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"WaamotT,  Maroh  81, 1880. 
Pay  <(f  Mtmibtn. 

Hm  Hoom  Uwd  reaomod  the  ooDsideratioii 
tf  ttifl  neolnticKi,  oflbred  b;  Mr.  HoDttrm. 

ICr.  Smttb,  of  Vininia,  epoke  in  oppoaitii 
to  the  resolution.  Be  Mid  the  object  of  the 
geotlNDMi  firom  SonUi  Ouvliiu,  wno  had  in- 
trodnoed  the  resolnUon,  Beamed  to  him  to  be 
the  ftpi^icAlion  of  a  forfeitare  of  the  paj  of 
mmnbai  for  the  purpose  of  cortuling  the 
length  of  the  seasion  of  Con^esa.  It  also  con- 
templated an  indirect  redaction  of  the  per  diem 
■llowinoe  of  members.  He  confldentl;  be- 
lieved it  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  that  gen- 


hii  pn^MBition ;  bnt  h«  believed 
In  relatjon  to  the  effect  which  would  resolt 
froQ  its  adoption.  He  believed  its  effect 
vonld  be  to  leave  the  bnsiness  of  legislation,  or 
throw  it  into  the  hands  of  less  oompetent  in- 
aunbents.  It  went  npon  the  hypotlieds  that 
ime  htmdr«d  days  were  raScient  for  the  traos- 
■ctloa  of  the  public  boaiaess.  To  thia  he  could 
■ot  agree ;  ita  admission  wonld  be  to  pass  con- 
demnation npon  their  predecesBom,  The  tsAt 
five  sessions  of  OcAgress  h»d  averaged  one 
lumdred  aod  sizty-seren  dajs ;  and  all  erperi- 
soee  proved  that  one  hnndred  and  seventy 
dajs  per  aesrion  were  neoessarj.  It  shoold  be 
eonsidercd  that  the  bosineM  of  OongreBa  was 
oonUnnally  increasing,  on  acoonnt  of  the  great 
"■''"ftfl  qneatinns  arising  before  them — the 
pendon  Bjstem,  the  international  improvement 
syilctii,  ins, 

Hr.  Sl  said  he  did  not  believe  it  was  the 
with  of  the  people  that  their  representatives 
■hdDld  legislate  (or  them  vithont  pay  after  they 
have  been  in  seasion  one  hnodrea  and  twenty 
itjw,  sbotdd  they  And  it  necessary  to  remain 
longer.  He  also  contended  that^  shonld  this 
pnipodlion  be  adopted,  the  members  in  ordina- 


:  ry  oironmstaacea,  who  represented  the  trne  in- 
'  tereata  of  the  people,  would  be  compelled,  in~ 
jostice  to  their  own  interest,  to  go  home  as 
soon  as  their  pay  was  reduced;  and  there 
woold  consequently  be  n<me  bnt  the  aristoc- 
racy left  to  do  the  business  of  l^ialation.  He 
held  it  bad  policy  to  render  the  representatives 
of  the  people  at  all  dependent  by  a  onrtaJlment 
of  their  pay.  It  drove  them  to  seek  relief  in 
£iecntive  patronage;  and  he  conld  refer  to 
hundreds  who  had  gone  into  poet  office*,  In- 
dian agencies,  &o. ;  and  he  deemed  this  an  evi- 
dence that  tbe^  were  insnffidently  provided  for. 
Mr.  8.  sdd,  if  the  pay  of  othw  officers  of 
Government  were  rednoei  In  the  same  ratio,  be 
woold  oonsent  to  rednce  the  pay  of  members 
to  six  dollars  a  day ;  bnt  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  8.  then  went  into  an  examination  of  tli* 
bnfflness  which  has  been  done  this  sessimi,  in 
comparison  with  that  transacted  daring  former 
sessions.  He  conoladed  by  remarking  that  he 
believed  the  only  remedy  for  the  evil  com- 
plained o^  was  to  be  found  in  short  speeches 
and  long  days'  Beaaions ;  and  he  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  providing  that, 
daring  the  remainder  of  the  session,  a  motion 
to  adjonm  shonld  not  be  in  order  nntil  hidf 
past  foar  o'clock. 

'  This  proposition,  invdving  an  amendment  of 
the  roles  of  the  Honse,  and  oonseqaently' re- 
quiring to  be  laid  one  day  on  the  table,  was  de- 
cided by  the  Speaker  not  to  be  in  order. 

Ur.  Stosbs,  of  New  Tork,  understood  the 
otyect  of  the  resolatiou  to  be  the  correction  of 
a  moral  evil,  the  existence  of  which  was  evi- 
dent. He  thought  it  would  be  a  reflection  on 
the  House  to  contend  that  it  oonld  not  transact 
all  the  essential  business  which  came  before  it 
in  four  months.  The  number  of  bills  whioh 
were  passed  at  the  long  sesdons,  he  believed, 
did  not  exceed  those  pused  at  the  short  sea- 
Ron&    He  referred  to  the  baste  with  vhkh 
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bUlB  were  urged  through  on  the  last  ten  or 
twelve  daje  of  the  session.  Of  this  system  of 
legifilatloQ  he  contended  Ihere  waa  no  neceaaitj, 
u  billa  oonld  »s  welt  be  pHssed  expeditiooslj  in 
the  middle  of  the  session  as  at  its  close.  He 
warned  new  members  that  they  would  witness 
the  same  bccdo  that  old  ones  hail  become  accus- 
tomed to.  He  believed  that  the  first  month  of 
the  session,  on  aoconnt  of  the  holidays,  was 
rendered  nearly  or  qnite  useless ;  and  if  the  ses- 
rion  was  to  be  shortened,  it  shonld  be  by  meet- 
ing on  the  first  Monday  in  Jannary,  instead  of 
the  first  Monday  in  Becember.  The  rules  of 
the  HoQse  did  not  properly  regolate  ita  pro- 
ceedlnKS.  They  continned  to  make  the  bills 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-moirow,  while  that 
to-morrow  never  came.  The  resolation  which 
they  were  now  discnssinf ,  for  instance,  still 
occupied  the  honr  devoted  to  resolutions,  to  the 
ezclosion  of  all  other  business.  The  Judiciary 
bill  had  been  thrown  aside  for  so  long  a  period, 
that  he  really  had  forgotten  what  qneation  was 
in  order  on  its  discnssion.  Thia,  too,  (said  Mr. 
S.,)  is  the  day  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Bell)  was  to  have  introdoced 
his  bill  upon  the  subject  of  our  Indian  relations. 
Mr.  B.  oonolnded  by  ejpresMng  his  conviction 
that,  if  gentlemen  wooid  come  to  the  resolution 
to  cnt  snort  these  interminable  debates,  lop  off 
the  first  month  of  the  session,  assemble  on  the 
first  Mond^  in  Jannary,  and  look  ibrward  to 
the  first  of  May  as  the  desirable  period  to  re- 
tnmto  tiieir  domestic  affairs  the  public  busi- 
ness wonld  be  more  faithfUly  performed,  and 
the  deprecated  evil  corrected. 

Hr.  fliMniirmra  agreed  with  his  colleagne 
ptr.  SiOKBs)  that  the  proper  mode  of  sborten- 
Ug  the  aession  was  to  take  fhnn  the  first  part 
ofit;  hntheconld  not  Join  inthechai^whioh 
had  ao  frequently  been  made  against  this  House, 
partionlarly  of  a  want  of  energy  and  industry. 
He  would  defy  any  member,  no  matter  how 
long  he  might  have  held  a  seat  on  that  fioor,  to 
point  to  any  former  session  when  twenty  and 
tbirtf  bills  had  been  passed  in  a  day  in  the 
middle  of  a  session,  as  was  the  case  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last  It  seemed  to  be  the  partic- 
ular derire  «rf  some  members  most  nmnsufiably 
to  find  fault  with  this  Ooogress  in  distinclioD 
of  all  othersL  While  he  was  np,  he  would  ask 
the  gentleman  fhim  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Svkb- 
ett)  to  modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  fix  the 
terminatlou  irf  the  first  session,  hereafter,  at  the 
ICth  of  April;  which  was  accepted. 

Mr.  EvssKrr  accepted  the  modificatjon. 

The  previous  question  was  then  demanded, 
and  Uka  House  ordered  the  main  question  to  be 
pnt. 

The  main  question,  being  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows: 

Teas.— KessFB.  Alston,  Angcl,  Bailey,  F.  F.  Bu- 
bonr,  Barnwell,  Baylor,  Junes  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Boon,  Brown,  (^ooo,  Campbell,  CbUton,  Claiborne, 
Clay,  Conner,  Cravford,  DanieL  Desha,  Doddridge, 
Drayton,  Dndley,  Dwight,  Earil,  EDawortb,  Foster, 


(^more,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halaey,  Hammond  Himj, 
Hajnes,  Hubbard,  B.  H.  Johnson,  F.  King,  lArnir, 
Lewis,  LoyaU,  Lumpkin,  Ljon,  Hacee,  Huiln,  He- 
Coy,  UcDuffle,  If  itohril,  NnekoUl,  Powen,  Kcbird- 
■on,  Boaoe,  ^epard,  Speight,  Btandlftr,  Tbon[*ai 
of  Q«or|^  Tracy,  TrananI,  Tnckar,  Tct^liMk, 
Weeks,  White  of  New  leA,  WkskliSa-el 

Hits. — Vesin.  Andenoa,  Arnold,  Bartier,  J.  i. 
Barbour,  BarnnKsr,  Bate*,  Bortnaa,  BeD,  Bodtee, 
Bent,  Boddin,  Brodbead,  BntAanaD,  BmH  >* 
man,  Cambreleng,  Chandler,  Clark,  Coke,  CoI«bu, 
Condiot,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowlsa,  Cialg  of  'Virgiiia, 
Crane,  Crockett,  CreiglitaD,  CrocherOn,  Ciewnla- 
shield,  Davenport,  Davu  of  Hassachoietla,  Debany, 
Denoy,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Donoan,  ETana  i 
Haine,  Everett  of  Termont,  FIndlay,  Finch,  Fori, 
Forward,  Frr.O^ther,  Goodenow,  Oorham,  Green, 
QrenDell,  Hempbill,  Einda,  Hodges,  Howard, 
Hughai,  Hoot,  Huntington,  JngetBcdi,  T.  Irwis, 
W.  W.  Irrin,  Isacka,  Jt£iu,  Johnaon  of  Tannmea, 
Kendall,  Kinkdd,  King  of  New  Toik,  Lea,  le- 
compte,  Ldper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Hallary,  Manbidala, 
Thomai  Haiwell,  Lewis  IfaiweU,  McCieery,  Mao- 
tire,  Honell,  Muhtaobaig,  Norton,  Overton,  Paarce, 
Fettia,  Reraon,  Polk,  Potter,  Banisay,  Hff^r*!*, 
Reed,  Bencher,  Roaa,  BaaaeU  Scott,  Sbeppctd, 
Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  S.  A  Smith,  A.  Smyth,  Span- 
ccr  of  New  York,  Bprigg,  Stuberry,  Stengere,  3(e- 
pbens,  Stom  of  New  York,  Slorrs  of  Connecticut, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  ItA, 
Thompson  of  Ohio,  Vance,  Varaom,  Tinton,  W*di- 
i^gtoD,  Wayne,  Whittlesey,  White  of  LodiiaM, 
inison,  Yancey,  Young— 122. 

Tepogr^hieal  Svrvegt, 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  oert«n 
surveya,  Ao.,  waa  then  taken  np  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Wioxuvnt  moved  to  amend  the  tnll  in 
the  claiue  appropriating  money  for  snrveys,  by 
adding  a  proviso,  that  the  anm  apjnvpriated 
^onld  be  expended  on  works  heretofore  ^- 
reoted,  or  which  may  be  directed,  by  either 
House  of  OoDgress. 

Mr.  Cult  expressed  a  hope  that  the  limita- 
tion would  not  be  adopte^  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  qneetion. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  MoDonn,  Mr. 
OttT  withdrew  his  oall  for  the  yeaa  and  naya, 
which  waa  immediately  renewed  by  Jb.  Viox- 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  EiiBwoBTB  expressed  hia  hwe  that  the 
amendment  wontd  not  be  adopted.  He  re- 
minded the  House  tiiat  it  had  been  cnatomar; 
to  pass  an  appropriation  of  this  kind  annoally ; 
and  he  desired  tnat  it  be  applied  on  the  naaal 
principle — that  the  same  diaoretion  which  bad 
t>een  hitherto  given  to  the  proper  department 
in  the  disbursement  of  this  money,  Edionld  still 
be  given  to  them.  He  ar^ed  against  the  pro- 
posed change  as  inexpedient,  nqjuet,  and  <!&• 
reasonable. 

Mr.  MoDuym  repeated  the  objections  he  had 
urged  against  this  Imiitation  at  the  last  eeeaon, 
when  a  similar  proposition  was  negatived  bj  a 
vote  of  fonr  to  one.  If  this  limitation  ahmiU 
be  adopted,  every  member  will  have  hia  ots 
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peculikr  project  ctrried  throdgh,  or  do  propo- 
sltioDi  will  paw.  Oomplunt  bad  been  made 
that  the  worki  begun  were  not  nktional,  jet  it 
WM  pn^iosed  to  compel  tbe  GOTenunent  to 
complete  them  iiiBtead  of  taking  np  othera 
which  might  be  national.  It  waa  therefwe  an 
nnreagonable  sropodtloa,  and  he  hoped  it 
iroaMnot  be  aoopted. 

Hr.  TiOKLiraa  dafutded  hla  aniendment,  on 
the  gnnmd  geoerallr  of  the  abase  which  the 
preeent  mode  led  to,  the  nnimportant  nature  of 
the  works  which  it  enabled  members  to  pro- 
enre  to  be  andertaken,  Ac, 

Ur.  Mabtih  stated  Uiat,  although  exposed  to 
the  aystem,  he  was  still  more  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  in  its  present  fonn.  If  the  By»- 
tem  was  to  be  oontinned,  he  was  for  leaving  its 
exercise  where  it  waa  now,  to  the  Eiecntiv& 
aod  to  keep  this  Honae  as  dear  as  possible  of 
the  oontention  and  the  a^tation  which  it  was 
caJcnlated  to  prodnce  here.  He  then  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment,  by  sMking  ont  "of 
mtA  aa  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  either 
l^mse  of  Oongrees." 

Ur.  EuawoBTa  thought  this  propo8iti<Hi  was 
ezeepti(»)able.  It  seemed  to  contemplate  that 
whenerer  a  proportion  fbr  any  appropriation 
for  any  porticol^  work  is  made,  the  Hnbjeat  is 
to  undergo  a  ^scuseion  in  thia  Honse;  and 
members  are  to  be  called  on  to  decnde,  with 
the  snperfidal  knowledge  they  must  be  sup- 
posed to  posseea,  on  the  preference  of  making  a 
■nrrey  fbr  a  route  here,  over  that  for  a  route 
there.  He  hoped,  therefbre,  that  the  amend- 
ment would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Tbkevuit  made  some  remarks  against 
the  eommltment  of  a  discretion  to  the  depart- 
ments sa  to  the  direction  of  any  snrreya.  He 
wished  to  confine  the  appropriation  to  such 
aorreys  as  faafc  been  oommenoed,  and  that  the 
Honae'should  afterwards  decide  on  the  propri- 
ety of  new  onea.  He  argned  at  aome  length  in 
explanation  of  his  views,  and  hoped  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  ttom  South  Oorollna 
would  not  be  adopted. 

Ur.  Tbst  here  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  the  call  was  not  seconded, 

Ur.  UaBTur  ezplwned  his  own  views,  so  as 
to  remove  a  misconception  which  he  thought 
aeemed  to  prevail  as  to  bis  oonrse. 

Ur.  Hau.  opposed  the  whole  system,  the 
amendment,  aa  well  as  the  bill  itself.  If  he 
took  tike  amendment  of  Ur.  ilixim,  the  re- 
mainder of  Ur.  Wionjm's  amendment  wonld 
Goutain  Munigb  to  involve  all  his  prindplee. 
He  could  vote  for  none  of  the  questions  pro- 

Ur.  Ukbokb  snggeeted  that  many  surveys 
bad  been  ordered  by  Oongreaa,  which  have  not 
yet  been  commenoed;  and  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  wonld  be  to  relieve  the  Executive 
of  all  re^Njosibility  whatever. 

Ur.  Tkbzvamt  B^d  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Ur.  Tdokkh  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing wwda,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 


At  the  ancgestioD  of  Ur.  UcDtrrm,  Ur. 
TcoEis  withorev  his  motion  to  amend. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Ur.  Uxxna  to 
the  amendment  was  then  n^atived. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babboub  invested  a  modiflcatioa 
of  the  amendment  so  as  to  strike  out  the  worda 
"  either  House  of;"  so  as  to  read — shall  be  di- 
rected by  Congrese. 

Ur.  WioKum  declined  to  accept  the  modi- 
fication. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Barbohs  then  moved  his  propod- 
tioD  as  an  amendment. 

Ur.  Dbittok  stated  that  his  opinion  had  al- 
ways been  that  the  act  of  1824,  authorizing 
this  expenditure  for  surveys,  was  uncoostitn- 
tionsl.  He  coasequently  was  opposed  to  all 
appropriations  for  tneee  ot^ects ;  but  be  waa  in 
favor  of  the  amendiuent  for  reasons  be  stated — 
the  chief  of  which  was,  that  it  wonld  tend  to 
prevent  abuses  in  the  execution  of  the  act,  and 
contending  that  works  beginning  and  ending  in 
the  same  State  oonld  not  be  deemed  aational, 
bnt  many  such  under  the  present  ^stem  had 
been  nndertaken. 

Ur.  P.  P.  BABBOttB  enforced  the  wopriety  of 
the  amendment  he  had  offered.  The  vote  of 
this  House  is  the  vot«  of  the  representatives  at 
the  people,  while  that  of  the  Senate  is  the  rote 
o!  uie  representadvea  of  the  States ;  and  he 
wished  to  unite  both.  He  declared  himself  ut- 
terly opposed  to  the  whole  system,  and  every 
scheme,  survey,  and  appropriation  under  it. 

Ur.  UiBoxB  advocated  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  make  these  surveys,  and  the 
practice  which  had  prevailed  under  that  pow- 
er, denying  peremptorily  that  it  had  led  to  any 
abuses,  although  the  ^legation  was  so  often 
repeated,  and  arauing  that  a  work  commencing 
and  ending  in  a  State  might  be,  and  often  was, 
BtricQy  national,  many  cases  of  which  he  dted : 
amongst  others,  he  maintained  that  if  a  line  of 
canals  from  Uaine  to  Georgia  was  a  national 
work,  any  part  of  that  iin&  however  small,  is 
national.  The  whole  work  cannot  be  com- 
pleted at  once,  it  must  be  constmoted  in  detail, 
and  in  parts.  The  BnSalo  and  Kew  Orleans 
road  he  cousidered  as  national,  whether  it  waa 
^t  up  in  decimal  parts,  or  viewed  aa  a  whde. 
He  said  be  had  carefully  investigated  Uie  prac- 
tice of  the  department,  and  he  believed  it  to  be 
free  from  abuse.  Even  in  a  case  which  be  bad 
four  years  ago  considered  tiie  most  doubtful,  he 
had  sabsequentl;  satiafled  himself  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  doubt.  To  objections  on  the 
score  of  local  interests  being  too  influential,  he 
replied  that  in  time  of  war  it  was  as  important 
a  power  which  r^ulated  the  direction  of  an 
army,  as  that  which  gives  the  direction  of  a 
road.  The  western  part  of  the  State  of  "Sev 
Tork  had  entirely  sprung  up  under  the  foster- 
ing infioence  of  the  late  war,  as  millions  had 
been  expended  there  in  consequence  of  the 
march  of  troops.  Tct  no  one  contended 
that,  in  that  case,  the  Government  should  be 
controlled,  lest  the  local  interests  of  one  section 
should  be  preferred  to  those  of  another. 
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Mr.  AmBOU  SpBtroB  stated  tliat  the  qoee- 
tion  as  to  the  power  of  the  GoTenunent  to 
nuke  theae  way^js,  was  settled  bj  the  act  of 
1824,  and  thst  it  waa  □aeleaa  now  to  make  it  a 
subject  of  disoassioQ.  He  was  opposed  to  im- 
posmg  upon  the  present  adtninistfatjon  a  limi- 


tbe  amendmeDt  to  the  amendment,  as  nell 
to  the  amendment  He  expressed  his  oononr- 
tenoe  in  the  Tiews  trhioh  had  fallen  from  the  last 
q>eaker,  and  coa&overted  the  idea  that  works 
confined  entirelj  to  partioular  States  were 
neoessarilj  not  natioDal^  caaea  of  which  he 
oited. 

Ur.  Ibwih,  of  Penna^lvania,  ejpresaed  his 
hope  that  both  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Eentackj-  and  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Yirginia,  woo  Id  be  rejected. 

Ur,  Mall^bt  contended  that  it  was  due  to 
the  Preaidenl,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
tary force,  to  gire  to  him  an  entire  command 
over  those  works  whioh  are  connected  with 
Uie  military  defence  of  the  conntry.  He  oonld, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  power,  lead  to  more  fnll 
and  more  satiefactorj  results  than  we  can  ever  be 
bronght  to  hj  listening  to  the  oontending  claims 
of  oonSicting  intereelB  in  the  Eoose.  There 
was  no  reason  for  imposing  this  limitation  on 
the  present  Executive, 

Ur.  Babbik&eb  said,  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  oonld  only  lead  to  a  multiplication 
of  surreys;  and  he  argued  briefly  to  show  the 
inexpediency  of  tbe  amendments.  Deeming  it 
nselees,  however,  to  consume  more  time  in  de- 
bate, be  demanded  the  previoas  qneetion — yeas 
66.    The  number  was  insnffioient 

Mr.  TuDKBB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  ameodmeot  of  Ur.  Baxboub,  but  they  were 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  then 
necntived:  yeas  72 — nays  66. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Ur.  WioKUFFX,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: yean  76— nays  111. 


Ur.  WiLLUMs  a^ed  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bul,  which  were 
ordered:  yeas  131 — nays  64. 


TmnspAT,  April  1. 
Buffalo  and  Nea  OrUant  Eoad. 

Ur.  Coke,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  views  in 
oppontion  to  the  bifl. 

Ur.  lawnr,  of  Pennsylvania,  BMd,  that  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  several  gen- 
tiemen  who  bad  taken  part  in  the  debate,  had 
indnced  him  to  depart  from  a  resolution  be  had 
formed,  of  merely  giving  a  silent  vote  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Bat  (said  Mr.  I.)  as  I  am  not  will- 
ing that  any  portion  of  the  people  of  my  native 
State  shall  remain  nnder  the  imputation  of  be- 
ing ioSnenced  solely  by  local  considerations, 
r^ardless  of  principle  and  the  tme  interests  of 
the  country,  in  the  snpport  which  they  or  their 


representatives  give  to  the  bill,  I  wiO  ask  tiw 
indulgence  of  the  committee,  while  I  submit 
some  of  the  views  which  have  been  impreswd 
on  my  mind  in  relation  to  it  The  constitu- 
titmal  question  which  has  been  »a  freqnenUy 
disonssed  in  this  Honse  on  former  oocasions,  it 
i>  Dot  my  intention  to  notice.  1  consider  it 
deliberatdy  eatabliahed  by  sncoeesive  acts  of 
It^i^ation  tat  a  seriea  of  years,  and  by  public 
opinion,  by  which  I  do  not  wish  to  be  nndtt^ 
stood  to  mean  the  opinion  of  a  single  oongrea- 
sional  diatrEct,  nor  of  a  State,  but  that  great 
and  abiding  opinion  cS  a  m^ority  of  the  people 
of  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  repeatedly 
expressed  after  long  deliberation,  remltiiig  in 
a  settled  conviction  that  tJie  constitution  hu 
given  to  Congreea  AiU  and  complete  codtrol 
over  the  subject,  limited  onlv  by  their  diacrft- 
tion,  in  l^islating  for  the  public  welf^n.  Here 
it  should  be  snffwed  to  reel,  for  the  mind  of  man 
cannot  give  it  any  additional  light  It  has 
been  said,  ur,  tha^  at  a  former  sesstm  (^  Gon- 
gresa,  it  was  only  deugned  to  make  a  natitwal 
road  from  this  dty  to  New  Orleans,  bnt  that 
the  friends  of  the  measure,  desp^ring  cf  being 
able  to  pass  the  bill  in  that  shape,  detArminea 
to  enlist  other  interests,  and  that  the  seotioual 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  interior  of  Peon- 
sylvania  could  oe  brought  into  action,  by  ex- 
tending the  road  through  that  State  to  Bi^ido. 
It  was  not  left  merely  to  inference,  but  it  was 
broadly  asserted  that  the  approbation  Oi  tlie 
people  of  Pennsylvania  to  tlie  measnre  oonld 
be  obluned  in  no  other  way,  and  that  the  na- 
tional interests  would  be  tbe  least  part  of  their 
oonoem.  The  aaaertion  is  unfounded ;  I  trust 
I  may  be  exonsed  for  saying  that  no  part  of  t>ii» 
TJnioD  ia  less  aSeoted  by  sectional  considera- 
tions, more  patriotic,  or  more  tmly  devoted  to 
tbe  welfare  of  their  country,  than  are  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  among  the 
first  to  muntain  the  tme  doctrine  of  our  repnb- 
tioao  institutions ;  they  cherish  tliem  as  the 
means  of  individual  happiness  and  national 
proeperity,  and  they  will  strugKle  long  before 
they  will  suffer  them  to  be  impaired  by  refined 
and  narrow  oonstnictioas.  The  power  to 
make  roads  and  canala  for  national  parpoaes, 
they  have  asserted  to  belwig  to  this  Qovem- 
ment  in  their  assemblies  to  discuss  the  queatjon, 
by  le^ative  enactments,  and  by  tbe  votes  of 
tiieir  representatives  on  this  floor.  For  no  self- 
ish purpose,  sir,  bnt  becaose  they  believed,  and 
still  believe,  that  t^  prosperity  of  the  ooootry, 
if  not  its  very  existence,  depends  upon  the  ex.- 
ercise  of  this  power.  That  State  has  ueTei 
asked  fhjm  Congress  any  thing  for  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  although  she  was  the  first 
to  embark  extensively  in  tbem;  she  relied  oa 
her  own  resources,  and  has  expended  more 
money  on  roads,  bridges,  and  canals,  than  any 
other  State  in  this  Union.  When  it  is  recol- 
lected that  she  baa  been  second  only  to  another 
State  in  her  contributions  to  the  national  rer- 
enne ;  that  she  has  asked  nothing,  aod  got 
nothing,  for  works  of  a  local  dunuter;  woian 
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mhe  bu  praosed  upon  this  Qorenunent  the  ne- 
aeaaitf  of  appn^imttne  taot»j  for  internal  im- 

E[»T«ineiits  of  ox&aui  importance,  there  will 
no  rtxwt  to  eondnde  th«t  b«r  pMple  are  in- 
flnenoed  bj  fleotMHul  ooiUDderationa,  ■  Ko,  her 
■apport  to  theae  nteaanreB  baa  a  noUer  origin ; 
deeply  impretaed  with  the  impcnianoe  of  tbia 
TToion  to  their  aafetj  and  b^pineaa,  and  be- 
lieTinp  that  ita  preewvalion  depend*  mainlj 
upon  Its  faciljliee  for  internal  commerce,  the? 
will  alwaTB  be  foond  in  favor  of  anj  means  by 
'wbiob  ol^jeota  so  desirable  oan  be  beat  aooom- 

E'lisbed.  Tot  I  olaim  for  thorn  no  virtne  that 
not  common  to  their  feUow-citizens  (tf  otiier 
Btatea:  far  I  mnat  believe  that  Uie  account 
'vMoh  aome  of  the  gentiemen  have  given  of  the 
Gaeaua  bj  which  certain  pecole  tiave  been 
brod^t  to  advocate  the  bill  before  ns,  ia  drawn 
from  the  imagination.  Tnie,  you  find  in  every 
oommonity  a  flaw  who  are  lost  to  all  sense  of 
pablic  Tiitne,  and  whose  sordid  ^asiona  pre- 
pare Ibem  for  corrnpt  joracticea.  Bnt  that  any 
conaidsrable  portion  of  the  pecfile,  wboae  dia- 
trieta,  aa  baa  been  said,  have  no  aooner  preoent- 
ed  to  tb«m  Hie  golden  but,  than  they  abandon 
fixed  principleB,  and  adopt  new  dootrinea,  and 
that  these  nelinga  are  oommiinioated  to  their 
rq»«BeatatiTee  on  this  fioor,  who  are  moved 
Nul  governed  by  them,  ia  what  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  oredit.  iSnoh  anggestions,  made  in  this 
body,  with  no  better  fonndation  for  them  than 
•xiirtB,  lead  to  Uie  moat  it^orioas  oonaeqiuDoea. 
If  opini<Mia  on  ooDatitntioiul  qneations  are  to  be 
boiQght ;  if  men  have  become  so  flexible  aa  to 
be  flwayed  only  by  motivea  which  address 
tbemadvea  to  thor  private  intereeta,  what  se- 
Qiri^  is  thwe  for  the  oontinnanoe  of  our  re- 
pnUican  inatitntionBt  Oar  whole  political 
«difloe  reats  open  the  virtue  and  intelligeooe  of 
thepw^e;  and,  if  it  be  onoe  admitted,  that  all 
qnestiona  of  oonatitiitioiial  power  may  be  aet- 
ued  by  an  appeal  to  the  base  and  soidid  pas- 
rious  of  onr  nature,  we  ahall  find,  tike  the  Ibol- 
lah  nuu,  that  we  have  built  onr  hoose  in  the 
Band,  and  that  in  some  party  tMnpeet  it  will 
&U  to  pieoea.  Bnt  Uiese  pictorea  of  rappoaed 
changea  of  tqi^ion  have  been  drawn  from  the 
bney.  The  great  mass  ot  the  people,  whose 
interesta  were  to  be  efilBoted  by  internal  im- 
pravcmenta,  ooold  not  have  ba«i  ioformed  of 
any .  oonstitntioaal  inutedimenta ;  and,  if  they 
searobed  to  sstiafy  tnemaelTea,  they  did  not 
find  aaj.  In  no  ouidition  of  life  are  men  prone 
to  tronble  themselrea  abont  matters  which  do 
not  immadiatdy  a^ct  them,  partioolarly  snoh 
•a  reqnire  labor  to  nnderstand.  But  a  spirit  of 
enterprise  bageta  &  diapcdtion  to  inquire,  and 
that  generally  reenlta  in  the  ezpreeaion  of  opin- 
itau  which  many  mistake  for  new  doctrines  in 
oppoaiticm  to  thoaa  which  were  supposed  to 
prevsil.  Tlua  is  the  moat  rational  solntbn  for 
the  oontinned  inereaae  of  the  friends  of  internal 
improvement,  withont  impnttng  to  any  portion 
of  OUT  people  derdiction  of  principle.  To  show 
that  tlte  conferring  of  bntefita  cannot,  in  the 
"'""'    '" '>  on  this  floor,  when 
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opposed  to  conatitntitHial  aamples  or  viewa  of 
expedient?,  we  have  the  deelsrations  of  several 
gentlemen  from  Virginia  who  have  token  part 
m  this  debate  in  opposition  to  the  bill  They 
have  aaid  that,  if  the  road  were  to  pass  throngh 
their  fanna,  they  wonld  oppose  it ;  nay,  one  of 
tbem  baa  gone  so  far  as  to  le^,  while  he  com- 
plained of  the  nueqnal  distribntion  of  the  pub- 
lic revennes  which  the  syBtem  of  intamu  ini' 
Srovement  gave  rise  to,  thai  the  rights  of  hia 
tate  were  violated  by  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  a  company  which  that  State  had  in- 
corporated for  making  the  Diamal  Swamp  0&- 
nai.  Oan  we  want  stronger  evidence  ctf  a  dis- 
interested spirit  which  woold  r^ect  the  pater- 
nal hand  of  the  Glovemment,  which  was  ex- 
tended only  to  confer  among  its  people  ita  ben- 
efita  and  ita  bonntiee  t  If  so,  there  are  kindred 
feelings,  I  am  hdd,  fuiher  aonth,  and  tiiat  at 
thia  aorion  we  shall  have  fidl  proof  of  it.  Bnt 
it  ia  unneoessarj  to  add  more  to  contradict  as- 
sertions nnsnpported  by  evidence. 

AStet  liatenmg  to  the  argnments  (^  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Basboitb,)  who 
opened  tiie  debate  in  oppoaitioo  to  the  bill,  I 
was  forcibly  stmok  wiui  the  contrast  which 
tbey  presented  to  the  sound  doctrines  of  the 
old  Virginia  school.  The  Waahingtons,  the 
Jeffereons,  and  the  Madiaooa — the  fathers  of 
the  repablic  While  their  lessons  of  political 
wisdom  took  de<^  and  permanent  root  in  Penn- 
Bjtvania,  and  in  most  of  tbe  States  of  this 
Union,  taey  have  been  &ted  to  be  dmiaed  and 
rejected  by  the  modem  potitioians  of  the  an- 
cient dominion.  As  early  as  ITBO,  President 
Washington,  in  fnlfiUing  Ibe  oonstitntional  in- 
Joncticn  to  recommend  to  Congress  snch  meas- 
nree  as  he  shonld  Judge  neoeaaary  and  expe- 
dient,  says,  "  that  Hie  safety  and  interest  of  the 
people  reqnire  that  they  should  promote  soch 
manufaotores  as  tend  to  render  them  independ- 
ent of  otiiera  for  essential,  partionlarly  military 
supplies,"  and  "of  giving  cgectnal  encoarage- 
meot  aa  well  to  the  Introdnotion  of  new  and 
nsefol  inventions  from  abroad  as  to  the  exer- 
tiona  of  skill  and  genins  in  prodnoicg  them  at 
home ;  sod  of  facilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween distant  parts  of  onr  country."  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  an  unpublished  letter  to  a  near  rela- 
tive of  my  Mend  and  eoUaague,  (Mr.  Laiput,) 
dated  in  Jannarj,  1809,  says  that  be  "had 
lately  inculcated  the  encouragement  of  mannfao- 
tnres,  to  the  extent  of  our  own  oonsomption  at 
least,  on  all  articles  of  which  we  raise  the  raw 
matfoiBl;"  that  "its  enemies  say  that  the  iron 
which  we  make  most  not  he  wrought  here  into 
ploughs,  axes,  hoes,  Ac.,  in  order  Uiat  the  ship 
owner  may  have  the  profit  of  carrying  it  to 
Enrope,  and  brin^g  it  back  in  a  manufactured 
form;  as  it,  after  mannfacturing  onr  own  raw 
materials  for  onr  own  nae,  there  shonld  not  be 
a  surplus  produce  sufficient  to  employ  a  due 
proportion  of  nav^tion  in  carrying  it  to  mar- 
ket, and  exchanging  It  for  those  articles  of 
which  we  have  not  the  raw  material."  In 
1815,  the  aame  geotlemau,  in  sabstanee,  repeota 
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th«  Hsma  opinioni.  ^,  I  h(^  to  be  psr- 
doned  for  notiidiig  a  mibject  in  this  dcMta 
vliich  do«  not  I^itinuitelr  belong  to  tt ;  but 
the  example  w*a  shown  b^  eereral  of  tbe  gen- 
tlemen wno  hnve  spoken  on  tbe  otiier  ride.  In 
tnitli,  the  enemiea  of  the  protecting  (Tstem  in 
this  Honse  have,  on  eevenil  oeoasunu,  however 
nnwurai^ed  bj  the  nibject  ts  disonaaion,  in- 
dnlged  tbeinselTea  in  no  meaBored  langvige  in 
denonncing  the  extsting  tariff  There  seems  to 
be  K  morbid  sensibititjr  In  the  mind*  at  mem- 
I>ers  from  the  Bontii,  on  this  question,  which, 
at  least  in  my  hearing,  lias  hitherto  prevented 
a  ^^aarionate  examination  of  ib  Fortnnatelj 
for  its  fiiends,  expoience  haa  proved  th<t  ft 
wiser  act  was  newf  pMced.  Onr  latest  advices 
tnmi  alwoad  have  InfiKmed  ne  diat  In  every 
part  of  Europe  active  measures  are  in  operation 
for  the  proteotitai  of  their  domeatio  indnstrf. 
Had  we  done  nothing,  tlierefbre,  to  ooonterv^ 
fordgn  eommercial  r^nlationa,  onr  oondition 
would  have  been  worae  than  colonial  VBHaloge. 
GenUemen,  in  depicting  the  effeots  of  the  tariff 
policy,  have  twen  mided  b. 
for  toe  sake  of  maintaining  f^v< 
we  know  enough  of  human  natnre  to  be  oon- 
vinced  tiiat  the  pride  of  opinion,  like  tiie  pride 
<tf  anthorship,  is  often  tite  nding  passion,  and 
that,  rather  than  abandon  dogmas  which  men 
have  oherished  and  maintained  from  youth  to 
ag«,  th^  would  see  (he  birest  portlMiB  of  our 


of  Bapreaentativea  for  the  appointment  of  a 
oomnuttee  to  report  a  bill  authoriziBg  tbe  Free- 
(dent  of  the  Umted  States  to  oanae  to  be  exam- 
ined, and,  where  neoeaaary,  to  be  sarvflyed,  the 
gMMtal  ront«  most  proper  fbr  tbe  tntnqratt^ 
tion  of  the  mail  between  Uaine  and  Q«xm 
with  an  eatjmahi  of  the  expense  of  making  nid 
road.  On  the  third  of  M^<  ^  <!>»  same  year, 
ICr.  Uadison  presented  the  Mowing  bUl,  wUek 
afterwards  passed  tbe  Hoow  without  a  divlmgn; 
it  tnaeted,  dtc.  That  the  Prerident  of  the 
United  Suites  b«,  Bod  lie  ti  hereby,  ■nihoriied  to 
caoK  to  be  eiamiaed,  and,  where  neoesBary,  to  be 
nuTeyed,  tbe  tontea  moat  proper  for  tbe  traoeport- 
alion  of  the  maS  between  ttie  following  plsioea,  to 
~      ~  ~  In  Uaine,  BestOD,  Hew  York,  PhiU- 

bAw,  BatliB<we,  Oty  of  WMhin^ 
tMi^  Alexandria,  nederickabw^  BielmKHid,  Bal^ri^ 
LoidatiUa,  and  Savannah,  InOeergk;  aad  that  ha 
cauM  a  report  of  audi  ezamlDation  and  anrvey  to 
be  laid  before  Congreai,  together  wiih  an  eatimata 
of  the  eipenae  aeeetMArj  tot  readeilng  said  routaa 
the  eatabUahed  routes  for  the  tnuuportalian  of  the 

The  seopnd  section  ^>propriates  five  thoo- 
eand  dcdlars  for  defr^ng  the  expensea  of  the 
uuninationa  and  anrveys. 
It  will  be  seen,  sir,  ttiat  thia  UU  not  only 


arrived  t  They  i^y  that  we  are  not  anthoiised 
to  provide  for  the  safetr  of  onr  navy  and  mer- 
cantile marine,  in  enterutg  onr  harbiors,  by  the 
erection  of  llght-housea,  b«aoonB,  pier&  fto.,  nor 
to  bnild  safe  and  commodions  harbors  for  them ; 
that  we  have  no  power  to  promote  edneatioa, 
literature,  and  adenoe,  by  the  appropriation  of 
pnblio  money ',  that  we  cannot  apply  the  pnblio 
funds  to  relieve  In^vidoal  calamity ;  that  we 
cannot  protect  onr  domestic  manufactures  by 


1  wiaVtng  roads  and  canala,  n< 


onr  Government  lie  to  us,  stripped  of  these 
powers  f    I  am  free  to  declare  liiat  it  wonld 


tiona  of  the  American  people,  and  tiiat  the 
sooner  it  was  divolved  the  bett«r. 

Permit  me,  now,  to  turn  the  attention  of 
committee  to  a  bettor  oommentary  npon  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  constract  roada 
for  national  pnrposefi,  than  ell  the  refined  ai^- 
nenta  we  have  beard  from  the  other  ride.  It 
has  not  been,  I  ttelieve,  before  noticed  unce  the 
session  it  was  introduced  into  Congress.  It 
mast  be  taken,  oooaidering  the  source  from 
which  it  emanated,  as  conclusive  on  the  con- 
stitutional question.  In  Febrnary,  1T9S,  ill. 
Usdlson  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House 


uuv  tuunuKi  ui  luc  kuw  Uuion  to  tbo  otbo'j 
pasatng  thrangh  all  ita  principal  (dties  and 
towns,  but  it  requires  an  estimato  ol  tbe  «Z' 
pense  to  be  nmde  for  rendering  tiie  rontea  men- 
tacHied  the  established  routes^the  traii^ort»- 
tloBoftbenudL  It  oontonpt^ea,  in  dear  Ian- 
gnagc^  the  oonatmction  or  making  of  post  roads 
under  the  anthoril;  ti  Ooonesa.  Let  me  now 
k  whether  the  warmest  advocato  fbr  internal 
iprovement  ever  inaiated  on  a  greater  latitode 
of  oonstniotive  power  of  tiM  oonstitation  tbaa 
is  eontained  in  the  principle  of  this  bilL  It  not 
only  goes  the  full  length  of  all  that  we  now 
contend  for,  bnt  it  soat^a  evwy  position  wUdi 
ha*  been  diepnted  in  tide  Hmue  hmttotan.  It 
—'boriies  anrroye  and  Ibe  making  of  roads,  utd 
lasomea  Jurisdiction  without  Um  omueot  o< 
States.  When  we  conaidtf  that  this  exten- 
aive  project  waa  introduced  but  a  abort  tuna 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  by  a 
man  who  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  ita  erec- 
tion, who  labored  to  defend  it  with  as  mooh 
zeal  and  ability  as  any  wbo  lived,  that  -it  waa 
adopted  by  a  body,  without  a  division,  who 
irobably  bettor  understood  the  extont  of  the 
K>wars  intended  to  be  granted  than  any  whicb 
laa  snooeeded  it,  will  it  be  believed  that  it  con- 
tained an  aesmnption  of  powers  not  granted, 
and  that  it  violated  the  rights  of  iJie  States  T 
It  baa  been  reserved  for  politidans  of  the  pre». 
ent  day  to  make  this  oiscovery-^men,  wnoae 
ingennity  and  eloquence  we  may  admire,  but 
whose  nice  and  enbtle  distinctions,  myatifloar 
tion^  and  abetroctions,  cannot  be  easily  under- 
stood by  those  who  pret«nd  to  nothing  more 
than  plain  common  sense.  For  us,  who  de«re 
nothing  more  than  that  the  reeouroeaof  onroona- 
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try  ahall  b«  devtioped  and  brought  into  fall 
ma&vitT,  we  are  txxaiaxt  to  fi^w  the  path 
'vr&idi  the  atatcamen  of  the  rerolntion  hare 
Aetdicd,  ooDvinoed  that,  hy  stvadily  pnmung 
it,  we  riull  beat  attain  the  otgeeta  of  the  social 


oo^iaot 
T&eg« 


n  fhni  Yiiginia  (Ur.  Baxbods) 
M^i  tiaat  the  bill  under  oonnderaUou  oDutcins 
m  new  prinoiple,  not  known  before  in  this 
Etonae,  and  lliat  we  are  about  to  take  "  a  new 
latitodfl  and  departure."  He'  oonsiderad  the 
Cttiaberlaud  road  aa  affording  no  precedent, 
beomae  it  was  the  result  of  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  Statea  of  which  the  Northweatem 
Twritorr  was  ai»npoaed  and  this  Government, 
t>T  wiuwt  two  per  oent.  arinng  from  the  Bales 
of  tlw  pnbHe  iMtds  was  to  be  amplojed  in  mak- 
ing roads  Irftding  to  and  tfarongh  those  States. 
Tet  it  will  be  recdleeted  Ukat  the  gentleman 
distinctly  admitted  a  poeilioa  taken  bj  my 
ftieod  and  mHleagne,  (Mr.  'Hkmphill,)  that  the 
eoDSMtt  of  the  Statea  was  not  to  be  regarded, 
■a  tbef  could  not  confer  any  power  on  Con- 
greaa,  except  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  tbe  con- 
■titntion,  ud  that  arery  other  compact  between 
tbam  waa  a  nollity.  mtb  this  admiiuon,  I  can- 
not nndervtand  how  he  can  attach  any  impor- 
tenee  to  the  agreement  reapeoting  the  OnmW- 
Ittnd  rowL  By  hia  own  ahowing,  it  is  evident 
that  this  OoTemment  did  not  derive  ita  riabt 
from  that  aonroe.  How,  then,  doea  thia  Bill 
differ  from  ttie  Ull  authoridng  the  oonabmetion 
of  the  Onmberland  road  I  and  how  does  it  dif- 
ferfrmn  Ur.  UadlaooV  Ullt  Bnt  the  geotle- 
nuu,  while  he  proftaeea  to  be  folly  aware  of 
t^  Talve  ot  gooi  roada  and  omala,  oontendB 
not  ontj  that  ue  poww  to  make  them  does  oot 
beloug  to  this  Government,  bnt  that  it  ought 
not  t«  belong  to  it — that  they  had  bettor  be  left. 
to  the  enterpriae  of  individn^  or  to  the  States. 
Hie  gentleman  will  find  bet  few  to  go  with 
him  on  that  broad  gronnd,  even  in  his  own 
State.  It  wUl  be  recollected  that  when  the  at- 
tanlkn  of  Oongreae  was  called  to  this  snb^eoL 
by  Ur.  iiotaot  and  olhera,  while  they  admitted 
that  the  right  already  eiisted  to  appropriate 
money  tn  tM  ot  iooorporated  companies  denied 
that  it  extended  farther;  bnt  as  it  waa  deemed 
of  eaaenUal  importance  to  the  wel&re  of  the 
people  that  roads  and  cenals  Hhould  be  oon- 
strobted  nnder  the  anthority  of  thia  Gkivem- 
nMnt,-they  stron^y  recommended  an  amend- 
ment of  tne  oonstltntion,  so  that  it  should  be 
expresely  granted. 

It  waa  apparent  that  great  national  works, 
extending  to  remote  parts  of  thia  Union,  could 
not  be  execDted  by  oompaniea  or  by  States, 
even  if  Dieir  resonreee  were  adeqoate  t«  tliem ; 
that  rival  interesta  existed  everywhere,  eaidi 
State  exectjng  iteelf  to  divert  oiHnmeree  to  its 
own  oommereial  emporinm,  or  to  some  other 
point  leaat  advantageooa  to  ita  neighbor  State. 
And  even  in  case  of  the  anion  of  two  or  more 
States  for  this  purpose,  the  common  good  of 
the  whole  Union  wonld  be  the  ieagt  obieot  of 
tbeir  tbongbts;  nay,  roates  might  be  cnoaen, 
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poutively  iqJarioQS  to  the  wh(^  It  might 
fum>en,  too,  that  distant  streams  and  States 
could  be  united  by  roads  and  cauolg,  by  which, 
frmn  pecnlioi  localities,  the  greater  part  of  each 
State  throngh  which  they  were  designed  to 
pasB,  wonld  not  feel  interested,  rather  looking 
upon  injury  than  benefit  as  the  result,  while  to 
the  nat^n  at  large  the  connection  would  be  of 
-tite  highest  importance.  For  these  and  other 
reaaons  which  might  be  mentioned,  no  opinion 
appeared  to  be  better  founded  than  Mr.  Mon- 
roe'^ that  the  power  to  make  rosda  and  canalB, 
with  Jnrisdiction  over  them,  should  reside  in 
the  Government,  Bnt  the  gentleman  &om 
Virata  has  come  to  a  different  oonclusion,  and 
seems  alarmed  at  the  conseqaeoces  of  ancroaoh- 
ing  upon  State  rights,  and  the  sccnninlation  of 
power  in  the  General  Govemmeiit.  To  me^ 
(said  Hr.  I.,)  this  feverish  excitement  about 
State  ri^ts  and  Executive  patronage  aeems 
altMether  chimerical.  Look  into  the  papers 
published,  and  to  the  speeches  made  in  oertmn 
conventions  before  the  adoption  of  the  oonsti* 
tntiOD,  and  yon  will  find  the  same  evil  forebod- 
ings and  uie  same  alarming  ^)prehenBioQs. 
And  yet  we  have  cone  on  pro^ieronaly  in 
peace,  and  snocesafally  in  war,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  without  one  of  those  bring  im- 
paind.  How,  indeed,  could  it  be  otherwise, 
when  every  member  of  this  Government,  ex- 
cept such  aa  compose  the  judiciary,  retnrne  at 
short  interr^  to  his  reepedive  State  t  The 
members  of  Congress,  in  which  reside  all  the 
high  powers  of  sovereignty,  bring  with  them 
here--State  attachments  and  State  pride ;  they 
act  under  a  sense  of  high  responubitity  to  tiieir 
constituents  and  to  their  State;  they  remain 
here  but  for  a  few  months,  return,  and  mix 
with  their  fellow-citizens;  with  them  every 
motive  oon^ires  to  nige  tliem  to  resist,  not  to 
Bufibr,  an  invasion  of  State  rights.  Usase  and 
pablio  opinion  have  limited  the  term  of  ue  Ex- 
eight  years,  at  the  expiration  of 


reapeotive  State*.  All  of  them,  presidents,  1^ 
ialotun,  and  judges,  have  their  families,  friends, 
endearments,  ai^  attachments  in  their  reepeo- 
tive  States— their  homes— where  tbey  find  tiielr 
earthly  resting  ptaoes.  Gentlemen  talk  of  our 
National  and  State  Governments,  as  if  the  for- 
mer were  a  distinct  people,  to  whom  certain 
powers  were  oonoedeo,  bnt,  -not  content  witii 
their  enjoyment,  are  oonstantly  aiming  to  en- 
large them  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of  the 
latter.  Bnt  view  them  aa  the  same  peoplet  a 
portion  of  whom  at  stated  periods  exeroiae 
oertun  delegated  tmsts  which  a  common  feel- 
ing of  interest  nigee  them  to  restrict  rather 
than  enlarge,  end  the  anggestion  will  cease  to 
have  any  force.  Equally  illnsory  ore  the  fbars 
of  Executive  patronage,  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  so  strongly  deprecated.  It  is 
common  to  speak  of  this ;  but  I  ask  for  proof 
of  its  having  been  exerted  under  any  sdminis- 
tralJon,  and,  if  exerted,  with  what  effect!    Do 
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jovT  offioen  of  the  annj-  and  navy  interiere  ii 
eleotioDS?  or  have  yon  seen  the  judges  of  your 
courts  oanvaasing  for  votes  to  sabserre  the  pnr- 
pows  of  the  Execntive?  The  most  powerful 
motives  that  ooold  animate  the  homau  heart, 
existed  to  soBtain  the  administratioiia  of  the 
elder  and  yoonger  Adams ;  but  with  what  ef- 
fect ?  What  did  patronage  do  in  these  oases  ? 
Bir,  it  is  B  mere  phantom,  which  has  do  terrors 
for  a  free  and  vigilant  people.  Take  one  of  the 
eight  thoosand  pOBtmaaters  that  the  genQen 
from  Virginia  Las  spoken  of,  and  see  what 
flneDC«  he  is  able  to  exercise  in  any  city  or 
town.  It  will  be  fbnnd,  in  moat  instances,  that 
the  person  so  situated  can  effect  leas,  at  any 
election,  than  if  he  bad  not  an  offioe.  There  is 
a  watcbfbi  jealonsy  among  t^e  people,  which 
repels  any  nndae  or  even  active  exertions  of 
men  in  official  stations  to  oontrol  or  sway  the 
elecdoDS.  We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  them. 
As  to  the  oDoqnal  distribation  of  the  revenue, 
which,  it  is  said,  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement gives  rise  to,  1  answer,  that  the 
same  may  be  s^d  of  every  other  branch  of  pnb- 
lio  eipenditore:  fortifioationa  are  erectea  on 
oar  coasts  and  frontiers  most  exposed  to  at- 
tacks ;  light-houses,  breakwaters,  &o.,  on  the 
seaooast.  These,  and  many  other  works,  do 
not  immediately  benefit  lite  interior ;  bat  in 
theee  and  all  other  erections  and  improvements, 
regard  is  had  to  the  general  welfare.  What- 
ever pvee  life  and  vigor  to  the  whole  system, 
must  be  beneficial  to  its  parts ;  in  like  maniter, 
the  healthfnl  action  of  the  heart  commonicates 
its  tone  to  the  extremities.  We  have  been  told, 
loo,  that,  by  the  rednntion  of  duties  upon  tea 
and  coffee,  and  certain  luxuries  of  life  which 
do  not  interfere  with  our  domestic  industry,  as 
is  proposed  by  a  bill  on  onr  table,  the  revenue 
will  be  so  much  reduced  as  to  leave  no  surplus 
b^ond  the  ordiaary  demands  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  Bat  it  should  be  considered  that  the  bills 
allnded  to  are  prospective  in  their  operation ; 
and  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  very  great  dlminntion  &om  the  pro- 
posed measures.  The  great  increase  of  popula- 
tion must  create  a  proportionate  demand.  In 
wd  of  this,  there  is  a  law  of  political  economy 
which  is  universally  true,  that  the  capacity  to 
buy,  from  the  comparative  ohaapness  of  the 
ooaunodity,  increases  its  consumption ;  in  other 
words,  the  reduction  of  a  dntj  will,  in  a  corre- 
apoading  ratio,  iocreaae  the  demand.  After 
paying  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  current  year,  and  applying  eleven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
public  debt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  eati- 
mat«B  that  there  will  be  a  balance  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  first  day  of  January,  1831,  of  four 
mUlions  four  handred  and  nJnety>foar  thousand 
five  hnndred  and  forty-five  dollars.  It  is, 
therefore,  apparent  that  two  millions  of  dollars 
may,  with  perfect  safety,  be  applied  annaally 
to  internal  improvements,  leaving  enough  from 
all  the  Boorces  of  revenue,  and  the  operation  of 
the  sinking  fond,  to  extinguish  the  debt  in  five 


yeoTB.  Hy  constituents  have  no  immediate  in- 
terest in  the  road  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  fma 
the  nearest  part  of  my  district  it  is  at  least  od« 
handred  and  eighty  miles.  But  I  advooate  it 
becanae  it  is  put  of  a  great  system  which  I 
consider  this  Govwnment  under  the  most  sol- 
emn obligations  bound  to  perserwe  in.  Hie 
road,  from  tJhia  dty  to  New  Orleans,  is  not  a 
new  prq}eot ;  it  was  earnestly  brooght  into 
view  Dy  Mr.  Calhonn  in  1618,  in  support  of  a 
bill  wMoh  he  introduced  into  Coagrees,  to  set 
apart,  and  pledge  as  a  fnnd  for  internal  im- 
provement, the  bonus  and  United  States  share 
of  the  dividends  of  the  National  Bank.  In  a 
report  which  the  same  gentleman  made  while 
Secretary  of  War,  it  is  noticed  as  one  of  the 
prominent  national  objects,  and  it  has  never 
since  been  lost  sight  (rf  by  the  Oommtttees  on 
Internal  Improvements  of  this  Honse.  By 
cherishing  a  s|Mt  of  concession,  and  merging 
all  minor  considerations  in  the  great  one  itf 
making  a  beginning  upon  the  principle  contain- 
ed in  Uie  trfU,  its  Mends  cannot  &i]  to  efibot  its 
passage.  When  we  reflect  upon  the  ""'"Tig 
extent  of  our  oountry,  the  ^versity  of  intw- 
ests  and  occupations  of  its  inhabitacta,  and  ex- 
amine the  barriers  which  its  gec^aphioal  fea- 
tures present  to  direct  and  easy  intercourse,  we 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  tbot  it  is  impossi- 
ble te  bind  the  different  parts  t<K;ether  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  good  roaiu  and  canals 
extending  from  the  cwitre  to  the  extremities  of 
the  UnioD.  By  these  means  we  shall  be  able 
to  preserve  the  sympathies  of  our  nature,  widdi 
di^Ance  is  too  apt  to  sunder. 

Bat  we  will  realize  their  advanti^es  obiefiy 
during  war,  when  the  Government  ia  compelled 
to  rely  for  most  of  its  revenue  upon  a  system 
of  internal  taxation,  its  ordinary  fiscal  reeonrces 
being  in  a  great  measure  cut  off.  The  effect  ^ 
this  system  is  to  drain  the  interior  of  tbe  coun- 
try of  its  currency,  and  to  direct  it  to  the  sea- 
board, or  to  places  where  trotnis  are  collected 
for  the  defence  of  exposed  situations  on  the 
frontiers.  It  will  be  reoolleoted  that  no  part 
of  the  interior  of  the  United  States  was,  during 
the  late  war,  exempted  from  this  evil ;  it  oper- 
ated peculiarly  hard  in  tbe  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania ;  specie  in  fact  disappeared,  and 
a  miserable  p^>er  currency  was  substitnted  for 
it,  flooding  the  country,  and  with  ita  natunl 
tendency  for  depreciation,  mining  tboneands  of 
the  best  port  of  our  population — tbe  Garmer^ 
the  honest  yeomuiry  of  the  conntry,  who,  in 
tuch  a  state  of  things,  are  always  the  greatest 
sufferers.  It  is  the  part  of  prudence  to  gnord, 
as  far  as  practjoable,  against  a  recurrence  of  so 
much  suffering  and  calamity.  We  cannot,  it  is 
true,  prevent  the  drain  of  our  currency,  that  ia 
the  inevitable  effect  of  direct  taxatJon ;  but  we 
con,  in  a  great  degree,  mitigate  its  effeota,  by 
giving  to  onr  people  cheap  and  easy  meana  of 
transporting  their  produce  and  stock  to  mar- 
ket ;  to  th^  market  where  troops  may  be  a»- 
sembled,  and  where  there  is  the  greatest  public 
expenditure.    If  you  deny  them  tlMse  meao^ 
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be  imponblB  to  utiify  the  tax  gitbonr ;  jodg- 
menu  and  «xecntioiia  will  speecQl;  follow ;  bat 
iQ  ve  oeaH;  in  the  nme  Bitnatioit;  and  where 
■re  the  pnrdiasen  to  be  found  ?  The  earnings 
of  years  of  honeet  industry  will  be  BW^t  off 
in  a  moment,  fw  a  sum  aometiniee  insuSoieat 
to  pay  the  eoat  of  eollection — always  vastly 
digpnqtortioiied  to  the  Tslae  of  the  property, 
eittier  to  enrich  the  canning  apecnlator,  or  to 
add  to  the  already  overgrown  wealth  of  some 
sabol),  or  to  increase  the  public  lands  and  atook 
to  remain  nnptodnctive,  nntdl  better  times  shall 
liable  them  to  sell  for  snms  equal  to  their 
elaima.  A  GoTemment  expressly  iostitnted  to 
prwnote  the  happiueae  and  welfare  of  all  its 
dtiaens,  should  provide  in  a  time  of  peace, 
when  Ua  reaonroea  are  aboitdant,  ag^nst  saoh 
rninoiu  ooDse^Deiioes.  In  this  way  it  will  beet 
secare  the  laalmg  attadiment  of  tike  people. 

The  genHemAn  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Ooxx,)  in 
q)eaking  of  the  probable  expense  of  the  pro- 
posed road,  said  IJiat  the  Oamberland  road  cost 
(be  Goremment  fifteen  thousand  dollars  per 
mile.  He  has  Eallen  into  an  error.  The  whole 
distance  i>t  the  road  is  one  hondred  and  thirty- 
five  miles ;  its  aggregate  cost  one  million  seven 
hnndred  and  two  thoosaud  three  hundred  and 
ninety-five  dollars  which  is  equal  to  twelve 
tlwoMiid  six  hondred  and  ten  dollars  a  mile. 
At  a  prt^MT  time,  I  wilt,  I  tnut;,  be  able  to 
ahow  to  the  House  that  no  taut  of  money  of 
equal  amount  has  ever  been  expended  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  country.  But  it  is 
proper  to  say  that  at  the  time  this  road  was 
oommenoed,  this  Govemmeut  had  no  expe- 
nenee  in  the  buuuess ;  few  possessed  the  re- 
qniaite  skill  for  it ;  then,  and  for  many  years 
afterwards,  provisicwa  were  dear,  and  the 
wagee  of  labor  near  one  hundred  per  cent  be- 
joai  its  present  amount.  What  added  greatly 
toUieooetof  thisroadj  is  tlie  uomber  of  bridges, 
some  of  which  are  bailt  in  a  style  of  superiw 
and  expensive  workmanship,  exhibiting  monu- 
menta  of  arohit«ctaral  skul  not  surpassed  in 
any  part  of  the  Union.  The  oontinnation  of 
the  Cuml>erlaiid  road  from  Wbeeltng  to  Zanes- 
ville,  which  is  made  upon  the  MoAdam  plan, 
and  ia  swd  to  be  the  best  road  in  the  United 
Btate^  cost,  I  am  informed,  about  six  thousand 
d<dlarB  ft  mile.  But  the  expenditure  upon 
works  of  this  n^nre  ia  of  secondary  conse- 
quence. If  a  harbor  ia  found  neoewory  for  tbe 
safety  and  convenience  of  our  shipping,  if  a 
Ibrtificalion  ia  wanting  for  onr  defence,  the  ex- 
pmae  of  oonstmoting  them  wonld  not  be  re- 
sided. There  is  a  pturamount  duty  which  the 
Qovemment  owes  to  its  citizens,  compared  to 
which,  geld  and  ulver  should  weigh  bat  as 
dost  in  the  balance.  They  daim  from  it  pro- 
tection at  any  priee ;  and  they  tiak  tiie  same 
meaanre  of  joatice,  I  will  not  call  it  liberality, 
in  mating  soch  improvements  as  the  situation 
ctf  the  ooDQtry  admits  of  and  reqnirea,  which 
State  and  individual  enterprise  is  UDequal  to, 
and  whioli  are  atrictly  of  a  national  character. 


The  perseverance  in  this  system  of  internal 
iutprovemeots.  it  has  been  sud,  will  dve  rise 
to  a  claim  of  jnrisdiction  by  the  Unlt^  Statea 
over  the  roads  they  make,  which  will  end  In 
the  erection  of  toll'gates,  and  the  enforcing  of 
penalties,  not  by  Stue  authority.  Claming,  aa 
I  do,  for  this  Government,  the  right  to  make 
roads  and  canals  without  the  consent  of  the 
States,  it  must  follow  that,  after  they  are  con- 
structed, it  has  a  complete  right  to  preserve 
them  by  eadb  means  as  it  chooees  to  select  If 
I  am  right  in  aaanming,  for  I  have  already  said 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  argue  it  that  the  consti- 
tution has  given  to  Congress  the  principal  pow- 
er, the  incident  must  follow ;  nor  ia  it  at  all 
Erobable  that  any  injurious  consequences  are 
kely  to  arise  from  the  exetclse  of  it.  The  au- 
thority to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads 
impliodly  confers  the  right  to  prot«ct  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  by  the  imposing  of  peul- 
tiea.  For  this  porpoee  voriona  laws  have  been 
passed,  and  punishments  have  been  inflicted, 
without  any  complaint  from  a  State,  and,  aa  I 
trust,  without  injury  to  it.  Nor  would  any 
greater  evil  happen  by  punishing  a  man  in  the 
United  Statea  oonrts  for  au  injury  done  to  the 
road.  Offences  of  this  kind  would  be  of  rare 
occurrence  :  when  it  was  known  that  the  pree- 
ence  of  vigilant  gate  keepers  wonld  probably 
prevent  escape,  and  that  speedy  pnnishment 
would  inevitably  follow,  litOe  mischief  would 
be  done.  There  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  an 
indictment  in  onr  State  oonrts  for  injuries  done 
to  roads  belon^ng  to  corporations,  and  the 
reason  that  prevents  their  oocnrrence  wonld 
apply  to  a  road  laid  out  under  the  aathority  of 
the  United  States.  Besides,  there  could  be  no 
valid  objection  to  conferring  Jarisdiction  on  the 
State  courts  to  pnniah  transgressors.  Oongress 
gave  them  power  to  ent«rtMn  suits,  to  collect 
the  internal  revenue,  and  to  enforce  penalties 
under  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  declaring  it 
tlie  anpreme  law  of  the  land,  and  that  the 
judges  of  the  State  oonrts  shoold  be  bound 
thereby.  This  power,  I  admit,  was  by  some  of 
the  Statea  diapnted ;  hot  surely  it  would  be 
going  too  far  to  say  that  evils  were  likely  to 
arise  from  the  exercise  of  it.  And  if  there 
shonld  be  a  disposition  in  any  State  to  reAise 
the  jurisdiction,  offenders  would  have  no  right 
to  complain  if  they  were  sent  to  the  United 
States  court  for  triaL  Seldom,  indeed,  wonld 
there  be  ocuasion  for  such  a  proceeding ;  but  if 
a  case  should  arise,  demandmg  it,  is  it  likely 
the  criminal  would  talk  of  its  hardship !  And, 
if  not,  who  would  be  qnixotic  enougn  to  com- 
plain for  himt  The  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Statea  over  their  roads,  whether  they  should 
exert  it  by  direct  appropriationa  to  keep  them 
in  repur,  or  by  the  erection  of  toll-gates,  can- 
not be  B  oauae  of  the  least  apprehension  to  the 
Statee,  no  more  than  they  now  feel  from  the 
pnnishment  of  a  m^  robber.  It  is  impossible 
that  injury  can  arise  from  it. 

The   gentlemen  from  Virginia   who   have 
spoken  on  Uie  other  side  of  the  question,  hvn 
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indulged  themseWea  In  &  warmth  of  feeling 
and  an  asperity  of  remark,  not  warranted,  in 
my  Judgment  by  the  Dccjision.  If  the  parposes 
of  uie  bill  Bhould  be  anawered,  or  if  the  sys- 
tem, of  which  it  ia  part,  should  be  panned,  the 
de^gn  Sb  of  the  most  laudable  character,  and 
entitled  to  no  common  praise;  the  end,  the  de- 
velopment of  national  resources,  the  promotion 
of  eocial  intercourse,  the  diffusion  of  substan- 
tial benefits — in  a  word,  the  prosperity  of  the 
confederacy.  Yet  it  has  been  received  as  if 
some  Ngnal  calamity  was  about  to  be  inflicted, 
carrying  in  its  trun  famine  and  pestilence  and 
desolation.  Are  they  afraid  that  the  march  of 
the  system  will  realize  all  we  hope  and  all  we 

Eredict  for  it ;  and  that  "  their  occnpation  will 
e  gone  t"  If,  iLr,  'I  mistake  not  the  **  signs  of 
the  times,"  a  great  revolntion  is  going  on  in 
public  opinion,  in  the  South,  on  this  question ; 
dtad  the  day  is  not  very  remote,  when  Virginia 
will  concede  to  this  Government  all  that  the 
most  sanxuino  friends  of  internal  improvement 
could  desire.  One  of  her  diatingnished  states- 
men, now  a  member  of  this  Uoaee,  has  for 
years  devoted  hia  time  and  talents  to  the 
cause.  Every  day  furnishes  new  evidence  that 
his  patriotic  fellow-citizens  are  yielding  the 
pr^udices  that  would  lock  cp  the  bounties 
which  a  benefloent  Providence  nas  so  profusely 
scattered  over  our  land.  He  merits  the  Issting 
gratitude  of  hia  oonutrymen,  the  richest  reward 
of  a  public  benefactor. 

The  prodnotions  of  our  country  which  soil 
Bad  climate  have  already  made  so  Tarioos,  are 
becoming  duly  more  diversified,  ensuring,  at 
no  distant  day,  a  home  supply  of  most  of  the 
loxuries  as  veil  aa  the  necessaries  of  life.  An 
important  advantage  wjiich  this  view  of  onr 
condition  and  proapectegives rise tK>,  is,  that tbe 
different  parts  of  our  Union  will  be  made  de- 
pendent on  each  otiior — an  invariable  effect  of 
mutual  wants.  Nothing,  therefore  demands 
from  OS  higher  regard  or  more  deliberate  con- 
rideration,  than  the  means  of  uniting  onr  whole 
pe^le  into  one  great  commensal  famUy. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  npon 
the  beneficial  conseqaeuces  of  an  extended  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements ;  they  must  be 
&miliar  to  the  members  of  this  committee.  I 
have  endeavored  to  avoid  noticing  the  points 
which  have  been  urged  by  others  in  snpport 
of  the  bill ;  and  having  reason  to  fear  that  the 
committee  b  already  fatigued  by  a  long  diacns- 
sioD,  I  will  coaclude  with  thanking  Uiem  for 
their  attention. 

Hr.  MoNSLL  next  rose.  He  sud  he  had 
waited  until  this  late  period  of  the  debate  on 
the  bill,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  some 
one  of  his  colleagues,  more  competent  than 
himself,  would  give  to  the  committee  the  views 
which  he  knew  a  large  m^ority  of  tbe  delega- 
tion of  New  York,  in  unison  with  himset^  en- 
tertained upon  this  question.  No  one  (said  Ur. 
U.)  has  felt  disposed  to  do  so ;  and  as  1  cannot 
consent  that  the  vote  on  this  bill  ahonld  be 
taken  withont  the  expression  of  an  opinion 


from  the  State  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  I  have,  reluctantiy,  obtruded  tnjsdf 
upon  the  attention  of  the  committee. 

Aa  I  am  the  warm  Mend  of  intnnial  im- 
provement by  the  States,  and  have  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  occasions,  whether  In  pnblie  or  pri- 
vate life,  supported  every  measure  which  I 
believed  wonla  benefit  the  dtizens  of  my  native 
State,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  give  the 
reasons  that  will  influence  my  vole  on  Uie  pre*- 
ent  bilL  Sir,  the  State  of  New  York,  unaided 
by  the  General  Government,  has  advanced  tU 
in  this  system.  Bhe  has  connected  her  nortii- 
em  and  western  lakes  with  tbe  majestic  Hud- 
eon,  and  I  trust  will  continue  to  progress  until 
she  eitenda  its  blesdngs  to  every  portion  of 
her  citizens.  Although  she  has  advanced  tm, 
and  elevated  her  character  to  a  prominent  sta- 
tion among  her  sister  StateSj  she  has  not  done 
half  that  the  wants  of  her  cit^ena  require,  or 
the  means  she  possessea  will  authorize.  Hy 
immediate  constituents  are  now  anxiously  look- 
ing to  their  legislature  for  that  justice  they  be- 
lieve themselves  entitled  to — an  improvement 
along  their  lovely  valley,  which  will  place  them 
on  toe  level  with  other  portions  of  the  State. 
I  trust  tbey  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Soon  after  this  nation  passed  through  a  second 
war  of  independence  with  honor  and  renown, 
the  State  of  New  York,  suffering  as  she  had  in 
that  contest  in  blood  and  treasure,  and  believing 
herself  entitled  to  the  favorable  notice  of  Con- 
gress, from  the  aid  and  support  she  had  given  to 
strengthen  the  arm  of  the  General  Government, 
applied  for  aid  to  enable  her  to  prosecute  ths 

f^reat  works  of  internal  improvement  he  had 
ong  conceived,  but  which  were  retarded  by 
the  breaking  out  and  conl^uing  of  that  war. 
What  was  ^e  told  by  this  Government  I  Al- 
though her  good  and  fdthful  service  was  ad- 
mitted, her  losses  and  privations  appreciated, 
yet  it  was  unconstitutional  to  aid  m  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals.  She  submitted 
to  the  decision,  and,  nothing  daunted,  rented 
upon  her  own  resources  to  accomplish  that 
which  her  citizens  bad  willed  ahonld  be  accom- 

Slished.  For  one,  I  r^oice  that  she  is  not  in- 
ebted  to  this  Government  for  aid.  By  voor 
refusal,  the  resources  of  the  State  have  been 
developed ;  the  patriotism  of  the  people  e^ib- 
ited ;  the  sound  nearts  and  williug  hands  of  her 
citizens  enlisted  to  elevate  her  character,  and 
place  her  upon  an  eminence  that  her  extenfflve 
possessions  and  fertile  soil  intended  she  should 

■What  was  nuoonstitutional  when  New  York 
iplied  for  aid,  has,  by  the  change  of^  time  and 
'  men,  become  constitutional  now.  By  the 
construction  given  to  (he  constitution  by  mod- 
ern statesmen,  all  power  is  vested  in  this  Gov- 
ernment. The  doctrines  contended  for  in  for- 
daya  are  exploded,  new  ones  have  taken 
their  place ;  and,  under  them,  thia  Government 
is  extendiog  its  iufiuence  over  every  part  and 
portion  of  what  was  once  considered  independ- 
ent State  Eoverelgntf :  the  rights  of  the  BtatN 
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•ra  merged  in  this  grand  oonsolidfttod  Govern- 
ment.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  discusgion  of 
ti]«  abHtraot  conttitational  right  of  this  G«v- 
emment  to  make  roads  and  canals  in  the  sev- 
«r«I  States,  withoQt  the  twuseat  of  the  StAtes  or 
the  people^  It  has  been  ssmmed,  and  ezeroised 
ao  often,  that,  nntU  some  ezprau  proviuon  t« 
the  oontrarj  shall  be  made  in  the  constitution, 
it  is  wane  than  nselese  to  question  the  power. 
The  adTocatea  of  the  light  do  not  oltum  it  b7 
express  grant,  bnt  bj  implioation  and  constmo- 
tion  of  different  parts  of  that  inatrnment  It  is 
claimed  nnder  tne  power  to  provide  for  the 
oommon  defenoe  and  general  welfare;  nuder 
the  power  to  reffolate  commerce  among  the 
Mranl  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  nn- 
der the  power  to  establish  post  offioea  and  post 
roads.  I  have  alwajs  donbted  whether  this 
QoTernment,  under  any  or  all  of  these  powers, 
eonld  exercise  the  right  of  making  roads  aad 
ooaals.  On  more  occasions  than  one,  have  I 
listened  to  the  arguments  of  the  ablest  men  of 
the  nation,  on  this  maoh-dispnted,  nice  ques- 
tion of  constitotiODal  law.  Although  I  will  not 
disonas  the  question  of  abstract  right,  I  may  be 
pwmitted  to  denj  the  etpedienoy  of  its  eier- 
eise  by  this  Gorernment.  The  exercise  of  this, 
and  in  other  constractive  rights,  claimed  by 
this  Qovemment,  sbonld  be  narrowly  watched 
bj  tbe  representatives  of  the  people.  Oor  daty 
to  our  States  and  oor  constituents  requires  it  at 
ow  huids ;  and  yet  it  appears  to  me,  that, 
when  we  assemble  here  as  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slatee,  we  forget  home — we  forget  State 
righto,  and  lose  State  feeling.  Oor  whole 
thoaghts  are  directed  to  tbe  mighty  power  of 
tttis  sU-abaorbiog  and  controlling  Qovemment, 
regardless  of  tbe  feelings  of  our  constitnenta,  or 
interests  of  the  States ;  we  exercise  not  only  all 
t2)e  power*  given  to  na  by  express  grant,  bnt 
every  othar  which,  by  implioauon  or  constmc' 
tHHL  CAS  be  tortured  into  a  right.  I  beseech 
ge^emen  to  pause  and  reflect.  If  this  Qov- 
emment does  possess  the  power  contended  for 
^  its  adroestas,  let  it  be  discreetly  exercised, 
■nd  only  on  at^owledged  great  national  oh- 
Jeeta. 

Under  tlie  power  to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  Mveral  State*,  and  to  lay  imposts  and  du- 
tiea,  this  Government  assumed  the  right  to 
oompol  the  canal  boats  on  the  New  York  oa- 
nala  to  pay  transit  duty.  In  1824  or  18S5,  or- 
ders were  iaaned  by  the  Treasury  Department 
to  the  selector  at  Buffalo,  to  enforce  the  col- 
leetkM)  of  duties.  I  well  remember  the  feeling 
created  in  Kew  Tork ;  her  citizens  from  one 
end  of  the  State  to  the  other,  were  prepared  to 
resist  whst  was  considered  as  an  enortMohment 
QpMi  State  rights ;  even  her  le^alaUve  holla  re- 
MXmded  wiUi  tbe  langoage  of  renstanoe,  and  a 
pMveveraiue  at  that  time,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  would  have  brought  that  State  in 
direct  0(dlia<Hi  with  the  General  Government 
Btnmg  proteste  were  entered  by  the  represent- 
■tivea  in  Oongresa,  from  New  Tork,  against 
the  uKuned  power,  and  great  exertions  were 


made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to  proonre  a 
withdrawal  of  the  order.  It  was  countermand- 
ed, bnt  the  right  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
duties  woa  not  surrendered ;  it  was  suspended 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  enforced  whenever 
the  will  of  this  Government  shall  direct  Yon 
have  established  yonr  ports  of  entry  in  every 
part  of  her  State — at  Buffalo,  Booheater,  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  and  I  know  not  how  many  other 
places — np<Hi  every  stream  and  rivulet — upon 
tide  waters  and  inland  lakes — in  every  city  and 
town  that  you  please  to  con^der  commercial ; 
swanna  of  officers,  to  eiecute  the  laws  and  col- 
lect the  revenue,  are  stationed  among  the  peo* 
pie.  Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  lay  imposts  and  duties,  yon  claim,  and  may, 
at  some  future  day,  enforce,  the  power  to  ooIt 
lect  duties  on  every  canal  made  by  State  an- 
thority ;  and  what  is  to  prevent  yon  t  The 
broad  and  unlimited  oonstrnction  of  ooustitu- 
tionol  power  claimed,  will  cover  every  act  of 
oppression,  and  oaurpation  of  State  rights ;  thus 
gradually,  bnt  certainly,  will  every  vestige  of 
State  rights  end  State  interests  be  swallowed 
up  by  the  eonatmctive  powers  of  the  General 
Government.  Under  the  power  to  lay  imposta 
and  duties,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  geoOTal  welfare,  the  whole  revenue  of 
State  can^  may  be  claimed.  Now  your  Treas- 
ury is  full,  and  it  is  not  needed ;  but  let  war 
exhaust  it,  let  commerce  be  impaired,  or,  what 


visionary  schemes  of  internal  improvement,  and 
tbe  particular  welfare  of  the  States  most  sor- 
render  to  the  general  welfare  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  States  most  stand  in  the  relation 
to  the  United  States  that  individuals  do  to  the 
States — twnnd  to  yield  a  portion  of  what  they 
have  for  the  general  welfare.  Sources  of  lev- 
eaoe,  which  they  fondly  hoped  would  support 
their  own  Governments,  and  enable  them  to 
extend  the  blesnngs  of  internal  Improvement 
by  ^eir  own  authority  to  every  portion  of  their 
citizens,  will  be  diverted  from  their  proper 
channels,  and  poored  into  the  Treasury  of  Uiia 
QovemmenL  Can  New  York,  consistent  with 
her  honor  or  her  interests,  submit  to  such 
degradation!  Is  Pennsylvania,  with  her  nu- 
merous canals,  prepared  to  surrender  all  to  this 
Government?  I  trust  not.  ^r,  where  is  the 
remedy  t  I  answer  here,  in  this  hall.  We 
must  halt  in  oar  coarse-— we  must  confine  this 
Government  within  its  primevsl  legitimate 
bounds — we  must  restore  it  to  the  powers  that 
were  exercised  under  it  in  the  days  of  Jeffer- 
son's administration. 

It  is  contended  that  the  power  to  oonstmct 
roads  and  canals  is  eiven  by  the  clause  in  tbe 
constitution  anthonzing  Oongress  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads.  Great  puns  have 
been  taken  to  give  us  the  definition  of  the 
word  establish.  Dictionaries  have  been  oon- 
snlted — Walker,  Ainsworth,  and  others.  It  is 
defined  to  mean  "  to  erect,  to  make,"  dec  We 
have  heard  latwred  arguments  to  show  n^ 
because  the  meaning  of  the  word  establish  I> 
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deflned  to  b«  "  to  iii«k«,*'  th»t  CongrMi  has  tjie 
power  to  iii&k«  post  rotida.  Sir,  I  will  not  eaj 
that  these  wotoh  may  not  be  tortured  into 
■oeh  ooDstmction,  nor  offer  Buy  argament  on 
the  constltatiouaiitf  of  the  doctrine,  Tet 
I  most  be  permitted  to  doubt  tbkt  taj  snch 
power,  under  tbeae  words,  whs  intended  \>j  the 
fhunera  of  the  constitntion  to  be  given  to  Ood- 
gresa.  The  pl^  and  obTiona  meaniog  of  that 
claoM  *iH  that  which  is  7eBrly  exercised  bj 
Oongreu — Oie  eatablishment  of  post  routes  on 
roads  erected  and  made  by  the  people,  and  on 
which,  for  publio  oonvenienoe,  it  is  thought 
neoeesary  to  transport  the  mail.  In  the  re- 
marks I  hare  made,  I  have  endeavored  to  show 
to  the  committee  the  inexpedient  of  Congrees 
exereising  all  the  powers  which,  bj  con- 
sbnotion  or  implication,  are  claimed  as  belong- 
ing to  this  Govemment ;  and  porticnlariy  as 
snob  exercise  affects  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  States.  As  a  further  illoBtration  of  mj 
viewa,  T  will  snppoee  vij  eolleagne,  who  resides 
at  Bnffalo,  to  offer  to  tbia  Honse  th«  following 
resolution: 

"  RuolrMid,  That  the  CoBmlttee  oo  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  ttoads  be  inatroeted  to  [nqnire  into  the  ei- 
pedhtne;  of  eitablldiing  a  post  route  from  BnfUo 
to  AlbaD7,1)ir  tbe  wa;  of  the  Erie  CuaL" 

It  is  referred  to  the  committee,  at  the  head  of 
which  is  tbe  honorable  gentleman  ttwa  Ken- 
tnokj.  Oongreas  having  tbe  right  to  establiah 
postofflcas  and  posts  roads,  and  watersnavigable, 
or  made  navigable,  being  considered  hlghwaja, 
the  reasoningfoUowB  the  premisea,  that  Congress 
has  the  power  to  efltaUisn  a  mul  ronte  upon  the 
Erie  canaL  It  has  been  decided  that  the  Hud- 
son lUver  is  an  arm  of  Hie  sea,  and  Jarisdiction 
has  been  so  lar  extended  over  the  waters  of 
New  York,  as  to  establish  ports  of  entry  on  the 
western  lakes,  the  Erie  Oaital  connecting  Uie 
tide  waters  of  tike  Hudson  with  the  waters  of 
lake  Erie;  it,  tberefix«,  becomes  neeeasary, 
that  oommcroe  shonld  be  carried  on  between 
the  States.  A  law  Is  passed,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolntion ;  and  a  boat  is  started  at  JUbanj, 
on  the  tide  waters,  witli  the  "  United  States 
mail,"  in  capitals,  upon  her  stem.  Slie  ap- 
proaches the  first  look,  and  is  bailed,  "  what 
iMMt  ia  that  t "  "  The  Oongreas  of  the  United 
States."  "  Who  ia  her  commander  I "  "Gen- 
eral Welhre."  "  What  ia  the  object  of  her 
voyage  t "  "  Regulating  commerce  among  the 
eeveral  States  ana  with  the  Indian  tribes,  trans- 
porting tbe  United  States  mail,  and  conveying 
teocHW  to  the  northern  lakes."  The  collector 
would  Bay,  this  canal  is  the  property  of  the 
State  of  New  York ;  it  was  made  by  the  exer- 
tions of  her  own  citiaena  withont  any  foreign 
aid,  end  yoti  cannot  pasa  withoat  the  payment 
of  tolL  To  which  '*  General  Wel&re  "  woold 
reply  that  Oongreas  baa  power  to  regulate  oom- 
meroe  and  estuitiih  post  offlceaaod  post  roads; 
a  post  route  has  been  established  on  this  canal, 
ai^  yoa  will  not  presnme  to  intArmpt  the 
United  States  maiL  The  people  of  New  York 
look  to  the  law  tot  pra(«ction  and  deeition  of 
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all  dispnted  ciynu.  On  the  retam  of  "  Gen- 
eral Welfare,"  he  is  arrested  in  our  State 
oonrta.  I  will  not  trouble  tbe  oommittee  with 
a  long  detui ;  tbe  State  coarts  decide  in  favor 
of  tlie  toll  gatherer ;  it  is  carried  op  to  the 
Supreme  Conrt  of  the  Unit«d  States.  I  need 
not  give  yon  the  decision.  When  did  State  de- 
dsiona  or  State  rights  sncoeed  in  opposition  to 
tbe  laws  of  Congress,  or  to  the  eonstmotln 

Siwers  of  this  Government  t  Let  Kentucky, 
hio,  New  York,  and  other  States  answer. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  exercise  by  GoogreM 
of  this  disputed  right  on  another  ground :  it  ii 
noeqaal  and  ni^nst  in  its  operatiou.  During 
the  uat  year,  disregarding  fractions,  there  was 
reotived  into  yonr  Treaeary  tweoty-fonr  millions 
of  dollars ;  for  all  tbe  ordinary  parpoaes  ot 
GoTCmment,  twelve  millions  are  sufficient;  and, 
with  proper  economy,  that  som  need  not  be 
expended.  Yon  have  then  a  sorplns  flmd  of 
twelve  millions  beyond  the  amonnt  required  fat 
tbe  expenses  of  Government,  to  be  scramUed 
for  in  this  hall,  and  expended,  according  to 
present  doctrines,  in  internal  improv«nient 
You  have  two  hundred  and  thirteen  member* 
from  tbe  States,  and  three  delegatea  firom  terri- 
tories ;  divide  this  amount  into  two  hnndred  and 
thirteen  diabriota,  and  you  will  ^ve  annually  to 
each  congrearioual  Patriot  dft^-eix  thousand  dol- 
lars. By  this  division,  New  York,  with  her  thir- 
ty-fliur  memtters,  would  be  entitled  aimiially  to 
two  millions  of  doUars.  Pennsylvania,  witii  her 
twenty- four  members,  to  one  million  four  hnn- 
dred and  forty-four  tiiooBand.  Virginia,  with 
her  twenty-two  members,  to  cme  million  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand.  Will  any 
course  of  legislation  here  ^ve  to  these  States  a 
fur  proportion  of  the  surplus  Amds  by  way  of 
internal  improvement?  Certainly  not.  lUf 
miaeraUe  pittance  to  New  York,  of  a  road  from 
BnOslo  to  the  State  line  of  PennsylTaaia,  is  bst 
a  sonr  rrtnm  for  the  four  millions  ahe  ws 
annnaUy  into  your  Treasury,  As  it  is  tbenrst, 
so  for  many  years  it  wiU  be  the  last  boon  that 
will  be  offered  for  ber  two  ™iiiinfi«  annual 
anrplos  in  yonr  Treasury. 

Give  to  New  York,  to  be  applied  by  ber 
Legistatnre,  one-Lalf  of  her  Just  proportion  of 
this  surplus  fund.  Let  it  be  placed  in  the 
treaaury  of  her  own  State,  and  in  ten  years  ihe 
will  extend  the  blessings  of  her  own  system  <i 
improvement  to  every  village  and  hamlet  in 
ber  State,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  her  peo- 
ple; it  will  be  expended  in  niefnl  worka,  in 
national  objects,  and  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people. 

I  come  now  to  the  question  of  the  utility  of 
this  gigantic  P^^^t  of  a  grand  land  oommuni- 
cation  from  Buffalo  to  New  Orleans,  and  ipnst 
say  that  to  my  mind,  it  is  the  most  extrava- 
gant and  viwonary  one  that  ever  was  presented 
to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  a  representative 
assembly.  It  is  to  be  made  through  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  fifl«en  hundred  milea  in 
length,  and  from  its  commenoement  at  BnfiUo) 
the  first  sealMMrd,  the  first  oomroerual  place  it 
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toocbea  is  the  dtj  of  WaBhington,  a  diatanM 
of  Mme  foar  hondred  milee.  C&n  any  man 
beliere  that  the  trade  from  Buffalo,  or  an;  part 
of  Ncir  Yoi^  wiU  be  diverted  ftom  the  cit; 
of  Kew  York  by  thia  road  1  or  will  Pennayl- 
TWiia  or  Uarjlaad  prefer  Washington  for  a 
marltet  to  their  own  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
tooret  Look  to  the  imprOTement*  of  Kew 
Tcrk,  PeoiujiTaida,  and  Maryland,  their  tuI- 
Toaida  and  canals,  aiM  the  moat  viaionar?  must 
be  satisfiad  that  this  eontomplated  road  cannot 


7«sra  to  come:  and  if  we  snoud,  New  York 
deeirca  trooM  &om  Washington  to  defend  her 
ftontieTs.  Ho,  sir,  there  is  no  beneficial  pur- 
poae  fbr  which  this  road  can  be  osed ;  it  will 
be  a  lasting  monument  of  a  natdon's  folly,  and 
raoeiTa  the  wont  carae  which  an  Irishman  can 
bcfltow  npon  his  enemy — the  grass  will  grow 
npoa  its  aorfiue.  Again ;  What  is  to  become 
of  Hm  road  after  it  is  made^    Do  yon  intend  to 


But  snppoae  yon  ahonld 
over  Btato  si^  and  scatter  yonr  toil  gatherers 
over  the  8tat«a ;  what  will  yon  recmre  t  Not 
<me  per  cent  Yon  cannot  keep  it  in  repair  by 
tolls.  What  next  I  The  Govemroent  mtut 
approfmate,  annually,  one  million  of  dollars  to 
repair  it  By  the  bill  fifteen  hnndred  dollars 
per  mile  are  appropriated ;  bnt  no  M«d  of  it 
will  pr«Und  that  is  all  that  will  be  a^ed.  Let 
the  &th  of  the  nation  be  pledged  for  Its  oon- 
Btmetion,  and  yon  will  be  reqoired,  annually. 
to  appropriate  numey  for  its  completion,  nntii 
it  will  coat  as  many  thousands  as  hundreaa  are 
now  asked.  Will  tb«  States,  through  which  it 
pawiH,  take  it  off  yonr  hands,  and  keep  it  in  ro- 
patrt  No.  The  Statea  know  it  will  not  yield 
rerenne  •nffiaiatt  to  do  so,  Th^  will  tell  yon 
it  is  ytmr  own  riekl  j  bantlings  and  your  faith 
is  pledged  to  support  iL 

It  has  been  said  oat  of  this  hall,  that  this  is 
a  part  cf  the  "  American  system ;"  and  I  have 
ban  urged,  oa  a  friend  lo  that  ^ateip,  to  sup- 
porttUsbtU.  It i« called  the i^oneer  bill,  in  the 
trahi  of  which  nnmerona  others  are  to  follow. 

If  by  the  "American  ■yatem"  is  meant  a 
syMem  erf  laws  wUeh  shall  be  fi>r  the  benefit 
of  the  American  people,  and  as  nearly  OS  may  be 


le^fltem  is  meant  that 
I  am  bound  to  support  every  wild  and  visionary 
road  prefect  that  tlie  imapnatlona  vi  gentlemen 
here  or  elsewhere  may  preaent  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Oongress,  I  mnat  be  permitted  to 
dnauit  and  enter  my  proteet.  As  a  member 
of  the  Cmunlttae  on  Hannfactnrea  I  cordially 
a^ree  to  the  resolntion  submitted  to  the  House, 
"that  it  wae  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  revise 
the  tariff  law  of  1B28."  I  then  believed  and 
now  believe,  that  Jnsdoe  to  die  mannfactnrere 
sad  aound  polky  required  tiie  sappreasion  of 
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(briber  legislation  at  this  time.  Theae  are, 
however,  articlee  which  have  become  neces- 
saries of  life  from  their  common  use,  Buob  oa 
tea,  coffee,  silk.  &c.,  which  are  not  grown  or 
manu&otnred  in  tins  oonntry,  or,  if  so,  to  a 
very  limited  extent,  and  not  intwfering  with 
the  domestio  industry  of  the  nation.  By 
reducing  the  dntice  on  the  articles  I  have  men- 
tioned, yon  will  relieTS  the  people  flxim  several 
millioos  of  indirect  taxation,  and  retain  in  yonr 
Treasury  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Government. 

There  are  two  sitnatiOTia  in  which  Govern* 
meets,  like  individuals,  are  frequently  niynst; 
in  adversity,  with  a  hettvy  debt  hanging  over 
them,  and  in  prosperity,  suddenly  kdA.  unex- 
pentedly  acqnired ;  in  the  one  ease,  pressed  to 
discharge  cltums  out  of  their  power  to  mee^ 
they  prevaricate,  and  refuse  Jnatioe  when  it  is 
due ;  in  the  other,  their  fimda  are  profusely 
squandered  and  their  money  lavished  npon  un- 
important and  useless  otijects.  The  Utt«r  is  the 
E resent  situation  of  this  Government  Yon 
Bve  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  yon  know 
not  what  to  do  with  yonrsorplns  fxmAa.  Now, 
sir,  aa  I  am  one  of  Uiose  who  do  not  ooudder 
a  national  debt  to  be  a  national  blesrang,  I  pro- 
pose to  diacbaige  your  national  debl^-j)ay  off 
every  ahilling — take  up  the  last  bond;  it  will 
be  iha  brigntest  star  in  the  galaxy  of  your 
renown,  ^hibit  to  the  worid  the  bri{" 
example  of  a  nation,  not  sixty  years  i 
having  passed  through  two  expensive  i 
lengthy  ware,  and  free  of  debt.  When  that 
shall  he  aooompliahed,  (and  we  are  assured  it 
will  be  in  a  few  years,)  our  mannficturers  will 
have  aoi^uired  strength  sufficient  to  compete 
with  their  foreign  opponents,  and  will  them- 
selves nnite  in  the  priniriety  of  a  gradual  bnt 
certain  reduction  of  duties  until  u>e  revenue 
shall  only  be  equal  to  the  neoeaaitiua  of  the 
Government,  and  the  people  relieved  from  heavy 
burdens. 

Hi.  AxQiB.  said  it  was  with  great  diffidenoa 
he  rose  to  address  the  committee.  It  was  hia 
first  attempt  to  spesk  npon  that  floor,  and  it  was 
with  much  difflcolty  he  had  raised  his  courage 
to  the  speaking  point  We  have  been  several 
days  (said  ACr.  A.)  engaged  in  the  discnsrion 
of  this  Inll.    i  have  listened  with  strict  and 

Sfunfol  attention  to  the  arguments  urged  in 
ivor  of  its  passage.  I  have  witneesed,  with 
astonishment  and  with  alarm,  the  ardent  ceal 
with  which  ila  friends  are  hurried  fbrward. 
Belnotaot  aa  I  have  been  to  engage  in  this  dia- 
eussion,  I  eoold  not  ut  here  quietly,  and  in 
filenoe  see  the  screws  tuned  npon  the  people. 
I  oould  not  see  bordana  n^jastiy  and  unwar- 
rantably imposed  upon  my  eonstitnenta,  without 
prot«rting  againat  It 

I  consider  this  system  of  l^^slation  end, 
aujost  and  oppresnve,  I  coiud&r  it  as  fraught 
with  Uie  moat  dangerons  tendency,  and  aa  lead- 
ing to  the  most  disastrons  etmseqnanoes.  Ky 
feelioga  are  s:iich,  that  1  cannot  repress  them 
when  I  aee  the  fruita  of  honest  iodnstij  aboot 
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to  be  coined  into  doll&rs  and  cents,  and  Bqaan- 
dered  by  a  profligate  hand,  upon  projects  which 
Are  useless  and  idle.-  I  bare  prepared  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  vhioh  I  intend  to  offer 
at  a  proper  tJme,  if  the  motion  to  Htrike  out  the 
flrat  section  does  not  prerail.  If  gentlemen 
are  determined  to  force  the  bill  throngb,  right 
or  wrong^-if  they  are  determined  to  plonder 
the  Treasnrj,  and  pursue  a  oonrae  of  public 
rapine,  I  feel  anxious  that  the  State  of  New 
Tork  should  not  participate  ia  the  disgrace. 
I  believe  this  is  the  first  attempt  of  this  Qot- 
emmeat  to  foroe  her  tjatenk  of  road-making 
into  that  State.  Tlie  small  section  of  this  roM 
wbicb  is  to  be  located  within  her  limits,  xppean 
to  be  intended  as  an  offer  of  eamest-monej,  to 
bind  her  to  the  anhaUoired  compact.  I  pro- 
test against  the  whole  system,  and  partioolarlj 
ag^nat  tfais  attempt  to  contaminate  that  State. 
Snonld  this  bill  pass  in  its  present  shujc,  I 
aboold  consider  the  intmsion  into  oar  terntory 
as  a  bane  to  our  prosperity,  a  poison  to  oar 
bi^ipinecs,  and  the  destmotSon  of  oar  tranqnilli- 
■ty.  At  soon  as  an  opportnnity  shall  offer,  I 
will  more  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  ont  the 
words  "  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  Hew  Tork," 
and  inserting  "the  northern  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. "  This  amendment 
would  eiclnde  New  York  from  the  bill  and 
from  its  contamination.  We  ask  not,  nor  do 
we  need,  your  aid  in  the  conBtractioo  of 
onr  roads  and  canals.  We  desire  yon  to  con- 
fine yourself  to  yonr  proper  sphere  of  legisla- 
tion, and  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
regnlations  of  onr  State.  We  will  willingly 
and  cheerfolly  pay  all  the  taxes  and  bear  all 
the  hardens  wnich  yon  may  oODstitadonally 
impose  upon  ns ;  we  will  not  rebd — we  will 
raise  no  insnrrection — we  will  not  threaten  a 
diasolotion  of  the  Union ;  but  when  yon  oppress 
ns  bj  yonr  njijnst,  mianthorized,  and  partial 
legislation,  we  will  tell  yon  of  it.  We  will 
b^dly  and  fearlesaly  protest  against  your  en- 
and  we  will  not  withhold  onr 
I  when  Ton  extend  the  arm  of 
.We  wiU  tell  yon  of  onr 
wron^;  as  an  independent  State,  we  will  assert 
OUT  nghta ;  and  we  will  never  hang  abont  yonr 
halls  of  l^islation,  in  the  character  of  snppli- 
cants  and  beggars,  watching  for  the  crumbs 
that  may  fall  from  your  table. 

FoUowing  the  example  of  gentlemen  Who 
have  premded  me  in  apposition  to  this  bill, 
I  will  refrain  from  disonssmg  the  oonsCitntional 
power  of  this  GoTeroment  over  the  subject  of 
mtemal  improvement.  The  arguments  upon 
that  subject  have  beMi  worn  thrMd-baro ;  they 
have  been  egiJn  and  again  repeated ;  the  sub- 
ject has  been  exhaust^  in  the  hands  of  abler 
men,  and  I  feel  mjrself  inonnpeteut  to  shed 
additional  light  nptm  the  qnestimi.  The  omis- 
rion  to  disonss  the  constltntional  question  in 
tills  debate  appears  to  have  been  assumed  by  the 
friends  of  the  t)iU  as  the  giving  of  a  cognovit  to 
their  claim  of  constitntionar  power.  Sir,  I 
wish  those  gentlemen  expresdy  to  undrestand 
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me  as  not  yielding  my  assent  to  their  constiCn' 
tional  doctrines.  T  wish  than  to  understand 
that  I  sign  no  c<^ovit  to  their  unfounded 
claim,  but  that  I  iosiBt  that  if  this  bill  beemiH 
a  law,  tliat  law  will  be  the  ofispring  of  usoiped 
authority. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  Oongnss,  by  its 
enactmenta,  has  settled  the  constitnlioual  poner 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  internal  im- 
provements. Can  Congress  confer  a  new  pow- 
er! Can  Congress  rule  the  constitutiout  Tbtt 
instmment  was  designed  to  control  the  powers 
of  Cmgress.  Can  one  act  of  usurpation  be 
pleaded  as  authority  to  justify  the  comnusnon 
of  another?  No.  The  constitation  remsina 
what  it  was  in  the  beginning — it  is  the  same  now 
that  it  was  at  the  time  of  its  ratification  by  ths 
States.  It  remains  unaltered,  nor  csn  it  be 
altered  Imt  by  the  consent  of  three-fonrths  ol 
the  States.  For  that  iustrumeut  I  eutertun  ths 
highest  veneration.  I  will  not  suffer  myscQf  to 
trample  upon  its  authority.  Each  infraction 
of  its  provisions  by  Congress  is  a  signal  toi  tba 
downfall  of  our  liberties. 

This  bill  is  entitled  "  a  bill  for  constructing  a 
road  fh)m  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  New  Toi^ 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  the  city  of  New 
(Cleans."  When  I  look  into  the  provisions  of 
this  bill — when  I  see  the  stretch  of  aatbority 
there  att«mpted — when  I  consider  the  profligate 
e^nditnre  of  mraiey  it  proposes — when  I 
reflect  upon  the  burden  it  casta  upon  the  peqile 
— when  I  view  ila  partiality,  its  orneitf ,  its 
ii^ustice,  and  its  usurpatioT^  and  compare  all 
with  the  eoustitutional  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment, the  title  strikee  me  as  being  inamTC- 
priate.  The  title  is  wrong.  It  sbonla  b« 
entitled  "a  bill  to  c<Histniot  a  road  tnsm  the 
liberUes  of  the  country,  by  the  way  of  Wash- 
ington, to  dospotism." 

It  is  not  a  road  which  the  interest  of  the 
country  calls  for ;  the  pubiio  good  does  not  re- 
quire it.  GeuUemen  have  said  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  safe  and  easy  transportation  of  the 
mail,  for  the  marching  ot  troops  for  com- 
mercial ittteronuse,  for  the  advaaoement  of 
national  prosperity,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfiu«;  bat  when  yon  contrast  its 
advantages  with  the  principles  upon  which  it  ii 
to  be  constructed,  with  the  cost  of  its  ooostroc- 
tion  and  perpetual  repairs,  it  looks  more  like  a 
road  Ut  min  than  a  road  to  ease  and  safety.  I 
have  an  abhorrence  to  this  species  of  l^islation 
that  I  cannot  overcome ;  it  has  grown  ont  of 
long  refleotion  and  a  carefnl  conMderMiou  of 
the  subject.  Its  tendency  is  pemioions;  it 
begets  ooUiHon  and  strife;  it  produces  heart- 
burning and  ill  blood  between  different  States 
and  sections  of  the  Union.  These  effects  do 
and  will  unavoidably  attend  it.  If^  in  estimat- 
ing the  omseaneueea,  I  have  come  to  an  erro- 
neous conclusion,  I  luve  to  regret  it.  The  oor- 
rectoess  of  my  condndim  qi^ears  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  seusitivenesB  manifested  by  gentle- 
men in  this  House  whenever  this.snlgect  is 
agitated.    Do  we  not  see  the  warmth  of  feding 
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and  heat  of  temper  it  elidts?  Ite  discnsion 
calls  up  the  image  of  discord,  and  eihibits  art 
ttoiimoaj  of  feeling  and  temper,  which  Bpends 
itself  in  acoiuiiig  inrectiTe  and  keen  replj.  It 
■boald  be  our  btinne«  here  to  harmomze,  and 
not  to  distract ;  we  ahoiild  avoid  those  sntgeots 
which  set  in  motion  the  discordant  feeiings  of 

^  sectional  intereeta.  It  should  be  onr  aim  to 
■(lengthen  the  cord  of  nnion,  and,  by  a  kind 
and  ooutuU^ng  exeraise  of  onr  legislstiTe 
fnnctionB,  seonre  the  eonfidenoe  and  attachment 
of  the  people  and  of  the  Statee. 

Partial  appropriations  beget  jealousy  and  dis- 
tmat,  and  destroy  confidence  in  GOTernment. 
The  people  will  not  rest  qnietly  nnder  oppres- 
sion,  when  they  sea  the  frnit  of  their  hard 
aaraings  bestowed  npon  ol^eots  in  which  they 
have  no  intereet,  and  wUch  are  In  themselves 
worse  than  nsdess.  lliey  wiU  complain ;  their 
attachments  will  be  alienated,  and  the  federal 
power  become  odions. 

This  bill  appropriates  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
per  mile  for  the  constmotion  of  this  road ;  the 
length  of  the  road  is  great  enough  to  swell  the 
snm  apprtmriated  to  two  millions  five  hnndred 
thousand  dollars.  This  is  but  the  beginning  of 
the  expenditnre.  ThiB  snm  bears  about  the 
same  prAportion  to  the  ultimate  cost  of  con- 
■tmction,  repairs,  &&,  when  the  whole  shall  be 
oomplet^  as  the  title  page  of  a  book  does  to 
the  whole  volnme.  This  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions is  but  a  sing^  instalment,  the  payment  of 
which  is  to  t>e  repeated  year  after  year,  by 
ai^ropriation  after  appropriation,  through  a 
seriea  of  years,  to  terminate  the  Lord  knows 
where.  I  have  not  heard  it  contended,  even 
bj  the  friends  of  the  bill,  that  the  proposed 
appropriaUiHi  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  work. 
From  the  deeoription  given  of  the  oonntry  over 
which  the  road  is  to  pass,  the  streams  that 
intersect  its  ooorse,  the  swamps  and  the  quag- 
mires which  lie  in  its  way,  it  is  evident  tiiat ' 
the  cost  per  mile  will  &r  exceed  the  snm  per 
mile  expended  npon  the  Onmberland  road.  The 
lecgth  o(  the  Comberland  road  now  completed 
bfis  short  of  ooe-Mxth  the  stance  embraced 
by  the  road  under  mmaideratioa,  and  our  stat- 
vtee  tell  ns  that  npwards  of  three  millions 
have  been  expended  upon  that  work. 

Tliia  two  and  a  half  millions  is  to  be  talcen 
frtHD  the  avails  of  the  revemoe.  Nearij  one-half 
the  revenne  is  aolleot«d  at  the  dty  of  Kew 
York  :  the  citizens  of  that  State,  bv  the  oon- 
Bumption  of  articles  snbjeot  to  duties,  pay 
about  <»te.«ixth  part  of  the  whole  revenue. 
The  appropriation  in  the  bill  will  impose  a  tax 
of  at  leut  four  hnndred  thousand  dollarsnpon  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  must  l>e  token  firom 
the  pocketa  of  her  oitizena.  The  fruit  of  their 
labor,  under  the  screwing  operations  of  this 
OovtoTunMit,  must  be  taken  from  them,  and 
expended  upon  this  sublime  and  magninoent 
road ;  a  roan  which  they  will  never  travel,  and 

,   which,  whilst  it  forms  a  drtun  upon    their 
Mraes,  will  never  return  a  farthing  mt«  them. 
ue  PMsage  of  this  bill  will  My  to  the  citizens 
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of  New  York,  "pay  four  hundred  thonsuid 
dollars  as  a  trii>ute  to  our  power,  and  prepare 
yonrselves  to  meet  future  eiBCtions  of  a  ^milar 
character,  when  we  see  fit  to  make  them." 

file  snm  to  be  extracted  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  by  this  single  appropriation,  is 
sntSoient  in  amonnt  to  enable  that  State,  could 
^e  control  it,  to  accomplish  some  of  her  most 
useM  and  favorite  plans  of  internal  improve- 
meut,  and  this  is  to  be  bartered  away  for  a  few 
miles  of  a  great  national  road,  cutting  through 
a  comer  rf  her  territory. 

Let  any  gentlonan  look,  for  a  moment,  at 
the  operation  of  this  scheme,  and  then  tell  me 
whether  he  will  have  the  hardihood  to  ask  a 
New  Yorker  to  vote  for  this  bill.  No,  sir,  I 
will  not  violate  the  public  trust  reposed  in  me: 
I  will  not  prostitute  my  vote  to  the  surrender- 
ing of  the  rights  of  the  State.  I  will  resist  this 
attempt  to  foroo  the  shackles  npon  her.  Were 
this  a  work  of  utility,  and  did  there  exist  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  its  advancing  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  the  hardship  would  not  be  so 
Seat;  bnt  I  repeat  what  my  colleague  (Mr. 
3NEU.)  has  said,  the  project  is  wild,  visionary, 
idle,  and  uaelesa, 

A  few  years  i^o,  the  State  of  New  York 
applied  to  this  Government  for  assistance  in 
oonstrnoting  her  canal.  Her  then  contem- 
plated work  was  of  a  national  character;  it  was 
no  lees  than  the  connecting,  by  a  navigable 
oommnnioatioo,  of  the  waters  of  the  great 
western  lakes  with  the  Hudson  Biver,  and  unit- 
ing navigable  waters  extending  from  the  Atlan- 
tic two  tiipnsand  miles  into  the  interior.  What 
was  your  answer  to  this  application  f  Notwith- 
standing the  important  link  this  work  was  to 
form,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  com- 
merce it  was  to  create,  and  notwithstanding 
the  vast  facilities  it  was  to  aflbrd,  yon,  in  yonr 
warlike  and  other  operations,  told  her  that  you 
bad  not  the  ooustitntional  power  to  appropriate 
the  fbnds  of  the  nation  to  purposes  of  internal 
improvement.  New  York  was  satisfied  with 
yonr  answer ;  she  neither  mnrmnred  nor  com- 
plained. She  had  too  much  patriotism,  and  t«o 
Just  a  sense  of  your  limited  authority,  to  press 
yon  to  a  violation  of  that  sacred  compact  which 
forms  our  bond  of  union.  Takinj^  yon  at  your 
word,  she  believed  yon  had  decided  in  good 
faith  npon  her  appUcation,  and  she  believed 
that  yonr  decision  would  stand  as  a  oontroUing 
precedent  in  all  similar  cases.  Upon  the  faith 
of  thia  understanding,  she  resorted  to  her  own 
ener^es,  and,  throogh  a  wise,  prudent,  and 
persevering  policy,  she  has  aooompliahed  her 
grand  dengn,  and  astonished  the  world  by' her 
success.  She  has  taxed  herself  for  this  im- 
provement :  her  own  resources  have  met  the 
current  expense,  and  this  Government  has  not 
been  annoyed  by  beggarly  applications  for  her 
relief.  Whilst  she  tus  been  expending  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  for  these  objects,  and  resting 
npoQ  her  own  means  to  extinguish  the  cost,  yon 
have  been  lavishing  the  nanonal  funds  np<ni 
interior  prqjeota  in  irther  seotdrais  of  the  Unum  { 
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the  ntilitjr  of  all  of  trhieh  cfHnbined,  will  not 
compare  with  That  die  has  effected. 

Since  the  wisdom  of  this  Govemment  has 
fathomed  the  depths  of  its  ooirer,  revened  its 
solemn  decision,  and  enterea  the  field  of  iuter- 
nal  improvement,  New  York  hta  been  under- 
going a  doable  taxation.  She  has  met  the 
demands  for  her  own  improvements,  and  been 
cmeUj  compelled  to  paj  for  the  one^ixth  of 
jonrs.  Aocnmnlating  bordens  oppress  her; 
she  finds  her  hands  tied,  and  her  TreaenrT'  ex- 
hanst«d.  She  is  compelled  to  impose  a  direot 
tax  upon  her  dtizens,  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  her  Government,  snd  to  suspend  the 
proseootion  of  MHne  of  her  favorite  works.  In 
this  embarrassing  stataof  her  finances,  and  whilst 
deploring  her  want  of  means  neceeBory  for 
thefiirtherproeeontionof  her  favorite  plans,  yon 
threaten,  in  addition  to  joot  former  eioclioDS, 
to  rifle  ber  of  foar  hundred  thousand  dollars 
by  this  hill,  and  to  perpetnate  jour  oppression. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  this  bill  w'ill  prevail :  if  it  does  not, 
I  will  offer  the  amendment  I  mentioned,  at  the 
earliest  opportonity . 

As  a  representative  from  the  St&te  of  Hew 
York,  I  protest  agunst  the  power  of  this  Gcov- 
emment  to  pass  tnis  bill  into  a  law.  I  protest 
against  its  partiality,  and  against  its  prodigal 
waste  of  the  pnblie  treasure.  New  York  has 
patiently  and  qnietly  borne  all  the  burdens  yon 
have  cast  npon  her.  Her  attachment  to  the 
Union  forbids  the  thought  of  estranging  hwself 
from  yon.  She  asks  yon  to  return  to  those 
principles  which  governed  yonr  coandis  in  de- 
ciding her  application. 

If  yon  have  a  sorplns  in  your  Treoanry,  she 
asks  yon  to  flpply  it  to  the  pnment  of  jonr 
national  debt,  and,  when  that  ^all  have  been 
done,  if  a  sorplns  still  remain,  she  asks  joa  for 
a  jnst  and  equal  distribution. 

Should  you  refuse  this  request,  and  con- 
tiane  yonr  present  system  of  legislation,  regard- 
less of  her  rights,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  she 
will  take  it  most  onkindly. 

Mr.  Pbttu  now  withdrew  the  motion  which 
he  mode  some  days  ago,  to  strike  ont  the  en- 
acting clause  of  the  bill,  having  at  first  made  it 
to  enable  gentlemen  to  discuse  the  geaeral 
merita,  &ee  of  the  amendments  pnqMsed. 

Mr.  Cbaio,  of  Vir^nia,  regretted  tiiat  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  he  thought  it  desir- 
able to  see  whether  there  was  t.  m^ority  for 
tbe  bill,  before  the  amendments  were  taken  up. 

Mr.  SiOEBa,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  ont  the  enacting  claose,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  offer  his  reasMis  for  being  opposed 
to  this  bill,  although  now  and  always  an  advo- 
cate of  the  constitutional  power  of  internal 
improvement 

iir.  BouLDiH  had  no  prepared  speech  to 
make  on  the  sul^ect ;  he  had  no  note  of  what 
had  been  said  on  it  by  others ;  but  the  deep  in- 
terest felt  hj  those  who  sent  me  here,  (swd 
Ur.  B.,}  in  Ute  qneetiou  now  under  oonsidera- 
tion— on  interest  Mt  by  them  in  common  with 
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all  the  growers  of  cotton,  rice,  and  toboooo,  in 
this  Union,  forbids  that  I  should  give,  entire* 
ly,  a  silent  vote.  The  evils,  both  moral  and 
politJcol,  which  must  and  will  arise  from  carry- 
ing the  prindple  of  this  into  practical  effect, 
from  exeentinK  a  general  soheme  of  internal 
improvement,  have  been  set  forth  so  olearly  by 
my  colleague,  (Ur.  B^sBonB,)  the  inexpedienoy 
of  the  proposed  measure  proved  by  arguments 


were  I  able  to  execute  such  a  ta^.  And  as  it 
regards  the  road  now  proposed,  from  Buffalo, 
by  the  way  of  Washington,  to  New  Orleans,  if 
any  thing  had  been  wonting  to  prove  its  inutility, 
I  had  almost  said  its  absurdity,  when  oompar«d 
with  its  cost,  the  same  has  been  most  amply 
supplied  by  the  eentleman  from  New  York,  (Ur. 
Btosbs,)  who,  though  a  tnend  to  the  princiide 
of  the  bill,  proves  tl^t  the  measnre  itself  is  any- 
thing else  rather  than  wisdom.  Ihavebnt  aain- 
gle  additional  view  of  this  case  to  present  to  this 
committee.  Sir,  my  constitnenta,  together  with 
the  growers  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  exports 
of  tMs  Union,  have  r^orded  and  do  regard  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  Congress  with  much 
annety.  Upon  their  nuDds  the  conviction  that 
an  unequal  sWe  of  the  public  burdens  are  laid 
on  them,  is  deep-rooted ;  it  is  an  opinion  fixed 
as  fate,  it  has  been  well  and  long  examined; 
every  fact  and  drcumstance  belonging  to  it  has 
been  viewed  and  reviewed,  patiently  and  dili- 
gently, and  bos  been  presented,  here  and  else- 
where, in  a  light  so  clear,  that,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  nothing  but  the  potent  effect  of  real  or 
supposed  interest  could  prevent  the  m^ority 
(to  whom  I  now  address  myself)  &om  seeing 
it  as  it  is.  And  though  I  may  be  truly  tola 
that  interest  has  as  binding  an  effect  on  one 
side  as  the  other,  the  very  fact  that  we  are 
arranged  on  different  ddes,  according  to  our 
general  occupations,  proves  the  nneqntd  opera- 
tion of  onr  present  revenue  laws.  The  m^'or- 
it;,  I  know,  call  the  protecting  duties  the  Amer- 
ican system,  and  say  it  is  good ;  and  for  them, 
it  may  seem  so,  I  shaQ  not  enter  the  lista 
BgMnst  thdr  formed,  their  nourished  opinions, 
based  as  they  are  on  apparent  interest;  U  ■ 
would  be  a  hopeless  task  indeed.  But  I  may,  I 
think,  safely  ask  this  committee  to  believe,  tha^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  whole  southern  country, 
(except  the  sugar  planters,)  they  are  unequsU^ 
taxed ;  and  I  s^d  that  the  movements  or  thu 
Congress  were  regarded  by  then  with  decf) 
Bolicitade ;  they  looked,  sir,  with  anxiety  fw 
the  President's  Message ;  they  bad  no  right  to 
expect  from  him  an  abandonment  of  the  tariff 
prmciple ;  they  knew,  when  they  voted  fbr 
him,  that  his  opinions  were  with  tiie  m^ority 
on  that  point ;  they,  therefore,  did  not  expect 
him  to  recommend  a  system  of  taxation,  by 
which  they  would  be  required  to  pay  no  mors 
than  their  equal  share  of  the  pnblic  hurdena; 
but  they  did  expect  him  to  recommend  a  modi- 
fication of  the  present  law  on  that  sul^ect; 
they  were  not  disappointed :  they  had  a  right 
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to  denuud  of  liim,  and  of  jon,  that  in  this 
modiScitioD  their  iDt«resta  ahould  be  regarded. 
Tai,  nr,  tod  that  their  opiaione,  too,  shouJd 
have  their  dne  weight ;  here,  air,  the  meseage 
n  tiao  la  it  ahonld  be :  for  the  «ake  of  harmonj 
in  oar  natioiuJ  cooncilB,  an  abandonment  of  the ' 
EOheme  of  internal  improTeEnent  is  distJnctl; 
reoomnKiided.  Bot  me  indications  of  the 
tunper  of  tbe  House  on  tboae  two  points  are 
Mlcnlated  to  increase  the  anxiety  of  the  Soath 
to  orodnoe  alarm  ia  their  minds.  A  bill  to 
nooifj  the  tariff  in  the  spirit  of  the  message, 
WH  reported  hj  the  Oomiiutt«e  of  Ways  and 
Hems.  It  was  kicked  out  with  indignity 
by  this  Honse,  and  by  moet  of  Uie  same  TOtes ; 
s  most  alanning  liberality  in  appropriations 
w  obserrable.  »iaU  the  entire  payment  of 
the  pnblio  debt  give  ns  no  rebeft  I  beg 
the  Gonunittee  to  pause,  and  think  of  this 
matter ;  we  bare  no  hope  for  Jostioe,  we  look 
Bot  for  eqnality  of  taxation.  This  inequality 
we  have  borne,  and  (to  be  applied  to  the  neces- 
wry  eipeiLNS  of  QoverumentJ  we  will  bew  it 
■0  long  as  it  is  tolerable :  nor  will  I  attempt  to 
msrk  the  timita  to  whi<^  Virginia  will  go. 
Whatsoever  oan  be  done  by  heroic  fortitnde,  all 
that  can  be  djotated  by  love  of  thia  Union,  by 
her  dear  perception  of  her  deep  intereet  in  it, 


dull  not  only-  remun,  as  it  respects  the  propor- 
tioM,  bat  shall  be  kept  up,  as  it  regards  also  its 
nnmnt  It  is  not  enfficient  to  answer  that 
itii  inequality  is  ima^JDary.  Tkelegi^ators  of 
this  land  cannot  wisely,  they  cannot  safely, 
jiaregird.the  deliberate,  settled  opinions  of  the 
^wers  of  two-thirds  of  ite  exports.  This 
interest  is  too  power^  in  weallJi,  nnmbers, 
and  talents,  to  be  thos  treated.  I  ask  not,  I  do 
not  inainn^e,  that  the  decision  of  this  question 
is  to  be  left  to  tbem.  Ko,  sir ;  thia  whole  eub- 
JMt  is  to  be  weighed  and  decided  by  the  major- 
itf,  who  feel  not  the  interest  and  partake  not 
at  the  opinions  of  the  population  allnded  to. 
I  nk  that  m^ority,  in  framins  their  own  opia- 
aioiu,  to  q>read  out  this  whole  country  before 
Uuir  mind's  eye.  Ton  know  that  sore  restlese- 
BeM  exists,  if  yon  will  not,  and  think  you  oan- 
BDt  appeoae  it.  It  is  onwise,  it  is  nnsafe,  to 
increase  it.  The  argnmeata  which  the  oom- 
Bittee  hare  heard  m>m  others,  prove  dearly 
that  this  Toad  conld  get  bnt  few  votes  in  its 
*~    r,  upon  a  ample  comparison  of  pnblio  and 


tioD  with  the  American  system  (as  it  is  called) 
ii  to  carry  the  bilL  if  carried  at  alL  Should 
fiii  bill  pass,  I  ahonld  regard  it  aa  coQclosve, 
that  the  parpoee  of  this  Qovemment,  to  keep 
the  prewot  grinding  oppression  of  the  Sontb 
up  to  it«  present  amonnt,  ia  fixed.  I  have  an 
■«;ftil  feding  on  tUs  point.  I  know  well  the 
ojAwMU  of  my  own  oonstitnents,  and  we  el) 
now  that  mie  conunon  feeling,  on  this  eoMect, 
pcmdes  tite  whole  southern  country.  They 
(•not,  fi>r  on«  moment,  be  doped  into  the 
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belief  that  the  inequality  they  are  subjeotod  to, 
is,  under  any  circamstancee,  to  be  made  to  them 
by  the  diabnrsementa  of  the  Government.  The 
best,  the  most  they  could  hope  for,  nnder  the 
operation  of  this  internal  improvement  system, 
is  an  effect  sometimes  seen  in  the  condnct  of  a 
q>ecalator,  who,  finding  that  tlie  stock  on  hand 
has  fallen  in  prioe,  goes  on  purohaaing  on  a 
falling  market,  whereby  he  lowers  the  average, 
bnt  increases  his  loss.  So  long,  therefore,  as 
the  southern  country  pays  two  oollus  tax  for 
every  oae  dollar  of  that  tax  that  is  pud  into  the 
Treasnry,  will  it  be  plain  to  them  that,  even  on  an 
equal  applioation  of  the  revenue  to  all  parts  of 
the  Union,  they  will  be  losers  one  hundred  per 
cent ;  bnt  they  know  titey  are  to  lose  more. 
They  have  no  warrant  for  the  belief  that  those 
who  now  see  not  that  the^  are  unequally  taxed, 
will  ever  be  less  onequal  m  the  application  of 
the  proceeds.  Sboiud  any  thing  be  done  in 
their  country,  nnder  the  name  of  internal  im- 

Srovement,  Uiey  well  do  know  that,  for  every 
ollar  thua  received,  they  wiU  pay  five ;  and 
from  the  manner  such  wcwks  must  and  wUl  be 
executed,  their  own  contributions  to  theparldo- 
nlar  work  itself  will  exceed  its  valne.  But, 
sir,  if  this  bill  passes,  they  see  not  in  it  a  dis- 
position to  give  them  one  dollar  in  five  of  their 
own  money.  They  oannot  regard  the  money 
as  appropriated  to  open  the  road.  No,  sir; 
they  will  believe  that  the  road  is  to  be  opened 
to  appropriate  the  money.  I  shall  say  nothing 
of  the  want  of  lawftal  power  which  should  now 
hold  our  hand.  Reasona,  good,  for  declining  to 
argue  that  question  here,  were  stated  in  the 
opening  of  the  debate.  Bnt  the  deep,  the 
settled  opinion  of  the  South,  that  they  are 
oppressed,  becomes  a  matter  of  more  serioua 
consequences,  when  yon  take  into  view  their 
equally  settled  opinion,  that  tlie  oppression 
arises  from  the  exertion  of  nnsntborued  pow- 
er in  the  manner  the  taiea  are  liud.  This  mode 
of  continuing  these  taxe.<i,orinoreasiDg  thein,i3 
also  by  them  regarded  as  unconstitntional.  The 
state  of  feeling  and  of  opinion  thus  entertwned 
by  the  South,  I  wish  taken  up  and  con«dered  aa 
a  substantive  ar^ment  in  itself|  unconnected 
with  the  idea  of  ita  being  well  or  ill  founded. 
Yon  cannot  say  it  is  capricious;  yon  oatinot 
say  it  is  entitled  to  no  respect ;  the  opinion  has 
been  long  fixed,  it  is  identified  with  the  soil ; 
it  is  now,  and  alwaya  haa  Ijeen,  the  deliberate 
conviction  of  many  of  the  clearest  heads  and 
soundest  hearts  of  this  or  any  other  oonntry. 
It  pervades  a  large,  a  poweri'iil  section  of  coun- 
try, marked  out  by  natural  boundaries.  The 
lawgiver  who  acta  in  contempt  or  disregard  of 
opinions,  thus  sitoated,  acts  unwisely ;  he  treads 
on  danger's  giddy  brink.  Mr.  Jeffemon  is  often 
cited  as  anthoriCy  here  on  all  sides ;  the  fixed 
opinion  of  New  £ngland  cansod  him  to  give  up 
the  embargo.  The  opinion  of  Uasaaohusetta 
was  not  more  firmly  or  warmly  set  against  the 
embargo,  than  ia  that  of  the  whole  South 
agunst  the  tariff,  and  this  mode  of  continuing 
or  increa^g  it.    Our  federative  system  ia  aup- 
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posed  to  b«  viael;  oontriTed  to  seoara  as  much 
of  eD«i^  Bi  is  MtDsistent  witli  the  preservation 
of  liberty ;  but,  sir,  the  lawgiver  who  acts  on 
these  States  as  one  compact  whole,  and  regardH 
not  the  opinions.  Day,  the  prejudices  of  large 
compact  minoritiea,  knows  nothing  of  the  spirit 
in  which  the  constitation  was  formed,  or  the 
practical  administration  by  which  onr  Union, 
under  it,  can  be  preserved. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Sbepabd  stud  he  did  not  rise  at 
that  late  hour,  with  an;  desire  of  entering  Mly 
into  the  discnsdon  of  the  Butfjeot  before  the 
committee,  I  have  (swd  Mr.  8.)  no  snch  un- 
charitable intention ;  I  merely  wish  to  explain 
the  reasons  why  I  shootd  give  the  vote  I  intend 
to  do  OD  this  DOCasion.    And  this,  sir,  would 


my  motives  might  oUierwise  be  misunderstood. 
Perhaps  in  the  conrse  of  my  observations  I  may 
be  induced  to  take  a  short  excursion  along  this 
road,  with  the  view  of  picking  np  a  few  strt^ 

flers  by  the  way  side.  This  subject  has  been 
iscQssed  upon  two  grounds — its  constitution- 
ality and  its  ndlity.  I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the 
abaudonment  of  the  constitutional  ground  of 
objection  by  the  hoaorabie  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  we  should  have  taken  the  question  as 
aetued,  that  the  G«ner&l  Government  have  the 
right  to  prosecute  works  of  improvement  with- 
in the  honnds  of  the  several  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Babboub  interrupted  Mr.  B.,  and 
denied  he  had  abandoned  that  ground.] 

I  have  no  intention  of  roaming  over  the  uu- 
merons  reasons  why  the  Qeneru  Government 
has  this  power;  but  would  merely  observe, 
that  it  is  very  surprising  to  see  eentlemen  de- 
nying this  power,  who  admit  oQior  constrnc- 
tjons  of  a  more  evil  or  danserous  tendency.  It 
is  the  practice  of  those  who  advooate  this  re- 
strictive construction  of  the  constitntion,  to  ap- 
peal t«  Mr.  Jefferson  as  to  a  pure  fountain  of 
truth,  undefiled ;  they  catch  at  the  dight«st 
word  which  has  fallen  from  him,  and  regard  it 
as  an  incontrovertible  political  axiom.  And 
yet,  sir,  the  most  remarsable  instance  of  con- 
structive power  ever  assumed  by  this  Govern- 
ment was  under  his  administration,  and  by  his 
reoommeudatJOD.  I  mean  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana.  I  would  ask  those  who  rely  on  this 
authority  for  the  correut  constmction  of  the 
constitntion,  to  show  me  the  clanse  which  gave 
the  power  of  purchasing  lAnisiana  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government ;  and,  if  they  cannot  find  it 
expressed  totidein  terbu,  will  they  stand  upon 
this  floor  and  condemn  that  purcliase?  Will 
they  condemn  an  act  which  brought  a  new 
world  into  existence,  and  opened  the  fertile  and 
prosperous  West  to  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  OUT  fellew-citizena!  I  mention  this  fact, 
with  no  intention  of  derogating  from  the  well- 
earned  fame  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  bat  as  an  instance 
of  his  practical  constmction  of  the  constitution. 
If  his  opinion  changed,  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  wander,  even  with  the  divine 
Plato.    It  ia  unnecessary  to  go  very  remotely 
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back  for  precedents  of  oonstmclive  powers — , 
we  con  find  them  snffioiently  numerous  by  daily 
observstion  in  this  Eoose.  It  has  not  been 
many  days  since  we  construed  two  "  little 
words  "  into  a  statute  of  Virginia,  in  order  to 
eject  one  member  ftom  his  seat,  and  pnt  an- 
other one  in  it.  And  for  this  we  hod  tiie  effi- 
cient aid  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
F'nia,  who  spoke  so  feelingly  agiunst  this  bill, 
followed  his  example ;  for  I  thought  his  con- 
straction  the  right  one,  although  the  reasons 
for  it  would  not  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  a 
plain  man,  who  nuderatands  words  by  their 
apparent  meanings.  The  truth  is,  the  Constitu- 
IJon  of  the  United  States  was  intended  to  save 
the  country  from  misery  and  anarchy.  It  is  a 
grant  of  enumerated  powers;  powers  which 
could  not  bo  very  rigidly  or  strictly  defined. 
The  wants  of  a  great  and  growing  nation  could 
not  be  Buticipated  or  imagined;  and  so  long  as 
the  exercise  of  those  piowers  tends  to  the  gen- 
eral welf^e  and  prosperity,  they  answer  th« 
great  end  for  which  they  were  designed.  It  is 
immaterial  what  set  of  politicians  are  called  to 
the  administration  of  tnis  Government — tliey 
will  find  themselves  compelled  to  adopt  the 
oouBtmctiOB  sow  contended  tot.  Upon  any 
other,  the  Government  may  reel  on  its  feeble 
existence  for  a  few  years,  and  finally  be  dis- 
solved by  its  own  weakness.  We  have  heard 
allusions  made  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  to 
those  persons  who  dedre  a  great  and  splendid 
Government.  U  by  a  splendid  Government^ 
^ntiemen  mean  a  Government  which  carries 
Its  blessings  into  the  remotest  comers  of  its  do- 
minions, which  peoples  its  forests  with  a  living 
and  industrious  multitude,  which  is  hailed  with 
gratitnde  and  joy  in  the  remotest  log  boose  be- 
yond the  mountuns,  I  am,  sir,  for  a  splendid 
Government,  I  would  r^oice  to  see  the  df^ 
wben  the  name  of  an  American  citizen,  like 
that  of  the  ancient  Roman,  would  be  a  protec- 
tion on  every  sea,  and  a  terror  to  tyrants  on 
every  land.  Bat  if  nothing  more  is  meant  than 
a  continnal  playing  with  the  passions  and  pr^- 
udices  of  the  people,  for  the  offices  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  the  less  we  have  of  such  splendor  the 
better.  To  be  happy  and  A«e,  we  must  be 
great.  By  greatness  I  do  not  mean  the  volup- 
tuous splendor  of  an  eastern  monarch,  a  mere 
sensual  ei^oyment;,  the  indolence  of  one,  main- 
tained by  the  sacrifice  of  millions ;  I  mean  that 
greatness  which  demands  and  obtains  the  re- 
spect of  the  world ;  which  ensures  to  the  poor- 
est citizen  of  the  commnnity  personal  security, 
the  means  of  obtaining  plenty,  aud  a  fair  field 
for  the  exercise  of  all  the  enermes  of  his  nature. 
The  most  melancholy  forebodings  have  been 
iodnlged  in,  should  we  continue  to  prc^^reas 
with  this  system  of  opening  roads,  making  ca- 
nals, and  deepening  harbors.  The  fate  of  Rome 
has  been  brought  before  us,  and  painted  in 
vivid  colors ;  her  paason  for  splendor  has  been 
assigned  as  the  legitimate  cause  of  her  d(«rada- 
tion  and  misery.  Rome  was  a  nation  of  war- 
riors ;  het  splendid  w^ys  were  oonstrooted  bo 
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transport  ber  coaqnering  legions  to  enslave  na- 
tions; she  lived  by  the  plnnder  of  the  world ; 
ile^i^ng  conunerco  and  the  pursnits  of  civil 
life,  she  had  no  occupation  bat  that  of  war. 
The  oomparimn,  therefore,  is  not  BDstained: 
oar  roada  are  intended  to  draw  doaer  the  bond 
of  anion ;  to  drire,  b;  a  nearer  and  more  b- 
miliar  intercoarse,  bm-barism  and  hostile  feel- 
ings from  among  ns ;  to  unite  na,  hj  the  closest 
rfaill  ties,  the  tie  of  interest  But,  sir,  shoold 
thia  devout  end  not,  be  obtained,  should  the  sua 
ofoor  horizon  run  his  ecliptic  conne  throngh 
u  brilliant  a  gaJaij  as  that  of  ancient  Rome, 
ud  finallj  set  in  as  mild  a  splendor  as  that  of 
modenv  Italy,  the  land  of  science  and  of  glorj, 
thiswonld  be  better,  far  better,  than  twenty- 
iborpeCtj,  jarring,  independent  tribes,  the  natu- 
ral and  iDevitablo  result  of  the  opposite  doctrine. 
In  the  one  case,  we  may  leave  something  for 
the  stndj  and  admiratjon  of  mankind ;  in  the 
other,  a  great  deal  for  bis  scorn  and  contempt. 
Eqoallj  onfortniuite,  in  my  estimataon,  was  the 
illn»on  made  to  the  preeeat  condition  of  Eng- 
land. Her  immense  debt,  which  weighs  so 
liMTily  npon  the  industry  of  her  people,  was 
not  incurred  by  making  roads  or  catting  canals, 
bat  in  aoneoesBary  wars ;  so  far  from  it,  that 
the  very  existence  of  that  conntry  is  now  to  be 
ittribnted  to  its  hi^  state  of  improvement,  to 
the  fitcility  of  intercourse  through  every  section, 
by  meuDs  of  which  the  industry  of  every  part 


thirty  caoals  uniting  the  eastern  with  the 
cm  section  of  England,  the  spirit  and  intelligence 
of  the  capital  is  conveyed  in  a  fruitful  stream 
throogbout  the  kingdom.  We  have  seen  Eng- 
land, with  a  population  of  ten  or  fifteen  mu- 
Goia,  maintaiaing  a  firm  and  invincible  &ont 
■gainst  hostile  Enrope.  We  have  seen  her 
Turing  in  every  hemisphere,  the  last  refuge 
■nd  only  hope  of  free  principles  in  tJie  old 
wortdt 

To  what  are  we  to  attribate  this  indomitable 
^lirit  t  And  whence  did  she  draw  the  treasure 
toBostain  this  protracted  struggle?  Iler  peo- 
^  on  beholding  the  land  of  their  birth  ren- 
dered a  guden,  and  endeared  by  their  indnstry, 
vmld  have  died  sooner  than  have  permitted 
be  spoiler  to  have  entered  their  territory.  In 
■he  eonrse  of  this  debate,  we  have  heard  the 
remark  of  a  celebrated  British  orator,  "  that 
the  power  of  the  crown  had  increased,  was  in- 
creanog,  and  ought  to  be  diminished,"  applied 
to  this  Oovenunent.  Thia  may  be  true,  sir, 
but  Ukere  is  no  evidence  of  it.  To  asoertun  if 
there  is  a  probable  foundation  for  the  remark, 
let  OS  look  at  the  occarrencee  of  the  last  few 
TMn.  We  have  seen  an  administration  hnrled 
^vm  its  seat  by  a  spontaneous  burst  of  the 
popolor  voice ;  not  because  the  oonstitatlon  had 
M«n  violated,  not  because  the  liberty  of  any 
one  had  been  aasailed,  bat  from  a  bare  suspicioa 
that  unbimcss  had  been  used  in  preventing  the 
Till  of  the  mit}ority.  And  althoagh,  now,  no 
hoonrable  man  believes  there  was  any  cormp- . 


tion  in  the  choice,  though  the  charge  has  been 
consigned  to  the  "  kennel  of  forgotten  calum- 
nies," the  bare  existence  of  this  circumstanoe  is 
proof  of  the  uncontrolled  and  nncontrollable 
power  of  the  people  in  the  administration  of 
this  Government.  Does  not  this  House  daily 
exhibit  that  they  are  tremblingl]'  alive  to  the 
opinion  of  their  constituents  t  That  the  slight- 
est murmur  of  disapprobation  at  home  sonoda 
like  thunder  in  tbwr  ears  ?  How,  then,  con  we 
imagine  the  power  of  the  Government  is  in- 
creasing t  Are  we  prepared  to  adopt  the  nulli- 
fying notions  that  seem  to  have  struck  so  forci- 
bly the  imaginations  of  some  of  our  politicdans  t 
I  hope  not-  I  do  not  despair  of  Ui'e  republie^ 
but  save  great  confidence  In  the  permanence  oi 
our  institutions.  And,  although  I  differ  widely 
from  many  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  I  can- 
not vote  for  it  I  do  not  think  the  expedienoy 
or  necessity  of  a  road  from  Buffalo  to  Hew  Or- 
leans Las  been  shown  to  the  House.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  General  Government  has  the 
power  to  execute  the  work ;  but  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  expend  so  large  a  sum  of  money  as  this 
road  will  require,  for  an  object  the  utility  of 
which  is  BO  donbtfoL  I  will  not  repeat  the  ar- 
gnmente  which  have  just  faUen  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York ;  to  my  mind 
they  ore  perfectly  satisfactory  of  the  inexpe- 
diency of  thia  measure. 

Ur.  Bavsct,  of  Pennsylvania,  n>oke  in  ex- 
planation of  his  former  remarks,  referred  to  by 

Mr.  C±aeos  replied  to  some  of  the  remarka 
of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Sobfabd. 

Mr.  WioELiFFB  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  report  the  hill,  with  a  view  of  refusing 
leave  to  sit  again,  and  discusamg  the  amend- 
ment in  the  House ;  but 

The  ChjUT  pronounced  the  motion  ont  of 

Mr.  Stobbs  replied  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Rahbet,  in  reference  to  hia  course  on  this  bill  ■ 

■  After  some  further  explanation  between  Mr. 
Shbpakd  and  Mr.  Cakbon, 
The  committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ab- 


Fbidat,  April  3. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  to  set  apart  every  other 
Thursday  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  District  of  Oolumbia. 

After  a  good  deal  of  debate  on  the  part  of 
Messrs.  SPEiotrr  and  P.  P.  Babbouk,  against  the 
resolution,  and  Mesars.  Uallabt,  Davib,  and 
IiioBRaoLL,  in  its  favor,  and  an  ineffectual  at- 
tempt of  Mr.  Babhoub  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
the  resolution  was  adopted — yeas  8S,  nays  7S 
— so  modified  as  to  commence  next  Thorsday. 

SATUBnAT,  April  S. 

PentUnu. 

The  Honae  took  np  the  following  naolntlo% 

\,  Google  - 
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"Setolved,  That  the  CommittM  od  Klitary  Pec- 
KODB  be  iutnicMd,  ap^eablj  to  the  Prendeot'i 
tecommenitotioii  in  bit  memge  of  the  with  of  De- 
eenber  Uit,  to  reriic  the  peiulaa  lav,  for  the  par- 
p«M  of  extenffiiiff  iu  bea^U  to  avery  aoldier  who 
^dedbi  eatabliahWDarlibertieB,  indwhoian:  ' 
to  maintain  hinnelflD  comfort,  am]  to  report  ti 
House  a  biU  for  that  porpOM.  And,  abo,  tbat  uid 
comniittee  be  fnrtber  instructed,  agreeably  to 
recommendation,  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  i 
those  who  were,  dariog  the  Iwt  war,  disabled  from 
supporting  themMlTee  bj  mannal  labor." 

Mr.  Batu  wd,  the  applications  for  peiui< 
&re  nmneroua,  which  do  not  come  within  the 
ntDge  of  the  proviaionB  of  the  penaioiu  Iaw& 
asd  for  which  proviaioit  ought  to  be  mtde,  if 
m&de  at  all,  bj  a  general  law,  and  not  by  spe- 
cial acts.  In  order  to  take  the  judgment  of  the 
HooM  upon  the  propriety  of  passing  such  gen- 
eral law,  the  committee  thonght  it  hest  to  pre- 
eent  the  ^aeatioii  in  the  form  of  a  reeolution, 
that  it  mig^t  be  stripped  of  the  embairasameDtB 
and  reAigea  which  me  details  of  a  bill  create ; 
and  be  iupposed  it  would  be  expected  of  him 
in  a  few  words  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
noQse  to  its  import  tad  Reneral  boaring. 

The  resolatioQ  (he  said)  embodies  precisely 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  in  his 
mewage  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  no  more,  no  less.  It  involves  two 
propositions,  the  one  relating  Co  the  soldiers  of 
the  revolution,  the  other  to  the  invalids  of  the 
last  war.  The  first  proposition  is  to  ext«nd  the 
benefits  of  the  ezistJnR  law  to  "  every  soldier  of 
tberevotuticm  who  aided  in  aobievingonr  liber- 
ties, and  who  is  nnable  to  mwntain  himself  in 
oonifort."  To  extend  the  existing  pension  law 
—the  act  t^  1838,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
officers,  was  founded  on  compact ;  and,  so  far 
as  respects  the  soldiers,  it  dves  pensions  only 
to  those  who  served  to  the  doaeoiUie  war,  &c., 
without  any  reference  to  their  ability  or  in- 
ability to  support  themselves;  and  has,  there- 
fore, DO  application  to  the  subject  in  hand. 
The  law  of  1818  gives  a  pension  to  those  of 
the  continental  establishment,  who,  at  one 
period  of  the  war,  or,  in  the  langnage  of  the 
act,  "  at  anj  period  of  the  war,  served  for  the 
term  of  nine  months  or  longer,"  and  who  were 
in  such  circumstances  as  to  need,  dec.  Under 
the  oonstmction  which  has  been  inven  to  this 
act,  those  whose  enlistment  was  for  a  shorter 
term  than  nine  months,  whatever  might  have 
been  their  term  of  service,  are  excluded,  and 
tiiose,  also,  who  enlistad  for  nine  months,  and 
bf  captivity  were  prevented  from  serving  in 
the  army.  For  these  two  classes  provision  has 
been  nukde  by  the  bill  that  has  gone  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  which,  by  great  grace  and  fiivor,  has 
reached  the  honor  of  a  second  reading,  npon  a 
call  of  yeas  and  "Vh  ^J  ^  vote  of  nineteen  to 
eeventeen.  Ur.  B.  n^  he  oongratnlated  the 
House  npon  this  occasion  It  might  grow  to  be 
tf  BCTW  importanoe  in  this  Govermnent,  for  the 
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bill  of  tie  last  Congress  did  not  arrive  even  to 
that  honor.  Do  what  you  will  to  these  old  sol- 
diers, but  hear  them.  And  if  thoy  are  not  to  be 
heard,  let  this  House  be  heard  in  their  behaU^ 
at  least  with  the  nsoal  forms  of  respect  and  at- 
tention. The  resolution,  therefore,  only  covers, 
beyond,  the  oases  of  those  who,  nnder  different 
enlistments,  served  nine  months,  or,  nnder  one 
or  more  emistments,  a  shorter  t«rm  than  nine 
months. 

There  was  annther  class  of  troops,  now  known 
as  State  troops,  eleven  raiments,  or  rather 
battalions,  for  they  consisted  of  bnt  five  hnn- 
dred  men  each,  who  are  also  provided  for  by 
the  bill  now  in  the  Senate,  leaving  those  only 
to  he  embraced  by  the  resolution,  who  served 
for  a  shorter  time  than  nine  months,  or  nine 
months  at  different  times. 

The  third  class  consists  of  the  militia  and 
volunteers,  who,  at  all  times,  were  useful,  and, 
on  many  occasions,  saw  very  hard  service. 

The  proportion,  then,  is  to  give  relief  to  all 
the  soldiers  of  the  revolntion,  whetlier  conti- 
nental, State,  militia,  or  volunteer,  who  are  un- 
able to  muntain  themselves  in  comfort,  as  a  na- 
tional memorial,  and  testimonial  of  oiir  gratitude 
and  justice,  of  their  merit  and  worth,  and  of 
the  glorious  results  of  their  services — a  full 
penuon  to  those  who  served  nine  months,  and 

pre  Tata  pension  to  those  who  served  less. 

lis,  however,  to  be  fixed  in  the  detuls  of  the 

U  as  may  be  thonght  proper. 

The  second  proposition  is  to  give  a  pension 
those  "  who  wore  daring  the  last  war  dis- 
abled trota  supporting  themselves  by  mannal 
labor  I "  '  Those  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  are  now  provided  for,  leaving  only 
those  for  the  resolution  to  act  upon  who  were 
disabled  by  other  means,  such  as  hardships,  ex- 
posures, &c.,  &c. 

Thus  far  for  the  Import  of  the  reeolnUon. 
As  to  its  bearing  upon  the  Treasory,  if  it  shonld 
be  'consommated  mto  a  law,  the  ctmtmittee, 
aware  that  they  wonld  be  called  npon  to  state 
tbe  number  of  soldiers  it  wonld  embrace,  ad- 
dressed through  the  House  a  resolntion  to  the 
bead  ot  the  department  who  has  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  Bubieot,  and  bU  the  means  of  in- 
formation in  relation  to  it,  accessible  or  known 
to  the  committee,  which  he  asked  the  Clerk  to 
read,  with  tbe  Secretary's  answer  to  it : 

Kr.  Bim,  tram  the  Committee  on  Uilhary  Pen- 

ons,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Amo/mi^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  Erected 
to  report  to  this  House  tbe  probable  number  of  iur- 
viving  revoludonarj  otBcera  and  soldiers  (not  pro- 
vided for  by  the  eiudog  peaeian  Ian)  who  aided  in 
establuhing'  the  liberties  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  are  unable  to  maintain  themselveB  in  comfort ; 
deaignating,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  such  as  belonged 
to  the  coDtiuental  eBtabhshment,  and  raeh  as  were 
regular  troops  of  the  line  of  the  amy,  but  not  of 
the  continental  establisbmeot,  and  known  as  Siata 
trams ;  as,  also,  Buch  aa  belonged  to  the  militia  of 
the  States,  severally,  whether  as  volunteers  or  other- 
and  what  additional  appropriations  will  be 
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BKtettrj  to  meet  the  tIcvb  of  the  PrMidcDt  In 
tbii  retpect,  u  discloaed  in  fau  meauga  M  the 
oimiiiig  of  the  preaent  eeiidan  of  Conereu;  uid, 
flifther,  lo  report  the  prob«ble  nomber  of  those  who 
were,  during  the  late  w«r,  disabled  from  mpportlng 
thenHclfea  bj  maniial  Ubor,  and  who  are  not  pro- 
ridcd  tor  bj  eiiating  law. 

Wab  DiruTHKin,  19fA  January,  1830. 

The  resolntion  of  the  Honae  of  BepresentaliTea, 
of  the  I4th  January  ioatant,  relative  to  the  number 
of  aurriving  reTolutionary  officen,  Ac,  cannot  be 
fdlT  and  satiifactonlir  answered  bj  any  iDfonnation 
on  tile  in  this  department.  The  enclosed  communi- 
cation  from  the  principal  clerk  of  the  Peoaion  Bu- 
lean  ia  a  re^j,  to  the  extent  tbat  the  recorda  ol 
the  War  Depaitment  will  permit. 

Tory  T«speetfnllr, 

J.  H.  £A.TOa^. 

Amuir  SnvEKSOK,  Eiq. 

Speaker  of  tMt  BauM  af  IU;prttt»tatu)a. 

Was  DiPAKTHIMT, 
JPtuMm  QSiot,  Jatimarf  16,1880. 
8ut :  In  relation  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
B^rssentatives,  of  the  14th  initant,  reapectlng  the 
nrriTing  officer*  and  soldiara  of  the  revolutionary 
war,l  hare  to  iafono  jou  that  the  archives  of  this 
department  funiidi  no  data  upon  which  an  estimate 
cculd  be  made,  as  to  the  probable  number  of  those 
who  belonged  to  the  State  regiments,  ralunteera, 
and  militia,  during  the  revolutionary  war.  Of  such 
troops  we  have  no  rolls,  eicept  the  t^ree  State  Re^- 
taenta  of  Virginia.  Of  the  number  of  Vi^inia 
Stale  troopa,  now  living,  I  can  form  nothing  like  an 
accurate  cslculatiou  :  possibly  a  hundred  may  still 
Mivire,  and  perhaps  three-fonrtha  of  them  might 
ask  for  assistance,  if  a  law  should  pass  embracing 
tbeir  cases.  If  all  who  served  on  tbe  continental 
eslablishmenl  are  comprehended  in  the  resolution, 
it  would  embrace  men  who  served  for  six  and  eight 
naDths.  What  portion  of  tbeae  are  now  alive,  and 
lo  Daedf  circunutances,  I  am  unable  to  determine, 
bat  four  hundred  woald,  I  think,  be  a  large  eali- 

i  have  no  meana  of  aseertainbg  what  number  of 
peisons  were  disabled  during  the  last  war,  who  are 
inc^nUe  of  Tna'"**i'>i"g  themselves  by  """"'i  la- 
bor, and  who  are  not  provided  for  by  law. 


Hon.  JoKM  H.  KiNB,  BtcrOary  of  War. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  called  for  the  reftding  of  tbese 
n^wra  rather  for  the  purpose  of  ehowing  what 
is  not  attainable  than  what  ia  obtained.  Inas- 
much oa  this  meoaare  waa  recommended  hy  the 
Preaident  the  o<»nmittee  thought  it  dne  to  him 
to  call  upon  the  appropriate  department  of  hie 
cabinet  for  each  foots  and  information  as  might 
be  useM  in  jnstifying  and  suHtaining  it.  But, 
from  the  condition  of  the  records  of  the  army, 
ud  the  nature  of  the  com,  it  is  impossible  to 
form  a  gatiefactory  opinion  upon  the  snbject. 
He  would  not,  therefore,  venture  to  give  one. 
The  ^t  can  only  be  ascertained  now,  as  it  was 
in  IBIS  and  1S28,  by  experiment.  Of  one  fact, 
however,  and  the  only  one  material,  we  are 
aasnred,  and  that  ia  the  ability  of  the  Treasury 
to  meet  the  demand  which  the  resolntion  may 
weote  npof  it.    The  House  ought  sot  to  for- 
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get  that  time  has  thinned  the  ranks  of  tbeae 
men,  and  abridged  the  life  of  all  of  them  \j 
twelve  yeai«  sinee  tbe  act  of  1818.  The  amoont 
of  the  immediate  demand  will  be  much  leas  than 
is  Bipeoted,  he  thought,  and  it  will  be  a  gradu- 
ally and  rapidly  decreasing  demand.  These 
men  will  soon  cease  to  trouble  yoo.  The  Ust  of 
them  will  soon  be  gone.  Tbe  measure  must, 
therefore,  rest  for  its  basis,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  President,  who  doubtless  con- 
sidered it  well  before  he  recommended  it  to 
Congress,  and  npon  the  great  and  obvious  and 
universally  admitted  justice  and  propriety  of 
the  measure. 

He  congratulated  the  soldiers  of  the  revola- 
_.>n  that  the  President  had  pledged  the  authori- 
ty of  his  name,  and  stoked  to  tbe  nation  his  in- 
fluence with  Congress  in  their  behalf.  It  was 
on  act  worthy  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  ought  never  \o  Iw  heard  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours,  tbat  these  men  ore  left  to  suffer 
from  want,  or  even  to  taei  that  they  have  been 
rigoronsly  and  liarshly  dealt  by,  and  he  hoped 
to  hear  no  more  of  paying  the  national  debt 
until  this,  tbe  most  ancient,  Just,  and  sacred,  is 
first  met  and  cancelled.  Bir,  (stud  he,)  there 
never  was  a  race  of  men  so  trifled  with  as  these 
men  have  been,  whose  feelings  oud  bonor  were 
held  in  snch  cheap  account  In  1818,  yon  gave 
them  o  pension.  In  1630,  as  soon  as  they  ad- 
justed themselves  to  their  new  condition  of 
comfort,  you  took  it  sway.  By  the  same  act, 
and  that  of  1S23,  yon  readmitted  a  portioD  of 
them  to  the  pension  roll,  but  upon  tnia  condi- 
tion— a  sworn  confession  of  absolute  pauper- 
ism, nay,  you  required  proof  of  it  upon  inspec- 
tion, and  valuation.  Yon  searched  their  tenia 
as  if  they  had  been  felons,  not  to  ascertain 
where  they  get  their  plunder,  bnt  what  they 
had,  and  what  they  had  done  with  what  they 
had  not  Yon  mode  him  aooount  for  the  twin 
lambs  be  had  given  hlschildren  for  the  rearing 
and  for  tbe  cradle  his  wife  had  given  to  his 
daughter  upon  her  marriage.-  Yon  charged  him 
with  the  money  he  had  paid  for  aervioea  filial 
piety  had  rendered,  onless  he  could  show  an  an- 
tecedent contract  which  no  parent  ordinarily 
would  have  thought  of  proposing,  and  no  son, 
unless  a  bastard  or  an  outcast,  of  making.  Id 
1 828''2e,  no  sooner  bed  a  new  rule  been  adopted, 
more  jnst,  more  liberal,  and  in  my  view  more 
conformable  to  the  act  of  1818  than  the  old  one 
was,  and  the  hopes  of  these  men,  which  had 
become  dead,  been  revived,  and  tbeir  crutches 
put  in  motion, — for  they  had  no  time  to  lose — 
no  sooner  had  theyset  out  npon  theirpilgrimage 
to  the  court-houses,  to  get  their  papers,  than 
tbe  mle  was  Teversed--4he  Government  bad 
changed  its  mind — "  aa  you  were,"  was  tiia 
order  from  the  War  Department.    Of. course, 


BO  tiifled  with,    A^  infirmity,  poverty,  and 
suffering  had  been  sported  with,  not  by  the 


less  here  than  elesewhere. 
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answer  no  loDger  Thej  have  Miswerad  lone 
enoogb.  Let  the  question  be  Battled,  onoe  &na 
forever.  Let  the  claims  of  these  mea  be  ad- 
mitted and  satisfied,  or  rejected ;  for,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  Bubject,  hope  given  np  is  prefera- 
ble to  liope  defetred.  Let  tbem  have  at  least  the 
<]niet  of  despair.  I  mj  ai^iii,  that  I  oongrata- 
late  them  that  the  President  has  interposed  in 
their  behalf.  It  is  proof  that  he  knows  what 
is  dae  to  them,  and  what  is  dae  to  onrselTeB, 
to  our  own  character  and  honor ;  and  I  call 
apoD  the  HoQse  to  umotion  the  measure  he  has 
recommended. 

[Here  the  boor  elapsed  for  the  consideration 
of  resolntiona.] 

lfo;n>AT,  April  G. 
Jiidg«  Peel. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  James 
H.  Peek,  Judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  district  of  Uissouri,  in  relation  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  tho  Judiciary, 
made  to  the  Honse  on  the  23d  ultimo,  on  the 
memorial  of  Luke  E.  Lawless,  in  which  report 
it  is  proposed  that  he  (the  said  Judge)  be  im- 
peached forhighmisdemeanorsin  office,  praying 
the  Honse  to  receive  from  him  s  written  ex- 
position of  the  whole  case,  embracing  both  the 
&cts  and  the  law,  and  thathe  may  have  process 
to  call  his  witnesses  from  the  State  of  Missouri, 
in  support  of  bis  statement,  before  any  discue- 
■  sion  or  vote  be  taken  on  the  evidenoe  as  it  is 
now  presented  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee— or,  if  that  cannot  be  granted,  he  prays  the 
Honse  "to  vote  the  impeachment  St  once, 
without  any  diacussion  on  that  partial  evidence 
which  presents  a  garbled  view  of  the  subject, 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  memorialist, 
and  that  he  may  nare  as  speedy  an  opportunity 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow,  to  exhibit 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  Senate,  and  before 
his  country,  Ihe  entire  transaction  in  all  its 
parts,  as  it  really  eoourred." 

The  report  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  SroBBS,  of  New  York,  moved  to  com- 
mit it  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  report  of  the  Judiuary  Committee 
_,  relative  to  Judge  Peck. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensned,  which  con- 
tinned  till  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  em- 
braciug  in  its  range  the  propriety  of  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  the  propriety  of 
the  course  pursued  by  the  committee  in  their 
investigation  of  the  subject,  the  history  of  other 
cases  of  impeachment  in  our  country  and  in 
Great  Britam,  and,  somewhat,  the  merits  of 
the  present  case,  llesers.  Stobbb,  of  New 
York,  Clat,  BnoHaiiui',  Inoebsoll,  Sutheb- 
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New  York,  £tebbtt,  Btbond,  Codltsk,  and 
Cr^io,  of  Virginia,  took  part  in  the  debate, 
which  was  at  length  terminated,  by  a  suooessful 
motion  of  Mr.  Bivis,  of  South  Carolina,  to  U^ 
the  memorial  oa  the  table,  and  print  it. 
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Hi.  Olat  said,  that  when  he  withdrew  hia 
motion  to  lay  this  memorial  on  the  table,  and 
print  it,  he  had  had  no  idea  that  such  a  discus- 
sion would  have  take  place  as  had  unce  arisen. 
Nor  could  he  perceive  the  propriety  of  the  de- 
bale  under  such  a  motion  as  bad  been  made  by 
the  genUemon  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,) 
to  refer  it  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  had  ^eatly  misun- 
derstood the  memorial  of  Judge  Peck,  if  it  re- 
flected in  the  alishtest  degree  on  the  Judiciary 
Committee ;  Mii  he  was  persuaded  that  those 
gentiemen  who  had  represented  that  paper  as 
so  doing,  had  entirely  misunderstood  its  tenor 
and  purpose.  All  that  the  Judge  had  done  in 
his  petition  was,  to  present  a  simple  statement 
of  facts,  and  to  ask  that  he  might  be  heard  be- 
fore he  was  impeached.  He  had  uttered  no  re- 
faction wh^ver,  either  on  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee or  its  chairman ;  and  why  it  had  roused 
so  much  feeling  in  the  Houae,  he  was  utterly 
at  aloes  to  understand.  He  might  be  mistaken, 
but  to  him  it  seemed  that  the  whole  discussion 
was  out  of  order.  The  qnestian  at  this  time 
was  not  whether  the  Judge  should  be  heard  at 
the  bar  of  the  Honse,  or  whether  additional  tes- 
timony should  be  received.  Neither  of  these 
questions  was  at  all  involved  in  a  motion  to 
refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  yetthewhola 
discusuon  seemed  to  have  gone  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  such  was  the  question,  and  geutlemen 
had  argued  it  on  the  ground  of  precedent.  As 
to  precedents,  there  was  no  nuifonnity  in  them 
on  tills  Butyect.  One  high  case  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  that  of  Warren  Hastings,  and  also 
that  of  Judge  Chase.  Bnt  the  practice  in  the 
several  States  differed  from  that  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  General  Govenkment 
In  his  own  State,  (and  he  hoped  he  should 
not  be  considered  as  presumptuous  in  referring 
to  the  practice  of  a  State  which  had  so  recentiy 
been  admitted  to  the  Union,)  the  course  pur- 
sued tu  cases  of  impeachment  was  different: 
and  he  thought  there  were  many  inducements 
for  the  House  to  pursue  the  practice  there 
adopted.  He  could  not  unite  in  the  opinion 
that  the  Houae  shonld  proceed  precisely  as  did 
a  grand  Jury  in  ordinary  cases  of  indictment. 
The  present  case  was  totally  different  A  great 
officer  had  been  accused  of  a  ^eat  offence.  Did 
gentlemen  suppose,  could  they  think,  that, 
when  a  high  officer  of  the  Government  was  ao- 
cused  by  a  private  individual,  he  must,  <m  the 
mere  ex  parte  testimony  of  that  accuser,  be  at 
once  impeached  t  Mr.  0.  smd  he  should  hesi- 
tate much  before  he  could  subscribe  to  such 
on  opinion.  He  thought  the  Reuse  ought  to 
proceed  with  very  great  caution.  Merely  to 
accuse,  was  not  sU  that  woa  necessary  in  order 
to  have  a  Judge  impeached.  Some  gentlemeu 
seemed  to  conceive  that  the  memorial  of  this 
petitioner  asked  that  witnesses  might  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bar  of  that  House ;  but  it  mode 
no  such  request  direotiy.  It  only  asked  this  aa 
one  alternative— that  bia  tritoesB*  ml^t  be 
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beaM  her«,  if  not  eltewhere.  Ur.  0.  inquired 
whj  it  would  not  be  proper  to  i^point  oommis- 
■KiMa  to  take  teBtlmonj  in  ITisBODri  oi  ' 
wberef  Where  would  bethe  ioconvenie 
noh  k  conrae  I  Where  would  be  the  i 
prie^  of  iasniog  oonuniarioQB  to  indindi 
laapMUbilitj,  to  take  tegtimonr  on  the  spot 
irtien  tbe  offence  had  occmred  t  This  could 
be  dooe,  ilthoiiKh  that  Eoose  was  not  the  tribn- 
nal  before  whieh  the  accoaed  was  to  be  bded. 
It  had  v^Tj  tnUj  been  stated,  that  the  groniid 
^thia  impeaehment  had  occurred  some  four  or 
flre  years  before.  The  case  had  at  that  time 
beaa  referred  to  tbe  Joditnarf  Oommittee  of  the 
Eooae,  who,  after  lo<^ng  at  it,  reqaested  to  be 
diaeharged  from  its  farther  consideration.  The 
■ame  extraordinary-  prosecntion  bed  been  at- 
tempted the  second  time,  but  with  no  better 
noceaa.  And  was  it  not  natnral  for  the  ao- 
cased,  when  a  grand  jory  had  thns  twice  made 
a  return  of  igrtoramu*,  to  snppoae  that  he  was 
exempt  from  any  farther  molestation  on  the 
same  ground  I  ftirely  it  was ;  and  Jodge  Feck 
had  otmolnded,  when,  in  a  second  instance,  a 
competent  committee  of  that  Honae  had  bad  bis 
caae  before  them,  and  made  no  report  upon  it, 
tbat  he  was  exempt  from  farther  trouble. 
While  these  faots  were  not  denied,  and  gentle- 
nco  looked  at  the  length  of  time  which  had 
iiniie  el^ised,  they  must  allov  that  it  behooved 
tbem,  as  candid  and  honorable  men,  to  act  in 
the  ease  with  caution  and  deliberation.  Were 
gmtlemen  prepared  to  decide  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Jndge,  without  folly  oonaolting  tbe  pre- 
cadeoti  t  It  had  been  to  allow  time  for  auoh 
BB  examination,  that  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  and  print  it ; 
and  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  a  disoos- 
rioa  like  the  present  would,  in  bis  judgment, 
haTft  been  more  proper  after  such  a  delay,  than 
it  waa  at  present. 

He  now  renewed  the  motion,  but  once  more 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  SroRse. 

JCr.  Bdchuiab  said,  that,  whilst  he  was  in- 
flocBoed  by  do  personal  feeling  in  this  ease,  he 
**-"—*■*  '*.  waa  his  duty  to  make  one  or  two  ei- 
I  in  relation  to  some  matters  con- 
1  the  memorial  which  had  jost  been 
read. 

Jadge  Peck,  in  that  memorial,  suggests  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary  sent  for  soch 
witoessea  iwly  as  had  been  selected  by  Hi.  Iaw- 
leaa.    That  Is  bx  from  being  the  fact.    " 


d  aiKHi  higher  principlea.  They 
were  aenrible  of  the  hi^  reqwosibility  wbicn 
they  owed,  both  to  Uiis  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try, for  the  Gorreotneaa  of  thur  proceedings ; 
aad  had,  thereforft,  hiqoired  and  asoerbuned, 
frnm  tbe  best  aonroea  in  their  power,  the  names 
of  soch  witneaaes  aawoold  be  most  likely  to 
g>T«  an  impartial  and  intelligent  statement  of 
tbe  tranaaction.  They  had  sent  for  and  ei- 
amiuedserenwitaeHaee;  and  he  owed  it  to  them 
to  saty,  that,  although  he  had  long  been  in  the 
haUt  of  exanuning  witnasaea  in  oonrta  of  Jus- 
liee,  he  had  neTer  observed,  on  any  ocoaaion, . 


more  caador  or  more  impaititdity  thim  these 
seven  gentlemen  had  exhibited  upon  their  ex- 
amination before  the  committee. 

It  is  tme,  as  the  memorial  suggests,  that^  in 
the  case  of  Warren  Hastiuga,  the  House  of 
Oommons  did  hear  the  accused,  and  did  permit 
him  to  produce  testimony,  before  they  voted  an 
impeachment  agunst  him.  Bnt  this  was  only 
a  single  instance.  That  course  might  have 
been  adopted  because  Mr.  Burke,  merely  as  an 
individaal  member  of  the  Honse,  had  risen  in 
his  place,  and  moved  the  impeacbmeot  Wheth- 
er be  was  correct  in  this  conjecture  or  not,  it 
was  certain  there  had  been  (lo  case  of  an  im- 
peachment by  thia  Honse,  in  which  so  mnch 
mdulgence  was  granted,  asWl  been  allowed  to 
the  aceosed  npon  the  present  occasion.  He 
was  permitted  to  furnish  the  committee  with  a 
written  explanation  of  his  conduct,  and  his  re- 
qnest  that  he  might  cross-examine  the  witnesses 
was  promptly  granted.  The  House  will  decide, 
when  they  come  to  review  the  teetimony, 
whether  he  was  improperly  restricted  in  thb 
cross-examination,  or  whether  it  has  not  bCMt 
full  and  ample.  He  would  say,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  thia  cross-examination  had  rather  in- 
jured than  benefited  the  Judge. 

Kr.'  B.  said,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  had 
never  considered  the  parol  testimony  In  this 
case  of  mnch  importance.  The  opinion  of  the 
court,  the  commentary  of  Mr.  Lawless  npon  it, 
whieh  was  the  alleged  contempt,  and  the  rec- 
ord of  the  conrt  imprisoning  and  suspending 
him  from  practice,  were  all  in  writing,  and 
were  the  f^ts  on  which  the  oommittee  mainly 
relied  in  forming  their  opinion.  In  that  opinion 
they  were  nnanimous.  They  felt  deep  regret, 
when  they  foand  themselves  obliged  to  come  to 
the  coaolnmon  which  they  Bad  done ;  and  it 
was  with  great  reluctance  they  had  recom- 
mended an  impeachment  to  the  House.  In 
making  their  report,  they  had  pnrposely  ex- 
pressed a  mere  -naked  opinion  only,  unaooom- 
Ssnied  by  any  argument  in  its  support.  They 
id  not  wish  to  bias  the  decision  of  the  Honse 
by  any  commentary  of  theirs  npon  the  teeti- 
mony. All  they  desired  was,  that  each  mem- 
ber shonld  read  the  testimony  for  himself,  and 
draw  bis  own  oonolusiona  from  it. 

Hi.  iNOBBaoLL  said,  there  might  perhaps  be 
some  difficulty  in  arriving  at  tbe  correct  prac- 
tice to  be  pursued  in  this  case ;  and  as  possibly 
the  practice  hitherto  had  not  been  uniform,  it 
was  the  more  important  that  the  Honse  should 
start  right.  He  confessed  that  this  was,  In  a 
great  measure,  a  new  case  to  him.  The  only 
one  that  be  had  ever  before  witnessed  was  that, 
in  which  obarges,  through  a  newspaper  of  this 
district,  had  been  brought  against  the  Vice 
I'resident  abont  three  years  ago.  That  officer 
had  presented  these  charges  to  the  House,  as 
the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  requested 
an  inquiry.  A  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  investigate  them ;  and,  before  that  commit- 
tee, a  friend  of  the  Vice  Preident  had  been  pw- 
mitted  to  appear,  and  represent  him  thnm^ont 
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the  whole  iiiT«tlgation.  Witneaaea,  «bo,  had 
been  examined  on  the  part  of  the  aooiued. 
How  it  had  been  in  the  case  of  Judge  Chase,  oi 
of  JTodge  Pickering,  trcm  New  Hampshire,  he 
did  not  recollect ;  but  he  well  reooUected  that 
witnesBea  in  favor  of  the  Vice  Preeident  had 
been  examined,  ae  well  as  against  him,  and  that 
hJB  representative  had  been  allowed  to  be  preeent 
before  the  committee  through  every  stage  of  that 
ezaminatjon.  The  committee  at  that  time  took 
eomep^stoRBoertdQwhatwastheproperniode 
of  proceeding,  and  the;  become  satisfied  that  the 
part7  aooneed  had,  in  diese  preliminsiy  proceed- 
logs,  a  right  to  be  thns  heard.  The  constitu- 
tion providing  for  the  impeachment  of  ell  civil 
officers,  makes  no  difference  between  judicial 
and  other  officers.  Nor  can  it  make  any  differ- 
ence whether  the  matter  is  brought  before  us  b; 
the  individoal  who  feels  himself  injured  bj-aa 
nnjustcharge,  or  whether  it  comeson  the  petition 
of  a  citizen,  or  by  the  message  of  the  Executive, 
or  by  a  member  rising  in  his  seat,  as  was  done 
in  Uie  case  of  Warren  Hastings.  The  roles 
which  must  govern  the  inqnir;  mnst  be  nnl- 
form,  be  the  officer  who  he  may,  and  in  no 
matter  what  form  the  subject  is  first  bronght  to 
our  notice.  Kr.  I.  said  he  would  not,  in  this 
early  stage  of  the  business,  commit  himself  to 
any  canee,  till  he  ooutd  look  farther  into  par- 
liamentary proceedings  in  similar  cases ;  he  rose 
principally  to  correct  what  had  been  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who,  he 
thought,  went  too  far  in  aaying  that  there  had 
been  no  instance  in  which  the  party  accused 
was  permitted  to  examine  his  witfieeses  in  the 
preliminary  prooeediogs  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Pettis  said :  Standing  indifferently,  as  he 
protested  he  did,  between  uie  accuser  and  the 
accused  in  this  else,  he  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  moke  some  remarks  on  this  subject. 

The  Honse  of  Representatives  hod  now  to 
perform  a  very  important  dnty — important,  as 
had  been  observed,  not  only  to  the  Judge  who 
had  been  aocnsed,  bnt  to  the  conntry.  The 
practice  in  cases  of  impeochmenta,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  proceedings  in  this  Honse,  was  now 
to  be  settled;  fbr  it  was  obvious  that  it  had  not 
^et  bean  settled  by  precedent.  Gientlemen  had, 
mdeed,  spoken  of  the  case  of  Judge  Ohase ;  bnt 
that  case  bad  no  application  to  the  present  one 
as  it  now  stands.  Judge  Ohase  did  not  ask  to 
make  hb  defoooe  Iwfore  this  House,  nor  did  he 
ask  either  to.  cross-examine  witnesses  on  the 
port  of  the  Government,  or  to  have  an  exam- 
mation  of  his  own  witnesses.  As  the  preeent 
question  was  not  then  raised,  that  case  can  form 
no  precedent  to  govern  in  this  instance. 

Sir.  P.  regretted  the  oonrse  pursned  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the    Judiciary  Oonunittee,   es- 

gtcially  that  of  its  honorable  chairman,  (Ur. 
DCBAITAN.)  That  gentleman  had  repeatodly 
told  the  House  that  he  hod  no  feeling  towards 
the  BCoased.  Kr.  P.  said  he  hoped  his  remarlcs 
would  not  show  a  freedom  from  feeling  in  the 
way  that  those  of  that  gentieman  had  done. 
The  honorable  chairman  had,  in  a  very  un- 


necessary, and,  he  would  say,  improper  manner, 
entered  into  the  merita  of  the  case.  He  had 
told  the  Honse  that,  in  order  to  save  the  Judge, 
his  request  should  be  refused  him ;  and  he  lud 
said  that  the  Judge  had  made  hie  case  worse 
instead  of  better  by  his  cross-examination  of  the 
witnesses.  The  gentleman  from  Kew  York 
(Mr.  Stobbs)  had  taken  the  same  view ;  both 
intimating  that  they  were  desirous  to  save  the 
Judge  from  himself.  What  was  it  the  Jndgo 
Bskra  in  hie  memorial!  First,  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  defend  himself  before  thia 
Honse,  and  then  that  his  witnesses  might  be 
examined  at  our  bar ;  but,  if  this  l>e  not  grant- 
ed, that  his  cose  might  be  sent  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  there  he  might  present  his 
defence,  and  there  have  his  witneasee  examined. 
Ur.  P.  said  he  conndered  the  request  of  the 
memorial  perfectly  fair  end  proper ;  and  if  the 
motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  and  print  it  should 
previdl,  heuonld  then  move  a  series  of  reeoln- 
tions,  pieeenting  in  a  distinct  manner  the  several 
'requests  of  the  memorialists  that  the  Hooae 
might  act  expressly  upon  them.  As  to  the 
first,  it  was  certainly  imp<»tant  that  the  House 
should  know  the  principles  on  which  the  ca&e 
rested.  The  Judiciary  Oommittee  had,  it  was 
tme,  mode  a  report;  bnt  the^  had  not  laid 
down  one  of  those  principles  m  it.  Now,  he 
pnt  it  to  gentlemen,  wheuier  they  were  pre- 
pared to  act  in  the  case  until  these  principles 
were  examined  and  known.  Were  there  any 
gentlemeu  present  who  had  fiilly  examined  the 
law  bearing  on  this  case)  He  presnmed  not 
We  were  then  called  upon  to  act  in  the  dark, 
npon  faith.  He  had  not  himself  had  time  to 
examine  the  principles  involved,  nor  had  he 
made  np  any  definite  judgment  o      ''       ~ 


tion,  and  the  committee  shoold  then  exhibit 
whatever  had  an  opposite  bearing.  Tins  might 
be  done,  should  the  Hoose  refuse  to  hear  his 
witnesses.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  his 
witnesses  should  be  eumined  by  the  committee. 

Ur.  P.  Bud,  this  was  not  the  ordinary  trial  of 
a  criminal  before  a  court  of  law,  bnt  was  a  pro- 
ceeding of  a  much  hi^er  character.  Why  is 
it  that  a  defendant's  witnesses  are  not  per- 
mitted to  be  examined  before  a  grand  jury  t 
It  is  because  criminals  shall  not  know  what  ia 
doing  against  them,  end  Uien  moke  their  es- 
cape. Bnt  even  in  criminal  oases  counter  tes- 
timony is  frequently  allowed. 

If  the  Honse  should  hear  what  the  Judge  had 
to  exhibit  in  his  defence,  we  should  be  pre- 
pared to  act  intetlii^bly.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  had  opposed  this,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  worse  for  the 
Judge;  that  if  this  examination  was  bad,  and 
an  impeachment  preferred,  the  Senate  would 
be  bound,  by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
convict.    That  gentteman  would  snrely  let  the 

E arty  Judge  for  himself.  If  he  Judged  wrong, 
e  must  anide  the  consequences.  It  appeared  to 
him  a  very  attange  doctrine,  that,  alUr  a  full 
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a  here,  aai  an  fmpeaobment  fotind, 
tik«  Senate  would  be  found  to  oosTiot.  In  the 
«am  ot  the  Vioe  Premdent,  and  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Crawford,  witneBaes  were  exsniined  on 
botb  ndes.  Both  these  gentlemen  were  ohaived 
with  high  misdemeanors,  and  the  ahargea  Had 
been  jawerred  in  times  of  great  political  exoite- 
menL  The  reqneet  of  the  Jndge  is  Enpported 
bj  the  whole  train  of  Bnalish  decisions  in  caaes 
ef  ft  Iik«  kind ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  Indul- 
gence wonld  be  granted  him. 

tfr.  8VK0XCI  Biud,  that,  from  the  little  ezam- 
tnatioii  be  had  been  able  to  give  to  this  subject, 
1m  lutd  MKne  to  the  condndon.  that  the  present 
proceeding  ahonld  be  atrictl;  <a  parU,  rigidlj 
■o.  It  bid  been  said  b;  the  gentleman  from 
"Iffaiiwiiliii  iiiHii,  (Mr.  Etbbbtt,)  that  the  oom- 
mitlee  had  departed  sonievhat  from  this  tine. 
It  was  tme  that  thej  had  deviated  from  it  in  a 
alight  degree,  bnt  the  departure  was  not  sach  as 
to  warrant  the  Honse  in  taking  the  other  step 
which  was  now  reqneeted.  There  was  a  verj 
material  difference  between  bearing  the  pkrt; 
accnsed  and  hearing  his  witnesses.  The  mem- 
bers ot  the  House  were  not  jndges  to  trj  or  to 
condemn  the  aocnsed.  It  was  tme  that  the 
mattcffl  in  this  teatimony  might  not  be  snob  an 
to  mix  tbemselTes  np  with  part;  politics ;  but 
■appose  that  it  were  proposed  to  impeaoh  a 
poiiliOB]  man  of  high  standing,  and  that  the 
witnesses  were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Hotue, 
he  pnt  it  to  everf  man  to  nay  whether  the 
safety  of  the  oonnby  did  not  leqaire  that,  in 
Boch  oases,  politics  ahonld  be  thorooghlj  ez- 
duded  from  that  tribunal.  And  how  oonld 
this  be  done,  bnt  by  keeping  the  proceedings 
suictlj  gz  parte  f  Oomplunts  had  been  made 
■Bmt  the  eomn^ttae  had  not  reported  articles  of 
impeaehment;  the  case  had  been  referred  to 
thonfor  nosocb  pnnKise;  their  datj  had  been 
limidy  to  ascertain  beta.  The  House  did  not 
want  eren  tlieir  opinions ;  it  wanted  the  facts 
only,  and  on  one  side.  What  the  Honse  bad 
to  dedde,  waa,  whether  the  testimony  did,  or 
£d  not,  contain  matter  to  warrant  an  impeaob- 
meot.  If  it  did,  then  the  House  would  say  the 
party  sbonld  be  impeached,  and  the  next  step 
would  be  to  app<Hnt  a  committee  to  frame  the 
■rtidea.  These  would  be  reported  to  the 
Eonaa,  and,  if  they  were  agroed  upon,  then 
msnagms  wonld  be  appointed  to  condnet  the 
trial  beft>re  the  Senate.  It  struck  him  that  the 
«&st  cotiTM  wonld  be  to  keep  tbe  proceedings 
aanear  <s  p<>rt«'as  possible.  Let  the  report 
aad  tlie  memori^  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Vhole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Unicm ;  let  them  be 
printed,  and  let  all  the  members  have  an  oppor- 
timity  to  examine  them.  If  the  House  shonld 
tiun  decade  that  artides  of  impeaohment 
diMild  be  drawn  up,  all  would  have  been 
dose  that  the  accnsed  could  rightfully  ask. 

WainnsnAT,  April  7. 

AdgeFeei. 

Ur,  Fania  obtained  the  leave  ttf  the  House 


Setolvad,  That  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  nnited  States  for  the  district  of 
Hisaouri,  be  permitted  to  make  to  this  House  any 
eiplanalioDB  be  niaj  think  proper,  In  answer  ta  ibe 
charges  preferred  agiunat  him  b;  Luke  E.  Lairtess^ 
Esq,,  vbiL-h  cbargea  hsve  been  reported  on  by  the 
Committee  oq  (be  Jadidary. 

Mr,  P.  sdd  he  moved  this  resolution  in  par- 
Boanoe  of  an  iatjmation  which  he  gave  the 
other  day  when  he  moved  to  lay  Judge  Peok'i 
memorial  on  the  table,  to  try  the  sense  of  tbe 
House  in  granting  Judge  P.'s  request.  He 
thought  the  indolgenoe  proposed  was  a  matter 
of  justice  to  tbe  Judge ;  that  there  was  no  pre- 
cedent -  against  it,  as  he  had  examined  tiie 
BQthoritie*  as  far  back  as  1040. 

A  long  debate  enaaed  on  the  resolntion,  and 
on  the  modifications  which  were  proposed  to 
it,  in  which  Messrs.  Stosks,  of  New  York, 
Buchanan,  Bodoridos,  Cbatton,  Eajissy, 
Cl4t,  Mabtin,  Fama,  Bpbkokb,  of  New 
York,  Ellswokth,  Uuntinoton,  Bates,  and 
BuaaKS  engaged.  In  the  beginning  of  the  de- 
hate, 

Mr.  Makin  moved  to  strike  oat  the  word 
"  explanations,"  and  insert  "  any  reepeetful 
written  argument  upon  the  law  and  matters 
of  faot  now  in  evidence  before  the  Honse ;"  and 
after  some  time,  to  get  rid  of  tbe  debate. 

Mr.  Poms  aooepted  this  modification,  and 
inserting  further  the  words  "  or  oral"  after  the 
word  "written." 

Thus  amended,  after  an  nnsnocessfnl  motion 
by  Mr.  Dkattor  to  strike  out  the  words  "  or 
oral,"  tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a 

Mr.  PnriB,  having  offered  his  resolution,  re- 
marked, that  he  bad  examined  all  the  prece- 
dents on  thia  saljeot  which  he  conld  discover, 
and  there  was  no  instance  among  them,  in 
which  a  request,  like  that  which  he  had  made  in 
behalf  of  Judge  Peek,  was  denied.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  case  of  Lord  Melville,  and  in  tnitli 
to  all  which  had  ooourred  since  1640.  He  con- 
fidently hoped  the  privilege  soliolted  wonld  Im 
freely  accorded  by  Oongress. 

Mr.  DoDomDOB  asked  bow  many  days  it  was 
supposed  the  Judge  would  require  to  prepare 
his  defence.  The  time  of  the  House,  at  tUs 
season,  was  peculiarly  preoions. 

Mr,  PsniB  snppoMd  he  wonld  be  prepared 
by  Monday  next 

Mr,  Stobbs^  of  New  York,  inquired  whether 
it  was  antidpated  that  the  Judge  intended  to 
submit  to  tbe  House  any  thing  more  than 
points  of  la^  and  matters  of  fMt,  appert^n- 
ing  to  the  judidal  proceedings  complained  ot 

Mr.  PnTiB  replied,  he  l>dieved  these  were  all 
that  was  to  be  expected  from  him. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  observed,  that  the  ol^eo- 
tion  urged  by  the  sentlenian  from  Kew 
York  (Mr.  Stobbb)  apidied  to  thd  amendment 
as  mndi  as  to  the  bill.    We  have  no  ooutitn- 
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tioDal  power  hi  pan  this  ameDdment.  We  are 
oal^  to  inquire,  and,  if  we  Bee  oaoM,  direct  an 
impeaclimeat.  Upon  the  merita  we  cannot  aot 
definitively;  besides,  we  might  do  Judge  Peck 
great  icjnstice;  he  has  yet  had  no  opportoDitj 
to  defend.  Hr.  E.  edd  he  waa  in  favor  of  tlie 
report  aod  the  reaolation  as  thej  came  from 
tike  committee.  When  the  papers  ia  this 
case  had  been  presented  to  the  Jodiciary  Com- 
mittee, he  had  read  them  agfdn  and  again,  with 
tbe  greatetit  anxiety;  and  it  was  with  the  ntr 
most  reJnctAnce  that  be  came  t«  the  conclnsion 
at  which  lie  finally  arrived.  He  felt  that  it  was 
a  grave  thing  to  pat  a  judicial  officer  of  this 
GoTemment  to  hia  trial  for  his  character,  his 
office,  his  sabsistence,  and,  in  a  word,  for  all 
that  ia  dear  to  humanity,  and  to  make  tlie  last 
and  most  snblime  appeal  known  to  the  oonstj- 
totiOD,  by  placing  him  before  the  Senate  in  the 
last  resort.  Bnt  there  was  another  view  of  the 
BQbject,  which  struck  his  mind  with  eqnal 
farce.  He  saw  an  officer  ocenpylng  an  eleva- 
ted etation,  and  clothed  with  the  anthority  of 
this  Government,  calling  before  him  a  fellow- 
citizeD,  known  as  a  man  of  talent  and  respecta- 
Bility  in  his  profession,  and  by  a  summary  pro- 
cess, stripping  him  of  the  exercise  of  that 
profession,  dotliing  him  with  shame,  and  incar- 
cerating him  in  a  felon's  dongeou,  the  place  of 
disgrace  and  infamy.  He  had  endeavored  to 
view  the  case  with  impartiality,  and  not  to 
■  give  way  to  any  nndne  feeling ;  and,  after 
having  attentively  heard  the  statement  of  facts 
presented  by  Ur.  Lawless,  he  had  come  to  the 
conclosioa  that  if  these  facts  were  substantiated 
by  testimony,  the  impeachment  onght  to  pro- 
It  was  not  now  his  intention  to  go  into  the 
tnerita  of  this  case.  The  subject  had  been  eai- 
hansted.  But,  as  he  had  been  a  member  of  tlie 
Jndiciacy  Committee,  and  had  ^ven  his  voice 
for  the  impeachment  of  Jndge  Peck,  he  trust- 
ed the  House  wonld  listen  to  him  for  a  few 
momenta. 

It  appeared  that  the  Jndge,  three  months 
after  delivering  hia  opinion  in  the  case  of  Son- 
lard,  and  three  months  after  the  final  diroosi- 
tion  of  the  case  and  the  adjournment  of  his 
conrt,  oommitted  it  to  paper,  and  sent  it  to  tbe 

C~>lio  press.  It  was  an  opinion  involving  the 
ded  titles  of  almost  the  whole  territory 
where  he  resided.  He  published  it,  a^  it  seem- 
ed, at  the  reqnest,of  a  lawyer,  or  lawyers ;  and 
manifestly  for  the  porpose  of  spreadiog  opin- 
ions, exciting  feelings,  and  leading  to  a  certain 
tine  of  conduct  in  the  community  where  it  was 
published.  Perhaps  this  might  be  all  right; 
he  should  find  no  fault  with  it:  shortly  after 
the  publication  of  this  opinion  of  the  Jndge,  a 
professional  gentleman,  nearly  concerned  in  the 
result  of  that  opinion,  had  come  before  the 
public  in  another  paper,  and  exposed  what  he 
eonodved  to  be  certain  errors  into  which  the 
Judge  had  fallen,  which  might  have  been  called 
for,  to  save  his  friends  or  clients  from  the  grasp 
'  ofspecnlatora,  nntilafinal  trialintheSapreme 
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Court,  and  especially  as  such  pnblioity  had 
been  dven  to  the  opinion.  Mr.  E.  said  he  had 
looked  over  both  these  papers;  and  he  there 
declared,  in  his  place,  and  was  willing  to  risk 
his  reputation  on  the  opinion,  that  there  was 
not  any  thing  in  this  commentary  in  the  leaat 
degree  reproachful  to  Judge  Peclc,  either  aa  a 
man  or  as  a  Jndge ;  nothing  that  looked  in  tlie 
least  like  a  contempt  of  court,  or  an  impeach- 
ment of  the  integrity  or  character  uf  the  pre- 
eidin'g  officer,  nnlesa  pointing  out  error,  if  there 
really  be  any,  is  an  offbnce.  He  had  seen  simi- 
lar commenta  in  the  newspapers  a  thousand 
times  before.  And  the  House  was  now  corns 
to  the  crisis,  when  it  must  decide  whether 
it  would  sanction  the  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  an  individual  by  a  judge  for  commenting  on 
one  of  his  opinions    This  (said  Mr.  E.)  is  the 

auestion  we  are  called  upon  to  settle  this 
ay.  Finding  that  the  rishts  of  an  individual 
had  been  violated,  I  put  tnis  query  solemnly  to 
myself:  is  there  any  thing  in  the  conduct  <^ 
this'  individual  to  justify  such  a  proceeding  t 
And  I  was  compelled  to  answer  it  in  the  nega- 
tive. Judge  Peck  had  neither  jurisdiction  nor 
provocation.  He  had  finished  the  case,  ad- 
journed the  court,  and  descended  from  his  Judi- 
cial station  to  that  of  an  essayist  of  a  newa- 
paper.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri  (Hr. 
Wttib)  says,  that  a  spirit  has  gone  abroad,  of 
reckless  and  determined  hostility  to  the  judici- 
ary ;  but,  let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  that  if 
conduct  like  this  shall  go  abroad  with  the  sanc- 
tion and  seal  of  this  House  upon  it,  he  may  bid 
adieu  to  the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
judiciary  henceforth.  Sir,  have  the  days  of 
the  star  chamber  come  npon  us  t  Shall  it  be 
declared  to  the  American  people,  that,  after  a 
jndge  has  given  his  opinion,  and  dismissed  the 
cause,  he  may  arrest  a  dtizen,  drag  him  before 
his  tribunal,  and  say  to  him,  yon  have  written 
strictures  on  my  opinion,  which  I  consider 
derogatory  to  me,  and  I,  therefore,  eend  yon  to 
prison,  and  take  away  your  livelihood  fw 
eighteen  months.  T  tell  you,  you  are  a  base 
calumniator,  a  libeller,  and,  if  you  were  In 
China,  tout  Lonse  would  be  painted  black,  as 
an  emblem  of  the  blackness  oi  your  heart,  and 
as  a  warnmg  to  society.  Yet  it  ia  now  pro- 
posed that  this  House  shall  say,  it  does  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  conduct  in  the  Jndge, 
but  impeacument  b  a  solemn  affair :  the  man 
has  been  punished  enough  already,  now  let  him 
alone.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  tb  appeal  to  tha 
feelings  of  the  House;  but  while  I  see  a  free 
citizen  of  this  repoblio  made  the  subject  of 
high-handed  oppression  tike  this,  I  feel  it  to  ba 
the  imperious  duty  of  this  House  to  send  the 
man  wno  appears  to  be  guilty  of  it  to  his  trial 
before  anotJier  and  constitutional  tribnnaL 

Let  me  now  proceed  to  answer  one  or  two 
objections,  which  have  been  urged  by  the  op- 

Knents  of  impeachment.  And,  first,  it  has 
en  said  that  we  may  not  impeach  onless  there 
ia  evidence  of  corruption.  There  need  not  be 
corruption  in  the  common  aenae  in  which  ttuit 
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term  \a  nsed.  A  winked  motive  is  eooiigh. 
Error  in  judgment  u  not  impeachable,  but 
Ticked  conduct  and  a  wicked  motjve  are.  Sir, 
did  mj  ana  vote  to  impeach  Jadge  Pickering, 
of  Sew  Hampshire,  for  corruption)  No,  ar; 
ha  WIS  impeaohed  for  intemperance,  but  not 
far  MRTuption.  Snppose  the  wicked  oondaot 
of  t^e  Judge  himself  brings  his  court  into  con- 
tempt; auppOBO  that  condiict  b  arbitrary  and 
oppressire,  ooght  we  to  pus  it  over  with  slight 
hcgoage?  In  all  the  eight  articles  against 
Judge  Chase^  he  waa  chai^M  with  an  arbitra- 
rf  euniise  irf  judicial  power.  There  was 
Karee  one  article,  if  I  remember  right,  which 
durged  him  with  direct  oomption.  The 
whole  prosecution  was  founded  on  the  idea 
that  hiA  conduct  was  arbitrar7,  and  though  be 
was  not  finaltf  ooavioted,  it  was  beoanse  the 
facta  did  not  bear  oat  the  chaive.  Though  ;on 
cannot  ehow  that  sjndge  has  been  bonght,  you 
ma;  show  his  oppreasive  and  wicked  condact, 
and  that  he  ought  to  t>e  turned  oat  of  office. 
The  oonstitation  Bays  that  Jnd^  shall  hold 
their  office  during  good  behavior.  I  do  not 
■ay  that  ever;  species  of  wrong  behavior  is  such 
ai  to  forfeit  his  office,  but  I  saj  that  there  may 
b«  otber  ill  behavior  besides  taking  a  bribe.  I 
do  on  my  sonl  believe  that  Judge  Peck  has  bMn 
ciiilty  of  condact,  if  not  coirupt,  certainly  ar- 
Bitrary  in  the  extreme.  It  has  been  said  that 
lawless  was  personally  interested  in  the  cases 
ia  which  he  waa  connsel,  and  that  all  the 
Domsel  were  opposed  in  opinion  to  the  Judge. 
Admit  it.  Is  uiat  any  reason  that  the  Ju^ 
■Ixnild  act  oppressively  ?  His  opinion  and  sta- 
tiDii  were  perfectly  independent ;  he  was  not 
bound  to  r^ard  the  notions  of  connseL  Sir, 
the  merits  of  this  case  lie  within  a  very  small 
compass.  The  question  is,  whether  the  oriti- 
osms  of  Lawless  were  just  or  not,  and  whether, 
admitting  them  to  be  erroneons,  the  Jud^ 
miobt,  on  that  account,  shut  him  up  in  Jail, 
ua  strip  bim  of  his  profession.  There  ap- 
pean  to  me  to  have  been  a  sickly  sensibility  m 
this  judge.  He  seems  to  have  resolved  to  come 
out,  ana  by  his  Judicial  thunder  to  demonstrate 
that  he  was  yet  alive,  that  he  had  a  conrt,  and 
that  he  was  not  to  be  contradicted  or  reviewed. 
He,  therefore,  sent  out,  brought  in  his  victim, 
cast  him  in  prison,  covered  nim  with  infamy, 
Bid  did  what  in  him  lay  to  deprive  him  of  his 
liTelihood.  Unless  it  can  be  shown  that  he 
W  authority  so  to  do,  and  that  he  aoted  on 
justifiable  cause,  I  for  one  am  prepared  to  im- 
petchhioL 
Hr.  BooHANas  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose 


olntion  which  had  been  moved  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Pims.)  He,  too,  had 
BUmined  the  British  precedents,  and  found 
tint  in  several  cases  the  party  had  been  admit- 
ted to  the  fioor  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
■iinply  to  make  an  ailment  on  the  testimony 
'inch  had  t>een  previously  given  to  the  House. 
Thii  was  the  utmost  estent  of  the  privilege,  so 
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far  as  he  had  examined  the  cases,  except  in  a 
single  instance — that  of  Warren  Hastings.  The 
geotleman,  as  he  understood,  did  not  now  ask 
that  new  witnesses  should  ha  sent  for  and  ex- 
amined :  and  if  the  request  of  the  accused  was 
limited  to  a  mere  permission  to  make  an  expo- 
sition of  the  law,  and  an  argameat  upon  the 
foots,  as  they  appeared  in  the  testimony  already 
taken,  he  should  not  have  the  smallest  objeo- 

Mr.  Dbattoit  sud,  that  in  moving  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  or  oral,"  he  had  bad  no  inten- 
tion of  preventing  the  individual  oonoerned 
A'om  avuling  himself  of  the  full  benefit  of 
what  the  resolution  proposed  to  grant  to  him, 
but  had  l>eeu  inflnenoed  by  the  conmderation, 
that,  if  his  expo^tion  shonld  be  made  in  writ- 
ing, all  the  members  of  the  Hoose  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it;  but,  if  made 
orally,  it  would  be  Impossible  that  all  the  mem- 
bers should  distinctly  hear  it,  and,  if  they  did, 
they  would  probably  not  retain  the  substance 
of  it  distinctly  in  their  memories.  This  was 
one  reason  which  actuated  him.  Another  was, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  iU  consequences  would  be 
likely  to  arise  from  the  personal  iqipearance  of 
the  memorialist  before  the  House.  He  might 
aver  that  a  material  fact  could  be  established 
by  testimony  incorrectly  or  imperfectly  refer- 
red U>  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  it  folly.  Should  his  appli- 
cation be  rejected,  he  might  regard  the  permis- 
sion to  be  heard  as  illusory.  Should  his  ap- 
plication be  acceded  to,  we  should  be  drawn 
mto  a  trial  of  the  cause.  It  had  been  uSA.  that 
this  House  was  "the  grand  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion," thus  assimilating  its  powers  and  jusrisdic- 
tioD  to  those  of  the  British  Parliament.  This 
is  a  radical  error.    This  House  has  no  other  in- 

Juisitorial  authority  than  such  as  is  expressly 
elegated  to  it  by  the  constitution,  and  this  is 
restricted  to  the  power  of  impesAing  certain 
civil  officers  of  the  United  States  for  crimea 
and  misdemeanors.  The  British  House  of 
Commons  is  "  the  grand  inqueet  of  the  nation." 
In  the  exercise  of  this  prerc^ative,  they  vxt^ 
proceed  against  any  persons,  for  any  offences, 
and  in  any  manner  which  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. They  may  prefer  accusations,  infor- 
mations, or  impeachments,  or  enact  bills  of 
psjns  and  penalties,  altering  the  roles  of  law  or 
evidence.  They  have,  accordingly,  acted  nn> 
der  all  these  modes.  They  have  accused  an  in- 
dividual of  misdemeanors,  and  ordered  a  Jury 
to  be  impanelled  for  the  trial,  as  in  the  case 
of  Alice  Pieroe ;  they  have  impeached  a  der- 
gyman  for  a  libel,  an  offence  cognizable  by  the 
conrts  of  common  law,  as  in  the  case  of  Sach- 
everd ;  they  have  passed  biUs  of  pains  and 
penalties,  as  in  the  ease  of  Sir  John  Fenwick, 
who  was  executed  under  a  statute  dispensing 
with  the  proof  of  two  witnesses  to  an  act  of 
treason,  as  required  by  the  statute  of  Edward 
HI.  From  this  brief  statement,  it  must  be  ap- 
parent that  analo(^es  drawn  between  the  in- 
quisitorial powers  of  the  British  House  of  Com<   . 
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mens  sod  of  the  Hoase  of  BepreseutativeB  of 
tJie  United  Ststeit,  are  bllacione.  The  prece- 
'  dents,  Uierefore,  which  hftve  been  dted,  of  the 
manner  of  proceediDg  when  the  British  Home 
of  Commons  accuse  or  impeach,  are  calcolated 
to  mislead,  not  to  enlighten,  onr  Judgments. 
We  moat  be  regiDated  by  onr  own  constitntion 
in  the  couBtraotion  of  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment. That  power  ia  limited  in  the  constitn- 
tion,  to  an  inqoir;  to  be  in^itated  by  thia 
House,  whether  sufficient  gronnda  exist  to 
warrant  the  accusation  of  a  civil  officer  of  the 
United  States  before  the  Senate.  UnleBS  in 
ihia  inqniry  the  House  be  ooofined  to  what  is 
termed  tx  partt  teetimonj,  there  will  be  no 
bounds  set  to  their  inquiry — tliey  must,  then, 
hear  all  the  evidence  which  can  be  addaced  by 
him  who  prefers  the  charges,  and  by  him 
BRunst  whom  they  are  preferred,  and  thus  the. 
Honae  will,  in  fact,  try  a  canse  over  which  tlie 
ooostitution  has  given  to  them  no  other  power 
than  to  decide  whetlier  it  shall  be  tried  by  an.- 
other  tribunal.  In  what  I  have  said,  I  deure 
not  to  be  onderstood  as  being  opposed  to  grant- 
ing permission  to  the  memomlist  to  be  heard, 
with  the  limitatJOQS  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
lions.  I  am  willing  that  he  .ahonid  have  an 
opportunity  to  comment  npon  the  statemenla 
and  the  facta  which  are  cont^ed  in  tbo  re- 
port ;  but,  aa  I  think  that  it  wonld  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  him  to  submit  a  written  than  an 
oral  argnmeuL  and  as  the  time  of  the  House 
would  be  saved  by  the  former  mode  of  proceed-' 
ing,  I  therefore  am  in  &var  of  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered. 

Mr,  Psma  taid  that  the  privilege  would,  in 
fact,  amount  to  nothing,  nnleeg  the  Judge,  in 
his  oommmiication  to  the  House,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  state  the  facta  as  they  had  appeared 
in  the  testimony,  and  to  show  how  the  law  ap- 
plied to  them. 

Mr,  Dbaiton  inqnired  what  oonree  waa  to 
be  pursued,  suppose  the  Judge  should  vcake 
some  statement  which  was  disputed,  and  ahould 
then  ask  to  support  it  by  testimony, 

Ur.  Pettis  replied,  that  each  gentleman 
would,  of  oourse  decide  for  himMlf.  The 
Judge's  statement  could  not  certainly  be  re- 
oeived  in  opposition  to  the  testimony  delivered 
before  the  committee,  nor  would  the  House  be 
In  taj  wise  bomid  by  the  statements  he  might 
make.  If  those  ptatementa  conflicted  with  the 
evidence,  it  would  be  for  the  Honae  to  decide 
between  them. 

Mr.  Bamhct  olMerved,  Qiat,  if  Judge  Peck, 
who  was  the  accused  party,  was  to  be  permit- 
ted to  make  his  own  statements  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  would  be  no  more 
fair  that  Mr.  Lawless,  who  was  his  acci 
should  be  allowed  the  aame  privilege.  The  one 
hod  as  good  a  right  to  be  heard  as  the  other. 
Mr.  R.  accordin^y  moved  so  to  amend  the  rea- 
datdou,  but  withdrew  his  amendment  at  the 
.  request  of 

Mr.  Clat,  who  sud  that  he  could  not  per- 
.    ceive  any  difSoolty  in  thia  case.    Ihe  propo- 


13  a  single  and  a  simple  one.    Let  the 


gentlemeD  in  coming  to  a  ccndnsiOD.  The 
Judge  had  not  asked  leave  to  atate  any  &cte 
which  differed  fh>m  those  in  t^e  testimony. 
His  Mend  had  disclwmed,  in  his  name,  any 
snoh  purpose.  He  thought  it  waa  a  ri^t 
which  ought  not  to  be  denied  to  an  acciued 
person,  and  he  was  persoaded  that  the  grant- 
ing of  it  would  lessen  the  difficnltj  of  the 
House  in  coming  to  a  just  concludon. 

Mr.  Maktin  raid  that  he  had  en  ameadmoit 
which  he  presumed  would  answer  the  views  of 
the  House  generally.  He  believed  Uiere  wen 
none  who  supposed  that  the  Judge  was  to  be 
permitted  to  state  facta  in  his  own  favor,  in 
contradiction  to  those  which  hod  appeared  in 
the  testimony  before  the  committee ;  that  thns 
an  issue  was  to  be  made  up,  and  lliat  the  House 
was  to  hear  on  argnmect  on  that  issue.  $ncb 
a  thing  could  not  be  thought  of  for  a  moment. 
Mr.  M.  was  not  indeed  ndly  prepared  to  a^ 
how  fkr  it  would  be  proper  to  hear  the  Judge 
at  all,  but,  in  so  important  a  cose,  he  was  for 
extending  the  rule  of  proceeding  aa  far  in  &- 
vor  of  the  accused  as  propriety  would  adiiA. 
He  wonld  not  confine  the  Judge  to  too  narrow 
rules  in  an  investjgation  so  important  to  his 
own  individual  reputation  and  one  having  w 
near  a  bearing  on  our  judiciary.  The  House 
surely  were  not  afraid  to  trust  themselves.  E^ 
for  one,  was  disposed  to  listen  to  the  Judge 
with  all  good  feeling,  but  he  ahould  also,  he 
hoped,  exercise  over  his  feelings  a  etrong  re- 
straint of  caution,  while  he  endeavored  to  do 
strict  justice  between  the  accused  party  and 
the  United  States.  Let  him  aubmit  a  written 
law  argument:  Let  the  House  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  what  his  own  views  were. 
Few  subjects  involved  more  points  of  difficulty 
than  tlie  doctrine  of  contempts,  and  Mr.  Ui, 
for  one,  waa  anxious  to  hear  what  could  be 
Bud  on  both  sides.  In  such  a  case,  he  should 
not  atop  to  look  at  precedents.  Mr.  M.  then 
moved  an  amendment,  which  was  at  first  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Pettib  as  a  modification ;  but, 
after  that  gentleman  hod  conferred  for  a  mo- 
ment with  the  Judge,  he  concluded  not  to  ae- 
oept  it,  but  modified  his  original  resolution  by 
inserting  the  word  "written"  before  "state- 
ment," BO  as  to  propose  that  the  Judge  might 
deliver  a  written  exposition  of  his  views  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Spbmosr,  of  New  York,  smd  (hat  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution,  as  he  nnderstood  it,  wis 
to  permit  Judge  Peck  to  be  heard.  This  ob- 
ject differed  materially  from  that  eipreeaed  iu 
the  Judge's  memorial,  where  he  prayed  not 
only  that  he  might  be  heard,  but  that  addition- 
al witnesses  might  be  sent  for  to  Missouri.  As 
to  receiving  a  written  exposition  from  the  ac- 
cused, in  relation  to  the  law  which  he  supposed 
to  have  anthorixed  him  in  what  he  had  done, 
and  also  his  commentary  on  the  facts  whi<Ji 
had  appeared  in  evidence,  Mr.  8.  had  no  ol^eo- 
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tioDS.  If  there  wu  anj  law  which  went  to 
JBstifj  hU  oondnot,  let  bun  have  an  opportimi- 
t;  of  showing  it.  ]£r.  8.  would  williiiglj  ac- 
qgitecc,  provided  lus  expUoation  were  mode 
More  Mondaj  next    The  session  was  now  far 


Hi.  Buohasas  said  he  wonld  not  suffer  him- 
mil  to  be  betr^ed  ioto  an;  feeling  b;-  the  re- 
Durks  which  the  gentleman  from  Miesoori  had 
mde,  or  by  007'  remarks  wbioh  he  coald  make. 
That  gentleman  had  very  evidently  betrayed  his 
own  Jeelinp  in  the  cose.  He  tnuled  he  should 
treat  the  sat^feot  temperately  and  calmly.  As 
to  what  my  opimon  ia,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  that  is 
coateined  in  the  report  of  the  Jodioiary  Com- 
miUae ;  nor  had  I  ever  an  opinion  on  any  sub- 
ject more  <dear  aod  deoided.  If  the  report 
''  bebaya"  any  feeling  on  my  part,  it  is  before 
tlM  HooM  and  before  the  oonntry,  and  they 
will  judges  Theoneation  now  before  os  is  this, 
ud  this  «iily :  what  is  the  proper  mode  of 
pcoceeding  for  os  to  adopt!  itj  desire  is  that 
tbe  House  may  establish  saoh  a  precedent  as 
■ball  iwol«ct  the  interests  <rf  the  aconsed  in  all 
fatnie  time.  The  Judiciary  Oommittee  had 
Judge  Chase*!  trial  b^ore  them.  The  mode  of 
proceeding  in  tiiat  trial  they  considered  as 
ttiicCly  proper  and  ddleete.  The  committee, 
in  tbat  case,  were  directed  to  report  thdr  opin- 
ion oa  the  chaiges  against  Jndge  Chase  which 
h«d  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Hoose.  For 
the  purpeee  of  enabling  them  to  do  bo,  they 
procnrea  all  the  testimony  in  their  power.  This 
they  rcfwrted  to  the  House,  together  with  a 
sim^  statement  1^  their  own  opinion  upon  it. 
Kouing  elae.  And  why  I  I  presume  that,  as 
It  waa  a  jndieial  proceeding,  they  wished  to 
le«Te  every  geatleman  to  decide  for  himself 
npon  the  naked  testimony.  They  ooD»dered 
«ne  number  aa  comp^ent  to  decide  as  another. 
Iheir  report  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Thide  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  there 
it  was  fiiUy  disenased.  With  this  precedent  be- 
fim  no,  the  oranmittee  are  not  jusdy  liable  to 
the  impotatioa  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  BzLL,)  who  tbonght  it  very  singQlar 
that  the  oommittee  did  not  specify  the  cbaiges, 
ind  ^ve  the  gronnds  and  reasons  of  thur  con- 
lia^aa.  If  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  shall  oonoor  with  the 
Jndidary  OtHmnittee  in  their  view  of  the  case, 
then  the  House  will  appoint  a  oommittee  to 
draagbt  articles  of  impeachment,  and  thiu  pre- 
amt  tbe  chargea  in  a  qteoific  form.  These  ar- 
tidee  wiQ  be  reported  to  the  Hooae,  and  the 
Boose  will  ^sensB  and  decide  upon  tbem.  Un- 
til after  this  second  decidon  shall  have  been 
made,  Uie  aecnsed  will  not  be  called  upon  to 
answo'.  The  oonrse  parsned  in  the  ease  of 
Judge  Chase  gave  to  the  ptuty  every  thing  he 
coold  reasonably  desire. 

Sir,  what  does  Jndge  Peck  state  in  this  me- 
BMrial?    Do«a  be  allege  he  had  requested  of 


the  Jadioiaiy  Committee  that  other  witnesses 
shoald  be  examined  1  This  he  ooald  not  state, 
for  the  fact  was  ntit  so.  He  made  no  snoh  re>- 
qnest ;  and  I  never  even  Bospeoted  that,  be  bad 
SQch  a  wish.  Had  he  requested  it,  I,  for  one, 
should  have  thoogbt  it  a  very  grave  question, 
and  one  that  demanded  the  most  serious  con- 
sideration. It  is  a  question  on  which  I  conf^ 
my  mind  is  not  at  this  time  fally  made  np. 
But  that  is  not  the  question  before  ua.  We  are 
now  called  upon  to  dedde  whether,  after  Judge 
Peck  had  dedined  to  make  snob  a  request  in  the 
committee,  and  after  &e  committee  have  re- 
ported the  testimony,  and  their  opinion  upon 
tt,  to  the  House,  it  is  proper  to  Edlow  him  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceeding  to  make  his  defence 
and  examine  his  witneasee  either  before  the 
same  committee  or  before  the  House. 

Our  own  precedent^  it  is  said,  differ  from 
each  other ;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  so  fhr  as 
they  relate  to  proceedings  against  jui^ee. 

As  to  the  case  of  the  Vice  President,  be  pre- 
sented his  own  oaae  before  the  House,  and  de- 
manded Ka  investigation.  All  cases  are  not 
necessarily  subject  to  the  same  rule.  One  case 
may  demand  one  course  of  proceeding,  and 
another  case  reqqire  a  different  mode. 
-  The  remark  which  excited  the  ire  of  the  gen- 
tleman fh>in  Missouri,  was  merely  a  response  to 
an  opinion  expressed  by  the  Jndge  in  his  me- 
morial. I  said  that  he  had  made  his  case 
rather  woi«e  than  better,  b^  his  cross-exam- 
ination.    I  am  still  of  that  opmion. 

I  believe  the  beet  course  of  proceeding  in 
such  cases,  ia  that  which  the  House  have 
hitherto  adopted.  Give  a  committee  charge  of 
the  complaint,  and  they  will  seek  for  disinter- 
ested witnesses  from  sll  aonrces  within  their 
power ;  they  will  inqnire  who  is  least  excited  i 
Who  will  be  likely  to  give  the  most  correct 
statement  of  facts  ?  If  they  ahall  do  this,  and 
honestly  aim  at  attaining  the  ends  of  public 
justice,  without  violating  the  rights  of  the  ao- 
cuaed,  we  shsll  have  taken  the  most  correct 
coarse.  I  am  in  favor  of  referring  this  whole 
case  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  If  that  course  shall  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  csU  up  the  report  this 
day  J  but  will  endeavor  to  exsmine  the  prece- 
dents as  well  in  En^and  as  in  this  country, 
and  lay  the  result  before  the  Honse. 

As  to  the  course  pursned  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  PennsylTania,  in  similar 
cases,  which  has  been  referred  to  by  my  ool- 
lesgue,  (Mr.  Bitthbblahd,)  of  hearisg  the  de- 
fence of  the  accused,  and  examining  bis  wit- 
nessee,  before  voting  an  impeachment,  it  has 
never  met  my  ^probation.  I  think  I  have 
observed  great  inconvenience,  if  not  great  in- 
justice, from  that  mode  of  proceeding.  It  must 
necessarily  prejudice  the  cause.  The  accused, 
instead  of  going  before  the  Senate  without  pre- 
judice, shielded  by  the  presumption,  both  of  law 
and  justice,  that  he  is  ionoceiit  until  he  shall 
be  proved  to  be  guilty,  will  be  arraigned  at 
their  bar,  after  having  been  convicted,  upon  a 


,Coot;^lc 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


U.  OF  B.]  J«ig» 

foil  trial,  by  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
HoQse.  I  repeat  the  opinion,  that  the  best 
mode  of  attaiaing  justice  is  to  intrust  snch  com- 
plaiotB  to  a  standinff  committee,  selected  from 
all  portions  of  the  Union ;  and  which,  fWim  its 


very  constjtatio 
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impartial.  The  members  of  such  a  committee, 
acting  nnder  the  responsibility  which  they  owe 
to  the  Honee  sad  to  the  country,  and  clothed 
with  the  power  of  Bending  for  persons  and 
papers,  will  ever  be  careM  to  drew  their  testi- 
mony from  pure  fountains.  AAer  having  col- 
lected from  impartial  sources  soflicient  testi- 
mony to  satisfy  their  consciences  that  the  ac- 
cused onght  to  be  impeached,  they  will  then 
report  this  testimony,  with  their  opinion,  to  the 
Honse,  as  has  been  done  npon  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  leave  each  member  to  judge  of  its 
effect  for  himself.  In  this  manner  the  rights 
of  the  accused  will  be  best  prot«cted,  and  the 
interests  of  justice  best  subserved. 

If  Judge  Peek  had  insinnated,  when  before 
the  committee,  that  the  parol  testimony  liad 
presented  an  incorrect  statement  of  the  trans- 
action, and  had  asked  that  other  witnesses 
might  be  examined,  I  ehonld  have  felt  mnch 
inclined,  I  confess,  to  gr^nt  the  request.  Bat 
no  such  reqnest  was  made  or  intimated.  We 
might  have  called  on  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr,  PBrma)  to  testify,  and  I  am  sorry 
Judge  Peck  did  not  make  the  suggestion.  But 
I  protest  against  reflecting  npon  the  committee, 
as  though  they  had  not  been  disposed  to  elicit 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

In  condnsion,  I  say,  let  a  suitable  precedent 
now  be  established  for  future  times.  Let  it  be 
solemnly  determined  whether  a  judge,  when 
accused,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  demand  that  his 
whole  oause  shall  be  tried  before  the  Ilonse  of 
Kepresentatives  before  an  impeachment  is  re- 
solved n^D. 

In  deciding  this  question,  I  trust  tQe  House 
will  come  to  such  a  ooaclu«on  as  will  best  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  people  and  the  accused, 
both  now  and  hereafter. 

Mr.  Ellbwokxh  observed  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
brought  the  Hoose  to  what  he  conudered  the 
real  question,  and  it  was  one  which  involved  a 
point  of  great  interest,  but  not  of  much  diffi- 
culty, though  gentlemen  seemed  not  fully  to 
agree.  Whether  we  are  to  follow  precedents 
already  established  in  the  oases  of  Judges  Chase 
and  lackering,  or  of  William  Blount,  Senator, 
or  are  to  mark  a  new  oonrae  to  be  followed 
hereafter,  it  is  important  that  we  act  with  cau- 
tion, doing  justice  to  the  accoser  and  the  ac- 
cused, as  well  as  to  the  public  If  the  House 
adopted  the  amendment,  it  wonld  be  only  on 
the  idea  that  the  Judge  was  to  be  impeached 
or  not,  according  to  the  Judgment  of  the  House 
on  the  foots  already  in  evidence.  On  these 
facts  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  commentary 
of  the  accQSed,  who  ought  certainly  to  have  an 
opportnnity  of  saying  in  his  own  behalf  what- 
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.ever  he  had  to  say.  But,  if  a  contrary  course 
should  be  adopted,  and  the  House  should  reject 
the  amendment,  he  must  conclude  the  House 
intended,  upon  this  inquiry,  that  the  accused 
shonld  have  liberty  to  introduce  snch  evidence 
as  be  pleased,  and  thns  to  put  the  matter  into 
the  hands  of  the  accused.  Ur.  E.  said  be  could 
not  consent  to  such  a  course.  This  House  has 
no  constitutional  power  to  try  the  aocnsed. 
We  are  to  inquire  after  the  oppres^on  com- 
plained of,  and  to  inquire  until  we  are  satisfied 
that  an  impeachment  is  necessary,  bat  we  can 
go  no  further ;  we  cannot  ^  the  case.  Is  the 
accused  to  bring  before  us  such  witnesses  as  he 
pleases,  to  take  the  defence  into  his  own  bands, 
employ  counsel,  and  try  the  charges  fully  and 
perfectly  t  This  is  not  our  business.  We  have 
no  charges  ft-amed,  nor  can  we  have,  until  we 
decide  to  go  forward.  From  what  has  been 
sud  on  this  debate,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  he  was  con- 
vinced some  gentlemen  misapprehended  the 
nature  of  the  duties  of  the  committee  on  which 
he  served. 

This  House  was  the  ^and  inqoest  of  the  na- 
tion. A  judge  of  the  United  Stat«B  court  was 
here  complained  of  by  a  private  citizen,  for  an 
alleged  trespass  npon  his  rights.     The  com- 

Elaint  had  been  presented  to  this  Honse,  who 
ad  referred  the  case  to  one  of  its  own  com- 
mittees. The  committee,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  dnty,  had  sent  for  all  snch  witnesses  as 
might  enable  them  best  to  elicit  the  truth  of 
the  case ;  but  he  could  assure  the  House  that 
the  selection  had  Dot  been  made  ex  parte.  The 
committee  had  endeavored  to  obtdn  all  such 
testimony  as  would  enable  them  to  present  the 
case  fairly  to  the  House.  The  qnestion  now 
was,  whether  they  should  say  to  the  acoused, 
we  will  hear  you  on  the  testimony  already  ob- 
tained, or  whether  they  would  go  fiirther, 
and  suffer  the  accused  to  introduce  new  testi- 

Of  the  preliminary  facts,  he  could  say  that 
tiiey  were  not  of  an  ez  parte  nature.  No  donbt 
it  was  the  dnty  of  the  Honse  to  get  all  the  in- 
formation they  mieht  deem  necessary  to  arrive 
at  the  truth  ;  but  ne  denied  tiie  policy  or  the 

Kopriety  of  admitting  an  accused  party  to  go 
fore  a  committee  into  a  thorough  trial  of  his 
whole  oanae,  with  counsel  to  aid  him,  and  then 
to  call  upon  this  House  to  say  whether  he  was 
gnilty  or  not.  The  committee  had  sent  to 
Missouri  for  A  and  B,  for  0  and  D,  indnding 
persons  bothfor  and  agunst  the  accused.  They 
might  have  procured  other  testimony,  but  they 
obtained  all  they  thought  neoeasarj.  It  was 
now  for  the  Honse  to  say  whether  the  accnsod- 
ahould  have  another  hearing,  English  prece- 
dents in  Parliament  have  been  scarohcd,  and 
with  the  exception  of  Warren  Hastings,  who 
was  impeached  by  Edmund  Burke,  rising  in 
his  place,  the  aocnsed  has  never  introduced 
evidence  on  the  preliminary  inquiry.  If  the 
amendment  was  adopted,  he  shonld  under- 
stand the  House  as  coming  to  the  condnsion, 
that,  as  a  grand  jury,  they  were  to  get  all  the 
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facta  neoea&arj  to  ebow  whether  there  was  or  was 
EOt  ground  of  iiapeachment.  Bat  the^  were 
not  to  he«r  Jndge  Peek,  as  if  he  were  on  his 
trial  tiefore  them ;  the  Hoase  was  not  the  hody 
^pointed  to  trj  him ;  and  he  hoped  tbej 
would  proceed  on  the  groond  ttiat  the  aecnsed 
wu  to  confine  his  argoment  to  anch  facta  alone 
ta  thU  House  might  choose  to  invesUgateL  and 
Dot  to  take  the  House  into  his  own  hands,  as 
thoogli  he  were  to  have  a  tuU  trial 
floor. 

&.  HDNnNatoxaiddresaed  the  Ohair,  in  BDb- 
etaoce  as  followa: 

I  hsve  read  the  evidence  on  which  the 
lotion  now  under  consideration  isfooDded,  with 
attention,  not  only  l>eaaQseIamcalledtogivem7 
Tote  on  that  resolution,  bat  becanae  the  snbject 
ofitisof  deep  interest  to  the  parties  imme- 
distelj  interested  in  it,  and  to  the  nation.  If 
the  Jadge,  whose  official  coudnct  is  condemned, 
hu  HO  conducted  as  to  require  the  oonatitntionai 
ioterpositioQ  of  this  House,  in  the  form  of  im- 
peachment, we  onght  not  to  aliriak  ttom  the 
antj  imposed  upon  us,  from  a  regard  to  his 
reputation,  his  future  standing,  or  the  eeveHty 
of  the  punishment  which  will  toUow  conviction. 
It  is  dne,  in  anch  case,  to  the  indignity  offered 
to  the  country',  to  the  disgrace  brought  npon 
Ihejndicial  office,  to  the  honor  and  aafetj  of 
the  bar,  that  thia  House  should  Be«k  to  remove 
(ram  a  high  and  important  Btation  a  judge  who 
filb  it  BO  unworthilj.  But  if  he  has  committed 
no  oSence  worthy  such  stripes — none  embraced 
in  the  oonstitution  from  which  we  derive  our 
sothoritj  to  act — then  it  is  due  to  him  to  ^ve 
liim  our  protection,  to  fmstain  his  repntatton, 
sod  to  declare  him  innocent  of  that  offence 
which  wotdd  endanger  the  loss  both  of  office 
and  character. 

Hotwitlistanding  the  respectable  souroe  fh>m 
which  this  reeolntion  has  emanated,  and  with 
DO  feelings  hnt  those  which  proceed  firom 
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to  jndge  righteously,  (for  all  the 
mmediatelT  interested  are  stran- 


I  immediately 
pn  to  me,)  I  cannot  concnr  in  the  resnlt  .. 
which  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  have 
come,  on  this  interesting  subject ;  and  J  hope 
flit,  in  sabmitting  the  reasons  on  which  my 
opinimi  is  founded,  I  shall  not  he  justly  ob- 
noiions  to  the  imputation  of  favoring  jndidal 
Irsnuy,  the  worst  of  all  tjranny,  beoanse  w 
diSoolt  to  deteot,  and  so  oppressive  in  its  con- 
H<)amces.  I  am  a  member  of  the  same  pro- 
femcn  with  the  individnal  who  is  aud  to  have 
Wi  oppressed,  and  I  can  surely  wish  no  role 
*boaiA  be  applied  to  my  brethren  in  If  issonri, 
which  I  should  repndial«  when  sought  to  be  ap- 
plied to  mysell 

The  reaolation  submitted  to  ns  is,  that  James 
B.  Peck  be  impeached  of  high  misdemeanors  in 
office.  It  is  somewhat  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
W^  tu  give  a  definition  of  the  term  misde- 
■Kanor,  as  naed  in  the  constitution,  which  will 
fadnde  every  case  embraced  by  that  word.  It 
■>Ms  not  meao,  merely,  an  indictable  offence  at 
''tminon  law ;  for  if  s  jndge  should  come  on  to 
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the  bench  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  or,  while 
there,  should  employ  himself  in  playing  games 
of  chance,  he  ought,  in  either  case,  to  be  im- 
peached. Nor  does  the  term  include  incompe- 
tency to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  offlocy 
arising  from  physical  or  mental  inability.  The 
judge  holds  hia  offloe  "  daring  good  behavior ; " 
but  that  phrase  is  the  opposite  of  the  cnuaeafor 
which  he  may  be  impeached — "  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors."  What  constitutes  a  judi- 
cial misdemeanor,  subjecting  to  impeachment, 
must  depend  upon  the  cironmstances  of  each 
case  as  they  eiiat.  As  applied  to  this  case,  I 
think  it  snsceptible  of  a  precise  definition. 

It  is  an  assumption  of  Judicial  power,  exer- 
cised to  the  injury  of  an  individual,  and  dune 
malo  animo. 

To  sustain  this  resolution,  the  committee 
mnsC  be  satisfied  that  Jodge  Peck  had  no  power 
to  imprison,  wid  erase  from  the  roll  of  attor- 
neys the  name  of  Mr.  Lawless,  for  the  causes 
which  led  him  to  do  it;  that  the  exercise  of  this 
power  operated  to  the  injury  of  Mr.  Lawless ; 
and  that  it  was  done  with  a  corrupt  motive. 
If  either  of  these  points  is  with  the  Judge,  the 
resolution  ought  not  to  pass.  If  they  are  all 
against  him,  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

I  shall  spend  no  time  on  the  inquiry,  whether 
"Ht.  Lawless  susttuaed  an  injury  by  reasim  of 
the  proceedings  instituted  against  him,  for  it  is 
ohvions  that  a  suspenuon  from  practice  for 
eighteen  montha,  aud  the  deprivation  of  his 
personal  liberty  for  four  houra,  were  both  in- 
jurious to  him.  The  right,  on  the  part  of  the 
Judge,  to  do  these  acta^  and  die  motives  with 
which  they  were  done,  are  the  only  topics  to 
which  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

As  to  the  right.  Was  the  condnct  of  Ur. 
Lawlees  such  as  to  justify  the  court  in  treating 
it  as  a  contempt,  punislublo  by  imprisonment 
and  suspension  from  practice  t  It  may  be  as- 
sumed as  a  correct,  l<^al  proposition,  itaX  any 
publication,  the  object  aud  design  of  which  is 
to  corrupt  the  foont^ns  of  jnstdee,  by  its  ten- 
dency improperly  to  affect  the  due  administra- 
tion of  it  in  causes  which  are  depending  in  the 
courts  of  taw  or  equity,  is  a  contempt,  au- 
thoridng  a  summary  proceeding  by  process  of 
attachment,  pnniabable  by  fine  and  imprisou- 
and,  in  case  of  an  attorney,  by  snspen- 
from  practice.  And  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  effect  is  attempted  to  he  prodnoed 
by  the  operation  of  the  publication  on  the  jodge, 
the  jurors,  the  witnesses,  or  the  public  It  is 
eqnally  immaterial  what  the  text  is,  which  ia 
made  the  l>asis  of  the  publication ;  it  may  be 
the  opinion  of  a  jndge  in  a  cause  previously  de- 
cided, or  it  may  be  any  thing  else;  nor  is  it 
necessary  that  the  design  of  the  writer  ahoold 
have  been  aooompliahea.  The  essence  of  the 
offence  consistB  in  the  int«nt  with  which  the 
publication  is  made,  aud  its  tendency  improper- 
ly to  affect  the  decision  of  causes  undetermined, 
Saoh  is  the  law  of  contempts,  as  it  relates  to 
the  proceedings  which  have  led  to  the  resolution 
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brfore  as ;  and  iU  applic&tioa  to  tltese  proceed- 
ings is  now  tn  be  ooneidered. 

Before,  howeTer,  this  ia  done,  I  deem  it 
necessorj  to  notice  some  remarks  which  have 
fallen  from  mj  Mends  firom  PennBylvania  and 
New  Tork,  (Mr.  Bdohahah  and  Mr.  Stobbs,) 
which,  in  mj  jadgment,  have  do  connection 
with  Uie  merits  of  the  qaestion  under  consid- 
eration, and  are  calculated  to  produce  impres- 
rions  not  Justified  b;  the  acta  of  the  Judge 
which  are  complained  o£  I  will  not  stop  to 
examine  whether  these  gentlemen,  in  the  stjle 
and  manner  of  debate  in  which  they  indulged, 
eihibitod  more  feeling  than  properly  belonged 
to  the  station  which  they  occupy ;  for  I  am 
perfectly  sure  that  neither  of  them  was  acta  sted 
by  any  other  Consideration  thau  that  higtk  sense 
of  dnty  which  we  all  onght  to  feel  \  bnt  I  must 
say,  topics  have  been  introduced,  which  de- 
serve, I  wilt  not  say  reprehensions,  but  a  reply. 
My  friend  from  New  York  told  the  committee, 
yesterday,  that  Jndge  Peck,  in  his  written 
apology,  had  stated  that,  if  he  had  erred  in  this 
matter,  it  was  an  error  on  the  side  of  Govern- 
ment, and  calculated  to  protect  its  interesta. 

[Here  Mr.  Stobbs  explained.  The  gentleman 
had  misapprehended  him.  The  Ju^&e,  in  the 
paper  which  he  had  furnished,  did  sliow  that 
he  had  erred  on  the  side  of  the  Government, 
and  enumerated  a  number  of  oases  where  his 
decisions  had  the  effect  of  saving  the  public 
land.] 

ExBCtJy  ss  I  nnderstood  him,  (said  Mr.  H.,) 
though  not  expressed  in  the  same  terms.  Sir, 
the  observation  was  calculated  to  impress  the 
committee  with  the  idea  that  the  Judge  wished 
us  to  recollect  that  if  he  had  proceeded  in  an 
unlawful  manner,  he  onght  to  be  shielded,  be- 
oanse  he  had  done  so  in  order  to  favor  the  Gov- 
ernment. Sir,  DO  such  oottolntion  will  follow 
an  examination  of  that  paper.  All  that  the 
Judge  says  is  this :  that,  as  very  numerous 
claims  were  pending,  which  embraced  the  same 

Erinciplee  as  the  case  of  Soulard,  he  felt  it  to 
e  his  duty  to  give  that  case  a  most  thorough 
and  close  examination ;  and  I  say,  that  whoever 
reads  that  opinion,  cannot  avoid  coming  to  the 
conclu^on  that  it  is  both  an  elaborate  produc- 
tion, and  one  written  in  good  faith. 

But  we  are  told  tiiat  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  except  in  one  particntu',  was  extra- 
judid&l.  If  this  was  intended  to  afford  an  ex- 
.  cuse  for  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Lawless,  I  differ 
moat  materially  &om  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  BroHAMAir,)  and  my  friend  from 
Virginia^  (Mr.  Doddbidoe.)  Neither  do  I 
a^ree  with  them  in  relation  to  these  ahiter 
dteta.  My  poor  reading  has  led  me  to  con- 
clude that  it  ia  not  best  to  travel  out  of  the 
record,  and  to  express  a  l^at  opinion  in  a  case 
not  before  the  court.  But  may  I  not  ask 
whether,  in  this  opinion  delivered  by  Judge 
Peck  in  the  case  of  Soulard,  any  man  can  see 
aught  that  looks  like  an  eitra-indicial  opinion? 
He  first  settled  the  case,  and  he  needed  not  to 
have  gone  any  further ;  bat  he  Uieu  proceeds 
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aa  if  he  would  say,  if  I  have  been  wrong  thus 
far,  there  is  another  point  which  makes  equally 

Sittst  the  cl^monts.  That  is  all  he  has  done. 
gives  different  reasons  for  coming  to  the 
same  result.  They  are  reasons  called  for  by 
the  case,  and  such  as  it  was  not  only  proper, 
but  his  duty,  to  consider  and  discuss.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems  to  lay 
stress  on  the  fact  thst  the  Judge  printed  his 
opinion  ia  a  new^aper.  If  that  remark  was 
intended  to  have  any  effect,  it  must  be  this, 
that  such  a  proceeding  was  derogatory  to  his 
judicial  station.  The  gentleman  says  that  when 
the  Judge  had  ^ven  his  opinion,  there  he  oa^t 
to  have  stopped;  hut  I  ask,  was  there  any 
thing  improper  in  publishing  his  opinion  ?  It 
is  a  proceeding,  which,  if  not  frequent,  yet 
Bomebmes  occurs. 

When  tlie  bar  requested  this  publication, 
ought  the  Judge  to  have  told  them  that  a  com- 
pliance would  be  derogatory  to  the  profession  t 
But  the  gentleman  adds  that  the  Judge  pub- 
lished this  opinion  in  a  political  newspaper. 
Now,  ur,  I  should  be  glaa  to  know  where  he 
could  have  found  any  paper  which  was  not  po- 
litical. If  it  was  lawful  for  him  to  publish  at 
all,  I  do  not  know  where  he  must  have  gone  to 

[Here  Mr.  Bvchahatt  explained.  As  refer- 
ence had  several  times  beau  made  to  what  he 
had  said  on  that  subject,  he  wished  to  remind 
the  committee  that  he  had  said  at  the  time  that 
he  knew  the  character  of  the  paper  only  from 
the  Judge  himself ;  it  had  been  designated  by 
hi  "I  as  a  "political  newspaper."] 

But  the  honorable  gentleman,  I  wiB  not  say 
in  the  coloring  he  gave  to  the  teetimoaj,  bnt  in 
his  comments  and  argument,  inquired  why 
Judge  Peck  solicited  the  name  of  the  publisher. 
Did  not  the  Judge  know  who  he  was  t  Was 
not  his  name  on  the  paper!  Now,  sir,  if  this 
was  meant  for  any  thmg,  it  was  to  strengthen 
the  idea  that  the  Judge  had  selected  his  victim. 
But  surely  the  gentJemau  knows  that  no  attach- 
ment conid  issue  to  bting  the  party  before  the 
court,  without  an  affidavit  to  found  it  upon. 
And  though  the  Judge  might  see  on  the  face  of 
the  ^aper  that  A  B  was  the  publisher,  he  could 
not  issue  a  rule  on  such  evidence — it  must  be 
of  record.  There  was,  then,  notliuig  improper 
in  taking  steps  to  procure  an  affidavit. 

But  the  gentleman  asks,  why  call  particularly 
on  lawless,  when  all  the  bar  and  many  other  per- 
sons were  present!  Why,  sir,  Lawless  was  not 
specially  called.  The  Judge  inquired  if  any 
one  present  knew  who  was  the  publisher  of 
that  paper,  and  Mr.  lawless  volunteered  an  an- 
swer to  the  question.  Without  that  answer  he 
oould  not  have  proceeded  an  inch.  After  Mr. 
Lawless  (and  the  fact  is  creditable  to  him  cer- 
tainly) had  verified  the  fact,  then  the  attach- 
ment issued.  Bnt  I  have  more  to  do  with  the 
matter  than  the  manner  of  the  Judge.  And  I 
proceed  to  inquire.  Did  Judge  Peck  assume 
an  authority  which  ha  did  not  rightfully  pos- 
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The  coBunittee  hu  been  told,  over  and  < 
in  » etjle  the  most  warm  and  animated,  that 

his  eoodiict  was  arbitrary,  oppressive,  nnoonsti- 
tndooal — calculated  to  deatroj  the  liberty  of 
tlie  press,  and  that  this  gross  assumption  of 
paver  was  called  forth  by  the  eiercise,  oa  the 
part  of  Lawless,  of  his  mideaiable  and  analien- 
able  right  aa  a  ft'ee  citizen  of  this  repnblio. 
Sir,  let  na  descend  ■  little  from  this  lofty  pimia- 
cle,  uid  let  OS  oalml;  and  ooollj  ask,  what  did 
Hr.  Lawless  do  t  And  was  his  act  a  contempt 
of  court  T  He  published  an  article  signed  "A 
Gtizen  "  in  one  of  the  papers  of  St.  Loaia,  and 
irbich  has  been  called  "  a  respectful  commen- 
tarj  "  on  the  Judge's  opinion.  Now,  sir,  there 
is  no  member  of  uiis  Honse,  whose  voice  would 
be  sooner  or  loader  raised  against  any  attempt 
to  eappress  the  legitimate  freedom  of  the  press. 
Ihopa  I  shall  not  be  charged  with  any  desire 
to  violate  it  And  I  hope  that  onr  conrta  of 
Justice  will  never  be  held  to  be  so  sacred,  that 
beir  adjndications  may  not  be  the  subject  of 
Our  and  temperate  animadrersion.  Ko  man  b 
■boTe  it,  or  ought  to  be  above  it.  The  mo- 
ment yon  cartaU  the  freedom  of  the  presa,  yon 
tetroy  liberty. 

Bat,  rir,  while  I  guard  the  freedom,  I  am  as 
greatly  opposed  to  the  licentiousness  of  the 
press;  I  will  take  care  that  the  object  of  each 
Siimadversions  shall  not  be  to  bring  down 
W>n  a  court  tfae  vengeance  of  the  public,  and 
mns  affect  the  great  and  vital  inlereste  of  jus- 
tice, snd  the  peace  and  well-being  of  society. 
The  ease  has  been  treated  as  if  this  article, 
^ed  "A  Citizen,"  was  no  more  than  a  Mr 
ind  honest  oommentarv  on  the  opinion  pnb- 
Hebed  by  the  Jndge.  Sir,  was  this  so  I  Were 
Ibere  not  causes  pending,  of  a  umilar  kind 
with  thti,  which  had  been  decided  t  It  is  ad- 
mitted—it  appears  in  evidence,  there  were 
odwr  eanses  depending  on  Spanish  concessions 
to  be  adjudsed  in  that  court.  Look  tlien  at 
this  pubucation,  and  see  what  its  object  was. 
What  was  ita  motive  ?  And  what  was  likely 
to  be  its  effect  on  the  causes  pending !  Sir, 
«'hit  does  Mr.  Lawless  tell  us  t  (So  doubt  ho 
has  t  riglit  to  come  here  and  spread  his  wrongs 
More  this  House,  if  he  has  suffered  any — but 
be  is  the  aocoser — the  witness  in  his  own 
UQse.)  And  what  other  witnesses  have  we? 
His  two  ooonsel.  I  do  not  deny  that  these 
grallemen  are  competent  witnesses — but  what 
floes  eveiy  man  of  common  sense  know  f  That 
>  party  in  interest  or  his  counsel  are  to  be 
heard  with  allowance  for  their  natural  bias. 
One  of  my  Mends  has  related  to  me  a  fact  on 
this  tulject.  A  judge  was  some  time  since  try- 
ing a  caose,  when  some  point  occnrred  of  evi- 
dent truth,  bat  to  which  there  was  no  witness. 
One  of  the  conssel  in  tfae  cause  offered  himself 
■s  a  witness  to  prove  the  fact ;  but  the  judge 
■oggested  to  Mm  that  it  would  be  better  to  let 
the  cause  go  off,  until  a  wilsees  could  be  oh- 
tuned;  because  it  did  not  seem  becoming  in 
Nuseel,  when  a  cause  pinched,  to  offer  himself 
to  be  sworn.    The  lawyer,  however,  insisted. 
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When  the  jndge  said  to  him,  "Ton  are  a  com- 
petent witness,  and  I  may  not  refuse  to  have 
you  sworn;  but,  if  yon  do  testify,  I  ehall  in- 
struct the  jnry  not  to  believe  one  word  you 
say."  The  judge  may  posMbly  have  stretched 
the  rule,  but  the  counsel  will  never  foi^t  it. 
And  in  this  case  I  do  not  say  the  witnesses  are 
not  competent,  bnt  I  say  they  are  parties  in 
interest :  and  yet  such  are  the  principal  wit- 
nesses in  the  case.  Kow,  I  ask,  what  could 
have  been  the  motive  of  Mr.  Lawless  in  writ- 
ing that  article )  It  is  said  that  it  was  to  put 
Lis  clienta  upon  their  guard,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  becoming  the  prey  of  speculators. 
Sir,  this  article  itself  develops  his  secret  mo- 
tive— it  seems  to  me  that  I  can  read  his  heart 
as  plainly  in  that  transaction,  as  if  it  was  laid 
open  before  my  eyes.  Is  it  not  demonstrable 
that  his  motive  could  not  have  been  that  which 
is  assigned  by  his  advocates  here  ?  K  it  had 
been,  what  could  have  boon  easier  than  to  have 
inserted  an  article  in  the  paper,  stating  that  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Soulard  was  not  final ; 
that  an  appeal  had  been  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  cause 
was  \o  be  considered  as  still  pending,  and  re- 
commending to  his  clients  tA  w^t  the  tssoe  be- 
fore tbey  took  any  steps  'in  relation  to  their 
claims.  But,  no ;  he  did  not  take  this  course, 
bnt  inserted  on  wiicle  virtually  holding  out  to 
his  clients  this  language  r  Do  not  be  affected 
by  this  opinion  of  Jndge  Peck — it  is  quite  erro- 
neous. And  did  he  not  know  that  it  was  to  be 
this  very  Judge  Peck  who  was  to  sit  upon  their 
causes  to  try  them  t  And  would  bis  clients  be 
deterred  from  selling  their  land  by  this !  Was 
it  not  the  very  strongest  reason  why  they 
should  sell  t  No,  sir.  It  is  impossible  his  mo- 
tives could  have  been  such  as  gentlemen  sup- 
pose. Charity  believeth  aU  things,  and  cover- 
eth  a  multitude  of  sins ;  but  charity  herself 
can  have  no  room  here.  If  this  was  not  his 
object,  what  was  itt  It  was  the  object  of  that 
article  to  affect  the  abjudications  in  the  other 
cases,  either  in  producing  in  the  Jndge  an 
alarm,  which  might  cheek  his  progress,  or,  if 
he  was  not  to  bo  intimidated,  then  by  pre-occu- 
pying  the  minds  of  those  who  were  to  become 
jurors  and  witnesses.  This  was  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  publication.  It  was  a  direct 
appeal  from  the  court  to  the  public,  stating  that 
the  Judge  had  been  guilty  of  errors,  both  in 
law  and  in  faat.  Every  citizen  who  read  the 
article  and  believed  it,  would  say,  this  judge  is 
not  competent  to  his  duty,  and  he  should  not 
be  here.  He  has  been  guilty  of  eighteen  as- 
sumptions in  one  opinion,  alt  of  which  are  erro- 
neons.  Sir,  this  was  the  only  effect  tJie  article 
could  have,  and  it  is  fab  to  infer  that  this  was 
the  end  for  which  It  wsa  written.  Now,  if  it 
was,  then  the  act  falls  within  the  principle 
which  governed  the  law  of  contempts.  It  was 
intended  to  operate  on  cases  still  tub  judiee; 
whether  the  author  effected  his  purpose  or  no^ 
is  immaterial.  The  design  of  his  publicalioiL 
waa  a  contempt,    I  have  adverted  to  this,  not 
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so  much  for  th?  sake  of  atating  my  own  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  it,  as  with  a  view  to  correct 
the  erroneous  view  which  I  think  has  been 
given  bj  everj  gentleman  who  has  spoken  in 
favor  of  the  impeaobment.  I  appeal  to  all  who 
hear  me  to  bbj  whether  the  resolution  has  not 
been  adrooated  in  fact  npon  the  aole  ground 
tliat  the  object  of  the  publication  of  Mr.  Law- 
less was  fair  and  honest  and  commendable,  and 
not  designed  to  have  anv  effect  npon  the  causes 
pending.  Now,  can  a  design  be  called  honest 
and  fair,  which  goes  to  corrupt  the  fountains  of 
justice,  no  matt«r  how  this  h  effected,  whether 
throngh  the  judge  himself^  or  throagh  the 
jnrors  and  witnesses  t  To  test  the  tmth  of  this 
idea,  let  ua  luppoee  that,  instead  of  the  article 
signed  "  A  Oitizea,"  Mr.  Lawless  had  written 
one  in  this  form ;  "  To  all  persons  who  may 
appear  as  jnrore  or  witnesses  at  the  next  term 
of  the  district  conrt  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
soori,  befoie  the  Hon.  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of 
the  same:  take  notice,  that,  at  the  trial  of  Soa- 
lard's  heirs,  the  said  Judge  assumed  eighteen 
points  of  iact  and  of  law,  all  of  which  were 
alae."  I  ask,  would  anj  man  have  doubted 
whether  this  was  desigced  and  oalonlated  to 
impress  the  public  mind  in  a  manner  unfavor- 
able to  the  oonrtf  Sir,  there  is  not  a  man  who 
oonld  read  this  notice,  and  compare  it  with  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  that  must  not  snppose, 
if  he  believed  it  true,  that  the  Judge  was  either 
a  very  wicked  man,  or  else  a  natural  fool — that 
he  was  too  ignorant  or  too  cormpt  to  hold  his 
station.  I  now  leave  this  part  of  the  suHect, 
and,  after  a  word  or  two  more,  I  shall  have 
done.  If  it  will  not  be  thought  hy  mj  friends 
fhiin  Peonsjivania  and  Virginia  to  be  extra- 
judicial, I  will  go  one  step  further.  If  I  have 
Men  correct  so  far,  nothing  more  need  be  sud ; 
but  snppose  I  have  been  mistaken,  there  re- 
muns  another  view  to  which  I  must  advert,  at 
the  hazard  of  being  charged  with  an  Ml^ 
dictum;  and  I  ask  whether,  in  the  conduct  of 
Judge  Feck,  there  is  reason  to  infer  the  absence 
of  malice,  whether  we  are  obliged  to  sujnMse 
that  he  had  any  other  motive  tiian  to  uphold 
the  honor  and  purity  of  the  court.  &ir,  it  is 
one  of  the  inost  difficult  things  in  the  world  to 
judge  of  men's  intentions;  and  1  could  not  but 
feel  some  surprise  at  a  remark  of  my  friend 
from  New  York,  (Mr  Stobbs,)  who  observed,  if 
I  understood  him,  that  we  need  not  look  with 
eagle  eyes  into  the  motives  of  the  accused,  see- 
ing that  we  were  only  taking  the  preliminary 
steps  towards  a  prosecution.  Now,  sir,  my 
limited  practice  had  led  me  to  believe  that,  in 
all  proceedings  ex  pt^t*t  there  was  a  peculiar 
necesNty  that  the  evidence  should  be  full  and 
satisfactory.  And  is  it  so  that  we  must  not 
look  into  the  motives  of  the  accused  t  If  not, 
then  there  is  au  end  to  all  fiumess.  And  what 
is  the  conclusion  t  The  accused  must  look  ont 
for  himselfl  But  surely  the  presumption  of 
malice  may  be  rebutted  by  circumstances ;  and 
I  cannot  conceive  bow  the  gentleman  conld 
have  supposed  that  there  was  any  other  motive 
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in  this  publication  than  a  design  to  bring  the 
conrt  into  contempt. 

[Mr.  Stobbs  here  expMned.  What  he  bad 
said  was,  that  the  committee  were  not  bound 
to  look  with  ea^le  eyes  for  palliations  of  the 
offence,  substantinted  by  testimony.] 

Jost  as  I  understood  him,  ssid  Mr.  H.,  and  I 
enter  my  entire  dissent  irom  the  doctrine.  I 
am  a  perfect  non-believer  in  it.  The  question 
we  have  to  settle  is,  whether  the  circtuuBtanoes 
are  such  as  to  infer  an  honest  or  a  malicioos 
intent.  If  Judge  Peck  viewed  this  anonymous 
article  as  more  calculated  to  impress  the  publio 
mind  than  if  a  direct  charge  had  been  ad- 
vanced of  ignorance  or  corruption,  then  I  do 
not  wonder  that  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  intent  of  the  writer  was  to  embarrass  the 
causes  which  might  come  into  his  court.  I 
have  looked  at  the  criticism  of  the  Judge's 
opinion,  and  I  say  that  every  charge  has  been 
highly  colored,  and  that  in  others  there  haa 
been  a  complete  distortion  of  the  Judge's 
meaning.  I  aak  every  gentleman  calmly  to 
compare  the  article  signed  "A  Citiseo,"  with 
the  opinion  of  Judge  Feck,  and  to  say  whetiiw 
it  is  not  a  perfect  caricature  of  that  opinion. 
And  if  the  Judge  entertained  this  opinion,  then 
you  find  a  motive  at  once  for  his  conducti  The 
article  held  him  up  to  an  abused  public  as  in- 
competent to  the  duties  of  his  station;  and  if 
it  did  BO,  then  I  say  that  the  Jadge  acted  from 
a  motive  which  is  fair  and  becoming  in  every 
man  who  means  to  protect  himself;  and  I  say 
further,  that  a  judge,  believing  that  one  of  the 
counsel  in  his  conrt  had  been  guilty  of  such  an 
attempt  to  corrupt  the  fountuns  of  justice,  and 
did  not  lay  a  heavy  hand  upon  him,  is  not  ^t 
for  his  station  ;  and  as  long  as  I  Bhall  continue 
a  lawyer  at  the  bar,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
Butiject  myself  to  the  same  rule.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  Judge's  commentary  on  this 
production  occupied  ^ree  hours.  The  subject 
had  been  laboriously  examined  by  him,  and 
had  been  fully  set  forth  in  his  opinion ;  and  1 
do  not  wonder  that  a  circumstantial  examina- 
tion of  it,  and  refutation  of  the  falsehoods  in 
the  article,  should  have  taken  him  a  consider- 
able time.  But,  sir,  we  find  a  motive  inde- 
pendent of  this.  In  what  circumstances  was 
the  Judge  placed  when  he  made  this  examina- 
tion t  He  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  members  of  a  profession  honorable 
m  itself  and  as  osefld  as  it  ia  respectable. 
Among  them  all  he  found  no  voice  in  fhvor  of 
the  Government ;  but  every  member  of  the  St. 
Louis  bar,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  attorney  of 
the  United  States,  was  retained,  either  as  attor- 
ney or  counsel,  for  some  of  these  cldms.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Lawless  was  personally  interested 
in  the  case  of  Sonlard ;  whether  he  and  the 
other  gentlemen  were  to  share  profits  with  the 
claimants,  is  not  for  me  to  say ;  but,  in  the 
State  from  which  I  come,  a  lawyer  who  would 
lend  bis  professional  services  in  a  speculation 
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11U7  prerail  to  th«  ire«tward  on  this  sabject,  I 
knoiT  not;  perhaps  the  practice  there  ms;  be 
con^dered  verj  hononble.  All  I  eball  iaj  ia, 
tbttlua  very  glad  mch  notioiu  hare  no  p1a«« 
in  my  State.  A  judge  thus  snrrounded  bad 
been  pablidy  cha^ea  with  not  knowing  the 
bet,  or  the  law  on  which  he  was  called  to  de- 
dde.  Now,  sir,  I  confess  I  do  Dot  know  any 
thing  more  calculated  to  tonch  hia  reputation 
or  vronnd  Ms  feelings.  Ftrhapa  a  chai^  of 
OHrniadon  might  have  been  a  little  worse,  bnt 
I  believe  that  most  men  would  nearly  as  lief 
be  chained  with  one  as  with  the  other.  The 
Judge  did  show  a  little  feeling  on  the  occasion 
— I  think  I  shontd  have  shown  ntncb  more. 
He  sat  patientlT,  and  heard  the  charge  iiiltf 
irgaed.  The  accnser  himself  says  that  he  was 
permitted  to  discnss  it  so  long  as  be  wished, 
utd  during  this  time  there  was  nothing  to  the 
Jndge's  demeanor  different  from  what  it  was  at 
other  times.  Now  I  ask  what  motive  could 
the  Judge  hare  had  to  oppress  this  man  t  Was 
it  bis  interest  to  do  so  t  Evidently  not.  Was 
it  any  malicious  reseutment !  Why,  sir,  Mr. 
lawless  himself  says  that  he  and  the  Judge 
had  always  been  on  good  terms.  I  therefore 
conclude  that  be  acted  on  this  occasion  in  good 
faith,  thongh  it  is  possible  that  he  mistook  his 
powenL  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  very  cir- 
cumstance most  insisted  on  as  evidence  of  evil 
intent  in  the  Judge,  is  pregnant  with  evidence 
in  his  favor.  It  is  said  that  he  eihibited  paa- 
rioD  in  his  manner,  and  that  his  language  was 
lioleut.  Well,  air,  T  admit  that  he  was  some- 
what indiscreet ;  but  I  am  yet  t«  learn  that 
wwmth  of  manner  is  evidence  of  corruption. 
Is  the  manner  of  a  person  who  designs  to  per- 
petrate oppression  under  the  mask  of  judicial 
power  usually  warm  and  pessionate  t  No,  air  I 
3  coolly  to  bis  task  of  hypocrisy ;  he 
it  regret  at  the  task  imposed  on 
uim.  ae  neglns  by  degrees,  looks  earnestly 
upon  the  assembly  and  compassionately  upon 
the  culprit,  speaks  of  the  enormity  of  bis 
offence,  regrets  extremely  that  he  should  have 
been  guilty  of  it,  asks  him  if  he  is  ready  to 
■polDgize,  and  then  proceeds  to  the  blow  for 
vhich  all  this  preparation  was  made,  and 
strikes  his  victim  from  the  roll.  Is  that  the 
dfportraent  of  the  Jud^ !  We  find  him  warm 
ud  animated,  over-excited,  perhaps  rash  in  his 
language  j  but  does  not  tliis  betray  an  honest 
i^nviction  that  he  would  bo  faithless  to  bis 
doty  if  he  did  not  punish  a  flagrant  outrage  on 
tbe  admmistration  of  justice!  When  attempt- 
ing to  BscerUdn  the  motive  of  the  Judge,  ought 
"■e  not  to  remember  that  be  offered  tlie  offend- 
er the  opportunity  of  purging  himself  by  oath, 
which  was  refused ;  and  my  friend  from  New 
Turk  thought  it  astonishing  that  any  one  should 
oonsider  this  refusal  as  an  a^ravatiou  of  the 
eoutempL 

[Here  Kr.  Spkkceb  explained.  He  said  that 
when  iaterr<^tories  were  offered  tliey  were 
never  limited,  and  the  accused  could  not  know 
what  would  be  the  nature  of  them.] 


Sir,  this  circumstance  furnishes  my  mind 
with  a  presumption  in  favor  of  the  Judge. 
The  intem^atories  necessary  for  the  accused 
to  purge  himself  from  intentional  contempt, 
were  few  and  simple.  The  question  was  put  to 
the  printer,  whether  Lawless  said  that  he  did 
not  intend  any  thing  like  contempt  towards  the 
court,  hnt  afterward  we  hear  nothing  more  of 
this.  If  the  object  of  the  Judge  had  been  the 
gratification  of  revenge,  we  should  have  heard 
of  no  interrogatories.  I  will  not  say  that  the' 
Judge  was  authorized  in  doing  all  that  be  did, 
bnt  I  insist  that  the  offer  of  interrogatories  waa 
no  addition  to  his  guilt. 

I  feel  very  thankful  for  the  attention  with 
which  the  committee  have  indulged  me.  I  felt 
that  the  case  was  a  very  important  one ;  and 
as  very  distinguished  friends  held  an  opmion 
with  respect  to  it  the  reverse  of  my  own,  I 
considered  it  to  be  my  dnty  briefly  to  state  the 
reasous  for  my  own  opinion,  and  for  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give  against  the  impeachment 

Ur.  BiTRS,  of  MassachnsettB,  observed  that 
this  was  a  high  criminal  proceeding  against  a 
high  oQcer  of  Government.  The  aconsed 
ought  to  he  treated  with  the  utmost  liberality. 
He  need  not  speak  of  the  effects  of  the  present 
proceeding,  either  on  the  character  of  the  ac- 
cused party  or  upon  the  Government  Uerely 
to  allude  to  the  expense  and  trouble  incident 
to  a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  the  ne- 
cessary and  conscouent  delay  of  business,  would 
be  sufficient  to  induce  ft  proper  degree  of  cau- 
tion on  the  part  of  this  House,  in  instituting 
this  constitutional  protess. 

An  application  was  now  made  by  the  friend 
of  the  accused,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
make  a  communication  to  the  House,  orally  or 
otherwise,  as  he  might  choose,  in  relation  to 
the  law  and  the  facta  of  his  case.  He  hoped 
the  privilege  would  be  accorded.  He  waa  not 
for  fettering  the  Judge,  and  restricting  and  em- 
barras^ng  him  by  too  much  regulation ;  or  by 
the  commitment  of  his  friends  in  this  llonse  to 
this  or  that  course.  I.ct  him  he  heard  in  the 
way  he  might  himself  prefer.  Mr.  B.  denied 
that  the  House  was  to  proceed  in  the  character 
of  a  grand  jury.  He  nad  much  doubt  on  the 
propriety  of  receiving  only  m  parte  evidence^ 
in  many  cases,  even  before  on  ordinary  grand 
jury ;  but  the  reasons  for  it  there  wonlS  not 
apply  to  this  House.  If  the  accused  was  de- 
sirous of  being  beard  either  on  the  law  or  on 
the  facts,  Mr.  B.  was  for  hearing  him.  He 
thought  it  due  to  him.  He  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted,  in  the  confidence  that 
Judge  Peck  knew  what  belonged  to  this  House, 
and  what  become  him  as  a  judge  and  a  gen- 
tleman. 

[Mr.  BnaoES  followed  Mr.  Batbb,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whose  ^eech  oooclnded  the  debate 
for  this  <day.] 
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TnuDAT,  April  18. 
Buffalo  and  ^im  OrltOTU  £oad  Silt. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  Mr.  Hatkbs  in  the  chair,  and  took  up 
the  Buff&lo  And  New  Orleans  road  bilL 

Ur.  Lk*.  udd  that  he  had  hitherto  refrained 
IVom  eagaeing  id  this  discassioo,  partly  on  ac- 
cooDt  of  tne  ezceedinK  relnotanoe  and  hesitan- 
cy with  which  he  woold  at  any  time  ask  to  be 
heard  in  this  haU.  But  he  had  been  influenced, 
also,  b;  a  deure  to  oS'er  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  at  the  time  of  presenting  hie  views  on  the 
subject  generally.  Since  an  early  stage  of  the 
debate,  ttiis  had  not  been  in  his  power,  in  con- 
eeqnence  of  the  amendments  and  motions  which 
had  been  pending;  and  he  was  aware  that  the 
same  difficulty  ;et  continued ;  bat  the  manner 
and  progress  of  the  discnsaion  had  admonished 
him  that  be  should  not  longer  refrain,  and  that 
he  onght  to  use  the  contemplated  amendment 
by  way  of  objection  and  argument  against  the 
hill  in  its  present  form.  He  would  thns  be  able 
to  exhibit  the  comparative  advantages  of  the 
plan  of  the  amendment  for  executing  this  and 
eimilBT  works,  and  both  modes  would  then  be 
before  the  committee,  ho  that  gentlemen  conld 
fairly  consider  whether  they  would  be  willing 
to  adopt  either.  If  so,  the;  wonld  be  prepared 
to  vote  against  the  motion  now  pending  to 
strike  ont  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill ;  l>nt, 
if  otherwise,  they  would  sustain  that  motion 
which  ^oes  to  defeat  the  whole  bill.  He 
thought  it  particolarly  proper,  in  order  to  test 
this  measure  fairly,  that  both  plans,  aad  the 
whole  snbject,  shonld  be  fully  developed,  be- 
fore the  committee,  previously  to  taking  a  vote 
on  this  question,  which  may  be  decisive. 

I  have  thuB,  said  Ur.  L.,  indicated,  in  a  fb-w 
words,  my  object  generally;  and  I  hope  the 
committee  will  now  indulgently  allow  mo  to 

firesent  my  views  more  at  large.  The  peon- 
iarity  of  my  situation  may  aSbrd  an  apology 
not  only  for  my  speaking,  but,  also,  for  giving 
some  of  my  remarks  a  local  direction.  With 
but  very  hnmble  pretensions,  I  have  desired  to 
be  equ^ly  unassuming— and  I  might  not  have 
felt  myself  called  on  to  depart,  on  this  occa' 
aion,  from  my  habit  of  silent  voting,  if  this  bill 
had  not  addressed  itself  directly  to  the  honaes, 
interests,  and  feelings  of  my  constituents.  But 
the  proposition  of  the  bill  is,  that  this  road 
shall  run  through  my  district  somewhere;  and 
(in  the  "  glorious  uncertainty  "  of  these  pro- 
jects) that  is  taken  to  be  almost  anywhere  and 
everywhere.  The  engineers,  to  bo  sore,  trav- 
elled along  the  princi[)al  stage  road  throngh 
that  country,  and  that  is  understood  to  be  the 
western  roulo  indicated  in  their  report.  But 
there  are  many  other  roads  running  in  the  same 
general  direction,  along  the  extensive  valley  of 
East  Tennessee,  between  Kentucky  on  the  one 
side,  and  North  Carolina  on  the  Other;  and 
private  surveying  has  been  resorted  to  for  as- 
certaining the  nearest  and  best  way.  And 
how  many  is  it  supposed  there  are  of  the  good 
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people  along  these  respective  roads,  who  have 
any  donbt  that  the  way  nearest  to  their  dwell- 
ings is  the  very  best  way  in  all  the  world  for 

this  great  national  road !  All  bnt  one  ronte 
(and  that  one,  too,  perhaps)  must,  in  the  end, 
be  disappointed ;  bat,  until  the  matter  shall 
have  been  settled,  hope  will  continue  the  flat- 
terer of  all. 

This  multiform  offer  of  a  road  to  a  people 
who  have  never  received  any  thing  in  this 
way,  and  who  feel  the  want  of  improved  out 
lets  to  market  more  than  any  other  part  of  the 
Union,  has  naturally  produced  uncommon  ex- 
citement in  that  quarter.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
know  the  variety  and  luxnriance  of  the  growth 
of  such  a  hotbed.  Uany  of  my  honest  constit- 
nents  have  been  led  away  by  vain  expectations, 
which  they  will  never  realise,  and  eioited  by 
means,  some  of  which  it  ts  nnneoessary  to  ex- 
plain. Not  only  much  speaking  and  writing 
been  resorted  to,  but,  also,  neighborhood, 
,and  county 
discnss  and  decide 
pedienoy  of  the  very  bill  n 
sideration ;  and  with  the  view  of  instructing 
me,  and  requesting  others  to  support  it,  as  con- 
stitntional  and  expedient,  not  merely  for  mak- 
ing such  a  road  as  is  proposed  in  the  bill,  but  a 
railroad,  according  to  the  rage  of  the  times — 
even  a  splendid  national  railroad  I 

It  is.not  my  purpose  now  to  inquire  into  the 
motives  of  any  who  participated  in  those  meet- 
ings, nor  am  I  disposed  to  be  outdone  by  any 
of  them  in  matters  of  civility.  I,  therefore, 
take  occasion  to  perform  a  twofold  duty — first, 
of  rendering  laj  acknowledgments  to  all  of 
them  for  the  attention  which  they  have  been 

{leased  to  pay  to  me  during  my  absence  from 
ome — and,  secondly,  of  tendering  the  thanks 
of  some  of  them  to  the  bonorat>]e  chairman, 
and  the  other  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  for  this  precious 
bill,  which  seems  to  be  regarded  by  some  tt 
almost  a  providential  means  of  hastening  the 
millennium  itself  I 

Having  discharged  thns  much  of  my  duty,  I 
shonld  ne^ect  another  part  of  it,  were  I  not  to 
make  some  further  remarks  conoeming  these 
same  meetings;  for  it  so  happened  that,  at 
some  of  them,  a  minority  did  not  feel  them- 
selves quite  so  ranch  flattered  by  the  bill  as  to 
r've  it  their  approbation.  Such  was  the  result, 
understand,  at  those  meetings,  where  the  Pub' 
jcct  was  fully  discussed  before  the  people. 
They  were  a  little  shy  of  this  proffered  favor. 
The  hook  must  be  better  baited  before  they  can 
be  caught.  I  have  forborne  from  censoriog 
any  one ;  but,  I  should  not  do  justice  to  my 
own  feelings,  considering  the  extraordinary  ei- 
ciloment  which  this  matter  has  occasioned 
among  my  constituents,  if  I  were  to  refrain 
from  awuxling  my  feeble  commendation  to 
such  of  them  as  have  opposed  this  bill,  so  re- 
ally degrading,  and  yet  so  flattering  to  Inter- 
ested and  superficial  observers.  With  such 
temptations  Mfore  them,  and  In  the  midst  of 
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great  clamor  in  favor  of  the  bill,  tiiej  have 
mamTeBted  tbat  kind  of  moral  ooarage  and  po- 
litical Tirtna,  oq  which  the  liberties  we  enjoj 
mast  aiwaTs  depend — and  even  those  who  may 
candidlf  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  mnat  ao- 
koowledge  the  sterling  patnotism  of  tbeir 
eoorae,  in  adhering  to  what  they  regarded  ae 
correct  priaciples.  Liberty  to  them  is  more 
Ttluable  than  gold — and  I  am  prond  to  have 
the  honor  of  representing  »ncb  freemen. 

Another  coDBiderotion  adds  to  the  peGnliarity 
of  my  sttoation.  I  find  myself  the  only  mem~ 
ber  on  this  floor  from  several  hundred  miles  of 
distance  along  the  contemplated  ronte  of  this 
road,  who  refoses  to  take  this  dose  of  poison, 
as  it  has  been  prepared.  Two  of  my  honor- 
aUe  colleagnea  immediately  to  the  west  of  me, 
and  another,  with  two  bonorable  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  immediately  to  the  east  of  me, 
are  in  bvor  of  this  bill,  although  they  have 
arrived  at  tbat  point  by  different  roads,  some  of 
which  are  new  and  untravelled  before.  For  all 
of  these  gentlemen  I  feel  a  sincere  friendship 
personally,  and  I  have,  also,  been  in  the  habit 
of  harmonizing  with  them  on  political  snbjeota 
geiierally. 

Perhi^s  yon  may  consider  my  wtuation 
rither  embarrassing,  in  the  midst  of  sncb  a 
mnltiplicity  of  rontea  through  my  district — 
such  a  diver^ty  of  sentiment  among  my  con- 
stitnents — and  sach  cross-firing  from  my  friends 
in  this  halL  I  confess  that  I  derive  no  pleas- 
ore  from  this  confnsion— that  I  regret  the  con- 
flict of  opinion  and  of  interest ;  bnt  not  so  mnch 
fma  considorstions  personal  to  myself,  as  from 
others  of  public  concern.  Yet,  it  is  to  no  pnr- 
pose  Id  express  nnavMling  regrets ;  every  one 
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bilities ;  and  I  assure  tbe  committee  I  have  not 
the  le^  doubt  or  diffictdty  as  to  my  own 
course,  1  will  not  vote  for  this  bill.  I  cannot 
approve  either  of  its  principles  or  of  its  details. 
Bat  I  am  not,  therefore,  an  enemy  to  internal 
improvements ;  on  the  contrary,  I  would  favor 
sit  of  a  proper  kind,  to  be  executed  in  a  proper 
Qtsoner.  A  good  road  through  my  country 
woold  donbtlesa  be  very  convenient ;  and,  cer- 
tiuly,  I  would  have  no  objections  against  it  in 
itwlf  considered,  bnt  I  have  some  objections 
tgaiost  obtaining  it  at  the  expense  of  my  own 
oath  and  the  constitntion — onr  liberties  and 
permanent  welfare. 

Soma  honorable  gentlemen  have  told  os 
much  of  their  obedience  to  the  will  of  their 
coDstitaents.  T,  too,  acknowledge  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  force  of  ench  an  obligation',. bat  not 
qnite  so  obHeqaionsly,  perhaps,  as  some  of  my 
mends.  I  would  not  Ik  understood  as  regard- 
less af  their  good  opinion.  I  would  prize  it 
highly  at  ail  times,  either  in  public  or  private 
life.  Nor  will  I  affect  indifference  to  my  own 
destiny ;  and  it  will  be  my  business  to  satisfy 
my  constituents  of  the  correctness  of  my  public 
coDdact ;  but,  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so 
w  not,  is  to  me  a  secondary  consideration ;  for 
I  hold  that  no  man  is  fit  to  be  a  representative 
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here,  who  can  heeitate  as  to  a  choice  between 
his  own  personal  popularity  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  tne  troe  princinles  of  oar  Government. 
To  them  I  look  and  adhere,  as  the  best  means 
of  promoting  the  best  interests  of  my  people, 
rather  than  to  delusive  expedients  for  reliefer 
pitjfnl  advantages,  resnltins  In  no  permanent 
good,  hut  answering,  for  a  time,  the  purposes  of 
cert^  candidates  for  popular  favor. 

I  was  sent  here  to  act  on  my  oath,  to  do 
good,  not  mischief — to  execute,  not  violate,  the 
great  compact  of  this  Union. 

My  constituents,  of  all  classes,  have  long 
known  that  I  could  not  vote  for  any  such  biU 
as  that  now  before  us ;  and,  while  some  of  them 
have  been  asking  me  to  do  so,  they  must  hare 
had  other  motives  than  even  a  hope  tbat  I  could 
comply  with  their  request.  They  know  my 
sentiments,  and  they  expect- me  to  maintain 
them.  A  m^ority  of  them  sent  me  here  as  a 
State  right  republican,  as  contradistingnished 
from  a  national  republican.  They  are  jealona 
of  the  assumed,  overgrown,  and  iacreaaing 
powers  of  this  splendid  Federal  Government ; 
and  they  are  not  witting  to  look  to  it  as  the 
"  dispenser  of  every  good  and  perfect  gilt  under 
heaven."  They  see  that  it  is  becoming  more 
and  more  the  fashionable  idol  of  the  times,  es- 
pecially among  those  who  desire  to  be  initiated, 
or  to  continue  priests  at  the  altar ;  and  they 
fear  the  danger  that  a  new  and  ponderous  ma- 
chine wilt  be  fabricated  as  a  substitute  for  the 
beneflcent  original ;  and  that  the  idolatrous 
worshippers  of  this  political  Juggernaut,  in 
whole  communities,  are  to  be  crushed  beneath 
its  wheels.  The  thing  has  progressed  some 
distance  already ;  the  devotees  are  assembling ; 
and  new  converts,  even  from  those  who  were 
thought  to  be  steadfast  in  a  bett«r  religion,  are 
prostrating  themselves  before  it.  I  yet  belong 
to  another  faith ;  and,  instead  of  these  immola- 
tions having  any  tendency  to  proEeIyt«  me, 
they  render  the  scene  appaUing  indeed,  and  es- 
tablish me  in  my  own  creed. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  all  will  agree  in 
opinion,  either  as  to  politics  or  religion ;  but 
there  are,  nevertheless,  in  each,  both  positive 
and  comparative  differences  between  right  and 
wrong,  on  which  must  depend  the  faith  of  in- 
dividuals and  of  nations ;  and  it  should  be  the 
effort  of  every  one,  at  oil  times,  to  attain  the 
nearest  practicable  approximation  to  truth.  Bat 
while  important  differences  must  exist,  a  spirit 
of  toleration,  and  even  conciliation,  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  prevent  minoos  distraction. 
Who  can  look  to  the  vast  and  various  interests 
by  which  different  portions  of  this  extensive 
country  are  influenced — by  which  their  repre- 
sentatives here  are  propelled  in  different  direc- 
tions, without  discovering  the  utter  hopeless- 
ness of  long  managing  the  great  eonoems  of 
this  Union  to  advantage,  or  even  continuing 
the  partnership,  without  exercising  the  utmost 
forbearance,  and  eiecatiog  a  determination  not 
to  push  matters  to  extremity?  When  this 
General  Government  moves  on  the  border  of 
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oftctioD ;  when,  it  unscmpnlously  , 
doabtfnl  bounilaiy,  ftnd  ocoapies  ever;  inch  of 
disputed  Kronod,  narraonj  cad  good  feeling 
must  jield  U>  jealotiBiea,  uiimoaittes,  &nd  con- 
tentions ;  but  wheDever  it  sball  boldl j,  delib- 
erately, and  perse veringl;.  maroli  further,  and 
invade  the  nodlapnted  territory  of  others,  then 
the  natural  consequenceg  miiat  be,  (as  when  the 
KabicoD.  was  passed,  and  Rome  was  do  longer 
free.)  anarchj  firat,  and  despotlBm  next. 

This  Federal  Government  has  often  sported 
waatonl;  on  doubtful  ground;  oocaeionelly, 
but  inadvertently,  perhaps,  it  has  trespassed 
further;  hut  if  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion shoaJd  ever  become  a  law,  in  its  present 
form,  it  would  be  idle,  insulting,  U>  pretend 
that  we  aim  at  anything  short  of  .consolida- 
tion, uid  a  complete  conquest  of  the  Btate  aa- 
thorities. 

I  oonaider  tbia  bill  aa  the  most  direct  and 
daring  attempt  apon  State  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority, that  was  ever  before  a  CoDgreaa  of  this 
Union.  Is  it  not  ?  What  does  it  amount  to  ? 
Nothing  less  than  a  positive  direction  to  the 
President  to  take  prompt  ajid  effectual  meas- 
ures to  have  a  road  made  from  the  northern 
lakes  to  New  Orleans,  near  the  southern  golf, 
without  saying  one  word  as  to  the  maimer  in 
which  the  jurisdiction  or  rights  of  States,  or 
corporations,  or  individuals,  are  to  be  regarded 
or  adjusted,  in  cases  of  difGcnlty.  The  strong 
arm  of  power  must  not  be  stayed,  but  most  sot 
prompt!/  and  effectaall/  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, no  matter  whose  rights  or  what  obstrno- 
tions  may  interpose ;  for  gentlemen  have  taunt- 
ingly told  us,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  an  act 
of  Congress  cannot  be  controlled,  unless  the 
political  omnipotonoy  of  the  Supreme  Court 
ahall  condescend  to  advise  ns  of  error.  And  is 
such  a  power  as  this  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  President  of  this  Union,  at  this  early 
daj )  Is  he  to  bo  authorized,  commanded,  to 
go  forward  and  make  this  road,  without  regard 
to  the  rights  of  anybody  t  The  like  of  it  never 
was  beard  of  in  any  country  that  was  not  a 
downright  tyranny,  or  where  there  was  even  a 
decent  respect  for  the  righta  of  man.  Bome 
mode  of  ascertaining  rights,  and  compensating 
for  damages,  would  seem  to  be  indispensable. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  push  scmples  or  appre- 
hensions beyond  due  hounds,  but  this  bill  has 
no  hounds  as  to  principle — and  when  or  where 
are  we  to  stopl 

At  a  proper  time,  it  is  my  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment,  with  a  view  of  saving  the  rights 
of  the  States,  of  coiporations.  and  of  individ- 
uals, SB  far  aa  practicable.  At  present  I  can 
only  urge  it  as  an  argument,  to  show  that  the 
bill  is  not  aa  it  should  he,  and  to  point  out  a 
better  mode  of  executing  this  and  all  similar 
works.  By  contrasting  the  amendment  with 
the  bill,  the  imperfections  of  the  latter  will  ap- 
pear more  strikingly,  perhaps,  tban  by  any 
other  means;  while  there  will  be  exhibited  a 
plan  for  conducting    internal   improvementa, 
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under  the  auspices  of  this  Gtovemnment,  by 
which  many  and  serious  difGcnlties  will  be  ob- 
viated, and  which  I  think  well  worthy  of  the 
most  deliberate  con»deration  of  every  citizen 
of  the  States  of  this  Union.  We  are  told  that 
this  Government  wiU  progress  in  the  bndnees 
of  internal  improvement,  and  some  gentlemen 
seem  very  confident  in  this  opinion.  If  ita 
progress  in  that  way  sbonld  be  very  extensive, 
it  must  be  matter  of  great  importance  that  some 
plan  should  be  adopted  to  attain  the  ends  in 
the  least  exceptionable  manner.  The  amend- 
ment which  I  expect  to  offer,  will  be  a  test  of 


mistaken  by  any  politician,  and  the  people  at 
large  will  understand  the  vital  difference  be- 
tween it  and  the  bill,  in  their  respective  ten- 
dencies. I  avow  my  ol^ects  frankly :  first,  to 
put  the  bill  right  as  far  as  possible ;  and,  sec- 
ond, if  its  friends  will  not  adopt  a  better  plan, 
to  put  them  thoroughly  in  &a  wrong. 

Mi.  HnHLENBEBa,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to 
claim  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  for  a 
few  moments  oi^,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  enter 
into  a  lengthy  ^aoussion  of  a  aabject  which 
bad  already  been  more  tban  sufficiently  discuss- 
ed. He  presumed  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, who  had  given  it  any  attention  what- 
ever, must,  by  that  time,  have  made  up  hia 
mind  upon  the  question ;  and  he  conld  not  flat- 
ter himself  that  any  thing  he  might  saj,  for  or 
against  the  measure,  would  change  a  single 
vote.  He  rose  merely  to  express  a  regret  at 
the  vote  he  found  himself  obliged  to  give  if  he 
wished  to  satisfy  his  own  conscience,  and  pro- 
mote, in  his  view  of  things,  the  best  interests 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  as  he  con- 
sidered himself  a  representative  for  the  whole, 
and  not  for  a  part  only. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  1  most;  when  called  apon, 
record  my  voto  against  the  bill  on  your  table. 
I  reeret  this  circumstance,  because  I  ^nll 
thereby  voto  against  a  measure  which  my  mnch 
esteemed  friend  and  colleague,  (Ur.  Hkupuiix,) 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements,  seems  to  have  mnch  at 
heart.  He,  no  doubt,  sincerely  believes  that  it 
is  a  measure  which  will  tend  to  the  general 
welfare,  and  promote  the  good,  not  only  of  his 
native  State,  but  of  the  Union  at  large ;  that  it 
will  further  the  interests  of  commerce,  of  agri- 
culture, of  mannfectures,  add  to  the  comforts 
of  the  people  in  peace,  and  their  security  in 
time  of  war,  as  well  on  the  southern  as  on  the 
northern  and  northwestern  frontier.  A  more 
amiable  man,'amore  patriotic  and  disinterested 
legislator,  may  not  be  found  on  this  floor.  Ee 
may  possibly  be  correct  in  his  views,  and  I  in 
error.  It  is,  however,  human  nature  to  diSbr; 
bnt  every  honest  man  must  be  guided  by  bis 
own  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  of  the  el- 
pedienoy  or  inexpediency  of  any  measure  npon 
which  be  is  called  In  duty  to  decide. 

I  regret  (said  Ur.  M.)  the  vote  I  mnst  p'^ 
because  it  is  in  oppositiaa  to  the  opinion  c£ 
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auj,  perhaps  in  oppositioii  to  the  opinion  of 
B  Ig^  majority  of  my  oolleagaaa,  who  h&ve 
more  expenence  in  l^islative  matUn  th&n  my- 
wl^  mi  for  whoM  opiidon,  collectivelj,  and 
indiridully,  I  have  the  highect  r^ard. 

I  regret  it,  because  it  is  apparantlj  agoinct 
the  immediate  interest  of  a  oonriderablft  por- 
tioD  of  m;  native  State,  which  I  liave  the  honor 
to  rapreseDt,  in  part,  on  this  floor,  so  far  at 
laut  a  the  expenditnre  of  a  considerable  sam 
mt  of  the  common  faaA,  within  the  bonndariea 
of  tlut  State,  mey  be  considered  a  benefit. 

But  (said  Mr.  K)  dn^  compels  me  to  over- 
oome  thaee  r»reta.  What  I  owe  to  the  people 
tod  thdr  wel&e,  calls  npoa  me  to  la?  aside  all 

rnal  fbeling^  and  vote  against  the  bill  nn- 
diKnmoa ;  not,  indeed,  becanse  I  think  a 
niMsnre  of  this  kind  nnoonstitDtional.  No,  I 
hive  DO  Bcmples  on  that  head.  If  that  were 
the  onlj  point  in  dispnte,  I  coold  bare  no  hesi- 
tatioii  and  no  remta  in  girlns  a  vote  on  tha 
qnMion.  It  woud  afford  me  pleasnre.  I  cod- 
nder  it  a  point  long  since  settled — a  point 
which,  at  this  day,  should  not  be  called  in  quea- 
tim.  If  Gongresa  have  not  the  right  to  an- 
thoriie  internal  improTemeDte,  for  the  pnrpoae 
of  regulating  oommeroe  and  promoting  the  gen- 
enl  wtilfare,  to  render  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  more  easy  and  rapid,  to  contribute  to  the 
ounforta  and  happiness  of  the  people  in  time  of 
pesee,  and  their  aecurity  in  time  of  war,  it  has 
DO  li^ts  wliatever ;  it  might  as  well  not  exist 
—it  mi^t  aa  wall  t>e  expelled  from  this  hall. 
I  Tote  against  the  bill,  not  on  oonstitational 
priadplw  therefore,  but  beoanse  I  think  its 
ptMge  nnneoeasarj  and  inexpedient,  at  this 
timoatleBat. 
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he  passage  of  the  hill,  I  contend,  is 
'.    It  is  not  neoeesBTf,  as  some  gentli 


*ho  have  preceded  have  asserted,  to  establish  a 
coutitational  principle,  the  right  of  the  Gen- 
eril  Goremmeat  to  make  int«ra&l  improve- 
lunta.  No,  this  qaestion,  aa  I  have  already 
nid,  liaa,  in  my  hnmble  opinion,  been  long  since 
Mded.  Whatever  this  Oongress  mar  do,  it 
"HI  neitlier  tend  to  settle  or  unsettle  it  The 
Hpreai  words  of  the  constitution  itself;  the 
Dpinioas  of  onr  ablest  men  on  the  bench ;  the 
ojHaions  of  all  oar  Presidents,  from  him  who 
*ai  deservedly  first  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
from  Washington  down  to  the  present  ilins- 
tnoQs  Ohief ;  the  opinion  of  the  lamented  Clin- 
ton, undoubtedly  a  statesman  of  the  very  first 
Older;  thet^iniona  of  a  large  m^ority  of  onr 
StUe  Lepslaturee — all  have  established  it  be- 
TOtd  a  question,  except  with  a  few,  who,  al- 
thoagh'no  doubt  sincere  in  their  opinions,  and 
M  tbat  acoonnt  ought  to  be  respected,  are  yet 
too  moch  in  the  habit  of  splitting  hairs  both  on 
■he  north  and  south  ude,  to  have  much  reliance 
pbced  on  their  jifdgment.  Keither  (said  Ur. 
K)  does  the  paiaaga  of  the  bill  appear  to  me 
necessary,  as  is  fnruier  contended  by  some  gen- 
tlmteQ  who  have  been  in  advance  of  me,  to 
pronote  the  interests  of  commerce  and  agri- 
nltaie,  Um  tran^cotation  of  the  mail,  the 


comfort  of  the  people  in  peace,  their  neonrity 
in  time  of  war.  No,  I  am  far  from  admitting 
this.  From  this  place  to  Buffalo,  we  have  al- 
ready more  than  one  road,  and  probably  aa  di- 
rect as  any  can  be  made.  None  certainly  can 
be  made  better  for  less  than  three  times  the 
sum  fixed  as  an  average  for  the  mile  in  the  bill 
now  before  na.  Indeed,  we  have,  by  taking  a 
cirenit  of  a  tew  miles,  an  excellent  turnpike  for 
at  least  one-half  the  distance.  We  want,  at 
present,  in  our  section  of  the  Union,  no  more 
roads  for  the  accommodation  of  trMe,  or  the 
tran^ortatioa  of  the  mail,  or  even  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  travellers;  and  as 
for  the  oonveyance  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  it  is  futile  to  speak  about  it.  1  hav^  to 
nse  tha  words  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  who  sits  on  my  left,  (Hr. 
BtiRGBS,)  "  been  utterly  astonished  and  con- 
founded "  at  the  assertiona  of  some  gentlemen 
in  this  respect.  How  long  could  a  mud  road, 
costing  only  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  mile,  be 
ased  for  snch  a  purpose,  in  the  Sining  and  Fall, 
if  Government  chose  to  nse  it,  widch  I  strongly 
suspect  will  never  be  the  case  t  The  sitnation 
of  the  South  and  West,  I  will  admit,  may  be 
different  They  may  be  more  in  want  of  roads  r 
than  the  northern  section  of  the  TTnjoD.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  pass  a  positive  opinion.  But 
grant  to  the  States,  south  and  west  of  this, 
through  which  the  road  is  proposed  to  be  run, 
the  sum  to  be  expended  under  the  bill,  and  tlie 
road  will  he  infinitely  better  made,  at  much 
less  cost,  and  in  one-half  the  time.  Indeed, 
admitting  the  road  to  be  made,  I  know  not 
what  yon  are  to  transport  upon  it,  either  in 
peaoe  or  in  war.  Not  only  tJie  cutting  of  In- 
nnmerable  roads,  the  opening  of  canals,  the 
improvement  of  our  rivers  in  every  direction,  but 
the  use  of  all-powerful  steam,  baa,  withm  a  few 
years  past,  since  the  conclu^on  of  the  late  war, 
upon  which  gentlemen  have  harped  so  much 
to  show  the  necessity  of  this  road,  entirely 
changed  the  whole  mtuation  of  our  country  as 
regards  internal  communications.  Produce 
wUl  no  longer  be  conveyed  by  land  for  any 
distance.  It  will  everywhere  seek  the  water- 
oourses,  and  they  are  everywhere  near  at 
hand.  Troops  and  munitions  of  war,  if  they 
^ould  hereiut«r  be  recnired  at  extreme  points, 
will  be  moved  upon  these  three  times  Uie  dis- 
tance in  one-heir  the  time  that  would  be  re- 
quired upon  laud,  where,  with  the  best  of  roads, 
railroads  excepted,  the  practical  result  of  theae, 
carried  to  a  distance,  has  not  yet  been  fully  a»- 
certained. 


yttuvmar,  AprH.  14. 
Judge  PMk. 
The  SpBiJtiB  presented  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  Judge  Peck,  accompanied  by  a  writ- 
ten statement  or  argument,  in  explanation  and 
defence  of  his  offld^  conduct  in  the  case  com* 
pluned  of  by  L.  E.  Lawless,  oommonicated  Is 
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Biifah  md  Nao  Oriean  Jbad  fiiO. 
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paran&noe  of  the  permifision  girea  bj  the  House 
BOae  daja  ago. 

Motions  were  made  to  oommit  the  argnment, 
and  to  print  it,  without  reading,  as  it  appeared 
to  be  a  Toluminone  statement ;  bnt 

The  rending  was  demanded,  first  b;  Ur. 
WioELirFB,  and  withdrawn,  then  by  Mr.  Dan- 
IBL,  and,  ^ler  proceeding  some  time,  bj  him 
withdrawn ;  next  \>j  Mr.  Wildb,  and  the  read- 
ing continoed  some  tune  longer,  and  then  with- 
drawn: then  by  Mr,  Stohbs,  of  New  York ; 
and,  auer  the  reading  had  progreBsad  some 
time  lunger,  (in  all  an  honr  and  a  half,)  Mr.  S. 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  iHirther  reading 
was  Biupendcd. 

The  statement  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Oo&imitt«e  of  the  Whole  to  wbioh 
was  oommitted  the  report  against  Judge  Peek ; 
and 

Mr.  Olat  mored  that  it  be  printed,  with  one 
or  two  of  the  papers  which  accompanied  and 
were  referred  to  m  it. 

Mr.  MoDnPFiE  mored  to  print,  also,  the  me- 
morial of  Mr.  Lawless,  compWung  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Judge. 

Mr.  Stebiokse  moved  to  lay  both  motions  on 
tiie  table.    Negatived. 

Mr.  Batis,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  ex- 
cept from  the  printing  the  papers  accompany- 
ing the  statement  of  Judge  Peck,  which  was 
agreed  to;  and 

The  statement  of  the  Judge,  and  the  me- 
morial of  his  ftccnsers,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed, 

Svffalo  and  Nea  Orleant  Road  SilL 

The  Eonse  then  took  up  l^is  bill,  as  reported 
bj  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  yesterday ; 
and,  having  ooncurred  in  filling  the  blank  with 
four  dollars,  as  the  daily  allowance  to  the  com- 
miasionera, 

Mr.  Speioht  moved  to  lay  the  hill  on  the 
table,  with  the  view  not  to  take  it  up  agun. 

Mr.  WHtTTUten  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  thb  question,  and  they  were  ordered ; 
when 

Mr.  Speiost,  to  accommodate  his  colleagues, 
who  wished  to  renew  their  amendments,  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Mr.  Cabson  then  renewed  the  motion  which 
he  made  in  oommittee,  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  ont  the  part  prescribing  the  route  for 
the  New  Orleans  rood,  and  inserting  a  pro- 
vinoo,  directing  the  adoption  of  the  "  moat 
direct,  practicaUe  "  route. 

Upon  the  amendment,  Mr.  Oabson  offered 
some  observalJona  on  the  length  to  which  the 
discussion  upon  the  SDlgect  had  already  extend- 
ed, and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  call  being  sustained,  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Blair,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  he  was 
aware  that  it  would  not  now  be  in  order  to  re- 
ply to  what  had  been  aiud  by  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition  in  the  committee ;  bnt  as  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Oabson)  has  now 
repeated,  in  part,  what  he  had  said  in  Commit- 


t«e  of  the  Whole,  he  was  gratified  in  bavbgit 
in  his  power  to  correct  that  gentleman  in  a 
gross  error  into  which  he  had  taHea,  as  to  the 
orgaidzation  of  the  Oommittee  on  lutemsl  Im- 
provements, of  which  he  was  an  hnmble  mem- 
He  has  charged  that  the  location  of  the  road 
upon  the  western  route  was  the  result  of  com- 
bination in  the  committee,  and  has  parcelled 
out  to  each  member  of  that  committee  his  por- 
tion of  the  local  benefit  to  be  derived  from  that 
combination.  Sir,  I  cannot,  1  will  not,  believe 
that  my  worthy  mend  intended  to  impngn  my 
motives  in  this  matter,  though  snch  wonld  be 
the  irresistible  conclusion,  &om  reading  his 
printed  speech.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  in- 
forming my  friend  that  I  am  the  only  member 
of  the  committee  who  vot^  in  favor  of  report- 
ing the  bill,  who  was  in  the  slightest  degree  in- 
terested in  it£  location  on  the  western  route, 
or  resided  on  or  near  to  any  part  of  that  ex- 
tended line.  It  is  true  that  my  colleagne  on 
the  committee  (Mr.  Osaio)  represents  a  district 
in  Virginia  which  is  intersected  by  the  road, 
bnt  it  la  due  to  that  gentleman  to  say,  that  Ids 
determination  to  support  the  bill  has  been 
mode  since  it  came  i^m  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  reported  without  his  support. 
No  other  member  of  the  oommittee  resides  on 
or  near  to  this  road,  or  the  branch  contem- 
plated from  Zanesville  to  Florence;  hence,  if  a 
combination  of  interested  persons  produced  the 
looation  in  the  bill,  I  must  have  combined  with 
myself,  and  with  no  one  else. 

To  relieve  the  present  committee  from  impn- 
taWon,  I  can  inform  my  fHend  from  North  Car- 
olina, that  this  bill  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements  of  the  last 
Oongreas,  as  it  now  is,  upon  the  western  route. 
Will  he  look  to  the  organization  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  inform  me  who  were  the  parties  in 
interest  then,  and  why  and  wherefore  was  it 
that  that  oommittee  selected  the  western  route) 
If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  geutleniBU  from 
Maine  (Mr,  Butmak)  is  now  the  only  member 
of  that  committee  who  voted  for  the  road,  who 
was  of  that  committee  last  Congress.  This  bill 
had  been  reported  by  our  predeoesHora,_(iiot 
one  of  whom  reuded  on  that  route,)  ^^"^ 
preference  to  the  western  ronte;  andmyfriend 
from  North  Carolina  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  their  having  given  preference  to  the  route 
on  which  I  resided,  was  not  likely  to  call  forth 
any  objection  from  me.  Nor  am  1  at  liberty 
to  suppose  that  the  location  of  the  road  upon 
the  ronte  on  which  my  Mend  resides,  would 
have  been  calcolated  to  nve  offence  to  him, 
were  1  to  judge  from  the  pertinacity  with 
which  he  clmgs  to  bis  amendment  for  chang- 
ing the  route  to  his  own  district.  I  have  felt 
it  due  to  the  committee  and  myself,  as  well  as 
to  that  sobstantial  friendship  which  has  snb- 
sisted  between  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina and  myself,  to  make  this  statement  and 
correotion,  believing  that  if  I  were  to  sotfer  my- 
self to  lie  under  the  imputation  to  vhioh  his 
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»  woold  subject  me,  I  would  be  in  dan- 
g«-  of  forfeiting  that  good  opinion  which  I  am 
connnead  he  qow  entert^ns'of  me. 

Mr.  Gabsoh  diortlj  rejoined,  urging  the  ad- 
■vaalaeea  of  taking  the  direct  route,  which  it 
would  he  a  trniam  to  say  waa  the  nearest  ronte. 
It  would  shorten  the  distance  bj  fiftj'  miles. 
The  Vest,  he  oinerred,  in  the  oonrse  of  hia  ar- 
gnment,  the  West  had  received  its  full  share, 
&t  the  way  of  appropriation  for  their  benefit, 
br  the  grants  of  public  lands,  for  the  purpose 
of  improvement  withia  the  Stat«a,  la  that  seo- 
tioQ  of  the  amendment.  To  show  the  ioflucDee 
which  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  this 
matter,  he  might  perhaps  mention  that  it  had 
been  said  by  (me  of  the  members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania delegation,  that  if  Mr.  Oabsox  did 
not  vote  for  the  bill,  he  (the  person  ^>eakiug} 
aboold  not  give  his  sanction  to  a  bilj,  for  tbe 
passing  of  woich  he  (Mr,  0.)  was  anxious.  He 
also  instanced  a  case  in  which  a  member  from 
West  Tennessee  had  used  language  of  a  etmilar 
iniporL_ 


'  thought 
<   ehoiud 


wMeh  the  amendment  should  be  proposed 
should  be  the  same  as  had  been  followed  m  the 
oommittae.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  "western,"  in  the  fourteenth  line  of 
the  bin,  Respecting  the  location  of  tbe  line  of 
road,)  and  insert  "  middle  "  route. 

Hr.  VnrroiT  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  himself  and  his  constituents  being  en- 
tirely uninterested  as  to  what  course  it  might 
be  decided  by  the  House  that  the  road  shunld 
be  ran.  He  lived  upon  the  hanks  of  the  Ohio, 
tbe  great  channel  of  intercourse  between  the 
East  and  the  West,  a  circumstance  which  he 
felt  it  dne  to  himself,  and  those  whom  he  rep- 
resented, to  mention,  with  a  view  of  showing 
that  the  vote  he  should  give  upon  the  qnestiou 
oonld  not  possibly  result  nom  any  prospect,  on 
hia  or  their  part,  of  reaping  any  advantages 
froia  tbe  proposed  road. 

Ifr.  Rajiskt  explained  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cab- 
K»T.  The  observations  alluded  to  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina  were  merely  iocnlsr; 
they  occurred  in  the  course  of  a  passing  con- 
versation between  himself  and  a  genueman 
from  Tennessee.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry 
that  his  estimable  friend  from  North  Carolina 
ceroid,  by  any  posubility,  construe  them  other- 
Mr.  CABaorr  said  that  they  hid  not  been 
mentioned  to  him  as  such.  He  was  happy, 
however,  to  find  that  it  was  so,  as,  indeed,  had 
last  been  slated  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from 


Mr.  Diwrrr  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
inff  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stobb^  of  New  Toik,  moved  the  pre- 
Tions  question. 

Mr.  IxroBss,  after  a  few  observations,  stated 
that  his  district  did  not  approximate  to  the  line 
vbich  it  was  proposed  to  trace  for  the  road  in 
contemidatiou. 

Mr.  Soorr  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 


[B.  or  & 

New  York  (Mr.  Stosxb)  would  withdraw  hia 
motion  for  B  moment. 

Mr.  Stobbs  declining  to  do  so,  the  coll  for 
the  previons  question  was  sustained  by  a  vote 
of  yeas  117,  nays  not  connted. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Babbodr.  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question ;  but  the  motitm 
was  not  adopted. 

The  mun  qnestion,  which  was  upon  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  BABBiNaBR,  Mr.  Isaces,  and  Mr.  Dwiobt 
rimultaueously  rose  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  thia  question.     They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babdoub  suggested  that  there  were 
several  members  probably  absent;  and  as  he 
wished  tbe  qne«tioD'to  be  fnlly  and  fairly  de- 
cided, he  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  colled,  when  it  appeared  that 
nine  or  ten  members  were  absent,  most  tit 
whom,  it  appeared  from  explanations  given, 
were  detaioea  at  th^  lodginge  by  ind^tora- 

Tbe  main  qnestion  being  put,  was  decided  In 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

TiAS.— Menre.  Koyes  Barber,  Bijlor,  John  Blair, 
Boon,  BrowQ,  Surges,  Butmwi,  Ckhoon,  Clark,  Cola- 
man,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Robert  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Creiehton,  Crockett,  CroimitiBliield,  John 
Davis,  Deunj,  Uoddridge,  Duncan,  Ednrd  Everett, 
H.  Even»tt,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Green,  Greonall, 
Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hugbea,  Bual, 
HuDtiogtOQ,  Ihrie,  Ingeisoll,  Thomu  Irnin,  Wm. 
W.  Irvin,  Isacka,  Jemiin^  R.  If .  Jobnson,  Kendall, 
Kiocud,  Adam  King,  Leipcr,  Letcher.  Ljon,  Miieee, 
Hallory,  Uartindale,  Thomas  MaiweU,  Lewis  Max- 
well,  McCreery,  Kercer,  Killer,  Nitchell,  Norton, 
Pnarca,  Pierson,  Ramsey,  RandoljA,  Reed,  Ricbard- 
Bon,  Rose,  Rossel,  Bcott,  Semmes,  Shields.  Sprigs, 
Stonberry,  Standifer,  Stephens,  Strong,  Sutherlana, 
Swann,  Test,  John  Thomeou,  Tracy,  Vance,  Tinton, 
Washington,  Edward  D.  White,  Whittlesey,  Wilson, 
Toung — B8. 

Nats. — Sleasrs.  Aleiander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
sen, Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Beekman, 
Bell,  James  Blair,  Bookee,  Borst,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Caroi^ell,  Cireon, 
Chandler,  Chitds,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner, 
Cowles,  Hector  Craig,  Crocberon,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Warren  B.  Daris,  Deberry,  Desha,  De  Wilt,  Draj- 
toD,  Dudley,  Dwight,  Enril,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Findlavj  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Qordon,  Oorhara, 
IlaU,  Halsey,  Hamiuons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Binds, 
Habbard,  Johns,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins,  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  LecompM,  Lent,  LoyaU,  Lewis,  Lump- 
km,  Martin,  McCor,  McDuffle,  Uclntire,  Uonell, 
Muhlenberg,  Nucko'lis,  Overton,  Pettia.  Folk,  Potter, 
Rencher,  Roane,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  & 
A.  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Kchanl  Spen- 
cer, Stericere,  Henry  R.  Stone,  William  L.  Stona, 
Swia,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trei- 
vant.  Tucker,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Wayne,  Weeks, 
Camp.  P.  White,  WickUffe,  WUde,  WiUiama,  Wm- 
gale,  Tancej — lOB. 

So  the  Honse  decided  against  tbe  third  read- 
ing of  tbe  bill,  and  it  was,  of  course,  r^eoted. 
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Ur.  P.  P.  Babsotib,  thinking  (he  said)  that 
the  Homo  h&d  done  enough  for  ^ory  for  one 
day,  moved  that  it  now  odjoom. 

Ur.  IsACKs  demanded  the  7«as  and  nays  on 
this  qneBtiou,  vhich,  being  taken,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  »dioumhi|;,        -        -        •      78 
Against  it,  -        -        •        111 

After,  on  motioii  of  Ur.  Yanok, 

The  Houa«  adjourned. 

Thuksdai,  April  10. 

Fraud*  in  the  collection  qf  the  ImpotU,  tfe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HiLLAHY,.the  several  bills 
which  bj  special  order  came  np  for  considera- 
tion to-da;,  were  postponed ;  and 

The  Hoase  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TTmon,  Ur.  Uabtin 
being  called  to  the  chur,  and  took  up  the  bill 
reported  hy  the  Ootamittee  on  Uannfactures, 
"  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts  laying  duties 
on  imports,"  (the  more  effectually  to  enforce 
the  collection  of  the  dntiee.) 

Mr.  Uallabt,  Ohairmau  of  the  Co7ninitt«e 
on  Uannfaotores,  who  reported  the  hill,  rose  to 
address  the  committee  in  ezplanatian  and  sop- 
port  rf  the  bUl. 

I  will  now,  (said  Ur.  U.,)  with  the  permission 
of  the  committee,  endeavor  to  assign  as  briefly 
us  1  can  those  views  which  have  been  enter- 
tained by  the  committoe  who  reported  the 
present  bilL  I  am  aware  that  the  subjoct  has 
an  important  relation  to  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, bat,  as  to  the  present  bill,  it  does  not  in- 
volve any  of  the  principles  or  qnestioos  which 
grow  out  of  what  has  oeen  denominated  the 
tariff  policy.  Its  one  object  and  only  puipose 
b  to  provide  a  remedy  against  an  abase  of  the 
laws  of  the  country.  I  shdl  not  disgnise  "~~ 
fact,  that  the  principal  object  of  the  bill  is 
tended  to  enforce  the  tariff  Uw  of  1B38;  but 
there  is  no  need,  in  discussing  it,  to  enter  into 
the  policy  of  that  law.  It  has  passed.  It  has 
become  a  law  of  the  land.  It  has  received  the 
sanction  of  this  Government ;  and  the  qnestion 
now  is,  sliall  it  be  carried  into  execution,  or 
shall  a  law,  thus  solemnly  and  deliberately 
sanctioned,  be  suffered  to  be  every  day  violated 
with  impnnity,  whwi  the  Government  which 
passed  it  is  aware  of  the  violation )  This  ques- 
tion each  gentleman  must  settle  in  his  own 
bosom.  Because  he  happens  to  be  opposed  in 
sentiment  to  the  policy  of  that  act,  ought  he,  ei 
a  good  citizen,  as  a  member  of  Oongreos,  in- 
tnlsted  by  the  people  with  the  solemn  duties  of 
legislation,  to  withhold  his  aid  toward  carrying 
the  laws  of  the  country  into  execution !  I  pre- 
sent this  simple  inquiry  to  every  candid  mmd. 
The  tariff  of '28  was  enaoted  for  the  protection 
of  the  domestic  industry  of  the  Union.  Have 
not  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  passed, 
right  to  come  to  this  Honse,  BJid  ask  and  d( 
aauA  of  ns  that  the  faith  of  the  Govemment 
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shall  not  be  violated,  nor  its  benefits  lost,  for 
want  of  OUT  viplanco  and  care  f  Is  it  not  de- 
rogatory to  the  honor  of  this  Government,  that 
it  should  pass  an  important  law  on  which  the 
people  ha^e  relied,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  rely, 
and  then  the  law  should  be  flagrantly  violated, 
and  that  the  people,  disappointed  and  deceived, 
shait  ask  in  vain  that  we  will  enforce  oar  laws. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  its  dignity  and  honor,  all  forbid 
such  a  disgraceful  stato  of  things.  Would  not 
the  world  declare  it  degrading  for  legislators  to 
reply  to  such  a  demand,  that  all  that  they  have 
solemnly  done  means  nothing ;  that  when  they 
passed  tiie  law,  they  knew  and  intended  that  it 
shonld  prove  a  delasion,  that  it  should  carry 
the  appearance  of  doing  somethmg  for  the  do- 
mestic industry  of  the  country,  while  tlie  real 
purpose  of  those  who  passed  it  was  to  confer 
no  benefit,  but  to  practise  a  delusion  on  our 
fellow-citizens?  6ir,  there  is  no  man  on  the 
floor  of  this  Honse  wonld  dare  utter  such  lan- 
guage to  the  people  of  this  Union.  Thej 
wonld  teach  him  a  lesson  that  he  woold  not 
readily  forget.  But  we  have  not  yet  arrived 
at  such  a  crisis,  and  I  trust  we  never  ahslL  I 
have  said  that  the  tariff  law  is  grossly  violat«d  ; 
and  the  int«rposition  of  this  House  is  called  (br, 
to  put  a  stop  to  its  violation.  I  acknowledge 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  those  who  make  tMa 
assertion,  to  show  that  it  is  true.  It  is  for 
them  to  prove  before  this  Honse  that  its  laws 
are  evaded  and  violated,  and  that  the  evasion 
and  violation  can  be  prevented.  I  place  the 
cause  of  tliis  bill  on  that  ground ;  and  if  I  can- 
not make  out  snob  a  case  as  will  prove  that 
this  bill,  or  something  like  this  bill,  is  called 
for  by  the  state  of  the  country,  let  it  be  reject- 
ed. On  that  issue,  I  sm  content  that  the  qnes- 
tion shall  rest.  But  if  I  can  and  shall  show 
that  the  law  is  violated,  violated  grossly,  open- 
ly, and  in  the  most  shameful  manner,  then  I 
appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  whether  they  can 
reconcile  to  their  sense  of  duty,  rendered  doably 
sacred  by  the  high  station  Uiey  here  occnpy, 
to  vote  against  a  measure  whose  only  olgect  is 
to  prevent  the  most  alarming  evils. 

X  have  alleged  that  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant laws  of  the  country  is  violated.  To 
Srove  this,  it  may  be  proper  to  show  that  both 
isposition  and  interest  exist  to  do  so,  to  show 
who  they  may  be  who  have  that  interest  and 
disposition.  On  this  point  1  will  make  a  few 
brief  observations.  They  allnde,  chiefly,  to 
other  nations.  In  this,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  examine  minutely  their  domestjc  policy,  bnt 
shall  refer  to  views  and  feelii^  wnich  exist 
among  them  in  relation  to  the  domestic  policy 
of  this  country.  If  we  look  to  France,  we  find 
her  pursuing  her  own  way — executing  her  own 
polity,  nndisturbed.  She  has  taken  a  firm 
stand  for  herself^  and  remains  unmoved  by  tbo 
flattery  or  menaces  of  any  other  nation.  Her 
Govermneut  and  people  allow  others  to  do  the 
same.  This  may  be  also  said  of  Halland,  of 
Prussia,  of  Bnssia.    These  nations  nn^rtake  to 
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with  thdr  doctjioes  of  political  economj. 
OMi  this  be  Mid  of  Sogumd ! 

All  know  the  couw  that  natjon  has  pursued 
towards  this  comitrj,  and  all  other  countries, 
for  the  lost  twenty  years,  when  the  eoooiirage- 
ment  of  domestio  manufactores  was  discovered. 
When  the  United  States  were  her  ooloniee,  they 
fiimished  her  with  one  of  the  best  toarkets  in 
the  world  for  her  rarione  maanfactnres ;  after 
tiie  war  of  the  revointion,  dot  marketa  were 
iffutt  thrown  open  to  her  trade.  This  oontin- 
ned  nntil  our  late  restriotions  on  oonuneroe, 
isd  war  closed  our  mftrketa  ogtuust  her.  In 
the  mean  time,  most  of  the  great  nations  of 
finrope  became  determined  to  rely  on  their 
own  resoQToee,  aod  sealed  their  markets  against 
English  mannfaotures.  When  onr  late  war  bad 
terminated,  the  market  of  the  United  States 
became  doubly  interesting  to  Sn^and.  Uer 
people  poured  uito  this  comitry  their  immense 
nurdas  of  mannfactm^  K<^odB,  which  oonld 
Gnj  no  other  market  in.  the  world.  Bhe  dis- 
eovered  tiiat  oar  people  and  the  Oovermnent 
■bowed  strong  determination  to  Kire  aid  and 
eaooaragemeat  to  our  domestic  indiistiT, 

She  was  alarmed,  and  we  were  soon  over- 
whelmed with  her  doctrines  of  free  trade.  Our 
policy  is  represented  by  Englishmen  as  abenrd, 
(Jd-fuhioned,  and  that  it  would  be  monstrous 
firily  to  continue  it.  It  is  denounced  in  every 
oorner  of  England,  and  ite  violation  and  evatdon 

rdy  recommended  in  every  town  and  city  in 
kingdom.  It  seems  as  if  all  classes  of  her 
peeple  ooosidered  they  were  doing  God's  ser- 
vice to  render  ineffectnal  the  protecting  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  prostrate  all  onr  mann- 
fiwtnring  establishments.  Under  such  cironm' 
■taooea  influenced  by  the  most  powerful  oon- 
■identions  of  her  mighty  interests,  we  can  well 
Kmprehend  the  exerti(ms  her  people  would 
nuke  to  accomplish  tlie  ruin  of  the  rival  indus- 
try of  this  nation. 

I  sh^  now  (said  Mr,  M.)  proceed  to  eiam- 
ine  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  existing  reV' 
Hice  laws  tmder  which  the  alleged  frauds  arc 
pwpetrated.  They  have  been  found,  in  prao- 
tioe,  to  be  wholly  ineffoctnaL  By  the  fifteenth 
Hotitm  of  the  act  of  ISSS,  "  the  collectors  of 
the  revume  shall  cause  at  least  one  package  out 
of  every  invoice,  and  one  package  at  least  out 
of  every  twenty  packages  of  each  invoioe  of 
goods,  Ac,  which  package  or  packages  be  shall 
nave  Sret  designated  on  the  invoice  to  be  open- 
ed and  examined  j  and  if  the  same  he  found 
not  to  correapond  with  the  invoioe  thereof  &c., 
a  full  inspection  of  all  such  goods,  &c.,  as  may 
b«  included  in  the  same  entry,  shall  be  made ; 
sad  in  case  such  goods,  &c,,  be  subject  to  ad 
vibrem  dnty,  the  same  shall  be  appraised,  and 
subjected  to  the  penalties  provided  in  the  thir- 
teenth itction,  in  the  case  of  suspected  or  fraa- 
dnlent  invoiceB,"  &o.     I  am  sensiliie,  sir,  that 
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Uiia  is  a  dry  subject,  and  somewhat  difficult  to 
be  understood  by  those  who  have  not  devoted 
to  it  their  particular  attention.  I  will  endeavor 
to  make  myself  understood  as  well  as  the  oo- 
oa»on  will  permit.  The  collector  designates 
one  package  of  goods  out  of  every  invoice  at 
least,  and  at  least  one  package  out  of  every 
twenty  packages  of  each  invoice.  These  se- 
lected packages  are  sent  t«  the  office  of  the  ap- 
praisers, for  them  to  examine  and  appraise, 
aooordLng  to  the  provisions  of  the  sixteenth 
section  of  the  act  of  1B28..  The  opUector,  also, 
if  ^ud  was  suspected,  might  send  aU  the  goods 
to  the  appraisers  contained  in  the  same  entry. 

The  appraisers  are  bound  by  law  "diligently 
and  faimfully  to  examine  and  inspect  such 
goods,  icO;  as  the  collector  may  oirect^  and 
truly  to  report,  to  their  best  knowledge  and 
l>elief,  the  true  value  thereof,"  &o.  On  their 
report  the  duties  are  computed. 

By  the  thirteenth  section,  the  penalty  is  pre- 
scribed in  case  goods  are  invoiced  below  their 
tme  value.  It  provides  that  "  if  the  value  at 
which  the  aame  shall  be  so  apprused,  shall  ex- 
ceed, by  twenty-five  per  centum,  the  invoioe 
value  tbercofl  then,  in  additdon  to  the  ten  or 
twenty  per  centum,  as  the  case  may  be,  laid 
upon  correct  and  regular  invoices,  acoording  to 
law,  there  shall  be  added  fifty  per  centum  on 
the  appraised  value,"  &o.  By  the  tariff  of 
1828,  ttie  difference  between  the  invoice  price 
and  apprsosed  value,  in  order  to  incur  the  pen- 
alty, was  ten  per  cent.  But  this  seems  to  have 
been  as  inoperative  as  the  difference  of  twenty- 
five  per  cunt,  in  the  act  of  1828. 

It  will  be  observed,  and  to  this- 1  would  call 
the  most  steady  attention  of  the  committee, 
that  on  those  goods  which  have  not  been  ap' 
prused,  no  penalty  is  incurred,  if  the  entry 
were  ever  so  frandnlent,  were  the  law  ever  so 
flagrantly  violated.  The  committee  are  most 
respect^y  requested  to  bear  this  in  mind,  as, 
by  the  practice  at  the  most  important  costom- 
boDse  m  tbe  United  States,  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  penalty  can  never  reach  any  goods  ex- 
cept the  package  sent  to  the  apprfdseis'  office. 
Here  arises  one  of  tLe  great  causes  of  com- 
plaint. It  would  be  inferred  from  the  law  it- 
self, that  the  collector  retained  the  custody  of 
all  the  goods  contained  in  the  entry  nntil  the 
appraisement  was  made.  But  this  provea  to 
be  a  mistake.    Neither  the  oolleotor  nor  any 


penalty  reaches  these,  and  these  alone.  This 
will  be  more  fuUy  eipluned  before  I  dose  my 
remarka. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  explain  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  cQstom-house  in  N'ew  York.  The 
information  I  possess  is  derived  from  the  high- 
est source  of  respectability,  and  on  which  I  ieel 
confident  the  fullest  reliance  may  be  placed. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  sabstantially  obtained  from 
numerous  American  merchants  engaged  in  oar 
Enropean  trade.  That  our  laws  are  evaded, 
and  the  manner  by  which  it  is  done,  are  well 
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1  remark- 
it  is  in  the  month  of  almost  every  one  in  that 
cilj,  Bnt  being  in  poaaeBsion  of  ftiU,  ample, 
and  accurate  infonnatioD,  I  will  present  ench  as 
tbe  time  and  occasion  maj  require  fur  s  full 
nnderstandiog  of  the  eatgect  It  will  not  be 
reqnired  of  me  to  give  a  history  of  a  veasel 
from  a  foreign  port,  fKTa  the  time  she  is  first 
boarded  bj  an  officer  of  the  onstams,  until  the 
goods  imported  in  her  are  sent  into  the  market. 
I  will  give  all  tiiat  is  neoessarj  to  a  fall  nnder- 
Btanding  of  the  subject.  After  the  bond  is 
^ven  in  an  estimated  amoont  of  dntiea,  an 
order  ia  made  to  eend  the  designated  paokagea 


ed  for  apprusement.  Before  tLe  appraisement 
is  made,  and  before  anj  frand  can,  conseqnentlr, 
be  detected,  if  any  exists,  I  am  well  informed, 
that  most  or  all  of  the  goods  contuned  in  the 
entry  and  invoice,  except  those  in  the  public 
store^  are  sold,  and  distributed  in  the  shops 
thronghont  the  city,  or  sent  in  various  direc- 
tions oat  of  the  city,  and,  of  coarse,  oat  of  the 
control  of  the  collector.  It  should  also  be  ob* 
served  that  a  large  amonnt  of  goods  is  imported 
into  New  York  on  account  of  houses  in  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  BoEten,  Albany,  &c.,  and 
these  are  frequently  taken  directly  from  the 
vessel  in  which  they  were  imported,  in  vessels 
destined  for  those  respective  places,  Bo  far 
have  delays  taken  place  in  presenting  ii 


being  left  for*  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  pub- 
lic store  before  the  appraisers  were  called  upon 
to  moke  the  examination.  It  is  also  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  appraisers  make  no  examina- 
tion until  the  invoice  is  presented  to  them,  and 
that  the  final  adjustment  of  duties  cannot  be 
made  until  they  report  to  the  collector  the  re- 
sult of  such  examination. 

To  Illustrate  this  subject  still  fnrtherj  I  will 
present  still  further  evidence,  which  I  will  read 
from  the  paper  before  me.  It  is  derived  from 
a  source  on  which,  I  assure  the  committee,  the 
fullest  reliance  may  be  placed.  It  is  contsaned 
in  answers  te  questions  proposed,  in  order  to 
obtsin  full  and  precise  information:  "li,  on 
examining  the  sample  packages,  the  goods  be 
foimd  invoiced  below  (heir  value,  can  the  col- 
lector order  the  other  eighteen  packages  to  be 
sent  to  the  public  store,  they  having  been 
bonded  under  the  permit)"  This  requires  a 
word  of  explanation.  The  preeent  collectors, 
for  a  time,  sent  two  packages  out  of  twenty  to 
the  appr^sers  for  examination.  He  was  deter- 
mined te  execute  tiie  law.  He  had  reason  te 
believe  that  frauds  were  perpetrated,  and  be 
wished  to  use  all  reasonable  means  to  prevent 
them.  He  therefore  sent'  two  packages  out  of 
twenty,  instead  of  one,  as  hod  been  the  practice 
before.  Bnt  from  the  clamor  of  the  importers, 
and  under  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  he  had  to  retorn  to  the  old  practice. 


[Hr.  OAXBBELENa  here  interposed,  and  ior 
qnired  on  what  anthority  the  evidence  allnded 
to  by  Mr.  Uallabt  rested-] 

Hr.  WAiT.tBT  replied  that  the  authority  was 
of  the  most  unquestionable  respectability. 

Hr.  D&ATTON  mode  a  question  of  order.    Th« 

Sentlemau  from  Vermont  was  about  to  read  & 
ocimient  to  the  House,  of  the  most  important 
character.  When  the  authority  is  denisnded 
on  which  it  reets,  the  gentieman  pledges  lum- 
self  that  it  is  good  and  respectable,  jf  do  not 
doubt  that  sucU  is  hia  opinion,  but  I  bave  a 
right  to  doubt  the  act ;  and  I  Inquire  of  the 
Chair  whether  any  member  of  this  committee 
has  not  a  right  to  demand  on  what  authority  a 
paper  rests,  which  is  used  for  the  purpose  of 
having  an  influenoe  on  the  action  of  (ius  com- 
mittee t 

The  Ohairiuk  decided  that  a  member,  while 
addressing  the  committee,  might  read  in  hia 
place  any  paper  containing  respectful  language, 
and  could  not  be  required  to  pve  np  the  au- 
thority on  which  it  was  fonnded.  It  was  fiw 
the  committee  to  judge  of  the  value  of  what  is 
disclosed. 

Well,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  if  the  coast  is  clear,  I 
will  proceed.  I  stated  that  the  anthorily  on 
which  the  evidence  is  founded,  gentlemen  mi^t 
be  assured,  was  of  the  highest  charaot«r.  The 
subject  was  one  to  which  I  have  pud  the  striot. 
est  attention,  and,  for  the  present,  repreemta- 
tions,  it  is  presumed,  may  be  sufficient.  Nov, 
sir,  the  answer  to  the  question  to  which  I  re- 
ferred some  time  ago,  will  be  ^ven : 

Answer.  They  cannot;  for  the  ^i>ods  are 
not  under  his  control,  and  no  provision  has 
been  made  by  law  for  him,  in  such  case,  to  eater 
the  warehouse  of  the  merchant,  and  take  awa; 
the  goods  to  be  appraised. 

Q.  May  not  the  eighteen  packages,  as  soon  as 
they  are  luided,  be  sent  by  the  consif^ee  to  auc- 
tion, and  sold) 

A.  They  not  only  may  be,  but  frequentiy 
are,  put  on  board,  of  packets  or  steamboatfl 
direct  from  the  ship,  and  forwarded  to  the 
purchaser,  owner,  or  ultimate  consignee. 

Q.  What  remedy  has  the  Governibent  other 
than  by  adding  the  penalty  of  fifty  per  cent, 
and  that,  too,  though  the  goods  are  invoiced  at 
one-fourth  of  their  value  f 

A.  The  Government  has  no  remedy — not 
even  that  which  you  seem  to  suppose  it  to  have; 
for  the  fifty  per  cent,  cannot  be  added  until  the 
goods  are  examined,  appraised,  and  declared  to 
have  been  invoiced  below  their  tme  value. 

This  answer  has  reference  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  referred  in  the  former  part  of 
my  remarka. 

Q.  Does  not  each  package  of  woollens  usu- 
ally contain  goods  of  different  qualities  and 
value,  often  varying  in  the  invoice  price  from 
fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  or 
more,  in  tbe  square  yard ) 

A.  They  do.  Of  late,  whole  packages  are 
frequentiy  invoiced,  all  at  one  price  per  yard. 

On  this,  (s^d  Mr.  M.,)  h«  would  give  »  brictf 
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explanatioD  u  to  tba  effects.  B7  inoladlng  in 
th«  same  invoioe  different  qoaimes  of  clotba, 
and  tiita  imtking  so  sveraga  of  the  price,  the 
wbole  package  is  broogbt,  for  instanoe,  under 
the  dollar  minimtun,  and  charged  with  dntj  as 
baviiig  cost  a  dollar  the  aqnare  yard.  The 
effect  is  obTiooo.  By  pladog  in  a  package  a 
few  pieoea— fire  or  lix,  oorting  not  more  than 
fiiFt7'-fiv«  or  sixty  cents  the  square  yard,  the 
ataa  package  ma;  be  oompleted  with  goods 
which  cost  above  one  dollar  the  aqoore  yard. 
Hid  legally  ohargeBble  with  dnty  as  having  cost 
two  dollars  and  fiitj  cents,  whereas  the  whole 
paeluge  is  charged  with  dnty  as  havipg  coat 
one  doUar  the  sqaare  yard.  The  result  is,  tiiat 
goods  costing  fifty-flve  or  siitj;  cents,  and  leoal- 
]y  chargeable  witL  dnty  bs  having  cost  a  doflar, 
■re  employed  to  bring  down  onder  the  dollar 
ndaimom  goods  that  should  be  charged  as 
baving  cost  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The 
evamoa  is  so  plain,  that  Airther  conunent  is 
totally  unnecessary. 

Q.  Wliat  evidence  does  the  sample  package 
sffcwd  of  the  quality  and  aotnal  valne  of  the 
other  packages  mcladed  in  the  invoice  I 

A.  None  at  all ;  nor  does  it  afford  any  evi- 
dence of  the  quantity  beyond  tbis — that  if  a 
man  is  foimd  hwiast  in  one  transaction,  it  is  a 
fur  preanmption  of  his  integrity  in  others. 

Q.  Is  there  good  ground  to  believe  that 
inroioBS  are  made  ont  in  fraad  of  law,  bj 
some  agent  of  tlie  owner  in  Hew  York,  witb- 
ODt  the  direction  or  knowledge  of  the  owner 
himself? 

A,  No  donbt  bat  that  ftandnlent  invoices 
are  made  out  in  New  York ;  they  have  been 
d^ected  by  the  appearance  of  the  writing, 
paper,  &c.  Latterly  it  lias  Iwoome  more  difii- 
colt  to  detect  those  cases  from  the  appearance 
of  the  invoice,  as  the  paper  is  sent  oat  with  the 
cspticm  either  engraved  or  written  in  Europe. 

The  committee  (aaid  Mr.  U.)  can  at  once  see 
the  operation  of  the  existing  laws,  which  1 
hare  preeented,  l>oth  on  revenoe  and  manufao- 
tnrea.  One  package  in  twenty  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  ^praisers,  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
enunent  have  do  control  over  the  remainder, 
bat  they  are  scattered  to  the  fonr  winds.  They 
are  beytwd  the  reach  of  QovemmenL  The 
dnty  is  therefore  pud  on  the  nineteen  packages, 
according  to  the  mvoice  price,  let  the  entry  be 
ever  so  frandnlenL  If  the  appraisers  should 
find  that  the  sample  package  was  invoiced  at 
fifty  per  cent.  b«iow  aotnal  cost,  that  single 
package  alone  can  be  made  subject  to  the 
penalty.  It  is  dear  that  this  might  be  wholly 
sacrifioed,  and  the  importer  would  still  gtun  a 
profit  But,  as  I  shall  explain  hereafter,  that 
single  package  is  in  no  danger,  according  to 
tfae  practice  of  the  appraisers.  It  has  seldom 
CH-  never  happened  that  they  have  made  an 
^ipraisement  by  which  any  penalty  has  been 
iDP.nrred.  Bach,  sir,  are  the  facilities  which 
exist  under  onr  laws,  for  the  commission  of 
Crand  and  evasion.  The  door  is  as  wide  open 
as  ^le  warmest  advooates  of  free  trade  could 
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desire.    It  would  be  marvellons  if  they  did  not 
occasionally  pass  throngh  it. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  fiicilities 
have  been  pointed  out,  have  been  well  im- 

Cved,  and  describe  the  means  which  have 
n  employed.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  a 
full  development  of  all  the  evasions  can  be 
made.  Thoae  concerned  are  not  among  the 
most  ready  to  make  disclosures.  But  I  am  in 
possession  ot  some  facts  which  moat  clearly 
show  that  fraud  and  evasion  do  exist,  and  how 
they  are  managed.  The  ship  Bilas  Richards 
entered  New  York  last  spring.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  many  of  the  goods  imported  in 
that  veesel,  as  in  all  others,  would  be  found 
invoiced  with  a  view  to  evade  the  leeal  duties. 
A  rigid  examination  was  deaired  ana  allowed, 
and  anspioions  were  fully  realised.  I  have 
before  me  a  letter  addressed  to  the  collector  ot 
New  York,  signed  by  several  of  the  most 
respectable  merchants  of  that  city,  which  will 
explain  the  result  of  that  examination.  The 
namee  will  be  given  to  any  member  of  the 
committee  who  may  deure  to  see  them.  I  will 
read  what  may  be  material. 

"New  York,  9th  July,  18i9. 
Deaz  Hia:  We  were  inriled  »  few  days  since  to 
eiuuine,  It  the  public  store,  a  quantity  of  bnud- 
clotbs,  just  imported  in  the  ship  ^lis  Richards,  and 
which,  ire  were  ioformed,  were  invoiced  at  leas 
than  one  dollar  per  square  yard.  After  a  careful 
examination  of  seTcral  balm  ef  said  goods,  we  are 
decidedly  of  the  opinion,  that,  althongh  a  few  [uecee 
in  each  bale  m[gbt  possibly,  under  tbp  present  ex- 
treme depreMOD  of  trade,  have  been  traught  in  Eng- 
land at  a  dollar  per  square  yard,  yet  that  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  them  could  not  have  cost  leas  than  one 
dollar  twenty-five,  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
square  yard.  We  have  been  iafornied  that  theee 
goods  bare  been  admitted  to  an  entry  with  an  ad- 
dition of  but  nine  per  cent,  to  the  invoice,  and  that 
this  addition  will  bring  bat  a  few  pieces  of  them 
over  the  minimum  of  a  dollar  per  square  yard.  We 
are  also  informed,  that,  of  the  two  a|^raisen  called 
in  to  say  what  addition,  if  any,  ehould  be  made  to 
the  invoice,  one  was  an  agent  of  the  British  mano- 
&ctarers,  who  is  constautly  receiving  and  selling 
lai^  quantities  of  cloth  at  auction,  the  other  an 
auctioneer,  both  of  whom  have  a  strong  interest  in 
passing  eoodB  at  the  cnstom-hoiise  at  leu  than  ikeir 
value.  Now,  sir,  as  we  are  constantly  in  the  buu- 
ness,  and  have  been  for  years  past,  of  purchasing  in 
England  for  cash,  On  Our  own  account,  or  of  re- 
ceiving goods  to  sell  on  account  of  our  friends,  and 
feeling  confident,  as  we  do,  that  the  goods  referred 
to  were  invoiced  at  from  twenty  to  fifty  per  cenL 
below  their  value,  we  canuot  refrain  from  most  re- 
spectfully inquiring  if  it  be  true  that  but  mne  per 
cent,  has  been  added  to  the  invoice,  thereby  screen- 
ing the  owuer  from  the  penalty  wbicb  would  have 
been  Incurred  had  ten  per  cent,  been  added,  and 
still  leave  the  consignee  to  pay  a  duty  of  but  forty 
eents  per  square  yard  on  the  principal  part  of  these 
gooda.  If  it  be  ao,  our  fHends  and  we  must  aban- 
don  the  bu^ess  of  importing  cloths,  for  we  are 
paying  a  duty  of  One  dollar  per  square  yard  on  the 
same  quality  of  cloth,  as  a  large  proporUoo  of  the 
gooda  in  question  are,  while  the  foreigner  is  sending 
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them  in  and  pajing  bat  fbrtf  oenu  per  equare  jard. 
Wa  deem  It  a  dutj  we  owe  to  our  GoverniiieDt,  as 
well  u!  onreelTes,  most  respectful];  to  proteM  against 
auch  acaurseafbuBinega;  a  course  nUch  has  driven 
many,  and  will  drire  ever;  bonest  man,  out  of  the 
importing  buanen,  and  by  wMch  OorenuneDt  ii 
defrauded  of  the  revenne. 
SlMDEL  SwtBTworr,  Esq., 

CoUtttmr,  Sx.  yew  Tori." 

I  Btaall  DOW  proceed  to  give  the  committee  a 
few  inBtanoefl,  out  of  hundreds  I  possess,  of 
eTSMons  of  our  taws,  and  the  numner  hy  which 
thej  are  accomplished.  H7  aDthorit;  is  de- 
rived from  most  respectable  merchants  of  New 
York.  I  shall  not  use  their  names  on  this 
occa^on,  in  pablio  debate.  I  see  no  necesnty, 
at  present,  to  make  the  designation ;  yet  tbey 
wiD  not  be  withheld,  on  the  application  of  any 
gentleman  of  the  committee  who  desires  to  see 
them.  I  diall  read  the  printed  statements 
which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands.  The 
aothNitioitj,  I  am  oonfldent,  cannot  be  denied. 
1^  anthority,  as  I  have  before  stated,  is  ready 
to  be  disclosed. 

"  A  dealer  nf  this  city  purchased  at  auction  a  case 
of  goods,  which  were  sold  entitled  to  debenture. 
Having  made  preiions  purchases  of  the  same  kind 
of  goods  at  prirale  sale,  and  being  thos  acquainted 
with  the  original  cost  at  the  place  of  manufacture, 
be  could  Judge,  with  considerable  accuracy,  what 
amount  of  debenture  they  would  yield  to  him  on 
their  shipment  to  a  foreign  port.  After  making  the 
necessary  enlriea  at  the  custom-boose,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ^ipment,  he  was  much  surprised  to  Snd  the 
amount  of  debenture  so  small ;  and,  on  a  further 
examination,  found  that  this  wbs  owing  to  the  very 
low  price  at  which  the  goods  bad  been  entered  at 
the  cnatom-house.  It  appeared  strange  to  him  that 
one  foreign  importer  should  be  able  to  buy  the 
same  artide  in  the  same  market  thirty  to  thirty-flve 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  another,  both  having  receiv- 
ed the  same  kind  of  goods  by  the  same  vessel.  To 
test  the  matter,  however,  as  to  the  actual  cost  of 
the  goods  in  question,  a  pattern  was  cut  from  sev- 
eral of  the  pieces,  Bpecif^ing  the  number  and  length, 
the  vessel  by  which  tbey  had  been  received,  &c.,  &c. 
These  pattenis  were  sent  to  Europe,  to  the  place 
where  the  goods  were  made  and  purchased,  and 
Tery  particular  directions  were  givea  to  ascertain 
the  actual  coat  paid  by  the  agent  of  the  importer. 
The  information  returned  was  of  the  most  posUive 
and  unquestionable  character.  It  stated,  among 
several  particuiars  of  minor  considera^on,  the  time 
when  Che  goods  were  bought,  by  whom,  and  of 
whom  they  were  bought,  and  the  exact  net  price 
paid  for  tbem.  The  result  was  (as  anticipated  by 
jedgea)  that  they  actually  cost  the  importer  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  he  bad  paid  duty 
on  at  the  custom-house." 

"  i.  merchant  of  tbte  city  happened  to  go  into  the 
store  of  an  importer,  who  does  the  bulk  of  his 
busineaa  by  auction,  and  seeing  a  package  of  dedr- 
able  goods,  inquired  the  price  of  it.  The  invoice 
was  exhibited,  through  a  mistake  of  tbe  importer. 
It  happened  to  be  that  by  wliicb  tbe  goods  bad 
been  entered  at  the  custom-bouse,  and  by  which 
they  bad  paid  the  duty.  It  was  at  least  thirty-five 
pec  cent,  less  tbnn  many  other  importers  paid  for 
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ie  same  descrip^on  of  goods  at  tbe  same  time.  As 
proof  of  this,  and  to  try  whether  the  cost  eihib- 
ed  was  fictitious,  the  dealer  offered  to  the  importer 
twenty-Eve  per  cent,  profit  00  the  cost  eihibiled. 
This  was  refused,  with  bis  ssurance  that  at  that 
be  should  lose  money,  which  he  could  not  af- 
ford to  do.  Had  the  custom-house  invoice  been 
tbe  real  cost,  woold  he  have  refused  this  enormoua 
profit  f  This  act  siwaks  for  iieeii;  and  does  not 
need  further  elucidation.'' 

It  is  a  common  custom,  and  one  well  understood 
by  merobaots,  that  many  foreign  importers,  resilient 
in  this  country,  and  who  do  nearly  all  their  busineaa 
by  auction,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  receiving 
'  '0  invoices  of  each  parcel  of  goods.  One  of  these 
made  oat  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  is  oied  10  enter 
the  goods.  The  other  contains  tbe  sclua!  cost.  A 
foreign  importer,  by  accident,  sold  a  package  of 
goods  at  a  certain  advance  on  the  cost,  and  this 
cost  unfortunately  happened  to  he  that  by  whicb 
they  had  been  entered  and  tbe  dnties  paid.  Shortly 
after  making  tbe  sale,  he  discovered  that  be  had 
sold  the  goods  at  an  advance  on  the  fictitious  cost, 
:,  in  other  words,  on  the  custom-house  invoice. 
e  tberefbre  goes  to  tbe  bnyer,  and  informs  him 
that  he  had  made  this  mistake,  and  insists  that  he 
should  make  up  the  difference  between  the  actual 
and  &ise  cost.  The  buyer  who  had  got  a  good  bar- 
gain, and  was  much  surprised  at  the  novelty  of  this 
request,  refused  to  allow  any  thing,  and  informed 
bim  that,  if  he  persisted  in  this  claim,  he  would  go 
to  the  collector  of  tbo  customs  and  expose  him. 
Tbe  importer  was  prudent  enough  to  pocket  the  af- 
front, and  went  about  his  buriness ." 

Tbe  fbreirai  importers  of  woollen  goods  drive  an 
cmons  iTtae  by  means  of  auctions.  Indeed,  the  j 
scarcely  sell  any  thing  at  private  sale.  When  they 
do  BO,  their  invoices  are  never  ebown.  In  a  confl- 
deotial  conversation  (as  regards  names)  wilh  a  toan 
of  integrity,  dependent  on  a  clerk's  salary  for  sup- 
port, I  obtained  some  indght  into  the  manner  in 
which  these  woollen  dealers  manage  their  fraada. 
Tbe  coDiinon  custom  amongst  this  class  of  importera 
is,  to  enter  goods  on  an  invoice  made  out  eipresaly 
for  tills  purpose,  and  which  is  always  much  less  than 
the  actual  cost.  He  assured  me  that  he  never  made 
oat  a  custom-house  entry  but  from  an  invoice  of 
this  description,  during  the  time  that  he  had  been 
so  employed.  These  invoices  he  believes  to  be 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  at  least  under  the 
real  cost  at  the  place  of  manufacture. 

"As  a  proof  of  this,  and  most  concludvely  prov- 
ing that  goods  are  entered  at  tbe  custom-bouse  on 
spurious  invoices,  tbe  following  ikct  is  given  : 

"  A  {uece  of  broadcloth,  costjog  four  or  five  sbtl> 
lings  per  yard,  as  entered  at  tbe  custom-bousc,  and 
paying  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  under  the  old  tarifi; 
would  trequendy  be  bought  in  at  auction,  on  ao- 
oount  of  tbe  importer  and  owner,  at  two  dollars 
and  a  quarter  to  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  yardl 
Would  not  any  person  in  his  senses  gladly  sell  at 
this  price,  if  the  )»ece  of  clotb  did  not  actually  cost 
him  more  than  the  price  at  which  it  bad  passed  the 
custom-house,  and  on  which  the  duty  was  paidF 
This  fact  does  not  need  Airther  eiplanatlon." 

"Messrs. , merchants,  in  Pearl  street,  called 

on  a  commisuon  merchant  here  to  buy  bombasines. 
He  offered  Co  sell  tbem  at  cost  and  charges,  which 
be  supposed  would  be  uity-five  per  cent,  advance 
on  tbe  sterling  oust.  The  goods  were  shown,  and 
the  sterling  mvmce  exhibited  by   the  « 


Anai,lS8a] 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 

/Vault  B>  A>  CoUtdiM  of  Iw^ult,  fft. 


The  merchuits,  seeing  that  the  article  wu  cbirged 
low,  oflered  to  bnj  three  cues,  U  siiCj  per  cent, 
tdnitce.  This  offer  nt  aocepted.  Bad  the  goods 
wen  to  be  delirered.  The  buyers  uked  and  ob- 
ttjficd  the  privilege  of  Ukiog  the  balance  of  the  iu' 
TOicc,  (ibout  nine  oaeea,)  if,  on  eKftminatlon  of  the 
■jtide  at  Iheir  onn  stora,  their  impFeBsloni  of  the 
gooda  beisg  loir  charged  ihoutd  be  eoafinned. 
Abaat  in  hour  after  the  parchase  was  Diade,  the 
MkDnaa  iraited  on  the  buyers,  to  sa;  thit  the 
pMdB  coold  not  be  delirered,  ad  he  had  made  a 
miitaLe  in  selling  them  hjthe  wrong  inroioe.  The 
bajen  reidied  that  they  would  take  the  goods  bj 
Uk  prices  at  wMcb  thej  had  been  eatered  at  the 
cutam^iouae ;  but  the  oommissioa  merchant  ra- 
fdsed  thia,  saying  that  his  instructiona  were  to  sell 
tliem  at  m  adraoee  npoo  the  pricee  put  down  on 
itut  bad  the  form  of  an  inTOioe,  but  was  called  a 
'statement' of  twelve  cases  of  bombasines,  consigned 

to i&c,  JK;.,in  which  the  prices  were  charged 

oae  hundred  per  cent,  abore  the  inroioe  entered  at 
the  cnalom-house ;  that  is,  gooda  charged  in  the 
cutom-house  invoice  at  sixty  shillings  per  piece, 
were  pot  down  in  the  invoice  called  a  'statement,' 
■t  one  hundred  and  twenty  shillings. 

"  When  the  purchasers  remonstrated,  npon  his 
Kfuaal  to  deliver  the  three  oases  already  biougbt,  bo 
replied  that  it  was  onzeiieroaB  and  unjnet  to  desire 
a  conftnnation  of  a  sale  made  by  mistake  ;  and,  to 
cooTince  theni  that  the  purchase  would  be  a  good 
one  at  the  lUghest  pricea,  stated  thst  a  retsiiler,  who 
does  the  largest  business  in  this  city,  and  is  pre- 


I  irill  state  another  case,  for  whioh  I  bave 
tbentostnitqiiestionableanthoritf.  AtiEngliah- 
man,  who  has  resided  Id  New  York  for  a  niun- 
Iw  of  years,  and  was  b  very  large  receiver  of 
woollen  Kooda,  prmcipally  cloths,  all  of  which 
were  nild  at  aootion,  had,  some  time  last  npring, 
t  serious  miannderatanding  between  himself 
snd  his  chief  clerk,  wliich  resulted  in  some 
^Mlosnres  being  made  bf  the  clerk  to  the 
cnstom-hoDse,  and  he  fled  to  Oanada. 

lo  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  quarters  of 
the  year  1829,  there  were  imported  into  New 
Tnk  about  fife  thooeand  aollars'  worth  of 
woollens  above  the  foor  dollars'  roinimnm.  I 
We  reason  to  believe  that  one  person  alone 
bought  and  sold  a  greater  smomit  daring  the 
nme  time.  Again,  sir,  I  here  exhibit  samples 
of  broadciotha,  which  (and  I  have  the  best  an- 
tltarity  for  stating  it)  passed  the  castom-hDuBQ 
in  New  Tort  under  Uie  dollar  minimnm,  and 
xMin  the  Boston  market  at  five  dollars  the 
ram^  jsrd,  or  three  dollars  and  thirty-four 
carta  ^e  sqou^  ^ard.  I  leave  every  person  to 
Judge  if  gnch  goods  were  (airly  valued  in  the 
invciice,  and  p^d  the  legal  dnty.  A^un :  I 
Aali  now  refer  to  more  evidenoe.  I  offer  it  to 
Aow  what  is  the  impression  that  prevsilB 
amongst  the  most  inteSigent  citizens  of  New 
York  on  thia  subject.  I  will  read  an  extract 
ftom  a  paper  placed  in  onr  hands,  to  which  is 
•ttached  a  responsible  nsme — Jerorona  Johnson, 
fsmwriy  a  member  of  this  Honae.  He,  as  the 
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chairroan  of  a  most  respectable  and  intelligent 
body  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  by  them 
sanctioned,  made  the  following  pohlio  declara- 

"The  revenue  is  largely  and  systematically  de- 
frauded by  means  of  the  concealment  afforded  by 
auctions.  The  prooA  of  tbia  alarming  truth  are  so 
abundant,  that  It  has  lone  been  a  settled  poiot 
among  the  intelligent  merchants.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Keans,  from  the  same  conviction,  bave 
reported  the  present  bill,  which  does  not  t«i  pablio 
sales,  but  only  restores  those  responsibilities  and 
usages  which  formed  the  common  practice  of  im- 
portera  Iu  those  prosperous  tines  when  Smuggling 
was  unknown — before  auctions  had  destroyed  ng- 
olar  trade.  If  these  ussges  had  never  been  ioter- 
rupted,  many  mililons  would  have  beeo  saved  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  Formerly,  smug- 
gling, like  other  great  crimes,  was  of  rare  occur- 
rence, and  perpetrated  under  accidental  tempta- 
tions.  Jfow,  by  meana  of  auctions,  it  has  become  a 
system,  matured  in  all  its  parts,  with  a  mechanism 
as  carnally  adapted  to  its  purposes,  as  in  the  most 
regular  and  lawltil  oceupatloo. 

"  The  otBcers  of  the  customs  in  this  city,  whose 
experience  has  been  en  the  largest  scale,  and  who 
have  devoted  much  attention  to  this  subject,  con- 
cur in  the  o^ouions  and  facts  which  we  have  now 
slated." 

I  shall  remark  on  auctions  hereafter. 

I  now  appeal  to  every  gentleman  in  fbe 
least  acquainted  wit^  pnblio  opinion  in  New 
York.  Is  it  not  gMtwally  anderstood  that  oar 
laws  are  evaded !  Is  it  not  the  prevailing  im- 
pression of  the  oommniuty  that  the  revenne  is 
defranded — that  the  laws  of  the  country  ore 
violated,  and  this  In  the  most  flagrant  man- 
ner t 

Agun.  sir:  the  President  in  his  Uessage 
dearly  intimates  that  our  revenue  laws  are 
evaded,  I  know  that  he  is  anxions  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
we  are  informed  that  the  laws  are  evaded,  and 
that  the  attention  of  the  Government  is  re- 
qnired.  The  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  I  know,  is  perfectly  sotjsned  that  con- 
tinned  violations  of  onr  laws  take  place.  As 
a  faithM,  vi^^lant,  indefatigable  offioer,  he 
has  no  superior  onder  the  Government.  Be 
fearlessly  execntes  the  laws  to  the  extent  of  his 
power.  Give  me  such  men,  whatever  political 
power  controls  the  aSJairs  of  the  nation.  But  his 
anthoritj  is  deficient.    He  has  not  tbe  means. 

We  have  now  seen  how  affoirs  are  conducted 
at  the  custom-bonsa  how  invoices  are  made ; 
let  us  notice  what  takes  place  in  the  appraisers' 
office.  The  office  of  apprwser  was  created  by 
the  act  of  1818,  for  the  porpose  of  aiding  the 
collectors  of  the  revenne  in  tbe  prevention  of 
frauds.  The  office  was  provided  for  by  the  act 
of  162S,  and  has  continued  to  tbe  present  time. 
1  have  already  stated  the  proportion  of  ad 
valorem  goods  sent  by  the  collector  to  their 
charge,  that  is— one  package  out  of  every  in- 
voice at  least,  and,  if  more  are  oontunad  in  tha 
invoice,  at  least  one  package  In  twenty.    The 
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iqtpraUen,  u  has  been  stated,  require  tbe  in- 
Toioe  to  be  produced  before  they  decide  on  the 
Tsloe.  I  am  informed  bj  one  of  the  apprusers, 
that  the  Invoice  is  nsed  as  evidence  of  tAe  value 
of  the  goods  which  it  contains.  It  is  well 
known  that,  in  common  pracUoe,  it  is  the  only 
standard  of  valuation.  Not  more  than  seven 
or  nine  thousand  dollars  of  trooUen  goods  have 
been  found  bj  the  appraisers  undervalued  in 
the  invoice  for  the  year  psat^  althouffh  millions 
have  passed  through  the  onstom-hoiue.  A 
part,  if  not  all,  of  the  nnder-vala&tions  were 
discovered  bj  an  open  examination  of  Uie 
goods  imported  in  the  ship  Silas  Ricbuds,  to 
which  I  have  before  referred!  It  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  the  general  practice  of  the 
apprusera  to  take  the  invoioe  value  as  the  real 
value  on  which  duties  are  to  be  asseaaet' 
have  already  shown  how  invoices  for  the 

tom-bouse  are  prepared,  and  every  one 

judge  how  mach  omit  ^ould  be  ^ven  tbem. 
There  is  too  much  intelligence  in  this  committee 
to  require  any  further  explanation.  Under  ^e 
existing  state  of  things,  what  is  the  security  foe 
the  revenue  I  What  for  the  protection  intend- 
ed to  l>e  given  to  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
country  t  There  la  no  check,  no  barrier,  to  the 
unprincipled  adventurer.  The  door  is  thrown 
wide  open.  A  mammoth  might  pass  without 
touching  his  sides.  It  has  already  been  decided 
by  a  large  ni^ority  in  the  House,  that  Senator* 
and  members  of  Oongress  cannot  be  trusted  to 
compute  their  own  mileage— that  we  cannot 
trust  the  preeidina  officers  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives  with  the  appointment  of  a 
draughtsman.  If  so,  what  ore  we  to  think 
of  a  Liverpool  invoice ! 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  another  important  point  It  is  as  to  the 
nnmber  of  the  regular  American  importing  mer- 
chants engaged  in  the  woollen  trade  as  theirprio- 
cipal  business.  ThestoryisaBhorCnne.  It  is  the 
resnlt  of  an  anxious  inquiry.  Previous  to  the 
war,  the  woollen  trade  was  almost  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  our  own  merchants.  The  num- 
ber was  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  Boston, 
New  York,  Fbiladelphia,  and  Baltimore.  Of 
the  same  class  of  importers,  at  this  time,  about 
twenty.  As  I  am  ii^ormed  by  a  most  intelli- 
gent merchant,  there  were  in  Kew  York,  at  tihe 
period  to  which  I  have  alluded,  forty-three, 
whom  he  recollects ;  now  only  five.  One  of 
the  appndeers  recently  informed  me  that  there 
were,  st  least,  six  t  Buch  is  the  mysterious 
change  of  trade  in  the  great  emporium.  These 
remarks  are  in  a  great  degree  applicable  to  all 
American  merchants  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  European  trade.  If  they  have  not  yet  suf- 
fered as  much,  they  dearly  see  before  them  the 
secret,  silent,  &tal  approach  of  annihilation. 
The  strong  arm  of  Government  must  be  ex- 
tended to  their  rescue. 

Again,  sir :  What  is  tlie  condition  of  the 
American  merchant  t  No  better  illustration 
can  be  given,  than  what  is  contained  in  their 
repeated  memorials  to  Oongress,    To  one  at 


onr  fellow-citizens  of  Kew  York.  It  now 
remtuns  on  the  filee  of  this  Hbnse.  It  was  pre- 
sented in  1S20,  when  the  evils  of  which  Uiey 
complun  were  iar  less  withering  to  commer- 
cial enterprise  than  at  the  present  day.  I  will 
read  the  ponclnuon : 

"  Tour  memorialists  will  no  longer  detain  yonr 
bODorable  bodies  with  i  detail  of  the  evils  Bowing 
from  public  Halei — from  which  we  cui  never  be  re- 
lieved, until  our  merchants  ahsre  equally  in  oar  im- 
portations, nntil  every  tnder  is  held  nccountabte 
for  the  qiuliij  as  well  as  the  qoantjty  oT  hia  goods, 
and  integrity  in  dealinc  is  properly  nwarded  by 
bebg  considered  a  snfBcient  guaranty ;  that,  under 
a  sound,  equal,  and  permanent  system,  your  memo- 
rialists most  uncerely  believe  that  fabrics,  from 
whuterer  source  they  may  come,  will  be  improved, 
corruption  in  trade  will  be  diminished,  the  consnm- 
ere  throughout  tbe  land  will,  on  on  average,  bay 
cheaper,  the  farmer  will  be  better  paid  for  his  pro- 
duce, bankruptcies  will  be  less  frequent,  and  onr 
commercial  character  consequently  restored." 

This  is  language  common  to  all  the  memorials 
on  the  great  and  interesting  subject  of  auctions. 
They  all  apeak  of  cormptlou  in  trade,  andsuggest 
means  to  produce  a  restoration  of  commercial 
character.  All  know,  when  American  trade 
was  conducted  by  American  merchants,  their 
characters  stood  before  the  world  untarnished 
by  the  suspicion  of  cotmption.  At  home,  and 
abroad,  it  commanded  tbe  most  perfect  confi- 
dence and  respect.  Prices  were  steady,  profits 
uniform,  deception  unknown.  In  the  present 
confusion  of  business,  in  tbe  untiring  efforts  of 
foreigners  to  supplant  onr  own  merohauts,  and 
to  drive  them  out  of  employment  in  our  own 
country,  it  is  not  surprising  that  commercial 
character  should  havesnffered  in  public  estima- 
tion. The  present  state  of  trade  must  ra'odnoe 
this  effect,  however  pure  may  be  individual 
integrity  and  honor.  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
alarming  evils  which  exist,  are  supposed,  by 
tbe  mercantile  conununity  generally,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  auction  system.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  has  been  one  of  tbe  principal  causes  of 
ruin  and  desolation  to  a  high  and  elevated  class 
of  onr  merchants.  It  keeps  trade  in  perpetual 
change.  It  invites  to  the  most  ruinous  specn- 
lation.  It  affords  tbe  most  ready  fadUtiea  for 
violating  our  revenue  laws;  and,  above  all,  it 
tends  to  destroy  all  confidence  in  commercial 
reputation.  But  suppose  that  sales  at  auction 
are  abolished,  that  honest  and  honorable  mer- 
chants take  their  former  station.  Under  tbe 
existuig  law,  and  the  practice  of  the  custom- 
house, what  could  they  do  ?  Could  they  mea»- 
ire  consciences  with  Uie  maker  of  a  Liverpool 
nvoice  ?  Uust  they  not  yield  to  circum- 
itances,  or  again  be  ruined!  Something  else 
nost  be  done,  or  the  foreign  adventurer  will 
command  our  trade.  The  sultject  of  auctions 
able  hands.  It  is  a  great  canse — it  is  a 
cause.  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  | 
well  Bustuned  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  ^ 
have  it  in  charge. 
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Now,  dr,  we  will  oonaider  how  the  woollen 
tavda  is  carried  on.  With  this  snbjeot  all  are 
bnuUsr.  In  New  York,  as  well  as  in  most  of 
our  eitiea,  woollen  goods  ore  generftllj  sold  on 
finttgn  aocoTint.  Aa  near  aa  I  can  aaoertain; 
fonr-tiftha ;  man  j  sappoae  niae-teatltB.  Part  la 
cooagaed  to  Amerioaamerohanta;  a  great  pro- 
portian  ia  in  the  care  of  fordgn  agente.  Thej 
come  here  to  anperinteod  the  sale — have  no 
ialereat  in  the  comitr; — take  the  place  of  the 
Amencan  merchant — tnanj,  it  is  said,  live  in 
omts,  make  oat  invoicaa  for  the  onatom- 
Eoaae— flnbliah  esBajs  on  free  trade — gather  up 
tlie  apoua  and  profita  of  boaineas — abnae  the 
Gorerament,  and — go  home.  After  all,  thej 
are  not  BO  mnch  to  blame,  if  we  continne  to 
nod  BBBMit.  But,  under  this  state  of  things, 
ire  all  see  that  oar  own  merchants  are  com- 
pelled to  perform  a  miserable  part  The;  have 
to  wait  the  motion  of  their  masters  at  the  ano- 
tii»  room.  They  are  acdve,  intelligent,  entor- 
pnaing;  why  are  thej  driven  £rom  trade  t 
Thej  cannot,  will  not,  dare  not,  reeort  to  means 
which  those  who  reside  abrou  are  ready  and 
willing  to  Qse. 

Now,  tir,  flhiaU  we  rafEMr  moh  a  state  of  things 
is  ha*  and  tiU  coatinne,  nnleaa  checked,  to 
[vodaoe  audi  oonaeqnencea?  Is  it  aonnd  polio; 
to  allow  traorient,  wandering  foreigners  to 
uup  that  employment  which  belongs  to  the 
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oosfiitent  with  just  national  feelings  to  permit 
tlie  great  commercial  interests  of  this  conntry 
to  be  controlled  by  foreigners)  When  I 
illode  to  foretgoera,  I  mean  those  whose  home 
is  abroad ;  whoee  allegiance  still  chuna  them 
to  another  country.  In  short,  air,  I  wish 
te  aee  Amerioan  merohanta  transacting  Amer- 
'lean  bnsnese.  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when 
thia  will  be  aeoomplished ;  when  our  mer- 
cltuts  will  oooupy  their  former  standing 
in  the  estimation  of  thia  country  and  the 
world.  We  have  of  late  heard  much  of  the 
transcendent  importance  of  navigation— of  ahip- 
bdUing.  I  respeot  its  valae  aa  mnch  aa  any 
one  riioald.  Bnt  I  hod  rather  see  all  we  re- 
Niie  from  shroad  introduced  by  foreign  navi- 
gRtiDo,  than  aee  the  internal  trade  of  the  conn- 
tr;  Gondnoted  by  foreign  agents.  I  had  rather 
h*™  for  the  country,  a  ROod,  anbatantial,  up- 
right, Peaii  street  meroBant,  than  the  brat 
liTBrpoiri  packet  that  ever  sailed.  We  can 
brehoth. 

It  is  oonstantly  alleged  by  many,  that  the 
en^og  of  our  revenue  laws  are  caused  by  the 
Ugh  protecting  dnties  imposed  by  the  tarifis 
of  18S4  and  18S8.  To  this  subject  I  would  call 
tbe  attention  of  the  committee.  The  charge 
t)  etroaeona.  Evasions  of  oar  revenue  laws 
^listed  to  a  greater  extent  previous  to  the 
pisage  of  those  acta.  Under  the  mild  and 
■Doderate  tariff  of  1816 — a  tariff  lower  than 
W  bMi  proposed  by  the  warmest  opposer 
rf  the  jH^teoting  system  during  the  present 
rarioQ,  the  moat  flagrant  evasions  were  known 
(0  exist.    They  cannot  be  better  explained, 
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than  by  a  reference  to  tho  report  of  Ur.  Oraw- 
ford  in  1818,  while  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

He  says,  after  sllnding  to  the  course  of  trade, 
"  there  is  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  it  is 
ouatomary,  in  importations  of  thia  nature,  to 
send  with  the  merchandise  an  invoice  consider- 
ably below  the  actnal  cost,  by  which  the  entry 
is  made  and  the  duties  secured.  Another  in- 
voice, at  or  above  the  actual  cost,  is  forwarded 
to  a  different  person,  with  instrootidns  to  take 
and  sell  the  goods  by  such  invoice."  This  prac- 
tice, aa  I  have  Ailly  shown,  still  oontinuea ;  and 
if  it  has  increased,  it  arises  only  from  improved 
skill  and  experience.  Oonstsnt  practice  makes 
the  trade  more  perfect  If  the  tariff  of  1816 
had  remained  unchanged,  foreigners  would 
have  gained  the  advantages  they  now  possess. 
We  a^  aee  in  all  the  memori^  agtunst  auc- 
tions from  commercial  oities,  as  early  as  1820, 
the  most  frightful  f^uds  on  the  revenue  are 
described.  It  makes  little  or  no  difference 
whether  the  duties  are  twenty  or  fifty  per 
cent. ;  the  same  relative  advantagea  exist  in 
favor  of  the  foreigner.  That  Is,  he  dares  verify 
an  invoice  In  Liverpool,  that  an  honest  Amer- 
ican merchant  dares  not  do  in  New  York.  If 
the  invoice  ia  made  out  in  this  oonntry  by  an 
agent,  he  can  swear  as  to  hia  belief  of  the  oost 
abroad — the  American  merchant,  who  pur- 
chasea,  doee  know  the  actual  cosl^  and  honesty 
will  require  him  to  declare  truly — if  he  does  not 
possess  bonesty,  danger  will  compel  him.  He  ia 
within  the  reach  of  oar  own  laws  where  peijury 
is  sometimes  noticed.  But  yoa  cannot  reach  the 
person  who  awears  telaeHj  to  an  invoice  in  a 
foreign  country.  There  he  la  perfectiy  Baf<&. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  foreign  valuation  ia 
the  rotten  part  of  our  aystent.  But  so  it  ia, 
and  we  most  make  the  best  of  it. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  allude  to  the  effects  wUoh 
fraud  and  evasion  must  have  had  on  the  reve- 
nue. The  amount  of  ad  valorem  gooda  im- 
ported into  the  port  of  New  York,  for  each  of 
the  last  ten  years,  at  the  invoice  price,  will  not 
vary  much  from  twenty-five  milliona  of  doUem; 
the  whole  amount,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  average  rate  of  duty  may 
be  estimated  at  twenty-five  per  cent  The 
amount  of  doty  for  ten  years  wotild  be  aixty- 
two  million  five  hundred  thouaanddollars.  we 
have  already  seen  how  goods  are  valued  in  the 
invoice — the  low  price  at  which  they  pass  the 
custom-house.  The  average  cannot  be  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  real  cost  or  valae  in  the 
foreign  market.  Qooda  which  oost  abroad 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, have  been  invoiced  at  one-third  less  than 
the  cost.  This  would  amount  to  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions,  as  I  have  stated,  on 
which  duties  have  been  pud.  Duties  should 
have  been  paid  on  the  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollar^  which  wonld 
have  produced  ninety-three  million  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  instead  of  sixty- 
two  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a 
difference  of  thirty-one  miUioD  two  hnndiM 
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and  fiftjr  UionsaQd  dollars.  This  in  the  port  of 
New  Tork  alone.  I  am  readj  to  admit,  that  if 
the  lairs  had  been  tuHj  enforced,  the  importa- 
tion of  many  articles  would  have  dimlniahed, 
jet  the  Treasury  would  have  gtuned  millions, 
and  the  domestic  icduBtij  of  the  nation  wonld 
have  been  seoared.  1  wilt  pass  to  anotlier 
topio — Bmnggling. 

When  any  charae  is  made  that 
evaded  through  the  costom-honse,  the  017  of 
smnggliDg  la  raised  from  a  certain  quarter.  If 
a  foreign  agent  presents  his  well-made  invoice 
— good-loolting  invoice — to  the  collector,  and 
the  collector  has  some  donhts  whether  all  is 
right,  yonmirfit  wellsappose  he  wonld  say,  sir, 
can  yoD  think  I  would  do  any  thing  wrong  I 
■ffill  I  cheat,  air!  Smuggling,  yon  may  de- 
pendj  sir,  is  carried  on  only  on  the  northern 
frontier.  There  is  the  place  to  look  for  rognea; 
I  am  honesL  Mischief  is  on  the  northern  troa.- 
tiera;  that  ia  the  place.  If  he  preaents  an  in- 
voice that  would  make  the  spirit  of  mischief 
blush,  he  declares  that  he  ishonest;  smuggling 
is  only  found  on  the  northern  fronuer.  Bo  his 
invoice  passes.  Newspapers  opposed,  all  op- 
posed to  the  protecting  policy,  testify  that  no 
evasions  take  place,  except  on  the  northern 
frontier;  everywhere  else,  all  perfectly  honesti 
This  is  a  ca^pital  way  to  escape. 

Now,  (said  Ur.  U.,)  I  have  taken  mnoh  puns 
to  learn  the  tmth  of  this  matter.  T  have  re- 
sorted to  every  source  of  information ;  to  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  to  our  merchanta,  to  all 
who  are  best  acoounted  with  the  conrse  of  the 
Canada  trade.  The  charge  is  wholly  incorreot, 
that  illicit  trade  in  that  quarter  makes  any  im- 
pression on  the  revenae  or  market.  There  may 
be  along  the  lines  a  little  petty  dealing,  that 
wonld  ^ways  exist  wheliier  duties  were  high 
or  low.  Efforts  bave  been  made  on  a  large 
scale.  They  bave  been,  and  will  be,  nnscccesa- 
ful.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  great  marta 
for  the  northern  merchants  are  New  York  and 
Boston.  When  they  go  into  market,  they  ob- 
tain a  taU  assortment  for  the  aeoaon.  A  few 
pieces  of  woollen  goods  are  all  that  each  mer- 
chant may  want.  There  can  be  no  motive  for 
smuggling.  It  cert^ly  con  be  no  great  object 
to  the  foreigner  to  smnggle  cloths  to  a  small 
extent.  If  to  a  large  amount,  of  course  he  must 
aend  bis  goods  to  the  seaboard  market.  His 
gooda  are  exposed  to  the  weather,  to  damage, 
to  expense  and  seiznre.  Beaidee,  in  the  coun- 
try any  movement  out  of  the  nsnal  way  is  ob- 
served. Curiosity  is  excited.  If  mischief  ia 
on  foot,  it  will  he  dlacovered.  Again,  sir,  Qie 
people  in  that  part  of  the  Uiuon  are  fhendly  to 
our  domestic  policy.  The  farmer  and  mann- 
facturer  are  awake.  Here  is  a  great  eecnrity. 
y<n  miKht  as  well  smuggle  straw  as  broad 
cloths.  In  great  porta,  like  New  Tork,  where 
all  is  bustle  and  confusion,  illicit  trade  is  com- 

|>arativcly  safe.  Yon  might  smuggle  a  ship 
oad  there  more  easily  than  you  could  send  a 
wagon  load  from  Oanada  to  the  same  place. 
After  the  passage  of  the  tariff  in  1828,  in  Eng- 
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land  smuggling  was  practised  on  a  lai^  scale 
across  the  lines.  The  attention  of  Government 
was  colled  to  that  subject.  AmtHig  other  pre- 
cautions, a  confidential  and  most  intelligent 
agent  was  appointed  to  observe  the  operations 
of  trade  on  the  northern  frontier.  Prom  him, 
sir,  I  have  a  statement,  which  fully  and  am^y 
sustaiiu  what  I  have  mentioned  before.  He 
has  ascertained  that  our  exports  to  the  Oanada 
market,  for  the  year  182B,  amounted  to  two 
million  forty-four  thonaond  dollars.  That  near 
two  millions  of  this  have  been  paid  for  in  speda, 
or  drafts,  in  fkvor  of  our  exporters,  on  our  sea- 
board cities,  mostly  on  New  York,  If  required, 
a  full  detul  could  be  giveo.  I  well  recollect, 
on  a  former  occasion,  the  same  charge  was 
made.  It  was  aaid  on  this  floor  that  we  ex- 
ported onnaally  about  two  millions  to  Canada, 
wo  paid  duties  on  a  small  amount  of  importa- 
tions, and  smuggled  the  balance  in  returns.  It 
HO  happened,  that,  when  the  charge  was  mode, 
I  had  in  my  possession  evidence  that  one  house 
alone  in  New  York  had,  annually  for  three 
years,  accepted  and  paid  drofta  to  the  amoont 
of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  Canada  trade. 
Then,  I  hope  the  fears  of  smugglers  on  the 
frontiers  may  be  quieted,  for  the  present  at  least 
I  will  now  advert  to  another  point.    The 

Cple  in  the  interior  of  the  conntry  have  never 
a  aware  of  the  miachiefe  that  have  been 
practised  at  the  cnstom-hoose.  The  Govern- 
ment has  not  been  AiUy  apprised  of  them  nntil 
lately.  Darkness  had  enveloped  them.  Strong 
reasons  exist.  Let  ns  look  at  them  plainly. 
Twenty-five  milliona  a  year  of  ad  valorem  goods 
imported  into  New  York ;  in  the  market,  worth 
thirty-five  to  forty  millions;  three-fourths,  per- 
haps nine-tenths,  owned  by  formgners,  hosiJl& 
I  repeat,  to  our  policy,  intent  on  gain,  and 
using  every  eiertioD  to  save  the  last  tarthinir. 
Here  is  a  cordon  aroand  the  custom-house.  If 
any  power  on  earth  con  overawe  a  Department 
of  the  Government,  here  it  is.  Yon  can  see  it, 
if  yon  have  thd  least  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture. If  its  officers  perform  their  duty,  they 
are  assailed ;  they  are  represented  as  harsh 
and  tyrannicoL  I  will  give  an  instance.  The 
present  collector  of  New  York — I  wish  aU  offl- 
oets  of  the  Government  were  as  faithful — 
knowing  that  goods  were  dispersed  in  all  direo- 
tions  beaore  the  appraisers  had  made  thmr  re- 
port, on  the  sample  package,  required  of  the 
importer  the  following  umple  obligatioa  : 

.  that  ill  or  any  part  of  the 
merchaDdise  mentioned  in  the  annexed  estry  shall, 
the  tequeit  of  the  collector,  be  immediately  de- 
livered up  for  examination  by  the  public  appnis- 


The  object  of  this  was,  to  have  imported 
goods,  in  some  d^ree,  under  his  control,  in 
case  fraud  should  be  discovered  in  the  sample 
package.  This  made  such  uproar  that  he  was 
comp^ed  to  abandon  it.  This  was  too  muoh 
free  trade  to  endure.    Forrigoers  deoUred 
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that  th«  collector  was  unfit  for  the  office,  be 

Sre  aach  anneoeBBarr  tronble.  Under  ezistiog 
VB  acd  aBtoMiahed  {>raotioe,  Liverpool  baa 
i^Malod  our  reveane  Ibwb  in  New  York.  Yigi- 
lant  and  honest  offioera  cannot  prevent  it.  Ther 
]i«ve  not  the  force,  the  aid  that  is  reqaired. 
Government  alone  can  afford  a  remedy.  The 
bni  nnder  convderatioo  ia  intended  to  accom- 
pliih  a  part  at  leasL  I  hope  BomethiDK  may 
be  done.  The  interior  of  the  coontry  have  a 
deep  interest  in  thid  matter.  The  custom-boose 
belongs  to  tlie  nation.  It  belongs  to  Ohio,  to 
Eentockj,  aa  mooh  as  the  city  of  New  York. 
Ve  have  the  power  to  correct  aboses.  Let  it 
be  need. 

I  will  now  proceed  tooonaiderthe  proTieiona 
of  the  bin  before  the  committee.  It  is  confined 
to  woollens.  The  committee  did  not  wish  to 
propoae  any  meBsares,  except  when  required 
oj  dear  and  palpaUe  necessity.  One  of  the 
gj«St  objecta  of  tie  tariff  of  1828  waa  to  pro- 
tect the  woollen  maanfacturer.  At  the  time^ 
it  was  ftared  and  believed  bj  many  that  the 
ddlar  minimnm  wonld  destroy  all  intended 
benefib  As  it  passed  this  House,  the  duty  was 
q>edfic.  In  the  Senate,  the  dnty  was  changed 
to  ad  valorem.  Yet,  by  a  most  erroneous  de- 
cinon  of  Mr,  Becretary  Rush,  the  ad  valoreni 
principle  was  not  allowed  to  apply.  The  ten 
per  cent,  in  addition  to  invoice  cost  was  dig- 
allowed,  which  most  materially  diminished  the 
intended  protection.  This  affected  the  fabrics 
eomposed  of  the  raw  material  which  ia  pro- 
dnoed  by  oar  farmers  in  the  greatest  abundaiioe. 
They  have  been  made  to  anffer,  even  more  thui 
the  maonfactorer.  All  that  is  now  asked,  oU 
that  is  homblr  KMjnired,  la.to  give  really,  hon- 
eetJy,  in  good  &itb,  what  the  Government  has 
promised,  pledged  itself  to  give.    That  ia  all. 

The  fint  sactjon  provides  for  having  a  copy 
of  the  invoice  delivered  to  the  collector.  This 
is  indi^ienBable  for  the  correct  estimate  of  dn- 
tiea,  as  well  as  a  guard  agonal  frauds.  The 
Talne  trf  this  is  admitted  by  the  cnstom-hoDse 
and  Treasnry  Department. 

The  second  section  requires  that  woollen 
goods  should  be  plaoed  in  tlie  pnbUe  store. 
The  object  is  ^parent  It  is  for  the  pnrpose 
of  giving  power  to  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
meat  to  keep  them  safe  until  the  legal  duties 
are  asoertmned.    Our  revenue  laws  now  re- 
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cnlty;  the  del^  trifling.  It  will  operate  equal- 
ly; no  advanta^  will  be  given  in  the  mukeC 
by  any.    The  rights  of  the  Qovemment  will  be 

Tike  third  Bection  provides  for  the  examina- 
tioa  of  the  goods  by  the  appraiseraJ  It  reqnirea 
that  they  Bhonld  be  marked  with  the  evidence 
of  the  minimnm  claas  to  which  they  belong,  and 
DO  which  dnties  shonld  l>e  paid.  In  this  there 
will  be  no  difficulty.  Zvery  eaak  of  wine  and 
^irits  b  examined  and  marked.  Every  chest 
md  box  of  tea  is  examined-  whether  it  contjuns 
five  pounds,  or  two  hnnored.    Every  bar  of 


iron  ia  weighed;  every  bushel  of  salt  measured. 
Every  piece  of  cloth  can  as  well  be  examined, 
valued,  and  marked.  It  can  be  done  with'  the 
greatest  expedition.  It  will  be  a  great  secnrity 
ta  the  honest  merchant,  and  to  purchasers. 
Each  will  be  able  to  compare  qnalitfes  and 


rapidly  as  possible;  will  give  more  explicit  ex- 
planation when  desired.  As  to  measuring 
goods,  no  more  is  reqaired,  perhaps  not  as 
much  aa  is  required  by  the  law  of  1828.  The 
next  provision  of  importance  is  that  which  de- 
clares that  tbe  appraisement  shall  be  made 
without  the  invoice.  Their  value,  their  cor- 
rectness. I  have  described.  If  appraisers  un- 
derstand their  dnty,  3  fair  valuation  can  be 
made  without  the  invoice ;  if  they  do  not,  they 
should  be  discharged.  If  the  duty  cannot  be 
performed,  the  office  should  be  abolished.  With 
akill,  attention,  integrity,  the  Government 
would  bo  safe;  without  these  qualifications, 
their  employment  wonld  be  useless. 

The  greatest  objections  I  have  heard  arged 
against  the  bill  have  arisen  from  tbe  peualties 
to  be  incurred  in  cases  of  appraisement  above 
the  invoice  price.  I  do  not  Uiink  tboy  are  in- 
dispensable, and  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  submit 
a  motion  to  strike  them  out.  My  desire  is  to 
remove  all  the  objections  that  may  exist,  pro- 
vided the  main  object  is  accomplished.  ' 

The  fourth  section  contwns  but  one  altera- 
tion of  the  existing  law,  that  I  consider  mate- 
rial. By  the  revenue  laws  now  in  force,  when 
the  importer,  his  agent,  or  consignee  is  dissatis- 
fied with  an  appraisement,  he  may  require  a 
re-appraisement  In  such  cases  he  may  "employ 
two  respectable  resident  merchants,"  who,  wiut 
the  appraisers,  shall  re-examine  and  re-appraise 
the  goods  in  qnestion.  The  consequence  is  ob- 
vious. The  importer  will  empW  the  person 
most  favorable  to  his  interest.  Now,  sir,  the 
change  proposed  by  the  bill  is,  that  the  collec- 
tor ^all  appoint  the  merchants  to  be  associated 
with  die  appraisers  in  coses  of  re-appralsement. 
The  collector  is  bonnd  to  do  justice  to  all — to 
the  Government  as  well  as  to  individnals.  He 
acta  impartially.  It  is  known,  it  b  expected, 
that,  when  the  importer  employa  peraons  to 
join  the  appraisers,  he  will  select  those  the 
most  partial  to  bis  interests.  At  any  rate,  he 
has  the  power  to  do  so;  human  natnre  prompts 
it;  it  ifl  not  forbidden  by  the  law  or  the  doc- 
trines of  free  trade. 

The  filth  section  is  but  a  consequence  of  the 
one  preceding. 

The  aixth  section  provides  penaltiesfbr  coun- 
terfeiting and  changing  marks.  If  goods  ore 
marked,  as  is  provided  m  the  third  section,  this 
provision  is  necessary. 

The  seventh  section  is  important.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  Secretary'of  the  Treasury  shall 
assign  one  of  the  appraisers,  now  appointed,  to 
take  charge  of  the  goods  deposited  in  the  puolio 
store,  according  to  the  thlro  section  of  this  bill; 
and  that  tbe  Secretary  shall  appohit  aauBtanta 
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to  the  u)praisers,  for  the  parpose  of  Beomiog  a 
fall ,  and  &ithfnl  eieoatioii  of  the  laws.  It  is 
conaidored  bj  all,  it  ia  well  known,  that  more 
aid  is  required  at  the  cnstocj-hoaBe  ia  Sew 
Tork.  Considering  the  immense  business  done 
in  that  port,  the  appraising  department  is 
tota]l7  unable  to  perform  the  duties  b^  law 
required  to  be  perfurtned.  Farther  force  most 
be  allowed,  or  the  laws,  oven  as  ther  at  present 
exist,  cannot  be  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary  has  earnestly  recommended  this 
in  his  report  The  collector  of  New  York  con- 
Bidera  it  indispensably  nooessarj.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  were  filly  convinced 
that  nirther  aasiatance  should  be  given.  Since 
the  bill  was  reported,  as  an  individual  member, 
I  have  become  satisfied  a  more  efficient  arrange- 
ment may  be  made,  than  that  contMned  inUie 
bill.  It  is,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point an  additional  appraiser  for  the  port  of 
New  York;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  distribute  among  theappr^eeratbe  classes 
of  bugineas  to  be  by  each  performed.  One  can 
be  assigned  to  the  examination  and  appraise- 
ment of  woollen  goods ;  one  to  hardware  and 
other  articles ;  one  to  silks,  linens ;  indeed,  the 
distribution  may  be  made  in  such  way  as  that 
there  may  be  a  full  superintendence  over  all  ad 
valorem  goods.  This  can  be  arranged  as  the 
occasion  may  require.  Also,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint  such  number 
of  assistant  appraisers  as  the  public  service  may 
demand.  It  is  my  intention  to  submit,  on  a 
proper  occasion,  an  amendment  for  this  pm-- 
pose.  I  am  confident  it  is  the  Iwtter  plan,  and 
will  bettor  meet  the  views  of  the  Treasnry  De- 
partment as  contained  in  the  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  more  effectually  accomplish  the  object 
which  all  must  desire. 

I  will  now  eniiMn  the  ninth  section  of  ttie 
bill.  By  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of 
1828,  a  part  owner  residing  in  the  United  States 
may  verity  the  invoice.  Let  his  interest  be 
ever  so  small,  he  possesses  this  right.  It  may 
be  created  for  this  purpose.  The  great  object 
of  the  foreign  resident  is  to  pass  his  goods 
through  the  custom-house  aa  low  as  possible. 
He  sends  bis  goods  to  a  part  owner,  with  such 
representations  as  to  cost  aa  he  pleases,  with  a 
blank  invoice.  The  part  owner  m  this  country 
very  honestly  sweiirs  to  his  belief  of  the  value 
in  the  foreign  market  That  value  may  be  aa 
low  as  the  standard  of  his  conscience,  very  tow, 
as  low  as  will  pass  the  custom-house.  Very 
low,  Now,  if  invoices  are  worth  any  thing — 
and  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  when  made  by 
foreigners  they  are  not  worth  much — the  buy- 
ing partner  shonld  do  the  swearing,  and  not  the 
selling  partner.  The  buyermay  be  supposed  to 
know  the  price  Ijetter  than  the  seller. 

The  remainder  of  flie  bill  relates  to  the  dis- 
portion  of  the  penalties,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  the' Treasury  to  provide  regu- 
lations for  the  full  eieODtion  of  the  act  They 
are  the  usual  proviuons  in  our  revenue  laws. 


Kow,  sir,  I  hasten  to  a  coDclnaion.    I  have 

stated  that  our  revenne  and  protecting  laws  are 
evaded.  I  have  given  the  evidence.  The 
measure  proposed  contains  no  new  principle. 
The  otgect  is  to  enforce  what  the  Government 
has  decreed.  I  am  not  tenacioua  of  form. 
What  the  Oovemment  has  promised,  let  it  be 
fulfilled.  If  a  better  mode  can  be  devised,  it 
shall  have  my  hearty  concurrence.  The  ques- 
tion I  propose  ia,  shall  the  laws  of  the  conntry 
be  eiecated !  Every  gentleman  of  this  com- 
mittee will  consult  his  own  heart  Let  it  come 
home  to  bis  own  bosom.  Let  his  honest  con- 
science give  an  answer. 


Monday,  April  19. 

Death  of  AUxandar  Stnyth. 

The  journal  of  friday  having  been  read, 

Ur,  MoCoT,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  announced 

to  the  House  the  decease,  on  Saturday  last  of 

his  colleague,  (Ur.  ALKZA^rnKa  Butts.)    Mr. 

McO.  said,  the  character  of  the  deceased  was 

too  well  known  to  need  any  eulogy  fVom  him, 

and  he  would  content  himself  with  offering  the 

following  resolution: 

Raolved,  Ttiat  a  committee  Ce  appdnted  to  uJca 
order  for  auperiDtendiog  ihe  funeral  of  Alizuider 
SuTTH,  deccKSed,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from 
the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  resolution  was  unanlmonsly  adopted, 
and  Messrs.  MoOot,  Roane,  Claibobns,  Alex- 
ander, Taliafkbro,  Ookdon,  and  Obaio  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoCOT,  it  was  also 

Reeolvtd,  vnanvuMils,  That  the  members  of  this 
Ilouae  vill  tcsUf;  tbeir  reapect  for  the  memory  of 
Aleiindeb  Suvth,  bj  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  the  remaiader  of  the  present  session. 

Retolved,  vnanimouily.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  attend  the  fuuendof  the  late  Aluahdbb 
SuTtH,  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock. 


Wbdnvbdat,  April  SI, 

ImpeaeAment  of  Judge  Pech—Stjwt  (f  tt« 

Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BvoHAKAtr,  ohdnnan  of  the  Committee 

on  the  Judiciary,  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
aa  follows ;  If,  ealA  he,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  been  left 
to  take  up  this  subject  simply  on  the  report  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  I  should  have  had, 
comparatively,  little  trouble.  My  taak  would, 
in  that  case,  nave  been  only  to  refer,  on  tbe 
one  hand,  to  the  language  of  the  report  recom- 
mending the  impeauiment,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  the  testimony,  to  show  that  it  was  auffioient 
to  support  the  charge.  But  Judge  Peck  having 
seen  fit  to  introduce  an  extensive  and  elaborate 
defence,  it  has  become  ray  duty  to  investigate 
the  whole  case  more  at  lane. 
I  need  not,  I  am  aore,  be^eak  the  candid 
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aUention  of  the  committee  on  the  present  occa- 
wia,  SB  the  dearest  rights  of  the  people  of  oar 
oonntry,  on  the  one  side,  and,  on  uie  other, 
IhoM  of  a  Gitizen  ocoapjing  a  high  and  respon- 
sible judicial  office,  are  deepl;  conceraed  in  the 
investigation.  Besides,  we  are  not  now  cabled 
upon  to  decide  in  a  porelf  ex  parte  case,  as  the 
accused  has  croas-eianiiiied  the  witnesses  before 
the  Jndiciarj  Committee,  and  has  presented  a 
defence  embracing  a  verj  elaborate  argnment, 
both  on  the  law  and  on  the  fact  The  oonse- 
qaence  of  this  interposition  of  the  Jadge,  should 
jt  not  influence  the  committee  to  vote  against 
hie  impeachment,  must  be  to  cause  a  contrary 
deciuon  to  bear  more  heavil/  ag^nst  himself. 
Thus  sitaated,  it  becomes  na  all  to  look  well  to 
the  testimoQj. 


(H.O 


What  ia  the  offence  charged  t    It  is  ill^al, 
■  '  trtry,  and  oppressive  conduct  in  his  office 
I  judge,  towards  a  citizen  of  the  United 


States,  bj  imprisoning  bis  person,  and  depriv- 
ing him,  for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  of 
the  exercise  of  his  profession.  The  Committee 
on  the  Jadiciar7,  following  former  precedents, 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  rednce  the  charge  to 
aoj  specific  form  in  their  report  to  the  Hoose ; 
but  ita  tme  character  is  what  I  have  just  stated. 
*  I  shall  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether  this 

I  charge  is  sustained  bir  the  testimon;.     This  is 

'  s  qnestioD  which  each  gentleman  must  seriouulf 

consider  for  himself.  1  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
sent the  material  facts  in  as  clear  and  distinct  a 
maimer  as  I  ain  able. 

IntenttoD,  in  every  criminal  charge,  is  neoes- 
wrj  to  constitute  guilt  Even  if  the  act  be 
plainly  illegal,  the  committee  must  still  judge 
whetlm  it  proceeded  from  improper  feelings, 
sod  sprung  from  a  had  motive.  Poor  frail 
man  is  left  to  form  this  judgment  from  external 
condnct.      Ue  cannot  search  the  heart,  nor 

Cnetrate  the  springs  of  human  action.  SUll, 
wever,  he  has  these  general  prindples  to 
guide  his  jodgment,  derived  from  the  nighest 
authority  :  "  ont  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
the  month  speaketh ;  "  and  "  the  tree  is  known 
by  its  fruit"  I^  in  addition  to  the  illegality 
(rf  the  action,  the  committee  shall  be  of  opin- 
ion that  the  testimony  manifests  the  existence 
tf  sn  evil  intention,  Uie  case  will  then  be  fully 
made  ont  I  trust  I  am  one  of  the  last  men 
fn  this  Uonae,  or  in  this  country,  who  would 
seek,  in  the  remotest  manner,  to  interfere  with 
the  constitutional  independence  of  the  judi- 
ciary. I  know  that  it  is  the  great  bulwark  of 
cmr  rights  vtd  liberties ;  and  this  House  will 
■ever  use  its  power  of  impeachment  as  a  means 
of  infringing  upon  an  institution  so  sacred.  But 
when  an  individual,  elevated  to  the  high  and 
reqmnrable  rank  of  a  judge,  forgetting  what  he 
owes  to  bis  own  dignity,  to  his  country,  and  to 
the  hberttee  of  the  people,  shall,  by  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  conflnct,  prostrate  the  rights  of 
a  aiixea  of  this  republio,  it  is  fit  and  proper 
that  he  shoold  be  held  up  as  an  example,  and 
be  made  a  victim  to  the  offended  nu^esty  of 
the  \a.wK    It  is  my  deliberate  conviction  that 


such  has  been  the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck ;  amd 
I  may  add,  that  similar  sentiments  were  held 
by  every  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  relnotance  that  we 
fonnd  ourselves  compelled  to  arrive  at  such  a 
conclusion,  and  to  present  such  a  report  to  the 
House.  Throughout  all  the  stages  of  the  exam- 
ination, we  endeavored  to  divest  ourselves  of 
every  thing  like  feeling,  and  to  be  influenced 
solely  by  a  regard  to  tne  demands  of  duty,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  do  so,  as  far  as  possible,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  and  shall  now  proceea  to 
state  such  facts  as  the  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee has  clearly  established.  Let  me  briefly 
refer  to  the  ori^  of  this  sul^ect 

On  the  26th  May,  1824.  Con^ss  passed  an 
act  enabling  claimants  of  land  m  Missouri,  un- 
der French  and  Spanish  grants  made  before 
Louisiana  passed  mto  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  to  apply  to  the  district  court  of 
Missouri  for  their  confirmation.  Mr.  Peck 
then  was,  ea&  still  is,  the  sole  judge  of  that 
court.  On  the  22d  August,  1824,  Antony  Bou- 
lard,  who  had  been  the  sorveyor  general  of 
Upper  Louisiana,  before  the  cession,  presented 
for  confirmation  a  claun  to  10,000  arpeuts  of 
land,  the  consideration  for  which  consisted,  not 
in  money,  but  in  his  services,  as  surveyor  gen- 
eraL  The  claim  was  peculiar  in  its  oharacter, 
and  was  founded  on  special  circumstances  be- 
longing to  itself  alone.  The  quantity  of  land 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  concessions  usually 
panted  by  the  Spanish  Government  in  Louis- 
iana, Indeed,  the  entire  case  was  one  tvi  gen- 
erU:  but  I  shall  not  fatigue  the  committee  by 
entering  into  its  peculiarities.  It  was  argued 
at  a  great  length  oy  the  district  attorney,  (Mr. 
Bat^  assisted  by  Mr.  Lucas,  on  the  part  of 
the  IJnitod.  States;  and  by  Luke  E.  Lawless, 
the  present  complainant,  and  Colonel  Strother, 
on  behalf  of  SonWd.  On  the  25th  December, 
1825,  the  Judge  pronounced  his  final  decree, 
and  gave  judgment  against  the  petitioner. 
Whereupon,  an  appeal  was  immediately  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Coart  of  tiie  United  States — a 
circumstance  which  will  be  fonnd  to  have  a 
material  beari^  on  the  case  now  before  the 
committee.  This  decree  was  drawn  out  at 
length,  and  places  his  decision  upon  grounds, 
where  the  Jndge  ought  to  have  suffered  it  to 
remain.  This  concession,  according  to  the  de- 
cree, was  in  opposition  to  the  general  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  Spanish  authorities  had 
granted  land  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and  therefore 
could  not  have  been  confirmed,  even  if  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  oonntry  had  not  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  United.  States.  Here  the  Jndge 
ought  to  have  permitted  the  matter  to  rest  until 
after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States ;  and  if  he  had,  we  should  never 
have  heard  of  this  impeachment. 

It  ought  to  be  the  first  otyect  of  every  Jndge 
to  do  strict  and  importial  justice ;  and  his  sec- 
ond, to  satisfy  the  public  that  striot  and  im- 
Eartial  justice  has  been  done.  Judge  Peck 
new  that  a  great  number  of  tliese  land  olalms, 
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nnder  varioiu  oircamatances,  derived  froi 
Spanish  concesaioas,  must  come  before  him  for 
deoiaioQ,  and  that  mauj  of  them  were  then  ao- 
taaHj  pending  in  his  oonrt.  It  was  nataral  to 
sappose  that  the  population  of  the  conntiy 
thus  aitaated  woold  ta^e  a  deep  interest  in  eSl 
lus  dedsions.  The;  had  a  right  to  eniect  a 
cool  and  dehl^erate  investigation  of  each  class 
of  these  cldms,  and  that  the  Jadee  would  ap- 
proach them  with  candor,  and  hold  the  scales  of 
jDstice  even  between  all  parties.  A  jndge,  nn- 
dar  fiiich  circumatances,  ahonld  be  pecnliarl; 
cantious  and  pmdent,  and,  above  all,  ahordd 
never  prt^udge  an;  caae.  He  oaght  to  wait 
until  each  qneetion  is  fairly  brooght  before 
him.  Bnt  what  was  the  com^e  of  Judge  Peck ! 
Although  he  had  delivered  no  written  opinion 
in  the  case  of  Sonlard,  but  had  confined  himself 
to  an  oral  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  hia  de- 
cree, yet,  in  March,  1S2Q,  more  than  three 
months  after  final  judgment  had  been  rendered, 
he  carried  a  written  opinion  to  the  editor  of 
the  Uiaaonri  Repablican  at  St.  Louis,  for  pab- 
licatioD.  This  opinion  thus,  for  the  first  tmio, 
came  before  Che  pnblio  through  a  political  news- 
paper. Let  it  bo  remembered  that  this  is  not 
mv  assertion ;  it  is  that  of  the  Judge  hunsell^ 
who,  in  hia  defence,  naes  this  very  phrase,  when 
nwakiug  of  that  newspaper.  Now,  I  ask,  was 
this  not  an  act  calculated  to  arouse  the  fedinga 
of  all  that  numeroua  class  of  persona  in  Mis- 
souri who  are  interested  in  claims  of  this 
de«criptioD  t    What  must  have  been  their  feel- 

Sa,  when  they  saw  an  opinion  in  which  not 
y  the  case  of  Sonlard,  but  all  possible  cases 
that  could  arise  under  these  B[^iah  grants, 
were  settled  in  anticipation  against  the  claim- 
ants t  The  Judge  at  once  deprived  them  of  all 
ho[le.  Notwithstanding  his  opinion  decides 
that  the  Spanish  ordinance  of  1T54  never  was 
in  force  in  Upper  Ixiuisiana,  he  proceeds  to  ex- 
amine minutely  the  terms  of  that  very  ordi- 
nance, and  decides  against  every  posdble  claim 
which  conld  have  arisen  under  it,  had  it  been 
extended  to  that  province.  In  short,  he  tears 
up  by  the  roots  tbe  otaims  of  all  persons  under 
grants  or  concesuons  made  by  the  snb-delegate 
or  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Loniaiana. 
Now,  sir,  considering  the  existing  excitement 
in  that  country  on  the  subject,  and  the  strong 
and  general  feeling  in  favor  of  these  claims 
which  prevails  there,  what  must  you  thinlc  of 
encb  conduct!  Three  months  after  the  dea- 
aion  of  the  cause,  and  after  it  had  been  removed 
&om  his  court  by  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  he  makes  his  appearance 
in  this  manner,  in  a  political  newspaper,  and, 
to  repeat  a  phrase  for  which  I  have  been  no 
little  censored,  he  casta  a  fireband  Into  the  com- 
munity. 

Ur.  liiwleea  was,  at  this  time,  counsel  for 
many  of  the  olumants ;  and  what  was  his  con- 
duct) Why,  sir,  he  pursues  a  conrse  with 
which  I  feel  I  never  should  have  been  oontent, 
under  similar  .  circumstances.  He  writes  an 
article,  merely  sn^esting  the  errors  of  fut  and 


doctrine  which  he  believed  were  tnntained  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Judge ;  an  article  which  I 
must  say,  considering  the  character  of  this. 
opinion,  was  humble,  tame,  and  submissive. 
£ven  the  Judge  himself  seems  to  have  been 
conscious  of  some  impropriety  in  his  own  con- 
dnot.  Hear  what  he  says  in  tJie  last  paragr^ih 
of  his  opinion : 

"The  title  to  more  than  a  milliott,  periisps  mil- 
liona,  of  acres  of  laud  vaa  supposed  to  depend  upon 
the  decision  of  the  questiatia  which  hiiVe  been  cod- 
mdered ;  and  the  opinion  having  main]}  proceeded 
upon  a  view  which  had  not  been  taken  at  the  bar, 
aud  haviug  been  extended  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
BourcG  and  nature  of  the  Bpanish  titles  to  lands  in 
Louisiana,  and  to  an  inquiry  concerning  the  lavs 
nader  which  those  titles  were  derived  ;  and  the  de- 
cision of  most  of  the  points,  therefore,  having  pro- 
ceeded chiefly  upon  groonda  which  had  been  hCUa 
cr  net  at  all  eiamined  in  the  argument  of  the  caou. 
It  ia  deemed  proper  to  remark  Ihat  counsel  will  not 
be  excluded  from  again  atining  any  of  the  poinU 
which  hare  been  here  decided,  when  they  may 
hereafter  arise  in  any  other  cause." 

Thus,  sir,  yon  perceive  that  the  Jndge  him- 
self declares  that  he  had  made  a  sweeping  deci- 
sion which  covers  the  whole  gronna,  and  yet 
that  many  of  thti  points  he  had  thns  settled  had 
not  even  been  mooted  at  the  bar ;  and,  in  con- 
sideration that  they  had  thus  been  determined 
without  argument,  be  gives  public  notice  that 
they  might  be  re-examined  in  court. 

A  ja%e,  who  pays  a  proper  regard  to  his 
own  character  and  the  authority  of  his  own 
opinions,  will  never,  in  delivering  them  to  the 
public,  throw  ont  ooittr  dicta  which  might  em- 
barrass him  hereafter.  Bnt  here  Jndge  Peck, 
three  months  after  he  had  delivered  a  verbal 
opinion  in  conrt,  in  the  case  of  Sonlard,  pub- 
lishes a  sort  of  general  commentary  on  the 
Spanish  law  as  applying  to  the  province  of 
Dpper  Louisiana,  by  which  be  deoidea  agunst 
the  claimants  ul  the  questions  which  could 
posdbly  arise  under  Spantah  concessions.  I  saj 
all  the  qnest^ona,  and,  if  there  be  any  one  which 
ho  has  not  virtually  dedded,  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Lawless,  being  of  counsel  in  a  iatga 
number  of  these  cases,  publishes  In  another 
newspaper,  the  MasBouri  Advooato  and  St, 
Lonis  Inquirer,  the  article  signed  "  A  CitiEen ; " 
and  as  this  publication  ia  the  foundation  of  the 
alleged  contempt  for  which  he  was  so  severely 
punished,  I  shall  ask  that  it  ma;  be  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

[Here  the  article  ugned  "  A  Citizen  "  wu 
read  accordingly.] 

Now,  ^,  the  Judge  has  spent  many  pages  in 
proving  that  these  strictures  of  Mr.  lawless  are 
wilful  misrepresentations.  So  far  as  I  have  az-  ' 
amined  the  subject,  I  think  that  the  decisions 
attributed  b;  Mr.  Lawless  to  the  Jndge  are  all 
to  be  found  in  the  opinion.  He  ma;  have  been 
mistaken  in  two  or  three  instances.  But  I  shall 
not  go  into  particulars,  at  least  for  the  present 
This,  sir,  is  the  dull,  tame,  flat  article  which 
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was  considered  so  flagrant  a  contempt  ogwnst 
the  mnrt.  To  me  it  appaara  to  nave  been 
written  ab  if  tbd  anthor  hod  thronghont  the 
ttu  of  Judge  Peck  befbre  liia  ^es.  I  do  not 
bdieTa  there  is  a  "ijlti  in  this  Honse,  who,  in 
Uie  like  circrunstances,  would  have  written  bo 
ndld  and  ao  tame  an  artiole.  What  motive 
oould  there  have  been  for  considering  this  pro- 
dnation  a  contempt  of  oonrtt  For  m;  son]  I 
never  conld  imagme,  (and  I  believe  I  am  as 
much  diapoaed  to  exerciee  oharitj  as  other  gen- 
titmeo,)  nnlese  it  might  have  been  to  prevent 
Uw  pnUio  from  diaomring  the  merita  of  the 
(paion  in  the  newapapers.  Here  is  a  jndge 
who  vctenteers  in  a  pnblio  Jonmal  to  proclum 
his  ODinions  on  all  possible  pointa  of  Spanish 
land  law;  a  lawyer,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
these  opinions,  ventures  to  aet  np  his  own  Jnde- 
ment  in  opposition  to  them;  and  for  this 
offence  the  Jndge  fjutens  npon  him,  as  if  re- 
solved  to  make  Eim  an  eiample  to  all  others  in 
Eke  case  offending.  Aooordmglj,  on  the  third 
Umdsj  of  April,  162Q,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
court,  the  Jndge,  having  taken  his  aeat  npon 
the  bench,  prodaced  the  Missouri  Advocate, 
mdinqwred  if  any  person  present  knew  who 
WIS  the  editor  of  that  paper.  To  this  inqniry, 
whieh  was  not  addreased  to  any  particnlar  per- 
son, Hr.  Lawless  answered  that  he  did;  and 
•tated  it  was  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  Now  the 
Jndge  most  have  known  the  name  of  the  editor 
as  well  as  Ur.  Lawless.  He  resided  in  the  uune 
town,  and  the  name  was  on  the  paper  itself, 
jet  he  called  npon  Hr.  Lawless  to  swear  to  the 
Isct.  He  was  selected  from  all  the  bar  and  all 
the  bfstandera,  and  required  to  moke  this  ofEl- 
davit  The  Jndge  then  immediately  Rotated  a 
ntlenpon  Foreman,  commanding  him  to  show 
caasB,  on  the  next  day,  at  11  o'clock,  why  an 
•ttaehment  should  not  issne  agunst  him  for 
pnblishing  a  false  Etat«ment  oonceming  the  jndi- 
Qsl  dednon  in  the  case  of  Sonlard.  Sir,  when 
I  WIS  op  before,  I  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Judge  Peck  had  made  his  case  worse  by  his 
croM-examination  of  the  witnesses.  From  all 
the  facts  elicited  by  that  cross-examination,  it 
■{ipeanthat  the  Jndge  had  one  object  in  his  eye 
Erom  the  origin  of  these  proceedings.  His  con- 
dan  thows  that  he  knew  Mr.  Lamesatobe  the 
•Btbor  of  the  article.  He  had  the  victim  in 
his  Tiew  fttna  the  very  commencement.  When 
lawless  f^ipeared  sa  the  counsel  of  Foreman, 
the  witaessea  declare  that  the  Jndge  treated 
bim  ihrooghont  as  the  anthor  of  the  poblioa- 
tion;  that  hie  manner  was  vehement,  that  he 
^mneh  excited,  and  that  he  was  sometimes 
V^  rode.  Although  Lawless  appeared  only 
as  oonnset,  the  Ja&e  constantly  adverted  to 
liin  as  b^g  himself  the  author,  employing 
inch  langnage  as  this :  "  Sir,  yon  say  so  ana 
•0,"  "  joor  article  states  snob  and  snch  things," 
"  I  tell  yon  what  yon  say  is  false." 

Under  all  those  circnmstanoeei,  and  nnder  the 
1H117  vexations  intermptions  which  he  expe- 
tiaioed,  did  Mr.  Lawless  say  or  do  any  thhig 
~'~'"*"^    '1  the  di^teat  degree,  to  canae 


offence  I  Not  at  all  He  snbmitted  patiently 
to  the  atrictnres  of  the  court,  and  argued  tl^ 
case  in  the  most  respectful  language.  He  en- 
deavored to  satisfy  the  Jndge  that  his  opinion 
had  not  been  misrepresented,  and  that  the 
article  was  neither  contemptnons  nor  libelions ; 
and  that,  if  even  it  were  libellous,  the  editor 
was  protected  from  sommary  pnnishment  by 
the  guarantiee  of  the  constitution.  Some  oases 
were  presented  to  the  court  to  snstain  these 
podtions.  All  his  pleas  were  overruled,  and 
the  Jndge  was  about  to  prononnce  judgment. 
At  this  moment,  Mr.  Lawless,  discovering  that 
the  matter  was  likely  to  become  serions,  re- 
quested the  editor  to  give  up  his  name  as  the 
author  of  the  article,  wishing  himself  to  meet 
the  oonseqnenoee.  No  sooner  was  this  done, 
than  the  Judge  isaned  a  rule  on  Lawlesa,  return- 
able forthwith,  to  show  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  be  issued  against  him  for  con- 
tempt ;  and  also  why  he  ahould  not  be  sus- 
pended from  practice. 

The  witnesses  declare  that  the  feelings  of  the 
Judge  oontinned  to  rise  gradnally  until  they 
reached  the  highest  point  of  excitement.  The 
rule  against  the  printer  had  described  the  arti- 
cle signed  "A  Citizen"  as  a  false  statement, 
tending  to  bring  odinm  on  the  court,  and  im- 
pair the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  purity 
of  its  decisions.  Not  satiafieil  with  this  descrip- 
tion, the  Jndge  denoimces  the  article  in  his  rnle 
against  Lawless  as  containing  "  malicious "  aa 
well  aa  false  statements,  and  ascribes  to  it  an 
"  intent  to  imp^r  the  public  confidence  in  the 
upright  intentions  of  the  said  court,  and  to 
bring  odium  upon  the  court;  and  especially 
with  intent  to  impress  the  public  mind,  and 
particularly  many  litigants  in  this  court,  that 
they  are  not  to  expect  justice  in  the  causes  now 
pending  therein;  and  with  intent,  further,  to 
awaken  hostile  and  angry  feelings  on  the  part 
of  the  said  litigants  against  the  sdd  court,  in 
contempt  of  the  same  court." 

Now,  who  bnt  one  blinded  by  his  paasions 
conld  have  given  such  a  description  of  tnis  arti- 
cle t  Is  there  any  gentleman  within  the  sound 
of  my  voice,  who,  upon  reading  the  commen- 
tary, will  say  it  io,  in  any  degree,  applicable ! 
Lawless  came  before  the  court  condemned  al- 
ready. When  his  counsel  attempted  to  prove 
that  the  article  was  not  a  contempt,  they  were 
told  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  argue  that 
question.  The  Judge  would  not  hear  a  word 
npon  that  subject.  He  had  determined  it  to  be 
a  contempt,  and  his  wilt  was  the  law.  A  dti- 
zen  of  the  United  States  is  thus  brought  before 
ajndge  npon  a  criminal  charge  involving  in  its 
pnninhment  consequences  of  the  most  seriona 
character,  and  the  lips  of  his  counsel  are  sealed 
npon  the  prinoipal  point  of  his  defence.  Not 
being  permitted  to  preeent  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, they  argued  the  remaining  gueation  with 
great  ability,  and  attempted  to  satisfy  the  court 
that,  even  admitting  the  article  to  be  contempt- 
nous,  it  ahould  be  tried  and  punished  in  a  dif- 
ferent maimer.  Their  arguments  were  all  in  vf~ 
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Now  comes  the  cODOIndiog  Bcene,  which,  to 
my  Tiew,  dleplajs  the  evil  iotention — the  im- 

5 roper  motivee  of  the  Jniige,  in  the  dearest 
ght.  He  was  nearly  hlind,  and  ncahle  to  read 
the  article  himself.  At  his  request,  it  was  read 
by  the  district  attoniej,  paragraph  hy  para- 
graph, and,  at  the  and  of  each,  the  Judge  made 
his  commentaries.  He  was  mach  excited,  his 
manner  was  very  warm,  and  he  was  ocenpied 
two  or  three  honrs  in  delivering  his  opinion. 
And  what  was  its  whole  tenor  t  Instead  of 
the  CAlm,  dij^iified,  and  impartial  manner 
wMch  hecomee  a  jodge  npon  aU  occasions,  and 
partioolarl J  when  he  himself  is  also  the  partj, 
we  And  him  heated,  acrimonious,  and  severe. 
S»  often  used  the  words  "  calnmniator,"  "  oon- 
temptaons,"  "  slanderoaa,"  "  libellons,"  as  ug- 

JiUed  to  Mr.  Lawless  and  his  artide.  He  even 
6rgot  himself  so  far  aa  to  say  that  in  Ohina  the 
hoQse  of  ench  a  calmnniator  would  he  painted 
black,  as  an  evidence  of  the  blackness  of  his 
heart,  and  as  a  warning  that  the  whole  world 
might  avoid  him.  Throughoot,  Lawless  uttered 
not  a  word,  not  a  mnrmur,  in  reply.  At  length, 
able  to  endure  the  abase  no  loncer,  afl«r  con- 
eoltjng  his  Mends,  he  rose,  and  left  the  court 

Had  yon,  Hr.  Obairman,  been  a  member  of 
the  bar,  placed  in  the  situation  of  Ur.  Lawless, 
what  would  have  been  yoar  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion! Oould  yon,  with  feelings  lacerated 
and  excited  to  fren^,  have  sat  silently  and  pa- 
tiently, and  heard  the  Jndge  for  two  or  three 
hoars  uttering  every  odioos  epithet  agunst  you, 
and  even  declaring  that  in  Uhina  yoar  honso 
would  be  punted  black,  as  an  emblem  of  the 
blackness  of  your  heart  ? 

At  the  oonclosion  of  this  scene,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  sent  for,  and  sentenced  to  he  committed  to 
priaon  for  twentj-foar  hours,  and  suspended 
m>m  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  eigh- 
teen moaUiB.  He  was  thas,  by  the  arbitrary 
mandate  of  the  Judge,  not  only  deprived  of  bis 
personal  liberty,  but  of  the  means  of  support- 
mg  hiniself  and  his  family.  And  yet  we  are  to 
he  told  that  no  malice,  no  evil  intention,  dic- 
tated this  proceeding;  that  the  only  motive  of 
the  Jndge  was  to  preserve  the  administration 
of  jastice  from  contempt  I  have  stated  the 
facts,  and  shall  leave  every  gentleman  to  draw 
his  own  oonclostons. 

I  admit  thatweoaght  not  to  impeach  a  jndge 
simply  becaase  his  condnct  has  hoen  iUegd. 
All  mast  agree  that  this  may  be  the  case,  and 
yet  he  may  not  deserve  punishment.  Bub  il- 
legal and  oppressive  proceeding  accompanied 
by  violence  of  manner,  by  passion,  and  by  the 
appearance  of  revenge,  present  a  very  different 
case,  and  g^ve  birth  to  very  different  conda- 

I  shall  not  at  present  permit  myself  to  he 
drawn  into  a  particnlar  examination  of  the 
oases  cited  by  the  Judge.  His  case  stands 
alone.  No  contempt  whatever  exists  in  the 
article.  It  is  the  mwe  opinion  of  a  lawyer 
'  against  tliat  of  a  judge.    Erom  the  revolution 


intry, 


in  England  until  this  Aaj,  no  esse  can  be  cited 
which  bears  any  parallel  to  the  present. 
there  he  snoh  a  one  on  record  in  that 
I  hope  it  may  he  produced. 

Here  T  might,  and  perhaps  ought  to  condade 
my  remarks,  bnt  it  seems  proper  and  reepectfol 
to  the  committee  that  I  should  state  what  I  be- 
lieve to  he  the  law  in  regard  to  contempts  of 
court.  In  England,  there  are  two  kinds  of  snch 
contempts;  the  one  direct,  the  other  construc- 
tive. Prom  necessity,  tiie  power  to  punish 
direct  oootempts  in  a  snmmarj  manner  must 
exist  in  every  court  of  justice.  Without  such  a 
power,  they  could  not  proceed  with  their  bun-  ■ 
neaa.  In  its  exercise,  this  power  is  generally 
confined  to  cases  of  official  misconduct  in  the 
officers  of  the  court,  to  the  disobedience  of  par- 
lies, jurors,  and  witnesses,  to  its  lawful  orders 
and  process,  and  to  misbehavior  in  the  face  of 
the  oonrt,  tendins  to  obstruct  the  administra- 
tion  of  justice.  If  a  witness  shall  wilfully  dis- 
obey a  Bubpcena,  the  conrt  from  which  it  is- 
sued, most,  in  the  nstore  of  thin^  possess  the 
eununary  power  of  compelling  his  attendance^ 
and  punishing  him  for  contempt  by  attach- 
ment. So,  if  a  sheriff  refuse  to  obey  an  order 
of  court,  necessity  requires  the  exercise  of  a 
similar  power.  If  a  bystander  will  violate 
order  and  interrupt  the  court  whilst  traasactiog 
the  hudnees  of  the  coontry,  self-preeervation 
demands  that  it  should  possess  the  power  of 
summarily  punishing  such  an  offender.  The 
Sopreme  Oourt  of  the  United  States  have  de- 
cided that  an  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of  this 
House,  although  the  offer  were  made  in  a  letter 
written  at  a  distance,  is  a  direct  contempt  of 
its  authority,  and  may  be  ponished  by  the 
House  with  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Oonstruotive  contempts  are,  in  their  nature^ 
of  a  very  different  diaracter,  and,  under  a  free 
Qovemment,  will  ever  be  viewed  with  jealousy 
and  suspicion.  The  trial  of  such  contempts,  in 
a  summary  maimer,  deprives  the  accused  of  the 
prot«ction  of  a  grand  and  of  a  petit  jnry,  and 
oAen  coDstitotes  the  injured  party  botii  the 
ludge  and  the  avenger  of  his  own  wrongs.  The 
judge,  when  the  ol^ect  of  the  contempt,  be- 
comes himself  the  accuser,  tries  the  offence, 
and  pnuishes  the  offender  <^  his  own  arbitrary 
discretion,  with  as  heavy  a  fine  and  as  long  an 
imprisonment  as  he  may  think  proper.  Is  not 
this  a  power  in  its  nature  revolting  to  evei7 
freeman  I  Judges  do  not  cease  to  be  men 
when  devated  to  the  bench.  Xhey  are  still  but 
frail  human  creatures.  Is  it  not  then  &  dan- 
gerous, a  tremendous  power  to  make  any  man 
the  jndge  in  his  own  canse  of  a  contempt  com- 
mitted against  himself  and  under  excited  fad- 
ings to  hmit  him,  in  the  measure  of  the  pon- 
ishmeot,  only  by  his  own  mercy  and  his  own 
sense  of  justice?  Arbitrary  discretion  thus 
takes  the  place  of  podtive  law. 

I  dull  not  affirm  that  no  case  exists  in  which 
the  courts  of  the  United  Statee  ought  to  poaseaa 
the  power  of  punishing  summarily  for  construc- 
tive contempts.     I  can  conoeive  but  of  one ; 
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ind  then  this  power,  if  it  exists, 
opoQ  the  jadge,  not  to  enable  bim  to  arenge 
hu  ovn  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary,  bat  to  pre- 
Tect  iiyustioe  between  the  p&rtiefi  to  a  canae 
tetaaSlj  pending  in  conrL  I^  whilst  a  cause  ia 
dependmg,  parbcnlarl;  a  case  to  be  determined 
l);a  jar7,  an  inflammatorj-  pablicstion  should 
be  nuule  in  the  newspaper,  toacfalng  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided,  cslcolated  to  euist  pnblio 
feeling  in  favor  of  the  one  party,  or  prejudice 
it  against  the  other,  the  oonrt  may  possibly, 
under  snch  circomstancea,  inflict  summaiy  ins- 
tiee  upon  the  author.  If  snch  a  power  cloes 
tiiat  m  this  country,  it  is  the  utmoat  limit. 
Bat  whether  it  exists  or  not,  if  such  had  been 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  now  before 
the  committee,  I  abonld  hare  been  the  last 
man  in  this  Honae  to  recommend  an  impeach- 
In  Pennaylvania,  where  the  oonrts  are  aa 
much  respected  as  in  any  other  State  of  the 
Unios,  even  this  power  has  always  been  de- 
nied; and,  in  1&09,  the  Legislature  of  that 
•  State  passed  an  act,  declariug  that  no  pnblioa- 
tion  out  of  conrtj  even  concerning  a  caose  de- 
pending, should  be  construed  into  a  cont«mpt, 
to  as  to  render  the  offender  liable  to  attaeh- 
DMnt  and  summary  punishment.  They  thought 
tt  most  expedient  to  leave  the  party  who  deem- 
«d  himself  iiynred,  to  proceed  by  indictment  or 
Ktion  at  law  to  obtain  his  redress.  I  have 
never  known  tiie  least  inconveiuence  to  arise 
from  this  legialatife  enactment. 

Long  before  this  act  had  passed,  the  exercise 
of  this  summary  power  by  the  courts  of  that 
State,  b  the  case  of  a  li*  pendent,  had  beeu 
made  the  saliject  of  l^islative  investigation 
and  impeacbnient.  The  case  of  Oswald  oc- 
cnrred  lu  1T88 ;  and  althongh  he  had  been 
fined  and  imprisoned  for  the  publication  of  a 
most  inflammatory  article  In  relation  to  a  cause 
IbsD  actually  depending  before  the  Supreme 
poDtt  of  Pennsylvania,  the  conduct  of  the 
jod^  became  the  subject  of  a  most  serions  ia- 
iMigstion  by  the  Le^slature.  la  the  case  of 
the  Commonwealth  m.  Passmora,  which  oo- 
(Wred  in  1S02,  although  he  bad  been  the  an- 
th(4  of  a  publication  which  on  its  face  was 
clearly  Intended  aerionsly  to  injure  the  charaO' 
ter  of  one  of  the  parties  to 'a  cause  depending 
is  relation  to  that  very  case,  the  judges  of  the 
Bopreme  Court  were  impeached,  and  were 
Tithia  three  votes  of  being  convicted  by  a  ma- 
Jwity  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  for  fining 
and  trnprisoning  him  in  a  snmmary  manner  for 
this  slleged  contempt.  Although  no  man  can 
read  that  publication  without  at  once  pro- 
DOTodug  it  a  direct  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  due  course  of  justice,  yet  thirteen  oat  of 
twMity.four  Senators  believed  the  sentence  of 
the  court  to  have  been  an  illegal,  arbitrary,  and 
unconstitntional  exercise  of  power,  for  which 
tliejQdgesought-tohave  been  deprived  of  their 
(•ffioeB.  Theee  cases,  I  presume,  produced  the 
tet  of  1809.  From  its  language  it  does  not 
^>pear  the  Legislature  entertuned  the  most  re 


mote  idea  that  any  judge,  when  the  oause  was 

no  longer  pending,  and  after  final  judgment  had 
been  rendered,  would  attempt,  as  Judge  Peck 
has  done,  to  punish  in  a  summarj  manner  any 
cititen  who  might  think  proper  to  comment 
upon  the  opinion  which  had  been  delivered. 
What  is  the  question  which  Judge  Peck  has 
attempted  to  raise  in  his  defence  f  Althongh  I 
deny  that  any  facts  exist  in  tliis  case  out  of  which 
such  a  question  can  arise,  yet  it  may  be  well 
to  consider  the  nature  of  the  power  which  he 
contends  belongs  to  the  Judiciary.  I  never  did 
expect  to  hear  it  seriously  and  gravely  asserted, 
by  a  Judge  of  the  United  States,  tiefore  this 
House,  that,  if  a  libel  were  published  u^nst 
him  affecting  his  judicial  character  in  relation 
to  an  opinion  which  he  had  delivered  upon  the 
final  decision  of  a  cause,  he  could,  In  a  sum- 
mary manner,  try  and  punish  the  offence  ao- 
cor<^g  to  his  own  discretion.  If  such  a  power 
exists  m  any  case  of  ]il>el,  it  is  for  the  purpose 
of  seouringiuatioe  to  the  parties  in  a  cause  de- 
pending. When  the  canse  is  decided,  the  jadjget 
m  relation  to  it,  is  plaoed  in  the  same  sitnaticn 
with  any  other  publio  ofBoer,  and  must  snfTer 
the  fate  to  which  we  are  all  subjected.  If  h« 
feels  that  his  general  condnct  and  character  are 
not  a  snfBcient  defence  agunst  attacks  of  the 
press,  like  every  other  citizen,  he  must  seek  re- 
dress hy  instituting  a  pnblio  prosecution  or  a 
private  action.  In  auoh  a  case,  he  possesses  no 
peculiar  privities.  He  cannot  become  the 
Judge  In  his  own  cause.  Will  it  be  contended 
upon  this  floor  that  such  an  arbitrary  and  un- 
conatitntiooal  powereiistsia  the  Judges!  That 
they,  in  this  respect,  stand  npon  a  different 
footing  i^m  all  other  pnblio  men !  Why 
ahould  they  be  made  the  judges  of  such  injnriea 
against  themselves,  more  than  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  members  of  this  Houses 
or  any  other  high  officer  of  the  Oovemmentt 
What,  sir  1  after  a  jndge  has  committed  hia 
final  opinion  to  the  world,  upon  a  great  constj- 
tntional  question — a  question  In  which  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  may  be  deeply 
involved,  must  the  citizen  who  attacks  its  doc- 
trines, even  in  inflammatory  language,  do  it 
under  the  penalty  of  being  fined  and  imprisoned 
at  the  arbitrary  will  and  pleasnre  of  the  au- 
thor f  If  such  be  the  law,  woe  be  to  the  man 
who  shall  be  bold  enough  to  hazard  a  free  com- 
mentary upon  any  opinion  of  a  tyrannical  jndge. 
Had  this  doctrine  been  established  ten  years 
^o,  the  distingnished  individual  who  is  now, 
and  I  hope  may  long  continue  to  be,  the  Chief 
Justice  01  the  United  SUtes,  if  the  will  had  not 
been  wanting,  might  have  imprisoned  many  of 
the  most  distinguished  patriots  of  the  country, 
for  severe  strictures  on  his  constitntional  de- 
It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that,  if  this  for- 
midable power  does  exist  in  the  Judiciary,  it  ex- 
ists without  appeal.  The  principle  is  well  set- 
tled, that  in  cases  of  commitment  for  contempt 
the  injured  party  has  no  redress.  He  must  en- 
dure the  penalty,  without  the  possibility  of 
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having  his  case  reviewed  bj  aaj  other  judicial 
tribnnaL 

One  mi^ht  almoet  Enppose,  from  what  has 
transpired  in  this  case,  that  Judge  Peck  had  for- 
gotten that  there  was  as  American  rerolation  in 
1776,  and  that  the  federal  constitotioQ  has  guar- 
antied to  citizens  of  the  Dnitod  Btatea  some 
rights  which  are  not  possessed  hj  the  snbjecte 
ofthe  Crown  of  England.  There  was  a  portion 
of  his  oros»-ezaminadon  of  the  witnesees  of  so 
Btrange  a  character  that  I  coold  not,  at  the 
time,  conceive  what  was  his  object.  I  shall 
read  a  few  of  his  qnestions,  with  the  answers 
of  the  witnesses.  He  asked,  "Was  it  insisted 
in  the  argument  that  the  libertj  of  the  citizen, 
of  nieech,  and  of  the  press,  would  be  violated 
hj  the  proceeding  contemplated  hy  the  rule!" 
A.  "  It  was."  "Was  it  insisWd  that  the  oon- 
stitntion,  and  the  right  of  trial  by  jm-f,  were 
also  vidated,"  A.  "  It  was."  "  Whs  Uie  pro- 
ceeding represented  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  genius  of  our  Government!"  A.  "I  be- 
lieve it  was."  Bis  defence  has  cast  some  light 
Tipoa  the  oltject  of  these  qneations.  However 
strange  it  maj  appear,  it  seems  he  was  desirous 
of  casting  even  a  darker  shade  npon  his  con- 
duct, that  it  might  more  nearly  resemble  some 
English  precedent^  in  which  he  alleges  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citiien,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press, 
and  the  ri^ht  of  trial  by  Jary,  had  been  inter- 
posed to  ^ield  the  accused,  and  interposed  in 
yam.    Let  him  apeak  for  himself.    He  says — 

"  In  the  present  instance,  although  the  petitioner, 
Vt.  Lawless,  his  attempted  to  give  solemnity  to  his 
-  cofcplaint,  by  representiog  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
the  right  of  tiial  by  jury,  and  die  Uberty  of  the 
Americui  citizen,  to  have  been  violated  in  his  per- 
son, ID  the  Bummvy  puoiahmenC  for  a  contempt  of 
court,  infiicted  on  him,  yet  jour  memorialist  has  ao 
fear  of  sudsfjing  this  bonorable  Hoose,  if  so  oppoi^ 
tonity  shall  be  aSorded  him,  that  these  are  the  trile 
topics  continually  resorted  to,  and  resorted  to  in 

tri 
!mpt." 

Heaven  forbid  that  these  topics  shonld  ever 
become  trite  in  the  United  States!  tbat  they 
should  ever  lose  their  protecting  energy ! 

It  is,  I  believe,  admitted,  at  this  day,  by  all 
classes  of  politiciaos,  that  the  sedition  law  was 
nncoostitutional.  What  was  the  argnment  in 
favor  of  that  measnre  ?  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment, aaid  its  advocates,  must  necessarily  pos- 
sess  the  incidental  power  of  protecting  itself 
agmust  malicious  lihels ;  an  argument  much 
stronger  when  applied  to  that  Government, 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  than  to  Judge  Feck.  Yet 
he,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  his  judicial 
dignity,  claims  a  power  which  Congress  conld 
not  confer  npon  hun.  If  yon  were  to  pass  an 
act  to-morrow,  authorizing  the  Jndre  to  try  and 
ponish  libels,  in  cases  between  third  persons,  it 
would  be  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book,  on 
account  of  ita  repugnance  to  the  constitution. 
But  yet  he  claims  the  power  of  trying  and  pun- 


ishing such  offences,  even  where  he  himself  is 
the  party.  The  sedition  law  was  moderation 
itself,  compared  with  this  daim.  Under  ita 
provisions  the  accused  was  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  a  grand  and  petit  jury,  and  had  an  op- 
portunity of  confronting  the  witnesses  against 
him,  face  to  face.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
committee,  Judge  Peck  combined  in  his  own 
person  the  offices  of  the  prosecutor,  tbe  grand 
jury,  the  petit  Jury,  and  the  judge ;  and  be 

fiunished,  according  to  his  own  discretion,  the 
ibel  committal  against  himself.  In  sooh  & 
proceeding,  it  is  not  wonderful  tbat  the  guar- 
antjes  of  ue  constitution,  however  strong  their 
language,  shonld  have  been  resorted  to  in  vain. 
The  constitution  declares  that  Congress  shall 
make  no  laws  abridging  the  freedom  of  the 
press  -,  but  Judge  Peck  punishes  the  exercise  of 
this  freedom  even  when  he  himself  is  the  party. 
Should  the  committee  sanction  these  principles, 
the  Jndge  will  indeed  have  established  that  the 
constitution,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  are  nothing  better  than  trita 
topics.    Keed  I  urge  this  argument  furtherl 

On  this  floor  it  is  scarce  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  English  law  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  libels  are  oonsidered  oontempte  of  ooort 
in  that  conntry.  I  have  examined  all  the  Eng- 
lish authorities  to  which  I  had  access,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a  single  caae  in 
which  their  oonrts  have  summarily  pnnished  ft 
libel,  except  in  causes  actually  depending. 
Although  the  langua^  of  Blackstone  and  Lord 
Hardwicke  is  sufficiently  general  to  embrace 
other  cases,  I  doubt  eioeedingly  whether  one 
can  be  found  in  the  hooks,  where  the  doctrine 
was  applied  in  practice  after  the  cause  had 
been  decided. 

From  the  very  first  sentence  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Tennessee  court  in  the  case  of  Derby  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  cause  pending.  What 
was  the  particular  character  of  Uiat  oontempt  is 
not  stated  in  the  opinion ;  and  thns  we  are  left 
wholly  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  ita  merits. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind  the  comnut- 
tee  that  I  have  been  arguing  the  question  aa  if 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  libel- 
lous against  the  Judge,  instead  of  being  the  tame 
and  respectful  article  signed  "A  Oitizon." 

I  have  now  said  all  that  I  deem  necessary.  I 
have  spoken  with  great  pain  to  myself  and  I 
fear  to  the  committee  also.  Indeed,  I  have  been 
acaroely  able  to  proceed  at  aU,  as  you  most  have 
perceived.  Under  these  eircumstances  I  feel 
much  indebted  to  the  committee  ftN-  th^  at- 
tention. 

Ur.  B.  concluded  by  submitting  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Satubd^t,  April  34, 

Jvdgt  Peeh. 

The  Hoase  then  reeolved  itself  into  OommiU 
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Hr.  BiTBoaB  spoke  at  length  agunst  the  orig- 
ins! reoolatioii.  He  oocnpiod  tha  floor  for 
■bout  two  honn. 

Kr.  WioKum  spoke  in  reply,  and  io  defence 
of  tbe  ooorae  pnnoed  bj  tbe  Oonimittee  on  the 
Jndid«i7. 

Tba  ameDdmeBt  offered  bj  Hx.  Etxexit  was 
nentived. 

The  nwlntion  offered  by  the  ohainnaa  of 
tbe  committee  vas  agreed  to — yeas  113. 

The  OfMmnittee  then  roee,  and  r^orted  the 
rea<diitioD. 

Ur.  BnoIusAN'  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  o^b 
flo  conoorrenoe  in  tha  reaolntion ;  whiob  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Prtib  then  moved  a  call  of  tha  Eonse ; 
frlddli  was  refused. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  oommiOee  in  the  resolation,  aod  oar- 
ried  in  the  affirmadre. 

Txu. — K««ra.  Aleuoder,  Allen,  Alstoe,  Aader- 
aod.  Archer,  Armatmng,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Beek- 
man,  Bhir  of  SoDth  Ouolioa,  Boclcee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Booldin,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Bnchtnui,  Gaboon,  Cam- 
bcdeng,  Campbell,  Oanon,  Chaodler,  ChiltoD,  Clai- 
twrne.  Coke,  Ccdemau,  Gonnar,  Gowlea,  Craig  ofNew 
Talk,  Cnug  of  Virpnia,  Crawford,  Crocheroa,  Dan- 
iel, Dtarenport,  Davii  of  South  Canilina,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Dcaha,  D«  Witt,  Doddridge,  DraTton,  Dad- 
ley,  Eerll,  Ellswortb,  GTauaof  Uaine,  ETanBofPaDn- 
Slvanis,  Undiay,  Finch,  Fonrard,  Foster,  Fry, 
lither,  Qilmore,  Gordon,  HaQ,  Halaey,  Hammoiis, 
Hmrre;,  Baynea,  Hinda,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Ihrie,  Isacki,  Jeaninzs,  Johnson  of  Keotncky,  Joba- 
■on  of  Tennessee,  Keadall,  Kincaid,  King  of  New 
Tork,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  L«tcher,  Leine,  Layall, 
Lyon,  Hwee,  UaiweU  of  New  York,  Maiwell  of 
Tirgiilia,  HcCreery, ,  HcDuffle,  Hclntire,  Mitchell, 
■onell,  Huhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Orertoe,  Polk,  Pot-  ' 
ter.  Powers,  Bamsey,  Richardson,  Bonne,  Russel, 
Scon,  Shepperd,  adelda,  Semmea,  Smith,  Spei^t, 
Spencer  iMNew  Totk,6peDeeT0f  ]farylaDd,Sprigg, 
Sterioere,  Stem  of  New  Tork,  Swift,  Taliaferro, 
TcBt,  ThomBon  of  Georgia,  Thomson  of  Ohio,  Trei- 
Tant,  Tot^r,  Verpleock,  Waahlngton,  Weeks, 
WUteofNew  Tork,  White  of  Looinano,  WickliiTe, 
Wilde,  WliwUe,  Taocey— 133. 


,  Clay,  Clark,  Condict,  Cooper,  Crane, 
Cmghton,  Crawninshield,  DsTis  of  Uaasachueetts, 
Ihrlght,  Ererett  of  Vermont,  Everett  of  HasMchu- 
aetta,  Gorbain,  GreaneU,  Hawkina,  Huehea,  Hunt, 
Hnntington,  Kennon,  Hartindale,  HcCoy,  kfllier, 
Peatm,  Pettis,  Piereoo,  Beed,  Rose,  Sill,  Btanben?, 
SUndifer,  Stepbena,  Stone  of  Conneoticnt,  Sather- 
lend.  Swana,  Taylor,  Vanoe,  Tiuton,  Whittlesey, 
muiams,  Yooug — IB. 

So  tha  rewdntion  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bookamak, 

Ordtni,  That be  appointed  a  oommit- 

tee  l»  go  to  the  Senate,  and  at  the  bar  thereof,  in 
the  name  of  the  House  of  Bepresenlatires,  and  of 
■S  the  people  of  the  United  Stelae,  to  Impeach 
James  a.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  Sutes  for  ^e  district  of  Mtsnjori,  of  high 
~D  tece;   and  acquAint  the  Senate 


that  the  House  of  Reprasentatirea  will  in  due  time 
exhibit  particular  articles  oF  impeachmeot  against 
him,  and  make  good  the  same  ;  and  that  the  Senate 
be  requested  to  make  order  for  the  appearance  of 
the  sud  James  H.  Feck,  to  make  answer   to  the 

The  committee  was  ordered  to  conust  of  two 
members. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Siobbs,  it  was 
Ritolvtd,  That  a  eonnnlttee  be  ai^ioted  to  pre- 

r'Sw 


The  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  five. 

UoKDAT,  April  26. 
MavniOe  Boad  Bill. 

Ur.  LncHBB,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the 
oommittee  take  up  the  bill  anthorizing  a  snb- 
soriptioD  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  tha 
stock  of  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  Turnpike 
road ;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was 
accordingly  read. 

He  said  he  did  not  at  preeent  intend  to  do 
more  than  to  offer,  for  the  information  of  tha 
Honse,  a  very  brief  statement  of  facta  connected 
with  this  application  to  Congresg.  The  L^is- 
lature  of  the  State  of  Eentacky,  (said  he,)  by  a 
well-drawn  and  well-goarded  diarter,  have  in- 
corporated a  oompany  to  ooostruct  the  road  re- 
ferred to  in  the  bill  just  read,  under  the  name 
of  "  the  Maysville,  Washineton,  Paris,  aod  I.ei- 
ington  Turnpike  Qompanj.''  The  subject  is  one 
of  vary  great  solicitude  in  the  State,  and  more 
particnlarly  in  that  interesting  portion  of  it 
through  which  the  road  la  to  ron.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Government  has  long  since 
been  drawn  to  the  importance  and  ntUity  of 
this  great  highway;  and  under  its  immediate 
direction,  skilfal  enf^eers,  in  tlic  year  1827, 
made  a  survey  from  Zanesville,  ia  Ohio,  to 
Florence,  in  Alabama,  including  tJiat  portion  of 
it  over  which  the  contemplated  road  is  to  be 
made.  The  report  of  the  engineers,  sir,  is  now 
before  me — it  la  made  out  with  great  caro,  en- 
ters minntely  into  details,  and^  upon  esaminai- 
tion,  win,  I  trust,  be  found  entirely  satisfactory 
and  accurate. 

I  will  add  only  a  word  or  two  to  show  the 
great  importanoe  of  the  road,  and  to  prove, 
Uiat,  by  granting  the  snbscripUon  of  stock 
asked  for,  the  Government  will  not  expose  it- 
self either  to  loes  or  injury,  hut,  on  the  con- 
trary, will  be  highly  beneSted. 

Maysville  ia  a  flonrtshiag  and  growing  vil- 
lage on  the  south  ude  of  the  Ohio  River,  abont 
sixty  miles  above  Cincinnati.  It  ia  already  a 
point  of  considerable  commercial  consequence, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  increase  rapidly, 
both  in  wealth  and  commerce.  Jt  is  justly  con- 
sidered the  great  depot  of  the  Kentocky  mer- 
chants who  trade  to  the  East.  From  that  point 
an  immense  qoantity  of  merchandise,  as  welt 
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as  other  articlw,  is  oonvejed  tlirongli  Ttuiona 
portioDB  of  the  State. 

The  road  designed  to  be  improved  ia  Intend- 
ed to  intersect  the  great  national  road  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.  It  (wnneots  itself  also  on  each 
side  witli  the  Ohio  River,  These  two  connec- 
tions moat  certainly  and  Jnstl;  entitle  it  to 
the  app^ation  of  a  national  vort  Its  pres- 
ent oondition  is  too  bad  to  be  partionlarlf  de- 
soribed,  probably  the  very  worst  in  the  United 
States,  vhile  at  the  same  time  it  Is  ii 
elled,  in  propcHtion  to  the  population  of  the 
ooaDti7,  than  any  other  section  of  Che  WsBt.  The 
f^cilit^  with  which  it  can  be  constracted,  and 
the  small  expense  compared  with  the  great 
benefit  to  the  coontry,  leoonunend  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  proposition  to  take  stock 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House 
The  bill  is  well  guarded.  The  snbscripti 
asked,  is  not  to  be  advanced  nntU  eaongh  has 
been  actnally  pud  by  individuals  and  the  Btate, 
to  equal  the  amount  pud  by  the  General  Qov- 
emmenL  ThesomreBervedtoindividnalshasall 
been  subscribed,  amounting  to  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  snb- 
soribed  seventy-five  tiioasand  dollars  more ;  both 
these  soma  are  to  be  folly  paid  before  the  sub- 
Boription  of  the  United  Slates  is  to  be  demand- 
ed. To  illofitrato  the  importance  of  this  road, 
I  have  a  few  strong  facts  to  lay  before  the 
Honse.  The  company  hired  a  man  during  one 
montii,  to  record  the  number  of  persons, 
wagons,  horses,  oatUe,  dec.,  which  passed  over 
the  road ;  and  the  average  for  a  day,  derived 
from  this  record,  amonnts  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty-one  persons,  thirty-three  carriages,  and 
fif^-one  wagons. 

I  hold  the  document  in  my  hand,  sultjeot  to 
the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  may 
desire  to  examine  it. 

There  is  no  intention  to  Induce  the  House  to 
subscribe  "-to  a  mere  neighborhood  road.  The 
calculation  above  (quoted  must  convince  every 
gentleman  that  thia  is  a  road  greatiy  travelled 
— that  it  is  botli  useful  and  used.  And  while 
Ute  aid  of  Government  will  put  it  in  a  good 
oondition,  the  Government  will  not  lose  a  dol- 
lar by  its  beneficent  operation.  It  is  known  to 
many  gentiemen  ou  this  floor,  that'  the  road  is 
one  of  the  worst  in  all  our  country.  In  the 
winter  it  is  almost  impassable,  owing  to  the 
depth  of  the  soil,  which  readily  forma  deep 
mud  holes.  Such  is  the  difficulty  of  getting 
along,  that  the  wagoners  have  sometimes  to 
Join  themselves  in  gangs  to  lend  each  other  as- 
rastance.  Double  teams  are  often  hitched  to 
tiie  same  wagon;  and  not  unfreqoently  they 
become  so  deeply  mired,  that  the  neighbors 
have  to  turn  out  to  aid  the  teamstors ;  and  in 
winter  it  oftoy  happened,  after  sticking  in  the 
nure,  that  they  are  frozen  up  entirely.  The 
same  state  of  things  exists  in  reference  to  the 
mail ;  and  a  great  saving  will  be  effect«d  by  the 
Government,  boih  as  to  time  and  expense  in 
its  transportation.  Should  the  road  be  prop- 
erly made,  the  saving  on  this  head  alone  wUI 
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more  than  compensate  you,  even  if  the  moncj 
was  given,  instead  of  subscribed.  I  promisecL 
sir,  to  be  very  brief;  I  trust  I  have  fulfilled 
that  promise.  Whilst  I  do  not  desire  or  antici- 
pate any  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
yet  I  hold  myself  ready  now,  ana  at  all  times, 
to  defend  it,  should  any  be  offered. 

Mr.  FosTBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  stnke  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  could  not 
but  feel  surprised  at  the  confidence  expressed  by 
the  gentiemao  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Lbtohkr,) 
that  the  bill  would  meet  with  no  opposition ; 
this  surprise  was  only  equalled  by  that  which 
he  felt  at  the  support  which  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Oanols  bad  given  to  the  proposed 
measure  by  even  reporting  the  bill.  But  the 
gentleman  tells  us  this  is  a  national  road — and 
what  are  the  evidences  of  its  nationality  I 
Why,  ibrsooth,  that  immense  nambers  of 
horses,  wagons,  &c.,  travel  it,  and  that  in  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  it  is  umoet  impassable. 
Really,  ar,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  if  these  are  tiie  char- 
actoristica  of  a  national  road,  our  country 
abounds  with  them ;  there  is  scarcely  a  market 
road  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  which  might  not^ 
with  great  propriety,  claim  the  distinction. 
But  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  indisposed  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and 
was  satisfied  with  having  drawn  tlie  attention 
of  the  committee  to  it 

Mr.  Katnzs  inquired  whether  any  survey  of 
this  road  had  been  made  by  the  United  States 
engineers ;  or  whether  the  Honse  was  to  take 
the  statement  of  the  expense  on  the  estimates 
of  those  interested. 

Mr.  Lktcheb  replied,  that  an  engineer  named 
Williams,  the  same  person  who  had  been  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  on  the  Cnmberland 
road,  bad  surveyed  this  road.  It  had  also  been 
reported  on  by  engineers  in  the  United  Btatea 
service. 

Mr.  HATma  sud,  we  all  know  with  what  fa- 
cility such  surveys  are  procored,  and  how  easy 
it  is  to  get  subscriptions  to  any  new  scheme, 
especially  where  the  Government  is  to  be  a 
partner.  Borne  years  ago,  the  Honse  was  urged 
to  subscribe  to  some  such  undertaking.  He 
believed  it  was  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
Ganal,  when  it  was  pressed  as  on  arga- 
io  its  favor,  that  the  Dismal  Swamp  Oanal, 
a  link  in  the  gi^t  chain  of  internal  commani- 
cation,  as  it  is  colled,  had  been  completed ;  and 
yet,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  Honse^ 
a  further  subscription  had  been  asked  and  ob- 
tained to  the  Stock  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Oanal; 
which  time,  a  further  subscription  had 
been  obtained  for  liie  same  object.  Four  years 
ago,  we  had  been  asked  to  subscribe  one  bnn- 
dred  thonsand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Lonia- 
rille  and  Portland  Can>d,  aa  necessary  for  ita 
completion,  which  was  granted.  Since  tbat 
tlm^  a  further  subscription,  of  what  precise 
amount  be  did  not  recollect,  had  been  sought 
and  obtained,  and  a  still  further  snbecriptioQ 
is  now  asked  for.  He  said,  that,  laying  aaido 
every  other  consideratian  bift  the  men  qaeg- 
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tion  of  expedieocj,  (alUionKli  his  opinions  u  to 
the  oonstitQtioiiAli^  of  aaoh  meaanree  are  well 
known,)  he  trusted  the  Eonse  wonid  consider 
uaXarelj  before  it  engaged  in  aach  an  onder- 

3li.  LsTDEXB  replied, 

Mr.  Hathu  r^retted  that  the  Lonorable 

Ctleman  (Mr.  Lztoekb)  Bhoold  h&Te  Biipposed 
L  capable  of  entertainiDE  vindictive  feelings 
towards  Eeiitiicky,  Kentuckians,  or  to  an;  en- 
terprise in  wbioli  the?^  were  intereated.  He 
dierisbed  too  Mgh  a  respect  for  the  gentlemen 
firom  that  State,  with  whom  he  had  become 
acqa^ted  here  and  elewhere,  to  indulge  eaoti 
fbelinga.  [Ifr.  Lktoheb  eloigned,  aod  dia- 
<jMmed  such  an  impntatioD.] 

Mr.  Si.Tms  eoDld  not  permit  tbe  tnferenoe 
to  be  drkwn  from  the  remarks  of  the  gootle- 
mao  from  Kentucky,  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  eoter- 
tained  tiie  opinion  tnat  this  Government  baa 
the  power  to  engage  iu  works  of  internal  im- 
proTemeoL  In  hia  opinion,  the  subscription  to 
stock  stood  precisely  on  tne  aame  fboting,  in 
principle,  with  a  direot  appropriation  of  money 
fbrthe  eonatmotioaof  aroad  or  oaual.  Indeed, 
he  cooaidered  it  was  not  differing  ih)m  the 
ooDstroctiou  of  Bach  a  work  by  tne  Govem- 

He  oonaidered  the  power  of  taxation  to  be 
Umited  by  the  apeoifio  grants  in  the  oonatitn- 
tiwi,  and,  consequently,  the  power  of  appro- 


tee«dent.  However,  he  did  not  intend  to  aiwoe 
the  conBtitutiooal  qaestion,  bat  tbonght  tbns 
macb  necessary  by  way  of  protest  against  all 
■ach  acta  whatsoever. 

Hr.  IjrrOHKR,  in  reply,  insisted  that  the  road 
in  this  bill  was  strictly  national  in  its  oharso- 
ter.  Sir,  (sud  he,)  from  wh^t  has  &llen  from 
the  two  gentiemen  from  Gteor^pa,  (Mr.  Fostix 
and  Mr.  HATNB8,)  I  moat  have  been  peculiarly 
nnfbrtnnate  in  the  very  few  remarks  I  had  the 
hoocff  of  submitting  when  first  ap.  I  endeav- 
ored to  make  myself  understood.  I  stated 
thai,  sir,  and  now  repeat  that  statement,  that 
it  is  expected,  and  that  it  is  designed  to  oon- 
tinne  the  road  throagh  the  State  of  Ohio,  until 
it  interseoEa  tlie  great  national  road  usually 
known  as  tbe  Gumberlaod  road,  and  that  this 
wu  the  oommencement  of  the  scheme.  Yet, 
BIT,  gmtlemen  seem  to  mlsDoderstaad,  or  to 
mia^ly,  what  has  been  Boid,  and  to  persist  in 
ttke  intimation,  that  the  object  b  to  obtain  gov- 
ernmental aasiatanoe  for  local  aooommodation. 
It  is  not  so.  The  object,  sir,  has  been  fully  and 
fairly  avowed.  Until  now,  I  had  supposed  it 
was  very  generally  admitted  that  the  most 
nnexeeptionable  method  in  which  the  Gov- 
ernment could  engage  in  works  of  internal  im- 
provement was  to  subscribe  stock  in  com- 
pAniai  formed  by  individual  enterprise.  Bnt, 
kt  present,  it  seems  to  be  feared  by  the  gentie- 
men that  this  is  tbe  mode  best  oaloulated  to 
draw  money  from  the  Treasory,  to  be  distrib- 
itted  or  given  in  &  a^hb<nliood.    He  begged 


gentlemen  to  believe,  that  though  the  road  wql 
exoeedingly  bad,  and  a  good  one  much  needed, 
yet  the  friendsof  the  Wll  were  for,  very  far  from 
asking  any  thing  in  the  shapeof  charity.  They 
asked  for  no  gift,  no,  uothiog  like  it ;  but  merely 
invited  a  subscription  of  stock  to  assist  in  the 
improvement  of  a  most  important  and  useful 
work,  and  one  which  was  known  to  be  strictly 
national.  Though  Kentucky  had  never  yet  re- 
ceived a  cent  from  this  Government,  while  she 
saw  the  public  money  expended  elsewhere  for 
objects  of  internal  inprovement,  wbo,  sir,  has 
ever  heard  her  utter  a  groan,  or  heave  a  sigh  t 
He  trusted  she  would  always  have  too  much 
pride  to  beg  or  to  murmur.  No,  sir.  her  people 
are  not  a  begging  people.  She  had  always  voted 
to  appropriate  money  for  similar  objeeta;  and 
whenever  any  scheme  of  the  kind  was  proposed 
to  the  House,  she  presented  almost  an  undi- 
vided front.  And  why  f  Not  from  any  self- 
ish  and  sordid  motives,  bnt  because  she  was 
anxious  to  promote  the  prosperi^  and  interest 
of  the  oouutry,  a  part  of  whioh  she  is,  I  bope^ 
considered. 

Whilst  one  of  tbe  gentlemen  from  Georg^ 
urged  hia  objeolions  to  the  bill,  dr,  the  other  I 
thought  seemed  much  grieved  at  the  subscrip- 
tion which  had  heretofore  been  made  to  tb« 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  and  argued  that 
more  money  was  to  be  applied  for  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congrees.  When  that  bill  is 
owed  up,  sir,  let  tbe  gentieman  ofifar  his  ohjeo- 
tioos  to  it.  My  colleague,  (Mr.  WiaxurFX,) 
who  represents  that  region  of  the  country,  will 
be  ready  to  meet  him.  But  I  beg  of  the  gear 
tlemau,  (Mr.  Hatnxb,)  whatever  vindictive  feel- 
ings he  may  entertain  towards  that  measure, 
not  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  this  unoffend- 
ing one.  The  Louisville  Oanol  is  no  Eentacky 
measure,  and  the  State  cannot  be  charged  with 
the  investment  made  by  the  Government  for 
that  work.  It  is  a  measure  in  which  the  States 
above  and  below  Kentncky,  I  might  almost 
say,  sir,  ore  exclusively  interested.  Tbe  im- 
provement now  so  warmly  opposed  by  tbe  two 
honorable  gentlemen,  I  acknowledge,  sir,  is  of 
immense  consequence  to  the  State.  It  leads 
to  one  of  the  moat  fertile  r^ons  of  tbe  earth, 
and  connects  it  with  a  navigable  stream,  a 
country  l>eantifiil  and  highly  productive.  With- 
out it,  what  is  our  sitaationt  Why,  sir,  a  lit- 
tle like  living  in  the  bappy  valley,  very  difB- 
enlt  to  get  into,  and  yet  more  difficult  to  get 
out  of  it.  We  have  every  thing  in  great  abun- 
dance^ and  to  spare,  that  man  could  desire, 
esoept  an  outlet  to  a  good  market.  We  raise, 
ur,  ur  more  than  we  can  consume,  and  we  are 
desirous  of  furnishing  onr  neighbors  out  of  the 
BOTplus,  on  tbe  best  terms  and  upon  the  shortest 
'notice.  The  road  mnst  be  owned  to  be  nation- 
al as  soon  as  it  reoobed  the  great  Ohio  River. 
Did  it  lose  its  national  character  because  it  was 
to  be  so  much  used  by  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky) It  has  been  empbatii^ly  aslced  why 
the  State  does  not  make  the  road  herself.  Sir, 
(said  Ur.  L.,}  the  State  is  new,  her  resources 
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9  are  limited ;  she  wonld  make  it  if  she  oonld  , 

she  seeks  nothing  of  jon  aa  a  gift,  but  odIj  a 
little  avistBiiM  to  odTance  joar  own  intereeta 
aa  well  as  hers.  Yod  are  a  rich  ncd  able  Got- 
erameot,  with  ample  means  at  joia  command, 
and  cannot  lose  one  cent  by  complying  with 
her  reqaest.  Will  yon  refase  it?  Let  me,  sir, 
pnt  one  plain  qaestioa  to  the  friends  and  to  tbe 
oppoaew  of  intenwHmprovemeDt  What  wonld 
7on  think  of  the  character  of  a  father,  who  had 
eight  or  ten  ehildren,  each  of  whom  posaeseed  a 
fine  farm,  rich  and  fertile,  well  situated,  and  in 
perfeot  order,  if  a  younger  child,  always  affec- 
tionate and  datifiil,  who  had  ever  been  ready 
to  serve  its  parent  by  day  or  by  night,  in 
peace  or  in  war,  and  who  bad  not  deserted  him 
in  his  deepest  afflietton,  should  present  itself 
before  him,  and  say,  iaUier,  I  see  that  all  my 
brothers  are  prosperona  and  happy,  they  have 
fine  settlements  and  are  doing  well — I  am  glad 
to  see  it  I  helped  all  I  comd  to  make  them 
so.  I  do  not  envy  any  one  of  them  bis  good 
fortune.  My  own  farm,  however,  is  in  a  bad 
condition.  I  have  bad  a  great  deal  of  bard  work 
to  do,  and  at  this  moment  I  am  a  little  behind- 
hand; aiid  nsyou,  father,  are  in,fnndajQ8t  Dow, 
I  pray  yon  to  advance  me  a  small  sum  to  aid 
me  in  completing  an  improvement  highly  ad- 
TantageoQS  both  to  yon  and  to  me ;  I  ask  it  not 
as  a  gift,  bnt  merely  the  nsa  of  it  for  a  short 
period.  Sir,  is  there  a  gentleman  here  wbo 
conid  or  would  justify  the  fatlier  in  refnsing 
each  a  reqnest?  and  what  sort  of  a  &tber  must 
be  be  wbo  could  tarn  that  cliild  ftxim  bis  doort 
The  case  I  have  put,  I  think,  sir,  illnstrates  our 
tmesitnation,  Iwillnoteommentuponit  Iwill 
say,  however,  we  scorn  to  complain  of  tbe  help 
which  has  been  extended  to  others;  but  we 
shall  think  it  very  strange  and  very  ankinil,  if, 
when  we  come  for  the  first  time,  and  sak  yon 
to  do  a  most  Just  and  reasonable  thing,  to  aid 
an  enterprise  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the 
patronage  of  the  Government,  yon  should  ra- 
fose  it,  I  hope  my  friend  fi'om  Georgia  (Mr. 
Fdstxb)  does  not  deaire  to  throw  any  nnneces- 
sary  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  bil^  should  it 
be  tbe  pleosnre  of  a  m^ority  to  pass  it ;  and  I 
wonld  most  respectfully  submit  to  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
and  let  the  bill  be  reported  to  the  Honse.  He 
can  afterwards  make  any  opposition  he  may 
think  fit.  This  course  vrill  save  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  I  trust  he  will  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  FosTBB  ssjd  that  he  most  oheerfnlly  ao- 
oorded  to  the  chivalrous  and  high-minded  Een- 
tnckians  all  the  respeot  and  gratitude  to  which 
their  Bofi'erings  and  services  in  the  canse  of  o«t 
common  country  so  eminently  entitled  them. 
Nor  had  he  for  a  moment  considered,  much 
less  intimated,  that,  in  making  the  application 
which  tbe  bill  under  consideration  is  designed 
to  favor,  they  approached  ns  in  tlie  language  of 
supplication  or  complaint ;  he  knew  too  well  the 
proud  and  lofty  spirit  of  that  gallant  people,  to 
believe  that  they  wonld  descend  to  either. 

Mr.  F.  would  tronble  the  committee  with 
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only  a  few  words  more  in  relation  to  the  par> 
ticular  object  of  thia  bill.  The  gentieinui 
(Mr,  Letoueb)  who  advocates  it  with  so  mnch 
zeal,  has  told  us,  with  his  naual  candor,  that 
this  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  design  hi  more 
extensive — that  this  is  only  a  portion  of  a  great 
road  which  is  to  be  constmcted  from  Zaoes- 
ville,  in  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama.  Tiiis 
is  the  body,  the  centre  boilding  of  the  great 
work — the  wings  are  to  be  pnt  np  hereiiW. 
And  all  these  are  oty'ecta  of  national  impor- 
tance! Sir,  (said  Mr.  F,,)  it  would  be  easy  te 
point  out  five  hundred,  yes,  five  thousand  rosds 
of  the  same  description. 

Mr.  F.  hoped  that  no  gentleman  wonld  sus- 
pect him  of  having  any  wish  to  impede  the  prog- 
ress or  improvement  of  the  State  of  Kentucky; 
far  ft'om  it,  he  declared  himself  proud  to 


menta  in  the  national  defence,  but  for  tbe 
splendid  talenU  which  she  contributes  to  our 
national  councils.  Yet,  with  all  his  respect  for 
the  Stale,  and  her  patriotic  eons,  he  oonld  not 
vote  for  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  He  woidd, 
however,  withdraw  bismotjon  for  striking  oat 
the  enacting  danse,  and  sofi'er  the  bill  to  be 
reported  to  the  House,  when  a  direct  vote  cm 
be  taken  on  its  passage. 
[The  committee  then  rose.] 

WxDBB8ii*T,  April  28. 
The  MaytvilU  Tumpiit. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  autboriang  the  aniwcription  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock 
in  the  Maysville,  Washington,  Paria,  and  Lex- 
ington Turnpike  Road  Company. 

Mr.  Foster  bbX^  that,  if  this  were  the  only 
bill  of  the  kind  to  be  presented  to  the  consid- 
eration of  ttie  Honee,  he  wonld  rather  suffer  it 
to  meet  its  fate  at  once,  than  to  delay  the  time 
oi  the  Honse  by  any  remarks  of  his.  But 
there  are  now  on  our  calendar  nine  or  ten  bills 
of  the  same  character,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty 
ti>  warn  gentlemen  agwnst  the  danger  of  estab- 
lishing the  precedent — it  will  Mily  oe  the  com- 
mencement of  a  system  which  promises  to  have 
no  end.  The  applications  of  this  kind,  which 
had  been  made  during  this  session,  showed  the 
tendency  of  this  system  of  legislation.  It  has 
only  been  within  a  few  years,  he  believed,  that 
Congress  bad  ever  authorized  subscriptjona  for 
stock  in  canal  and  turnpike  companies;  but, 
having  done  so  in  a  few  mstances,  others  have 
l)een  encouraged  to  apply.  Sir,  sud  Mr.  F^ 
some  of  the  petitions  now  on  your  table  would 
never  have  been  dreamed  of,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  lud  yon  have  given  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  and  a  few  others.  But  these 
applications  having  been  thus  countenanced  by 
Congress,  other  companies  think  they  have  the 
same  t^ght  to  call  on  you  for  assistance.  And 
have  they  not  f  Can  yon  grant  to  one,  and  not 
to    another?     How    will   you    discriminatel 
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Too  cannot.  The  Btat«  Lt^atares  will  iucor- 
ponte  companies  for  objecta  of  internal  im- 
proTements,  whenever  applied  to^  and  if  joa 
take  stock  in  a  company  of  one  State,  jod 
most  do  BO  in  that  of  another  \  and  thus  there 
will  be  no  end  to  the  appropriations  aecemuj 
to  meet  the  calls  that  will  he  made  npon  you. 

The  road  now  under  consideration  is  to  ex- 
taii  onljr  urtj  tuilea ;  bnt  we  have  been 
■Ireadj  told  that  this  ifl  onlj  the  nuddle  link  of 
tbe  great  chain  that  is  to  extend  from  Zanes- 
Tille,  in  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama.  What 
tbea  ia  to  be  the  direct  and  almoat  neoessar; 
eoDseijDeiice  of  pasdng  this  bill  t  It  requires 
DO  spirit  of  prophecj  to  predict.  In  a  short 
time,  a  compsnj  will  be  formed,  and  inoorpo* 
rated  b^  Oluo,  to  extend  the  roajd  from  Mays- 
ville  to  Zanesville.  Other  companies  wUl  be 
incorporated  by  Eentacky,  Tennessee,  and  Ala- 
bama, to  eonstmot  the  portions  of  the  road 
Ifing  within  those  States  fh)m  Lexington  to 
Rorenoe — and  then  come  the  applications  of  all 
thoM  <:«impaniea  to  take  puts  of  their  stock. 
And  can  /on  reftise  t 

Bnt  again,  sir ;  Anthoriw  this  snbBcription, 
in  a  few  days  the  bill  to  aid  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  will  be  preaented  for  onr  oonaid- 
erstion.  That  ia  &  great  work— and  we  shall 
doabtlees  be  told  it  is  one  of  national  impor- 
tance, too.  Next  comes  the  Charleston  Rail- 
road—and  npon  the  heels  of  that  the  Ogeechee 
and  AJtsmaha  Canal,  with  several  others.  AH, 
lie  supposed,  national  works ;  and  all  having 
eqnal  claims  (some  of  them  perhaps  stronger) 
with  those  of  the  road  now  nnder  diBonsaion. 
Do  Bot  gentlemen  see,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  they 
are  embarking  in  a  sfstem  of  legislation  to 
vbieh  there  is  no  limit?  Mr.  F.  had  also  con- 
Btitntioiul  objeotions  to  all  bills  of  this  charac- 
ter, bnt  he  should  not  arge  them,  becanse  be 
waa  Ktisfied  that  a  deoided  m^oritf  of  the 
Hoose  believed  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  make  appropriations  for  int«mal  improve- 
meots.  He,  however,  understood  this  same 
BOfOTitf  to  limit  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
oljeetB  strictlj  national.  Ur.  F.  was  not  cer- 
tmn  that  his  mind  was  snffioientlr  discriminat- 
ing to  distinguish  between  national  and  local 
oqects — but  certainly  if  there  could  be  a  pnb- 
lio  -work  projected  which  was  not  national,  it 
waa  this  very  road.  A  national  road  from 
Lexington  to  the  Ohio  River  I  A  road  on 
which  DO  tfoops  are  to  travel — no  munitions  of 
var  to  be  bwisported ;  and  which,  in  a  word, 
is  to  answer  no  national  purpose  whatever. 
The  idea  is  absnrd ;  and  he  b^ged  the  House 
not  to  be  misled  by  the  character  songht  to  be 
given  to  this  work. 

Mr.  CoLSHUi  Bud  that  the  importance  of 
tliis  subject  was  deeply  felt  in  the  State  of 
Ketttackj,  and  partionlarly  that  part  of  it 
which  he  had  lie  honor  to  represent.  This 
bfll  waa  introduced,  said  Mr.  0.,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  a  very  large  and  respectable  proportion 
oinij  CMistitaents ;  and  the  road  contemplated 
to  be  improved,  jHuaes  throogh  three  of  the 
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four  counties  of  my  district.  A  number  of  our 
patriotic  and  enterprising  citizens  have  entered 
into  an  asaociation  for  the  porpose  of  acquiring 
and  diffoang  information  on  the  snl^eot  of  in- 
ternal improvement  in  the  West ;  and  tley 
have,  at  their  private  expense,  procured  the  ud 
of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  en- 
gineers in  the  Union,  by  whose  exertions  they 
have  been  enabled  to  lay  before  Oongress  a  fuU 
and  satis&ctory  report,  and  map,  exhibiting  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  improvement 
The  Legislature  of  the  State  have  given  an  nn- 
qnalifl^  approbation  of  the  undertaking,  and 
have  authorized  a  subscription  of  stock,  which, 
considering  the  state  of  the  finances  there,  is 
generous  and  liberal.  These  ciroumstaooes, 
evidencing  the  intense  interest  of  the  people 
and  the  State,  will,  I  trust,  jnstifyme  in  the  few 
remarks  that  I  may  present  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Honse. 

This  is  the  first  application  which  the  State 
of  Kentucky  has  ever  made  to  Congress  for  ud 
in  tiie  construction  of  her  internal  improve- 
ments ;  and  I  did  hope  it  would  be  permitted 
to  pass  without  discussion.  This  violent  efibrt 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  this  bill,  by  urging 
its  nnconslitntionality  and  impolioy  in  debate, 
was  not  necessary  to  show  to  the  world  what 
are  tbe  opinions  of  Bonthem  members  on  this 
subject.  From  the  tenor  of  the  argument,  I 
am  sure  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr,  Foa- 
ter)  did  not  expect  to  change  the  vote  of  a  mn- 
gle  member.  Why  has  it  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  oppose  so  vehemently  this  meosare, 
oarrying  great  advantages  to  the  West )  Why 
demand  so  imperiously  a  demonstration  of  its 
nationality  t  Is  it  because  of  that  peculiar 
kindness  of  feeling  en  the  part  of  the  South 
towards  the  West,  boasted  of  not  long  since  t 
Or,  is  it  to  encourage  a  scrupuloos  investiga- 
tion of  all  propositions  which  may  arise  here^ 
requiring  the  public  treasure  to  aooomplish  an 
object  which  is  confined  to  a  State  in  point  of 
locality)  I  trust  that  gentlemen  maybe  pre- 
pared, when  they  may  be  called  m>on,  to  jus- 
tify the  expenditure  of  millions  for  Oeor^a, 
when  they  refuse  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  profitable  stock,  for  the  aid  of 
Kentucky. 

This  is  no  new  project  which  we  have  nnder 
consideration.  iBe  Oongress  of  the  United 
States  have  long  since  settled  the  principle  of 
this  measure.  We  have  subscribed  stock  in 
the  Dismal  Bwamp  Oanal  Company;  in  the 
Delaware  Canal,  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  and  in  the  Louisville  Canal  Compauiee. 
But  gentiemen  say,  every  inch  of  the  Maysville 
road  is  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  How  can  it 
be  national !  I  answer,  every  inch  of  the  Bel- 
aware  Oanal,  sixteen  miles  in  length,  is  ui  the 
State  of  New  Jersey ;  and  every  inch  of  the 
Louisville  Canal  is  in  one  oonnty,  nay,  I  be- 
lieve in  one  city.  How  can  they  be  national  t 
Yet  Oongress  have  subscribed  for  stock  in  both 
of  them.  I  have  said  that  this  is  the  first  ap- 
plication for  the  interest  of  Eentnoky.    I  did 
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ax,  b«osDBe  the  iunds  applied  to  the  Loais- 
le  Canal  are  not  so  mach  for  the  benefit  of 
that  State,  as  for  that  of  FeDnsjlvama,  Vir- 
ginia, Ohio,  Indiana,  and  other  States.  In 
tTDUi,  sir,  it  operates  Hgoinst  Kentnckj,  be- 
cause it  operates  agaloet  Louisville,  our  most 
important  commercial  aij. 

Nor  does  this  work,  now  uader  discussion, 
promise  exclusive  advantage  to  Kentock)'.  If 
accomplished  to  the  extent  oontemplated  by 
this  bill,  it  will  greatlj  conduce  to  the  interests 
of  Ohio,  and  all  the  States  sitnated  westwardlj 
of  ns.  We  claim  some  attention  from  this 
Government ;  we  contribate  largely  to  fill  the 
pablic  Treasury ;  we,  in  other  respects,  per- 
form our  part  as  a  member  of  the  confederacy, 
and  can  see  no  reason  why  our  interests  should 
be  overlooked.  Not  as  a  gratuity,  bnt  as  a 
right,  we  ask  it. 

The  road  under  consideration  is  a  part  of  the 
road  from  one  important  commercial  sitnation 
on  the  Ohio  to  another  still  more  so,  if  possi- 
ble.    The  road  Irom  Haysvilte  to   IiOnisville, 


fort,  the  seat  of  Oovemment,  and  Sbelbyville, 
is  doubtless  the  most  important  road  in  the 
State  of  Eeutnoky,  and  perhaps  equal  to  any 
of  the  same  extent  in  the  western  country.  A 
very  gre^  portion  of  the  goods,  salt,  iron,  and 
other  artjcles  consomed  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, is  landed  at  Ifaysville,  or  Limestone,  as 
it  was  called  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
State,  and  thence  seeks  a  land  transportation  to 
the  bwrior.  A  vast  quantity  of  tie  prodoce 
and  manufactures  of  the  interior  is  brought  to 
this  place,  to  be  shipped  for  New  Orleans ;  and 
when  the  Ohio  Oimal  shall  be  completed,  the 

Soantity  will  be  much  greater,  as  much  pro- 
uce  will  be  sent  to  the  North  thipogh  that 
canal  and  the  lakes. 

All  the  groceries  used  above  Louisville  are 
landed  at  that  city  and  Uaysville,  and  from 
those  places  seek  a  oonreyance  to  the  interior 
along  this  roote;  and. the  produce  and  mann- 
facturee  of  a  very  rich  country  are  shipped  at 
LonisviUe  for  this  lower  market.  In  truth,  sir, 
the  quantity  of  prodaoe  and  goods  transported 
npon  this  road,  and  the  travelling  thereon, 
eqoal  those  on  any  road  in  the  Western  States - 
I  miglit  say  in  the  United  States.  I  fumisbed 
my  coUeagaa  (Ur.  Lriooeb)  on  tlie  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  an  accurate  estimate  of 
t^e  travelling  on  this  road,  near  Uaysville,  for 
thirty  days,  several  of  which  were  unfavorable, 
in  consequence  of  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
This  table  shows  that,  in  that  period  of  time, 
the  number  of  persons  that  passed  was  nine 
thousand  fonr  hundred ;  of  horses,  twelve 
thousand  eight  hundred  J  aud  wagons  and  carta, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy — mak- 
ing an  average  per  day  of  three  hundred  and 
seventeen  persons,  fonr  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  horses,  and  fifty-two  wagons,  besides 
stock,  carriages,  &c.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
report  of  the  United  States  engineers,  (Long 
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and  Trimble,)  made  during  the  semen  of 
1827-'28;  in  which  they  say  that  the  rotd 
tram  Maysville  to  Lexington  is  more  traveled 
than  any  other  of  the  same  extent  in  the  State 
of  Kentucky.  These  facts  are  evidencea  that 
the  stock  of  this  company  must  be  cooiL 
From  the  best  information  which  I  have  oeen 
able  to  obtiun,  it  must  yield  six  or  eight  psr 
cent.,  clear  of  all  contingent  and  current  ei- 
peuses  for  repair.  Jt  wQl  bo  borne  in  mind 
that  the  report  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  I  have 
hod  laid  on  some  of  your  tables,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  United  States  engineers,  shows  that  the 
ahnndsnce,  convenience,  and  durability  ef  ma- 
terials for  coDstruoting  a  road,  justify  the  idea 
that  the  work  can  be  effected  at  comparativdf 
little  cost,  and  that,  when  eonstruct«d,  it  will 
require  bnt  a  Infling  expense  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair for  many  years.  If  these  facts  no  not  io- 
contestably  evmoe  the  commercial  importanM 
of  this  road,  I  acknowledge  my  disabilitj  to 
comprehend  what  is  entitled  to  these  appella- 
tions; and  Ihey  show  that  these  sdvantagte 
may  bo  obtained  at  a  very  inconsiderable  com- 
parative expense.  If  Congress  have  not  the 
power  to  create  for  this  nation  such  comuier- 
cial  facilities  as  are  contemplated  by  tlie  bill, 
then  am  I  at  a  loss  to  know  what  rights  w«rs 
designed  to  be  given,  under  the  power  to  regu- 
late oommeroe  among  the  States. 

This  road  is  the  great  national  mul  route 
from  the  East  to  Kentucky,  and  all  the  Slat« 
west  and  northwest  of  ns.  But,  Mr,  what  is 
your  mail !  Is  it  a  national  or  a  State  con- 
cern t  or  is  it  of  any  consequence  to  Mther  t  I 
may  differ  with  gentlemen  on  this  subject, 
when  I  suppose  the  moll  establishment  spper- 
t^ns  to  the  General  Government,  and  that  it 
is  the  most  valnable  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment It  cannot  he  denied  that  whateTOi 
oontribntee  largely  to  diffuse  infomiatiun  amoag 
the  people,  on  the  interesting  subject  of  manii- 
factures,  arts,  literature,  commerce,  sgrioulture, 
and  our  political  relations,  is  richly  worth  the 
attention  of  this  House,  wise  as  it  may  be,  or 
be  supposed  to  be.  In  a  country  where  the 
Govemmeht  depends  upon  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple for  its  efficiency,  and  their  iutelligeuce  for 
its  beneficial  influences,  is  it  not  a  considers' 
tion  of  deep  magnitude,  to  liberalize  that  will, 
and  enlarge  that  intelligence,  to  the  greatest 
extent  of  which  they  are  susceptible! 

In  my  humble  conception,  nothiug  can  to 
largely  conduce  to  the  accomplishment  of  tbew 
eu^  as  the  constant,  I  may  say  d^y,  inter- 
course which  takes  place  among  all  ports  of  ttie 
United  States,  through  the  agency  of  onrmail 
establishment.  Sir,  as  your  population  prewes 
onward  and  onward,  the  same  wise  policy 
which  first  induced  the  institution  of  this  de- 
partment, will  require  its  extension.  You  maat 
keep  up  that  intercourse  among  all  parts  of  one 
vast  country,  especially  in  the  new ;  becaW 
in  a  social,  commerciid,  and  political  point  d 
view,  it  is  essential  to  our  existence.  Much 
has  bee^  done  in  this  respect    In  1795,  we  hu 
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nTNitT'fi?e  post  offices,  and  eighteen  handred 
milcB  of  po«C  road.  Now  we  have  eight  thoD- 
anA  foEir  hundred  post  offices,  and  one  bnn- 
drad  ud  fifteen  thoQBand  milea  of  post  road. 
An  inuneoM  improTement  in  the  S7st«ni  1  Yet, 
more  mif  be  done  with  ease  and  advantage. 
We  on  yet  aid  the  Postmaster  General  to  ren- 
der Mb  deparlzaent  still  more  lueful,  by  im- 
praring  the  condition  of  onr  great  mail  roatea ; 
Aeretij  eipedittng  its  progress,  and  diminish- 
ing the  cost  of  its  traneportstion.  These,  of 
emne,  leave  more  time  and  means  to  sapply 
tbow  parts  of  onr  common  oonntir  which  are 
now  totally  without,  or,  if  supplied  at  all,  to  a 
ver;  partial  extent.  I  feel  sntborized  to  uj 
tlut  the  saving  on  the  transportation  of  the 
nail  letireea  Lexington  and  Hajsville  would 
^qiroiimate  very  nearly  the  interest  on  the 
mm  DOT  asked,  independent  of  liie  inoreased 
ednity,  and  all  its  conseqnences.  And  it 
^nld  be  recollected  that  the  chief  advantage 
vhidi  the  Government  proposes  to  derive  from 
(be  post  office  establishment,  is  not  the  saving 
in  doUus  and  cents,  bat  sncfa  advantages  as 
would  liave  induced  it«  adoption,  if  it  had  been 
idead  expense  to  ns  to  the  extent  of  its  in- 
Mne,  which,  I  believe,  is  adequate  to  defray 
iti  Tut  eipenseA ;  advantages  which,  like  onr 
luatth  sod  onr  freedom,  we  are  not  apt  duly  to 
^fiedate,  nntil  we  are  deprived  of  them. 
Let  this  coantry  be  deprived  of  this  great  en- 
gioe  of  inter-oonuntmion,  and  we  shall,  by  the 
eoatrast,  be  able  to  place  a  proper  estimate 
upon  its  valne,  and  the  high  national  impor- 
tmce  of  its  ntmost  extension.  In  relation  to 
this  ptrticular  road,  let  me  say  to  yon,  that  for 
KTenl  months  in  the  year  it  is  impassable, 
loor  stages  are  obliged  to  leave  it,  and  seek  a 
passage  throngb  farms,  and  along  mifrequented 
>iji ;  thereby  subjected  to  innnmerable  de- 
1^1,  difficnlties,  and  dangers.  Oonvinoed  of 
thu  marked  ineonveoience,  the  Legialatnre  of 
Kentncky,  aiming  at  a  removal  of  the  evil,  has 
■nbKribed  for  stock  in  this  company.  Will 
tins  Government,  infinitely  more  able,  to  whom 
the  regnlation  of  the  mail  partionlarly  belongs, 
tffaK  to  eontribate  her  portion  to  this  work, 
when,  in  its  accomplishment,  more  benefit  will 
MOM  to  the  General  Government  than  to  the 
State,  or  to  individaals  through  whose  landed 
(States  it  may  cbanc«  to  pass )  It  cannot  be 
HutOiiaGoTerDinent  will  use  the  road  daily, 
coatribnte  to  render  it  impassable,  and  witlk- 
boid  ita  mite  to  rep^r  and  amend  its  condition, 
f^,  the  snm  now  asked  is  bnt  a  mit«,  when  com- 
pared to  the  inainenae  snm  annually  expended 
m  that  road  in  the  labor  of  onr  peasantry. 

TstjaaDiT,  April  29. 

Mtt/niOs  Soad  SUl. 
Til.  Folk  said :  He  was  opposed  altogether  to 
^  system  of  appropriations  for  sectional  pur- 
pose. It  was  a  more  easy  matter,  it  appeared, 
to  vote  profuse  Bums  in  the  Congress  of  the 
Uoiled  States.    He  repeated  that  it  was  more 


easy  to  vote  ten  thousand  dollars  in  Congress, 
than  ten  dollars  in  a  State  Legialatnre.  What 
woald  be  the  result  of  this  lavish  mode  of  ex- 
pending the  public  money — what  its  catuel 
The  country  looked  to  tbe  present  Executive  for 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  economy  and  re- 
trenchment; and  how  could  this  be  effected,  but 
by  the  most  vigilant  attention  I  The  practical 
ojwratlon  of  tbe  system  now  prevalent  waa 
directly  the  reverse.  The  engineers  iutmst«d 
with  the  surveys  would  not  report  adversely  to  a 
project,  the  adoption  of  which  benefited  uem- 
selvea.  The  road  in  qneation  received  the 
saoction  of  the  State  Legislature  in  January 
last ;  BO  recently,  he  lagged  it  to  be  observed, 
as  January  last ;  and  yet  an  application  was 
made  to  Oongreas  for  pecuniary  aid  towards  its 
completion.  Where,  he  asked,  was  thia  sys- 
tem to  stop  1  He  conceived  the  whole  of  these 
applications  to  be  most  peraicions  in  their  ten- 
dencies, and  unconstitutional  in  principle. 

Hr.  TcoKEB  reprobated  the  system  upon 
which  this  bill,  and  numerous  others  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  were  fonnded.     In  his  Judgment,  a 


disastrous  consequences. 

Ur.  PowBBs  opposed  the  i 
deemed  it  oly'ectionable  in  every  constitutional 
point  of  view.  He  spoke  of  the  various  inge- 
nious arguments  urged  in  favor  of  this  project, 
and  of  others  of  a  similar  nature.  The  Buffalo 
Boad  bill  had  been  olijeoCed  to,  becaase  it  was 
too  long ;  and  this  one  might  be  so  olgected  to, 
because  it  was  too  short.  This  circumstance 
reminded  him  of  the  lady  (and  ladies  were 
sometimes  fond  of  complEuning)  whose  husband 
was  stated  to  find  the  bread  occasionally  burnt 
and  occasionally  mere  dough.  The  road  had 
been  oalled  national  in  its  object,  because  it  led 
from  one  point  of  the  Onion  to  another.  Now, 
he  asked  whether  every  road  throughout  the 
United  States  might  not  be  said,  by  a  parity  of 
reasoning,  to  be  a  national  road ;  for  all  of 
them  lea  from  one  point  of  the  country  to  an- 
other. This  argument,  therefore,  was  utterly 
fallacious.  He  concluded  by  an  earnest  depre- 
cation of  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

Mr,  Caksos  objected  to  the  bilL  He  was 
opposed  to  a  system  which  went  to  make  the 
Government  of  the  Union  a  stockholder,  from 
sordid  views  of  interest,  in  public  companies 
incorporated  by  a  State, 

Ur.  Cbooebtt  sud  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
make  a  speech  upon  llie  subject.  Indeed,  he 
was  convinced  in  his  own  mind,  that,  if  uey 
were  to  speak  for  five  days  upon  it,  not  a  sin- 
gle vote  would  be  changed.  Every  one,  he 
thought,  had  already  made  up  their  minds  with 
respect  to  it  He  should  therefore  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  yeoa 
101 ;  nays  not  counted. 

The  main  qneation,  on  the  passage  of  the 
hill,  was  then  pnt,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  the  following  vote:  Teas  102,  uays  36 
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FitiDi.T,  April  80. 
Land  Claimi  in  Florida. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  eatilled  "  An  act  for  tiie  fin^  settle- 
ment of  land  claims  inFlorida;"  Bsd  the  question 
reenrred  on  the  passage  of  the  said  bill ;  when 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Wioklittb,  that 
the  swd  bill  bo  recommitted  to  the  Oomniitt«e 
on  the  Pnblio  Lands,  withinstmctioDS  to  amend 
the  samCj  bo  as  to  exclude  from  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  all  such  cluma  as  have  been  con- 
firmed b^  the  register  and  receiver,  npoa  tbe 
evidence  of  the  oonfinnation  of  Ibe  Qovemors 
of  Florida,  after  tbe  24th  of  January,  1618; 
and,  after  a  long  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
WsiTa  and  Wiuib  zealoosl;  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  Mr.  WioKi-ivn  Bnpported  it,  tbe  mo- 
tion was  negatived  bj  a  large  m^ontj ;  and 
then  tbe  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

[The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
WhiteO 

Mr.  Wbitb,  of  Florida,  said,  he  was  too  sen- 
rible  of  tbe  velne  of  tbe  time  of  tbe  Eonse,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  ask  its  atten- 
tion longer  than  was  absolntely  necessary  to 
reply  to  some  of  tbe  most  prominent  objections 
that  had,  in  tbe  varions  stages  of  its  progress, 
been  offered  agunst  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideratiim.  I  did  hope,  said  Mr.  W., 
that,  after  the  discussion  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  decisive  indication  given  of  the 
sense  of  the  Uonse  at  that  time,  this  bill  wonld 
not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a  motion  to  re- 
commit, which,  if  SQCcessfnl,  puts  an  end  to  alt 
gospect  of  its  becoming  a  law  at  this  session  of 
ingress. 

If  I  can  be  able  to  command  the  attention  of 
tbe  House  for  a  short  time,  I  tmst  I  shall  sat- 
isfy them  that  this  bill  proposes  no  new  princi- 
ple in  legislation ;  and  that  tbe  apprehension  of 
any  bad  conseqcences  resoltjng  from  the  first 
eeotion,  in  its  present  shape,  is  entirely  falla- 
ctOQB.  Tbe  object  of  Congress  In  organizing 
special  tribmials  for  the  ai^ndication  of  these 
claimB.  is  to  tree  onrselves  from  the  trouble  or 
necessity  of  going  into  an  eiamination  of  the 
volnminons  documents  and  evidence  exhibited 
by  the  claimants,  and  tbe  varioos  intricate 
qnestions  of  Spanish  nsage  and  law  that  must 
arise  in  the  decision  of  these  que^ions.  Such 
a  body  OB  this,  organized  to  consolt  and  legis- 
late npon  tbe  various  and  complicated  affairs  of 
a  great  empire,  baa  neither  the  time  nor  the 
means  of  going  Into  a  minnte  or  satisfactory 
investigation  of  such  qaestions.  It  bas  higher 
duties  to  perform ;  and  in  conseqnence  of  the 
utter  impracticability,  as  well  as  impolioy,  of 
an  attempt  to  decide  upon  every  small  land 
claim,  derived  from  a  foreign  Government,  in 
the  territories  acquired  by  treaty,  it  has  been 
tbe  established  practice  to  organize  a  board  of 
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.  in  tbe  comitry  where  the 
grants  were  made,  where  the  archives  are  de- 

Eoaited,  and  where  the  land  lies.  These  officers 
old  their  commisaiona,  and  receive  thur  com- 
pensation, fW>m  the  Government,  one  of  the 
parties  directly  interested  in  the  deeisiwi  of 
every  claim  presented.  If  there  is  any  leanioB 
on  either  side,  it  is  always  on  that  from  whi^ 
the  power  is  derived.  With  the  most  honest 
intentions,  and  a  constant  effort  to  act  withcnt 
pr^adice,  there  is  a  constant  attractioa  be- 
tween all  federal  ofBcers  and  the  Government 
and  its  interests.  Federal  judges  pronounce, 
with  great  indifference,  State  laws  to  be  uncon- 
stitQtional,  and  State  judges  pronounce  the 
acts  of  Congress  to  be  nnconstitntional ;  when 
neither,  unless  in  an  extraordinary  case,  pro- 
nonnced  tbe  laws  of  the  Government,  front 
which  they  hold  their  commisaions,  nnconstiCa- 
tional  or  void.  To  make  an  application  of  this 
principle.  I  ask  any  gentleman  to  read  this  re- 

£ort,  and,  instead  of  striking  from  tbia  bill  one- 
alf  of  the  cases  confirmed,  I  do  not  hed- 
tate  to  say  tbat  he  would  be  more  inclined  to 
say  ^at  the  number  of  confirmations  ought 
to  be  doubled.  I  do  not  say  that  In^netioe  has 
been  done ;  but  I  will  say,  that,  if  aoy  has 
been,  it  is  to  the  claimants.  I  say  that  the 
rigor  with  which  these  claims  have  been  ex- 
amined, will  operate  more  m^jnstly  to  them 
than  the  United  States.  I  believe  that  this  is 
the  first  instance  in  tbe  historj  of  ottr  kfpsla- 
tion  tdnce  the  Louisiana  treaty  in  1608,  in 
which  an  attempt  bas  ever  been  made  to  re- 
verse tbe  decisions  of  oar  commissioiiera,  and 
strike  out  half  of  the  claims  confirmed  by 
them.  Namerous  instances  can  be  found  at 
every  session  of  Congress,  for  twenty  years,  in 
whi^  the  rigor  of  the  coromiasionerv  bas  been 
mitigated  by  the  clemency  of  Congresa,  in  giv- 
ing to  eveiT  equitable  claim  the  moat  liberal 
and  favorable  interpretation. 

If  this  motion  succeeds,  we  shall  reverse  tbe 
order  of  things,  and  introduce  a  new  system, 
as  Impolitic  and  unwise  in  tbe  Government,  as 
it  will  be  oppressive  upon  a  people  tmnsfeired 
to  ns,  with  a  guaranty,  on  our  part,  to  do  what 
^ain  would  have  done.  I  have  bad  occanoa 
to  look  into  the  history  of  all  that  haa  been 
done  by  this  Govermnent  on  this  anbjectj  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  tbe  principle  in  * 
this  bill  bas  been  sanctioned  at  every  sneceeriTe 
session  of  Cocgress  for  twenty  years.  What  is 
the  object  of  this  motion)  To  recommit  tbe 
bill,  with  instructions  to  strike  from  it  every 
cltum  which  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  had 
confirmed  subsequentiy  to  tbe  24tb  of  Jonnaiy, 
1918,  the  time  hmited  in  tbe  treaty,  prior  to 
which  all  grants  should  have  emanated,  to  be 
recognized  and  confirmed  by  this  Government. 
By  the  eighth  article  of  our  treaty  with 
Spun,  the  United  Statee  agreed  to  confirm  and 
ratify  all  grants  ("  todat  lot  eonetnwme*  ")  and 
concessions  made  by  the  Spanish  authorities 
prior  to  tbe  24th  Jsnnary,  1618,  to  the  same 
extent  that  tbey  wodld  have  l>een  raUd,  if  tbe 
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terribwiu  bad  remained  nnder  the  dominioii  of 
His  Catfaolio  Mt^estj.  This  article  oonl«m- 
pl&ted  the  recogiuti<Hi  of  complete  grants,  and 
th«  com^etion  of  imperfect  ones,  aa  Spain 
would  have  completed  them.  The  gva  dkxU 
of  doing  this  was  left  to  the  jnsUce  of  thb 
GoTernment,  under  a  foil  ooavictioD  that  the 
United  States  wodM  be  just,  if  not  liberal,  to 
tiieir  newlj^  aoqniref  oitizena.  The  act  of  1828 
cmifiarred  the  power  of  doing  this,  upon  the 
register  and  reaaiver,  who  were  to  act  as  ra 
m^cia  commiagioners,  to  oarr^  this  article  into 
effect.  Theae  officers  sat  in  the  province  in 
which  the  land  lies,  having  before  them  the 
areliires  of  the  Spanish  Oovemment.  The/ 
have  presented  this  report,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears  that  the;  have  cotmrmed  seventy-one 
moll  daims,  and  ny'ected  one  hnndred  and 
tfairt;r-ive.  The  propositioa  now  is,  to  recom- 
uut  this  bill,  to  strike  from  it  thirtj  coses. 
Sir,  if  this  motion  sacceeds,  these  people  will 
have  occasion  to  r^ret  the  da;  that  the;  were 
aver  traorierred  to  the  United  States.  The  act 
which,  according  to  oar  ideas,  made  them  free, 
will,  according  to  their  conceptions,  make  them 
beggars  I  fear  some  of  them  will  not  lova 
Bbertj  so  mnoh,  as  to  be  entirely  contented 
with.  ;onr  dtsfVanchlsement  of  their  property. 
.  I  Bay  their  property,  becanse,  if  Spain  had  re- 
tained the  territories,  she  would  have  com- 
pleted every  imj>erfeet  title  in  East  Florida, 
whenever  a  petition  had  been  presented  to  the 
Governor. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Spain,  to  grant  lands  gratuitoosly  to 
all  the  inhabitants  who  wonld  receive  them. 
The  most  informal  and  incomplete  of  these 
tittaa  were  the  most  honest,  and  best  estjtled 
to  oar  confirmation,  when  the  policy  of  that 
Oavemmeat  is  considered.  The  lowest  order 
of  these  titles,  a  "permit  of  settlement,"  was 
daefaved  by  the  oommissioners  of  West  Florida 
be  most  honest,  as  weU  as  the  most  certdn 
titta.  To  complete  it,  and  obtain  a  title  in  the 
uanie  of  the  king,  called  sometimes  "  a  title  in 
ferm,"  or  "  tihile  de  propriedad,"  or  "royal 
title,"  it  was  only  necessary  to  summon  wit- 
nessea  to  appear  before  the  Governor,  and 
prove  a  setUement  upon  the  land,  and  a  cootin- 
nance  a  certain  length  of  time.  Tbis  proof 
entitled  the  ooeupani,  to  a  grant  in  the  name  of 
the  king.  It  was  a  favor  to  the  crown,  and  not 
to  the  subject,  to  settle  and  strengthen  their 
didaat  provinces  and  colonies.  In  the  inter- 
pretBtion  of  this  treaty,  we  shonld  remember 
their  policy,  and  not  oars,  which  holds  np  the 
land  it  a  price  so  high,  tliat  it  is  difSonlt  for  a 
poor  man  to  pmxihase  even  the  smallest  le^ 
divisioD  of  the  sorveys.  Looking  to  this  pol- 
icy, can  any  man  donbt  what  Spun  would  have 
donef  I  cannot  donbt  bntthat  she  would  have 
amfirmed  every  one  of  those  one  hundred  and 
Airty-fira  cases  rejected.  If  any  man  was  not 
Mtisfied  with  his  land,  be  had  only  to  petition 
(ha  Governor,  and  a  transfer  of  the  location 
WIS  granted,  as  a  matter  of  cooiae. 
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The  motion  now  made  to  recommit  this  hill 
with  instructions,  is  placed  by  the  honorable 
mover  on  two  gronnds :  the  one  of  which  ia 
founded  upon  the  idea  that  there  are  grants 
made  BObsequent  to  the  time  at  which  Spain 
was  interdicted  from  making  them  by  the 
treaty.  If  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  into  this  report,  they  will  find  that  every 
claim  dated  after  that  period  has  been  r^ected. 
The  commiBsioners  have  not,  in  any  instanca, 
confirmed  a  single  claim  posterior  to  the  34lh 
of  January,  1818.  They  have,  in  about  thirty 
cases,  considered  the  royal  title  given  by  the 
Governor  subsequent  to  that  day,  and  before 
the  delivery  of  the  province  to  the  United 
States,  SB  evidence  of  the  performance  of  the 
condition.  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to 
the  fact,  that  these  confirmationa  are  made 
apoa  concessions,  the  largest  part  of  which 
eventnated  from  the  legitimate  entborilieB  of 
Spain  twenty  years  before  the  treaty  was  ever 
thought  of.  A  concession  is  a  grant,  upon  con- 
dition of  settlement.  One  of  the  concessions 
is  given  as  early  as  the  year  1TB4. 

In  1619,  the  concessionary  or  claimant  came 
before  the  Governor,  who  was  a  jndicial  as 
well  as  eiecative  officer,  and  offerea  his  testi- 
moay.'  The  witnesses  were  examined,  the 
proof  recorded,  and  deported  amoog  the  pub- 
lic archives  on  the  protocol  called  "  detltgen- 
eiat."  The  royal  title,  as  it  ia  celled,  begins 
with  a  recitation,  "  Por  qwtnto,"  &o. ;  or, 
"  whereas."  It  recites  that  a  concession  issued 
on  such  a  day  upon  condition,  and  that  certain 
witnesses  were  called  and  sworn,  who  proved 
the  performance.  These  archives  are  before 
the  commissioners.  The  testimony  is  recorded, 
the  witnesses  known  to  the  oommiBsioners,  or, 
if  dead,  or,  removed  to  Ouba,  their  characters 
are  known  from  their  neighbors.  The  com- 
missioners Bay  we  receive  this  evidence  of  the 
performance  of  the  condition.  It  would  be  a 
nugatory  and  useless  act  to  call  the  witnesses 
over  again,  when  their  teatimony  la  recorded, 
and  recited  in  the  royal  title  given  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. Instead  of  looking  to  every  act  of  a 
Spanish  tribuna],  sa  a  scheme  to  defraud  the 
nni(«d  States,  I  would  rather  put  this  more 
liberal  and  charitable  construction  npoa  it,  and 
consider  the  act  as  an  evidence  of  what  Spain 
would  have  done  if  the  territories  had  re- 
mained under  the  dominion  of  His  Catholic 
U^esty.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Governors 
of  East  or  West  Florida  were  informed  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  until  it  was  published 
here  after  its  final  ratification  in  18S1.  Until 
that  period,  they  were  actmg  under  a  aense  of 
their  responsibility  to  their  royal  master,  and 
their  acta  ought  to  be  received  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  there  had  been  no  limitation  in 
the  treaty.  So  long  as  the  Governor  had  a 
right  to  eiercise  jnnsdiction,  he  had  the  nn- 
questionable  power  to  examine  witnesses,  re- 
cord testimony,  either  with  a  view  to  its  per- 
petnity,  or  to  he  used  in  foreign  oonrts.  This 
would  aeem  to  be  a  power  so  naturally  inherent 
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in  every  tribnnal,  that  it  hardl;  needs  a  refer- 
ence for  its  Hupport  to  that  well-known  and 
universally  acknowledged  principle,  in  all  civil- 
ized nations,  to  receive  with  reapect  the  acts  of 
all  tribunals  of  other  nations,  and  to  presume 
that  they  acted  within  the  sphere  of  their  Jn- 
ri»dicUon  and  doty.  It  is  nothing  more  than  a 
principle  of  comity  and  courtesy — one  which 
our  courts  of  adnuralty  are  in  the  practice  of 
acting  upon,  and  which  has  been  repeatedly 
recognized  by  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States,  The  kins  at  Spain,  and  bis  officers, 
have  as  much  right  to  disregard  the  acts  of  our 
tribunals,  as  we  have  those  of  Spain,  on  prin- 
ciples of  national  law ;  and  if  these  (^^ms  are 
denied  on  snch  grounds  as  are  now  urged,  they 
will  have  more  reason  to  question  the  justice  of 
our  decisions,  than  we  have  ever  yet  had  to 
condemn  theirs.  I  am  neither  the  defender  nor 
the  apologist  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  The 
special  court  appointed  by  this  Government, 
having  the  archives  before  them,  have  received 
this  evidence,  and  confirmed  these  clums,  not 
on  the  authority  to  grant  subsequent  to  the 
limitation  in  tbe  treaty,  but  upon  a  concession 
made  ten  or  twenty  years  before.  The  per- 
formance of  tbo  condition  only  baa  been  proved 
in  due  form  after  the  time.  The  honorable 
geDtlemau  should  recollect  that  the  authorities 
of  Spun  were  not  interdicted  by  the  treaty 
from  the  exercise  of  any  Jurisdiction,  or  the 
execution  of  any  of  their  functions,  until  the 
delivery  of  the  country  to  the  United  States, 
The  provision  is.  that  all  grants  made  posterior 
to  that  date  shall  be  void.  In  this  report,  all 
grants  of  that  description  are  declared  void. 
The  class  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  were 
made  prior,  but  witnesses  were  sworn,  and 
proved  a  setdement  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  ooncession  Biib6e<^uenUy.  The  commiasion- 
ers  of  West  Florida,  id  every  case  of  this  kind, 
confirmed  the  claim.  In  the  abstracts  of  the 
conflrmations  of  that  board,  in  the  Executive 
Documents  of  1824-'5,  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  it  will  be  seen  that  where  concessions 
and  royal  titles  were  both  made,  the  one  prior 
Bud  the  other  subsequent  to  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  we  confirmed  the  title  upon  the  con- 
cession. This  was  done  by  the  commissioners 
of  East  Florida,  and  by  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver in  their  report  of  182S-— all  of  which 
have  been  approved  and  confirmed  by  acts 
of  Congress.  The  principle  here  is  precisely 
tbe  same,  and  it  is  for  this  House  to  say  wheth- 
er they  were  bound  to  summon  witnesses  to 
Srove  that  which  had  been  already  proved  be- 
)re  a  Spanish  tribunal,  the  evidence  of  which 
was  before  them.  It  would  have  beenan  act 
of  supererogation,  a  useless  consumption  of 

The  next  ground  of  objection  la,  that  we 
shall  establtsb  a  dangerous  precedent  for  tbe 
oonrta,  whidi  will  be  injurious  to  the  public 
interests ;  and  this  is  serionsly  nrged  npon 
Congress  as  a  reason  why  this  bill  uionid  be 
recommitted.    Sir,  it  is  tJie  first  time  I  ever 


knew  that  a  legislative  act  was  to  be  received 
as  a  precedent  for  the  admissibility  of  evidence 
in  courts  of  Jnstioe.  Congress  may  declare 
that  every  man  may  make  affidavit  to  the  genu- 
ineness of  his  own  grant.  Will  that  Justify  a 
court  in  allowing  a  man  to  be  a  witness  in  his 
own  case!  The  distinction  between  a  legisla- 
tive bod;  and  a  judicial  tribunal,  the  one  gov- 
erned by  considerations  Tf  policy,  and  the 
other  by  fxed  laws,  seems  not  to  have  oc- 
curred to  the  gentleman.  Who  ever  beard  of 
the  decisions  of  our  committees  on  the  evi- 
dence offered  to  them  being  quoted  before 
judges  as  a  precedent  for  their  decitdonst 
what  Congress,  In  its  legislative  discretion, 
chooses  to  do,  bos  never  yet  been,  and  never 
will  be,  a  precedent  for  the  courts.  Tbe  courts 
might  as  well  attempt  to  pass  an  appropriation 
act,  as  to  say  they  will  confirm  claims  because 
Congress  confirmed  them.  I  need  not  pursue 
this  part  of  the  subject  further,  because  the 
question  can  never  be  made  in  the  courts.  All 
tne  cases  which  are  or  can  be  preaented  t« 
them  are  now  printed  by  order  of  this  House, 
and  now  upon  my  table,  to  which  access  can 
be  had  by  every  member.  There  is  not  among 
that  number  a  single  case  in  which  a  royal  title 
is  given  after  the  24th  of  January,  1818 ;  and 
if  the  courts  were  to  look  to  legislative  acts  as 
precedents  for  them,  the  case  will  never  occur 
m  which  such  a  reference  can  be  made.  Al! 
the  apprehensions  from  this  quarter  may  be 
quietM  by  the  examination  of  iJie  cases  re- 
ferred to  the  courts  for  decision.  The  limita- 
tion in  the  treaty,  it  is  well  known,  was  intro- 
duced expressly  wiUi  a  view  to  exclude  the 
grants  to  the  Duke  of  Alagon,  De  Vargas,  and 
Count  Punon  Bostro,  and  no  other.  It  was  so 
declared  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty,  by 
those  who  negotiated  it.  The  idea  of  exclud- 
ing an;  other  was  indignantly  repelled  by  the 
Spanish  Uinister,  and  never  insisted  on  by  our 
Government.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  (Mr.  Ifonroe)  infonned  Congress,  in  an 
executive  message,  that  such  was  tbe  object  of 
that  provision.  Although  such  was  the  view 
of  those  who  negotiated  the  treaty,  that  clause 
has  been  so  rigidly  enforced,  as  to  exclude  from 
confirmation  every  clum  derived  from  tbe 
Spanish  Government  when  they  posseted  tbe 
sovereignty  of  the  provinces,  between  the  34lh 
of  January,  181B  and  July,  18S1,  when  the 
provinces  were  delivered.  All  these  clums 
were  intended  to  be,  and  ought  to  be,  con- 
firmed ;  but,  by  the  use  of  general  words,  to 
get  rid  of  tlie  large  ones,  these,  too,  have  been 
rejected.  Not  content  with  this  advantage, 
thus  secured  against  a  population  that  Spain 
was  about  to  transfer,  and  about  whose  rights 
the  king  and  his  Ministers  were  somewhat  ia- 
difi'ereot,  rendered  more  so  from  a  conviction 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories  de- 
sired the  change,  we  are  now  abont  to  strike 
ont  one-half  of  what  has  fonnd  favor  under  tbe 
rigid  construction  of  the  commifeioners,  be- 
cause a  Spanish  Governor  had  the  witnesses 
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Bworn  and  the  teatjmooy  recordod,  I  caDnot 
persuade  myself  that  this  House  ia  prepared  to 
Eanction  a  priaciple  bo  mynst  and  oaious. 

The  whole  amount  of  land  in  these  tLirtj 
small  dums  does  not  exceed  fonrteea  thousand 
acres,  which,  is  not  worth  the  expenses  of  this 
House  dnriiig  the  time  of  this  dehat«.  If  these 
claims  are  stricken  ont,  what  is  proposed  to  be 
done !  Is  a  oew  board  to  be  organized,  after  a 
delay  of  nine  years  in  the  adjustment  of  these 
tides  ?  If  a  new  board  is  to  be  created,  their 
expenses  will  be  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
liuid.  The  public  surveys  will  be  stopped,  the 
private  property  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
pablic,  the  popalation  of  the  territory  will  be 
retarded,  and  the  most  mischievons  conse- 
qnences  result  ^m  the  delay. 

Those  who  are  here  from  the  new  States 
well  know  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
arising  from  nnsettled  titlea  tA  the  conntry 
)t.>iclf ;  and  those  who  have  never  seen  it  can 
form  bnt  a  veiy  imperfect  conception  of  the 
misery  of  pursuing,  for  ten  years,  an  uncertain 
title  in  the  tribaQslB  of  a  conntry,  the  laagnage 
and  forms  of  which  the  petitioner  cannot  com- 
prehend. The  cry  of  frond  at  this  period  of 
the  season,  the  denunciation  of  all  that  is  of 
Spanish  origin,  is  enough  to  overturn  the  most 
beneficial  measures ;  out  I  trust  that  this 
House,  from  the  confidence  reposed  in  its  own 
tribunal,  from  the  long  delay  and  injustice 
already  done  to  tbese  dumants,  and  ftom  a  re- 
gard for  the  territory  itself,  will  not  recommit 
this  bill,  and  produce  confusion  in  the  conntry, 
niiH  certain  ruin  among  its  inhabitants. 


Satubdat,  Uay  1. 
JadfePeei. 

ICr.  BvcBASAs  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  tfae  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and 
acting  on  the  article  of  impeachment. 

Ur.  W&rrrLsaET  said,  (this  day  being  set 
apart  by  themselves  for  considering  private 
bills,)  he,  as  the  member  charged  with  attend- 
ing to  this  class  of  business,  would  say,  that  it 
was  perhaps  inexpedient  to  press  the  consider- 
tiioa  of  many  more  of  the  numerous  private 
bills  yet  on  the  docket,  because,  if  they  were 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  not  acted 
on  there,  they  would  be  in  a  worse  situation 
than  if  they  remuned  as  they  are,  for  the 
House  to  t^e  them  up  at  the  next  session. 
He  should  not,  therefore,  oppose  the  motion  for 
ptMtponement. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
■ffhole,  Mr,  Stxhioebb  in  the  chwr,  and  took 
np  the  article  of  impeachment  reported  by  the 
Select  Committee  sg^nst  Jndge  Peek. 

Some  verbal  amendments  being  made  to  the 
article,  on  motion  of  Ur.  BcoiuNAif, 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  article 
to  the  House ;  and  by  the  House  it  was  agreed 
to  without  objection. 

Hi.  BccaAiTAK  then  moved  that  the  House 
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proceed  now  to  the  appointment  of  five  man- 
agers, to  Qondnct  the  impeaohment  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentativee. 

Ur.  WiLLiiHS  inquired  bow  many  managers 
were  appointed  in  the  ease  of  Jndge  Ohase. 

Ur.  BcoHANiH  replied  that  seven  managers 
were  appointed  on  that  occasion,  bnt  it  was 
thought  that  five  were  as  many  as  were  necea- 
aary  for  the  present  case, 

Mr.  B.'s  motion  being  agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
Ave  managers,  by  ballot,  when  tne  following 
gentlemen  received  a  majority  of  votes,  and 
were  appointed,  viz ; 

jAMEa  BncHAiTAii,  of  Pennsylvania. 
HsiiBT  K.  Stobbs,  of  New  York. 
OsoeaE  UoDvrtix,  of  South  Carolina. 
AxBBOsa  Spenoeb,  of  Now  York. 
CniKLsa  WioxLirrs,  of  Kentucky. 

The  first  four  were  appointed  on  the  first  bal- 
lot, Four  ballots  took  place  before  a  fifth  man- 
ager was  chosen,  in  all  of  which  till  the  last 
the  votes  were  pretty  much  divided  between 
Mr.  WioKUPFB  and  Ur,  Doudbidoe,  besidea 
whom  a  large  number  of  members  received 
more  or  less  votes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BrCHAKm,  it  waa 

Stiolvei,  That  the  article  agreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  be  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  diemselves  and  of 
all  the  people  of  the  Ciuted  States,  against  J&me* 
H.  Peek,  in  maintenance  of  their  Impeacbment 
against  Mm  for  high  misdemeanors  ia  office,  be  car- 
ried to  the  Senaie  by  the  managers  appointed  to 
conduct  said  impeachment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bconurur,  it  was 

Bttoivtd,  That  a  messa^  be  seat  to  the  Senate, 
to  inform  them  that  this  House  have  appointed 
managers  to  condnct  the  impeachnient  igainat 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  Stateg  for  the  diBtrict  of  Uissouti,  and  have 
directed  the  said  managers  to  carry  to  the  Senate 
the  article  agreed  upou  bj  this  House,  to  be  exhib- 
ited in  maintenance  of  tiieir  impeachment  agunst 
the  said  Junes  H.  Peck,  end  tliat  the  Clerk  of  tliia 
House  do  go  with  said  message. 


UoNDAT,  May  8. 

(hlture  of  Silk. 

Ur.  A,  SpBNOBB,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agrionltsre,  reported  the  foUovring  resolution : 

Rfolved,  That  ten  thousaud  copies  of  the  JCan- 
nal  on  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Silk  In  other 
oountriea,  transmitted  to  this  House  by  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treaaury  on  the  fiith  day  of  February, 
1B28,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

Ur.  Polk  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  negatived — nays  60, 

Ur.  MoDuFinx  opposed  the  resolution,  hav- 
ing understood  that  the  work  proposed  to  be 
reprinted  possessed  no  value.  The  instmctions 
were  too  complex  for  unlettered  people,  and 
experience  proved  that  it  was  of  no  use  to 
them.    Persona  in  bis  part  of  the  oonntiy,  who 
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laaAb  many  pounds  of  silk  eveiy  year,  conld 
derive  DO  benefit  from  this  book. 

Mr.  Oaubkslbko  coDcorred  in  the  opiDion 
that  the  book  was  not  worth  printing.  A  per- 
son engaged  in  prepanng  a  work  on  the  same 
snbje«t,  and  who  anderetood  it  well,  infonned 
him  that  the  manual  waa  wortldese.  Let  the 
oonunittee  take  all  the  works  on  this  subject, 
and  compile  one  cont^ning  the  beet  of  each. 
Several  works  have  been  ^ce  issued,  tbat  are 
superior  to  the  one  in  qneation. 

Mi.  Bates,  of  IfaBsocbusettB,  said,  here  was 
experience  against  experience.  It  was  allied 
by  gentlemen  that  practical,  intelligent  per- 
sona, professing  to  be  able  to  give  an  account 
of  the  subject  themselves,  bad  denounced  the 
work  in  question  as  worthless.  Now,  be  bad 
in  his  district  some  men  of  some  little  intelli- 
gence,  who  were  engaged  in  the  silk  culture, 
who  said  the  work  was  a  verj  valuable  acqui- 
sition. Be  had  received  letter  on  Iett«r  for  a 
copy  of  the  work,  bat  not  one  was  to  be  had. 
The  book  was  valnable,  because  it  gave  an  ao- 
count  of  the  beat  modea  of  cultivating  silk  in 
coaDtries  where  it  had  been  cultivated  for  oen- 
tories.  As  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  valne  of 
the  work,  and  aa  it  was  not  voluminous,  be 
hoped  the  House  would  have  it  disseminated, 
without  regarding  the  pittance  it  wonld  cost. 

Mr.  Wainx  would  not  undertake  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  merits  of  the  work,  but  he  knew 
tbat  many  of  the  people  whom  he  represented 
were  very  desirooa  to  obtain  it.  In  tlie  early 
settlement  of  Oeorgia,  the  object  of  many  was 
the  growth  of  silk,  aad  it  was  commenoed  and 
tried  for  some  time.  Why  was  it  discontin- 
ued? From  one  of  two  causes:  Either  by 
being  superseded  in  value  by  other  pursuits,  or 
being  discouraged  by  the  want  of  informatjou. 
Many,  however,  continued  the  cultore,  and 
some  have  prosecuted  it  for  forty  years,  who, 
residing  on  lands  too  arid  for  other  cultivation, 
have  gone  on  in  the  original  pursuit ;  the  cul- 
tnro  has  not  been  extended  becaose  of  the  want 
of  suitable  information  to  instruct  them  in  iL 
He  wished,  therefore,  that  the  information  con- 
tuned  in  the  work  in  question  should  go  forth 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  needed  it.  He  re- 
ferred to  so<»eties  formed  or  forming  in  Geor- 
gia, for  the  cultivation  of  silk,  to  whom  the  in- 
formation wonld  be  particxdarlf  Dsefal  and  ac- 
ceptable. 

Mr.  Bpeitobr,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make 
some  remarks,  bnt  the  expiration  of  the  hour 
arrested  the  debate. 

TvaanaT,  May  4, 
Judge  Peek. 
Mr.  BnoHAKAN.  tram  the  managers  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  House  to  conduct  the  im- 
peachment agtunst  James  H.  Peck,  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  UnitAd  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  reported : 

"That  they  did,  this  day,  carry  to  the  Senate, 
then  in  teasioD  as  a  high  oonrt  of  impeachment,  tbe 
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article  of  impeachment  agreed  to  by  this  Hoose  on 
the  1st  instant ;  and  that  they  were  iofenned  that 
ttiey  would  take  proper  measures  relative  to  the 
■aid  impeachment,  of  which  the  Houae  wonld  bs 
duly  notified." 


MoHDAT,  May  10. 
Bank  Iff  tht  United  StaiM. 

Mr,  PoTTKB,  of  North  Carolina,  by  leave  of 
the  House,  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Jittolvtd,  That  the  ConatitaUon  of  tbe  Cn]t«d 
States  confers  no  power  on  Cangresi  to  establish  a 
corporation  with  authority  to  manofkctare  money 
oDt  of  paper,  and  circulate  the  same  within  the 
limits  of  anj  of  the  States. 

S.  Heiolvtd,  Tbat  if  such  power  existed  in  Ctti> 
gren,  it  were  unwise  and  inexpedient  to  eierelae  it, 
and  eipecially  to  the  eitoot  contemplated  in  tlu 
preeent  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

>.  Ettolvtd,  Tbat  the  paper  money  or  banUng 
system,  generally,  ia  in  its  teadeuoy  lidnoui  to  tbe 
interests  of  labor,  and  dangerous  to  Che  libertiet  of 
the  people. 

4.  Seioltitd,  ilunfan.  That  this  House  wHl  not 


The  resolutions  having  been  read, 
Mr.  PoTTKB  sud  it  was  not  his  object  to  in- 
vito discussion  on  tbe  snbject  at  this  time.  He 
had  offered  the  resolution  as  a  set-off  to  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
on  the  same  subject;  and  he  pledged  himself 
whenever  it  came  up  for  consiaerationj  to  make 
good  the  propositions  embraced  in  his  resolu- 
tions. He  had  offered  them  altogether,  inde- 
pendently of  any  regard  to  mere  personal  party- 
ism,  with  which  be  ftcknowledged  no  sympathy 
whatever,  bnt  as  a  guaranty  to  the  American 
people,  from  his  place  in  this  House,  tbat  the 
measure,  to  prepare  the  way  for  which  the  ro- 

Krt  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
en  brought  in,  wonld  be  resisted  here.  It 
should  be  resisted  here ;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  tbe  people,  in  every  section  of  the 
United  States,  would  forthwith  fix  their  atten- 
tion upon  this  subject,  as  one  involving,  in  the 
most  essential  manner,  their  dearest  rights  and 
interests ;  and  that,  by  a  timely  and  vigilant 
exercise  of  theirpower  at  the  polls,  they  wonld 
take  care  to  organize  this  Honse  with  a  direct 
reference  to  the  adjustment  of  this  question. 
For  the  present  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WBrnLiBBY  demanded  that  the  qoea- 
tion,  whether  the  House  would  consider  the 
resoiutioua,  should  be  pat,  lest  the  entertaining 
of  the  motion  by  the  House  might  affeot  the 
price  of  the  stock,  &c. ;  but. 

The  Sfxaesb  deciding  that  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  took  precedenoe  of  the  motion  of 
"  consideration," 

The  question  was  put  on  laying  the  resoln- 
tions  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  afGnna- 
tive  as  follows : 

Tub.— Ueesn.  Al«saBd«,AlleB,  Alston,  Initor 
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■OB,  Angel,  Arcber,  P.  P.  Bubonr,  Bdl,  Jobn  Btoir, 
Boon,  Boret,  Brodketd,  Biown,  Cu^ralBne^  Car- 
•on,  Claiborne,  Cl>j,  Oak«,  Hector  (Mf ,  Robert 
Cnig,  Cnwford,  Crocketc,  Crodwron,  Mvenport, 
J.  Uaria,  W.  B.  D&via,  Debun,  Dennj,  Dcaba, 
EbtU,  Eiiidk;,  Ford,  Fomrd,  Try,  Outher,  Goi^ 
dOD,  Green,  Hall,  Hurej,  Ha^nu,  Hemtdiill,  Hindo, 
Hoffouui,  Hubbard,  Ihrie,  Irnn,  laacks,  K.  M.  John- 
aon,  C.  JohntoD,  Klneaid,  F.  King,  Lecomple,  LevU, 
I^yall,  Lnmptuii,  Mftrtln,  Thomu  Uaiwetl,  Uc- 
Crcerr,  HcGor,  UcDuffie,  Hclatire,  HEtchell,  Von- 
eO.  NnckoUa,  Pettl^  Polk,  Potter,  Fovera,  Ren- 
«b<r,  Soane,  RoMel,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
Sbepperd,  BhieUo,  Bemmea,  Sll,  S.  A.  Smitb, 
^eight,  Staoberrj,  Standifor,  Strong,  TreiTant, 
Tteker,  Vcfplaadi,  VfAfaa,  Weak*,  WieUiab, 
fnUiuia,  Taneer— 89. 

Hatb. — HeMn.  Anottino^  JUuM,  Bailej,  N  , 
Barber,  Baninger,  Baitlej',  fiajrlor,  Boeke«,  Burnt, 
Oiboon,  Chyttm,  ConiBot,  Coniwr,  Cooper,  Gowlei, 
Ckmne,  Odgbloii,  DeWItt,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  EUa- 
w«rtb,  G«tt.  Etbm,  Jodiaa  E<m»,  Edward  Ererelt, 
Boraoe  Eraett,  Kneh,  GilBore,  Oiennell,  HavUiu, 
HnghrH,  Boat,  Haatingtan,  lagereoU,  Jennia^ 
Johm,  Eeodall,  Letcfacr,  Hartindale,  Levis  Kaivell, 
Hcrcer,  HOlo',  Mahlenberg,  Norton,  Pearce,  Pier- 
aoD,  BMuey,  Bandolpb,  Rnd,  &o«e,  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer, Stephens,  Sutberlaod,  Swann,  Bvift,  Tajlor, 
T«^  Taoee,  Vamum,  Vlaton,  WatMogton,  Whit- 
deaej,  Wilde,  Wingaie,  Toang— S«. 

Ifr.  DRA.TTOH,  of  Bonth  Oarolinik,  and  Mr. 
Wkitb,  of  New  Torit,  were,  at  tbeir  own  re- 
qnest,  ezanBad.  from  voting  on  tbe  qnestion, 
t  that  be  wm  intoreated  as  a  itook- 


HoBw  that  as  he  hq)poned 
bar  of  tlM  Home  when  his  name  was  called,  he 
was  tberefttre  precluded  from  voting,  bat  that 
be  would  have  voted  against  lading  the  resoln- 
limu  on  tbe  table. 

Hr.  Asaaa  rose  to  move  that  tbe  reeoln- 
tkm  be  pruit«d ;  bnt  the  sdmiarion  of  a  mo- 
tioa  reqniriDg  uiaiumoni  oonaent,  and  it  being 
otjoBtied  to,  the  motion  failed. 


WsDiraBDAT,  Ifaj  IS. 
ni«  TaiiffSalL 

The  House  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
bai  to  Kgnlate  the  collection  of  tbe  duties  on 
iinporta,  with  the  depending' amendments. 

The  qnesdon  under  eooetderation  when  the 
House  acyoamed  jesterdaj,  was  on  tbe  motion 
of  Hr.  QoBBiM  to  reeoiuider  an  amendment 
agreed  to,  concerning  the  datj-  on  iron,  tets. ; 
wiuch  motion  grew  ont  of  the  adoption  of  tbe 
othor  amendment  for  redocing  the  datj  on  salt. 

Hr.  OoBBiM,  of  Uaasachnsettfi,  briefly  ex- 
plained hU  object  in  making  this  motion.  He 
omsidered  tbe  vote  npon  the  salt  dntf  as  break- 
ing in  npon  tbe  present  sjrstem  of  revenne,  In- 
stead ot  r^jnlatin^  its  collection,  which  was  the 
ol^ect  of  the  original  bill  ilow  noder  considera- 
tioa.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether  it 
wa*  poaaibla  to  paaa  any  bill  on  this  sutiject  at 


this  session,  if  the  whole  field  of  debate  was 
thus  thrown  opeo.  Mr.  O.  conclnded  by  sa^^ing, 
that,  nnder  this  view  of  the  case,  if  anj  gentle- 
man would  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  npon 
the  salt  dutj,  so  as  to  make  it  poscdble  to  agree 
npon  any  bill  upon  this  snbject,  he  would,  to 
niake  way  for  sacb  a  motion,  withdraw  the 
motion  which  he  had  made. 

Hr.  DoDDRiDOB,  of  Virginia,  baring  intimated 
a  disposition  to  make  the  motion  suggested  by 
tbe  member  from  Hassacbusette,  Hr.  GoBBAlf 
withdrew  his  motion ;  and 

Hr.  DoDDBiDOK  moved  to  reoonsider  tbe 
vote  npon  Hr.  Bi^BCxaBR's  amendment  for  re- 
dncing  the  dnty  on  salt. 

Hr.  WiTNK,  of  Georgia,  asked  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  ftum  Haa- 
saohasetts  to  renew  his  motion  if  the  pending 
motion  was  rejected. 

Hr.  GoBKUi  declining  to  make  any  pledge 
on  that  point — 


cided  speech  against  tbe  course  now  proposed, 
conaidering  it  as  a  mere  proposition,  call  it  by 
what  name  gentlemen  woulo,  of  baigain  and 
sale :  agmnst  which  be  Inveighed  wi^  consid- 
erable warmth  and  zeal. 

Hr.  BAKHisaBR,  of  North  Carolina,  depre- 
cated a  protracted  debate  on  this  question  of 
reoonude  ration,  and  expressed  great  r^ret  that 
so  much  difficulty  shonld  exist  in  obtaining  a 
reductioa  of  the  dnty  on  this  necessary  of  life. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  conrse  of  tbe  State  of  Nortii 
Oarolina  in  reference  to  this  duty,  and  to  the 
tariff  generally,  and  made  a  very  strong  appeal 
to  the  magnanimity  and  spirit  of  conciliation 
of  members  from  other  States  to  grant  this  lit- 
tle boon  to  a  State  which  had  heretofore  asked 
for  so  little,  and  submitted  so  oheerfolly  to  the 
taws  relating  the  duties  on  imports,  and  to  the 
general  le^slation  of  Oongress.  Hr.  B.  con- 
clnded  his  speech  by  a  monon  for  the  previons 
qnestion,  (which  wonid  have  been  npon  the 
question  immediately  pending,  viz.,  reconsidera- 
tion.) 

The  House  revised  to  second  the  previous 
question,  by  a  vote  of  98  to  88, 

Hr.  Reed  sud,  that  when  the  vote  of  the 
House  was  taken  yesterday  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  salt,  he  was  surprised  at  the  result.  I  feared 
(s^d  Mr.  R.)  that  I,  as  well  u  others,  bad  been 
remiss,  in  tiie  dischftrge  of  my  dnty,  in  per- 
mitting the  question  to  be  taken  without  dis- 


I  s 


observance  of  our  revenne  laws,  and  to  prevent 
smuf^ling  and  fraud  in  their  eiecntion.  An 
amendment  had  been  introduced  into  tbe  bill 
by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur. 
HoDdftie,)  materially  altering  tbe  tariff.  We 
have  bad  for  a  number  of  days,  a  debate,  able 
and  spirited,  but  of  a  vei^  general  character, 
investigating  the  whole  tariff  principle.  I  sup- 
poeed  uiat  to  investigate  the  anUect  generally 
was  the  object  of  the  debate,  ana  I  had  no  ex- 
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peatfldon  that  anj  chBDges  in  the  Uri£f  were 
contemplated  at  this  Besaion. 

The  amendment  referred  to  contained  a 
nnmber  of  srtioleB  on  which  a  redaction  of  the 
datj  waa  proposed.  In  the  difionsMon  before 
the  Hoase,  little  or  nothing  hns  been  said  Be  to 
the  policy  or  expedieocy  of  rednciag  the  dnty 
on  those  articles.  Nor  hai!  any  thing  b«en  said 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  redaction  of  dnty  on 
thoBe  articles,  either  to  the  mannfactorer  or 
coDsumer.  I  could  not  suppose  that  a  repteal 
of  any  dnty  was  serionsly  contemplated,  with- 
out a  more  partiaolar  examination  of  the  snb- 
fect.  I  could  not  imagine  it,  becanse  this  Honaa 
lave  repeatedly  expressed  a  different  opinion 
by  their  votea,  and  becanse  they  had  on  the 
very  same  day  voted  entirely  (Afferent  as  to 
other  amendmenta.  I  hope,  then,  air,  thia 
Hoase  and  my  constituents  will  foi^ve  me,  i^ 
nnder  sooh  circnmstanoee,  I  refrained  t>om  say- 
ing Uiat  whicli,  nnder  other  circnmstances,  I 
shonld  have  felt  nnder  the  highest  obligations 
to  nrge  upon  their  consideration.  I  trust  it  is 
not  too  late  yet ;  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  while  I  state,  as  well  as  I  may  be  able, 
tbe  reasons  why  I  think  they  ought  to  recon- 
atder  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

I  have  been  no  advocate  for  the  tariff,  but  I 
nm  an  advocate  for  some  permanency  in  dnttes 
deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  all.  We  must 
have  revenue.  We  shall  not  vote  for  direct 
taxes.  We  shall,  therefore,  continue  to  raise 
revenue  by  duties  as  heretofore.  In  assessing 
this  tariff  of  duties,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ingitshoaldbeadiBcriminatingtariff.  Itehonld 
have  reference  to  tbe  means  and  wants  of  the 
country — to  manafactnTers  and  consumers. 

Of  the  tariffs  that  have  passed  this  House,  in 
my  opinion  no  part  of  the  country  has  suffered 
more  than  tliat  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent ;  and  I  am  quito  sore  no  intorest  in  the 
country  has  suffered  so  mnch  as  the  navigation 
interest.  Withont  sufficiently  examining  the 
subject.  I  know  that  interest  is  severely  oppress- 
ed by  high  duties,  and  it  is  now  compelled  to 
contend  with  foreign  nations  under  great  dis- 
advantages. I,  therefore,  have  always  hoped 
we  should  modify  the  tariff  of  1828,  made  un- 
der the  most  unfavorable  circumstances. 

No  subject  can  be  presented  to  statesmen,  of 
greater  difficulty  than  that  of  fixing  a  just  and 
expedient  tariff,  unless  it  be  the  subject  of  ^- 
tering  and  repealing  a  tariff  when  made.  If 
we  would  consult  the  public  good,  we  must  di- 
vest onrselves  of  party  spirit.  Some  gentlemen 
contend  that  "  we  have  a  right  to  repeal  dntles 
when  we  please,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
to  manufactnrera."  We  have  the  power,  the 
phyuoal  power ;  but  do  we  possess  the  moral 
power!  Are  we  not  bonnd  to  look  with  atten- 
tion and  regard  to  the  interests  of  all,  and  every 
part?  Whatever  might  have  Ijeen  our  political 
views  or  votes  in  Congress,  are  we  not  bound 
to  regard  and  protect,  as  &r  as  we  may  be  able, 
those  interests  which  have  grown  up  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  onr  conn- 
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tryt  I  have  alwaya  felt  and  acknowledged 
these  obligations,  and  endeavored  to  act  accord- 
ingly. I  nave  always  admitted  the  rights  and 
claims  of  minorities ;  and,  in  that  view,  I  have 
always  given  full  weight  to  the  representationa 
of  the  ^nth.  Minonties  have  rights,  and  ma- 
jorities are  morally  bound  to  regard  them.  If 
southern  people  are  snffering  as  they  represent, 
and  those  sufferings  result  from  our  tariff  laws, 
those  laws  ought  to  be  modified.  But  these 
are  questions  which  must  first  be  decided;  and 
Bs  prosperity  and  advemty  are  but  compara- 
tive, the  interests  of  the  whole  and  the  parts 
must  be  cafefnlly  eiamined.  Our  duties  were 
laid  for  revenue,  but  adtq)ted  to  the  situation 
of  the  country  and  the  wants  of  the  country, 
and  were  calculated  to  call  forth  the  effort  of 
the  country  to  relieve  those  wants.  If  valoa- 
ble  interests  have  grown  up  under  such  a  state 
of  things — under  the  foetenng  influence  of  oar 
laws,  who  would  wantonly  destroy  such  int«r- 
ests)  I  trust,  no  one.  Sound  policy  forbids 
frequent  innovation  upon  these  subjects.  I 
have  no  hedtation  in  saying  that,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  property,  our  Government  ia  one  of 
the  worst  possible,  unless  there  be  permanence 
in  our  principles  and  policy.  No  wise  man  osn 
consider  the  question,  as  now  presented,  to  be 
what  would  have  been  wise  and  good  in  reU- 
tion  to  the  tariff,  and  dedde  accordingly.  No ;  n 
very  different  state  of  things  is  presented.  Our 
great  duty  now  is,  to  look  at  the  laws,  and  the 
interests  of  the  country,  saperinduced  by  those 
laws,  and  do  what  is  right  and  expedient  Wo 
must  view  things  as  they  now  are  ? 

The  interest  of  every  part  ahonld  be  consnlt^ 
ed.  I  am  always  hqipy  to  hear  a  meml>er  of 
this  floor  stete  the  situation  of  his  own  constit- 
uents ;'  and  I  have  never  had  any  hesitation  in 
presenting,  as  thr  as  I  might  be  able,  the  situa- 
tion of  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. In  that  way  we  obtain  aotoal  knowledge 
of  the  situation  of  the  oountry,  and  are  enabled 
to  act  wisely,  if  we  are  governed  by  the  knowl- 
edge we  obtain.  The  subject  now  nnder  con- 
sideration, the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt,  either 
in  part  or  whole,  is  one  of  importance  to  all^ 
and  more  eepeoiwy  to  those  engaged  in  the 
manufacture.  Bait  manufactories  hafe  grown 
up  under  governmental  recommendations  and 
governmental  encoursfiement. 

Aa  I  esteem  the  early  hialory  of  our  country 
invaluable,  allow  me  to  aak  yon  to  go  as  far  . 
back  as  July,  17T5— the  very  period  of  the  deo- 
laration  of  our  independence.  No  salt>  was 
then  manufactored  in  this  eonntry.  What  was 
the  situation  of  the  country  in  relation  to  salt, 
BO  necessary  to  life  itself  t  A  few  reoolleot; 
others  hare  heard.  I  will  refer  to  sfune  short 
abstracts  from  tbe'Jonmalsof  the  old  Congreas, 
lest  there  should  be  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  one. 

In  July,  117s,  a  fen  days  after  the  decUration  of 
Independence,  a  committee  oF  thirteen  (one  from 
each  of  the  States)  were  app<rinted  to  make  inquiry 
for  virgin  lead,  leaden  ore,  and  tbe  beat  method  of 
collecting,  smelting,  and  refining  it;  and,  on  the 
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■une  daj,  the  Mme  committM  *r«ra  directed.  In 
the  rece«i  of  Congran,  to  Inquire  into  the  euieet 
■od  cbMfiMt  method  of   nuking  wit    in  theee 
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At  that  time,  tlie  muinfactare  of  salt  from 
sea  water,  by  solar  eT^>oratioii,  was  com- 
menced in  mj  DeighbDrh(>od  and  district.  la 
the  bennnmg,  their  ioventions  were  crade  and 
imperfect,  bnt  the  manofactore  has  st«adilj  ad- 

-',, — ■■  — -- — ■■ z""g  ■vanoed,  and  improvemento  have  constantly  been 

eiportillon  of  our  P«>dace  to  purchaatl  ^^^  that  time  to  the  present.  No  patent 
^  n,u-l  g,.e  proporupn^blr  g«.ter  oppor-^  ^^  ^^^  ^j  ^^^  Improvement,  have  been 
introdnced  into  Rhode  Island,  OonnecticnL 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  and 
other  places,  and  may  be  used  by  alt  who  feel 
inclined  to  nse  them. 

At  present,  as  appears  by  the  retnm,  they 
have  in  Massachnsetts,  and  principally  in  my 
district,  a  capital  invested  in  the  mannfactnre 
of  salt,  amounting  to  one  miUion  seveQ  hnndr«d 
and  filty-four  thooaaad  five  bnndred  and  sev- 
enty-sbc  dollars.  They  mannfacture  annaally 
five  bnndred  and  three  thonsand  six  hundred 
and  eigbty-dz  bnshels  of  salt,  of  the  beat  qnal- 
ity,  and  fit  for  any  nse  whatever,  fully  equal  to 
alnm  or  Turk's  Island  salt. 

Permit  me  to  inquire  for  a  few  miantes  what 
has  been  the  legislation  of  onr  Government 
npon  this  snbject. 

In  the  very  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  1789,  s  dnty  of  ui  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  bushel  was  lud  npon  the  importation  of 
salt.  This  dnty  was  nndonbtedly  laid  for  rev- 
enne ;  bnt  have  we  not  every  reason  to  believe 
that  those  men  who  composed  that  Congress, 
and  who  were  in  part  the  same  men  who  com- 
posed the  old  Oongreas,  had  a  full  knowled^ 
and  reoolleation  of  the  acts  of  that  Congress  in 
relation  to  salt )  Had  they  not  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  distress  of  the  country,  and  the  ex- 
orbitant price  paid  for  the  article!  and  had 
they  not,  in  furtherance  of  the  repeated  reaolu- 
tions  and  recommendations  of  the  old  Congress 
the  intention,  by  laving  the  dnty,  to  encourage 
its  mannfactnre  t  I  cannot  l>elleve  it  admits  of 
doubt.  In  Aogost,  17S0,  the  salt  tax  was  raised 
to  twelve  cents  per  bushel.  In  17QT,  to  twenty 
cents.  This  duty  was  continued  nntil  1807, 
when  it  was  repealed ;  the  repeal  had  a  bad  aad 
almost  roinooB  efiect  npon  the  manufacturer, 
with  very  little  temporary  benefit  to  the  con- 
snmer.  In  the  year  ISIS,  the  same  dnty  of 
twenty  cents  per  bnshel  was  laid.  This  act 
was  limited  to  oontinue  until  one  year  after  the 
dose  of  the  war,  and  no  longer.  Hence  it  haa 
been  called  a  war  dnty  in  this  House.  I  per- 
ceive not  the  distinction  attempted  to  be  set  up, 
bnt  let  gentlemen  remember,  that,  on  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  limited,  in  April,  1816, 
the  limitation  was  removed,  and  the  tax  was 
made  as  perpetual  as  any  other  tax.  It  haa 
oontinned  fh)m  that  period  until  the  present. 
Under  the  infinence  of  this  duty,  the  varioua 
salt  mannfactories,  on  the  seaboard  and  in  the 
interior,  have  been  brought  into  operation. 
They  have  been  every  year  increasing.  They 
have  been  in  a  great  measure  succeasfnl.  New 
improvements  have  been  added  every  year  in 
the  cheapness  and  quality  of  the  salt  Th« 
capital  employed,  I  think,  most  exceed  eight 
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tmUt;  to  OUT  enemies  of  making  depredi 
the  propertj  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  coionies, 
and  of  occaaioually  distressing  them  by  intercept- 
tog  mch  commodities,  it  is  esmestly  recommeuded 
to  the  several  assemblies  or  oonventtoas  imme.- 
lately  to  promote,  by  sufBcient  pablic  encounge- 
menla,  tiie  making  salt  in  their  respective  colonieB. 

lC»y  ao,  1779.  Haalvtd,  Thai  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  tlie  ComoiitteeB  of  ObserVBtion  uid  Inspeo- 
Ooa  in  the  United  Colonies  so  to  regulate  the  price 
of  salt  as  to  prevent  nnreasonable  exactions  on.  (be 
part  of  the  seller,  &o. 

Deoember  S,  177S.  Whereas,  in  consequence  of 
many  compliinla  that  engroasen  had  distressed 
the  poblie  by  raising  salt  to  an  exorbitant  price,  the 
Conoeil  of  ifety  of  Pennsyivioia,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  Congress,  took  (he  management  of  the 
«Alr  into  their  hands,  aad  bsve  endeavored,  by  as 
just  and  eqtul  a  diatributfon  as  poasible  of  die  silt 
UDported  from  lime  to  time,  to  sapplj  the  dUferent 
parts  of  the  country,  yet  it  is  found  npon  trial,  kc., 
tint  the  remedy  has  been  inetfectual ;  and,  on  the 
eontrarj,  aalt  continuefl  scarcer  and  dearvr  in  this 
port,  thao  when  ao  regnlatians  have  been  tried: 
therefore,  Bfolntd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  to  lake  off  all 
resiraiat  upon  tlie  sale  of  salt,  ko. 

June  8,  1777.  Raatntd,  That  a  comioittee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
supplying  uie  United  States  with  salt. 

June  13,  1777.  Jitaoined,  That  It  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  several  States  to  offer  such  liberal  en- 
oonragement  to  peraons  importing  salt,  as  tbey 
aball  Judge  will  be  effectual,  Ac.  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  sevenl  States  to  erect  and  ec- 
(Mmrage,  In  the  most  Kbeial  and  eSectoal  manner, 
proper  works  for  the  making  gf  salt. 

Jnly  17,  1777.  That,  in  consideration  of  the 
■eaiei^  of  salt,  ke.,  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
lake  tbe  moat  eSecHial  and  speedy  measures  for  im- 
porting into  different  parts  of  this  continent  large 
qnaotitlas  of  that  article,  &c. 

October  SS,  1T77.  Whereas  there  is  an  imme- 
diate demand  for  ^e  article  aforesaid,  in  the  mid- 
dle district,  (referring  to  other  resolutions  respect- 
ing aalt.) 

JUaalmd,  That  the  supreme  executive  authorities 
of  tbe  States  of  Vassachnsetts  Bay  and  Coonectlcut 
be  respectively  requested  to  assist  the  Commissary 
fleneral  of  Purehsaes  in  procuring  wagons  or  teams 
tar  muDTing  twelve  thonsand  buahelH  of  mlt  irom 
tbe  eastern  to  the  nuddle  district,  Ac,  and  in  re- 
moving tbe  salt  from  thence  to  sncb  places  on  the 
liottb  River  ai  he  shall  judge  moat  convenient. 

The  above  extracts  from  the  records  of  the 
old  Congress  show  most  conclusively  the  sitoa- 
tJOD  of  the  country  at  that  time,  and  their  dis- 
treM  for  the  want  of  this  necessary  of  life. 
They  show  the  anxiety  that  they  felt  to  intro- 
dooe  the  manu&ctore  of  salt  into  the  country, 
aad  tbat  they  naed  all  the  power  they  then  had 
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miltions  of  doll&rs.  It  can  be  nsed  for  do  other 
pQTpOBe.  We  moDa&ctare  at  this  time,  in  the 
coantiy,  neorlj  five  miUioiu  of  bnshels  yearly, 
and  more  than  half  the  avera^  qnantit;  used 
for  fourteen  years  past  The  competition  in 
the  market  on  the  seaboard,  where  foreign  salt 
tnuBt  be  brought,  Lss  rednoed  the  price  very 
much.  It  comd  not  be  much  reduced  bj  a  re- 
peal of  the  duty,  and  in  a  few  years  would  be 
Eigber  if  the  daty  was  repealed.  Salt  is  unport- 
ed  principally  in  ships  as  ballast.  •  The  importer 
gains  little,  very  little,  for  freight,  for  the  rea- 
son I  hare  given ;  otherwise,  a  fair  charge  foi 
freight  woida  be  three  times  what  is  now  ob- 
tained. I  regret  it,  on  account  of  the  mer- 
oh&nt;  bat  in  sach  a  case,  he  ought  and  most 
yield  his  profit  for  the  public  gooa. 

It  shonld  be  nnderstood  tbat  tlie  manufacture 
of  salt  on  the  seaboard  can  be  successfully  pros- 
ecnted  with  a  small  capital.  Tho^e  who  are  no 
longer  able  to  parsae  the  life  of  seamen,  in 
many  cases  erect  a  small  mannfoctory  for  salt. 
There  are  more  than  eight  hnndred  of  these 
email  &ctor!es  in  my  district;  their  salt  is  takrai 
away  in  small  vessels,  and  carried  to  market  to 
rarioos  parta  of  the  coantry.  Nothing  can  he 
so  well  calculated  to  produce  severe  competi- 
tion, and  thereby  rednce  the  price,  as  these 
maunfuetnrera  meeting  the  importer.  Their 
competition  with  each  other,  and  with  the  im- 
porter, has  rednced  it  to  the  lowest  price,  not 
exceeding  thirty  cents  for  fifty-six  pounds. 

Bnt  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that 
the  duty  on  salt  is  no  part  of  the  tanff.  What 
is  the  tariff?  What  do  gentlemen  nnderstand 
by  ecconragemeDt  to  manufactures )  Have  we 
any  law  by  which  manafacCnres  are  enconraged, 
otber  than  the  tariff  of  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion  of  similar  articles  t  Have  we  any  pledge 
for  the  permanency  of  those  laws,  except  it  he 
the  wisaom  and  discretion  of  Congress !  Have 
J  not  shown  that  salt  was  an  article  for  which 
tile  country  suffered  much  in  the  days  of  the 
revolution — that  they  were  anxious  then  to  en- 
oonrsge  it— that  the  laws,  fhwn  the  oommwce- 
^ent  of  the  Government  and  enMoially  rinoe 
181G,  more  tlian  fourteen  years,  nave  had  that 
effect ;  and  are  we  not  to  suppoee  they  were 
intended  to  have  that  effect  t  Is  it  not  an  ar- 
ticle essential  to  ]i&,  and,  therefore,  to  inde- 


Who,  then,  c 
that  the  duties 
bring  forward  and  encourage  its  mannfaotnre, 
at  least  as  much  as  that  of  any  other  article  in 
the  tariff?  How  are  we  to  learn  what  article 
is  to  be  protected,  but  from  the  duties  and  the 
law? 

Unch  has  been  edd  of  the  exorbitant  price 
paid  for  salt  in  varions  parts  of  the  country. 
Yet,  by  the  moroy  of  a  kind  Providence,  the 
whole  ocean  affords  the  means  of  prodnclng  it, 
and  springs  much  Salter  than  the  ooean  abound 
in  the  interior,  in  various  parts  of  the  country ; 
and  all  now  have  skill  to  mannfaotnre  salt. 
The  price  is  not,  as  it  once  waa,  high  in  any 
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part  of  the  eoontry.  K^ther  the  poor  nor  rich 
are  sufi^ng  on  that  account.  Salt,  compared 
to  its  value,  is  heavy,  and  transportation  ex- 
pensive. The  price,  tiierefore,  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend  upon  the  distance  it  is  trans- 
ported on  roads,  and  the  character  of  those 
roads.  But,  inconsiderately,  the  price  of  trans- 
portation is  ohai^ed  to  the  doty.  The  price  of 
salt  on  the  seaboard  is  regular  and  reasonable. 
Our  duties,  in  the  first  instance,  if  they  affect 
the  price  at  all,  can  only  affect  it  on  the  sea- 
board, where  it  is  imported.  How,  then,  can 
men  expect  relief  in  the  interior  so  mnch  talked 
about!  I  know  It  may  be  a  popular  subject  to 
hold  oat  to  a  cert^  olasa  of  men,  but  it  is  de- 
lusive.  The  price  is  now  low  where  it  is  im- 
ported. The  very  duties  sa  much  complained 
of,  have  contributed  to  keep  it  low,  and  pre- 
vent fluctuations;  and  the  relief  songht  by 
those  alone  who  have  occasion  of  compudnt,  is 
sought  flrom  a  wrong  source.  Beduce  the  price 
of  transportation  by  canals,  railroads,  or  other 
good  roads,  and  then  the  olgect  will  bo  effected, 
and  not  till  then.  Then,  indeed,  will  the  poor 
farmer — and  no  class  of  men  are  entitled  to 
higher  respect  and  oonsiderstion — find  relief, 
I  regret  to  find  so-much  opposition  to  this  dnty 
from  the  Booth.  The  manufaatnrers  at  the 
Korth  take  their  flour  and  com,  and  would  de- 
rare  to  furnish  them  with  salt  in  exchange. 
Both  are  necessaries,  for  rich  and  poor,  and  uie 
exchange  might  be  mntnally  beuendal.  It  has 
been  carried  on  to  some  extent,  and  was  par- 
tjonlarly  benefioial  daring  the  late  war. 

It  has  been  orged,  with  great  spirit,  that  cer- 
tain monopolists  have  charged  an  extravagant 
price  for  B^t,  and  oppressed  the  people.  I  am 
as  hoeCile  to  monopohes  and  monopolists  as  any 
man.  Bnt  one  case  of  the  kind,  I  believe,  is 
known.  Where  is  that!  Far  in  the  interior 
where  a  dnty  of  five  or  ten  cents  could  not  ia 
the  smallest  degree  aSbct  the  price.  Monopo- 
lies, in  this  free  and  enterprising  oonntry,  can 
never  exist  to  any  conuderable  extent,  and  they 
will  be  of  short  duration.  A  high  price  wiU 
have  the  effect  to  call  forth  the  efforts  of  the 
enterprising — new  salt  springs  will  be  disoov- 
ered,  and  transportation  will  betadlitated — the 
price  will  be  reduced— good  will  come  ont  of 
evil.  Onr  le^slation  ought  not,  in  the  present 
case,  to  be  influenced  by  these  cases  of  com- 
plaint, because  we  are  legislatjng  for  the  nation ; 
and  if  our  laws  are  partionlarly  prepared  tor 
the  few  exceptions  named,  they  will  be  illy 
adapted  to  the  want«  and  interests  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and,  besides,  it  is  a  perfect  answer  in  the 
present  case,  that  our  legislation  could  not  af- 
ford the  relief  so  much  desired. 

The  gentleman  from  Geor^a,  (Mr.  Watkb,) 
who  hasjust  taken  his  seat,  is  greatiy  displeased 
with  the  proposition  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
yesterday.  He  speaks  in  harsh  language,  aad 
calls  it  bargain  and  sale.  Sir,  I  trust  gentlemen 
will  not  be  deterred  from  doing  their  dot;  by 
any  censure  or  denunciation  from  any  quarter. 
Oor  whole  GoTerximeat,  from  its  e 
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ment  to  this  time,  luts  been  a  system  of  oonces- 
non  and  eomprombe.  We  coald  not  exist  if  It 
-were  Dtherviae.    B7  compromise,  I  mesa  hon- 


otbera  Thich  ehonld  induoe  each  to  jield  Bome- 
tfaing  of  what  might  seem  most  for  the  inter- 
ests of  bis  constituents.  We  are  legislatiDg  for 
all.  The  South  have  called  upon  na  loadlj  to 
■Sbrd  tbem  relied  They  complain  of  great  dia- 
treas.  They  ask  ns  to  yield,  to  oompromiae. 
Kstren  is  oomparative,  and  the  relief  called 
tar  may  be  questionable— bnt  that  the  North, 
tba  miJwitT,  are  bonnd  to  examine  and  inves- 
bgate  the  aabjeet,  I  have  no  doubt.  We  are 
boDud  to  examine^  becaosa  it  may  be  the  duty 
<rf  the  North  to  ^Id  eomething  of  their  own 
interert  by  way  of  compromise.  The  Tarions 
interests  of  tbe  coontrj  are  a  anhjeot  of  com- 
promise, and  so  are  the  varioas  manafaotnres 
of  the  coantry.  One  part  of  the  oonntrj  pro- 
dnces  one  article  of  manofactare,  and  another 
part  of  the  conntry  another  article.  If  a  re- 
daction of  dntjes  be  prmosed,  the  whole  snb- 
ject  onght  to  be  thorotigUy  and  candidly  ex- 
amined. The  subject  ovgbt  not  to  be  touched 
noder  the  in&nenoe  of  lonal  or  political  feeUngs. 
Tbe  trne  spirit  of  an  honorable  compromise,  re- 
garding the  good  of  other*  as  well  as  our  own, 
oogfat  to  inflnence  onr  conduct.  Iron  is  pro- 
doced  in  Bome  parts  of  the  ooantry,  sngar  In 
Others,  lead  in  others,  Sen.  Shall  we  rep«il  the 
dn^,  at  once,  on  one  of  the  articles  named,  be- 
cause onr  own  part  of  the  oonntry  may  not 
h^tpen  to  produce  the  article,  and,  of  course, 
ne  aoaaameia  t  If  that  narrow  principle  shoold 
{HVTail,  we  should  immediately  repeal  the  tariff 

00  every  article.  For  in  the  loodnction  of 
what  article  is  one-third  of  the  uulted  States 
directly  interested!  We  must  act  upon  the- 
principte  of  mutual  compromiae,  and  that  lib- 
eral principle  of  political  as  well  as  moral  dOty, 
wbicn  shall  induce  ns  to  r^ard  Hie  good  of 
others  as  well  as  onr  own. 

In  triplication  to  the  subject  immediately  be- 
ftwB  ns,  I  do  not  object  to  considering  the  tariff; 

1  tbjnk  it  mlgbt  be  modified,  amended,  and 
partially  repealed,  much  for  tbe  beneSt  of  all. 
Bat  ttuB  is  not  the  proper  oonree.  We  should 
not  take  one  isolated  article,  and  repeal  it.  By 
ao  doing,  we  ehonld  not  act  liberally,  or  as  1 
Btateemo)  ou^  to  act  1  hoped  tbat  the  tariff ; 
-woold  h&TB  been  modified,  and  I  believe  it 
m^ht,  hut  fbr  tbe  indisoriminate  aeal  and  un- 
mrraatable  violence  of  a  part,  at  least,  of  those 
irtio  mamlieat  great  hosdlity  against  aU  mann- 
tictnTea.  I  tbink  notbii^  is  wanting  to  effect 
benefirial  amendments,  b^  a  temper  of  moder- 
w&M  and  forbearance  whiob  irill  result  in  mu- 
toal  compromise. 

It  has  been  urged  witli  warmth  by  a  number 
"who  have  spoken  upon  tbe  anhject,  that  salt  is 
a  neceaury  of  Ufe,  used  by  the  poor  as  veil  as 
the  rich,  and  that  00  that  acoonnt  tbe  duty 
oo^t  to  be  repealed.  It  has  been  the  wisdom 
aoa  policy  of  all  aiyilized  nationa  to  produce,  if 


po^blfl,  within  their  own  country,  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Is  such'  policy  questionable  I 
Onr  own  wants  and  distresses,  and  especially 
the  distress  of  the  poor  for  salt  withio  the  rec- 
ollection of  some  gentlemen  who  now  hear 
me,  onght  to  be  a  conclusive  answer  npon  this 
point.  The  dnty  paid  npon  salt  for  a  number 
of  years  past,  has  not  increased,  although  the 
number  of  inhabitants  has  doubled.  The  man- 
nfaotories  have  increased  as  fast  as  the  people. 
Destroy  these  manufactories,  and  the  price  of 
salt  would  not  be  diminished,  even  in  time  of 
friendly  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  be- 
canse  present  prices  would  not  more  than  pay 
a  reasonable  freight,  and,  if  twice  the  quantity 
were  imported,  it  could  not  be  brought  in  bal- 
last, as  at  present,  for  little  or  no  compensa- 
tion ;  nor  would  merchants  consent  to  do  it, 
were  it  not  for  their  manufacturing  competitors. 
But  suppose  any  intermption  of  our  friendly 
relations  should  occur,  what  would  then  be  our 
situation  f  Rich  end  poor,  but  espetnall;  the 
poor,  mnst  suffer  as  uiey  have  done  for  the 
want  of  ealt.  As  an  indepetid«at  nation,  we 
ought  Dot  to  be  subject  to  such  casualties,  but 
we  ought  to  have  the  meaoa  of  aubsistenoe 
within  ourselves. 

I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  examine  and  re- 
visa  the  tariff.  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  im- 
proved ;  but  I  protest  agunst  taking  a  smgle 
artide.  No  portion  of  the  oonntry  has  been 
(in  my  (pinion)  so  severely  taxed  as  that  which 
I  represent;  and  no  interest  so  severely  taxed 
as  the  navigating  interest.  Shall  they  have  no 
relief!  Is  salt  uie  only  article  affecting  mano- 
ftctures,  worthy  of  our  notice  t  I  have  always 
believed  that  we  could  easily  ameliorate  the  po- 
litical tariff  of  18S8,  without  ii^ury  to  any  in- 
Salt  is  an  essentiBl  of  life.  The  importance 
of  its  manufacture  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
greater  part  used  is  now  manufactured  in  this 
oosntry.  The  manufactories  are  increa^ng  and 
improving.  The  price  of  salt,  owing  to  the 
competition  of  mann&ctnrera  and  importers,  is 
kept  pretty  steady  and  low,  and  will  be  grad- 
ually reduced.  I  trust,  under  snch  circum- 
stances, we  shall  not  repeal  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  that  the  vote  of  yesterday,  which  I  think 
passed  without  mature  conrideration,  will  be 
reconsidered. 

Hr.  Ytmos  sdd:  After  the  repeated  de- 
cisions of  the  House,  during  the  present  session, 
against  the  redacldon  of  the  duty  on  salt,  I  must 
confess  I  did  not  anticipate  the  vote  of  yester- 
day, on  that  branch  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  KoDrpsoc) 
to  the  bill  then  nnder  consideration.  It  was 
my  intention  to  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  that 
bill ;  but  considering  that  proposition  to  be  a 
blow  struck  at  the  whole  system  of  domestio 
industry,  dependent  as  that  system  is,  and  ever 
must  be,  upon  all  ita  parts  for  support,  I  cannot 
refrun  from  saying  that  that  vote  did  not 
merely  surprise  me,  hut  filled  me  with  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  the  mann&otnriiig  interest  in 
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goieral.  Could  I  have  at  all  anticipated  the 
result  of  the  vote  then  about  to  be  given,  I 
shonld  not  have  permitted  it  to  pass  in  silence. 
The  onlj  spologj'  I  shall  now  offer  for  throw- 
ing myself  upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  ia, 
that  some  of  m^  constituents  have  a  direct,  and 
all  of  them  an  indirect,  interest  in  thia  qaee- 
tion,  and  thej  all  would,  in  mj  opinion,  be  ma- 
terially iiynred  by  the  proposed  redaction  of 
duty.  I  cannot  think  the  extent  of  the  domes- 
tic manofactore  of  salt,  and  the  importance  of 
that  interest,  were  generally  understood,  or  had 
been  attentiTely  considered  by  the  House,  be- 
fore tha  vote  of  yesterday.  In  the  scale  of  im- 
Sortance,  I  think  the  loanufactore  of  salt  stands 
ecldedly  next  after  the  great  &brics  of  cotton, 
wool,  iron,  and  leather.  The  annual  consomp- 
.tion  of  salt  in  the  United  States  does  not  vary 
very  iai  from  eight  millions  of  bnshela.  Of  this 
amount,  about  five-eightha  are  of  domestic  pro- 
duction. It  appears  from  the  last  financial  re- 
port, that  the  importation  of  salt  during  the 
year  A.  D.  1828,  which  went  into  the  consnmp- 
tion  of  the  country,  amounted  to  two  million 
nine  hondred  and  ninety-three  thousand  fonr 
hundred  and  eighly'Six  bushels  of  fifty-six 
pounds  each.  The  home  mauufactore  may  be 
set  down  at  about  five  millions  of  bnsbels.  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
at  the  present  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
manufacture  of  salt,  gives  the  returns  of  the 
homo 'manufacture  at  three  millliou  ei^ht  hun- 
dred and  four  thonsand  two  hondred  and 
twenty-nine  bushels.  It  will  be  recollected 
that,  for  want  of  precise'  information,  the 
amount  manufactured  ia  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  omitted.  He  has,  howerer,  eoUeoted 
such  data  as  to  justify  ns  in  estiinatiDg  the 
amount  manofaotared  in  different  parts  of  that 
State  at  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand  bush- 
els. In  the  tabular  statement  of  the  return 
from  Ohio,  I  notice  a  mistake  has  been  com- 
mitted of  sixty  or  eighty  thonsand  bushels ;  the 
return  of  the  manufacture  in  one  neighborhood 
being  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  barrels, 
whi^  in  the  table  is  erroneously  set  down  at 
that  number  of  bushels  only.  There  are  in  the 
district  that  I  represent  several  manufactories 
not  noticed,  which  must  produce  some  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  bushels  in  all.  The  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  presume,  were  not  apprised  of  their 
existence ;  and  there  are  doubtless  many  other 
small  establishments  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  of  which  th«y  have  no  knowledge  at 
that  department.  The  amount  of  capittd  in- 
vested m  this  branch  of  manufacture  may  be 
put  down  at  five  millions  of  dollars,  all  of 
which,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  will  be  put  in 
jeopardy  by  the  reduction  of  duty.  The  do- 
mestic is  now  rapidly  gtuning  gronnd  upon  the 
imported  article.  The  consumption  of  salt 
imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1790,  when  the  population  of  the  country  was 
only  al>out  one-tbird  its  present  number,  ex- 
ceeded the  consumption  for  the  year  1828,  that 
year  being  the  last  Treasury  return.     The  im- 
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portatioB  for  the  three  years  preceding  1828 
considerably  diminished,  till,  in  that  year,  it 
fell  down  to  the  amount  before  stated. 

How  is  this  fact  to  be  accounted  for  t  Has 
the  consomption  of  the  country  diminished  in 
this  neoessary  of  life,  while  its  population  has 
been  increasing  t  The  true  solution  is,  that  the 
domestic  production  has  been  rapidly  incress- 
ing,  and  by  its  competition  pressing  the  foreign 
salt  into  narrower  limita  or  drivm^  it  oat  of 
market.  The  effect  pf  tnia  competition  is  (0 
cheapen  the  price  of  the  foreign  article.  It  is 
a  consideration  of  much  importance,  that  the 
manufacture  of  salt  is  more  generally  diffused 
through  the  ooniitry  than  any  one  of  the  giest 
interest^  the  protection  of  which  has  engrossed 
the  attention  of  Congress.  Jfatnre  has  so  dis- 
tributed her  bounties  in  im  diffusion  of  the 
souroes  of  this  branch  of  manuf^nre,  that  no 
considerable  sectiou  of  the  country  need  bo  de- 
pendent upon  anotlier  for  the  supply  of  this 
necessary  article  of  human  subsistence. 

UasSBchusetle,  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Vir^nia,  and  Ohio  are  the  States  that  take  the 
lead  in  its  manufacture,  Bnt  there  ia  scaroely 
a  State  in  any  section  of  the  Union,  that  does 
not  manufacture  it  to  a  greater  or  less  eiteat 
On  the  whole  line  of  onr  seashore,  and  espe- 
cially along  the  coasts  of  the  Southern  Btiies 
and  Florida,  great  natural  fadlities  must  every- 
where exist  for  its  production,  while  the  in- 
terior is  supplied  with  inexhaustible  subtw- 
ranean  springs  of  salt  water.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  direet  your  attention  to  the  state  of  this 
manufacture  in  the  different  districts  of  coun- 
try where  it  is  carried  on,  and  see  whether  it 
con  be  sustdned  under  the  proposed  reduction 
of  dnty.  Among  the  New  England  States, 
Kassamusetts  is  the  roost  deeply  interested, 
having  near  two  millions  of  dollars  invested  in 
that  branch  of  budoess.  The  document  before 
mentioned  shovrs  that  it  is  there  barely  a  living 
business,  the  profits  being  reduced,  at  least,  to 
a  level  with  labor  in  other  employments. 

The  proposed  reduction  must,  therefore,  in- 
evitably mm  the  manufacture  in  that  section  of 
country.  How  will  it  be  in  New  York,  where 
the  manufacture  is  carried  on  more  eitensively 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union?  TTi* 
same  document  also  shows  that  it  is  with  dtfB- 
culty  the  mannfacturer  con  sustain  himself.  I 
understand  tlie  domestic  salt  finds  its  way  into 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  struggling  with 
the  foreign  production  for  that  great  market 

The  domestic  competition  has  so  reduced  the 
price,  that  imported  salt  will  not  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  freight,  and  comes  in  almost  wholly  as 
baUost ;  and,  coming  in  this  way,  it  pajs  little 
or  no  freight. 

Suppose,  air,  you  reduce  the  dnty  to  ten 
cents,  how  would  the  matter  stand  between  the 
dom^o  manufacturer  and  the  importer  t 

The  average  value  of  foreign  salt  is  set  down 
in  the  commercial  report  at  eight  cents  per 
bushel,  which,  from  the  best  information  I  can 
get,  ia  at  least  its  fall  cost  abroad ;  dnty,  ten 
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.cdti;  Diaking  the  ooet,  iadapeadent  of  frelgbt, 
tijfateen  oents.  The  cost  of  prodnotaon  at  the 
£«■  York  works  ia  eight  and  a  half  cents;  dutj 
lo  iIm  State,  twelve  and  a  half  cente;  coat 
of  btrrela,  five  cents  per  buahel ;  making  the 
Mct  hrentf-sii  cents  per  hnshel  when  read; 
for  market ;  making  a  difference  in  cost,  inde- 


in  balk  ag  well  aa  in  ballast,  thaa  saving  the  ez~ 
pBW  of  barrels.  Bnt  the  domestic  salt  has  not 
tlmadTantage  of  going  to  market  as  ballast— it 
mint  pa;  Q«ight  and  tolls  on  the  canal,  and 
freigbt  down  ^e  Hudson  to  the  cit;^.  Is  it  not 
Etpireot  that,  in  this  state  of  the  tnde,  tbe  for- 
agn  alt  woold  drive  the  domestic  ont  of  the 
DUi^t  of  New  York,  and  transfer  the  theatre 
of  ennpetition  from  the  cit7  to  the  ver;  doors 
of  ttie  mannfactarer,  and,  in  any  great  tbttiI- 
Boo  rf  trade,  break  him  down  even  there  t 

Permit  me,  iu'jto  present  this  operation  in 
snotber  aspect.  The  foreign  and  domestic  salt 
mett  and  enter  into  competition  in  the  citj ' 
tlu  tbreign  wotitd  pay  a  duty  of  ten  cents,  and 
Qm  latter  of  twelve  and  a  bslf  cents  per  bnshel. 
I  aj  he  wonid  paj  it,  because  to  the  mannfbc- 
tmer  it  is  preciselj  the  some  thing  whether  be 
Wjs  (hat  snm  into  the  Treaaory  of  tbe  State  of 
flew  York,  or  into  the  TreasnTj  of  the  United 
States.  He  would  pay,  then,  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  bushel  more  dnty  than  the  importer. 
The  cMt  of  the  foreign  article  being  only  eight 
cents,  the  difference  is  thirty-two  per  cent  on 
thu  cost,  and  is  exactly  the  same  thing  aa  if  a 
^Kriminating  dnty  of  thirty-two  per  cent, 
wtre  inpoaed  in  favor  of  the  importer  of  the 
fareign  prodncL  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this 
srtat  and  valuable  concern  most  sink  in  that 
State,  if  SQcb  an  advantage  is  given  to  the  for- 
ta^  over  the  domestic  product.  The  compe- 
ticxKi  is  DOW  so  closely  contested,  that  the  con- 
nmer  of  foreign  salt  is,  in  ptoint  of  fact,  relieved 
frost  the  payment  of  freight.  But  suppose  the 
dgty  redoced,  and  tbe  domestic  mam^actorer 
breken  op,  what,  then,  would  be  the  oonrse  of 
trade )  Tbe  importation  would  then  become  a 
ngnlar  busineaa,  aitd  salt  could  afibrd  to  pay 
freight 

A  part  of  the  navigation  of  the  oooutry  wonld 
«D  into  the  salt  trade  for  tbe  freight.  The  con- 
■uuer  would  pay  ten  cents  less  dnty  than  be- 
bn ;  bnt  be  would  pay  ten  cente  more  for  tbe 
fraigbt,  and  consequently  would  find  Umself 
pradsely  where  be  now  is,  with  thia  important 
difference — he  bos  annihilated  a  larse  amonnt 
of  cqiEtal,  and  lost  a  valnable  domestic  market 
Complaints  have  been  made  here  of  the  dnty 
paid  to  tbe  Btote  of  New  York  by  the  manu- 
factureta,  and  they  who  make  them  wonld 
compel  ber  to  repeal  it  I  understand  tbe  duty 
Is  pledged  by  the  constitution  of  the  State  to 
the  payment  of  the  canal  debt,  and  is  therefore 
hnmnlabte,  and  not  tuider  tbe  control  of  her 
Lcgislatore.  I  do  not  think  it  a  jnat  subject  of 
eomplunt^  so  as  to  justify  ua  in  enacting  Iswa 
lo  bear  npoo  that  fond  aod  apon  the  constitur 
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tion  of  tbe  State.  It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  New  York  CsabI  waa  the  first  great 
enterprise  of  tbe  kind  undertaken  in  this  coun- 
try. It  was  important  to  give  stability  to 
the  credit  of  the  State,  and  nothing  could  more 
effectually  do  that,  than  the  provision  in  tbe 
constitution.  The  rest  of  the  country,  surely, 
owes  that  State  something  for  the  experience 
we  have  all  acquired  at  ber  expense,  and  for 
the  moral  influence  she  has  spread  over  tbe 
Union  by  ber  example.  Nor  ought  tbe  multi- 
plied benefits  that  almost  every  eeotion  of  the 
conntry  derives  from  her  canals,  to  be  wholly 
forgotten  here.  Passing  on  from  New  York  to 
Pennsylvania  we  find  her  salt  manufactories 
situBted  in  the  western  distriot  of  that  State, 
and  directly  on  tbe  line  of  the  canal  now  con- 
structing over  the  Alleghany  mountains,  to 
unite  the  waters  of  tbe  Atlantic  with  those  of 
the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  The  cost  of  produc- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  about  twenty  cents,  aay 
twenty-five  centa    per    bushel,   including   the 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  if  the  pres- 
ent duty  ia  retained,  the  salt  of  western  Fetin- 
sylvania  will,  so  soon  as  this  canal  is  opened, 
compete  with  the  imported  article  for  tbe  mar- 
ket of  Philadelphia  precisely  as  the  salt  of 
western  New  York  now  does  for  the  market  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  tbe  tolls  and  traosportation  arising  from 
the  business  will  be  of  no  inconsiderable  im- 
portance to  that  State.  It  is  therefore  tbe  un- 
doubted interest  of  Pennsylvania  to  sustain  and 
foster  its  manufacrture  ?  (joing  still  further 
west,  the  principal  seat  of  this  description  of 
manufacturing  interest  in  that  section  of  the 
United  Stalea,  is  on  tbe  banks  of  the  great 
Kenhawa,  in  Western  Virginia.  Uanufao- 
toriea  on  a  small  scale  are  fonnd  on  tbe  Ohio, 
the  Muskingum,  and  in  many  other  parte  of  tbe 
western  country.  The  manufactmre  on  tbe 
Kenhawa  amounts  to  about  A  million  of  bushels 
per  annum.  I  believe  tbe  production  baa, 
under  peculiar  excitements,  gone  much  higher 
than  that  amount,  reaching  amiilion  and  a  half; 
bnt  the  result  was  a  very  general  bankruptcy 
of  all  who  were  engaged  in  the  business.  Tak- 
ing all  the  manufactories  In  the  western  coun- 
try, in  the  aggregate,  tbe  average  coat  of  pro- 
duction to  the  nfanofocturer  may  be  set  down 
at  about  tweoty-Gve  cents  per  bushel,  when 

Sacked  in  barrels  ready  for  market  Let  the 
uty  on  salt  be  reduced  to  ten  cents,  cost  of  for- 
eign salt  eight  cents,  flight  at  half  tbe  cost, 
aay  {bur  cents,  and  tbe  cost  of  foreign  salt  In 
New  Orleans  wonld  be  twenty-two  cents  per 
bushel.  Tbe  coat  of  production  at  the  door  of 
the  manufacturer,  when  ready  for  market, 
wonld  be,  at  least,  equal  to  the  coat  of  tbe  for- 
eign salt  in  New  Orleans  to  tbe  importer.  Now, 
air,  permit  me  to  inquire,  bow  would  this  trade 
operate  in  that  state  of  tbiuEsI  In  the  first 
place,  the  foreign  salt  is  considered  tbe  better 
article,  and,  consequently,  wonld  take  posse»- 
aioD  of  the  market  at  the  same  prloe.    In  tb» 
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nest  place  it  becomes  material  to  look  at  the 
geographical  position  of  these  moDofactonee, 
their  markets,  and  the  means  of  transportation. 
These  establiahmeiits  bib  situated  oq  the  verj 
mar^  of  the  navigable  waters  leading  into  the 
MissisMppi. 

Their  prodncts  descend  the  Ohio,  and  ascMid 
its  tributaries,  penetrating  into  tlie  heart  of  In< 
diann,  EentncKv,  Tennessee,  and  I  believe  into 
the  conntr;  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  meet- 
ing the  imported  salt  and  competing  with  it  on 
that  river.  The  transportation  is  now  tnaislj 
by  steam.  The  amount  of  steam  tonnage  now 
very  great,  is  ever^  ;ear  increasing,  ana  has  a 
constant  tendency  to  overdo  itself  What 
wonld  be  the  operation  on  all  that  vast  theatre 
that  may  be  denominated  tlie  middle  ground 
between  the  mannfactorers  of  the  opper  conn- 
try,  and  the  importer  of  salt  at  New  Orleans  t 
The  descending  cargo  consists  chiefly  of  bnlky 
agricnltnral  products,  while  the  return  freight 


e  of  busine^  and  in  that 
state  of  t£ing8  to  which  that  navigatioii  is  fast 
q)proiimsting,  the  amount  of  tonnage  required 
t4>  perform  the  descending  will  far  exceed  tliat 
of  the  ascending  navigation.  To  make  up  this 
deficiency  of  freight,  salt  would  be  carried  up 
the  river  at  almost  a  nominal  price ;  (at  least 
at  a  freight  not  exceeding  the  price  of  down- 
ward freight;)  and  coming  into  New  Orleans 
in  the  flrst  place  as  ballast,  and  then  up  the 
MiseiBsippi  and  Ohio  from  a  wmilar  neceswty, 
there  can  be  nothing  plainer  than  that  the  man- 
ufacturers would  be  overwhelmed  with  a  flood 
of  foreign  salt  at  their  very  doors,  whenever 
the  steam  navigation  went  a  little  beyond  the 
business  of  the  country,  which 


eiak  under  this  state  of  things,  and,  when  once 
down,  could  never  rise  again.  These  mannfac- 
lories  are  indeed  far  in  the  interior ;  but,  in  the 
present  state  of  steam  navigation,  distance  is 
almost  annihilated,  and  the  perfecUon  to  which 
that  navigation  will  no  doubt  shortly  arrive, 
will  place  them  in  almost  the  precise  dtaation 
they  wonld  be,  if  a  navigable  arm  of  the  sea 
put  up  to  them  from  the  Gulf  of  Meiico.  I  am 
fully  convinced  the  proposed  reduction  of  duty 
wonld  peatly  endanger,  if  it  did  not  destroy, 
the  capital  now  Invested  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  While  the  &rmer  would  lose  the  val- 
nable  market  which  these  establishments  create 
for  his  products,  he  would,  at  the  same  time, 
be  compelled  to  pay  more  for  his  salt  than  be 
now  does.  To  the  manufacturer,  the  capital 
employed  would  become  in  a  great  degree  val- 
ueless ;  he  could  not  convert  it  to  any  other 
use,  aa  some  gentlemen  seem  to  iro^ne.  For 
example,  he  bas  a  well  perforated  into  Qk 
bowels  of  the  earth,  through  solid  rock,  three, 
four,  Ave.  and  even  six  hundred  feet,  until  be 
Strikes  ftK  saline  water.  What  could  he  do 
with  this  ^pensive  hole  in  the  earth )     To 


what  other  hnsinefls  or  use  oould  heb'aiiaCiTitt 
OertadoSy  to  none. 

While  speaking  of  the  salt  mannfiwtnre  in 
the  West,  I  beg  leave  to  direct  yonr  attention 
for  a  few  moments  to  a  topie  of  a  looal  chanc- 
t«r,  connected  with  this  subject.  The  district 
of  country  along  on  the  Ohio,  and  partieolarly 
at  Oincinnati  and  its  vicinity,  is  largely  engaged 
in  the  export  of  pork  to  New  Orleans,  anofrom 
thence  to  other  porta.  The  salt  maanfactnred 
in  the  interior  does  not  answer-  the  pnrpoae  of 
pickling  for  exportation  as  well  as  the  coane 
imported  salt  On  that  account,  pork  goe«  to 
New  Orleans,  imperfectly  pickled,  where  it  ii 
repacked  in  foreign  salt  at  a  considerable  charge. 
Now,  sir,  I  noticed  that  my  oollefigoea  from 
that  immediate  neighborhood  voted,  yesterday, 
to  rednce  the  duty  on  salt,  thinking,  no  doubt, 
the  redaction  wonld  have  the  effect  of  transfer- 
ring the  bosiness  of  packing  from  New  Orieaoa 
to  Cincinnati  The  object  is  cert^nly  very  de- 
sirable. But,  if  my  oolleagnes  will  pardon  me 
for  presenting  a  aii^e  consideration  to  them  in 
particular,  I  think  I  can  satisfy  them  that  the 
proposed  redoolJon  of  duty  wonld  not  effect 
their  object.  Let  the  duty  be  reduced  ten 
cents,  and  we  will  snppose  a  correqranding  re- 
dnction  would  take  place  in  the  price  of  salt. 
Yon  have  changed  the  aotnal  prioe  both  at  New 
Orleans  and  at  Cincinnati :   but  the  relative 


pnce  remi 

The  packer,  who  pickled  a  barrel  of  po^  in 
foreign  salt,  at  Ciocionati,  New  Orleans,  or 
Boston,_would  pay  precisely  the  same  amonnt 
of  duty,' whether  ttiat  duty  be  ten  or  twenty 
cents.  By  the  rednction,  tiierefore,  the  packer 
at  Cincinnati  gdns  no  advantage  over  tiie 
packer  at  New  Orleans,  The  relative  price 
must  change  in  favor  of  Oindnnati,  before  the 
packer  can  have  any  indncement  to  transfer  his 
business  from  New  Orleans  to  that  place.  If 
you  can  practically  amiibilate  the  spaoe  be- 
tween the  two  cities,  or  make  an  approach  to 
it ;  in  other  words,  if  you  can  get  rid  of  the 
burden  and  cost  of  transportation  between  New 
Orleans  and  Ohio,  yon  will  then  change  the 
relative  prioe  of  salt,  and  effect  your  object. 
As  things  now  are,  the  packer  must  pay  the 
freight  of  his  salt  up  the  river,  and  tlien  pi^ 
freight  back  agun  on  the  same  salt  after  it  is 
converted  into  pickle.  To  avoid  the  payment 
of  these  two  freights,  it  is  his  interest  to  use 
the  foreign  salt  at  New  Orleans  instead  of  C5n- 
cinnati.  The  proposed  remedy  most  obvious^ 
does  not  reach  the  eviL 

It  is  my  belief  that  domestio  competition  re- 
duces the  price  of  salt,  eveiywhere,  below  what 
it  would  be  if  it  came  into  the  oonntrj  duty 
free,  without  that  competition.  From  the 
close  of  180T  to  1813,  salt  paid  no  duty,  and  I 
am  informed  that  during  that  period  the  price 
was  higher  than  it  has  been  since,  and  more 
flnctuatmg.  I  have  but  one  consideration  more 
to  present,  and  that  addresses  itself  to  the  good 
faim  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  said  the  duty 
is  a  war  dnty,  and  ought  to  be  repealed  on  that 
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■Booont  Snoh  Is  not  the  fact— the  act  of  1818 
■xpirad  of  its  own  limitation  a  fear  after  the 
WW,  ind  wu  revived  in  1818,  a  period  when 
tiw  reveDne  of  the  coontrj  waa  prosperous  and 
ibondant  beyond  anf  preoedent.  That  waa 
tlw  jear  when  the  foandatioD  waa  laid  of  the 
whole  protectiTe  Bjstem,  and  this  duty  must 
ISTB  been  imposed  u  a  protectiTe  duty.  The 
ditf  has  existed  now  for  BeventeeD  years  with- 
(Mt  intwraption,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  large 
— !._i  ___j.ji__  !^  jjjg  (yjjj  jjf  jjjg  Govern- 
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qiiiuon,  not  otiij  impoUtio,  bnt  cmel  in  Uie  e: 

Hr.  DoDTiKiDoB  idd  he  must  tak  the  atten- 
tioii  of  the  House  to  a  f^w  remarks,  bj  war  of 
aiplanation.  The;  will  be  brief,  (said  Hr.  D.,) 
M  the  state  of  my  health  at  present  would  for- 
tad  an  exertion,  were  I  disposed  to  make  one, 
i&d  as  the  amunent  of  my  friend  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  Tdttoh)  has  neariy  exhausted  the  subject. 

1  most  confess  that  a  want  of  that  knowledge 
tit  finandal  detail  which  more  experienced 
ombtfs  of  this  body  possess,  led  me  to  vote 
;«ttKday  erening  for  the  proposed  rednotion 
of  dn^  OB  aalt.  I  did  this  on  aeoonnt  of  the 
manifest  ni^Doy  of  sonthem  members.  Uy 
miilake  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
woiidsred  that,  though  not  a  yonng  man,  I  am 
■  yonng  member  of  this  House,  and  that  neither 
my  |>riTBte  pnranita  nor  pDblic  duties  ever  be- 
an  imposed  on  me  the  neoessity  of  aoqniring 
Utit  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  operations 
ofenr  commercial  and  fiscal  systems,  and  their 
lahntte  detwls,  which  are  nece«ary  to  the  mer- 
chao^  the  xaann&ctnrer,  and  the  statesman. 
Vy  altentioa  heretofore  has  been  tamed  to  the 
gocnl  prindidea  alone,  on  which  onr  systems 
of  rerenne  and  protecdon  are  fonnded. 

PereeiTing  the  great  exoitement  of  hope  on 
one  ride,  and  alarm  on  tbe  other,  prodnoM  by 
the  fote  which  I  nroposed  to  reconsider,  1  have 
trailed  myself  of  the  short  time  that  has  elapsed. 
tn  gonsnlt  some  of  the  pnblio  tables  and  oAcial 
dtwamefitB  that  hare  a  bearing  on  the  snbject ; 
iDd  I  am  now  eatisfled  that  a  redaction  of  the 
dnty  in  question,  at  the  present  tdme,  would  be 
prajndidal  to  the  pnblic  intereeta,  and,  in  a  pe- 
Bolur  nuumer,  deatracUve  of  those  of  my  con- 
ttitoenta. 

I  did  not  know,  befbre  now,  that  a  capital  of 
ao  many  mOlionB  was  rested  in  the  home  pro- 
dnctioa  of  this  artiole  of  first  necessity,  nor 
that,  of  the  whole  amonnt  of  salt  imported  from 
oUnr  naSona,  three-foorths  parts  come  from 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies 
—mm  thoae  very  ports  which  are  sealed 
■gainst  the  introdnotion  of  oar  breadstnffs  and 
cUmt  proviriona.  From  all  other  nations  we 
import  into  the  whole  TJnited  States  a  qnantity 
but  little  exceeding  the  prodnce  of  the  Eenhawa 
*oA». 

I  can  raoollect  to  have  seen  in  my  oonnty 
twdve  dollars  given  for  a  bushel  of  alam  salt. 
I  leecdlect  when  the  price  of  that  article  was 
TouXU-« 


provement  oroor  monntain  roads.  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  the  price  stood  at  abont 
three  dollars,  until  the  Kenhawa  and  other 
works  displaced  the  foreign  article  from  our 
markets  and  consumpljon.  I  remember  the 
time  when  twenty-four  bushels  of  wheat  would 
not  pay  for  more  than  one  bushel  of  alnm  salt ; 
and  I  have  seen  the  price  of  salt  ao  reduced, 
that  a  barrel  of  it  would  not  pay  for  a  barrel  of 
wheat  flour.  And  this  great  and  beneficial 
change  is  the  result  of  improvements  in  the 
modes  of  conveyance,  and  of  tlie  protection  af- 
forded to  home  production  by  tariff  laws — by 
the  imposition  of  reasonable  protecting  duties 
on  foreign  importation.  Were  we  to  exclude 
foreign  salt  altogether,  we  could  produce  the 
quantity  necessary  for  the  whole  consumption, 
without  inconvenience.  In  the  western  coun- 
try the  exclusion  of  foreign  salt  has  been  so 
eff^ual,  that,  in  more  than  half  of  my  district, 
I  do  not  suppose  that  one  bushel  of  foreign  salt 
has  been  consumed  within  the  last  fifteen  years. 
The  rednotion  in  price  wonld  continue,  except 
at  a  partienlar  place,  if  foroipn  salt  were  entirely 
excluded.  Home  producers  are  so  numerous, 
and  so  scattered  over  the  country,  as  to  creal« 
that  competition  which  is  the  life  and  soul  of 
all  manufacturing  and  prodncing  operations. 

Nor  is  this  reduction  of  price  the  only  benefit 
the  farming  and  other  consuming  classes  have 
derived  from  the  protection  given  to  home  pn>- 
dnoers.  The  home  manufacturer  produces  a 
constant  supply,  to  be  had  in  any  qnantiti^ 
large  or  small ;  and  astbe  produceof  our  farms 
and  shops  enters  into  the  consumption  of  the 
manufacturers  of  salt,  this  indispensable  article 
of  daily  use  can  be  had  at  every  village,  at  any 
time,  and  in  any  quantity,  and  can  be  purchased 
and  paid  for,  at  a  reduced  price,  by  our  own  pro- 
dace  or  manufiuitnres.  Salt  has  thus  become  a 
constant  article  of  trade  and  exchange  in  the  in- 
terior commerce  of  the  country.  Nothing  can 
be  more  obvious  than  the  truUi  that  these  in- 
calculable benefits  ore  the  fruits  of  our  system 
of  protecting  duties,  in  modem  times  called  the 
American  system.  And  shall  I  be  asked  to 
surrender  these  advantages,  in  order  to  admit 
the  productions  of  that  country  which  excludes 
onrs,  by  a  permanent  system  from  which  she 
never  relaxes,  except  when  compelled  to  it  by 
necessity  ? 

The  principal  staples  of  my  district  are  bread 
stafb,  beef,  pork,  and  manufactnred  articles. 
These  are,  by  En^and,  excluded  from  her  West 
India  ports  in  our  neighborhood,  while  the 
friends  of  free  trade,  as  uicy  style  themselves, 
wonld  import  from  those  places  at  which  oar 
pork  and  beef  are  prohibited,  the  very  salt  with  ' 
which  the  prohibited  article  ia  cured.  Snob  a 
trade  would  not  be  reciprocal,  and  would  be 
ruinons  to  western  agriculture.  I  admit  that 
the  immediate  effects  of  a  reduction  in  the  daty 
on  salt  would  be  a  diminution  in  the  price  of 
the  article.  This  diminution  in  price  woidd 
continue  nntil  oorownestablighmentSTonld  be 
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ruiaed  and  abandoned,  and  onr  dependence 
tlie  foreign  Engliali  Bapplj  agsin  restored,  when 
the  price  would  be  increased,  aa  formerly,  at 
the  pleasure  of  foreigaera,  and  when  cash  woold 
be  demanded  in  payment,  and  the  snpply  ren- 
dered precarioas  by  all  those  accidenta  and 
vexations  attendaat  on  foreign  commerce. 

Those  who  now  live  by  the  manafacttire  of 
salt  have  their  capitals  vested  iu  their  wells  and 
fornaees,  their  kettles,  and  other 
and  flitores,  and  in  amna  necessary  to  carry 
their  bosiness.  Kedace  the  dntiea  on  foreij 
Bait,  and  that  article  will  ascend  the  Ohio 
BQch  reduced  prices  as  to  fall  below  the  actual 
cost  of  producing  it  at  borne.  When  this  is 
done,  tJie  owners  most  abandon  their  works, 
and  vest  their  capitals  in  other  pursuits.  For 
a  abort  time,  onr  supply  from  abroad  might  be 
regular  and  cheap,  and  might  continue  so  ontil 
the  domestic  manufacture  would  be  everywhere 
abandoned ;  and  then  we  wonld  be  inevitably 
compelled  to  purchase  at  higher  prices,  in  an 
unoert^Q  market,  for  ready  cash,  instead  of 
artioles  of  domestio  growth  and  me  fruits  of 
our  own  labor.  If  we  wish  to  secure  onr  salt  at 
low  prices,  we  must  discourage  importation  from 
abroad,  and  encourage  that  competition  at  home 
which  has  succeeded  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes. 

The  geotleman  from  Georgia  (Hr.  Watne) 
has  spoken  of  oar  system  (inclnding,  1  suppose, 
the  motion  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  submit)  as 
one  of  "bargun  and  sale,"  and  having  a  neces^ry 
tendency  to  corruption.  I  understood  him  as 
having  particular  reference  to  the  speech  of  the 
Rentleman  from  Uassachuaettfi,  (Mr.  Qqboah  ;) 
hut,  whether  to  that  gentleman  or  to  myself, 
iuasmncb  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  con- 
cluded by  saying  he  meant  no  disrespect,  I  sup- 
pose I  have  no  cause  to  complam.  These 
words,  therefore,  of  "  barg^  and  sale,"  are  not 
understood  as  oouveying  any  personal  reproach, 
in  the  vocabulary  of  the  day.  But,  whatever 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  may  think  of  my 
oonrse  here,  or  by  whatever  epithets  describe 
it,  that  matters  me  but  little,  aa  neither  the 
opinions  uor  epithets  of  others  oaa  "  pick  mj 
pockety  or  break  my  shins." 

According  to  the  doctrine  of  some,  all  con- 
cesnouB  and  oompromiae  in  legislation  are  im- 
moral ;  whereas  it  is  a  universal  maxim,  ac- 
knowledged by  the  wise  in  every  country,  that 
all  iriae  and  beneficial  legislation  must  l>e  the 
result  of  mutual  concession,  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, and  of  compromise.  Where  a  country  is 
so  luge  as  to  embrace  a  great  variety  of  climate, 
of  soil,  and  of  pursnits,  ft  is  impossible  to  legis- 
late wisely,  without  much  consultation  on  the 
separate  interests  of  each.  In  seeking  to  ren- 
der onr  agriculture  and  manufactures  independ- 
ent of  foreign  intermeddhng,  it  was  thought 
necessary,  in  the  infancy  of  those  interests,  to 
foster  and  encourage  them  by  the  Imposition  of 
bigl)  duties  on  such  articles  imported  from 
abroad  as  might  come  into  advantageous  com- 
petition with  them  in  our  consumption.  To 
-  aSord  this  universal  protectioa  has  been  the 
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aim  of  this  Government,  from  the  year  1789  to 
the  present  time ;  and  no  portion  of  the  United 
States  pressed  this  policy  sooner,  or  more  ear- 
nestly, than  the  southern  section. 

Yesterday  evening,  it  was  plainly  discovera- 
ble, that,  should  we  give  up  the  protection  of 
the  great  capital  vested  by  Kew  England  and 
New  York  in  the  manmocture  of  salt,  we 
would  he  in  danger  of  losing  the  efforts  of  those 
States  in  furthering  that  protection  which  is 
indispensably  neceesary  for  our  interests  in  the 
West ;  and  m  so  far  as,  on  that  account,  we 
may  be  more  disposed  to  protect  our  eastern 
tHends,  we  are  to  meet  uie  censures  of  the 
Boutb.  Like  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
(Mr.  UALI.ABT,)  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Ur.  Watbs,)  as  holain^  out  a 
hope  to  some  of  the  friends  of  the  tan£  tha^ 
if  they  would  persevere  in  the  reduction  of 
duties  on  salt,  he  mi^ht  be  induced  to  vote  for 
the  bill  nnder  consideration,  the  passage  of 
which  every  real  friend  to  domestic  protectitm 
has  so  much  at  heart,  and  to  which  Uxe  gentle- 
man  from  Georgia  had  appeared  to  be  so  modi 
opposed.  The  gentleman  fr^m  Georgia,  bow- 
ever,  says  he  was  misunderstood  in  this  respect, 
and  I  therefore  do  not  press  the  remark  farther 
than  to  say,  that,  understanding  the  ^ntlemaa 
when  he  was  up,  as  throwing  out  this  induce- 
ment, I  did  not  censure  him  for  that  course.  I 
thought  it  perfectly  fair,  hut  considered  it  as 
very  inconsistent  in  him  to  censure  in  others 
the  very  course  which  I  thought  him  openly 
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withdraw,  because  tl 

removes  the  grounds  at  it,  and  c 

of  my  mistake  as  to  him. 

Bat,  however  censurable  it  may  seem  in  tha 
eyes  of  some  of  our  opponents,  that,  in  legisla- 
tion, members  should  concede  any  thing  of 
their  views,  measnrBs,  and  wishes  to  others,  in 
return  for  mutual  ooncesaion  on  their  part,  it 
is  evident  to  me  that  some  of  our  opponents  do 
not  ooDcur  in  this  opinion,  but  actually  practise 
what  others  of  them  seem  openly  to  condemn. 
This  morning,  a  friend  of  mine,  whose  seat  ia 
near  me,  (6^.  Fikdiat,)  and  who,  in  relation 
to  the  protecting  system,  differs  from  me  in 
nothing  hut  the  policy  of  reducing  the  dutjea 
on  salt,  informed  me  that  one  gentleman,  (whom 
be  named,)  if  not  two  or  tbree  among  those 
opposed  to  ns,  would  vote  for  our  tariff  law,  if 
we  would  ret^n  in  it  the  clause  reducing  the 
dnty  in  question :  and  that  gentleman  wiU  so 
vote,  and  with  that  eniectation.  I  did  not 
inqnire  how  my  friend  obtained  this  assurance. 
I  suppose  he  had  it  from  him,  or  those  alone 
able  to  ^ve  it ;  and,  if  so,  I  looked  upon  it  aa 
fair  play.  It  would  be  the  resnlt  of  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  choice  lietweeu  supposed  evils. 

I  feel  compelled  to  take  a  respectful  notice  of 
the  remarks  of  a  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Babbinobb,)  in  relation  to  my  vote 
yesterday  evening,  and  my  motion  to-doj-, 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  present  discnsaiou. 
That  gentleman  has  made  an  allusion  to  the 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


1I*T,  1B90.]  Tk 

Uas  uid  treason  of  Judas.  I  am  &t  a  loss  to 
know  whether  he  tneant  to  be  wittj  or  satirical. 
If  wit  was  his  object,  he  failed ;  for  I  oonld  not 
perceive  that «  single  smile  was  elicited  in  the 
halL  Should  I  preenme,  as  that  gentleman  did, 
to  offer  an  advice  not  ashed  for,  I  would  say, 
that,  whenever  he  attemptH  to  extract  his  aolliea 
of  wit  firom  a  record  the  most  awftil  and  in- 
■tmctlTe  that  the  mind  of  man  can  contem- 
plate, he  will  exhibit  himself  in  bad  taste  before 
a  Christian  andience.  But  if  satire  was  intend- 
ed, .and  the  gentleman  meant  both  to  assul  me, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  give  us  a  sample  of 
his  magnaoimttT',  he  was  signallj  successful. 
Having  cast  his  arrow  across  the  hall  at  me,  he 
moat  magnanimonalj  demanded  the  previous 
tmestion ;  which  would  shut  my  mouth  from 
Oiis  explanation,  and  from  a  reply. 

lEr.  Thomfsob,  of  Oeorna,  rose,  and  ob- 
served that  in  all  the  debate  ne  had  heard  noth- 
faig  new  on  the  question ;  and,  as  .farther  de- 
bate conld  be  of  no  nse,  he  moved  to  ley  the 
motion  tor  reconsideration  on  the  table,  and 
demanded  the  veas  and  naja  on  the  question ; 
but  withdrew  his  notion  at  the  requeat  of 

l£r.  HoCoT,  who  promised  to  renew  it  when 
1m  bad  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  adhering 
(o  the  reduction  of  the  salt  dnt;.  Having  done 
wo,  he  renewed  the  motion  made  b;  Ur.  '^om p- 
soji;  and 

The  question  bemg  pnt  on  laying  the  motion 
to  reooDuder  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — jeea  65,  nays  103. 

Hr.  P01.K  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
redaction,  and  explanatorj  of  the  history  of 
die  duty  on  salt  laid  &am  time  to  tjme ;  and 
believing  th«t  enongh  had  been  awd,  pro  and 
WK,  and  as  much  as  the  time  of  the  House 
oonld  afford,  he  concluded  by  calling  for  the 
prerions  qneetion. 

Mr.  WiTNS  moved  a  call  of  the  House ;  bnt 
(he  motion  was  not  sust^ned. 

Tlie  motion  for  the  previoos  qnestion  was 
seconded  by  a  m^ority  of  the  House ;  and 

The  qnestion  being  taken  by  ^eos  and  nays 
on  the  caQ  of  Ur,  C^HBBELBiia,  it  was  carried 
—171  to  25, 

The  main  qneetion  [being  on  the  motion  to 
reoonsideT  the  vote  on  the  amendment  reducing 
the  duty  on  salt)  was  then  put,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote — yeas  lOS, 
ajyaW. 

The  qneatioD  then  T«curring  on  the  amend- 
mrat  propo^g  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt, 

Jir.  MoDDim  mo^fied  the  amendment  so  as 
to  defer  the  rednction  to  fifteen  cents  to  the  Ist 


The  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  continued 
with  nnabsted  animation  and  occasional  pun- 
gency  during  several  hours, 

ICeesrs.  C^MBB-etxao,  Db&ttoh,  BiBBuraBB, 
AxoBL,  Snocse,  Cbaio,  of  Virginia,  jEtnrtfraa, 
WitDK,  anA  Lka.  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
the  propriety  of  redacing  the  dnty;  and  Messrs. 
8fJMCJt»,  of  New  York,  Uuxasr,  Siobbs,  of 
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New  York,  Irtdt,  of  Ohio,  Tbw,  Davis,  of 
UassBchusetts,  and  Rbed  opposed  the  amend- 
ment for  various  reasons ;  tiom^  beoaoae  they 
were  opposed  to  the  reduction  as  impolitic,  and 
woald  not  diminish  the  price  to  the  conanmer ; 
others,  that  it  was  improper,  connected  with 
this  bill ;  others,  that  it  would  pnt  the  bill  it- 
self in  jeopardy,  though  they  were  not  opposed 
to  the  repeat  of  the  duty,  if  it  were  an  naooa- 
nect«d  proposition.  For  the  reason  last  men- 
tioned, Hessrs.  Ramset  and  Hillbb  stated  they 
should  vote  now  agtdnst  the  amendment,  al- 
though they  yesterday  voted  for  it. 

[The  following  were  the  remarks  of  Uessre, 
Ansel  and  Lka  :]  ■ 

Mr.  AifoBi.  Bwd  he  must  crave  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  for  a  few  moments,  while 
he  would  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  would 
govern  his  vot«  on  this  occasion.  I  am  (said 
Mr.  A-)  the  more  disposed  to  do  this,  because 
I  am  constrained  to  differ  from  many  of  my 
colleagues ;  those  with  whom  I  have  generally 
acted,  whom  I  greatly  esteem,  and  for  whose 
judgments  and  opinions  I  entertain  the  greatest 
respect.  Under  these  drcumstaneea,  my  course 
may  seem  singnlar  to  some,  and  I  therefore 
desire  to  state  the  reasons  which  not  only  in- 
dnce,  bnt  oblige  me  to  take  it. 

My  first  objection  rests  npon  genersl  prind- 
plee.  The  real,  absolnte  neoeBsaries  of  life 
ought  not  to  be  taxed,  unless  there  be  some 
strong  and  nrgent  neces^ty  for  it ;  and  then  no 
longer  than  the  necessity  for  the  tax  continues. 
Here  the  tax  on  salt  is  nnneceesary ;  the  reve- 
nue is  abundant  without  it 

Bait  is  an  absolute,  natnnl,  and  real  neces- 
sary of  life — other  things  may,  from  use,  be 
thought  necessary,  as  tea,  cofi^' sugar;  bat 
salt  is,  in  its  nature,  a  real  necessary  to  ]if»~- 
and  one  without  which  life  and  health  oaonot 
be  maintained.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
animal  life  and  health.  Horsee,  cattle,  nod 
sheep  must  be  toA  with  it ;  and  immense  num- 
bers of  them  die  yearly  for  the  want  of  a  snffl- 
cient  quantity  of  it.  On  such  an  article,  is  it 
proper  then  to  retain  a  dnty  of  twenty  oents  on 
a  bushel!  More  salt  should  be  used;  more 
would  be  used  if  it  was  cheaper,  and  it  should 
be  made  as  cheap  as  possible,  by  freeing  it  from 
taxation. 

The  poor  man,  for  himself  his  wife,  and  his 
children,  must  consume  of  salt,  and  pay  of  his 
tax,  as  much  as  the  rich  man,  for  himself  his 
wife,  and  children — and  as  the  poor  man's 
family  is  often  the  most  numerous,  he  must  pay 
the  moat  of  the  tax.  Yon  make  him  pay  the 
more,  exactly  in  prcmortion  as  he  is  lees  able 
than  the  rich  man.  This  is  contrary  to  all  prin- 
ciple. Taxes  should  be  levied  on  men  accord- 
ing to  their  ability  to  pay.  Is  it  too  mnch  to 
relieve  the  poor  man,  by  reducing  his  tax  at 
first  to  fifteen,  and  afterwards  to  ten  oente  on  a 
bnshell  I  do  not  say  these  things  to  ooort 
popnlarity  with  the  poor.  I  say  them  beoauae 
eternal  Justice  proclaims  them  to  be  rl^t^ 
whether  they  be  popnlar  or  unpopular. 
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A  few  isyu  unce,  we  passed  a  bill  redaciog 
th«  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  becaoee  these  are 
supposed  to  have  become  necessaries,  and  are 
used  bT'  the  poor  as  well  as  bj  the  rich.  There 
were  only  sii  votes  agunst  Uiat  hill ;  and  will 
an7  genUemaa  tell  me  that  salt  is  less  a  neoee- 
aarj  than  tea,  coffee,  or  cocoa,  or  less  oonamned 
by  the  poor  I 

On  priociple,  therefore,  salt,  as  a  natural  ne- 
cessary of  life,  ought  to  have  b^en  taxed  twenty 
cents  a  bushel,  or  two  or  three  limes  as 
much  as  its  foreign  cost ;  and  the  redaction 
of  the  tax  to  ten  cents  a  bushel  is  bat  alow 
and  partial  justice  to  the  public,  as  the  tax 
will  still  be  eqoal  to  the  expense  of  making  a 
bushel  of  salt  at  the  Salina,  or  any  good  salt 
works. 

It  is  Bud  that  the  reduction  of  this  salt  tax 
will  be  a  seriooa  injury  to  the  State  from  which 
I  come.  If  I  believed  this,  I  would  be  the  last 
man  to  vote  for  it.  I  can  have  no  inducement 
to  wrong  that  State — ray  home  is  there — my 
Mends  are  there — all  my  interests  and  all  my 
attachmecta  are  there — and  I  can  only  wish 
her  {irosperity.  I  hope  to  show,  as  I  am  satis- 
fied is  uie  fact,  that  the  State  cannot  lose  by 
the  reduction  of  this  tax,  which  will  profit 
every  citizen  of  that  State. 

At  present,  New  York  herself  levies  an  excise 
duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  on  every  bushel 
of  salt  manofaotnred  at  the  salt  works  in  that 
State.  Uyoolleagnes  allege  that,  in  this  man- 
ner, the  State,  by  a  tax  upon  her  citizens,  raises 
a  revenue  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand  dollars  towards  her  canal  Amd ;  that, 
if  the  United  States  reduce  their  daty  on  im- 
ported salt  to  ten  cents  a  bushel,  the  State,  in 
order  to  sava  the  manufacturer,  will  be  obliged 
to  reduce  her  duty  on  domestic  salt,  and,  in- 
stead of  this  revenue,  impose  a  direct  t^  to 
pay  her  canal  debt.  Every  part  of  this  deserves 
examination. 

If  the  United  States  reduce  tlie  dnty  on  this 
article,  it  will  save  exactly  so  much  to  every 
citizen  who  usee  foreign  salt;  and  the  Stale 
will  undoubtedly  amend  her  laws  and  consti- 
tation  BO  as  to  reduce  her  tax  on  salt,  which 
will  be  a  saving  to  thatamomit  to  every  citizen 
who  nses  domestic  salt. 

If  by  those  means  the  canal  fand  loses  one 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollan,  do 
not  the  citizens  of  the  State  gain  it  by  their  ex- 
emption from  the  payment  of  the  taxi  Be- 
cause, after  all,  very  little  of  this  salt  tax  is  col- 
lected fbom  the  citizens  of  other  States,  Is  it 
not  nearly  all  paid  by  the  citizens  of  New 
York  1  Do  they  not  consnme  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  salt  manufactured  in  the  State) 
What  can  a  State  gain  by  taking  from  the  citi- 


taxing  the  people^  do  they  think  that 
not  make  the  people  poor?  If  the  salt  tax  costs 
the  people  who  pay  it  nothing,  by  increasing  it 
four  or  five  fold,  yon  might,  according  to  their 
argument^  make  the  State  very  rich,  and  pay 
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n  a  few  years,  without  b- 


off  the  canal  debt  i 
jon  to  anybody. 

Let  ns  look  at  the  other  side  of  the  piot 
take  away  the  tax,  the  doing  of  which,  gentle- 
men say,  will  impoverish  the  State,  and  then 
see  what  will  be  the  conditioa  of  the  citizens. 
It  the  State  loses  one  hnndred  and  fitty-eevea 
thousand  dollars  by  the  abditjon  of  tike  tax,  it 
as  certainly  follows  tliat  the  citizena  gain  the 
same  amount  The  State  is  the  corporation — 
the  citizena  are  its  members ;  and  when  the 
members  are  required  to  pay  a  sum  for  the 
common  benefit,  the  share  required  of  each 
should  be  in  proportion  to  his  amount  of  stock 
in  the  company.  This  is  plain;  it  is  every 
day's  practice  in  the  pecuniary  regulations  of 
corporate  bodies ;  audwhatOovemmentwould 
ever  charter  a  company  with  authority  to  com- 
pel the  holder  of  one  share  to  pay  as  high  a  tax 
as  he  who  holds  twenty  shares  t  This  is  the 
operation  of  the  present  salt  tax.  The  poor 
man  not  worth  a  dollar,  pays  as  much  towards 
its  aggregate  amount  as  the  wealtiucet  maa 

If,  as  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  the  Stato 
must  and  will  reduce  her  salt  tax  if  the  United 
States  reduce  tbdrs,  how  can  the  manu&eturer 
be  iqjored  by  it)  Foreign  salt  will  oostabroad 
some  six  or  ten  cents ;  to  this  there  must  ba 
added  freight,  insurance,  and  importers'  profit, 
and  the  United  States  duty  will  stdll  remun  tea 
cents.  The  price  of  domestic  salt,  &ee  fttyax 
the  State  tax,  would  be  only  ten  cents  or  leas 
at  the  salt  works.  It  is  therefore  ntterly  im- 
possible that  the  foreign  salt  should  ever  com- 
pete with  the  domestic  salt,  nnlesa  the  Stata 
should  obstinately  refuse  to  relieve  its  citizena 
from  this  burden — and  there  is  not  the  least 
foundation  for  suppoeing  liiat  the  State  would 
delay  to  perform  a  duty  so  agreeable  and  profit- 
able to  her  citizens. 

If  the  State  tax  on  salt  was  reduced,  (as  it 
would  immediately  be  in  effect,  and  shortly  in 
fbrm,)  the  salt  manufacturers  could  sell  salt  at 
the  works  for  ten  cents  a  bushel,  instead  of  the 
present  price  of  twraity-two  and  a  half  centa, 
including  the  State  tax.  Uore  of  it  would  be 
carried  east,  and  sold  in  Vermont,  and  in  the 
Hudson  Biver  and  Mohawk  conntiea — more 
would  go  west,  on  the  canal,  and  find  a  market 
in  west  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  IGchigan,  and 
Canada — more  would  go  north,  on  the  c^ial  to 
Oswego,  and  find  a  market  in  our  northern 
counties  and  in  Canada.  In  this  manner,  the 
salt  market  for  our  mannfactorer  would  be  en- 
larged, and  his  profits  increased ;  while  the 
price  to  consumers  would  be  reduced,  and  the 
increase  of  transportation  of  the  salt,  and  of  the 
pay  for  it  on  the  canals,  would,  by  the  increase 
of  tolls,  go  far  towards  remunerating  the  canal 
flmd  for  the  loss  it  would  sustain  by  a  redac- 
tion of  the  salt  dnty. 

At  the  time  the  constitution  of  our  State  waa 
amended,  and  this  salt  tax  was  pledged  to  the 
canal  fund,  the  canals  were  nnnniohed ;  and  I 
do  not  war  with  the  convention  for  th^  es- 
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dHTOTs  to  secnre  the  crodit  of  the  State.  Still 
the  people,  maaj  of  them,  objected  to  the  coa- 
ititntuni — ihej  demnrred  to  the  ult  t&x.  At 
that  time  I  was  with  them ;  and  can  Bpeak  of 
the  opuuDDfl  of  manj  in  the  westentpart  of  the 
Btttte,  from  personal  observation.  The  ooniti- 
totion  was  presented  as  a  whole,  and  the  people 
wei«  obliged  to  adopt  it  aa  a  whole,  or  r^eot  it 
■Itogetber.  It  contained  man;  proviaiona 
which  tliey  deeir«d  to  seom^;  the;  wished  to 
abolish  the  old  eooncil  of  appointment,  to  re- 
form the  jndiciary,  and  to  extend  the  right  of 
■nfiagCL  The;  were  told,  and  regarded  it  aa 
a  pledge,  or  promise,  that  the  canids  wonld  go 
on  anowafullj,  soon  be  completed,  and  the 
toQs  woold  bemoretbananffiGienttoeitingnisb 
the  debt;  and  that,  aa  noon  as  a  little  experience 
oooU  be  bad  on  the  sabject,  tiiia  salt  tax  abould 
be  rednoed  or  repealed.  The;  believed  tlus,  and 
adopted  the  conatitntion  ;  bntif  the;  had  been 
toU  that  this  tax  mast  be  perpetoal,  the;  wonld 
hftTO  reacted  the  tax  and  constitution  toeether. 
If  tfaia  tax  of  twelve  and  a  h^  centa  on  a linshel 
of  salt,  in  favor  of  the  canal  fnnd,  had  been  the 
oaljr  amcikdment  proposed  to  the  constitntioh, 
would  not  the  people,  I  ask  m;  colleagne,  have 
njeeted  it  b;  an  almost  onanimons  vote  t 

The  State  aalt  tax,  like  the  United  States  salt 
tax,  is  Ten-nneqnal  and  iiDJnat — a  repeal  or  re- 
dnetion  of  both  is  called  for  h;  the  interest  of 


tbe  people. 
TheNei 


New  York  canal  debt  is  the  debt  of  the 
wb(^  State.  .The  salt  tax  there  Is  thrown  into 
the  canal  fnnd  to  p^  that  debt.  Bnt  the  State 
emit  tax  is  not  paid  b;  all  the  people  of  the 
Btate,  bnt  onl;  b;  about  two-thirds  of  them. 
Of  these,  man;  are  obliged  to  pa;  who  nse  the 
eaoala  bnt  little,  and  who  are  rather  iqjnred 
than  benefited  b;  them.  The  other  third  of 
the  popolalian  of  the  State  coDsumcs  imported 
salt ;  pa;e  nothing  into  the  canal  fnnd ;  bnt 
p*jv  twenty  cents  a  bashel  on  salt  to  the  United 
Statea.  Thus  the  people  of  that  State  are  taxed, 
(two.third«i  of  them,)  sa;  one  hnndred  and  flit; 
ttwoaaiid  dollars  towards  the  canal  ftind;  and 
to  enable  the  State  to  tax  these  two-Ebirds  to 
thst  amonnt,  m;  colleague  wonld  compel  the 
otber  third  to  pay  twwity  cents  on  over; 
bvflhel  of  salt  the;  consume,  into  the  Treasnr;, 
to  be  paid  ont  in  internal  improvements  in 
other  States.  Here  is  a  doable  taxotJon ;  and 
one  part  of  the  State  is  to  be  employed  as  the 
instniment  to  fix  this  tax  on  the  other,  instead 
of  jotniBg,  aa  I  think  they  shonld,  to  reduce  both 
tazco.  If  the  tax  were  reduced,  all  wonld  get 
their  salt  cheaper  than  the;  now  do.  If  the 
United  States  tax  on  salt  be  reduced  ten  cents, 
that  of  the  State  will  follow,  and  ever;  consniA- 
er  will  obtain  his  salt  ten  cents  cheaper  than 
be  would  if  the  tax  were  continned.  And  ;et 
I  am  told  that  the  people  of  New  York  will  be 
faijnred  b;  redncing  their  taxes  1  I  have  ;et 
to  learn  that  men  grow  rich  b;  being  taxed,  or 
that  they  become  wealth;  by  having  their 
money  ti^n  from  tbem.  I  have  heard  much 
eud  npoB  this  fioor  in  favor  of  heavy  taxation 


happy  by  it  It  would  seem  from  their  doc- 
trine that  an  extravagant  system  of  taxation 
was  a  kind  of  (wnuMpta  prodded  by  thema^o 
of  Government,  to  supply  the  wonts  and  gratify 
the  avarice  of  every  class  of  citizens.  Sir,  I 
cannot  understand  this  kind  of  logic ;  bnt  when 
I  am  brought  to  believe  aa  those  gentlemen  do, 
then  I  wul  vote  with  them,  and  not  before. 
I  have  spent  my  days  with  the  people  of  New 
York,  andwill  never iiyure them.  Iknowthey 
do  not  deserve  it.  They  have  borne  burdens 
without  murmur.  Can  any  man  complaiQ  that 
I  imnre  him,  when  I  wish  to  reduce  his  taxes  t 

Sir,  I  represent  a  farming  district.  M;  col- 
leagne  (Mr.  Storbs]  seemed  to  think  that  the 
gentleman  from  JsTew  York  (Mr.  OAHBRKUtKo) 
knew  nothing  about  the  interests  of  the  agrionl- 
turiata,  beoanse  he  comes  from  a  cit;.  I  am, 
in  part,  a  &rmer  m;self — I  was  brought  up  at 
the  plough— I  know  the  worth  of  a  dollar,  for 
I  have  labored  with  m;  bands  to  earn  it. 
Through  life  my  associations  have  heea  with 
those  who  procured  their  livelihood  by  honest 
labor — my  life  has  been  spent  with  a  people 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow,  and  I  know  and  understand  their  feelingt 
and  their  interesto.  My  constituents  are  in- 
dustrious farmers — they  pnrsne  the  path  of 
honesty,  and  avoid  all  jogging  ^leaulations. 
They  pay  their  debts  and  their  taxes  too ;  and 
the;  well  know  what  labor  it  costs  to  meet  edl 
the  exactions  upon  tbem.  Sach  are  the  men 
for  whom  I  go,  and  such  are  the  men  whose 
interests  shonld  be  protected — and  I  know  of 
no  better  wa;  to  protect  them,  than  to  relievo 
them,  if  I  can,  from  this  taxation. 

This  State  aalt  tax  is  peculiarly  oppresuve 
npon  my  district.  That  district  can  use  the 
canals  bnt  very  littie,  and  tfaey  are  believed 
rather  to  have  iqjnred  than  benefited  it.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  auch  is  the  opinion  of  many 
good  judges  of  the  valne  of  property ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  many  business  men  have  been 
drawn  from  that  county  to  the  canajs,  with 
considerable  capital;  and  that  the  prices  of 
real  estate,  and  other  articles  in  the  market, 
have  greafly  depreciated.  Meanwhile,  that  dis- 
trict, which  is  a  single  country,  oonsnmes  more 
than  thirty 'fi  ve  tbonsand  bushels  of  domestic  salt, 
and  thus  pays  into  the  canal  fnnd  a  tax  of  (tom 
four  thousand  dollars  to  six  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  and  at  the  sometime  every  citizen  of  the 
connty  who  transports  an;  one  article  on  the 
canal,  must  pa;  as  great  tolls  as  those  who, 
residing  elsewhere,  either  e^Jo;  greater  benefits 
from  the  canal,  or  pa;  notbmg  of  this  salt  tax. 
M;  constituents  are  willing  to  pay  any  rate  of 
tolls  neceasar;  to  the  canal  ftind,  so  far  as  they 
use  the  canal— the;  are  willing  to  pay  for 
whatever  they  use;  but  it  is  unjust  to  tax  them 
with  burdens  which,  though  benefidal  to  others, 
are  only  injurious  to  tbemseWea.    And  I  wish 
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fa)  redace  the  United  6ta,taa  t&x  on  salt,  aa  the 
only  and  beat  means  of  procuring  that  rednc- 
tioD  of  tlie  State  duty  on  salt,  which  our  agri- 
ColtQral  and  laboring  popolatian  OTerywhere 
deaire  and  dwerve. 

Bnt,  sir,  mj  colleague,  (Mr.SroBsa,)  to  deter 
the  Now  Tori  delegation  from  Toting  for  the 
redaction  of  this  salt  tax,  declares  Uiat  that 
rednctioa  will  drive  the  State  of  New  York  to 
a  land  tax,  to  snpply  the  place  of  this  salt  tax 
to  the  oanal  ftma.  What  an  odiona  argnment ! 
What  is  this  but  to  say  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  if  you  rid  yooreelves  of 
the  salt  tax,  the  yoke  of  a  land  tax  shall  be  fixed 
on  yoar  necks!  Shall  I  nse  wacb  an  insulting 
argument  to  the  citizens  of  my  diatrict  f  SJiall 
any  man  say  to  them,  yon  shall  bear  either  a 
aalt  tax  or  a  land  tax  t  Sir,  they  ought  to  bear 
neither. 

And,  sir,  is  it  true — b  there  a  shadow  of 
truth  in  it,  that  the  loss  of  this  salt  tax  will 
ruin  the  great  State  of  New  York,  and  drive 
her  to  a  land  tax  to  auppwrt  the  Erie  and 
Ohamplfun  Canala  1  These  are  the  best  canals 
in  America;  are  located  on  the  easiest  and 
cheapest  routes — connect  the  most  extensive 
natural  navigations  on  this  whole  vast  conti- 
nent, traverse  the  most  fertile  districts,  and 
bear  on  their  bosoms  the  industry  and  products 
of  every  dime,  and  of  millions  of  people.  Af- 
ter boasting,  as  he  did,  a  few  days  since,  of  the 
utility  and  proSts  of  these  the  most  nBefal  works 
of  the  age,  shall  he  tell  us,  and  ask  us  to  believe 
him,  that  these  canals,  such  as  I  have  described 
them,  cannot  support  and  pay  for  themselves ; 
tiiat  tbev  are  so  lame,  impotent,  and  feeble, 
that  the  loss  of  this  excise  of  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  on  a  bushel  of  salt  extorted  alike  from 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  will  force  New  York  to 
bordeu  her  citizens  with  a  land  tax  to  support 
themt  What,  sir,  a  direct  tax  to  support  the 
best  can^s  in  the  world  I  Is  this  true  t  How 
does  it  tally  with  that  gentleman's  argaments 
In  favor  of  interna!  improvements  f  Did  he  not, 
a  few  days  dnce,  entertain  us  with  a  discourse 
to  prove  how  very  profitable  these  works  are, 
and  how  soon  they  would  pay  for  themselves  ? 
And  now,  forsooth,  the  Btate  of  New  York  is 
to  be  ruined  by  the  reduction  of  the  tax  on 
fbreign  salt  to  ten  cents,  which  still  leaves  the 
enormous  doty  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on 
that  necessary  article  of  life. 

Bat  let  me  quiet  the  gentleman's  unhappy 
alartns.  He  has  himself  hinted  at  the  manner 
in  whiot),  if  the  State  losethe  salt  tax,  it  con 
eawly,  and  without  injustice,  supply  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  canal  fund.  That  gentleman  has 
told  us  that,  if  the  account  should  now  be  taken 
between  the  New  York  canals  and  western  Ver- 
mont, western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Michi- 
mn,  they  would  be  found  indebted  to  New 
York  for  the  reduction  which  her  canals  have 
effected  in  their  transportation,  "thousands, 
and  hundreds  of  thousands."  Yes,  sir,  I  appeal 
to  every  honest  man,  let  hhn  reside  where  he 
may,  ought  not  they  who  eqjoy  tiie  benefit  of 
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these  canals  to  pay  for  their  construction  and 
repfur  ?  Would  any  man  partake  of  the  ban- 
quet, and  meanly  skulk  off  and  leave  others  tA 
pay  the  bill  1  If  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  Michigan  have  had,  and  will  forever  have, 
profits,  "  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands, 
as  my  colleegne  (Mr.  Stobbs)  says,  in  their 
cheaper  transportation,  would  they — conld  they 
declijie  such  a  moderate  increase  of  the  canu 
tolls  as  would  supply  this  deficiency,  in  the 
event  of  there  being  any  t  I  think  they  could 
not — my  constituents  will  freely  pay  the  in- 
creased tolls — it  would  be  a  pitiful  increase. 
The  tolls  are  now  more  than  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  an  increaee  of  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  on  each  hundred  dollara  of  the 
present  tolls  would  replenish  the  fund. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  I  cannot 
now  detail,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  salt  tax  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  reduced,  as  an 
act  of  justice  and  sound  policy  to  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Unit«d  States.  I  believe,  ton,  it 
will  lead  to  a  reduction  of  the  New  York  State 
excise  on  salt,  beneficial  to  all  the  consumers 
of  domestic  salt  manufactured  in  that  State, 
and  ultimately  extending  the  market  (br  that 
article,  and,  therefore,  beneficial  to  the  mana- 
factnrers  of  it. 

Some  l>elieve  that  to  tax  is  the  best  mode  to 
improve  the  wealth  and  riches  of  men  ;  but  I 
believe  taxes  to  be  the  worst  enemies  to  indus- 
try. A  tax  which  indiscriminately  presses  upon 
the  weak  and  the  strong ;  which  adds  to  the 
miseries  of  poverty  ■  which  takes  from  the  food 
of  the  hungry,  ana  diminishes  the  scanty  stores 
of  the  needy;  which  lays  the  widow  and  the 
orphan  under  contribution,  and  preys  upon  the 
substance  of  the  halt,  the  maimed,  and  the 
blind,  is  unworthy  of  the  conntenanoe  of  a  free 
and  liberal  Government.  The  small  sum  of 
twenty  cents,  exacted  by  the  Government  of 
the  citizen,  as  the  price  of  his  license  to  use  a 
bushel  of  salt,  may  appear  trifling  and  of  little 
consequence  to  gentlemen  ei^oying  high  salaries, 
or  drawing  ample  wages  in  the  service  of  the 
Government;  bnt  to  the  poor  laborer,  whose 
wages  are  less  than  fifty  cents  per  day,  this  tax 
is  onerous,  and  he  feels  and  groans  under  the 
weight  of  it.  I  am  not  the  friend  of  nseleea 
taxation,  and  so  long  as  I  enjoy  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  it  shall  not  receive  my  support. 

These  are  my  sentiments,  and  I  should  be  a 
hypocrite  if  I  concealed  them.  Popular  or  un- 
popular, they  bave  their  source  in  an  honest 
oonvictiou  of  their  rectitude.  Let  them  put  me 
up,  or  put  me  down,  I  will  abide  by  them. 

Hr.  Lea  sddhe  did  not  rise  to  m^e  a  speech, 
hut  to  ask  for  the  reading  of  two  letters,  whioh 
he  had  in  his  hand,  contained  in  a  document 
reported  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
These  letters  are  from  genflemen  of  first  re- 
spectability,' one  of  them  interested  in  the  salt 
works  referred  to,  and  the  Other  intimately  ao- 
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gmuuted  with  those  oonoems.  The^  speak  of 
tiie  nit  works  on  Holstoa  River,  ia  Virginia, 
sod  pre  na  aome  Acts  worthy  of  our  attention, 
when  honorable  gentlemen  tell  qb  here  thst 
the  preeent  datj  of  twentj  oanta  a  bnahel  on 
fiH«^  salt  ia  necessary  to  protect  onr  domestic 
nunntacturea,  and  even  ar^e  gravel/  that  a&lt 
ia  cheaper  on  acconot  of  the  doty.  We  sre 
told  that  some  salt  works  will  be  destroyed  if 
the  duty  sbonid  be  repealed.  Andwhatof  that? 
If  they  oaimot.make  as  cheap  as  others,  let 
them  go.  Huit  the  whole  commnnity  bear  a 
grieTOOs  tax,  in  order  to  keep  up  a  few  doU  and 
wiprofitable  salt  works,  when  tnere  are  others 
in  the  conntry  that  could  make  more  than 
enough  at  half  the  amonnt  of  the  present  duty  ? 
What  do  these  letters  tell  ns  t  One  of  them  says 
•alt  iamade  at  about  twenty-flve  cents  a  bushel, 
and  might  be  made  at  twelve  and  a  half ;  the 
other  sayu  it  is  made  at  sixteen  or  seventeen 
cents,  and  might  be  made  for  sis  and  a  fourth, 
and  the  quantity  might  be  extended  to  meet  any 
demand  o(  the  whole  Union.  One  of  the  letters 
says  the  prioe,  at  the  works,  haa  been^  fur 
sereral  years,  one  dollar  for  fifty  pounds  I  I 
UTe  in  a  country  supplied  from  this  aoarce,  and 
know  the  cost  of  this  same  salt  as  it  progresses 
down  the  rivers  HoUton  and  Tennessee,  in- 
«reasing  from  one  dollar  to  one  and  a  half  and 
two  debars  a  boshel  of  fifty  pounds,  ontil  com- 
petition of  foreign  and  other  domestic  salt,  be- 
low the  Mnscle  shoals,  redaces  the  price  to 
Mxty-two  and  a  half  centa,  little  more  Uiao  half 
tlie  price  where  it  started  1  la  this  no  monop- 
oly I  Do  these  works  need  a  protecting  duty  ? 
SCnst  they  have  a  bonn^  of  twenty  cents  duty 
imposed  on  foreign  salt,  to  keep  it  from  inter- 
fering with  the  market,  in  order  that  these 
manufacturers  may  be  able  to  sell  at  a  living 
pnoe?  But  thefriends  of  the  protecting  system 
n  alarmed  lest  the  reduction  of  this  du^ 


pniKipIest  and  this  a  specimen  of  the  whole! 
I  am  glad  to  hear  gentlemen  tell  na  that  this 
odioas  salt  tax  is  a  true  test  of  the  "  American 
^fstem,"  and  let  them  reflise  to  repeal  this  dnty, 
and  abide  that  test  I  ask  tiiat  the  letters  be 
read. 

The  qneation  at  length  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  negtUived  by  toe  following 
tMe :  jeat  98,  nays  102. 

So  the  amendment  was  r^eoted. 

The  qoeation  then  reoonW  on  the  robsti- 
tote  to  the  ori^nal  bill  agreed  to  in  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Thole, 

Hr.  Polk  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  leave  for  separate  decision  the 
•eotion  eontuning  the  amendment  respecting 
the  dnty  on  iron,  offered  in  Oommitteo  of  the 
Whole  by  Uessrs.  Scott  and  Uow/lbd;  and, 
alter  oome  explanatory  remarks  by  Hr.  P.,  and 
•ome  pawages  between  him  and  Jfr.  Stuiobbb 
00  a  point  of  order. 

The  qoeation  was  put  on  all  the  sections  of 
tlie  sntntitnte,  ezoeptlng  that  above  mentioned, 
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and  agreed  to  by  yeas  end  nays :  yeas  18S, 
naMll. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Soon,  as  amended  by  the  proviso 
of  Hr.  How  Ann. 

Mr.  Scott  defended  his  amendment  against 
some  objections  of  Mr.  Pouc 

Mr.  WioxLiFFS  suggested,  Hiat,  instead  of 
calling  the  yeas  and  nays  on  both  brauehee  of 
the  amendment,  it  wonld  save  time  if  Mr. 
SooTT  wonld  move  to  strike  out  Ur.  Howa.bi>'s 
proviso. 

Mr.  BuoHAHAS  advised  his  colleague  to  adopt 
this  conrse,  for  the  leasou,  also,  that,  by  giving 
up  a  part,  he  would  be  more  likely  to  obtain 
the  other  portion  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SooTT  yielded  W  the  suggestion,  and 
moved  to  strike  from  the  amendment  the  pro- 
viso adopted  In  committee,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  HowAKD. 

Mr.  Bbown  opposed  ma^jig  the  distinction.; 

Mr.  W&Tira  advocated  Mr.  Howabd'b  pro- 
viso, and  opposed  the  motjon  to  strike  it  out. 

The  question  being  put  on  striking  out  the 
proviso,  it  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays; 
yeas  46,  nays  140. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  include  in  the  amend- 
ment imported  iron  "used  for  axes,  hoes,  or 
plonofas,  or  for  any  other  purpose  of  agricul- 
ture, and,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said  aa 
follows : 

Mr.  0.  remarked  that  the  principles  of  jua- 
tice  must,  as  he  conceived,  belong  to  one  of 
two  classes,  either  such  as  were  natural  and  in- 
flexible, being  founded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
or  such  as  rest  npon  a  civil  compact.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  affirm  that  the  principles  in 
this  bill  involve  specifioally  the  distinction  I 
have  just  alluded  to.  In  order  to  test  them,  I 
propose  these  two  qnestions  to  the  Honse:  Is 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  nnpose  burdens  upon  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  thereby  abridge  all  their  pteasurea 
and  curtul  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  on  mere 
principles  of  natural  justice  t  Or  have  they 
this  power  from  the  construction  of  an  instru- 
ment agreed  to  by  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  conferring  such  a  power !  None  will  con- 
tend, I  presume,  that  the  authority  is  derived 
from  a  natural  right.  Sir,  the  very  beasts  have 
a  right  to  rove  over  the  plain,  to  seek  for  pas- 
ture wherever  they  can  find  it,  and  drink  of 
every  brook  they  meet  in  their  way ;  and  are 
not  men  hy  nature  as  free  as  they!  Surely, 
sir.  And  has,  then,  a  collection  of  men,  unau- 
thorized by  me,  a  right  to  put  their  hands  in 
my  pocket,  and  take  my  money,  to  sustein  an- 
other who  has  no  just  dum  to  the  fruit  of  my 
toil?  They  have  not.  It  is  apparent,  then, 
that  as  this  is  not  a  natural  right,  if  it  exists  at 
all,  it  mnst  be  acquired.  In  crder  to  judge 
whether  it  has  been  conferred  npon  Congress 
or  not,  our  only  resort  mnst  be  to  the  charter 
agreed  on  by  the  States,  and  there  we  abaU  see 
howfarthispowerof taxationisoarried.    The 
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question  is,  what  power  haa  CoDgreaa  on  this 
enbject  bj  the  Coiutitation  of  the  United 
States  }  It  is  far  from  m;  int^Dtioii  to  oppoae 
any  conHtitntionl  power,  and  I  do  believe  that 
tLe  power  to  levy  taies  with  a  view  to  reve- 
nne  is  a  coBBtitntlonal  power.  Even  the  mncfa- 
abased  States  of  North  and  Sonth  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  will  not  hesitate  t«  make  the 
same  admission.  Thej  all  admit  jonr  power 
to  lay  taxes  with  a  view  to  replenish  the 
TreasQiy.  Bnt  what  ia  the  fact  now  I  I  say 
yon  have  Dsnrped  a  power  never  conferred 
upon  yon,  and  which  yon  cannot  claim  as  a 
natural  right— the  power  of  grinding  the  face 
of  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the  nch.  Be- 
eardlesa  of  the  cries  of  the  unprotected  and 
helpless,  yon  hold  over  them,  withont  mercy, 
the  iron  rod  of  the  oppressor.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  involves  the  whole  principle  of  yonr 
constitntionai  right,  and  touches  especially  a 
question  in  relation  to  the  West,  which  most 
Utterly  forbid  me  to  vote  for  it.  I  here  pub- 
licly avow  that  I  believe  tliis  House  has  no 
power  nnder  the  constitatlon  to  prosecute  what 
la  called  the  protecting  system ;  m  other  words, 
that  it  has  no  power  to  thrust  itfl  hand  into  a 
thousand  pockets  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
the  fulness  and  splendor  of  one.  Sir,  permit 
ma  to  ask  what  was  originally  the  object  of  the 
confederation  of  these  States.  Was  it  that  the 
isolated  interest  of  one  single  State  should  pre- 
dominate over  that  of  all  the  rest?  Surely 
not.  The  interesta  of  theae  States  are  ezceed- 
in^y  diversifled.  Their  inhabitants  are  ia  very 
different  situations,  engaged  in  difierent  pur- 
Buita,  inhabiting  a  diversity  of  climate  and  of 
soil.  Some  parts  of  our  country  abound  in 
hemp,  others  in  iron,  others  in  cotton,  others  in 
sugar-cane,  and  yon  never  can  fix  on  a  system 
of  taxation  in  which  all  will  agree,  unless  it  is 
done  under  the  immediate  pressure  of  an  exist- 
ing wat,  when  sectional  interests  are  forgotten, 
and  all  bum  with  a  noble  zeal  to  defend  the 
stars  and  stripes  of  the  national  banner. 

The  great  object  of  the  confederation  was  to 
provide  for  the  general  defence  and  common 
welfare.  It  never  was  intended  that  the  ma- 
jority  should  oppress  and  despoil  the  minority. 
We  have  in  Kentucky  a  constitution  which 
guaranties  to  every  individual  certain  rights  as 
being  unalienable,  and  I,  as  an  American  citi- 
zen, nave  a  claim  to  these  rights,  and  may  in- 
sist upon  them  in  my  own  case,  though  all  the 
rest  of  my  fellow-citiiens  should  have  given 
them  np.  For  what  were  constitutions  made  1 
or  why  do  we  contend  with  so  mnch  eameet- 
uess  on  this  floor,  as  to  their  true  intent  and 
meaning}  Bnrely  the  object  of  them  is  to 
protect  alL  The  intention  was,  that  all  should 
equally  contribute  to  the  common  defence. 
Was  it  the  object  of  onr  Government  that  the 
poor  shall  flght,  and  the  rich  roll  in  luxury  t 
Su-,  the  poor  man  cannot  get  a  substitnt* ;  he 
must  turn  out  in  his  own  person  ;  and  I  know 
some  poor  men  who  in  the  last  war  left  behind 
them  their  wivea,  children,  friends,  home,  and 
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all  they  held  dear,  for  sixty  dollars.  What,  nr, 
in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  shall  we  be  enaot- 
ing  a  general  tariff  of  duties  f  That  I  always 
advocated  the  doctrine  of  potting  an  end  to 
taxes  and  burdens  the  mfiment  they  ceased  to 
be  of  absolute  necessity,  will  be  retwllected  by 
all  who  have  done  me  the  honor  to  list^ai 
whenever  I  have  raised  my  voice  on  this  floor, 
I  have  repeatedly  argued  in  favor  of  reducing 
the  tax  upon  salt ;  and  I  am  now  equally  op- 
posed to  any  increase  of  the  tax  upon  iron. 
It  will  readily  be  discovered  that  iron  presents 
as  good  a  su^ect  for  monopoly  as  aalL  Every 
farmer  must  have  it.  It  entors  into  the  com- 
position of  his  knife  and  fork,  of  his  axe,  his 
plough,  hia  hoe,  his  harrow,  his  sickle,  hia 
scythe,  bis  ox  chain ;  in  a  word,  of  all  the  tools 
and  implements  by  which  he  ia  able  to  turn  the 
stubborn  gleb^  to  reap  down  his  Selds,  and  to 
subdue  the  soil.  He  must  have  it,  or  staire. 
Now,  ur,  why  shall  we  ^ve  relief  on  this  anb> 
ject  to  the  wealthy  gentlemen  who  form  a  rail- 
road company,  and  deny  it  to  the  humble  com 
and.tobBcco  grower!  Sir,  I  cannot  fail  to  no- 
tice an  ailment  on  which  great  atreas  is  laid, 
that  this  bill  is  intended  solely  and  eiolunvelj 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  revenue  as  it 
WHS  Iwd  by  the  tariff  bill  of  1628,  and  not  to 
lay  any  additional  duty.  No  alteration  was  to 
be  made.  The  duties  were  to  be  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished.  The  humble  individual 
who  had  had  the  price  upon  his  salt  increased 
ftom  twenty-flve  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents,  was  to  be  wholly  disregarded.  Now, 
sir,  in  my  district,  which  connsts  of  twelve 
counties,  there  is  not  one  establishment  for  Uie 
manufacture  of  salt,  while  there  are  several 
manufactories  of  iron.  When,  then,  I  see  a 
bill  before  me,  which  grants  no  relief  on  a 
prime  neoessary  of  life,  but  diminishes  the  doty 
on  an  article  which  all  admit  to  be  profitable, 
can  any  man  expect  me  to  vote  for  it?  Be- 
sides, sir,  the  people  of  the  United  Statee^ 
when  this  admmistration  came  into  power, 
looked  with  fond  anlidpaUon  to  this  epoch  aa 
one  in  which  all  unnecessary  ofBcoa  were  to  be 
dispensed  with,  and  no  new  offices  were  to  be 
created.  Yet,  what  b  provided  by  this  bill  f 
A  large  number  of  new  offices  are  created, 
with  heavy  salaries,  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing against  frauds]  What  does  this  prove  1 
It  is  admitted  that,  before  1838,  the  revenue 
derived  from  duties  exceeded  the  amount  of 
what  It  is  at  present  In  the  name  of  common 
sense,  then,  will  any  man  say  that  to  oolleot 
less  revenue  more  officers  are  needed !  I  inmat 
that  the  general  principle  of  the  system  is 
wrong.  Taxes  ought  never  to  be  Iwd  except 
for  the  general  ddence.  This  thing  of  taxing 
some  for  the  protection  of  others,  I  am  utteriy 
against.  It  is  calculated  to  rob  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  persons,  in  order 
to  snstun  the  splendor  and  gratify  the  cnpidi^ 
of  i»<K  monopolist  or  manufacturer.  Contrast 
the  number  of  manufacturers  with  the  amount 
of  the  population  c£  the  United  StatM,  and 
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JOB  vill  find  the  di^troporUon  u  atrikiiig  as 
•Bj'  ooDtrwt  that  aa  exist  apon  enrtli.  And 
rfitll  ire  Ux  all  theM  for  the  pnrpoM  of  boild- 
ing  np  one  or  two  I  If  w«  maj  tax  the  people 
tor  the  proteotioD  of  mannfaotiiree,  whj'  may 
we  not  for  the  proleotion  of  agrlcultnre  ?  The 
two  ioterests  are  insepir&ble ;  and,  od  the  seme 
principle,  ire  amy  give  enconrggement  to  both. 
Bat  we  ODght  not  to  enoonnge  either  at  the 
ezpenae  Of  its  aeighbor.  Boppoee  me  settled 
<n  a  fanu  which  I  nunage  badlj ;  m;  next 
BMghbor  ia  prudent  and  i■ldn■t^ioIU^  and  he 
nue*  one  thooeand  ba«hela  of  Indian  oom, 
while  I  make  three  hondred  boahela  of  wheat 
Shall  I  go  lo  the  ooonty  court  or  legialatnre, 
»d  ny,  I  praf  ron  to  lay  a  daty  of  twenty  or 
thit^  eecta  per  biiahel  on  my  neighbor's  corn, 
to  enable  me  to  monopolize  tlie  market  I  Sir, 
inn,  Mlt,  wheat,  and  corn  are  in  one  respect 
>U  alike ;  they  are  all  neceesoriee  of  Ufe ;  and 
ii  there  a  man  in  these  United  Btates  whose 
MOM  does  not  revolt  at  each  an  idea  ?  Shall 
we  tax  the  poor  man  becanae  be  happens  to  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  a  nabob  t  The  article 
of  nit  ia  a  proof  of  this.  Befbre  1828,  salt  in 
my  district  was  sold  at  twenty-five  eeots  per 
bubel.  It  increased  little  by  little,  till  it  is 
now  from  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  to 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  Why  I  Kot  from 
toy  scarcity  of  tlie  artiol^  bat  from  the  ^ect 
of  an  awfnl  monopoly,  wnich  ts  grinding  the 
peor  literally  to  death.  I  hope  the  Honse  will 
look  into  that  subject.  The  qnestion  on  this 
t«ll  it  finally  to  settle  the  hopes  of  the  South 
nd  Weat.  I  wish  it  understood  by  my  con- 
ttitoenta.  I  know  that  these  considerotions 
aanwtimes  have  little  weight  here,  bnt  it  may 
o|MD  the  eye*  of  some  who  have  been  de- 
caved.  I  aicknowledge  the  dowm  of  this  Gov- 
emmeat  to  levy  dnties  for  ^  Jnst  pnrpoeeB  of 
terenne,  and,  in  time  of  war,  to  lay  direct 
taiH ;  bat  I  consider  a  direct  tax  as  more  Jnst 
thto  thia.  One  individual  may  abonnd  in  cash, 
ud  yet  bear  scarce  any  harden ;  wbile  another 
hia  a  wife  sod  a  numerous  f^ily  of  children, 
aQ,  of  oonrea,  conanmen  of  salt.  Sir,  look  at 
the  effect  of  this  system.  What  is  itt  Your 
peace  aikd  happiness  was  lately  dlatorbed  by 
the  rade  footsteps  of  hoetlle  invaders,  and  the 
cilanuties  of  war.  This  very  spot  where  we 
now  Ht  calmly  eonsnlting  for  ^e  publio  good, 
*M  then  polluted  by  ^e  foot  of  the  enemy. 
The  effisct  waa  that  the  South  and  the  West 
adnnced  like  brothers  at  yonr  coll;  they 
marched  firon  their  homes  to  your  defence,  and 
(boght  their  way,  notUterally  bat  fignratively, 
through  seas  of  blood.  In  the  time  of  danger, 
we  fonght,  and  bled,  and  fell  ude  by  side. 
This  shows  the  deep  canae  of  oompl^nt  which 
slooe  ooold  rouse  the  South  to  resistance. 
This  biH  mi^t  with  propriety  be  entitled  a 
UQ  Ibr  the  oppression  of  the  South.  On  this 
pound  I  c^poae  it.  Bnt,  if  it  can  be  so  shaped 
t<  (e  do  no  more  than  enforce  the  rerenne  laws, 
1  will  vote  in  its  Eavor. 
He  caoelnded  by  asking  £>r  the  yeas  and 


nays  on  ... 

granted,  and  the  amendment  was  n^atived— 

Mr.  Dbatton  then  moved  to  add  to  the 

amendment  an  amendment,  providing  for  a  re- 
peal, after  December  next,  of  the  dnty  IsJd  on 
imported  slBt«8,  by  the  tariff  of  1828,  and  he 
exhibited  a  number  of  reasons  and  several  facta 
in  support  of  bis  amendment. 

Ur.  BnoHAKAN  made  a  statement  of  Hocle 
relative  to  the  abundant  snpply  of  elates  which 
Pennsylvania  fimiahed,  to  show  the  inexpedi- 
ency of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Oabsov  replied  to  Mr.  B.,  and  oontro- 
verted  the  propriety  of  allowing  a  profit  of 
three  hundred  per  oenL  to  the  wotters  of  slate 
In  the  United  States,  and  Hr.  Hinn  and  Mr. 
Ibbix  EQstuned  the  statement  of  Mr.  B.,  to 
show  the  capacity  of  the  conntry.to  snpply 
plenty  of  slate,  but  the  business  conld  not  be 
prosecuted  withant  the  protecting  duty. 

Mr.  Dbaitok  replied  to  all  Uie  otgeotionB, 
to  show  that  the  dnty  was  onerous  and  im- 
proper. 

The  question  bmng  then  pnt,  the  amendment 
was  r^eoted — yeas  Eff. 

Mr.  TiroxRB  rose  to  move  an  amendment,  in 
which  he  said  he  was  in  earnest ;  it  was,  that, 
after  June  next,  the  duty  on  molasses  be  re- 
duced to  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  confessed  that 
he  hod,  when  the  noxious  tariff  law  of  1935 
was  before  the  House,  voted  for  the  hi^h  duty 
on  molasses,  in  hopes  of  killing  the  bill ;  be 
thought  he  could  moke  good  come  ont  of  evil, 
but  he  was  deceived.  He  did  not  think  the 
friends  of  that  bill  would  swallow  the  molaa- 
ses,  but  he  was  disappointed.  As  he,  however, 
had  sided  to  put  on  the  dnty,  he  now  wished 
to  try  to  take  it  off,  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question,  but  they  were  re- 
fused by  the  House ;  and 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  vrithont  a 
dividon. 

Mr.  Ds^TTON'  then  moved  that,  after  the 
80th  of  Jane  next,  the  some  dnty  now  imposed 
on  a  ton  of  slates  be  imposed  on  one  thoosand 
slatea,  for  reasons  which  he  expluned ;  bnt  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  SooiT,  with  the  proviso  of  ICr, 
HowABD,  and  carried :  yeas  101,  nays  70. 

Alter  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Oabsok,  animad- 
verting on  the  reasona  aadgned  by  Messrs. 
Bahsbi  and  Mhueb  for  their  dunge  of  vote 
on  the  salt  dnty,  and  replies  by  those  gentle- 
men, 

The  question  was  (at  9  o'clock)  pnt  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
tiroe^  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Teas. — Ueasrs.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekmui,  John 
Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brodbead,  Brown, 
Bachonao,  BuCman,  Cabooa,  Cbilda,  Cisrk,  Cole- 
man, Coedict,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Hector  CnJg,  Cnuw, 
Crawford,  Ciughton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Denny, 
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IHoldMOii,  Doddridge,  Dancao,  DiriKht,  E*tll.  £Dt- 
worth,  George  Etuu,  Joshua  Enni,  Edward 
Everett,  Horaoo  Brerott,  Ilndlaj,  Floch,  Ford,  For- 
ward, Fry,  Oibnora,  Gorbam,  Orennell,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hod^e,  Howard,  Hoghea,  Hnat,  Hunt- 
ingtoD,  Ihrie,  W.  W.  Irrfn,  Thomas  Irwin,  Isacks, 
Jennings,  Johns,  Richard  11.  Johnioo,  Keodall, 
Eeimon,  KinctJd,  FerkioB  King,  Adam  King, 
Lccompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Hallary,  Hartin- 
dile,  Ijewis  Uaiwell,  Thomas  Uaxwell,  McCreerj, 
Hercer,  Killer,  Uitehell,  Muhlenberg,  Norton, 
Pearce,  PeltU,  Pierson,  Powers,  Ramsey,  Beed, 
BichardBon,  Rose,  Ruseel,  Scott,  Shields,  ^  S.  A. 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Standi- 
fer,  Starigerc,  Eeary  E.  Stoirs,  William  L.  Storrs, 
Strong^  Bntherland,  Swaon,  Bwift,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Yaace,  Tamum,  Vinton,  Washing- 
ton,  Whiitiesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffii, 
Tancej,  Young — 116. 

Nits Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  John  S.  Bar- 
boor,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Crocheron,  Da- 
venport, Deberry,  Gordon,  Hammons,  Harrey,  Care 
Johnson,  Lea.  Lojall,  Xarlia,  Hclntire,  Folk,  Ben- 
cher, Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Richard  Spencer, 
Taliaferro,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Williams— 24. 

rBDB8DiT,  May  18. 
Sail. 

Ur.  TiUAFSBBO  rose,  and  said,  he  Mked  of 
the  House  a  favor  which  he  had  never  asked 
hefore,  and  which  he  had  never  ref^ised  to  any 
other  member  who  reqnested  it.  It  was  that 
the  Eonae  wonld  grant  ila  unanitnons  consent 
for  him  to  introdaoe  a  reaolntion,  and  have  it 
printed. 

Inquiry  being  made  as  to  the  natore  of  Hie 
reaolntion, 

Ur.  T.  aaiA  it  was  of  a  nature  which  lav  at 
the  door  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
the  nation.    It  was  of  the  nature  of  salt. 

Leave  being  granted,  l£r.  T.  handed  to  the 
Ohur  the  following  reaolntion  : 

Whereas  salt  U  an  article  which  enters  into  the 
dlJly  coosamptiou  of  ever;  human  being  in  our 
country,  as  a  matter  of  primary  and  unsToidabla 


Influenced  by  such,  and  by  other 
obviously  sound  considerations.  Congress  never  has, 
except  under  circnmsCances  of  great  and  emergent 
fiscal  necesaty,  imposed  a  duty  on  lalL  And 
whereas,  since  the  necessity  lor  which  the  existing 
tax  on  salt  was  imposed  (after  five  years'  entire  ez- 
emptioD  of  It  from  duty)  in  the  years  ISIS  and 
1816,  has  been  successfully  met  and  overcome  by 
the  patient  bearing  and  ftittiful  payment  of  this 
and  the  other  taxes  by  the  people ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  needs  the  revenue  arising  ftom 
the  existing  tax  on  salt : 

Rnolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  SOth  day  of 
September  next,  the  daty  imposed  on  all  salt  im- 
ported into  the  United  Biaies,  snd  the  territories 
thereof,  shall  be  ten  cents  the  mcasored  boshel ; 
and  tliat,  from  and  after  the  SOth  day  of  September, 
1SSl,aalt  maybe  imported  as  aforesaid,  &ee  of  any 
dot;  whatever. 


Jtfolvi,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  ud  Means 
be  iastmcted  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill,  in  oen- 
formily  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  resolution  Imng  read,  Mr.  T.  moved  that 
it  be  l^d  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Hr.  FomB  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  allow  the  resolnlion 


Ur.  Taliafxbbo  did  not  intend  to  ask  for  its 
consideration  at  this  time^bnt,  at  the  reqneat 
of  the  ^ntleman  from  Nordi  Caroling  be 
wonld  withdraw  his  motion  to  laj  it  on  tlie 
table. 

Hr.  PoTTBB  then  demanded  the  qnea^on  at 
consideration. 

Ur.  Ibvut,  of  Ohio,  reminded  Mr.  T.  of  hia 
promise,  if  the  resolution  were  received,  to 
ask  that  it  be  Md  on  the  table,  and  not  now 
considered. 

Ur.  Tauatkbieo  immediatdy  rose,  and  aaked 
as  a  favor  of  Mr.  Fottkb  that  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  permit  the  resolution  to 
be  laid  <m  the  table ;  and  he  b«^gged  pu'don  for 
having  for  a  moment  forgot  the  pledge  which 
he  had  given,  in  first  yieMin^  to  the  request  of 
Ur.  Form ;  he  regretted  tt,  and  hoped  that 
gentleman  wonld  permit  him  to  redeem  his 
pledge. 

Ur.  PoTTKB  aooordingly  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TaLuvxBBO^ 
the  resolation  was  lud  on  the  table. 

The  Taryff. 

The  engrossed  biU  "to  amend  the  act  in 
alteration  of  the  several  acts  laying  dntiea  on 
importa,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
qnestton  stated,  "  Bhall  the  bill  pass !  " 

Ur.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  he  had 
not  heard  distinctly  the  title,  and  wished  to 
hear  it.  He  had  nnderstood  the  bill  to  be  a 
bill  for  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  rcvcnne ; 
he  wished  always  to  call  things  hy  their  right 
names.  He  had  nover  given  a  tariff  vote,  nor 
did  he  ever  intend  to  do  so ;  bnt,  sir,  said  Ur. 
H.,  I  should  oert^nly  do  so  were  I  to  vote  for 
this  bill.  This  is  a  bilL  professedly  and  in 
faet,  to  enforce  the  tariff  law  of  18S8.  The 
ori^nol  bill  to  which  this  is  proposed  as  an 
amendment  or  snbstitnte,  was  intended  for  the 
same  purpose.  And  why  is  the  amendment,  or 
the  bill  itself,  proposed  or  required  !  Evidenllf 
because  the  tariff  of  1888  is  defective— is  in- 
efficient. This  bill  is  to  supply  the  defect — to 
give  the  efficiency  desired.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
be  the  efficient  cause — the  real  eavta  eauaaai 
of  any  additional  effect  produced  1»  the  tariff 
of  1828,  whether  for  good  or  evil.  As,  there- 
fore, I  never  did  give  a  tariff  vote,  and  as  this 
bill  is  virtnally,  and  to  all  practical  purpose^ 
the  tariff  law  of  1838, 1  shall  not  rote  for  it. 
I  am  aware  that,  in  regard  to  amendments  of  a 
certain  oharaoter,  I  differ  from  many  here  in 
my  constmotion  of  the  2ez  parUameniari^ 
All  alterations,  air,  are  not  amendments.  This 
is  one  instance  in  point.  All  propositions  pnr- 
portjng  to  be  amendments  are  not  reallj  so. 


Kat,  18S0.] 

Tbea  the  primtiiy  law  was  presented  to  me,  I 
abhorred  It  as  mach  as  imtnre  abhors  a  vacnaia. 
If  k  bill  was  before  us,  bad  id  its  nature,  and  a 
cnbstitiite  under  the  name  of  amendmeDt  of- 
fered, M>  ganushed  {though  contaiamg  the 
Baine  principles)  aa  to  make  it  more  easilj  swal- 
lowed, it  wonU,  ID  point  of  prinoiple,  be  no 
amendment,  bnt  a  mere  enbstitiite,  fn  form. 
Where  an  amendment  offered  haa  the  effect  of 
•tarikiiig  off  a  portion,  b7  which  the  aotnal  eril 
ia  lemened,  ttiia  ia  both  an  alteration  and 
amendment ;  bnt  not  so  the  striking  ont 
evil,  and  inserting  the  same  in  effbot.  I  hare 
neTsr  snfibred  mjself  to  be  thns  caught  by  the 
same  of  amendment.  Sir,  I  shonld  not  have 
Tot«d  for  this  bill  had  the  salt  been  retained  in 
it — it  was  not  to  my  taste,  however  well  salt- 
ed. I  would  as  soon  have  Toted  for  the  bill 
itself  called  Ifallary's  bill,  becaose  I  oonld  not 
hare  been  made  to  vote  Ibr  either. 

)Cr.  TuoKKB,  of  SoDth  Oarolina,  entered 
prettj  largely  into  a  statement  also  of  hia  ob- 
jectEons  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  protecting  sys- 
tem.   He  was  followed  by 

Mr.  Chiltom',  of  Kentucky,  who  argued 
flsniestly  at  some  len^  on  the  same  ride,  and 
emiclnded  with  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  Ute 
table,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Oambbelekh  briefly  stateS  why  be 
abanld  Tota  for  the  bill,  notwithstan^ng  his 
repngnance  to  some  of  its  prOTiaions,  which  he 
deemed  improper,  bnt  which  he  relied  on  the 
Senate  to  rectify. 

The  qnestion  was  then 'put  oQ  the  pasaage  of 
the  bin,  and  decided  In  uie  affinnstiTe  by  the 
fidlowing  Toto : 

Tsia. — Messrs.  Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Bartlcj,  Bues,  Bftjior,  Beeknun,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Booa,  Borst,  Brown,  Buchuiui,  Barges,  But- 
nuD,  Cshoon,  Cambreleng,  Chandler,  Childs,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Covles,  Rector  Craig, 
Bobert  Crwg,  Crane,  CrHnford,  Creighton,  CroirniD- 
Aield.  Daniel,  John  DavU,  Dennj ,  De  Witt,  Diekin- 
Mn,  Doddridge,  Dunctui,  Dwieht,  SnrU,  EUswortb, 
Gtwias  Ktbh^ Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Boi^ 
aee  Wftrett,  FindUy,  Rnch,  Fonrsrd,  Fry,  Qilmore, 
Giciudl,  Hawktna,  HemphiU,  Hodges,  Hotfiaan, 
HowanI,  Boghts,  Hunt,  HnotiDgton,  Ibile,  Inger- 
aoU,  Irvim,  Irwin,  Isacks,  Jenaiogs,  jahns,  Biahud 
".   JohnBon,  EeLdall,   Eennon,   Kinciid,  Feriiins 


Vonell,  Uublenberg,  Norton,  Overton,  Fesrce,  Pet- 
tb,  Fierson,  Powers,  B&msey,  Randolph,  Reed, 
IQtAardaon,  Bose,  Scott,  Shields,  Semmes,  Bill, 
Smith,  Ambroae  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanbe iry,  Buadi- 
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Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Hclntlre,  Folk, 
Rencber,  Rtnue,  WiUian  B.  Sbepsrd,  AaguBline  H. 
Shcpperd,  Ricbard  Spencer,  Tiliaferro,  Tivivaut, 
Tucker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  WlUIams,  WiogaCe — (0. 


'WzDNsaDi.T,  Uay  19. 
Septal  qf  Duty  on  Salt. 

}£t.  UoDdtfib,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ueans,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"£iU  *»a«t«d,  At.  That  the  duty  on  salt  he  flf- 
teea  cents  per  bushel  of  flfly-sti  pounds,  fVom  the 
Slat  of  December,  IStl ;  and,  after  that  time,  ten 
ceols  a  busbel,  and  no  more." 

The  bill  was  read  the  firat  time ;  when 

Mr.  Eabli.,  of  New  York,  objected  to  the 
second  reading,  which  motion,  by  the  roles  of 
the  House,  was  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  re- 
ject the  bilL 

After  a  fbw  remarks  by  Ur.  Millkr, 

Ur.  Datis,  of  HassBchnsetts,  expressed  briefly 
his  obJeotJouB  to  the  bill,  and  concluded  by 
moving  to  post^Mne  the  bill  to  the  nert  sesrion 
of  Congress,  with  the  view,  if  his  motion  pre- 
vailecL  of  moving  a  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Ireasnry,  to  collect  certain  informatJon, 
which  Ur.  B.  deemed  necessary  to  enable 
Congress  to  aot  discreetly  on  so  important  a ' 
subject. 

Ur.  Obiltoit  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Ur.  P.  P.  BasBOUB  moved  the  previona 
question. 

Ur.  HomcAN  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  which 
the  Chair  overruled. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  being  seo- 

ided, 

Ur.  PowxBs,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 

U  on  the  table ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
demanded  by  Ur.  CoinraB,  they  were  taken, 
and  the  motion  to  1^  on  Uie  table  lost :  yeas 
"\  nays  103. 

The  previous  question  being  then  carried  by 
110  to  73, 

The  mun  gaestion  was  put,  "  Shall  the  bill 
be  reacted  t  "  and  was  negatived ;    yeas  86, 


fa,  Ste^i^,  Stephens,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Wiltiam 
L.  Burrs,  StroDg,  Sutherland,  Bwsnn,  Swifi,  Taylor, 
Teat,  Thomson,  Tracy,  Yance,  Tamum,  Verplanck, 


— JW. 

Hits. — Heasrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  John  8.  Bar- 
boor,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barringer,  Chilton,  Clai- 
bone.  Clay,  Conner,  Craokett,  Croeheion,  Daven- 
■ort,  Deberry,  Dosha,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Gordon, 
Hawilliiiis  nil  iiij ,  Pi  III  Job nson.  Lei,  Lent,  Loy all, 


a  not  prorldlng  Ibr  tbe 


M  wit  dutf  OD  wbloli  tl 


DsCU  ths  boantlta  uid  aUawaacM  luvs  nurlj  lott 
banditlDD,  uid  bMomg  almiat  uked  bonntiu  train 
tliA^eunry.  iDeveiTHt  liyLo^  or  TBislDg  the  datjoq 
■dt,  I1i«  aghliw  booDtlH  ud  i]]oiriuic«>  were  lild  with  It, 
nd  roMwlthlt;  *Dd  wtun  the  duty  wm  tot^y  •bollahad 
D  Ur.  Jaffliiini'i  admlnlstrUloo,  (Unrsb  Sd,  IBOT.)  the  bouB- 
lei  ud  (UmnnsM  wan  alu  antlraly  sbaHllinl— both  don* 
In  the  eema  aeC—tha  edl  duty  abollehed  in  the  Ont  HoIlM^ 
«  bsoatlM  *i 


■iCoogle  • 
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THUB8DAT,  Uaj  20. 

Btpeal  <^  Dttty  on  Salt. 

The  bill  reported  jesterdaj,  for  redncing  the 
duty  on  salt,  being  read  a  second  time, 

Hr,  Kraa,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  conunittod  to  Uie  Oonunittee  of  the  whole 

Mr.  McDuFFiB  opposed  this  course,  ae  mere- 
ly going  to  produce  delay  and  a  defeat  of  the 
bilE  which,  if  there  was  a  m^oritj  favorable 
to  the  object,  shoold  be  acted  on  immediatelj 


to 


Ls  kUowed  be- 


Ur.  Inoebsou.  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  iuBtrncted  to  amend  the  bill,  hj 
adding  thereto  the  following  section : 

"From  and  afler  the  SOth  September,  ISSO,  the 
Aatj  OQ  moluseH  shall  be  five  cenU  per  gallon,  and 
no  more;  uid  from  «ad  after  that  time,  a  drawback 
be  alloned  on  all  spirile  diatilled  in  this  country 
from  foreign  molasses,  on  the  exportation  thereof 
to  an;  foreign  country,  tbe  same  as  v 
fore  the  tarOfof  19th  of  Hay,  182S." 

Ur.  I.  said,  if  there  was  one  artiole  on  which 
the  tariff  of  1828  operated  npjnstly,  it  was  that 
which  he  now  songnt  to  relieve.  The  iqjtutioe 
of  Qm  double  duty  imposed  on  mola^es,  in 
1838,  would  be  very  generally  acknowledged, 
and  by  none  more  (Vankly  than  those  by  whose 
Tot«s  the  increase  was  effected.  No  man  now 
would  deny,  indeed,  it  had  already  been  dis- 
tinctly admitted  on  this  floor,  that  molasses 
was  loaded  with  a  heavy  duty,  at  the  penod  to 
which  he  allnded,  for  the  pnrpose  of  rendering 
the  tariff  odious.  It  was  hoped  by  the  South- 
em  gentJemen  who  voted  it  in,  that  the  bill 
woara  he  thus  drugged  by  too  heavy  a  dose  to 
go  down.  In  tbat^ey  were  disappointed,  and 
he  was  fflad  to  see  a  disposition,  which  had 
1  a  lat«  occasion,  by  one  of 
the  vote,  to  undo 
in  this  re^>ect  failed  to  answer  the 
tended.  Ur.  I.  felt  more  solicitode  on  tbis  Eat>- 
Ject,  at  the  present  time,  from  having  recently 
examined  with  care  the  report  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  country  for  the  year  past. 
He  fonnd  in  that  document  that  our  trade  with 
Gnba,  the  island  from  whence  oar  greatest  im- 
portations come,  had  declined  nearly  a  million 
of  dollars  daring  the  past  year  tcum  what  it 
had  usually  been.  The  cause  of  this  decline 
was  piindpally  to  be  attributed,  as  he  learnt 
ftom  a  most  intelligent  resident  in  that  island, 
to  the  fact  that,  under  our  present  heavy  duty 
npon  molasBCB,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
expense  of  freights  and  casks,  the  ijlauders 
could  not  make  sales  of  the  uticle  to  ns  to  any 
extent ;  and  they  now  actually  spread  over 
their  land,  and  nxe  as  manure,  immense  qoan- 
tities  of  molasses,  which  they  would  gladly  ex- 
change for  the  lumber  and  breadtrtnffs  of  onr 
country,  if  we  would  but  let  the  trade  go  on. 
Are  gentlemen  aware,  said  Mr.  I.,  thu  the 
trade  with  Cuba  is  one  of  the  most  valoable 
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branches  of  our  foreign  oommeroe  4  It  stands 
on  the  list  next  to  £ngland  and  France  in 
amount ;  and  strike  out  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  which  go  to  these  countries,  and  it 
will  exceed  our  trade  with  boOi  nations.  Nay, 
sir,  as  a  market  for  our  breadstuff^  it  is  more 
Taluable  to  ns  than  ail  Burope.  It  is,  too,  a 
trade  in  which  every  section  of  this  country  is 
deeply  interested — it  has  no  eeetional  bearing. 
It  takes,  in  large  ouantitieB,  the  rioe  of  the 
South,  the  Inmber  of  North  Oarolina,  the  graia 
and  beef  of  the  West  which  descend  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  find  there  almost  their  only  for- 
eign market — the  flonr  of  the  ITiddle  Statce, 
leal,  Imnber,  and  live  stock  of  New 
Besides  this,  immense  qnantities  (tf 
mannfactnred  artides  find  an  ontlet  there ; 
not  those  manufactures  which  were  noxious  to 
some  parts  of  this  country,  but  those  which  are 
produced  in  the  workshops  of  onr  mecbanice  !n 
every  8tBt«  of  the  Union — such  ashats,  leather, 
carriages,  shoes,  hameeses,  soap,  candles,  aos 
cabinet  fumiture.  A  trade  like  this,  sud  Mr. 
I.,  is  one  of  the  last  that  shonld  be  shackled. 
We  impose  heavy  duties  on  £aropewi  goods, 
because  we  cannot  barter  away  onr  breadstuffc 
or  agricultural  products  for  them :  bnt  here  is 
a  market  which  offers  to  take  every  thing  that 
yon  will  send — it  invites  to  it  every  interest 
that  can  be  named.  Why  then  cripple  it  by  an 
ungenerous  r^ulation  of  yonr  own ;  and  why 
visit  your  heaviest  tax  upon  the  humblest  arti- 
cle which  goes  ioto  the  consumption  of  the 
poorest  people  of  the"  country ! 

Mr.  I.  sua  he  would  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt,  as 
he  might  not  have  another  opportonity  to  give 
bis  reasons  for  the  votes  he  had  given,  or< 
shonld  give,  on  that  question.  The  salt  trade 
of  this  country  had  not  been  oorroctly  repre- 
sented. We  have  heard  much  of  the  salt  tax, 
as  bearing  severely  and  peculiarly  on  the  poor : 
and  so  far  as  that  was  the  case,  he  could  m  as 
far  as  any  man  in  extending  relief.  But  Uiere 
never  was  a  time,  even  when  salt  was  duty 
free,  that  it  oonld  be  had  cheaper  than  it  now 
can,  even  on  the  seaboard ;  and  never  so  cheap 
in  the  interior,  near  the  extensive  salt  woru 


of  salt,  and  on  which  most  of  the  dnty 
operates,  is  not  the  coarse  Wert  India  salt  nsed 
to  pack  provisions,  and  which  is  eonsnmed 
principally  by  the  poorer  dtiiens;  bnt  the  re- 
fined, or  brown  salt,  as  it  is  called,  which  w» 
import  from  IJverpooI,  or  other  ports  of  Great 
Britain.  The  value  of  foreign  salt  imp<»ted 
during  the  last  year,  as  appears  by  the  Treas- 
nry  retnms,  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  thonsaud  mx  hundred  and  eighteen 
dollars,  of  which  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  was 
imported,  not  from  Turk's  Island,  or  from  any 
West  India  port,  but  from  England  and  Ire- 
land. This  kind  is  Imported  prindpally  in  ita 
refined  and  tnannfiKitnred  state,  for  tbo  taldes 
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of  the  licb,  and  u  as  fair  a  mbjeot  for  reTSDoe 
M  in;  one  Uiat  can  be  named.  He  sfaoiild  be 
opptaed  to  redaeing  the  datr  on  this  refined 
utieb ;  but  would  oli«eriUlf  redaoe  the  daty 
en  the  ooarae  and  strong  Weet  India  or  Tnrk'B 
blind  sbU,  becaum  that  was  used  by  the  poor, 
ud  goea  Wgel;  into  tbe  agricultural  opere- 
tkn*  <^  the  countr;.  He  would  rednoe  this, 
ud  leave  the  other  ontonohed,  for  the  same 
nmaa  that  he  would  reduce  the  dat;  on  jno- 
lasHS  and  leara  lugar  untouched ;  in  other 
T(»ds,  be  would  listen  the  tax  from  those 
vtM  are  least  able  to  paj  it,  and  let  the  burden 
iMt  oa  tboae  who  nse  the  most  ezpeneiT^  or 
■htt  >re  Miierally  deemed  the  moat  lomnous 
•tti(j«&  Should  the  ammdment  wbiob  be  now 
offend  prevail,  he  pledged  himself  to  follow  it 
ra  b;  another,  making  a  diacrimination  on  salt, 
tost  be  Ihonsht  woold  be  acceptable  tA  eveiy 
part  of  the  Hoiue. 

Kr.  TuoKXB,  for  the  pnnwae  of  brining  on 
■  diKiiaBioa  npon  the  bill  hj  ttael^  moved  the 
pnrioaa  qtNation ;  which  modwi  bang  lec- 
ooded  bj  a  mtOoritr,  and  the  previons  qoestion 
bdag  roatained  hj  a  vot^  by  jeai  and  na;s,  of 
98  to  68, 

The  jaain  qnestioa  was  then  pot,  viz :  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  t  " 


Pbidat,  H^  21. 
Molatim  <md  Rum. 

Kr.  ICcDdtfib,  from  the  Comiuittee  of  WafS 
utd  Ifeana,  retorted  the  following  bill : 

"But  tMuUd,  Se.  That,  fhtra  and  after  the  SOtti 
hj  of  September,  1880,  the  dutj  en  molusea  sball 
ki  tva  cents  per  gillOD,  and  no  more ;  end  fhun 
mliAa  that  time,  there  ihaU  be  alloired  ■  dnw- 
}mk  of  foDi  oents  upon  tirmj  giUon  of  spirits  dis- 
aw  io  the  Dnlted  Sutea  or  the  territories  thereof; 
Inm  fwdga  moUeHi,  on  the  eiportSitioD  thereof 
touj  Ginlrai  poet  or  {dice,  other  thut  ths  doDiio- 
bw  of  in  J  foreign  State  launedUtel^  e4Jo[mng  the 
Viited  States,  in  the  seme  nuanei^  aDiI  on  the 
NBC  cmidiEionB,  is  before  the  tariff  of  lf>;  the 
IMs  1818." 

Ths  lull  bcdng  read  the  first  and  second  lime, 

Mr,  MoDomv  moved  that  the  bill  be  en- 
gmsKd  for  a  third  reading. 

A  eaQ  of  the  House  was  moved,  and  ordered, 
*-"  "  d  before  the  Olerk  had  got  throngh 


lEr.  VioKunx  moved  to  laj  the  bill  on  the 
taUa,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  " 
MtiaD ;  which  bung  ordered, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  de- 
eded in  the  n^ative :  yeas  DS,  n^s  120 ;    and 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  Hme, 
V  a  Urge  mi^Jority. 

OuUure  qf  Sill. 
The  Hoose  reenmed  the  oonMderatioa  of  the 
reported  by  Ur.  Spkiozb,  of  New 


Tork,  a  week  or  two  ago,  for  printing  ten 
thousand  copies  of  Ur.  Bomi's  report  on  the 
onltnre  of  silk. 

Mr.  Spekokb  replied  to  the  objections  which 
had  been  nrgod,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  this 
proposition,  contending  for  the  established  value 
of  tne  information  contained  in  the  report — the 
great  importance  of  difibsin^  it  through  the 
country,  Inasmuch  as  silk  might  bo  Bncoessfolly 
cultivated  in  every  part  ot  the  Union — the 
'eat  value  to  the  conntrj  of  that  culture,  and 
le  importance  of  encoor^ng  it  by  the  diatri- 
butdon  of  instmction  in  the  various  processes 
of  the  art;  to  show  all  which,  he  addaoed  va- 
j*ioi;s  facts  and  argnments,  and  a  number  of 
respectable  authorities.  Mr.  8.  concluded  by 
offering  a  modification  of  the  resolution,  by 
order  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  pro- 
podng  to  print  thousand  copies  of  the 

Mr,  Hatnss,  of  Gleorgia,  moved  that  the 
resolution  and  the  amendment  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  and  the  question  being  pat,  the  motion 
was  n^alived ;  yeas  71,  nays  SS. 

Mr.  Polk  then  rose  to  speak  on  the  subject, 
but  the  expiration  of  the  nonr  out  off  further 
debftte. 

SA.TUBDAT,  Hay  23. 
CuUtira  of  Bilk. 
The  House  resumed  the  resolution  modified 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Speboeb,  to  read  as  follows : 

_ .d,  Tb«t  sii  thousiQd  copies  of  the  report 

of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  made  to  Ibis 
House  on  the  ISth  of  Harcb  l»£t,  with  the  commu- 
ulciition  accompanjinK  the  aame,  on  the  culture 
and  numu&cture  of  silk,  nod  the  like  cumber  of 
copies  of  essaje  on  American  rilk,  by  Messra.  Peter 
B.  DupoDCMu  and  John  D'Homergue,  receotly  pub- 
lished, be  printed  for  the  ose  of  the  Hodbc. 

Mr.  Polk  oppoeed  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  more  propriety  in 
printing,  and  paying  for,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  House,  instructions  in  the  art  and  ■ 
mystery  of  cultivating  silk,  than  in  printing 
and  distributing  the  American  Farmer,  Taylor's 
AratoT,  a  work  on  Farriery,  or  any  other  trea- 
tisa  on  any  branch  of  rural  eoonoiny.  &a. 

Mr.  OniLTOK  also  opposed  what  he  consid- 
«t%i  taxing  the  community  some  two  or  three> 
thousand  iin>llars,  to  print  books  for  the  use  of 
the  members,  and  to  distribute  amongst  their 
Mends ;  and  argued  generally  against  tne  prac- 
tice of  voting  money  out  of  the  Treasnry  for 
the  pnrdiase  of  books  for  private  use.  He  lutd 
no  doubt  when  the  people  recovered  their 
senses — recovered  from  that  convnleion,  that 
apoplexy,  in  which  they  had  been  thrown  by 
political  demagognee,  they  would  rectify  tbia 
sort  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  He  con- 
cluded a  number  of  remarks  of  the  like  effect, 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tAble, 
bnt  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Spxkoib,  who  argned  to  show  that  Ihs 
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works  which  it  WAa  proposed  to  distribnte, 
were  not  Bc«eemble  to  the  people  generaSj ; 
tbat  the?  were  on  a  anbjoot  itf  immeoee  impor- 
tance to  the  conDtrr,  and  oae  which  ought  to 
be  encouraged  by  we  House ;  that  the  cost  of 
the  publication  was  inugniflcant,  compared 
with  the  Talne  which  it  would  be  to  the  whole 
Union,  &0.    When  Ur.  S.  oonoladed, 

Mr.  OotniKB  moved  to  la^  the  reeolntion  on 
the  table ;  on  whioh  motion  the  ;eaa  and  naja 
were  ordered,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Ba.tlos  ;  and, 
being  taken, 

The  motion  was  negatived :  yeas  70,  IU178  97. 

Ur.  Ghiltos  then  renewed  his  opposition,  to 
the  reaolation,  and  spoke  nnlil  the  espiratlon ,  ,1 
of  the  hour. 


UoKDAT,  Us7  24. 
Culture  of  SUk. 

The  Honae  resomed  the  conuderation  of  tbe 
resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
onltnre,  to  print  gIz  thoosand  copies  of  oer~ 
t«Un  tracts  on  the  cnltnre  of  silk,  &o, 

Ur.  Chiliok,  to  get  rid  of  fiirther  debate  on 
the  Bobjeot,  moved  the  previons  question ; 
which  being  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered, 

Ur.  Uabtix  reqaired  a  divition  of  the  ques- 
tion; and 

The  qnestioD  being  accordingly  pnt  on  the 
first  member  of  the  resolntion,  viz :  "  That  lAx 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Oommitr 
tee  on  Agricnltare,  made  to  this  House  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1826,  with  the  commonicatioa 
accompanying  the  same.  (Mr.  Rush's  report,) 
on  the  colture  of  silk,"  be  printed,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays : 
yeas  109,  n^s  6B. 

The  second  member  of  the  resolution,  viz : 
"And  the  like  nnmlMr  of  copies  of  essays  on 
American  «nk,  by  Ueesrs.  Peter  8.  Dnponceaa 
and  John  D'Homergne,  recently  published,  be 
printed  for  the  nse  of  the  House,"  was  Uien 
also  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays— 100  to  80. 

So  tiis  whole  of  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Semovat  of  the  Indiant, 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  nnflnished 
bnrinees  of  Wednesday  lest,  being  the  bill  pro- 
ving for  the  removal  of  tjie  Indians  beyond 
the  river  Mississippi — the  question  pending  be- 
ing on  a  motion  for  the  previous  qnestion. 

On  trying  the  sense  of  the  House  on  second- 
ing the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  only 
seventy-eight  rose,  and  the  motion  was  there- 
fore not  seconded  by  a  m^ority  of  the  Eonse. 
The  question  th^  recurred  on  the  amend- 

Mr.  Bkll  opposed  the  amendments,  and 
argued  briefly  that  the  bill  itself  proposed  an 
appropriation  only  to  carry  into  effect  existing 
contracts  and  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
according  to  their  construction  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  introduced  no  new  pt^y,  as  was 


contended  by  the  opposition  to  it.  Therefoie, 
the  amendment  was  unneoeasary. 

iii.  Btobbs  replied,  and  contended  that  no 
treaty  in  existence  contained  the  proviri<»i 
whidi  his  amendment  proposed,  ana  that  it 
was  therefore  necessary  and  expedient. 

Ur.  Watnb  denied  what  the  amendmrat  is- 
sumed,  namely,  that  the  Cherokeea  were  a  na- 
tion independent  of  the  State  of  Gera^  He 
expressed  a  determination  to  take  on  opportn- 
nity  of  going  to  the  foundation  of  this  qumliinL 
of  Indian  rights,  and  that  whatever  credit 
gentiemen  might  obtain  for  a  faadAil  elo- 
qnenoe,  they  should  not  have  the  benefit  of  the 
,aivument. 

Ur,  WiLDB  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
^ghlh  article  of  the  trea^  with  the  Oherokee 
Indians  weet  of  the  mssissippi,  of  Uaf  St, 
182B,  as  a  reply  to  the  restdution  of  Ifr. 
Sronas. 

Ur.  Vunotr  argued  that  as  that  treal?  was 
made  by  the  Cherokees  west  of  the  Miasisaippi, 
it  had  no  binding  effect  on  the  Oherokess  re- 
maining on  the  east  of  the  Miaaissijipi.  Be 
commented  on  that  treaty  as  a  duect  and 
groas  violation  of  all  justice,  and  expressed  the 
indignation  he  had  always  fUt  at  such. an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  rights  of  third  pereans, 

Sb.  BuBGU  contended  that  the  treaty  of 
1B28  was  practically  a  fruid,  a  deep  and  last- 
ing disgrace  to  the  lest  admiiustration,  and  that 
this  biU  contuned,  by  implication,  a  coofnus- 
tion  of  that  frand,  now  attempted  t*  '     "  ' 


the  circumstances  growing  out  of  it. 

Mr.  3xssma%  made  a  few  remarks. 

Ur.  Lewis  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
argued  to  show  that  the  treaty  which  had  beoi 
denounced,  was  just  and  proper,  and  cited  the 
treaty  with  the  Vidians  east  of  the  ^ssieap^ 
to  show  that  the  bill  before  the  House  was  in 
conformity  to  the  setUed  policy  of  the  Ciovem- 
ment.  He  read  the  Journal,  to  show  that 
many  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  bill,  sup- 
ported precisely  the  same  provisions  in  18SS, 
when  recommended  by  a  different  President; 
inferred  from  that,  that  the  opposition  to  it 
was  a  party  opposition  to  the  adminiatratitHi, 
and  to  the  South :  that,  as  this  bill  was  known 
to  be  the  leading  measure  of  the  present  Prea- 
dent,  it  was  an  object  of  great  solicitude  with 
the  opposition  to  defeat  it ;  and  therefore  oalied 
on  those  who  avowed  themselves  the  snpport- 
era  of  the  administration,  to  sustain  this  meas- 
ure ;  that,  if  they  did  not,  they  would  be  ftith- 
less,  and  trutora  to  their  party.  Mr.  L.  then 
proceeded  at  some  length  to  vindicate  the  pol- 
icy of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Ueaara.  SroBBt 
and  EvKKBTT.    When  he  concluded, 

Mr,  Stokbs  roae,  and  said,  that,  aa  a  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Hehphtll)  wat 
about  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  of  a 
more  extensive  effect,  and  which  would  auper- 
sede  the  amendment  now  before  the  House,  he 
would  withdraw  it  until  the  questioa  conld  be 
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tifcto,  or  that  which  he  (Mr,  H.)  ww  about  to 

Mr.  EriBBTr,  of  Hanaohiisetta,  replied  briefly 
Ic  )b.  lawn's  refereooe  to  himael^  in  which, 
■gong  other  iwoAb,  hs  obserred,  that,  if  the 
pronsona  of  the  pmmtt  '^  were  preoiwi;  the 
Nine  m  tboee  which  he  h«a  aopported  in  1826, 
it  via  ■ingnUi'  that  die  genuemen  who  now 
tiTOdStb  this  dwotd  hare  roted  agsinat  that, 
M  WM  the  ease  with  the  membera  from  Oeor- 
B*  itself;  aod  he  vindicated  himielf  from  the 
^Kitatioa  of  btiog  inflneiioed  in  his  coon 
tkn  inbieot  by  par^  oonsiderationa. 

Ur.  TBonraos  aaid  tliat  he  did  not  rise  to 
(nter  into  a  genoral  disonssion,  at  that  time, 
tf  the  nibject  then  before  the  Hooae — that 
■tthoogh  Ite  bad  pmposelj  abatwned  from  a 
(irtidpation  in  the  ^scoesion  of  an;  of  the 
nriooB  sabjecta  which  had  engaged  the  atten- 
tka  of  the  Honse  dnring  the  preeent  seesion, 
with  a  qietual  view  to  Heonre  to  himself  the 
winlege  of  disciutung  this  sabjeot  at  aome 
logth,  yet  conuderationa  of  an  important 
ehuaeter  had  dispoaed  him  to  abstain  from  the 
diaemnon;  nor  would  be  now  trouble  the 
Bonse  with  an;  remarks  npon  the  sabject,  for 
bethaodit  the  cause  of  principle  and  hnmui- 
itf  amid  be  better  served  b;  voting  than  b; 
Uking ;  bnt  the  gentleman  from  Hasiachnaetta 
Qb.  ivtBxrt)  hod,  on  two  occasions,  allnded 
to  the  vote  which  the  delegation  from  Oeorgia 

S re  on  the  oalt  of  the  late  President  of  Uie 
lited  Statea  (Ur.  Adjjis)  for  an  appropria- 
tion to  cany  what  is  commonly  called  the  new 
treat;  into  effect.  Ur.  T.  said  Chat  he  felt  that 
it  vtB  doe  to  Georgia — to  the  gentlemen  who 
aomposed  that  delegation — to  correct  princi- 
plM-~to  the  Honae,  and  to  the  American  peo- 

tlo  atate  conciael;  the  principles  which  in- 
noed  the  Georgia  dele^tion  on  that  occa- 
don.  In  Febrnar;,  183S,  said  Ur.  T.,  commis- 
Nonm  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
BUtta  for  the  pnrpose^  entered  into  compact 
villi  the  Greek  Indiana,  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
b;  which  the;  relinqnished  their  clum  to  all 
t*Tilo^  within  the  limits  of  Georgia.  This 
Mmpact  was  transmitted  to  the  seat  of  the 
Ootral  Government,  and,  with  objections  to 
it»  v»Mt;,  waa  preaented  to  the  President, 
vhoiaid  that  instmment,  with  the  objections 
to  it,  before  a  cabinet  cooncil ;  and  nnder  the 
firiee  of  the  caoDoil,  the  treat;,  with  the  ob- 
jwtioiu,  waa  preaented  to  the  Senate  for  ratifi- 
Mtion.  That  body,  by  a  ver;  laige  m^orit;, 
pre  their  sanction  to  it.  Bnt  before  the  rati- 
iuttion  received  exeontive  sanction,  the  Fresi- 
dsucii]  chair  changed  iccnmbcnts.  Ur.  Adams, 
wbo  waa  a  member  of  the  council  who  advised 
Vr.  IConioe  to  lay  the  sabject  before  the  Sen- 
ile, meceeded  to  the  executive  chair,  and  final- 
ly gave  the  execntive  sanction  to  that  ratifioa- 
tioo.  Thns,  said  Ur.  T.,  that  treaty,  having 
nerved  final  conatitntional  sanction,  became  a 
*ipremB  law  of  the  land,  and  of  oonrse  waa  by 
the  ooDstitntion  placed  on  the  same  dignified 
pDUid  with  the  conetitntioa  itself  for  t£at  in- 


strument aays  that  "  this  constitntion,  and  lawa 
of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in 
pomanoe  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  onder  the  anthority  of 
the  United  Stales,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land."  Kow,  Mr,  said  Ur.  T.,  the  treat;  of 
the  Indian  Springs  having  thus  received  consti' 
tutional  sanctions,  all  the  territory  within  the 
limits  of  Georgia,  embraced  by  its  provisions, 
became  a  part  of  the  sovereign  State — for  aa 
Georgia,  by  the  issue  of  the  American  revolo- 
tion,  acquired  the  right  to  eiclusive  sovereign- 
ty within  her  limits,  and  as  the  United  States. 
by  the  compact  with  Georgia,  in  160S,  bound 
themselves  to  extiDgniah  the  Indian  titie  to  all 
territory  within  Geor^  for  the  use  of  that 
State,  the  instant  that  those  Indians  thus  relin- 
qnished their  title,  a  full,  perfect  and  complete 
titie  to  the  torritor;  embraced  by  the  pro- 
visions of  that  treaty  within  the  limita  of 
Geoi^pa,  vested  in  that  State,  which  conld  not 
be  divested  without  her  consent.  Sir,  said  Ur. 
T.,  Ur.  Adams,  in  his  opening  Uessage  ad- 
dressed to  Congreas  at  the  eommenoement  of 
the  session  which  immediately  ensued  his  in- 
stallation into  the  execntive  office,  repudiated 
the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  (1826,)  by 
sojmsting  that  it  was  fonnded  in  fraud,  bnt 
Bud  he  would  make  it  the  subject-matter  of  a 
separate  and  special  Ueaaage,  This  promise 
was  not  redeemed ;  but  Ur.  Adams  assumed 
the  right  to  enter  into  treat;  with  a  delegation 
from  that  part  of  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indiana 
which  was  known  as  hostile  to  the  United 
States  dnring  the  late  war,  b;  which  he  re- 
~~led  to  that  tribe  a  part  of  the  torritory,  a 
[nplete  title  to  which  had,  by  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  1825,  vested  in  Georgia,  and 
this  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  that 
State ;  thus  virtual!;  ceding  to  an  Indian  tribe 
a  part  of  a  sovereign  State.  Now,  said  Ur. 
T,,  if  it  was  competent  for  Ur.  Adams  thus  to 
re-cede  to  the  Greek  Indians  a  portion  of  terri- 
tory which  had  thus  become  a  part  of  a  sov- 
ereign State,  was  it  not  competent  for  blm  to 
re-cede  to  those  Indians,  as  well  aa  to  the 
Cherokees,  all  the  territory  obtained  from 
them  by  previous  purchases  f  And  if  so,  what 
poiot  of  limitation  could  have  sta;ed  his  wast- 
mg  hand  in  a  backward  course  of  reokless  pol- 
icy f  Concede  this  power  to  the  Chief  UeuIs- 
trate  of  the  Union,  and  the  white  popolation 
ma;  be  driven  into  the  Atlantic  by  a  retroces- 
sion of  the  whole  territory  to  the  aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  this  continent.  An;  or  all  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  might  be  sold  b;  him 
to  a  foreign  power.  These,  said  Ur.  T.,  were 
the  views  which  influenced  the  delegation  from 
Georgia  to  give  their  vote  against  the  treaty 
made  by  Mr.  Adams  with  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  well  as  agdnst  (he  appropriation  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  And  the  principles  npon  which 
the  delegation  from  Georgia  acted  on  that  oo- 
cafion,  are,  it  seems  to  me,  said  Ur.  T.,  such  as 
ought  to  have  induced  ever;  honest  and  cor- 
rect man,  who  had  any  knowledge  of  oonstitu- 
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tioDsl  principles  wid  proTiaiong,  to  vot«  in  op- 
pmitioii  to  anoh  a  danng  Tiolation  of  constitu- 
tional pripdples,  sach  &  moostrons  atretoh  of 
•■— 1  power,  Hs  was  oominitted  by  Mr, 


Ur.  Vnraoir  then  took  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Home  two  hotrs  against  the  bill. 
When  he  conolnded,  Beves  or  ei^t  memben 

roee;  btit 

Mr.  Dbsb^  having  obtained  the  floor,  moved 
the  previoas  qaeation. 

Mr.  THOKFeoH,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  call  of 
tbeHonse. 

Mr.  Iamab,  of  Gecoi^  demanded  the  jeas 
and  najH  on  tbis  motion ;  which  b^g  tueu, 
the  oall  was  ordered  bj  a  vote  of  128  to  29. 

The  roll  was  then  (»]led,  when  it  appeared 
there  -were  seven  membera  absent,  two  of 
whom  soon  after  entered  the  TTall ;  and,  aft«r 
some  time, 

Mr.  Bbowit  moved  a-  inspeosion  of  fbrtber 
proceeding^  which  motion  was  decided  bj  jeas 
and  na;r9  i"  the  affirmative. 

The  motion  for  the  previons  qnestion  recur- 
ring, the  Hoase  divided,  and,  tetleis  being  ap- 
pointed b;  the  Ohair,  they  reported  ninety -three 
for  putting  the  previous  qnetriioD,  and  ninety- 
nine  aguDst  it. 

Mr.  WtTHB  saidr  Sir,  I  proceed  to  the 
discnseion  of  the  sabjeet :  and  the  first  point  of 
inquir;  is,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  In- 
dian in  regard  to  his  right  to  laud  or  soil  upon 
this  continent,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  white  man !  This  inquiry  into 
the  Indian's  ownership  of  the  soil,  when  he 
was  first  visited  by  the  colonists,  is  forced  upon 
ns  by  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  qnestion 
has  beeu  argued  by  our  adveraaries  in  and  out 
of  this  HoQse.  I  would  willingly  have  avoid- 
ed it,  if  it  had  not  been  made  the  source  of 
ftaitful  imposition  in  this  controversy.  For 
effect,  and  to  prodoce  a  eympathy  to  interfere 
with  the  understanding  of  the  argnment  in 
support  of  the  measure  now  before  us,  the  In- 
dian, has  been  calied  the  owner  of  the  soil — 
that  he  generously  permitted  our  anoestors  to 
partake  of  what  the  providence  of  God  had 
given  to  him  and  bis  fi^era  as  an  iuheritanoe 
— "  that,  as  original  tenant  of  the  soil,  by  im- 
memDriai  possession,  be  holds  a  title  beyond 
and  superior  to  the  British  Crown  and  her  ool- 
oniea,  and  to  all  adverse  pretensions  of  our 
confederation  and  subsequent  anion."  Sir,  we 
meet  the  houorable  gentlemen  who  so  fondly 
revert  to  the  rights  of  these  early  and  first 
lords  of  the  soil,  and  deny  that  the  Indian  bad 
either  owneisbip,  proprietary  right,  or  tenancy 
by  oconpancy,  to  the  lands  over  which  he 
roamed.  It  is  commonly  said,  our  ownership 
exists  by  pnrohase  from  tiie  Indian,  and  that  he 
was  proprietor  and  sovereign  of  the  soil.  Bnt 
both  are  said,  only  becaoae  he  waa  found  upon 
the  continent  at  its  discovery.  That  be  was  in 
possession  of  portions  of  land,  which  were  in 
savage  culUvation,  over  which  he  roamed  for 
game  and  war — that  several  of  the  tril>efl  bad 
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designated  natnral  bonndaties  as  the  limits  of 
their  hnnting  grounds,  and  claimed  snch  on 
ezolusive  use  of  it,  against  other  tribes,  no  one 
wiU  deny.  But  did  the  extent  of  their  natural 
rights  against  each  other  pve  such  a  title  or 
occupancy  to  all  that  they  aggr^teiy  claimed, 
as  to  include  a  power  to  eidude  otjiers  from 
seeking  this  continent  as  a  reeting-jiUce  fhnn 
persecution  and  want,  and  making  it  the  land 
of  civilization  and  Ohristianity  I  8Ir,  they 
were  proprietors  of  what  they  nsed,  so  long  as 
it  was  used ;  but  not  sover^gns  of  any  ^sil. 
The  one  denotes  a  thing  or  place  in  poseerion ; 
the  other  is,  strictly,  an  artafidal  tenn,  applio' 
ble  only  to  that  state  of  society  whwe  Qovem- 
ment  is  suffioiently  advanced  to  class  those  liv- 
ing nnder  it  in  the  community  of  nations; 
where  there  is  individuality  of  possesdon  and 
pursuit,  and  a  rec<^nition  of  the  leading  prin- 
ciples of  conduct  between  man  and  man,  with 
cnatoms  or  laws  to  enforce  the  obBCrvanoe  of 
them ;  and  that  compacted  existence  of  a  peo- 
ple, which  separates  them  fVom  others,  and 
gives  to  them  the  name  and  attitnde  of  a  na- 
tion, in  its  relative  position  with  other  natioiiB. 
Sovereignty  over  soil  ia  the  attribute  of  Btatea  ; 
and  it  can  never  be  affirmed  of  tribes  living  in 
a  savage  oondildon,  without  any  of  the  elementa 
of  civfliutdon,  as  they  were  exhibited  in  the 
nations  of  antiquity,  or  in  those  of  modem 
times ;  whether  tbey  live  under  the  prewnre  of 
Asiatic  superstitions,  or  in  the  emandpated 

Srivileges  of  Obrist«ndom.  Among  the  In- 
isna  of  North  America,  an  appropriation  of 
soli  to  individuals  was  unknown — nor  had  any 
of  the  tribes  any  institutions  to  indicate  that 
the  property  in  the  soil  was  in  the  tribe,  as 
was  the  case  among  the  andent  Germans,  ex- 
cept the  finctnating  limits  which  a  stronger 
tribe  chose  to  aasome,  from  time  to  time,  to 
prevent  hunting  excurrious  within  them  by  a 
weaker.  Thdrs  was  the  hunter's  stat«,  and  in 
a  lower  condition  of  it  than  had  been  known 
before  by  civilized  man.  Their  hunger  being 
appeased,  ttoa  flood  and  field,  individnda,  or 
p^es  of  each  tribe,  roved  over  the  land  in 
pnranit  of  game,  without  regard  to  the  {ilace  in 
which  it  was  taken ;  and  uieir  wanderings  in 
the  chase  knew  no  bounds,  except  as  they  were 
regulated  by  the  quantity  of  game,  or  as  they 
asoemdned  the  existence  of  some  other  tribei, 
using  the  adjacent  land  for  the  same  porpoae. 
Without  fonnai  conventions  to  fix  boundaries, 
the  tribes  in  the  neighborhood  of  each  other, 
in  the  ooDTse  of  tmie,  knew  the  bunting 
grounds  as  tbey  were  separately  claimed.  A 
trespass  by  either  upon  tlie  grounds  of  anoth- 
er, was  followed  by  individuid  contentions  or 


time  or  eoddent  placed  it  in  his  power  to  slake 
his  demon  remembrances  of  aupposed  or  actaal 
wrongs  in  the  blood  and  entrails  of  bis  enemy. 
When  the  relative  strength  of  tribes  prevented 
one  from  extirpating  or  enslaving  another,  the 
fears  of  eadi  conoeded  to  the  other  rigbta,  not 
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to  the  land  or  mil,  hat  to  the  fiah  in  ite  EtreuiiB, 
•nd  to  tbe  animala  OH  itg  mrfsce ;  and  this 
nsnfriictaBry  enjoTmeiit  wu  nil  that  the  Indian 
(daimed.  Oan  moh  a  nse  of  a  coantij 
propwtj  in  the  soil  t  or  did  it,  b^  the 
nttaie,  empower  the  ladian  to  exdade  the 
-wbibe  man  from  making  a  settlement  within 
the  limite  of  the  hnnting  groonds  of  the  for- 
mer, and  maintaining  his  posseasion  bj  force,  if 
he  had  ability  to  do  sot 

Bnt,  sir,  thia  qnestion  is  settled  for  ns ;  and, 
until  this  controTers;'  began,  I  had  not  sap- 
poaed  it  would  have  been  overlooked  or  de- 
niad ;  and  it  is  with  some  surprise  that  I  have 
heard  it  stated,  in  the  conrse  of  this  debate, 
thai  it  was  the  Keoeroas  consent  of  the  Indians 
whkh  permitted  oar  anoestora  to  b^in  the  set- 
tlement of  these  glorioos  States,  that  we  were 
intmdera  nptm  their  pomeasionB,  and  were  now 
to  repa7  tlnir  kindnesaee  to  onr  forefathers  bj 
driving  them  into  annihilation.  Vattel  wys, 
to&a  93,  sectiim  61 :    "  The  whole  earth  is  ap- 

Clnted  for  the  nourishment  of  the  inhabitants ; 
t  it  would  be  ino^uble  of  doing  so,  was  it 
nueoltivated.  Ever;'  nation  is,  then,  obliged, 
bf  the  law  of  natures  ^  onltrvate  tbe  gronnd 
that  haa  fallen  to  ile  share ;  and  it  has  no  right 
to  expeet  or  reqnire  assistance  tiom  others  anj 
fnrtber  than  as  the  land  in  its  possession  is  in- 
apable  of  SuDishing  it  with  necessaries.  Those 
PM^le,  like  the  ancient  Qennans  and  modern 
Tartars,  who,  having  fertile  countries,  disdain 
to  cnltivate  the  earth,  and  chooee  rather  to  live 
b7  r^ine,  are  wanting  to  themselves,  and  de- 
serve to  be  exterminated  aa  savage  and  pemi- 
eioQs  beasts.  There  are  others,  who,  to  avoid 
agriculture,  would  live  only  by  hunting  and 
their  flocks.  This  might,  doabtless,  be  aUowed 
in  the  first  a^  of  the  world,  when  the  earth, 
without  onlDvatioD,  produced  more  tiian  wsa 
"  ient  to  feed  its  few  inhabitants.  Bnt  at 
Dt,  when  the  human  race  is  so  greatjy 
plied,  it  conld  not  Bobsist  if  all  nations 
red  to  live  in  that  manner.  Those  who 
still  ntain  this  idle  life,  asorp  more  extensive 
territories  than  they  would  have  oooasion  for, 
vff*  they  to  use  honest  labor,  and  have,  there- 
Ibce,  no  reason  to  complain,  if  other  nations, 
mon  laborious  and  too  closely  confined. 


s  usurpation,  tbe  establishment 
w  many  coiomes  on  the  continent  of  North 
America  may,  on  their  confining  themselves 
within  jost  bounds,  be  extremely  lawfnL  The 
people  of  theaa  vast  countries  rather  overran 
than  inhabited  tham." 

And  the  same  writer,  in  his  chapter  upon  tbe 
Mtablitdunent  of  a  nation  in  a  country,  re- 
BaAs ;  "  There  is  another  oelebrated  question, 
■a  wiiich  the  discovery  of  the  Wew  World  has 
xindpally  given  rise.  It  is  asked,  if  a  nation 
aay  IswfaUy  take  possession  of  a  part  of  a 
mt  oonntry,  in  which  there  are  fonnd  none 
«t  erratic  nationa,  incapable,  by  the  smallness 
'  their  nnmbers,  to  people  the  whole.  We 
TouXL-T 
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have  already  observed,  in  establishing  the  obli- 
gation to  oidtivate  the  earth,  that  these  nations 
cannot  exclusively  appropriate  to  themselves 
more  land  than  they  have  ocoasion  for,  and 
which  they  are  unable  to  settle  and  cnltivate. 
Their  removing  their  habitations  through  these 
immense  re^ons  cannot  be  taken  for  a  true  and 
legal  possession ;  and  the  people  of  Earope,  too 
closely  pent  up,  finding  land  of  which  these 
nations  are  in  no  partiouar  want,  and  of  which 
they  make  no  actual  and  constant  use,  may 
lat^dlly  possess  it,  and  eatabhsfa  colonies  there. 
We  have  already  stud  that  the  earth  belongs  to 
the  hnman  race  in  general,  and  was  design^  to 
f\imish  it  with  sobsistence.  If  each  nation 
had  resolved,  from  the  beginning,  to  appropri- 
ate to  itself  a  vast  country,  that  tbe  people 
might  live  only  by  hunting,  fishing,  and  wdd 
fruita,  our  globe  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
mainttun  a  tenth  part  of  its  present  inhabit- 
ants. People  have  not,  than,  deviated  (h>m 
the  views  of  nature,  in  confining  the  Indians 
within  narrow  limits.  However,  we  cannot 
help  praiMng  tbo  moderation  of  the  En^ish 
Poritans  who  first  settled  in  New  England, 
who,  noCwittiBtanding  their  being  ftimished 
with  a  charter  from  ^eir  sovereign,  purchased 
of  the  Indians  the  land  they  resolved  to  culti- 
vate." And,  sir,  is  not  this  commendable 
moderation  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  which  we 
now  propose  to  pursue,  but  which  gentlemen 
from  New  England  interpose  to  defeat,  with  an 
unfilial  disregard  of  the  source  from  which  we 
draw  the  example  of  our  conduct  ?  Whenever 
it  is  said,  then,  that  the  Indian  permitted  the 
white  man  to  occupy  the  lands  we  now  possess, 
no  more  is  meant  than  that  he  stipulated,  for  a 

Erice,  to  abstain  fW>m  using  the  power  of  num- 
ers  to  repress  the  settlement  of  a  colony  in  its 
inbnoy.  Every  coutract  tjetween  the  early 
settlers  and  tbe  Indians  will  show  it  to  have 
been  the  apprehension  of  the  former  that  they 
were  buying  peace,  and  not  lands-~though,  to 

Kaserve  the  firsL  it  was  necessary  that  some 
ondaries  should  be  determined  by  the  par- 
ties, within  which  each  was  to  live  in  his 
accustomed  manner.  To  acknowledge  in  the 
Indian  a  greater  right  in  the  soil  that  has  been 
stated,  and  to  have  allowed  it  in  practice, 
would  be  an  admission  of  the  propriety  of  his 
continoing  to  live  in  his  irrational  condition ; 
irrational,  beoanse  their  nnmbers  might  have 
been  supplied  with  food  by  the  cultivation  of  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  territory  which  tbe 
tribes  claim  for  the  chase.  For,  notwitbstand' 
ing  it  snits  the  parposee  Qf  gentieraen  to  call 
them  great  and  powerful  nations,  which  have 
dwindled  into  insignificance  from  their  contact 
with  the  white  man,  who  does  not  know  tiiat 
the  fears  of  the  colonists,  the  natural  love  of 
the  marvellous  in  the  savage,  and  his  meta- 

Shorical  expression  of  numbers,  magnified  huo- 
reds  into  thousands,  and  the  hundred  tribes 
into  which  they  were  divided  into  millions  of 
persons!  Trumbull,  in  bis  history,  gives  a 
condensed  bnt  very  satisfactory  view  trf  lida 
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point,  which  correq)ODds  with  the  researches 
of  the  beat  writers  npon  the  snbjeot;  uid  the 

Siestion  in  regard  to  abori^nal  popnlatJoa  in 
e  United  Stst«a,  when  the  colonists  Itmded, 
is  so  wdl  settled,  that  even  the  warmest  ad- 
mirers of  New  England  BntiqoitLOS  no  longer 
repeat  the  delu^oos  of  Uather  and  Neue. 
What,  then,  becomes  of  the  position,  so  vannt- 
in^l7  assumed  and  repeated  in  the  oourse  of 
this  debate,  that  God,  in  bis  providence,  plant- 
ed these  tribes  in  this  Western  worid,  and 
made  them  tenants  of  the  soil  by  immemorial 
possession  t  The  Indian  the  tenant  of  the  soil  I 
He  never  was  so,  in  ai^  sense  of  the  word. 
But  it  is  b;  the  misappIicatioD  of  saob  terms 
t«  his  oooditioQ,  to  which  civilized  man  has 
affixed  a  distinot  meaning,  descnptive  of  iodi- 
vidnal  ownerabip  in  lands,  that  we  are  misled 
as  to  Indian  rights. 

Sir,  God,  in  his  providence,  had  been  pleased 
to  reveal  himself  to  the  man  of  another  conti- 
nent—bis purposes  towards  bim,  in  time  and 
for  eternity — what  was  his  rational  condition, 
his  rights  over  the  earth,  tbongb  the  penalty  of 
his  transgression — how  the  proper  use  of  it 
wonld  conduce  to  his  oomfbrt,  ana  the  increase 
of  his  species,  and,  by  bindic^  men  in  commu- 
nities, would  keep  alive  a  social  devotion  to  his 
Kaker,  and  tho  remembrance  of  a  hereafter,  in 
which  men  are  to  live  a  life  of  immortality. 
It  was  this  providenoe  which  gave  to  onr  Wi- 
thers the  right  to  plant  themselves  by  the  «de  of 
the  Indian — to  draw  themselves,  and  to  teach 
their  degraded  brother  to  draw,  from  their 
mother  earth,  bountiee  which  he  neither  knew 
how  to  produce  nor  to  emoy.  What  though 
the  Indian  roved  tbroogh  tbe  forests  of  Amer- 
ica cotemporaneoQsly  with  the  wanderings  of 
God's  chosen  people  in  their  escape  from  Egyp- 
tian bondage — time  could  give  to  him  do  nght 
to  more  of  the  soil  than  be  could  cultivate; 
and  the  decree  which  denied  him  to  be  lord  of 
the  domain,  was  the  Almighty's  command  to 
his  creatures  to  till  the  earth. 

Compare  the  present  population  of  the  worid 
with  its  magnitude ;  and,  if  men  were  still  rov- 
ing tribes,  without  civUization  or  fixed  habita- 
tion, its  spontaneous  productions  of  vegetables, 
fish,  fowl,  and  animals,  would  be  sufficient  to 

Sreveut  mankind  Itom  d^euerating  to  the  con- 
itjon  of  cannibals.  Sir,  the  civilized  man  of 
Eorope,  pinched  by  wont,  and  worn  down  by 
intolerance,  neither  needed  the  edicts  of  popes, 
nor  the  charters  of  kings,  to  authorize  him  to 
make  this  Western  world  his  refuge.  His 
wants  admonished  him  to  seek  a  land  where 
hialabors  would  be  reworded  by  plenty;  tyran- 
ny absolved  him  from  all  allegiance  to  the  place 
of  his  nativity ;  and  bis  right  to  make  this  con- 
tinent the  grave  of  himself  and  the  home  of 
his  posterity,  was,  that  the  Indian  claimed  ter- 
ritories too  large  for  the  condititm  in  which 
God  intended  man  sboold  be;  and  that  the 
land  which  was  not  in  individnaJ  as  well  as  in 
tribal  use,  and  only  tn  use  for  bunting,  was  not 
snch  an  occupancy  as  exclnded  others  from  its 
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eidoymeat,  or  which  created  an  ownership 
which  it  was  nimut  to  invade.  Nor  can  the 
right  for  which  1  oont«nd  be  refuted,  until  it 
can  be  shown  that  no  preeenre  of  want  or 
tyranny  will  Justify  expatriation,  and  that,  in 
onr  necessities,  we  are  debarred  from  casting 
onr  eyes  to  those  new  regions  which  seienoe 
and  enterprise  have  discovered,  and  which  God 
intended  for  the  support  of  all  which  its  ear- 
face,  uded  by  cultivation,  con  muntain.  The 
Indian,  a  creature  like  onrselvea,  hod  his  share 
in  this  new  world — and  Christians,  coming 
among  them,  had  no  right  to  trespass,  but  only 
to  partake.  This  was  only  a  share — not  a  po- 
litical right,  OT  jurisdiction,  or  ownership,  be- 
cause GM  had  placed  him  in  the  midst  of  these 
groves,  moontams,  and  streams,  to  deprive  hia 
more  civilized  brother  from  resting  in  thrir 
shade,  enjoying  their  grandeur,  or  partaking  of 
thdr  products,  and  to  commit  them  as  an  in- 
heritance to  endless  generations.  I  will  not 
presume  to  inquire  by  what  tremendous  moral 
or  natural  oonvnlsion  a  portion  of  the  hamaa 
separated  from  the  rest,  end  allowed 
rate  into  barbarism ;  but,  knowing 
fact,  reason  and  the  records  of  divinity  teU 
me,  OS  well  by  precept  oa  by  example,  that, 
when  rousted  by  the  man  of  Europe,  the  sav- 
age of  America  was  not  in  the  condition  whieh 
God  intended  his  creatures  to  he — that  their 
rights  over  soil  or  territory  were  limited  to 
what  they  coold  catch  or  lull,  to  appease  the 
cravings  of  hnnger — to  the  spots  upon  which 
they  may  have  built  theb  huts — and  that  they 
had  no  such  jurisdiction  over  the  land,  as 
wonld  have  iustified  them  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive from  the  emigrant  ft  something  as  the 
pledge  that  they  were  to  live  in  anuty  with 

In  this  branch  of  the  discossion,  ur,  I  have 
advanced  no  principle  inconsistent  with  th« 
most  rigid  morally — none  which  it  bos  not 
been  convenient  to  gentiemen,  in  the  ardor  of 
their  opposition,  to  for^t ;  and  I  have  been 
forced  to  occupy  the  time  I  have  token,  the 
more  efiectnaliy  t«  disabuse  the  minds  of  many* 
of  a  misconception  of  Indian  rights  over  soil 
and  territory,  and  of  that  amiable  sympathy 
for  early  Indian  generosity,  which  baa  been  bo 
deiterously  turned  into  oppoution  to  the  p: 
ent  administration  by  the  pluntive  r  ' 
tion  of  oar  adversaries. 

It  is  time,  however,  or,  tA  inqnire  into  what 
was  the  politicsl  condition  of  the  Indians  in 
regard  to  England,  after  the  colony  was  colo- 
nized. Did  Uiey  continue  to  be  independent 
of  that  Government }  And,  if  not,  what  por- 
tion of  tbeir  independence  was  surrendered 
voluntarily,  or  taken  away  by  conquest?  Did 
the  Indian,  after  having  surrendered  the  right 
which  he  claimed  to  sell  bis  hunting  gronnda, 
by  acknowledging  the  pre-emption  of  them  to 
be  in  Great  Britain,  retain  any  thing  to  himself 
but  a  qualified  right  of  occupancy,  with  a  po- 
litical and  civil  jurisdiction  over  their  persona 
and  lands  in  the  king  of  England  t    I  shalt  not, 
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of  wnraa,  deUin  the  Honse  vith 
to  the  htstoij  of  the  msny  tribes  of  IndianB 
which  aoknowledged  themaelres  to  be  sabjecta 
of  the  king  of  England  previous  to  1TS6 ;  bat, 
in  illDstration  of  the  jnriBdietion  clsSmed  b; 
tlie  English  over  the  Indisn,  ftnd  pncticallf 
userted,  it  will  be  well  to  refer  gentlemen  who 
itnj  any  Jnrisdiotloa  to  the  States  over  tie  In- 
diaiu  liTing  in  their  limits,  to  the  histortoal 
psoolleeliona  of  the  treaties  of  Ryawick  and 
Utrecht,  between  the  English  and  French,  and 
tb«  last  of  which  was  ratified  in  171B.  In 
those  treaties  we  find  the  En^ish  olaiming  do- 
minion, eiercising  sovereignty,  which  was  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Indians  themselves,  and 
adi^tted  by  the  French,  over  the  most  formi- 
dablsassociation  of  sarages  in  North  America, 
and  the  only  tribes  haviog  the  Bemblance  of 
Govenunent — the  Five  Nations.  They  are 
termed,  in  the  treaty,  the  subjects  of  England, 
and  are  distingnished  from  other  Indians  Tivins 
within  the  grants  of  the  king,  who  are  called 
the  friends  of  England,  but  had  not  acknowl- 
edged themselves  to  be  sabjecta.  In  regard  to 
the  latter,  it  is  snfflcient  to  assert,  what  cannot 
be  denied,  that  all  the  tribes  in  t^e  provinces, 
or  on  their  border*,  had  acknowledged  them- 
tetves  to  be  subject  of  the  king  previona  to 
ITBfl,  and  no  tnbe  more  pointedly  than  the 
<nK>rokees.  As  early  as  the  year  1780,  they 
acknowledged  England's  kins  as  their  mon- 
ttch,  and  received  from  the  bands  of  his  en- 
Toy,  Sir  Alexander  Gumming,  a  commander-in- 
,  diief  for  the  Cherokee  nation.  They  sent  a 
deputation  of  chiefs  to  England — "  laid  the 
erown  of  their  nation,  with  the  scalps  of  their 
eneniies  and  feathers  of  glory,  at  his  Ut^esty's 
feet,  as  a  pledge  of  their  loyalty."  They  not 
only  stipulated,  by  treaty,  to  be  the  allies  of 
EngUnd,  in  war  and  peace — bnt,  by  treaty, 
tbey  were  to  surrender  their  own  people  for  a 
▼iolation  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  as  well 
m  Bo^ishmen  who  might  trespass  upon  them. 
By  this  treaty  the  king  acquired  a  rignt  to  give 
ft  title  to  Cherokee  lands,  and  the  Cherokees 
became  individnally  his  snbjccts.  Nor  was 
thnr  dependency  and  subjection  to  Qreat 
Britain  in  any  way  intermpted  for  twenty-five 

When  Qie  disputes  between  the  French  and 
gnglwli,  oonoerning  tbeir  territories  in  Amer- 
ica, brooght  on  war,  the  Cherokees  again  ao- 
kBOwledmd  their  fealty  to  the  kin^  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  thongh,  at  the  termination  of  the 
war,  they  were  sednoed  from  their  allegiance 
hf  die  artifices  of  the  French,  and  by  the  mis- 
eoodnct  of  some  of  onr  people,  yet  the  war 
with  them  ended  in  their  complete  subjugation 
by  Grant,  Montgomery,  and  Stewart  Hostili- 
tiea,  it  is  tme,  ceased  by  treaty,  bnt  they  were 
Aot  treated  with  as  eqnals:  and  the  king  of 
England  re-afflrmed  his  sovereignty  and  juris- 
dktiim  over  them,  but  left  them  in  the  nndis- 
tnrbed  ownpancy  of  their  hunting  gronnds — 
■till  retaining  the  right  to  grant  them,  only 
satiject  to  such  occnpaucy.     And  this  sov- 
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ereignty  and  Jurisdiction  were  exercised  In  va- 
rious ways,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
were  shown  in  the  most  nndeniable  character, 
when,  in  the  war  of  the  revolntion,  the  Ohero- 
keea  obeyed  the  orders  of  England,  and  laid 
waste  the  frontiers  of  the  Carolinas  and  Geor- 
gia. When  the  constancy  of  onr  people  termi- 
nated what  had  been  glorioasly  begun,  by  a 
elorious  peace,  England,  subdued  where  she 
ad  waged  the  war,  surrendered  her  sovereign- 
ty and  jurisdiction  of  every  kind  over  all  the 
people  within  the  boondanes  of  the  tlnit«d 
States.  From  that  moment,  not  only  Georjna, 
but  every  State  in  the  confederacy,  where  In- 
dians were,  asserted,  by  their  legislation,  a 
jurisdiction  over  them  and  their  lands ;  and, 
until  very  recently,  notwithstanding  the  natnre 
of  the  interoonrse  l>etween  the  tribes  and  the 


tween  that  tritie  and  the  Dnited  States.  The 
weaknees,  however,  of  snch  a  pretence  shall 
be  shown,  when  the  proviwons  or  those  treaties 
shall  be  examined,  as  they  will  be  before  I  oon- 

Tbe  Jurisdiction,  sir,  of  which  I  speak,  did 


gronnds,  withonC  a  cause,  and  withoat  ci 
sation ;  bnt  it  was  exercised,  as  it  had  Eieen 
done  by  England,  in  preventing  them  from 
selling  any  of  their  lands  without  permission 
from  the  States — thongh  they  were  granted  by 
the  States  without  consnlting  the  tribes,  and 
the  grantees  took  their  titles,  disburdened  of 
every  lien  or  encumbrance  except  Indian  occu- 
pancy. The  Btates  claimed,  and  without  any 
exception  the  Indians  acknowledged  they  had 
a  pre-emption  of  their  lands.  The  States  reg- 
ulated their  trade ;  and  this  without  treaty 
stipolations.  but  in  virtue  of  the  anthori^  to 
do  HO,  whicn  the  Indians  had  conceded  to  Eng- 
land. The  States  pnnished  them  for  violations 
of  law,  whether  committed  within  the  territo- 
ry which  had  been  reduced  praotioally  under 
their  police,  or  without  it.  AJid,  in  short,  the 
jurisdiction  was  asserted  in  every  particalar, 
and  nothing  was  left  to  the  Indians  tint  an  au- 
thority over  each  other,  which,  as  savages, 
they  bad  exercised,  and  whioli,  in  our  then 
condition,  it  was  inoonvenient  to  the  States  to 
assume.  This  jurisdiction  was  asserted  by 
Massachusetts  as  early  as  1679;  and  the  In- 
diuis'  right  to  land  in  that  "jurisdiction,"  was 
limited  by  statute  to  snch  as  they  had  "pos- 
sessed, imnroved,  and  subdned."  At  the  same 
time,  the  Indians'  right  to  sell  land  was  prohib- 
ited, by  severe  penalties,  withoat  "license  from 
that  conrt,"  Nor  were  they  permitted  to 
"  make  grants  for  a  term  of  years."  All  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  that  province  was  forbid- 
den, noder  the  penalty  of  a  oonflacation  of  tbe 
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merchandise,  "  becaoee  the  trade  of  fcra  with 
the  Indians  in  this  jarisdiction  doth  properly 
belong  ra  the  commonwealth."  And  his  ei- 
cellenoy  the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of  his 
conncil,  was  empowered  to  "  appoint  and  com- 
missionat«  discreet  persona,  within  seyeral  parts 
of  this  province,  to  have  the  inspection  and 
more  partionlar  care  and  govemnient  of  the 
Indians  in  their  respective  plantations ;  and  to 
have,  use,  and  exercise  the  power  of  a  jostice 
of  the  peace  over  them,  in  all  matters,  civil 
and  cnniinal,  as  well  for  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mining pleas  between  partj  and  partj,  and  to 
award  execation  thereon,  as  for  examining, 
hearing,  and  ponisbing  of  crinunal  offences, 
acoordmg  to  tne  acts  and  laws  of  this  prov- 
ince, so  far  aa  the  power  of  a  jnstioe  does  ex- 
tend ;  as  also  to  nominate  and  appoint  consta- 
bles and  other  proper  and  neoesgary  officers 
among  them." 

It  wonld  onlj  have  been  discreet,  too,  in  gen- 
tlemen from  Maaaachnsetts,  Uaine,  Oonnecticnt, 
and  New  Tork,  who  have  zealonslj  distin- 
gnished  Ihemaelves  by  opposition  to  the  meaanre 
now  before  ns,  to  have  examined  more  minutely 
than  thej  appear  to  have  done,  into  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  claimed  bj  the 
States  over  Indians  hving  in  their  limits,  If 
thej  had  done  so,  it  is  reasonable  to  think  that 
the  fear  of  the  re-action  of  their  reproaches 
iwunst  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  having  ex- 
omded  the  Cberokees  from  giving  testimony, 
bat  in  certain  oaaes,  in  her  courts,  would  have 
restrtdned  them  from  tbe  free  indnlgenoe  of 
their  regrets  in  that  reaard.  Sir,  in  the  State 
Just  mentioned,  as  the  hw  stands  at  this  day, 
the  evidence  of  an  Indian,  though  sustained  by 
strong  "coocnrring  circnmatancea,  amonnting 
to  a  nigh  presumption,"  in  the  only  casein 
which  an  Indian  is  permitted  by  statute  to  tes- 
tify, is  nullifled  by  the  accused,  if  he  will  but 
swear  the  accosation  to  be  untrue.  Nay,  sir, 
so  far  is  this  inrisdietion  carried  by  Mas^ohu- 
setta,  that  a  devise  of  real  estate  by  an  Indian 
was,  and  is  to  this  day,  nnll  and  void;  and  go 
nnintermptedhaBbeen  the  paternal  snperiotend- 
ence  of  that  State  over  these  children  of  the 
forest,  whohavebeoncruelly  subjected  to  laws, 
nnder  which  at  least  their  numbers  have  not 
increased,  though  admirably  calculated  to  give 
h^pinesB,  strength,  and  respectability  to  ueir 
masters,  tiiat,  as  late  aa  ISOd,  we  find  statutory 
guardians  appointed  to  have  the  care  and  over- 
sight of  said  Indians  and  their  property,  with 
ftall  power  to  snperinteod  the  same.  ^  con~ 
veyances  by  them  of  lands  in  fee,  or  for  a  term 
of  years,  are  declared  to  be  "utterly  void,  and 
of  none  effect,  except  approved  by  their  guar- 
dians." And,  by  a  statute  passed  in  1810,  so 
wholesome  has  been  the  operation  of  Uassa- 
chusetts  legislation  npon  the  morals  and  in- 
orease  of  the  Indians  within  her  limita,  and  so 
carefully  have  they  assured  to  them  the  rights 
of  freemen,  that  no  action  can  be  sustained  "  in 
any  conrt  of  law  in  that  commonwealth,  where 
an  Indian  is  a  plaintiff,  unless  the  wiginal  will 
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be  endorsed  by  two  or  more  of  thdr  gnar- 

While,  sir,  I  am  npon  the  subject  of  Uasso- 
chnsetts  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians,  permit 
me  to  remind  those  of  her  citizens  representing 
her  in  this  Eoose,  and  who  are  so  tender  <rf 
Cherokee  rights,  that  their  State  has  distin- 
guished itaelf  by  one  memorable  instance  of  pun- 
ishment for  adenial  of  her  sovereignty  over  the 
Lidians.  The  name  of  Roger  Williams  is  fiar 
miliar  to  the  ears  of  gentlemen  from  the  East ; 
and  the  memory  of  the  man  is  dear  to  all  who 
love  to  trace  the  beginning  of  that  Christian  lib- 
erty which  is  now  exhibiting  itself  in  triumph 
in  every  part  of  Europe,  and  which  we  so  fiilly 
enjoy,  for  he  was  among  the  foremost,  ^not 
the  first,  of  those  men  in  England  or  Aminca, 
who  welt  understood,  and  were  bold  enough  to 
preach  Christian  toleration.  Williams,  however, 
was  a  politician  as  welt  as  theologian ;  and 
though  there  was  much  contention  concerning 
his  orthodoxy,  which  exposed  him  to  persecu- 
tion, his  life  will  bear  me  folly  ont  in  the  decla- 
ration that  he  would  never  have  been  banished, 
if,  in  the  zeal  for  Indian  rights,  he  bad  not  said 
that  the  charter  of  MaasachusettA  was  good  for 
nothing,  as  the  soil  and  Bovereign^  were  not 
purchiued  fl'om  the  Indians,  Nduter  threats 
nor  persuasions  could  prevwl  upon  him  to  re- 
frain ftom  the  promulgation  of  this  political 
opinion;  and  the  ma^strates  of  the  common- 
wealth combated  it  in  the  shortest  way,  by  a 
sentence  of  banishment.    Sir,  the  State  of  Geor- 

e'a  claims  at  tbe  hands  of  the  del^ation  from 
assachosetts,  in  her  present  controversy,  the 
benefit  of  this  instance  of  the  exercise  of  her 
sovereignty;  and  leaves,  for  their  consolation, 
the  reflections  which  may  I>e  drawn  from  the 
remembrance  that  the  jurisdiction  over  the  In- 
diana within  her  limits,  for  which  she  contends, 
is  sanctioned  by  the  persecution  of  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  on  acount  of  his  denial  of  it  to  Uassachn- 

Conneddcot,  too,  sir,  was  not  behind  her 
eldest  sister  in  the  assertion  of  her  jurisdiction 
and  sovereignty  over  the  Indians  within  her 
chartered  limits ;  and  we  find  her  early  declar- 
ing "that  all  lands  in  this  Government  are 
holden  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  lord 
of  the  fee;  and  that  no  title  to  any  lands  in  thia 
colony  can  accrue  by  any  parcbase  made  of  In- 
dians, on  pretence  of  their  being  native  pro- 
prietors thereof^  withont  the  allowance  and  ap- 
probation of  this  Assembly."  She  restruned 
and  regulated  trade  with  tiiem  as  she  pleased; 
and  directed  her  selectmen  to  endeavor  to  as- 
semble tbe  Indiana  annually,  "  and  acquaint 
them  with  the  laws  of  the  Government  for  the 
lunisbment  of  such  immoralities  as  they  m^ 
«  guilty  of,  and  make  them  sensible  that  ther 
>re  not  exempted  from  the  penalties  of  snch 
laws,  any  more  than  his  M^eaty's  other  sutyects 
in  the  colony  are."  Purcbasea  of  lands  from 
the  Indiana,  "  under  color  or  pretence  of  such 
Indiana  being  tbe  proprietora  of  ssdd  lands  by 
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*  Dsti  ve  righ  t:,"witlioatleaveA'om  Ihe  Aasembl;, 
■re  forbidden  under  severe  penalties.  The  te»- 
timony  of  an  Indian,  thoogh  saBtained  hj  st 
dreimutanoM,  la  of  no  avail,  if  the  accused  will 
but  Bwear  to  his  innooence.  And,  notnithBtaod- 
ing  Oonnectiont,  bj  her  representatives  on  this 
floor,  ramooBtntes  agunst  an^  civil  Jurisdic- 
tion over  tha  Oherokeee  hj  the  Stat«  of  Qeor- 
gia,  her  legiaUtoni,  in  1608,  and  onlj  so  far 
bK^  •■  18SI,  passed  acta  sabjectiDg  Indians  in 
faer  limits  to  the  uune  pnnisbments  as  are  to  be 
inflieted  npon  white  men  who  ma;  transgrees 
her  UwB ;  and  the  regnlstjon  of  their  property 
■nd  p«raoiu  is  committed  to  that  kind  gnanliaii- 
■hip  which  their  di^aded  condition  requires, 
and  withoat  which  the;  would  be  constcat 
TiettDii  tA  impo^tioo. 

Bir,  I  pass  over  the  laws  of  Uaine,  New 
Hampohire,  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
qrlrania,  ICaryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
■nd  South  Carolina,  in  all  of  which  jarisdicdos 
and  BDvereignty  over  the  Indians  in  tlieir  re- 
qwctive  limits  are  aaserted,  as  well  before  the 
revtdation  as  aEter  it,  and  practised  to  the  sres- 
eot  day;  and,  though  the  ^ntleman  from  New 
York  (Ur.  Btobbs)  has,  bj  his  manner  of  ar- 
'ng  tiiia  qaestion,  sabjeoted  the  State  which 
repreaenta,  in  part,  to  some  animadvermon, 
■ad  himaeir  to  reproof  I  will  content  mjiBelf 
Willi  remarking  that  no  StAte  in  the  Union  has 
more  positiTel;  insisted  npon  her  sovereigntj 
over  Indiaoe,  and  their  lands  within  her  limits, 
ttiao  New  York ;  and  that  her  civil  Jurisdiction 
over  Uieir  nersona,  both  bj  the  decision  of  her 

'  eoortfl  and  her  statutes,  is  affirmed  in   the 

aaongest  terms,  as  well  over  those  Indians  who 
have  not  ceded  their  lands  to  that  State,  as  over 
thoM  who  have :  and  this,  notwithstanding  the 
estaUishment  b;  the  Indians  of  a  Government 
fbr  themselves,  claiming  to  be  independent  of 
that  8tate^  as  the  Cherokees  do  of  Qoorgia^  and 
Uw  existence  of  treaties  between  those  Indians 
sod  Ute  United  States,  containing  the  same  as- 
snrsnoea  of  protection  and  guaranties  of  terri- 
tory, which,  it  is  said  hj  gentlemen  on  this 
floor,  make  the  Cherokees  a  distinct  and  in- 
d(f>eiideat  nadon.  Nor,  sir,  shoold  we  have 
heard  a  denial  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
over  Indians  within  their  limits,  if  the  too 
xealons  anxie^  of  gentlemen  to  dafbat  the  ad- 
tniniatration,  m  this  prominent  point  of  its 
poUof,  had  not  canaed  an  oblivion  in  their 
mindt  of  the  political  histor;  of  onr  conntry. 
We  have  the  reoorda  to  ediow  that  this  clum  of 
Jwriadtcdoa  was  eolleotively  admitted  bj  the 
Stales,  firom  the  beginning  of  their  first  con- 
fodaracj  DDtU  after  tiie  adoption  of  the  present 
ttHM^itBtioa ;  and  it  will  be  for  those  opposed 
to  na  to  prove  when,  how,  and  by  what  Btatea, 

'  it  baa  been  surrendered  to  the  United  States. 

Te  call  for  tha  convention,  agreement,  the 

I  direct  cLuse  in  the  constitotion,  bj  which  it  is 

^cn  up;  or  for  an;  other  which,  b;  inference 

I  or  oonstrnction,  can  take  it  away. 

I  When  a  petition  from  a  part  of  Virginia  woa 

I  hid  before  Congress,  on  the  let  of  Jane,  ITTfi, 


'  intimating  "  fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians, 
on  aocoont  of  Lord  Dnnmore's  conduct,"  and 
desiring  commissioners  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Indians  at  Pittsburg,  it  was  ordered  "tiiat 
the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates  of  the 
colonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,"  Nor 
were  there  any  subsequent  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  it,  without  the  consent  and  co-operatioa 
of  those  States.  In  less  than  six  weeks.  Con- 
gress, aware  of  the  efforts  made  by  Snglish 
emissaries  to  excite  the  ludinastotakeup  arms 
agdnst  the  ooloniea,  took  such  steps  as  the  ex- 
igency required,  to  secure  their  fnendship  and 
neutrality ;  and  three  Indian  departments  were 
formed — the  Northern,  Uiddle^  and  Southern, 
But  in  none  of  their  subsequent  measures  waa 
the  Jorisdiction  of  States,  over  Indians  in  their 
limita,  in  uiy  way  infracted.  And  the  first  proof 
in  support  of  the  declarntion  I  have  made,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on 
the  SdNovember,  1TS2,  when  adepotationfrom 
the  Catawba  tribe  u^^  Congress  to  secure  to 
them  certain  lands  in  Sooth  Carolina,  to  pre- 
serve them  troxa  being  "  intruded  into  by  force, 
and  not  to  be  alienated,  even  with  their  own 
consent."  Congress  knowing  where  the  juris- 
diction waa, 

Sttolvd,  "  That  It  be  recommended  to  the  Le^ 
isUture  of  South  Carolina  to  take  such  meMorea  for 
the  saUa&ction  tod  security  of  the  sud  »ibe,  as  the 
■aid  Legislature  shall,  in  their  visdom,  think  BL" 

And  for  the  particular  information  of  the    . 

RenUeman  &om  New  York,  (Hr.  Stobbs,)  that 
he  ma;  hereafter  know  the  true  ground  of  that 
State's  jurisdiction  over  Indians  within  her 
limits,  and,  in  his  futnre  discusdons  of  this 
subject,  either  privately  or  in  this  House,  that 
he  may  not  mistake,  and  mistake  it  to  be  from 
voluntary  oonoesaions  by  Indians  to  the  State,  I 
refer  him  to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress, Uay  Ist,  1782,  and  ask  to  be  permitted 
to  read  it  : 

1st.  "  It  clearly  appeared  to  your  eonunittee,  that 
sH  the  lands  belan^og  to  the  ^  Nations  of  In- 
dians, and  thrar  tribatariet,  have  been,  in  due  form, 
pat  under  the  protection  of  ths  crown  of  En^and, 


diction  only." 

Sd.  "  That  the  citizens  of  the  said  colony  of  Now 
York  have  borne  the  burdep,  both  as  to  blood  and 
treasure,  of  protecting  and  supporting  the  aaid  Six 
NatiOBS  of  Indiana,  and  their  tributaries,  for  apmrds 
of  one  hundred  yean  last  past,  as  the  dependents 
and  allies  of  the  laid  Govemmeiit.'' 

Sd.  "That  the  crown  of  England  has  alirays  con- 
tidered  and  treated  tbe  country  o(  the  said  eii  Ka- 
tioos,  and  their  tributaries,  Inhabiting  as  far  U 
the  rortj-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  as  append- 
ant to  the  Goveroment  of  Keir  York." 

4th.  "That  the  neigbboriag  colonies  of  Uassachu- 
setts,  Coaaecticut,  Fennsvlvaaia,  HaryUod,  and  Vir- 
ginia, hare,  also,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  pnblio 
acts,  recognized,  and  admitted  the  nid  Six  National 
and  their  tributariea,  to  be  appendant  to  the  Oor- 
of  New  York."       i 
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And,  as  a  farther  reasoa  for  accepting  the 
cessioD  of  laad  f^om  the  State  of  Nen'  York,  to 
which  this  report  related,  it  is  c<Hiclnd«d  in 
theae  remarkatile  words :  "  That,  by  Congress 
accepting  this  cession,  the  JDrisdictioa  or  the 
whole  western  territory,  hefonging  to  the  Six 
Nations  and  tieir  tributaries,  will  be  vested  in 
the  United  States,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Union."  Words  plainly  showing  the  Juris- 
diction to  be  in  the  State,  and  the  State's  right 
to  transfer  it.  Nor,  sir,  mnst  it  be  said  that 
these  repeated  reci^nitions  by  Congress  of  the 
States'  /nrisdictioa  over  Indians  within  tlieir 
limits,  was  owing  to  the  terms  in  which  that 
part  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation 
giving  to  Congress  "the  sole  and  excluBive 
right  and  power  of  regulating  the  trade  and 
managing  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  States,"  is  expressed ;  for  the 
article  is  no  more  than  the  concession,  embodied, 
of  the  States'  jurisdiction :  and  the  care  with 
which  it  was  intended  to  be  retained  by  the 
States,  is  shown,  by  Oongreas  only  having  con- 
ceded to  it  the  power  to  regnlate  trade  and 
manage  all  atfurs  "  with  the  Indians  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  States,"  and  this,  too,  "  pro- 
vided the  letpslative  right  of  any  State,  within 
its  own  limits,  be  not  infringed  or  violated." 
Bnt,  in  virtne  of  the  authority  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  States  over  the  Indians.  Congress, 
by  its  proclamation  of  September  3d,  1768,  ex- 
ercised tLie  authority  which  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land had  done,  in  prohibiting  settiements  and 
forbidding  porchases  of  lands  inhabited  or 
claimed  by  Indians,  "  without  the  limits  or  jn- 
risdiction  of  any  particolar  State."  When  it 
became  necessary  to  prepare  an  ordiaance  for 
regolating  the  Indian  trade,  Congress  exhibited 
the  same  commendable  cantion  in  regard  to  the 
States'  jurisdiction  over  Indians  in  meir  limits, 
by  reeolvins  "  that  the  preceding  measores  of 
Ck)ngreas  rdative  to  Indian  affairs  shall  not  be 
constraed  to  affect  the  territorial  claims  of  any 
of  the  States,  or  their  legislative  rights,  within 
their  limits."  Bnt  why,  sir,  should  I  &tigue 
myself  and  exhanst  the  patience  of  this  Honse, 
hj  citing  additional  proots  of  what  was  the 
universsT  apprehension  of  the  jurisdiction  pos- 
sessed by  the  States  over  Indians  and  their 
lands  ?  Those  who  are  carious  in  this  matter, 
will  see,  by  oousulting  the  Journals  of  the  con- 
vention, how  repeatedly,  in  framing  the  articles 
of  confederation^it  wasBcltnowledged,  There  is 
enongh,  ur,  to  shield  the  State  of  Geor^  from 
the  impntation  of  setting  ap  any  novel  preten- 
aion  in  her  claim  of  junsdioHon  over  the  Cher- 
oltees,  and  their  lands  lying  in  the  State,  and 
pnrauing  the  conrw  to  which  she  has  been 
urged  by  drcnmstanoei,  regardless  of  what  may 
be  said  of  her.  The  State  is  prepared  to 
muntain  the  position  she  has  taken,  ag^nst  any 
coercion  which  may  be  attempted,  and  her 
fanotionaries  are  ready  to  defend  her  rights  be- 
fore any  tribunal  by  which  they  can  be  consti- 
tationally  investigated.  We  ask  for  no  more 
thaa  other  States  nave  and  oontinae  to  exeroise, 
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without  having  their  claims  of  Jarisdiation  over 
■  the  Indians  in  their  limits  questioned ;  and  our 
authority,  proceeding  from  the  same  oornmon 
fonnttdn,  we  shall  not  permit  to  be  lessened,  or 
any  restraint  to  be  imposed  apon  its  exercise. 
Repeated  calumnies  agdnst  the  State  have 
tanght  her  people  to  b^,  with  ^gnity,  every 
dander  upon  its  honor :  andit  isonrpiidethBl, 
though,  in  the  many  oontrovernee  we  have 
had,  she  has  been  misjudged  in  the  commence- 
ment, the  State  has  never  claimed  a  political 
or  territorial  right  which  has  not  been  con- 
ceded; and  time  has  uniformly  given  to  her 
the  vantage  gronnd  of  vindication  in  Hie  otm- 
tention. 

Where  proo&of  this  jurisdiction  in  the  Statca 
are  so  plain  and  numerous,  as  well  historical  aa 
political^  it  becomes  necessary  for  those  who 
Bastain  it,  to  notice  the  grounds  upon  which  it 
is  denied.  I  shall  state  them  fuUy,  bo  far  aa 
they  have  been  urged  in  this  debate,  and  by 
those  out  of  this  House,  who  have  distingaished 
themselves  in  exciting  public  opinion  against 
the  policy  proposed  by  the  bill  on  your  tahle. 
It  is  said,  in  behalf  of  Indian  independence  geo- 
erally,  that,  as  early  as  1768,  the  £ing  issued  a 
proclamation,  forbidding  settiements  to  be  msde 
upon  any  lands  whatever,  "  which,  not  hsviog 
been  ceded  or  purohased,  were  reserved  to  the 
Indians."  And  in  support  of  Cherokee,  Chick- 
asaw, Choctaw,  and  Creek  nationality  and  sep- 
arate existence  ironi  the  States  and  tiie  United 
States,  certain  treaties  between  those  tribes  and 
the  United  States  are  cited  as  evidence.  Nov, 
wr,  it  unfortunately  ht^pens,  for  those  who 
have  snch  futh  in  the  royal  oidinance  of  1TS3, 
that  it  asserts  dominion  over  the  Indians  in 
terms,  and  merely  reserves  to  them  the  un- 
molested occupancy  of  their  "  hunting  grounds." 
"  Whereas  it  is  jest  and  reasonable,  and  essen- 
tial to  our  interest  and  the  security  of  oar  col- 
onies, that  tbe  several  nations  or  tribes  of  In- 
dians with  whom  we  are  connected,  and  who 
live  nnder  onr  protection,  should  not  be  mo- 
lested or  distmrl)ed  in  the  possesion  of  such 
parts  of  onr  dominions  and  territories  as,  not 
bavins  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  us,  are  re- 
served to  theni,  or  any  of  them,  as  their  hunt- 
ing grounds,"  is  the  langoage  of  the  proclama- 
tion. Here  is  ttie  assertion  of  jurisdiotioa,  aod 
it  is  followed  by  a  command  to  one  class  of 
subjects  not  to  disturb  another.  If,  at  that  day, 
any  one  of  his  Uatesty's  liege  snbjects  in  the 
colonies  had  used  this  proclamation  as  thd  bssis 
of  Indian  independence,  to  the  exclusion  of 
England's  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  had  promulgated  his  doctrine,  his 
career  would  soon  have  been  stopped  by  a  visit 
from  the  King's  attorney,  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
formation, to  answer  for  sedition — if  he  hsd 
not,  in  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces,  been  msde 
to  share,  in  a  more  snmmary  manner,  the  fat« 
of  Boger  Williams.  Bani^unent,  sir,  would 
have  been  a  tender  mercy  for  sue))  political 
heresy.  In  the  sncoeeding  paragraph  of  the 
"  royal  ordinance  "  to  that  which  lias  Jost  been 
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eited,  forbid^ns  Mttlamenta  upon  lodian  hont- 
ing  grQnnds,  the  King  declareB  it  "  to  be  our 
royu  will  and  plewnre,  for  the  present,  t«  re- 
aerre  nnder  our  sovereign  protection  and  do- 
miDioD,  for  the  use  of  the  aud  Indians,  all  the 
Uads  and  territories  not  included  within  the 
limits  of  onr  said  three  new  Oovernments." 
Soeh,  eir,  is  the  eapport  given  to  Indian  inde- 
pendence by  the  proclamation  of  1788  ;  and, 
with  this  plain  assertion  of  soTereignty  by  the 
King,  I  am  waiTant«d  in  sapposing  that  gentle- 
tnen  oonid  never  have  arrayed  it  in  support  of 
their  caose.  If,  la  their  haste  to  defeat  the  bill 
under  consideration,  they  had  not  overlooked 
tlie  oontenta  of  this  "  royal  ordinance  "  and 
eotser-atone  of  Indian  independence.  Bnt  the 
•faong  ground  npon  which  Indian  independence, 
Mid  that  of  the  Oherokees  particularly,  is 
^M»d,  an  the  treaties  existing  between  the 
Daited  States  and  those  bibee,  entered  into  be- 
fore and  rinee  the  ad(^tion  of  the  present  con- 
stitalioD.  I  shall  take  np  the  gaantlet  which 
hM  been  thrown  down  by  the  opposition  In 
behalf  of  the  Cherokee  indej>endence,  and  am 
wilUng  to  make  the  treaty  stipnlations  between 
that  tribe  and  the  United  States  the  test  of  the 
Jnnadiotion  of  the  States  over  Indians  living  in 


Hm  aasomption  in  behalf  of  the  Gherokees  is, 
that  they  are  «a  independent  people,  having  a 
piriitical  sovereignty  over,  and  title  in  fee  to, 
the  Isnda  wht(£  they  claim;  that  they  are 
neither  sabordinate  to  the  ITnit^  States,  nor 
salject  tothe  Jnriadictionof  any  of  the  States  in 
whkh  they  live ;  that  Aey  have  a  right  to 
form  a  Gorernment,  which  shall  act  not  only 
opon  themselves,  but  npon  citizens  of  the 
CnitedStateawboma^  transgress  its  laws;  and 
that  they  have  the  ability  to  establish  snoh  re- 
lations between  themselves  and  the  United 
Stite^  in  fntnre,  as  their  interest  or  oonven- 
ieoM  may  dictate.  This  independence  is  based- 
npon  trefttiee  withtheUnited^t«8;  and  those 
of  Hopewell  and  Holston  are  principdly  relied 
npon  in  support  of  it ;  the  seventh  article  in 
the  latt«r  bein^  a  gnaranty  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  all  their  lands  not  ceded.  The  objeot 
whkli  I  now  have  in  view  is,  to  prore,  withoot 
any  referenoe  to  the  authority  which  Georgia 
maj  exert  over  them,  that  the  Oherokees,  cv 
th^  own  ooneessions  in  the  treaties  mentioned, 
an  debarred  from  establishing  sach  a  Govem- 
moit  aa  now  exists  among  them ;  and,  ofconse- 
qoeiue,  that  they  are  not  an  independent  peo- 
ple, and  can  have  no  attribQt«  of  a  nation.  The 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  deprives 
the  Cherokees  of  the  power  of  ptmishing  In- 
diana, or  persons  residing  among  them,  or  who 
shall  take  refuge  in  their  nation,  for  robbery, 
nmrder.  or  other  ct^ital  crime,  on  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States;  and  bindsthemto  deliver 
the  offender,  to  be  pnnished  according  to  her 
laws.    And,  by  the  seventh  article,  they  have 


at&noes  Jost  named  upon  an  lodian.    By  the 
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ninth  article,  the  United  States  have  the  exdn- 
sive  right  of  regnlating  the  trade  with  the  In- 
diana, and  of  mana^Bg  all  their  affairs  in  snch 
manner  as  they  think  proper.  The  same  power 
is  in  the  United  States  by  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Holston ;  and  by  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  articles  of  the  same  treaty,  the  Chero- 
kees are  bonnd  to  deliver  np  criminals,  refigeee 
as  well  aa  Indians ;  and  the  United  States  re- 
serves the  right  to  punish  its  own  citizens  who 
shall  commit  crimes  on  Cherokee  land.  It 
mnst  be  kept  in  mind  that,  by  the  first  and 
third  treaties  of  Tetlico,  the  treaties  before  ex- 
isting between  the  parties  are  declared  to  be 
in  force,  t^^ther  with  the  coDstniction  and  nsage 
nnder  their  respective  articles,  and  so  to  con- 
tinne  ;  and  the  sixth  article  of  the  first  treaty 
of  Tellico  is  a  repetition  of  the  gnaranty  to  the 
Oherokees  of  the  remainder  of  thdr  conntrj 
forever.  Is  it  consistent,  then,  with  snoh  pow- 
ers aa  are  conceded  by  the  treaties  of  Hope- 
well and  Holston  to  the  United  States,  that  the 
Oherokees  shall  form  a  Qovemment,  virtaally 
exclnding  the  operation  of  any  action  of  the 
United  States  npon  Cherokee  concemst — a 
Government  which  legislates  for  the  punish- 
ment, by  their  own  conrts,  of  the  reftigees  and 
criminals  whom,  by  treaty,  they  are  bound  to 
enrrender,  to  be  pnnished  according  to  the  lavre 
of  the  United  States,  the  onlyinstance  in  which 
they  are  permitted  to  pnnish  a  citizen  being 
where  persons  intrude  upon  their  lands  without 
their  consent :  a  Government  which  taxes  the 
licensed  trader,  and  forces  a  revenue  from  the 
vender  of  merchandise,  when  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive right  to  regulate  their  trade  is  in  the 
United  States ;  which  inflicts  the  scoorge  upon 
the  backs  of  your  people,  regardless  of  their 
cries  that  they  are  American  citizens,  and  of 
the  remoDstfances  of  yonr  agent,  who,  by  treaty, 
lives  among  them  to  protect  them  from  abnse, 
and  our  own  people  from  that  ernelty  which,  in 
the  face  of  our  institutions,  permits  polygamy 
OB  a  fit  indulgence  for  their  chieft  and  rnlers, 
and  twists  a  halter  aronnd  the  neck  of  every 
Indian  who  dares  to  enroll  his  name  as  an  emi- 
grant, or  who  attempts  to  persuade  others  to 
become  so. 

If  the  Cherokees  have  a  right  to  establish  an 
independent  Government,  they  are  disanlted 
from  the  United  States  as  well  as  the  States, 
and  can  enter  into  alliances  with  foreign  na- 
tions, except  so  far  as  they  may  be  restrained 
by  their  treaties  with  the  United  States.  But 
even  this  badge  of  sovereignty,  and  without 
which  a  people  cannot  exist  as  a  nation,  was 
surrendered  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Holston.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  welt  for  gen- 
tlemen, before  they  had  chanted  their  strains 
of  Cherokee  virtae,  happiness,  simplicity,  and 
independence,  to  have  acquainted  themselves 
with  the  true  position  of  that  tribe,  aa  fiied  by 
treaties,  and  with  their  moral  condition  as  a 
people.  And  it  is  not  amiss  for  me  now  to  in- 
quire if  their  violations  of  the  trealiea,  by  the 
estafaUabment  of  a  Government  which  puts  aude 
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lesaione  to  the  United  States,  have 
ed  the  latter  from  all  obligation  to 
he  guaranty  of  their  territory.  I  havo 
tion  to  conceal  the  fact,  that,  in  the 
ith  this  tribe,  there  are  ezpreBsioiu 
m  to  coontenance  the  assumption  that 
an  independent  people.  But  when 
1  in  connection  with  their  conces- 
r  geographical  position  to  the  United 

the  State  of  Georgia,  and  to  Spain, 
lisianaiuid  the  Flori das  were  acquired 
se  eipres^oDS  indicate  no  more  than 
a  which  our  Government  uaed  to  pre- 
idations  npon  our  frontiers  by  a  horde 
,  and  an  admission  that  they  should 
»  live  upon  their  hunting  grounds 
1,  and  in  the  darkness  of  their  own 
UB  and  savage  laws,  until,  by  the  force 
unple  and  aid,  they  could  throw  off 
age. 

B  heard  it  relied  npon,  too,  that,  in 
;ieB,  the  tribes  are  called  nations;  and 
the  word,  from  its  ordinary  accepta- 
t«d,  as  the  opposition  know,  to  mis- 
>na  in  general  as  to  what  was  the 
bwacter  of  the  tribes  in  the  appre- 

the  United  States,  when  they  were 
th.     At  first,  it  would  imply  the  con- 

a  separate  and  national  existence. 
9  not  do  so;  and  that  it  may  not  do 
:e  the  ^d  of  Bobertson,  the  historian, 
wn  the  interpretation  ^ren  to  the 
''William  Fenn"  and  his  coadjntors 
ouse — and  the  historian's  authority 
it  be  considered  entitled  to  an  equal- 
ght  with  those  who  may  have  the 
)  set  themselves  up  agdnst  him.  In 
book,  under  the  head  of  the  Indiana 
led  ioto  small  commnnities,  he  sajs: 
ica,  the  word  nation  is  not  of  the 


ir  three  hundred  persons,  but 
'inces  greater  than  some  kingdoms  m 

The  aucceeding  part,  of  the  para- 
rhich  the  philosophic  historian  denies 
ship  of  lands  in  the  Indiana,  is  also 
(led  to  the  perusal  of  such  as  assert 
ay  will  take  kindly,  I  trust,  my  inti- 
at  the  whole  chapter,  having  some 

with  this  su^'ect,  will  interest  them. 

question  of  Cherokee  independence 
■ht  of  self-government,  of  entire  free- 
State  jurisdiction,  may  bo  resisted  by 
vaments  than  inferences  from  treaties 
Inited  States,  which,  upon  a  full  ei- 
of  the  constitutional  elficacy  of  trea- 
le  powers  given  to  the  United  States 
lem,  will  be  found  can  neither  give 
iway  any  right  of  an  Indian.  This 
■y  constated,  originally,  of  5tat«a  de- 
r  political  existence  from  their  joint 
lOt  independence,  and  the  subsequent 
gment,  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
were  free,  sovereign,  and  independ- 
;  and  England,  in  these  remarkable 


[Hay,  ISSa 

;  words  in  the  treaty,  relinquishes  to  Qieni,  as 
'individual  States,  "all  claims  to  the  GoTem- 
ment,  propriety,  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same  and  every  part;  thereof."  Their  boundaries 
were  declared  in  their  charters,  or  grants;  and 
in  the  collective  declaration  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  the  bonndaries  of  the  United  States, 
those  which  each  State  claimed  for  itself  are 
comprehended.  Within  the  boundariesof  these 
States,  Indian  tribes  lived,  having  hunting 
growiaB  reserved  for  their  use,  and  of  which 
they  could  not  be  deprived  bat  by  their  own 
consent,  and  for  a  price. 

By  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  the  right 
to  regulate  the  trade  and  to  manage  all  affairs 
with  the  Indians  not  members  of  anyoftbe 
States,  was  given  to  the  United  States.  The 
readiest  mode  of  exercising  these  powers  was 
by  treaty ;  and  it  not  being  then  well  nnder- 
stood  what  tribes,  from  their  scattered  condi- 
tion, were  within  the  States,  the  United  States 
negotiated  with  them  without  a  pailicular  ref- 
erence to  this  limitation  of  their  pown^,  and 
without  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  location  of 
the  tribes ;  the  ox^eocies  of  the  States  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britdn,  making  it  essential 
tliat  their  friendship  and  partiality  ahonld  be 
secured.  But,  after  the  war,  the  common  dan- 
ger  no  longer  menacing  the  existence  of  the 
States,  no  sooner  did  the  United  States  moke  a 
treaty  with  any  tribe  of  Indians,  than  the  States 
began  to  look  into  its  provi^ons  to  see  if  they 
were  conustent  with  the  grant  of  power  to 
"  regulate  the  trade  and  manage  all  afiairs  with 
the  Indians  not  members  of  any  of  the  States," 
The-  treaty  of  Hopewell,  with  tlie  Cherokees, 
was  at  once  protested  against  by  North  Caroli- 
na, for  its  invasion  of  their  legislative  rights. 
A  proteat,  in  such  a  case,  was  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary, especially  as  the  United  States  did  not, 
by  legislation,  attempt  to  enforce  those  clauses 
of  the  treaty  which  were  noxious  to  the  rights 
of  tlie  protesting  States.  It  must  be  kept  m 
mind  that,  up  rathia  period,  the  United  StatM 
bad  made  no  guaranty  to  the  Cherokees  of  their 
lands.  Thus  matters  stood  between  the  United 
States,  the  States,  and  the  Indians,  nntii  after 
our  present  constitution  had  been  raufied  by  the 
States.  InlT91,tbeUnitcd8tatesmadewiththe 
Cherokees  the  treaty  of  Holston,  and,  by  virtue 
of  a  clause  in  the  constitution,  to  "regulato 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  they  assume 
the  right "  solemnly  to  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee 
nation  all  their  lands  not  hereby  ceded; "  and 
from  this  guaranty  it  is  argued  the  Cherokeea 
are  independent,  having  a  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  free  from  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the 
States.  That  is,  the  right  of  the  United  States 
"toregtilal«  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,"  is  so  expansive  a  power,  that,  be- 
cause commerce  may  be  regulated  by  treaty, 
the  United  States  are  empowered  to  dissolve,  by 
treaty,  aU  the  political  relations  between  the 
States  and  Indians  living  in  their  limits;  to 
make  them  an  indeoendent  people,  with  U 
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■bility  to  form  a  Government  and  Btota  within 
the  acbnowledgedlimits  of  other  SttLt«a,  though, 
bj  the  third  auction  of  the  fonrth  article  of  the 
conatitaCioo,  it  \a  declared,  "no  new  Btate  afaaU 
be  formed  or  erected  within  the  inrisdiction  of 
an7  other  State,  nor  any  Btate  be  formed  by 
the  Jnnetion  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of 
States,  withont  the  consent  of  the  Legialatares 
of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Con- 
greaa."  Sir,  ao  monatrooB  a  concatenation  of 
Gonstmction  it  ii  onl;  hnmane  to  strangle  in 
ita  birth ;  and  I  tmst  it  lies  dead  in  all  its  de- 
fbrmitj. 

Mr.  Thovfsoh,  of  Geor^a,  said  he  had  for- 
borne to  take  np  the  time  of  the  House  io  de- 
lirering  his  views  at  large  on  the  bill,  and  he 
was  therefore  privileged,  he  thonghtj  in  agdn 
demanding  the  previons  qaestion,  (which  would 
of  coarse  pnt  b;  the  amendment.)     Aocord- 

T'eUeia  were  appointed  to  count  the  House, 
who  reported  ninetr-eight  in  favor  of,  and 
ninetj-eight  against  the  previous  question. 
The  Sfeikxb  voted  in  the  affirmative:  so  the 
motion  for  the  previons  qnestion  was  seconded. 

Tlie  previons  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall 
die  main  question  be  now  pat  I "  and  the  votes 
being  ninelf-nine  to  ninetT-nine,  the  SpBAxaa 
voted  with  the  7eaa,  and  decided  the  question 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  tbe  main  qneetion  was  at  last  put,  "  Shall 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time ! "  and  was  decided 
in  ^e  afBrmative  hj  the  following  vote : 

Tkib. — Hessra.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Aader- 
•on,  Anffll,  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
BunweJl,  Bsflor,  Betl,  James  Blair,  John  Blur, 
Boclcee,  Boon,  Borst,  Bouldia,  Brodhesd,  Brown, 
Cambrcleng,  Campbell,  Csrson,  Oiuidler,  Claiborne, 
<a«y.  Coke,  Coleman,  Connar,  Hector  Craig,  Robert 
Ctng,  Crawfoni,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Dtveaport, 
Warrsn  S.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  DrsTton,  Dwight, 
BuO,  :F1ndla7,  Ford,  Foster,  Fr7,  Gaither,  Gilmore, 
Oonloii,  Hall,  Himmoni,  Harve;,  Hajnes,  Hinds, 
Heft»«ji|  Uoirard.  Hubbard,  Isaoka,  JeaaiDgs,  R.  U. 
iaboaoA,  Cave  Joiuuoa,  Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea, 
I«coBpte,  Lofall,  Lewi^  Lumpkin,  Xron,  Uagee, 
Haitin,  Thomas  Uaiwell,  UoCoj,  KcDaOa,  Hcln- 
tire,  lUtchell,  Utwell,  Nockolls,  Overton,  FeUis, 
Folk,  Pou«r,  Powers,  Bamse;,  Rencher,  Roane, 
Seott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Shields,  Speigbt,  Richard 
Spencer,  Sprigg,  Staodifer,  Sterigere,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Treivant,  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Wayne,  'WeekB, 
C.  P.  White,  WickliOe,  WUde,  Yaoeey— lOS. 

"Sktb. — Henra.  AnnBtrong,  Arnold,  Baile;,  Noyes 
"  'er,  Barringet,  Bartle J,  Bates,  Beebmaa,  Bnrges, 
-ID,  Oahoon,  Childi,  Cbiltoa,  Clark,  Condict, 
_..,  _r,Co«les,  Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Grown- 
tasbicld,  John  Davis,  Deberr)',  Denny,  IHckiDBon, 
DoddiidKc,  Dorwy,  Dadlsy,  Donean,  BUawortli, 
George  Evana,  Jadiaa  Evaos,  Bdward  Everett  Hor- 
ses Everet^  Finob,  Fonrard,  Gorham,  Qreen,  Qren- 
BeC,  Hawkins,  HeauihiU,  Hodgas,  Hugfaes,  Hunt, 
Hondn^D,  Ibrie,  iWrsoll,  Tbooiaa  Irwin,  Wm. 
W.  Irvm,  Johns,  Eeadall,  Kennoo,  Einciid,  Adam 
Eini^  Leiper,  L«tcher,  Uallsry,  Uartindale,  Lewis 


Samuel  A.  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Stintierj, 
Stephens,  Henry  R.  Storra,  Wm.  L.  Storrs,  Strong, 
Suttwriand,  Bwaun,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Teat, 
John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Tince,  Vanium,  Tmton, 
WaahingtoD,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  WU- 
liams,  negate,  Toung-— 91. 


Mr.  Stobbb,  of  New  York,  observed,  that, 
ga  the  Senate  would  meet  to-day  as  a  court  of 
impeachment,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  tlie 
answer  of  the  respondent  Judge  Peck,  it  was 
indispensable  that  the  Hoose  come  to  some 
order  immediately  on  the  subject.  He  there- 
fore moved  a  resolution  that  tLe  House  would, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  attend  the  Senate 
during  the  trial  of  James  H.  Peek. 

Mr.  Pirns  aaid,  he  would  like  to  know  some 
reaaona  why  the  House  should  attend  the  Sen- 
ate during  the  trial.  Unless  the  attendance 
were  abs^utely  neoessary,  it  would  be  better 
to  bo  employed  in  the  transaction  of  its  ordi- 
nary business,  and  let  the  managers  appointed 
by  the  House  attend  the  Senate,  and  condnot 
the  prosecution.     If  the  House  adopted  this 


next  session,  and  nothing  else  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Btobbs  observed  that  Utis  resolution  was 
conformable  to  the  usage  of  the  House  on  for- 
mer occasions.  The  House  would  receive,  at 
twelve  o'clock  to-day,  a  message  from  the  Sen- 
ate, that  they  are  readf  to  receive  the  House, 
and  that  seats  are  prepared  for  tbem.  The 
House  would  only  have  to  go  there  to-day,  and 
be  present  while  Judge  Peck  puts  in  his  answer 
to  the  impeachment;  the  House  wiU  come 
back,  and  the  Senate  will  adjonm  as  a  court 
until  the  second  Monday  of  next  seesion.  If 
the  Honse  be  not  present,  the  Senate  oaunot 
receive  the  plea  of  tbe  aocnsed. 

Mr.  Pnria  iaaisted  that  the  presence  of  the 
managers  would  be  sufGcieut,  and  tiiat,  if  the 
Honse  resolved  to  attend  tbe  Senate  during  the 
trial,  there  would  be  littie  other  bu^ess  done 
during  the  next  session. 

Mr.  SuTBKELAND  thou^t  it  wonld  be  wrong 
to  adopt  the  resolution.  It  would  be  verj 
proper  to  go  to  the  Senate  to-day,  and  be  pres- 
ent at  tbe  opening  of  the  oonrt  for  the  impeach- 
ment, and  receiving  the  answer  of  the  accased ; 
but  afterwards,  unless  some  very  pressing  oc- 
casion should  require  it,  the  presence  of  the 
House  would  bo  unnecessary.  The  object  in 
appointing  managers,  was  to  leave  it  to  them 
to  oonduct  the  impeachment.  He  cited  Jeffer- 
son's Manual  to  sustain  his  opinion,  and  moved 
to  modify  the  resolution  so  as  to  provide  that 
tbe  House  wonld  attend  this  day. 

Mr.  Stobbb.  Then  we  shall  n&ve  to  adopt  a 
similar  one  every  day,  as  the  attendance  of  the 
Honse  is  indispensable  U)  tlie  oontiuuauee  of 
the  prosecution. 


i;>:,Coo<^le 


ABRIDGUENT  OF  THX 


H.  or  a] 


Btfeal  Iff  8»U  anf. 


[Hat,  18S0. 


Hr.  Wn-Likiu  said  be  would  like  to  leam 
from  the  Speaker  what  the  practice  ww  to 
Buch  cases. 

The  Bpeucbs  observed  that  every  member 
was  as  competent  to  inform  himself  and  jadge 
as  the  Cbur ;  bat  there  was  no  doubt  the  uni- 
form practice  bad  been  for  the  House  to  be 
present  at  the  trial,  as  the  aocnsera  and  prose- 

Ur.  SroBfie  then  entered  Into  a  somewhat 
detuled  eiaminatioa  of  the  snbject,  in  replj  to 
Uesars.  Pbttis  and  Sctbkkiakd,  to  shon  that 
the  preaence  of  the  House  was  necessary.  The 
appointment  of  managers  was  not  intended  to 
dispense  with  the  presence  of  the  Honse,  bnt, 
merely  to  act  for  the  Hoose,  as  it  would  be  in- 
convenient for  so  large  a  body  to  act  for  itself, 
and  the  maoagers  could  take  no  step  without 
consolting  the  House,  which  most,  therefore,  be 
present. 

Vr,  MoDuiTiB  hoped  hb  friend  from  New 
York  would  remove  the  present  diffloolty  by 
aooepting  the  modification  of  Ur.  Suthsbland, 
and  order  for  future  arrangements  conld  be 
taken  hereafter. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Uessrs.  Ubbobb  and 
SrTaKBi.AiiD,  Mr.  Stobbs  accepted  the  modifi- 
cation, and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Saolted,  That  this  Hoose  win,  this  daj,  at  aach 
hour  u  the  Senate  ahall  appoint,  resolve  iMelf  into 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  altend  in  the  Senate 
on  the  trial  of  tbe  impeaobment  there  pending  of 
James  E.  Feck,  Jndge  of  tbe  district  court  o'  '*"  ~ 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Misaouri. 


KB,  Mr.  Buboes,  Vt.  Taxoxt,  and  Ur.  Bab- 
BiMeBB  took  some  part. 

Finally,  as  by  common  consent,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  reoonslderation  should  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  by  which  time  the  Message,  it 
was  supposed,  wonld  be  printed,  and  in  the 
hands  of  every  member. 
The  question  of  printing  the  report  gave  rise 
'  some  debate,  by  reason  of  the  int^rventjon 
of  the  rule  requiring  one  day's  notice  for  an 
order  for  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  any  doc- 
ument. For  the  present,  under  that  rule,  the 
usual  number  only  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

S«pMl  <!f  Salt  Jhily. 

The  House  prooeoded  to  the  oonsideration  of 
le  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  sot  to  reduoe 
the  duty  on  salt ;"  and  the  queation  was  stated, 
Shall  the  bill  passt  when 

A  motion  was  made  by  Kr.  Stobbs  of  New 
York,  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means,  with  inatmo- 
tiona  BO  to  amend  the  same,  aa  to  postpone  any 
rftdnotion  of  the  daty  on  salt  until  the  80tn 
September.  18S1. 

Mr.  S.  allied,  aa  a  reason  for  his  motion, 
that  he  wished  to  give  the  State  of  New  York 
time  to'alleviate  by  her  legislation  the  effect  of 
this  measure  on  her  interest,  and  to  adapt  her 
policy  to  a  change  which  would  in^ct  so  great 
an  evil  oo  her  pecuniary  tat«ireat. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbdub  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
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ifityitilU  and  Lezington  (,Ky.)  Soad  Bill — 

Veto  Mettage. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Statoa,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  pri- 
vate secretary,  returning  the  hill  which  orig- 
inated in  this  House,  and  which  had  passed 
both  HouB^  for  authorizing  a  subscription  ' 
the  stock  of  the  Mayaville  and  Washingti 
Turnpike  Road  Company  in  Kentucky,  with 
his  reasons  at  large  for  refoung  to  ugn  the 

The  Message  was  read  through  by  the  clerk, 
and  heard  with  great  attention. 

When  the  reading  was  concluded,  there  arose 
a  hurried  and  aniions  debat«,  involving  no 
principle  of  the  bill,  hut  merely  tbe  question 
whether  the  bill  ahould  be  reconsidered  iiuUm- 
ter,  or  whether  tbe  reconsideration  should  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  Daring  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding,  there  was  a  constant  ten- 
dency to  debate  the  m^n  question,  and  an  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  Chair  to  confine  the  de- 
bate to  the  qaestion  <^  postponement  In  this 
skinniBhing,  Mr.  Ibtik  of  Ohio,  Mr.  BikSisL, 
Mr.  VajfOE,  Mr.  iHexBSOLL,  Mr.  Bbowk,  Mr. 
PorrBB,  Mr.  P.  P.  Babbocb,  Mr.  Wioklitfx, 
Ur.  Folk,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  OoLmuir,  Mr.  LnoB- 


tbe  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 
Ifr.  PoTTKB  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
[At  this  moment  a  number  of  the  Senators 
ooming  into  the  Hall,  it  was  ascertiined  that 
the  S^ate  had  adjourned ;  and  as  the  Joint 
rules  of  the  two  Houses  provide  that  "  no  bill 
that  shall  have  passed  one  House,  shall  be  sent  for 
concnrrence  to  the  other  on  either  of  the  threelast 
days  of  the  session,"  itbeoameaqnestion  wheth- 
er it  would  be  worth  while  to  pass  the  bill  under 
consideration,  inasmuch  as  this  was  the  last 
day  on  which  a  bill  oonld  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  concurrence,  and  the  Senate  had  now 
adioumed.] 

Mr.  Tatlos  was  of  opinion  that^  as  the  Senate 
bad  adjourned,  it  would  be  oseless  to  pass  the 
bill,  as  it  could  not  be  sent  there  for  concur- 

Mr.  MoDcrm  sud,  it  was  evident  that  tbo 
Senate  bad  by  inadvertence  overlooked  the 
rule,  and  had  a^oomed  without  being  aware 
of  the  effect;  therefore,  doubtiess,  something 
would  be  done  to  remove  tbe  difficulty,  as 
there  were  severs!  hills  which  it  was  indispen- 
sable to  pass.  He  hoped  therefore  the  House 
wonld  go  on  with  this  bill,  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbocb  thought  the  bill  could  be 
sent  to  tbe  Senate,  notwithstanding  it  bad  ad-' 
Joamed.  Suppose  tbe  Senate  were  not  to  ait 
two  of  the  four  last  days  of  the  aession,  conld 
that  deprive  tbe  Honse  la  the  benefit  of  all  Ui« 
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bills  wbioh  might  be  pused  bj  itt  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  tliB  Clerk  of  this  Eouee  can  deUver  this 
Inll  to-daj,  if  ic  vtat,  to  the  Seorelaiy  of  the 
Seaate,  and  the  &eD»te  can  to-morrow  take  it 
up  and  act  on  it  althoagb  it  be  not  in  eeation 
to-day  when  the  bill  goes  there. 

Ur.  Vajsos  now  moved  that  the  Honae  ad- 
Joura ;  and  tlie  yeas  aad  najs  being  demanded 
0/  Mr.  f.tviv,  they  were  taken,  and  the  mo- 
tioii  woa  negatived :  yeas  64,  naya  127. 

ICr.  Dbattok  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  a 
«aQ  of  the  Eoiue  on  tbe  table;  and  Mr.  Rucsbt 
demaading  tbe  jeas  ai^  naya  on  the  motion, 
lb-.  D.  withdrew  it;  bnt 

ib.  SniisBKi  renewed  tbe  motion  to  lay  on 
ttM  table,  whioh  bedng  tkken,  the  motion  fbr  a 
call  of  the  House  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
t«bl«b  The  question  ww  then  taken  on  laying 
the  bill  on  tbe  table,  and  negatived;  yeaa  84, 
vmVT. 

The  preTions  qnerlion  was  then  seconded  by 
a  nugority  of  tbe  Honse ;  and  tbe  previons 
qaeilioa  was  oarried  by  yeas  and  nays — lOS  to 
fS.    So  that 

Tbe  main  qaestion  was  at  last  pat  on  tbe 
p«»age  of  the  bill,  and  oarried  in  the  afflrma- 
tire:  yeas  lOG,  nays  88. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
■ant  to  tbe  Senate  for  ooncarrenoe. 

rWhen  the  roll  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
eaUiog,  and  the  Olerk  reached  tbe  name  of  Ur. 
Tasoit,  of  Kentucky,  Hr.  T.  rose,  and  said, 
be  knew  be  was  out  of  order,  bat  sull  he  wish- 
ed to  state  the  reason  which  governed  his  Tote, 
aa  be  was  going  to  change  the  vot«  be  had  for- 
merly given  on  this  bilL  We  are  in  poMession 
of  iotelligeaoe  (sud  Mr.  Y.)  that  the  West  In- 
dia tr*de  will  now  be  opened ;  and  as  the  West 
Lidjea  hBV«  salt  in  abundanoe,  and  the  western 
ooontrf  baa  proTi^ons  in  abundance,  one  being 
exebanged  for  the  other,  will  rednoe  the  price 
of  talt  in  the  West  to  the  poor  man.  It  was 
that  be  felt  interested  for,  and  this  indnoed  him 
to  change  hia  Tot«.  Ur.  Y.  did  not  of  course 
make  these  remarks  withont  being  called  to 
order  repeatedly,  both  by  the  House  and  tbe 
CbMr,  bat  he  persisted  in  saying  thus  mnch 
bdare  he  voted.] 

Melattei  and  Earn. 

■Ihe  engrofficd  bill  to  rednoe  the  dnty  on 
.  molaaaes,  and  to  allow  a  drawback  on  rom 
distilled  from  foreign  molasses,  was  next  read 
tbe  third  time,  and  put  oa  its  passage. 

Mr.  BAsmxass  moved  the  previous  question, 
fearing  that  debate  might  arise  on  the  bill,  and 
endanffN'  it  by  delay. 

Mr,  V  AMOB  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
which  was  negatived ;  and 

Tbe  previous  question  being  seconded  and 
agreed  to,  the  qoeetion  was  put  on  the  passage 
M  the  biU,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmative  by 
jMS  and  nays— 117  to  60. 

So  this  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be 
unt  to  tba  Senate  for  concmrenoe. 


FaiDiT,  May  88. 
The  Ytto  Mmaga. 

Tbe  Eonae  then,  according  to  order,  prooeed- 
ed  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  Message  of  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States  rei\tging  his  as- 
sent to  the  bill  for  a  sabecription  of  stock  in 
the  Maysville  Boad  Company — the  question 
being,  "  Will  the  House  pass  the  bill,  the  objec- 
tions of  tbe  PreiideDt  notwitiistandiugl" 

Mr.  EzmtoH  observed,  that,  b^ug  perfectly 
satisfied  in  bis  own  mind  that  all  tbe  arguments 
which  could  1>e  adduced  wonld  not  change  a 
single  vote  upon  the  salgect,  be  felt  himself 
bound  to  more  the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of 
yeas  86,  nays  67.  Bo  the  previous  question 
was  oarried. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  fbr,  ordered, 
and  taken,  on  the  putting  of  the  mtin  question. 
It  was  oarried  by  a  vote  of  106  to  76. 

The  main  qnestion,  whioh  was  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  ot^Jectitms  of  tbe  Prandeut 
notwithstanding,  was  then  pat.  The  vote  was 
aa  follows: 

Tub. — Uessrs.  ArmBtrong,  Noyes  Berber,  Bart- 
lej.  Bates,  Baylor,  Beeknum,  John  Blur,  Boon, 
Brown,  Burgea,  Cshoon,  Childs,  Chilton,  CU7,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Coodict,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crock, 
ett,  Crelghton,  CrownlDshield,  John  Daiia,  Denny, 
Doddridga^  Dorsey,  Duncan,  Dwieht,  EUsworth, 
George  Eflfca,  Edward  Everett,  Horaoa  Everett, 
Kndlay,  Finoh,  Ford,  Forward,  Grennell,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hufhes,  Huat,  Hunting- 
ton, Inpecsoll,  Irvin,  Isacka,  Johns,  Kendall,  Een- 
non,  Klucaid,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Uallary, 
Hartindale,  L.  Maiwell,  HcCreery,  Ueroer,  MiUer, 
Mitohell,  Norton,  Pearoe,  PeiUa,  Pietson,  Ramsey, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Kcliardsori,  Rose,  Ruasel,  ScoU, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Semmea,  Sill,  Ambrose  Spao- 
cer,  Spngg,  SCanberry,  Stan^er,  Stephens,  H.  R. 
Storm,  wTl.  Storrs,  Btrong^  Sutherland,  Bwana, 
Swift,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wash- 
ington, Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffe, 
Yancey,  Toupg— e«. 

NiTE. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ander- 
son, Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Buley,  J.  S.  Barboar, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Bell,  James 
Blur,  Bockee,  Borst,  Bouldin,  Bn^head,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Chandler,  Claiborne,,  Coke, 
Conner,  Cowles,  Hector  Craig,  Robert  Craig,  Croch- 
eron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Deberry, 
Deaha,  De  Will,  Drayton,  Dudler,  Earll,  Foster, 
Pry,  QaiCher,  Gordon,  Qorham,  Hall,  Hammona, 
Harrey,  Hayaes,  Hinds,  HolRnan,  Hubtiard,  Jen- 
nings, Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King, 
Lamar,  Lea,  Leiper,  Loyall,  Lewis,  Lumptiin,  Uagee, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  UcDuffie,  McIntire,Mo- 
nell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Polk,  Porter, 
Powers,  Reacher  Roane,  A,  H.  Shepperd,  Shielda, 
Smith,  Speight,  Richard  Speocer,  Sterigere,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trenant,  Tucker, 
Vamum,  VerpUnck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell  P. 
White,  Wilde,  WlUiams— M. 

So  the  bill,  not  being  supported  by  two-thirds 
of  the  House,  was  r^ected. 
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Batdsday,  Ifsf  29. 

£ottitnU»  and  Portland  Canal. 

Tbd  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aathorue  ft  snb- 

soripdon  to  the  stock  of  the  LoaUville  and 

Portland  Oanal  Oompan;,  was  flnaUy  passed. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  a  snb- 
acriptioD  to  the  stock  of  the  Washington  and 
Frederick  Boad  Oompanj,  was  finally  passed. 

JfoNoeAvMUt  Militia  Claiiit, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  anthoriEe  the 

payment  of  the  cltUm  of  the  State  of  Uaaeachn- 

eetta,  for  certain  servloea  of  the  militia  daring 

the  lat«  TSr,  was  fioall;  passed. 


VasDAT,  'Xaj  81. 

The  bille  vhich  origio&ted  in  this  Eoose, 

last  preaeated  to  the  President  for  his  approba- 


inMiiuU  ImprOTefuentB ; "  but  u  the  phrueology  of 
the  section  which  sppropriates  the  sum  ot  eiKht 
thoBund  dollars  for  tte  r<md  from  Detroit  to  c3u- 
cagD,  may  be  cooBtrned  to  authoriie  the  applioa- 
tion  of  the  epproprlstion  for  the  continusnce  of  the 
road  bejond  die  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Hichtgan, 
I  desire  to  be  understood  a*  haTing  approved  this 
bill  with  the  understandhig  that  ue  road  satbor- 
iied  by  this  section  is  not  to  be  extended  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  said  territory.* 
JToy  81,  ISSO.  ANDKEW  JACESOH. 

The  bnnness  of  the  sesuoa  being  finished, 
the  usnal  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  up- 
on the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform 
him  that  the  Eonse  yfu  ready  to  adjonm. 

The  committee  having  reported,  the  Spekkw 
o^onmed  the  Eoose  tint  dit. 


Twrllorlii  ind  of 
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PKOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


UoBDAT,  December  6, 1830. 
This  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  roll  liAviDg 
tieen  called  over  b;  the  Seoretary  of  the  Senate, 
(Waitxb  Lowbie,)  it  t^tpeared  that  there  were 
pnaent  thirty-five  members  j  whereupon,  Mr. 
SmT^  of  UuyUiid,  President  pro  tempore,  in 
the  afaoence  of  the  Vice  President,  took  the 
choir,  and  called  the  Senate  to  order.  The 
Secretary  waa  directod  to  aoqnunt  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  that  a  qnornm  of  the  Senate 
Iras  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  ta  bnsi- 
neaa ;  who  returned,  aod  informed  the  Senate 
that  the  other  Honse  had  adjonrned  uitil  to- 
morrow-, at  twelve  o'clock. 

TcvDAT,  December  7. 

A  meseage  waa  received  from  the  Hoose  of 
BqireBentatives,  informing  the  Senate  tliat  a 
qnoram  of  that  House  had  asaembled,  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  bosinesa. 

The  oanal  Standing  Committees  of  the  Senate 
weri  then  ap^inted. 

A  eommnnicadon  having  been  reoeived  from 
the  House  of  Itepresentativea,  annoimcing  the 
adaption  by  that  House  of  a  reaototiou  for  the 
qiptnotment  of  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to 
wut  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
coijiuction  with  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
(b»  Senate,  and  to  inform  him  tliat  both  Houses 
had  organized,  and  were  ready  to  receive  any 
eommonioation  that  he  might  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them,  the  Senate  oononrred  in  the 
naointion,  and  appointed  a  committee  on  their 

pm. 

"-  " ' —  the  joint  committee,  sub- 
hat  they  had  performed 
eoeiyed  for  answer  from 
e  wonld,  this  day,  at  half 
ake  a  commnnication,  in 
ses  of  Oongress. 

the  annual  Massage  was 
eddent,  by  A.  J.  Donali>- 
ttary. 
BtrtaU 

mu  tf  B^rttentativtt : 
i  In  congratulatiDg  jou  on 

........     .   .  ..^  j^  much 


beighteoed  by  the  ratiafactlon  vhlcb  the  condidon 
of  oar  beloved  country  at  this  period  justly  inspires. 
The  beneHcent  Aothor  of  all  good  bu  gnoted  to 
OS,  during  the  present  year,  he^th,  peace,  and 
pleety,  and  numerous  causes  for  joy  in  the  won- 
derful success  which  attends  the  progress  of  our 
free  institutions. 

With  a  population  unparalleled  In  its  inerease, 
and  pOBsesBDg  a  character  irhich  combines  the 
hardihood  of  enterprise  with  the  coosideratenesa 
of  wisdom,  we  see  in  every  sec Uon  of  our  happy 
country  a  steady  improvement  in  the  means  of 
social  intereourae,  and  correspondent  eflecta  upon 
the  genius  and  laws  of  our  extended  republic. 

The  apparent  exceptions  to  the  hsrniODy  of  the 
prospect  are  to  be  referred  rather  to  inevitable  di- 
versitiea  in  the  various  interests  which  enter  into 
the  composition  of  so  extennve  a  whole,  (hsn  to 
any  want  of  attachment  to  the  Union— Interests 
whose  eoUisioQS  serve  only,  in  the  end,  to  foster 
the  spirit  of  conciliation  and  patriotism,  so  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  thst  uoion  which,  I  most  de- 
voDtly  hope,  is  destined  to  prove  imperishable. 

In  the  midst  of  these  blesstaga,  we  have  recently 
witnessed  changes  in  the  eoodiUon  of  other  no- 
tions, which  may,  in  their  conseqnences,  call  for 
the  utmost  vigiUnce,  wisdom,  and  unanimity,  in 
our  councils,  and  the  eierclsa  of  all  the  moderation 
and  patriotism  of  our  people. 

The  Important  modi Qcalions  of  their  government, 
effected  with  so  much  courage  and  wisdom  by  the 
people  of  France,  afford  ■  happy  presage  of  their 
future  course,  and  has  natarslly  elicited  from  the 
kindred  feeliogs  of  this  nation  that  spontaneous 
and  universal  burst  of  applause  in  which  you  have 
participated.  In  con gratula tine  jrou,  my  fellow- 
eitiiens,  upon  an  event  so  auspicious  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  mankind,  I  do  no  more  than  respond 
to  the  voice  of  my  conntry,  without  transceoding, 
in  the  slightest  d^jee,  that  salutary  maxim  of  the 
iliusttious  WashtngloQ,  which  enjoliis  an  abstinence 
&om  all  ioterference  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
other  nations.  Prom  a  peojde  eiercising,  in  the 
most  Dulimited  degree,  the  Hght  of  sclf-gorera- 
ment,  and  enjoying,  as  derived  from  tliig  proud 
characteristic,  under  the  favor  of  heaven,  much  of 
the  bapinnesB  with  which  they  arc  blessed ;  a  people 
who  can  point  in  triumph  to  their  free  institutions, 
and  challenge  comparison  with  the  rruita  they  bear, 
as  well  as  with  the  moderation,  intelligenee,  and 
energy,  with  which  they  are  administered ;  from 
such  a  peoph^  the  deepest  sympathy  was  to  be  «x- 
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pect«d  la  •  Knlsrit  for  the  eacred  prmciplea  of 
Ubertj,  DondoctediD  •  spirit  e«rj  w»j  worthy  of 
the  ckUBe,  and  cromied  bj  an  heroia  modsretioa 
which  hu  dimnned  ravolutioD  of  its  terrors.     Not- 


pven  to  the  world  of  the  high  cbarkoter  of  the 
present  King  of  the  French,  »od  which,  if  nuUined 
to  the  end,  will  teoare  to  htm  the  pnind  sppelhitioD 
of  Patriot  King,  it  ia  Dot  in  hie  auocm,  but  in  that 
of  the  great  principle  which  has  borne  Mm  to  the 
throne — the  paramount  authority  of  the  public  will 
— that  the  i-merican  people  rejoice. 

I  am  happj  to  ioform  jou  that  the  anticipations 
which  were  indulged  at  the  date  of  taj  last  com- 
munication on  the  mlifeat  of  our  foreign  atbire, 
have  been  fully  realised  in  ecTeral  important  par- 

An  arrsngement  has  been  elfboted  with  Qrtti 
Britain,  in  relation  to  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  tier  We«t  laiit,  and  North  American 
coloaies,  which  has  settled  a  question  that  has  for 
yean  afforded  matter  for  contentloQ  and  almoet 
nninterrnpled  discosdoti,  and  liu  been  the  sol^ect 
of  no  less  than  six  negotiationii  in  a  manner  which 
promises  rasuiis  highlj  faTorttile  to  tlie  parties. 

The  abstract  iiMt  of  Oreat  Britain  to  nonopo- 
liie  the  trade  with  her  eoloides,  or  to  eielade  us 
from  a  parUcipatian  therein,  has  nerer  been  denied 
bj  the  United  Slates.  But  «a  hare  contended, 
and  with  reason,  that  If,  at  aav  time,  Oreat  Britain 
ma;  deure  the  productions  of  this  country  aa  ne- 
cessary to  her  colonies,  they  must  be  received  upon 
Erinciples  of  just  reciprocity  ;  and  further,  ^t  It 
mtkinK  an  invidious  and  iinfrieiidly  distincdon, 
to  open  her  colonial  porta  to  the  vessels  of  otber 
nations,  and  close  them  agaipst  those  of  the  Doited 
SUtes. 

Antecedently  to  1704,  a  portion  of  oar  produc- 
tions was  admitted  into  the  colonial  islands  of  Gre«t 
Britain,  by  particular  concessiou,  limited  to  the 
term  of  one  year,  but  renewed  from  year  to  year. 
In  the  transportation  of  these  prodaclions,  how- 
ever, oar  veuels  were  not  allowed  Co  engage ;  this 
being  a  privilege  reserved  to  British  shipping,  b; 
which  alons  our  produce  could  be  taken  to  the 
Islands,  and  theira  brought  to  us  in  return.  From 
Newfoundland  and  her  contluental  possessions,  sil 
our  productions,  as  well  as  our  vessels,  were  ex- 
cluded, with  occasional  relAiations,  by  which,  in 
seasons  of  distress,  the  former  were  admitted  in 
British  bottoms. 

By  the  treaty  of  11S4,  ehe  ofibred  to  concede  to 
us,  for  a  Unuted  time,  tiie  right  of  carrying  to  her 
West  India  possessions,  in  our  vessels  not  exceed- 
ing seventy  tons  burden,  and  upon  the  same  terms 
OS  British  vessels,  any  prodnctiona  of  the  United 
States  which  British  vessels  might  import  there- 
from. But  tliiB  privilege  was  coupled  with  con- 
ditions which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  its  rejec- 
tion by  the  Senate  j  that  is,  that  American  vessels 
should  land  their  return  cargoes  in  the  United 
States  only  ;  and,  moreover,  that  they  shoald,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  privilege,  be  precluded 
from  carrying  molasses,  sugar,  coSee,  cocoa,  or 
cotton,  either  from  those  islands  or  Irom  the  United 
States,  to  any  other  part  of  Ihe  world.  Great  Brit- 
ain readily  consented  to  expunge  this  article  from 
the  treaty ;  and  subsequent  attempts  to  arrange 
the  terms  of  the  trade,  either  by  treaty  stipulations 
or  concerted  legislation,  having  Med,  It  has  been 


successively  iospeoded  and  allowed,  accordhig  to 
the  varying  legislation  of  the  parties. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  points  which 
have,  in  latM  years,  separated  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Besides  a  restric^on,  whereby  all  importa- 
tions into  her  colonies  in  American  vestels  are  con- 
fined to  our  own  products,  carried  hence,  a  restric- 
tion to  wluch  It  does  not  appear  that  ws  have  ever 
objected,  a  leading  object  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  to  prevent  us  from  beoonung  the 
carriers  of  Bridsh  West  India  commodities  to  any 
other  country  than  our  own.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  SUtes,  it  has  been  contended,  1st.  Tbat  the 
subject  should  be  regulated  by  treaty  stipulations 
in  preference  to  separate  legislation;  2d.  That  ooi 
productions,  when  imported  into  the  colonies  In 
qaestion,  should  not  be  subject  to  higher  duties 
than  the  productions  of  the  mother  country,  or  of 
her  otber  colonial  possessions ;  and  Sd.  That  our 
vessels  should  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  cii^ 
cnitous  trade  between  the  United  States  aad  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  British  dominions. 

The  first  point,  after  having  been,  for  a  long 
Ume,  BtreniKnisly  Inristed  upon  by  Great  Britain, 
was  given  np  by  the  act  of  Parliameitt  of  Jnly^ 
183S;  all  vessels  suffered  to  trade  with  the  colonies 
being  permitted  to  clear  from  thence  with  any  ar- 
ticles which  British  vessels  might  export ;  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  part  of  the  world.  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependences  sione  excepted.  On  our  part, 
each  of  the  above  points  had,  in  succesdon,  been 
explicitly  abandoned  in  negotiations  preceding  that 
of  which  the  result  is  now  announced. 

This  arrangement  secures  to  the  United  States 
every  advantage  asked  by  them,  and  which  Uie 
state  of  the  negotiation  sllowed  us  (o  inust  upon. 
The  trade  will  be  placed  upon  a  footing  decidedly 
more  favorable  to  this  country  than  any  on  which 
it  ever  stood ;  and  our  commerce  and  navigation 
will  eqjoy,  In  the  colonial  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
every  privilege  allowed  to  other  nations. 

That  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it 
depends  on  this  trade,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 
the  new  arrangement,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  In- 
dependently of  the  more  obvious  advantages  of  an 
open  and  direct  intercourse,  its  estsbnshment  will 
be  attended,  with  other  consei|uences  of  a  higher 
value.  That  which  has  been  carried  on  since  the 
mutual  interdict  under  all  the  expense  and  incon- 
venience unavoidably  incident  to  it,  would  have 
been  in^upportably  onerous,  had  it  not  been,  in  a 
great  degree,  lightened  by  concerted  evarions  in 
Uie  mode  of  making  Ihe  transshipments  at  what  are 
called  the  neutral  ports.  These  indirections  are 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  nations  that  havs 
BO  many  motives,  not  only  to  cherish  feelings  ot 
mutual  friendship,  but  to  maintain  such  relations 
as  will  sUmntate  their  respective  citiiens  and  sub- 
jects to  eSbrls  of  direct,  open,  and  honorable  com- 
petition only ;  and  preserve  them  from  the  inflo- 
ence  of  seductive  and  vitiating  circumstances. 

When  your  preliminary  interpoailion  was  ssked 
St  the  close  of  the  last  session,  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structions under  which  Mr.  HcLane  has  acted,  to- 
gether with  the  communications  nhich  had  at  that 
time  passed  between  Mm  and  the  British  Oovem- 
ment,  WM  hud  before  you.  Although  there  has 
not  been  any  thing  in  the  acts  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments which  requires  secrecy,  it  was  thought  most 
proper,in  the  then  state  of  the  negotiatioo,  tomslce 
that  coDununication  a  confidential  one.    So  soon, 
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boverer,  u  the  eTidence  of  eiecnUon  on  the  part 
or  Grett  BrituD  u  i«cdTed,  the  whole  matter  sh^ 
be  laid  before  foo,  when  It  will  be  aeen  that  the 
^prebensioD  irhich  appesn  la  hare  luggeated  ooe 
of  the  proTulons  of  the  act  passed  at  jour  Ia«(  se»- 
rioD,  that  the  restoration  of  the  trade  iaqaestion 
might  be  connected  with  other  sabjects,  and  was 
•onulit  to  be  obtained  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  public 
interen  in  other  partlculan,  wu  wholij  nnfonnded ; 
and  that  the  change  which  liac  taken  place  in  the 
TJewB  of  the  Briliah  GoTecnment  has  been  induced 
bj  condderatlana  as  hononibte  to  both  parties,  at, 
Itmrt,  the  neolt  will  prove  beneflciai. 

This  deiflnble  result  was,  it  will  be  seen,  greatly 
promoted  bj  the  liberal  and  confiding  proTieions 
of  the  act  ofCongresa  «f  the  hat  swnon,  bj  which 
our  ports  were,  upon  the  reoeplion  and  annuncia- 
tion Ytj  the  President  of  the  required  anurance  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  forthwith  opened  to  her 
Tcssela,  before  the  armagement  could  be  carried 
into  eflbct  on  her  part ;  pursuing,  in  th!a  act  of 
pnqiectiTe  legislaUon,  a  nmilar  course  to  that 
adopted  bf  Great  Britain,  In  aboliibinf ,  b^  ber  act 
of  Parliament,  in  ISU,  a  realriction  tbea  eiiating, 
and  pentdtting  our  vesMila  (o  clear  from  the  colouies, 
on  their  return  rnjagea,  for  any  forelga  country 
whatever,  before  Brituh  vessels  had  been  relieved 
from  the  restriction  imposed  by  our  law,  of  returu- 
ing  direcUy  from  the  United  States  to  the  colonies 
— a  restriction  whtcli  she  required  and  expected 
that  we  should  abolish.  Upon  each  occasion,  a 
Emited  aod  temporary  adTantage  bas  been  given  Co 
the  opposita  party,  but  an  advaatage  of  no  impor- 
tance in  comparison  with  the  restoration  of  mutual 
confidence  and  Kood  feelings,  and  the  ultimate  es- 
tablEshment  of  the  trade  upon  fair  prindples. 

It  glTes  me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  assure  you 
that  this  negotiation  hu  tteen,  throogboat,  charac- 
terised by  tbe  most  frank  and  friendly  spirit  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  concluded  In  a  manner 
•Ironglj  indicatire  of  a  alDeere  derire  to  cnltiFste 
tbe  ben  relations  witb  the  United  Btates.  To  re- 
dpraeote  this  disposition  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
my  ability,  is  a  duly  which  I  shall  deem  it  a  priv- 
n^  to  ^scharge. 

Although  ihe  resnlt  IS)  Itself,  the  best  commen- 
tary on  the  services  rendered  to  his  country  by  onr 
IGniner  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  It  would  be 
dcring  violence  to  my  feelings  were  I  to  dismiss  the 
nbject  without  expressing  tbe  very  high  sense  I 
entertain  of  tbe  talent  and  exertion  which  have 
been  £s;dayed  by  him  on  Che  Occasion. 

Tbe  injury  to  the  commerce  of  Che  United  Sutes 
lesDhiDg  fivm  the  exclusion  of  our  vessels  f^om  the 
Bbek  Sea,  and  the  previous  footing  of  mere  suf- 
bnnee  upon  which  eren  the  limited  trade  ei^'oyed 
by  us  witit  Tnrkey  has  hitherto  been  placed,  hare, 
for  a  long  time,  been  a  source  of  much  solicitude 
to  this  Uovernmeot;  and  sevend  endeavois  have 
been  mode  to  obtain  •  better  state  of  tbings.  Ben- 
Atle  of  the  imporlanoe  of  the  ot^ect,  I  felt  ic  my 
duty  to  leave  no  proper  means  nnemployed  to  so- 
q>dre  for  our  B»b  the  same  privileges  that  are  on- 
joyed  by  the  principal  powers  of  Burope.  Cum- 
■usNoners  were,  coosequeatly,  appointed  to  open 
a  negotiation  with  the  Sublime  Forte.  Not  Ions 
alter  Che  member  of  Cbe  commission  who  went  di- 
rectly from  Ihe  United  fiCaCes  had  sailed,  the  sc- 
cotmt  of  ibe  treaty  of  Adrianople,  by  which  one  of 
Ibe  objects  in  view  was  supposed  to  be  seoared, 
mched  this  country.    The  Black  Sea  was  under- 


stood to  be  opened  to  ns.  Under  the  suppo^tion 
that  this  was  the  case,  the  additional  faciUtiea  to 
be  derived  from  tbe  establishment  of  commercial 
regulations  with  the  Porle  were  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient importance  Co  require  a  prosecution  of  the 
negodatioD  as  originally  contemplated  It  was, 
therefore,  peraevered  in,  and  resulted  In  a  treaty, 
which  will  be  forthwith  lud  before  Ihe  Senate. 

By  its  provl^ons,  a  f^ee  passage  is  secured,  with- 
out limitsUon  of  time,  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  to  and  from  the  Black  Sea,  including  the 
navigation  thereof;  and  onr  trade  with  Turkey  is 
placed  on  the  footbig  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
The  latter  is  an  arrangement  wholly  independent 
of  tbe  treaty  of  Adrianople ;  and  the  former  de- 
rives much  value,  not  only  firom  the  Increased 
security  which,  under  any  circumstances,  it  would 
give  to  the  right  In  question,  but  from  the  fact, 
ascertained  in  the  course  of  the  ncgotiatloo^at, 
by  tbe  constmction  put  npon  that  Cn-aty  b]*rnr- 


the  Porte.  Tbe  most  friendly  feelings  appear  ti. 
be  entertained  by  the  Sultan,  and  an  enlightened 
disposition  is  evinced  by  him  to  foster  the  Inter- 
course between  the  two  countries  by  the  most  lib- 
eral arrangements.  This  disposition  it  will  be  our 
duty  and  Interest  to  cherish. 

Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  moat  stable 
character.  Respect  for  that  Empre,  and  confi- 
dence in  its  friendship  towards  the  United  States, 
have  beta  so  long  enCertoined  on  onr  part,  and  so 
carefully  cherished  by  tbe  present  Emperor  and  his 
illustrious  predecessor,  as  to  have  become  Incorpo- 
rated with  the  public  sentiment  of  the  Uuited  Btates. 
"■  will  bo  left  unemE^Dyed  on  my  part  fc 


between  the  two  countries  is  susceptible,  and  which 
have  derived  Increased  importance  traia  out  treaty 
with  the  Sublime  Porte. 

I  sincerely  regret  to  inform  yon  that  our  Minis- 
ter lately  commissioned  to  that  Court,  on  whose 
distinguished  talents  and  great  experience  In  pub- 
lic a&ura  I  place  great  reliance,  has  been  compelled, 
by  extreme  indispoddon,  to  exercise  a  privilege, 
which,  in  connderaUon  of  the  extent  to  which  nig 
constitution  has  been  Impaired  in  the  public  sei^ 
rice,  was  committed  to  his  discretion — of  leaving 
temporarily  his  post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more 
genial  climate. 

If,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improTement  of  bis 
health  should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  in  doing  so, 
he  will  repair  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  the 
discharge  of  his  official  daties,  I  have  received 
tbe  most  satisfactory  assurance  that,  in  tbe  mean 
time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quarter  will  be 
preserved  from  pntjudice,  by  Che  Intercourse  which 
be  will  conCiouB,  through  the  Secretary  of  Lega^on, 
with  the  RuBuan  cabinet. 

Yon  are  apprised,  although  the  fact  bas  not  yet 
been  officially  announced  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  a  treaty  was,  in  the  month  of 
Karch  last,  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Denmark,  by  which  $660,000  are  secured  to 
our  citizens  as  an  Indemnity  for  spoliations  upon 
their  commerce  in  tbe  years  1S06,  1809,  laiO,  and 
IBII.  This  treaty  was  sanctioned  bythe  Senate  at 
the  ctoae  of  its  last  session,  and  it  now  becomes 
the  dnty  of  Congress  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  for 
Uie  organization  of  the  Board  of  Commlsuonera  to 
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distribute  the  indemaitj  tmoaggt  the  clumuita.  It 
is  ID  ■greeable  circumstance  of  tlii4  ftdjultment, 
that  its  tenuB  are  In  conformilj  with  the  preriouriy 
ascertained  viens  of  tbe  claimants  themselves ; 
thua  remoring  all  pretence  for  a  future  agitation  of 
the  aubject  in  tnj  form. 

Tbe  negoUationi  in  regard  to  auidi  pmnta  in  our 
foreign  relations  as  remaiDed  to  be  sdjnsted,  bare 
been  actiTcl;  [nvsecnted  during  the  recess.  Ha- 
terial  adrancea  have  been  made,  which  are  of  a 
eharapter  to  pTdmise  favorable  results.  Our  coun- 
trj,  by  the  blesung  of  God,  is  not  in  a  situation  to 
Invite  aggression;  and  it  will  be  our  fault  if  she 
eter  becomes  so.  Sincerely  demraus  to  cultivate 
the  most  liberal  and  fHendly  relations  widi  all ; 
ever  re&dy  to  (tilfii  out  engagenients  with  scrupu- 
lous fidelity  ;  limiting  our  demands  upon  others  to 
mere  jusUce;  holding  ourselves  ever  ready  to  do 
onto  them  es  we  would  wish  to  be  done  by,  and 
avoiding  even  the  appesrance  of  undue  partiality 
to  uij  nation,  it  appears  to  me  impoadbte  that  a 
simple  and  sincere  application  of  our  principles  to 
our  foreign  relations  csn  fiUl  to  pUce  them  ulti- 
mstely  upon  the  footing  on  which  It  is  our  wish 
Ihey  should  rest. 

Of  tbe  points  referred  to,  the  most  prominent 
are,  our  claims  upon  France  for  spoliations  upon 
our  commerce ;  simitar  claims  upon  Spain,  toge- 
ther with  embarrassments  in  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  tbe  two  countries,  which  ought  to 
be  removed,'  the  coDclamon  of  the  trcsty  of  com- 
merce and  aaviga^on  with  Ueiico,  which  has  been 
BO  long  in  suspense,  as  well  as  the  final  settlement 
of  Umin  between  ounelves  and  that  republic;  sad, 
finally,  the  arlntrament  of  the  question  between  the 
United  8ut«a  and  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
nortfae«st«ra  twondary. 

The  uegotiation  with  France  has  been  conducted 
by  our  Minister  with  seal  and  ability,  and  in  all 
respects  to  my  entire  satiafaction.  Although  the 
prospect  of  a  iavorable  termination  was  occanon- 
ally  dimmed  by  counter  prctennons,  to  which  the 
United  States  could  not  nssent,  he  yet  had  strong 
hopes  of  being  able  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement  with  tbe  late  Government.  Tbe  ne^tia- 
tion  baa  been  renewed  with  tbe  present  authorities ; 
and,  senuble  of  the  general  and  lively  confidence 
of  our  citizens  in  the  Justice  and  magnanimity  of 
regenerated  France,  1  regret  the  more  not  to  have 
it  in  my  power,  yet,  to  announce  the  result  go  con- 
fidently anticipated.  "So  ground,  howeTer,  incon- 
dsteot  with  this  eipectation,  has  been  taken ;  and 
I  do  not  allow  mysdf  to  donbt  that  jnstice  will 
soon  be  done  to  us.  The  amount  of  tbe  claims, 
the  length  of  time  they  have  remained  unsatisfied, 
and  their  incontrovertible  justice,  make  an  earnest 
prosecution  of  them  by  this  Oovernment  an  urgent 
duty.  The  illegality  of  the  seiiurce  and  confisca- 
tions out  of  which  they  have  arisen  is  not  disputed ; 
and  whatever  distinctions  may  have  heretofbre 
been  set  up  io  regard  to  the  liability  of  the  exist- 
ing Government,  it  is  quito  clear  that  such  conad- 
erations  cannot  now  be  interposed. 

The  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries  is  susceptible  of  highly  advantageous 
improvements ;  but  the  sense  of  this  injury  has 
had,  and  mnat  continue  to  have,  a  very  untavorable 
Influeaee  upon  them.  From  its  satisfactory  adjust- 
ment, not  only  a  firm  and  cordial  friendship,  but  a 
progresrive  development  of  ail  tlieir  reladons,  may 
be   expected.    It  is,  therefore,   my  earnest  hope 
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that  this  old  and  vexations  subject  of  ffifi^nca 
may  be  speedily  removed. 

I  feel  that  my  confidence  In  our  appeal  to  the 
motives  which  should  govern  a  just  and  magnanl- 
moDS  nation,  is  alike  warranted  by  the  cfaarscter  of 
the  French  people,  and  by  the  high  voucher  wo 
possess  for  the  enlarged  views  and  pure  inlegiity  ■ 
of  the  monarch  who  now  preddes  over  their  coun- 
cils ;  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
meet  any  manifestation  of  the  a|Mrit  we  anticipate 
in  one  of  corresponding  frankness  and  libetaDty. 

The  Bubjectfl  of  difference  with  Spain  have  been 
brought  to  the  view  of  that  Government,  by  oar 
Uinister  there,  with  much  force  and  propriety  ;  and 
the  strongest  assurances  have  been  received  of 
their  early  and  favorable  coodderation. 

The  steps  which  remained  to  place  the  matter  in 
controTersy  between  Great  Britain  and  tbe  United 
States  fairly  before  the  arbitrator,  have  all  been 
taken  in  the  same  liberal  and  friendly  spirit  wtiich 
characteriied  those  before  announced.  Receikt 
events  have  doubtless  served  to  delay  the  dedsion, 
but  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  the  diillnguiahed 
arbitrator  has  t>eeii  assured  that  it  will  l>e  nuda 
within  the  time  contemplated  by  the  treaty, 

I  am  parttculariy  gratified  in  being  able  to  slate 
that  a  decidedly  fhvorable,  and,  as  I  hope,  tasting 
change  has  been  efliKted  in  our  relations  vilfa  the 
neighboring  republic  of  Mexico.  The  unfortonate 
and  unfounded  suspicions  in  regard  to  our  disposi- 
tion, which  it  became  my  painful  duty  to  advert  to 
on  a  former  occasion,  have  t)een,  I  believe,  entirely 
removed ;  Bud  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  been 
made  to  nnderstand  the  real  character  of  tha 
wishes  and  views  of  this  in  regard  to  that  countir. 
Tbe  coaseqnence  it,  the  eBtablisbmenl  of  friendship 
and  mutual  confidence.  Such  are  the  asBOraDces 
which  I  have  received,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt 
their  sincerity. 

I  bad  reason  to  eipoct  the  conclndon  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Mexico  in  season  for  communi- 
cation on  the  present  occamon.  CSrcumstancea 
which  are  not  explained,  but  vtiicfa,  I  am  per- 
suaded, are  not  the  result  of  an  indisposition  OQ 
her  part  to  enter  into  it,  have  produced  the  delay. 

There  was  reason  to  fear.  In  the  coarse  of  the 
last  summer,  that  tbe  hfrmony  of  Our  relations 
Tnigbt  be  diMorbed  by  tbe  acts  of  certun  claimantA, 
under  Mexican  grants,  of  territory  which  has  hitheiv 
to  been  under  our  jurisdiction.  The  co-operation 
of  the  representative  of  Meiico  near  this  Govern- 
ment was  asked  on  the  occadoa,  and  was  readDy 
aSbrded.  Instmctioni  and  advice  have  been  given 
to  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  and  the  officers  in 
command  in  the  adjoining  Mexican  State,  by  which, 
it  is  hoped,  tbe  quiet  of  that  frontier  will  be  pre- 
served, ontll  a  final  scttiement  of  the  dividing  line 
shall  have  removed  all  ground  of  controversy. 

Tbe  eichange  of  ratifications  of  tbe  treaty  con- 
cluded last  year  with  Austria  has  not  yet  taken 
place.  The  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  ratification  of  that  Government  with- 
in tbe  time  prescribed  by  the  treaty.  Renewed 
authority  has  l)een  asked  for  by  the  representative 
of  Austria;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  raj^dly  in- 
creanng  trade  and  navigation  between  the  two 
countries  have  been  placed  upon  the  mo*t  liberal 
footing  of  our  navigation  acts. 

Several  alleged  depredations  have  been  recently 
committed  on  oar  commerce  by  the  national  ves- 
sels of  Fortngal.    Tbey  have  been  made  the  snl^ect 
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le  uu)  r«el&inktioii.  I  am 
Ideot  Infonoatioa  to  ex- 
k  dafimtlTi  iqiiikai  of  their  cluracter,  but 
fupoH  aoon  U  reedro  it.  Ho  proper  meani  shall 
be  nmittjj  to  obtain  foi  oar  oitizena  all  the  rediass 
(o  whicb  thej  imj  ftpp«H  lo  be  entitled. 

Alaioat  •(  the  momeat  of  the  a^jo'ii'i"''*"'  ^^ 
joor  laat  aeanon,  two  billa,  thf  one  entitled  "  An 
act  for  "■-'■■"g  qtpmpriatiani  for  bnildiDg  light- 
booaet,  lightboala,  beacons,  and  monuments,  fac- 
ing baoja,  and  for  Improving  harbors  and  directing 
BDrre^"  and  the  other,  "An  act  to  aathoriH  ■ 
nbscriptjoa  for  itock  in  the  Louiirille  and  Port- 
land Canal  Company,"  were  submitted  for  m;  ap- 
proTaL  It  was  not  posmble,  within  the  time  ^- 
loved  me,  before  the  doM  of  the  Ha^n,  to  sire 
tbeM  IW»  the  consideraUon  which  was  dja  to  their 
cbMiaeter  and  importsnce ;  and  I  wsi  compelled  to 
retain  them  for  that  purpose.  I  now  avul  myself 
of  this  earl;  opportmiitj  to  return  them  to  the 
Hoosea  in  which  the;  respective];  originated,  with 
tbe  reaaona  which,  tner  matoni  deliberation,  com- 
pel me  to  withhold  m;  approTal. 

The  practice  of  defraying  out  of  the  Treasurj  of 
the  Uuited  States  the  eipeiMea  incurred  b;  the  ea- 
tabfiafameat  and  siqiport  of  liEhtbouses,  beacons, 
bnoya,  and  public  piers,  within  the  bays,  inlets, 
harbors,  and  porta  of  the  United  States,  to  render 
the  naTigatiun  thereof  safe  and  ems;,  is  ooeval  with 
the  adaption  of  the  Cooititution,  and  has  been  oon- 
tluoed  wiiboat  lutetroption  or  dispute. 

As  out  tbrrign  commerce  increased,  and  was  ex- 
tended into  the  interior  of  the  countiy  b;  the  es- 
tablishment of  porta  of  entry  and  deliver;  npon  our 
BBTiKable  riiQTS,  the  sphere  of  those  expenditures 
received  a  corresponding  enlargement.  IJght- 
honses,  beacons,  buoys,  public  piers,  and  the  i«- 
moTal  of  sand  bars,  sawyers,  and  other  partial  or 
tcmpOTarj  impediments  in  the  naTinbls  liTers  and 
barbota  which  were  embraced  in  the  Terenne  dis- 
Iricta  front  time  to  time  established  by  law,  were 
smtlioriied  upon  the  same  [olnctple,  and  the  ei- 
penae  defra;ed  in  the  same  manner.  That  these 
expenses  bare  at  times  been  extniTagint  and  dis- 
pt^ortioQate,  is  very  probable.  The  cireum- 
itaocee  under  which  they  are  incurred,  are  well 
calcalated  lo  lead  to  such  a  result,  uol^  their  ap- 
plication is  suttjeeted  to  the  closest  scrutiny.  The 
local  adrantages  arising  from  the  disbursement  of 
pobGc  money  too  frequently,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in- 
vite appropriationa.  tor  otfjects  of  this  character 
Aatare  neidierDecesaarynornsefnl.  The  number 
of  Bghtltonw  keepers  it  already  very  la^e,  and  the 
bin  before  me  propoees  to  add  to  it  fiity-one  more, 
of  vsriooa  descriptiona.  From  regweMntaUona  qdoq 
the  snbjact,  whidi  are  nndentood  to  be  entitled  to 
respect,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  there  has  not 
only  been  great  improvidence  in  the  past  eipendl- 
twTM  of  the  Oovemment  npon  theae  objects,  bat 
diat  the  security  of  navigation  has,  In  some  In- 
BttBce^  been  dimiidebed  h;  the  multiplication  of 
HgfathouBea,  and  consequent  change  of  lights,  upon 
As  coast.  It  Is  In  thu,  as  in  other  respects,  out 
du^  to  avoid  all  nnneoeaaaiy  expense,  ss  well  as 
every  increase  of  patronage  not  called  for  b;  the 
poblic  service.  But,  In  the  discharge  of  that  duty 
u  tbia  particular,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in 
rdatioa  to  our  foreign  commerce,  the  burden  and 
boiefit  of  protecting  and  accommodating  it  neces- 
Miilj  go  together,  and  most  do  so  as  long  as  the 
pdtBc  revenue  it  drawn  from  the  people  through 
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the  custom  house.  It  Is  Inditpntable,  that  what- 
ever gives  £icility  and  security  to  navigation,  cheap- 
eas  imports;  and  all  who  consume  them  are  dike 
interested  in  whatever  produces  this  effect.  If  they 
consume,  they  ought,  as  the;  now  do,  to  pay; 
otherwise,  the;  do  not  pay.  The  consumer  in  the 
most  inland  State  derives  the  same  advantage  from 
every  necessary  and  prudent  expenditure  for  (hs 
bcilit;  and  Mcarlty  of  our  foreign  commerce  and 
navigation,  that  he  does  who  resides  in  a  maritime 
State.  Local  expenditures  have  not,  of  themselves, 
a  correspondent  operation. 

From  a  bill  making  i&net  appropriations  for  inch 
objects,  I  should  not  have  withheld  my  assent, 
The  one  now  returned  does  so  in  several  particn- 
lara,  bnt  it  also  oontalns  appropriations  for  surveys 
of  a  local  character,  which  I  cannot  approve.  It 
givea  me  satisfaction  lo  find  that  no  serious  inoon- 
venience  has  arisen  from  withholding  m;  approval 
from  this  bill ;  nor  will  it,  I  trust,  be  cause  of  regret 
that  an  opportunity  will  bn  Uiei«by  afforded  for 
Congress  to  review  Its  provisions  noder  circum- 
stances better  calculated  for  full  Investigalion  tlian 
those  under  wliich  it  was  passed. 

In  speaking  of  direct  appropriations,  I  mean  not 
to  iudude  a  practice  whidi  has  obt^ned  to  some 
extent,  and  la  which  I  have,  in  one  instance,  In  a 
different  capacit;,  given  my  assent — that  of  sub- 
scribing to  the  stock  of  private  assodations.  VoA- 
tive  experience,  and  a  mar«  thorough  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  have  coavinced  me  of  the  im- 
propriety as  welt  as  inexpediency  of  such  invest- 
ments. All  improvements  effected  by  the  fhnda  of 
the  nation,  for  general  use,  should  be  open  to  the 
enjoyment  of  alt  our  fellow-citiieos,  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  tolls,  or  an;  impomtion  of  that 
character.  The  practice  of  thns  mingling  the  con- 
cerns ot  the  Qovemioeat  with  those  of  tlie  States 
or  of  indivlduaU,  is  incon^tent  with  the  object  of 
its  institution,  and  highl;  impolitio.  The  aucceasfnl 
operation  of  tiie  federal  system  can  only  be  pre- 
served b;  confining  it  to  the  few  and  simple,  but 
yet  Important  objects  for  which  it  was  designed. 

A  different  practice,  if  allowed  to  progreses  would 
ultimatel;  change  the  character  of  this  Oovem- 
ment,  by  consohdating  into  one  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  which  were  intended  to  be 
kept  forever  distinct.  I  cannot  perceive  how  bills 
authorizing  such  subscriptions  can  be  otherwise 
regarded  than  as  bills  for  revenue,  and  consequent- 
ly sutiject  to  the  rule  In  that  respect  prescribed  by 
tJie  oonstitntion.  If  the  interest  of  the  Govem- 
meet  in  private  compentel  is  subordinate  to  that  of 
individuals,  the  management  and  control  of  a  par- 
tion  of  the  public  funds  is  delegated  to  an  authority 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  beyond  the  super- 
vision of  oar  constituents;  if  superior,  its  ofllcert 
and  agents  will  be  constsntly  exposed  to  imputa- 
tions of  favoritism  and  oppression.  Direct  pr^u- 
dice  to  the  public  interest,  or  an  alienation  of  tiie 
affections  and  respect  of  portions  of  the  people, 
may,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  general  discredit 
resulting  to  the  Government  from  embarking  with 
its  constituents  in  pecuniary  specaUtions,  be  looked 
for  as  the  probable  fruit  of  such  aesbciatioos.  It  i* 
no  answer  to  this  objection  to  say  that  ttie  extent 
of  consequences  like  these  cannot  be  great  from  a 
United  and  smalt  number  of  investmenia ;  because 
experience  in  other  matters  teaches  us,  and  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  disregard  its  admonitions,  that^ 
unless  an  entire  Hop  ba  put  lo  the^  b  will  kwh 
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be  impoirible  to  pretent  their  icouinuktioii,  nntil 

they  &re  sprsad  otst  the  whole  coontry,  and  made 
to  embrace  miaj  of  th«  priTste  and  appropriate 
concemiof  indiTidualSp 

The  power  which  tbe  Oenerai  Goveromeat  wouid 
acquire  within  the  wveral  States  by  becoming  the 
principal  alockholder  in  corporaliona,  coDtroUing 
ever;  caaal  and  each  tixty  or  bunib^d  tnilee  of 
everj  important  road,  aod  giving  a  proportionate 
Tote  in  in  their  electione,  ia  almost  iaconceiTable, 
and,  ia  m;  riew,  dongerooa  to  the  libertiei  of  the 
people. 


impiDTidence  in  tbe  administnlion  of  the  Dational 
fand«.  AppropriaUoDi  will  be  obtained  with  much 
greater  facility,  and  Kranled  with  lets  secnritj  to 
tbe  pobtic  interest,  when  the  meaanre  ia  thus  dis- 
guised, than  when  definite  and  direct  expendituiea 
of  mooej  are  aiked  for.  The  intereeta  of  the  na- 
tiOQ  would  doubtless  be  better  served  bj  avoiding 
all  such  indirect  modes  of  aidiog  particular  objects. 
In  a  Government  like  onra,  more  eapei^allf ,  should 
all  public  acta  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  dmple,  and 
un^isguiMd,  and  intelligible,  that  the;  ma;  become 
fit  su^'ecU  for  the  annobation  or  animiidverdou 
of  the  people.  The  btUauthoriziUe  a  subscripcion 
to  tbe  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  affaiilB  a 
striking  illnstK^OD  of  Ibe  difficult;  of  withholding 
additional  kppropriatioDs  for  the  same  object,  when 
the  firU  ettOBeooa  step  has  been  taken  by  institut- 
luf  a  partnenhip  between  the  Oovemmeut  and 
private  companies.  It  proposes  a  third  sabtcrip- 
uoD  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  United  States,  when  each 
precedbg  one  wu  at  the  time  regarded  as  the  ei- 
teut  of  the  aid  which  Oovemment  was  to  render  to 
that  work ;  and  the  accompanying  bill  for  light- 
houses, Ac.,  conlains  an  appropriation  for  a  lUrve; 
of  the  bed  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  its  improve- 
ment, by  removing  the  obstruction  which  the  canal 
is  designed  to  avoid.  This  improvement,  if  euc- 
ceasful,  would  afford  a  free  passage  to  the  river, 
aod  render  the  canal  entirely  useless.  To  sach  im- 
providence ia  the  course  of  legislation  subject,  in 
relation  to  internal  improvements  on  looal  matters, 
even  with  tbe  best  intentions  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. 

Although  tbe  motives  which  have  influenced  me 
In  this  matter  may  be  already  suffldently  stated, 
I  am,  nevertheless,  induced  by  its  importance,  to 
add  a  few  observatiana  of  a  general  character. 

In  ray  objections  to  the  bills  autboridng  sub- 
Kriptions  to  the  Uaysville  and  Rockville  Road 
Companies,  I  expressed  my  views  fully  In  regard  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  cooatmct  roads  and 
oanals  within  a  Slate,  or  to  appropriate  money  for 
improvements  of  a  local  character.  I,  at  the  Bame 
time,  intimated  my  belief  that  the  right  to  make 
appropriations  for  aoob  as  were  of  a  national  ohar- 
scler  had  been  so  generally  acted  upon,  and  so 
long  acquiesced  in  by  the  Federal  and  State  GoV' 
enuaents,  and  the  eonitituents  of  each,  as  to  jus- 
tify its  exercise  on  the  ground  of  oontinued  and 


character,  should,  with  the  exception  made  at  the 
time,  be  deferred  until  the  national  debt  is  paid, 
and  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  some  general  rule  for 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  that  respect  ought 
to  be  established. 
These  auggestioua  were  not  neceBsar;  to  the  de- 
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cislon  of  tbe  question  then  befbre  me ;  and  were,  I 
readily  admit,  intended  to  awaken  the  attention, 
and  draw  forth  the  opinions  and  observations  of 
our  constitaents  apon  a  subject  of  tbe  highest  im- 
portance to  their  interests,  and  one  destined  to 
iiert  a  powerful  infinence  upon  the  future  opera- 
ions  of  our  political  system.  I  know  of  no  tribn- 
nal  to  wliich  a  pnbliq  man  in  this  country,  in  a  ease 
of  doubt  and  difflculty,  can  appeal  with  greater  ad' 
vantage  or  more  propriety,  than  the  Judgment  of 
tbe  people ;  and  although  I  must  necessarily,  in 
the  dtseluTge  of  my  offinal  duties,  be  governed  by 
the  dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  I  have  no  desire 
to  conceal  mf  aDxious  wish  to  conform,  as  far  as  I 
can,  to  (be  views  of  those  for  whom  I  act. 

All  irregular  expressions  of  public  o[Nnion  ai«  of 
necesuty  attended  with  some  doubt  as  to  their  ac- 
curacy; but,  making  fhll  allowancea  on  that  ae- 
coont,  I  cannot,  I  think,  deceive  myself  in  believing 
that  tiie  acis  referred  to,  as  well  as  the  suggestions 
which  I  allowed  myself  to  make  in  relation  to  their 
bearing  npon  tbe  future  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  been  approved  by  tbe  great  body  of 
the  people.  That  those  whose  immediate  pecn- 
niary  interests  are  to  be  affected  by  proposed  ex- 
penditures Aoald  shrink  (iom  the  ap^ication  of  » 
rule  which  prefers  their  more  general  and  remote 
interests  to  those  which  are  personal  and  imme- 
^te,  is  to  be  expected.  But  even  such  objoctiona 
must,  from  the  natnre  of  our  population,  be  but 
temporary  in  their  duration;  and  if  it  were  other- 
wise, our  course  should  be  tiie  same,  tbr  the  time 
is  yet,  I  hope,  iar  distant,  when  those  intrusted 
with  power  to  be  exercised  for  the  good  of  th« 
whole,  will  consider  it  either  honest  or  wise  to  pur- 
chase local  tavoT  at  the  sacrifice  of  principle  and 
the  general  good. 

So  understanding  pablle  sentiment,  and  thorough- 
ly satined  that  the  best  interests  of  our  commoa 
country  impsriuusly  require  that  the  course  which 
I  haverecoomiended  in  this  regard  should  be  adopt- 
ed, I  have,  upon  tbe  most  matore  consideration, 
determined  to  pursue  it. 

It  Is  due  to  candor,  as  well  as  to  my  own  leel- 
inga,  that  I  should  express  the  reluctance  and  anx- 
iety which  I  must  at  all  times  experience  in  exer- 
cising the  nndoubled  right  of  tbe  Eiecntive  to 
withhold  his  assent  fhim  billa  on  other  grounds 
than  their  nneonstitntloDallty.  That  this  right 
should  not  be  exercised  on  slight  occasions,  ail  will 
admit.  It  is  only  in  mattera  of  deep  interest,  when 
tbe  principle  involved  may  be  Justly  regarded  as 
next  in  importance  to  infractions  of  tbe  conatitu- 
tion  itself,  that  such  a  step  can  be  expected  to  meet 
with  tbe  approbation  of  the  people.  Such  an  occa- 
sion do  I  conscientiously  believe  the  present  to  b«. 
In  the  discharge  of  this  delicate  and  highly  leapon- 
aible  duty,  I  am  sustained  by  the  reSectton  that  the 
exercise  of  this  power  has  been  deemed  consistent 
with  tbe  obligation  of  official  duty  by  several  of  mjr 
predecessors;  and  by  the  persuasion,  too,  that 
whatever  liberal  institutions  may  have  to  fear  from 
the  encroachments  of  Executive  power,  which  has 
been  everynhere  the  cause  of  so  much  strife  and 
bloody  contention,  but  UtUe  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended from  a  precedent  by  which  that  authority 
denies  to  itself  tbe  exercise  of  powers  that  bring 
in  their  train  inSuence  and  patronage  of  great  ex- 
tent ;  and  thus  excludes  the  operation  of  personal 
interests,  everywliere  the  bane  of  official  trust.  I 
derive,  too,  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  from  tbe 
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icfleetion,  that,  if  I  hai 
■nd  wighei  of  the  people,  the  conatitution  affords 
the  matnt  of  soon  redresang  the  error,  bj  «elect- 
Eag  for  the  pUee  their  Isvor  has  bestowed  upon  me 
a  citiien  whoee  opinioiu.  maj  accord  with  their 
cwD.  I  trntt,  in  the  mean  time,  the  lutereata  of 
the  nation  will  be  saTed  from  (Hwudtce,  by  a  rigid 
appIieatioD  of  that  portion  of  the  pnbllc  funds 
which  mirfit  otherwise  be  applied  to  different  ob- 
ject!^—to  that  highest  of  all  our  obllgationa,  the  pajr- 
ment  of  the  pnblic  debt,  and  an  opportunity  be 
■ffi>rded  foe  the  adoption  of  some  better  rule  for 
tke  operationa  of  the  GoTerumsnt  in  this  matter 
liiaD  any  which  haa  hitherto  been  acted  upon. 

Profoundly  impressed  with  the  imporLance  of 
the  mbject,  not  merely  le  it  relates  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  country,  but  to  the  safety  of  the 
federal  systeTn,  I  cannot  aroid  repeating  my  ear- 
Kit  bope  that  all  good  ddzens,  who  take  a  proper 
inlereat  in  tbe  success  and  liarmouy  of  oar  admi- 
laUe  political  institutions ;  and  who  are  incapable 
of  dearing  to  conTert  an  opposite  state  of  things 
mto  means  for  the  fpvtiScation  of  personal  ambi- 
Uoo — will,  laying  aside  minor  considerations,  and 
dncarding  local  prejudices,  unite  their  honest  ex- 
ertions to  establish  some  fixed  general  principle, 
which  shall  be  olculated  to  eSTect  the  greatest  ei- 
lent  ol  public  good  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  iuter- 
nal  improvement,  and  ubrd  tbe  least  ground  for 
•Ecttoiul  discontent. 

The  general  ground  of  my  objection  to  local  ap-. 
proprialjoiis  has  been  heretofore  expressed ;  sad  I 
•ban  ende^TOr  to  SToid  a  repetition  of  what  has 
been  alread^nrged — the  importance  of  sustaioiug 
the  State  sOTereignties,  as  fu  as  Is  consistent  wi^ 
the  lightfiil  action  of  the  Federal  GOTemment,  and 
of  preaerriiig  the  greatest  attainable  harmony  be- 
lwe«i  them.  I  will  now  only  add  an  eipresaion  of 
my  couTiction — a  conviction  which  every  day's 
e^)erience  serres  to  conflrm — that  the  political 
need  wUch  inculcates  the  pursuit  of  those  great 
otjeets  ae  a  paramouat  duty  is  the  true  faith,  and 
one  to  which  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  pres- 
ent sqceeflB  of  the  entire  system,  and  to  whiiji  we  , 
nnit  aloDe  look  for  its  future  stability. 

That  there  are  diierdties  in  the  interests  of  tlte 
£Berent  Sutes  which  compose  this  eiteosiTe  con- 
Meracy,  must  be  admitted.  Those  diversities, 
arisng  from  situation,  climate,  population,  aud 
{raisnita,  are  doubtless,  as  it  is  natural  ihey  should 
he,  greaUy  exaggerated  by  jealousies,  and  that 
ijiit  of  rivalry  so  inseparable  Crora  neighboring 
communities.  These  eircumslances  make  it  the 
duty  of  those  who  are  intmsted  with  the  mansge- 
Dcnt  of  its  affairs  to  neutralize  their  effects  as  far 
as  practicable,  by  making  the  beneSdal  operation 
if  the  Federal  Government  as  equst  and  equitable 
among  the  several  Btates  as  can  be  done  con- 
BMently  with  the  great  ends  of  its  institatioii. 

It  is  only  accessary  to  refer  to  undoubted  facts, 
to  see  how  far  the  past  acta  of  the  Government 
upon  the  aahjeet  under  consideration  have  fallen 
short  of  this  object.  The  expenditures  heretofore 
made  for  internal  impravemenla  amount  to  upwards 
of  fire  minioua  of  dollars,  and  have  been  distrib- 
*ted  in  very  unequal  proportions  amongst  the 
Etates.  The  estimated  expense  of  works  of  which 
KUTeys  have  been  made,  together  with  that  of 
others  projected  and  partially  surveyed,  amount  to 
More  than  ninety-six  millions  of  dollars. 

Thftt  snch  improvements,  oa  accoont  of  particu- 


lar circumstances,  may  be  more  advantageously 
and  beneficially  made  in  some  States  than  in  others, 
is  doubtless  true ;  but  that  they  are  of  a  character 
which  should  prevent  an  equitable  distribution  of 
the  Rinds  amongst  the  several  Slates,  is  not  to  be 
conceded.  The  want  of  this  equitable  distribution 
cannot  tail  to  prove  a  prolific  source  of  irritation 
amongst  the  States. 

We  have  it  constantly  before  our  eyes,  that  pro- 
fessions of  superior  zeal  in  tbe  causa  of  internal 
improvement,  and  a  disposition  to  lavish  tbe  public 
fund«  Bpon  objects  of  that  character,  are  dally  and 
eamesttv  put  forth  by  aspirants  to  power,  as  consti- 
tuting the  highest  claiEns  to  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  Would  it  be  strange,  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  in  times  of  great  excitement,  that 
grants  of  this  description  should  find  their  motives 
in  objects  which  may  not  accord  with  the  public 
good?  Those  who  have  not  had  occaaoit  to  see 
and  regret  the  indication  of  a  sinister  influence  in 
these  matters  in  past  times,  have  been  mora  for- 
tunate than  myself  in  their  observation  of  the 
course  of  public  affurs.  If  to  tbese  evils  be  added 
the  combinations  and  angry  contentions  to  which 
such  a  course  of  things  gives  rise,  with  their  bale- 
ful influences  upon  the  legislation  of  Congress 
touching  tbe  leading  and  appropriate  duties  of  the 
Federal  Government,  it  was  but  doing  Justice  to  the 
character  of  our  people  to  eipect  the  severe  con- 
demaaUon  of  tbe  past  which  the  recent  exhibition 
of  public  sentiment  has  evinced. 

Nothing  short  of  a  radioal  change  in  the  action 
of  the  l&vernment  upon  the  subject,  can,  in  my 
opinion,  remedy  the  eviL  If|  as  it  would  be  natural 
to  eipect,  the  States  which  hare  been  least  tavor^ 
ed  in  past  appropriations  should  insist  on  being 
redressed  in  tbose  hereafter  to  be  made,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Slates  which  have  so  largel;  and 
disproportionately  participated,  we  have,  as  matters 
now  stand,  but  Uttle  security  that  the  attempt  would 
do  more  than  cbange  the  inequality  from  one  quar- 
ter to  another. 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  hare  heretofore  felt 
it  mj  duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  some 
plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which 
may  at  any  time  remain  in  the  Treasury  after  tbe 
national  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  among  tbe 
States,  in  proportion  to  the  uamber  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, to  be  applied  by  them  to  objects  of 
Internal  improvement 

Although  this  plan  has  met  with  favor  in  some 
portions  of  the  Union,  it  has  also  elicited  objections 
which  merit  deliberate  consideration.  X.  brief 
notice  of  these  objections  here  will  not,  therefore,  I 
trust,  be  regarded  as  out  of  pbce. 

They  rest,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, on  the  following  grounds  :  Ist,  an  objection 
to  tbe  ratio  of  distribution;  2d,  an  apprehension 
that  the  existence  of  such  a  regulation  would  pro- 
duce iiaprovldent  and  oppressive  taxation  to  nuse 
the  funds  for  distribution ;  Sd,  that  the  mode  pro- 
posed would  lead  to  the  cnnstniction  of  works  of  a 
local  nature,  to  the  exclusion  of  such  as  are  general, 
and  as  would  consequently  be  of  a  mora  useful 
character ;  and.  last,  that  it  would  create  a  dis- 
creditable and  injurious  dependence,  on  the  part  of 
the  State  Governments,  upon  tbe  federal  power. 
Of  those  who  object  to  the  ratio  of  representation 
ss  the  bads  of  distribution,  some  insist  that  the  im- 
portations of  tbe  respective  States  would  constitute 
one  that  would  be  more  equitable  j    wid  Others,* 
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>g4in,  thit  the  eitenC  of  their  raBpectire  territoriei 
would  fiimiBh  ■  HkDiUrd  which  would  be  mora  ei- 
pedieat,  and  safficiently  eqoitablo.    The 


lentio  of  contribution,  whether  the  funib  to  be  dis- 
tributed be  derived  from  the  cultonu  or  from  direct 
taxation.  It  does  not  follow,  howerer,  that  its 
■doption  is  indiepeneable  to  the  eBtablUhment  of 
the  sjBtem  proposed.  There  may  be  coosiderationa 
appertaining  to  Che  subject  which  would  render  a 
departure,  to  some  extent,  from  the  rule  of  cootrj- 
buiioo,  proper.  Nor  is  it  absolutely  neceasarj  that 
the  ba^s  of  dlatribution  be  coofined  to  one  ground. 


that  "  it  is  Dot  probable  that  any  acyustment  of  the 
tariff  upon  prbciples  satiafkctorj  to  the  people  of 
the  UmoD,  will,  until  a  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave 
the  Government  without  a  conriderable  surplua  in 
the  Treasury  beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its 
current  aervice."  I  have  had  no  cause  to  chajige  that 
opinion,  but  much  to  conGrm  It.  Should  these  ex- 
pectations be  reahied,a  suitable  fund  would  thua  be 
produced  for  the  plan  under  consideration  to 
operate  upon ;  and  if  there  be  no  such  fund,  its 
adoption  will,  in  my  oiunion,  work  no  injury  to  any 
interest;  for  I  cannot  assent  to  the  jusinesi  of  the 
apprahennoD  that  the  eBtablishmentof  the  proposed 
system  would  tend  to  the  enconragemeot  of  improv- 
ident legislation  of  the  character  aupposed.  What- 
ever the  proper  authority,  in  the  exercise  of  consti- 
tutional power,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafler,  decide 
to  be  fbr  the  general  good,  will,  in  that  as  in  other 
respects,  deserve  and  recnve  the  acquiescence  and 
support  of  the  whole  countn;  and  we  have  ample 
security  that  every  abase  of  power  in  that  regard, 
by  the  agents  of  Uie  people,  will  receive  a  speedy 
and  efTectual  corrective  at  their  haads.  The  views 
which  I  take  of  the  future,  founded  on  the  obvions 
and  Increadag  Improvement  of  all  classes  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  in  intelligence,  and  in  public  and 
private  virtue,  leave  me  without  much  apprehendou 
on  that  head. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  after  us  will 
be  as  much  alive  m  we  are  to  the  obligation  upon 
all  the  trustees  of  political  power  to  exempt  those 
for  whom  they  Mt  from  all  unnecessary  burdens  ; 
and  IS  sensible  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  beyond  those  required  for 
the  Immediate  and  necessary  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment, can  nowhere  be  so  well  deposited  ai  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

It  may  somcitimes  happen  that  the  interests  of 
particular  States  would  not  be  deemed  to  coincide 
with  the  genetal  interest  In  relation  to  improve- 
ment withm  snch  States,  But,  if  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  &om  this  source  is  sufflcient  to  n 
quire  it,  a  discredon  might  he  reserved  to  Congret 
to  direct,  to  such  Improvements  of  a  general  chai^ 
BCter  as  the  States  concerned  might  not  be  dis- 
posed to  unite  In,  the  application  of  the  quotas  of 
[hose  States,  under  the  restriction  of  conBning  to 
each  State  the  expenditure  of  its  appropriate  quota. 
It  may,  however,  be  assumed  as  a  safe  general 
rule,  that  snch  improvements  as  serve  to  Increase 
tbe  prosperity  of  the  respective  States  iit  which 
'  they  are  made,  by  goring  new  bcilities  to  trade, 
Mid  tbereb^  angnienting  the  wealth  and  comfort  of 


their  inhabitants,  constitute  the   e 
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glory,  of  the  confederacy,  is  m^nly  founded  oi 
prosperity  and  power  of  the  severvl  independent 
sovereignties  of  which  it  Is  compoaed,  and  the  oer- 
t^ty  with  which  they  can  b«  brought  into  soo- 
cessf^l,  active  co-operation,  throngb  the  agenoy  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

It  Is,  moreover,  within  the  knowledge  of  auoh  a* 
are  at  all  convcnant  with  public  afiairs,  that 
schemes  of  internal  improvement  have,  from  time 
to  time,  been  proposed,  which,  from  their  extent 
and  seeming  magnificence,  were  regarded  as  of 
national  concernment ;  but  which,  upon  fuller  con- 
nderation  and  fbrther  experience,  would  nmr  bv 
ejected  witb  great  unanimity. 

That  the  plan  under  consideration  would  derin 
nportont  advantages  from  Its  certainty ;  and  that 
the  moneys  set  apart  for  these  purposes  would  bn 
more  judidously  applied  and  economically  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  State  LegMunrcs,  in 
which  every  part  of  each  State  is  immediately  rep- 
resented, cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted.  In  the  new 
Stales  partlonlorly,  where  a  compaiaUvely  small 
population  is  scattered  over  on  eiteoslve  surfltce, 
and  the  representation  in  Congress  oonsequenUj 
very  limited,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  ap{m>> 
priations  made  by  the  Federd  Government  wonld 
be  more  likely  to  be  expended  In  tbe  vicinity  of 
those  members  through  whnse  immediate  agency 
the;  were  obtained,  than  if  the  Amds  were  ^aeed 
the  control  of  the  Legislature,  in  which  every 
county  of  tbe  State  has  its  own  regpesenlative. 
This  suppodtioD  doos  not  necCMarily  impugn  &a 
ives  of  such  Congressional  representatives,  nor 
.  so  intended.  We  aro  all  eentible  of  tbe  Uu 
hioh  tlie  strongest  minds  and  purest  hearts  ar«, 
under  such  turcomstances,  liable.  In  respect  to  the 
Ust  objection,  its  probable  efl^ct  npon  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  the  State  Oovemmenis,  it 
appears  to  me  only  necessary  to  state  the  case  aa 
It  is,  and  aa  it  would  be  if  the  measure  proposed 
were  adopted,  to  show  that  the  operation  ia  most 
Hkely  to  be  the  very  revetse  of  tiiat  which  the  ob- 

:tion  supposes. 

In  the  one  case,  the  State  would  reodve  its  quota 
of  the  national  revenue  for  domestic  use,  upon  k 
fixed  principle,  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  a. 
fund  to  the  creation  of  which  it  had  itself  contrib- 
uted it«  &ir  proportion.  Surely  there  could  be 
nothing  derogatory  in  that.  As  matters  now  stand, 
the  States  themselves,  in  their  sovereign  character, 
are  not  unfrequently  petitioners  at  tiie  bar  of  the 
Federal  Legislature  for  sooli  allowances  ont  of  the 
national  Treasury  as  it  may  comport  with  their 
pleasure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them.  It 
cannot  require  ailment  to  prove  which  of  the  two 
courses  is  most  compatible  with  the  etflciency  or 
respectability  of  the  Slate  Oovemmenta. 

But  all  these  are  matters  for  discussion  and  dis- 
passionate consideration.  That  the  denr«d  ad- 
justment would  be  attended  with  difficulty,  afibrda 
no  resson  why  It  should  not  be  attempted.  Tbe 
effective  operation  of  sneh  moUves  would  hare 
prevented  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  under 
which  we  have  so  long  lived,  and  under  the  benign 
infiuence  of  which  our  beloved  country  has  so  ng- 
nally  prospered.  The  fjwners  of  that  sacred  In- 
strument had  greater  difficulties  to  overcome,  and 
they  did  overcome  them.    Tbe  patriotiam  of  Uip 
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people,  dirmled  bj  a  deep  coaTiction  of 
pocUiuB  U  the  Union,  prodocad  untiul  eoi 
■ltd  rMaproeal  fait>eu«iic«.  Strict  right  <ru  merged 
m  k  tfitit  of  compnHniw,  aad  the  remit  bu  eonu- 
ented  their  d)ant«r««ted  deTotion  to  the  geoenl 
weaL  nnlcM  the  Anerieui  peoiJe  h>Te  degenei^ 
Ued,  th«  nme  reenk  caa  be  again  eBecled,  whcn- 
enr  eiperianoe  poiata  oat  the  DBeeaatT  of  a  reiorC 
to  the  same  meaiu  to  nphold  the  &brio  which  th«tr 
falhen  have  reaicd.  It  ia  bejond  the  po««r  of 
man  to  make  a  erslcm  of  gnventment  like  onn,  or 
any  Dtb«r,  operale  with  precise  equalll;  upon  Statei 
(itnated  like  those  which  compose  this  confeder- 
acy; nor  if  inequalil;  always  injustice.  Erery 
Stat«  cannot  expect  to  shape  the  meaauree  of  the 
OenenI  Ooiemment  to  Buit  ila  own  particuUr  in- 
tereaU-  Tbe  causes  which  prevent  it  are  seated  In 
the  natim  of  things,  and  cannot  be  entirely  coun- 
teraeted  by  bomaa  meana.  Uutual  forbeaianee, 
therefore,  beoomea  a  duty  oUigatory  apon  all ;  and 
we  may,  t  am  confident,  count  on  a  cheerful  com- 
pGanee  with  Ibi*  tdgh  iqjoDction,  on  the  part  of  our 
eeastituente.  It  ia  not  to  be  sappoaed  that  they 
wifl  object  to  make  soeh  coiiipar«ti*ely  iDcoosider- 
able  Muriflceafor  the  preeerTalion  of  rlghla  and 
privih^es,  which  other  leaa  brored  portions  of  the 
«mU  have  in  rain  waded  through  saai  of  blood  to 

Oar  comae  ia  a  safe  ooe,  if  it  be  but  faithfully 
adhered  to.  Acquieacenoe  in  the  conitilutionaUy 
eipraased  will  of  the  majority,  and  the  exercise  of 
that  will  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  juaUce,  and 
bratberij  kindness,  will  constitute  a  cemeot  which 
wtnld  fonver  pnserre  our  Cnion.  Those  who 
Aeriah  and  iueulcate  sentiments  like  these,  render 
a  Bioat  eawDtial  service  to  their  country ;  whilst 
thnar  who  seek  to  weaken  their  influeuce,  are,  how- 
ever coMWientiouB  and  praiseworthy  their  inten- 
IMDB,  in  effect  Its  worst  enemies. 

If  the  intelligence  and  iofluenoe  of  the  coontry, 
instead  of  labonng  to  foment  sectional  pngudices, 
a  party  «ar£u^,  were,  ' 
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9  timee,  this  la«k  would  prove  one 
•r  leaa  ^OenUy.  May  we  not  hope  that  the  ob- 
vieoa  interest*  of  oui  common  country,  and  the 
dietatea  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  will,  in  the 
Old,  lead  the  imblio  mind  in  that  direction. 

jlftcr  aH,  tbe  nature  of  the  suhject  doefl  not  ad- 
nit  of  a  plan  wholly  free  from  objection.  That 
wUek  haa  for  some  time  been  in  operaUon  is,  per- 
hapa,  die  woret  that  could  exist;  and  every  ad- 
nnee  that  can  be  made  in  its  Improvement  is  a 
■laUer  eniiaentl;  worthy  of  your  moat  deliberate 

It  ia  Tery  poasible  that  one  better  calcoUted  to 
(Act  (he  ot^eeta  in  view  may  yet  be  deviaed.  If 
•0,  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  disapprove  of 
the  past,  and  diaaent  from  what  fs  proposed  for  the 
fttai«,  will  feel  it  their  dnty  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion  to  H,  aa  they  moat  be  sensible  that,  nnleaa 
•ame  fixed  rale  for  the  action  of  the  Federal  Oov- 
emmeat  in  tUi  raapeet  ia  eatijiliahed,  the  course 
low  aMeaipled  to  be  arrested  will  be  agun  resorted 
tOL  Any  mode  which  is  calcnlaled  to  give  the 
pcalest  degree  ofell^tand  harmony  to  onr  legis- 
lation upon  tbe  anhject — which  shall  best  serve  to 
keep  the  movementa  of  the  Federal  Government 
witfaiB  the  sphwe  intended  by  those  who  modelled 


and  thooe  who  adopted  It — which  shall  lead  to  the 
eitiDgulahment  of  tbe  national  debt  in  the  shortest 
period,  and  impose  tbe  lightest  bdrdene  upon  oar 
oonstituents,  shall  receive  from  me  a  cordial  and 
firm  sapport. 

Among  the  objects 'of  great  national  concern,  I 
cannot  omit  to  press  again  upon  your  attention  tlut 
part  of  the  conatitutioa  which  regnlatee  the  elec- 
tion of  Fresdent  and  Vice  Freaident.  Tbe  neces- 
sity for  Ita  amendment  ia  made  so  clear  to  my  mind 
by  the  obaemition  of  tta  evils,  and  by  the  many 
aide  diseostions  which  tbe;  have  elicited  on  the 
Boor  of  Congress  and  elsewhere,  that  I  should  be 
wanting  to  my  duty  were  I  to  withhold  another 
expresdon  of  my  deep  solicitude  upon  the  subject. 
Our  system  fortunately  contemplates  a  recurrence 
to  first  prindples,  differing.  In  this  respect,  from  all 
that  have  preceded  it,  and  securing  it,  I  trust, 
equally  against  the  decay  and  the  eonunotiOM 
which  have  marked  %h6  progress  of  other  Qovem- 
menta.  Our  fellow-citiiens,  too,  who,  in  proportion 
to  their  love  of  Uberty,  keep  a  steady  eye  upon  the 
meana  of  sustaining  it,  do  not  reqiure  to  be  re- 
minded of  the  duty  they  owe  to  themselves  to 
remedy  idl  essential  defects  in  so  vital  a  part  of 
their  system.  While  they  are  sensible  that  every 
evil  attendant  upon  its  operation  is  not  necessarily 
indicative  of  a  bad  organiiation,  but  may  prooeed 
from  temporary  causes,  yet  the  habitual  presence, 
or  even  a  ringle  instance  of  evils  which  can  be 
clearly  traced  to  an  orgamo  defect,  will  not,  I  trust, 
be  overlooked  through  a  too  scmpuloua  veneration 
for  the  work  of  their  ancoatots.  Tbe  oonsiitatioQ 
was  an  experiment  committed  to  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  great  maas  of  our  countrymen, 
in  whose  ranks  the  framers  of  it  themselves  were 
to  perform  the  part  of  patriotio  observation  and 
scrutiny  ;  and  if  they  have  passed  from  tbe  stage 
of  existence  with  an  increased  confidence  in  its 
general  adaptation  to  our  oondition,  we  should 
team  from  authority  so  high  the  duty  of  fortifying 
the  poiuts  in  it  which  time  proves  to  be  exposei^ 
niiiet  than  be  deterred  from  approaohing  them  by 
the  auggestioni  of  fear,  or  the  dictates  of  misplaced 


A  provision  whioh  does  not  secure  to  the  people 
a  direct  choioe  of  their  CJiief  Magistrate,  but  has  a 
tendency  to  defeat  their  will,  presented  to  my  mind 
such  an  inconsiatency  with  the  general  tfirit  of  our 
institutions,  that  J  was  induced  to  suggest  for  your 
conmderation  tbe  substitnte  wliioh  appeared  to  me 
at  the  same  time  the  most  likely  to  correct  the  evil, 
and  to  meet  the  views  of  our  constituents.  Tbe 
most  mature  reflection  since  has  added  strength  to 
the  belief  tiiat  the  best  interests  of  our  country 
require  tbe  speedy  adoption  of  some  plan  calculated 
to  effect  this  end.  A  contingency  which  some- 
times places  it  in  the  power  of  a  eingle  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  decide  an  election 
of  BO  high  and  solemn  a  character,  is  niyust  to  the 
people,  and  becomes,  when  it  occurs,  a  source  of 
embarrassment  to  the  individuals  thus  brought  into 
power,  and  a  cause  of  distrust  of  the  representative 
body.  Liable  aa  the  confederacy  is,  from  ita  great 
extent,  to  parties  fonnded  upon  aectional  ioteresta, 
and  to  a  corresponding  muittplication  of  candidates 
for  the  Presidency,  the  tendency  of  the  oonstitit- 
tional  refcrenea  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
la,  to  devolve  the  election  upon  that  body  in  almost 
every  instance,  and,  whatever  choice  may  Chen  be 
made  among  the  candidates   thua  presented   (o 
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them,  to  swell  the  influeuce  of  psrUcoler  intereiU 
to  &  degree  inconsistent  with  the  general  good. 
The  consequences  of  this  feitnre  of  the  cooatitu- 
tiOD  appear  tar  more  threatening  to  the  peace  and 
integrity  of  the  Union  than  anj  which  I  can  con- 
ceive as  likely  to  result  from  the  simple  legislatiTe 
action  of  the  Federal  Government. 

It  wM  a  leading  object  vith  the  framers  of  the 
coDsdtntion  to  keep  as  separate  as  posEible  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Le^slative  and  Executive  branches  of 
the  Government.  To  secure  this  object,  nothing 
is  more  enen^al  than  to  preserve  the  former  from 
tlie  temptations  of  private  interest,  and,  therefore, 
so  to  direct  the  patronitge  of  the  latter  as  not  to 
permit  euch  temptations  to  be  offered.  £iperieace 
abundaDtly  demooBtrates  that  every  precaution  in 
this  respect  is  a  valuable  safeguard  of  liberty,  and 
one  which  my  raflectione  upon  the  tendencies  of 
our  syetem  incline  me  to  think  should  be  made  atill 
atroDger.  It  was  for  this  reason  that,  in  connection 
with  an  amendment  of  the  conalitution,  removing 
■U  intermediate  agency  in  the  choice  of  the  Presi- 
dent, I  recommended  some  restrictiona  upon  the 
re-eligibilitj  of  that  offioer,  and  upon  the  tenure  of 
offices  generally.  The  reason  still  exiats;  and  I 
renew  the  recommendation,  with  an  increased  con- 
Edence  tlut  its  adoption  will  strengthen  those 
cbeolu  by  which  the  conslitution  designed  to  se- 
cure the  independenoe  of  each  department  of  the 
Government,  and  promote  the  healthful  and  equit- 
able adnuniltratlon  of  all  the  trusts  which  it  has 
crested.  The  agent  most  likely  to  contravene  this 
deugn  of  the  conslitution  is  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
In  order,  partJculorty,  that  his  appointment  may, 
as  lar  as  possible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  improper  influences ;  in  order  that  he  may  ap- 
proach the  solemn  responsibihtiea  of  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  a  free  people,  uncommitted  to 
any  other  course  than  the  strict  line  of  constitu- 
tional duty;  and  that  the  securities  for  this  inde- 
pendence may  be  rendered  as  strong  as  the  nature 
of  power,  and  the  weakness  of  its  posseaeor,  wiU 
admit,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  your  attention 
to  the  propriety  of  promoting  such  nn  amendment 
of  the  constitution   as  will  render  liim  ineligible 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce  to  Congress 
that  the  benevolent  poUcy  of  the  Gocemment, 
steadily  pursued  for  nearly  thirty  years,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  white 
settlements,  is  approaching  to  a  happy  consumma- 
tion. Two  Important  tribes  have  accepted  the  pro- 
vision made. for  their  removal  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress;  and  it  is  bcUeved  that  their  example 
will  induce  the  remaining  tribes,  alio,  to  seek  the 
same  obvious  advantages. 

The  consequences  of  a  speedy  removal  will  be 
important  lo  the  United  States,  to  Individual  Statea, 
and  to  the  Indians  themselves.  The  pecuniary  ad- 
vantages which  it  promises  to  the  Government  are 
the  least  of  its  recommendations.  It  puts  an  end 
to  all  possible  danger  of  collision  between  the  au- 
thorities of  the  General  and  State  Governments,  on 
account  of  the  Indians.  It  will  place  a  dense  and 
civilized  population  in  targe  tracts  of  country  now 
occupied  by  a  few  savage  hunters.  By  Opening  the 
whole  territory  between  Teonessee  on  the  north, 
and  Louisiana  on  the  south,  to  the  settlement  of 
the  whites,  it  will  incalculably  strengthen  the 
Bouthwestem  frontier,  and  render  the  adjacent 
States  strong  enough  to  repel  future  invasion  with- 
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out  remote  aid.  It  will  relieve  the  whole  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  the  western  part  of  Alabama,  of 
Indian  occupancy,  and  enable  those  States  to  ad- 
vance rafndly  in  population,  wealth,  and  power. 
It  will  separate  the  Indians  from  immediate  con- 
tact with  settlements  of  whites;  free  them  from 
the  power  of  the  States;  euable  them  to  parsue 
happiness  in  their  own  way,  and  under  their  own 
rude  institutions ;  will  retard  the  progreaa  of  decay, 
which  is  lessening  their  numbers ;  and  perhapi 
cause  them  gradually,  under  the  protecdoa  of  the 
Government,  and  through  the  influence  of  good 
coonsels,  to  cast  off  their  savage  habits,  and  be- 
come an  interesting,  civilized,  and  Christian  com- 
munity. These  consequences,  some  of  them  ao 
certun,  and  the  rest  So  probable,  make  the  com- 
plete eieou^on  of  the  plan  sanctioned  by  Congrese 
at  their  last  sesuon  an  object  of  much  solicitude. 

Toward  the  aborigines  of  tfae  country  no  one  oau 
indulge  a  more  friendly  feeling  than  myself,  or 
would  go  further  in  attempting  to  reclaim  tlkem 
from  their  wandering  habits,  and  make  them  a 
happy  and  prosperous  people.  I  have  endeaTored 
to  impress  upon  them  my  own  solemn  convictitms 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  General  Govem- 
meut  in  relation  to  the  Slate  aathoriUes.  For  the 
justice  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  Stales  within  the 
scope  of  their  reserved  powers,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible to  this  Government.  As  individuals,  we  may 
entertuD  and  express  our  ofunions  of  their  acta; 
but,  as  a  novemment,  we  have  as  little  right  to 
control  them  as  we  hare  to  prescribe  laws  to  for- 
eini  nations. 

With  a  fnll  understanding  of  the  subject,  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  have,  with  Kreat 
unanimity,  determined  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
liberal  offers  presented  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
have  >Bjeed  to  remove  beyond  the  Missimpid 
Biver.  TreaUes  have  been  made  with  them,  which, 
in  doe  season,  will  be  submitted  for  conmderation. 
In  negotiating  these  treaties,  they  were  made  to 
understand  their  true  oondjdon ;  and  they  Iuto 
preferred  maintaining  their  independence  in  the 
Western  forests  to  submitting  to  the  laws  of  the 
States  in  which  they  now  reside.  These  treMJes 
being  probably  the  last  which  will  ever  be  made 
with  them,  are  characterized  by  great  liberality  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  TYkj  give  the  Indians 
a  liberal  sum  in  consideration  of  liieir  removal,  and 
comfortable  subsistenoo  on  their  arrival  at  their 
new  homes.  If  it  be  their  real  interest  to  main- 
tain a  separate  existence,  they  will  there  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so  without  the  inconveniences  and 
veiationB  to  which  they  would  unavtndably  have 
been  subject  in  Alabama  and  Hlseisaippi 

Humanity  has  oflen  wept  over  the  fate  of  the 
aborigines  of  this  country ;  and  philanthropy  has 
been  long  busily  employed  in  devising  means  to 
avert  it.  But  its  progress  has  never  for  a  moment 
been  arrested;  and  one  by  one  have  many  power- 
ful tribes  disappeared  from  the  earth.  To  follow 
to  the  tomb  the  last  of  his  race,  and  to  tread  on 
the  graves  of  extinct  nations,  excites  melancholy 
reflections.  But  true  pbilanthropy  reconciles  the 
mind  to  these  vicissitudes,  as  it  does  to  the  extino- 
tion  of  one  generation  to  make  room  for  another. 
In  the  monuments  and  fortresses  of  an  unknown 
people,  spread  over  the  extensive  re^ons  of  the 
West,  we  behold  the  memorials  of  a  once  powerfid 
race,  which  was  exterminated,  or  has  disappeared, 
to  make  room  for  the  existing  savage  tribes.    Nor 
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M  tbere  Bay  tbisg  ia  thu,  which,  upon  t,  compre- 
heoalTe  view  of  the  gmenl  interests  of  the  hnnun 
nee,  it  to  be  regnlted.  Phitu>tfarop;r  could  not 
villi  to  wa  thia  eontincDC  rostored  to  thu  coadltion 
in  whicb  it  was  found  bj  out  fDrefathsTB.  Wb>t 
good  nun  would  prefer  &  coanb]'  oovered  with 
ronsta,  uid  naged  by  «  f«w  Uwoswid  mtmget,  to 
out  exteiurive  repnlilie,  atodded  vtth  cities,  towns, 
and  prospetous  &nDB;  embeUished  with  &1I  the 
unproTeraenla  wUch  art  ein  devise,  or  iadaatrf 
encato  ;  omspied  bj  more  than  twelve  mllUona 
of  happy  people,  and  filled  with  all  the  bleaaingt  of 
libertj,  civiliiBtioD,  and  religion  1 

The  present  policy  of  the  GoTemment  is  but  a 
GOalinualion  of  the  same  progreaalTe  chanee,  by  a 
nulder  procesa.  The  tribes  which  occupied  the 
eomitriee  now  constitating  the  EaMem  States  were 
■naihiUted,  or  have  mslted  away,  to  make  room 
fur  the  whites.  The  waves  of  population  and  civil- 
[latioa  are  rolliiig  to  the  westward;  and  we  now 
pn^MMe  to  acquire  the  counCriea  occupied  by  the 
red  men  of  the  south  and  west,  by  a  lair  eicfaange, 
and,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  send 
tkem  to  a  land  where  their  existence  may  be  pro- 
loaged,  and  perhaps  made  perpetual.  Doubtless  it 
wiB  be  pninfol  to  leave  the  gnves  of  their  fathers ; 
but  wbM  do  thej  more  than  our  aneestors  did,  or 
then  OUT  children  are  now  doing  f  To  better  their 
condition  in  an  unknown  land,  oar  forebtbera  left 
aU  th*I  wa«  dear  in  earthly  objects.  Our  children, 
by  thOQMnds,  yearly  leave  the  land  of  their  birth, 
to  seek  new  homes  in  distant  regions.  Does  ha- 
inanity  weep  at  tbeae  painful  BeparBtiant  fVom 
•rerj  thing,  animate  and  inanimate,  with  which  the 
tonng  heart  has  become  entwined  f  Far  from  it. 
it  is  tatber  a  eource  of  joy  that  our  country  alFords 
aeope  where  our  young  population  may  range  un- 
eonMrsined  in  body  or  in  mind,  developing  the 
power  and  bcultiea  of  man  in  their  highest  perfec- 
tion.  ThCM  remove  hundreds,  and  almost  thou- 
laadi  of  miles,  at  their  own  expense,  purchase  the 
lands  tbey  occupy,  and  support  themaelvea  at  their' 
new  borne  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival.  Can 
it  be  eniel  in  thia  Government,  when,  by  events 
wUch  it  cannot  control,  the  Indian  is  made  discon- 
tMled  in  bis  andent  home,  to  purchase  his  lands, 
to  p*e  Um  a  new  and  extensive  territory,  to  pay 
the  expense  of  his  removal,  anrt  support  bim  a  year 
n  hia  new  abode?  How  many  thousands  of  our 
own  people  would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity 
<tf  temovlDg  to  the  West  on  such  conditioDsl  If 
the  oilers  made  to  the  Indians  were  extended  to 
them,  they  would  be  bailed  with  gratitude  and  joy  1 

A>d  is  it  snpposed  that  the  wandering  savage 
has  a  Mronger  attachment  to  his  home  than  ue 
settled,  dvilaed  Christian  T  Is  it  more  afBicting  to 
Kb  to  leave  tin  graves  of  Ids  ftthers,  than  it  Is  to 
oor  brothers  and  chUdrcnF  ffighllj  considered, 
the  poficy  of  the  General  Government  towards  the 
nd  man  is  not  only  liberal  but  generous.  He  is 
•nwilliiig  to  sabmlt  to  the  laws  of  the  States,  and 
mngle  with  their  population.  To  save  him  from 
this  aUemative,  or  perhaps  utter  annihilation,  the 
General  Gsvemment  kintuy  offers  him  a  new  home, 
and  proposes  to  pay  the  whole  expetise  of  bis  re- 
B»TaI  and  setdemcnt. 

in  the  consummation  of  a  policy  originating  at 
an  early  period,  and  steadily  jniraaed  by  every  ad- 
ministratiOD  within  the  present  centnry — so  just  to 
the  Stales,  and  so  generous  to  the  Indians,  the 
Eucotive  tetii  it  Iuh  a  right  to  expect  the  co- 


operation of  Congren,  and  of  all  good  and  dimn* 
terested  men.  The  States,  moreover,  have  a  right 
to  demand  It.  It  was  substantially  a  part  of  the 
compact  which  made  them  members  of  our  con- 
federacy. With  Georgia,  there  ia  an  express  coo* 
tract;  with  the  new  Stales,  an  implied  one,  of 
equal  obligation.  Why,  In  anthoriimg  Ohio,  In- 
diana, niiuois.  Uissouri,  UlsassippI,  acd  Alabama, 
to  form  constitutions,  and  become  separate  States, 
did  Gongresa  ioclnde  within  their  limiia  eilensive 
tracts  of  IniUaD  lands,  and,  in  some  Instancoa, 
powerful  Indian  tilbesf  Was  It  not  understood  by 
both  parties  that  the  power  of  the  States  wm  to  b« 
co-extennve  with  their  limits,  aud  that,  with  all 
convenient  despatch,  the  General  Goveriiment 
should  extinguish  the  ladlan  title,  and  remove 
every  obslruclion  to  the  complete  Jurisdiction  of 
the  State  Governments  over  the  soil?  Probably 
not  one  of  those  States  would  have  accepted  a 
separate  existence — certainly  it  would  never  have 
been  granted  by  Googreas — had  it  been  understood 
that  Ihey  were  lo  be  confined  forever  to  those 
small  portions  of  their  nominal  territory,  the  In- 
dian title  to  which  had  at  the  time  been  eitin- 
gutahed. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  duty  which  this  Qovemmenl 
owes  to  the  new  States,  to  extinguish,  aa  soon  as 
poKible,  the  Indian  title  to  all  iands  which  Con- 
greaa  themselves  have  ioolnded  within  their  limits. 
When  this  is  done,  the  duties  of  the  General  GoT- 
emment in  relation  to  the  States  and  Indians  with- 
in their  limits  are  at  an  end.  The  Indians  may 
leave  the  State  or  not,  as  they  choose.  The  pur- 
chase of  their  lands  does  not  alter,  in  the  least, 
their  personal  relations  with  the  State  Government, 
No  act  of  the  General  Oovemment  has  ever  been 
deemed  necessary  to  give  the  States  jurisdiction 
over  the  persona  of  the  lodiana.  That  they  possess, 
by  virtue  of  their  sovereign  power  within  their  own 
limits,  In  aa  Ml  a  manner  before  as  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Indian  lands ;  not  can  this  Govern- 
ment add  to  or  ditnlnish  it. 

Hay  we  not  hope,  therefore,  that  all  sood  citi- 
zens, and  none  more  zealously  than  those  who 
thbik  the  Indians  oppressed  by  subJecUon  to  the 
laws  of  the  States,  will  unite  In  attempting  to  open 
the  eyes  of  thtne  children  of  the  forest  to  th^ 
true  condition;  and,  by  a  speedy  removal,  to  re- 
lieve them  from  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary,  pres- 
ent or  prospective,  with  which  they  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  threatened. 

Among  the  numerous  causes  of  congratulation, 
the  condition  of  our  impost  revenue  deserves  spe- 
cial mention,  inasmuch  as  it  promises  the  means  of 
extinguishing  the  public  debt  sooner  than  was  an- 
ticipated, and  furnishes  a  strong  illustration  of  the 
practical  effects  of  the  present  tariff  upon  our  com- 
merciiU  interests. 

The  object  of  the  tariff  is  objected  toby  some  sa 
□nconstitutional ;  and  it  Is  considered  byaltnost  all 
OS  defective  in  many  of  its  parts. 

The  power  to  impose  duties  on  Imports  originally 
belonged  to  the  several  States.  The  right  to  ad- 
just those  duties  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  branches  of  industry  is  so  completely 
incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is  i^fRcuIt  to  8n|> 
pose  the  existence  of  the  one  without  the  other. 
The  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  imports  to  the  (ftneral  Government,  without 
limitation  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  Inconsid- 
"  "    tbeii  inspection  laws. 


en^le  reMrvstion  relating  t< 


Tbil  uithorilj  h&Tlag  thus  entirely  pamed  fcom 
the  SUtee,  the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  purpose 
of  protection  does  not  eilit  in  them  ;  and,  conse- 
queotJj,  If  it  be  not  posaeased  bj'  the  Ganenl  Got- 
eniment,  it  mmt  be  extinct.  Onr  political  ayelem 
would  thua  present  the  aaonwl  j  of  ■  people  stripped 
of  the  right  to  foster  their  ovn  industry,  and  to 
countenct  the  moat  selfish  and  destructive  polloj 
which  might  be  adopted  by  forti^  nations.  Tlua 
surely  cannat  be  the  case  ;  this  indispens^le  power, 
thus  surretidered  b;  the  Stales,  must  be  within  the 
scope  of  the  authority  on  the  subject  expressly 
delegated  to  Congress. 

In  this  conclusion,  I  am  confirmed  as  well  by  the 
ojunioos  of  Presidents  Washington,  Je9ei*oa, 
Madison,  and  Monroe,  who  have  each  repeatedly 
recommended  the  exercise  of  this  right  under  the 
DonsUtutioQ,  as  by  the  uaiform  pmotice  of  Con- 
gress, the  condnued  aoqaiescence  of  the  Stales, 
and  the  general  undersUnding  of  the  people. 

The  difflcultiea  of  a  more  exjiedieDt  adjustment 
of  the  present  tariff,  although  great,  are  far  from 
being  insurmouDtable.  Some  are  unwilling  to  im- 
prove any  of  ila  parts,  because  they  would  destroy 
the  whole:  others  fear  to  touch  tlie  objectionable 
parts,  lest  those  they  approve  should  be  Jeopuded. 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  adTocstes  of  these  coa- 
fiicting  views  do  injustice  to  the  Aniericaii  people, 
and  to  their  Representatives.  The  general  interest 
is  the  interest  of  each ;  and  my  confidence  is  en- 
Ure,  that,  to  ensure  the  adoption  of  such  modifica- 
tions of  the  tariflT  as  the  general  interest  requires, 
it  is  only  neeesoary  that  that  interest  ahoiild  be 
nnderatood. 

It  Is  an  infirmity  of  our  Datura  to  mingle  our 
interesia  and  pnyudhies  with  the  operation  of  our 
reasoDing  powers,  and  attribute  to  the  objaeCa  of 
our  likea  and  dislikes  qualities  they  do  not  posBesa, 
and  effects  they  cannot  produce.  The  effects  of 
the  present  tariff  are  doubtless  overrated,  both  in 
its  evils  and  In  its  advantages.  By  one  class  of 
reasoneiB,  the  reduced  price  of  cotton  and  other 
■gricultniil  products  is  ascribed  wholly  to  its  inSu- 
ence ;  and  by  another,  the  reduced  price  of  manu- 
factured articles.  The  probability  Is,  that  neither 
opinion  approaches  the  truth,  and  that  both  %n 
iudnced  by  that  influence  of  intereata  and  preju- 
dices to  which  I  have  referred.  The  decrease  of 
prices  extends  throughout  the  commercial  world, 
embracing  not  only  the  raw  material  and  the  man- 
ufactured article,  but  provisions  and  lands.  The 
caose  must,  therefore,  be  deeper  and  more  per- 
Tadio^  than  .the  tariff  of  the  United  States.  It 
may,  m  a  measure,  be  attributable  to  the  Increased 
v^ue  of  the  precious  metals,  produced  by  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  eup[dy,  and  an  increase  In  the  demand ; 
while  commerce  has  rajudly  extended  itself,  and 
popolalioD  has  augmeoted.  The  supply  of  gold 
and  silver,  the  geaeral  medium  of  exchange,  has 
been  greatly  interrupted  by  civil  coavulrioos  In  the 
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f  operatives  and  Improvements  In  too- 
comerj.  But,  on  the  whole,  it  is  questionable 
whether  the  redaolion  in  the  price  of  lands,  pro- 
duce, and  Enanufactures,  has  been  greater  thaii  the 
appreciation  of  the  standard  ol  value. 

While  the  chief  object  of  duUes  should  he 
nue,  they  may  be  so  equated  ss  to  encourage 
u&otures.    ut  this  adjustment,  however,  it  is  the 
dnty  of  tiie  QoTemment  to  be  guided  by  the  gen- 


eral good.  Ol^jects  of  national  importance,  alone, 
ought  to  be  protected;  of  these  the  ^vductionsof 
our  soil,  our  mioee,  and  our  workshops,  aaaential 
(o  nationat  defence,  occupy  the  first  nmk.  What- 
ever other  species  of  doniestic  Industry,  having  the 
importance  to  which  I  liave  referred,  may  bo  ex- 
pected, after  temporaiy  protection,  to  compet« 
with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  the  aane 
attention  in  a  subordinate  degree. 

The  present  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  comforts  of 
life  onneoesssrily  highi  it  nndertakes  to  protect 
interests  too  local  and  minute  to  justify  a  general 
exaction ;  and  it  also  attempts  to  force  some  kinds 
of  mannfactures,  for  which  the  country  is  not  ripe- 
Huch  relief  will  be  derived,  in  some  of  thew  re- 
spects, from  the  roeasores  of  your  lost  sesuon. 

The  best,  OS  well  as  fairest  mode  of  determining 
whether,  from  any  just  oonBiderations,  a  particular 
Interest  ought  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to 
submit  the  question  sin^y  for  delibetmlion.  U, 
after  due  euuDinatioa  itf  its  merits,  unconnected 
with  extraneous  considerations — such  ss  a  desii* 
to  sustain  a  general  system,  or  to  purchase  support 
for  a  differaut  tuterest-^t  should  enlist  in  its  Esvm- 
a  majority  of  the  BepveMntatives  of  the  people, 
there  «>n  be  little  dongn  of  wrong  or  injury  is 
a^usting  the  taHlI^  with  refersnce  to  ila  protective 
effect.  If  this  obviously  JuM  principle  were  him- 
estly  adhered  to,  the  branches  of  industry  which 
deserve  protection,  would  be  saved  &om  the  pre- 
judice excited  against  them,  when  that  protection 
forms  port  of  a  system  by  which  portions  of  ttt* 
country  feel,  or  cooceSve  tiiemselvea  lo  be,  oppreav- 
ed.  What  is  Incalculably  more  important,  the  vital 
principle  of  our  system — that  principle  which  re- 
quites acquiescenoe  in  the  will  of  the  n^jority — 
would  be  secure  from  the  discredit  and  danger  ta 
which  it  ie  exposed  by  the  acts  of  m^orilin,  found- 
ed, not  OD  identity  of  convictioo,  bat  on  combina- 
tions of  small  minorities,  entered  into  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mutual  assistance  in  measures  which,  reeling 
solely  on  tbdr  own  merits,  could  ne  ver  be  carried. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  is  a  subject  of  so  mnoii 
delicscy,  on  account  of  the  extended  interests  it 
involves,  ss  to  require  that  it  should  be  touched 
with  Uie  utiqoat  caution ;  and  that,  while  an  aban- 
donment of  the  policy  in  which  it  originated — • 
policy  coeval  with  our  Government,  and  pursued 
through  successive  idmiDlstrations,  is  nether  to  b« 
expected  nor  desired,  the  people  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand, and  have  demanded,  that  it  be  so  modlfiad 
as  to  correct  abuses  and  obviate  injustice. 

That  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  subject 
should  he  umnflueoced  by  ihoso  partisan  connieta 
that  are  incident  to  free  institutions,  is  the  ferveat 
wish  of  my  hesj^  To  make  this  great  question, 
which  unhappily  so  much  divides  and  excites  tbo 
public  mind,  subserrient  to  the  shorl-«Ehted  views 
of  faction,  must  destroy  all  hope  of  sattung  it  satis- 
factorily to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  for 
the  genenti  interest.  1  cannot,  therefore,  on  taking 
leave  of  the  sutgect,  too  eamestiy  for  my  own 
feelings  or  the  common  good,  warn  you  agunst  the 
blighting  couseciuenoee  of  suob  a  coutoe. 

According  to  the  estinules  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  receipts  in  the  Treosun  daring  the 
present  year  will  amount  to  twenty-four  miiliona 
one  hundred  and  uxty-one  thousand  and  eighteen 
dollars,  wldch  will  exceed  by  about  three  hundr«d 
thousand  dollais  the  estimate  presented  in  the  Ust 
aanaal  report  of  the  SeorelAry  of  the  Treasury, 
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of  pnbfie  debt,  ia  eadnuUil  it  thirteen  mUlionj 
w*eD  bandied  and  forty-two  thonauid  thie«  buD- 
dred  uid  eleTen  dolUn-,  and  tta«  pajment  on  «c- 
cQQDt  of  public  debt  for  the  atme  period  vill  bare 
bcea  eleren  miUiona  tbrte  bnndred  and  fifty-four 
tfaoimnd  ail  hundred  and  thirty  doUart ;  leaving  a 
balance  In  th«  Tresaary,  on  the  iBl  of  JiDUary, 
IStl,  of  four  miniom  eight  hundred  and  nineteen 
thousand  seren  hnndted  and  eigbty-oae  dollftrs. 

In  connection  with  the  condition  of  our  financea, 
it  aBbrdt  me  pteasuie  to  remark  tiiat  jndicioua  and 
eflcient  ammgementB  have  been  made  b;  the 
Treaanrr  Department  for  wcuring  the  pecaniary 
Toponf^illty  of  the  public  ofScers,  and  the  moce 
pnucloal  payment  of  the  public  does.  The  revenue 
cotter  Mrvke  haa  been  organiied,  and  placed  on  a 
good  footing ;  and,  aided  by  an  Increase  of  iospect- 
ora  at  eipoaed  points,  uid  the  reeulaCionn  adopted 
under  die  act  of  May,  1830,  for  the  inapectioa  and 
aj^musement  of  merchandise,  have  produced  much 
ImproTement  in  the  execution  of  the  lairs,  and 
more  aeeurily  against  the  commission  of  frauds 
upon  tbe  reienue.  Abuses  in  the  allowances  for 
Uiin^  bounties  bsve  alio  been  corrected,  and  a 
material  sktuw  in  that  branch  of  (be  aerrice,  there- 
by eSMted.  In  addition  to  these  improvements, 
the  lyalcm  of  eipendiCure  for  nek  seamen  belong- 
ing to  the  inercbant  service  has  been  reviaed;  and, 
by  being  rendered  nuiform  and  eoonomical,  the 
bcoefits  of  tbe  fond  applicable  to  this  object  have 
been  uaefiilly  extended. 

The  prosperity  of  our  eonntry  Is  also  further 
evinced  by  the  increased  revenne  arising  from  the 
sale  of  pnblic  lands,  as  will  appear  from  the  report 
of  (he  Commiaoooec  of  the  lleneral  Laud  Office, 
and  tbe  docninents  accompanying  it,  which  are 
berevith  transmitted.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your 
attention  to  this  report,  and  to  the  propriety  of 
mahiog  eajiy  appK^ttalions  tot  the  objeou  which 
ilipecifles. 

Toot  attention  Is  agun  invited  to  the  subjects 
cosneeted  with  that  portion  of  the  public  interests 
intnuted  to  the  War  Department.  Some  of  them 
wne  referred  to  in  my  former  MeMage ;  and  they 
are  presented  in  detail  ia  tbe  report  oF  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  War,  herewith  submitted.  I  refer  yon  also 
to  the  report  of  that  officer  for  a  knowledge  of  ihe 
Mile  at  the  army,  fortiScatioal,  arsenals,  and  In- 
dian alUrfl ;  all  of  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  have 
been  guarded  with  tealous  attention  and  care.  It 
is  worthy  of  your  condderation  whether  the  arma- 
■enta  neecnary  for  the  fortifications  on  our  marl- 
time  frantier,  which  are  now,  or  tfaortly  will  be, 
completed,  should  not  be  in  readineaa  sooner  than 
ttu  cnatoEnary  appropriatioiiB  will  enable  the  De- 
paftoent  to  provide  them.  This  precaution  seems 
to  be  due  to  the  general  syttem  of  fortification 
wideh  has  been  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  ia  re- 
commended by  that  maiim  of  wiidom  which  tails 
OS  hi  peace  to  prepare  for  war. 

I  refer  yon  to  tiie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kin  tnr  m  hiahlv  ntlrrfiutoTy  accouat  of  the  man- 
iB  of  that  Department  have 
the  present .  year.  Our 
e  most  powerful  nations  of 
lent  condition  of  Europe, 
tills  arm  of  our  national 
are.  Separated  by  wide 
emments  whose  power  we 
read,  we  have  nothing  t« 


apprehend  from  attempts  at  conquest.  It  ia  chiefly  . 
attacks  upon  onr  commerce,  and  harassing  inroads 
upon  our  coast,  against  which  we  have  to  gnard. 
A  naval  force  adequate  to  the  protection  of  onr 
commerce,  always  afloat,  with  an  accumulation  of 
the  means  to  give  it  a  rapd  extension  in  case  of 
need,  furniehea  the  power  by  which  all  such  ag- 
gressions may  be  prevented  or  repelled.  The  at- 
tention of  (he  Government  hss,  therefore,  been 
recently  directed  more  to  preserving  the  public 
vessels  already  built,  and  providing  materials  to  be 
placed  In  depot  for  future  use,  than  to  increaaiog 
their  number.  With  the  aid  of  Congress,  in  a  few 
years,  the  Govemmeat  will  be  prepared.  In  case  of 
emergency,  to  pat  sSoat  a  poweiful  navy  of  new 
Bhips  almost  as  soon  as  old  ones  could  be  tepMred. 

The  modifications  in  this  part  of  the  service 
Buggeeled  in  my  last  annual  Mewage,  which  are 
noticed  more  in  detail  in  tbe  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  are  again  recommended  to  your 
serious  attention. 

The  report  of  the  Fostmsster  General,  In  hire 
manner,  Bihibits  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  Government  under  his  charge. 
In  addition  to  Che  benefits  already  secured  by  the 
operations  of  the  Foat  OfRce  Department,  consider- 
able improvements,  within  the  present  year,  have 
been  made,  by  an  increase  In  the  accommodation 
afforded  by  stage  coaches,  and  in  tbe  frequency 
and  celerity  of  the  mafi  between  some  of  the  most 
important  points  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  Iste  contracts,  improvements  faavo 
been  provided  for  the  southern  section  of  the 
country,  and,  at  the  eaioe  time,  an  annual  saving 
made  of  upwards  of  seventy-two  thousand  dollars. 
Notwithstanding  the  excess  of  expenditure  beyond 
the  current  receipts  for  a  few  years  past,  necessa- 
rily incurred  in  the  fulfilment  of  existing  contracts, 
and  in  the  additional  eipenaea,  between  the  periods 
of  contracting,  to  meet  the  demands  created  by 
Ihe  rafad  growth  and  eileaaion  of  our  fiooriahing 
country,  yet  the  satisbotory  assurance  is  given, 
that  the  future  revenue  of  the  department  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  its  eitendve  engagements.  The 
system  recently  introduced,  titat  Embjeeta  its  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  to  strict  regulation,  has 
entirely  fulfilled  its  dedgn.  It  gives  ftdl  assurance 
of  the  punctual  transmission,  as  well  as  the  security, 
of  the  funds  of  the  department.  The  efficiency  and 
Industry  of  its  officers,  and  the  ability  and  energy 
of  contractors,  justify  an  increased  confidence  m 
its  continued  prosperity. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  caDed,  on  a  for- 
mer occaoon,  to  Ihe  necessity  of  suoh  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  office  of  Attorney-Oeneral  of  the  United 
States  as  would  render  it  more  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  public  service.  This  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  office  of  SolicitDr  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury ;  and  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  Che  law  which  autborized 
the  appointment  of  that  officer,  and  defined  his 
dutiea.  But  it  is  not  believed  that  Ibis  provision, 
however  nseful  in  itwlf,  la  oalcnkted  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  extending  the  duties  and  powers 
of  tiio  Attomey-Oeneral's  office.  On  the  contrary, 
I  am  convinced  that  the  publio  interest  would  be 
greatly  promoted  by  giving  to  that  officer  tbe  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  the  various  law  agents 
of  the  QovernmenC,  and  of  all  law  proceedings, 
her  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  tbe  United 
States  may  be  interested ;  sllowiog  ti 
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Mine  tima,  such  a  campeowtioa  w  would  enable 
him  to  devote  his  imdivided  attention  to  the  public 
bo^nese.  I  thiok  such  >  proTiuon  is  olikB  due  to 
the  public  and  to  the  oCEcer. 

OccasiouB  of  reference  from  the  different  Execu- 
tive DepartmentJ)  to  the  Attornej-Oeneral  are  of 
frequent  occurrence ;  and  the  prompt  decUion  of 
the  questtona  bo  referred,  tends  much  to  facilitate 
tbe  despatch  of  buunera  In  those  departmentB. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  hereto 
appended,  shows  also  a  bruch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice  not  specifically  intrusted  to  any  ofBcer,  which 
might  b«  advaotageondy  coounitted  to  the  Attot- 
Dey-OeneraL 

But,  independeottj  of  those  considerations,  this 
office  is  oow  ace  of  dailj  duty.  It  was  originally 
organized,  and  its  compeaeatioti  fixed,  nith  a  view 
to  occamooal  seriice,  leaving  to  tbe  inoUBlbent 
time  for  the  eieroise  of  his  profession  in  private 
practice.  The  state  of  tbingB  which  warranted 
gneh  an  organization  no  longer  eijsta.  Tbe  &e- 
qoent  clums  opon  the  services  of  this  oGGcer  would 
tender  his  absence  l^m  the  seat  of  Oovernment, 
in  profeasional  attendance  upon  the  courts,  inju- 
rioaa  to  the  public  aetvice ;  and  the  iatereata  of 
the  Govemnent  cooM  not  fiul  to  be  promoted  by 
charging  him  with  the  general  superintendence  of 
all  its  legal  conceraa. 

Under  astroagconviotiottof  the  justness  of  these 
Bnggesliooa,  I  recommend  it  to  CoDgreat  to  make 
tbe  necessary  proriaioas  for  ^ving  effect  to  them, 
and  to  place  the  Attomcy-Geoeral,  in  regard  to 
compensation,  on  the  same  fontiag  with  the  heads 
of  the  several  Eiecudve  Departmeota.  To  this 
officer  might  also  be  intrusted  a  cognizance  of  the 
cases  of  insolveDcy  in  public  debtora,  especially  if 
the  views  which  I  submitted  on  this  subject  last 
year  should  meet  the  approbation  of  (TongreM — to 
which  I  again  solicit  your  attention. 

Tour  attention  is  raspeotftiUy  invited  to  the  mta- 
atioD  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Placed,  b;  the 
constitution,  under  the  exclusive  Jurisdlctioo  and 
control  of  Congress,  this  District  is  certainly  enti- 
tled to  a  much  greater  share  of  its  consideration 
than  it  has  yet  received.  There  is  a  want  of  utd- 
formity  in  Its  laws,  particnlarly  in  those  of  a  penal 
character,  which  iocreases  tbe  eipenae  of  their  ad- 
ministration, and  subjects  the  peoide  to  all  the  io- 
convenieneea  which  result  from  the  opsratioa  of 
different  codes  in  so  small  a  territory.  On  diObreiit 
sides  of  the  Potomac,  the  Bame  offence  Is  punish- 
able in  unequal  dcgreesj  and  the  peculiarities  of 
Dianj  of  tbe  early  lavs  of  Uaryland  and  Virginia 
remain  in  fi»ee,  notwithstanding  their  repugnance, 
in  some  cans,  to  the  improvements  which  have 
superseded  them  in  those  States. 

Besides  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  which  is  loudly 
called  fbr,  it  is  respeotiiiUy  submitted  whether  a 
provision,  authorizing  the  election  of  a  delegate  to 
represent  the  wants  of  the  citizens  of  this  district 
on  the  floor  of  Cougreas,  is  not  due  to  them,  and 
U>  tbe  character  of  our  Oovernment.  No  portion 
of  oar  citizens  should  be  withoat  a  practical,  enjoy- 
ment of  the  principles  of  freedom;  and  there  is 
none  more  iiDportaot  than  that  which  cultivates  a 
proper  relation  between  the  governois  and  the  gov- 
erned. Imperfect  as  this  must  be  in  this  case,  jet 
it  is  believed  that  it  would  be  greatly  improved  by 
a  represenUtion  in  Congress,  with  the  same  priv- 
ilera  that  are  allowed  to  that  of  the  other  Terri- 
tonea  of  the  United  Sutes. 


The  peoitentiary  is  ready  for  the  reception  of 
oonvicla^  and  only  awaits  the  necessary  legislation 
to  put  it  into  operation ;  as  one  object  of  whieb  I 
beg  leave  to  recall  to  your  attention  the  propriety 
of  providing  soitabla  compcDsation  for  tbe  oCGcers 
charged  with  its  inspection. 

The  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  the 
inquirj,  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  reoharter  Uie 
Bank  of  the  Uaited  States,  requires  thst  I  should 
again  call  the  attention  of  CiMlgTefS  to  the  subject 
Nothing  has  occurred  to  lessen,  in  any  degree,  the 
dangers  which  many  of  our  dtiiens  apprehend 
from  that  histitution,  as  at  present  organised.  In 
the  B[^t  of  improvement  and  compromise  whiah 
i^tinguishes  our  country  and  its  institutions,  it  be- 
comes us  to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  possible  to 
secure  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  present 
Bank  through  the  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea  so  modiSed  m  its  principles  and  struclnie 
as  to  obviate  constitutional  and  other  objections. 

It  is  thought  practicable  to  organize  such  a  back, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  as  a  branch  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  based  on  the  pablic  and  In- 

i._.j.._,   , .._      ..._..       „gr  to  make  loans  or 

II  remit  the  funds  of 
.lenses  of  which 
be  pud,  if  thought  advisable,  by  allowing  it 
ficera  to  sell  bills  of  exchange  to  private  Individosls 
at  a  moderate  premium.  Not  being  a  corporate 
body,  having  no  stockholders,  debtora,  or  property, 
and  but  few  officers,  it  would  not  be  obooiioas  to 
the  ccnstitutionsl  objections  which  are  urged 
against  the  present  bank;  and  hating  no  means  lo 
operate  on  the  hopes,  feara,  or  interests  of  lar^ 

influan.  

States  would  be  strengthened  by  having  In  their 
bands  the  means  of  furnishing  the  local  paper  cia- 
roney  through  their  own  banlu;  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  though  issuing  no  paper,  wauld 
check  the  iaaiiea  of  the  State  bangs,  by  tiling  tbeir 
notes  in  deposit,  and  for  exchange,  only  so  long  ss 
they  continue  to  be  redeemed  with  specie.  ^ 
times  of  public  emergency,  tbe  capacities  of  such 
an  inatitution  might  be  enlarged  by  legislative 
provisions. 

These  suggestions  are  made,  not  so  mach  as  a 
recommendation,  as  with  a  view  of  calliog  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  poiNble  modlQcations  of 
a  system  whi^  cannot  continue  to  eiisl  In  its 

[iresent  form  without  occadonal  collisions  with  tlie  ^ 
»cal  authoritiei,  and  perpetual  apprehenaona  and  ' 
discontent  on  the  part  of  the  States  and  the  people. 
In  conclosion,  fellow-citizens,  allow  me  to  invoke, 
in  behalf  of  your  deliberations,  that  sirfrit  of  con- 
ciliation and  disinterestedness  which  is  tbe  gif^.^ 
patriotism.  Under  an  overruhng  and  mennful 
Providence,  the  agency  of  this  spirit  has  thus  bi 
been  aigoaliied  in  tbe  prosperity  aod  glory  of  our 
beloved  country.  Uay  its  inSucnce  be  etemsl. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Fire  thonssnd  copies  of  the  Uessage,  and  flf- 
Uen  handred  conies  of  tbe  aocoinpsnyiog  ^'^ 
aments,  vreie  oraered  to  be  printed  for  the  bM 
of  the  Senat«. 

The  bill  Bnthorizing  a  sabsoriptiDD  to  tne 
Lonisville  and  PortlanS  Canal,  returned  by  «« 
President  with  objections  to  it,  was  Wd  <yo.  »• 
table. 
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Taoaat>i.Y,  December  9. 

7%«  Cvmncy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bantobs,  of  New  York,  it 

Bmalwad,  Ttut  K  Select  Committes  be  *i^iated 
to  eomider  the  (t»te  of  tbe  current  ctdns,  md  to 
(eportmch  aoieiidnieDt*  of  the  ciistlng  Uws  con- 
eerning  coina  u  suy  be  deemed  eipedienl 

Bimon  to  thsDtad. 
Ur.  Ellis  said,  thst,  in  conseqneDOe  of  the 
UmeattA  death  of  hia  late  coUeigne,  the  honor- 
able RoBXBT  H.  AoAMa,  be  rose  to  present  a 
reaolotion  to  the  coDsideratioii  of  the  Senate. 
Ihe  deoaased  was  a  native  of  Rockbridge 
eonutj,  Virginia.  After  cocnpletuig  the  coarse 
of  his  ednoation  in  Washington  college,  he 
Kodied  law,  and  at  an  evlj  period  emigrated 
to  Knozvilte,  in  Tennessee,  where  he  punned 
hisprofemon  with  onremitting  leal  and  great 
iBoiKsi.  To  a  mind  at  onoe  dear  and  eompre- 
beouTQ,  it  appeared  perceptible  that  his  pros- 
pects would  DO  more  flatterina;  in  the  lower 
eonntrj,  and  be  removed  to  Natchez,  Uississippi, 
in  1819.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a  nnmeroas 
and  talented  bar,  without  fortune  or  familj  in- 
floenee,  b?  the  force  of  high  intellectoal  endow- 
ments end  pleasing  majmen,  he  rapidlj  rose  to 
the  hicbeet  honors  of  his  profession.  Sur- 
iMuded,  as  he  was,  bj  an  intelligent  and  ei- 
tanare  Mqnaintance,  he  was  not  long  per- 
mitted to  einoy  the  enviable  distinction  arising 
fhNn  profeMional  merit  alone.  In  Jaaaarj  last, 
be  was  called  bj  the  l^islatnre  of  his  adopted 
Stale  to  t,  seat  in  the  oooncils  of  the  nation. 
Bere  he  was  too  well  known  to  require  eulogy, 
Hr.  E.  woold  only  say,  that  the  death  of  eo 
Joeng  a  man,  distingnished  as  he  was,  moat  be 
.  a  loa  to  the  nation.  It  was  pnhlicly,  deeply, 
and  oniTersally  deplored  in  the  State  wbion  he 
bad  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  He,  thero- 
fbra,  moved  the  following  resolntion;  which 
was  nnanimoiuly  adopts  \ 

lUilitd,  mmitbiumtls,  Thit  the  memben  of  the 
SmuIc,  from  a  dodra  of  eboHiog  every  msrlc  of  re- 
spect lo  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Robiit  H. 
Adixs,  deceased,  l>te  ■  Senator  of  this  body  from 
the  State  of  Hlatfssippi,  wUl  go  Into  mourning  far 
eoa  month,  by  weiring  crape  on  the  left  arm. 

Kr,  KAjn,  of  Illinois,  i^d,  that  a  paper 
which  he  had  presented  on  the  first  day  of  the 
seaaion,  announced  to  the  Senate  the  decease 
of  his  late  colleague,  John  UoLkah,  of  Llinois. 
He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  at  his  residence, 
on  die  14tb  day  of  October  last.  Though  not 
a  nattve  of  the  State  which  he  represented,  he 


might  well  be  claimed  as  one  of  the  favorite 
sons  of  Illinois.  He  had  removed  there  at  on 
early  age.  There  he  commenced  his  career  in 
life;  a  career  of  osefolneas  and  distinction, 
which  bad  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  in  that  region 
of  ooantry.  In  private  life,  he  was  remark- 
able for  his  benevolence,  ft'imkoesa,  and  inde- 
pendence of  character.  No  one  in  the  circle 
m  which  he  moved  had  a  larger  share  of  the 
confidence  and  sffeetions  of  nis  fellow  men. 
He  was  by  profession  a  lawyer,  possessed  of  a 
vigorous  mmd,  a  rapid  but  easy  elocntion. 
These  qualifications,  added  to  an  honesty  of 
pnrpoee,  auiversally  accorded  to  him,  raised 
nim  to  the  front  rank  of  hia  profession ;  and 
there  snstained  him.  As  a  statesman,  the  peo- 
ple of  Illinois  would  long  remember  bim  as  the 
author  of  many  of  the  most  valued  portions  of 
their  statnte  books,  and  as  the  acute  and  able 
presiding  officer  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
most  nnmerous  branch  of  their  legislatore. 
Hr.  UoLeak  had  been  twice  elected  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  hia  last 
election  was  the  result  of  the  unauimoos  vote 
of  the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Gener- 
al Assembly.  In  the  state  of  things  wbioh  then 
existed,  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  general 
esteem  in  which  ne  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  Mm  best  ooald  well  be  given.  In  order 
to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  the  memory  of  snoh 
a  man,  Vr.  Kaits  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution ;  which  was  unanimonsly 
agreed  to:  ^ 

JUtolvid,  unonJaiMMly,  That  the  Ambers  of  th* 
Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  proper  respect 
to  the  memory  of  the  Hononble  Jomi  KcLun,  de- 
ceased, late  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
will  go  into  moaroing  for  one  month,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  mn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "Kitib^  of  Ifiasissippi,  it  was 

Bttiitttd,  iManimovdg,  That,  as  in  additional  evi- 
dence of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased 

Senator!  &om  Mininippi  and  lUmols,  the  Senate  do 
BOW  odjouTD,  to  meet  on  Uonday  next,  at  eleven 

MoKDAT,  Deoember  IS. 

ImptaeAttuiU  iff  Judge  Peek. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  announoing  the  adoption  by 
that  House  of  a  repiioation  to  the  answer  Hnd 
plea  of  Judge  Peek  to  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  him  by  them. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Court  of  Impeachment 
for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  was 


Senators  were  ranged  on  two  seta  of  Iwnches, 
covered  with  green  cloth,  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  Oludr  ooonpied  by  the  Preudent  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  'Woodburt,  the  Secretary 
was  ordered  to  Inform  the  House  of  B^resent- 
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SiHATB.] 

&tiTea,  that  the  Senftte  had  oivanized  itself  into 
a  Court  of  Impeachment  for  toe  trial  of  James 
H.  pMk,  judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
tTnited  8tat«s  for  the  distriut  of  Miseonri,  and 
were  ready  to  proceed  to  the  trial ;  and  that 
seats  had  been  prepared  for  the  rec«ptiOD  and 
accommodation  of  the  membersof  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTM. 
Shortly  after 

Sondent,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Virt  and  Mr. 
ereditb,  his  counsel,  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
the  Senate.  They  were  conducted  to  aeata, 
with  a  table  before  tliem,  prepared  for  their 
ooaTemeaoe. 

In  a  few  minntea,  the  managers,  to  condact 
tlie  impeachment,  on  the  part  of  the  Hoase  of 
Representaljvea,  also  came  in,  and  took  "   ' 

Mr.  BuoBAsur,  one  of  the  mans^rs,  rose, 
and  said,  that  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the 
Honsa  of  Representatives,  were  ready  to  pre- 
sent the  Tepiication  of  that  House,  to  the  ~ 
ttwer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Pecic,  jadge  of 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  MiBsouri,  to  theartidea  of  impeachment 
exhibited  against  him  by  that  body.  He  then 
read  the  replication,  as  follows 

"The  House  of  BeprasentatiTes  of  the  Uoited 
States,  having  considered  the  uiawet  and  plea  of 
James  H.  Feck,  judge  of  tbe  District  Uoort  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  MLssouri,  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  impeu^ent  against  him,  bf  them  exhibited, 
in  the  mime  iMhcmBeWes.  and  of  aH  the  people  of 
(he  United  States,  reply,  that  the  said  James  H. 
Feck  is  guitt^,  in  such  manner  as  he  ilands  tm- 
peacbed;   and  that  the  House  of  RepreseatatiTeB 
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yfKDSBSDXY,  Deoembor  16. 
Post  Office  Department. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the 
ibllowing  resolnlion,  which  was  yesterday  Bnl>- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Cl&ttoh  : 

"  StiolMd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  (he  present  condition  of  the  Pott 
Office  Department;  in  nhat  manner  the  laws  regu- 
lating that  department  are  idminiBtercd ;  the  dia- 
tribution  of  labor;  the  number  of  clerks,  and  the 
duties  assigned  to  each;  the  number  of  agents; 
where  and  how  employed ;  the  compeusatioD  of 
eontnctors;  and,  geoenlly,  the  entire  management 
of  the  department ;  and  whiether  further,  and  what, 
legal  proTidons  ma;  be  necessary  to  secore  die  prop- 
er administration  of  iti  a&irs." 


the  colamus  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  for 
the  public  information,  and  to  convey  a  general 
idea  of  Hxe  merits  of  the  case,  and  the  course 
and  character  of  the  triaL  They  are  mere 
fetches,  and  are  to  be  received  as  such  only. 
A  ftill  report  of  the  trial — the  testimony  and 
the  argumenta  of  the  managers  and  oonnael — 
making  a  lai^e  volume,  has  been  published 
separately.] 

Tdeedxt,  December  14, 
Thia  day  weis  principally  conmimed  in  reoMv- 
ing  and  referring  peotiona,  and  in  the  consid- 
wfttion  of  Executive  business. 

Tbe  Senate  elected  tiie  Rev.  Hbkbi  Vait 
Dtxb  Jobsb  to  be  tbrir  ohi^Un  for  the  cur- 
rent oesnon. 


MoHDAT,  December  80. 

Triai  o/Judfe  Peek. 

The  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im* 

peachment,  for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peek,  (tf  Ws- 

The  Eonae  of  Bepreeentatives,  preceded  by 
their  managers,  Mr.  ^coHAiTAir,  Mr.  MoDufna, 
Judge  Spknobh,  Mr.  Stosbs,  and  Mr.  Wick- 
UTFE,  came  into  the  Senate  chamber  in  a  body, 
and  having  taken  the  seats  prepared  for  them, 

Mr.  BuoBANAN  rose  and  said,  that  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea  were  now  prepared  to  procoed  in  this 
trial. 

Mr.  MszEDiTH,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
reepondent,  desired  that  the  witnesses  anm- 
moned  in  Ma  behalf  might  be  called. 

The  Marshal  accordingly  called  over  their 
names.    Some  of  them  did  not  answer, 

Mr.  MEBsniTH  observed,  that  three  of  the 
material  witnessea  for  the  respondent  were  not 
present.  Te  vn.  said  he,  notwithstandio^ 
ready  to  go  to  trial. 

Mr,  HoDirmB  then  rose,  and  opened  tfa« 
cose  for  the  proseontiou  in  auhatance  as  fbllows ; 

Mr,  HoD.  said,  that,  in  opening  this  caae,  he 
should  endeavor  to  rednoe  to  ue  namweat 
limits  the  preliminuy  view,  which  he  propoaed 
to  take  of  the  prindpiee  upon  which  he  snoold  ' 
invoke  the  Judgment  of  this  honorable  ooort  on 
the  charge  set  forUi  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment agunst  the  reepondent  now  npon  his  trial. 
It  was  nnneoessary  for  him  to  attract  the  spetnal 
attention  of  the  court,  by  any  exposition  of  the 
importance  of  the  cose.  Every  member  of  thia 
honorable  court  must  be  aware  of  its  great  im- 
portance to  the  respondent  himself  and  to.Uie 
country  at  large.  He  asked  that  patient  atten- 
tion, in  the  conaideration  of  the  case,  which 
was  indispensable  to  a  correct  decision  opon  it. 
He  then  proceeded  to  lay  down  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  and  law  upon  the  anbjeot  of 
oontempta,  and  contended  that  Judge  Peck  had 
violateo  them,  and  had,  in  thoenmrnarypaaidi- 
ment  which  he  had  inflicted  npon  Mr.  Lawless, 
been  guilty  of  an  illegal  and  tyrannical  usurpa- 
tion A  power.    Whatever  view  the  court  ml^it 
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take  of  the  powers  of  the  Jadge,  he  maint^ned 
that  DO  contempt  had  been  oommitted..  The 
eonunoD  law  of  England  WM  otterlj  aolmown 
to  the  jodioal  tribanab  of  the  United  States, 
Upon  what  prineiule,  he  demanded,  eoold  it  be 
eoDteoded  tbet  the  Eocliek  commoa  law,  as 
Bach,  had  anj  force  in  l^is  coontrj !  Were  it 
not  thftt  it  had  been  partly  adopted  in  some  of 
the  StAtes  b7  legislative  enactments;  had  we 
not  been  edacBted  in  its  principles;  would  it 
oeenr  to  007  bnman  twng  in  this  oonntrj  that 
it  had  aaj  ezistenee  beret  It  was  ntterl; 
■bsord  to  aaj  that  the  commtHi  law  was  in  foroe 
m  the  eotnta  of  the  United  States.  Be  gnnted 
that,  M  reapeetad  manj  <^  onr  laws  and  acta  of 
OoDgress,  espeelaUj  those  which  provided  for 
the  oi^anization  of  onr  oonrts,  thef  were  ei- 
ponnd^  according  to  the  principles  and  roles 
of  the  common  law.  Where  onr  courts  were 
tailed  npoQ  to  decide  case^  they  mnat  have 
rnlea  of  proceeding  and  action,  and  he  agreed 
that  fbr  tiieee  the;  had  wiselj'  and  properly  re- 
sorted to  the  oommm  law.  These  were  wise 
rules  of-actjon  for  oases  within  the  express  jn- 
lisdietiim  of  the  oonrts.  But,  with  regard  to 
ffintee  and  punishments,  the  prinoiples  of  the 
eonunon  law  had  no  force  in  onr  tribnnals.  He 
WW  aware  it  might  be  said,  that  it  was  neoes- 
Nr7  for  the  oonrts  to  adopt  some  principle 
wludi  wonld  antb<»ue  them^go  maintain  their 
Jansdietioa  hj  pnnishing  for  Contempts  com- 
Dottod  wittuD  and  against  it.  Bat  the  power 
of  pnnisbing  for  contempt  was  a  high  crimiDal 


others,  tbe  most  daugeroos  that  conid  be 
Sonti.  He  main  tain  ed  that  the  power  oonld 
Dotlegall;  or  conatitatioosllj  bo  exercised  so 
M  to  oiafranohise  a  citizen,  or  to  deprive  him  of 
his  Ubwty  and  the  means  of  bis  existence.  The 
eoirect  principle,  then,  was  this ;  tbe  conrts  of 
the  United  States  had  no  power  to  pnniah  for 
eo&tsBipt,  Airther  than  their  own  self-preserva- 
tkn  leqnired.  It  waa  necessu^  that  the; 
■boold  poosees  the  power  k>  protect  themselres 
inthea^ninistTStion  of  justice;  topreventand 
pmndi  direct  outrages  npon  tbe  conrt;  topre- 
Ttnt  the  Judge  from  being  driven  from  the 
btndi,  the  jiirf  from  being  aseanlted,  and  the 
ranilar  and  flur  administraldon  of  jnstice  from 
being  impeded.  This  power  the  court  poamss- 
ed  iodepesidently  of  the  laws  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  the  oonmion  law.  The  right  to  pnu- 
ish  in  sncb  oases,  was  ioberent.  But  bow  far 
did  it  extend !  Whbt  prindple  of  neceesit7,  tbe 
grant's  ptea,  woold  jastifj  the  eser<nse  of  this 
power)  for  aotbing  but  oeceasit;  conld  juatifr 
XL  It  oonld  be  enforoed  onl;  bo  for  as  to  pro- 
tect the  ooorte  in  tiie  administratioiiL  of  jostice ; 
to  prevent  n>j  obstmotion  in  their  proceedings. 
It  mnat  be  a  Sagrant  ontrage  in  tbe  face  of  the 
court  to  jnstt^  a  amnmary  punishment  for  con- 
tempt, li,  in  snob  oases,  onr  conrta  had  not 
the  power  to  protect  themselves  in  the  dis- 
charge of  ^w  high  limotJonB,  it  wonld  be  in 
nia  lor  ^em  to  attempt  to  administer  justice. 


Certun  powers,  however,  bad  been  impercepti- 
bly introduced  here  from  the  common  law  conrta 
of  £D^laad ;  onr  judges  and  lawyers  had  been 
thns  miboed  widi  certain  principles,  which 
were  utterly  incompatible  with  liberty.  What 
was  tbe  case  of  the  Teepondent!  He  was  not 
in  court ;  he  was  not  in  the  actual  administra- 
tion of  justice,  when  the  publication  of  Ur. 
Lawless  was  made.  He  claimed  the  power  of 
protecting  his  sacred  person,  like  the  King 
of  England,  from  all  scrutiny  1  The  judgment 
of  the  oonrt  had  been  rendered  six  moathfl  be- 
fore tbe  publication.  The  decree  had  been  en- 
tered. There  was  an  end  to  the  judicial  func- 
tions of  tbe  Jadge  as  to  that  case.  But  some 
four  or  five  montlia  after  Jndgment  rendered. 
Judge  Feok,  from  somemotiTe,  no  donbt  having 
reference  to  the  public  interest,  thDa|ht  proper 
to  come  out  and  publish  as  extra-jndicial  opinioa 
in  the  newspapers:  a  labored  argument  pre- 
pared after  liis  judicial  functions  luui  cesfled,  to 
make  such  an  impression  upon  the  land  claim- 
ants in  Uissouri  as  should  oorrespoud  with  his 
own.  And  it  waa  this  extra-judicial  opinion 
which  he  sought  to  protect  from  all  scrutiny, 
by  tho  principles  of  the  common  law;  upon  the 
priDoipIe  that  tbe  king  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
that  the  judge  was,  as  tbe  representative  of  the 
king,  administering  his  justice,  equally  exempt 
AMm  responsibility. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  this  case  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  such  an  extraordinary  power,  as 
that  assumed  by  the  Judge,  to  commit  and  sns- 
pend  Mr.  Lawless?  Was  justice  likely  to  be 
impeded,  because,  by  an  eitra-jndicii  act  of 
the  Judge  himself^  bis  opinion  was  subjected  to 
public  discussion  ?  Suppose  the  article  written 
by  Mr.  Lawless  to  have  been,  what  it  was  not, 
an  atrooiooB  lit)el,  founded  in  falsehood,  an  in- 
famous and  defamatory  libel,  where  was  tbe 
evil  I  What  injnry  co^d  it  have  done  to  tbe 
administration  of  justice  t  Waa  it  a  ease  of 
emergency  t  No,  sir.  It  would  have  been  an 
ordinary  .case  of  libeL  which  could  Just  as  well 
have  been  punished,  through  tbe  ordinary 
channel  of  trial  by  Jury,  in  two  years,  as  any 
other  libel.  Admit  tiie  imounity  of  Judge 
Peck  fivm  somtiny ;  suppose  aim  to  have  been 
administering  the  king  b  justice,  and  to  have 
been  protected  from  all  animadversion ;  where 
then  was  the  necessity  for  inflicting  punishment 
by  a  mode  of  trial  which  excluded  all  investi- 
gation ;  wifhont  any  trial  in  fact ;  without  invee- 
tigation;  without  tbe  interposition  of  a  jury! 
Would  any  man  of  sense  contend,  on  these 
principles,  that  the  judges  of  tbe  United  States 
uad  any  power,  any  right  to  punish  any  libel, 
however  flagitious,  on  any  act  of  the  court, 
after  it  had  been  done  as  a  contempt !  Had  the 
people  no  right  to  discuss  the  principles  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States )  Had  a  South  Carolina  editor,  for  ei- 
ample^  no  right  to  examine  tho  opinion  of  that 
conrt  m  the  case  of  Cohen,  and  to  prodnce  it 
as  evidence  that  the  Judges  were  the  ministers 
of  despotism  ?    He  demanded  of  this  honorable 
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court,  whether  there  was  say  nnmeunred  lan- 
goBge  of  reprobation,  in  which  a  oitizen  Dii^bt 
not  indnlga  towards  a  court  for  pronoanoing 
an  opioioD,  and  proolaimiog  principles  danger' 
ons  to  liberty,  and  to  tbe  free  institntioiu  of  hia 
country)  Would  the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  send  the 
Uonhal  to  Sonth  Oarolina  or  Loniaiana  to  bring 
snch  an  editor  before  them  for  ooatempt,  and 
to  ponlBh  him  hj  the  ennunary  proo«u  of  at- 
tachment I  Prom  his  knowledge  of  that  conrt, 
and  of  the  Chief  Jnstice,  he  had  no  beeitation 
in  saying  that  they  would  unanimonaly,  and 
with  one  accord,  decide  that  they  were  a  court 
of  limited  powers;  that  they  did  not  possess 
any  anthont;  on  the  snbject  of  contempts,  ex- 
cept the  inherent  power  to  prot«eC  themselves 
In  the  adminiatration  of  justice,  and  to  prereot 
its  obstruction.  To  support  his  argnment,  Mt. 
MoD.  adverted  to  the  sedition  law,  not  for  the 
pnrpose  of  exciting  any  pr^ndioe.  or  reviving 
any  party  feeling,  m  this  honorable  conrt,  bnt 
as  fnrnisbing  some  analogy  for  the  illostration 
of  the  pregent  ease.  That  law  was  thoronghly 
understood  by  every  pnblio  man  in  the  country. 
It  was  settled  in  the  pnblic  mind  to  be  on  nsnrp- 
ation.  Every  man  of  nnderstanding  consider- 
ed it  to  have  been  unconetitntiona].  And  yet 
it  was  a  mitigation  of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land. I^  ezpioded  the  monsffous  heresy,  that 
the  greater  uie  troth  the  greater  would  be  t^ 
libel.  Bnt  it  was  deemed  unconetitntional. 
Congress  were  condemned  not  for  having  pass- 
ed an  act  which  mitigated  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  of  England,  hut  because  they  had 
no  authority  to  pass  any  law  restricting  the 
liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press;  because  they 
had  conferred  on  the  federal  oonrts  a  power  to 
punish  for  contempt  any  man  who  might  utter 
or  publish  what  they  might  deem  8  libel.  Was 
not  this  a  grievance)  The  law  Lad  been  re- 
pealed :  it  had  become  ODlversally  odious.  And 
now,  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the  Honse 
of  Representatives,  together,  did  not  possess 
the  power  which  Judge  Peck,  representmg  the 
King  of  England,  and  adroioistonjig  his  Justice, 
clumed,  of  punishing  a  citizen  fur  contempt,  in 
daring  to  ^neetion  the  infallibility  of  his  opinion. 
Whence  did  be  derive  a  power  which  did  not  be- 
long to  the  united  fonotionaries  of  this  Govem- 
inentt  Under  the  sedition  law,  the  citizen  ac- 
cused of  a  libel  was  entitled  to  a  trial  byjnry, 
and  to  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 

By  its  repeal  the  people  of  the  United  States 
had  decided  that  the  President,  Benote,  and 
Honso  of  Representatives  could  not  snbject  a 
dtizen  even  to  trial  by  a  Jury  for  the  most 
defunatory  Lbel.  Bnt  here,  in  this  case,  the 
Judge  undertakeB,  not  by  the  interposition  of 
a  Jury,  but  of  his  own  will,  to  punish  for  con- 
tempt imagined  by  himself,  which  nobody  else 
woiud  have  noticed  or  viewed  as  a  contempt. 
Without  law,  this  honorable  jndge  claimed  a 
power  to  punish,  much  greater  than  that  which 
was  possessed  by  every  other  branch  of  the 
Government  anitod.  He  claimed  a  power  to 
moke  the  law,  and  pimisb  under  it,  at  Ihesame 


moment  This  was  the  most  InOuDOns  and  ^- 
ronniod  of  the  whole  tissue  of  usurpatlona.  We 
had  analt^es  in  the  aots  of  Oongrees  bearing 
en  this  case.  By  the  Jadioial  act  of  1789,  the 
federal  courts  have  tbe  power  to  punish  for 
contempts  committed  dnnng  the  prt^rees  of  a 
trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  oonrt.  In  car- 
rying this  law  into  effect,  they  might  puniab 
any  act  tending  to  impede  the  oooree  of  JnatiCQ, 
any  insnlt  to  tne  court  or  Jury,  any  contempt 
perpetrated  in  the  face  of  the  court,  by  fine  and 
imprisonment.    The  expreas  grant  of  one  pow- 


r  was  tbe  negation  of  anoUi 
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Oongress  had  not  faitended  to  go  furUier ;  that 
the  federal  courts  possessed  no  other  or  greets 
authority  in  relation  to  contempts.  He  humbly 
conceived  that  the  kind  of  pnnUhroent  indicated 
by  that  act,  was  that  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
alone.  If  It  were,  it  would  be  most  extraordi- 
nary that  the  conrts  should  claim  the  power  to 
punish  in  any  other  way  than  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment. Unquestionably,  they  did  notpoA- 
sesB  any  such  authority.  What  argnment,  then, 
could  justify  the  respondent  t  Although  Con- 
gress had  antiioriied  only  fine  and  impriaon- 
ment  for  the  high^^ades  of  contempt,  the 
respondent  clamed  the  power  to  infiict  a  greater 
punishment  for  tUe  mild«T  grades.  In  any 
view,  whether  w  ''  'yarded  the  common  law,  the 
Uws  or  usages  of' oar  own  country,  or  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  pribciples  of  the  constitution,  onr 
courts  snd  judges  conld  not  inflict  a  greater 
punishment  for  eotitempt  than  fine  and  imprison- 
ment :  they  conld  not  mflict  disfranchiBement : 
they  could  not  deprive  amanof  hisooonpation, 
his  inheritance,  or  the  means  of  snbsistmg  hia 
family.  8noh  a  power  was  never  claimed  be- 
fore by  any  tribunal  in  the  civilized  world. 

It  must  be  apparent,  by  this  time,  that  the 
district  conrt  ofMissonri  had  no  power  to  pnn- 
ish  a  citizen  of  the  Unit«d  States  for  cont«mpt 
farther  than  to  protect  the  eoort  in  the  octnai 
administration  of  juSUce.  Even  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  conferred  no  semblance  of 
authority  to  punish  a  contempt  against  tlie 
m^esty  of  a  conrt.  What  was  die  principle  aa- 
eumed  in  regard  to  contempts  by  the  courts  of 
^England )  In  the  case  of  the  King  ecmu  Al- 
mon,  which  was  no  case  at  oil,  a  mwe  extra- 
judicial opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  fonnd 
among  bte  papers  after  hia  death,  all  the  princi- 
ples Isjd  down  in  it  were  the  principles  of  un- 
mitigated Jodieial  despotism.  This  ingeniooe 
and  artful  tdssne  assumed,  that  the  Judges  of 
England  deriving  their  authority  from  the  King 
of  England,  and  administering  the  King's  Jns- 
ttce,  were  an  emanation  of  hia  power,  and  that 
the  same  principle  which  protected  the  oharao- 
ler  and  person  of  the  King,  as  sacred,  protected 
those  of  his  Judges  in  like  manner,  lliis  opin- 
ion was  going  the  whole.  The  judges,  sitting 
in  the  seat  of  the  King,  conld  not  be  called  to 
account  for  denying  the  writ  of  habeas  corpna, 
or  refusing  to  grant  it  without  making  the 
King  violate  his  coronation  oath  I    This  miser- 
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able  tissQe  of  sopbfstry  sod  falsehood  wu  mod 
to  JDstif;  the  pnniahmeiit  of  a  fair  and  manlj 
pablieatioa  on  the  law  of  habeas  corpos  as  a 
ecmtempt!  God  forbid  that  any  man  in  this 
conntTT'  ahonld  say  that  the  opintons  of  judges 
were  not  a  &ir  salject  of  animadvemon,  or 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  honorable  body 
vere  not  also  open  for  dlscosslon.  No  man, 
leeording  to  Qua  doctrine,  had  a  right  to  pnb- 
hdi  any  thing,  tme  or  falB«,  concerning-  any 
paMo  fhnctionary,  d^araging  him,  his  charac- 
to*,  or  opinions.  This  principle  of  the  EngliBh 
coute,  a  district  Jndge  of  the  United  States  has 
had  the  boldness  to  advance  to  jnaCifj  blsjndi- 
dal  tyranny.  Conld  this  be  law  t  Any  pab- 
liution  against  a  priTate  citizen  was  prima 
/ku  a  Ubel ;  it  was  the  private  Individaal  that 
eight  to  be  protected  from  calnmny.  The  same 
inJmani^  did  not  belong  to  the  pnblio  fano- 
tionary.  What  might  property  be  punished 
fbr  being  aaid  against  a  private  citizen,  it  would 
be  JQStiflable  to  say  agdnst  a  pnblic  fnnctionary. 
There  was  hardly  any  thing,  tme  or  false,  that 
ooriit  not,  with  impnnity,  to  be  allowed  to  be 
poclished  ■gainstapnblioman,  ratherthan  nm 
the  hazard  of  restricting  the  liberty  of  discos- 
■ioD.  By  the  Irreversible  decision  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  upon  the  sedition  law, 
It  bad  been  decided  that  jim  cannot  pnnish  any 
thing  said  against  a  pnblie  offi(»r,  A  decision 
so  nnanimoos  as  that  was  did  not  exist  on  rec- 
ord. He  would  now  barely  call  the  attention  of 
this  honorable  court  to  one  or  two  British  an- 
tlioritiea  to  satisfy  them  that  Judge  Peck  had 
been  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  even  if  we 
admitted  the  force  of  the  oommon  law  in  this 
conntry.  Borne  of  the  elementary  English  au- 
thor* carried  the  doctine  of  contempt  Airther 
than  others. 

Blsckstone,  in  whose  woA^  nnfortuQately  for 
many  of  na,  we  were  educated  as  a  text  book, 
mppoTted  the  anthorily  of  the  Sing  on  all  oc- 
cUHina,  and  spoke  of  &e  right  of  the  court  to 

tonish  for  conseqnential  contempts.  Bat  even 
B  did  not  push  the-  doctrine  as  far  as  this  ty- 
mmical  Judge  bad  done.  Hawkins  broadly 
laid  down  the  principle,  that  any  words,  how- 
ever trne  or  false,  which  might  ,be  uttered,  re- 
wouhfhl  of  the  judge,  were  immediately  fina- 
ble by  the  court ;  hat  that  the  better  opinion 
WIS,  that  a  man  could  not  be  pimiahed  for 
words  said  against  a  Jndge  not  in  the  actual  ez- 
eradon  of  his  oCBi^  dnties.  If  a  man  said 
that  a  judge  was  a  nunuknll,  and  deserved  to 
be  hanged  for  ^ving  ench  an  opinion,  here  was 
contemptuous  as  wdl  as  reprosichful  langoi^ ; 
bnt  the  man  oonld  not  be  punished  for  it  "Siaa 
had  been  lud  down  by  a  writer  who  pushed 
the  King's  prerogative  to  its  utmost  limits. 
Bach  a  man  mi^t  say  to  a  Judge  ont  of  court, 
"your  opinion  is  a  fur  subject  of  investigation: 
I  iiavB  a  right  to  pronounce  you  a  fool  or  a 
aconndreL"  This  language  wonld  not  be  a 
proper  snlyect  of  indictment.  He  would  Dot 
[retend  lo  compare  language  so  contemptnons 
aod  diare^Mctfol  as  this  to  the  publication,  by 


Mr.  Lawless,  of  "A  Oitdten,"  for  which  Ml 
majeety.  Judge  Peck,  had  imprisoned,  enspend- 
ed,  and  disfranchised  the  author.  His  was  a 
respectful  and  harmless  publication.  He  would 
prodnce  another  English  elementary  writer. 
According  to  Holt,  it  is  held  in  England  that 
ajadicial  opinion  is  a  fair  subject  of  aisoussioD. 
provided  no  bad  or  corrupt  motive  be  ascribea 
to  the  Judge,  Although  he  would  not  admit 
that  it  was  punishable  to  say  to  a  tyrannical 
judge,  "  yon  are  a  Judicial  tyrant,"  yet,  even 
according  to  the  English  law,  as  expounded  by 
the  writers  to  whom  he  had  referred,  Jndge 
Peck  had  no  right  to  punish  Mr.  Lawless,  who 
had  ascribed  no  wrong  or  oormpt  motive  to  his 
opinion  in  the  case  of  Boulard,  The  power  ex- 
ercised by  that  Judge  was  the  most  arbitrary 
and  dangoTDUB  ever  exercised  by  any  oonrt  or 
judge  in  this  country.  It  was  a  pregnant  proof 
of  the  danger  of  such  an  exercise  of  jnoicial 
power,  to  say,  as  he  would  declare,  that  the 
power  to  punish  for  contempt,  even  in  cases  of 
necessity,  was  a  dangerous  power,  a  despotic 


the  very  illustration  of  tyranny,  that  a 
jndge  might  make  the  law,  fix  the  pmushment, 
and  pnnish,  at  the  same  time.  Could  any  man 
doubt  that  Judge  Peck  had  assumed  tlie  right 
to  pnnish  a  contempt  against  his  saored  person ; 
that  he  bad  fixed  the  punishment,  and  enforced 
it  too ;  that  he  hod  performed  the  functions  of 
le^slator  and  Jndge  in  his  own  case  t  Ooold 
any  man  doubt  that  thisJudge,  to  gratify  his  vin- 
dictive passion^  had,  by  an  arbitrary  and  sum- 
mary process,  deprived  an  American  citizen  of 
his  rightn,  Bultjected  him  to  an  ignominious  con- 
finement in  prison,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
means  of  snpporting  his  famUy!  Was  not  such 
a  man  a  JuiUcial  tyrant,  whose  crimes  called 
alond  for  exemplary  punishment  I 

Mr.  MoDdfeib  then  proceeded  to  call  the  af^ 
tentioD  of  the  court  to  the  publication  of  "A 
Citizen,"  which  Judge  Peck  alleged  to  be  a 
libel  punishable  as  a  contempt :  and  he  ana- 
lyzed it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  comparing  it 
as  be  went  along  with  the  opinion  of  the  Judse, 
on  which  it  was  a  commentary,  and  with  the 
answer  to  the  article  of  impeachment,  in  order 
to  show  that  it  was  not  even  a  misrepresenta- 
tion, much  less  a  disrespectM  contempt,  of  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  By  this  analytical  pro- 
cess also,  he  would  demonstrate  that  the  con- 
dnct  of  that  Judge  to  Mr.  Lawless  presented 
the  strongest  iilustration  of  judicial  oeapotiam 
that  had  ever  been  exercised,  from  the  first 
dawn  of  civil  liberty  to  the  present  day.  It 
mnst  have  required  all  the  disordered  imagina- 
tion and  fnrioos  passion  of  this  Judge  to  distort 
into  a  contemptuous  libel  one  of  the  most  inno- 
cent publications  ever  issued  from  the  press. 
As  Ood  was  his  Judge,  if  he  did  not  know  the 
respectable  counsel  of  the  respondent,  he  should 
say,  from  the  defence  of  the  Judge,  that  he 
must  have  been  deranged.  No  man  in  his 
sensea  could  have  tortured  the  publication  of 
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Ur.  Lawlesa  aa  he  had  done.  In  the  oaae  of 
Sonlord's  heirs,  althoDgh  the  Judge  had  decided 
agfUDBt  the  clainiantB,  ne  Bud,  in  his  published 
opiolDn,  that  it  was  still  open  for  the  aiBcaSBioii 
of  oonnseL  Mr,  Lawleea,  therefore,  commenced 
his  publication,  with  an  nnbeooming  hamilit; 
to  the  court,  snch  as  no  citizen  ought  to  hare 
manifested,  bj  aaying  that  he  woold  avful  him- 
Belf  of  the  permission  granted  b?  the  Jndge,  to 
point  the  pablie  attention  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal errors  which  he  thought  he  had  disoov- 
ei«d  in  his  opinion.  This  ■verj  apolt^  bad 
been  seized  on  bj  this  Jealuas  tjrant,  and  tor- 
tared  into  an  insult  apon  the  conrL  The  Jodge 
alleged  that  he  had  not  sud  the  case  was  open 
for  newspaper  diBcaaaion ;  nor  had  Mr,  Lawless 
said  HO,  fint  the  Jndge  seemed  to  snppose  that 
Ur.  Lawless  had  discovered  a  secret ;  that  hj 
the  pablication  of  bis  opinion,  Jndge  Peck  had 
abown  so  little  sense  of  judicial  decency  and  de- 
oomm  as  to  invite  a  newspaper  diacnasion  of  a 
oase  which  bad  been  decided  m  bis  conrt.  And 
this  was  the  insult  which  Ur.  Lawless  had  com- 
mitted I  This  was  the  congeries  of  ridicoloos 
absDrdities  ntt«red  bj  the  Jndge ;  this  wad  the 
defence  which  be  had  dared  to  make  before  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  United  States  I  Such 
an  idea  never  conid  have  Ijeen  conceived  by 
anj  man  of  understanding.  HiunblT^  as  the 
Jadge  might  estimate  the  land  cMmanta  in 
Uissonri,  no  one  of  them  would  have  been  so 
deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  have  put  tiie 
OODBtructiou  which  he  had  pat  on  the  apology 
of  Ur.  Lawless.  Ur.  UoD.  tb«n  oonsecittiTelj 
and  critically  examined  every  specification  in 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,"  with  the  com- 
mentary of  the  Judge  upon  it ;  and,  in  relation 
to  tbe  Srst,  he  remarked,  among  other  things, 
tbat,  witJi  due  deference  to  Ur.  Lawless,  he 
thonght  the  only  crime  he  had  committed  was 
a  violation  of  grammatical  aoonraoy ;  a  blunder 
which,  he  believed,  was  common  to  tbe  Irish, 
and  Scotch  Irish ;  he  bad  construed  a  want  of 

Cver  in  a  sub-delegate  of  Louisiana  to  grant 
d  for  services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered, 
into  a  prohibition  from  making  such  grants. 
And  for  this  monstrous  and  flagitious  blunder 
in  tbe  King's  Englisb,  committed  by  Ur.  Law- 
less in  tbe  presence  of  his  honor  Judge  Peck ; 
for  thus  wounding  tbe  vanity  of  tbe  Judge, 
clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority,  Mr.  Lawless 
was  charged  with  tbe  suggestion  of  a  falsehood, 
and  sent  to  prison  for  a  contempt  I  In  the  pro- 
gress of  his  analysts,  Ur.  UoD,  endeavored  to 
demonstrate,  tbat  many  of  the  interpretations 
put  by  Judge  Peck  upon  the  publication  of  Ur. 
Lawless  could  have  been  conceived  only  by  the 
very  spirit  of  judicial  cavilling ;  by  none  but  a 
tyrant  in  tbe  meridian  of  bis  tyranny;  by 
nothing  but  tbe  very  genius  of  despotism  in 
its  maddest  freaks.  He  pronounced  Judge  Feck 
hiioself  to  be  the  most  accomplished  libeller 
Uiat  had  ever  ^ipeared  in  a  eonrt  of  justice, 
and  declared  thi^  bis  whole  commentary  upon 
the  publication  of  "A  Citizen,"  was  a  tissue  of 
libeU  offensive  to  decency.      The  charge  of 


falsehood,  absurdity,  libel,  ran  tbrongb  it ;  it 
was  tbe  phantom  which  haunted  his  imagina- 
tion when  be  sent  this  man  to  prison,  frul 
would  be  tbe  tenure  by  which  the  petnile  would 
bold  their  liberties,  if  an  American  citizen  could 
be  punished  by  a  judge  for  the  coinf^  of  hia 
own  brain ;  i^  frantic  with  rage,  by  a  specie* 
of  school-boy  cavilling,  be  might  perpetrate 
this  indignity  upon  an  American  citizen! 

Ur.  Lawless  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facta 
and  the  laws  in  relation  to  land  ^alma  in  Mis- 
souri at  the  time  of  writing  and  publidiing  th« 
article  for  which  be  was  ponished.  He  had 
approached  much  nearer  to  grammatical  and 
substantial  accuracy  than  had  been  sappoeed 
by  Mr.  MoD.  yeste^ay.  He  bad  cor>ectiy  rep- 
resented the  opinions  of  Judge  Peck.  The 
Judge  bad,  nevertheless,  declared  in  bis  answer, 
in  relation  to  almost  every  specification  in  the 
pnblioation  of  Mr.  Lawless,  that  it  was  nntrae. 
Were  Mr.  Lawless  the  Jndge,  Jndge  Peck  him- 
self would  be  liable  to  be  attached  and  punished 
for  contempt ;  but  God  forbid,  tbat  Mr.  Law- 
less sbonld,  in  that  event,  have  the  power  to 
decide  upon  bis  own  case.  Tbat  gentlemoD 
bad,  in  bis  publication,  imputed  to  tbe  Judge 
tbe  doctrine  tbat  tbe  regulations  of  the  Governor 
General  of  Loui«ana  bad  tbe  effect  of  annulling 
tbe  grants  of  lands  for  services.  It  was  fortu- 
nate for  Ur.  Lawless  tbat  this  case  had  occurred 
in  1826,  before  tbe  great  national  question  of 
nullification  bad  been  raised :  if  it  bad  not,  Ur. 
Lawless  might  have  been  attached  and  puni^- 
ed  for  charging  Judge  Peck  with  nullifyiog  the 
regulations  of  tbe  Governor  General.  The 
vanity  of  tbe  Jndge  bad  been  cut,  by  giving  his 
opinions  without  his  remarks.  Ur.  Lawless 
bad  given  Uie  substance,  stripped  of  tbe  feath- 
ers. He  had  dared,  with  sacrilegious  handsu 
to  tear  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  from  his  sacred 
context,  and  to  give  it  to  the  public  withont 
his  arguments ;  and  for  this  be  was  to  be  sent 
to  Jail,  disfranchised,  and  deprived  of  his  rights. 
Having  completed  his  analysis  of  the  pabli- 
cation of  Mr.  Lawlefti,  of  which  no  sufiSclent 
idea  can  be  formed  from  this  imperfect  report, 
Ur.  UoD,  appealed  to  the  candor  of  tbe  honor- 
able court,  to  say  whether  that  publication  ooa- 
tained  a  Bolitaiy  word  or  syllable  dlsreepectfU 
or  oontemptoons  to  tbe  court  or  the  Judge.  It 
would  bedifScultfortbetnto  lay  their  finger  upon 
any  political  or  other  publication  so  perfectly 
respectAi]  as  tbat  was.  Was  there  in  it  a  word 
of  censure  or  (^reproachl  It  was  the  practice 
in  South  Carolina  for  every  lawyer  to  make  bis 
own  statement  of  uiy  exceptions  which  he  maj 
take  to  an  opinion  of  the  judges  in  the  courts 
below,  and  to  lay  it.  before  Uie  same  Judges, 
who  constituted  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  mat 
State.  There  was  not  one  case  in  one  hundred 
of  that  description  in  which  the  lawyers  were 
as  correct  in  giving  tbe  opinion  of  Uie  judges 
as  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  in  representing  tito 
ion  of  Judge  Pock.  They  were  not  eipect- 
0  give  tbe  dress  and  the  feathers  of  the 
e.    They  were  expected  to  give  tbe  o^nion 
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M  thej  understood  it.  Mr.  UcD.  s&id  he  had 
never  made  a  stat«inent  in.  a  bill  of  eioeptiooB 
la  correctly  as  that  which  had  been  made  b; 
Mr.  Lawleea,  id  his  pnblication  of  the  opinion 
(tf  Jndge  Peck.  Differing,  as  he  did,  from  the 
Judge,  it  was  natnral  that  he  ahonld  pnt  a  dif- 
flanmt  oonstructitHi  npoD  his  opinions;  but  for 
thia  no  lawyer  in  that  State  bad  ever  been  sent 
h>  jaiL  £vei7  man,  whether  in  oar  courts  or 
in  Uie  gladiatorial  halls  of  U^alation,  was  liable 
to  have  bis  ai^nment  misonderstood  and  mis- 
r^treMuted :  bnt  he. did  not  wince  at  tbia,  or 
rise  op  on  every  oooaaion,  and  say,  I  did  not 
make  that  remark  or  that  vgoment  Was 
every  man  to  be  pnnisbed  for  mitoonoeiviBg  an 
■rgmnrat  or  an  opinion  ! 

The  Sewetary  Having,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
UoD.,  r«ad  to  the  court  the  pnblication  of  Ur. 
lAwleas,  that  honorable  manager  appealed,  with 
perfect  oonfldenee,  to  the  ooort,  to  say  whether 
a  more  harmless  or  respectful  pnblicatiQn  oould 
have  been  made ;  whether  a  man,  who  could 
regard  tiiat  publication  as  a  contempt,  and  pun- 
ish it  by  sending  its  author  to  jail,  and  depriv- 
ing him  of  his  right  to  follow  nis  profesdonal 
ooenpation,  and  of  the  means  of  subsisting  bis 
fivnily,  was  not  a  jodioial  tyrant,  calling  for 
exemplary  pimishment  at  the  haiida  of  this  aa- 
gmt  tribmial!  According  to  the  principles 
which  be  bad  cited  &om  the  English  books, 
aay  sobject  of  England  might  publish  a  oom- 
mntary  or  an  opinion  of  a  Judge,  if  he  did 
not  ascribe  corrupt  motives  to  it  It  was  pub- 
lic property,  and  liable  to  animadversion,  pro- 
vided that  the  fair  limits  of  criticism  were  not 
UansceDded.  This  .was  the  English  law.  The 
OoDstitution  of  the  United  Btstes  was  more 
ttee,  and  allowed  a  greater  latitude.  What 
waa  the  critiwam  of  Mr.  Lawless )  Waa  it  upon 
the  opinion  of  the  court !  So,  ur ;  that  judg- 
ment had  been  prononnced  six  months  before. 
The  decree  had  been  mtered.  Ur.  Lawless  had 
not  taken  exoeption  to  it  aiter  the  case  had 
been  taken  out  of  that  court.  The  criticism 
was  opoa  the  long  argument  of  Judge  Feck, 

C'  litued  in  a  newsptuier,  after  the  jodgraeat 
been  rendered.  The  case  was  pendmg  be- 
fta«  the  Bnpreme  Court  of  the  United  States ; 
and  Judge  Peck  mi^^t  have  been  attached  for 
a  contempt  of  that  court,  in  pablisblnK  his  ar- 
gument in  the  sewspi^rs,  upon  much  better. 
gronnds  than  those  upon  which  he  attached 
and  punished  Ur.  Lawless:  The  opinion  of 
Judge  Feck  as  published,  had  not  been,  deliv- 
ered in  l«rm  time ;  it  waa  pnblishedi  in.  vaca* 
tioo.  Mr.  lawless  had  just  as  much  right  to 
aiticize  it  as  the  Judge  had  to.  publish  it ;  and 
it  was  entitled  to  no  more  respect  than  if  it 
had  been  delivered  on  the  hustings.  We  had 
beard  nouoh  abost  Judicial  decency  and  de- 
eomm.  Judge  Peck  had  misconceived  both  by 
going  into  tbs  newspapers ;  and  his  published 
f^nnion  Tvas  not  entitled  to  the  decent  and  re- 
neotAi]  notioe  which  it  had  received  from  Ur. 
Lawless.  Any  citizen  possessed  a  full,  free, 
and  dear  right  to  investigate  that  opinion.    He 


oonndered  the  Jndge  to  have  been  extremely 
censurable,  in  pnbUshing  bis  opinion  while 
the  faao  waa  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  Whatever  might  be  the 
character  of  the  contempt  imputed  to  Ur.  Law- 
less, whatever  might  be  thoognt  of  it,  the  Jndge 
had  transcended  the  limits  of  all  authority  in 
inflioting  npon  him.  the  particular  punishment 
which  he  bad  visited  upon  him  for  the  offeuoe. 
Fine  and  imprisonment  were  the  only  punish- 
ment of  a  citizen  authorized  by  the  law  of  Eng- 
land or  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  contempt. 
Certainly,  Congress  had  never  delegated  any 
power  to  inflict  a  greater  punishment  for  the 
nigheat  grades  of  contempt.  Any  officer  of  a 
court,  any  attorney  practising  in  a  conrt,  fbr 
malversation,  fraud,  peculation,  unfair  dealing 
with  his  clients,  for  any  base  or  disgracefU  act, 
where  convicted  of  frand  or  perjnry,  might  be 
striokenfrom  the  rolls  of  the  court,  as  unworthy 
of  confidence.  For  these  causes,  in  England  and 
the  United  States,  the  courts  had  asstmied  the 
power  of  Btrikiog  fWim  their  lists  of  praotisins 
attorneys.  Bnt  Judge  Peck  had  not  pretended 
thatUr.  LawlesahadDeengciltyof  any  of  these. 
Did  not  this  honorable  court  perceive  that  there 
waa  no  relation  between  the  offence  and  the 

fanishment  of  that  genUeman  }  Because  Judge 
eck's  dignity  had  been  offended,  because  he 
chose  to  think  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless 
calculated  to  bring. ridicule  and.contempt  upon 
his  court,  bad  he  a  right  to  strike  him  from  the 
liit  of  attorneys  practinng  in  his  court,  and  to 
deprive  him  and.  his  family  of  the  means  of 
subsistence)  Ur..  Lawless  was  a  lawyer,  a 
public  man,  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  interest 
of  bnndreds  and  thonsands  of  the  oicizens  of 
Uissonri;  they  bad  a  ri^t  to  his  pnofesuonal 
services,  and  this  tyrannical  Jndge  had  said  that 
he  woQld  deprive  him  of  bis  and  their  rights. 
He  had  exercised  a  tremendous  power,  not  call- 
ed for  by  any  public  consideration,  nor  justified 
by  any  law,  bnt  originating  in  the  malevolent 
passions  of  the  petty  judge  by  whom  the  sen- 
tence bad  been  prononnced.  Having  presented 
to  Ae  court  the  facta  and  the  grounds  npon 
which  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  Bonse 
of  Representatives,  prayed  its  judgment  in  this 
case,  Mr.  UoD.  woold  offer  a  few  general  re- 
marks on  tbe  danger,  the  real,  great,  and  alarm- 
ing danger  of  the  precedent  which  would  be 
established  by  tJua  honorable  coopt  if  Jndge 
Peck  should  be  suffered  to  go  unpunished  for 
this  high  misdemeanor. 

Kb  had  violated  tbe  liberty  of  the  press  in 
the  most  daQKcroQaform.  Ee  had  violated  the 
right  of  trial  oy  jury  by  drawing  to  himself  the 
powet  to  try  and  punish  in  a  summary  manner 
an  ofienoe  which,  if  it  were  one,  was  a  proper 
subject  of  ordinary  indictment  and  trial.  And 
he  had  defended  bis  tyrannioal  condnct  by  the 
allegation,  that  the  aharge  of  violating  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  was  the  stale  declsmatiou  by 
which  demagognes,  slanderers,  and  libellers, 
attempted  to  justify  themselves,  and  to  brins 
tbe  0«v:wnment  into  contempt.     He  trustea 
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that  liberty,  the  libert}'  of  the  press,  was  not 
thns  to  be  laughed  and  sneered  oat  of  the  cap- 
ital of  the  United  States  by  a  pettj  provincial 
indge.  When  a  Earopean  monarch  nad  been 
nnrled  from  his  throne  for  daring  to  violate  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  were  we  to  t>e  told  that 
the  liberty  of  the  press  was  only  the  theme  of 
demagognest  Tyrants,  alone^  would  so  de^g- 
nate  it.  It  had  been  Jnatly  said,  tbat  tlie  liber- 
ties of  mankind  could  not  snrviTe  the  deEtrnc- 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Even  Home, 
tlie  Engluth  bistArian,  the  Bpolomst  of  tyrants, 
had  dedared,  that  no  people  haTing  the  liberty 
of  the  press  could  he  enslaved.  He  had  said, 
that  the  only  difference  in  Oovemment,  be- 
tween his  time  and  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  was, 
that,  when  he  wrote,  England  enjoyed  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press;  that,  with  this  privilege, 
Tnrkey  herself  woold  be  comparatively  free. 
And  yet  we  are  told  by  this  Jadge,  that  this 
was  the  theme  of  demagogaea.  He  called  upon 
this  honorable  conrt  to  look  at  the  danger  of 
the  precipice  on  which  they  stood,  if  they  set 
the  precedent  of  acquitting  this  Jndge.  Sup- 
pose he  should  be  condemned  by  this  tribnnaJ ; 
suppose  he  shonld  go  back  to  Hissoari,  and 
proclaim  that  he  had  been  made  the  victim  of 
party  feeling,  as  he  had  said  in  defence  before 
the  other  Honse,  where  he  had  grossly  reflected 
npon  that  House ;  suppose,  that  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Uisaonri,  he  uionld  malie  the  welkin 
ringwith  his  dtarges  against  this  court;  wonld 
they,  after  the  s«dildon  law  had  been  driven 
from  the  statute  book,  make  themselves  the 
legislators,  and  Judges,  and  execntioners,  of  the 
law,  by  pnnishingJudge  Peck  for  his  calumnies 
egtunst  them  F  Wonld  any  man  think  of  send- 
iw  for  him  to  answer  for  Ihe  free  investigation 
wuch  he  might  think  proper  to  indulge  int 
Would  this  honorable  court  not  npon  the  prin- 
ciple which  they  would  consecrate  by  the  ac- 
quittal of  Judge  Feck !  And  yet  such  wonld 
be  the  tendency  of  his  acquittal.  Every  editor 
in  the  United  States  was  liable  to  be  inunnred 
within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  npon  the  princi- 
ples asserted  by  Jndge  Peck,  unless  this  honor- 
able conrt  would  say  that  it  would  be  extremely 
dangerous  for  the  President,  Senate,  and  House 
of  Representatives,  to  punish  editors  for  the 
d^y  calumnies  published  npon  them,  as  Judge 
Peck  bad  punished  Mi.  Lawless.  Should  t£e 
Senate  of  Rome  not  punish  a  libel,  and  yet  del- 
^at«  the  power  to  punish  to  its  provincial  pro- 
consuls  I  Shonld  it  be  said  that  a  pro-consul, 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  fellow-citiiens, 
may  exercise  a  power,  mar  be  tmstcd  with  this 
power,  rather  than  the  Senate  of  Bdbie  ?  It 
was  said  that  the  King  of  England  conld  do  no 
wrong,  and  that  the  judges,  deriving  their  au' 
thorityfrom  him,  and  adininist«ring  his  justice, 
were  entitled  to  an  equal  protection.  Judge 
Peck  derived  his  power  from  the  President  and 
Senate.  Yon  may  slander  them  as  much  as 
yon  choose ;  »nd  yet  you  may  not  slander  this 
pitiful  emanation  of  their  authority. 
lii.  MoD.  c«iiteadad  that,  if  any  public  fhno- 


tionary  ought  to  be  held  responsible  to  the 
press,  which  was  the  organ,  the  only  true  or- 
gan, of  the  people,  it  was  the  Judges,  who  slone 
held  their  offices  during  good  behavior.  If 
you  wonld  preserve  the  independence  of  the 
Judiciary,  make  them  do  their  duty,  and  punish 
them  for  transgressing  it.  In  this  age,  when 
tyrants  were  overwhelmed,  and  tlirones  over- 
turned, for  violating  the  liberty  of  the  press, 
wonld  yon  suffer  yonr  Judges  to  trample  upon 
it  with  impunity  (  He  had  always  been  in 
favor  of  the  independence  of  the  Judiciary,  and 
against  the  rotatory  principle;  but  if  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  Judges  were  not  liable  to  the 
animadversion  of  the  public  press,  be  estab- 
lished, God  forbid  that  he  should  permit  the 
independence  of  the  judiciary  to  continue  for  a 
moment  longer  than  he  could  help.  A  judge 
was  Bs  impalpable  as  air,  if  yon  conld  not  reaoi 
him  throngh  the  public  ireas.  Ton  must  per- 
mit him  to  go  on  with  his  outrages,  without 
complaint,  until  you  could  bring  him  before 
this  augnst  tribunal.  You  might  bring  him  to 
account  here,  but  nowhere  else.  Had  we  come 
to  this,  that  we  may  not  call  a  Judicial  tyrant  isj 
his  right  name ;  that  we  may  not  call  him  to 
account  for  his  crimes  and  misdemeanors  \  In 
the  worst  days  of  Paris  the  cry  of  tyranny  was 
allowed.  "  Down  with  the  tyrant "  was  echoed 
and  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  Paris  to  the 
other.  But  when  a  Jndge  committed  on  out- 
rage, we  may  not  characterize  it  in  the  appro- 
priate language. 

It  was  in  vtun  to  attempt  to  disguise  it.  If 
this  Jndge  shonld  be  held  guiltless,  there  conld 
be  no  Jndicial  ontrage  which  would  not  be 
clearly  Justified  by  the  precedent.  It  had  never 
occurred  to  a  m^ority,  in  the  most  inflammable 
times,  to  Danish  so  harmless  an  article  as  that 
for  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  punished.  Th« 
precedent  of  an  acquittal  in  this  case  would  jna- 
tiiy  any  Judge  in  laying  down  any  principle  to 
jastify  snch  an  outrage.  The  most  insidions 
encroachment  of  power  would  be  sanctioned 
by  precedents  of  uiis  kind.  It  was  no  extrav- 
agant  suppositdon  to  imagine  that  this  Oovem- 
ment  might,  at  some  period  hereai^r,  be  Ad- 
ministered under  the  inSuence  of  party  pas- 
sions; that  a  party  might  get  into  power  ^ff 
intrigue  and  management,  and  that  it  might 
occur  to  that  party,  consisting  of  a  minority,  to 
attempt  to  mamtain  their  power  by  mozzline  or 
suppressing  the  freedom  of  the  press.  Itey 
might  not  pass  a  sedition  law,  but  they  mi^ht 
appoint  ten  thousand  district  and  territorial 
Judges ;  they  might  send  Justices  of  the  peace 
into  every  town  and  pariah  in  the  Union  I  wd 
each  of  these,  npon  the  doctrine  of  Judge  Peak, 
might  drag  an  editor  before  him,  punish  htm 
for  contempt,  and  thus  destroy  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  the  extent 
to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried  by 
party  judges,  in  party  times.  It  mnst  appear 
much  better,  in  the  view  of  every  statesman, 
to  suffer  the  most  UQjast  libels  to  be  pnbliahed 
in  the  newapapers,  and  to  let  t^eir  poisoned 
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trrom  reooil  npon  themselves,  thui  to  siip- 
prea*  tbe  libertj  of  the  press.  But  what  was 
the  liborU-  of  Itc.  Lawlew,  Moording  to  the 
practical  doctrine  of  Jndge  Fpok  F  It  was  the 
libertj  of  being  sent  to  priunL  incarcerated 
with  oommon  felons,  and  deprived  of  the  means 


opinion  with  the  Jnd^ 

A  wise  man  of  antiquity,  upon  being  asked 
what  was  the  best  ibrm  erf'  Govenuneat,  joati- 
fied  tbe  character  which  he  had  reoeived  b; 
the  answer,  that  that  was  the  best  in  which  an 
imoij  done  to  a  un^e  citizen  was  felt  aa  an 
iiyory  done  to  the  whole  oommunit;.  There 
was  not  a  man  in  tbe  coontr;  that  onght  not  to 
make  the  iqjnrj  done  to  Lnke  E.  lawless  his 
own.  We  were  told  that  he  was  aa  Irishman. 
He  deserved  infloite  credit,  when  ordered  to 
prison,  for  the  moderation  which  he  exhibited, 
for  not  dragging  the  tjrant^  as  Virginius  had 
drSK^  the  tjrant  Appins,  Irom  tHe  throne. 
Aa  &>d  was  his  lodge,  he  believed,  that  if  tbe 
case  of  Hi.  Lawless  had  been  his ;  if  he  had 
been  ordered  to  prison,  and  hia  family  deprived 
of  the  meana  of  sob^steuoe,  he  ahonld  h»ye 
dragged  bim  from  hia  seat  on  the  bench.  He 
had  his  whole  life  lived  in  abhorrenoe  of 
dc^Mtism,  in  every  sh^te,  whether  in  a  judge. 
or  an  overseer  of  slaves;  and  he  oonsidered 
that  this  petty  Judge  had  been  guilty  of  tjran- 
nickl  oondnct  which  would  have  disgraced  a 
•l»Te-driver. 

TnKBDi.T,  December  SI, 
Trial  (^Jud^e  Peek. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  IntoaOoort 
of  Impe*cbment. 

Tbe  House  of  RepreeentativeB  came  into  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  took  their  seats. 

Ur.  HoDuFPic  reeamed  the  floor,  and  con- 
ctoded  his  opening  speech,  oonunenwd  yeeter- 
d^,  against  the  respondent  [Tbe  remarks 
made  on  both  days  are  embodied  above,  instead 
of  dividing  Aem,  as  delivered.] 

Mr.  Bbohaitan'  then  offered  tbe  documentary 
evidowe  in  behalf  of  the  pToseontion. 

The  mart  then  adjonmed. 

VKDnmnAT,  December  22. 
Trial  </ Jud^a  Peek. 
The  Senate  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
cf  Impeachment. 

The  A»j  was  ooonpied  in  receiving  the  teati- 
monj  of  LuKc  £.  II^wlrss,  and  in  examining 
hiai.  Before  the  cross-examiiiatioa  was  fliUsh- 
«d,  the  Court  a^jonmed. 


THDBSDtY,  December  S8. 
Trial  of  Jtidg*  Peek. 
At  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  agun  resolved 
itsdf  into  a  Kgh  Court  of  Impeadunent. 


The  cross -ezamination  of  Mr,  Lawuhs  wi 
resomed,  and  continned  dnring  the  whole  of 
the  sitting  of  this  day.  In  the  course  of  Uiat 
examination,  both  yesterday  and  to-dsy,  a  va- 
riety of  points  were  raised,  and  argued  with 
great  ability  bv  the  managers  and  the  coonael 
for  the  respondent,  on  the  admissibility  of  cer- 
tain qneetions  propounded  to  tbe  witness.  The 
most  important  of  these,  and  that  the  deciuoa 
of  which  will  probably  protract  the  orosB-ezam- 
ination  at  least  a  day  or  two,  was  tbe  pointy 
whether  Ur.  Lawless  should  be  required  to  say, 
whether  certun  designated  passages  in  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Feck,  in  the  case  of  Soulard's 
beira,  were  tiie  parts  of  that  opinion  uptm 
which  he  based  the  assertion,  made  in  the  pntf- 
lication  of  "A  Oitiien,"  that  Jndge  Ped(  had 
assumed  the  position,  "  that,  by  the  Ordinance 
of  I7Q4,  a  snb-dele^ate  under  the  Spanish  Oov- 
emment  of  Louisiana  was  prohibited  from 
making  a  grant  of  lauds  in  consideration  of  ser- 
vices rendered,  or  to  be  rendered  1"  The  Elm- 
ate,  after  ingenions  and  able  arguments  by  Hr. 
BiioKAiruf  and  Mr.  Storbs,  in  behalf  <^  this 
managers,  and  by  Ur.  Wibt,  in  behalf  of  the 
respondent  dedded,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two  to 
ten,  that  the  question  might  be  put,  and  must 
be  answered.  This  will,  it  is  supposed,  lead  to 
a  similar  examination  of  the  witness  in  rdation 
to  the  groonds  npon  which  he  advanced  ^  the 
propositions  contained  in  his  publicoldoii  on  the 
ofiinion  of  Judge  Feck,  for  which  he  was  com- 
mitted and  suspended  from  practice  by  the 
Judge, 

The  narrative  port  of  the  testimony  of  Ur, 
Lawtws  will  afford  the  means  of  information 
to  the  general  reader  as  to  the  circnmstancM 
which  have  led  to  this  impeachment.  It  ia 
therefore  subjoined.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  heirs  of  Soolard  filed  a  petition  in  the 
District  Oonrt  for  Uissouri,  of  which  the  re- 
spondent is  and  was  tbe  Judge,  to  try  tiie 
validity  of  their  clum  to  ten  thousand  arpente 
of  land,  under  a  concession  alleged  to  nave 
been  issued  by  Trudean,  the  lientenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Louisiana,  to  Antoine  Soulard, 
the  sncestor  of  the  petitioners.  Ur.  Lawless 
was  the  counsel  in  the  case. 

LuxK  Edwabd  Li,wLBss,  Esq.,  having  been 
called  and  sworn,  gave  a  historical  narrative  of 
the  proceedings,  so  for  as  related  to  the  case  of 
Sonlard,  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Uissouri,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  of  18S4,  enabling  the  claimoote  to 
lands  in  Uissouri  and  Arkansas  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  try  the  validity  of  their  claims, 
and  in  relation  to  the  wmumstances  which  had 
led  to  his  commitment  and  suspension  by  that 
court.  He  testified,  in  sabstonce,  that,  in  the 
case  of  Soulard's  heirs  against  the  United  States^ 
he  had,  as  counsel  for  the  phuntiffk  a^ued  it 
on  a  general  demurrer.  It  was  thou^t  by  some 
of  the  profession  whom  be  consuUed,  th^  it 
would  be  well  to  have  his  awument  printed ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  printedT  Upon  the  ex- 
hibition to  him  by  lii.  Bcooakas,  one  of  tbe 
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honorable  managera,  of  one  of  the  priated  cop- 
ies of  the  argnment,  he  said  that  it  was  the 
same.  The  demnrrer  was  snbseqnently  with- 
drawn j  and  the  District  Attorney  filed  his 
answer  to  the  petition  of  the  claimants.  While 
taking  the  deposition  of  one  of  the  former  Lien- 
tenant  Oovemors  of  Upper  Lonisiana,  Jndge 
Feck  mentioned  that  he  had  read,  or  had  caused 
to  be  read  to  him,  the  argnment  of  Mr.  LaW' 
less,  a  copj  of  which  that  gentleman  said  he 
had  sent  to  him  hefore  that  time.  When  the 
oomt  Affaiu  eaXj  Jndge  Fedk  directed  an  issue 
to  try  the  qnestioti,  whether  snch  a  concesaion 
as  that  nnder  whidi  the  plaintifi^  claimed  the 
lands  in  qnestion  had  ever  been  made )  It 
was  found  that  it  had  been  made ;  snch  as  it 
was  set  forth  to  be  in  the  petitioD  of  the  cl^m- 
snta.  The  cause  then  came  on  npon  its  merita 
and  the  proo&  Mr.  Lawless  again  argned  it 
very  mnon  at  length.  This  was  in  the  spring  of 
18S6.  The  oonrt  took  the  case  under  advise- 
ment, and  reserved  it  for  fbtnre  decision.  He 
waa  absent,  and  the  Jndge  decided  it  in  his  ab- 
sence. Mr.  Lawless  was  not  present  when  the 
deci^on  was  made ;  but  Judge  Peck  postponed 
making  up  the  record  for  taking  an  appeal 
nutil  t£e  oonnsel  returned.  When  ne  returned, 
the  record  was  made  np,  the  appeal  taken,  and 
tiie  appeal  bond  given.  Xliia  waa  in  Decem- 
ber, 183&.  In  March  following,  about  the  80th, 
he  sai^  in  the  Kepuhlioan  newq>aper,  pahlished 
at  St  Lonia,  an  artjole  Headed,  "  Fecl^  Judge," 
and  found  it  to  pnrport  to  be  an  opinion  or 
argnment  in  justiflcation  of  the  decree  of  the 
District  Court  entered  in  the  oaae  of  Boolard's 
heirs  against  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  contun  a  great  many 
errors,  m  fact  and  in  doctrine.  It  appeared  to 
bim  to  be  calculated  injurionsl;  to  affect  the 
public  opinion  upon  that  and  a  variet7  of  other 
similar  claims,  in  which  he  was  conoemed  as 
counsel.>  The  article  was  anonjmona,  and  he 
looked  on  It  as  an  argument  not  presented  by 
the  Judge,  when  bis  opinion  was  ddivered.  It 
produced  a  great  sensation,  tended  to  depress 
the  hopes  of  his  clients,  and  to  depreciate  con- 
aiderablj  the  value  of  their  property.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  rather  to  be  an  inqoirf  of  what 
the  law  should  be,  than  a  peremptory  decision 
of  what  it  was.  In  the  opening  of  that  opin- 
ioiL  the  Jndge  eipreased  doubts  as  to  ^e  law, 
and  seemed  to  feel  as  if  he  were  waqdering 
through  a  wilderness  to  reach  the  desired  o.lnect. 
Further  discussion  seemed  to  bo  invited  oi  the 
points  involved  in  that  decision.  Taking  all 
these  cousiderotjons  into  view,  and  believing 
that  as  a  citizen,  independently  of  his  character 
as  counsel,  he  bod  an  undoubted  right  to  point 
out  the  errors  in  the  pabliahed  opmion  of  the 
Jndge,  and  to  prevent,  aa  far  as  no  oonld,  the 
injury  they  were  likely  to  produce,  Mr,  Lawless 
took  up  his  pen,  and  wrote  the  article  ngned 
"A  Citizen,"  which  was  published  in  the  ilis- 
eonri  Advocate  and  St.  Louis  Enquirer,  of  the 
8th  of  April,  in  the  same  year.  Shortly  after 
that  the  District  Oourt  sat  by  speiaal  adjonru- 
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ment.  He  attended,  and  took  his  place  in  court. 
Upon  taking  his  seat,  and  disposing  of  smna 
business,  the  Judge  pulled  a  newspaper  out  <^ 
his  pocket,  stated  what  paper  it  was,  and  asked, 
with  apparent  emotion,  who  waa  its  editor, 
addressing  hiinsel£  as  Mr.  Lawless  thought, 
partionlarly  to  the  District  Attorney,  or  to  the 
bar  generally.  l£r.  Lawless  replied,  that  he 
knew  who  was  the  editor  of  me  paper,  and 
that  it  waa  one  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  He  be- 
lieved, from  his  manner,  that  the  Jndge  had 
in  view  the  article  which  he  had  written ;  and 
he  waa  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
brought  up  for  discussion.  The  Judge  asked 
Mr.  Lawless  if  he  would  swear  to  the  act  as  to 
the  editor.  He  said  he  would,  and  was  accord- 
ingly sworn.  Describing  the  article  Judge 
Feck  dictated  a  rule  upon  the  editor,  to  show 
cause  why  he  had  published  it.  The  rule  was 
served  upon  the  editor,  and  Mr.  Lawless  volun- 
teered as  connsel  for  him,  he  being  the  author 
of  the  article,  and  considering  it  his  duty  to 
defend  the  editor.  He  ^plied  to  no  other  per- 
son to  appear  for  him.  Mr.  Lawless  urged 
the  editor  by  no  means  to  give  np  the  author, 
nsing  every  argument  that  he  could  to  satisiy 
him  that  it  waa  hia  duty  not  to  yield  on  snt^ 
an  occasion.  He  ^tpeared  in  court;  the  day 
after  tbe  order  was  issnedj  and  defended  the 
editor  on  all  the  grounds  which  sngge8t«d  them- 
selves to  his  mind ;  on  the  ground  of  the  per- 
fect truth  of  the  article,  and  of  tlie  absence  oa 
its  face  of  all  intention  to  commit  a  contempL 
In  demonstratiiu  Uie  truth  of  the  article,  be 
recurred  to  the  published  opinion  of  the  Jndg^ 
to  all  that  the  article  contained,  and  pursued 
the  same  course  of  argument,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, aa  far  as  his  humble  abilities  would  per- 
mit, which  had  been  taken  by  the  honorable 


up  on  the  occasion,  to  show  that  the  publication 
of  "  A  Citizen"  was  not  a  cont«mpt.  Imme- 
diately after  concluding  his  argument,  which, 
he  thought,  had  occupied  more  ttian  one  day,  he 
left  tbe  ooiut ;  and  he  understood  that  Mr.  Gey- 
ei\  a  gentleman  of  tbe  St.  Louis  bar,  had  also 
afterwards  stepped  forward  in  defeooe  of  the 

When   Mr.   Lawless   returned    into  oonrt, 
be  found  Judge  Feck  about  to  make  the  rale 

absolute  for  an  attachment  npon  the  editor. 
Considering  that  the  Judge  speared  to  point 
at  him  aa  the  author  of  the  article,  inasmuch 
as  tbe  rights  of  his  clients  were  involved  in  the 
case,  he  changed  his  view  of  the  course  which 
the  editor  ought  to  pursue,  and  assented  to  the 
giving  up  of  his  own  name  aa  the  author.  Mr. 
Foreman  waa  then  discharged  from  tlie  rule, 
and  a  rule  waa  made  on  Hr.  Lawless,  to  show 
cause  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue 
agunst  bun,  and  why  he  should  not  be  sus- 
pended from  practice  in  that  oourt  for  having 
written  tbe  article  as  set  forth  in  the  attach- 
ment. Mr.  Geyer,  Mr.  Magennis,  and  Mr. 
Strother,  members  of  tiie  bar,  speared  before 


1S30.] 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 
TruU  of  Judge  rtct. 


[Sni 


Judge  Feck,  the  Eext  d&j,  be  believed,  und 
argoed  tbe  matter  sa  Mb  coansel.  When  thej* 
attempted  to  demoastrate  tbe  intrinsic  troth  of 
the  article  of  "  A  Citiren,"  they  were  stopped 
bj  tba  Jadge,  told  that  bo  hod  decided  and  dis- 
posed of  that  qnestion,  and  that  it  was  not  open 
for  further  argument.  They  then  proceeded  to 
diacnss  tbe  qaeations  of  pure  law  on  the  merits 
of  the  case.  Their  aathorities  aad  argnmeuta 
on  that  point  were  overruled  by  the  Jndge,  who 
ordered  tbe  article  to  be  read  to  him,  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  by  Mr.  Bates,  the  District  At- 
torney, and  proceeded  to  eiamitie  and  comment 
apon  each  paragr^h  sa  it  was  read.  The  man- 
ner of  the  Judce,  in  treating  tbe  anbject,  was 
eieeedingly  Tenement;  he  was  more  impas- 
flooed  than  be  bad  ever  seen  him.  In  his 
observatJona,  he  permitted  himself  to  ose  ez- 
pteaaions  which  Mr,  Lawless  considered  offen- 
sive to  him  as  a  man  acd  a  gentleman.  The 
witneaa  felt  himself  irritated  by  them,  and 
perhapa  his  conntenance  exhibited  evidences  of 
that  irritation.  He  was  apprehensive  that  be 
might  betray  his  feelings  by  some  eipression  or 
gesture,  and  he  thought  it  best  to  leave  the 
court.  He,  therefore,  asked  his  friend,  Mr. 
G«yer,  if  he  thought  it  would  be  a  contempt 
for  him  to  leave  we  conrt  while  Che  Judge  was 
speaking:  Mr.  Gejer  thought  no  contempt 
could  be  inferred  from  his  leaving  the  ' 

He  rose  np  and  loft  the  conrt,  and  went 
Circait  Coort  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  then 
Eitting,  before  which  it  so  happened  that  a  case, 
in  wMeh  he  was  employed  as  leading  connsel, 
was  about  to  be  trieu.  It  was  the  case  of  some 
slaves,  who  bad  sued  Peter  Choteau  for  the 
recovery  of  their  freedom.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  defendant  While  this  trial  was  pro- 
ceeding, he  was  informed  by  the  deputy  marshal 
the  rule  of  an  attachment  against  him  had  been 
mode  absolute  by  Judge  Peck ;  and  he  was, 
therefore,  obliged  to  leave  the  Circuit  Oourt 
When  ho  appeared  in  tbe  District  Oourt; 
coudacted  by  the  deputy  marshal,  he  was 
mformed  by  Judge  Peck,  that  he  had  a  right  to 
demand  that  interrogatories  should  be  pro- 
pounded to  him,  as  he  understood  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  bim  to  purge  himself  of  the 
alkged  contempt. 

To  this  tbe  witness  replied,  that  be  did  not 
Kquire  any  interrogatories  to  be  propounded 
to  bim ;  and,  if  proponnded,  he  shonld  not 
ansirer  them.    He  did  not  recollect  whether  he 
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were  locked  up  in  tbe  room  wilii  him.  After 
witness  had  been  there  some  time,  he  called  for 
tbe  jwler,  and  requested  him  to  snow  him  the 
order  of  commitment,  which  he  did.  After  he 
had  examined  it,  he  determined  to  petition  the 
circuit  court  for  a  writ  of  habta*  corpiu,  in 
order  to  apply  for  a  release,  on  grounds  which 
he  thoughtbe  had  discovered  in  the  order  itself. 
The  judge  of  that  court  granted  tbe  writ,  and 
decided  to  discbarge  him  from  prison,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  seal  to  the  order  or 
signature  of  the  Judge.  He  was  accordingly 
dischai^^  and  heard  no  more  on  tbe  sutiject 
from  Judge  Peck.  An  order  was  also  made 
out  to  suspend  bim  from  practice  for  eighteen 
months,  and  he  was  not  restored  until  bis  soa- 
peneion  had  expired  by  limitation.  It  appeared 
further,  from  the  testimony  of  tbe  witness, 
that  be  was  a  native  of  Ireland ;  that  be  left 
that  country  in  1810;  tliat  bo  went  to  France, 
and  titat  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1816. 

8t  is  said  that  be  was  an  officer  in  the  army  of 
Hpoleon  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.}  He 
declared  his  intention  in  the  Marine  Conrt  of 
Now  York,  as  soon  as  be  arrived  in  that  city,  to 
apply  for  a  certificate  of  naturalization  as  ao 
American  citiien ;  and  be  accordingly  obtained 
his  certificate  at  St  Louis,  in  1622.  He  had 
been  admitted  to  practise  in  Kentucky,  both  by 
Judge  Johnson  and  Judge  Barry,  the  present 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
moved  on  with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  SL 
Louis  in  Mbsouri. 

Fbidat,  December  24. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peel. 

After  despatching  several  private  subjects, 
and  spending  some  time  iu  Executive  business, 

The  Senate  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawless  was 
continued  up  to  tbe  hour  of  adjournment.  It 
reached  only  to  the  sixth  specification  in  tbe 
publication  of  "  A  Citizen."  The  searching 
abUity  displayed  by  Mr.  Wibt  on  the  occasion 
was  met  by  unusual  vigor,  talent,  and  decision, 
on  tbe  part  of  tbe  witness. 

The  Senate  a^oumed  till  eleven,  and  the 
conrt  till  twelve  o  dock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  December  2T, 
Trial  ef  Judge  Peck. 
The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oourt  of  Impeacimient. 

Mr,  Wibt,  the  leading  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent, resumed  and  concluded  the  cross- 
examination  of  Mr.  Lawless. 


TcEBDAY,  December  28, 
THal  of  Judge  Pedc 
After  the  transaction  of  some  i 
nesa, 
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The  Senate  t^sia  resolved  itself  into  b  High 
Ooart  of  Impeachment 

Hbkbt  S.  Gbtxk,  ft  member  of  the  lOssonri 
bftT,  the  Rev.  Thouab  Hobbkll,  and  Abthuk 
L.  SAOunnB,  another  member  of  theUisaouri 
har,  were  examined,  and  croM-ezamined,  as 
witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  House  of  Repreaaot- 
atives. 

WiDXBSDAT,  December  29. 
Trial  of  Jitdge  Peeh. 

At  twelve  o'cloek  the  Senate  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeschmeot. 

Mr.  Mebedith  annonnced  the  absence  of  his 
friend  and  colleague,  Qtt.  Wibt,)  in  this  ease. 
He  had  been  called  home  to  Baltimore  by  the 
daogeroQS  illness  of  one  of  his  children.  He 
felt  the  embarraflament  of  his  own  situation, 
occasioned  bj  this  nnpleasant  circomstance. 
To  be  deprived  of  the  aid  of  his  coQeagne  at 
any  time,  or  on  anj  occasion,  would  to  bun  be 
a  oanae  of  regret ;  bnt  in  a  case  of  this  maRni- 
tnde,  BO  interesting  to  the  respondent,  and  so 
interesting  to  the  oommonity,  to  be  deprired 
of  bis  services  was  a  sonrce  of  deep  regret. 
WhHt  he  should,  therefore,  propose,  with  the 
consent  of  the  managers  on  the  other  side,  was, 
that  thev  shonld  proceed  to  finish  the  examina- 
tion of  the  witnesses,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  this  honorable  conrt  should 
adjonm  over  to  Monday  next,  to  await  the  retnm 
of  Mr.  Wirt. 

Mr.  BvoHAHAK  said,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  wonld 
acquiesce  in  whatever  the  oonrt  might  deter- 
mine to  be  its  pleasure  on  the  occasion. 

Ohablkb  8.  HaxpsTKAn.  Eowabd  Chablxsb, 
and  Whabton  Reotob,  witnesses  in  behalf  of 
the  impeachment,  were  then  called,  sworn,  ex- 
amined, and  cross-examined. 

The  oertiflcate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  Law- 
less, the  protest  of  the  Spanfsh  Lieotenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Upper  Lonisiana,  against  the  regnla- 
tions  of  Morales,  and  sondiy  other  papers,  were 
produced  as  evidence. 

Ur.  BuoBuiA^  then  s^d,  that  the  Managers 
of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  here  rested 
the  cause  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Mbbbdith  renewed  his  application  for  a 
suspension  of  the  trial  until  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tazbwkll,  the  court 
determined  to  ai^oam  over  to  Honda;  next,  at 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  Senate  a^oumed  till  to-morrow. 

MoNBAT,  January  8,  1831. 

The  honorable  John  0.  Oalhouh,  Tioe  Presi- 

d«it  of  the  United  States,  appeared  this  day 

and  took  tbe  Ghur  as  Pre^dent  of  the  Senate. 

Trial  of  Jtidgt  P«ok. 
After  the  transaotion  of  aome  morning  busi- 
ness, tjie  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 


K^  Ptet.  {JaxuBT,  lesi. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  of 
ib.  WiBT,  the  leading  counsel  of  Judge  Peck, 
the  Oonrt  of  Impeachment,  on  moUoa  of  Mr. 
T^zawnx,  adjourned  to  twelve  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  LiviHosTOH  snbmitted  the  following  reso- 

Rfolved,  Thsi  notluiig  containsd  in  SDj  of  the 

rules  for  conducting  impeachments,  made  on  the 
eleventh  daj  of  Hiy,  1B30,  sball  be  lo  construed  is 
to  prevent  anj  Senator,  Then  he  shall  give  bis  vote 
on  the  queslion  of  guilt;  or  not  ffoilCy  on  anj  srQcJa 
in  an  Impeachment,  froiD  asajgnuig  his  reasons  for 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  the  condderation  of 
Exeentive  business,  and  spent  upwards  of  two 
hours  on  it,  and  then  a^oumed. 


TttnnAT,  January  4. 
T&t  ImpeaehiMnt, 

The  resoltition  sobmitted  yesterday  by  Hr. 
LrviKasTOTi,  explaining  the  roles  to  condnot 
impeachments,  so  as  to  allow  any  Senator  to 
assign  his  reasons  for  his  vote  on  the  qaestioD 
of  gniity  or  not  gailty,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  the  resolation  was  predicated 
upon  a  doubt  whether  the  rules  adopted  in 
May  last  did,  or  did  not,  allow  Senators  to 
assign  their  reasons  for  the  votes  tfaey  might 
give  on  the  pending  impeachment.  He  waa 
rather  indifferent  than  otherwise  as  t«  the  fate 
of  the  resolution.  Its  object  was  to  settle  the 
donbts  which  existed  on  the  snbject;  and  that 
object  would  be  stained,  whether  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  reject«d  or  adopted.  Both  sides 
of  the  question  presented  difflcukies.  The 
Gourt  oonsisted  oi  forty-eight  members ;  and 
if  every  member  were  to  express  his  sentimenta, 
after  the  Managers  and  tne  Oonnsel  for  the 
respondent  had  been  heard,  a  great  deal  of  time 
would  t>e  oonsnmed.  On  the  otber  hand,  the 
right  to  speak  on  the  occasion  was  one  which 
be  considered  a  proper  privO^  j  and  he  was, 
upon  the  whole,  disposed  to  affirm  it. 

At  the  suKgestion  of  Mr.  FoBsynt,  the  reao- 
IntioD  was  lud  apon  tbe  table  until  to-morrow, 

WMBiwDiT,  Jonnary  D. 
Trial  ofjvdge  Feci. 
At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  resolved  itself 
into  a  Hi^  Oonrt  of  Impeaohment.    The  man- 
agers of  the  House  of  RepresentatdTOs.  and  the 
respondent  and  his  oonnsel,  having  taken  their 

Hr.  HsBinrTH  opened  the  grounds  of  de- 
fenoe.  The  honorable  manager,  who  had  stated 
the  case  for  the  impeachment,  bad  properly  ad- 
verted to  its  great  importance,  both  to  the  re- 
spondent and  tbe  community.  To  the  respon- 
dent personally,  it  was  undoubtedly^  of  very 
deep  interest,  in  its  oharooter  and  its  coase- 
queaces.    He  was  obarged  with  the  exeroise  of 
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dispangement  of  public  Justice,  and  to  the  Bab- 
Tenion  of  the  llbertieg  of  the  people  of  the 
TTtuted  States.'  If  thia  chai^  were  anatalaed 
by  this  honorable  oonrt,  the  respoodent  would 
be  doomed  to  meet  not  only  the  laatiog  re- 
proaches of  his  fdllow-citiuina,  bat  the  grievoDB 
(Mmseqaenees  of  removal  from  office,  and,  at 
the  dUcretlon  of  the  oonrt,  Boat«Doed  to  a  per- 
petaal  ostrarasm  from  the  ooofidence  and  hon- 
on  of  his  coantry.  Considerations  of  this  kind 
■ntitled  him  to  the  most  Berions,  calm,  and  dls- 
pasiionate  deliberatioa  npon  his  case.  Other 
considerations  cajled  for  cool  and  candid  ezam- 
iiutioii.  The  sorest  safeguard  of  the  libertiea 
of  the  people  was  to  be  fonnd-  in  the  firm  and 
iudependeat  adminLitratioD  of  jastice ;  and  it 
beouae  them  to  look  to  the  safety  of  that  por- 
tal which  the  oonstitntioii  had  placed  around 
the  jadjoiftl  aathority  of  the  oonntry.  If  the 
doctrine  on  which  this  impeaohment  had  been 
anpportad  were  snstdned,  qnestions  woold  arise 
out  of  the  case  of  deep  and  lasting  importance. 
His  dnty  on  the  occasion  was  an  exceedingly 
simple  one ;  it  was  within  presoribed  limits ; 
and  to  these  he  Bhonld  confine  himiself.  He 
bad  to  state  the  f^oonds  of  defence  on  which 
tbe  re^wndent  relied,  with  die  evidence  to  sup- 
port  tlut  defence.  The  transaction  which  had 
produced  this  impeachment  conld  l>e  told  in  a 
very  few  words.  The  re^ondent,  as  Jndge  of 
tbe  District  Goart  of  the  United  States  in  Mls- 
BOnri,  had  prononnoed  an  opinion  in  a  case  of 
very  great  importance,  and  nad  been  induced 
to  pnblish  th^  opinion  in  one  ^of  the  news- 
papers of  that  country.  It  was  already  in 
proo^  and  wonld  more  fully  he  shown  in  evi- 
dence hereafter,  that  the  opinion  had  been  pub- 
lished not  only  at  the  reqnest  of  the  members 
of  the  bar,  bnt  of  those  persona  generally  who 
were  interested  in  the  case.  One  of  the  coun- 
sel concerned  in  it  had  thonsht  proper  after- 
wards to  publish,  anonymoosly,  under  the  sig- 
natare  of  "A  Citizen,"  not  a  fair  criticism  npon 
it,  but  a  hare  ennmeratlon  of  what  he  termed 
the  errors  of  the  Conrt,  some  of  its  principal 
errors  in  fact  and  in  doctrine,  some  of  the  as- 
anrnptdons  of  the  Judge,  withont  assigning  any 
reaflona  to  sostaia  the  charge.  This  publica- 
tion, to  the  mind  of  the  re«>ondent,  appeared 
to  be  a  ^TQBs  and  palpable  misrepresen^tion  of 
bis  opinion,  calcoUted  to  brins  Mb  coart  into 
4isrc»pecl;  and  he  proceeded  to  attach  and 
poBish  its  anthdr  for  the  contempt.  After  a 
pMtieiit  hearing  of  two  or  three  days ;  after 
giving  to  the  counsel  of  tbe  author  every  op- 
portunity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  op- 
portueity  to  purge  himself  of  all  intentions  dis- 
reapect  to  the  oonrt;  after  the  peremptory  re- 
fiu«l  of  Mr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interroga- 
tories proponnded  to  him,  and  his  reasaertion 
of  tbe  troth  of  his  pnblicatiou.  Judge  Peck  had 
■entenced  him  to  tweuty-fbor  hours  imprison- 
ment and  to  a  suspension  from  practice  in  his 
eoflrt  for  eighteen  months.     For  this  the  re- 


ercise  of  an  arbitrary  and  oppressive  judicial 
power.  Hr.  IL  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
facte  and  evidence  by  which  the  respondent 
would  be  able  to  eatablish  the  portions,  that  a 
contempt  had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Lawless; 
that  the  conrt  posaeased  a  legal  warrant  to  pun- 
ish him  for  the  contempt ;  and  that,  if  not,  the 
jndge  wsa  infiaenoed,  in  the  case,  by  a  sense  ol 
official  obligation  and  dnty,  and  not  by  the  wil- 
ful, malicioDS,  and  arbitrary  motive  and  inten- 
tion imputed  to  him  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment. He  gave  a  history  and  character  of  the 
land  claims,  and  the  transactions  oat  of  which 
tbia  impeachment  had  ^wn ;  the  arduous  and 
perilous  difficnlljes  which  the  respondent  had 
to  encounter  in  the  exercise  of  hia-Jnriadiclion 
over  the  alleged  concessions  claimed  under  the 
Spanish  anthorities,  and  the  frauds,  meditated 
and  appreheaded,  against  wbieh  be  had  to 
guard.  He  described  the  case  of  Soulard,  which 
had  led  to  this  impeachment,  as  a  select  and 
test  cause,  and  ts^  that  it  required  no  pro- 

Shetic  spirit  in  the  Jndge  to  foresee  the  dissatis- 
wtion  which  an  adverse  deoirion  would  pro- 
duce iu  all  the  cldmanta.  It  would  eitingniah 
their  hopes,  as  loQg  as  the  decision  remtuned 
unrepealed,  or  tbe  court  nncheoked.  Accord- 
ingly, general  dissatisfaction  and  dismay  on  tbe 
part  of  Buitora  did  ensue.  Tbe  Judge  postponed 
the  enrolment  of  his  decree  in  the  cose,  to  en- 
able iir.  Lawless  and  his  associate  oouiksel  to 
put  iu  their  exceptions  to  it,  or  to  flimisfa  far- 
ther argument  npon  it.  This  was  declined  by 
them.  The  Judge  published  his  opinion.  The 
motives  for  its  publication  were  summed  up  in 
his  anawer  to  the  charge  in  the  article  of  im- 
peachment. He  perceived  that  such  publica- 
tions were  osaal  both  in  England  and  America, 
and  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  practice.  On 
the  contrary,  the  branch  of  law  Involved  in  the 
case  was  new ;  its  groands  had  not  been  fiilly 
ai^ed  at  the  bar,  and  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  be  fully  opened  for  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  counsel ;  it  was  right  that  their 
clients  should  see  the  reasoning  of  the  court  on 
the  subject,  and,  if  saiAafaetory,  that  they  should 
be  saved  from  any  further  expense.  It  was 
proper  that  they  should  see  that  the  court  had 
not  hastily  and  inoonuderatoly  assumed  the 


arguments  which  it  could  not  resist,  come  to  its 
conclosion  in  the  case.  Upon  these  reasons, 
the  respondent  confidently  relied  for  the  justifl- 
catiOQ  of  the  publication  of  his  opinion.  Ei^ht 
days  after,  it  was  followed  by  the  publication 
of  "A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  gross  and  palpable  mis- 
representation, calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and 
contempt  upon  the  court,  to  provoke  the  re- 
sentment of  the  claimants  towards  the  Jndg^ 
and  to  break  down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  Was  the  respondeat  justified 
m  these  apprehensions  t    Kotwithstaniling  tbe 
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glogg  pat  Qpon  the  aul^ect  hf  the  comporisoQ 

which  the  honorable  manager  (Mr,  MaUvrns) 

had  instituted  between  the  opjnion  of  the  Judge 

"    '  -'     -    '-'ication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  the  respou- 

apoQ  a  candid  eiantination  and 

IV  this  honoriible  court. 

be  able  to  show,  by  gentlemen  fa- 

the  case,  that  he  was  bj  no  means 

ttribnting  misrepreseDtation  to  the 

>f  "A  Citizen."     Men  of  int«lli- 

ira,  acqnaEnted  with  all  the  facta 

i  of  the  case,  looking  with  a  single 

lether  misrepreseqtation  was  to  he 

Enblication  or  not,  would  eatabtish 
ese  same  witnesses  would  show 
'  this  misrepresentation.  If  Ifr. 
blication  coatd  be  conridered  an 
resentation  of  the  coDcluuons  to 
oart  had  oome  in  that  case,  tbaj 
poflteroDB,  BO  absnrd,  that  nothing 
oe — an  ignorance  amounting  to 
ing  bat  downright  corrnption, 
iBnenced  the  Jndge.  The  effect  of 
lentation  had  been  to  destroy  con- 
i  court ;  the  disappointment  of  the 
IS  converted  into  hostility  to  the 
30  great  had  been  the  distrust  and 
a,  that  memorials  were  sent  to 
e  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
ts  jurisdiction  over  the  olums,  and 
to  another  tribunal, 
re,  the  respondent  saw,  or  this 
>art  should  heUeve  that  he  con- 
jiought  he  saw,  an  evil  design  in 
of  the  pnbtication,  what  course 
ay  was  left  him  to  pursue  ?  Piun- 
Uiere  was  hut  one  course  for  him 
that  was  to  guard  the  sacred  trust 
a  his  charge,  and  to  punish  the 
he  had  punished  it.  In  this,  Mr. 
3,  that  the  respondent  had  been 
nmemorial  usage ;  by  the  inherent 
e  courts;  h^  a  power  whicb^  al- 
itimes  questioned,  had  remained 
I  every  political  struggle  that  had 
nntouched  in  every  constitution 
n  adopted  in  the  country.  It  was 
Amenoan  precedents,  by  the  best 
purest  patriots  that  ever  adorned 
[t  would  be  shown,  in  due  time, 
rer  bad  been  exercised  by  all  the 
;  by  the  highest  court  in  the 
le  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of 
itatee,  in  cases  far  more  donbtful 
The  respondent  was  justified,  in 
punishing  the  publication  as  a  con- 
nly  by  the  statute  and  common 
the  law  universal,  by  precedent, 
ins  of  all  the  conrts  in  the  conn- 
he  were  not  so  justified,  had  he 
)d  by  the  malicious  intention  im- 
in  this  impeachment,  what  motive 
ihad  ?  He  liad  nothad  any  personal 
with  Mr.  Lawless,  No  previous 
ccnrred  between  them.  No  lurk- 
nt  existed.     All  their  measures 
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with  each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectly  amica- 
ble nature.  Was  a  malicious  motive  to  be 
found  in  the  character  of  tiie  respondent?  It 
would  be  shows  that  he  was  mild,  conciliatory, 
and  equable  in  temper ;  respectful  and  patient 
in  his  deportment  towards  all — to  the  members 
of  the  b^,  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  court, 
and  to  suitors.  Was  such  a  motive  to  be  in- 
ferred from  the  transaction  itself!  It  would 
be  proved,  not  by  those  who  oould  see  the 
transaction  only  in  colors  of  resentment ;  not 
by  witnesses  who  were  hostUe,  or  who  were 
present  in  court  only  at  intervals  while  the  casa 
was  pending ;  but  by  calm,  disinterested,  and 
intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  present  during 
the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  time,  that  the 
manner  of  the  Judge  was  not  more  vehement 
than  it  usually  had  been  when  his  mind  waa 
deeply  exercised  on  any  subject;  that  it  was  aa 
mild  as  any  judge  who  had  ever  graced  the 
bench ;  that  the  language  he  used  on  the  occa- 
sion was  addressed  to  the  publication,  and  not 
to  its  author ;  and  that,  in  fact,  he  looked  be- 
yond Mr.  Lawless,  to  other  and  higher  connd- 
erations,  in  awarding  the  attachment  and  pun- 
ishment to  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 

[This  is  but  "a  bird's-eye  view"  of  th© 
speech  of  Mr.  M.] 

SoBBBT  Wasb,  ]Esq.,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Missouri,  was  then  called,  sworn,  and 
examined  as  a  witness  in  behalf  of  the  respon- 
dent.    At  the  conclusion  of  his  testimony — 

The  court  adjourned  over  till  twelve,  and  the 
Senate  till  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thuhbdat,  Jaooary  6. 
Trial  of  Judge  Fteh. 

Afler  the  transaction  of  some  minor  bufflness, 
at  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  Bigh  Court  of  Impeachment. 

JoBH  K,  Tt^LEBB,  of  St,  Louis,  and  Mr, 
Fettis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  as  wit- 
nesses, in  behalf  of  the  respondent.  Then  ad- 
journed. 

Fbidat,  January  7. 
Trial  qf  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  agdn  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

J.  B.  C.  LcoAB,  W.  0.  Oabb,  sod  iwet  £. 
LiNDBLi.,  were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in 
behalf  of  the  respondent,  Jndge  Wash  was  re- 
examined in  part. 

The  court  then  aijjonrned  to  Monday. 

The  Senate  ordered  two  oinnions  of  Jndge 
Peoe  to  be  printed,  and  also  a^jounied  to  Uon- 


MomiAY,  January  10. 

Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

After  disposing  of  petitions,  resolntiona,  and 
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Oonrt  Srdjonmed  to  meet  again  on  Mond^ 
next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 


UoxsikT,  Jannarj  17. 
Trial  efjvdge  Feet, 

A  mesiage  was  received  from  the  House  of 
RepreseotatiTes,  annoiiDOuiR  the  resolntion  of 
that  Honse  to  attend  the  Beaatej  from  da7  to 
day,  daring  the  argnment  In  the  impeachment 
now  pending  against  Jamis  E,  Peok,  Distriot 
Jodge  of  ULsHonri. 

l^e  Senate  then  aaain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Ei^  Oonrt  of  Impeaotunent 

7udge  Gabr  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  was 
permitted  to  make  some  explanation  on  a  point 
of  his  former  t«etinioo  j. 

Hr.  SpaHOEe,  of  New  York,  a  manager  on  the 
part  of  the  HOnse  of  Repreaentatives,  then  rose, 
and  addressed  a  verf  learned  and  able  arga- 
ment  to  the  oonrt  in  rapport  of  the  impeach- 
ment.  Having  oonclnded  at  foar  o'olo^  the 
court  a^onmed. 


TuKSDAY,  Janoarr  is. 
Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

ASter  reoeiving  petitions,  resdntions,  and  re- 
ports of  committeeH,  the  Senate  asain  resolved 
itself  into  a  High  Conrt  of  lmp«a(£ment. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFB,  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
Honse  of  EepresentatiTes,  advanced  and  main- 
tained the  positions  that  Jndse  Peok  had  no 
legal  jurisdiction  over  the  pnblicatJon  of  Hr. 
Lawless,  even  snppodng  it  to  have  been  a  con- 
tempt, for  which  be  imprisoned  and  nupended 
him ;  and  that,  in  trath,  that  publication  was 
no  contempt  at  alL  Mr.  W.  defended  the  lib-  * 
erty  of  the  preaa  with  energy  and  zeal, 

l£r.  BnoBAMAK  and  Ur.  Srosn  stated,  &tr 
the  information  of  the  counsel  of  the  respon- 
dent, who  will  to-morrow  commence  the  argn- 
ment la  faia  defence,  the  additional  authorities 
which  they  intended  to  produce  in  support  of 
the  impeaobment. 

The  oonrt  and  Beiiat«  then  adjonraed. 


WKDmsDAT,  Jannarj  19. 
li-ial  o/Jvdge  Peeh. 
After  disponng  of  some  morning  bnsineas, 
the  Senate  reennied  the  impeachment 

Ur.  UsRiDrra  addressed  the  court  for  three 
hosra,  in  defeoco  of  the  re^ondent. 

TmrssDAT,  Jannaiy  SO. 
Tria^  o/Jaige  Ptet. 
The  Senate  spent  the  principal  part  of  to-d^ 
as  a  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Ur.  UsBKDiis  continned  hia  argnment  ia  d». 
fence  of  the  reqiondent. 


some  private  l^lla,  the  Senate  again  reaolved 
itself  into  a  Hi^  Gout  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  UKRUMts  apologiMd  for  the  absenoe  of 
Ur.  VuT,  oooaeioDed  by  indiiiMMition. 

The  depositions  of  Edwabd  Batbs,  Jokb 
"  t,  and  Samcki.  Ucekt,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
sent, were,  with  the  exception  of  certain 
L  expunged  bj  agreement,  and  wreeably 
deciuon  of  the  court,  received  and  read  as 
evidence.  Judge  Oabb  was  again  called  and 
re-exaauned ;  and  two  or  three  other  witnesses 
gKve  their  teetimonj.  The  whole  evidence  was 
oloaed,  with  the  ezceptdon  of  some  pi^Mrs  in 
the  General  Land  Office. 

TuxaoAT,  Jannarf  11, 

Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senate  agun  sat  as  a  Court  of  Impeach- 

Ths  sitting  waa  oonsnmed  in  the  prodnotion 
and  eKaaiination  of  docnmentarj  evidence  and 
oral  testimony  in  the  case  of  Jndge  Pick.  The 
himoraUe  Ur.  Bertok  was  callad  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  oertun  extracts  translated  bj 
him  firom  a  Spanish  ordinance  into  English. 
Colonel  Lawlxsb,  Ur.  Oann,  and  one  or  two 
other  witnesses  were  re-examined.  Finally,  at 
about  four  o'clock^  it  waa  annonnoed  by  the 
managers  for  the  House  and  the  conusel  for  the 
reBpoudent,  that  t^e  evidence  waa  closed,  and 
that  th^  would  proceed  with  the  argoment  to- 


A^oumed. 

WmumikAT,  laanarj  12. 
Trial  f^Jv&ge  Peek. 

Ttw  Smtia  a«iln  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Oonrt  of  ImpeacnmenL 

In  omscqiience  of  the  continned  iodispoution 
of  Ur.  WiBT,  Ur.  Tazewsll  moved  an  ft^onm- 
ment  of  the  court  till  to-morrow,  when  his 
pbyudans  thought  he  might  be  snfficiently  re- 
Kcned  to  attend  tbe  trial. 

The  conrt  accordingly  ai^oumed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonsidera- 
tim  of  Eiecntive  buginees ;  and,  after  spending 
■ome  time  thereon,  adjoamed. 

Teubsdat,  January  13. 
3HaI  ofjvdfft  Peek. 

Tbo  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oonrt 
of  ImpeachmenL 

mie  VicK  PnasiDnBT  presented  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  physicians  Ol  Ur.  Wibt,  expreaaive 
of  the  o]Hnion  that  he  could  not  at  present 
leave  Ida  room,  without  some  danger  of  a  re- 
l^Me  at  a  more  important  crisis  in  the  pending 
trial,  and  that  by  Uonday  he  would  be  entirely 
restwed  to  healUi. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Biotb,  of  Uaryland,  the 
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Fbidat,  Jannary  21. 
Impeachment  Eseptntei, 

The  bill  making  provudon  for  the  paTment 
of  the  witnesgee,  and  of  other  expenses  momred 
in  the  trial  of  Jaraee  H.  Peck,  Dlatriot  Judge  of 
the  United  States  for  the  DiHtrict  of  MibbooH, 
van  taken  np.  [The  hill  allows  each  witness 
fbnr  dollars  per  day,  and  twenty  centa  mileage 
for  travelling  expenses.} 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Marybnd,  said  that  the  wit- 
nesses who  had  att^ided  the  trial  of  Jndge 
Chwe,  had  been  allowed  but  three  dtdlars  a 
day,  and  twelve  and  a  half  centd-milea^.  He 
wished  to  know  the  reaaona  which  bad  mdnoed 
the  committee  to  increase  the  oampenaation  of 
the  witnesses  and  the  mileage  in  the  preaeut 
cue. 

Mr.  Iridku.  replied,  that  when  Jadge  Ohase 
was  tried,  tbe  pay  of  members  of  Congress  was 
jdz  dollars:  it  was  now  eight  dollars.  The 
oommittee  oonoeived  it  bat  Jnat  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation to  the  witnesses  at  one-half  of  that 
which  was  allowed  members. 

Mr.  QsuiniT  said  that  another  oonsideration 
showed  the  propriety  of  the  increase.  These 
witnesses  had  come  ttmn  a  mncb  greater  dis- 
tance than  the  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Jndge 
Obase.  Most  of  tbem  were  profesaional  men, 
and  liad,  by  their  abseoce  from  home,  loet 
nearly  a  half  ye»''s  practice.  He  should  vote 
for  the  four  doliars,  and  would  have  voted  for 
six  dollars  if  that  anm  bad  been  in  the  bilL 

The  blank  iu  the  hill  was  filled  with  the  som 
of  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  tlie  expenses  of 
the  trial ;  and,  thus  amende^  it  was  engrossed, 
read  a  third  tiitne,  and  passed. 

TViai  of  Judge  Peek. 

The  Senal«  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Sgh  Oonrt  of  ImpeaohnieDt. 

Jir.  Ukbbdith  oontinned  bis  argmnent  for 
the  respondent  nntil  half  past  three  o'dook, 
when  tike  oonrt  and  Senate  ar^onmed.  . 


Satubdit,  Jannary  23. 
THalo/JtidgePeek. 
Tbe  Senate  having  again  resolTed  itself  into 
a  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Hr.  Mebrdith  concluded  his  argument  at 
twenty  minutes  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WiKT  then  rose  to  address  the  oonrt  for 
the  respondent.  He  regretted  that  be  had  been 
the  unwilling  cause  of  so  mncb  delay  in  the 

Erogresa  of  t£is  trial,  and  thanked  ^e  honora- 
le  court  for  the  humanity  of  the  indulgence 
which  they  bad  extended  towards  him.  Bis 
friend  might  also  have  consumed  ranch  more 
time,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  than  was  neces- 
sary ;  but  it  would  be  recollected  that  two- 
thirds  of  that  time  had  been  nsed  in  reading 
precedents  from  the  books.  In  a  case  in  which 
the  respondent  was  so  deeply  ooncemed,  it 


the  gronnd  wMoh  t^  honMalMe  managers  hod 
deemed  material  to  their  arp|oineat ;  and  time 
had  probably  been  saved  by  Jbe  reading  at  the 
books  which  bad  been  produced  by  his  col- 
leogne.  It  would  not  be  neoHBary  to  read 
tbem  again.  He  ahonld  content  liimaalf  with 
bestowing  upon  tbem  a  few  passing  remarks 
when  he  should  come  to  the  cases  which  theiy 
presented.  Some  topics  which  had,  he  could 
not  but  presnme,  bera  introdaced  for  effect,  it 
wonld  be  neeesaary  fbr  him  to  notioe.  lo  doing 
so,  he  begged  to  be  understood  oa  treating  tbe 
honorable  managers  with  every  possible  .re- 
spect. He  knew  the  amiable,  upright,  and 
enlightened  qualities  which  adomed  them. 
Whatever  they  had  deemed  of  importance,  he 
oonld  not  be  so  preramptoDOS  at  to  paw  by  nn- 
regarded.  It  had  been  atated  that  tbe  House 
of  Representativea,  by  a  large  minority,  in 
which  party  bad  no  sbar&  had  voted  this  im- 
peoohmrat.  What  was  the  ol^jeet  of  tins  re- 
mark) Why  was  it  introdnoed  here  ?  Could  it 
enter  into  the  oonmderation  of  this  honorable 
court,  whether  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  been  hasty  or  not ;  whether  party  had  in- 
fluenoed  them  in  the  vote  which  they  gave  for 
this  impeachment?  Woold  it  be  deoorons  in 
the  respondent,  or  in  those  who  wwe  connect- 
ed witn  him,  to  impeach  their  proceedinsst 
He  knew  too  well  his  duty  to  that  hoDorable 
Eonse,  to  this  honorable  court,  and  to  hia  hum- 
ble self,  to  step  so  far  ont  of  his  way  as  to  ques- 
tion the  motives  for  this  impeachment.  The 
Honse  of  Representoti'ves  were  the  grand  in- 
quest of  the  nation.  Their  article  of  mipeach- 
meut  against  Jndge  Feck  was  the  finding  of  the 
grand  jury.  Would  it  tie  proper,  in  a  case  be- 
fore a  petit  jury,  for  counsel  to  appeal  to  the 
nroceedingB  of  t^e  frnmd  Jmy ;  to  say  that  they 
nad,  by  alaige  majority  uninfluenced  by  par^ 
spirit,  found  a  bill  of  indictment  t  Would  not 
the  court,  in  that  case,  stop  counsel,  and  say  to 
him,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  grand 
jury,  or  its  motives ;  we  are  to  try  this  cose 
upon  its  merits,  without  reference  to  what  pass- 
ed in  the  grand  jury  on  the  subject  I  The  find- 
ing of  the  grand  inquest  is  nmply  tbe  accusa- 
tion. The  honorable  House  had  not  come  here 
to  sacrifice  a  victim  whom  they  had  fore- 
doomed to  destruction.  They  bad  done  noth- 
ing more  than  to  declare  that  the  offence  with 
which  the  respondent  bad  been  charged,  was 
worthy  of  a  trial.  Tbe  respondent  was  not 
there,  before  the  honorable  House,  upon  his 
trial.  They  had  sent  him  here  to  he  tried. 
What  was  tiie  fundamental  feature  of  a  trial  of 
that  sort?  It  waa,  that  the  accused  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  innocent  until  he  had  been  fonnd 
gnilty.  Bat,if  the  remark  of  which  he  was  now 
oomplaining  were  to  have  weight,  that  prind- 
ple  wonld  be  reversed.  The  ooonaed  was  to  be 
presumed  to  be  guilty  until  proved  to  be  inno- 
cent. He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  tbe  m^w- 
ity,  or  the  motive  by  whidi  thia  impeachment 
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lutd  1>««n  tastitnted  b^  t^e  honor&ble  Eohk. 
He  oonndered  nioh  TemarkB  improper.  The 
nspondent  stood  here  nnknown,  almost  alone, 
ft  Btraoger  fr<»n  the  veatem  wilda^  to  breast 
Um  stomt  of  HiiB  impeaahment.  He  trruted  to 
this  honorable  court  for  a  fair  trial,  and  relied 
moa  the  oorreotnesi,  sod  ionoeenoe,  and  parity, 
<»  his  own  oontlnct,  for  an  honorable  scqnittal. 
He  would  be  tried  by  the  mmple,  naked  &ots 
and  {ninolplea  of  the  case,  and  not  hj  the  dra- 
matic exhibition  of  hncied-analo^es  which  thej 
had  witnessed.  Was  tbe.re.'^nde&t  to  be  in- 
TolTftd  In  the  tnrpitade  of  all  the  wicked  Jndges 
offiigland;  in  the  ^ilt  of  the  lULHparing  Jef- 
frej^  the  tamnltnons  8cn^^  ssd  the  tyrant 
Bromley  t  He  trusted  not ;  he  h<q)ed  that  he 
would  be  tried  upon  bia  own  merits  alone.  He 
admonished  the  honorable  managerB,  that  some- 
thinK  waa  continnallr  occnrring  to  remind  ns 
of  the  ioflrmity  of  fannian  reason  contending 
Bsainst  hnman  pnjjndice.  This  must  1«aca 
(£arit7  to  all.  He  apprehended  the  existence 
of  some  extraordinary  prejndice  which  had  in- 
flaeneed  and  inflamed  the  spirit  of  this  prosecu- 
tion. He,  too,  might  be  the  Tiotim  of  prejn- 
dioe;  of  that  friendship  which  a  close  intimacy 
had  produced  with  the  respondent.  He  admit- 
ted an  equality  of  infirmity  with  the  honorable 
managen.  This  honorable  court  wonld  decide 
between  them.  To  what  other  cause  than  pr^- 
ndice  conld  he  impnte  the  language  in  woioh 
the  respondent  had  been  held  np  as  a  jodioiat 
tyniiit,  a  petty  provincial  jndge,  a  monster 
walking  over  the  fallen  bodies  of  the  constitn- 
tion  and  laws  of  his  eonntrr  T  This  picture  of 
wickedness  and  horror  had  been  sent  as  far  as 
tlie  press  conld  range ;  as  far  as  the  wings>of 

Sains  and  eloquence  conld  send  it.  Uany  a 
her  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  conntiy  had 
read  this  account  with  feelings  of  abhorrence. 
mth  the  paper  in  bis  hand,  he  had  probably 
•aid  to  his  son — see,  what  a  monster  is  now 
liefore  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  I  If 
jronr  country  should  ever  elerate  yon  to  public 
station,  never  become  such  a  monster  as  this 
Peek.  He  may  no  doubt  hare  had  reqiectable 
MventH ;  he  may  once  have  been  respectable 
Iiimself ;  but  see  what  a  monster  of  crime,  of 
Aaaia,  and  of  iffnoodny,  he  has  now  become  1 
Bow  long  wonltlit  not  be  before  this  cmel  er- 
ror could  be  corrected ;  before  it  wonld  be  seen, 
upon  the  testimony  of  the  most  respectable  geo- 
tUmen,  that  this  monsCwr  was  one  of  the  most 
mild,  patient,  kind  and  conrteons  of  hnman 
beings :  so  amiable,  that  in  the  language  of  one 
of  the  witnesses,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  knew 
him.  He  could  not  help  ascribing  the  terrible 
pietare  which  had  been  drawn  of  the  respon- 
aeat,  to  some  unaccountable  prejudice.  He 
adverted  to  other  topics,  of  which  the  honora' 
Ue  nuuugera  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  a 
diacolored  and  distorted  view. 

The  re^wndent  bad  been  represented  as  an 
enmny  to  the  freedom  of  the  press;  a  principle 
■aered  to  all.  He  waa  represented  to  bare 
•coIlM  at  it     This  Jndimal 


scribed  as  having  walked  over  the  prostrate  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  and  as  having  attempted  to 
sneer  and  snarl  it  out  of  existence.  Where  had 
he  send  this  of  it?  Where  bad  he  ottered  one 
sentiment  of  dbrespect  towards  the  liberty  of 
the  press?  Not  here,  certainly.  But  he  had 
done  so  in  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  which  had  been  introduced  as 
evidence  here,  for  the  pnrpcae  of  establishing 
this  charge  against  the  respondent.  Look  at 
that  defence,  and  see  whether  he  has  treated  the 
liberty  of  the  press  with  contempt.  "It  issaid, 
that  in  punishmg  this  poUioation  as  a  contempt, 
the  judge  has  invaded  the  liberty  of  thepreea." 
What  is  the  liberty  of  the  press )  And  in  what 
does  it  con^stf  Does  it  consist  in  a  right  to 
vilify  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  to  bring 
them  into  contempt,  by  gross  and  wanton  mis- 
representstiona  of  their  proceedings!  Does  it 
consist  in  a  right  to  obstruct  and  corrupt  the 
streams  of  justice,  by  poisoning  the  public  mind 
with  regard  to  oansea  in  thwe  tribunals,  before 
they  are  heard!  Is  this  a  correct  idea  of  tha 
liberty  of  the  preea )  If  ao,  the  defhmM'  has  a 
charter  as  free  as  the  winds,  provided  he  resort 
to  the  press  for  the  propagation  of  his  slander ; 
and,  under  the  prostitoted  sanction  of  the  liber- 
ty of  the  press,  hoary  age  and  virgin  innocence 
lie  at  his  mercy.  This  is  not  the  idea  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press  which  preVails  in  courts  of 
justice,  or  wluob  exists  in  any  sober  or  well- 
regulated  mind.  The  liberty  of  the  press  is 
among  the  greatest  of  blessings,  civil  and  politi- 
cal, so  long  as  it  is  directed  to  it^  properobject, 
that  of  disseminating  correct  and  useful  infor- 
mation among  tb^e  people.  But  this  greatest  of 
blessings  may  become  the  greatest  of  curses,  if 
It  shall  be  permitted  to  burst  its  proper  barriers. 
The  river  IQssisrippi  is  a  blessing  to  the  coun- 
try through  which  it  flows,  so  long  as  it  keeps 
within  its  banks ;  bat  it  becomes  a  scourge  and 
a  destroyer  when  it  breaks  them.  The  liber- 
ty of  the  press  has  always  been  the  favorite 
watchword  of  those  who  live  by  its  lioentious- 
ness.  It  has  been,  from  time  immemorial,  is 
still,  and  ever  will  be,  thepei^etual  dteantatum 
on  the  lips  of  all  libellers.  Oswald  attempted 
to  screen  himself  under  its  sagis,  in  the  case 
which  has  been  cited  from  the  1st  Dallas.  But 
the  attempt  was  in  vain.  The  court  taught 
him  the  difference  between  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  the  licentionsneas  of  the  press ;  and, 
m  his  farther  attempt  to  ruse  an  impeachment 

Sainat  the  judges  for  liiat  sentence,  the  Eodbc 
Delegates  confirmed  the  whdesome  lesson. 
If,  indeed,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  a  pano- 
ply broad  enough  to  cover  every  thing  done  in 
its  name,  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  publication 
could  ever  have  bees  punished  as  a  contempt 
of  court.  In  all  the  reported  cases,  in  which 
those  publishers  have  been  called  to  answer  for 
a  contempt,  wherever  the  defence  has  appeared 
in  the  report,  it  is  the  liberty  of  the  press  which 
is  the  perpetual  theme.  It  is  uniformly  claimed 
to  be  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  question  the 
acts  of  all  public  men,  and  the  changes  arc  con- 
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tiniudly  rang  on  that  great  paUadiam  of  haman 
rights  sad  buman  happiuega— the  libertj  of  the 
press ;  aa  if  teaman  righu  and  Lnman  happinega 
could  be  promoted  bj  the  proatration  and  de- 
atrnotion  of  coorta  of  Joatice,  or  by  poiaoning 
their  etreama  in  the  fonnttdn  head.  It  ia  un- 
necessary to  pursue  this  milfject.  The  Judge 
has  never  pretended  that  his  opiaiona  are  not 
to  be  qaeetioned.  He  insists,  however,  that 
thej  are  to  l>e  questioned  only  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  One  mode  of  qneationing 
them,  nnder  these  laws,  is  by  appeal  to  a  sope- 
rioT  conrt ;  and,  after  the  aubject-matter  shall 
have  been  finely  decided,  another  mode  of 
questioning  them  ia,  by  respectful  discussion, 
either  in  the  pnblic  prints  or  elsewhere.  In 
the  present  case,  tbe  first  mode  of  qnestionioK 
the  opinion,  that  by  appeal,  had  been  reaortea 
b).  For  the  second  mode,  that  of  respectful 
diacnssioD,  tbe  eoae  was  not  ready,  beoanae  the 
Bu^eet-matter  had  not  been  disposed  of  finally ; 
and  even  if  it  had  been,  it  has  been  shown  that 
there  was  no  semblance  of  investigation  in  this 
article;  no  pretence  of  discassion  of  any  kind. 
It  wna  sheer  misrepresentation ;  and  it  does  not 
follow,  that,  because  an  opinion  of  a  court  may 
be  respectfully  disonssed,  it  may,  therefore,  be 
misrepresented ;  mnch  less,  that  it  may  be  so 
misrepresented  as  not  only  to  impair  the  confi- 
dence of  the  poblto  in  the  dignity,  intelligence, 
and  purity  ot  the  tribunal,  but  to  render  both 
the  judge  and  the  court  olyects  of  nniveraal 
contempt,  scorn,  and  ridicule ;  and  least  of  all, 
that,  in  doing  this,  a  strong  prejudice  shall  also 
be  infused  into  tbe  public  mmd  with  regard  to 


the  press!  Waa  there  here  any  snarl  at 
lilMrty  of  the  press?  Was  the  declaration,  that 
it  was  the  greatest  of  human  blessing  confined 
to  the  dissemination  of  truth  and  tntelligence 
among  the  people^  an  attempt  to  bring  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press  into  contempt?  Was  not  the 
doctrine  here  laid  down  by  the  Judge  the  sound 
doctrine  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  press? 
And  would  it  not  meet  the  approbation  of  all, 
except  the  libeller!  To  be  useful,  the  liberty 
of  the  press  must  be  restrained.  The  principle 
of  restraint  waa  impressed  npon  every  part  of 
creation.  By  restraint  the  planets  were  kept 
in  their  orbits.  The  earth  performed  its  regu- 
lar evolutions  by  the  restrsint  of  the  oentriliigaJ 
force  operating  upon  it.  The  vine  would  shoot 
into  rank  luiariance,  if  not  nnder  the  restr^t 
of  the  laws  of  nature,  by  which  every  thing 
waa  preaerfed  within  its  proper  bounds.  Waa 
not  every  thing  on  earth  impressed  with  this 
principle!  and  was  not  the  liberty  of  the  preas 
to  be  restrained  to  the  performance  of  its  nght- 
fol  functions  of  propagating  truth  for  just  ends  ? 
It  was  not  always  those  who  were  loudest  in 
their  clamors  for  the  liberty  of  the  nress^  who 
were  its  best  Mends.  There  be  tnose  who, 
when  they  hear  those  bursts  of  genius  and  elo- 
anence  npon  tbe  ]il)erty  of  the  press,  conld  aay, 
like  poor  Oordeli&— 


"  Unhappy  that  I  am,  I  cannot  heave 
Hj  heart  into  ray  mouth  ;  I  love  your  H^esty 
According  lo  my  bond ;  nor  more,  nor  less." 
He  thought  there  had  been  no  occasion  for 
tbe  remark  which  had  been  made  on  this  gnb- 
Ject.  Judge  Feck  loved  the  lilwrty  of  the  press 
with  as  mnch  purity  as  those  who  had  been  so 
loud  in  its  praises.  If  he  had,  in  the  com- 
meuoement  of  this  trial,  been  sut^ected  to  a 
commentary  so  severfe  what  might  not  be  ex- 
pected in  its  sequel!  Ithad  l>een charged  upon 
the  respondent,  that  he  had  dared  to  attempt  to 
buy  off  this  impeachment  by  an  intimation  thul 
he  was  entitled  to  consideration  and  exemption, 
because  he  had  decided  the  case  of  Soolard  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  Ithad  been  alleged 
that  he  had  tried  to  buy  off  the  House  of  Sep- 
resentatives  by  dirty  acres.  If  he  had  done 
so,  he  was  a  vile  and  degraded  man,  and  he 
would  add,  one  of  the  most  consummate  fools 
that  ever  sat  npon  the  bench.  But  where  bad 
he  said  this!  At  the  close  of  his  defence,  he 
(Judge  Peck)  observed,  "that,  in  this  proceed- 
ing, he  was  actuated  by  a  sense  of  official  duty. 
He  considered  it  his  duty  to  sustain  the  dignity 
and  authority  of  the  court  over  which  he  had 
been  appointed  to  preside :  he  considered  it  due 
to  the  Government  which  he  represented ;  due 
to  the  tribunal,  and  due  to  the  suitors  wboae 
rights  were   committed   to   its  protection,   to 

Sunish  this  contempt  as  he  did  punish  it.  He 
id  consider  himself,  and  does  still  consider 
himself  as  sustained  at  every  step,  by  the 
highest  authority.  He  believed  it,  oonsden- 
tiousiy,  to  be  his  solemn  and  imperious  duty  to 
make  ue  example  which  he  did  make,  more 
especially  in  relation  to  the  country  in  which 
he  holds  his  courts,  andthenatoreof  the  claims 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  adjadicate,  and 
which  had  produced  this  agitation.  I^  in  so 
doing,  he  has  erred,  he  has  erred  in  company 
with  judicial  characters  with  whom  anyjndgo 
may  be  proud  to  associate ;  and  he  has  yet  to 
leam  that  snch  an  error  would  be  a  high  mta- 
demeanor  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitutiou  of  the 
United  Statea.  Judge  Peck  is  perfectly  aware 
of  the  purposes  to  be  answered  ny  his  removal, 
and  is,  therefore,  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  it  has  been  songht  for  the 
last  four  years.  Whether  these  purpwea  are 
anch  as  the  interests  of  the  Unit^  States  call 
upon  them  to  count«uanoe,  by  ordering  further 
proceedings  in  this  case,  is  a  question  for 
others,  not  for  Jodge  Peck.  Confident  he  is, 
that,  if  he  had  been  made  of  more  pliant  mate- 
riala,  and  conld  have  reoonciled  it  to  himself  to 
consult  his  repose,  rather  than  his  sense  of  dn^,  . 
the  House  would  not  have  been  tronbled  with 
this  inquiry."  Was  this,  sir,  a  proposition  to 
buy  off  impeachment!  Was  this  the  langoage 
of  a  man  oronching  underthe  charge  which  had 
lieen  alleged  against  him !  There  was  no  at- 
tempt, here,  to  screen  himself  by  a  bribe ;  by 
an  appeal  to  the  interests  of  the  honorable 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  the  langoaga 
of  a  man  inoignantly  aaeerting  lus  innocence, 


Jamdabt,  1831.] 

and  taming  upon  his  accu 
tempt  to  bay  off  pDmshmeot.  Let  candid  and 
bonorable  men  read  and  decide  for  themselves. 
ThoM  niaa  «nni;her  clrcQinstanoe  which  he  felt 
ipon  to  notice  with  onspeakable 
a  heard  of  it  with  pun,  while 

bed.    The  reapondent,  held  up, 
,  before  thaae  crowded  gallei' 
jled mnltitade, aa  ajndicialn 
provincial  tyrant;  tbos  carica- 

and  crucified,  before  this  nation, 
crated  feelings,  having  occaaion 
tint  of  evidence,  he  had  betrajed 
.th  his  trembliBg  hand;  a  tear 
im  his  eye.  Was  it  wondorfol 
dent,  itmocent  and  simple-heart- 
iritb  his  repatation  at  hazard; 
tarent,  whose  gray  hairs  he  did 
d  down  to  tiie  grave  with  sor- 
re  thus  betrayed  his  feelings  on 

Yet,  an  honorable  manager  fMr, 
1  represented  him  as  bedding 
rocodile  tears,  before  this  assem- 
tion.  Did  the  honorablB  man- 
the  prosecution  of  Sir  Walter 
Edward  Ooke?  Did  he  remem- 
in  which  that  prosecution  bad 
1!  Did  he  recollect  that  Sir 
lad  stigmatized  that  gallant  sol- 

of  heQ?  Let  me  ask  the  hoa- 
which  character  he  would  rather 
irity— that  of  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh 
Coke!  Be  had  the  pleasure  of 
naintanoe  with  the  honorable 
rell  knew  that  nnkindness  and 
I  far  removed  from  his  heart. 
t  some  nnacconntable  prejudice 
iced  these  remarks!  They  had 
rid.  It  wonld  be  &  long  time 
.  wonld  go  before  the  world,  to 
iressioua  which  the  repreeeuta- 
able  managers  had  made.  Be 
been  anzions  to  show  that  the 

not  the  jndicial  monster  that 
.  with  being;  that  he  had  not 
«rty  of  the  press ;  that  he  had 
)  bay  off'  this  impeachment ;  that 
e,  patient,  and  forbearing,  both 
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a  judge,  and  that  the  epitheta 
baa  been  the  effect  of  prejudice, 
perverted  imaginations,  having 

'as  proceeding  to  consider  the 
se;  when  at  the  snggestionof 
be  court  adjoomed. 


isihiT,  Jannary  84. 

mag  again  resolved  itself  into 

Mohmoit, 

B  Bud,  that  in  consequence  of  a 

ffiBT  yesterdftj,  he  felt  himself 

lay,  in  snbstance,  that  the  pnb- 

remarka,  In  opening  the  case 


HgiuDst  Jndffe  Peck,  had  been  made  wtthont  his 
authority ;  that  the  report  of  these  remarks  mnq| 
have  appeared  evidently  imperfect,  though 
probably  as  perfect  as,  nnder  the  circnmstances, 
it  oonld  have  been ;  and  that,  if  he  had  been 
consulted,  he  should  have  advised  agunst  the 
publication. 

Mr.  WiBT  acceded  to  the  correctness  of  these 
suggestions,  and  appeared  to  do  so  the  more 
readily  from  the  fact  that  he  had  seen  his  own 
remarks,  made  on  Saturday,  publiahed  tbLi 
morning,  without  his  having  been  consulted  on 
the  subject.  He  added,  that  he  was  sure  that 
nothing  bad  been  said  by  the  bonorable  man- 
ager in  his  opening  speech,  of  the  troth  of  which 
he  had  not  been  entirely  n  '  "  * 


TtrwDAT,  January  25. 

Trial  nf  Jvdge  Peek. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Eigb 

Oourt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WiBT  occupied  four  hours  in  concluding 
his  speech  for  the  respondent.  Wit,  sarca-sm, 
searching  argument,  and  Impressive  eloquence, 
ponred  forth  in  streams,  riveted  the  attention 
and  elicited  the  admiration  of  a  crowded  Senate- 
room  and  crowded  galleries  during  that  long 
Sace  of  time.  Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of 
e  respondent,  said  the  grac^nl  orator,  in  sub- 
dued and  almost  exh&nsted  tones;  whether 
convicted  or  acquitted,  he  sboidd  always  bo 
proud  to  take  him  by  the  hand  aa  that  noblest 
of  God's  works,  ah  honest  man,  and  to  call 

The  court  and  Senate  then  adjourned. 

WBDNBeDAY,  Jaanary  2S. 
Trial  of  Judgt  Peek. 

Hr.  8tobb8  addressed  the  Court  in  support  of 
the  impeachment.  Be  maintained  the  position, 
that  no  free  citizen  could  be  punished  by  the 
summary  process  of  attachment  for  a  libel  or 
contempt  against  uiy  court  in  a  cause  not  pend- 
ing in  Uiat  court ;  that  Bucb  a  power  had  never 
been  exercised,  even  by  the  courts  of  England; 
that  the  charge  against  Judge  Feck  was  no' 
so  roach  for  suspending  Ur.  Lawless,  as  an  at 
tomey,  froro  practice  ia  his  court,  but  for  im 
prisonine  him,  and  depriving  him  of  his  Uberti 
as  a  citizen,  withont  indictment  and  trial  b< 
jury;  that  libels  or  conteinptB,  for  causes  n 
pending  in  court,  were  misderoeanors,  which 
conld  <n)ly  be  punished  by  indictment  and  trial, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Feck  tended  to 
break  down  all  the  securities  and  guuxls  which 
the  law  had  rdsed  for  the  protection  of  the 
liberties  of  the  Anterican  people. 

B^ore  he  concluded,  the  oourt  adjonmed. 

ToiTKSDAT,  January  S7. 

Hr.  Oi.AYTOit,  team  the  committee  appointed 

to  investigate  the  present  condition  of  the  Post 
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Offioe  Department,  offered  the  fidlowiog  resoln- 
I^Q,  observing  that  the  oommittee  were  onani- 
moiiBl;  of  the  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  prose- 
ODte  that  iDvesttgatioQ  with  effect,  it  was  oe- 
oasteij  that  the^  ehonld  be  empowered  to  send 
for  persons  and  papen : 

Saolved,  That  the  Select  Committee  appoinled  to 
eiunine  and  report  the  prcseat  coaditioa  of  the 
Post  OBce  Department  have  power  to  lend  for  per- 
soaB  and  p«pera. 

Mr.  Ci^TTOK  moved  the  seooiid  reading  and 
adoption  of  llie  resolntion  at  this  time ;  but  this 
motion  requiring  the  onanimoas  assent  of  the 
Senate  for  its  passage,  and  Ur.  Bbntoh  object- 
ing to  it,  tbe  resolntitHi  lies  on  the  table  one 

Ur.  lirmoBTOS  eabmitted  tbe  following  reso- 
lntion : 

JRndftd,  That  the  Committee  od  finance  be  in- 
structed to  inqnira  into  the  eipe^enc}'  of  roaking 
farther  providoa  fbr  the  enppwt  of  ACrJcuis  cap- 
tured b;  vessels  of  the  nnlted  States,  and  brought 
bto  the  United  States. 

Trial  of  JvOga  PeeL 

Tlie  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

]£r,  Storbs  oondnded  his  argument  in  snpport 
of  the  impeacluneat.  Ite  seqnel  was  peculiarly 
impressive  and  eloquent.  One  eentunent  nt- 
tered  hj  the  honorable  manager  is  especdallj 
worth;  of  record.  He  s^d  the  beet  snpport 
of  the  Jadioiarj  was  tobefonnd  in  the  affections 
of  the  people.  The  people  woold  be  tme  to 
thejudioiar;  as  long  as  the;  were  tme  to  them- 
selves. Tlie  Jndicuuy  would  find  protection 
with  the  people,  and  in  their  legislative  halls, 
nntil  the;  sbonld  become  so  debased  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  protection.  It  was  not  by  the 
nsnipation  of  an  unlawfol  and  tyrannical  power, 
DOT  by  the  eieroise  of  an  nnlswM  JorisdictlDn, 
that  fliey  conld  expect  their  independenco  to 
l>e  reapect«d  or  preserved ;  and  he  seemed  to 
press  this  point  so  far  as  to  think  that  the 
character,  utility,  and  fate  of  tiie  judicial  branch 
of  the  Qovermneiit  depended  upon  the  decimon 
of  this  case. 

The  court  and  Senate  a^jonmed. 

Fbidat,  January  28. 
T^e  resolntioDB  submitted  yesterday  by  Ifr. 
Olattor,  aod  Ur.  J^viHasioB,  were  severally 
taken  iqt  and  adopted. 

Trial  nf  Juigt  Teek, 

The  Senate  ag^n  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Bjgh 
Court  of  ImpeachmenL 

Ur.  WiBT,  with  permission,  explained  a  re- 
mark which  he  was  understood  to  have  made 
towards  the  oonclusbn  of  bis  argument  in  taxor 
at  the  respondent. 

Ur.  BuoHAN&s  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
court  in  an  able  argument  in  rapport  of  the 
impeachment.    He  declared,  that  tlie  osorpa- 
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tion  of  BO  sntbority  not  legally  possessed  by  a 
Jpdge^  for  the  manifest  abuse  of  a  power  really 
given,  was  a  misbehavioi'  in  die  sense  of  tha 
constitntion,  fbr  which  he  should  be  diiuiiisBuil- 
from  office.  He  contended,  that  the  condnct  of 
Judge  Feok,  in  the  case  of  Ur.  Lawless,  wot  in 
express  violation  of  the  constitntion  and  tha 
laws  of  the  land,  thaittlie  circnmstanoes  of  that 
case  were  amply  sufficient  to  show  a  oriminal 
intention  on  his  part  in  the  summary  pnniah- 
ment  of  Ur.  Lawless ;  that,  in  order  to  prove 
the  criminality  of  his  intention,  it  was  not  ne- 
ceasary  to  demonstrate  an  actnoUy  malicioaa 
action,  or  a  lurking  revenge ;  that  the  infliction 
upon  Mr.  Lawless  of  a  sammary  and  cruel  pnn- 
isnment,  for  having  written  an  article  deooroaa 
in  its  language,  was  itaelf  sufficient  to  prove  Uie 
badness  of  the  motive ;  that  the  consequenoea 
of  the  Judge's  actions  were  indicative  of  his  in- 
tentions ;  that  one  courts  hod  no  right  to  pun- 
ish, as  for  contempts,  in  a  summary  mode, 
libels,  even  in  pendmg  causes;  and  that,  if  he 
succeeded,  as  he  believed  he  should,  in  estab- 
lishing these  positiono,  he  should  ixnisider  that 
he  had  a  right  to  demand  the  judgment  of  tha 
court  agdnst  the  respondent.  The  honorable 
manager  continued  to  oddreM  ihe  oonrt  for 
three  hours  and  a  quarter;  and  finding  that  lift 
could  not  oondnde  his  argument  at  this  sitting, 
the  oourt  a4}onmed  till  to-morrow. 

Satubdat,  January  29. 
Trial  ofjvdgt  Peek. 

The  Senate  then  again  reaolved  itself  into  a 
Court  of  Impeachment, 

Ur.  BuoHASAK  concluded  his  etgomaA  in 
support  of  the  impeachment.  He  took  the  fiir- 
ther  poation,  that  the  pnblication  of  Ur.  Iaw- 
less,  under  the  signature  of  "  A  Citizan,"  oonld 
not,  in  a  trial  upm  on  indictment  for  libel,  be 
established  to  be  libellous,  according  to  the  oon-  * 
Btitution  and  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  paper 
was,  on  its  face,  perfectly  harmless  in  itself  ^ 
and  that,  bo  fiir  as  it  went,  it  was  not  an  unfair 
representation  of  the  opinion  of  Judse  Peck. 
The  honorable  manager  critically  ana  legally 
analyzed  the  nine  lost  specifications  in  the  pnl>- 
lioation,  to  establish  these  points.  He  then 
proceeded  to  sum  up  and  descant  upon  the  tes- 
timony prodnced  in  the  case  before  the  Court 
of  Impeachment,  in  order  to  show  the  arbitrary 
and  cruel  condnct  of  Judge  Peck ;  and,  in  a 
peroration,  marked  by  its  s^ent  eloquence,  be 
declared,  that  if  this  man  escaped,  the  declara- 
tion of  a  distinguished  politician  of  this  country, 
that  the  power  of  impeachment  was  but  the 
scarecrow  of  the  constitution,  would  be  fnlly- 
veri£ed ;  that  when  this  trial  commencod.  he 
recoiled  with  horror  from  the  idea  of  limiting, 
and  rendering  precarious  and  dependent,  ths 
tenure  of  the  judicial  office,  but  that  the  acquittal 
of  the  respondent  would  reconcile  him  to  that 
evil,  aa  one  less  than  a  hopeless  and  remedtleaa 
snbmission  to  Judidal  usurpation  and  tyranny, 
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St  least  vo  far  «a  reelected  tha  infisrior  courts. 
God  forbid  that  the  Umitation  abonld  erer  be 
tsteoded  to  tbe  Snpreme  Oonrt  t  Mero;  to  the 
nqiondeDt  would  M  onieltf  to  the  Amerioan 
people^  In  tbe  name,  therefore,  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  irhoae  liberti«e  he  hud 
Ticdated-HD  the  name  of  the  jadidaiy,  whose 
obaraoter  l>e  had  injured  ana  taraisbed — be 
leapectfollr  asked  of^tl^  honorable  court  the 
coDriotion  of  tbe  respondent. 

Tha  atipniiMnt  bdi^oonelnded  on  both  rides, 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  WcaeRB,  tbe  oonrt  then  re- 
nlTed  to  meet  again  at  13  o'clock  aa.  Hondaj 
morning  next,  in  order  to  proceed  further  in 
the  ooDsideration  of  this  impeachment. 

A^Jonmed. 


HoHDAT,  Jannarr  81- 
Trial  ofJndg»  Pack. 

Tbe  Benate  again  rcaolred  itself  into  a  Oonrt 
of  Impeachment;  and 

The  HoQse  of  HepreaentetiTes,  with  their 
managers,  and  the  comuel  fbr  tbe  respondent, 
baring  some  into  eaaxt, 

Mr.  Tazbwkll  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Satilt»d,  That  this  coart  wiD  now  proDonnee  JQdg- 
meat  npon  Junes  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the  Diitrlot 
Ooort  of  tbe  Uidted  Slates  for  tbe  District  of  Ilu- 


Hr.  TAnwKU,  observed,  that  if  there  was 
one  member  of  tbe  court  onprepared  for  i  ' 
tamoa  aa  this  impeadiment  at  tms  tjme,  or 
ferred  any  other  mode  of  prooeeding  to  pro- 
wnmoe  jodgraent,  he  would  obeerfollj  with- 
draw the  reaolntjon. 

Ho  objection  baTiog  been  made,  the  resoln- 
tioa  was  nnanimonslj  adopted. 

Tbe  names  of  tbe  Seoston  were  Oien  called 
over  t^  the  Secretair. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  nnder  the  direc- 
tion of  tiie  VioB  Pbbsidekt,  read  the  article  of 
impeachnMiit  exhibited  bj  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
sentaUves  agsinrt  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the 
District  Conrt  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Hiseoari. 

Tbe  Vm  PsxaiDKirT  rose  and  itii — 

BXS1.TOSS :  Too  hare  heard  tbe  article  of  im- 
peacbment  read :  yon  have  beard  the  evidenoe 
and  the  argDmcDts  for  and  agdnst  tbe  n§paxi- 
dent;  when  jonr  names  are  called,  yon  will 
ri^  from  yonr  seats,  and  distinctly  pronounce 
whether  be  is  guilty  or  not  guilty,  as  charged 
by  tbe  HonsB  of  RepresentatiTes. 

Tbe  VioB  PusiDKHT  then,  in  an  andible 
voice,  pnt  tbe  following  qnestion  to  each  of  tbe 
Senators  in  alpbabeticd  order : 

It,  Senator  ;    What   say  yon 

James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Uissonri, 
gvilty  or  not  gnilty  of  the  high  misdemeanor 
charged  la  the  artide  of  impeachment  exhibited 
■geinst  bim  by  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentotives  t 


Each  Senator  rose  from  Ids  seat,  as  this  qnes- 
tion was  propounded  to  him,  and  uiawered  as 
follows : 

OoiLTT. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Bromi,  Clayton,  Dick- 

ersoD,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane, 

"'-a;,  livingston,  MeKinley,  Foindeileri  Robbing, 

ford,  South  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  South  CanK 

Una.  IVoup,  Tyler,  Woodbury — 31. 

taeiGiTiLTT. — Messrs.  BartoD,  Bell,  Bnraet.Cbue, 
Foot,  Frelinghaysen,  Qnmdy,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Enight,  Maxks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Rnggles, 
Sevmour,  Btlsbee,  Spragne,  Taxewetl,  Webster, 
While,  Willey— 22. 

Mr.  BsNTOH  and  Mr.  Bobihson  were  eicnaed 
from  voting.  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Ohaubbbb,  and 
Mr.  RowAK  were  absent. 

Tbe  Viox  Fbbsidkeit  again  rose,  and  ob- 
served— 

SiHATOBs:  Twenty-one  Senators  having 
voted  that  the  respondent  is  guilty,  and  twen- 
ty-two that  he  is  not  gniity ;  and  two-thirds  of 
tjie  Senate  not  baring  voted  for  his  convic- 
tion, it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Ohur  to  pro- 
nonnce,  that  James  H.  Feck,  the  Judge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  Stotw  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Miasoori,  stands  acquitted  of  the  charge 
exhibited  agtdnst  him  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives. 

The  Yioi  PREsniEST  then  direetod  the  Mar- 
shal to  adjoam  tbe  Court  of  Impeachment; 
—  '  '■  —  accordingly  a^oumod  •ftw  dw. 


"WinKBSDAT,  February  9. 
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Mr.  Bbnton',  in  pnrsuanoe  of  notjce  given 
yesterday,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
foUowiug  resolution : 

Bnolved  by  the  Stnate  mtd  Aww  of  Rtprttenta- 
thttof'lJu  UtutedStata  of  Anurica^m  Cangnu  a»- 
tml>6d.  That  tbe  oharter  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Uniud 
Slates  ought  not  to  be  reneired. 

yb,  Bbntoit  commenced  his  speech  in  sup- 
port of  the  application  for  the  leave  he  was 
abont  to  ask,  with  sjustification  of  himself  for 
bringing  forward  the  qaeetjon  of  renewal  at 
this  time,  when  the  charter  had  aUll  five  yeara 
to  run ;  and  bottomed  his  vindication  chiefly 
on  the  right  he  possessed,  and  the  necesnty  be 
was  under  to  answer  certain  reports  of  one  of 
the  committees  of  the  Senate,  made  in  opposi- 
tion to  certain  reeolations  relative  to  the  bank, 
which  be  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  for- 
mer aessiona,  and  which  reports  he  bad  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  answering.  He  aaid  it 
bad  been  nis  fbrtune,  or  chance,  some  three 
years  aeo,  to  submit  a  resolntion  in  relation  to 
the  undrawn  balances  of  public  money  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  bank,  and  to  accompany  it  with 
some  poor  remarks  of  nnfavorable  implication 
to  tbe  future  existence  of  that  iustitntion.  My 
resolntion  (said  Mr,  B.)  was  referred  to  the 
OKnndttee  on  Finance,  who  made  a  report  de- 
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eidedly  adveree  to  all  mj  views,  and  eminentlj 
fovor&ble  to  th«  bank,  both  as  ft  present  and 
ftature  institatioD.  This  report  came  in  on  the 
13th  of  Ha;,  Jast  foarteen  iaje  before  the  con- 
clusion of  a  BIZ  months'  session^  when  all  was 
hnrrj  and  precipitation  to  terminate  the  bnu- 
ness  on  hand,  and  when  there  was  not  the  least 
chance  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Senate  in 
the  consideration  of  anj  new  anhject.  The  re- 
port was,  therefore^  laid  npon  the  table  nnan- 
awered,  bat  was  pnnted  bj  order  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  in  extra  nnmbera,  and  widel;  difinsed 
over  the  conntrj  by  means  of  tbe  newspaper 
press.  At  the  oommencement  of  the  next  sea- 
aion,  it  being  iiregnlar  to  call  for  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  past  report,  I  was  nnder  the  necee- 
sit7  to  begin  anew,  and  accordingly  submitted 
my  resolation  a  second  time,  and  that  quite 
early  in  the  »esaion;  say  on  the  first  day  of 
January.  It  was  my  wish  and  request  that 
this  resolution  might  be  discnssed  in  the  Sen- 
ate, but  the  sentiment  of  the  m^ority  was  dif- 
ferent, and  a  second  reference  of  it  was  mode  to 
the  Finance  Conunittee.  A  second  report  of 
the  same  purport  with  the  first  was  a  matter  of 
course ;  hat  what  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  was  this :  that  this  second  re- 
port should  not  come  in  until  the  20th  day  of 
February,  jnst  fourteen  days  again  before  the 
end  of  the  session,  for  it  was  then  the  short 
session,  and  the  Senate  as  mnch  pinched  as  be- 
fore for  time  to  finish  the  business  on  hand. 
No  answer  could  be  made  to  it,  hut  the  report 
was  printed,  with  the  former  report  appended 
t«  it ;  and  thns,  united  like  the  Siamese  twins, 
and  with  the  apparent,  hot  not  real  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  they  went  forth  together  to  make 
the  tour  of  the  Union  in  the  columns  of  the 
newspaper  press.  Thns,  I  was  a  second  time 
out  of  court;  a  second  tiitie  non-snited  for 
want  of  a  replication,  when  there  was  no  time 
to  file  one.  I  had  intended  to  begin  de  iwto, 
And  for  the  third  time,  at  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  sesuon ;  but,  happily,  was  anticipated 
and  prevented  by  the  annnal  Message  of  the 
new  President,  (General  Ji.ok80n,)  which 
brought  this  qnestion  of  renewing  the  b«nk 
charter  direcdy  before  Congress.  A  reference 
of  this  part  of  the  Uesaage  was  made,  of  course, 
to  the  Finance  Committee :  the  conmiittee,  of 
course,  again  reported,  and  with  increased  ar- 
dor, in  favor  of  the  bank.  Unhappily  this  third 
report,  which  was  an  amplification  and  reitera- 
tion of  the  two  former,  did  not  come  in  until 
the  session  was  four  months  advanced,  and 
when  the  time  of  the  Senate  had  become  en- 
grossed, and  its  attention  absorbed,  by  the  nu- 
merous and  important  sohjeots  which  had  accn- 
mulated  upon  the  calendar.  Printing  in  extra 
numbers,  ^neral  circulation  through  Uie  news- 
paper press,  and  no  answer,  was  the  catastrophe 
of  this  third  reference  to  the  ^tlnance  Commit- 
tee. Thns  was  I  non-snited  for  the  third  time. 
The  fourth  session  has  now  come  round ;  the 
same  subject  is  again  before  the  same  commit- 
tee on  tba  reference  of  the  part  of  tlie  Pre^ 


dent's  second  annnal  Message  which  relates  to 
the  hank;  and,  doubtless,  a  fourth  report  of  the 
same  import  with  the  three  preceding  ones, 
may  be  expected.  But  when  f  is  the  question. 
And,  as  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  and  the 
session  is  now  two-thirds  advanced,  and  as  I 
have  no  disposition  to  be  cut  off  for  the  fonrth 
time,  I  have  thought  proper  to  create  an  occa- 
sion to  deliver  my  own  sentiments,  by  asking 
leave  to  introduce  a  Joint  resolution,  adverse  to 
the  tenor  of  all  the  reports,  and  ta  give  my 
reasons  agsinst  them,  wtiile  supporting  my  ap- 
plication for  the  leav^  demanded ;  a  course  of 
proceeding  which  is  Jnst  U>  myself,  and  nqjnst 
to  no  one,  sinoe  all  are  at  liberty  to  answer  me. 
liieBe  are  my  personal  reasons  for  this  step, 
and  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the  objection  that  I 
have  begun  too  soon.  The  conduct  of  the  bank, 
and  its  friends,  constitutes  the  second  branch  of 
my  justification.  It  is  certainly  not  "too  soon" 
for  them.  Judging  by  their  conduct,  to  engage 
in  the  qnestion  of  renewing  the  bank  charter. 
In  and  out  of  Congress,  they  all  seem  to  be  of 
one  accord  cm  this  point.  Three  reports  of 
committees  in  the  Senate,  aad  one  &wm  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
been  made  va  favor  of  the  renewal;  and  all 
these  reports,  instead  of  being  iiud  away  for 
future  use — instead  of  being  stuck  in  pigeon 
holes,  and  labelled  for  future  attention,  as  things 
coming  forth  prematurely,  and  not  wanted  f<^ 
present  service — have,  on  the  contrary,  been 
universally  received  by  the  bank  and  its  friends, 
in  one  great  tempest  of  applause ;  greeted  with 
every  species  of  acclamation ;  reprinted  in  most 
of  the  papers,  and  every  effort  made  to  give  the 
widest  difi\ision,  and  ibt  highest  elFect,  to  the 
arguments  they  contain.  In  addition  to  this, 
and  at  the  present  session,  within  a  few  days 
past,  three  thousand  copies  of  tbe  exporitlon  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Bank  have  been  printed  by 
order  of  the  two  Houses,  a  thing  never  before 
don&  and  now  intended  to  blazon  the  merits  of 
the  bank.  [Mr.  SwTn,  of  Maryland,  here  ex- 
pressed some  dissent  to  this  statement ;  but  Ur, 
B.  affirmed  its  correctness  to  substance  if  not  to 
the  letter,  and  continued.]  This  does  not  look 
as  If  the  hank  advocates  thought  it  was  too  aoon 
to  discuss  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter : 
and,  upon  thie  exhibition  of  their  swtimrats,  I 
shall  rest  the  assertion  and  the  proo^  that  tbey 
do  not  think  so.  The  third  branch  of  my  jnsti- 
ficatAm  rests  upon  a  senseof  public  doty;  upon 
a  sense  of  what  is  just  and  advantageom  to  the 

Qle  in  general,  and  to  the  debtors  and  stoek- 
m  of  the  bank  in  particular.    The  renewal 
of  the  charter  is  a  qnestion  which  ci 


_.   of  thiSQueation — if  th(^ 

are  even  to  know  what  is  done  before  it  is 
done.  It  b  high  time  that  (hey  and  their  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  ehonld  imderstand  each 
other's  mind  upon  it.  The  eharter  has  but  five 
years  to  mn ;  and  if  renewed  at  all,  will  proba- 
bly be  at  some  short  [teriod,  say  two  at  three 
year&  before  tbe  time  is  out,  and  at  any  time 
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taj  hand  in  the  deciaon  of  this  great 
To  the  bank  itself,  it  mnat  be  adruitageoDS,  at 
least,  if  not  degirftble,  to  know  its  fate  at  onoe, 
that  it  may  avoid  (if  there  is  to  be  no  renewal) 
Utt  tronble  aiid  eipenge  of  moltipl  jing  branches 
npon  the  eve  of  disBoIntion,  and  the  risk  and 
inooDTenieiioe  of  extending  loans  bejood  the 
tenu  of  ila  existence.  To  the  debtors  upon 
mortgages,  and  indefinite  oooommodationB,  it 
must  be  also  advantageous,  if  not  desirable,  to 
be  notified  in  advanoe  of  Ihe  end  of  their  indnl- 
gesees:  so  thai,  to  every  interest,  publio  and 
private,  political  and  peouniary,  general  and 
partionlar,  full  discosNon,  and  seasonable  de- 
oision,  is  JQst  and  proper. 

I  hold  myself  jusUfled,  Ifr.  Fresident,  apon 
the  reastHM  givNi,  for  prooeedicg  in  my  present 
application ;  but,  as  example  is  sometimes  more 
antbiwitative  than  reosoiL  I  will  take  the  lib- 
wty  to  prodnee  one,  whioh  is  as  high  in  point 
of  anthority  aa  it  is  utpropriste  In  point  of  ap- 
plication, and  which  hanpens  to  fit  the  case  be- 
fwe  the  Senate  as  oom^etety  as  if  it  had  been 
Mude  for  it.  I  speak  of  what  has  lately  been 
done  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain.    It  so 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  namely,  in  the  year 
ISSa ;  and  as  for  back  as  1B24,  no  less  than 
aiM  yean  before  its  expiration,  the  question  of 
its  renewal  was  debated,  and  that  wilh  great 
frMdotn,  in  the  British  Eoase  of  Oommons.  I 
will  read  some  extracts  from  that  debate,  as 
the  blreet  way  of  presenting  the  example  to 
tbe  BMiate,  and  the  most  efiectnal  mode  of  se- 
enring  to  myself  tbe  advantage  of  tbe  senti- 
mentg  expressed  hy  British  statesmen. 
[TBI  Rxiaxcn.] 
Bir  Henry  PimelL — " 'Hie  Hoiue  should  do  longer 
daky  to  torn  its  sttenlian  to  the  eipedienoy  of  re- 
nevmg  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Here- 
totitfe  It  hkd  been  the  regular  castom  to  lenew  tlie 
chatter  aiferal  years  before  the  existing  charter 
had  expired.  Tbe  last  reaewal  «u  nude  when  the 
exilUng  charter  had  eleien  yean  to  ran ;  the  pres- 
•Dt  charter  had  nine  years  ontj  to  contiaue,  and  he 
felt  vary  anxious  to  prevent  the  maUng  of  any 
agraement  between  the  Qoreniment  and  iba  bank 
CW  a  renewal,  withont  a  full  examination  ot  the 
poGey  of  agiln  conferrinr  upon  the  bank  of  Kug- 
Msd  any  exoloaive  privilege.  The  praotice  had 
baatt  for  Oovemment  to  make  a  secret  arnuigement 
with  the  bank;  to  sabmit  it  Immediately  to  the 
imvprletor*  of  die  bank  for  their  approbation,  and 
to  eaU  qMD  the  House  tbe  next  day  to  confirm  it, 
whlMNt  alfordiiig  any  opportimii;  of  fair  dellbera' 
tkm.  So  much  information  bad  beeu  obtaioed  up- 
m  the  banking  ttade,  and  upon  the  nature  of  cur- 
tcncy  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  that  it  was  particu- 
lariy  necessary  to  enter  npoa  a  foil  iavettigatlOD  of 
the  poDcy  of  feneving  the  bank  charter  before  any 
aegotiatioa  shoold  be  entered  upon  between  the 
OovenUDCnt  and  the  banki  and  he 
VouZL— 10 


1  he  trusted  the 


Oovenunent  would  not  eommance  any  each  negoti- 
ation nntil  the  sense  of  Parliameot  tud  been  taken 

on  this  important  subject." 

"  Ur.  Hume  said  it  was  of  very  great  importanoe 
that  his  mejesty's  ministers  shanld  take  immediate 
steps  to  free  themselves  from  the  trammeli  in  which 
they  bad  long  beeu  held  by  tbe  bank.  As  the  in- 
terest of  money  was  now  neariy  on  a  level  with 
what  It  was  when  tbe  bank  lent  a  large  sum  to 
Government,  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  not  listea  to  any  aptJIcation  for  a 
renewal  of  tbe  bank  charter,  bnt  would  pay  off  every 
shilling  thst  had  been  boirowed  from  the   lunk. 

•  ••■■•  Let  the  oonntry  gentlemen  rec- 
ollect that  the  bank  was  uow  acting  as  pawn-broker 
on  a  large  scale,  and  lending  money  on  estates,  a 
system  entirely  oontrary  to  the  oiiginal  intention  of 
that  iostitutlOQ.  •■••••■■  He 
hoped,  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  that 
a  regular  inquiry  would  be  made  into  the  whole 

Sc  Edward  ElUce.— "It  (the  Bank  of  England) 
is  a  great  monopolising  body,  enjojinE  privileges 
which  beloDged  to  no  other  corporation,  and  no 
other  class  of  his  m^esty'e  Bubjecta.  •  •  •  ■ 
He  hoped  that  tlie  eicluive  charter  would  never 
again  be  granted ;  and  that  tiie  coadoct  of  tbe  bank 
during  the  Isst  ten  or  twelve  years  would  make 
Government  very  cautious  how  tbey  entertained 
any  such  prapomtioos.  Tbe  right  bononble  Cl>an- 
cetior  of  the  Eidiequer  [Hr.  Robinson]  liad  pro- 
tested agunst  the  idea  of  straining  any  point  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  bank ;  he  thought,  however,  that 
Uie  baidc  had  very  little  to  complun  of,  when  their 
stock,  afler  ail  their  past  profita,  was  at  238." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  "  deprecated 
tbe  discussion,  aa  leading  to  no  practical  result." 

Mr.  Alexander  Baring  "  objected  to  it  as  prema- 
ture and  unnecessary," 

Sir  WlQiam  Pulteney  ^n  another  debate.)—"  The 
pr^ndicea  in  bvor  of  the  present  bank  have  pro- 
ceeded from  tbe  long  habit  of  consideriog  it  aa  a 
Bort  of  piltar  which  nothing  can  shake.  •  •  • 
nie  bank  has  been  supported,  and  ia  still  snpported, 
by  the  fear  and  (error  of  which,  by  means  of  ita 
monopoly,  It  has  had  the  power  to  inspire.  It  is 
well  luiown,  that  there  is  hardly  an  extemnve  trader, 
a  mtuidacturer,  or  a  banker,  either  in  London,  or 
at  a  distance  from  it,  to  whom  the  bank  could  not 
do  a  lerions  injury,  and  could  often  bring  on  even 
Insolvency.  •■••"•  i  coodder  the 
power  fi^ven  by  the  monopoly  to  be  of  the  nature 
of  all  other  despotic  power,  which  corrupts  the 
despot  as  much  as  it  corrupts  the  slave.  •  •  • 
■>  *  *  It  is  in  the  natore  of  man,  that  |t  monop- 
oly must  necessarily  be  ill-oonducted.    ■    •    ■    • 

•  ■    Whateier  language  the  f  private]  bankers 
may  foel  themsetvea  obliged  to  hc)d,  yet  no  one  can 
believe  that  they  have  any  satisfoction  in  being, 
and  contiQuiDg,  under  a  docninion  which  has  prov^ 
so  grievous  and  so  disastrous.    •••••• 

I  can  never  believe  that  tbe  merchants  and  banbers 
of  this  coontn  wilt  prove  unwilling  to  emandpate 
themselves,  if  they  can  do  it  without  risking  the  re- 
■entmeut  of  the  tiank.  "So  man  in  France  was 
beard  to  complain,  openly,  of  the  bastile  while  It 
existed.  The  merchints  and  hankers  of  this  eoun< 
try  have  the  blood  of  Eoglisbraen,  and  will  bg  happy 
to  relieve  theiaeelves  fVom  *  sitnation  of  perpetual 
terror,  if  tbey  could  do  it  oonawteatly  with  a  doa 
regard  to  their  own  inlcMft.'' 
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Here  is  authoritj  added  to  reason — the  force 
of  a  great  eianiple  added  to  tbe  weight  of  oa- 
onawerable  reaaouB,  in  favor  of  early  discus- 
sion i  BO  that  I  trust,  I  have  eSectnollj  pat 
aside  that  old  and  convenient  ottjectlon  to  the 
"  tjme ; "  that  most  flexible  and  BccommodatlDg 
objection,  which  applies  to  all  seasons,  and  aU 
nibjects,  and  isjost  asav^al^lefor  cutting  off  a 
late  debate,  because  it  is  too  late,  as  it  is  '" 
stifling  an  early  one,  because  it  is  too  early. 


because  T  look  upon  the  bank  as  an  institution 
too  great  and  powerftil  to  be  tolerated  in  a 
Government  of  free  and  equal  laws.  Its  power 
is  that  of  a  pnrse ;  a  power  more  potent  than 
that  of  the  sword ;  and  this  power  it  poaseeees 
to  a  degree  and  extent  that  will  enable  the 
bulk  to  draw  to  itself  toe  much  of  the  political 

SDwer  of  this  Union ;  and  too  much  of  the  in- 
Ividud  propertyof  the  citizens  of  these  Btates. 
The  mone;  power  of  the  bank  is  both  direct 
and  indirect. 

[The  VtOK  Pbbsideiit  here  intimated  to 
Mr.  B.  that  he  was  out  of  order,  and  had 
not  a  right  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  bank 
upon  the  motion  which  he  had  made,  Mr,  B. 
begged  pardon  of  the  Vice  President,  and  re- 
spectfully insisted  that  he  was  in  order,  and 
had  a  right  to  proceed.  He  said  be  was  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  parUamentary  rule  of  asking 
leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolotion,  and,  in 
doing  which,  be  hod  a  right. to  state  his  rea- 
sons, which  reasons  constituted  his  speech ; 
that  the  motion  was  debatable,  and  the  whole 
8«aate  might  answer  him.  The  Viob  Pbebi- 
DXHT  then  directed  Mr.  B.  to  proceed.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  The  direct  power  of  the 
bank  is  now  prodig^ons,  and,  in  the  event  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  mnst  speedily  be- 
come boundless  and  nnoontroUable.  The  bank 
is  now  authorized  to  own  effects,  lands  incln- 
rive,  to  the  oraoont  of  fifty-flve  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of  thirty- 
five  millions  more,  TMs  makes  ninety  mil- 
lions ;  and,  in  addition  to  this  vast  sum,  there 
is  an  opening  for  an  unlimited  increase :  or, 
there  is  a  dispensation  in  the  charter  to  issue 
as  many  more  notes  as  Congress,  by  law,  may 
permit.  This  opens  the  door  to  boundless 
emissions;  for  wnat  can  be  more  unbounded 
thou  the  will  and  pleasure  of  successive  Con- 
gresses !  The  iadirect  power  of  the  bank  can- 
not  be  stated  in  figures;  but  it  can  be  shown 
to  be  immense.  In  the  first  place,  it  has  the 
keeping  of  tbe  pnblic  moneys,  now  amounting 
to  twenty-six  millions  per  acnnm,  (the  Post 
Office  Department  included,)  and  the  gratuitous 
use  of  the  undrawn  balances,  large  enough  to 
constitute  in  themselves  the  capital  of  a  great 
State  bonk.  In  the  next  place,  its  promissory 
notes  are  receivable,  by  lew,  in  pnrohose  of  all 
property  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  in 

Sayment  of  all  debts  due  them;  and  this  may 
icrease  its  power  to  the  amount  of  the  annu^ 
revenue,  by  creating  a  demand  for  its  not«s  to 
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that  amount.  In  tlie  third  place,  it  wears  the 
name  of  tbe  United  States,  and  h^  the  Federal 
Government  for  a  partner ;  and  this  name,  and 
this  partnership,  identify  tbe  credit  of  the 
bank  with  the  credit  of  the  Union.  In  the 
fonrth  place,  it  is  armed  with  authority  to  dis- 
parage and  discredit  the  notes  of  other  banks, 
by  eiclndiug  (hem  from  oil  payments  to  the 
United  States ;  and  this,  added  to  all  its  other 
powers,  direct  and  indirect,  makes  this  institu- 
tion the  uncontrollable  monarch  of  the  mon> 
eyed  system  of  the  Union.  To  whom  is  all 
this  power  granted  t  To  a  company  of  private 
individuals,  many  ofKhem  foreigners,  and  the 
mass  of  them  residing  in  a  remote  and  narrow 
comer  of  the  Union,  imconneoted  by  any  syjii.- 

Kthy  with  the  fertile  regions  of  the  Great  Val- 
/,  in  which  the  natural  power  of  this  Union 
— the  power  of  nnmbers — will  be  found  to  re- 
side long  before  the  renewed  term  of  a  second 
charter  would  expire.  By  whom  is  all  this 
power  to  be  exercised?  By  a  directory  of 
seven,  (it  may  be,)  governed  by  a  minority  of 
four,  (it  may  be ;)  and  none  of  Uiese  elected  br 
the  people,  or  responsible  to  them.  Where  is 
it  to  be  exercised  f  At  a  single  city,  distant  t, 
thousand  miles  from  some  of  the  States,  recdv- 
iog  the  produce  of  none  of  them,  (except  one ;) 
no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  any  of  them,  (ex- 
cept one;)  no  commerce  with  the  people;  with 
branches  in  every  State ;  and  every  branch 
subject  to  the  secret  and  absolute  orders  of  the 
supreme  central  head :  thus  constituting  a  sys- 
tem of  centralism,  hostile  to  the  federative  prin- 
ciple of  our  Union,  encroaching  upon  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Btates,  and  organized 
upon  a  principle  to  inve  the  highest  effect  to 
the  greatest  power.  This  mass  of  power,  thus 
concentrated,  thus  runified,  and  tbns  directed, 
must  necessarily  become,  imder  a  prolonged 
existence,  the  absolute  monopolist  of  American, 
money,  the  sole  manufacturer  of  paper  cur- 
rency, and  the  sole  authority  (for  authority  it 
will  be)  to  which  the  Federal  Government,  the 
State  Qovemments,  the  great  cities,  corporate 
bodies,  merchants,  traders,  and  every  private 
citizen,  mnst,  of  necessity,  apply,  for  every  loan 
which  their  exigencies  may  demand.  "  The 
rich  ruleth  th$  poor,  and  tha  borrower  is  the 
servant  of  the  lender."  Such  are  tbe  words  of 
I  Bible 
iry  of  the 

world  is  at  hand  to  give  it.  But  I  will  not  cite 
the  tustory  of  the  world,  but  one  eminent  ex- 
ample only,  and  that  of  a  nature  so  high  and 
commanding,  as  to  include  aU  others ;  and  so 
near  and  recent,  as  to  be  directly  applicable  to 
our  Qwn  situation.  I  speak  of  what  htq>pened  in 
Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1766,  when  the  Bank 
of  England,  by  a  brief  and  unceremonious  letter 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  such  as  a  miser  would  write  to  a 
prodigal  in  a  pinch,  gave  the  proof  of  what  a 
great  moneyed  power  could  do,  and  would  dt^ 
to  promote  its  own  interest,  in  a  crisis  of  na- 
tional alarm  and  difliculty.  I  will  read  the  let- 
ter.   It  is  exoeediogty  short  \  tor,  after  the  oom- 
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plimente  are  omitted,  there  are  bnt  three  lines 
of  it    It  is,  ID  &ct,  about  as  long  as  a  sent 
oT  execution,  leaving  out  the  prayer  of  the 
judge.    It  nma  thus : 

"It  [9  tbe  wish  of  the  Court  of  Directon  that 
the  CbiDcellor  of  the  Eichequcc  would  settle  hii 
imngemeata  of  flmnces  for  tbe  present  ye»x.  In 
nch  rnuDer  *»  not  to  depend  apon  anj  further  »*- 
Alsnce  from  them,  beyond  otwt  U  alrekdj  iigTeed 

Such  were  the  words  of  thU  memorable  note, 
nScieotl;  explicit  and  intelligible ;  but  to  ap- 
preciate it  full;,  we  most  know  what  was  the 
condition  of  Great  Brittun  at  that  time  ?  Bo- 
member  it  was  the  jear  17S6,  and  the  begin' 
ning  of  that  year,  than  which  a  more  porten- 
tous one  never  opened  npon  the  British  empire. 
The  war  with  Uie  French  repabllc  had  been 
raging  for  two  years;  Spain  had  just  declared 
•wtx  against  Great  Britain ;  Ireland  was  burst- 
mg  into  rebellion ;  the  fleet  in  the  Kore  was  in 

XD  mutiny ;  and  a  cry  for  the  reform  of 
Ha,  and  the  rodnction  of  taxes,  resoondod 
throogh  the  land.  It  was  a  season  of  alarm 
ud  constenultion,  and  of  imminent  actual  dan- 
ger [o  Great  Britain ;  and  thia  was  the  moment 
Thich  the  bank  selected  to  notify  the  min 
that  no  more  loans  were  to  be  expected  I  What 
ttas  the  effect  of  this  notification  %  It  was  to 
pvslyie  the  Government,  and  to  snbdue  the 
niiiuster  to  the  purposes  of  the  bank.  From 
(hat  day  forth  Mr.  Pitt  became  the  minister 
of  the  bank ;  and,  before  two  years  were  out, 
he  had  succeeded  in  bringing  all  the  Depart- 
ments of  Government,  King,  lAirds,  and  Com- 
moDs,  and  the  Privy  OonncLl,  to  his  own  slavish 
coudition.  He  stopped  tbe  specie  payments  of 
the  liank,  and  maife  ita  notes  the  lawful  cur- 
KDcy  of  the  land.  In  1V97  he  obt^ned  an 
«der  in  conncil  for  this  purpose ;  in  the  same 
year  in  act  of  Parliament  to  confirm  the  order 
for  a  month,  and  afterwards  a  series  of  acts  to 
contiaue  it  for  twenty  years.  This  was  the 
reign  of  the  bank.  For  twenty  years  it  was  a 
doioiDaat  power  in  England,  and,  during  tlist 
diustrous  period,  tlie  public  debt  was  increased 
iboDt  £100,000,000  sterling,  eqaal  nearly  to 
tvo  thoiuand  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  by 
pnper  loans  &om  a  bank  which,  according  to 
Iti  omt  declarations,  had  not  a  shilling  to  Tend 
It  the  commencement  of  the  period  t  I  omit 
tlie  rest.  I  say  nothing  of  the  general  subju^ 
tion  of  the  country  bants,  the  rise  in  the  price 
ft  Ibod,  the  decliae  in  wages,  the  increase  of 
crimes  and  taxes,  the  multiplication  of  lords 
vA  beggars,  and  the  frightnil  demoralization 
of  society.  I  omit  all  t£is.  I  only  seize  the 
prominent  figure  in  the  picture,  that  of  a  Got- 
'""-snt  arrestod  in  the  midst  of  war  and  dan- 
J  the  veto  of  a  moneyed  corporation ;  and 
permitted  to  go  on  upon  condition  of  as- 
ig  the  odinm  of  stopping  specie  payments, 
lustainlng  the  promissory  notes  of  an  in- 
it  bank,  as  the  lawful  carrency  of  the 
This  ^gle  figure  suffices  to  fix  the  char- 
of  the  times:  for  vheu  the  Government 


becomes  tbe  "  servant  of  the  lender,"  the  peo- 
ple themselves  become  its  slaves.  Cannot  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  re-chartered,  act 
in  the  same  way  t  It  certainly  can,  and  jnst 
as  certainly  will,  when  time  and  opportunity 
shall  serve  and  interest  may  prompt.  It  is  to 
no  purpose  that  gentlemen  may  come  forward,  ■ 
and  vaunt  the  character  of  the  United  Stat«s 
Bank,  and  proclum  it  too  jnst  and  merciful  to 
oppress  the  State.  I  most  be  permittod  to  re- 
pudiate both  the  pledge  and  the  praise.  The 
security  is  insufficient  and  the  encomium  b^ 
lones  to  Constantinople.  There  were  enoi^h 
SQch  in  the  British  Parliament  the  year  before, 
nay,  the  day  before  the  bank  stopped ;  yet 
their  pledges  and  prases  neither  prevented  the 
stoppage,  nor  made  good  the  damage  tiiat  en- 
sued. There  were  gentlemen  in  our  Congress 
to  pledge  themselves  in  1810  for  tbe  then  ex- 
piring bank,  of  which  the  one  now  existing  is  a 
second  and  deteriorated  edition ;  and  if  their 
secnrityehip  hod  been  accepted,  and  the  old 
bank  re-chartered,  we  should  have  seen  this 
Government  greeted  with  a  note,  about  August, 
1814 — abont  the  time  the  British  were  horning 
this  capital — of  the  same  tonor  with  the  one 
received  by  the  younger  Pitt  in  the  year  1765  ; 
for,  it  is  incontestable,  that  that  bank  was 
owned  by  men  who  would  have  glorified  in 
arresting  the  Government,  and  the  war  itsel£ 
for  want  of  money.  Happily,  tho  wisdom  and 
patriotism  of  Jefferson,  under  the  providence  of 
God,  prevented  that  infamy  and  ruin,  by  pro- 
venting  tbe  renewal  of  the  old  bank  charter. 

Secondly.  I  olgect  to  the  continuance  of  this 
bank,  becaose  its  tendencies  are  dangerous  and 
pernicious  to  the  Government  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

What  are  the  tendencies  of  a  great  moneyed 
power,  connected  with  the  Government,  and 
controlling  its  fiscal  operations  ?  Are  they  not 
dangerous  to  every  interest,  publio  and  private 
— political  as  well  as  pecuniary!  I  say  tber 
are ;  and  briefly  enumerate  the  heads  of  each 
mischief. 

1.  Such  a  bank  tends  to  subjugate  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  I  have  already  shown  in  tihe  history 
of  what  happened  to  the  British  minister  in 
tbe  year  179S. 

2.  It  tends  to  oollusions  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  bank  in  the  terms  of  the  loans,  as 
baa  been  fully  experienoed  in  England  in  those 
frauds  upon  the  people,  and  insults  upon  the 
understanding,  called  three  per  cent,  loans,  in 
which  the  Government,  for  abont  £50  borrow- 
ed, became  liable  to  pay  £100. 

3.  It  tends  to  create  pnblic  debt,  by  facilitat- 
ing public  loons  and  substituting  unlimited  snp- 
plies  of  paper,  for  limited  snpplies  of  coin.  The 
British  debt  is  bom  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
That  hank  was  chartered  in  1694,  and  was  nofh- 

the  beginning  than  an  act 
of  Parliament  for  the  incorporation  of  a  com- 


000 ;  and  the  expenses  of  management  £1,000. 

ogle 
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And  this  ia  the  birth  and  oriein,  the  Eerm  ani 
nudena  of  that  dehL  which  is  now  £900,000.- 
000,  (the  anfnnded  itema  included,)  vhich 
beu«  an  interest  of  £SO,000,000,  and  cost 
£260,000  for  anDoid  maoagement. 
.  4.  It  t«nds  to  beget  and  prolong  nnneoessary 
wan,  bj  fnrniahing  tbe  means  of  carrying 
ihem  on  withont  reoorrence  to  the  people. 
England  ia  the  ready  example  for  this  calamity. 
Her  wars  for  the  restoration  of  the  Capet 
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of  England  had  no  intereat  in  these  wars,  which 
cost  them  abont  £600,000,000  of  debt  in  twen- 
ty-five years,  in  addition  to  the  supplies  raised 
■within  the  year.  The  Kings  she  pnt  back  npon 
the  Frenoh  throne  were  not  able  to  sit  on  it. 
Twice  she  pnt  them  on ;  twice  they  tnmbled 
off  in  the  mnd ;  and  all  that  now  remuns  of 
m  much  sacrifice  of  life  and  money  is,  the  debt, 
whioh  is  eternal,  the  taxes,  which  are  intoler- 
able, the  pensiona  and  titles  of  some  warriors, 
and  the  keeping  of  the  Oapet  Bonrbons,  who 
are  retnmed  upon  their  hands. 

6.  It  tenda  to  aggraTate  the  Ineqaality  of 
fortunes ;  to  make  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor 
poorer ;  to  multiply  nabobs  and  panpers ;  and 
to  deepen  and  widen  the  gnlf  which  separates 
Dives  from  XiUzams.  A  great  moneyed  power 
is  favorable  to  great  capitalists ;  for  it  is  the 
principle  of  money  to  favor  money.  It  is  nn- 
favorable  to  small  capitoliata ;  for  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  money  to  eschew  the  needy  and  unfor- 
tunate. It  is  iqjarioQs  to  the  labonng  claaaes ; 
beoBuse  they  receive  no  favors,  and  have  the 
price  of  the  property  they  wish  to  aoqoire 
raised  to  the  paper  manmiuu,  while  wages 
remain  at  the  silver  minimnm. 

6.  It  tends  to  make  and  to  break  fortunes, 
by  the  fiux  and  reflux  of  paper.  Frofnse  iasnes, 
and  sudden  contractions,  perform  this  opera- 
tiouj  which  can  be  repeated,  like  planetary  and 
pestilential  visitations,  in  every  oyde  of  so 
many  years ;  at  every  neriodioal  return,  trans- 
ferring millions  from  uie  actual  poBseasors  of 
property  to  the  Neptnnes  who  preside  over  the 
flux  and  reflux  of  paper.  Tbe  last  operation  of 
this  kind  performed  by  the  Bank  of  England, 
aboat  five  jeara  ago,  was  described  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Baring,  in  the  Hoose  of  Commons, 
In  terms  which  are  entitied  to  the  knowled^ 
and  remembrance  of  American  citizens.  I  will 
read  his  description,  which  is  brief  but  impres- 
idve.  After  describing  the  profhse  issues  of 
1828-'24,  he  punted  the  re-action  in  the  follow- 
ing terms: 

"Th«j,  tberefore,  hH  at  once,  gave*  sadden  jerk 
to  the  horse  onwbose  neck  tbet  had  before  suffered 
the  relos  to  hang  loose.  They  contracted  tbeii  Is- 
sues to  a  considerable  extent  Tbe  change  wu  at 
once  felt  throughaut  the  country.  A  few  days  be- 
fore that,  no  one  knew  what  to  do  with  hil  money  ; 
DOW,  00  one  knew  where  to  gat  it.  •  •  •  ■  • 
The  London  bankers  found  it  necessary  to  follow 
the  tame  course  towards  their  country  correspond- 
ent^ and  these  aguu  towards  their  cuitomers,  and 


each  Individual  towards  his  debter.  The  eenw- 
queuce  was  ohvioua,  in  tbe  Ute  pamc.  Every  one 
dc^TouB  to  obtain  what  was  due  to  bim,  ran  to  hii 
banker,  or  to  any  other  ou  whom  he  bad  a  aliim  \ 
and  even  those  who  had  no  immediate  uae  for  tbdr 
money',  took  It  back,  aod  let  it  lie  unemployed  in 
their  pockets,  thinking  it  unsafe  in  others'  baada. 
Tbe  elfect  of  this  alarm  was,  that  bauses  wMch  were 
weak  weot  iiomediately,  Then  went  second-rate 
booses;  and,  Ustly,  bonses  which  were  aolveat 
went,  because  their  aecuridea  were  DDavallable. 
The  diHy  calls  to  which  each  individual  wu  subject 
put  it  out  of  bis  power  to  assist  hii  neighbor,  liea 
were  known  to  seek  for  assstance,  and  that,  toe^ 
without  finding  it,  who,  on  eiantiuation  of  their  at 
fairs,  were  proved  to  be  worth  200,000  pounds,— 
men,  too,  who  held  themselves  so  secure,  tliit,  if 
asked  six  months  befbre  wbetber  they  could  eon- 
template  such  an  event,  they  would  have  raid  11 
would  be  impossible,  unless  Uie  sky  should  fill,  or 
some  other  event  equally  improtiable  should  occur." 

This  is  what  was  done  in  England  five  yean 
ago ;  it  is  what  may  bo  done  here  in  every 
five  years  to  come,  if  the  bank  charter  is 
renewed.  Bole  dispenser  of  money,  it  cannot 
omit  the  oldest  and  most  obvious  meaos  of 
■.maaiing  wealth  by  the  flnx  and  reflux  of 
paper.  The  game  will  be  in  its  own  hands, 
and  the  only  answer  to  be  given  is  that  to 
which  I  have  allnded :  "  The  Sultan  is  too  just 
and  merciful  to  abase  his  power," 

Thirdly.  I  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  diai* 


I  accoant  of  tbe  exclasive  privileged,  and 
anti-repnblican  monopoly,  whioh  it  gives  to  the 
stockholders.  It  givea,  and  that  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  to  a  company  of  individuals,  the 
ezclodve  legal  privileges : 

1.  To  carry  on  tbe  trade  of  banking  npoo 
the  revenue  and  credit,  and  in  the  name,  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

2.  To  pay  the  Tevennes  of  the  Union  in  their 
own  promissory  notes. 

8.  To  hold  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  in 
deposit,  without  making  compensation  iac  the 
undrawn  balances. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of 
other  banks,  by  exdnding  uiem  from  the  eolleo- 
tion  of  the  federal  revenue. 

6.  To  hold  real  estate^  receive  rents,  and  re- 
tain a  body  of  tenantry, 

B.  To  dealinpBwna,merchaii^Be,and1nllB0f 


7.  To  establish  branches  in  the  States  without 
their  consent 

8.  To  be  exempt  from  liability  on  the  fulnie 
of  the  bank. 

B.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. 

11.  To  be  exempt  from  the  regnlar  adminis- 
tration of  Justice  for  the  violations  of  their 
charter. 

12.  To  have  all  these  ezclnsive  privileges  se- 
cnred  tothom  as  a  monopoly,  in  a  pledge  of  the 
public  faith  not  to  grant  tbe  like  privileges  to 
"^y  other  company. 

These  are  the  privileges,  and  this  the  mo- 
nopoly, of  the  bank.    Now,  let  us  examine  tbenit 
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tnd  ucertaia  their  effect  and  bearing.  Let  na 
ciHit«mplate  the  magnitude  of  the  power  which 
the;  create;  and  aacertAia  the  compatibility' 
ofthia  power  with  the  safetj  of  this  repablicaa 
QoTemment,  and  tJie  righte  and  intereats  of  ita 
free  and  equm  constituents. 

1.  The  name,  the  credit,  and  the  revennea 
of  the  United  8taCe&  are  ^vea  np  to  the  use 
of  thia  company,  and  oonedtate  in  themaelvAB 
u  immense  capital  to  bank  upon. — The  name  of 
the  United  States,  like  tliat  of  the  Sing,  is  a 
fanrer  of  strength  ^  and  this  strong  tower  is 
tfin  an  ontwork  to  defend  the  dtadel  of  a 
monej^ed  corporation.  The  credit  of  the  Union 
\t  mealcnlabie ;  and,  of  this  credit,  as  going 
Tith  the  name,  and  being  in  partnership  witn 
ths  United  States,  the  same  corporation  dov 
lii9  possession.  The  revenues  of  the  Union 
ire  twenty-six  miJliona  of  dollars,  including  the 
Post  Office;  and  all  this  is  BO  much  capital  in  the 
Wdixif  the  bank,  because  the  revenue  is  re- 
edF«d  by  it,  and  is  payable  in  its  promissory 

i.  To  pay  the  revennes  of  tlte  United  States 
in  their  own  notes,  until  Congress,  by  Uw,  ahall 
otherwiM  direct^This  is  a  part  of  the  charter, 
incredible  and  eitraordiuary  as  it  may  appear. 
The  prombsory  notes  of  the  bank  are  to  be 
receired  in  payment  of  every  tiling  the  United 
Stiles  may  nave  to  sell — in  discharge  of  every 
debt  due  to  her,  until  Congress,  by  law,  shiUl 
otherwise  direct ;  so  that,  if  this  bank,  like  its 
prototype  in  Engknd,  ahoald  stop  payment,  \\a 
pcomiitsory  notes  would  still  be  receivable  at 
every  custom  hoose,  land  oCBce,  post  office,  and 
bjerery  collector  of  public  moneys,  throughout 
the  Coion,  u^til  Congress  shall  meet,  pass  a 
npealing  law,  and  promulgate  the  repeal. 
Other  biuiks  depend  upon  their  credit  for  the 
receivabiiity  of  their  notes ;  but  this  favored 
iDJtitiition  has  law  on  its  side,  and  a  chartered 
ti^t  to  compel  the  reception  of  it«  psipcr  by 
the  FUeral  Government.  The  immediate  con- 
Kqnenee  of  this  extraordinary  privilege  is,  that 
the  United  States  becomes  virtnally  bound  to 
sUod  security  for  the  bank,  as  much  so  as  if 
■he  bid  signed  a  bond  to  that  effect  \  and  must 
■tud  forward  to  sustain  tlie  inatitution  in  alt 
Rnergencies,  in  order  to  save  her  own  revenue. 
Tbis  IB  what  has  already  happened,  some  ten 
Jean  ago,  iu  the  early  progress  of  the  bank, 
*od  when  the  immense  ud  given  it  by  the  Fed- 
^  GoTemment  enabled  it  to  survive  the  crisis 
(^  \U  own  overwhehning  mismanagement. 

8.  To  hold  the  moneys  of  the  Uoited  States 
in  deposit,  without  making  compensation  for 
the  use  of  the  undrawn  balances. — This  is  a 
ligbt  which  I  deny ;  hut,  as  the  hank  claims  it, 
aid,  wliat  is  more  material,  enjoys  it;  and  as 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  suffered  to 
»  v«t  eitent  in  consequence  of  this  claim  and 
(qjojment,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  aet  it  down 
t«  the  account  of  the  bank.  Let  us  then  ezam- 
iae  the  value  of  this  privilege  and  its  effect 
Ipoii  the  int«rest  of  the  community ;  and,  in  the 
Brt  place,  let  us  have  a'fuU  and  accurate  view 


of  the  amount  of  these  undrawn  baloncee  from 
the  establishment  of  the  bank  to  the  present 
day.    Here  it  is  t    Look  I     Read  1 

[^ere  Ur.  B.  exhibited  a  table  of  the  quar- 
terly omounta  of  public  money  in  the  banlL 
averaging  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  and 
eauivolent  to  a  permanent  deposit,  or  loon 
without  interest  \o  that  amount.  J 

See,  Ur.  President,  what  masses  of  money, 
and  always  on  hand.  The  paper  is  covered  all 
over  with  miUiona :  and  jet,  for  all  these  vast 
sums,  no  interest  is  allowed;  no  compensatioii 
is  made  to  the  United  States.  The  Bonk  of 
England,  for  the  undrawn  balances  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  has  made  an  eqnitahle  compensotjoa 
to  the  British  Government ;  namely,  »  perma- 
nent loan  of  half  a  million  sterling,  and  a  tem- 
porary loan  of  three  millions  for  twenty  yean, 
without  interest.  Tet  when  I  moved  for  a  like 
compensation  to  the  United  States^  the  propo- 
sition was  utterly  rejected  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  treated  as  an  attempt  to  violate  the 
chuler  of  the  bank.  At  the  same  time  it  is 
incontestable,  that  the  United  States  have  been 
borrowing  these  undrawn  balances  f^om  the 
bank,  and  paying  an  Interest  upon  their  own 
money.  I  think  we  can  identify  one  of  these 
loons.  Let  ns  try.  lo  Hay,  18S4,  Congress 
authorized  a  loon  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to 
pay  the  awards  under  the  treaty  with  Spun, 
commonly  called  the  Florida  treaty.  The  Bonk 
of  the  United  States  took  that  loan,  and  paid 
the  money  for  the  United  States  in  January 
and  Morou,  1825.  In  looking  over  the  state- 
ment of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  amounted  to  near  four  millions  at  the 
end  of  the  first,  and  six  millions  at  the  end  of 
the  second  quarter  of  that  year.  The  infer- 
ence is  irresistible,  and  I  leave  every  Sena- 
tor to  moke  it ;  only  adding,  that  we  have 
paid  tl,4SG,87G  in  interest  npon  that  loan, 
either  to  the  bank  or  its  transferees.  This  is  a 
strong  case,  but  I  have  a  stronger  one.  It  is 
known  to  everybody  that  the  United  States 
subscribed  seven  milliona  to  the  capital  stock 
of  the  bank,  for  which  she  gave  her  stock 
note,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum.  I  have  a  stat«mont  from  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that 
up  to  the  aoth  day  of  June  last,  the  United 
States  had  pud  fonr  millions  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  interest  upon 
that  note;  when  it  is  proved  by  the  statement  of 
balances  exhibited,  that  the  United  States,  for  the 
whole  period  in  which  that  interest  was  accru- 
ing, had  the  half,  or  the  whole,  and  once  the  don- 
bje,  of  these  seven  millions  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank.  This  is  a  stronger  case  than  that  of  the 
flvemiUion  loan,  but  it  isnot  the  strongest.  The 
strongest  case  is  this.  In  the  year  181T,  when 
the  bank  went  into  operation,  the  United  States 
owed,  among  other  debts,  a  sum  of  about  four, 
teen  millions  and  three-quarters,  bearing  on 
interest  of  throe  per  cent.  In  the  same  year, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  were 
authorized  by  an  act  of  Coogreas  to  purobaM  , 
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that  stock  at  sizty-fiTe  per  ceiit.,  which  was 
then  ita  market  price.  Under  this  authority, 
the  amonnt  of  ahoat  odb  nilllion  and  a  half 
was  purchased ;  the  remainder,  amouDtiog  to 
abont  thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter,  haa  con- 
tiaued  onpurohaBed  to  thia  day ;  and,  after  coat- 
ing the  United  States  about  six  millioos  la  in- 
terest since  1817,  the  slock  has  risen  abont  fonr 
millions  in  value ;  that  is  to  SAy,  from  sixty-five 
to  nearly  ninety-five.  Now,  here  is  a  clear  loaa 
of  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  the  United  States. 
Id  1817,  she  conld  have  paid  off  thirteen  millions 
and  a  qaarter  of  debt,  with  eight  railliona  and  a 
half  of  dollars ;  now,  after  paying  six  millions 
of  interest,  it  would  require  twelve  milliona 
and  a  half  to  pay  off  the  same  debt.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  sUtement  of  undrawn  balances,  it 
will  be  seen  tiiat  the  United  States  had,  during 
the  whole  year  1817,  an  average  sum  of  above 
ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the 
hank,  being  a  million  and  a  half  more  than 
eaoogb  to  have  bonght  in  the  whole  of  the 
three  per  cent,  stock.  The  question,  therefore, 
Datnrally  comes  np,  why  was  it  not  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  these ^irteen  millions  and  a 

Snarter,  according  to  the  authority  contained  in 
le  act  of  Congress  of  that  year  I  Certainly  the 
bank  needed  the  money;  for  it  was  jnst  getting 
into  operation,  and  was  as  hard  ran  to  escape 
bankruptcy  about  that  time^  as  any  bank  that 
ever  was  saved  from  the  hnnk  of  destruction. 
This  is  the  largest  injury  which  we  have  sos- 
tained,  on  account  of  accommodating  the  bank 
with  the  gratuitous  nse  of  these  vast  deposits. 
Bat,  to  show  myself  impartial,  1  will  now  state 
the  smallest  case  of  injury  that  has  come  within 
my  knowledge :  It  is  the  case  of  the  honu»  of 
fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  the  bank 
was  to  pay  to  the  TTnited  States,  in  three  equal  in- 
stalments, for  the  purohaae  of  its  charter.  Nomi- 
nally, this  Itonva  has  been  paid,  but  out  of  what 
moneys?  Certainly  out  of  onr  own;  for  the 
statement  shows  oar  money  was  there,  and 
farther,  shows  that  it  is  still  there ;  for,  on  the 
Both  day  of  Jane  last,  which  is  the  latest 
retorn,  there  waa  still  $S,S50,664  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank,  which  is  above  $750,000  more  than 
the  amount  of  the  honia. 

One  word  more  upon  the  subject  of  these 
balances.  It  is  now  two  years  since  I  made  an 
effort  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fond  act  of  1617 ;  a  section  which  was  intend- 
ed to  limit  the  amonnt  of  surplus  money  which 
might  be  kept  in  the  Treasury,  to  two  milUons 
of  dollars ;  but  by  the  power  of  construction, 
was  made  to  authorize  the  keeping  of  two  mil- 
lious  in  addition  to  the  surplus.  I  wished  to 
repeal  this  section,  which  had  thus  been  coo' 
strued  into  the  reverse  of  its  intention,  and  to 
revive  the  first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act 
of  1790,  which  directed  the  whole  of  the  snr- 
plns  on  hand  to  be  applied,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  My 
argument  was  this :  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  keep  any  surplus;  that  the  revenue, 
coming  in  as  fast  as  it  went  out,  was  like  a  per- 


ennial fountain,  which  you  might  drain  to  the 
last  drop,  and  not  exhaust ;  for  the  place  of  the 
last  drop  would  be  supplied  the  instant  it  was 
out  And  I  supported  this  reasoning  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  Treasury  reports,  which  al- 
ways exhibit  a  surplus  of  four  or  five  millions ; 
and  which  were  equally  in  the  Treasury  the 
whole  year  round,  aa  on  the  last  day  of  every 
year.  This  was  the  argument,  which,  in  fact, 
availed  nothing ;  but  now  I  have  mathematical 
proof  of  the  truth  of  my  position.  Look  at 
this  statement  of  balances ;  look  for  the  rear 
1810,  aad  you  will  find  bat  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  on  hand  for  that  year ;  look 
still  lower  for  1821,  and  yon  will  find  this  bal- 
ance but  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand 
dollars.  And  w^at  was  the  consequence  ?  Did 
the  Government  stop  1  Did  the  wheels  of  the 
State  chariot  cease  to  turn  round  in  those 
years  for  want  of  treasury  oil  t  Not  at  all. 
Every  thing  went  on  as  well  as  h^ore ;  the  op- 
erations of  the  Treasury  were  as  perfect  and 
regular  in  those  two  years  of  insignificant  bal- 
ances, as  in  1617  and  1618,  when  five  and  ten 
millions  were  on  hand.  This  is  proof;  this  is 
demonstration ;  it  is  the  indubitable  evidence 
of  the  aenses  which  concludes  argument,  and 
dispels  nncertainty ;  and,  as  my  proposal  for 
the  repeal  of  the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  act  of  181?  was  enacted  into  a  law  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  vigi- 
lant and  exemplary  officer,  I  trust  that  the  re- 
peal will  be  acted  upon,  oud  that  the  bank 
platter  will  be  wiped  as  clean  of  federal  money 
in  1881,  as  it  was  in  1821.  Such  clean-taking 
from  that  dish,  will  allow  two  or  three  millions 
more  to  go  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt ; 
and  there  can  be  no  danger  in  takmg  the  last 
dollar,  as  reason  and  experience  both  prove. 
But,  to  quiet  every  apprehenaon  on  this  point, 
to  silence  the  last  suggestion  of  a  possibility  of 
any  temporary  deficit,  I  recur  to  a  provision 
contained  in  two  different  clauses  in  the  bank 
charter,  copied  from  an  amendment  in  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  expressly 
mode,  at  the  instance  of  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  contingency  of  a  temporary  d^ciency  in 
the  annual  revenue.  The  English  provision  is 
this:  that  the  Government  may  borrow  of  the 
bank  half  a  million  starling,  at  any  time,  with- 
out a  special  act  of  parliament  to  authorize  it 


charter  is  the  s 


the  smgle  substitution  of  dollars  for  pounds.    It 


pnrpcse  of  preventing  a  constant  keeping  of  a 
sum  of  money  in  hand  as  a  reserve,  to  meet 
contingencies  which  hardly  ever  occur.  This 
contingent  authority  to  effect  a  small  loan,  has 
often  been  used  in  England — in  the  United 
States,  never ;  possibly,  because  there  has  been 
no  occasion  for  it ;  probably,  because  the  dansa 
was  copied  mechaoicallj  from  the  English  char- 
ter, and  without  the  perception  of  ita  practical 
bearing.    Be  this  aa  it  may,  it  is  certainly  & 
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wise  and  pradent  provisioD,  such  as  all  Govern- 
ments  should,  at  all  times,  be  clothed  with. 

If  anj  senator  thinks  that  I  have  eiagger- 
ated  the  injury  suffered  by  the  United  States, 
on  Account  of  the  nncompeosated  massea  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  I  am 
now  going  to  oonTince  him  that  lie  is  wrong. 
I  am  going  to  prove  to  faim  that  I  have  nnder- 
stated  the  case ;  that  I  have  purposely  kept 
back  a  large  part  of  it;  and  that  justice  re- 
quires a  further  development  The  fact  is^tbat 
there  »re  two  different  deposits  of  public  money 
in  the  bank ;  one  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  the  other  in  the  name  of 
disbnraiug  oScera.  The  annnal  average  of  the 
former  has  been  about  throe  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  of  this  I  have  said  not  s 
word.  Bnt  the  eissential  character  of  both  de- 
ports is  the  same ;  they  are  both  the  property 
of  tba  U&itod  States ;  both  permanent ;  both 
available  as  so  much  capital  to  the  hank ;  and 
both  uncompensated.  Here  is  the  statement  of 
the  monthly  amoant  of  these  seoondary  de] 
its,  as  I  find  them  on  the  bank  returns ;  ani 
it  I  appeal  for  the  veiification  of  what  I  allege  .* 

1826  1830 


Itaamrj, 

|l,M3,ei8 

$1,393,805 

(866,691 

Jebruarv, 

1,888,784 

1,434,800 

1,562,841 

Hinh, 

2,186,980 

2,260,113 

1,554,969 

April, 

1,486,934 

1,638,146 

1,852,841 

M.r, 

1,42S,0ES 

1,637,519 

1,828,661 

June, 

1,S3S,268 

2,301,687 

1,846,206 

Jdj. 

1,264,768 

1,678,274 

1,129,990 

August, 

1,576,493 

2,032,684 

876,469 

September, 

1,686,401 

2,698,806 

1,346,208 

October, 

i,042,84S 

1,763,621 

1,334,08! 

1,608,873 

1,883,717 

1,194,682 

1,578, 897 

2,112,097 

1,616,868 

I  have  not  ascertained  the  average  of  these 
deposita  since  1817,  but  presume  it  may  e  , 
the  amount  of  that  bonvt  of  one  million  five 
hnndred  thonsand  dollars  for  which  we  sold 
the  charter,  and  which  the  Finance  Comniittee 
of  tbe  Senat«  compliments  the  hank  for  paying 
in  three,  instead  of  seventeen  annual  instal- 
ments ;  and  shows  how  much  interest  they  lost 
by  doing  so.  Certainly  this  was  a  disadvan- 
tage to  tbe  bank.  It  would  have  been  better 
for  it  to  have  dribbled  out  to  us  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  instead  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  our  own  money,  at  a  time.  Bnt 
there  are  three  considerations  which  should 
prevent  her  from  complaining :  first,  that  it 
was  the  bargain  to  pay  in  three  years ;  second- 
ly, that  we  furnished  the  money ;  thirdly,  that 
we  kept  up  the  amount  in  her  hand.  Anally, 
these  monthly  returns  show  that  the  overdraw- 
ings,  for  permitting  which  the  bank  baa  been 
so  much  lauded,  were  overdrawings  iu  name, 
not  in  fact ;  the  amonnt  of  the  money  being 
only  transferred  to  another  deposit,  and  the 
ney  itself  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  bank. 
Ir.  President,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there 
something  ominous  to  the  bauk  in  this 
test  for  compensation  on  the  nndrawn  bal- 
es.   It  is  the  very  way  in  which  the  strag- 


gle began  in  the  British  Parliament  which  has 
ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Bonk  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  the  war  in  which  the  struggle  ik 
beginning  here.  My  resolntions  of  two  and 
three  years  ago  are  the  causes  of  the  speech 
which  you  now  hear;  and,  as  1  have  reason  to 
believe,  some  others  more  worthy  of  yonr 
hearing,  which  will  come  at  the  proper  time. 
Tba  question  for  compensation  for  balances  is 
now  filing  itself  np  here,  as  in  England,  with 
the  qneation  of  renewing  the  charter;  and  the 
two,  acting  together,  will  fall  with  combined 
weight  upon  the  public  mind,  and  certainly 
eventuate  here  as  they  did  there. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
other  bonks,  by  excluding  them  from  the  col- 
lection of  the  federal  revenue. — This  rusults 
from  the  collection — no,  not  the  collection,  hut 
the  receipt  of  the  revenue  having  been  com- 
mitted to  the  bank,  and  along  with  it  tbe  vir- 
tual eiecution  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816, 
to  regulate  tbe  collecdon  of  tbe  federal  reve- 
nue. The  enecntion  of  that  resolution  was  in- 
tended to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury— a  disinterested  arbiter  between  rival 
banks ;  hat  it  may  be  considered  as  virtually 
devolved  upon  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  powerfully  increases  the  capacity  of  that 
institution  to  destroy,  or  subjugate,  all  other 
banks.  The  notes  of  the  State  bonks  excluded 
from  revenue  payments,  are  discredited  and 
disparaged,  end  foil  into  the  bonds  of  brokers 
at  all  places  where  they  are  not  isaned  and  pay- 
able. They  cease  to  insulate  at  all  the  points 
to  which  the  exclusion  extends.  I  am  iijorm- 
ed  that  tbe  notes  of  the  banks  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  Ohio,  even  those  of  the  lower  Mis- 
sissippi, ore  generolly  refused  at  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  in  St.  Louis,  and.  In  con- 
nee,  are  expelleil  from  circulation  in  Mis- 
and  lUinola,  and  the  neighboring  districts. 
This  exclusion  of  the  southern  notes  from  the 
northwest  quarter  of  tbe  Union,  is  ii^urions  to 
both  parties,  as  our  travellers  and  emigrants 
chiefly  come  from  the  South,  and  the  whole  of 
our  trade  goes  there  to  find  a  cash  market.  The 
oxclnsion,  as  I  am  told,  (for  I  have  not  looked 
into  the  matter  myself,)  is  general,  and  ex- 
tends to  the  banks  in  Virginia,  the  two  Oar- 
olinas,  Qeorgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Lon- 
isiana.  If  this  be  the  fact,  the  jomt  resolution 
of  1616  is  violated ;  for,  nnder  tbe  terms  of 
that  resolution,  there  are  several  banks  in  each 
of  tbe  States  mentioned  whose  notes  are  re- 
in the  coUecUon  of  federal  revenue; 
is  to  say,  specie-paying  banks  whose  notes 
payable,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  demand. 
Yet,  in  consequence  of  exclusion  trotn  the 
United  States  Branch  Bank,  they  are  excluded 
from  all  the  land  offices,  eleven  in  number, 
which  deposit  in  that  branch ;  and,  being  ex- 
cluded from  the  land  offices,  they  cease  to  he 
'  money  among  the  people.  If  a  travel- 
migront  brings  these  notes  to  the  coun- 
try, or  receives  tbem  in  remittance ;  if  ft  trader 
accepts  them  in  exchange  for  prodaee,  they  are 
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Staved  "  out  of  their  hands,  and  sent  oat  of 
itry.     This  is  a  pecuniary  iiyury  done 


1  political  injury  also;  for  it  contributes  to 
break  the  commamcaUon  betweeu  the  two 
qnarters  of  the  Union,  and  BQcoarageB  the  idea 
tnat  nothing  good  cao  oome  from  tAe  Bonth— 
not  even  money  1  This  power  to  diaparase  the 
notea  of  all  other  banks,  is  a  power  to  injnre 
them ;  and,  added  to  all  the  other  privilegea  of 
the  Bank  of  tiie  United  Stat«a,  is  a  power  to 
deotroj  them  I  If  any  one  doubta  this  asser- 
laon,  let  him  read  tbe  answers  of  the  President 
of  the  Ba^  to  the  queatjons  put  to  him  by  the 
Oh^Knan  of  tii«  Finance  Oommittee.  These 
answers  ara  appended  to  the  committee's  re- 
port of  the  last  session  in  favor  of  the  hank, 
and  expressly  declare  the  capacity  of  the  fed- 
eral bank  to  destroy  tJie  State  banks.  The 
worthy  oliairman  (Mr.  Siaia,  of  Md.)  puts  this 
question :  "  Has  the  bank  at  any  time  onpressod 
any  of  the  State  bonks  ?  "  The  President  (Ur. 
Biddle)  answers,  as  the  whole  world  would  an- 
swer to  a  question  of  oppression,  that  it  never 
had ;  and  this  response  was  as  mnch  as  the  in- 
terrogatory reqnired.  But  it  did  not  content 
the  President  of  the  bank ;  he  chose  to  go  fur- 
tlier,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  institntion  over 
which  he  presided,  by  showing  that  it  was  as 
jnst  and  generous  as  it  was  rich  and  powerful. 
He,  dierefore,  adds  the  following  words,  for 
which,  as  a  seekK"  after  evidence,  to  show  the 
alarming  and  dangerous  character  of  the  bank, 
I  retam  him  my  nnfeigned  thanks :  "  There 
are  very  few  banks  which  might  not  have  been 
destroyed  by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  the 


moneyed  domination  set  op — a  moneyed  oligar- 
chy^ established  in  this  laud,  and  the  entire 
Union  snlqeoted  to  its  sovereign  wilL  The 
power  to  destroy  all  other  banks  is  admitted 
and  declared  i  the  inclination  to  do  so  is  known 
to  ail  ration^  beings  to  reside  with  the  powerl 
Policy  may  restrain  tlio  destroying  giculties  for 
the  present;  but  they  exist;  and  will  oome 
forth  when  interest  prompts  and  policy  permits. 
They  have  been  exercised;  and  the  general 
prostration  of  the  Southern  and  Western  banks 
attests  the  lacL  They  will  be  exercised,  (the 
charter  being  renewed,)  and  the 


knocked  down,  and  their  doors  dosed  up.  Far 
worse  than  that  to  man;  of  them.  Subjugation, 
in  preference  to  destruction,  will  be  the  fate  of 
many.  Every  planet  must  have  its  satellites ; 
every  tyranny  mnst  have  its  instruments ;  every 
knight  is  followed  by  his  squire ;  even  the  king 
of  beasts,  the  royal  quadruped,  whose  roar  sub- 
dues the  forest,  must  have  a  small  subservient 
animal  to  spring  his  prey.  Just  so  of  this  im- 
perial bank,  when  installed  anew  in  its  formida- 
ble and  lasting  power.  The  State  banks  spared 
bf  Uie  sword,  will  be  passed  nnder  the  yoke. 
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They  will  become  subordinate  parts  in  the  great 
Inacbine.  Their  place,  in  the  scale  of  snbordi- 
nation  will  be  one  degree  below  the  rank  of  the 
legitimate  branches ;  their  business,  to  perform 
the  work  which  it  would  be  too  d^reputable 
for  the  legitimate  branches  to  perform.  This 
will  be  the  fate  of  the  State  b^ks  which  are 
allowed  to  keep  up  their  signs,  and  to  set  open 
their  doors ;  and  thns  the  enlire  moneyed  pow- 
er of  the  Union  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  one 
single  institution,  whose  inexorable  and  invis- 
ible *  mandates,  emanating  from  a  centre, 
would  pervade  tiie  Union,  ^ving  or  withhold- 
ing money  according  to  its  own  sovereign  will 
and  absolute  pleasure.  To  a  favored  State,  to 
an  individual,  or  a  class  of  individuals,  favored 
by  the  central  power,  the  golden  stream  of 
PactoluB  would  flow  direct.  To  all  such  the 
monificent  mandates  of  the  High  Directory 
would  Mnne,  as  the  fabled  god  mode  his  terres- 
trial visit  of  love  and  desire,  enveloped  in  a 
shower  of  gold.  But  to  others  —to  xnose  not 
favored — and  to  those  bated — the  mandates  of 
this  same  directory  would  be  as  "  liie  plsnetBrT 

Slague  which  hangs  its  poison  in  the  «ck  air ;  " 
eath  to  them  I  death  to  all  who  minister  to 
their  wants  I  .What  a  state  of  things  I  What 
a  condition  for  a  confederacy  of  States  1  What 
grounds  for  alarm  and  terrible  ^iprehension, 
when,  in  a  confederacy  of  such  vast  extent,  so 
many  independent  States,  so  many  rival  com- 
mercial cities,  so  much  sectional  jealousy,  such 
violent  political  parties,  suoh  fierce  contests  for 
power,  there  should  be  bat  one  moneyed  tri- 
bunal before  which  all  the  rival  and  contending 
elements  must  appear  I  but  one  ungle  dispenser 
of  money,  to  which  every  citizen,  every  trader, 
every    merchant,    every   manufacturer,   ^-^tr^ 

Slanter,  every  corporation,  every  city,  every 
tale,  and  the  Federal  Government  itself,  must 
apply,  in  every  emergency,  for  the  most  indis- 
pensaole  loan  I  -and  t£is,  m  the  face  of  the  fact, 
that,  in  every  contest  for  human  rights,  the 
great  moneyed  institutions  of  the  worid  have 
uniformly  been  found  on  the  side  of  kings  and 
nobles,  agunst  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
people. 

5.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  re- 
tain a  body  of  tenantry. — This  privilege  is  hos- 
tile to  the  nature  of  ourrepublican  Government, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  design  of 
a  banking  institution.  Republics  want  free- 
holders, not  landlords  and  tenants ;  and  except 
the  corporators  ii|  this  bank,  and  in  the  British 
East  India  Company,  there  is  not  an  incorporated 
body  of  Iwidlords  in  ony  country  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  whose  laws  emanate  from  a  legisla- 
tive body.  Banks  are  instituted  to  promote 
trade  and  industry,  and  to  aid  the  Government 
and  its  citizens  with  loans  of  money.  The 
whole  argoment  in  favor  of  banking — every 
argument  in  favor  of  this  hank — rests  upon  th^ 
idea.  'So  one,  when  this  charter  was  granted, 
presumed  to  speak  in  favor  of  incorporating  a 
society  of  landlords,  especially  foreign  landlord^ 
to  buy  lands,  build  nouses,  rest  tenements,  and 
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nUib  teoaotj.  Loans  of  money  was  the  object 
in  new,  and  tbe  purchase  of  real  eetate  ia  in- 
mnpatibte  with  that  object  Instead  of  re- 
muning  bankers,  tbe  oorporatots  ma;  turn  land 
HteoDlaton :  instead  of  having  monef  to  lend, 
the;  oKj  torn  70a  out  tenants  to  vote.  To  an 
application  A>r  a  tean,  the;  maj  answer,  and 
uswH  truly,  that  the;  have  no  moae;  on  hand ; 
tnd  the  reason  ma;  be,  that  the;  have  Iwd  it 
out  in  lands.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  at 
Resent.  A  o<»nmittee  of  the  Lc^islatare  of 
Fsiu]S;lTauia  has  Jost  applied  for  a  loan;  the 
Preddent  of  the  bank,  ootning  loth  to  make  a 
loan  to  that  great  State,  for  twent;  years  longer 
thsD  the  ohuter  has  to  exist,  expreeses  his  re- 
gret  that  he  cannot  lend  bnt  a  hmited  and  in- 
adequate lom.  The  funds  of  the  institntion,  he 
nn  '•ill  not  permit  it  to  advanoe  more  than 
N^t  millions  of  dollars.  And  whyt  because 
it  has  invested  three  millions  in  real  estate  1 
To  Uis  power  to  hold  real  estate,  is  saperaddod 
tiw  means  to  aoqnire  it.  The  bank  is  now  the 
gmOeat  mone;M  power  in  the  Union ;  in  the 
■rrat  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  will  soon 
be  tbe  sole  one.  Sole  dispenser  of  mone;,  it 
vil!  soon  be  the  chief  owner  of  property.  To 
ralimited  means  of  aoqnisition,  wonld  be  onited 
Mrpetnit;  of  tenore;  for  a  corporation  never 
aits,  and  is  iree  from  the  operation  of  the  laws 
rtich  govern  tbe  deeoent  and  distribntion  of 
Kal  estate  in  tbe  bands  of  individnals.  The 
Hmitations  in  tbe  charter  are  vun  and  illasor;. 
Tbej  iomlt  the  aaderstanding,  and  mock  the 
orednlit;  of  foolish  believers.  The  bank  is 
fitit  limited  to  SDcb  aoqaiMtions  of  real  eetate 
U  ire  neoemar;  to  Its  own  accommodation  ; 
then  comes  a  proviso  to  nndo  the  limitaCioo,  so 
ftr  as  it  concerns  pnrohases  apon  its  gwn  mort- 
gtgts  and  executions!  This  is  the- limitation 
BpOB  the  capacity  of  sach  an  bstitntion  to  ao- 
viire  real  eetate.  As  if  it  had  an;  tbing  to  do 
bit  to  make  loans  npon  mortgages,  and  posh 
sncnioaa  npon  jndgmODts  I  Having  all  tbe 
hmnm;,  it  would  be  the  sole  lender ;  mortgages 
beiig  the  road  to  loans,  all  borrowers  must 
havel  that  road.  When  birds  enough  are  in 
tile  net,  the  fowler  draws  bis  string,  and  the 
kesds  are  wrung  off.  Bo  when  mortgages 
oongfa  are  token,  the  loans  are  called  in ;  dis- 
nonCs  cease ;  cnrtailmeats  are  made ;  failures 
to  pa;  eitsQB ;  writs  issae ;  judgments  and  exe- 
nitioDB  follow ;  all  tbe  mortgaged  premises  are 
£n  sale  at  once ;  and  the  attorne;  of  the  bank 
ippears  at  the  elbow  c^  the  m«sbal,  sole  bidder, 
and  sole  pnrohaser. 

What  is  the  l^wal  effect  of  this  vast  capacit; 
to  scqaiie,  and  this  legal  power  to  retain,  real 
Male  t  Is  it  not  the  creation  of  a  new  species 
of  mortmain  t  And  of  a  Icind  more  odioos  and 
dugerooa  than  the  mortmain  of  tbe  church 
'hich  it  baffled  tbe  English  Parliament  so  man; 
^ee  to  aboli^.  The  mortmain  of  tbe  chnroh 
was  a  power  in  an  ecclesiastical  conioration  to 
Iii4d  real  estate,  independent  of  tbe  Uws  of  dls- 
Mntion  and  dMoent ;  the  mortmain  of  the  bank 
is  a  power  in  a  la;  corporation  to  do  the  same 


thing.  The  evil  of  the  two  tennrea  is  identical  \ 
tbe  difference  between  the  two  corporations  is 
no  more  than  the  difference  between  parsons 
and  rnone;  changers;  tbe  capacit;  to  do  mis- 
chief inoomparaU;  the  greatest  on  the  part  of 
tbe  la;  corporators.  Tbe  cbnrcb  could  onl; 
operate  npon  the  few  who  were  thinking  of  tbe 
other  world;  the  bank,  npon  all  who  are  im- 
mersed in  the  bnsiness  or  tbe  pleasnrea  of  this. 
Tbe  means  of  the  ohnrcb  were  nothing  but 

SLyers;  the  means  of  tbe  bank  is  mone;  I 
e  chnrch  reoeived  what  it  conld  beg  frtnn 
dying  sinners;  tbe  bank  ma;  extort  what  it 
pleases  from  the  whole  living  generation  of  the 
just  and  imjost.  Bncb  is  tbe  parallel  between 
the  raortmun  of  tbe  two  corporations.  The; 
both  end  in  monopol;  of  estetes,  and  perpetnity 
of  saooesaion;  and  the  bank  ia  the  greatest 
monopolizer  of  tbe  two.  Uonopoliee  and  per* 
petoal  anccesaion  are  the  bane  of  republics. 
Our  ancestors  took  care  to  provide  against  them, 
b;  abolishing  entails  and  primogenitore.  Even 
the  glebes  of  Uie  cbnrcb,  lean  and  few  as  they 
were  in  most  of  the  States,  fell  under  the  re- 
publican principle  of  limited  tenures.  AU  tbe 
States  abolisbM.  the  anti-repablican  tenures; 
bnt  Congress  re-establishes  them,  and  in  a 
manner  more  dangerous  and  offenuve  than  be- 
fore the  revolution.  Tbe;  are  now  given,  not 
generally,  but  to  few ;  not  to  natlvee  only,  but 
to  foreigners  also ;  for  foreigners  are  large  own- 
ers of  this  bank.  And  thus,  tbe  principles  of 
the  revolution  sink  before  the  privileges  of  an 
incorporated  company.  Tbe  laws  of  the  Statea 
fall  before  the  mandates  of  a  central  director; 
in  Philadelphia.  Foreigners  become  tbe  land- 
lords of  free  bom  Americans;  and  the  young 
and  ttonriabing  towns  of  the  United  Btatee  are 
verging  to  tbe  fate  of  the  family  boroughs 
wbiob  belong  to  the  great  aristoorao;  of  Eng- 
land. 

Let  no  one  say  the  bonk  will  not  avtdl  itself 
of  its  capacit;  to  amass  real  estate.  The  f^ 
is,  it  has  already  done  so.  I  know  towns,  yea, 
cities,  and  conld  name  them,  if  it  might  not 
seem  invidious  from  this  elevated  theatre  to 
make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortunes, 
in  which  this  bank  already  appears  as  a  domi- 
nant and  engrossing  proprietor.  I  have  been  in 
places  where  the  answers  to  inquiries  for  the 
owners  of  tba  moat  valuable  tenements,  wotdd 
remind  you  of  tbe  answers  given  by  the  ^%yp- 
tians  to  similar  qaestions  from  the  French  om- 
cer&  on  their  march  to  Cairo.  You  recollect, 
no  doubt,  sir,  the  dialogue  to  which  I  allude : 
"  Who  owns  that  palace  t  "  "  The  Mameluke ;  " 
"  Who  this  country  boose?  ""The  Mameluke;" 
"These  gardens t"  "  The  Mameluke ;  "  "That 
field  covered  with  ricel  "  "  Tbe  Mameluke." — 
And  thns  hava  I  been  answered,  in  the  towns 
and  dtios  referred  to,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
substitntod  for  that  of  tbe  military  scomge  of 
Egypt.  If  this  is  done  under  the  first  charter, 
what  may  not  be  expected  under  the  second ) 
If  tJus  is  done  while  the  bank  is  on  ila  boat 
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behavior,  what  maj  she  not  do  wbes  freed  from 
all  reatmnt  and  ddivered  np  to  the  boundless 
oopiditj  and  remorseless  exactions  of  a  monered 
corporation! 

0.  To  deal  in  pawnsi,  merchandise,  and  IdiUh 
of  exchange. — I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  reqnire 
me  to  read  diy  passages  from  the  charter  to 
prove  what  I  eay.  I  know  I  speak  a  thing 
nearly  incredible  when  I  allege  that  this  bank 
in  addition  to  all  its  other  attributes,  is  ao,  in- 
oorporated  companj  of  pawnbrokers!  The  al- 
legation staggers  belief,  but  a  reference  to  the 
charter  will  dispel  incrednlity .  The  charter, 
in  the  first  part,  forbids  a  traffic  in  merchandise ; 
in  the  after  part,  permits  it.  For  traly  this 
instrument  seems  to  have  been  framed  npon 
die  piinciples  of  contraries ;  one  principle  mak- 
ing limitations,  and  the  other  foUowio^  after 
vlth  provisoes  to  nndo  them.  Thus  is  it  with 
lands,  as  I  have  just  shown;  thus  is  it  with 
merchandise,  as  I  now  iQiow.  The  bank  is  for- 
bidden to  deal  in  merobandise — proTiso,  Dnleas 
in  the  case  of  goods  pledged  for  money  lent, 
and  not  redeemed  to  the  day;  end,  proviso, 
again,  unless  for  goods  whith  shall  be  tne  pro- 
ceeds of  its  tands.  "With  the  help  of  these  two 
Srovisoes  it  is  clear  that  the  limitation  is  nn- 
one ;  it  ia  clear  that  the  bank  is  at  liberty  to 
act  the  pawnbroker  and  merchant,  to  any  ex- 
tent that  it  pleases.  It  may  say  to  all  the  mer- 
chants who  want  loans,  Pledge  yonr  stores, 
gentlemen!  They  must  do  it,  or  do  worse; 
and,  if  any  accident  prevents  redemption  on 
the  day,  the  pawn  is  forfeited,  and  the  bank 
takes  possession.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
lay  out  its  rents  for  goods ;  it  may  sell  its  real 
estate,  now  worth  three  millions  of  dollars,  for 
goods.  Thus  the  bank  is  an  incorporated  com- 
pany of  pawnbrokers  and  merchants,  as  well  as 
an  incorporation  of  landlords  and  land-specula- 
tors; and  this  derogatory  privilege,  like  the 
others,  is  copied  from  the  old  Bank  of  England 
charter  of  1694.  Bills  of  exchange  are  also 
BuUected  to  the  traffic  of  this  bank.  It  is  a 
traffic  nnconnected  with  the  trade  of  banking, 
dangerous  fbr  a  great  bank  to  bold,  and  now 


qnarters  of  the  Union  of  their  gold  and  silver, 
and  stifles  the  growth  of  a  fair  commence  in  the 
products  of  the  conntrj.  The  merchants,  to 
make  remittances,  bny  bills  of  exchange  from 
the  branch  banks,  instead  of  buying  produce 
from  the  farmers.  The  bills  are  paid  for  in  gold 
and  silver ;  and,  eventually,  the  gold  and  sUrer 
are  sent  to  the  mother  bank,  or  to  the  branches 
in  the  Eastern  cities,  either  to  meet  those  bills, 
or  to  replenish  their  coffers,  and  to  furnish  vast 
loans  to  favorite  Statos  or  individuals.  The  bills 
sell  cheap,  say  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent. ;  they 
are,  therefore,  a  good  remittance  to  tie  mer- 
chant. To  the  bank  the  operation  is  donbly 
good;  for  even  the  half  of  one  percent,  on  bills 
of  exchange  is  a  great  profit  to  the  institution 
vhlch  monopolizes  that  business,  while  the 
ooUectJon  and  deliver?  to  the  branches  of  all 
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the  bard  money  in  the  country  is  a  still  more 
considerable  advantage.  Under  this  system, 
the  best  of  the  Western  banks — I  do  not  n}eak 
of  those  which  had  no  fonndatjons,  and  sunk  un- 
der the  weight  of  neighborhood  opinion— bnt 
those  which  deserved  favor  and  confidence, 
snnk  ten  years  ago.  Under  this  system,  the 
entire  West  is  now  nndergoing  a  silent,  general, 
and  invisible  drdn  of  its  hard  money ;  and,  if 
not  qnickly  arrested,  these  States  will  soon  be, 
as  far  as  the  precious  metals  are  concerned,  no 
more  than  tne  empty  skin  of  an  immolated 
victim. 

7.  To  establish  branches  in  the  different 
States  without  their  consent,  and  in  defiance  of 
their  resistance. — 'So  one  can  deny  the  degrad- 
ing and  injnrioustendency  of  this  privilege.  It 
derogates  from  the  sovereipity  of  a  State; 
tramples  upon  her  laws ;  injures  her  revenue 
and  commerce;  lays  open  her  Oovemment  to 
the  attecks  of  centralism ;  impairs  the  property 
of  her  citizens;  and  fastens  a  vampire  on  her 
bosom  to  Hunk  out  her  gold  and  silver.  1.  It 
derogates  from  her  sovereignty,  because  the 
central  institution  may  impose  its  intm^ve 
branches  upon  the  State  without  her  cimsent, 
and  in  defiance  of  her  resistance.  This  has 
already  been  done.  The  State  of  Alabama,  bat 
four  years  ago,  hy  a  resolve  of  her  Legislatnre, 
remonatated  against  the  intrusion  of  a  branch 
npon  her.  She  protested  against  the  favor. 
was  the  will  of  the  Stete  respected  t  On  the 
oontrory,  was  not  a  branch  instantaneoiialy 
forced  upon  her,  as  if|  by  the  suddenness  of  t^e 
action,  to  make  a  striking  and  conspicnoos  dis- 
play of  the  omnipotenoe  of  the  bank,  and  the 
nullity  of  the  State)  2.  It  tramples  upon  her 
laws;  because,  according  to  the  aecision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  bank  and  all  its  branches 
are  wholly  independent  of  State  legislation ;  and 
it  tramples  on  them  again,  because  it  authorizes 
foreigners  to  hold  lands  and  tenements  in  every 
Stete,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  many  of  them; 
and  because  it  admits  of  the  morlmain  tennre, 
which  is  condemned  by  all  the  republican  States  in 
the  Union.  8.  It  injures  her  reveono,  because  the 
bank  stock,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supmne 
Oourt,  is  not  liable  to  taxation.  And  thus, 
foreigners,  and  non-resident  Americana,  who 
monopolize  the  money  of  the  State,  who  hold 
ite  best  lands  and  town  lots,  who  meddle  in  its 
elections,  and  suck  out  its  gold  and  silver,  and 
perform  no  military  dnty,  are  exempted  from 
paying  taxes,  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  for 
the  support  of  the  State  whose  laws  they  tront' 

fie  npon,  and  whose  benefits  tliey  nsnrp.  4. 
t  sucgects  the  State  to  the  dangerous  ma- 
nceuvres  and  intrigues  of  centralism,  by  means 
of  the  tenants,  debtors,  bank  officers,  and  bonk 
money,  which  the  central  directory  retain  in 
the  State,  and  may  embody  and  direct  against 
it  in  its  elections,  and  in  its  legislative  and  jn- 
dioial  proceedings.  S,  It  tends  to  impair  ua 
property  of  the  citizens,  and,  in  some  instances, 
that  of  the  States,  by  destroying  the  Stete 
banks  in  which  they  hare  Invested  tbeirmocey. 
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S.  It  ia  lojariona  to  the  commerce  of  the  States, 
(I  speak  of  the  Western  States,)  by  sobBtituting 
B  trade  in  bills  of  exchange,  for  a  trade  in  the 
odncts  of  the  conntrj.  7.  It  fasteos  a  vam- 
re  on  the  bosom  of  the  State,  to  suck  awaj 
gold  and  Bilver,  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
oise  of  trade  of  federal  legislation,  and  of  ei- 
an^  in  draining  the  South  and  West  of  all 
;ir  nard  money.  The  Sonthero  States,  with 
or  thirty  millions  of  anoaal  exports  in  cct- 
1,  rice,  and  tobacco,  and  the  Western  States, 
ih  their  twelve  millions  of  provisions  and 
>acoo  exported  from  New  Orleans,  and  five 
Uiona  consumed  in  the  Soath,  and  on  the 
rer  llississippi, — that  is  to  say,  with  three- 
;ha  of  the  marketable  productions  of  the 
lion,  are  not  able  to  sustain  thirty  specie- 
ring  banks ;  while  the  minority  of  the  States 
rth  of  the  Potomac,  withont  any  of  the  great 
pies  for  eipori:.,  have  above  foar  hnndred  of 
:h  hanks.  These  States,  withont  rice,  with- 
t  cotton,  withont  tobacco,  without  sugar,  and 
th  leaa  floor  and  provisions,  to  export,  are 
arBt«d  with  gold  and  silver,  while  the  sonth- 
1  and  western  States,  with  all  the  real 
irces  of  wealth,  are  in  a  state  of  the  utmost 
ititntion.  For  this  calamitons  reversal  of  the 
taral  order  of  things,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
ites  stands  forth  pre-eminently  cnlpable.  Yes, 
is  pre-erainently  culpable !  and  a  statement  in 
shational  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  (a 
per  which  would  overstate  no  fact  to  the 
fjndicQ  of  the  bank,)  cites  and  proclaims  the 
!t  which  proves  this  culpability.  It  dwells, 
d  esnlta,  on  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
the  vanlts  of  the  United  States  Bank.  It 
clarea  that  institution  to  l>e  "  overburdened  " 
th  gold  and  silver;  and  well  may  it  be  so 
erburthened,  since  it  has  lifted  the  load  en- 
ely  from  the  South  and  West.  It  calls  these 
ttals  "a  drug"  in  the  hands  of  tlie  bank;  that 
to  say,  an  article  for  which  no  purchaser  can 
found.  Let  this  "drag,"  like  the  ti'easures 
the  dethroned  Dey  of  Algiers,  be  released 
TO  the  dominion  of  its  keeper ;  let  a  part  go 
ck  to  the  South  and  West,  and  the  bank  will 
I  longer  ccmpliun  of  repletioo,  nor  they  of 

S.   Exemption  of  the  stockholders  tnm  in- 

ridnal  liabHitj  on  the  fwlnre  of  the  bank. — 
lis  privilege  derogates  from  the  common  law, 
conirary  to  the  principle  of  partnerships,  and 
jnrioas  to  the  rights  of  the  community.  It  is 
peculiar  privilege  granted  by  law  to  these 
rporators,  and  exempting  them  from  liability 
cept  in  their  corporate  capaoity,  and  to  the 
lount  of  the  assets  of  the  corporation.  Un- 
ippily,  these  assets  are  never  aite^  that  is 
say,  enough,  when  occasion  comes  for  recur- 
ig  to  them.  When  a  bank  fails,  its  assets  are 
ways  less  than  its  debits;  so  that  responsihili- 
foils  the  instant  that  liability  accrues.  Let 
t  one  say  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
too  great  to  ful.  One  greater  than  it,  and  its 
ototype,  has  failed,  and  that  in  oar  own  day, 
id  for  twenty  years  at  a  time :  the  Bank  of 


England  failed  in  1T07,  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slataa  was  on  the  point  of  failing  in 
1619.  Tbe  same  cause,  namely,  atockjohbing 
and  overtrading,  carried  both  to  the  brink  of 
destmotioa;  the  same  means  saved  both,  name- 
ly, the  name,  the  credit,  and  the  helping  hand 
of  the  Qovernmenta  which  protected  them.  Yes, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may  fail ;  and  its 
stockholders  live  in  splendor  upon  the  princely 
estates  acquired  with  its  notes,  while  the  indus- 
trious classes,  who  hold  these  notes,  will  be  un- 
able to  receive  a  shilling  for  them.  This  is 
unjust.  It  is  a  vice  in  the  charter.  The  true 
principle  in  banking  requires  each  stockholder 
to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of  bis  shares ;  and 
subjects  him  to  the  summary  action  of  every 
holder  on  the  failure  of  tbe  institution,  till  he 


Scotland  for  tbe  last  oentuiy,  and  no  such 
thing  as  a  broken  bank  has  been  known  there 
in  aU  that  time. 

9.  To  have  the Unit«dStateafor»partner.— 
Sir,  there  is  one  consequence,  one  result  of  all 
partnerships  between  a  Government  and  indi- 
viduals, which  should  of  itself^  and  in  a  mere 
mercantile  point  of  view,  condemn  this  asso- 
ciation on  the  pan  of  the  Federal  Government. 
It  is  the  principle  which  puts  the  strong  part- 
ner forward  to  bear  the  burthen  whenever  the 
concern  is  in  danger.  The  weaker  members 
flock  to  tlie  strong  partner  at  the  approach  of 
the  storm,  and  the  neceesity  of  venturing  more 
10  save  wDat  he  has  already  staked,  leaves  him 
no  alternative.  He  becomes  the  Atlas  of  tbe 
firm,  and  bears  all  upon  bis  oivn  shoulders. 
This  is  the  principle :  what  is  the  fact  ?  Why, 
that  the  United  States  has  already  been  com- 
pelled to  sustain  the  federal  bank ;  to  prop  it 
with  her  revenues  and  its  credit  in  the  trials 
and  crisis  of  its  early  administration.  I  pass 
over  other  instances  of  tbe  damage  suffered 
by  the  United  tsCates  on  account  of  this  part- 
nership; the  immense  standing  deposits  for 
which  we  receive  no  compensation ;  the  loan 
of  five  millions  of  our  own  money,  for  which 
wehavopaidamillionanda  half  in  interest;  the 
five  per  cent,  stock  note,  on  which  we  have 
pwd  onr  partners  four  million  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  interest; 
tbe  loss  of  ten  millions  on  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  and  the  ridiculous  catastrophe  of  tbe 
misernhle  honiu,  which  has  been  paid  to  us 
with  a  fraction  of  our  own  money:  I  pass  over 
all  this,  and  come  to  the  point  of  n  direct  loss, 
as  a  partner,  in  the  dividends  upon  the  stock 
itself.  Upon  this  naked  point  of  profit  and 
loss,  to  he  decided  by  a  rule  in  arithmetic,  we 
have  sustained  a  direct  and  heavy  loss.  The 
stock  held  by  the  United  States,  as  everybody 
knows,  was  subscribed  not  paid.  It  was  a  stock 
note,  deposited  for  seven  millions  of  dollars, 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.  Tbe  in- 
dooement  to  this  mhsoription  was  the  seduo- 
tive  concepUon  that^  by  paying  five  per  cent, 
on  its  note  the  United  States  would  dear  four 
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or  five  per  cent.  Id  getting  a  dividend  of  eiglit 
or  tea.  This  was  tlie  inducement;  now  for  the 
realiiatioQ  of  this  fine  conceptioD.  Let  us  see 
it  Hera  it  if :  an  ofBcial  return  from  the 
Begister  of  the  Traasurf  of  interegt  paid,  and 
of  dividende  received.     The  acootmt  stands 

[□terest  pda  by  tbe'United  Statea,  $4,Tafi,000 

DlTideads  raceiTad  b;  the  United  Blatea,  4,629,426 


Um  to  the  United  Sutei, 
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DisodvantBgeona  as  this  partnership  most  be 
to  the  Unit«d  States  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view, 
there  ia  a  far  more  grave  and  serious  aspect  no- 
der  which  to  view  iL  It  is  the  politics]  sspec^ 
refinltiDg  from  the  nnion  between  the  Milk  and 
the  Government  This  nnion  has  been  tried 
in  England,  and  has  been  found  there  to  be 
jnst  as  disastrous  a  catt}anctiou  as  the  nnion  of 
church  and  8tat«.  It  is  the  conjunction  of  the 
lender  and  the  borrower,  and  holj  writ  has 
to!d  aa  which  of  these  categories  will  be  mas' 
ter  of  the  other.  Bat  enppose  thej^  agree  lo 
drop  rivalrj,  and  unite  their  reeoarces.  Sup- 
pose they  combine,  and  make  a  push  for  politi- 
cal power :  how  great  ii  the  mischief  which 
thef  may  not  accomplish !  But,  on  this  head, 
T  wish  to  use  the  langn^e  of  one  of  the  brizht' 
est  patriots  of  Great  Britain;  one  who  has 
shown  himself^  in  these  modern  days,  to  be 
the  worthy  suoceesor  of  those  old  iron  barons 
whose  patriotism  ooromanded  the  unpurchase- 
able eiilogiura  of  the  elder  Fitt.  1  spMk  of  Bir 
William  Polieney,  and  his  speech  against  the 
Bank  of  England,  in  1767. 

Thkbpeecq — ExtraeL — "I  have  said  enough  to 
show  that  OoTemmcDt  hu  been  rendered  depend- 
ent on  the  bank,  and  more  particuUrly  so  In  cbe 
time  of  war ;  and  though  the  bank  bis  not  yet 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  ambitious  men,  yet  it  is  ev- 
jdeat  that  it  might,  in  such  hands,  aaiome  a  poirer 
snfficient  to  contTD]  and  averawe,  not  only  the  min- 
isters, butkinfc,  lords,  and  commons.  ■  •  ■  ■ 
Aa  the  bank  has  thus  become  dangerous  to  Gov- 
erament,  U  might,  on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting 
with  an  ambitious  minisier,  become  the  means  ^ 
establishing  a  fonrth  estate,  sufficient  to  involve 
this  nation  in  irretrievable  slavery,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  dreBded  as  much  as  a  certam  £ast  India 
bill  vas  justly  dreaded,  at  a  period  not  very  remote. 
I  witi  not  say  that  the  present  minister,  (the  younger 
Pitt,)  by  endeavoring,  at  this  cri«s,ta  take  the  Banic 
of  Baglaod  onder  bis  protection,  can  have  any  view 
to  mwke  use,  hereafter,  of  that  engine  to  perpetuate 
his  own  power,  and  to  enable  him  to  domineer  over 
our  consiitution :  if  that  could  be  supposed,  it 
would  only  show  that  men  can  entertain  a  very  dif- 
ferent train  of  ideas,  when  endeavoring  to  overset  a 
rival,  from  what  occurs  to  them  wben  Intending  to 
sepport  and  fix  themselves.  Uy  object  is  to  secnre 
the  country  against  all  risk  either  from  the  bank  u 
opposed  to  Government,  or  as  the  engine  of  am- 
bitious men." 


bank.    I  wish  to  provide  agunst  it6  friendship, 
M  well  M  iu  enmity — agomst  all  danger  from 


its  hug,  as  well  as  from  its  blow,  I  wish  to 
provide  agunst  all  risk,  and  every  hazard;  fbr, 
if  this  ri^  and  hazard  were  too  great  to  bo  en- 
countered by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in 
Great  Britain,  they  must  oertainly  be  too  great 
to  be  enconntered  by  the  pet^le  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  hnt  oommons  alone. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partoers. — Thia 
Ur.  President,  will  t>e  a  strange  story  to  he  told 
in  the  West  The  downrixht  and  upright  peo- 
ple of  that  unsophisticated  region  believe  that 
words  mean  what  they  ugnify,  and  that  "the 
Bulk  of  the  United  SUtea  "  is  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  How  great  then  must  be  their 
astonishment  to  leant  that  this  l)elief  is  a  false 
conception,  and  that  this  bank  (its  whole  name 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding)  is  just  as 
much  the  bank  of  foreigners  ss  it  is  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  Hera  I  would  like  to  have 
the  proof — a  list  of  the  names  and  nations,  to 
establisli  this  almost  incredible  fact  But  I 
have  no  acoess  except  to  public  documents,  and 
from  one  of  these  I  learn  as  mooh  as  will 
answer  the  present  pinch.  It  is  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  last  seeuon 
of  Congress.  That  report  admita  that  foreign- 
ers own  seven  millions  of  the  stock  of  Uils 
bank ;  and  everybody  knows  that  the  Pederal 
Government  owns  seven  millions  also. 

Tlins  it  is  proved  that  foreigners  are  as  deep- 
Iv  interested  in  this  bank  as  the  United 
States  itself.  In  the  event  of  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  they  will  be  much  more  deeply 
interested  than  at  present;  for  a  pro^>eot  of  a 
rise  in  the  stock  to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
the  unsettled  stato  of  things  in  Europe,  will  in- 
doce  them  to  make  great  investments.  It  is  to 
no  purpose  to  say  that  the  foreign  stockholden 
cannot  be  voters  or  directors.  The  answer  to 
that  su^^estiou  is  this:  the  foreigners  have  the 
money ;  they  pay  down  the  cash,  and  want  no 
ftoflommodations ;  they  are  lenders,  not  borrow- 
ers ;  and  in  a  graat  moneyed  institution  such 
stockholders  must  have  the  greatest  inflneuoe. 
The  name  of  this  bank  is  a  deception  upon  the 
public.  It  is  not  the  bank  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, aa  its  name  would  import,  nor  of  the 
States  which  compose  this  Union ;  bat  chiefly 
of  private  individuals,  fordgners  as  well  sa 
natives,  denizens,  and  naturalized  subjects. 
They  own  tweDty.«ight  millions  of  the  stoclL 
the  Federal  Government  but  seven  millions,  and 
these  seven  are  predsely  bslanoed  by  the  stock  of 
the  aliens.  The  Federal  Government  and  the 
alienaare  equal,  owning  one-fifth  each;  and  there 
would  be  as  much  truth  in  calling  it  the  English 
Bank  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now 
mark  a  few  of  the  privileges  which  thb  charter 
gives  to  these  foreigners.  To  be  landholders,  ia 
defiance  of  the  State  laws,  which  forbid  oliena 
to  hold  land ;  to  be  landlords  by  incorporati<», 
and  to  bold  American  citizens  for  tenante;  to 
hold  lands  in  mortmain;  to  be  pawnbroker* 
and  merchants  by  incorporation ;  to  pay  the 
revenae  of  the  United  States  in  their  own 
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Botes ;  in  short,  to  do  every  thing  whioli  I  have 
endesTorad  to  point  ont  in  tbe  long  and  hida- 
ona  list  of  ezclnalve  privijegee  granted  to  this 
bant.  If  I  have  shown  it  to  be  dangerooB  for 
the  United  States  to  be  in  partnership  with  ita 
(iwn  citizens,  bow  much  stronger  in  not  the 
■rgnment  againit  a  partnership  with  foreign- 
ers! What  a  prospect  for  loaoa  wheu  at  war 
with  a  foreign  power,  and  the  sabjects  of  that 
power  large  owners  of  the  bank  berei,  from 
which  alone,  or  from  banks  liable  to  be  deetror- 
ed  bf  iV?^  C)  obtain  money  to  carry  on  the 
war  I  What  a  state  of  tbinga,  it  in  the  di- 
vision of  political  parties,  one  of  these  parties, 
and  the  fbreiguera,  ooalesoing,  should;  hare 
tbe  ezcliudTe  control  of  all  the  money  in  the 
Union,  and,  in  addition  to  tbe  money,  ahonld 
have  bodies  of  debtors,  tenants,  and  bank  offl- 
oers  stationed  in  all  the  Statee,  with  a  enpreme 
and  irresponsible  gjatem  of  centralism  to  diirect 
the  whole  I  Dangers  from  anch  oootingenciea 
are  too  ereat  and  obviona  to  be  insisted  upon. 
They  strike  the  common  sense  of  all  mankind, 
and  were  powerful  oon^derations  for  tbe  old 
whig  repnblioans  for  the  non-renewal  of  the 
cha^r  of  ITDl.  Mr.  JeSerson  and  tbe  whig 
repnblicans  staked  their  political  existence  on 
tbe  non-renewal  of  that  charter.  They  snc- 
ceeded;  and,  by  ancoeeding,  prevented  the 
conntry  from  being  Iwd  at  the  mercy  of  British 
and  olbfii  federalists  for  fimda  to  oany  on  the 
last  war.  It  is  stud  the  United  States  lost  forty 
millions  by  n^i^  depreciated  currency  during 
the  last  war.  lliat,  probably,  is  a  mistake  of 
one-half.  Bnt  be  it  so  I  For  what  are  forty 
millions  compared  to  tiie  loss  of  tbe  war  itself 
— compared  to  the  min  and  infamy  of  having 
flie  Government  arrested  for  want  of  money — 
stopped  and  paralyzed  bythe  reception  of  snch 
a  note  as  tbe  yonnger  Pitt  received  from  the 
Bank  of  England  in  1796 1 

11.  Exemption  from  due  conrse  of  law  for 
violations  of  its  charter. — This  is  a  privilege 
vhieh  affects  the  administration  of  justice,  and 
stands  withont  example  in  the  annals  of  repub- 
lican legislation.  In  the  case  of  all  other  delin- 
quents, whether  persona  or  oorporations,  the 
lairs  take  their  eouree  against  those  who  offend 
tiiem.  It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  to  set 
the  laws  in  motion  agtunst  every  offender;  and 
it  u  the  constitation  of  tbe  law,  when  set  in 
motion,  to  work  through,  like  a  machine,  re- 
gardless of  powers  and  principalities,  and  cut- 
ting  down  the  guilty  which  may  stand  in  its 
way.  Xot  BO  m  tbe  case  of  this  bank.  In  its 
behalf  tihere  are  barriers  erected  between  the 
oittien  and  his  oppressor,  between  the  wrong 
and  the  remedy,  between  tiie  law  and  the  of- 
fender. Instead  of  a  right  to  ane  ont  a  leirt 
/aeias  or  a  7110  warrttnto,  tiie  injured  citizen, 
with  an  hnmble  petition  in  his  ha^d,  mnat  re- 
pair to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
Congress,  and  crave  their  leave  to  do  so.  If 
leave  is  denied,  (and  denied  it  will  be  when- 
ettr  the  bank  bos  a  pecoliar  friend  in  tbe  Pres- 
ident, or  a  minority  of  such  friends  in  Congress, 


be  snstuned,)  be  can  proceed  no  fnrther.  Tbe 
machinery  of  the  law  oannot  be  set  in  motion, 
and  the  great  offender  laughs  from  behind  his 
barrier  at  the  impotent  resentment  of  its  helple^ 
victim.  Thns  Uie  bank,  for  the  plainest  viola- 
tions of  its  charter,  and  the  greatest  oppressiona 
of  the  citizen,  may  escape  the  pursuit  of  Justice. 
Thus  the  administration  of  Justice  is  subject  to 
be  strangled  in  its  birth  for  the  shelter  and 
protection  of  this  bank.  Bnt  this  is  not  all. 
Another  and  most  alarming  mischief  results 
from    the   same  extraordinary  privilege.     It 

SIves  tbe  bank  a  direct  interest  in  the  Presi- 
sntial  and  Oongressional  elections :  it  gives  it 
need  for  friends  in  Congress  and  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair.  Its  fate,  its  very  existence,  may 
often  depend  npon  the  frienddiip  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Oongrese;  and,  in  anch  cases,  it  ia 
not  in  human  nature  to  avoid  using  the  im- 
mense means  in  the  bands  of  the  biak  to  in- 
fluence the  elections  of  these  officers.  Take 
the  existing  fact— the  case  to  which  I  alloded 
at  the  commencement  of  this  speech.  There  ia 
a  case  made  out,  ripe  with  Judicial  evidence, 
and  big  with  tbe  fiite  of  tbe  bank.  It  is  a  case 
of  nsnry  at  the  rate  of  forty-ux  per  cent,  in 
violation  of  the  charter,  which  only  admits  an 
interest  of  six.  The  faot«  were  admitted,  in 
the  conrt  below,  by  the  bank's  demurrer ;  the 
taw  was  decided,  in  the  court  above,  by  tbe 
supreme  Jndgee.  The  admisuon  concludes  the 
facts ;  tbe  decision  oonclndes  tbe  law.  The 
forfeiture  of  the  charter  is  established ;  tbe  for- 
feiture is  incurred ;  the  application  of  the  for- 
feiture alone  is  wanting  to  put  an  end  to  the 
institution.  An  impartial  President  or  Con- 
gress might  let  the  law«  take  their  conrse ; 
those  of  a  different  temper  might  interpose 
their  veto.  What  a  crisis  for  the  bankl  It 
beholds  the  sword  of  Damocles  suspended  over- 
its  head  1  What  an  interest  fti  keeping  those 
away  who  might  suffer  the  hair  to  be  cut. 

IS.  Tohaveallthesennjustprivilegegeecured 
to  the  corporators  as  a  monopoly  by  a  pledge  of 
the  public  fiiith  to  charter  no  other  bank. — 
This  is  the  most  hideous  feature  in  the  whole 
mass  of  deformity.  If  these  banks  are  bene- 
ficial institntions,  why  not  several)  one,  at 
least,  and  each  independent  of  the  other,  to 
each  great  section  of  the  Union  ?  If  malignant, 
why  create  one!  The  restriction  constltntes 
the  monopoly,  and  renders  more  invidions  what 
was  sofflciently  hateful  in  itsel£  It  is,  indeed,  a 
double  monopoly,  le^slative  as  well  as  bank- 
ing ;  for  the  Oongress  of  1816  monopolized  the 
power  to  nant  these  monopolies.  It  has  tied 
up  the  hands  of  its  snccesBors ;  and  if  this  can 
be  done  on  one  subject,  and  for  twenty  years, 
why  not  upon  all  subjecU,  and  for  all  time? 
Here  is  the  form  of  words  which  operate  thia 
double  ensTOssment  of  our  rights :  "  No  other 
bank  shaU  be  established  by  any  future  law  of 
Congress  during  tbe  coatinuMioe  c^  tbe  corpo- 
ration hereby  enacted,  for  which  the  &ith  of 
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Ooiureaa  ia  hereb;  pledged ; "  with  a  proviso 
for  Uie  Bistrict  of  'Colombia.  And  that  no  in- 
oideot  might  be  wanting  to  complete  t^e  title 
of  this  charter,  to  the  utter  reprobation  of  whig 
npubhcana,  this  componnd  monopolj,  and  the 
Tery  form  of  words  in  which  it  ia  conceived,  is 
oopied  from  the  chart«r  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land I~not  the  charter  of  William  and  Uarj,  aa 
granted  in  1694,  (for  the  Bill  of  lUgbts  was 
then  fresh  in  the  memories  of  Englishmen,)  but 
fhe  charter  as  amended,  and  that  for  money,  in 
the  memorable  reign  of  Qneea  Anne,  when  a 
torj  Qaeen,  a  torf  Mii^str}',  and  a  torj  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  apostle  of  tor^ism,  in  the  peraon 
of  Br.  Sacheverell,  with  bis  sermons  of  divine 
right,  passive  obedience,  and  non-resistance, 
were  riding  and  ruling  over  the  prostrate  liber- 
ties of  England  1  This  ia  the  predons  period, 
and  these  the  Boble  anthors,  traoi  which  the 
idea  was  borrowed,  and  the  very  form  of  words 
copied,  which  now  figure  in  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  coSBtitittiag  that 
double  monopoly,  which  restricts  at  once  the 
powers  of  CoDgrass  and  the  rights  of  the  citi- 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  ohief  of  the  ex- 
dnsive  privil^^  which  constitute  the  monop- 
oly of  iha  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
spoken  of  them,  not  as  they  deserved,  but  as 
my  abilities  have  permitted.  I  have  shown 
von  that  they  are  not  only  evil  in  themselves, 
ont  copied  from  an  evil  example.  I  now  wish 
to  show  yon  that  the  Government  from  which 
we  have  made  this  copy  has  condemned  the 
original ;  and,  aftier  showing  this  fact,  I  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  appeal,  with  sensible  efiect, 
to  all  liberal  mind^to  follow  the  enlightened 
example  of  Great  Britain  in  getting  rid  of  a 
dangerous  and  invidious  institution,  after  hav- 
ing followed  her  pernicious  example  in  assum- 
ing it.  For  this  purpose,  I  will  nave  recourse 
to  proof^  and  wiU  read  fi-om  British  state  papers 
of  1826.  I  will  read  eitracta  from  the  corre- 
BpoDdencebetweenEarlLiverpooIgPirst  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Vr.  Robinson,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the  Qovemor 
and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England 
oQ  the  other ;  the  subject  being  the  renewal, 
or  rather  non-renewal,  of  the  charter  of  tlie 
Bank  of  England. 
Cofiuiaaiicaliinufnttn  th»  Flrit  Lord  cflht  Treanry 


"  The  fkllures  which  have  occurred  In  England, 
nniwconipaDied  its  they  have  been  by  the  same  oc- 
cuirencos  in  Scotland,  tend  to  prove  ttiat  there 
must  have  been  an  unaolid  and  delusive  system  of 
banking  in  oae  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  solid 
and  substantial  ooe  in  the  olher.  ■  ■  *  *  In 
BcoUand,  there  are  not  more  than  thirty  banks, 
(three  chartered,)  and  these  banks  have  stood  firm 
amidst  all  the  convulsions  in  the  money  market  in 
England,  and  amidst  all  the  distresses  to  vbicb  the 
maaufftcCuring  and  agricultural  iulerests  in  Scot- 
hind,  as  well  as  in  England,  have  occadooally  been 


sul^ect.  Banks  of  this  deacripCion  must  necCMuily 
be  conducted  Dpon  the  ReneraUj  understood  and 
approvedprinciples  of  banking.  *  ■'■  •  The 
Bank  of  England  may,  perhaps,  propose,  as  they  did 
upon  a  former  occa^on,  the  eitensioa  of  the  term 
of  their  eicluslve  privilege,  as  to  the  metropolis  ai 


sive  privileges.]    It  woold  be  very  moch  ti 
gretted  that  they  should  require  any  such  condition. 

•  •  •  •  It  is  obvions,  from  what  passed  he- 
fore,  that  Pariiament  will  never  agree  to  it.     *    * 

•  •  Such  privileges  are  out  of  iashiou ;  and  wlial 
expectation  can  the  bank,  under  present  circam- 
staoces,  entertain  that  theirs  will  be  renewedT" — 
Jan.  18. 

.^anwr  of  the  Cmtrl  of  Dvtcton. — Eztraet. 
"  Under  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Conrt  of 
Directors  find  themselves  with  respect  to  the  death 
n[  the  bank,  and  the  effect  which  they  may  have  on 
the  interests  of  the  bank,  this  court  cannot  fed 
themselves  justified  in  recommending  to  the  pro- 
prietors to  give  up  the  pririlege  wh^  they  now 
enjoy,  saocaoaed  and  confirmed  as  it  la  by  the 
solemn  acts  of  the  Legislatore." — Jan.  SO. 

B^eondeonmamieationfrointbe  Itinitteri. — Retract 

"The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  ChanceUor  i 

of  the  Exchequer  have  courideied  the  ansver  of  the 
bank  of  the  SOth  instant.  They  cannot  but  regret 
that  the  Court  of  Directors  should  have  declined  to  | 

recommend  to  the  Court  of  Proprietors  the  consid.  I 

eration  of  the  paper  delivered  by  the  First  Lord  at         ' 
Che  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer 
to  the  Oovemor  aud  Deputy  Governor  on  the  Ig^i 
instant.    The  Btatoment  contained  in  that  paper  ap.  I 

peus  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chao- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  so  full  and  eipUcit  on  all         I 
the  points  to  which  it  related,  that  they  have  noth- 
ing further  to  add,  although  they  would  tuve  beea,  | 
and  still  are,  ready  to  answer,  as  far  as  possible,  any 
specific  questions  which  might  be  put,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Court         : 
of  Directors  state  themselves  to  be  with  respect  to         ' 
the  details  of  the  plan  suggeaied  in  that  paper." —         ' 
Jan.  S8. 

Beeond  onnwr  of  the  Bmth^Sxtract. 

"The  Committee  of  Treasury  [bank!  having  taken 
into  conaideration  ths  paper  receired&om  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, dated  January  Z8d,  aud  finding  that  Bis 
Majesty  B  mioistera  peraevere  in  their  desire  to  pro- 
pose to  restrict  immetUately  the  eiclurive  privilege 
of  the  bank,  as  to  the  number  of  partners  engaged 
in  banking  to  a  certain  distance  from  the  Metropo- 
lis, and  also  continue  to  be  of  opinion  that  Faiha- 
ment  would  not  consent  to  renew  the  pririlege  at 
the  expiration  of  the  period  of  their  present  charter; 
finding,  also,  that  the  proposal  by  the  bank  of  estab- 
lishing branch  banks  is  deemed  by  His  Majesty's 
ministers  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  country, 
are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  deedrable  for  this 
corporation  to  propose,  as  a  baris,  the  act  of  fith  of 
George  the  Fourth,  which  slates  the  conditions  oa 
which  the  Bank  of  Ireland  relinquished  its  eicluaiTa 
privileges;  this  corporation  waiving  the  question  of 
a  prolongation  of  time,  although  the  cotnmittee  [of 
the  bank]  cannot  agree  in  the  0[Hnion  of  the  Elrfl 
Lord  of  the  Treaauiy  and  th«  Chancellor  of  the  ]!x> 
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elwqaer,  that  tbe;  are  not  making  a  coneiderable 
nujiifice,  adTCrluig  eipecIsU;  to  the  Bank  of  Irelaad 
nmuniDg  id  posseaaioii  of  that  pririlege  Bve  jeua 
longer  than  the  Bank  of  England." — Jon,  SS. 
Here,  Hr.  Preaident,  is  tbe  end  of  sU  the 


a  iong  the  hanghty  tyrant  of  the 
DKXiejed  world — so  long  the  Bubaidizer  of 
Com  and  Uinisters— so  long  the  frnitfnl  moth- 
er iH  national  debt  and  OMiess  wars — so  long 
die  prolific  manafactory  of  nabobs  and  panpera 
—so  long  the  dread  diotator  of  its  own  t«rnis  to 
Pariiament — now  droops  the  conquered  wing, 
lowers  iu  proad  crest,  and  qnails  nnder  the 
blows  of  its  late  despised  assdlanta.  It  first 
pals  on  a  eonrageoos  air,  and  takes  a  stand 
upon  privilegeA  sanotioned  by  time,  and  eon' 
finned  by  soleom  acts.  Seeing  that  tlie  Uinis- 
ters  oonld  haretfio  more  to  say  to  men  who 
Tcnild  talk  of  privileges  in  the  nineteenth  oen- 
Imy,  and  being  reminded  that  Parliament  was 
inexorable,  the  bnlly  suddenly  degenerates 
into  the  craven,  and,  from  showing  fight,  calls 
fer  anarter.  The  directors  condescend  to  beg 
&r  tne  smallest  remnant  of  tlieir  former  power, 
fcr  five  yenrs  only;  for  the  oity  of  London 
STen;  and  offer  to  send  branches  into  all  qnsr- 
Xan.  Denied  at  every  point,  the  snbdned  ty- 
rant aoqniescea  in  his  fat&  aononnces  his  snb- 
minion  to  tb«  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the 
age ;  and  qaietly  sinks  down  into  the  hnmble, 
Mt  ssA  bmI  DMfol,  ocmdition  of  a  Scottish  pro- 
Tlnria)  bank. 

And  here  it  is  profitable  to  panse;  to  look 
back,  and  see  by  what  means  this  ancient  and 
powerful  institntion — this  Babylon  of  the  hank- 
ing world—was  bo  anddenly  and  so  totally  pros- 
vbUA.  Who  did  it!  And  with  what  weap- 
Mist  Sir,  it  was  done  by  that  power  which  is 
now  r^crUating  the  afftdrs  oi  the  civilized 
worid.    It  was  done  by  the  power  of  public 

rkn,  invoked  by  the  working  members  of 
British  Parliament.  It  was  done  by  Bit 
Beniy  Pamell,  who  led  the  attack  upon  tjie 
WfJlington  JCnistry  on  the  night  of  tie  16th 
of  Sovember:  by  Sir  William  PnJteney,  Mr, 
Grenfel,  Mr.  Htmie,  Mr,  Edward  Ellice.  and 
etlwn,  the  working  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  such  as  had,  a  few  years  before, 
ererthrown  the  gigantic  oppressions  of  the  salt 
tax.  These  are  tne  men  who  have  overthrown 
tba  Bank  of  England.  They  began  the  attack 
ia  18M,  vaAae  the  disoonraging  cry  of  too  soon, 
too  soon — for  tbe  charter  had  tnen  nine  years  to 
nm!  and  ended  with  showing  that  they  liad  began 
jiM  BO(Hi  enough.  They  b^:an  with  the  Minis- 
ten  in  their  f^nt,  on  the  side  of  the  basic,  and 
ended  with  having  them  on  their  own  side,  and 
making  them  co-operators  in  the  attack,  and 
the  iostnunents  and  inflicters  of  the  fatal  and 
ftul  blow.  But  let  us  do  Jnstice  to  these  Min- 
iiters.  Tliongh  wrong  in  the  beginning,  they  \ 
were  ruht  in  the  end ;  though  monarchists,  j 
tbey  behaved  like  republicans.  They  were  not 
Eka  Pot^naci.     They  yielded  to  the  int«Ui-  I 


genoe  pf  the  age ;  they  yielded  to  the  spirit 
which  proscribes  monopolies  and  privileges, 
and  in  their  correspondence  with  the  bank  di- 
rectors, spoke  truth  and  reason,  and  asserted 
liberal  principles,  with  a  point  and  power  which 
quickly  put  an  end  to  osjigerous  and  obsolete 
pretensions.  They  told  the  bank  tlie  mortify- 
ing^ truths,  that  ita  system  was  misolid  and  de- 
lusive— that  its  privileges  and  monopoly  were 
out  of  fashion — that  they  could  not  be  prolonged 
for  five  years  even — nor  suffered  to  exist  in 
London  alone ;  and,  what  was  still  more  cut- 
ting, that  the  banks  of  Scotland,  which  bad  no 
monopoly,  no  privilege,  no  connection  with  the 
Government,  which  pdd  interest  on  deposits, 
and  whose  stockholders  were  responsible  to  the 
amount  of  their  shares — were  the  solid  and 
substantial  banks,  which  alone  the  public  in- 
terest oould  hereafter  recognize.  They  did  their 
business,  when  they  undertook  it,  like  true 
men ;  aud^  in  the  single  phrase,  out  of  fashion- 
achieved  the  most  powerful  combinatjon  of  solid 
argument,  and  contemptuona  sarcasm,  that 
ever  was  compressed  into  two  words.  It  is  a 
phrase  of  electrics^  power  over  the  senses  and 
passions.  It  throws  back  the  mind  to  the 
reigns  of  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts — the  terma- 
gant Elinabetb  and  the  pedagogue  James — and 
rouses  within  ns  all  the  shame  and  rage  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  feel  at  tlie  view  of 
the  scandalons  sales  of  privileges  and  monopo- 
lies which  were  the  disgrace  and  oppression  of 
these  wretched  times.  Out  foafaion!  Yes; 
even  in  England,  the  land  of  their  early  birth, 
and  late  prot«ction.  And  shall  they  remain  !n 
fashion  here  t  Shall  republicanism  continue  to 
wear,  in  America,  the  antique  costume  which 
the  doughty  champions  of  antiquated  fashion 
have  been  compelled  to  doff  in  England  ?  Shall 
English  lords  and  ladies  continue  to  find,  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  unjust  and 
odious  privileges  which  tbey  can  no  longer  find 
'-  the  Bank  of  England?    Shall  the  copy  snr- 

-e  here  after  the  original  has  been  destroyed 
there  f  Shall  the  young  whelp  triumph  in 
America,  aR«r  the  old  lion  has  been  throttled 
and  strangled  in  England f  No  I  never]  The 
thing  is  impossible!  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  dies,  as  the  Bank  of  England  dies,  in  all 
its  odious  points,  upon  the  limitation  of  its 
charter;  and  the  only  circumstance  of  regret 
is,  that  the  generous  deliverance  is  to  take  ef- 
fect two  years  earlier  in  the  British  monarchy 
than  in  the  American  republic. 

One  word,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  upon  an  incidental 
topic.  It  is  shown  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  tiallen  five  per  oenL 
in  consequence  of  the  opinions  disclosed  in  the 
President's  Mesaagea;  and,  thereupon,  a  com- 
plaint is  preferred  against  Ibe  President  for  de- 
preciating the  property  of  innocent  and  onof- 
fbnding  people.  I  made  a  remark  upon  this . 
complaint  in  the  beginning  of  my  speech,  and 
now  have  a  word  more  to  bestow  upon  it,  I 
wish  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  the  Amerioaa 
stockholders  with  that  of  the  Bank  of  i 
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nve  ponnda,  in  the  ah&re,    B&nk  of  England 
stock,  in  conseonencB  of  Earl  Liverpool' 


an,  and  of  the  debates  in  Parliament, 
has  fallen  from  S88  to  203 ;  eqnal  to  a  loss  of 
(16S  in  ererj  ahare.  This  is  something  more 
tiiiati  %S.  Yet  T  have  ttever  heard  that  Earl 
IJverpool,  or  any  member  of  Parliament  has 
iKen  called  to  acooant  for  producing  this  de- 
preciation. It  wonld  seem  that  the  lihertj  of 
speech,  and  the  rights  of  dieonssion,  in  Great 
Britun,  extended  to  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of 
England ;  and  that  Ministers  and  l^slators 
were  safe  in  handling  it  like  any  other  snt^ect 

Fonrthlj.  I  object  l£r.  President,  to  the 
renewal  of  the  bo^  charter,  beoaose  this  bank 
is  an  institntion  too  oostlj  and  expenure  for 
the  American  people  to  keep  np. 

Let  no  one  cavil  at  this  head  of  objection, 
under  the  belief  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  supports  itself  lite  the  hibernal  bear,  by 
mcking  its  own  paws ;  <3\  that  it  derives  its 
revennes,  as  a  spider  spins  its  web,  from  the 
recesses  of  its  own  abdomen.  Bnoh  a  belief 
wonld  he  essentiall;  erroneons,  and  highly  un- 
becoming the  intelligence  of  the  nineteenth 
centary.  The  fact  is,  that  the  bank  lives  upon 
the  people ;  that  all  its  expenses  are  made  out 
of  the  people ;  all  its  profits  derived  from,  and 
all  its  losses  reimbursed  by,  them.  This  is  the 
naked  trnth ;  by  consequence  every  shilling 
held,  or  issned,  by  the  bajik,  over  and  above 
the  capital  stock,  is  a  tax  upon  the  people; 
and,  as  snch,  I  shall  look  into  the  amount  of 
the  levy,  and  prove  it  to  be  too  great  for  the 
people  to  bear  any  longer. 

In.  the  first  place,  we  have  the  direct  expenses 
of  the  bank,  tbe  actual  cost  of  its  annual  ad- 
ministration. These  expenses  are  returned  at 
$372,000  for  the  year  1830 ;  and,  assuming  that 
Bom  for  an  average,  the  total  cost  of  the  aomin- 
iatration  for  twenty  years  will  be  about  seven 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Tbe  enormity 
of  this  snm  must  strike  every  mind ;  bnt,  to 
judge  it  accurately,  let  us  compare  it  to  the  ex- 
penses of  some  known  establishment.  I^et  ns 
take  the  civil  list  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
the  first  term  of  President  Washington's  admin- 
istration. Resorting  to  this  standard,  I  find 
the  expenditure  of  this  branch  of  the  Qovem- 
Bienttobe:  for  1793,  ^81,000;  for'98,  |858,- 
000;  for '94,  $441,000;  for '95,  $861,000;  pre- 
senting an  annnal  average  of$S86,000;  which  is 
bnt  a  trifle  over  the  bank  expenditure  for  18B0. 
Now,  what  were  the  heads  of  expenditure  in- 
cluded in  the  civil  list  at  the  period  referred 
to  ?  They  were  the  salaries  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President ;  the  salaries  of  all  tbe  Sec- 
retaries, their  clerks  and  messengers,  and  tbe 
purchase  of  tbe  paraphernalia  of  all  their  of- 
fices ;  compensation  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  the  disoharge  of  every  attendant  expont^ ; 
salaries  to  all  the  federal  Judges,  their  marshals 


and  district  attomeya,  and  the  cost  of  their 
court  rooms ;  tbe  expense  of  missions  abroad, 
and  of  territorial  governments  at  home.  These 
were  the  items  of  the  civil  list;  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  expenditure  of  the  administra- 
tioa  for  all  objects,  except  the  army ;  there 
being  at  that  time  no  navy.  The  a^iuistra- 
tion  of  the  bank,  therefore,  actually  involves  an 
expenditure,  rivalling  that  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment in  1792  '08,  '94,  and  '96 ;  omitting  the 
single  item  of  the  army,  which  was  then  on  a 
war  establishment.  The  next  item  of  hank  tax 
is  that  of  tbe  profits,  in  the  shape  of  annual 
dividends.  These  profits  are  now  seven  per 
cent. ;  but  have  been  leas ;  and  at  one  time, 
owing  to  an  explorion  produced  by  stock  job* 
bing,  were  nothing.  Assuming  six  per  cent. 
for  tjie  average  of  twenty  years,  and  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  $43,000,000.  In  the  third  place, 
the  contingent  fund,  reserved  to  cover  losses, 
is  near  6,000,000  dollars.  Fourthly,  the  real 
estate,  including  banking  houses,  is  above 
4,000,000  dollars.  Fifthly,  hmu*  reimbursed  to 
the  bank,  is  1,600,000.  Sixthly,  the  interest 
on  the  public  depouts,  which  the  bank  wae 
receiving  from  the  United  States  or  individuals, 
while  the  United  States  were  paying  interest 
on  the  same  amount  to  the  hank  or  to  others, 
was  six  millions  of  dollars  on  the  standing  de- 
posit of  about  five  millions.  The  a^regate  ia 
sixty-six  millions  of  dollars ;  to  say  nothing  of 
the  profit  on  the  stock  itself  which  b  now 
twenty-six  per  cent,  e^ual  to  $9,000,000  addi- 
tion to  tbe  original  capital.  The  annual  aver- 
age of  this  Bf^renate  levy  of  sixty-six  millions, 
is  above  three  millions  andaquarter  of  dollars; 
being  very  nearly  as  mnch  as  the  whole  expen- 
diture of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  second 
year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  which  was 
but  8,737,000,  dollars,  the  army  included,  and 
the  navy  also,  which  had  then  sprung  into  ex- 
istence. Will  senators  reflect  upon  tbe  largeneaa 
of  this  levy,  and  consider  how  much  it  adds  to 
the  multiplied  burdens  of  our  complicated  sys- 
tem of  taxation !  I  say  complicated :  for,  under 
bur  duplicate  form  of  Government,  every  citi- 
zen is  many  times  taxed,  and  by  various  an- 
thoritiea.  First,  his  Btate  tax,  then  his  county 
tax,  then  his  corporation  tax,  (if  he  live  in  a 
city,)  den  his  federal  tax,  and,  since  1816,  Lis 
bank  tax.  The  amount  of  each  is  considerable, 
of  the  whole,  is  excesuve ;  of  the  bank  tax,  in 
addition  to  the  others,  intolerable. 

The  direct  tax  of  1798,  which  contributed  so 
much  to  the  overthrow  of  the  men  then  at  the 
head  of  afFoirs,  was  an  inconsiderable  burden 
to  this  bank  levy.  Not  so  much  as  one  million 
was  ever  paid  in  any  one  year  under  the  direct 
tax ;  while  the  annual  levy  of  the  bank  tax  ia 
three  milHons  and  a  quarter.  Tbe  one  is  as 
truly  a  tax  as  the  other,  and  as  certainly  paid 
by  the  people ;  and,  as  the  reduction  of  taxes 
is  now  Uie  policy  of  tbe  country,  I  present  this 
contribution  to  the  federal  bank,  as  the  fit  and 
eminent  item  to  head  and  grace  the  list  of  abo- 
lition.   I  say,  to  head  and  grace  the  listl    For 
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it  [«  a  tax  not  onl;  great  in  itself,  and  levied  to 
Ripport  ■  moat  daoKerooB  and  invidions  institn- 
tirat,  bnt  doubly  and  pacnlurlj  oppresaive  upon 
the  people,  because  no  part  of  it  ia  ever  refoad- 
ed  to  them  in  the  shape  of  beneficent  expendi- 
ture, la  the  ease  of  ereiy  other  tax,  in  all  the 
owtribntiona  levied  for  die  parposes  of  Got- 
emment,  there  is  Rome  alleviatioQ  of  tLhe  bur- 
den— some  restitotioD  of  the  abdnotsd  treasure 
— some  retnm  to  the  people — some  re-infa»oa 
of  strength  into  their  ranks — in  the  cnstomar; 
reimbnraemeQt  of  the  revenne.  The  Qovem- 
ment  nBnallj  pays  it  back,  or  a  portion  of  it 
for  salaries,  services,  and  supplies.  But,  in  the 
caw  of  the  bank  tax,  there  is  nothing  of  this 
rnmbnraement.  The  bank  reftands  nothing ; 
but  all  the  money  it  makes  ont  of  the  people  is 
gon«  from  them  forever.  It  ooea  into  a  comer 
of  tiie  Union,  and  remans  there ;  it  goes  into 
private  hands,  aod  becomes  individnal  prop- 
«rtj.  The  stockholders  divide  it  among  them- 
selveM.  Twioe,  in  every  year,  they  make  the 
division  of  these  modem  tpolia  epitna—tiieaa 
dearest  spoils — not  of  the  enemy's  general  killed 
in  batUe,  bat  of  American  citizens  fleeced  at 
home.  This  is  a  grievoos  a^ravation  of  the 
■moniit  of, the  tax.  It  is  the  a^ravation  whioh 
Tenders  taxation  insopportable.  It  is  "  absentee- 
inn"  in  a  new  and  legalized  form.  It  is  the 
whole  mischief  of  that  system  of  absenteeism, 
vhicb  drains  off  the  wetdth  of  Ireland  to  fer- 
tilise England,  France,  and  Italy,  leaving  Ire- 
Ind  itseu  the  most  distressed  and  ezhanated 
ooonby  in  Europe,  instead  of  remaining,  as 
Qod  created  it,  one  of  the  richest  and  moet 
flonrishing.  Eternal  drawing  ont,  and  no 
Ivinging  hack,  is  a  pronseas  which  no  people,  or 
eoODtry,  can  endnre.  It  is  a  process  which 
voold  exhaust  the  resom'ces  of  natnre  herself. 
The  earth  would  be  deprived  of  its  moisture, 
and  changed  into  a  desert,  if  the  exhalations  of 
the  dsf  did  not  retnm  in  dews  at  night.  The 
vast  Mean  itself  with  all  its  deep  and  bonnd- 
1m(  waters,  wonid  be  sacked  up  and  dried 
Bw^,  if  the  vapors  drawn  np  by  the  stm  did 
not  tana  into  iMonds,  and  descend  in  rain  and 
now.  80  will  any  people  be  exhanBt«d  of  their 
wealth,  no  matter  how  great  that  wealth  may 
be,  whose  miserable  destiny  shall  snbject  them 
to  a  syBt«m  of  taxation  which  is  forever  levy- 
ing, and  never  refunding :  a  system  whose  cry 
it  that  of  the  horse-leech,  more  I  more  I  more  I 
— wfaoee  voioe  is  that  of  the  grave,  give !  give  I 
givel — whose  attribnt*  is  that  of  the  grave  also, 
sever  to  render  bock  I — and,  snob  precisely  is 
Uie  system  of  taxation  to  which  the  people  of 
these  States  are  now  snlyeated  by  the  federal 
bank.. 

Of  the  three  great  divisions,  Ur.  President, 
into  which  this  question  divides  itself  I  have 
tonched  bat  one.  I  have  left  outoacbed  the 
ctKistJtntioaal  difficalty,  and  the  former  mis- 
nuDagement  of  the  bank.  I  have  handled  the 
qoeation  as  if  the  constitutional  anthority  for 
the  bank  was  express,  and  as  if  its  whole  ad- 
miniatration  had  been  free  from  reproach.  I 
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have  looked  to  the  natnre  of  the  institntion 
alone;  ahd,  finding  in  its  very  nature  insur- 
mountable objections  to  its  existence,  1  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  public  good 
requires  the  institntion  to  oeaae.  I  believe  it 
to  be  an  idstitntion  of  too  much  power ;  of 
tendencies  too  dangerous;  of  pri^eges  too 
odionB ;  of  expense  too  enormous,  to  be  safely 
tolerated  under  any  Government  of  free  and 
equal  laws.  Hy  mind  is  made  ap  that  the  pres- 
ent charter  ought  to  be  allowed  to  expire  on 
its  own  limitation ;  and,  that  no  other,  or  eub- 
aeqnent  one,  should  ever  after  be  granted. 
This  is  my  opinion ;  I  may  add,  my  belief;  ioi 
I  have  the  consolation  to  believe  that  the  event 
will  not  deceive  my  hopes. 

I  am  wtlliug  to  see  the  charter  expire,  with- 
out providitig  any  substitute  for  the  present 
bank.  I  am  willing  to  see  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government  left  to  the  hard  money 
mentioned  and  intended  in  the  conatitation ;  i 
am  willing  to  have  a  hard  money  Government, 
as  that  of  Fraooe  has  been  since  the  time  of  m- 
tiffitatt  and  mandaU.  Every  speoiee  of  paper 
might  l>e  left  to  the  State  authorities,  unrecog- 
nized by  the  Federal  Government,  and  only 
touohed  by  it  fur  its  own  convenience  when 
equivalent  to  gold  and  silver.  Snob  a  curren<7 
flued  France  with  the  precious  metals,  when 
England,  with  her  overgrown  bank,  was  a  prey 
to  all  the  evils  of  nnoonvertibte  paper.  It  fur- 
nished money  enough  for  the  imperial  Govern- 
ment when  the  popnlation  of  toe  empire  was 
three  times  more  numerous,  and  the  expenses 
of  Government  twelve  times  greater,  than  the 
population  and  expenses  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  when  France  possessed  no  mines  of  gold 
or  silver,  and  was  destitute  of  the  exports 
which  command  the  specie  of  other  countries. 
The '  United  States  possess  gold  mines,  now 
yielding  half  a  million  per  annam,  with  every 
prospeat  of  eqaalling  those  of  Peru.  But  this 
is  not  the  best  dependence.  We  have  what 
ia  superior  to  mines,  namely,  the  exports  which 
oommaud  the  money  of  the  world ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  food  which  sustains  life,  and  the  raw 
materials  which  sustain  manufactores.  Gold 
and  silver  is  the  beat  currency  for  a  republic ; 
it  suits  the  men  of  middle  property  and  the 
working  people  best ;  and  if  I  was  going  to  es- 
tablish a  working  man's  party,  it  sboula  be  on 
the  basis  of  harci  money;  a  hard  money  party 
against  a  paper  party. 

Mr.  WxBBTXR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  to  grant  leave  for  the  introdno- 
tion  of  the  resolution;  and  the  vote  being  taken, 
was  decided,  without  further  debate,  as  fol- 

Teas. — Ifessrs.  Buniird,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Dickcr«on,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Qrundy,  Hayne,  IredelL 
King,  McKiniey,  Poindeitar,  Sanferd,  Smith  of 
South  CarolinA,  Taxewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Whiter 
Woodbury — 20. 

IfiTB. — Heure.  Barton,  Bell,  Bnmet,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Foot,  f  relinshuyscn,  Hendricks,  Bobnes,  John- 
ston, Enight,  UriDgston,  Haiks,  Noble,  B<^iiis, 


abbidgmem:  of  the 

Dity  on  Abtm  BaU. 


Pott  Offtee 

Ifr.  Obchdt  said,  that,  in  the  Beleot  Oommit' 
tee  appoiated  to  eismins  into  the  oondition  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  a  eeriotu  difference 
of  opinion  existed  in  rdation  to  the  descriptii 
of  testimonj  to  be  brought  before  them ;  and 
that  he,  for  one,  was  nnwilling  that  the  opin- 
ions of  part  of  that  committee  Bhonid  prevail, 
withont  the  ooncairenoe  of  the  Benatft.  He^ 
therefore,  submitted  the  following  res(d.ation : 

SetUvtd,  Tbat  the  Select  Conimittee  appointed 
on  the  IGth  daj  of  Decembec  Itut,  to  inquire  Into 
the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  u-e  not 
authorized  to  call  before  tbem  the  penoos  who  have 
been  dUmisaed  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  aacer- 
taiolng  the  reiaoni  or  causes  of  their  remOTaL 


Tdksdat,  Febrnaiy  8. 
Dvty  on  AHm  Salt. 

Mr.  Burroir  rose  to  ask  leaTe  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  dntj  on  alum  aalt.  He  aaid 
that  thiB  Kind  of  salt  was  not  mannfaclnred  in 
the  United  States^  that  it  was  indispensable  in 
curing  provinona,  and  had  to  be  bought  at 
whatever  price  it  might  cost.  He  said  that  the 
uses  of  salt,  and  the  ii^urj  done  to  the  com- 
munitj  b;^  taxing  it,  bad  commanded  the  Btt«n- 
tion  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  occasioned 
a  committee  to  be  appointed  in  the  year  1818, 
whose  labors  were  a  monument  to  their  honor, 
and  a  title  to  the  gratitade  of  their  country. 
They  had  taken  the  examinations  in  writinK  of 
more  than  seventy  witneeses,  comprehending 
men  of  the  first  character  in  every  walk  of  life, 
of  whom  he  would  mention  Lord  Eenjon,  Sir 
Thomas  Beniard,  Sir  John  Bindair,  Arthnr 
Yomig,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  whose  testimony, 
with  Uie  reports  of  the  committee,  extended  to 
foar  bandred  folio  pages.  He  woold  read  some 
parts  of  their  testimony,  and  believed  that  the 
Senate  wonid  perform  a  great  service  to  the 
American  people  if  they  wonld  direct  a  com- 
mittee to  make  an  abstract  of  the  whole,  and 
publish  some  thousuid  copies  for  distribution 
among  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  then  Degan  to  read  a  part  of  the  ex- 
tracts which  he  had  made,  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  who  made 
several  points  of  order,  one  of  which  was,  that 
Mr.  B.'s  motion  was  not  seconded.  The  Yice 
President  aaid  that  it  was  not  usnal  to  have 
motions  seconded  in  the  Senate ;  that  the  rule 
was  a  formality  which  had  not  been  attended 
to  in  practice;  bat,  if  any  Senator  made  it  a 
point,  the  mle  must  be  enforced.  Mr.  B.  then 
qipealed  to  the  Senators  from  the  touth  of  Ma- 
son and  Dickson's  line  to  furnish  him  a  second. 
Beveral  rose,  and,  observing  among  them  Mr. 
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WooDBTTBT,  of  Kcw  Hampshire,  he  gave  birn 
the  preference,  because  he  was  from  the  iwrtt 
of  Mason  and  Dickson's  line,  and  because  he 
had  been  the  first  to  open  the  campaign  against 
the  salt  tax  several  years  ago.  He  said  that  the 
report  and  speeches  of  the  Senator  from  Kew 
Hampshire  against  the  salt  tax,  wonld  remain 
as  monaments  to  his  honor  when  his  own  poor 
exertions  were  forgotten  ;  and  he  took  pride 
and  pleasure  in  paving  this  tribute  to  him,  and 
making  it  more  fblly  known  in  the  WcEt,  that 
he  was  only  the  follower  of  that  distinguished 
and  patriotic  Senator,  so  joatly  dear  to  the  whig 
republicans  of  all  quarters  of  the  Union,  in  wag- 
ing a  war  of  determined  hostility  against  tbs 
■alt  tax. 

The  other  objeotionB  of  Mr.  Foot  being  dis- 
posed of;  Mr.  B.  went  on  to  read,  or  iXabe,  Ow 
extracts  to  which  he  referred. 

1.  fYomBirJohiiBitietm^trvidmet. — I  was  ones 
at  the  farm  of  a  great  fanner  in  the  Nelherlanda,  a 
Ifr.  Heaselman,  at  Chenoi,  near  Havre,  where  I  was 
surprised  to  see  au  immense  heap  of  Chetfaire  rock 
salt,  which  be  said  he  found  of  ihe  grealest  nse  for 
his  Btock.  He  said,  first.  Hut,  by  allowing  hii 
sheep  to  lick  it,  the  rot  was  eflectnilly  prevented ; 
secondly,  that  his  cattle,  to  whom  he  gave  lumps  of 
It  to  lick,  were  thereby  protected  from  tarecdooi 
disorders;  and  the  cows  being  thus  rendered  more 
healthy,  and  being  induced  to  take  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  I  saw  luin|ia 
of  ttus  salt,  to  which  the  cows  had  access,  in  the 
place  where  they  were  kept.  He  also  said,  that  a 
small  quantity  pounded  was  found  very  beneCciil 
to  the  horsee  when  new  oats  were  given  them,  if 
the  oals  were  at  all  moist.     •    •    •    He 


gavet 
great  lumps,  tbat  they  (the  cattle)  night  lick  when 
they  chose.  •  •  >  One  of  the  most  important 
uses  of  salt,  aa  connected  with  agriculture,  la,  that 
it  preserves  teed,  when  sown,  fVom  the  attacks  of 

from  Sweden,  by  Baron  Schulti,  he  says,  the  bH 
destrojrs  the  different  sort  of  worms  found  in  the 
bodies  of  sheep,  bat  in  particular  the  liver  woraa. 


!.  Ar&ur   Young't    Tiitinumy, — Did  you  ever 

try  salt  in  the  feeding  of  your  cattle  f 

Yes;  but  chiefly  with  sheep;  and  I  found  the 
sheep  astonishltigty  fond  of  !t. 

Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  benefieia]  in  pre- 
venting the  rot  in  sheepT 
I  found  it  BO  in  the  years  when  my  neighbors' 
leep  were  generally  affected  with  the  rot ;  my 
dieep  escaped,  aod  my  land  was  quite  as  wet  as 
my  neighbors'. 

Do  you  think,  considering  the  advaetages  In 

health,  fattening,  and  the  power  of  using  inferior 

food  in  the  feeding  of  cattle  and  stock  In  general, 

tliat  the  free  use  of  salt  wonld  be  au  advantage 

inlvaleot  to  seven  sbilhnes  a  head  to  the  farmerf 

I  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  deal 

ore.     I  think  it  Is  iuvajuable.     In  short,  let  my 

answer  be  what  it  woidd,  it  wonld  be  under  the  marit 

Dr.  Young  then  gave  hie  opinion  that  the 
stock  in  England  would  be  increased  in  value 
above  three  millions  sterling,  nearlj  fifteen 
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millioiu  of  doUai^  hj  the  fAe  nae  of  salt    H* 
estimated  the  stock  in  Engknd  to  be — 

Horsea,  .        .      1,000,000  bead. 

CUtU,         .        .        .      4,900,000  do. 

Bbeep,         .        .        .    80,000,000  do. 


a/ At  cattU  ofOu  Son.  Mr.  Ourveti, 

This  depooeat  begui  to  giTC  ostt  to  the  cattle 
mder  bis  care  the  Ifith  November,  ISI?,  and  from 
that  time  till  now  the  cattle  hare  had  Mtit,  as 
ioDoirs :  40  mQch  cows  and  breeding  beiren,  each 
4  ooDCes  per  day ;  SO  oxen,  4  ouaoes  each  per 
day ;  !f  joung  cattle,  eacb  2  ounces  per  ia.y ;  ifl 
ealres,  1  ounce  each  per  daj;  48  horges,  each  4 
ooBcea  perdaji  444  ebeep,  2  ounces  each  per  week. 
The  advantage  of  salt  for  sheep  appears  to  this 
deponent  to  be  great ;  as  he  saji  none  of  the  stock 
have  died  in  the  sickness  since  they  coniinenced 
pvinr  salt;  and  thej  have  had  none  in  the  rot; 
IB  oUKT  7e«n  they  lost  soma  of  the  ewes  and 
'  vedters  id  the  eickaeas.  And  this  deponent  says 
that  be  has  now  kept  the  cattle  at  Schooee  &nn  ten 
Tcan,  aad  they  weie  never  ao  long  without  aickneos. 

4  JTu  afidant  of  ikirty-tvio  farmtrt. 
Ve,  tho  onderagned,  being  ^men,  and  the 
owners  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington, 
do  hereby  eertifr,  that  we  are  acquainted  with  and 
wiUiesseB  to  the  fact  of  Ur,  Curwen  giving  salt  to 
Ilia  cattle  and  horses,  with  their  food,  b[  the  Schooee 
brm,  and  at  Workington ;  and  that  we  are  desirous 
at  nsing  the  Same  for  our  live  stock  if  we  conld 
obtain  it  without  difBcuItj,  and  at  a  cheap  late. 

8.  Ttttini'my  of  Mr.  Oaratn,  M.  P.  — In  regard 
to  cattle,  J  nave  under-estimated  the  quantity, 
bwaose,  if  salt  cootd  be  had  at  a  moderate  price, 
there  ii  no  animal  I  would  give  less  than  six  stone, 
(14  pounds  to  the  stone,)  each  per  annum.  "  ■ 
'  ■  •  "  •  I  believe  if  salt  were  in  general  nee 
for  cattle  It  would  amount  to  340,000  tons — about 
14,000,000  boshela —  ■  •  "  The  importance  of 
the  free  use  of  salt  to  agriculture  can  scarcely  be 
cMtamted  too  highly.  Salt  contributes  not  only  to 
the  beiltb  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  accelerates  and 
pnnnates  the  quantity  of  milk  given  by  milch  cowa. 
[in  inother  place  Hr.  C.  says  that  the  use  of  salt 
prevents  the  ill  ts8te  which  the  feeding  on  certain 
weeds  and  v^etables  imparts  to  the  milk.]  It  pre- 
vents the  rot  in  sheep,  and  the  effect  of  hoving, 
'-■' -n  tnmips ' .     -     . 


when  stock  ai 


nndue  fermentation  and  heat  in  the  stick.     Chaff 
aad  iiiaw  would  be  rendered  available  to  a  much 
gteater  extent  than  at  present  by  the  application 
of  salt.    It  would  be  a  most  valuable  ingredient  in 
Ibe  preparation  of  warm  food  for  stall-fed  cattle  in 
the  improved  syneni  of  soiling ;  and,  from  my  ex- 
perience of  its  salutary  efieots,  I  should  consider  the 
"'  ss  a  condiment,  the  greatest  boon  the 
«uld  bestow  on  the  husbandman.       ■ 
[  consider  Che  advuitage  from  salt,  in 
ock,  on  a  farm  of  eight  hundred  acree, 
ne  thousand  ponndfl  per  annum,  would 
lundred  pounds  per  anouni  \     (that  is, 
I  the  annual  value  of  the  farm.) 


N.  B.    14  pounds  I  stone,  4  stones  1  bu 
bowels  1  cwL 

0~The  En^b  bushel  of  salt  is  ES  lbs. 


fallows  and  arable  land  ;  and,  when  mixed  up  with 
soil  out  of  gutters,  or  refuse  dirt  or  ishea,  to  be 
very  valuable  also  on  grass  lands.  Uy  own  experi- 
ence convinces  me  that  It  Is  very  powerful  in  de- 
stroying vegetation  if  lud  on  too  thick,  having  pat  a 
large  quantity  of  refuse  salt  on  about  one-foi^th  of 
of  land,  which,  after  two  years,  still  remains 


would  be  likely  to  be  very  valnable  in  destroying 
the  sing,  irire  worm,  snail,  te.,  which  often  destroy 
whole  crope.  He  also  remembers  that  salt  was  nsed 
largely  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Higher  and 
Lower  Wicbea  in  ChMhire,  before  the  duties  were 
raised  to  their  present  height.  With  respect  to  its 
value  for  oattie,  horses,  and  sheep,  1  am  Informed 
that  it  is  very  highly  thought  ot^  both  as  nutriment, 
and  as  used  meScinally,  internally  and  eitemaliy. 
Its  value  also  is  extremely  well  known  for  rendering 
bad  and  Ill-gotten  hay  more  nourishing  and  more 
palatable  to  cattle  thaa  even  good  hay. 

7.  EvideiMi  of  Jfr.  £i>^stan, — In  reply  to  jonr 
qneries,  as  so  agriculturist,  I  have  no  hcsitaUoo  in 
saying  that  salt,  if  freed  from  duty,  would  become 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  general  articles  of 
manure  that  ever  was  thought  of^  if  properly  com- 
posed, by  mixing  it  with  mud  of  any  kind — the 
cleanings  of  ditches  and  ponds,  the  surface  of  coarse 
ground  thrown  into  heaps  to  rot,  blubber,  &c  I  am 
also  persuaded,  that  if  it  could  be  afforded  to  be 
sprinkled  on  the  layers  of  hay,  when  making  into 
the  rick.  In  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  its 
heating  and  getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some 
small  cattle  lied  up  to  fatten,  which  did  not  thrive, 
owing,  as  the  bailiff  said,  to  the  badness  of  the  hay, 
of  which  tbej  wasted  more  than  the?  ate  ;  but,  bj 
sprinkling  it  with  waier  in  which  some  salt  had  been 
dissolved,  they  returned  to  eat  it  greedily.  I  am 
free  to  say,  a  proper  quantity  of  salt  would  prevent 
cattle  from  being  boven  by  on  excess  of  green  food. 

8.  Jfr.  TKolnatBounK'texamituI^ion. — Hie  com- 
mittee understand  yon  are  a  merchant,  residing  at 
Liverpool  1 

Can  you  speak  as  to  the  probable  effeot  of  the 
repeal  of  the  salt  duties  on  your  trade? 

It  would  be  a  good  thing,  in  my  opinion,  fbr  Uw 
country  at  Urge,  and  also  the  manufactuies. 


,glc 
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1  any  knoirledge  of  it^  being  nied  in  foo4 


farmera,  for  stock  of  >11  kindBF 


ey  liable  to  less  diaordera  Uuui  tboae  out 

J? 

ich  Icaa. 

happen  to  know  irbetber  tbey  were  <n 

e  ftttbat  time  of  recuring  salt  with  their 

my  knowledge  they  were. 

qimntity  f 

hsodflil  to  a  qutrtera  of  oala. 


net  of  Mr.  W.  Eone. — There  areyery 
m  who  are  not  aware  of  the  importance 
preserrine  hay,  and  restoring  it  when 
many  of  those  whom  I  have  conversed 
I  flulyeot,  have  used  it  for  these  purposes, 
Id  generaJly  be  resorted  to,  to  the  extent 
ifteen  pounds  to  the  ton  of  hay,  if  the 
alt  were  repealed.  Lord  Somerville  has 
nost  satisfactory  informSitioD  on  this  snb- 
I  know,  from  respectable  authority,  that 
nmon  practice  in  the  United  States  of 
1  sprinkle  salt  npon  hay  when  forming  it 
We  alao  leani  from  Lord  BomerriUe, 
larke,  of  Breeaon,  one  of  the  most  cele- 
dera  in  the  kingdom,  mixed  salt  with  his 
>uldy  bay,  and  that  his  Hereford  oxen 

on  it  than  others  on  the  best  hay  he 
ie  was  convinced  the  hay  bad  all  its  good 
m  the  salt.  •  ■  •  •  •  I  have 
n  Hr.  Sutton,  of  Eaton,  in  Cheshire, 
luld  give  thirty  tons  (120  bushels,  of  se 
ch)  of  salt  a  year  to  hia  cattle,  being 
if  the  duty  were  repealed,  •  •  •  • 
jarts  of  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
lenJly  ^ven  to  cattle.  ■  ■  ■  •  ■ 
ent  condition  of  the  horses  in  the  rock- 
eahire,  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  its 

fattening  cattle  and  keeping  them  in 
any  counted  that  they  can  attribute 
Itj  of  their  horses  to  the  good  eSects  of 
HadGeld,  of  Liverpool,  furniahea  an  in- 
is  borse,  thirty  years  old  ;  be  constantly 
;k  salt  to  lick,  placing  it  in  hia  manger. 

has  funushed  us,  in  the  annals  of  agri- 
itb  a  most  intercsliog  and  satisfactory 
^obtained  from  the  Uemoinof  the  Royal 
if  Sciences  at  Paris)  on  the  effect  of  salt 
g  cattle.    From  this  report  it  appears, 

unlimited  use  of  salt  was  to  be  ascribed 
stance  of  four  times  the  number  of  sheep 
n  reared  on  a  sterile  common,  than  would 
lave  subsisted  on  it ;  and  that  the  vool 
>aka  is  not  only  the  finest  in  the  whole 
at  bears  the  highest  price  of  any  in 
'he  fineness  of  the  wool  of  the  Spanish 
so  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
salt.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  presume,  on 
iry  position  to  saf ,  that,  by  a  proper  use 


common  salt,  th#same  quantity  of  forage  might, 
many  occasions,  be  mide  to  go  twice  as  far  as  it 

could  have  done,  in  reeding  animals,  had  ^e  salt 

been  withheld  from  them  1 


10.  Mr.  Charltt  G.  CothiU,  gxoniMd— What  is 
your  profession  f 

AoSiWer.  X  bacon  and  proviuon  merchant,  reaid- 
\g  in  Judd  street,  Brunswick  square. 

What  is  Che  nature  and  amount  of  your  business, 
and  how  far  has  it  been  aSected  by  the  salt  duties? 

Answer.  About  fifty  years  ago  my  father  estab- 
lished a  manufactory  in  Tine  street,  and  expended 
£10,000  in  adapting  the  premises  for  the  curing  of 
bacon  and  the  salting  of  pork.  Onr  annual  returns 
were  aboot  £00,000 :  it  is  now  diminished  to  leaa 
than  £1,000  annually,  in  consequence,  as  I  appre- 
hend, of  the  very  high  duties  on  salt,  as  our  tnde 
has  diminished  progressively  as  those  duties  hare 
increased. 

Do  you  not  consider  that  the  breed  of  hogs  has 
also  diminished,  in  consequence  of  this  Increase  of 
duty  on  salt  t 

Answer.  Terj'  materially ;  and,  u  a  further  proof 
of  what  I  elate,  we  bad  a  very  eitensive  trade  of 
£200,000  a  year  in  hogs;  now  not  £10,000. 

What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great 
reduction  of  the  salt  duties  prodace  In  your  bu^ess  t 

Answer.  I  conceive  it  would  restore  our  trade ; 
we  should  then  be  able  to  supply  the  West  India 
markets,  and  other  colonies,  with  salted  pork, 
cheaper  and  better  than  any  other  country. 

What  is  the  quantity  of  Salt  used  upon  100  weight 
of  pork,  to  make  bacon  T 

Annwer.  In  a  manufactory  of  bacon,  about  13 
pounds  ;  to  cure  a  small  quantity,  about  17  or  16. 

11.  Tttliniony  of  Sir  TTtomat  Bernard. — I  yen- 
'  '  1  suggest  that  a  tax  on  salt  was  fundamen- 

'ong  in  principle,  I 

s  least  able  to  bci 
its  immoral  tendency — and  because  it  di.,._  __  ._. 
□aUon  of  benefits,  beyouod  measure  greater  than 
the  whole  produce  of  the  impost.  The  salt  duties 
arc  about  a  million  and  »  half  sterling  per  annum, 
(about  seven  millions  of  dollars.)  The  poor  use 
most  salt  !□  proportion  to  their  wealth  ;  a  cottager 
in  the  country  ten  to  one  in  proportion  to  a  noble- 
man in  town.  But  the  benefits  of  which  the  nation 
is  deprived  by  the  salt  duties,  are  not  easily  appre- 
ciated, or  even  numbered.  In  agriculture  and 
rural  economy  alone,  the  loss  in  feeding  cattle, 
sheep,  and  bogs — in  restoring  damaged  provender 
— in  manure,  and  in  the  effect  on  wages,  may, 
without  extravagance,  be  supposed  to  exceed  the 
whole  value  of  the  tax.  Equal,  perhaps,  would  b« 
the  gala  to  our  manuiacturers  of  woollen,  linen, 
glass,  earthenware,  soap,  Ac,  &c.,  &c.,  by  the  unre- 
strained use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda  and 
muriatic  acid,  of  which  our  salt  mines  and  ocean 
afford  supplies  absolutely  inexhaustible. 

Ur.  B.  having  read,  or  stated,  these  extracts^ 
to  show  the  use  of  salt  in  agrionltnra  said  there 
were  many  other  witnesses  eiamined,  to  proro 
that  alom  salt,  which  the  English  asnollf  called 
bay  salt,  because  it  was  made  by  solar  evi^io- 
ration,  out  of  sea  water  in  the  baj  of  Biscay, 
and  other  bays,  was  indispensable  to  the  curiug 
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of  provisiDns  for  long  keepiog,  or  for  exporta- 
tion, other  artioles  connected  with  agricultore, 
te  cheese,  batter,  bacon,  pickled  bee^  and  pick- 
led pork ;  and  that  the  English  G«TeriuneDt 
permitted  alnm  salt,  under  the  name  of  ba;  salt, 
to  be  imported  both  into  England  and  Ireland 
iatj  free,  for  these  purposes,  even  when  the 
domestic  mannfactnre  of  common  salt  in  Eng- 
land far  eiceeded  the  home  demand,  and  fur- 
nished millions  of  bashels  for  exportation.    He 
also  stated  that  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  bad  examined  the  first  physicians  of 
'^-^at  Britain,  to  prove  the  effect  of  a  deflcien- 
of  salt  in  tlie  prorisions  of  the  poor  on  their 
dth,  and  that  these  ph  j^cians  nniformlj  tes- 
sA  that  manj  diseases  of  the  poor,  and  espe- 
lljf  in  children,  were  the  effect  of  using  vege- 
les  not  Bofficiently  salted,  and  fish  and  meat 
:  Boffiiaentlj  oared.    He  also  stated  that  the 
amittee  had  extended  their  examination  to 
I  ase  of  salt  in  varioos  mannfactories,  and 
1  established,  by  proof,  that  a  variety  of  ase- 
manniactnres  required  the  abolition  of  the 
t  dntj.    Ott  this  point  he  read  extracts  from 
I  examination  of  Samael  Parkes,  Esq.,  an  em- 
nt  chemist  of  London,  as  follows ; 


2.  Examination  of  Santmi  Parh*. — What  is 
ir  profesniont 

am  proprietor  of  the  chemic^  wotIu  In  Goawell 
Mt,  LoadoD,  aud  of  other  chemical  worlu  in 
idea  Ikiie,  laluigton. 

^■n  yon  acquaint  the  commitln:  what  are  the 
an&cLures  oiost  aflected  bj  the  salt  lawB* 
rfac  mauulactures  of  mineral  alkali,  crystallized 
la,  maiiitic  acid,  hard  soap,  dietinguished  from 
t  soap,  Olanber  salt,  Ei»om  wit,  magneeio,  and 
ammoniac,  are  all  materially  aOected  b;  the  duty 
salt;  butascommansalt,  or  oneorother  ofthe 
mpoaent  parts  of  commoD  salt,  is  made  use  of  in 
>  compoailion  of  a  great  variety  of  artieles  that 
•  employed  in  our  mannfactures,  it  is  difflciilt  to 
Bwer  that  question  with  precision.  ■  •  Re- 
sctiag  soap,  1  have  only  to  observe,  that  common 
t  is  abeolately  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of 
rd  soap;  for  however  ptentifuUy  potash  may  be 
)diiced.  large  quantities  of  common  sail  must  be 
ipioyed  with  it,  or  the  eoap  wiG  be  only  tempo- 
tIj  bard ;   it  will  have  no  lasting  coueiateuce. 

*  Salt  is  employed  largely  in  the  preparation 
i  mauuiacture  of  a  great  number  of  other  articles 
It  might  be  enumerated;  and  in  a  short  time  I 
re  DO  doubt  tbey  would  ali  be  benefited  by  the 
loction  of  the  duty  on  salt. 
Sow  does  the  price  of  salt  affect  the  soap  boilers? 
is  ii  affects  all  other  trades  in  which  salt  is 
yed. 

itate  the  way  in  which  it  affects  them. 
The  chea^r  it  is,  the  cheaper  they  will  have  it  if 
•J  buy  it. 
|>o  you  know  any  other  (manubctu  ring)  purposes 

Tea :  it  is  used  in  very  large  quantities  by  dyers, 
en  it  eta  be  had  dieap;  and  in  a  great  variety 
Dtber  waya 

ffith  respect  to  the  salting  of  hides,  I  learn  from 
ther  inquiry,  that  the  butcher  osiMlly  applies  five 
mds  of  aalt  to  every  ox  or  cow  hide  which  he 


has  occasion  to  lay  by,  or  to  send  to  the  tanner  at 
a  distance. 

Crystallized  soda  fmade  of  salt)  is  much  used  in 
vashing.  Four  hundred  tons  are  annually  made  at 
the  Long  Benton  woiks  only. 

You  have  stated  that,  during  the  last  six  or  seven 
years,  it  has  increased  from  one  to  four  hundred 

Tes. 

This  at  the  Long  Benton  works  oulyT 


When  Mr.  B.  had  finished  reading  those  ex- 
tracts, and  expressed  his  regret  ^t,  out  of 
seventy  witnesses,  and  four  hnndred  folio  pages 
of  testimony,  he  conld  read  no  more  without 
encroaching  too  siach  on  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  said  be  would  introduce  the  testimony  of 
some  American  witnesses  to  the  same  points. 
He  had  seen  the  statements  of  the  English  wit- 
nesses last  winter;  and,  being  desirous  to  hear 
what  Americans  would  say  on  the  same  gub- 
ject,  he  had,  in  the  ooorse  of  the  last  snm- 
mer,  addressed  certain  qneries  to  some  friends 
and  acqnaintancea  in  tne  western  States,  aod 
had  received  from  many  of  them  coramnnica- 
tJODS  of  so  much  interest  and  value,  that  he 
should  lay  them  before  the  Senate ;  and,  first, 
wonld  exoibit  the  qaeries  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  answers.  The  names  of  his 
correspondents,  he  said,  would  bo  known  to  the 
membera  of  the  Senate  from  the .  States  iu 
which  they  re^dej  some  will  be  known  to  the 
Senators  from  many  States ;  and  some  to  the 
whole  body  of  the  Senate. 

Queriet  on  the  ilaU  of  t/it  tall  trade  in  Iht  Wctlem 

Statu. 

1.  ■Whether  the  trade  in  aalt  is  monopollied  ?  and, 
if  BO,  at  what  works  T  and  over  how  many  States  do 
the  sales  of  these  monopolists  eiteud? 

2.  The  practices  of  the  monopoliats,  if  any,  to 
enhance  the  price  of  salt,  and  to  prevent  competi- 


New  Orleans  f 

4.  Whether  the  monopolists  have  eatablisbed  de- 
pots of  salt  in  different  States,  and  appointed  agents 
to  sell  their  salt,  and  restricted  the  sales  of  each  de- 
pot to  its  district?  How  &r  are  the  depots  apart  ia 
your  Stater 

5.  Whether  the  salt  manu^tnrera  have  entered 
into  agreements  with  the  monopolizers  to  restrict 
the  quantity  of  salt  made  at  the  worksT  to  confine 
the  sales  to  the  monopohstst  and  to  stop  working 
wells  and  furnaces  for  pay?  The  meaning  of  the 
phrase  "dead  wells,"  and  the  rent  of  such  wells? 

6.  Whether  salt  is  sold  in  your  neighborhood  by 
weight  or  measure?  If  by  weight,  how  many  pounds 
are  allowed  to  the  bushel?  and  how  much  a  weighed 
bushel  measures? 

7.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  is  due  aUowance  made 
for  the  weight  of  the  barrel,  and  for  the  loss  of  salt 
in  drying?  If  not,  what  is  the  difference  between 
the  real  and  nominal  quantity  in  the  barrel? 

S.  Whether  the  monopoliBts  sell  for  money,  or 
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coDntry  producef  for  Tod*  p&r,  or  upon  credit? 
and  wbeUier  the  price  is  higher  or  tover  ^noe  the 
moDOpol]'? 

9.  Do  the  iDOiiopaliala  tim  uid  (all  in  theli  prices 
according  to  tlie  presence  or  abience  of  competi- 
tion? Mid  what  Hit  competes  witli  them? 

10.  Do  ther  realJM  great  giina? 

11.  Whether  the  domestic  ult  is  fit  fbr  l^cUiog 
b«ef  and  pork,  for  curing  bacon,  and  preserring 
butler  for  exportation,  or  consumption  in  the  South, 
or  loagkeepiog? 

12.  Whether  beef  and  pork,  put  in  common  salt, 
will  be  received  for  the  use  of  the  armj  or  narj? 

18.  The  neoeeaitj  and  expenae  of  repacking  beef 
and  pork  In  alnm  salt,  io  New  Orleans,  which  bas 
been  put  up  in  domestic  salt  f 

14.  He  oeceantT  and  advantage  of  ^ving  salt 
to  honea,  cattle,  aaeep,  and  hogs?  Whether  calt 
is  not  indispensable  to  stock  in  the  Western  States? 
Whether  there  is  not  a  great  difference  between 
Inland  and  maritime  States  in  this  respect!  The 
reMOD  of  that  difference  ?  How  much  salt  per  head, 
and  how  oflea  per  week  or  montli  ought  it  to  be 
given  to  each  kind  of  stock?  and  whether  the  farm- 
ers In  your  eectioo  of  Che  oountry  are  prevented, 
by  the  high  price  and  scareity  of  salt,  Sttaa  gtving 
as  much  to  their  stock  as  they  need? 

10.  The  use  and  adTantasa  of  salt  In  preserring 
hay,  fodder,  and  clover?  In  restoring  them,  after 
btdng  damiged  by  wet? 

jStXouu,/ttIy,  1S30. 

CoiommieatioafromQ.  T.  0.  McCr.*irN4HiR,  Esq,,  of 
Jackton  county.  North  Alabama,  October,  1830. 
Tour  first  query :  The  trade  of  8«l.t  is  entirely  mo- 
nopolized here  by  James  White,  of  the  Holslon  salt 
works,  in  Virginia.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  to  what 
States  these  works  furnish  salt,  but  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed to  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  eastern  part 
of  Tennessee,  a  part  of  North  Carolina,  the  northern 
part  of  Georgia,  North  *!'*'« "i",  and  some  in  South 
Alabama,  Ac,  Ac. 

Query  2d. — Colonel  J.  White  has  a  depot  at  this 
place,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tennessee  River,  down 
which  stream  he  boats  his  salt.  And  if  any  person 
else  brings  salt  here  to  sell,  they  immediately  nnder- 
sell  that  person  and  rain  him.  The  people  some- 
times get  their  salt  from  Niahville,  when  they  have 
a  convenience  of  doing  so,  and  it  comes  much  cheap- 
er, after  paylngtaud  carriage  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty miles,  than  White's  salt;  but  no  person  dares  to 
compete  with  him  here ;  because  be  can,  at  his  will, 
undersell  any  person  who  pays  a  land  carriage  of 
~~ )  hundred  and  thirty  miles;   and  therefore  in- 


states— this  boasted  land  of  liberty  and  eqoal  Immw, 
couatenaocei  such  opprestive  acia.  Why  does  Ifr. 
White  not  sell  as  low  here  on  the  river  aa  at  Win* 
Chester,  after  carrying  his  salt  one  hundred  si>d 
'weaty  miles,  fifty-Uve  by  land,  and  that,  too,  tba 
'cry  same  salt?  The  answer  is  obvious.  At  Win- 
chester there  is  some  campeti^on ;  H  is  not  to  ftl 
&om  Nasbviile,  where  foreign  salt  may  b«  obUioed. 
And  this  is  why  he  sells  It  lower  there  than  at  this 

We  are  here  fenced  in  with  almost  impawablo 
mountains,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  commercial 
depot,  and  without  the  means  of  shomung  the  ex- 
orbitant elections  of  these  vampires,  who  take  ihs 
bread  from  tbe  mouths  of  onr  childreo  with  the  cal- 
culating coldness  of  an  Arab ;  and  these  acts  are 
legalized  by  a  Congress  of  freemen.  We  are  f^ad 
to  hear  the  stern  voice  of  indignation  at  this  op- 
pression, uttered  by  some  of  the  patriotic  repabtt- 
of  that  body ;  and  we  should  glory  In  being 
among  the  most  persecuted  victims,  if  l>y  that  means 
this  most  pernloioos  system  of  monopoly  coold  be 
overturned. 

Query  3d. — We  have  no  foreign  salt  here  for  sale; 
ID  years  ago  some  gentlemen  brought  a  few  bush- 
els from  Nashville,  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and 
ighty-aevea  and  a  half  cents  per  fifty  pounds,  nn- 
derselling  tbe  salt  gentlemen  here  at  that  time. 
The  domestic  salt  has  got  lower  than  it  was  four 
yeuB  ago.  Then  it  was  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
now  one  dollar  tnd  eighty-seven  cents  to  two  dol- 

The  fi^ight  from  New  Orieans  to  Nashville  is  one 
cent  per  pound,  as  I  am  Informed  by  a  merchant  of 
this  place,  and  from  Nashville  lo  this  place  one  and 

quarter  cents  per  pound. 

4tb.  There  is  a  depot  here,  and  another  at  Ditto's 
Landing,  as  I  am  told,  fbr  Selling  salt.  These  places 
arc  about  fiflj-Bve  miles  apart  by  land.  The  re- 
maining part  of  the  question  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  about. 

Btb.  Colonel  White,  as  I  have  been  informed  b; 
good  authority,  leased  tbe  Preston  salt  works,  in 
what  is  called  New  Virginia,  for  nine  or  twelve 
thousand  dollars  annually ;  but  I  am  further  in- 
formed diBt  the  lease  is  out,  and  the  works  are  to 
go  Into  active  operation  to  compete  with  White,  he 
bavicg  let  them  Ue  idle  heretofore  ;  these  are  "dead 
wella,"  bnt  the  number  of  dead  wells  he  has  I  am 
unable  to  inform  you. 

6th.  Salt  is  sold  here  by  weight,  Btlj  pounds  to 
the  bushel ;  and  fifty  pounds  [the  bushel)  of  the 
salt  which  I  tried,  (without  pressing,)  measured 
.88//^^,')  solid  laches,  making  4  gallons  1^*^^ 
quarts,  dry  measure,  which  Is  but  very  little  over 
'   "      measured  bushcL    Therefore,  when  salt  is 


n  of  this  monopollxing  system.  This  same  James 
White  will  carry  his  salt  by  us  down  to  Ditto's  Land- 
ing, ten  miles  below  Huntsville,  haul  it  out  to  Win- 
chester, Tennessee,  which  Is  fifty-five  miles  of  land 
carriage,  and  sell  It  there  so  much  lower  than  he 
will  here  on  the  river  take  It  out  of  his  boats,  that 
some  of  the  planters,  who  are  able  to  take  their 
wagons  and  cross  a  very  bod  mountain,  (part  of  the 
Cumberland,)  haul  their  salt  over  from  Winchester, 
which  is  forty-five  miles  from  this  place.  Is  this 
not  oppressive  to  the  poor?  Would  not  this  g 
ernmental  monopolist  wring  from  the  distressed 
phan,  widow,  and  war-worn  soldier,  all  their  earthly 
■ustenaooe  ?    And  yet  the  Congress  of  the  United 


o  dollar 


rate  of  three  dollars  and  «ity-sii  and  a 

the  measured  bushel.     This  is  oppression  in  a  &ee 

country — this  Is  the  &uit  of  Che  tsrlfC 

7ch.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  the  wwght  of  the 
barrel,  and  the  net  weight  of  salt,  is  sometimes,  and 
most  commonly,  placed  on  the  barrel;  but  the 
weight  of  the  barrel  Is  marked  much  less  than  its 
real  weight. 

They  make  uo  deduction  for  the  drying  of  tba 
salt.  One  barrel  I  particularly  weighed  out,  and  it 
lost  twenty  pounds;  and  I  am  credlbty  inCbrmed 
that  some  have  lost  as  much  as  fifty. 

8th.  The  monopolists  here  sell  fbr  money,  or  cot- 
ton at  the  cash  ^ce,  wUch  Is  the  same  thing  u 
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maoej.  Thsy  do  not  credit  their  Mlt.  There  are 
•Iwkjii  two  prices  for  oottoa  here — ft  cash  and  du- 
comt  price.  UerehtintB,  in  taking  in  oottoa  for 
their  BcctHuitik  pre  more  for  it  than  thej  will  in 
maaej;  and  thk  ia  called  the  ^aeonnt  piice.  The 
•alt  gentleioen  aeU  their  salt  for  cotton,  at  the  cash 
price.  The  reDuining  part  of  the  quer;  I  know 
DothiDf  aboat. 

Ihh.  The  monoptriiitB  hare  Ulen  here,  taaee  they 
Bod  that  people  would  go  to  Naahnlle  for  their  salt, 
if  the  J  did  not .  Bat  the  J  know  at  what  price  to 
kaep  it  up;  tlicT  know  the  planter!  cannot  take  the 
ttooble  to  go  one  hundred  and  thirty  milei  to  Nsah' 
Tille,  to  get  a  little  salt;  and  they  know  that  no 
iMrMn  darea  to  compete  with  ^em ;  as  thej  conld 
batantly  reduce  the  pries  of  their  lalt,  and  tfaerebj 
nin  their  competitor. 

10th.  Thej  certainly  muat  realize  great  gains,  or 
tbej  would  not  giie  nine  or  tirelre  thoonnd  dollars 
•nnnallj  for  one  mana&ctorj,  to  let  it  lie  idle. 
Why  does  not  Congress  lease  all  the  Bait  worka  in 
the  United  Stales,  and  let  them  lie  idle,  and  then 
knock  the  dnty  off  of  salt,  if  they  wish  to  encourage 
tlw  manofaclure  of  salt,  b;  filling  the  pockeU  of  the 
munfocturenl  It  would  be  much  belter  f(v  the 
people.  Tliej  wonld  be  great  gainara  by  purchas- 
ing the  salt  work*,  and  demoliahmg  them,  or  letting 
them  ont  at  a  small  rate,  and  then  strikiiig  the  duty 
from  nit. 

Tbe  remaining  qncries,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  &nd 
abler  persons  to  answer  them  than  L 

CbmmiMicatio%  fitm  a  sweftiw  of  tit  nJtun*  of 

Jfaditon  emaiy,  Alahama,  SlA  ofNovembir,  1B30, 

(A«  nijtel  prvpattd  bf  Dr.  WiUum  H.  Olaneock, 

anJ  atit/i^ieattd  bg  Vu  lignaiura  of  Thonuu 

JliUer,  Pntideni,  and  Charltt  A.  Jonit,  Secntary. 

Answer  to  Ist.  The  salt  consumed  hero  is  almost 

•xclosiTely  obtained  from  CoL  James  White's  man- 

mfoetar;,  of  Virginia,  and  sold  by  his  sgenU  in  East 

TiiniMiwri,  a  pan  of  North  Alabama,  and  West  Ten- 

3d.  We  can  giTe  no  definite  aaiwer. 
Sd.  The  price  of  domesdo  salt  ia  one  dollar  and 
tweatj-Gre  centa  per  boshel,  by  the  barrel,  or  one 
dollar  and  WTeaty-five  cents  by  the  single  boshel. 
yceeign  salt  seila  at  abont  the  ntme.  The  freight 
of  salt,  from  New  Orleans  to  HuDtarille,  is  about  one 
ceat  and  three-fourths  per  pounl 

4th.  Colonel  White  has  nit  depodted  In  difhrent 
WTt*  of  this  Slate,  and  others,  at  various  distances 
&am  each  other,  say  ten  to  fifteen  miles. 

5th.  Preston's  works  were  for  some  time  discon- 
tiniwd  for — say  ten  thoosand  dollare  per  anniun. 

6th.  Cnireraallj  sold  by  weight,  allowing  flily 
powDds  to  the  bushel ;  the  measured  bushel  will 
weigh  from  seTenty  to  eighty  pounds. 

1th.  When  the  salt  ia  weighed  out  of  tbe  barrel, 
it  seldom  holds  ont,  and  frequently  loses  from  fire 
to  twentf  pound*.  W«  may  add,  that,  howerer 
konestty  if  may  hare  been  put  up  at  the  works.  It 
is  generally  brought  down  in  open  boats,  sutiject  to 
tbe  winter  rains,  which  damage  it  mare  or  leas ; 
and  we  know  of  but  oae  of  his  agents  who  sells  it 
my  other  way  than  by  the  marked  weight. 

Slh.  Salt  is  sold  for  nothing  else  but  readymoney. 
«th.  Salt  is  sold,  high  or  low,  according  to  com- 
petition.   The   Kenhawa  ground  alum  and  IJver- 
pool  an  brought  in  but  sparingly,  which  la  the  only 
eompetitioiL 


10th.  WebelieTe  that  While  realises  greatgains- 
We  are  sustuned  !□  this  ofanion,  from  his  carrying 
it  by  land  twenty-fire  or  Ihirtj  miles  farther,  where 
he  meeta  with  competition,  and  selling  it  for  less 
than  ha  does  here. 

11th.  Wholly  unfit. 

12th.  It  will  not  be  received  for  either 

ISth.  We  can  give  no  correct  answer. 

14tlL  It  is  indupenaable  for  stock  of  all  kinds. 
It  is  thought  they  require  more  in  the  Western 
States  than  maritime  States,  owing,  probably,  lo  the 
absence  of  the  sea  breese,  and  yvpat  impregnated 
with  salt  coming  from  the  sea,  and  alighting  on  the 
regetable  matter.  Stock  of  all  kinds  should  be 
salted  twice  a  week ;  but,  owing  to  the  high  price 
of  salt,  the  stock  are  probably  not  salted  mors  than 
once  in  two  weeks,  on  an  aTerage.  From  the  best 
accounts,  three  thousand  barrels  of  salt  are  con- 
sumed annually  in  Hadison  couQty,  averaging  about 
six  bushels  (of  fifty  pounds)  to  the  barrel,  ^le  pop- 
ulation being  about  twenty-seven  thousand,  gives  us 
an  average  of  thirty-three  ponnds  and  one-tldrd  to 
each  person.  Were  those  heavy  duties  taken  off, 
the  consumption  would  be  much  greater. 

ISth.  Salt  is  thought  to  be  useful  in  preserving 
hay,  fodder,  and  clover ;  each  will  keep  well  U 
sprinkled  over  with  it,  though  not  thoroughly  cured 
when  put  up.  Horeaver,  our  pork  is  often  spoiled 
from  the  want  of  a  sufflciency  of  salt  to  pack  it  up 
in,  which  we  cannot  obtun  on  account  of  the  bigti 
price.  Thousands,  and  teas  of  tbousaods  of  pounds 
are  often  lost  from  that  circumstance  alone.  Alum 
salt  would  be  an  immense  saving  to  North  Alabama, 
in  that  one  particular. 

Rttoitid,  thtnfore,  VHatantoudy,  That  the  delega- 
tion from  this  State,  as  well  as  those  of  our  sister 
States,  have  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  their  exer- 
tions and  oo-operation  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, with  Hr,  Beaton,  in  endeavoring  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt ;  and  that  we  request  oar  delegation 
to  use  their  utmost  to  efleot  the  repeal  of  a  tax  so 
burdensome  to  us,  and  of  no  ultimate  advantage  to 
any  State. 

OoaaiatnicaliimfTem  Coltmd  F.  W.  Biaiim,  farmer- 

lu  of  Iforth  Careliyut,  »o»  of  ifurfreaion/Hj/h, 

Teiuuuet,  dated  DteemUr  8,  1S30. 

Tour  favor  of  July  last,  propounding  fifteen  que- 
ries on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade  in  the  Western 
States,  was  received  in  due  time.  To  the  thirteen 
firat  of  these  queries,  I  «m  lure  that  the  commercial 
gentlemen  of  the  country  can  render  a  much  more 
correct  and  satisfactory  answer  than  I  can. 

To  the  fourteenth  I  will  observe,  that  salt  is  Indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  good  condition  of  horses, 
homed  cattie,  sheep,  and  hogs,  in  the  Western  States. 
It  is  beneficial  in  the  maritime  States  likewise,  and 
the  more  so  as  you  recede  (rom  the  seabiMrd.  The 
watery  constituent  parts  of  the  atmosphere  on  the 
seaboard  take  with  them  salt,  which  is  inhaled  by 
these  animala,  and  thereby  they  are  supplied  with 
that  salt  which  is  necessary  for  the  healthful  con- 
dition of  all  animals,  both  granivoi«us  and  herbu- 
lent,  and  to  some  of  those  that  ate  carnivorous. 
The  quantity  of  salt,  per  bead,  to  each  kind  of  stock, 
will  depend  on  the  food  with  which  they  are  sup- 
plied. If  with  gtain,  less ;  if  with  herbs,  more  salL 
I  am  snre,  if  the  price  of  salt  be  reduced,  the  farm- 
ers in  this  seclioa  of  tbe  country  would  give  their 
■took  ■  better  supply,  snd  that  their  improvement 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 

Duty  at  Mum  Sail. 


[F.B, 


r,  isau 


teenth  quec;  I  will  remark,  that  tlie  oae 
e  preBemtioD  of  ha;',  is  well  expended. 
moved  bt.y,  or  clorer,  or  other  gneges, 
s  liiyer  of  haj,  and  a  Ujer  of  ■(!««, 
t,  OBtB,  or  rye,  and  a  good  auppl;  of  Bait 
r  be  added,  you  make  the  beat  of  food 
nd  cattle. 

,  very  highly,  your  EnteDtion  to  repeat, 
;he  Bait  tax,  totally  and  promptly.  In 
I  efforts  of  your  Dseful  life,  I  irish  you 


'.ionfirom  Otntral  William  Sail,  ofSum- 
y,  Tmmnet,  dattd  Hietmber  8,  1830. 
t  your  "querieg  on  the  atate  of  the  salt 
Wcatern  States,"  in  due  time ;  and  have 
wering  them,  only  that  I  might  obtain 
matioD  vitbin  mj  reach  necessary  to  a 

tTbe  queries  will  be  answered  in  the 
h  they  are  propoaed,  Noa.  1,  2,  &c.,  an- 
he  cornspondiDg  numbers  in  the  que- 

nlt  made  at  the  Eenhawa  works,  from 
rge  portion  of  tbe  supply  for  this  State, 
vky,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  is  obluned,  is 
L 

nonopolists  have  depots  and  agents  In 
t  States,  supplied  by  thom,  who  are  re- 
tccount  quarterly  for  sales,  which  are 
sb,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  the  monopo- 

>rices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  vary 

:j  to  one  hundred  cents  per  bushel  of 

L     Freigbt  from  New  Orleans  may  be 

cents  per  hnndred  pounds. 

*ered  in  No.  2. 

re  not  been  able  to  obtain  an;  Badslac- 

ition  as  to  this  query. 

is  sold  in  ttiis  State,  and  throughout  the 

□try,  by  weight.    The  measured  bushel 

n   twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds  more 

ighed  bushel. 

lUowance  is  nude  for  the  weight  of  the 

;h  none  for  the  loss  of  salt  in  drying. 

isvered,  in  part,  previously.    The  price 

ice  the  monopoly. 

price  of  salt  IS  regulated  by  the  quaati- 

L    Tbe  qaaatity  of  foreign,  or  other  do- 

irought  to  this  market,  is  inconsiderable. 

1  monopolists  realiie  great  gains. 

hough  KenhawB  salt  ia  very  superior  to 

omesttc  salt  brought  to  this  mariiet,  I 

1  that  nearly  all  tbe  beef  and  pork  from 

I  country  is  repacked   in  foreign  salt, 

lipment,  or  for  the  army  or  navy. 

i  No.  II. 

m  not  informed  as  to  the  price  of  re- 

{  or  pork  wbich  has  been  pat  up  in  do- 


ible  in  the  Western  Stales,  and  ought  to 
all  kinds  of  stock  about  once  a  week, 
L  head  of  horses  or  cattle  from  two  to 
at  a  time,  and  less  than  half  that  quan- 
p  or  hogs,  though  tarmers  in  tlus  section 
ed  from  giving  thelt  stock  the  necessary 


quantum  of  salt,  owing  to  tlie  high  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle. 

Ifith.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preierr- 
ing  of  Imy,  fodder,  and  clover,  is  admitted  by  all 
practical  rarmers,  altbough  but  few  avail  themselvM 
of  the  advantage,  In  consequence  of  (he  scarcity  «nd 
high  price  of  ealt. 

Commtaiicationfmn  Lieuttnanl  Ooetmor  Brealhtit, 
of  Eanl»tky,  Jaled  RutttUtrUbi,  Nov.  1 6, 1 830. 

Hj  informaliOQ  will  not  enable  me  to  answer 
jour  &vor  on  the  state  of  tbe  salt  trade  in  detail. 

From  the  general  opinion  on  tbe  subject,  there 
is  no  doubt  there  was,  during  the  last  year,  an  ex- 
tensive Bait  monopoly  eupphed  from  the  Kenhawa 
works.  Depots  were  had  principally  on  the  watei- 
courses  for  salt,  where  it  was  vended  by  their 
ageots,  sometimes  on  a  credit  of  four  or  six  months. 
Whether  it  continues  the  present  season,  I  am  not 
advised.  Those  depots  extended  to  Tennessee. 
Salss  were  made  for  money.  There  is  but  little 
foreign  salt  brought  Into  this  neighborhood :  I  can- 
not,  therefore,  state  the  difference  In  price.  This 
neighborhood  is  supplied  from  the  Ilhnois  saline, 
and  ^e  Kenhawa  salt  from  the  latter  is  preferred  to 
preserve  meat.  It  is  not  so  white  and  clean  as  tliat 
iVom  the  saline.  It  is  usually  sold  by  weight — SO 
lbs.  to  the  bushel,  when  sold  by  the  barrel  Tbe 
tare  of  the  barrel  is  taken  off,  and  the  Salt  is  gener- 
ally weighed  at  the  time  of  sale.  It  is,  however, 
sometimes  otherwise.  About  this  time  last  year, 
tbe  common  price,  at  this  place,  was  one  dollar  per 
bushel;  now,  it  may  be  purchased  at  seventy-five 
cents.  There  is  no  doubt  that  salt  is  indispensable 
for  the  oae  of  stock,  and  particularly  in  this  country. 
Much  stock  has  been  raised  upon  tbe  grazing  the 
foroat  affords,  and  if  they  are  furnished  plentifuUj 
with  salt,  tbey  are  fat.  Hence  the  necessity  of  iu 
being  as  cheap  as  possible,  and  because,  also,  of  its 
universal  use  by  all.  I  was  pleased  at  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  last  session  on  coffee,  tea,  molasses, 
and  salt.  I  should  be  pleased,  however,  to  see  the 
duties  retained  on  manufactured  articles,  so  that 
our  own  maQuTactories  may  enter  into  competition 
with  foreign  ones,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit.  I 
would  not  have  them  to  have  unreasonable  profit : 
then  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  one  portion  for  tbe 
benefit  of  the  other.  Tbe  point  to  stop  at  is  one  of 
difficulty,  and  requires  great  experience  and  much 

I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  yon  occasionallj. 

Blalemmt  of  tht  Hon.  Mr.  Zyon  vf  Kenluety. 
That,  being  a  member  of  a  mercautile  house  which 
received  a  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Kenhawa  Bolt 
Company,  to  sell  on  commission,  in  tbe  years  1826 
— '7,  with  instructions  to  sell  at  the  original  mark 
or  lick  weight,  finding  many  of  the  barrels  greatlj 
deficient  in  weight,  varying  from  10  to  iO  per 
cent.,  they  reweighed,  and  sold  a  quantity  at  tbe 
real  weight ;  that,  when  the  agent  of  the  compaof 
come  on,  be  was  dissatisfied,  and  said  it  was  their 
custom  to  sell  elsewhere  at  the  original  mark,  and 
tbat  it  must  be  so  sold  there,  which  tbey  refused  to 
do.  The  agency,  and  the  salt  on  band,  were  IraDB- 
ferred  to  other  bands;  and  that  he  has  great  reaaon 
to  believe  the  necessities  of  tbe  people,  in  man;  in- 
stances, compelled  them  to  purchase  the  deficient 
barrels  at  their  marked  weight. 


r,  ISSl.] 
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iatOAnm. 


Alio,  that  beiDg  in  oompui;  viib  the  Hod.  Hr. 
BentoD,  of  the  Senate,  in  (SccDding  the  Ohio  (ram 
CSndnoAti,  list  fall,  on  boud  the  lUtmboat  Gmi- 
mat.  Slid  to  belong  to,  and  be  !□  the  employ  of 
Uie  Keiih>w&  Silt  Company,  whioh  wu  towine  ■ 
keel-bokt  to  MajrtTille,  Kentuolcy,  loaded  with  tlam 
or  roieign  nit,  and  deUvered  there  for  the  purpOM 
of  aalting  pork  Id  that  part  of  Kentuckr. 

iU.  1S30. 

(liiiMiiMii  iifrmjliiiii  CftrunJ  Jfilniy,  of  Ddphi,  I»- 
dum,  liiltd  Jiov.  2e,  1  BSD. 
I  icceired  joar  letter  requeitliig  infbrtoation  rel- 
atiTa  to  the  aalt  trade  of  tbia  countr;.  Kj  limited 
aeqaaintuice  with  mercantile  bumoeas  will  enable 
me  to  nj  bat  little  trtna  my  own  knowledge  on  the 
inbject.  I  can  aa;,  howerer,  that  the  belief  is  imi- 
*enal,  and  uncootradlcted  la  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, that  agents  emplojed  bj  the  aalt  manufacturers 
fnriuBh  exclii>iTel7  the  iopi^T  of  that  article  for  the 
Talley  of  the  Wabaah ;  and  that  none  is  permitted 
to  be  Tended  bj  others,  so  far  as  can  be  prevented 
by  them ;  and  that  those  agents  are  regulated  bj 
filed  prices,  nnder  which  thej  mftf  not  eel),  but  can 
raise  the  price  in  proportion  to  the  demand.  It  is 
dao  belieTod  that  a  scarcity  of  salt  is  frequenClj  oc- 
cuioned  bj  the  inadequacy  of  the  maDufactoriea  to 
Ttrodnce  eiilBcient  snppliea,  or  that  those  moaopo- 


ale  to  pttMluce  the  scarcity  and  high  pr 

pessiTe  to  the  West,  was  the  «alt  trade  led  open  io 

the  natural  coarse  of  competition. 

The  monopoly  of  the  salt  trade  is  notorioue,  and 
is  one  of  the  gi«atest  griefanees  to  be  complained 
tf  ia  the  West;  and  it  U  believed  that  the  unre- 
Hrieted  importation  of  atum  salt  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  method  which  can  be  adopted  effectually  to 
bink  it  down,  unlesa  Coogrese  should  think  proper 
to  declare  it  a  criminal  offeaoe  to  attempt  a  monop- 
oly of  any  article  of  oecessary  consumpdon,  as  the 
Britidi  pu^ment  has  done,  and  render  such  ofi^oce 
ponidiable  by  fine  and  impcUonment,  which  even 
would  not  be  so  cBiMtnal. 

It  will  not  be  t^pnted  but  that  a  sapply  of  alum 
salt  is  necessary  in  the  West,  even  if  the  domestio 
nh  was  obtainable  UDembarrassed  by  moaopoty, 
from  ita  superior  qaaUties  ia  tbe  preservation  of 
beef  and  pork  in  a  soatbern  market,  where  we  must 
of  neoearity  send  our  surplus  of  those  articles.  It 
is  be&eved  bj  atock  rueerg;  that  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  salt  is  necessary  for  stock  in  the  West- 
em  than  in  the  Atlantic  States,  owing,  doubtless,  to 
■lie  nature  of  the  food  on  which  they  are  aabsUted, 
and  the  diaeases  to  which  they  are  sul^ect. 

I  should  have  been  much  gratified  to  have  been 
able  to  furoiah  yon  information  on  all  the  poiota  on 
which  yon  request  it,  and  should  have  done  it  most 
cheerfully  hod  I  been  in  possession  of  it.  Not 
doubting,  however,  but  that  the  method  you  have 
taken  wilt  elicit  it  in  abundance,  1  shall,  therefore, 
rest  satieSed,  aniionsly  desiring  the  sacceisful  result 
of  your  effort*  to  repeal  the  salt  tax  entirely,  COD- 
cuning  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  is  the  best  ser- 
vice thai  can  be  rendered  to  the  West  next  to  the 
graduation  of  the  price  of  public  lands  :  la  both  of 
which  gnU  western  measures,  jou  iiave  the  con- 
coneace  of  a  vast  m^odty  of  the  West  most  ar- 
dently wuhing  you  aucceai. 


Communieafion  fiom  Oaitral  T^plon,  o^  Indiana, 
iaUd  Logatuport,  Indiana,  JTov.  34, 1830. 

Yonr  printed  letter  of  July  last  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  made  strict  inquiry  of  merchants, 
and  oUier  gentlemen  of  intelligence  of  this  vicinity, 
in  relation  to  the  salt  monopoly.  From  facts  col- 
lected from  them,  and  some  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge, I  have  DO  heal^tion  in  saying  that  there  is, 
and  has  been  for  yean,  a  monopoly  of  that  artiele, 
to  the  great  iqjury  of  the  poorer  clasa  of  the  people 
of  Indiana. 

Deposits  for  the  sale  of  salt  ate  estabUshed  along 
the  Ohio  and  tbe  Waba^  lUvers,  at  from  thirty  to 
forty  miles  from  each  other,  by  monopolists  trom 
Eenhawa,  in  Virginia,  and  f^m  Kentucky.  One 
agent  of  these  monopolists  is  at  this  village; 
another  at  Lafayette,  forty  miles  below,  who  nee 
or  latl  in  their  prices  according  to  the  competidon 
they  meet,  and,  by  this  means,  oppress  the  poor,  and 
amass  wealth  to  themselves  to  a  very  Urge  amount 
per  annum. 

The  sslt  mannhctured  at  the  wells  at  Eenhawa, 
and  in  Kentucky,  will  not  preserve  pork  in  the 
Boathern  climate.  In  the  winter  of  1823  I  descend- 
ed tbe  rivers  to  New  Orleans,  with  a  quantity  of 
pork  put  up  with  salt,  made  at  the  wells  of  these 
monopolists.  Soon  after  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
I  was  compelled  to  purchase  Turk's  Island  salt,  and 
repack  my  pork;  thereby  incurring  an  eipense  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  he  of  great  benefit 
to  Indiana  to  repeal  tbe  law  levying  a  duty  on  for- 

CmianimieationfntH  J.  O.  Rmd,  Etq.,  manlier  oftht 

Senati  m  Iht  SlaU   of  Indiana,  dated    WatAing- 

lon  County,  Abv.  80,  1880. 

I  received  yonra  of  July  last,  and  am  sorry  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  more  full  ac- 
count of  the  subject  matter  therein  contuned.  Rel- 
ative to  the  act  of  last  winter  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt,  I  have  only  to  say  that,  iu  this  section,  it 
met  with  almost  universal  satisfaction,  and  a  great 
anxiety  is  expressed  that  the  enUre  duty  be  Ukea 
off  this  winter. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer,  in  a  brief  and  concise 
manner,  a  few  of  the  queries  propounded  by  yon. 

lat.  "Whether  the  trade,"  4c.— It  to,  bat  at 
what  works  particularly  I  do  not  know.  The  mo- 
nopoly extends  throughout  this  State,  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, generally  throughout  the  Western  States. 

Bd.  "The  price,"  4o,— Domestic  salt  is  tl  28; 
foreign  (I  SO.  The  freight  from  New  Orieans  is 
one  doUorper  hundred. 

4th.  "Whether,"  4c — They  hsve;  the  depots 
are  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles. 

StL  "Whether  salt,"  &c.— It  is  sold  by  weight, 
60  lbs.  to  the  bushel ;  a  weighed  bushel  will  not 
measure  more  than  three  pecks. 

8th.  "  Whether,"  4c.— They  sell  only  for  cash  in 
hand.    The  price  is  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

8th.  "  Do  the,"  4c. — I  do  not  know,  but  pre- 
sume they  do.    Foreign  salt  competes  with  them. 

11th.  "  Whether,"  ftc.— It  is  not. 

12th.  "  The  eipense,"  4c, — Some  few  yean  ago,  I 
had  a  number  of  barrels  repacked  in  New  Orleans, 
which  had  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt:  it  cost  mo 
tl  m  per  barrel,  and  12^  cents  for  each  hoop  that 
waa  furnished  In  the  place  of  those  that  got  broken 
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in  the  process.     I  preBome  the  price  ia  n«arl/  the 


high  price  oDd  Bcordtj  of  ult,  to  give  them  wtuit 
the J  need. 

IStb.  "  The  use,"  Ac— It  leaof  grekt  tiK.    It  ii 
faand  la  be  an  adTtntage  ofat  least  SO  per  cent. 
ha;,  particular);  prairie  hay,  Chat  ii  of  little  or 
'  use  without  salt ;  is  found  to  be  almost  equal  to  fod- 
<ier  when  property  put  up  in  salt. 

GmmMnUalionfrani  Qat.  W.  H.  Marruon,  of  0]uo, 
daitd  Watkingten  CUy,  Rb.  6,  1831. 

I  have  always  supposed,  and  every  gear's  exp»- 
rience  confirms  me  in  the  opinion,  ttuLt  the  duty  on 
salt  (at  least  the  higher  rate  of  duty  lately  pud) 
was  Injurious  to  Che  interest  ofagricultnre  in  that 
part  of  the  Western  country  in  which  I  reside. 
One  of  our  staples,  and  the  one  which  I  belieTe 
yields  the  most  profit  to  Che  fiirmer,  is  pork.  The  in- 
crease of  its  mannfacture  (if  I  may  so  call  it,  meaa- 
Ing  the  preparatioD  of  it  in  barrels  for  exportation) 
is  altogether  astonishing.  It  is  believed  that,  in 
Cincinnati  alone,  there  were  slaughtered  and  pack- 
ed this  year  one  hundred  thousand  hogs,  averaging 
at  least  six  doUan,  and  thus  scattering  tSUO.OOO 
amongst  the  farmers.  It  is  ascertained,  beyond 
contradiction,  that  sea  salt  is  necessary  to  prevent 
Its  spoiling  in  its  passage  through  the  hot  climate 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  its  course  to  a  foreign  market, 
or  to  our  ovii  Atlantic  ports.  In  both  of  these,  our 
pork,  of  late  years,  has  acquired  a  very  high  charac- 
ter. This  ia  due  t«  the  eipcrience  which  baa  been 
acqnired  in  packing,  aod  to  the  excluslTe  use,  when 
it  can  be  procured,  of  sea  sale.  Before  Chat  article 
was  brought  to  Cincinnati  by  the  steamboats,  the 
pork  which  was  prepared  with  the  Western  salt  was 
always  repacked  at  New  Orieans,  when  sent  to  a 
market  beyond  that  place,  at  an  expense  of  one 
dollar  per  barrel,  and  sometimes  with  a  consid- 
erable deduotion  from  the  quantity,  from  the  re- 
jection of  tainted  pieces.  And,  indeed,  alter  its 
arrival  at  the  foreign  market,  it  brought  a  muoh 
leM  price  than  the  pork  of  the  Atlantic  States, 
which  had  been  cured  with  sea  sale.  From  these 
facta,  it  must  be  evident  that,  in  proportion  Co  the 
abuodaace  and  the  Ghespness  of  sea  salt  in  the  city 
of  CSncinoati,  the  price  of  pork  must,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  governed,  and  the  price  in  tliat  great 
mart  governs  it  In  Che  surroundinff  States. 

In  the  year  1826  or  "7,  the  poA  market  opened 
in  Cincinnati  tolerably  well;  but  tiie  pork  dealers 
from  the  Atlantic  cities,  finding  a  great  defiuency 
of  sea  sslt,  and  that  at  ■  very  hl^  priee,  reftised 
to  purchase,  and  the  article  fell  to  tl2  and  (2  60  per 
huDdred. 

The  objection,  in  the  Western  country.  Chat  has 
been  urged  against  aboUahing  or  reducing  the  duty 
on  salt  is,  the  apprelienaion  that  it  may  destroy  the 
Western  manufactories  of  that  article.  Against  the 
probability  of  this  occurrence  Is  the  fact  of  the 
advance  of  price  in  the  domestic  article  of  from 
seventy-five , to  one  hundred  per  centum  in  the 
course  of  six  or  leven  years.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
what  is  the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  domestic  arti- 
ole  at  the  several  works  In  the  Western  country. 
I  tMve  onderMood,  and  believe,  that  from  thirty  t« 


tbirty-flve  cents  was  considered  a  fair  price  for  it  in 
Cincinnati  some  years  ago.  It  is  not  now  sold 
lower  than  fifty  eenia;  and,  for  some  time  in  So- 
oember  last,  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel 
of  60  Iba.  was  charged  for  it 

I  win  add  the  further  &ct  against  the  looceafhl 
competition  of  the  imporl«d  with  Uie  Westeis  salt 
for  domestic  parpoees,  for  which  the  latter  ia  equally 
good  with  the  former,  that  the  salting  of  pork  com- 
mencing in  the  beginning  of  December,  the  salt 
must  be  imported  in  the  spring  which  is  intended 
to  supply  the  market — the  usnally  low  state  of  the 
rivers  In  the  summer  and  fall  preventing  the  navi- 
gation in  these  seasons.  The  investment  of  money, 
therefore,  by  the  inerohant  in  the  article  must  bs 
made  at  least  six  months  before  be  can  eOtat  a  nla 
of  it. 

Comnutmcation  frmn  John  C.   Wiii,Stg.,o/  Mit- 

louri,  dattd  Cap*  CHrankau,  tmatly  of  Jaekiam, 

Novead>tr  24,  1SS0. 

I  saw  in  the  Jackson  Hercury,  August  SO,  ft  rk- 
quest  of  yours  to  the  citizens  oV  the  West,  for  In- 
formation or  answers  to  several  qaeries  on  Che  ar- 
Ciclftof  salt.  Considering  myself  interested  to  the 
matter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  them  so  far  aj 
my  own  knoffledge  of  the  matter  extends. 

To  the  llret  query  I  know  but  little  of  myself 
fiirther  than  this:  there  are  some  mercbanta 
amongst  us  Chat  have  been  applied  to  for  salt,  and 
proposed  trade  iu  payment;  their  reply  was,  they 
were  selling  on  commission,  and  could  take  nothing 
else  but  money  for  it. 

The  second  query  I  know  nothing  about. 

Sd.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  in  Jackson,  varies 
from  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  Cwenty-flre  cents  per 
fifty  pounds,  and  that  weighed  with  old  rusty  steel- 
yards that  will  not  preponderate,  for  eight  or  ten 
pounds.  Foreign  salt  is  never  lower  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  fifty  pounds.  Do- 
mestic, by  the  barrel,  vanes  from  seventy-five  to 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents;  foreign  ditto,  one 
dollar  per  fifty  pounds  by  the  sack,  alter  paying  for 
the  weight  of  the  sack,  and  then  adding  Glly  cents 
more  for  the  sack.  The  common  frel^tage  from 
New  Orleans  to  the  Cape,  from  seventy-five  cents  to 
one  dollar  per  hundred. 

4th.  As  to  this  query  I  know  nothing  of  mjaelC 

Ctb.  This  I  likewise  know  nothing  about. 

Sth.  This  query  I  have  answered  as  to  Che  weight 
per  bushel,  only  the  measured  bushel,  which,  aa 
1 1  can  say  pointed,  domestic  salt  will  weigh 


theci 


wUlai 


9th.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  competition  her« ; 
when  there  is  a  scareity  it  is  sura  to  rise,  and  plenty 
brings  it  down  lower  than  the  alMve-atated 

10^  This  query  I  eauiot  answer. 

Ilth.  As  to  domestic  salt  theywH]  not  receive 
beef  or  pork  pickled  with  It,  and  it  does  not  aiimtw 
for  batter  for  exportation. 
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Datx<mAltm8iA. 


[Ssun. 


inlt.  Beef  n 
Mam  if  pot  a 


pork  win  be  ree^ved  hi  New 


lb.  If  KTj  doea  eo  d 
ailt,  it  haa  to  be  Tepaoked  with  one  biuhel  of  thun 
adt  for  aach  bane). 

I4th.  I  hftTo  long  ciperiaoced  tlM  kdrantaga  of 
gfriag  adl  to  itod  of  orerj  kind ;  if  I  am  working 
nj  botMa,  and  thej  &il  eating,  gire  tbem  rail  or 
■Jt  and  watar  to  drink;  I  diacorar  it  immediately 


them  twice  ■  weok,  and  through  the  wo^ng  seaMn 
KTvrj  other  da^.  I  fiud  it  necesaarj  to  nit  cattle 
Qiroagb  tbe  winter  oace  a  week ;  tbey  eat  their 
rongh  food  moch  better,  and  took  better  in  " 
•pring ;  and  when  the  gran  and  herbs  b^a  t<  . 
^  I  And  il  neceaary  to  aalt  every  other  day,  and 
tbcD  tfaMiwh  tbe  nmmer  twice  a  week,  and  hare 
alwmyg  noticed,  if  I  oegleoled  ealting  one  week,  mj 
■ikh  oowa  biied  of  their  milk.  I  hare  lome  neigh- 
boi*  that  eeldom  lalt  their  stock  at  all,  and  I  cake 
BOticfl  that  my  cattle  look  u  well  in  tbe  apritig  as 
tbeira  do  in  the  falL  Their  reason  for  not  salting 
they  aay  ii,  that  salt  ia  ao  deac.  Sheep  and  boga 
tequire  salt  at  any  rate  once  a  week  through  the 
■ammer ;  boga  pot  up  fittten  much  better  by  Being 
weQ  sailed. 

ISth.  Hie  adTantage  of  salt  for  dunaffed  hay  1 
know  ia  great.  I  have  seen  hay  th&(  loolied  like  it 
wa«  almoet  eotirely  spoiled,  and  when  stacked  ap 
with  nit,  cattle  eB.t  It  dean,  and  looked  well ;  but 
■alt  selling  so  high  ae  II  does,  preTsnts  ua  poor  peo- 
ple from  hariDg  it  by  ua  eren  for  the  uae  of  our 
•toek  and  pickung  np  our  meat,  as  nothing  but 
BMHtey  win  get  IL  Oo  to  a  merchant,  and  ask  if  he 
wanta  any  kmd  of  prodnce  ;  if  he  saya  yes — well,  I 
will  bring  it  at  each  a  day — I  want  aome  salt  to 
pickle  i^>  my  meat,  for  I  hare  got  no  toooey — his 
reply  ia,  my  salt  is  a  cash  article ;  1  cannot  sell  it 
tor  produce.  Well,  I  am  obliged  to  hare  salt ;  If 
you  win  tmst  me  a  little  while,  I  will  pay  yon  the 
money  for  it.  His  reply  tbeo  Is,  I  merelj-  bring 
rait  for  accommodalioii ;  I  make  nothing  on  It ;  I 
Biiut  have  the  money  down,  or  otherwise,  will  reply, 
J  am  aelling  on  commission,  and  am  obliged  to  have 
the  money.  On  these  terms  I  bare  known  men  to 
do  witbont  aalt  nntil  they  had  nffered  considerably 
for  want  of  dwt  arlicto,  onleaa  they  oould  borrow 
of  a  atigtibar. 

HoDorable  sir,  if  your  interference  in  Congreas 
ean  mitigate  tbe  matter.  It  will  confer  a  very  re- 
qoia'ita  bvor  on  oar  neighborhood. 

Hr.  B.,  after  reading  or  referring  to  those 
eommonicatioas,  which  were  giveo  under  the 
anthora'  names,  stated  that  be  had  another  of 
wary  material  import  which  he  would  read  to 
tbe  Senate^  bat  without  tiie  name.  He  had  the 
leaB  relaotanoe  in  doing  this,  betwnse  he  had 
eodeaTored  to  give  to  the  agent  of  the  Kenbawa 
Company,  who  had  been  in  attendanoe  apon  the 
other  Honae  during  the  aession,  an  opportnaity 
to  aaawer.  Ho  had  commnnicat«d  uie  statA- 
ment  to  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Uana- 


express  pnrpoee  of  enabling  the  agent 
it   before  that  committee,  bat  who  had  not 
■vailed  himaelf  of  that  opportonity. 
BtmUmtft  of  a  niintt  of  iTosAam,  JkrtMud  at 
mmmymeiu,  iMat  hd  maj/mil  eemprmUn  Au  fnu»- 


qmtUly,  ittf  mi\  iKt  mmn  of  IA*  pagrrt  and 
rtetirtr*  in  tA«  "  dtad  veil "  tytim ;  Iht  namtt 
bmtg  now  omitttd,  a*  it  it  nof  the  objael  of  Mr.  B. 
to  itittrftrt  iritk  imtiviJiiidt,  but  lo  txpott  a  tytttm. 
"Dead  welU  are  now  oommon  at  tbe  Eenhaw* 
•alines,  and  are  giving  to  the  place  a  dila[ddated 
and  melancholy  appeanuiM,  and  dung  a  real  In- 
jury to  tha  couitry.  There  are  many  of  tbeaa  dead 
well^  and  monopolizers  pay  the  owner  for  letting 
tbem  remau  idle.  •  •  ■  mid  ■  •  •  j.,. 
oeive  aboot  (1,900  per  annum  for  two  dead  wells. 
*  *  *  receivea  about  |3,OD0  per  annum  for 
one.  •  ■  ■  about  $1,600  perimnum  for  an- 
other. Ifany  othen  receive  less  or  greater  sama 
upon  tbe  ume  terms.  Betfdea  dead  welli,  there 
an  also  unborn  wells,  whose  owners  are  paid  for 
not  letting  tbem  be  dng.  I  know  serenl  of  thia 
Hnd.  •  •  a  receiTes  (l,iSO  per  aeQuin  not  to 
dig  a  well  on  his  land ;  ■  •  ■  receivea  (], GOO 
anotially  on  the  same  tenns ;  *  *  *  reonvea 
(2,600  per  annum  in  tbe  rameway;  and  I  have 
DO  doubt,  man^  othera,  and  It  U  all  a  thing  of  noto- 
riety in  the  nughborhood.  Before  the  monopoly, 
(he  price  of  salt  »u  about  a  sbllUng  a  bushel,  as  it 
la  called,  and  aa  olUn  under  as  above  that  price, 
and  it  could  be  got  for  any  kind  of  trade ;  since  the 
monopoly,  it  is  fifty  cents  cash,  and  none  will  be 
sold  for  retail  to  tbe  people  of  tbe  States,  except  to 
those  who  will  bind  themselves  to  avoid  compe- 
tition with  tbe  monopolizers  at  their  depots.  Tht 
company  that  monopotiie  the  works  are  the  chief 
Bbippers,  and  through  tbeir  agents  retail  to  the 
people  in  moat  of  tbe  Western  States,  fixing  their 
own  price,  their  own  weight,  and  the  quanUty 
which  each  State  is  to  have,  eicept  so  far  as  they 
are  interfered  with  by  alum  salt  from  New  Orleans. 

After  reading,  or  referring  to  the  extracts  of 
evidenoa,  taken  before  the  Committee  of  the 
British  Eonae  of  Commons  on  the  salt  duties, 
and  reading  or  stating  the  oonunmiioationB  re- 
oelTOd  by  himself  from  citizens  of  the  Western 
States,  Mr.  B.  prooaeded  to  make  oopions  and 
extended  remarks  apon  the  nsea  of  salt  in 
agricoltore  and  manufactures ;  the  difference 
between  the  impure  and  inferior  s^t  made  by 
boiling  well  water,  and  the  clean,  pure,  and 
crystallized  salt  made  by  the  rays  of  the  son, 
In  hot  climates,  outof  tbe  vaterof  the  sea;  tbe 
variety  of  uses  to  which  the  well  water  salt 
was  wholly  nn&t  aud  inadequate ;  and  the  cruel 
injustice,  on  tbe  part  of  the  Federal  Govern* 
ment,  of  expelling  the  pnro  salt  from  the  coun- 
try by  an  oppressive  tax,  which  might  other- 
wise be  had  both  cheap  and  abondant,  for  the 
purpose  of  oompeUing  them  to  use  the  inferif^ 
salt  at  an  enormons  and  tmcooscionable  price. 

1.  He  remarked  on  the  value  of  aalt  to  stook, 
proved  by  both  the  Snglish  and  American 
testimony.  It  was  proved  that  the  health  of 
all  animals  was  preserved  by  it;  and  with  this 
preservation  of  health,  ensnedall  the  advantages 
of  increased  growth  and  fattening,  prolong 
life,  moltiplied  ofisf)ring ;  and  superior  flavor 
to  the  flesh,  the  milk,  the  butter,  the  cheese, 
the  haoon,  beef,  and  pork,  which  were  made 
from  them.  Id  England,  it  was  computed  that 
the  advantage  to  tbe  stock  from  all  these  sonroes 
26  per  cent,  per  annum.    On  one  farm  it 
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was  rat«d  at  about  88}  per  cent. ;  and  the  ag- 
gregate advantage,  or  rather  the  aggregate  loss 
to  the  farmers  for  want  of  Bait,  was  stated  to 
exceed  the  annual  amountof  the  tax,  which 
about  7,000,000  dollars. 

3.  He  remarked  on  the  neoeadtj  of  ann-ni 
salt  for  bntter  and  oheeee.  If  put  op  in  o 
mon  salt,  the  butter  aoon  became  raneid,  and 
sold  at  less  than  half  the  vrioe  of  alum  salt  bat- 
ter at  New  Orleane  ana  in.  the  ITegt  Indies. 
He  attributed  the  general  inferioritj  of  American 
cheese  to  the  impure  salt  which  was  used  in 
making  it;  and  dwelt  npon  the  articles  of 
cheese  and  bntter  as  sources  of  wealth  to  ' 

Btock-raising  Statee,  if  dnlr  improved  bj  

use  of  pnre  salt.  He  'said  the  exports  of  the 
last  jears  had  reached  the  valne  of  $in,0O() 
per  annum ;  which,  though  considerabje,  was  a 
trifle  compared  to  the  consamption  in  onr 
towns,  and  the  export  to  the  Lower  Mississippi, 
ne  considered  the  farmers  as  losing  the  one- 
half  of  their  whole  sales  of  bntter  and  cheese, 
by  using  artifioial  salt,  made  b;  men,  instead 
of  nsing  the  natural  crjatailized  salt,  made  by 
nature.  To  the  cows  on  Autj  farms,  it  was 
proved  in  England,  that  half  a  bnshel  of  salt  per 
annum  was  necessary;  and  the  milk,  bntter, 
and  cheese,  all  were  richer  and  better  flavored 
when  tliat  qnantitr,  or  more,  was  given.  Com- 
mon salt  would  do  for  the  cows  to  lick ;  but 
ainm  salt  was  indispenaable  for  bntter  and 
oheese  that  was  to  be  long  kept  or  exported. 

3.  In  the  article  of  bacon  ne  estimated  the 
loss  at  nearly  one-half  in  using  the  fire-made 
aalt.  Bach  bacon  wonld  not  sell  for  much  more 
tlian  half  price  in  any  of  our  market  towns,  and 
could  not  oe  carried  to  the  Southern  olimatea, 
or  exported,  without  danger  of  spoiling,  and 
becoming  a  total  loss.  6nch  baoon  was  often 
a.  drug  in  the  market  at  New  Orleans  at  two 
cents  a  pound,  a  mere  refuse  article  at  that 
price,  while  the  alum  salt  baoon  was  a  ready  sole 
at  Bii  or  eight  cents. 

4.  In  pickled  pork. — For  this  purpose  alum 
salt  was  indispensable.  The  artificial  salt 
wonld  answer  no  purpose.  The  poisonous  in- 
gredients called  slack  and  bittern,  which  it 
contained,  cormptedtheporkin  warm  climates, 
and  the  soluble  nature  of  the  salt  itself  by  dis- 
solving immediately,  brought  all  the  pieces  in 
contact,  and  made  each  assist  in  destroying  the 
other.  The  crystallized  salt,  besidea  being  free 
from  Black  and  bittern,  is  large  in  the  grain, 
and  so  far  insoluble  that  a  layer  of  it  remuns 
for  years  between  each  piece  of  meat,  and  act- 
ing as  a  perpetual  preservative.  Vr.  B.  said 
that  bacon  might  be  i^ade,  after  a  fashion,  with 
boiled  salt;  but  pickled  pork  not  at  all.  For 
that  purpose,  the  sun-made  salt  was  a  line  qua 
flon.  For  want  of  this  salt,  the  Western  farm- 
ers had  got  into  the  general  custom  of  mining 
bacon,  whereby  they  lost  abont  one-third  of  the 
product  of  their  hog-stock ;  for  the  bacon  dried 
and  wasted  near  a  third  by  the  time  it  was  i 
sold,  and  would  then  sell  for  no  more  than ' 
pickled  pork,  which  loat  not  au  ounce  in  weij^t  i 
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from  the  day  it  was  put  into  the  barrel  till  sold. 
A  difference  of  one-third  to  be  saved  in  the 
annual  prodaot  of  the  hog-stock,  would  be  im- 
mense to  tbe  farmers;  and  this  difference 
wonld  be  saved  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
alnm  salt. 

S.  In  pickled  beef. — For  this  pnrpoae  alum 
salt  is  absolutely  indlspenaable.  Beef  could  not 
be  pickled  without  it;  tod,  therefore,  to  find  a 
market,  the  beef  cattle  were  driven  off  npon 
the  hoof.  Ur.  B.  pronounced  it  to  be  a  loimg 
buEiness,  a  most  disadvantageous  traffic,  to  any 
coautry  to  drive  away  its  beef  cattle  to  be  sold 
on  the  hoof.  The  immediate  loss  iu  tbat  oper- 
ation was  nearly  one-half  the  value  of  the  beel^ 
and  the  whole  loss  of  the  hide,  tallow,  and  offal ; 


[inrchase  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  i 
OSS  of  leather,  soap,  and  candles  for  ez^ 
tion.    Pickled  beef  in  New  Orleans  was  usually 


from  eight  to  twelve  dollars  a  barrel,  which 
was  &om  four  to  six  cents  a  pound.  The 
farmers  of  the  West  usnally  sell  their  cattle  at 
from  li  to  2i  cents  per  pound ;  thus  suffering 
a  loss  of  nearly  one-half  on  the  beef ;  the  hide 
and  tallow,  which  is  worth  as  much  as  the  beef 
sells  for  at  such  rates,  being  thrown  into  the 
bargwn,  and  given  away.  The  disastrous  ef- 
fect of  this  suicidal  bu^nces  was  seen  in  every 
town  in  the  West,  where  foreign  hides  from 
South  Aiperioa,  foreign  leather,  boots,  shoes, 
and  saddlery,  and  foreign  soap  and  cukdles, 
from  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  States,  were 
duly  exhibited  for  sale.  Another  disastrous 
consequence,  but  not  so  visible  to  the  passing 
eye,  was  the  loss  of  all  these  articles  for  exjior- 
tatiou.  The  exportation  of  soap  and  caudles 
had  lately  amounted  to  912,000  dollars  in  the 
year ;  and  of  leather,  boote,  ahoea,  and  saddlery, 
to  460,000  doUars.  These  eiportationa  went 
from  tlie  Atlantic  cities  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
chiefly  grew  out  of  the  gifts  which  the  Western 
formers  made  of  their  hides  and  tallow  to  the 
drovers.  Tliey  were  eiportations  which  be- 
longed to  the  West,  not  only  because  it  produced 
the  material  out  of  which  the  manufactured 
articles  were  made,  but  it  was  the  best  place 
for  carrying  on  the  manufactory  of  them  on 
account  of  the  cheapness  of  provisions,  and 
the  fiunlitiea  of  exporting  direct  to  the  West 
Indies.    . 

Kr.  B.  made  a  fbrther  illustratiou  of  tlie  evils 
of  driving  beef  cattle  from  the  West,  in  its 
effect  upon  the  internal  navigation  and  domes- 
tic marlcets  of  the  great  valley.  The  Missiasippi 
River  was  to  the  West  what  the  Mediterranean 
Sea  was  to  the  Romans ;  it  ia  mart  noitrvm — 
sea—and  the  steamboats  and  other  boats 
upon  it  constitute  our  navigation.  The  building 
of  these  vessels  ^ves  employment  to  a  multi- 
tude of  usefiil  and  respectable  .mechanics; 
creates  a  demand  for  vast  qnantitiea  of  wood, 
iron,  paints,  and  glass;  fumitore  of  every  de- 
BCriptLon ;  daily  supplies  of  provisions ;  wood 
for  fuel,  now  eetimated  at  a  million  of  dollars 
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The  aggregate  of  bU  these  ezpenditi 
nected  with  Bteamboat'baildiiig  sad  nsviga^D, 
wu  aevera]  mUlions  of  dollan  per 


Ele,  and  delivered  into  their  hsndB  in  their  own 
ODsea.  Having  drawn  the  pictare  of  the  ad- 
raotagea  of  ateamboat  naTigation  to  the  West, 
Hr.  B.  Teotrtred  to  make  the  soggeacion  that 
they  would  be  nearly  doubled  by  snbatitating 
a  change  in  U>e  beef  trade,  fhim  driving  the 
cattle  on  the  hoof  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  to  seud- 
mg  the  beef  pickled  to  Hew  Orieans  and  the 
Veet  Indies.  Such  a  change  would  open  a  new 
and  immense  head  for  freight  down  the  river, 
and  a  corresponding  increase  for  freight  haok ; 
for  it  was  of  the  natore  of  eiports  and  imports 
to  emulate  each  other:  it  would  produce  di- 
minished prioee  for  nnder  oargo,  of  which  salt 
would  be  the  chief;  and  a  corresponding  in- 
crease of  every  expenditure  connected  with  the 
eonatraction  and  navigation  of  steamboats.  He 
then  averred  that  thia  change,  and  the  atupen- 
dona  benefits  resolling  from  it,  depended  solely 
and  exeluaively  upon  the  free  use  of  alum  aalt 
— upon  the  abolition  of  the  duty  upon  that  ar- 
ticle— npon  the  simple  and  obvious  process  of 
permitting  the  Western  people  to  use  the  aalt 
according  to  their  wants  and  wishes,  which  God 
bad  created  for  them  in  all  the  islands  of  the 
Golf  of  Mexioo.  And  he  ridiculed  with  oon- 
temptoona  sarcasm  the  aflbcted  alarms  of  those 
who  expressed  the  fear  that  there  would  not  be 
aalt  enough  if  the  domestic  manufactories 
checked  their  operations.  He  said  it  was  a  fear 
that  there  would  be  a  failure  of  sunshine  and 


Having  briefly  touched  upon  the  important 
uses  of  salt  in  agricultnre,  and  especially  for 
stock  and  provisions,  Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  notice 
tiie  disadvantages  under  which  the  farmers  of 
the  Western  States  labored  with  respect  to  that 
arUde.  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  these  disad- 
vantages, or  opprea^ons,  as  thev  might  with 
greater  propriety  be  called,  stood  the  appalling 
and  astounding  fact,  that  the  whole  salt  trade 
of  the  West,  so  far  as  it  depended  upon  the  do- 
mestic manufactories,  was  one  vast  and  cmel 
monopoly  I  The  """""g  fact  was  proved  by 
a  variety  of  testimony ;  it  was  known  to  every 
Western  Senator  present ;  it  was  felt  at  home 
in  every  department  of  ^ricnlture,  by  all  the 
ftnners  of  the  West.  "The  baleful  effects  of 
this  horrid  monopoly  were  forcibly  depicted  by 
the  witnesses  whose  oommnnications  he  had 
read.  Double  price  and  soant  measure;  the 
whole  country  districted,  allowanced,  and  stint- 
ed- ready  money  exacted;  wella  rented  from 
their  owners  to  lie  idle;  new  wells  prevented 
from  being  dug ;  overgrown  fortones  to  the 
moDopolizera,  privation,  want,  and  suffering 
anwDg  the  people  and  stock:  such  was  the 
^ockmg  and  revolting  picture  which  these 
communications  presented  to  the  Senate,    Hr. 


B.  animadverted  in  the  most  indignant  terms 
upon  monopolies  of  every  species,  and  placed 
the  salt  monopoly  at  the  head  of  Uie  abomina- 
ble and  infernal  list.  He  said  this  very  mo- 
nopoly was  one  of  the  causes  which  brought 
Cluu-lee  the  First  to  the  block.  Queen  Elisa- 
beth, though  a  pettiooated  tyrant,  had  the  hu- 
manity, or  rather  sagacity,  to  suppress  the  salt 
monopoly,  towards  the  close  o(  her  reign ;  for 
which  act  of  mercy  and  condescension  the 
whole  Parliament  went  in  a  body  to  thank  and 
bless  her  as  an  angel  of  beneficence.  The  bigot- 
ed Btuarts  revived  it,  and  pud  the  forfeiture  in 
the  loss  of  life  and  kingdom.  There  had  been 
no  monopoly  of  salt  in  England  since  Cbarlea 
the  First  had  lost  hia  head ;  the  States  beyond 
the  Alleghany  Mountuns  were  the  only  exam- 
ple of  that  oppreaaion  at  this  time  existing  in 
the  civilized  world.  Ur.  B.  considered  the 
present  duty  on  foreign  salt  as  the  father  and 
guardian  of  this  domeslio  monopoly.  He  con- 
sidered it  the  protector,  defender,  and  supporter 
of  the  monopdists.  He  considered  the  act  of 
Oongress  which  kept  np  this  duty,  as  the  law 
whidi  established  this  monopoly;  and  de- 
nounced such  a  law,  not  merely  as  odious  and 
oppressive,  hut  as  a  species  of  impiety  and  sac- 
rilege, a  species  of  revolt  and  rebellion  ag^st 
the  providence  of  Ood,  who  had  created  salt, 
HnA  spread  It  through  tlie  nniverse,  for  the  tise 
of  man  and  beast,  and  as  the  preservative  prin- 
ciple of  life  and  health  in  both.  The  sea  was 
filled  with  it,  and  the  sun  manu&ctured  it.  It 
came  cheap  and  pure  from  that  manufactory, 
established  by  Divine  wisdom,  and  co-exl«n- 
sive  with  the  bounds  of  the  habitable  globe. 
Salt  was  the  preservative  principle  of  the  world. 
Every  living auimalmnstnave  it;  every  species 
of  food  must  contain  it.  Without  it,  nuiversal 
death  and  corruption  would  ensne.  The  disci- 
plea  of  Christ  were  called  by  their  Master  "the 
salt  of  the  earth ;  "  and  that  divine  metaphor 
waa  intended  to  convey  to  the  understandings 
of  all  people  the  knowledge  of  the  preservative 
nature  of  their  mission,  a  mission  which  was  to 
save  the  moral  world  irom  corruption,  as  salt 
preserves  the  animal  and  matorial  world.  Lawa 
to  prevent  any  portion  of  the  human  race  from 
using  the  pure  and  perfect  salt  made  by  the  raya 
of  the  sun  ont  of  the  waves  of  the  sea,  if  enact- 
ed without  a  dire  necessity,  were  impious  con- 
trivances to  frustrate  the  beneficence  of  Ood.  A 
war  for  self-preservation  alone  could  justify  such 
laws.  They  had  existed  in  all  countries,  and 
had  nm  highest  where  homan  liberty  was  at  the 
lowest  ebb.  They  are  now  disappearing,  van- 
ishing, and  falling  before  therecnperative  ener- 
gies of  popular  righta.  The  gahelU  fell,  in 
France,  before  the  march  of  revolution.  In 
England,  this  unnatural  tax,  after  attaining  the 
monstrous  height  of  fifteen  shillings  a  bushel, 
sunk  and  disappeared  before  the  labors  of  that 

S re-eminent  committee  from  whose  reports  a 
iw  imperfect  and  mutilated  extracts  have  been 
read.  The  salt  tax  disappeared  from  the 
United  States  about  twenty  years  ago,  during 
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the  auspicious  administration  of  the  immortal 
JeffereoD.  Eveii  Spaio,  the  last  oooutr;  upon 
earth  in  which  to  look  for  a  liberal  eiample, 
wee  an  instanoe  of  the  generona  use  of  salt. 
The  United  States  alone  ore  now  presenting 
the  example  of  keeping  up  this  odioos  tax,  of 
keeping  it  np  without  necessity,  of  keeping  it  np 
for  the  oppression  of  the  people,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  monopolizers,  for  the  ImpoTeriBhment 
and  degradation  of  the  West.  Bnt  let  the  peo- 
ple not  despair.  Belief  though  oat  of  sight,  is 
sometimes  near  at  band.  The  darkest  hour  of 
the  oight  is  that  which  precedes  the  break  of 
day.  In  England,  in  1801,  the  first  attempt  of 
the  Mends  of  the  people  to  redace  the  salt  tat, 
was  followed  by  the  insolt  and  outrage  of  rais- 
ing it.  The  Pitt  administration,  to  pnnish  and 
intimidate  those  who  proposed  the  abolition, 
Immediately  rused  the  duty  f^om  ten  to  flfteea 
ehiUings  a  bushel ;  but  they  nused  the  spirit  of 
the  people  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  few  years 
the  whole  oppressive  burden  fell  to  the  etu1;h. 
Resulting  from  this  monopoly,  thus  establish- 
ed and  protected,  came  Qi6  present  enormons 
iirioe  of  salt.  Ur.  B.  begged  Senators  to  recol- 
ect  the  testimony  he  had  read,  and  reflect  in 
how  many  places  the  sum  of  7S  oenta,  or  a  dol' 
lar,  or  a  dollar  and  a  qoarter,  was  exacted  fkim 
tbe  people  for  about  two  pecks  and  a  half  of 
inferior,  fire-made,  artifioial  salt,  imposed  npon 
them  under  the  scandalized  name  of  a  bnsnel. 
If  the  doty  was  off,  he  woaM  venture  to  affirm 
that  the  price  of  pure,  snn-made,  crystallized 
ealt  would  not  eioeed  a  pieaiUon  for  a  real 
bushel  at  !N'ew  Orleans,  and  three  orfburj^icaif- 
lon*  in  the  central  parts  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  His  uJcalation  was  this:  that 
the  import  price  of  this  fine  salt  was,  at  present, 
six  cents  for  that  of  Malta ;  eight  cents  for  that 
of  Spain  and  Portugal;  nine  cents  for  that  of 
Tnrk's  Island ;  and  that,  in  the  vast  increase 
which  the  foreign  salt  trade  would  assnme ,  and 
tihe  reduced  price  of  the  salt  from  Turk's  Isltud, 
(a  British  possession,)  in  oonseqnence  of  the  di- 
rect intercourse  with  that  island,  or  rather  will) 
the  five  hundred  Bahama  islands,  of  which  it  is 
the  chief^  the  average  price  at  Kew  Orleans 
would  be  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  freight  for 
salt,  B9  under  cargo,  was  now  about  one-third 
of  a  cent  per  pound,  and  woald  toon  be  brought 
by  the  great  boats,  dnring  the  spring  floods,  for 
one-fourth  of  a  cent.  Thns  woold  the  price  of 
^nm  salt,  at  LoniaviUe,  be  rednoed  to  about  20 
cents  a  bnshel.  Low  as  this  would  be,  a  great 
proportion  of  the  'Western  farmers  would  get  it 
on  BtiU  better  terms.  Thousands  of  fiat-bottomed 
boats  made  without  expense,  navigated  without 
akill  or  labor,  loaded  with  every  conceivable 
production  of  the  farm  and  the  forest,  and  de- 
scending from  all  the  oonfinent  streams  of  tJie 
Mississippi,  visit  New  Orleans  every  winter. 
The  owners  are  their  own  faotors  and  commis- 
sion merchants.  They  sell  ont  the  contents  of 
their  boat  (which,  moored  to  the  levee,  and 
labelled  with  its  contents,  serves  for  warehonse, 
kitchen,  parlor,  and  bed-room)  in  iJie  oonise  of 
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the  winter  months,  when  they  could  do  but 
little  at  home ;  buy  their  groceriea  in  the  spring, 
step  on  board  a  steamer  with  their  Gunily  nu>- 
pli|B,  and,  for  six  dollars,  are  at  home  in  ught 
or  ten  days,  ready  to  oonunenoe  the  new  crop 
witb  the  retnm  of  the  vernal  aeason.  To  all 
enob  the  acqiusition  of  two  or  three  sacks  of 
pure  and  perfect  salt  would  be  nothing  but  the 
exchange  of  a  few  loose  vegetables,  which 
would  Save  rotted  at  home. 

Ur.  B.  maintained  that  thesalt  taxfell  heavi- 
est upon  the  laboring  classes,  and  npon  the  poor. 
They  used  most  salt  in  proportion  to  tbeir 
wealth,  and  bought  at  a  disadvantage,  because 
they  bought  in  a  pinch,  in  small  qnantitiea,  at 
retwl  prices,  raised  tlie  mbney  to  buy  it  st  a 
sacrifice,  and  were  most  subject  to  be  imposed 
upon,  both  as  to  weight,  qnidity,  and  price.  It 
was  BO  in  England ;  it  is  so  here.  Look  at  the 
English  testimony!  It  tells  yon  the  tax  was 
harder  npon  the  peasant  than  the  nobleman. 
Look  at  the  Amencan  testimony  [  It  tells  30^ 
that  the  people  in  remote  {ilaces — the  small  fsJm- 
ers,  remote  from  great  towns,  had  to  p^  the 
highest  prices,  received  the  scantiest  measure, 
and  soffered  most  from  extortion  and  impod- 
tion.  It  was  in  such  places,  and  among  eooh 
customers,  that  the  weighed,  buehel  of  fiftf 
pounds  would  find  ample  accommodation  for 
lodging,  in  a  half  bnshel  measure ;  that  the  old 
rustv  steelyards  were  nsed,  that  would  not  pre- 
ponderate for  ten  pounds  in  fifty ;  that  the  defi- 
oieut  barrels  were  obliged  to  be  taken  at  the 
marked  weight ;  and  that  the  extortionate  prices 
of  one  and  two  dollars  for  these  scant  wei^t 
bnshela,  equal  to  two  and  fonr  dollars  for  lesl 
measured  bushels,  and  that  for  well-water  salt 
impr^nated  with  poisonous  ingredients,  and 
only  half  the  strength  of  sea-water  salt,  were 
aotuslly  paid  by  the  helpless  people,  and  re- 
ceived by  the  relentleas  monopolizers!  And 
yet,  in  the  face  of  these  damning  Gaota,  in  the 
midst  of  tlie  cries  of  these  Bofferingpeople,  there 
is  a  scheme  on  fbot,  not  only  to  resist  the  re- 
dttction,  bnt  to  effect  the  increase  of  this 
diataolioal  taxi  to  raue  it  from  ten  to  fifteen 

{Here  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  bill  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  increase  the  salt  tax,  and 
thought  this  bill  ought  to  be  produmed 
throughout  the  West  by  a  herald  and  a  trumpet, 
*~  rouse  and  alarm  the  people,  and  to  put  them 
I  their  guard  against  t£edangera  it  portended.] 
Resultmg  from  this  monopoly,  and  Uie  most 
degrading  of  ita  consequences,  was  the  power 
to  allowance  and  district  the  country  for  the 
consumption  of  salt.  The  Western  conntry  was 
districted  and  allowanoed.    AU  the  witnesses 

Srove  the  morti^ng  feet  Depots  are  estah- 
ahed,  and  agents  appointed  to  supply  each  dis- 
trict. No  competition  is  permitted.  No  own- 
petition  can  come,  except  from  New  Orleans, 
and  that  in  the  season  of  high  water.  To  [»«- 
vent  the  fulness  of  the  supply  from  opera^og 
n  the  highness  of  tho  vrice,  tbe  invention  of 
dead  wells"  was  mjtde,  and  a  mnltitiide of 
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v^Is,  rented  from  their  owners,  have  been  per- 
mitted to  stand  idle.  Na^,  more;  a  further 
ezertioD  of  this  itiTentioa  hoa  exhibited  the 
|irodi^  of  wells  eappressed — of  nnborn  weils 
Btlfied  in  the  womb  of  the  earth  hy  hiring  and 
Hjing  people  not  to  dig  for  their  salt  water  1 
The  oonteqnenoe  of  theee  enormidea  was,  stiat 
in  the  nipple,  «xeem  in  the  price.  The  conn- 
Uj  was  etarred  fbr  aalt,  and  nude  to  pay  double, 
In  many  places  qoadmple  its  vsloe.  The  do- 
ntMtio  anpplj  la  not  eqoal  to  one-fifth  of  the 
demand.  The  whole  qnantity  mode  in  the 
United  States,  aa  proved  hj  the  retnms  of  the 
■■It-makere  themselves  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
TntMOTj,  does  not  exceed  five  milUons  of 
bmhele;  while  the  consumption  of  the  ooontry 
wonid  reqsire  thirty  millions.  The  whole  prod- 
vet  of  the  Weflt,  inolnding  Western  FenneylvB- 
nia  and  the  Hotston  works  in  Virginia,  do  not 
«zoeed  two  and  a  half  millions  of  boshels, 
woghed  bnsbels;  each  of  which  bushel,  with 
a  little  packing  and  heaping,  wonld  oomfortably 
wtabliih  itself  in  a  half  bushel  measure. 

ICr.  B.  believed  that  the  stock  alone  of  the 
Dnited  States  wonld  require  twenty  millions  of 
bnaheli.  He  bottomed  hia  estimate  upon  the 
ooBsnmption  in  England.  It  was  there  proved 
that  the  stock,  independent  of  the  draosht 
horses,  and  hogs,  which  had  not  been  inctnaod 
in  th«  eatimata,  required  twenty-two  millions 
of  bushels^  fifty-six  pounds  to  the  bnahel, 
BOi^ly  them  annnall;.  He  felt  mortified 
bww  the  nnraber  of  stock  in  England,  for  he 
was  spewing  of  Endand  proper,  and  not  know 
tbe  number  in  the  United  States.  He  regretted 
Qtat  the  retam  of  stock  was  not  included  in  the 
eensns — in  the  oensos  made  by  Stat«  authority 
at  all  events — and  especially  in  the  West,  where 
■toek  oonstitated  so  large  s  proportion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  people.  In  the  absence  of  accu- 
rate information,  he  must  proceed  upon  proba- 
ble dat« ;  and,  as  ttie  United  States  was  more 
pt^nlons  than  Engliind,  ten  times  more  exten- 
sive, and  the  keeping  of  stock  more  easy,  he 
wonld  assume  the  stock  oensns  of  England  as 
ftmishiog,  not  the  oriterion  of  numbers,  but 
the  data  for  calculation;  the  sheep  of  the  United 
States  being  probably  one-third,  catUe  luid 
honea  doubtful,  and  hogs  for  more  unmerous. 
Aasnming  this  oaloolation  for  the  relative  nnm- 
ber  of  stock,  the  necessity  for  salt  was 
greater :  for  the  use  of  green  food,  and  especial- 
ij  wild  grass,  was  more  nsoal  in  the  United 
States;  and  tbia  groas  was  more  freeh,  or  free 
frmn  saltneas,  beoanse,  the  United  States  being 
a  continent,  and  not  an  island,  the  saline  dews 
which  corrected  the  fr^ehness  of  the  grass,  did 
Dot  extend  to  the  interior  States.  Assoming 
the  sheep  of  the  United  States  to  be  one-third 
of  theEn^ishflock,  to  wit,  ten  millions  of  head, 
and  allowing  to  each  sheep  tbe  English  supply, 
of  half  a  pound  a  week,  which  made  half  a 
bnsbei  a  year,  and  it  resnlted  that  the  sheep 
alone  of  tbe  United  States  reqnired  five  millions 
of  bnshels  of  salt  per  annum!  being  just  as 
nooh  aa  the  domestic  mannlactarera  made  I  so 


that  if  the  population  of  the  Union  should  be 
thrown  on  the  domestic  supply,  and  the  aheep 
supplied  first,  there  would  not  be  one  grun  left 
for  the  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  people,  and  the 
thousand  uses  beside,  for  which  salt  is  india- 
pensahle  I  So  mnoh  for  the  domeatio  supply  I 
It  had  been  computed  in  England  that  the  aup- 
ply  of  salt  to  the  sheep  was  the  aaving  of  six 
hundred  thousand  head  from  dying  annually; 
the  loss  of  Western  stock  for  want  of  salt  can- 
not be  estimated.  But  it  is  a  point  for  West- 
ern fanners  to  think  of.  Let  each  one  make 
the  compntstion  for  tumself^  and  consider  what 
his  annual  loss  is  in  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and 
horses,  for  want  of  this  condiment  to  their  food; 
this  medicine  for  their  health,  this  attraction 
against  mnuing  wild;  and  then  estimate^fhe 
can,  the  aonuiu  aggregate  loss  of  the  nine  West- 
em  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  affirmed  that  the  stint  of  salt  waa 
universal  in  the  West ;  that  it  extended  to  all 
the  operations  of  the  farmer;  that  it  even  ex- 
tended to  tbe  pots  and  tables  of  the  poor  1  He 
believed  that  such  an  instance  of  stint,  for  a 
necessary  of  life,  did  not  exist  among  the  ne- 
groes of  the  West  India  islands.  He  i>elieved 
that  those  negroes  received  from  their  masters, 
cruel  as  many  of  them  were,  a  larger  and  better 
allowance  of  salt  than  the  average  of  Western 
farmers  received  iVom  the  inexorable  monopo- 
lists, lie  said  the  entire  West  was  a  stock- 
raieing  country.  The  farmers  there,  like  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  estimated  their  wealth,  in  a 
great  degree,  by  the  number  of  their  flocks  and 
herds.  Before  the  invention  of  steamlxiota,  this 
rich  vein  of  wealth  was  but  slightly  and  imper- 
fectly developed.  Wont  of  salt  prevented  its 
development.  Oommon  salt  could  not  be  bad 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  salting  the  stock.  Not 
a  pound  of  alnm  salt  conld  be  had  for  coring 
bacon,  preserving  butter  and  cheese,  and  pick- 
ling l^eef  and  pork.  Foreign  salt,  of  no  kind, 
conld  enter  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  of  the 
West.  Freight,  up  the  MiMissippi,  in  keel 
boats  and  barges,  was  seven  or  eight  cents  a 
pound — across  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  in 
wagons,  was  as  mnch  or  more  ;  and  then  com- 
menced, from  hard  necessity  and  from  absolnte 
want  of  alum  salt,  the  pernicious  and  impover- 
ishing practice  of  driving  off  beef  cattle  on  the 
hoof.  But  steamboats  furnish  the  means  of 
relieving  this  necesaity,  of  supplying  this  want, 
and  of  terminating  this  pernicious  practice. 
They  are  bringing  salt  from  New  Orieana  at  so 
low  a  freight,  tliat,  if  the  duty  was  off,  tbe  price 
to  the  pnrchBsera,  in  the  central  parts  of  the 
Great  Valley,  and  that  of  the  pure  sea-mads 
salt,  would  not  exceed  twenty-five  cents  per 
bushel;  while,  to  those  farmers  who  trado 
down  the  river,  the  price  conld  not  exceed  three 
picaillons.  This  cheap  importation  of  cheap 
salt — this  nnlimited  means  of  importing  it  at 
)ne  thirty-second  part  of  its  former  freight, 
the  greatest  blessing  of  all  tbe  great  bless- 
ings which  the  wonderful  invention  of  steam- 
boats had  conferred  upon  the  West.    It  waa 
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hiiig  which  was  lacking  to  give  full 
)nt  to  her  richest  vein  of  wealth — 
n  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Pern — her 
provisioD  trade  I  Providence,  of  its 
■odness,  and  to  crown  the  blessings  of 
West,  sent  thia  miracnlona  invention 

that  alone  which  was  wanting,  and 
Id  have  been  got  without  it ;  the  pnre 
feoda;  the  natural  crjBtallized  salt; 
I  unmixed  product  of  the  sun  and  sea; 
'  Di  vine  manufactory ;  as  nach  snpe- 
jficial  flre-rnade  salt  as  the  works  of 
aperior  to  the  works  of  man  I  Dpon 
isation  of  snch  a  Providence,  it  was 
jen  expected  that  the  Federal  Legisla- 
hom  the  whole  power  of  regu&ting 
>mmerce  had  been  assigned  b^  the 
lether  wisely  or  not,  time,  and,  above 
)ntinaance  of  the  salt  tax,  will  show, 
lave  been  expected  that  the  Federal 
e  (that  part  of  it  at.  all  events, 
umed  to  be  the  particular  friends  of 
industry)  would  have  ^ven  all  posai- 

the  importation  of  this  Heaven-sent 
bounty  in  favor  of  the  ships  which 
'■^  would  have  rested  npon  the  same 
}nal  construction,  and  upon  inflnitely 
masons  of  justice  than  a  bounty  in  fa- 
laaela  which  bring  home  fish.  TLe 
lertions  might  have  been  expected  for 
ragement  of  this  imnortation.  Every 
liich  the  head  could  conceive,  or  the 
□Id  utter,  sprung  forth  in  favor  of  the 
«meat;  not  a  single  reason  that  craft 
ing  could  devise,  could  be  arrayed 
,.  The  whole  vooabolary  of  the 
m  system"  farnbhed  not  a  word 
:  for  that  system  rests  apon  the  basis 
•  at  home,  and  furnishing  to  the  citi- 
ame  article,  better  and  cheaper  than 
ted  one !  Well,  alum  salt,  which  oom- 
all  crystallized  salt,  (and  all  salt  made 
un,  and  none  other,  is  crystallized,) 
is  not  made  in  the  United  States,  (a 
le  Northeast  excepted,)  not  a  pound 
nade  in  the  West,  nor  any  rival  to  it, 
itute  for  it.  By  consequence,  it  could 
ide  cheaper  and  better  at  home  I  The 
in  system  "  was  for  it,  instead  of  be- 
at it,  unless  it  is  intended  to  exclude 
ttry  of  the  farmer,  who  raises  stock 

provisions,  from  ttie  industry  to 

by  that  system.  A  bounty  might 
1  expected  in  favor  of  every  ship  that 
ring  eun-inade  salt  to  Kew  Orleans, 
fthat,  what  have  we  seen?  Federal 
1  actually  employed  to  keep  this  salt 
^  hostile  and  repulsive  tax  of  twenty 
osed  upon  every  eight  cents'  worth  of 
jpensable  salt!  A  requisition  upon 
^hat  brings  it,  to  pay  twice  and  a  nab 
into  the  coffers  or  the  Federal  Govem- 
bre  that  ship  is  allowed  to  land  it! 
1  security  required,  when  the  money 
i  paid  down !  And  this  security  to  be 
rom  strangers  who  have  crossed  the 


wide  seas  to  exchange  tbeir  surplos  salt  for  onr 
surplus  provisions!  And,  in  consequence  of 
these  heavy  and  mercilees  exactions,  moat  irf 
the  ships  bring  stones  instead  of  salt — forced  to 
bring  stones  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
realizing  the  compulsive  illustration  of  tlie 
strongest  reproach  contained  in  the  sacred  pases 
of  the  Holy  evangelists!  They  would  brmg 
aallaat  in  preference  to  stones,  if  the 
laws  would  permit  them.  Uany  that  bring 
salt,  throw  it  overboard,  in  the  month  of  the 
Mississippi.  When  no  longer  needed  for  ballast, 
they  throw  it  into  the  river,  because  they  are 
neither  able  to  pay  the  duty  in  ready  money, 
nor  to  give  the  security  which  the  credit 
system  requires.  Is  this  imagination,  or  is  it 
reality  ?  It  is  reality  I  And  no  longer  ago 
than  the  last  summer,  the  troubled  waves  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  dark  shades  of  mid- 
night, were  the  conscious  witnesses  of  this  lam- 
entable fact,  of  this  dire  operatjou  of  taxing  salt 
out  of  the  land  of  America  I  Mr.  B.  said  he 
had  -heard  of  this  saoriflce ;  this  new  species  vS 
immolation,  not  to  propitiate  the  genius  OS  the 
'  ~  hut  to  appease  the  infernal  genius  of  the 
II,  soon  an«r  it  happened,  and  had  laid  it 
his  memory  for  venfioation.  That  verifi- 
I  was  quickly  received ;  for  on  his  passage 
to  this  city,  in  tbe  month  of  November  laat,  he 
fell  in  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with  the  sur- 
veyor and  inspector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
M^or  Spotts,  formerly  of  the  anny,  and  lately  . 
approved  by  the  Senate  both  as  a  military  and 
cinl  officer,  and  from  him  received  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  fact.  Two  ships,  Mmor  Spotts  was 
certain,  had  thrown  their  salt  overboard ; 
others  he  suspected  of  having  done  so  I  These 
ships,  thus  encountering  the  risk  of  forfeiting 
their  cargoes,  and  incurring  all  the  penalties  of 
violating  the  revenue  laws,  in  addition  to  the 
loss  of  the  salt,  because  they  could  neither  pay* 
the  duties,  nor  give  tbe  secnrity,  nor  find  any- 
body to  receive  the  salt  as  a  gift,  with  a  tax  of 
twenty  cents  a  bushel  upon  it  I  At  that  very 
moment  the  whole  intenor  of  the  West  soffer- 
mg  for  salt !  And  for  whose  benefit  are  these 
oppressions  practised  ?  For  the  benefit  of  a 
few  hundred  monopoUzera  in  the  West,  and  a 
few  thousand  fishermen  in  the  Northeast  1 
For  their  benefit,  the  repeal  of  the  odionataz 
is  not  only  resisted,  but  an  increase  of  the  op- 
pression is  actually  demanded  1 
Mr,  B.  drew  the  line  of  distinction  between 

food  and  bad  salt.  It  was  a  line  easy  to  be 
rawn,  for  it  was  the  line  between  the  works  of 
nature  and  tbe  works  of  man.  All  salt  th^ 
was  made  by  boiling,  no  matter  out  of  wbat 
water,  was  impure  and  imperfect;  for  the  agita- 
tion and  the  heat  prevented  crystallization,  and 
retained  the  poisonous  ingredients  called  alack 
and  bittern ;  all  salt  made  by  the  power  of  tbe 
sun  was  pure  and  perfect ;  all  the  poisonons  in- 
gredients having  settled  to  the  bottom,  and  the 
salt  itself  forming  into  lumps  by  concretion  and 
orystallization.  The  artificial  salt,  made  by 
boiling,  is  good  for  many  purposes ;  for  salting 
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stock,  preeerriDg  baj  and  fodder,  for  doily  UM 
in  fr«ah  me»t  and  veget&bies ;  and,  bj  help  of 
macli  smoke  and  long  drTing,  will  save  baoon 
for  fvoilf  use.  Tlie  naCnral,  san>made  ealt  was 
iadiBpeneabls  to  pickling  beef  and  pork,  aod 
to  curing  boooD,  bntter,  and  ohsese  for  eipor- 
tatioD,  or  t^e  Southern  marketi.  It  was  of 
tiie  tax  npon  this  latter  kind  of  salt  that  he 
complained  so  mnch ;  a  lund  of  salt  bo  indispen- 
sable to  the  provision  trade  of  the  West,  and 
so  impossible  lo  be  made  b^  the  domestio  mBon- 
factnrera.  To  this  part  of  the  argument  be  in- 
Tited,  and  invoked,  and  almost  defied,  the  i«- 
spoose  of  his  opponents.  The  fire-made  salt 
would  not  answer  the  mtt  pnrposas  of  the 
proTisiort  trade.    It  coold  not  be  used  by  the 

Cvision-CDrera,  if  presented  to  them  as  a  gift, 
i-made  salt  alone  would  answer.  It  must 
be  had,  coat  what  it  maj ;  and  a  tax  upon  it 
was  an  oppreeuon  npon  the  people,  without  the 
poasibility  of  prodDoing  a  domestic  snpply  of 
the  some  article.  The  domestic  salt  woatd  not 
answer  1  All  the  testimonj  proved  this  great 
and  cardinal  fact  He  wonld  not  recapitulate 
that  testimony ;  bnt  wonld  refbr  to  the  circnm' 
stanoe  mentioned  bj  the  honorable  Mr.  Lyon, 
oTtbe  Qonse  of  Representatives,  and  of  which 
be,  Hr.  B.,  was  also  witness — that  of  alnm  salt 
delivered  at  Uaysville,  in  tj^ovember  last.  This 
nit  had  crossed  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico.  It  hod 
aseeoded  the  Mississippi,  in  a  ship  to  Sew 
Orleans ;  then  to  Loaisville,  in  a  steamboat ; 
then  to  Haysville,  in  a  keel  towed  by  a  steamer. 
It  Imd  traversed  a  tbonsond  miles  of  gnlf,  and 
nineteen  hundred  miles  of  river  navigation,  to 
reach  its  prant  of  delivery ;  and  that  point  in 
the  immediate  neighborh<>od  of  the  great  Ken- 
h»wa  salt  works  I  there  to  be  employed  in  salt- 
ing Kentacky  pork  for  exportation,  or  Sonthem 
txHunmption  I  How  overwhehning  and  con- 
dnnve  the  bare  annunciation  of  snch  a  preg- 
nant &cl  I  And  that  no  cironmatonce  might 
be  lacking  to  complete  the  power  of  this  im- 
preasave  argnment  in  Eavor  of  foreign  salt,  the 
eompsny's  own  steamlmat  brought  it  I  Thns 
'itf*''"r;  themselves  pablio  and  unanswerable 
witnesaee  to  the  total  ineffloaoy  of  their  own  salt, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  naing  the  foreign  I 
Mr.  B.  inasted  that  the  burthen  of  the  salt 
tut  itpon  the  West  was  aggravated  by  contrast ; 
fbr  in  the  Northeast  there  were  drawbacks, 
bounties,  and  allowances  which  more  than  in- 
demnified  the  fishing  intereiittbrthe  proportion 
of  the  tax  which  th^  paid.  They  were  allowed 
to  draw  oat  of  the  Treasnry,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  as  much  money  as  had  been  p^d,  or  sup- 
posed U>  have  been  paid,  for  dnties  on  the  salt 
conptoyed  in  coring  fish ;  and  nnder  this  system 
of  drawbacks  and  allowances,  upwards  of  Ave 
miUtons  of  dollars  had  already  been  drawn. 
Tbe  vigilant  Becretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
IxaoAM)  hod  discovered  large  frauds  in  this 
hn^iiMaa,  say  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  a  sin^e  year ;  but  the  laws  were  yet 
in  force ;  and  while  they  oontinaed,  the  leak 
ftwn  the  Treasury  on  this  acooant  must  still 
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amount  to  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  per 
annum.  The  Western  States  were  allowed 
nothing  in  the  way  of  drawback  of  dohr  on 
the  beef  and  pork  exported  by  them.  These 
States,  therefore,  felt  the  unmitigated  weight 
of  the  tax,  while  to  their  friends  in  the  North-, 
east  it  was  actually  a  money-moting  bnsineas. 
This  was  nnequal  and  unjust  in  the  extreme. 
The  conetitntion  declared,  and,  if  it  did  not, 
the  first  principle  of  equity  would  declare,  that 
taxes  shonld  be  equal  and  uniform  thronghout 
the  Union.  Bnt  this  equality  was  destroyed 
when  the  tax  wos  refondea  to  one  quarter  and  not 
refunded  to  another.  It  was  the  same  thing  as 
if,  in  the  law  imposing  it,  the  levy  of  the  tax 
shonld  be  by  sections,  omitting  one  section 
entirely  from  the  operation  of  the  levy.  It 
would  be  better  in  this  case  to  levy  by  sec- 
tions, because  it  has  been  proved  at  the  Treas- 
ury that  a  certain  section  draws  back  more 
than  it  pays-^more  than  it  would  have  been 
exempted  from,  if  the  levy  had  not  reached  it. 
This  business  of  refunding  the  salt  tax  to  a  part 
of  the  community,  proves  the  impolicy  of  levy- 
ing it  at  all:  for  if  it  is  refunded  to  a  part,  jus- 
tice requires  it  should  be  refonded  to  sU ;  and, 
if  it  be  refunded  to  all,  where  is  the  sense  in 
levying  it  I  The  people  of  the  Northeast,  with 
whom  salted  fish  is  a  predominant  food,  have  u 
drawback  of  the  duty  allowed  them ;  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  South  and  West,  with  whom  sdted 
aeon  is  a  predominant  food,  have  no  draw- 
back ;  and  thus  tbe  operation  of  the  law  is  un* 
equal  as  well  as  oppressive.  The  remedy  for 
the  whole  is  to  abolish  tbe  tax,-  and  all  tho 
superstmotnre  of  drawbacks,  bounties,  and 
allowances,  which  rest  upon  it. 

The  farmers,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are  the  class 
most  interest^  in  the  abolition  of  this  tax; 
they  feel  it  to  the  qaick ;  and  he  could  not 
allude   to   that  meritorious  class  of  citizens 

>f  the 

country.  Their  labors  supplied  all  the  ele- 
ments of  snlMisteQoe  to  man  and  beast  Their 
names  were  to  be  found  npon  every  list  of  con- 
tribution to  the  public  service.  They  were 
found  upon  the  tax  list,  the  muster  roll,  the  Jury 
panel,  the  road  list,  the  bridge  list,  and  every 
other  list  which  exacted  the  payment  of  money 
or  the  performance  of  service.  There  was  bnt 
one  list  on  which  their  names  were  not  to  he 
found,  and  that  was  the  list  of  office  I  Farmers 
and  offices  seldom  get  together.  Their  station 
in  the  body  politic  was,  trout  rank  for  service, 
rear  rank  for  reward.  Surely,  a  body  of  men 
so  numerous,  and  so  meritorious,  so  ready  to  do, 
and  to  sufi'er  for  the  Government,  and  so  back- 
ward to  ask  fiivors  from  it,  onght  at  least  to  be 
uninjured  by  the  Oovemment.  Laws  should 
not  be  made  against  them,  if  they  are  not  made 
for  them.  Fair  ploy,  at  least,  riiould  be  their 
portion.  The  "laities  tu»u /aire" — "let  us 
alone" — should  be  their  ready  panted  prayer. 
Tet,  how  stands  the  account  with  the  Federal 
Government!      Their   produce   loaded   with 
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from  manj  of  them — by  the  total  failore  of 
OongresB  to  make  any  attempt  to  regulate  for- 
eign commerce  aocordiug  to  the  power  granted 
in  the  ooDstitutioD,  and  the  declared  intention 
of  the  States  in  oonferring  that  power  upon 
Congreee !  An  indiepensable  in^edient,  not 
ooij  in  their  wealth,  bat  in  their  hving,  and 
only  to  be  obtained  ^om  abroad,  loaded  with 
the  Aaij  of  three  times  its  valne,  before  they 
can  use  it  at  home  I  The  Gnlf  of  Mexico  is 
saturated  with  the  pnrest  aalt.  Two  thoosand 
idands  abound  with  it.  The  Bahamas  alone, 
aboat  five  hundred  in  nnmher,  of  which  Tark'B 
Inland  is  the  chief;  lying  in  the  very  channel  to 
New  Orleans,  cculd  glat  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi at  8  picaillon  a  bnshel.  These  iBlandera 
wantom-provisionsi  we  want  their  salt;  hot  the 
Federal  Government  gets  between  the  parties, 
-and,  by  a  total  neglect  of  the  power  to  regulate 
foreign  commerce,  and  a  manifest  abuse  of  the 
power  to  lay  duties,  obstructs  and  prevents 
the  satnral  and  beneficial  exchange  of  com- 
modities to  which  the  wanta  and  superfluitiea 
of  the  respective  parties  so  powerfhlly  attract, 
and  so  urgently  invite  them.  The  same  with 
land.  The  Federal  Government  has  got  all 
tiie  land.  Invested  with  the  whole  domain 
by  the  improvidence  of  the  Bonthem  States,  it 
becomes  toe  dog  in  the  manger,  and  refuses  to 
let  the  fisrmers  have  for  its  value  what  itself 
oannot  nse.  Bat,  to  oonflne  tiiese  refieotiooa 
to  the  matter  in  hand:  The  Gulf  of  Hezico  ia 
Aill  of  salt;  the  Western  farmers  want  it;  they 
are  debarred  its  use ;  and  that  by  a  Govern- 
ment whose  taxes  they  pay,  whose  battles  they 
fight,  whose  burdens  they  bear,  and  whose 
favors  they  seldom  receive.  We  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture,  so  styled,  at  least,  wheth- 
er by  way  of  antithesis  was  not  for  him  (Mr. 
B.)  t«  say ;  certain  it  was,  the  name,  if  not  the 
design,  of  the  committee  shonld  have  put  them 
at  the  head  of  all  the  measures  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  salt  taxes,  and  redaction  of  the  price 
of  refHise  lands.  He  felt  himself  to  be  doing 
the  bunuess  of  that  committee,  and  hoped  they 
would  soon  be  found  fellow-laborers  and  co- 
operatora  together. 

Farmers,  and  all  the  departments  of  agricul- 
ture, are  the  chief  sufferers  by  the  salt  duty ; 
bat  they  are  not  the  sole  safTerers.  Manufac- 
tarers  saffer  also ;  and  it  was  computed  by  Sir 
Thomas  Bernard,  one  of  the  witnesses  examined 
by  the  Committee  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  the  mannfacturers  of  England  were 
annually  injured  to  the  amount  of  the  tax  derived 
from  salt.  Variooa  manufacturers  require  this 
article,  either  in  its  proper  shape,  or  as  a  chem- 
ical preparation.  Tne  hard  soap  alone  made  in 
Englana  was  computed  to  require  two  thoa- 
sand  tons  of  miueral  alkali  per  annum ;  and 
this  alkali  ia  obtained  by  a  chemical  process, 
either  from  salt  in  its  proper  state,  or  from  the 
salt  contained  in  barilla  and  kelp.  To  procure 
two  thousand  tonsof  alkali  mast  require  amuch 
greater  nomber  of  tons  of  sait.    The  barilla 


only  yields  seventeen  per  cent,  of  alkali,  lod 
kelp  six  per  cenL  The  decomposition  of  the 
s^t  itself  ia  the  oheapent  mode  of  procuring  Um 
alkali ;  and  this  salt  is  taxed  two  or  three  times 
tine  in  the  United  Statea,  so  that  the  Fede- 
ral Government  has  octoaDy  established  a  tax 
npon  cleanliness  1  for,  without  sosp,  pecfle 
cannot  be  clean ;  and,  without  salt,  they  camiot 
have  soap.  The  Committee  on  Mauufactnres 
ought  to  pursue  this  subject.  Their  leaned 
labors,  their  scientific  researchea,  th^  practicil 
kuowledge,  their  access  to  the  fountain  heads 
of  inform^ion,  their  zeal  in  the  cause,  wonld 
enable  them  to  pve  in  a  list  of  some  fifty  man- 
ufactnres  in  which  salt,  or  its  chemical  preptra- 
of  alkali,  mnriatio  acid,  oxy-muriatic  arad, 
sal  ammoniac,  ice.,  &o.,  &o.,  is  indispensably 
necessary.  To  that  committee  is  reugned  this 
branch  of  the  subject ;  and  the  confident  belief 
may  be  entertained  that,  at  the  proper  time, 
this  zealous  committee — this  committee  no  less 
capable  than  zealous — will  come  forward  with 
a  mathematical  demonstration  to  prove  that  the 
sa]t  tax  is  an  ii^nry  to  manufactures  to  the 
full  extent  of  its  own  amount,  say  a  miUioa  of 
dollars  per  annum ;  and  that  the  prosperity 
of  manufactures  loudly  demands  its  total  and 
instant  repeal. 

Every  interest  criee  aloud ;  the  joint  interteta 
of  agriculture  and  manufactures  clamor  to- 
gether for  the  repeal  of  this  tax.  It  is  a  tax 
upon  the  entire  economy  of  natare  and  art, 
upon  man  and  upon  beast,  upon  life  and  upon 
health,  upon  comfort  and  luxury,  upion  want 
and  superfluity,  upon  food  and  raimeut,  open 
washing  and  t^eanlineas  I  A  tax  which  no 
economy  can  avoid,  no  poverty  can  shon,  no 
privation  escape,  no  cunning  elude,  no  force 
resist,  no  dexterity  avert,  no  prayers  can  depie- 
cate,  no  curses  repulse!  It  ts  a  tax  which  in- 
vades the  entire  dominion  of  human  operations, 
falling  with  ita  greatest  weight  upon  the  weak- 
est and  most  helpless.  It  is  the  tax  which 
tyranny  invented,  in  the  worst  ages  of  the 
world,  to  force  from  the  cultivator  of  the  soil, 
to  wring  fWim  the  clenched  fist  of  penury,  le 
extract  from  the  mouth  of  hunger,  the  last 
unwilling  contribution  of  vassals  to  lords.  The 
tories  introduced  it  into  England  above  a^on- 
dred  years  a^o.  Oar  necessities  compelled  us 
to  resort  to  it,  in  a  small  degree,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government  The  Federal 
Administration  of  1T98  ran  it  up  to  its  highest 
amount.  Jefferson  overthrew  it.  The  war  of 
1816  compelled  us  to  resort  to  it  again.  Now, 
we  have  no  war,  no  Federal  Administration,  no 
necessity,  and  the  disciples  of  JefiVrson  are  in 
power.  The  English  whigs  have  overturned 
this  tory  tax  in  England ;  cannot  whig  repnbli- 
oans  overturn  it  here  ? 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  with  eneTg7  and  emphans, 
and  wished  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate^ 
and  of  all  America,  fiilly  on  the  circumstance 
that  the  British  Parliament  bad  totally  repealed 
the  salt  daties  of  Great  Britain.  The  informa- 
tion o(dlect«d  by  the  Oommittee  of  the  House  of 
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Commooa,  in  1818,  effected  the  immediate  over- 
tiirow  of  these  dnties.  The  Eins's  ministera 
witlidrew  their  oppodtion,  impossible  as  it  was 
for  the  treasury  to  do  without  the  product  of 
the  duties,  and  dJfBoult  as  it  was  to  find  a  new 
Brtiete  of  tazatioD  oa  which  the  amount  might 
be  levied;  bub  they  withdrew  their  opposition, 
ud  tlie  bill  for  the  repeal  went  through  both 
Houses  without  further  debat«,  and  received 
the  approhatiou  of  the  King  the  next  day. 
This  is  what  was  done  upon  the  prayera  of  the 
people,  in  a  country  where  the  piople  are  very 
imperfectly  represented  in  one  branch  of  the 
Lwslature,  not  represented  at  all  in  the  other, 
and  where  the  chief  magistrate  who  approves 
the  act  is  an  hereditary  rnler ;  where  the  neees- 
aty  for  the  tax  was  urgent ;  where  the  domestic 
supply  of  artifioial  salt  was  ahundant ;  where  the 
mannfaotarers  of  this  salt  clamored  for  proteo- 
tion ;  bat  where  the  voice  of  the  people  was  heard, 
and  eyerj  minor  interest  made  to  yield  to  that 
sacred  voice.  He  quoted  this  example,  and  dwelt 
npoD  it :  for  he  held  it  to  be  impossible  that  the 
repnblioaa  Oongress  of  the  United  States,  witb- 
ont  a  single  reetraining  modve  which  operated  in 
Great  Britain,  oonld  refuse  to  do  for  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  what  Sing,  Lords,  and  Ooni- 
mons  had  done  for  the  sn^ecta  of  the  Bridsh 

Mr.  B.  then  expluned  the  pro^sions  of  his 
bill-  He  said  it  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to 
m^e  the  reduction  to  ten  cents  (now  provided 
for  by  law)  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  April 
ensuing,  instead  of  the  last  day  of  Decemher 
next  The  last  day  of  Dewmher  happened  to 
be  the  moat  nnfiivorable  season  that  could  be 
found  in  the  whole  year.  It  was  "the  day 
after  the  feast."  Hog-killiug  time,  which 
created  the  great  demand  iat  salt,  was  Just 


over,  BO  that  the  dnty  was  kept  up  to  the  very 
■ment  that  it  pressed  hardest.  The  trne  sea- 
1  for  the  retlnctiou.  to  take  effect  was  the 


spring,  the  month  of  ApriL  when  the 

-  toe  West  wore  all  flooded,  and  the  returning 
■teamboota,  and  the  citizens  who  had  gone 
down  to  New  Orleans  on  trading  voyages,  could 
bring  up  supplies  for  the  ensuing  fall.  The 
second  Kduetion  in  the  bill  was  to  take  effect 
in  April,  1882,  and  the  dnty  to  cease  entirely 
in.  April,  1838 — requiring  about  two  years  to 
complete  the  entire  abolition  of  the  tax.  This 
was  a  slow  process  compared  to  what  took  place 
in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time.  The  whole  tax  was 
then  abollflhed  at  two  reductions,  and  both 
niAde  in  one  single  year ;  and,  while  that  great 
Mend  of  the  people  remained  at  the  head  of 
afbiiB,  no  more  salt  tax  was  heard  of  in 
America.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  this  would  soon 
be  the  case  again;  that  two  or  three  years 
more  would  exhibit  this  favored  land  emanci- 
pated firom  the  salt  tax,  aod  enable  every  farmer 
to  give  food  to  his  family,  salt  to  his  stock,  and 
■end  his  provisions  to  market  without  paymg  a 
diUly  and  honrly  tax  to  the  Federal  Grovemment. 
'  Mr.  B.  would  make  no  apol(W7  for  detiuning 
llie  Senate  on  this  suttject.    He  knew  it  was 
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felt  by  many  as  an  intrusion.  Other  operations 
had  gotten  into  fashion,  and  suffered  impalient 
intermplion,  while  an  honr'a  attention  was 
elaimea  for  the  people.  Still  he  would  make 
no  apology.  He  stood  npon  his  rights,  which 
gave  him  anthority  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the 
people.  He  took  post  upon  the  words  of  the 
constitution,  which  created  the  Congress  for 
the  express  purposes  of  legislation.  He  knew 
himself  to  be  backed  by  those  whose  backing 
was  worth  having ;  he  felt  himself  to  be  cheerea 
by  those  plaudits  which  were  unbought  and 
nnpnrchasable.  He  should  proceed  as  long  as 
he  felt  that  backing  and  heard  that  cbeermg. 
He  wonld  proceed,  with  the  blessing  of  God 
and  the  approbation  of  the  people,  until  two 
great  objects  should  be  acoomphshed — till  the 
salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  the  i»ice  of  refbse 
land  reduced  I 

Mr.  Bhitb,  of  Md.,  made  a  f^w  remarks  on 
the  sul^ect  He  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
repealing  the  duty  on  salt,  and  had  idready  in- 
troduced a  bill  repealing  the  duties  on  that 
article,  among  many  others;  hot  that  he  should 
be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill  unless 
^lended,  inasmuch  as  it  contemplated  a  repeal 
of  the  daty  on  alum  salt  alone,  wbi<^  was  pro- 
duced nowhere  bnt  at  Tnrk's  Island,  while  salt 
imported  from  all  other  places,  England  in 
partionlor,  wonld  he  excluded  from  its  benefits. 

Mr.  Bbhton  rose  to  reply,  when  he  was 
intermpted  by  the  Pbbsidbmt,  who  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  bill  could  not,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate,  he  introdnced  while 
there  was  a  bill,  the  one  noticed  by  the  gentle- 
man ttota  Mainland,  contemplating  the  same 
measure,  lying  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Benton  replied,  that  the  bill  he  sought 
to  introdnce  was  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
a  particular  kind  of  salt,  alum ;  while  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  was  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  salt  in  general.  He,  therefore, 
thought  the  measures  were  essentially  different. 

The  Pbesidekt  decided  that  the  ol^ect  of 
both  bills  as  to  the  article  of  salt,  was  precisely 
the  same ;  and  that  the  leave  asked  by  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  was  not  in  order, 

Mr.  Bentoh'  said  he  felt  so  confident  of  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion  he  had  formed,  and 
BO  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  that  he  must  appeal  te  the  Senate 
from  the  deciwon  of  the  ChMr. 

Mr.  HoLHBs  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  Ha-Thk  observed  that  the  question  of 
order  which  had  just  arisen  was  a  new  and 
important  one.  As  he,  and  he  believed  other 
Senators,  wished  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  rules  of  the  Senate  before  voting 
on  the  question,  he  hoped  the  sntneot  wonli^ 
by  general  consent,  be  Md  on  the  table ;  whidi 
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Oongresa,  a  report  was  receiTed  from  the  Post- 
maater  Gener&l,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  ab- 
eenoe,  at  the  time  of  its  receipt,  of  the  gentle- 
man  who  made  the  call,  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 


agreed  to. 

Pott  Offie*  Departmeat  iTtneitigation, 

The  reaolntioo  declaring  that  the  Select  Oom- 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Post  OfGcc  Department,  were  not 
authorized  to  call  before  them  pereona  removed 
from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
causes  of  t^eir  rcmoTal,  was  again  taken  up. 

Ur.  Hkitobioeb  (another  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry)  next  rose.  He  sajd  he  would 
detain  the  Senate  with  a  Terj  few  remarks ; 
and,  bnt  for  a  noUoe  b;  the  chairman,  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the  committee,  when  be 
was  not  present,  he  did  not  know  that  he 
shoald  have  mingled  at  all,  at  this  time,  in  the 
debate.  Absence  from  the  committer  at  an; 
time,  might,  imeiplained,  be  coopered  a  dere- 
liotioD  of  dntj,  with  which  he  did  not  feel  him- 
self in  the  least  d^ree  chargeable.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  chmrman,  as  well  as  to  tlie 
other  members  of  the  oommittee,  that,  previous 
to  an;  knowledge  of  the  meeting  allnded  to, 
he  had  been  notified  to  meet  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affiiirs,  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  This  fact 
he  had  oommonicated  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Select  Oommittee,  before  the  meeting  had  been 
called.  This  mnoh  he  bad  thought  proper  to 
say,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  hia  ab- 
sence from  the  committee  that  moming. 

It  was  not  hia  purpose,  said  Ur.  H.,  to  go  into 
on  examination  then  of  the  condition  of  the 
Qeneral  Post  Office,  for  that  was  a  duty  con- 
fided to  the  committee,  which  had  not  jet  been 
performed ;  that,  on  ue  fragments  of  testimo- 
ny OB  yet  before  the  committee,  he,  for  one, 
wonJd  not  form  any  definite  opinion,  and  he 
wonid  not  prejndge  the  case.  The  committee 
had  closea  the  testimony  on  no  one  idngle 
point.  The  testimony  of  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  first  witness,  had  not  been  closed.  Kr.  U. 
here  moke  of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  and 
eud,  that  of  him  he  had  a  most  exalted  opin- 
ion. He  believed  him  to  be  an  honest  man ; 
an  npri^t  and  efficient  officer.  He  remarked 
that  as  to  the  present  Postmaster  General,  he 
would  not,  at  tnis  time,  pass  either  censure  or 
eulogy ;  thftt  in  doing  either  he  shonld  feel 
himself  i^^jodnng  the  case  before  the  evidence 
had  been  heard,  The  committee  bad  a  large 
field  before  them ;  had  taken  as  yet  but  litUe 
testimony,  compared  with  that  thought  neces- 
sary ;  and  that  so  far  there  was  no  testimony 
before  the  committee  to  criminate  the  Fostmaa- 
ter  General  This  remark  he  thought  proper 
to  make ;  for,  from  the  joomal  of  the  commit- 
tee, freqneu^y  referred  to,  he  had  been  seen 
voting  very  broad,  and  almost  Dotimited  inqni- 
lies,  answers  to  which  might  seriouely  impli- 
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cate  the  Postmaster  General ;  inquiries  of  which 
the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hamp- 
shire had  complained  to  the  Senate.  He 
had,  at  the  instance  of  the  chairman,  voted  m- 
terrogatories,  based  on  the  allemitioos  of  per- 
sons unknown  and  unnamed  to  the  committee ; 
he  had  sanctioned  qnestions  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  very  necessary,  because  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  thought  them  so,  and  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  say  that  this  course  was 
not  based  on  any  testimony  given  to  the  com- 
mittee, of  existing  maladministration  in  the  de- 
partment, bnt  was  taken  iu  order  to  give  free 
and  expanded  scope  to  the  eiamination,  that 
misdemeanor,  if  it  existed,  might  be  ferreted 
ont,  or,  that  rumor  with  her  hundred  tongues 
might  be  hushed  into  silence.  Justice  required 
this  to  prevent  erroneous  impressions  from  tie 
course  ne  was  pursuing ;  and  while  he  (hns 
acted,  and  should  now  vote^  against  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  ana  wish 
the  inquiry  to  progress,  he  shonld  feet  himself 
bound,  now,  and  at  all  times,  to  do  justice. 

He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  bear  tiie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  thus  far  exhilnted 
before  the  Senate ;  fbr  it  had  been  agreed,  that 
until  they  shonld  be  given  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port, they  shonld  remain  exclusively  with  the 
committee.  But  of  this  ho  would  not  com- 
plain, for  every  thing  done  by  him  in  commit' 
tee  had  been  done  from  the  honse  top,  and  noth- 
ing for  concealment.  The  ehainnao,  however, 
bad  thought  proper  to  sugg^t,  and  somewhat 
in  the  tone  of  complaint,  that  a  modification  of 
one  question,  calling  on  the  Fostmastor  Gene- 
ral for  the  causes  of  removal,  had  been  made. 
He  says  that,  in  the  interrogatory  referred  to, 
tlie  causes  of  removal,  in  eat^  individusl  case, 
are  not  required,  and  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  requested  to  classify  the  causes  for  brev- 
ity's sake.  Hr.  H.  said  he  had  voted  for  this 
modifioation,  wishing  to  make  a  report  at  the 
present  session,  and  believing  that  without  the 
modification  it  would  he  impossible  for  the  Be-    ' 

Sartment  to  answer  the  call  before  the  4th  of 
[Bfch.  How  correct  he  was  in  that  opinion, 
the  communication  from  the  department  to  the 
oommittee  would  show. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  s»d,  that  the  whole 
matter  had  confirmed  him  in  a  belief  of  the 
correctness  of  his  vote,  originally  pven,  for  re- 
ferring this  examination  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee. That  was  the  committee  which  ought 
to  have  been  charged  with  this  duty,  mth 
the  ^airs  of  that  department,  the  standing 
committee  must  necessarily  be  more  familiar 
than  the  Select  Oommittee  conld  poeuhly  be. 
It  was  their  ordinary  business  and  duty  to  ex- 
amine into  snd  understand  the  condition  of  the 
General  Post  Offioe.  To  a  Select  Committee  ^e 
whole  business  was  entirely  new. 

From  what  had  been  sud  it  would  readily  be 
seen  that  the  committee  were  employed  in  a 
most  laborious  examination ;  and  shonld  the 
Senate  pass  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
"*  -'      oommittee  wonld  be  relieved 
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from  much  of  its  bnrden.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, Tote  for  the  resointion.  He  entered  npon. 
the  dadea  required  of  the  committee  with  great 
teluctaace,  bat,  baviog  proceeded  thtis  f^,  lie 
Tss  inclined  to  go  through.  Let  us  not,  &dd 
Ur.  E.,  wftsCe  the  time  of  the  Senate  ia  debat- 
ing the  matter  now.  The  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware was  the  first  who  moved  in  this  business. 
He  had  repeatedly  said  that  there  was  good 
reasoD  for  belieriug  in  the  maladministration  of 
the  department,  and  aaid,  let  as  have  light.  He 
Tonld  not  undertake,  at  this  time,  to  saj  anj 
Ihmg  about  the  maladministration,  of  the  de- 
mrtment,  but  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
ae  would  vote  agajuat  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate,  and  proceed  in  the  bnainesa  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  wonid  not  consent  to  stop  at  the 
present  point,  and  publish  this  diBcussion  to  the 
world,  to  become  a  political  text-book,  instead 
of  aathentjo  facts  and  testimonr.  Something 
had  been  sud  in  committee  about  large  extra 
illovonces  to  contractors  in  this  neij^hborhood. 
This  allegation  he  wished  to  inquire  mto.  Sug- 
geetiona,  too,  had  been  made  of  similar  impro- 
prieties in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent. This  matter  he  willed  to  know  all  about 
ne  was  anxious  to  know  if  there  were  any  se- 
rioos  evil  in  the  department  ^  anj  thing  seri' 
onel;  to  mjlitate  against  the  passage  of  the 
post  route  bill,  now,  and  last  session  too,  lie- 
fore  Congress.  The  department  should,  if  pos- 
uble,  sustain  its  own  weight.  He  was  far, 
however,  from  believing  that  it  onght  to  Iw 
looted  to  as  a  source  of  revenue.  Intelligence, 
ind  the  convenience  of  the  people,  were  its 
chief  obLects.  He  was  anxious  that  the  post 
rente  biU  should  pass,  and  for  one,  if  that  meas- 
ure were  necessary,  he  would  vote  an  appropria- 
tiou  to  meet  the  expense.  It  was  his  wish  that 
tbe  new  setUements  of  his  own  State  should  be 
ntpplied  with  the  mail,  and  in  that  point  of 
viev  felt  an  interest  in  the  whole  matter  which 
others  might  not  feel. 

Ur.  Clatton  again  took  tlie  floor.  It  is, 
uid  be,  with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  again  engaging  in  a  discussion 
(^  ■  resaluUon  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  I<aboriog  iis  I  do  at  this  time  under 
canaderable  indisposition,  it  would  be  much 
more  sgreeabte  to  my  feelings,  if  consistent 
with  ioj  sense  of  duty,  to  suffer  those  who 
originated  this  debate  to  "  form  their  political 
text-book  for  the  year,"  as  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  has  phrased  il^  without  any  attempt  on 
my  part  to  mar  its  beauties  or  correct  it^  er- 
rors ;  hut  the  remarks  which  I  bad  the  honor 
to  address  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject  have 
been  so  grosdy  perverted,  and  the  real  state  of 
the  iwtaa  of  the  Post  OCSce  Department,  as 
they  appear  from  the  documents  before  us,  has 
been  so  incorrectly  represented  by  the  mem- 
bers from  Kew  Hampshire  and  Tennessee, 
(Messrs.  Woodbuzt  and  GntnuiT,}  that  I  am 
again  compelled  to  trespass  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  tMs  honorable  body. 

His  (Ur.  Gscinx's)  reasoning  to  screen  tlie 


Postmaster  General  from  this  investigation 
proves  too  mooh.  It  would  prevent  us  from 
examining  the  conduct  of  a]l  those  subordinate 
officers  of  this  Government,  who  are  as  liable  to 
impeacbmentas  the  President  or  chiefs  of  depart- 
ments. The  gentleman  from  Uaine  has  justlj' 
remarked  that  the  Senate  is,  for  some  purposes,  a 
judicial,  for  others  an  executive,  and  for  others  a 
legislative  body.  It  exercises  all  the  powers  ind- 
dent  to  each  of  these  capacities,  independently  of 
others.  Was  it  ever  heard  that  the  Senate  for- 
bore to  council  and  advise  the  President  in  their 
executive  character,  because  they  might  thereby 
prejudge  matters  which,  by  possibility,  might 
afterwards  be  submitted  to  them  as  legislators  I 
Should  we  refuse  to  hear  a  word  to  convince  us 
of  the  necessity  of  passing  an  act  to  prevent, 
by  increasing  the  penalties  for  extortion  in  our 
public  officers,  because  we  might  be  called  upon 
to  try  them  as  judges  %  Did  we  refuse  to  de- 
cide in  our  judicial  capacity  a  question  of  con- 
tempt, because  such  a  bill  as  has  since  been  in- 
troauced,  to  regulate  the  law  of  contempt, 
might  be  brought  before  us?  The  argument, 
if  it  deserves  the  name  of  one,  would  subvert 
the  power,  and  obstruct  the  whole  action  of 
the  Senate.  In  all  such  oases  the  objection  of 
pr^udgingis  met  and  crushed  by  the  antagoniz- 
ing consideration,  that  our  duty  to  the  people, 
and  our  oaths  to  support  the  magna  ohartA  of 
their  liberties,  reqaire  of  us  to  close  every  av- 
enne  against  the  possible  abuse  of  power,  and 
to  expose  and  restrun  every  encroachment  upon 
their  rights.  6ir,  there  are,  perhaps,  a  hun<]Ved 
cases  appearing  on  our  records,  in  which  in- 

S dries  have  been  made  here  into  abuses  of  the 
ovemment,  for  the  purposes  of  Iwislation ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  aa;  that  this  is  the 
first  time,  in  the  history  of  this  body,  when 
such  an  olyection  has  been  advanced  to  screen  a 
public  officer  from  a  fair  and  full  investigation 
of  the  principles  which  have  regulated  hia  offi- 
cial conduct.  It  is  no  less  striking  than  novel, 
too,  that  the  friends  of  the  Postmaster  General 
should  betray  snob  great  sensitiveness,  lest  the 
examination  of  the  commitlea  should  lead  to 
his  impeachment.  When  that  committee  was 
appointed  in  the  earij  part  of  this  session,  it 
was  vanntingly  urged  by  his  friends  here,  that 
they  defied  the  investigaUon,  and  courted  tiie 
inquiry.  Their  cry  was,  "  none  but  the  galled 
jade  winces."  "  Examine  every  thing  and  you 
will  find  all  right."  Theoriginal  resolutioa  di- 
recting the  inquiry  into  the  enUre  management 
of  the  department,  was  adopted  with  an  air  of 
triumph,  though  the  anxiety  to  avoid  the  scrn- 
tiny  of  a  Select  Committee  did  not  very  well 
comport,  as  I  thought  then,  ur,  with  the  lofty 
and  sounding  phrases  which  accompanied  it. 
When  the  tnel  begins,  we  see  that  a  new  light 
is  suddenly  shed  on  the  question  then  decided. 
A  part  of  the  power  which  was  delegated  to 
the  committee,  must  be  now  revoked.  The 
light  begins  to  shine  too  brightly,  and  the  or/ 
is,  we  are  afraid  you  will  disclose  impeachable 
matter.    Ia  other  words,  the  fear  is,  that  the 


Postmaster  General  has  bo  grossly  violated  the 
law  and  tlie  constitatioD,  that  if  we  suffer  joar 
committee  to  examiae  Ms  principles  of  official 
action,  with  a  view  to  restrain  him,  we  mav  be 
compelled  to  try  him  on  an  impeachment  I  I 
will  not  deny  thi*,  sir,  becanso  it  has,  doubtless, 
been  permitted  to  these  gentlemen  to  learn 
much  more  of  the  secrets  of  his  department 
than  myself;  and,  as  I  do  not  love  to  contradict 
genllemeo  when  I  con  avoid  it,  1  agree  tliat  the 

Spreheosions  they  express  may  be  well  groond- 
.  If  the  proof  be  not  arrested  a  scene  of  bar- 
ter and  smn^^ling  for  office  may  be  disclosed, 
the  like  of  wUek  never  before  disgraced  this  or 
any  other  country.  It  may  be  Chat  the  people 
will  stand  aghast  at  it,  and  every  honest  man 
of  the  political  party  which  has  elevated  the 
chief  of  this  department  t^i  hia  present  station, 
shall  view  this  scene  of  political  corraption 
with  horror  I  Does  the  department  cower  nn- 
der  these  charges,  sir  ?  Does  it,  in  the  face  of 
on  honest  but  deluded  people,  still  shun  the 
light  under  the  hypocriticaJ  pretence  that  we 
cannot  ioqaire  into  impeachable  matter  t  Yes, 
sir,  it  dare  do  this ;  and  it  has  found  a  aupporter 
here,  who,  while  he  expresses  his  fears  tnat  we 
are  ferreting  ont  crimes  of  which  we  may  af- 
terwards become  judges,  denounces  us  as  petty 
constables  for  our  troable.  Yet,  be  it  remem- 
bered that  this  comes  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Executive  Patronage ;  and,  as 
the  Senator  from  Uaine,  who  was  a  member  of 
it,  has  alleged,  without  contradiction,  ia  the 
debate  here,  from  the  very  author  of  the  re- 
port of  that  committee,  which,  in  1826,  ex- 
amined every  department  of  the  Government 
for  abuses,  and  reported  six  bills  to  cheek  the 
current  of  Executive  power,  with  a  voluminous 
exposition  of  facts  and  alleged  crimes,  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  legislative  interference.  Look 
at  the  report  t  One  of  the  bills  contains  a  clause 
to  compel  the  President  to  assign  the  causes  for 
every  removal  from  any  office  referred  to  in 
that  bill.  It  was  not  only  deemed  proper,  then, 
to  disclose  impeachable  matter,  but  necessary 
to  compel  that  disclosure  for  executive  as  well 
OS  legislative  purposes.  Kow,  the  very  course 
recommended  at  that  time  is  right  for  no  pur- 
pose. Another  of  these  bills  provided  that  no 
postmaater,  where  the  profits  of  his  olBce 
amount  to  a  certain  sum,  shall  be  appointed  to, 
or  removed  from,  office  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  argument  in  favor  of  this  bill 
then  pressed  upon  the  people,  was,  that  the  in- 
fluence and  patronage  of  the  deiiartment  were 
so  vast,  that  it  had  become  one  of  the  "  arbi- 
ters of  human  fate  "  in  this  country,  and  could 
DO  longer  be  safely  trusted  to  a  single  individ- 
ual. The  committee,  instead  of  telling  us  they 
were  afraid  to  ferret  ont  crimes,  say  they 
"  hold  themselves  to  he  acting  in  the  spirit  of 
the  constitdtion,  in  laboring  to  multiply  the 
guards,  and  close  the  avenues  to  the  possible 
abuse  of  power;"  and  the  impeachable  matter 
which  is  now  so  objectionable  a  feature  in  this 
inquiry,  was  then  so  glorious  a  disoovery,  that 
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six  thousand  copies  of  the  report  were  printed 
by  the  Senate,  and  scattered  throughout  Xhk 
country.  ■WoBeeherewhowerethe"petty con- 
stables "  of  that  day ;  and  if  a  change  of  times 
has  not  produced  a  change  of  principle  too,  we 
shall  now  proceed  fearlessly  in  ferreting  out 
abuses  of  every  description  which  we  can  re- 
form or  inhibit.  If,  for  doing  so,  we  receive 
the  appellation  of  petty  constables,  let  ns  rely 
for  our  reward  on  the  approbation  of  our 
consciences,  and  our  country,  taking  core  to 
merit  no  more  humble  title  than  that  of  honest 
constables,  who  never  chor^  double  compen- 
sation for  their  trouble. 

Bnt  it  ia  alleged  that  this  question  was  decid- 
ed by  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  when  they 
refused  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  induced 
the  President  to  sweep  the  list  of  civil  officers, 
and  the  aid  of  precedent  ia  invoked  to  effect  a 
suppression  of  this- Investigation.  Sir,  I  am 
not  aware  that  this  Senate  has,  ii.  the  gloomiest 
period  of  subserviency  to  Executive  will,  de- 
cided the  abstract  principle,  that  even  the  Pres- 
ident is  above  the  law,  or  that  his  principles  of 
action,  while  administering  the  constitution, 
are  not  liable  to  investigation.  I  know  well 
that,  in  the  executive  sessions  during  the  last 
year,  inquiries,  in  particular  cases  of  removal, 
were  repeatedly  renised,  some  thinking  the  in- 
quiries inexpedient  in  those  particular  instan- 
ces. The  power  of  the  representatives  of  the 
States  was  held  in  slight  estimation  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  Executive  influence  ot  that  day,  it 
is  moat  true ;  but  even  then  no  man  pretended 
that  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  covered  with  the  some  scgis 
which  protected  their  chief.  The  ar^ment 
then  was,  sir,  that  the  President  was  answera- 
ble only  to  the  people  who  elected  him  at  the 
polls,  aud  not  to  their  representetives — a  dis- 
tinction to  which  I  never  bowed  with  any  re- 
spect, and  which  I  still  think  is  entitled  to 
none.  But  the  chiefs  of  departments  are  nei- 
ther elected  by  the  people  nor  the  States,  nor 
answerable  to  either  in  any  other  way  than 
through  their  representatives  here,  to  whcan 
their  whole  powers  are  conferred  The  Post- 
master Gener^  like  the  reet  of  these  chiefs,  is 
an  officer  unknown  to  Uie  constitntion,  and  the 
creature  of  the  law  only.  Congress  enacted  the 
law  which  constjtntes  hia  whole  authority  for 
action.  It  made  him.  It  can  repeal  that  law 
and  unmake  him.  Upon  the  very  principles 
conceded  by  those  who  sheltered  your  Presi- 
dent from  scrutiny,  the  chief  of  this  department 
is  amenable,  like  every  other  creature  of  the 
law,  to  hia  creators.  And  if  not,  then  is  every 
Other  executive  officer  of  this  Government  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  above 
the  very  law  which  eatabliabed  his  office.  Yon 
cannot,  on  this  principle,  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  most  petty  officer  in  the  customs, 
without  invading  the  royal  prerogative ;  and 
the  principle  that  the  "  King  can  do  no  wrong," 
which  even  England  knows  only  in  theory,  is 
,  here  transferred  to  every  subordinate  of  the 
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Government, Qntil  every" pelting pettjofSoer" 
Itcornes  a  tyrant,  ainennble  to  no  bamtu  tri- 
bunal but  tlie  will  of  Ilia  political  chief. 

Bat,  sir,  I  have  used,  it  eeems,  an  nnfortn- 
ut«  expression.  "  ProsoriptLon  "  ia  itself  pro- 
(aribed.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  with 
lu9  nine  causes  of  removal,  complains  of  the 
ue  of  the  word  most  grievonaly.  Bis  delicate 
organs,  and  the  still  more  tender  aeneibilities  of 
the  FostiuBster  General,  ore  not  to  be  assailed 
by  *o  aoaeemly  a  plu-ase,  and  he  makes  a  hit  at 
the  Senator  from  Mune  for  daring  to  say  "  pro- 
■cription."  Sir,  we  shall  hardly  be  driven  from 
the  appropriate  use  of  the  offensive  phrase,  even 
though  the  chief  of  this  department  should  be 
Kibjeci  tofBiutingfitsatthesound.  Itisaword 
of  such  "  exceeding  good  command,"  that  he  and 
his  advocates  muat  pardon  me  if  I  try  how  I 
can  apeak,  it  in  pure  emnlation  of  my  friend 
tKta  Usina,  \a  wDom  the  member  from  Ten- 
B««ee,  having  most  exquisite  oi^ans  to  jndge 
l>etweea  ns,  bnt  not  vet  having  given  roe  a  fair 
bearing,  has  awarded  the  palm  ^r  pronouncing 
it  better  than  any  other  man  in  this  nation.  I 
tay,tben,in  the  name  of  an  insulted  and  abused 


from  tbe  pnbUo  service,  that,  although  his  ad- 
vocate here  has  forbid  our  tongues  to  speak  of 
"proscription,"  yet  I  wonld  that  every  victim 
of  his  unmerited  displeasure  might  And  him 
vb«t  he  lies  asleep,  and  halloo  in  nia  ear  "  pro- 
scription." 
"Niy,  I  would  hare  a  starling  taught  to  speak 
Sating  bnt '  proKriplion,'  and  give  it  him 
To  ke^  his  anger  nUl  in  motion." 
He  shonld  be  met  at  his  Incomings  and  his  out- 
prings,  and  every  honest  man  should  ring  it  in 
his  ears  until  the  effects  of  his  proscription  are 
properly  appreciated  by  him.  And  now  may  I 
Mk  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
nerves  ore  so  sensitive  on  this  sabject,  how,  in 
bis  Judgment,  I  pronounce  tbe  word  proscrip- 
tiimt 
[Mr.  Gbcndt— exceedingly  well.] 
Then  the  honorable  member  will,  I  hope, 
hereafter  hesitate  to  decide  before  iie  has  heard 
■li  the  evidence.  Uay  the  good  w-ord  never  be 
langhed  ont  uf  conntenance  by  any  political 
wit  snapper  who  may  be  displeased  by  its  nse. 
For  the  present,  1  fear  mnch  that  the  effect  of 
the  vindictive  spirit  which  has  actuated  this 
department  may  not  be  properly  appreciated, 
for  it  has  been  alleged  here,  that  this  proscrip- 
tion meets  the  full  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  bis  name  has  been  used  as  a  political 
dttaiUatvr,  to  hash  the  inqniry  into  repose. 
Thb  aonnds  tbe  tocsin  of  party,  and  invokes 
tbe  ud  of  tliat  inflnence  which  can  at  all  times 
sncceasfully  suppress  truth  and  propagate  false- 
hood. We  may  despair  in  snch  a  contest,  and 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  if  he  who 
presidea  over  this  republic  has  sanctioned  all 
this  proscription,  we  are  too  powerless  to  ob- 
tain redre».    Bnt  it  will  be  soon  seen  whether 


there  be  not  one  man  in  this  nation  able  to 
breast  its  terrors  when  even  the  President  huris 
his  thunders.  There  are  hawks  abroad,  sir, 
Itnmor  alleges  that  the  plnnderina  falcon  hss 
lately  stooped  upon  a  full-winged  eagle  that 
never  yet  flinched  from  a  contest,  and,  as  might 
be  naturally  expected,  all  aw^t  the  result  with 
intense  interest.  It  is  given  ont  that  the  in* 
tended  victim  of  proscriptioa  now  is  one  dis- 
tinguished far  above  all  in  office  for  the  vigor 
and  splendor  of  his  intellect : 

"  Micat  Inter  omnes 

Telat  inter  Ignes  Inna  minares." 
One  who  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  party  which  gave  power  to  our  modem 
dictator,  is  to  feel  the  undying  vengeance  which 
can  bnret  forth  after  tiie  lapse  of  twelve  years, 
for  on  act  done,  or  a  word  said,  in  a  high  offi- 
cial station,  and  under  the  solemn  obligation  of 
an  oath.  But  if  that  energy  and  grmness 
which  have  hitherto  characterised  him  throngh 
life,  do  not  now  desert  him  in  thia  his  hour  of 

Ctest  peril,  we  may  yet  live  to  see  one  who 
been  marked  out  as  a  victim,  escape  un- 
scathed even  by  that  power  which  has  tnus  far 
prostrated  alike  tbe  barriers  of  public  law  and 
the  sanctity  of  private  reputation.  In  the  mean 
time  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  injuries  in- 
flicted by  that  proscription  which  levels  first  at 
the  office,  and  then  at  character  to  Jnstlfy  the 
blow,  is  not  less  severely  felt  because  the  anf- 
ferer  has  not  moved  in  a  splendid  circle.  The 
"  beetle  that  we  t^ead  upon  may  feel  a  pang  as 
great  as  when  a  giant  dies ;  "  and,  looking  to 
the  case  to  which  I  have  alluded,  may  not  the 
hundreds  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  unmerited 
reproach  fairly  invoke  the  sympathies  of  oth- 
ers who  are  now  made  the  objects  of  an  attack 
not  less  unmerited  and  unrelenting  in  its  char- 
acter than  that  which  their  humbler  efforts 
may  have  been  unable  to  renst  t 

And  now,  sir,  to  return  to  the  resolntion. 
It  is  declaratory  of  the  limits  of  the  conmussion 
under  which  the  committee  act,  by  its  very 
terms.  It  affirms  what  is  nntrue,  that  we  Lave 
no  power,  nnder  oar  commission,  to  make  this 
inqniry.  The  original  resolution  directs,  as  we 
have  seen,  an  inquiry  into  the  "entire  mai^ve- 
ment  of  the  Post  Office  Department,"  Why 
do  not  gentlemen  say  in  terms,  that  their  aim 
and  object  ia  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  powers 
originaUy  conferred  ?  Why  not  boldly  avow  at 
once,  that  the  boastful  defiance  of  inquiry,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  when  the 
committee  was  appointed,  wae  but  an  empty 
vaunt,  which  it  in  now  found  necessary  to  re- 
tract? The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says 
that  he  can  supply  us  with  all  the  information 
on  the  subject  of  the  causes  of  removals,  ^^e 
eunmerates  nine  of  these;  1st,  Intemperance; 
2d,  Delinquency;  8d,  Prying  into  letter  t;  4th, 
Concealing  or  withholding  letters ;  5tb,  Ha- 
bitual negligence  of  duty;  6tb,  Incompetency; 
7th,  Befusal  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Department;   8th,  Discharging  the  post- 


mtutera'  duties  bj  dapnUea  under  a^e ;  9\b, 
Living  off  the  post  routes.  And  the  liouorablu 
geDtleman  Bums  cp  this  list  of  cSinBea  with  the 
sweeping  decIaratioD,  "  that  he  has  no  doubt 
there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  removal 
bat  for  one  or  other  of  these  causes  1 "  Sir,  ore 
we  to  suppose  that  the  Postmaster  Geueral  in- 
structed nim  to  make  such  a  declaration  t  The 
honorable  member  can  know  but  little  on  the 
subject,  of  his  own  knowledge.  He  lives  in  a 
district  whose  political  sins  have  not  deihanded 
such  eipiaUon  as  this  of  removal  from  office. 
But  WQ  who  live  north  of  the  Potomao  know, 
sir,  that  his  ennmoralJoii  of  cansea  is  a  gross  in- 
sult to  hnndreds  of  our  worthy  citizens,  who 
have  been  removed  without  anj  other  trans- 
gression than  ttiat  with  which,  according  to  the 
orthodox  creed  emanating  ex  calhcdraheTe,  is 
denominated  political  heresy.  In  the  mean 
time,  sir,  this  declaration  of  the  ^ntleman 
ehowB  ns  how  just  were  our  suspicions,  that 
the  files  of  this  department  have  been  filled 
with  groundless  accosations  against  tbe  victims 
of  its  proscription,  which  msj  sleep  there  nn- 
refuted,  because  they  remain  nnknowD,  vatil, 
in  the  lapse  of  tjme,  when  the  men  have  been 
laid  in  their  Kraves,  these  receptacles  of  filth 
may  be  opened  by  the  hand  of  benevolence  to 
tarnish  the  memory  of  those  before  whom,  while 
living,  the  accusers  dared  not  show  their  faces. 
His  very  statement  of  causes,  therefore,  exhibits 
the  strongest  reason  for  demanding  an  exposi- 
tion of  tbe  focta.  But,  sir,  the  blow  is  not 
merely  leveUed  at  tbe  hundreds  of  removed 
postmasters.  It  strikes  directly  at  their  late 
cbief^  who  rettuned  them  all  in  ofBco.  The 
declaration  thus  made  boldly  to  the  world  is, 
that  he  kept  in  office  some  five  or  tax  handred 
men,  who  were  dther  drunken,  or  were  prying 
Into  correspondenoe,  or  were  guilty  of  some 
other  of  the  enormities  enumerated  in  Uiis  list. 
The  answer  to  it  all,  is,  look  at  the  state  of  the 
money  obest  now,  and  remember  what  it  was 
when  John  KcLean  was  compelled  to  leave  it, 
or  sorrender  his  independence  as  a  man,  and 
become  the  tool  of  this  proscriptjve  and  arbi- 
trary power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  finds  another 


from  Mune  had  complained  of  the  removal  of 
eome  twenty-five  postmasters  in  one  of  the 
ooanties  of  that  State.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee says  he  has  no  right  to  complain,  be- 
cause the  people  there  have  sanctioned  the  pro- 
scription by  giving  their  vote  for  the  admmis- 
tration.  Sir,  I  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  the 
case.  Bat  I  may  ask,  did  tbe  people  act  with 
.^  view  to  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
(Ntyernment,  when  they  merely  approved  of 
tlie^voi^eral  acts  of  the  President)  Tbe  con~ 
duct  iX  these  subordinates  was  probably  no 
part  or.the  issue  joined  before  the  people. 
From  thV  nature  of  things,  we  must  believe  it 
could  not  have  been  so.  So  far  from  passing 
wutence  on  the  removed  officers  by  their  vote. 
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tbe  people  probably  were  engrossed  by  what 
they  deemed  more  important  considerations  ef- 
fecting the  general  welfare  of  their  country. 
But,  sir,  if  they  had  acted  with  a  view  to  these 
offices  alone,  woold  it  have  been  quite  fair  to 
have  urged  the  force  of  their  verdict  upon  osf 
It  would  not  sound  well,  in  any  eupposable 
case,  to  ofFer  bribes  or  threats  to  any  part  of 
the  jory,  and  then  plead  their  verdict  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  act ;  and  the  very  evil  complained 
of  being  the  influence  of  Executive  patronage 
on  the  elective  franchise,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  without  reference  to  tbe  people  of  Moin^ 
or  any  other  particular  State,  that  if  yon  can 
find  a  case  which  has  been  decided  by  the  in* 
fluence  of  that  patronage,  you  might  as  well 
boast  that  you  had  embraced  a  Jury,  and  point 
in  justification  to  the  verdict,  as  to  plume  your- 
selves npon  the  effect  which  that  patronage  has 
produced.  And  if  the  argument  has  any 
weight,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  verdicta 
which  the  people  have  rendered  in  other  dis- 
tricts of  conntry,  where  the  proeoription  haa 
been  equoUy  extensive,  and  where,  in  defiance 
of  yonr  patronage,  the  decision  has  t>een  against 
you? 

There  is  no  department  of  this  Government 
sir,  in  which  the*i>eop1e  take  so  lively  an  inter- 
est  as  tbe  post  office.  Jt  should  be  so  conduct- 
ed as  to  secure  their  perfect  confidence.  It 
shonld,  therefore,  havo  no  party  character 
whatever.  So  anxious  was  Mi.  Jefferson  to 
deprive  it  of  all  political  connection,  as  we 
leam  from  his  memoirs,  that  he  prohibited  tho 
employment  of  any  printer  in  the  department, 
even  so  for  as  to  be  concerned  in  the  tran«>or-. 


charged  with  operating  on  tlie  elective  fran- 
chise, and  the  rights  of  the  States,  through  tha 
immense  inflaence  of  an  army  of  dependent^ 
amomitinf  to  more  than  ten  thousand  men; 
with  subsidizing  the  press,  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  espionage,  and  wasting  the  public  treas- 
ure in  disbursements  to  political  favoritee — I 
ask,  would  any  party,  at  any  former  period, 
have  hod  the  hardihood,  after  an  investigation 
bad  been  set  on  foot  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
such  conjectures,  .to  snppresa  the  investigation, 
ortorcstrictit  in  any  particular,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  complete  development  of  all  its 
operations  i  Yet  such  charts  are  now  loudly 
proclaimed  against  it ;  such  an  investigation  has 
been  called  for,  and  the  very  object  of  the  reso- 
lution on  your  table  is  to  close  the  door  against 
inqniry. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  In  the  fearless  dischaifte 
of  my  duty  here,  I  may  have  drawn  down  oa 
my  own  head  the  vengeance  of  a  power,  more 
terrible  than  any  which  all  tiie  otiier  authori- 
ties of  this  Government  combined  cau  wield; 
but  I  should  have  proved  a  faitiiless  represent- 
ative, and  recreant  to  the  interests  of  the  in- 
trepid people  who  have  never  yet  bowed  U> 
the  terrors  or  the  allurements  of  Executive  In- 
fiueoce,  if  I  had  shrank  from  its  performance. 


,Coot;^lc 
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Dutv  M  Alum  Sail. 

lb.  BssToa  asked  and  obtuned  luve  to 

iritfadnw  the  bill,  whieh  was  laid  on  tbe  table 

the  other  da;-,  for  the  abrogation  of  the  dnt^ 


B  occasion  to 


t,  after  matare  examination  and  deltb- 
«rfttioD,  he  was  satiafled  that  he  hat' 
dedded  tiiat  the  abore-meutioDed 


was  satiafled  that  he  had  erroneoaalj 


h«  recMTed.    He  eonaidwed  that  it  was  at  the 
dnoaal  of  the  Senate^  as  other  billa  were. 

Mr.  Baaros  then  gare  notice  tiiat  be  wonld 
to-morroir  Mk  leave  to  introdnee  a  auoilar  biU 
wtthaome  modifioation. 

T^oatai  J^^tmm  and  hi*  Dav^hUr. 
Mr.  PoDTDizm  r<we  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
dnoe  the  bill  of  which  he  yesterday  gave  notice. 
He  nid  that,  obaernng  in  the  Telegraph  of  tliis 
Boming,  in  the  r^wrt  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  before,  an  error,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Martha 
Baodtdph,  the  danghter,  and  oolr  sarviving 
diiid  of  lliomas  Jefieraon,  decease^  it  was  due 
to  the  aenMbility  of  that  lady,  as  well  as  t« 
himself  to  state,  that,  in  ^ving  notice  of  his 
inteatioatoiotrodnoe  a  bill  concern  ing  the  only 
■■rriving  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  he  was 
actaated  solely  by  his  own  views  of  the  hirb 
obligatiooa  of  duty,  and  a  desire  to  rescae  the 
notion  front  the  impntation  of  a  want  of  grati- 
tnde  to  a  departed  statesman,  who  h^  so 
fatf;gely  oontriDQted  to  the  eetabliahment  of  this 
Oovenunent,  and  the  ftee  institntions  under 
viueh  we  live.  No  memorial  was  either  re- 
onved  or  presented  on  this  subject  No  inti- 
matioB  whatever  has  been  made  of  a  desire  to 
bring  thta  ^nestion  under  the  oonaideration  of 
Oongreas  bj  the  individoal  named  in  the  bill, 
vhich  he  had  asked  leave  to  introdnoe.  He 
Ind  no  donbt  that  the  error  noticed  was  nnin- 
tentkHul  on  the  part  of  the  editor  of  the  Tele- 

loa  win  peroetve,  Mr.  President,  oontihned 
the  eloqnent  Benator,  that  I  have  lironght  be- 
fore tUs  honorable  iMdy  a  proposition  calcu- 
lated to  animate  the  patriotic  feeling  of  every 
American  citizen ;  a  proposition  which  has  too 
long  alept  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  odmin- 
itter  this  Qovemment.  The  name  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  is  iden^ed  with  the  independence 
sod  gjory  of  this  conntry.  His  eulogy  is  writ- 
ten in  the  pages  of  Mthfal  history,  and  deeply 
impresMd  on  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  I 
witl  not  de&oe  the  aoblime  and  beantiful  pio- 
tore  by  any  attempt  to  retouch  it  with  the  pen- 
al of  an  nnskilM  artist;  but  it  shall  be  my 
homble  part  simply  to  bring  to  the  recolleotion 
of  this  honorable  body  the  high  cldms  of  this 
eminent  philosopher  and  statemnan  to  the  grat- 
itnde  of  the  generation  who  sorvive  him,  and 
leave  to  others,  better  qualified  for  the  task, 
'  f-^**  piffiiaing  duty  of  illustrating  the  merits  and 


diatingaisbed  services  of  one  whose  equal  haa 
seldom  appeared  on  the  great  theatre  of  the 

Glitical   drama  of  the   world.      Washington, 
fayette,  aod  their  companions  in  arm^  wield- 
ed the  physical  force  of  uie  colonies  ic 


the  great  moral  battle  of  their  oppressed  ci 
try  at  that  memorable  epoch.  They  boldly  oe- 
aerted  those  rights  and  principles,  which  vindi- 
cated our  cause  throughout  civilized  Europe, 
and  brought  into  action  the  invincible  energiea 
of  the  American  people,  by  whose  perseverance 
and  valor  the  chsJos  of  tyranny  were  broken, 
and  the  mercenaries  of  the  tyrant  driven  from 
the  land  whieh  they  had  dared  to  invade  and 
desolate  with  conflagration,  robbery,  and  the 
sword.  Under  the  iuQuence  of  feelings  honor- 
able to  oar  national  character,  which  have 
been,  on  many  occasioos,  signally  manifested, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  few  years 
past,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  made  a  vol- 
untary gift  to  General  Lafayette,  of  the  sum  <rf 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  further 
donation  of  a  township  of  land  equal  in  value 
to  the  additional  sura  of  one  hnndred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  This  liberality  to  the  hero 
who  fonght  our  batties,  who  espoused  our 
canse,  and  shed  his  blood  in  our  defence,  and 
who  has  been  the  nniform  friend  of  liberty  in 
both  hemispheres,  met  the  approbation  of  the 
people  at  large.  It  has  never  been  complained 
of  by  the  most  vigilant  guardian  of  the  public 
purse.  Our  national  gratitude  to  this  distin- 
guished man  was  due  to  his  disinterested  ser- 
vices and  sacrifices  In  the  great  cause  of  fi«e- 
dom,  and  the  emancipation  of  these  States  from 
the  galling  yoke  of  despotic  power,  wielded  by 
the  nnrelentinK  arm  of  the  British  monarch. 
It  has  imparted  a  lustre  to  the  American  name 
far  more  precioos  than  the  price  at  which  it 
was  obtained.  Actuated  by  the  same  lofty 
considerations  which  governed  the  National 
Legislature  on  that  occasion,  let  us  not  forget 
the  testamentary  bequest  of  the  great  author  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  his  Iwtoved 
country.  Jefferson,  whose  name  must  be  ever 
dear  to  the  friends  of  human  liberty  through- 
,  OQt  the  world,  in  the  last  hour  of  hia  eiistencet 
bestowing  an  expiring  thonght  on  the  political 
connection  which  had  so  long  existed  between 
himself  and  the  American  people,  and  feeling 
the  pressure  of  hia  pecuniary  circutnstancea, 
and  the  embarrassed  condition  of  bis  affain^ 
consoled  hia  agitated  spirits  by  the  confidence 
which  he  reposed  in  tbe  Justice  and  l>enevo- 
lenoe  of  this  notion ;  and,  with  hia  last  breath, 
bequeathed  his  daugliter  and  only  surviving 
child  to  that  country  which  he  had  so  faithfully 
served,  and  of  whidi  he  waa  the  pride  and  or- 
nament Shall  we  then  fold  our  arms  in  cold 
indifference,  and,  unmindful  of  him,  whose  en- 
lightened mind  and  tmhought  patriotism  gave 
impetus  to  the  ball  of  the  revolution,  and  fixed 
the  great  principles  of  thia  confederated  repnb- 
,  lie,  treat  with  nnkind  n^eot  the  object  dearest 


to  hia  heart,  which  lie  bad  bo  ooofidently  com- 
mitted to  onr  geaeroQB  protection  t 

Shall  we  limit  our  liberal  donationfl  to  Lafay- 
ette, and  a  few  others,  and  permit  the  only 
BorTiTing  child  of  Thomaa  Jefferson  to  linger 
in  poverty  in  ber  native  conntry,  while  every 
page  of  ita  hiatorr  points  to  the  glory  which 
has  been  shed  over  it  by  the  acts  olf  her  illna- 
trioiiB  father  i  I  hope  not.  The  in^otitude  of 
republics  is  the  favorite  theme  of  tyrants,  and 
of  all  those  who  arge  that  man  is  incspable  of 
self-government.  The  despots  of  the  world 
taont  as  with  this  insulting  epithet.  We  have 
shown  them  in  the  case  of  Lafayette  that  we 
do  not  deserve  the  foul  impntation.  Let  ns  fol- 
low np  the  good  example  by  an  eqnat  liberality 
to  onr  own,  our  venerated  Jefferson,  and  this 
stain  OIL  the  fair  fame  of  the  repablio  will  van- 
ish int«  thin  air,  and  be  remembered  among 
the  fables  of  a  deranged  imagination.  I  now 
move,  Mr.  President,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  according  to  the  notice  which  I 

Kve  yesterday,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Se- 
st  Oommittee. 

A  hill  "  ooncemiDg  Martha  Randolp^,  the 
danghter  and  only  surviving  child  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  deceased,"  was  then  presented  by  Mr. 
PoiNrazTBB  to  the  Ohair,  read  a  flrat  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Oomroittee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Podtdextsb,  Mr.  Bkll,  Mr. 
Wbbstbb,  Mr.  Ttlee,  and  Mr.  Hathb. 

Pott  Offie»  Department  Intettigattort, 
The  Senate  again  took  ap  the  resolution  con- 
oerning  the  examination  of  witnesses  as  to  the 
causes  of  their  removal  ttom  office, 

Mr.  Olatton  concluded  hb  speech  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  that  he  did  not  appear  on 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the  de- 
bate, nor  to  Bipresa  any  opmion  on  the  troth 
of  the  allegations  so  violently  urged  against  the 
Postmaster  General.  Ue  had  no  opinion  on 
the  matter,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  one,  ex- 
cept it  was  that  presumptive  opinion  of  inno- 
oeace  which  the  laws  awarded  to  all  who  were 
accused,  andwhioli  tlie  pure  and  elevated  char- 
acter of  Mr.  Barry  so  eminently  claims.  If 
impeached,  it  might  he  his  dnty  to  ut  in  jndg- 
ment  npon  him — or,  if  he  had  an  opinion  in 
the  case,  to  retire  &om  the  Judgment  seat ;  as 
he  oonld  neither  reconcile  it  to  the  dictates  of 
hia  conscience,  nw  the  rights  of  the  accnsed, 
to  take  the  oath  of  a  jadga,  with  a  nreconceived 
opinion  in  his  bosom,  to  be  dropped  ont  as  soon 
as  the  forms  would  permit.  He  rose,  he  re- 
peated, not  to  accuse  or  absolve  Mr.  Barry,  bat 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  character  of  the 
proceeding  which  waa  carrying  on  against  him, 
and  to  intimate  an  idea  of  what  might  be  proper 
tA  be  done  hereafter  in  regard  to  it.  He  then 
affirmed  with  deep  and  evident  feeling,  that  he 
looked  npon  the  whole  proceeding,  from  its 
first  inception  to  that  moment,  as  one  of  emi- 
nent impropriety,  compromising  the  Judicial 
poritr  ot  the  Seiiate  on  one  hand,  and  invading 
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the  privilegea  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
on  the  other.  The  Senate,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, tries  impeaohmenta — the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives prefers  them.  Each  has  its  assigned 
rto  act,  and  it  is  an  invasion  of  privilege 
either  to  assume  the  part  of  the  other.  If 
the  tenth  part  of  the  matter  so  Airionaly  urged 
against  Mr.  Barry  was  true,  or  even  fonnded  in 
probability,  he  might  come  before  the  Benat« 
for  trial ;  and  it  wonld  be  a  horrid  mockery  of 
Jndioial  forms  for  his  future  judges  to  take  the 
lead  iu  the  oeae  of  aocDSstJon,  and  to  ezfflto, 
promote,  foment,  and  instigate  ohai^es  against 
him.  TotheHonseofBepreaentativeBbalongefl 
that  part  of  the  punM  bnslness ;  and  the  prea- 
ent  proceeding  in  the  Senate  must  appear  to 
them  as  an  invasion  of  their  privilege,  and  an 
implied  censure  upon  their  negligence.  It  did 
seem  to  him  that  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
might  take  notice  of  the  proceeding;  and  fed 
itself  bound  to  vindicate  its  rights;  and  the 
two  Houses  thns  be  brought  into  serious  col- 
lision. To  avoid  these  conseqnenceH,  as  well  as 
to  escape  a  compromise  of  the  judicial  charao- 
t«r  of  Uie  Senate,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  debate  and  proceedings  shonld  tenni- 
nate  immediately.  This  wonld  save  the  fbrthw 
evils  to  the  Senate  itself  whidt  might  enane. 
As  to  the  past — the  proceedings  alreMy  had — 
ha  declared  that  he  thon^t  Uiem  a  fit  sobject 
for  that  operation  which  had  been  performed 
npon  the  record  of  Wilkes's  expulsion  from  tlia 
British  House  of  Commons — upon  the  record 
of  the  Yazoo  fraud,  in  the  Le^slstnre  of  Geor- 
gia— and  npon  the  record  of  the  MaasachusettB 
General  Aasembly,  which  declared  it  to  he  na- 
becoming  the  character  of  a  moral  and  religiona 
people  to  rejoice  in  the  victories  of  their  coun- 
try. He  declared  it  to  be  his  deliberate  opinion 
that  the  history  of  the  whole  proceeding  against 
Mr.  Barry  ought  to  be  expunged  ft^m  the  jonr- 
nala  of  the  Senate  I  Total  expurgation  ttota 
the  journals  was  the  most  appropriate  means 
in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  restore  its  own 
injured  character — to  make  atonement  to  the 
invaded  privileges  and  insulted  feelings  of  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  what,  perhaps, 
was  still  more  important,  to  prevent  this  evil 
example,  this  horrid  combination  of  the  -flceas- 
ing  and  trying  hnetion,  from  being  drawn  into 
precedent  in  future  times  when  tiie  party  in 
power,  and  predominant  in  the  Senate,  might 
want  the  spoils  of  a  victim.  If  the  American 
Cato,  the  venerable  Maooh,  was  here,  it  would 
be  his  part  to  become  the  guardian  of  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  Senate :  in  his  absence  that 
high  dnty  might  devolve,  at  an  appropriate 
time,  npon  some  aged  Senator.  If  none  such 
undertook  it,  it  might  become  his  part  to  con- 
sider how  far  their  places  ought  to  be  sap- 
plied  by  a  less  worthy  and  less  efficient  mem- 

Ur.  WooDBTTBT  regretted  the  coarse  puraoed 
by  the  gentlemen  horn  Maine  and  Delaware, 
especial^  by  the  latter.  It  had  compelled  him 
again  to  tr^ass  on  the  indulgence  <tf  the  Sol- 
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tie,  daring  the  diacnsRoa  of  this  reeolation, 
■Itboogb  the  uilfjeat  moat  have  beoome  irk- 
BtHne.  Bat  new  podtjons  bad  been  asaomed — 
nev  uiamii£tions  uttered — new  and  eztraordi- 
narj  aoeasatioiis  rang  in  tbe  eara  of  this  body 
and  of  the  whole  oommimitf,  Silenoe  nnder 
tbem  mij^t  be  oonsb'ned  into  approbation.  In 
repelling  them,  he  disclaimed  all  that  part  of 
the  oomptimeat  begtoved  upon  hiin  in  oonnec- 
tioa  wiui  hia  Mendon  tbe  right,  (Mr.  6.,)  that 
tiiBj  were  "  most  desteronB  sdvooaC«e  of  the 
PeetBuater  General."  He,  aa  an  individoal, 
was  in  this  body  tbe  advocate  of  uobodj.  He 
■tfed  in  hia  slatioD  as  a  Senator,  aod  onl7  as 
«  Senfttor ;  and  whonwoeTer  in  a  pablio  station 
be  mi^t  be  called  upon,  in  the  oonrse  of  oCB- 
dal  duty,  to  vindicate  or  condemn,  he  should 
endeavor  to  do  it  in  a  manner  beoomiug  that 
poblio  station,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  the 
pnblio  interests.  In  the  discharge  of  what  bad 
devolved  on  him,  aa  a  member  of  the  special 
Post  Office  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  pres- 
ent debate,  he  had  need,  and  sboold  hereafter 
sae^  DO  4e<terit7  beyond  a  dr;  appeal  to  our 
own  congreasional  documents,  and  to  snoh  mntb- 
cmatical  oompntations  on  tbeir  contents  as  every 
gentlemao  cooJd  disprove  or  verifj  for  himsBlf. 

Poetry  had  never  before,  bnt  once,  be  be- 
Heved,  been  brought  in  tud  of  an  examlnotioa 
into  OBJ  of  onr  fiscal  concerns ;  and  thoogb 
that  ■wM  done  by  the  bead  of  a  department,  he 
theuld  beg  leave  to  decline  following  both  that 
example  and  the  example  of  the  two  gentlemen 
oppooed  to  this  resolntion,  in  preferring  flgurea 
n  rbetotic  to  figures  of  arithmetic.  Nor  sliould 
be  wittingly  foUow  the  last  speaker  in  making 
pdilical  prophecies,  whether  as  to  men  or 
nwMiues.  lie  felt  much  veneration  for  religioos 
pn^beciea ;  but  as  for  political  ones,  when  ut- 
terad  by  politidons,  who  had  maHs  arran^e- 
aents  to  bring  altoot  tbe  events  foretold,  and 
were  endeavoring,  he  hoped  in  vun,  to  verify 
their  own  predictions,  he  cherished  not  snffi- 
dent  rw^eot  for  ench  prophecies  as  to  imitate 
toeh  an  example.  The  grave  character  of  this 
body  demanded  of  us  to  consider  that  we  were 
In  uct  exatuiiiiiw  the  oondnct  of  one  of  the 
UKMt  elevated  officers  of  the  Government ;  an 
offioer  who,  trom  his  pnblio  station  ss  well  as 
his  high  personal  cbaraoter,  was  entitled  to  at 
least  ordinary  comity,  aaa  an  adherence,  on 
oar  part,  to  a  fair,  manly,  and  liberal  coarse  of 
investigation.  We  were  carrying  a  scrutiny 
into  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  nearly 
two  miUioiis  annually ;  and  we  should  do  it, 
be  tinsted,  on  the  same  just  principles,  and  tbe 
same  settled  roles  of  evidence,  as  governed  us 
in  relation  to  umilar  suUeota  in  other  depart- 
ments, and  in  other  perioos  of  oar  history. 

How  bad  we  got  involved  in  tills  wide  and 
desoltory  debate  t  Assnredly  by  a  marvelloos 
departure  from  the  language  and  spirit  of  tbe 
reaohition  iteeU|  on  the  part  of  its  opponents. 
The  remlntton  proposes  simply  to  check  the 
Inquiriea  of  tbe  special  committee  into  the 
awai  of  removals  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 


ment This  is  a  single  and  a  fair  propoatioa 
fur  the  deKifflon  of  this  body.  The  committee 
being  divided,  an  appeal  was  made  to  you,  as 
you  are  the  authors  in  the  reference,  and  have 
power  to  conatrne,  amend,  or  abolish  it  alto- 
gether. In  favor  of  that  proposition  tbe  mi- 
nbrity  of  the  committee  believed  'that  the  Sea- 
ate  had  pr^nonncwd  an  opinion  the  last  winter, 
after  very  full  debate,  and,  therefore,  not 
"  carefully  avoiding,"  as  the  member  from  Del- 
aware alleges,  an  argoineDt  on  the  construe' 
tion  which  might  be  given  to  the  words  of  the 
reference  independent  of  that  opinion ;  bnt 
contending  that,  after  such  an  opinion,  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  intend  to  have  a  constmotion 
Slaoed  on  the  reference  tfbstile  to  their  own 
edsion,  the  minority  opposed  going  into  an 
inquiry  of  tbe  special  canses  of  removaL  They 
believed,  tiso,  that  we  ongbt  not  to  embark  in 
that  inquiry,  because  all  admit  the  Postmaster 
Oeneral  has  both  the  legal  and  oonstitutionBl 
right  to  displace  any  of  bis  deputies.  The 
right  or  po.wer  being  conceded,  there  is  no  law 
nor  sense  in  making  him  amenable,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  Senate,  for  any  supposed  abuse 
of  that  power.  For  suofa  abnse  he  is  responsi- 
ble only  to  the  other  House,  as  the  impeaching 
body,  or  to  the  President,  who  can  control  or 
remove  him  at  pleasore ;  but  we,  the  Senate^ 
can  neither  impeach  nor  remove  him ;  and,  aa 
a  legislative  body,  have  no  more  right  to  inves- 
tigate the  particular  motives  which  influenced 
him  in  any  removal^  than  we  have  the  motives 
of  a  collector  of  the  customs,  or  a  marshal,  in 
the  removal  of  their  depntiea.  The  general 
course  of  administradon  in  respect  to  reaaovals, 
it  might  be  proper  to  ascertain,  as  qnce  before 
remarked,  with  a  view  to  legislation.  So  might 
it  be  in  respect  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  de- 
partment,  with  the  same  view ;  and  the  latter 
mvestigation  might  be  pushed  further,  into  the 
smallest  minutim,  to  see  if  any  departure  had 
been  made  from  tbe  acta  of  Congrees  about  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures ;  and,  if  any  departure, 
what  remedies  might  be  proper  to  prevent  a 
recnrrenoe  of  the  misohiefs.  Bat,  in  relation 
to  particular  removals,  the  law  bad  intrusted 
the  Postmaster  General  with  unlimited  discre- 
tion and  power.  Such  a  discretion  could  not 
be  violated.  There  would  not  be,  in  any  re- 
moval, a  departure  from  the  law,  beoause  Uiere 
existed  no  law  reatrioting  him ;  and  beuce  an 
inquiry  into  partioular  oases  was  unjust,  use- 
less, and  improper. 

So  much  for  the  direct  merits  of  the  resoln- 
tiou.  Bnt  mark  the  ingenuity  of  our  oppo- 
nents, in  getting  up  the  rest  of  this  extraordi- 
nary debate  I  The  Senator  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed you,  avers,  that  the  moneyed  concerns 
of  tbe  Post  Office  Department  are  "  rapidly 
verpng  to  insolvency ; "  that  this  has  neen 
caused  by  the  misconduct  of  faithless  and  fraud- 
alent  ofBcers  recently  appointed ;  and  hence, 
that  you  ought  to  permit  the  committee  to  fer- 
ret out  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  their  pre- 
deoeS30r&    To  reach  his  inforence,  it  will  be 
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Beea  tiiot  the  gentleman  haa  been  obl^ed  to 
resort  to  "  tno  assninptioiia  of  foot,  if  not  of 
doctrine,"  in  the  langnage  of  Oulonel  Lawleas. 
If  either  of  those  aaanmptionB  fail  him,  in  the 
proof  or  inrestjgation,  his  infereDoe  &gdnst  the 
check  contained  in  the  reeolatioD  has  no  tbcn- 
dation  to  stodd  on.  Like  the  Indian  philosophy 
as  to  the  fonndadon  on  whiah  the  earth  Btanda, 
he  may  rest  some  of  his  positions  on  the  ele- 
phant, and  the  elephant  npon  the  toriioiee ;  but 
on  what  dae«  his  tortoise  stand,  if  the  depart- 
ment ia  not,  in  tmth,  verging  to  insolvency  t 
Or,  if  eraban-assod,  it  has  not,  in  trnth,  become 
BO  by  n^Iect  and  corruption,  bnt  by  your  own 
system  of  legislation,  largely  increasing  its  ez' 
penditDres?  The  gentleman,  likewise,  has  in- 
dulged in  these  two  assumptionB,  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  committee  were  inqniring 
into  the  real  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  de- 
partment, and  when  his  questions  about  re- 
moTals  might  have  been  Jndicionsly  ftostponed, 
it  is  believed,  till  (he  truth  of  the  ossnmpUon, 
as  to  inBolvenoy,  on  which  his  other  questions 
l^t,  were  fully  ascertuned.  But  no ;  this  did 
not  anit  the  zeal  and  impatdonce  of  the  prosecu- 
tion. It  was  thonght  better  to  guess  at  the 
fact  of  insolvency,  or  attempt  to  show,  from 
imperfect  and  perverted  circnmstanoes,  than  to 
wait  a  few  days  for  decisive  evidence,  one  way 
or  the  other— evidence,  too,  within  our  own 
reach,  and  which  we  were  colleoting  by  inter- 
rogatories to  the  department,  access  to  its 
books,  and  the  nnlimit«d  [lower  conferred  on 
ns  by  the  Senate  to  send  anywhere  for  persona 
and  papers, 

FiODAT,  February  11, 
Pott  Qffiee  H^ta-tmmt  Jmaligatutn. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Gbundt's  resolution, 

Ur.  BPKi.otrB  aaid  he  declined  entering 
into  ftny  discussion  on  Its  fiscal  concerns, 
bnt  stated  his  objections  to  the  resolution,  as 
tending  to  impeach  the  veracity  of  individuals 
who  had  been  dismissed  trom  office  in  the 
capacity  of  witnesses  before  the  special  oommit- 


Ur.  Qrundt  ezfdained,  and  said,  than  this 
nothing  was  further  fVom  his  intention,  and  he 
had  no  objection  so  to  modify  his  resolution, 
-s  to  do  away  with  any  ' '" 


Mr.  LrviNOSTON  said ;  I  gave  my  vote  for  the 
resolntion  under  wiiich  this  committee  was  a^p- 
pointed,  bnt  moat  certainly  not  with  the  intent 
of  vesting  them  wiUi  the  power  whioh  their 
chairman  contends  they  have  a  right  to  exer- 
cise. What  is  that  power  ?  One,  sir,  that  the 
Senate  has  aolemnly  declared,  after  the  Aillest 
investigation,  that  the  Senate  itaelf  had  no  right 
to  exercise ;  a  debate  in  which  the  honorable 
chairman  of  tbis  committee  strove  with  his 
nana]  earnestness,  with  nnusaal  eloquence  and 
fngennity,  bnt  strove  in  vain,  to  extabliah  a 
right  in  the  Senate  to  call  on  the  PrwideaC  to 


give  bis  reasons  for  such  removals  from  office  as 
the  Senate  might  deem  improper.  Sir,  tha 
honorable  chairman  needed  not  to  have  assnred 
ns  that  he  was  tenaoions  of  his  pnipose  when 


ablj  advocated,  is  a  proof 
of  this.  Now,  sir,  how  does  the  interrogator; 
proposed  to  be  put  by  the  committee,  and  the 
argument  by  which  that  right  ts  attempted  to 
be  snstained ;  how  do  these  differ  (ram  the  in- 
quiry then  urged  to  be  proper,  and  the  argu- 
ments which  were  then  used,  bnt  which  faUed 
to  convince  us?  The  Postmaster  Genend  is  an 
officer  appointed  in  virtue  of  a  law  which  pre- 
scribes his  dnties  and  designates  his  powers. 
His  great  dnty  is  to  secure  the  transmission  of 
tbe  raai],  and  the  securitj  of  the  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  that  soorce.  The  essential  power 
given  to  hira  for  the  performance  of  these  da- 
lies,  b  the  appointment  of  his  depnties,  and,  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  their  removal,  when- 
ever they  do  not,  in  his  opinion,  properly  per- 
form their  dnties ;  they  are  answerable  to  him 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  to  the  President 
— as  the  President  may  remove  hira  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  legal  disoretioo,  so  may  he  re- 
move tlie  depnties  whom  he  has,  on  his  own 
responsibility,  appointed.  All  the  arguments 
used  against  tlie  interference  of  the  Senate 
with  the  removals  by  the  President,  apply  with 
the  same  foroe  to  any  intermeddling  here.  I  will 
not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  repeating  those  argn* 
ments ;  they  were  deemed  conclusive  then. 
Circumstances  have  not  changed ;  nor  have  the 
memtters  of  the  Senate  changed.  Whether  any 
arguments  now  addressed  to  them  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  can  have  t^rsted  any 
change  in  their  opinion,  I  should  be  very  much 
inclined  to  doubt,  becaase  I  hare  heai^  none 
now  that  I  cannot  recollect  perfectly  to  have 
heard  on  a  former  occasion,  ^r,  they  are  (dd 
acquaintances,  and  though  they,  liKe  (dd  friends, 
rametimes  put  on  new  faces,  and  trick  them- 
selves ont  in  new  dresses  that  tbey  borrow  from 
eloquence  and  talent,  yet  it  requires  no  great 
stretch  of  memory  to  recollect  them.  I  will 
umply  ask  the  honorable  chairman  what  prac- 
tical good  he  expects  will  result  from  tbe  in- 
quiry 1  Let  ns  suppose  it  proper,  and  pnrane 
its  course;  a  discarded  offloer  of  tiie  department 
is  called  before  the  committee  :  "  Sir,  yea 
were  a  deputy  of  the  Postmaster  General;  for 
what  cause  did  he  dismiss  yon  t "  "  Sir,  it  ia 
impossible  fur  me  to  tell;  I  was  a  most  meri- 
loriooB  officer,  regular  In  rendering  my  ao- 
counts,  punctual  in  my  payments,  diligent  in 
the  duties  of  my  office."  "  Gall  in  tbe  Post- 
master General :  Why  did  yon  dismiss  tbis 
man  f "  "  BecODse  he  was  totally  unfit  for  his 
office;  he  never  attended  to  its  duties;  his  mails 
were  rarely  mode  np  in  time;  and  the  mul- 
carriers  were  detained  for  hours  at  his  office." 
"  Oan  you  bring  proof  of  these  charges  i"  "  Easi- 
ly; yon  have  only  tosendfor  the  mail-carrier  bfr- 
iweeu  Memphis  and  New  Orleans,  and  fbr  tigtit 
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IX  ten  of  tbe  mhAbitantB  of  the  tUIbsb  where 
be  lives;  tbe  distance  is  not  much  above  two 
thoosond  mUea,  and  70a  m&j  have  them  here 
cerUinlf  in  a  year."  The  report  mast  be  made 
in  three  weeks.  Here  is  one  case,  and  a  prob- 
aUe  one :  How  many  Booh  in  the  five  hun- 
dred caaei  of  nmoral  1  Take  another:  "Wljy, 
Mr.  Poatinaster  Genera],  did  yon  dtimisa  A.  B.  t" 
"  BeMDse,  nr,  I  bad  no  ooofidence  in  bim ;  a 
disoretionnr;  power  was  given  to  me,  which  I 
h>T«  exenHsed  In  all  cases  according  to  the  best 
of  mj  jodgmenL"  Then  I  think  that  inqnirj 
most  BD^  Bnt  suppose,  In  another  case,  the 
aoqriraona  which  have  been  expressed,  or  rath- 
er the  positive  ohai^,  that  lias  been  repeated 
till  the  eohoea  are  tired  with  it,  that  the  re- 
moTal  shoold  have  been  of  a  person  hostile  to 
QiB  deotion  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrates 
and  that  another,  of  opposite  politics,  ahonid 
Uave  replaced  him ;  suppose  this  to  have  hap- 
pened in  thrM  hundred  oat  of  the  Ave  hundred 
ranovals,  what  is  to  be  the  result!  Whj,  the 
bonoratde  ehairmon  hsa  long  since  anticipated 
iL  Such  oondnot  is  corruption,  and  corruption 
ia  on  impeacbable  offence.  To  this  result,  then, 
WB  OMne  at  last.  A  committee  of  the  Senate, 
members  of  the  high  oonrt  for  tbe  trial  of  im- 
peMohmento,  are  to  be  employed  in  finding  ma- 
terials for  the  aoeusatioa  at  an  officer  whom 
they,  in  the  performance  of  their  high  functions, 
are  to  try;  but  this  seems  to  offer  no  seriooa 
alyection  to  the  two  memt>ers  of  tbe  committee 
who  bava  Bigoed  against  tlie  resolution ;  they 
think,  and  no  donbt  oonsdentiouslj',  that  it  is 
port  at  the  duty  del^atsd  to  them,  to  inquire  and 
pronoonoe  upon  this  branch  of  the  accusation 
■gainst  tbe  Foatmaster  Oenerol.  Kay,  sir,  they 
have  gone  further ;  they  have  entert^ned,  and 
think  it  their  dnty  to  pronounee  on'accasations 
of  tend,  malversation,  and  corruption.  I  did 
not  Tioderatand  tbem  to  say  that  these  charges 
were  tme ;  bnt  I  did  distinctly  understand  them 
to  say  that  they  were  made,  and  that  the  com- 
mittM  were  in^riug  into  their  truth ;  and,  un- 
\im  I  am  greatly  deceived,  it  was  added,  that 
dwy  were  sapported  by  high  evidence.  Fnr- 
thor,  sir,  the  written  allegation  of  some  of  thme 
ohu^ea  was  laid  before  us ;  was  read  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  chainnan,  in  the  shape  of  a  letter 
ntxn  one  of  the  officers  who  had  been  dismiss- 
ed. Now,  air,  agiunst  all  this  proceeding  I 
deem  it  a  duty  solemnly  to  enter  my  protest 
Every  member  of  this  body  must  pursue  that 
•cudnot  which  is  dictated  by  his  own  sense  of 
propriety  and  duty,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
ftonoroble  members  who  differ  from  me  on  this 
ocoanon,  are  so  guided.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
ioenlpote  them.  Bnt  1  too  must  follow  mine; 
and  my  pense  of  imperious  duty  u^^es  me  not 
only  to  disaent  from  this  doctrine,  but  to  point 
ant  the  oonseqnences  of  what  I  deem  a  moat 
daagerons  assumption  of  unconaUtntional  pow- 
er. Do  we  not  entirely  ^sregard  the  allotment 
mode  to  ns  in  the  distribution  of  the  powers  of 
Goveniment)  Do  we  not  enoroaeb  on  those  of 
a  eoKirdinate  branch  t    and,  by  aasoming  pow- 


ers not  delegated  to  us,  render  ourselves  incom- 
petent to  the  performance  of  those  that  arel 
We  appoint  a  committee  for  the  purpoee  no  donbt 
of  inqniring  whether  any  legislative  measure  is 
necessary  to  rive  greater  effeot  to  the  Deport- 
ment of  the  Post  Office.  To  give  it  any  other 
oonstruotion  would  be  to  suppose  it  an  nncon- 
Htltational  measure.  This  committee  asks  for 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  pspers.  With 
confidence  in  the  correctness  of  their  course, 
we  give  it  to  them.  And,  under  this  delegation, 
it  is  contended  they  not  only  hove  a  right  to  do 
that  which  the  body,  of  which  they  form  a  port, 
has  solemnly  reeolved  it  hos  no  rigbt  to  do  ; 
bnt,  sir,  that  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
charges  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  the  exercise  of 
his  official  duties,  by  an  officer  nprou  whom,  if 
he  should  be  aoonsed,  we  are  afterwards  to  sit 
in  Judgment.  Not  only  is  this  inquiry  parsued 
in  the  committee ;  not  only  are  its  members 
forced  to  prejudge  the  case,  bnt  the  charge  is 
uttered  in  the  osMmbled  Senate ;  all  of  us  ore 
to  hove  our  judgments  warped  and  poisoned  by 
hearing  evidence  and  arguments  10  show  the 

Silt  or  to  prove  the  inuocenoe  of  tbe  aocnsed. 
id  then,  with  onr  passions  inflamed  with  the 
warmth  of  debate,  with  minds  perverted  by  tx 
parts  evidence,  and  the  mixture  of  political 
feeling  that  has  been  introdoced  into  the  case, 
we  are  to  take  onr  places  beside  yon,  sir,  in  the 
augnst  tribunal  where  we  hod  so  lately  sot,  and 
we  are  to  call  Ood  to  witness  that  we  will  de- 
cide coolly,  and  dispassionately,  and  Justly,  be- 
tweui  onr  country  and  the  officer  accuited. 
How,  sir,  are  we  preparing  ourselves  for  this 
duty  ?  By  violent  philippics  against  the  man 
who,  if  the  opinion  of  those  who  utter  them  is 
well  founded,  must  appear  at  our  bar  to  answer 
them  I  by  arguments  which  those  who  believe 
in  his  innocence  feel  bound  to  nse  in  his  defence  I 
by  the  excitement  which  zeal  and  eloquence 
must  natur^y  produce  in  the  minds  of  their 
fellow-judges,  to  whom  they  are  addceesed.  lo 
our  zeal  for  political  reform,  or  for  the  advance- 
ment of  justice,  we  forget  what  we  are.  We 
aesume  the  accusing,  when  we  have  only 
the  higher,  the  jadging  power.  If  one  "twen- 
tieth part  the  tithe"  of  the  accusations  that  have 
been  uttered  on  this  ooca^on  sg^nst  this  gen- 
tleman be  well  founded,  he  ought  to  be  im- 
peached; those  who  believe  them  to  be  tme 
ought  immediately  to  produce  the  chorges  be- 
fore tbe  aocusing  power,  not  to  reiterate  them 
within  these  woll^  where  no  voice  ought  to  be 
heard  in  coses  of  alleged  oiimiaality  nut  that 
of  oolm  detiberatAon. 

Sir,  whether  the  chorges  are  true  or  false,  I 
wilt  not  inquire^  nntil  they  are  constitutionally 
made  and  legally  proved.  Until  then  I  am 
bound  to  believe  him  innocent,  not  only  by 
duty,  hut  t>ecause  I  believe  him,  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  gone,  to  be  an  upright,  able  • 
officer,  and  that,  under  his  odministration,  the 
department  hoa  greatiy  extended  its  usefulikess. 
But,  olthough  this  opinion  may  make  me  re- 
quire and  somtinise  proof  before  I  condemn,  it 
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will  never,  if  I  can  confide  in  mj  ovn  jndg- 
raent,  swerve  me  from  doty,  if  that  proof 
should,  coDtTBiy  to  my  belief;  b«  prodaoed. 
Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can.  the  mieplaoedin- 
Teotivea,  the  violent,  acrimoitioiu,  and  repeated 
oharges  that  have  been  made,  bias  me  against 
the  man  whom  I  esteem.  The  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  may,  as  he  says  he  will, 
"  teach  bis  starling  to  cry  proscription"  untjl 
all  the  prating  party  parrots  of  the  oonntry  can 
repeat  it.  He  may,  as  he  says  he  will,  find  his 
victim  "  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  in  hia  ear 
may  halloo  proscription  1"  He  mar  moke  the 
Senate  resound  wiui  this  catchword  of  a  party 
until  he  is  hoarse  with  the  repetition.  Yet, 
tar,  I  tmst  the  members  of  that  annist  body 
will  be  calm ;  they  will  not  suffer  themaelves 
to  condemn  or  acquit  but  in  the  performance 
of  their  constitntional  functions,  nor  suffer  any 
delegated  power  to  transcend  those  limits  which 
they  have  determined  to  be  the  boundary  of 
their  powers. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware,  whether  he  thinks  bis 
favorite  word  might  not  be  with  some  propriety 
applied  to  the  bearing  ex  parte  accusations  of 
Irand,  corruption,  and  other  misdemeanors 
a^Dst  a  high  officer,  repeating  them  in  the 
highest 'Oonncil  of  the  nation,  and  speeding 
them  on  the  wings  of  bis  eloquence  through 
the  land,  before  the  accused  has  even  answered 
to  the  charge.  The  good  feelings  which  I  know 
that  Senator  to  possess,  wUI,  unless  I  greatly 
mistake,  in  his  momenta  of  calm  reflection,  lead 
him  to  r^ret  the  course  which  an  honest  bat 
mistaken  zeal  has  led  him  to  pursue  on    ' 


The  obserrations,  sir,  of  the  Senator  from 
Vaine  nir.  SpKAona)  are  correct.  The  resdn- 
tion  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
does  not  go  far  enough.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment :  Strike  out  from  the  word  "  to," 
and  insert — "  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to 


Retolved,  Hat  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inqaire  uito 
the  condition  of  the  Poet  Offlce  Department,  are 
not  autboriied  to  make  inquiry  Into  the  reasons 
which  h>TO  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  any  removals  of  his  deputies. 

Ur.  Gbundt  accepted  the  modification  offered 
by  Hr.  Lnmewros. 


SiTHBDAT,  February  12. 

Aflerdisposing  of  some  private  bills  and  olber 
morning  bumness — 

The  eclipse  having  reached  the  greatest 
obscuration  of  the  sun  about  this  time,  and  ihe 
Senate  appearing  indisposed  to  go  on  with  busi- 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 


MoND^T,  February  14. 

Mr.  TBBLmascrTSEN  l^d  on  Hie  table  the 
followicg  resolntion  r 

Haoimd,  Thst  the  Presideat  of  the  United  State* 
be  required  to  Inform  the  Senate  whether  the  pro- 
tIsIods  of  the  set  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  rndiin  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontteM,"  passed  the  SOth 
March,  1802,  have  been  fblly  complied  with  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates  CrOTemmeat ;  and,  iflhej 
have  not,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  of  the  reaaooa  . 
that  have  induced  the  Ooverameut  to  decline  th«  , 
enforcement  of  Ihe  Skld  act. 

TuuDa.T,  FebnuTT  16, 

Thelttdum*. 

The  resolntion  yesterday  snlmiitted  by  Ifr. 

FsEuNontrrsBN',  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  FBBUNOHDTaKx'B^d  he  had  presented 
this  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  oertunlj' 
ascertaining  the  views  ana  purpose  of  the  Ezec- 
ntive  in  respect  to  the  Inoian  relations  of  the 
GovenmientC  We  cannot,  said  Ur.  F.,  offlcialljr 
rely  upon  any  report  or  information  bat  that 
which  comes  to  us  under  the  official  sanction  of 
the  Chief  Uagistrate.  And,  ur,  the  Senate 
and  the  nation  nave  a  right  to  know  his  policy. 
I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  hia 
report  to  the  President,  of  December  last,  haa 
undertaken  to  dispose  of  the  interconrse  law 
of  1803,  by  a  very  short  process.  He  has, 
indeed,  cut  the  Gordian  knot.  He  assumes 
the  whole  ground  of  the  Indian  controversy  ; 
takes  OS  established,  without  argnment  or  proof, 
the  whole  matter  in  issue,  and  then  very 
gravely  draws  out  the  conclusion,  that  this  law 
is  nncoDstitutional,  and  ought  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted. He  asserts  the  red  men  to  be  cititens 
of  the  States,  and  inquires,  as  if  surprised  at 
the  necessity  of  asking  the  qnestion,  whether  & 
sovereign  State  has  not  the  right  to  lu^iBlate 
over  all  her  citlzeps,  white  and  red  ?  Sir,  he 
has  not  even  undertaken  to  show  how  the  red 
men,  the  Cherokees  for  example,  became  citi- 
zens of  Georgia ;  and  yet  the  snggestions  of  bis 
report  ore  put  forth  as  a  serious  exposition  of 
public  law. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  provisions  of  thia 
law,  and  the  causes  which  leu  to  its  enactment^ 
win  shed  very  clear  light  upon  its  nature  and 
obligation.  Until  the  year  1T98,  the  relations 
of  tiie  United  States  with  the  Indian  tribes 
chieSy  rested  upon  the  stipulations  contained 
in  our  treaties  made  with  these  nations,  and 
the  principles  of  general  law.  About  the  time 
first  nsmed,  our  Qovornment  conMdered  ih'iB 
subject  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  engross 
the  distinct  deliberation  and  le^sIaUon  of  Con~ 
gress,  and  accordingly,  in  the  session  of  '96,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  raised  a  com' 
mittee  on  regulating  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  tho 
frontiers.  While  the  matter  was  sub»sting 
before  this  committee,  a  communication  was 
made  by  the  then  President,  (General  Waah- 
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Able  portion  of  history,  th&t  will  refresh  the 
bevta  and  enconrage  the  hopes  of  every  friend 
of  the  Indiaiu.  An«r  the  treaties  made  hj  the 
Cnited  Statea.with  the  Cherokeea  in  tie  years 
1785  and  1T91,  nsoAlly  known  hy  the  names  of 
the  treatiea  of  Hopewell  and  HoUton,  intnisions 
were  rqieatedly  meditated  npon  the  territoriee 
of  that  nation,  and  Governor  Blonnt,  of  the 
territory  south  of  the  Ohio,  in  1T9S,  ^prised 
President  Washington  of  these  designa ;  npon 
which  he  addressed  a  message  to  Congress,  as 
(q>peBrs  in  the  following  extract  from  t£e  jonr- 
luls  of  the  Honse  of  Itepresentativee : 

" Ttr»DiT,  JMniary  8,  H96. — A nieas»go In  wiit- 
iDg  wu  received  from  the  President  of  the  Coited 
States,  by  Hr  Dandridgc,  his  lecretary,  asfollow«th; 
" Umim SriTis,  Ftbruary2,  IBlB. 

"  Geatlemen  of  the  SeuAite  and  Houae  of  Repre- 
■entmtivei:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  ■  letter, 
dated  the  ISlli  of  December  last,  from  Governor 
Blount  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Btaliog  the  arowal 
•nd  daring  dengns  of  certain  persons  to  take  pos- 
■easion  of  land  belonging  to  the  Cherokees,  and 
which  the  United  States  have  by  treaty  solemnly 
goarantied  to  that  nation.  The  iqjustice  of  anch 
utrasiona,  and  the  mischisTODa  conseqasnces  which 
■nnit  necessarily  result  therefrom,  demand  that 
ilfcetaal  provision  be  made  to  prevent  them. 

"OEOSfHi  WASHINGTON." 

Here,  said  Ur.  F.,  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
Indian  interconrse  are  traced  np  to  their  head 
firing.    We  r^oioe  to  find  their  origin  in  the 

Sirit  of  nnbroken  faith  and  aacred  honor  tiiat 
eds  its  radiance  over  this  Execntive  document, 
Sir,  this  record  of  other  times,  now,  when  to 
'bre«k  &ith  with  an  Indian  la  conatraed  down 
into  something  short  of  dishonor— now,  when 
the  elonds  are  gathering  over  and  aronnd  the 
Lopes  of  these  forsaken  people — at  this  gloomy 
epoch  in  their  history,  to  look  upon  this  solemn 
acknowledgment  of  all  their  rights  as  "  a  na- 
tion," and  oor  sacred  obligations  by  "  treaty," 
and  nnder  Washington's  own  hand,  is  a  gratefol 
enhject  for  consolation.  Would,  sir,  that  Oen- 
er^  Jackson  might  be  persnaded  to  pat  away 
from  him  all  those  hasty,  ill-considered  conn- 
sels,  Uiat  are  leading  him  away  from  the  broad 
and  Inminuos  path  of  illnstrious  precedent. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  history.  This  ICes- 
Bage  and  tlie  letter  were,  in  the  first  place, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Uoase, 
and  afterwards  to  a  Select  Committee  of  sixteen 
members,  composed  of  Ur,  Eillhonse,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Findlay,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, Hr.  Henderson,  Ur.  Harper,  Mr.  White, 
Mr.  Abiel  Foster,  Mr.  Dearhom,  Mr.  Malbone, 
Wr.  Buck,  Mr.  Patten,  Mr.  Milledge,  Mr.  Green- 
ap,  and  Ur.  Crabb.  In  the  selection  of  this 
committee,  we  perceive  the  importance  that 
traa  attached  to  the  snbject-matt«r  of  General 
Washington's  commtinication,  and  the  princi- 
ples that  sboold  regnlate  onr  lodian  affairs.  A 
committee  of  the  first  names  in  Congress,  mem- 
bers from  the  different  fitates,  and  Georgia  of 
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the  number,  took  np  the  treaties  made  with 
theee  tribes,  and  the  duties,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges that  grew  ont  of  onr  reiationa,  and  re- 
port«d  to  Congress  the  first  intercourse  bill, 
which  became  a  ]»w  in  May,  1790,  and  which, 
in  all  its  material  proviuous,  is  now  the  Bat)dst- 
ingand  unrepealed  law  of  the  land. 

These  treaties,  said  Ur.  F.,  had,  amongst 
other  things,  traced  and  settled  the  boandary 
lines  of  territory  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians.  And  in  the  few  sections  of 
this  law,  to  which  I  shall  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Benate,  they  will  perceive  that  in  the 
Congress  of  1796,  of  1799,  and  of  1802,  the 
several  periods  when  this  law  came  nnder 
pnblio  consideration,  these  bonndaries  spiecified 
m  the  treaties  were  recognized  and  adopted,  and 
became  the  governing  hne  of  territory,  in  the 
first  section  of  the  hill.  This  law,  like  the 
treaties,  runs  the  broad  line  between  the  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Cherokeae,  and  recognizee 
it  as  the  bonndarj  between  separate  and 
distinct  nations, — between  "  citjzens  of  the 
United  States"  and  "tlie  Oherokees,"  in  n>eai- 
fic  and  appropriate  terms.  No  one  of  all  tho 
enlightened  and  exalted  men  who  filled  tha 
seats  of  power,  and  luded  in  the  councils  of  the 
country  in  1796,  entertained  the  notion  for  a 
moment,  that  Qeorpa  had  even  the  color  of  a 
daim  to  the  property  or  persons  of  these  tribes 
of  free,  and,  as  to  her,  independent  people,  and 
they  le^sii^«d  concerning  them  accordingly. 
After  thus  fixing  the  boundary,  the  second  Bee- 
tton  of  the  law  enacts,  "  that  if  any  citizen  o^ 
or  other  person  resdent  in,  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  the  territorial  diatriots  of  the 
United  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within  the 
said  bonndary  line  to  hunt,  &o.,  or  shall,  drive 
or  otherwise  convey  any  stock  lof  horses  or 
cattle  to  range  on  any  lands  allotted  or  secured 
by  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  Indian 
tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  snm  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
six  mouths.  And  by  the  fourth  section  it  is 
further  enacted,  that  if  any  such  citizen  or  other 
person  shall  go  into  any  town,  settlement, 
or  territory  belongingorsecnredby  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  to  aoy  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery,  larceny, 
trespasa,  or  other  crime,  against  the  person  or 
property  of  any  friendly  Indian  or  Indians, 
which  wonld  be  pnnished  if  committed  within 
l^e  jnrisdiction  of  any  State,  against  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  £o.,  snch  offender  shall 
forfeit  a  snm  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  he  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twelve 
months."  Sir,  who  can  fail  to  perceive  how 
perfectly  palpable  is  the  distinction  between 
the  jurudiction  of  any  State  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  territory  of  the  Indion  nations  1 
Fvery  provision  of  this  law  is  based  upon  this 
distinction,  and  wonld  be  absurd  and  incon- 
gruous without  it 

Agwn,  sir,  the  fifth  section  provides  "  that 
if  any  such  citizen  or  other  person  ahall  make 
B  settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  or  scoured 
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or  gaarautied  hj  treat;  with  the  ITnited  States, 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  survey  or  attempt 
to  eurvey  Buch  lands,  or  deaignat«  any  of  the 
boundaries,  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such 
offender  shall  forfeit  a  Bnm  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  saffer  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  twelve  months;  and  it  shall  more- 
over be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measnres  and  employ  snch 
military  force  as  he  may  ^udge  necessary  to 
remove  thim  lands  belongiag  or  secnred  by 
treaty  as  ^oresud,  to  any  Indian  tribe,  any  au<^ 
citizen  or  other  person,  who  has  made  or  shall 
hereafter  make  or  attempt  to  make  aaettlemont 
thereon."  Here,  again,  the  unambignons  nrin- 
oiples  of  onr  national  policy  are  deveiopea  too 
plainly  to  be  mistaken,  or  misunderstood.  A 
policy,  thns  sanctioned  by  the  coacarrent  opin- 
ions of  six  Bacc«ssive  Presidents,  and  by  the  nar- 
moniona  le^slation  of  Congress  for  the  last  thir- 
ty-five years,  is  suddenly  assailed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  songht  to  be  frus- 
trated and  avoided— and  for  what,  sir?  For 
what  ?  To  enable  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
break  over  this  boundary — this  sacred  boundary 
— to  invade  the  possessions  of  our  allies — and 
deprive  them  of  their  property  and  liberties. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  review  some  of  the 
featm'es  of  Geot^  legislation.  Our  act,  he  it 
remembered,  prohibits  all  Burveys  or  attempts 
at  surveying  of  Indian  lands,  by  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  or  other  person.  Georgia 
Las,'  by  a  late  act  of  her  Legislature,  resolved 
to  survey  the  Cherokee  country — now  listen — 
"Sic.  E3.  Andbt  it  further  tnacUd,'nia.tt,iij  per- 
Bon  or  persoDB  irho  Bhall,  bf  forG£,  menaces,  or 
other  mesna,  prevent,  or  attempt  (o  prevent,  1.07 
Rurveyar  oc  surveyors  from  running  any  Tiae  or 
lines,  or  doing  and  performing  &D]'  act  required  of 
Ilim  or  them  by  this  act,  shall,  on  icdiclmeDt,  and 
conviction  thereof,  be  eenlenced  (0  tbe  penitenUary, 
at  hard  labor,  for  tbe  term  of  five  years." 

And  the  following  section  still  further  dis- 
closes the  nature  of  the  proceedings  in  that 
State,  of  which  we  complain : 

"  Sic  7.  And  b»  il  further  enaeUd  by  tit  mUhar- 
ity  <^orttaid.  That  all  white  persons  residing  within 
the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  nation  on  the  Ist  day  of 
March  next,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  without  a 
Ucenae  or  permit  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
ot  from  such  agent  as  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
shall  authorize  10  graDt  such  a  permit  or  license, 
and  who  shall  not  have  taken  the  oath  hereinafter 
required,  shall  be  guilty  of  high  misdemeanor,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  con- 
finement In  tbe  peDitcnliar},  at  hard  labor,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  four  years  :  Provided,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  so  construed 
as  to  extend  to  aoy  nuthorized  agent  or  agents  of 
the  OoTernment  of  tbe  nailed  States,  or  of  this 
State,  or  to  any  person  or  persous  who  may  rent 
any  of  those  improvements  whieb  have  been  aban- 
doned by  Indians  who  have  einigrated  west  of  the 
UisBissippi :  Fravidtd,  That  nothing  contained  io 
this  eectioD  shall  be  so  oonstrued  as  to  extend  to 
white  females,  and  dl  male  children  under  twenty 
years  of  age," 


Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  crisis  has  arrived,  wlMtt 
this  confiict  must  be  decided.  Here  is  direot 
repugnancy  between  llie  legislation  of  tlw 
United  Btates,  and  that  of  Georgia.  "Wliwe  la 
tbe  Ezeoutive  arm  of  the  General  Govenuaent 
to  protect  ooT  laws  and  our  treaties  from  rtda- 
tion  ?  I  cannot,  tar,  anticipate  that  the  Preii- 
dent  will  refuse  to  execute  tbe  laws  of  tht 
land.  I  must  hear  it  from  himself.  I  loaintailn 
it,  sir,  as  one  of  the  soundest  principles  of  oar 
oonstitation,  that  the  Executive  does  set  poa- 
sess  the  tremendons  power  of  dispensiiy  with 
the  enforcement  of  public  statntes.  If  a  coiuti' 
tutionol  sorople  shall  affect  the  mind  of  a  Fren- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  any  act 
of  Congress,  he  most  get  rid  of  his  scruplM,  or 
be  may  lay  down  bis  commission :  bnt  wlule  he 
holds  the  ofBce.  he  must  faithfully  a^Msota 
eve^  law. .  It  is  absolutely  imperative,  Tha 
people  of  this  oonntry  will  joaloosly  watdi 
over  tiifl  branch  of  Executive  duty.  They 
wiU  expect  its  ftilfiknent,  sir,  to  th»  v«tT 
letter.  Of  all  the  men  in  this  nation,  tbft  PtmI- 
dent  is  the  last  who  should  pause  upoo  tha 
requirements  of  any  statute.  Be,  at  leMt, 
shoiUd  be  exemplary  in  obedience. 

It  may  be,  and  has  been  said,  that  tha  opin- 
ions of  the  President  may  he  inferred  frtna  tha 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  on  this 
subject,  and  by  the  President  communicated  to 
Congress.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  conclusion  might 
be  drawn  from  the  silence  of  the  Executive, 
Bnt,  on  so  momentous  a  question,  I  can  leave 
nothing  to  inference.  I  submit,  sir,  that  it  is 
jnst  and  fur  Ut  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  pro- 
pound a  direct  uqniry,  and  obtain  from  hini  ft 
direct  reply. 

After  some  further  discussion  on  the  form  M 
well  as  tbe  substance  of  tbe  resolution, 

Mr.  Button  moved  to  lay  tbe  resolntion  on 
the  table,  to  pve  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
an  opportunity  to  modify  it  so  as  to  call  for 
certwn  specific  information  as  to  the  Indian 
intercourse  law  of  1602 ;  but  the  motion  was 
negatived — 16  to  25. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pat  on  the  adoption 
of  ihe  resoluUon,  and  decided  in  Ihe  ttfOrmative : 
yeas  4S  nays  8. 

7^  Pott  OgiM  J)epaTtmmt. 

The  Senate  tlien  took  np  the  following  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Gbuhst,  as  modified  by  Mr, 
LiviNOSTOs,  viz : 

JUtalved,  That  tbe  Select  Committee  appointed  on 
the  Siteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inqoire  Into 
tbe  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are 
not  authorized  to  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to  mdie 
any  removals  of  bis  deputies. 

Mr.  NoBLB  made  some  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution ;  when  the  qnestion  was  taken 
on  its  adoption,  and  carried  in  the  affirmatiTe^ 
as  follows : 

TiAS. — Uesvre.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
DickersoQ,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne, 
Iredell,  Kane,  Eing,  Livlagstan,  Folndexter,  Botdn- 
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■HI,  Sanford,  Smith  of  Hd.,  Smith  of  S.  C,  T^ie- 
welL  Troop,  Tjler,  While,  Woodbntj— 24, 

Kati.— lieMrs.  Btiton,  Bell,  Burnett,  Ch&tnberfl, 
GbaM,  CkytoD,  Foot,  FrelinghajKn,  Hendricks, 
HoliiMB,  JobHHMi,  Knight,  lUrk*,  NaDiUin,  Noble, 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sermour,  Smsbee,  WebaCer,  Wd- 
lej— 21. 

WKMiMDiT,  February  IB. 

The  Sendte  then  took  up  the  foUowias  reso- 
)  itJOD,  snbmitted  jesteroBy  by  Ur.  ^vino- 
■  rox: 

"  Rtaelred,  That  ■  eoounlttee,  to  conmst  of  three 
I  iMobera,  be  &ptKunted  to  prepare,  snd  report,  at 
Ibe  next  acMOQ,  a  STstem  of  civil  and  criminal  lav 
for  the  District  of  (Jolumbia,  and  for  the  organin- 
tlon  of  the  courts  therein." 

On  thii  resolution  a  debate  took  place,  vbioh 

iMted  nn^  ilear  three  o'clock,  in  irhich  Messrs. 

lanMOBTON,  Ohahbibs,  Wkbsteb,  Foot,  Fos- 

BTTB,  HiTira,  Bibb,  and  IToblb,  took  port. 

L  After  so  long  a  discussion,  the  debate  was 

^      arrcMAd  by  Mr.  Foot,  who  read  a  paragraph 

I       from  Jefferson's  Mnnoal,  to  show  that,  after  an 

f       adjournment  of  Gonj^ress.  no  committee  conld 

'        St  In  the  rocesB,  the  two  bodies  being  dissolved. 

He  moved  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table ; 

which  motion  prevailed. 


TmTBBDAT,  Febmary  17. 

PtitittntiarjfPwtiAmmttiflhieUitv,  Oan^lins 
aad  JibiyeiT/  in  tA«  DUirict  qf  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  the  pnmshment  of  crimes  in  the 
IHrtrict  of  Oolombia  was  then  taken  up  for  a 
third  r«admg. 

^  Vfaeo  the  bill  had  been  read  tbrongh, 

Ur.  Hatitk  remarked  that  he  had  not  pud 
that  attention  to  the  Inll  which  would  Justify 
his  acting  npon  it  He  thonght,  however,  that 
he  heard  the  clerk  read  a  clause  (in  the  12th 
section)  making  it  a  penitentiaty  offence  to  send 
a  ehallea^  to  fight  a  dneL  fie  ashed  that  it 
mi^  again  be  read. 

(Aftoc  the  reading  of  the  13th  section  of  the 
act,  which  ranks  doelling  wiUi'  forgery  and 
other  inCamons  crimes,] 

lb.  H.  sud  he  was  no  advocate  of  duelling. 
He  wimld  be  very  glad  if  any  means  conld 
be  devised  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice.  Bnt 
his  experience  had  taught  him  that  every 
attempt  to  legislate  unreasonably  upon  that 
salyect  had  only  tended  to  make  the  matter 
wotBB.  To  doss  it,  as  the  present  bill  did,  with 
tin  crime  of  perjury  and  Ue  kindred  offsQcea, 
it  seemed  to  him,  wonld  be  productive  of  more 

I         evil  than  benefit.     Under  these  clrcnmBtancee, 

j  be  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  District  of  Oolnmbia,  to  give  an 
omartonity  for  its  revisal  in  this  partioalar. 

Mr.  WoonBUBT  observed  that  there  was 
another  cUnse  in  the  bill  which  to  him  seemed 
rather  extraordinary.    It  was  that  which  made 
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the  offence  of  gambling  pnnishable  by  confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary.  He  wished,  if  the 
bill  should  be  recommitted,  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  Uie  committee  to  this  clause. 

Ur.  GnAUBBBS  stud,  the  claase  allnded  to 
by  the  gentleman  frata  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Hatnk,)  that  of  duelling,  bad  met  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  and  the  force  of  some  of  the 
objections  had  been  felt.  In  his  own  view  of 
the  BobjecL  the  most  objectionable  clause  was 
that  in  rdation  to  testimony  in  relation  to 
duels,  where  witnesses  were  called  upon  in 
oases  of  prosecutions  for  duels.  He  could  not 
say  that  this  was  entirely  reconcilable  with  his 
views  of  right ;  bnt^  with  regard  to  classing 
this  crime  with  others  of  an  infamous  charac- 
ter, it  was  conceived  that  the  most  effectual  way 
of  destroying  those  fatal  ideas  which  honorable 
and  high-minded  men  entertained  of  the  prac- 
tice, was  to  degrade  it,  and  place  it  on  a  level 
with  crimes  of  the  most  infamous  hne.  This 
ounrae,  it  was  believed,  would  do  more  to  exter- 
minate this  fell  evil  fh)m  the  land  than  any 
other.  It  was  designed  to  assign  it  that  low 
and  degraded  rank,  in  crimes,  which  should 
make  it  in&mous,  and  thos  save  the  honorable 
and  high-minded  portion  of  mankind  fWnn 
participating  in  it.  It  was  evident  to  the  com- 
mittee that  nothing  bnt  pnblio  sentiment  could 
correct  this  great  evil ;  and  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  that  the  proviuon  of  the  bill  was 
inexpedient,  it  would  be  shown  by  voting  for 
its  recommittal. 

The  view  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Ur.  Woosbcbt)  on  the  penalty  for 
certain  kinds  of  gambling,  also  deserved  some 
consideration.  He  could,  however,  inform  that 
gentleman  that  the  provision  was  not  edtirely 
a  new  one.  He  instanced  a  case  in  his  own 
State,  (Ifaryland,)  where  an  individual  had 
been  incarcerated  in  the  penitentiary  for  this 
crime.  In  relation  to  the  evidence  of  this 
crime,  also,  it  was  well  known  that  it  was 
difSoolt  to  procure  it  by  any  other  means  thui 
through  those  who  were  Oieniselvcs  the  vie- 
tjms,  and  were  entrapped  in  the  toils  of  tlie 

ilt.  0.  said,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
to  recommit  tiie  bill,  he  should  not  strennously 
oppose  it,  though  he  tbonght,  as  the  subject 
was  now  before  the  Senate,  its  features  could 
be  regulated  there. 

Mr.  WooDBiTBi  said,  in  relation  to  the  clause 
which  he  hod  alluded  to,  that  of  making  gam- 
bling  a  penitentiary  offence,  be  would  only 
remark,  that  in  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  and,  indeed,  in  oU 
the  Eastern  States,  where  it  was  conceded  that 
the  people  were  as  strict  in  tbur  moral  views 
and  feelmgs  as  in  any  part  of  the  world,  the  crime 
in  question  was  only  punishable  by  fine.  It 
might  be,  that  in  other  parts,  where  the  evil 
was  more  prevalent,  stronger  punishments  were 
reqmsite.  Of  this  be  wonld  not  pretend  to 
judge ;  though,  in  most  of  the  constitutions  of 
the  Eastern  and  Northern  States  to  which  fas 
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had  Adverted,  a  olaase  was  inserted  declsrioft 
that  DO  new  or  inordinate  poaiahmaQts  should 
be  infliot«d. 

Mr.  FoiNDEiTEB  Mid  that  he  was  not  ao 
advocate  for  daelliag.  He  referred  to  the  laws 
of  the  aeveral  States  upon  tlie  subject;  to  those 
of  New  York,  Virginia,  and  he  believed  North 
Carolina.  In  those  States  the  penalty  for 
dnelliag  was  discjualiflcation  from  office,  and 
officers  were  required  to  take  an  oath  thatthej 
had  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  engaged  in  a 
dnel.  This  was  as  far  as  any  of  the  States 
went  in  their  enactments  on  the  snbieot  The 
honorable  gentleman  ttom  Marjland,  said  Mr. 
P.,  must  be  aware  that  the  most  distinguished, 
the  most  honorable,  and  high-minded  men  in 
this  or  any  other  country  bad  been  involved  in 
dnels ;  and  he  asked  if  there  was  not  reason  to 
fear  that  the  suppression  of  the  practice  would 
lead  to  a  worse  result,  the  introduction  of  the 
otiletto.  If  duelling  were  rendered  infamous 
or  impracticable,  would  not  men  find  it  neces- 
sary to  wear  a  dirk  to  defend  themeelvee  from 
insnlt)  If  a  man  of  independent  mind  and 
honorable  feelings  partook  of  none  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  bully,  be  would  still  defend  his 
honor  at  any  hazard.  He  asked  if  snch  a  result 
had  not  been  seen  in  Virginia,  where  penalties 
had  been  imposed  apoa  the  practice.  He  did 
not  advert  to  that  State,  with  any  feelings  of 
disrespect;  far  from  it;  for  there  were  men 
who  held  it  creditable  to  be  tensoiona  of  their 
honor.  But  he  b^eved  that  the  enactment  of 
severe  penalties  would  have  the  tendency  of 
oompellmg  men  to  resort  to  the  knife  to  redress 
their  personal  wrongs.  In  legislating  for  the 
District  of  Oolmnbia,  Oongress  shonld  not  go 
further  than  any  of  the  States  have  gone.  He 
was  in  any  event  opposed  to  ranking  this 
offence  with  the  most  mfamons  of  crimes. 

Mr.  FBBUiiaBtnssN  said  be  should  oppose 
the  recommitment  of  this  bill.  If  no  other 
oonuderation  had  done  so,  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  (Hr.  PoinsbitbbI 
had  convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  its  pro- 
TUdons.  Ue  waa  ready  t«  grant  that  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men  had  given  counte- 
nanoe  by  their  example  to  this  barbaroos  usage, 
Bnt  would  any  man,  in  this  age,  contend  that 
it  was  eesential  to  resort  to  the  pistol  or  the 
sUletto  to  avenee  personal  injuries?  He  ap- 
proved of  this  bill,  and  this  mode  of  legislating 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  saying  to  these  high- 
nunded  and  honorable  men,  if  yon  persist  in 
this  infamous  practice,  we  mnst  show  you  that 
there  is  a  power  stronger  than  your  faise  notions 
of  honor.  A  is  found  in  the  laws  of  your 
country ;  and  the  result  of  your  perseverance 
must  lead  to  disgrace,  degradation,  and  infamy. 

Ur.  F.  Bud  he  was  about  to  stat«,  before  he 
beard  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Misns- 
sippi,  (Mr.  PoDTDixTBR,)  what  his  own  experi- 
ence had  taught  him  on  this  subject.  In  the 
State  which  hie  had  the  honor  in  port  to  repre- 
sent, the  only  way  to  put  down  the  practice 
hod  been  found  to  be  to  br&nd  the  act  with 


infamy.     Such  measures  had  been  taken,  and  it 
had  had  the  derared  effect.    It  woold  doubtless 
have  the  effect  here ;  for  when  the  legislatora 
of  the  country  put  their  seal  of  condemnation 
upon  it — when  the  youth  saw  that  their  fathers 
and  legislators  were  bent  on  pntting  it  down, 
)uld  soon  grow  into  disrepute,  and  fall  un- 
der the  predominance  ef  correct  Bentiraents.i 
In  trying  the  experiment  in  the  Btate  of  New\ 
Jersey,  it  was,  indeed,  found  necesBary  to  show] 
that  the  pains  and  penalties  enacted  agunst  tha 
offence  were  meant  to  be  enforced.    But  when 
this  was  discovered,  and  the  brand  of  infamv 
was  affixed  to  the  crime,  it  bad,  in  a  m« 
ceased  to  exist;  it  had  hadtiieefi^t  of  cc 
ing  the  public  sentiment     It  is  such  sn  evil.  Raid 
Mr.  F.,  as  every  good  man  shonld  unite  his  inflnA 
euoe   and   his  interest  in  oorreoting.     Mr.   " 
said,  in  commencing  the  operation  of  the  corre 
tive  in  New  Jersey,  fears  of  some  of  the  evils  fl 
predicted  by  the  gentJeman  did  seem  to  bsl 
justified.    Bnt  now,  slnoq  it  had  been  rendered  v 
lufamooB,  if  the  crime  was  ever  committed,  it  1 
was  done  by  st«B]th  only.  ' 

Mr.  LiTiHosTOM  said,  the  difficult  here  en- 
conntered  in  this  bill  was  a  proof  that  it  had 
been  hastily  drawn,  and  had  not  received  that 
attention  and  digestion  which  it  reqniredt  Of 
this  he  was  before  fully  aware,  wnen  he  had 
submitted  his  proposition  of  yesterday;  which 
had  been  l^d  npon  the  table.  He  had  not 
intended,  however,  to  have  interfered  with  the 
progress  of  the  bill  by  making  a  single  remark. 
But  since  a  motion  had  been  made,  on  which 
he  mnst  give  a  vote,  he  would  make  a  (few  ex- 
planatory observations. 

Mr.  L.  said  there  was,  perha^  no  sntjeot  in 
criminal  jurisprudence,  on  which  so  many  in- 
considerftte  steps  had  been  taken,  as  that  now 
under  discussion.  Existing  laws  punish  all 
such  offensive  words  as  come  under  the  apella- 
tion  of  libels  and  slanders,  bnt  not  those  minor 
offences  nnder  the  denomination  of  insults.  In 
one  case,  the  person  aggrieved  brings  liis 
suit  at  law ;  in  tne  other;  he  sends  a  challenge. 
The  reason  is  obvious;  for  these  are  the  only 
remedies  in  his  power. 

Mr.  L.  here  Introduced  a  letter  on  this  subject 
referring  to  the  effects  of  the  course  pursned 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  an  advocacy  of 
that  policy  which  renders  duellists  incapable  of 
holding  office.  .  In  this,  Mr.  L.  sud  there  was 
high  authority  for  the  belief  that  the  enact- 
ments of  Virginia  bad  been  highly  beneficiaL 
Mr.  L.  said  he  differed  ft'om  his  friend  from 
Mississippi,  (Mr.  Poindbxtbb,)  in  the  idea  he 
hod  advanced  that  the  anppreasion  of  duelling 
would  introduce  the  use  of  the  stiletto.  It  was 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  American  people  to 
resort  to  such  instruments.  It  did  not  belong 
to  them.  But  there  was  another  evil  to  he 
feared.  It  was  that  of  impunity ;  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  testimony  in  cases  of  duels,  and 
the  strong  feelings  entertdned  by  jurors  them- 
selves in  exculpation  of  offenders.  The  reason 
of  this  was  obviously  that  the  punishment  was 
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■Itogether  dUpropoiiaoDat«  to  the  oQeDw.  Bnch 
he  oonceived  to  be  the  oue  in  the  present  biU. 
He  would  &vor  the  plan  of  dJsfrancbistnK 
(lenders,  and  thoa  afieoting  their  pride  ana 
ambitioB,  aa  the  snreat  mode  of  preventJag  the 
eommlsNoa  of  the  offence.  He  ehoald  t£ere- 
fore  Toto  for  recommittiag  the  bil]. 

Mr.  Ttleb  bbH  he  oonfeased  he  had  not  before 
nnderstood  the  full  force  of  this  particular  provi- 
aion  in  the  biU.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  f^lly 
persnadad  of  the  ineffioaoy  and  ioadeanacj  of  all 
fegidation  upon  this  subject  The  idea  of  pre- 
venting daelUng  by  panishmenta  was  a  ftitile 
^De :  aad  enacting  laws  providing  for  shntting  a 
ounnpinthepeDiteiitiaTjfortheoffence,  wasan 
^bbeordity.  Why,  aaid  Mr.  T.,  the  vary  motive 
of  the  offender  laughs  at  joar  boita  and  bars ; 
and  shall  he  be  d^eterred  by  such  a  motive,  while 
he  braves  the  hancnum'e  halter  I 

The  gentleman  iWn  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Fbb- 
URQBnTBBH)  had  attribnted  tiie  deereaae  of 
the  praetiw  of  daelling  in  bis  State  to  the  en- 
actmente  of  the  Legislature ;  bat  if  that  gentle- 
man would  Beriooary  reflect  upon  the  matter,  he 
believed  he  would  coincide  with  Mm  in  attrib- 
■tiag  Ute  effect  to  a  deeper  canae  than  any 
infloMtoe  of  law.  He  most  also  reply  to  an 
observation  of  his  Mend  fVom  Miasiaaippi,  (Mr. 
PocniEKTBB,)  who  anpposed  that  the  people  of 
the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  were  driven  to  the  nae  of  the  sliletto 
in  c<»ueqDence  of  the  enactments  against  dnel- 


%. 


.  PoiNDum  explained.  He  believed 
ttie  instaiteea  were  rare.] 

Mr.  T.  said  they  were  extremely  rare :  he 
had  known  of  none  siooe  the  enaotments  of  the 
law  against  dnelling.  At  the  time  of  its  enact- 
ment, raoh  anticipations  had  been  harbored,  bat 
they  proved  to  be  mere  creations  of  the  imag- 
iliation.  Ko  BQch  reanlta  had  fiown  from  it. 
Tlie  operation  of  the  law  had  had  directly  the 
opponte  effect;  and  this  was  felt  by  those 
whom  it  operated  on.  The  fiery  spirit  of  the 
South  woiud  sometimes  manifest  iteelf,  said  Mr. 
T.,  in  their  yonng  men,  and  resnlt  in  a  chiiUonge 
to  fight  a  dnel.  His  experience  tan^ht  him 
that  the  conaeqnenoe  was  a  greater  degree  of 
nrbanity  in  the  intercourse  of  individuals,  and 
he  eonld  safely  say  there  were  less  personal 
difficnlties  or  broils  eiisting  in  the  circles  of 
nciety  among  hia  ixinetitiienta  than  coold  be 
fonnd  elsewhere.  He  conld  attribute  it  to  no 
other  eaose  than  the  one  he  had  adverted  to. 
If  yon  woold  put  down  this  evil,  said  Mr.  T., 
think  not  to  ao  so  by  means  of  pnnishmenla. 
Attack  the  standing  wT  the  individu^s  in  their 
eligibility  to  office,  and  yon  come  nearer  to  the 
root  of  the  offence.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
Uem«ji  from  Louisiana,  that  to  shnt  the  door  to 
office,  bonor,  and  emolument  to  the  participa- 
tors in  the  offenco,  was  the  most  effoctntd 
method  of  correcting  it.  Do  this  and  your 
work  is  ecoomplished. 

Mr.  T.  said  ne  should  have  been  willing  to 
have  let  the  provision  stand  in  the  bill  as  it  was 


reported,  bat  it  certainly  went  further  than  he 


emharrasBed  and  restrained  in  relation  to  his 
action  upon  it  The  question  certdnly  in- 
volved a  great  principle ;  and  in  order  that  the 
views  of  gentlemen  might  be  deliberately 
made  and  calmly  expressed,  in  order  to  ^ve 
ample  time  for  its  conwderation,  he  would 
move  to  lar  the  hill  on  the  table  for  the  pree- 
ent. 

;  and  the  Smate 


FiaDi.Y,  February  18. 

Otrural  Afpropriaticti  BiU — iHplomatie  Sala- 

riM  and  Ktfetuet, 

The  Senate  took  ap  the  general  qipropriation 

bill,  with  the  amendments  reported  oy  the 

Committee  of  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

The  Hzth  amendment  was  as  follows ; 

"  For  the  outfit  and  aalary  of  an  envoy  extiaor- 
dlnary  and  minister  plenipotentiary ;  for  the  sala- 
ries at  1  lecreUrj  of  legalion  ;  of  a  dragomaQ  and 
a  stodent  of  languageB  at  CoaataDtinQirie,  and  for 
the  coatingent  eipeosea  of  the  legation,  {74,000  ; 
that  Is  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  an  envoy  eitraoi- 
dinary  and  mioisier  plenipotentiary,  (9,000;  for 
salary  of  the  same,  $9,000 ;  fbr  salary  of  a  secre- 
tary of  legation,  |i!,000;  for  the  salary  of  a  diag- 
-1,  |£,eO0;  for  the  salary  ofa  student  of  lan- 


guages, (1,600;  for  the  coatingent  expenses  of  the 

leKation,  %6f>,«iO. 
["For  compensatJon 


ployed  in  negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime 
Forte. 

To  Charles  Rbbd,  an  outfit  of  (4,G00,  deducting 
therefrom  whatever  soni  may  have  been  paid  to  Um 
for  his  personal  eipensea. 

"To  Charles  Rhind,  David  OIBey,  and  Jamea 
Biddle,  at  the  rale  of  tl,G00  per  annum  for  the 
time  that  each  of  them  was  engaged  In  the  said  ne- 
gotiation. 

"For  compensation  to  the  commisrioners  em- 
[doyed  on  a  former  occasion  for  a  similar  purpose. 

>>  To  William  U.  Crane  and  David  Offley,  at  the 
rate  of  HCOO  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of 
them  was  engaged  in  the  said  negotiation  ."J 

Mr,  Taeewbll  moved  to  strike  out  the  part 
above  included  in  brocketa,  and  this  ntotion 
gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  ooonpied  the  Sen' 
ate  until  past  foor  o'clock,  in  the  course  of 
which  allusion  was  made  to  the  Panama  mis- 
sion, and  the  power  of  the  President  denied  to 
appoint  commisaionera  to  conolnde  a  treaty 
withont  submitting  to  the  Senate  the  appoint- 
ment, for  confirmation,  at  the  next  ensuing  ses- 
sion after  the  appointment.  The  gentlemen 
who  participated  in  the  delwte  were  Ueasra. 
Tahwbll,  CaAxatLaa,  BiirrH  of  Maryland, 
Bell,  Kans,  Eino,  ana  SanxoBO. 


„t,zed.yGOOg[C 
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TuBSDAT,  February  83. 

Th«  Turtith  Cotaminion — Patter  of  tM  Pr^r- 

imt  to  Originats  MitiioTi*. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonrideration  of  the 
ameadmeats  to  the  bill  for  the  Bnpport  of 
Oovenunant  for  the  year  I8S1 ;  the  amend- 
meDt  offered  by  Ur.  Tazbwkix,  and  as  farther 
proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  SIasb,  being 
the  pending  qneation. 

Mr.  TiZKHBLL  rose  and  addremed  the  Senate 
as  foUowB : 

If  I  had  consalted  my  feelJngB  rather  than  my 
■enae  of  daty,  I  oertainly  shonld  not  have  made 
the  motion  I  did  a  few  days  mnc«,  by  which 
the  dieooesion  then  oommenced  has  been  pro- 
doced.  In  thia  dhousdon,  the  infirmity  onder 
which  I  labor  prevented  me  at  that  time,  and, 
I  fear,  will  still  disable  me  trom  doing  jnedce  to 
the  enbject.  Bat,  a»  I  have  commenced  the 
tsak,  (however  taborioua  and  even  painfol  it 
must  be  in  my  present  sitaation,)  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  complete  it,  confiding  in  the  Sen- 
ate, who  well  know  how  I  am  connected  with 
thiii  matter,  and  who  witness  my  present  con- 
dition, to  pardon  this  ongrat^ial  ohtmsion  npon 
their  attention. 

In  moving  to  expunge  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  which 
goes  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  "  an  ontfit 
and  aalariea,"  to  "the  cammleaionera,"  ap- 
pointed as  well  by  the  late  as  by  the  present 
Fre^ent,  "  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Sab- 
lime  Forte,"  I  st^ed  most  explicitly  that  it  was 
not  my  pim>oae  to  deny  to  these  persoDB  the 
money  wbica  the  committee  proposed  to  award 
as  compensation  for  the  services  they  were  snp- 
poeed  to  have  rendered ;  but  that  my  object 
was  to  express,  in  this  manner,  my  own  decided 
disapprobation  of  what  bad  been  done  in  this 
behalf,  aa  well  as  of  the  mode  in  which  this 
remuneration  was  now  proposed  to  be  awarded 
to  them.  I  said,  that  if  a  btU  having  for  its 
object  the  oompensation  of  these  persons, 
shonld  he  introdnced  into  the  other  Honse, 
where  it  ought  to  originate,  and  shonld  receive 
the  sanction  of  that  body,  saoh  a  bill  would 
meet  my  cordial  support  here,  even  if  it  should 
bestow  upon  these  individnals  more  than  the 
committee  prmosed  to  allow  them  by  their 
amendment.  This  explicit  declaration,  repeated 
more  than  once,  I  had  supposed,  would  have 
protected  me  against  the  imputation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  (Ur.  Sasfobd,)  which 
iras  stron^y  implied  in  the  question  he  pro- 
pounded, when  he  so  emphatically  asked  if  I 
meant  to  claim  to  the  United  Stetes  the  full 
benefit  of  the  labor  and  time  of  these  persons, 
aod  deny  to  them  any  eqnivalent  therefor.  To 
tius  qaeitioD,  thus  asked,  I  will  again  answer 
with  equal  emphasis,  No.  It  is  not  my  wish  te 
refose  to  these  men  one  single  cent.  So  far 
ft'om  it,  inconsiderable,  nay,  ooubtfiil,  as  I  be- 
lieve the  benefits  to  be,  which  they  are  sup- 
posed to  have  rendered,  yet  I  will  go  hand  m 
Wad  with  tiie  Senator  from  New  York,  or  any 


other,  in  awarding  for  their  service,  not  a  mere 
quantum  tntrvit,  bnt  a  liberal  and  ample  allow- 
Huee  for  all  their  time  and  alt  their  labor,  nay, 
even  for  thdr  honest  though  mistaken  efforts  in. 
this  regard. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  must  take  the  lib- 
erty of  signifying  to  the  honorable  Senator  (rota 
New  York  the  ver/  wide  distinction  (which 
to  my  own  mind  is  quite  obvious)  between 
such  a  voluntary  award  of  compensation  to 
those  who  intended  well  and  acted  honestly,, 
and  voting  an  appropriation  of  money,  npom 
the  application  of  the  £xecntive,  in  redenip4 
tion  of  the  faith  of  the  State,  said  te  be  pledgea 
by  those  who  I  cannot  agree  had  any  authority 
so  to  commit  it.    One  would  be  the  acknowf4 
edgment  of  a  debt,  of  a  demand  of  strict  jus-l 
tice,  which,  although  Congress  may  have  the\ 
physical  power,  they  have  not  the  moral  right  j 
to  refuse.    The  other  is  a  mere  application  bo  ,'! 
our  equity,  not  addressing  itself  iu  any  way  to 
,our  plighted  fwth.     One  is  a  common  exercise   'i 
of  our  power  of  appropriation,  connected  vvilii     1 
nothing  but  the  special  merits  of  the  particular      1 
case,  and  constituting  no  obligatory  precedent      7 
for  any  other  even  of  alike  kind.    The  other  is       \ 
a  direct  sanction  of  what  I  believe  to  be  an  nn-         1 
constitutional  actof  theExecutive,  and  a  volun- 
tary abandonment  OS  the  part  of  the  Senate  of 
ite  righte  and  privileges.    One  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  fhmish  to  the  other  House  ijl 
the  fitcte  existing  in  the  case,  and  necessary  to 
a  correct  exercise  of  their  discretion  over  it 
The  other  is  well  calculated  to  mislead  that 
body,  by  holding  out  the  idea  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  persons  for  whom  compensation  is 
thus  provided,  has  received  the  confirmation  of 
the  Senate ;  and  that  the  public  faith  is  there- 
by pledged  to  award  to  them  the  allowance 
customary  npon  such  occasion  s. 

The  Senate  cannot  fail  to  understand  the 
broad  difference  between  the  two  cases ;  and, 
whatever  may  be  their  opinion  of  the  correct- 
ness of  tiie  principles  upon  which  this  distinc- 
tion depends,  they  will  nevertheless  see  in  the 
distinction  itself  the  reasons  forlhe  coarse  I  am 
disposed  to  pnrsne.  This  coarse  will  lead  me 
to  co-operate  willingly  with  the  most  liberal,  in 
awarding  compensation  to  these  individuals  for 
what  they  have  done,  whenever  that  subject 
shall  be  brought  properly  before  me,  hot  wUl 
not  permit  me  to  vote  one  oent,  in  tiie  mode 
now  nere  proposed. 

If  any  Senator,  said  Ur.  T.,  shall  concur  with 
me  in  the  opinion  I  have  thus  expressed,  tbat 
the  power  which  has  been  exercised  by  the 
President  npon  this  occasion  is  not  granted,  bnt 
forbidden  to  him  by  the  constitution,  and  that 
its  exercise  has  been  infia^p'ant  violation  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Uiis  body,  conferred 
upon  it  for  the  wisest  purposes,  tiien  T  know 
that  my  motion  will  receive  support.  But  if  a 
m^ority  of  the  Senate  shall  differ  A'om  me  in 
this  opinion,  it  will  be  rejected  as  it  onght  to 
be.  In  any  event,  however,  I  shall  have  the 
satisfaction  of  bringing  this  much  vexed  qne>- 
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tion  to  a  cuQclasion,  Prewnted  as  it  now  ta,  it 
must  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other.  There 
exists  no  node  of  eladii^  it  It  is  the  coDvic- 
tioo  of  this  which  gives  to  the  present  discns- 
Aaa  all  the  interest  it  has  for  me ;  and  which 
alone  could  have  induced  me  to  trespass  upon 
die  attention  of  the  Senate  at  this  time. 

It  has  now  been  so  long  since  I  presented  lo 
the  Senate  a  Btat«ment  of  the  facts  existing  in 
this  case,  out  of  which  the  questions  I  mean  to 
discuss  arise,  that  it  seema  necessarj  to  pre&oe 
#hat  I  have  to  say  by  a  brief  recital  of  them 
^gain,  that  none  may  luppose  I  am  abont  to 
wast«  jonr  time  by  an  idle  dissertation  noon 


'c  abstract  proposition,  which,  wlietlH 
tme  or  false,  is  of  little  consequence  '      ' 


the 


conntry.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Senate 
TiU  favor  me  with  their  attention,  while  I  re- 
peat the  statement  formerly  given. 

Between  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  United 
States  no  political  conneotioo,  or  diplomatic  re- 
laUoQ  of  any  kind,  ever  existed,  from  the  honr 
which  gave  birth  to  this  repnblio  as  ait  inde- 
pendent sovereignty,  nntil  the  year  1829.  It 
n  tme,  ineffectiULl  attempts  were  made  to  es- 
tablish  encfa  relalJons  ana  connections,  by  both 
the  Adamses  while  they  prerided  in  onr  Gov- 
emmenL  Bat  tbe  eSbrt  of  the  elder  Adams, 
althoQgtk  wproved  by  the  Senate,  fuled,  by 
reason  of  the  refusal  of  the  minister  appointed 
by  him  to  accept  his  appointment,  and  Uie  sab- 
seqnent  abandonment  of  this  scheme  by  those 
with  whom  it  originated.  And  the  secret  ef- 
forts of  the  late  PiWdent  to  establish  snch  re- 
lations, without  the  advice  or  knowledge  of  the 
Senate,  also  fuled,  for  reasons  recently  discloe- 
ed  to  this  Ifody,  to  which  I  will  not  now  make 
onyfnrther  allnnon.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  deeires  of  these  Presidents,  however,  the 
&ct  is  undoubted,  as  I  have  stated  it  to  be,  that 
nntQ  tlie  year  1829  there  never  was  any  con- 
nection or  relation  between  the  United  States 
and  tbe  Sublime  Porte,  more  than  now  exists 
between  the  former  and  the  empires  of  Ohioa 
and  JuMn. 

In  this  state  of  things,  on  the  12Ut  day  of 
September,  1829,  and  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  the  present  President  caused  letters 

Cnt  to  be  expedited  from  the  Department  of 
e,  signed  by  his  own  proper  hand,  and  au- 
thenticated by  the  great  seal  of  the  United 
States,  whereby  he  commissioned  the  three 
persona  named  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  committee  to  be  commisdoners  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  thereby  endowed  them 
with  plenipotentiaiy  powers  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Ottoman  Porte. 

I  beg  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  that  this 
anthority  was  not  conferred  npon  these  persona 
by  any  private  letter  or  warrant  written  by  a 
Secretary,  and  intended  for  their  own  gnidance 
and  governance  merely ;  but  that  it  purports  to 
be  granted  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  himaelC  is 
coramanicsted  to  them  by  letters  patent,  under 
his  own  signature,  onthentioated  by  the  great 


seal  of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  all  whom 
they  might  concern,  designed  to  be  exhibited 
to  tiie  inspection  of  a  foreign  sovereign,  and  to 
be  exohaoged  against  similar  powers  to  be 
granted  by  him  to  others  who  might  eqnalLj 
possess  his  confidenoe.  To  whomsoever  this 
seal  was  shown,  it  proved  itself.  When  recog- 
nized by  any  sovereign,  it  entitled  those  who 
bore  the  commission  it  authenticated,  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immnnities  accorded  to 
the  ministers  of  any  potentate  on  earth ;  and 
authorised  them  to  pledge  the  faith  and  honor 
of  this  nation  to  the  performance  of  any  act 
within  the  Boope'of  the  full  power  it  pnrported 
to  bestow.  This  is  the  character  of  the  com- 
mission granted  by  the  Premdent  npon  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  upon  onr 
files. 

In  pDrtnanoe  of  this  oommtsrion,  and  of  the 
instructions  that  accompanied  it,  Mr.  Rhind, 
one  of  the  commissioner:),  proceeded  from  New 
York  (where  he  then  was)  to  Oonstontinople, 
The  other  two  commissioners  were  already  near 
the  scene  of  action ;  one  of  them  t>eing  the 
commander  of  our  sqnadron  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean Sea,  and  the  other  a  l^omme^cial  agent  of 
the  United  States,  resident  at  Smyrna.  Arrived 
at  Constantinople,  Mr.  Bfaind  exhibited  his  oom- 
mifision  to  the  Saltan,  was  received  and  accred- 
ited as  the  repreaentative  of  the  United  StatM, 
and  bis  proposal  to  negotiate  a  treaty  was  ac- 
cepted. Other  miniBlero,  clothed  with  equal 
aathority,  were  then  appointed  by  the  Turkish 
raonoreh,  to  confer  with  him  npon  this  snbjeet. 
They  mot,  exchanged  their  powers,  and  began 
the  business  of  negotiation.  This  was  termi- 
nated by  a  treaty,  which,  although  it  bears  date 
early  in  Hay,  1830,  I  will  presently  show  was 
not  completed  until  several  weeks  afterwards. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  met  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December,  1829,  and  oontinned 
In  »es«on  until  the  last  Monday  (betog  the  81st 
day)  of  May,  1830.  During  this  whole  period, 
no  information  of  these  appointments  was  ever 
communicated  to  this  body,  nor  were  Uiey  at 
any  time  oonsnlted,  in  any  form  whatever,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  instituting  this  mission. 
The  Message  of  the  Pre^dent  to  both  Honses, 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  announcing  that  a  treaty  had  l>een  en- 
tered into  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  gave  the 
first  intimation  to  any  Senator,  that  any  nego- 
tiation hod  ever  been  had  with  ttiat  power. 

Snch  are  the  facts  existing  in  this  oaaa,  as 
every  member  of  the  Senate  well  knows; 
and,  by  tiieee  facts,  these  two  questions  are  pre- 
sented: Did  the  I^eddent  iKMseee  any  author- 
ity to  institnte  suoh  an  original  misrion  during 
the  reoess,  and  without  the  edvioe  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  t  And  if  be  did,  was  it  not  his 
bonnden  duty  to  have  nominated  to  the  Senate 
at  their  next  session  the  persons  he  had  so  ap- 
pointed during  the  reoess  I 

The  amendment  ofiered  by  the  committee, 
propoung,  as  it  doee,  to  give  "  as  outfit  and  sal- 
aries,"  to   these    "commissioners"  thns  op- 
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pointed,  is  a  direct  afBrmation  of  the  Presi- 
dant'a  anthority  bo  to  appoint  tbem,  and  an  ap- 

Erobation  of  his  coarse  in  withliolJiiig  all 
nowledge  oT  their  appointments  from  the  Sen- 
ate. Then,  the  proposition  involved  in  my 
motion  is,  will  the  Senate  eanction  this  nanrpa- 
tion  of  authority,  which  has  been  thos  exer- 
cised in  flagrant  derogation  of  their  rights! 
This  is  the  question ;  and  it  is  vain  for  as  to 
seek  to  hide  it  ft'om  onreelveB.  A  power  has 
been  exerted  bj  the  President  without  onr  ad- 
vice and  consent ;  and  he  now  comes  here,  ask- 
ing an  appropriation  of  money,  aa  the  pledge 
of  our  acqaiaseenoe  in,  and  approbation  of,  that 
which  he  naa  so  done.  Onght  we  to  grant  the 
application  which  has  this  object)  I  praj  the 
Senate  to  consider  the  matter  well,  before  they 
agree  thns  volnntarily  and  forever  to  surrender 
their  highest  privilege,  conferred  npon  them  by 
the  constitution  for  the  wisest  purposes. 

Before  I  undertake  to  examine  the  questions 
I  have  slated,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  oatore  and  character  of  what  is 
BDpposed  by  some  to  be  the  "  trifling  "  power 
which  has.  been  exerted  npon  this  occasion. 
If  the  President  alone,  without  the  advice 
.  and  oonseot  of  the  Senate,  may  originato  n 
mission  to  a  State  with  which  we  have  never 
before  had  any  political  connection  or  diplomats 
io  interconrse,  all  mnst  concede  that  he  may 
oomponnd  that  misnon  of  what  materials  he 
may  think  proper.  If  he  may  despatoh  one 
Minister,  he  has  the  same  authority  to  send 
three,  as  he  has  done,  or  five,  as  was  done  in 
the  negotiations  at  Ghent,  or  so  many  more  as 
he  may  think  fit.  The  same  power  he  possess- 
es to  send  Hinlstors.  he  must  also  possess  to 
accompany  them  with  snoh  and  so  many  secre- 
taries, interpreters,  students  of  languages,  and 
other  attach^  as  iit  his  discretion  he  may  jndge 
nseful  to  his  new  legation.  And  if  he  may  ap- 
point all  these,  doubtless  he  may  contract  with 
all  and  eat^  of  the  members  of  this  newly  re- 
cruited eoT^  diplomatiqite,  as  to  the  quantum 
of  the  compensation  to  be  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices. Thus  he  will  have  an  unlimited  power 
to  pledge  the  public  revenue  to  any  extent  he 
may  choose.  We  shall  then  have  these  strange 
anomalies  in  our  Oovernment,  that  the  Presi- 
dent, who  cannot  touch  one  cent  even  of  his 
ovni  salary  without  the  consent  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  may,  nevertheless,  by  his  own  act, 

Eoperlj  create  any  charge  upon  the  Treasutr 
favor  of  another,  which  he  may  think 
proper;  and  althongn,  sa  to  onr  long-estab- 
lished and  qiproved  diplomatic  connections, 
the  President  must  not  enlarge  the  establish- 
ments fixed  by  Oongress,  yet,  as  to  all  new  re- 
lations, his  own  discretion  is  the  only  check 
upon  his  own  will. 

Nor  is  this  all.  If  the  President  alone,  with- 
out the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may 
orimnste  a  new  mission  to  Tnrkey,  a  power 
wim  which  the  United  States  never  had  any 
political  connection  or  diplomatio  relation,  be 
oertuBlj  most  have  the  same  antbority  oa  to 
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auy  other  State.  Then,  the  moment  the  Senate 
adjourns,  he  may  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Rhind,  contained  in  one  of  the  letters  now  on 
your  table,  which  has  been  read,  and  despatch 
a  troop  of  diplomatists  to  Armenia,  and  another 
to  Persia,  on  missions  to  which  I  am  very  con- 
fident the  Senate  would  never  give  their  advice 
or  consent.  If  the  matter  should  end  here,  al- 
though I,  and  the  very  few  others  who  still 
think  as  I  do,  might  r^jet  this  unexpected  es- 
teusion  of  Executive  patronage,  and  useless 
waste  of  the  public  treasure,  yet  it  would  not 
be  productive  probably  of  much  other  positive 
mischief  at  present     But  it  might  not  enti 

Sir,  we  live  in  etrang«  times.  Revolationli 
of  Oovernment,  and  t^e  dismemberment  of  em\ 

pires,  events,  which  formerly  were  almost  of } 
as  rare  occurrence  in  the  political  world,  aat 
those  terrible  convulsions  of  the  natural  world  L 
which  sometimes  have  sliaken  to  its  centred 
the  globe  we  inhabit,  have  of  late  become  quite  ' 
common  incidents.  We  now  feel  surprised  if 
our  newspapers  do  not  furnish  us,  daily,  with  \ 
the  details  of  some  sanguinary  civil  conflict,  of  < 
some  new  change  in  loDg-«Btab1ished  Govern- 
ments, or  of  some  divolsion  of  ancient  St^ea 
and  empires.  Old  dominious  are  almost  hourly 
tottering  to  their  downfall,  and  new  sovereign- 
ties, sprmging  IVom  their  ruin,  are  cluming  to 
be  recognized  as  independent  members  of  the 
great  family  of  nations.  At  such  a  season  as 
this,  while  the  thunder  rolls  and  the  lightning 

Slleams  in  the  distance  only,  it  becomes  us  to 
i>ok  well  to  the  ship  in  which  onr  all  is  em- 
barked. Onr  country  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty ;  and  the  Srst  doty  she  ei^oins  is  a 
faithful  observance  of  the  mandates  of  her  con- 
stitntioo.  If  the  President  alone,  without  oon- 
sultio^  either  House  of  Congress,  may  institute 
an  onginal  mission  to  Turkey,  m  he  may  to 
Greece,  to  Egypt^  to  Belgium,  or  to  Poland. 
Now  we  all  know,  not  only  what  might  be,  bnt 
certainly  would  be,  the  result  of  this.  It 
would  be  just  cause  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  wonld  at  once  be  Involved  in  that  dread- 
fiil  conflict  which  seems  bnt  to  wait  the  return 
of  spring  to  deluge  Europe  once  more  with 
hlood,  and  to  threaten  the  repose  of  all  Ohris- 
tendom,  perhaps  of  all  the  world.  Here,  then, 
would  he  another  anomaly  in  onr  Government; 
for  while  Congress  alone  is  authorized  by  die 
constitution  to  declare  war,  by  the  mere  exer- 
cise of  this  "  trifling  "  power  of  despatching  a 
Minister  to  a  new  State,  the  President  alone 
would  be  authorized  to  bring  abont  that  very 
state  of  things  which  the  wise  authors  of  that 
instrument  certainly  intended  to  commit  to  the 
discretion  of  Congress  only. 

Such  is  the  nature,  and  such  may  be  the  ef- 
fects, of  the  "  trifling  "  power  thai  has  been 
exerted  by  the  President  upon  this  occasion, 
and  which  we  are  now  asked  to  approve,  to 
sanctify,  and  so  to  perpetuate  in  him  and  his 
suoceesors.  Let  me  not  be  told,  as  has  been 
more  thaa  innnnated  }tj  lome,  tlut  this  vast 
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power  will  be  lodged  in  the  discretioa  of 
the  President;  ana  that  we  Bhonld  liare  bo 
much  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  virtne  of 
this  offloer,  as  to  believe  that  the  power  will 
not  be  aboBed  or  exercised  indiscreetlj.  Sir,  I 
nerer  have  had,  and  I  never  can  have,  go  mnch 
confidence  in  onj  President  as  wiltin^y  to  con- 
fide to  his  nncheoked  discretion  anj  important 
power,  with  even  a  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
■based.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  man  to  covet 
power,  and  to  abuse  that  which  he  has,  in  or- 
o«r  to  acquire  more ;  and,  of  all  forms  of  Gov- 
ernment,  this  elective  monarchy  of  onrs  is  least 
calcnlated  to  repress  this  natnral  proclivity  of 
ita  temporary  chief,  especially  if  he  desires  to 
retain  his  place  for  another  term.  Confidence 
in  the  dlEoretloD  of  their  Eiecntive  has  ever 
been  the  bone  of  republics,  from  the  earliest 
I  d*j ;  and  I  epeak  in  uie  spirit  of  our  own  cod- 

^  stitnUou  when  I  say  that,  instead  of  snch  con- 

f  fidence,  it  inculcates  distrust  in  every  hoe, 

I  Under  the  infiaence  of  this  spirit,  I  denied  the 

f  cltum  to  this  identical  power,  when  it  was  ss- 

■erted  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent incnmb«Dt  of  the  Presidential  chair;  and 
nnder  the  same  infiuenoe  I  now  deny  it  to  him. 
In  the  discreet  exercise  of  all  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  the  constitution,  he  ever 
has  had,  and  ever  shaL  have,  my  sincere  and 
cordial  support ;  but  whenever  he  oversteps  the 
Umit  there  prescribed,  I  will  oppose  his  lawless 
acts  with  the  same  zeal  and  freedom  I  have 
ever  heretofore  manifested  upon  otlier  like  oo- 
easions.  Has  he  done  so  in  the  instance  before 
oat  This  is  the  qnestion  to  which  I  now  in- 
vito the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  President,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions 
^■ome  as  to  the  inherent  powers  supposed  to 
be  eiyoyed  by  this  body,  or  some  other 'de- 
portinents  of  this  Oovemment,  I  think  we 
most  all  agree  Uiat  the  Executive  has  no  such 
inherent  or  undefined  authority.  All  bia  pow- 
«rs  must  be  derived  nuder  some  express  grant 
contained  in  the  constitution.  Inherent  power 
in  him  would  be  bnt  a  courtly  term  to  denote 
I^en^ative;  and  the  exercise  of  any  nngrant' 
«d  Mithoritj  by  him  is  nothing  else  than  mere 
usurpation.  Let  ns  then  torn  to  the  charter, 
and  see  if  that  contains  the  concession  of  any 
•ach  power  as  has  been  here  exerted. 

It  is  true  that  the  first  section  of  the  second 
■rtide  of  the  constitution  Tests  in  the  President 
"  the  Executive  power ; "  and  equal^  true  that 
the  power  which  has  been  exercised  open  this 
occanoD.  is  properly  an  Executive  power.  There- 
fore, if  there  was  no  other  provision  in  the  eon- 
vtitntiou  upon  the  Bnbject  than  this,  no  donht 
wonid  exist  that  the  President  was  anthorized 
to  do  tliat  which  be  has  done.  Bat  the  consti- 
tution does  not  stop  here.  Very  soon  after  this 
general  grant  of  the  Executive  power,  and  in 
the  next  section  of  the  same  article  which  con- 
tains the  grant,  the  constitotion  proceeds  to 
check  and  restrain  the  power  so  granted,  by 
prescribing  the  manner  in  which  alone  the 
Preaident  must   exercise   it.      Thna,  in    the 


second  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  this 
same  second  article,  it  declares  that  "he  sbnll 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur :  "  and 
then,  that  "  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  ap- 
point, ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and 
ooDsnls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  sU 
other  omcers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law," 
Hence,  it  is  obvious,  that,  although  the  Execu- 
tive power  is  vested  in  the  Preslaent  alone,  he 
is  expressly  inhibited  from  making  treaties,  (if 
indeed  that  is  an  Executive  power,)  or  appomt- 
ing  to  any  office  of  the  United  States,  (which 
certainly  is  snch,)  witbont  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  But  the  otEcers  in  ques- 
tion never  have  been  nominated  to  the  Senate, 
nor  has  this  body  advised  or  consented  to  their 
appointment  in  any  way ;  therefore,  the  act  of 
the  President  in  conferring  thAe  appointmenta 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  can  de- 
rive no  sanction  or  support  from  this  part  of 
the  constitution.  ■ 

If  this  act  can  be  justified  at  all,  it^  Justifica- 
tion must  be  eonght  for  in  the  next  paragraph 
of  the  same  section,  which  dcdares  that  "  tne 
President  shall  have  power  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  their  next  session."  This  is  the  only 
part  of  the  constitution  which  has  affinity  to, 
or  connection  with,  the  power  in  question. 
Let  me  then  inquire  whether  the  desired  justi- 
fication can  be  found  here. 

The  general  rule  is  such,  as  I  have  read  it 
from  the  constitution,  that  appointments  to 
office  must  be  made  by  the  President  "by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 
Under  this  rule,  the  President  alone  has  no 
more  authority  to  appoint  without  nominating 
to  the  Senate,  than  the  Senate  have  to  advise 
the  appointment  of  one  not  nominated  by  him. 
The  exception  to  this  rule  is  contained  in  the 
clause  I  have  just  read.  But  to  bring  the  case 
within  the  purview  of  this  exception,  and  so  to 
take  it  ont  of  the  operation  of  the  rule,  thesa 
three  things  must  occur :  There  must  be  a  va; 
cancy — this  vacancy  must  have  happened — and 
this  happening  must  have  taken  place  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Uuleasall  these  things 
concur,  the  President  c^nfind  no  support  for  the 
power  he  hasexercised,  in  this  exception.  Now 
I  undertake  to  show  that,  instead  of  the  ooa- 
currence  of  all  these  events,  not  one  of  them  ex- 
isted on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1829,  when 
these  appointmenta  were  made  by  the  President 

Mr.  President,  as  this  constitution  was  certain- 
ly intended  by  its  anthers  to  be  exhibited  to  the 
people,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  read  and  nn- 
derstood  by  them,  in  order  that,  when  understood, 
if  approved,  it  might  be  adopted  by  them,  I  have 
ever  believed  that  the  trne  rule  of  w"-*"'- 
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it  was  to  give  to  all  its  familiar  teimi  their 

rnlar  significaUon  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
that  Kdse,  euch  t«rma  were  probably  first 
UKed;  in  that  sense,  thej  were  certainlf  after- 
wards understood ;  and,  being  adopted  in  that 
sense,  their  signification  sbould  ever  afterwards 
remain  unchanged.  If  this  is  not  so,  then  in- 
deed ia  the  conatitation  "  a  meie  nose  of  wax," 
which  may  b«  pressed  into  any  shape,  not  only 
by  deainiing  and  ambitiona  atatesmen,  bat  bv 
every  driveUing  philologist  or  moon-struck 
metaphysician  who  may  dioose  to  amuse  him- 
self Dy  a  dissertation  upon  the  ever-varying 
jneaning  of  words. 

Trying  the  provision  I  am  now  considering 
by  this  rale,  I  ask  of  every  honorable  Senator 
here  present,  if  any  doabt  ever  did  exist  among 
the  people  of  the  State  he  represent^  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  terms  "  vacancy  m  office." 
Thronghont  our  whole  land,  their  meaning  was 
and  is  the  same.  Everywhere,  and  at  all  times, 
except  in  yonder  pablio  edifices,  they  have  been 
considered  as  denoting  an  actual  existing  office, 
which,  having  been  once  filled,  by  some  cause 
has  afterwards  lost  its  incnmbent,  and  is  so 
made  vacant.  The  idea  of  actnal  vacancy,  in 
mere  possible  offices,  which  sever  had  been, 
and  never  might  be,  filled,  is  much  too  snbtle  to 
have  been  suggested  by  the  wisdom  which  dic- 
tated, and  much  too  refined  for  the  common 
sense  that  adopted,  this  constitution.  Original 
existing  vacancy,  in  non-existing  and  merely 

E:)tenti)U  offices,  like  original  sin,  is  a  mystery, 
uth  in  revelation  may  oblige  us  to  adopt  the 
belief  of  the  latter,  but  each  snrnassea  the  power 
of  nnaided  hnman  reason ;  and  if  we  yield  as- 
sent to  the  former,  like  good  Catholics  we  must 
say,  Gredc  <ivia  impomiiiU  at. 

If,  however,  any  donbt  could  exist  as  to  the 
meaning  of  this  term  "  vacancy,"  when  regard- 
ed alone,  all  snoh  doubts  must  vanish  when  wo 
examine  its  context,  and  consider  it  In  connec- 
tion with  the  other  words  with, which  we  find 
it  here  associat«d  in  the  conetitotion.  Accord- 
ing to  these,  it  is  not  every  vacancy  which  the 
Preadent  may  fill  np  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  but  such  vacancies  only 
as  "  may  happen ; "  and  which  may  happen  too 
"daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate."  Kow,  ac- 
cording to  the  common  signification  of  the  term 
hqipen,  it  is  never  spplted  to  denote  certain 
events,  but  it  is  applicable  to  denote  such  occnr' 
rences  only  oa  casualty  may  produce,  which  are 
therefore  either  unforeseen,  or  if  seen,  as  possi- 
ble in  themselves,  are  quite  uncertain  as  to  the 
time  of  their  occurrence.  We  should  not  speak 
reverenUy  certainly,  should  we  say  that  the  sun 
happens  to  rise,  or  that  the  tides  happen  to 
change.  There  is  nothing  fortuitous  in  these 
events;  they  are  foreseen,  foreknown,  and  must 
occur,  until  it  pleases  Him  who  has  so  ordained 
to  change  the  order  of  his  own  providence. 
With  as  little  propriety  might  we  w,j  that  oor 
chief  magistracy  happens  to  be  elective,  or  the 
tenure  of  oar  jndicial  offices  happens  to  be  dur- 
ing good  behavior.    These  thiLgs  ioo  are  pre- 


ordained. Yet  we  may  well  say  of  the  death, 
resignation,  removal,  or  disability  of  an  officer, 
that  it  happens ;  because,  even  where  the 
.event  is  certain,  the  time  of  its  occurrence  is 
milmown  and  uncertain. 

But  if  we  could  refer  this  term  "  happen," 
which  denotes  casualty  only,  to  the  occurrence 
of  events  pre-orduned  by  the  constitution  itself^ 
still  the  happening  of  auch  events  must  tak« 

i>lace  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  en- 
arge  the  general  power  of  the  President  Then, 
if  we  could  adopt  as  real  this  mere  vision  of 
existing  vacancy  in  non-oxistdng  but  possible 
offices,  we  should  not  aid  him  much  by  such  a 
subtie  refinement.  For  even  if  the  office  always 
existed  potentially,  it  was  always  actually  va- 
cant, until  it  waa  once  filled ;  and  who  can  prop- 
erly affirm  of  such  an  original  and  eternal  va- 
cancy, that  it  happened  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  rather  than  during  its  session?  Unless 
it  happened  dnring  the  recess  of  the  Senate^ 
however,  the  President  haa  no  'power  to  fill  it 
up  without  their  advice  and  consent. 

Ur.  President,  this  question  is  much  too  im- 
portantj  as  I  have  shown,  I  think,  for  me  to 

Krmit  it  to  rest  even  here.  What  I  have  said, 
ihould  consider  as  sufficient  upon  any  ordinary 
occasion ;  bnt  I  will  endeavor  to  make  it  so 
plun,  that  there  shall  Dotremainaloopwhereon 
to  bang  a  donbt. 

It  is  a  sound  and  obvious  rule  for  the  con- 
struction of  every  instrument,  that  where  the 
some  words  are  repeated  in  it,  tiiey  must  always 
receive  the  same  interpretation.  Therefore 
whenever  we  can  fix  their  signification  beyond 
doubt,  in  any  one  instance,  that  meaning  mnst 
ever  afterwards  be  attached  to  them,  when 
they  again  occur,  nnless  the  context  shell  plain- 
ly show  that  they  were  used  in  a  different  senseL 
Now  an  inspection  of  the  constitution  will  diotr 
that  the  words  used  in  the  clause  I  am  now 
examining,  have  been  used  twice  before  in  the 
same  instrument.  They  are  there  used,  too, 
under  circumstances  which  Aefy  doubt  as  to 
their  signification;  and  their  true  interpretation 
has  been  fixed  and  settied,  not  only  by  the  de- 
cisions of  this  body,  but  by  the  uniform  and  un- 
varying practice  in  all  the  States,  from  the  year 
1789  to  this  hour.  In  this  practice,  every  one, 
and  at  all  times,  has  acquiesced ;  and  if  there 
can  ba  Miy  thing  settled  under  a  written  consti- 
tution, it  is  the  meaning  of  these  words. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  very  first  article  of 
the  oonstitntion  to  create  a  House  of  Represent- 
atives as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  legislative 
department.  Therefore,  in  Uie  first  part  of  the 
second  section  of  that  article,  it  prescribes  the 
rale  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  whidi  tliis 
House  shall  consist ;  and  by  whom,  and  for 
what  term,  this  number  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing thus  provided  a  full  and  complete  House  of 
Representatives,  the  authora  of  the  instrument, 
foreseeing  that  casualty  nii&ht  vacate  the  seats 
BO  filled,  and  this  during  the  term  for  which 
their  incumbents  had  boen  elected,  proceed  in 
the  fourth  paragraph  of  Uie  same  aeotion  to 
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provide  for  saeh  eTenta,  bj  these  words,  "  wheo 
Tacancies  happen  in  the  repreaeutation  from  anj 
State,  the  Execntdre  anthoritj  thereof  eball  is- 
ma  writg  of  eleetion  to  fill  BQoh  vaeanciee." 
Here  then  U  an  office  crested  bj  the  ooostita- 
tion  itself  which  the  Executive  of  every  State 
i*  imperiuDslj'  required  U>  Gil  in  the  mode  pre- 
flcribed,  whenever  vacancj  shall  happen  in  it. 
Hen,  tlie  momeDt  this  constitntion  was  adopt- 
ed, there  was  not  a  merely  possible  ofGce,  bat 
one  of  actual  existence,  as  to  the  filling  of  which 
no  discretion  eiiated,  provided  this  original  va- 
cancy coold  be  considered  as  referred  to  hy  the 
tanns  I  have  read.  Bat  never  did  any  Governor 
of  any  State  conceive  that  this  provision  gave 
to  liim  any  aathority  to  issue  writs  of  election 
to  sapply  these  oricinal  vacancies.  No  saoh 
example  exists;  and  enoh  a  prooednre  would 
be  so  obviously  absurd,  that  any  Qovemor  who 
sbonld  have  attempted  it,  woald  have  been  con- 
ridered  as  deserving  a  straight-jacket.  Yet  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  Executive  of  any 
State,  by  the  words  here  nsed,  is  precisely  that 
eonferred  npon  the  President,  by  the  same  words, 
in  the  case  to  which  I  have  before  referred. 

So,  too,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entativea  are  directed  by  this  consUtntion  to 
be  chosen  for  two  years.  Biennially,  then,  all 
the  Beats  in  that  House  are  made  vacant  by  the 
constitution  itself.  Here,  then,  are  actnal  va- 
cancies in  established  offices,  that  have  been 
onoe  filled.  Bat  no  Qovernor  of  any  State  has 
ever  felt  himself  anthorized  to  issne  writs  of 
eleotion  to  fill  even  these  vacancies.  And  why ) 
Becaitse  alt  such  vacancies  being  cansed  by  tjie 
eonstitntion  iUelf^  were  therefore  foreseen  and 
foreknown,  and  cannot  properly  be  said  to  hap- 
pen. Hence  they  are  referred  to  the  general 
mlB,  and  not  to  the  exception,  which  applies  to 
casualties  only. 

Agun:  The  constitution  having  provided  a 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  next  proceeds  to  pro- 
vide a  Senate,  as  the  other  branch  of  the  legis- 
latore.  This  is  done  by  the  third  section  of 
the  same  article.  This  section  oommeaces,  as 
in  the  other  case,  hy  declaringof  what  number 
the  Senate  shall  consist,  and  by  whom,  and  for 
what  term,  the  members  shall  be  chosen.  Hav- 
ing thus  provided  a  full  and  complete  Senate, 
the  anthors  of  the  instrument,  foreseeing  that 
vacancies  might  occnr  daring  the  term  pre- 
scribed, in  the  seats  once  filled  for  that  term, 
proceed,  in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  section, 
to  provide  for  supplying  such  vacancies,  hy  these 
WOTd^  "  if  vacancies  happen,  hy  resignation  or 
oAerwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislatnre 
of  any  Statu,  the  Executive  thereof  may  make 
temporary  appointments  ontil  the  next  meeting 
<^  tne  L^iskture,  which  shall  then  fill  such 
Tacaneiea.''  Here,  again,  we  have  original  va- 
cancies in  offices  created  by  the  eonstitntion. 
To  these  vacancies  no  Governor  of  any  State 
ever  presumed  to  make  any  temporary  appoint- 
ment, becanse,  they  were  original  vacancies, 
and  therefore  were  not  embraced  by  the  words 
of  tbii  exception. 


Here  also  are  presented  the  oases  of  other 
vacancies,  oocnrring  after  the  place  has  been 
once  filled,  prodaced  not  by  any  caaoalty,  but 
by  the  foreseen  and  forelinown  effiox  of  timoi 
Oar  Journals  show  us  two  attempts  hy  the  Gov- 
ernors of  States  to  supply  vacaniaes  erf  this  sort. 
One  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Johns,  from  Delaware ;  tbe 
other  tliat  of  Hr.  I.Anman,  from  Connecticut, 
la  both  these  cases,  the  seats  were  vacated  by 
the  efflux  of  the  time  for  which  their  former 
incumbents  had  t^een  elected.  In  each  case  the 
Legialatare  of  the  State  had  made  an  ineffectual 
effort  to  appoint  a  successor,  but  had  failed, 
not  being  able  to  agree  in  a  choice.  After  the 
a^Joarmnent  of  tbe  legislatures,  the  seats  being 
stnl  vacant,  the  Governors  undertook  to  fill  tbem 
by  temporary  appointments.  Bnt  in  both  case^ 
npon  the  exhibition  of  the  credentials  granted 
to  these  gentlemen,  the  Senate  refused  to  per- 
mit them  to  qnalifj,  because  the  Governors  of 
these  States  had  no  authority  to  make  tempo- 
rary appointments  to  such  vacancies  as  these. 

Here,  then,  is  a  second  example  of  the  occor- 
renoe  of  the  same  terms,  where  their  meaning 
is  not  only  obvioos  from  tbe  context,  hut  has 
received  tiie  solemn  and  repeated  sanctions  of 
this  body  itself.  This  meaning,  so  fixed  and 
ascertfdned,  is  fonnd  to  be  in  exact  accordance 
with  th^  signification  attached  to  the  same 
words,  in  t£e  former  case.  Then,  who  can 
doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  same  terms 
when  they  next  occnr,  in  the  cttuise  to  which 
I  first  adverted!  Here,  too,  theframers  of  the 
constitution,  having  prescribed  a  role  for  all 
appointments  to  all  offices,  and  required  that 
they  shonid  be  made  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senitte,  fore- 
seeing that  vacancies  might  afterwards  h^pen 
in  these  offices  during  the  recess  of  the  S^iote^ 
when  the  pablio  exigencies  might  nevertheless 
reqnire  such  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  wisely 
and  providentiy  gave  to  the  President  alone 
the  power  of  filUng  np  all  such  vacancies.  But 
they  had  no  more  idea  of  ^ving  to  the  Pre^ 
dent  alone  tbe  power  of  creating  offices  dnring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  than  they  had  to  give 
to  the  EiecaUves  of  the  different  States  power 
to  issue  writs  of  eleotion  to  fill  original  vacan- 
cies in  the  House  of  Bepresentetives,  or  to 
grant  temporary  appointments  to  supply  soch 
vacancies  existing  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  present  the  subject  to 
the  Senate  nnder  another  aspect.  Whatever 
differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  ori^ 
of  oor  different  offices,  I  think  we  must  all 
agree  that  the  power  of  the  President  is  the 
same,  in  regard  to  appointments,  to  them  all. 
The  constitution,  in  authorisLng^  him  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  to  all  offices,  draws 
no  distinction  in  the  mode  of  appointment  to 
any ;  and  his  separate  power  over  all  vacancies 

hich  happen  daring  Che  recess  of  the  Senate  is 
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!  the  different  Bul^jeots  to  which  this 
identical  power  may  be  applied,  and  perhaps 
we  Toaj  BO  discover  the  nature  of  the  power  it- 
self. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  eome,  there  i 
three  different  species  of  offices  referred  to 
the  ooDStitotion :  each  as  are  created  hj  statute 
— snoh  as  are  created  b;  the  conEtitation  itself 
— and  Bnoh  bb,  being  established  by  the  usages 
of  nations,  are  merely  recognized  by  the  consti- 
tation.  lioat  of  our  domeatio  eiecative  offices 
are  examples  of  the  first  kind;  the  Ohief  Jus- 
ttce,  and  his  aasoeiates  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
are  examples  of  the  second ;  and  ambassadors, 
other  pahtio  Uiniaters  and  oodsoIb,  are  instances 
of  the  last.  Now  with  respect  to  all  offices  of 
the  first  dasa,  that  is  to  say,  offices  created  by 
statute,  it  is  very  obvious  that  original  va 
oies  in  these  can  never  oocnr  during  the  n 
of  the  Senate.  Because,  as  these  offices  derive 
their  existence  from  a  statnte,  which  statute 
oan  only  be  enacted  during  the  session  of  the 
Benate,  and  as  these  offices  when  thus  created 
must  be  vacant,  all  original  Tacaneies  in  itata- 
tory  offices  must  occur  during  the  session,  and 
not  dnring  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Conse- 
qnently,  the  President  oan  have  no  power  to  fill 
tip  such  vacancies. 

There  never  has  been  bnt  a  ^gle  instance  of 
an  attempt  by  any  President  to  flU  ap  such 
vacancies  daring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  This 
attempt  was  promptly  met  by  the  Senate,  who, 
not  content  with  r^ecting  the  nominBtiona  af- 
terwards made  of  the  military  officers  who  had 
been  so  appointed,  referred  the  subject  to  a 
committee.  Their  report,  presenting,  as  it  does, 
a  clear  and  soond  exposition  of  this  part  of  the 
constitution,  aod  an  able  vindication  of  the 
violated  rights  of  the  Senate,  received  the  con- 
firmation of  this  body,  whose  views  were  after- 
wards assented  to  by  the  Executive,  as  we  all 
know.  Then,  no  doubt  exists  that  the  Presi- 
dent alone  has  no  authority  to  make  an  origi- 
nal appointment  to  any  statutory  office. 

The  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  Snpreme 
Conrt  are  the  only  description  of  offices  of  the 
second  kind.  These  offices  are  created  by  the 
constitution  itself,  and  are  thereby  required  to 
be  filled  up.  Here  then  is  the  case  not  of  po- 
tential, but  of  actnal  offices ;  not  of  possible 
offices  that  may  or  may  not  be  required  to  be 
filled  up,  bnt  of  existing  offices  ordered  by  the 
constitution  itself  to  be  sn^lied  with  iucnm- 
benta.  Yet,  President  Washington,  during 
whose  term  these  offices  were  all  so  vacant, 
and  thus  continued  for  a  long  time,  never 
thought  that  he  possessed  the  power  to  fill  them 
np,  until  after  the  enaction  of  the  Judiciary 
law ;  and  did  so  then  only  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 

Nor  could  he  have  done  otherwise.  For  un- 
til the  passage  of  this  act  of  Congress,  how 
could  he  know  whatnnmberof  judges  to  appoint 
— what  would  be  their  salaries — where  they 
.  were  to  convene — what  might  be  the  duties 
required  of  theia~'Or  what  the  rule  to  regulate 


their  process  and  proceeding — nay,  by  what 
other  means  could  the  court  have  been  sup- 
plied with  a  clerkj  a  marshal,  or  any  other 
ministerial  officers,  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  proper  performance  of  their  functions  I  It 
would  have  been  as  absurd  for  the  President  to 
have  made  the  appointment  of  judges  before 
the  enaction  of  this  statute,  as  it  would  have 
been  for  the  Governor  of  B  State  to  have  issued 
writs  of  election  before  the  Legislature  of  suoh 
State  had  passed  the  lawa  necessary  to  give 
eSect  to  that  provision  of  the  oonstitution  which 
required  the  memben  of  tba  House  of  Bepre- 
sentaUves  to  be  chosen. 

In  aftertime,  when  none  of  these  diffiooltiei 
existed,  and  the  nutnber  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  was  increased,  although  the 
new  Judge,  when  duly  appointed,  like  his  asso- 
ciatea,  was  in  under  Uie  oonstitution,  yet  it  was 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  office,  althoogh 
required  by  the  constitution,  was  ^tabliahed 
by  the  law ;  and,  therefore,  becoming  vacant 
during  the  session  of  the  Senatej  the  President 
oould  not  fill  this  vacancy  during  the  recess,  . 
but  must  make  the  first  appointment  to  it,  only 
by  and  with  the  advice  ana  consent  of  this  body. 

When  we  thns  see  that  the  President  oannot 
make  an  original  appointment  t«  any  of&ce 
created  either  bf  statute  or  by  the  constitution, 
because  the  vaoancies  in  such  offices  cannot 
properly  be  said  to  happen  during  the  reoesa  of 
the  Senate,  is  it  fair  to  argue  lltat  he  has  au- 
thority to  make  such  appointments  to  the  other 
class  of  offices  which  are  established  not  by 
statute  but  by  usage  merely,  and  which  are  sot 
required,  but  merely  recogiiized  by  the  consti- 
tution as  of  possible  use )  Does  not  every  ar- 
gument applicable  to  the  case  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  apply  a  fortiori  to  theae 
offices !  Of  how  many  ministers  must  the  new 
mission  oonust — who  and  of  what  character 
shall  be  the  attaehi*  to  the  legation — what 
shall  be  the  compensation  allowed  to  any  of  the 
mission — and  for  what  term  may  they  hold 
their  offices?  All  these  are  questions  which 
must  be  decided  before  such  appointments  oan 
properly  be  made ;  and  the  decision  of  each  of 
these  questions  by  the  President  alone  is  for- 
bidden by  the  constitution  in  terms. 

And  here,  Mr.  president,  I  will  ofier  a  sng- 
gestion  to  the  Senate,  which  upon  my  mind  has 
always  had  mnch  infiuence.  It  is  not  more  the 
object  of  this  constitution  to  create  and  confer 
power,  than  it  ia  to  check  and  restrain  the  au- 
thorities which  it  grants.  No  important  au- 
thority is  thereby  granted  to  any  department  of 
this  Government,  unless  it  ia  limited  and  guard- 
ed in  its  exercise,  by  some  means  or  other. 
Speaking  generally,  the  Judiciary  can  establiah 

rule  which  the  Legislature  may  not  abrogate, 
can  proaooDce  no  decree  which  the  Executive 
may  not  refuse  to  execute.  Tlie  Executive  can 
do  no  act,  agiunst  which  the  judiciary  may  not 
relieve,  which  the  Legislature  may  not  annnl, 
or  to  which  they  may  not  refuse  to  give  effecL 
The  Legislature  itself  oan  enact  no  law  wlthoot 
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the  assent  of  the  ExeontiTe,  and  which  is  not 
■nbjeot  to  the  re™ii>ii  of  the  judiciary,  when- 
ever it  cornea  in  conflict  with  the  oonstjtation. 
And  the  States,  in  virtae  of  the  rights  reserved 
bj  them  as  parties  to  the  original  compact,  maj 
watch  over  and  control  the  joint  or  several  ac- 
tion of  all  and  each  of  the  departments  of  this 
Govemment,  so  as  that  none  may  pass  beyond 
its  prescribed  limits.  Now  can  any  one  believe, 
that  in  snch  a  aystem,  so  intended  and  ao  con- 
trived, it  ever  was  designed  to  confer  the  vast 
power  which  has  been  eierted  npon  this  occa- 
sion, (which,  as  1  have  shown,  tonohes  and  ia- 
flnences  oar  best  and  dearest  interests,)  to  the 
nnoontrotled  discretion  of  the  President  alone  t 
The  pl^n  language  of  the  iMTiBtitatian  (as  I 
think  I  have  now  proved)  repudiates  any  snoh 
idea ;  and  if  this  langnage  was  even  donbtfnl, 
the  spirit  which  dictates  every  line  of  that  in- 
Bbument,  ooght  to  snSoe  to  solve  ^Ily  snoh 
doubt. 

I  have  heard  e.  single  case  suggested,  to  which 
(as  it  seems  to  present  a  difficolty  to  the  minds 
of  som^  I  most  beg  leave  to  pay  a  little  atten- 
tion. I  have  heard  it  asked,  if  the  President 
may  Dot  fill  np  any  vacancy  bnt  one  that  hap- 
pens dnrins  iii6  recess  of  the  Senate,  what 
would  be  tne  condition  of  the  conntry,  if  an 
office,  which  the  pnblio  good  requires  to  be  filled 
immediately,  should  become  vacant  by  death  or 
oQkerwise,  happening  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate,  and  which  event  oonld  not  be  made 
known  to  the  President  until  after  onr  adjonru- 
mentt  To  thisqnestion  I  have  several  answers 
to  ^ve,  either  of  which,  to  my  mind,  IS  qnite 
ntisfactory. 

The  first  is,  that  it  is  an  extreme  case,  which 
must  be  of  very  rare  occnrrence,  and  the  very 
necessity  of  which,  whenever  it  shall  exist,  may 
well  excuse  the  President  for  acting  npon  it, 
even  without  any  direct  authority  so  to  do. 
But  we  shonld  be  very  cantious  how  we  give 
assent  to  that  species  of  argument,  which  would 
infer  the  legality  of  snthority  in  ordinaty  cases, 
from  mere  nlent  acquiescence  in  its  exercise, 
when  nnder  the  pressure  of  extraordinary  dr- 
comstanoes.  I  certainly  would  not  censure  any 
Preddent  for  making  a  temporary  appointment 
during  the  recess,  in  this  supposed  case,  even  if 
I  tiionghthe  had  no  anthority  to  do  so,  provided 
he  laid  sneh  an  appointment  before  the  Senate 
afterwards.  I  have  no  idea,  however,  of  hav- 
ingeven  necessary  medicine  administered  to  me 
for  my  daily  bread ;  or  of  applying  this  hard 
law  (J  State  necessity,  which  will  override  the 
constitution  itself^  to  such  ordinary  transacUons 
as  the  case  before  us,  in  which  this  plea  of  im- 
mediate necessity  cannot  have  the  slightest  ap- 
plication. 

Hy  second  answer  is,  that^  according  to  a  fair 
oonstmction  of  the  constitution,  the  President, 
in  mj  opinion,  has  anthority  given  to  him  to 
fill  np  sueh  a  vacancy  daring  the  recess.  Sir, 
•s  in  all  human  tronsaoticns  we  can  reason  only 
fttnn  what  we  know,  and  know  but  little  of 
bets  except  throngh  evidence,  we  are  generally 


constrained  to  substitnte  this  evidence  for  the 
fact  it  tends  to  establish.  It  is  this  imperfec- 
tion of  our  nature  which  often  prevents  as  from 
regarding  as  facta  what  are  not  showu  to  ns  to 
be  such,  and  obliges  us  to  assert  the  truth  of 
what  is  satis&ctorily  proven,  al^ough  the  fact 
so  established  may  be  most  false.  Hence,  I 
think  it  fair  to  say  that  a  vacancy,  not  known 
to  exist,  does  not  exist  for  any  of  the  purposes 
of  the  coostitntion ;  and  when  known,  it  does 
exist,  and  not  nntil  then,  be  that  when  it  may. 
If  any  Senator  shonld  die  daring  the  session  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  he  represented,  bnt 
the  fact  of  hisdeath  could  not  be  oommunioated 
to  that  Legislature  while  it  continued  in  session, 
I  take  it  for  grant«d  that  the  Eiecntive  of  the 
State  mi^ht  snpply  this  vacancy  by  a  tempo- 
rary  appomtment.  I  say  this,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  ooosCitation,  whose  obvious  purpose  it  is  to 
keep  the  seats  in  this  House  always  filled  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  here  represented^ 
where  they  have  an  opportnnity  to  fill  them, 
but  by  temporary  appointments  from  the  Exe- 
cutive of  these  States,  in  all  came  where  the 
Legislatures  have  had  no  snch  opportniuty. 
And  the  parallel  is  perftot,  I  think,  between 
the  power  of  the  Executive  of  a  State  in  one 
case,  and  that  of  the  President  in  the  other. 

Mr.  Pre^dent,  I  have  now  presented  to  tlie 
Senate  my  views  of  the  oonstitntiou,  so  far  aa  ' 
it  applies  to  the  matter  before  ns.  If  I  am 
right  in  the^  views,  all  moat  agree  with  me, 
that  the  power  exercised  by  the  President  upon 
this  occasion  was  without  warrant,  and  there- 
fore unlawful ;  that  it  is  a  manifest  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  Senate ;  and  if  the  act  was 
done  with  that  view,  it  is  a  flagrant  nsnrpation 
of  their  constitutional  powers.  I  feel  veiy  con- 
fident that  no  one  here  will  controvert  a  single 
poution  I  have  stated.  I  hare  advanced  nothing 
new,  bnt  have  merely  repeated  the  aignmenb 
which  1  urged  here  in  1B2S,  daring  the  discus- 
sion of  the  memorahle  Panama  subject,  when 
this  identical  question  arose,  and  was  fnlly  ex- 
amined. Upon  that  occasion,  I  was  met  by 
Senators  of  ^reat  ability,  who,  instead  of  con- 
troverting this  constmotion  of  the  constitution, 
sought  to  avoid  it,  by  i*Wng  upon  what  they 
oalled  the  precedents.  The  same  course  may 
possibly  be  pursued  again.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, that  I  should  present  some  suggestions  to 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject  also. 

Sir,  from  the  first  moment  I  was  capable  of 
forming  on  opinion  for  myself  upon  any  politi- 
cal question,  nntil  this  hour,  I  have  always 
raised  my  voice  against  that  sort  of  a^gnment, 
which,  in  aGovernnientfoandedupona  written 
constitntiou,  seeks  to  infer  authority  for  the 
governors  from  their  own  practices.  The  argu- 
ment [if  indeed  it  deserves  snch  a  same)  is  not 
fur ;  for,  while  it  cluma  the  benefit  of  all  affirm- 
ative cases,  it  allows  no  weight  to  those  which 
are  negative  merely.  The  omission  to  exert  any 
power  for  a  centnry,  although  opportanitiea  flt 
and  proper  for  its  exerdse  may  have  hourly 
ooooired  during  all  that  time,  weighs  not  as 
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even  tlie  dost  In  the  balance  ag^nst  its  aota&l 
ezertioD  in  a  iiogle  instance.  The  argament  is 
dangeroas,  too,  in  the  eitrerae.  The  amallest 
fisanre  nnin ten tion  ally  made  in  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  daring  the  darkest  hour  of  some  drowsy 
midnight  Bession,  to  let  in  some  pigmy  case,  too 
insigDiflcant  to  attract  or  to  merit  attention,  hy 
the  force  of  this  argnment,  is  soon  widened  and 
made  a  horribly  yairniog  oreeata»,  through 
vhich  a  flood  must  one  day  msh  in  to  deluge 
our  fi^r  land.  Beeds  done  in  moments  of  high 
party  excitement,  or  dnring  the  honr  of  danger 
to  the  State,  when  the  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  snpreme  law,  hj  the  fbroe  of  this  argnment 
become  the  parents  of  similar  sots,  in  other  and 
different  timee.  It  was  thus  the  dictatorship 
was  made  perpetual  in  Borne ;  and  the  same 
means  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  prodnce  some  snch 
calamitons  event  nere.  It  ehall  never  have  any 
force  with  me.  Thns  far,  and  no  fhrther,  am  I 
willing  to  allow  any  weight  to  the  argnment 
founded  npon  preoedenta  merely.  When  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  constitntion  are  of 
donbtfni  import^  and  qnestiona  arising  under 
ench  provisions  have  been  folly  and  openly  ex- 
amined, so  that  the  people  have  had  a  fair  op- 
portunity to  nnderstana  their  bearing  and  in- 
fiuenoe,  the  decision  of  aS  sncb  qneations,  if 
afterwards  acquiesced  in  generally)  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  respect ;  not,  however,  as  conferring 
power,  bat  as  simply  declaratory  of  the  true 
constmction  of  an  ambiguona  port  of  the  con- 
Etitation,  ander  which  constitution  alone  power 
can  ever  be  properly  claimed. 

In  this  case  there  exists  no  occasion  for  these 
cautions  and  reservations.  Dnring  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Panama  subject,  we  looked  into  all 
the  precedents.  Every  case  of  any  original  ap- 
pointment, mode  by  a  President  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  ftvm  the  first  estabTiBhrnent 
of  this  Oovemment  to  that  day,  was  then  liud 
before  us,  in  a  document  that  now  remuns  on 
onr  files.  Each  of  these  ca^es  was  then  care- 
fully examined  j  and  it  is  snch  an  examinalJon 
trhich  Justifies  me,  I  think,  in  saying  that  not 
one  of  them  can  properly  be  considered  as  a 

freoedent  for  that  which  we  are  now  examining, 
t  is  true  that  a  superficial  examination  of  some 
of  these- cases  may  seoii\  to  justify  a  different 
opinion.  Bat,  if  any  one  will  take  the  trouble 
of  tracing  such  cases  to  their  origin,  and  will 
inform  himself  of  the  stalo  of  things  eiisling,  at 
the  time  of  their  occnrrence,  I  repeat,  that  not 
one  of  them  will  be  found  to  apply  here.  I  will 
not  fatigue  the  Senst«  by  a  reference  to  these 
cases  now ;  their  true  character  and  history 
was  given  in  the  debate  upon  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to ;  and  to  that  debate,  now  on  recotd  in 
your  Register,  I  refer  all  those  who  may  feel 
any  wish  to  consult  it.  Our  journals  fumidi 
us,  however,  with  four  cases,  which  have  a  bear- 
ing so  direct  npon  the  matter  now  before  us, 
that  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state  them. 

The  first  of  these  occnrred  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who,  daring  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  nndertoiA  to  make  an  origi- 


nal appointment  of  a  Uinister  to  Bussia;  to 
which  court  we  had  not  before  sent  any  Minis- 
ter. Thenomination  of  this  Minister  was  after- 
wards laid  before  the  Benate  when  they  con- 
vened, accompanied  by  a  long  letter  of  the 
President's,  setting  forth  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  him  to  make  snch  an  appointment. 
The  Senate  considered  the  subject  very  mature- 
ly, it  seems,  and  finally  refused  to  give  their 
consent  to  the  appointment.  This  scheme  was 
then  abandoned;  nor  was  it  resumed  for  many 
years  afterwards,  until  it  was  revived  by  Mr. 
Hadison,  acting  then  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Benate.  I  refer  to  this  case,  to 
show  the  idea  then  entertained  hy  the  Senate 
aa  to  their  right  to  be  consulted  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  all  cases  wherein  it  was  proposed  to 
establish  new  diplomatdo  relations  with  any 
nation  with  which  none  such  had  previouslj 
existed ;  and  to  show  the  acquiescence  of  the 
Executive  in  thta  determination. 

The  next  case  occurred  in  1814,  when,  dar- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  '\flagTa71ie 
bello,"  President  Hadison  sent  three  addition^ 
Ministers,  to  unite  in  the  negotiations  at  Ghent, 
with  the  two  others  previously  appointed  by 
him,  hy  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.  These  appointments  were  laid  I>efore 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  when  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  by  the  President,  dnring 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  called  forth  that  able 
and  eloquent  protest  against  it^  which  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mi.  Oore,  then  a  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  which  Iread  to  the  Senate  when 
I  first  addressed  them.  It  is  true,  this  protest 
was  never  acted  upon  definitively.  But  we  all 
remember  the  state  of  things  then  existing ;  and 
the  conduct  of  the  Senate,  in  avoiding  any  de- 
1  of  this  matter  at  that  time,  manifests 
distinctly  what  was  the  opinion  then  en- 
tertained. If  the  m^ority  had  even  doubted, 
this  protest  would  have  been  r^ected  at  once. 
But,  as  its  adoption  would  have  been  highly 
inexpedient  at  that  crisis  in  our  affairs,  and  its 
rejection  would  have  been  an  abandonment  of 
the  constltutionalrightsof  the  Senate,  they  very 
prudently  postponed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Next  comes  the  case  of  the  new  republics  in 
South  America.  Everybody  knows  what  waa 
the  state  of  public  sentiment  npon  this  subject 
Mr.  Monroe,  the  President,  was  l>eset  on  b& 
udes,  and  moat  earnestly  importuned  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  these  States,  by  sending 
Ministers  to  them.  But,  although  desirous  to 
do  BO,  he  nevertheless  steadily  refHised,  until  he 
had  previously  submitted  the  subject  to  Con- 
gress, and  bad  obttdned  the  assent  of  both 
HouBOs.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  he  de- 
spatch the  Ministers  which  were  appointed  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 


rence  to  require  any  comment    It  will  sofGce 
'    say,  that  the  resolntion  then  proposed,  whtdk 
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wfts  declarator;  of  the  righte  of  the  Senate,  and 
denied  tbe  claim  of  Preaident  Ailams  to  the 
power  be  therein  aaserted  to  be  hla,  was  l^d 
upon  oar  table  bj  the  vote  of  a  bare  m^ority 
of  this  bodj.  Bat  many  of  the  members  of 
that  muority,  in  whose  presence  I  now  speak, 
dtelared  at  the  time  that  thej  did  not  donbt  the 
rights  of  the  Senate  to  be  Buoh  aa  was  affirmed. 
Aa,  however,  the  President,  while  asoerting  a 
oontrary  power,  had  expres^  waived  ita  eier- 
dse,  and  had  submitted  hia  nomioatiions  to  the 
Senate  for  their  advice,  the  qneation  was  M>  re- 
dnoed  (aa  they  thou^t)  to  a  mere  abstraction, 
which,  however  proper  to  be  diaetueed,  it  was 
not  neoeasai?  then  to  decide. 

After  that  time,  no  case  baa  oocnired  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Senate  nntil  the  preaent. 
For,  alUiongh  Messrs.  Crane  and  09e;,  in  1828, 
received  from  President  Adama  a  commission 
aimilar  to  this,  ;ret  that  fact  was  caotiooslj  ood- 
oealed  from  the  Senate.  These  Uinisters  never 
rakohed  Gonatantinople,  and  their  t^tpoiobnent 
would  not  probablv  ever  have  been  brought  to 
lif^t^  nnlese  it  had  been  fonod  e^iedient  now 
to  refer  to  it  as  a  precedent  to  Justify  what  was 
afterwards  done  by  the  present  Ilzeoative.  And 
here,  air,  let  me  appeal  to  the  candor  of  all  those 
boDorable  Senators  who  thought  and  aet«d  with 
me  dnriiig  Hk  Panama  disoaasion,  to  say,  if 
they  had  known  that  President  Adams  had 
secretly  inititnted  a  miaaion  to  Turkey  daring 
the  reoeas  ot  the  Senate,  wonld  they  not  have 
reprobated  raoh  an  act,  in  as  strong  terms  at 
least  aa  any  used  in  relMion  to  his  mere  cMm 
<rf'  sooh  a  power  in  the  Panama  oase,  where  the 
exereise  of  the  power  asserted  was  expressly 
waived  by  him.  For  my  part,  I  know  I  should 
have  done  so ;  and  knowing  this,  I  oannot  rec- 
oncile it  to  myself  to  sit  silent,  when  the  same 
act  has  been  done  by  another  President.  What- 
ever ohangea  may  have  taken  place  in  the  £x- 
ecntire,  the  oonstitntion  remains  the  same ;  the 
ri^its  and  datiea  of  the  Senate  remidn  the 
■ame;  and  I  wIU  always  strive  to  preserve  the 
me,  and  to  fiilfil  the  other. 

The  ease*  to  which  I  have  thns  referred, 
■Dreading  as  they  do  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
five  yean  now  last  past,  onght  to  satisfy  every 
ana,  I  think,  that  the  prorinona  of  the  consti- 
bitkMt  and  the  praotioe  of  the  Oovenunent  are 
in  strict  acoordance.  At  all  events,  they  mnst 
Ba6I«e  to  show,  that  even  if  other  precedents 
eoold  be  fiinnd,  much  more  apposite  than  any 
whic3i  exist,  they  cannot  prove  any  imiform 
practioe,  any  oontinoons  diain  of  precedents, 
aettling  this  question  ot  power,  which,  there- 
fiwe,  we  must  oonrider  as  ret  irUt^m,  and  decide 
bj  a  reforMice  to  the  etm^tntioa  alone. 

Mr.  President,  the  si^uneitts  that  have  been 
urged  in  opposition  to  Uie  opinion  I  so  briefly 
expreesed  when  I  first  made  this  motion,  com- 
ing, too,  from  the  qoarter  whence  some  of  them 
prooeed,  have  excited  my  sarprise  almost  as 
mnch  aa  the  power,  the  exercise  of  which  in 
this  case  they  seek  to  Justify.  I  must  beg  leave, 
tboreCore,  to  iiiTite  aooB  attention  to  ue  most 


prominent  of  these  argument^  which  seem  to 
me  moat  awfnl  "  signs  of  the  times," 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  (Ur. 
IjvnfoeiON,)  instead  of  controverting  directly, 
any  proposition  which  I  have  advanoed,  telle  us 
that  the  ounstruction  of  the  oonstitntion  for 
which  I  have  contended  is  not  so  certain,  bnt 
that  wise  and  good  men  may  well  donht  aa  to 
ita  correctness.;  nay,  even  odopt  a  contrary 
opinion.  He  does  not  say  that  such  is  his 
opinion,  bat  satisfies  himself  with  endaavoriag 
to  oast  the  shadow  of  his  doabts  npon  mine; 
and  then  rebnkes  me  for  nsing  tne  strooK 
language  I  did  in  expressing  it.  Sir,  if  I  oonla 
feel  any  of  the  donbts  which  this  Senator  baa 
sought  to  generate,  like  him  I  migbt  regret  the 
nse  of  strong  phrases  to  express  an  opinion,  of 
the  correctness  of  which  I  did  not  feel  assured ; 
but,  entert^ing  no  such  doubts,  I  have  noth- 
ing to  regret,  nothing  to  explain,  and  nothing 
to  take  back. 

And  how,  BIT,  is  this  snpposed  doubt  pro- 
daoed?  The  Senator  from  Lonisiana  says  that 
the  constitation  is  saaceptibte  of  two  diflbrent 
readings.  One,  that  which  I  gave  as  I  found 
it  written,  and  the  other  this;  ''the  Prewdent, 
during  tbe  recess  of  the  Senate,  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen." 
According  to  this  latter  reading,  he  thinks  it 
probable  tiiat  the  President  wonld  have  the 
right  to  do  that  which  be  has  dcme.  Now,  air, 
from  whence  does  this  honorable  Senator  de- 
rive authority  thus  to  dislocate  the  members  of 
the  sentence,  and  to  re-arrange  tiiem  according 
to  his  fanoy  t  If  he  is  not  bound  to  read  the 
instrument  as  it  is  written,  he  has  the  same 
power  to  amend  it,  by  tbe  suberUtution  of  new 
words,  as  by  inverting  the  order  in  which  the 
old  words  are  found,  so  as  to  give  them  a  new 
sense.  The  gentleman  cannot  claim  the  merit 
even  of  originality  for  this  invention.  It  is  cer- 
tainly as  old  as  Uie  days  of  Swift,  in  whose 
amusing  "  Tale  of  a  Tub "  we  read  that  the 
same  device  was  practised  Tipon  the  testament 
there  mentioned.  The  three  orothers  not  being 
able  to  find  the  permission  they  demred,  written 
therein  totidem  vtrbit,  sought  for  it  totidtm 
tyliabit;  not  finding  it  even  then,  they  tried  to 
make  it  out  totidem  literii;  and  it  was  only 
when  they  &iled  in  this,  too,  that  they  found 
themselves  under  tbe  necessity  of  changing  the 
ortbtwraphy.  Had  they  lived  in  the  present 
day,  tbey  might  have  saved  themselves  much 
trouble,  by  merely  altering  tbe  name  of  what 
they  wished,  and  bestowing  upon  it  some  new 
denomination. 

Do  not  the  Sent^  perceive  what  wonld  be 
tiie  effect  of  this  new  reading  of  the  coustitn- 
tion,  if^  as  the  Senator  from  Lonisiana  would 
persuade  ns,  it  was  permissible  to  adopt  it  t 
Bead  as  it  is  written,  and  these  words,  "  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  denote  the  time 
within  which  the  vacancy  mnst  happen,  which 
voosnoy  the  President  alone  is  authorizeid  to  fill 
up :  but,  according  to  this  new  reading,  these 
words  denote  the  time  within  which  the  Presi- 
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dent  Taa.j  exert  the  power  of  fllliig  tlie  raosn- 
07,  happen  when  it  maj.  Then,  the  President 
vonid  need  but  to  wait  until  the  Senate  ad- 
jonms,  and  he  wonld  have  authority  to  fill  up 
sU  Tacancies.  Nay,  should  he  gracionsly  please 
to  refer  his  appointments  to  the  Senate  alter- 
warde,  and  they  should  r^ect  them,  instead  of 
-watohing  a  fit  occasion  to  renominate,  the 
President  might  wait  for  the  a^jo^nunent,  and 
then  reappoint  the  same  individual ;  and  so  on, 
totU*  qiiotUt,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  A 
more  summary  method  to  divesC  the  Senate  of 
all  authority,  and  to  invest  the  Prewdeut  alone 
with  complete  power  over  all  appointments, 
coold  not  well  be  devised.  Instinct  informs  the 
very  bnites  of  their  common  danger,  and  of  the 
qnarter  from  whence  it  may  be  expected ;  and 
anrely  arguments  such  as  this  should  put  us 
upon  onr  gaaxA, 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  (Ur. 
SHrTB)  tells  us  that  he  has  never  doubted  upon 
this  point — that  he  has  ever  bean  of  opinion, 
the  Frendent  might  instituto  what  missions  he 
pleasBs,  without  consulting  the  Sen&te  or  any- 
body else — that  he  so  stdd,  and  so  voted,  in  the 
Panama  case,  and  therefore  shall  so  vote  in  this, 
which  is  precisely  similar  to  that  This  is  all 
very  true ;  and  I  bear  my  willing  testimony  to 
the  perfect  consistency  of  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor m  tlieee  cases.  I  wish  I  could  prevul  upon 
him,  however,  to  convince  my  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, (Ur.  Eaiik,)  that  these  cases  are  precisely 
Bimilar.  It  wonld  relieve  me  very  much  if  he 
would  do  so ;  for  I  feel  sensibly  the  awkward- 
ness of  my  present  position,  opposed  on  the  one 
hand  by  those  who  opposed  me  in  the  Panama 
case,  because  this  is  the  same  question  there 
presented ;  and  opposed  on  the  other  by  those 
with  whom  I  then  agreed,  because  this  is  not  a 
ramilar  case.  It  is  not  for  me  to  reconcile  enoh 
contrarient  opinions.  All  I  can  do,  is  to  op- 
pose to  the  Senator  from  HaryUnd  the  argu- 
ment uc^ed  in  the  Panama  case,  which  I  agree 
with  him  is  precisely  similar  to  this;  and  to 
endeavor  to  satisfy  my  friend  from  Illinois,  that 
his  distinctions  constitute  no  difference  between 
the  principles  involved  in  each. 

In  wha^  sir,  is  any  difibrenoe  to  be  fonnd 
between  the  two  oases?  It  is  tme,  that  was 
the  mere  assertion  of  a  ri^t  to  power,  the  ex- 
ercise of  which  was  waived  at  the  very  moment 
it  was  claimed ;  and  this  is  the  exertion  of  the 
same  power  then  asserted  merely.  But  surely 
this  barren  cMm,  waived  when  preferred,  pre- 
sents not  so  strong  a  case,  as  the  actual  exercise 
of  the  very  power  then  waived.  The  two  cases, 
althoagh  not  similar  in  their  facts,  present  the 
same  qnestion ;  and  every  argument  applicable 
to  the  one,  applies  a/ortiori  to  the  other.  The 
honorable  S^ator  from  Illinois,  I  am  sure,  will 
not  say,  that  because  the  one  set  of  Ministers 
was  to  be  sent  to  Panama,  and  the  other  to 
Oonstantinople,  that  this  difference  of  their 
destination  con  constitute  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  principles  of  the  two  cases.  Nor 
will  he  say,  that  beoause  one  set  of  Uinistera 


were  sent  to  a  Congress  of  the  Ministers  of 
several  nations,  and  tae  other  to  a  single  nation 
only,  that  this  mere  matter  of  number  can  vary 
the  (juestion  as  to  the  constitutional  right  of  tlM 
President  to  appoint  either.  In  what,  then, 
does  the  difference  consist! 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  san 
that,  in  the  Panama  case,  the  persons  proposed 
to  Ije  despatched  were  to  be  public  Ministers; 
but  the  persons  actually  sent  m  this  case  were 
commissioners  only.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
this  mere  change  of  appellation  alters  the  thing 
named  t  The  poet  would  tell  him  that  "  a  rose 
by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet ; "  and 
I  am  sure  he  wonld  not  agree  that  his  hat  was 
not  one,  because  many  of  his  townsmen  call  it 
a  i^ptau.  But  see,  sir,  what  a  broad  gate  ii 
here  also  hoisted,  to  let  in  tlie  flood  of  Eieca- 
tive  power  and  patnniage.  An  act  is  forbidden 
when  called  by  its  tme  name ;  yet  change  but 
the  name,  and  the  same  act  at  once  becomei 

i'  Dstifiable  and  proper.  There  might  be  vunt 
lope  of  an  end  to  this,  if  th(»e  who  seek  to  get 
power  in  this  way,  were  constrained  to  tax  their 
own  invention  for  new  names  to  denote  old 
things,  for  as  there  must  be  some  limit  to  hu- 
man wit,  "  when  the  brains  were  oat,  the  thing 
might  die  t "  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
work  is  already  done  for  them;  andaSeoretsry 
of  State  has  but  to  turn  to  tjie  mere  index  of 
his  eod^  diptomatiqia  and  he  will  there  God  a 
long  list  of  the  names  of  pahljc  functionaries, 
who  have  been  employed  by  different  poten- 
tates, at  varions  times,  which  list  may  serve  at 
a  perennial  fountain  of  power. 

Let  me  give  an  example  of  the  case  with, 
which  this  work  may  be  done.  The  constitu- 
tion authorizes  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
unbassadors  and  other  pubUc  Ministen.  It  is 
desired,  however,  to  appoint  su«h  without  con- 
sulting the  Senate,  lest  they  may  not  be  willing 
to  establish  any  such  offices.  Tnm  to  the  code, 
and  you  may  there  find  that  the  ambassador  of 
the  Pope  is  not  distingnished  eo  notnint,  but  is 
t«rmea  a  legate.  For,  as  an  ambassador  repre- 
sents the  person  of  his  mast«r,  and  as  the  sanc- 
tity and  infallibility  of  his  Holiness  cannot  be 
represented,  he  therefore  cannot  have  what  is 
commonly  called  an  ambassador.  To  show, 
however,  that  this  legate  is  in  very  truth  the 
personal  representative  of  his  soverei^  he  is 
sometimee  styled  a  legate  a  latere,  that  is  to 
say,  he  is  supposed  to  be  taken,  like  our  impru- 
dent mother  Eve,  from  the  side  of  his  lord  and 
master,  and  therefore  may  very  properly  be 
identified  with  him.  Bo,  too,  if  the  Pope  wishes 
to  send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  other  ne- 
gotiator, («  any  of  the  Catholic  princes,  bis 
beloved  children,  as  it  wonld  be  qnit«  nnseeraly 
for  the  holy  father  (whose  wishes  must  be  com- 
mands to  them)  to  send  to  them  any  officer 
whose  very  title  imports  negotiation,  his  Minis- 
ter npon  such  occasions  is  styled  a  nnncio,  a 
mere  messenger,  depnted  to  bear  tlie  will  of 
the  father  to  these  his  dutiful  children,  which 
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will,  to  be  obserred,  n«edi  bot  to  be  known. 
Now,  as  thta  repobUo  is  a  mere  artifieial  bod; ; 
and  aa  araoad  and  within  it  there  are  nanj 
who  oooBtantly  digtingnish  the  IVesident  as 
tbmr  "  great  fkther,"  it  wonid  not  require 
inach  ingennity  to  find  ont  some  umilitnde 
between  his  offioe  and  that  of  the  Pope.  Then, 
as  the  ooDHtitation  sbjb  not  one  word  about 
legates  or  nnncioe,  all  that  is  neeeeeary  to  attain 
the  desired  end,  would  be  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  oommisnon  with  Booh  worda;  when,  ao- 
cording  to  this  argnment  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  the  President  alone  would  so  acqnire 
power  to  do  the  very  act  which  he  is  forbidden 
lodo,  if  this  blank  was  fiiled  by  the  proper  name. 

[Here  Ur.  Eihs  intermpted  Hr.  Tazbwkij, 
obsn^ng  he  had  not  meant  to  say  that  the 
mere  change  of  a  name  of  any  public  Minister 
wonld  aathoriie  the  President  to  appoint  one ; 
bnt  that  he  had  said  these  oommiasioners  were 
not  pnblic  Ministers  at  alL  They  were  secret 
Mjnistere  or  private  agents,  like  thoea  formerly 
■ent  to  Sonth  America,  or  the  persons  frequent- 
ly sent  with  deepatches.  The  ^tpointment  of 
none  of  these  had  ever  been  HQbniitted  to  the 
Senate,  hnt  was  always  made  by  the  President 
■lone,  because  sneh  ^ipointmenta  were  not 
especially  provided  for  in  the  constitation.] 

1  thank  the  gen^eman  for  this  correction.  I 
leallf  bad  no  idea  that  it  was  his  pnrpose  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  public  and  secret 
Ministers.  My  impression  was,  diat  his  dis- 
tinction was  run  between  poblic  Ministers  and 
these  eomniisBioners,  who  were  not  snpposed 
to  be  pnblic  Ministers,  because  they  were  not 
so  called;  and  I  was  about  to  show  that  the 
offieera  were  the  same,  although  their  denomi- 
nation was  difFbrent.  However,  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  relieved  me  from  this  trouble. 
Let  roe  then  inquire,  whether  his  aetnal  argn- 
ment is  more  conclusive  than  that  which  I  bad 
■opposed  him  to  have  osed. 

And,  first,  sir,  let  me  ask  my  friend  from 
BlinoiB,  if  these  commissionera  were  not  public 
Int  secret  Ministers,  according  t«  his  seuse  of 
these  latter  words,  whence  the  President  and 
Senate  tt^ether,  much  less  the  President  alone, 
can  derive  the  right  to  appoint  them  I  The 
constitntioD  gives  to  the  President  the  power 
to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  public  Minis- 
ters :  hot  it  would  be  as  diffloult,  I  believe,  to 
find  any  authority  in  it  to  mpoint  secret  Minis- 
ters who  shonld  not  be  poblio  Ministers,  as  it 
would  be  to  conceive  the  idea  of  a  private  agent, 
appointed  to  perform  the  publio  duty  of  neso- 
tiuting  a  treaty,  which,  when  ratified,  is  de- 
elsred  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  our  land.  I 
prs^  we  may  not  coniound  the  character  of  the 
Minister  with  that  of  the  drrty  conferred  upon 
him,  or  with  the  mode  In  which  he  may  he 
directed  to  perform  his  duty.  Doubtlesa,  under 
that  proviuon  of  the  constitution  which  au- 
tfaorises  the  appointment  of  publio  Ministers, 
the  President,  by  and  wiA  the  advice  and  con- 
aent  of  the  Senate,  may  appoint  such  Ministers 


secretly.  They  may  be  instructed  to  depart  se- 
cretly. They  may  be  accredited  secretly.  They 
may  ne^tiate  (as  they  generally  do)  secretly. 
Nsy,  they  may  conclude  a  secret  treaty,  which 
need  not  ho  made  known  until  a  fit  ocoaaion 
arises  to  give  it  the  efiact  of  a  law  by  promulga- 
tion. In  this  sense,  such  Ministers  may  prop- 
erly be  termed  secret  Ministers ;  but  they  are 
nevertheleas  public  Ministers.  Becanse  they 
are  the  Ministers  of  the  public,  commiHuoned 
by  its  Government,  authorized  to  perform  ita 
business,  and  accountable  to  the  publio  for  all 
their  acts  and  omissions  under  their  commis- 
sion. In  one  word,  sir,  they  are  public  Minis- 
ters secretly  appointed,  and  with  secret  instruc- 
tions, but  they  differ  in  nothing  else  from  all 
other  publio  Miniaters,  inasmuch  as  their  com- 
miasiona  are  precisely  the  same  in  both  cases. 
Any  other  idea  than  this  would  present  a  sutiject 
here  of  qaite  as  much  mirth  as  the  comic  scene 
of  Sheridan,  in  which  he  describes  a  secret  con- 
ference of  two  British  Ministers,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  sentinels  at  TUbnry  fort, 
when  one  tells  to  the  other  as  a  profound  se- 
cret what  he  declares  the  other  knew  before. 
A  secret  agent  created  by  letters  patent  under 
the  great  seal,  given  to  him  to  be  ahown^and 
addressed  to  all  whom  it  may  concern.  This, 
sir,  wonld  far  sui^ass  the  sarcastic  irony  of  the 
author  of  "  The  Critic." 

Let  me  not  be  mistrnderstood.  I  do  not  mean 
to  doubt  the  power  of  the  President  to  appoint 
secret  agents  when  and  how  be  pleases;  nor 
do  I  mean  to  advance  any  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of  any 
such  power.  Aa  a  aimple  individual,  I  would 
humbly  suggest  to  him,  if  I  might  be  permitted 
so  to  do,  ^t  whenever  he  stands  in  need  of 
secret  agenta  who  are  really  designed  to  be 
snob,  he  had  better  abstun  from  putting  his 
own  name  to  the  warrant  given  to  them,  and 
never  permit  it  to  be  authenticated  by  the  great 
seaL  Such  a  proceeding  may  sometimes  prove 
hazardous,  and  I  think  would  not  be  very  cred- 
itable to  the  nation  whose  seal  it  is.  But  as  a 
Senator,  I  do  claim  for  the  Senate,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  constitution,  the  right  of  adviaiuE 
and  consenting  to  the  appointment  of  any  ana 
every  officer  of  the  United  Statea,  no  matter 
what  may  be  his  name,  what  his  duties,  or  how 
he  may  be  instructed  to  perform  them.  And 
it  is  only  because  secret  agents  are  not  officers 
of  the  [Jnited  States,  but  the  mere  agents  of 
the  President^  or  of  his  Secretaries,  or  of  his 
military  or  naval  commanders,  that  I  disolum 
all  participation  in  their  appointment. 

It  is  this  distinction  between  officers  of  tJie 
Government,  and  the  mere  agents  of  its  offi- 
cers, which  constitutes  the  striking  differenoe 
between  the  cases  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  and  that  now  before  na.  In  this 
case,  these  commissioners  were  officers  of  the 
United  States — commissioned  aa  such — author- 
ized by  that  commission  to  pledge  our  faith 
and  honor — entitled,  as  the  bearera  of  our  great 
seal,  to  be  regarded  everywhere  as  the  repre- 
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BODtatiTes  of  tbe  Bovereignt7  whose  emblem  it 
ta ;  and  to  claim  all  the  imiuanities  accorded  hy 
the  public  law  to  Ruch  represeotatives  of  soy 
power  DD  earth.  Whereas,  jour  secret  agents 
m  South  America,  jour  bearers  of  deepatohes 
or  newspapers,  et  id  omne  f«nu«,  never  had  any 
commission — had  no  authority  to  pledge  yonr 
fiiith — were  never  trusted  with  jonr  great  seal 
— and  had  not  a  single  privilege  anywhere, 
which  any  other  individual  citizen  might  not 
eqnaUy  well  claim.  In  short,  they  were  not 
offlcersof  the  United  States,  but  tbe  messengers 
(either  Bpcciat  or  general)  of  their  officers.  8ir, 
it  mortifies  me  to  bear  the  high  functionaries 
of  tbe  nation  degraded  bj  a  comparison  with 
such  gentry  as  these ;  and  their  secret  commis- 
sions asaimilated  to  the  warrants  of  messengers, 
or  the  secret  lettars  to  spies,  I  know  hut  one 
of  these  commissioners  personaJly;  but  of  him 
I  will  say,  that  the  some  lofty  spirit  which  re- 
fused to  bring  his  ship  to  Constantinople,  unless 
with  her  ports  triced  np,  her  gnns  shown,  and 
her  flag  and  pennants  all  abroad,  would  have 
made  bim  cast  yonr  parchment  from  him  with 
eoom,  if  it  had  even  been  hinted  that  it  was 
intended  to  constitute  him  any  other  than  a 
pablia  Minister  of  hia  ooantry,  whose  honor 
and  whose  interest  he  had  so  proudly  sustained. 

Bnt,  Mr.  President,  the  question  is  not 
whether  these  commissioners  were  what  tbe 
Senator  from  Illinois  calls  public  Ministers,  bnt 
whether  the;  were  officers  of  the  United  States ; 
for  tbe  President  may  not  make  an  original 
appointment  of  any  such  officers,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  To  deter- 
mine this  question,  yon  must  look  to  their  com- 
mission. This  yon  find  in  the  same  form  with 
every  other ;  and  if  you  will  but  consider  its 
effects  and  consequences,  none  can  doubt  that 
it  constituted  them  officers  of  the  United 
States.  Suppose  that  the  Grand  Seignior,  a^r 
accrediting  these  commissioners,  hod  sent  them 
to  the  Seven  Towers,  must  not  everybody  ad- 
mit that  the  honor  of  this  nation  would  have 
obliged  it  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to  itself 
by  such  an  indignity  to  its  representatives,  pro- 
tected, as  they  would  have  been,  by  the  pnolio 
lawt  Or  suppose  that  any  of  these  commis- 
tioners  had  been  bribed,  or  had  been  guilty  of 
any  other  high  crime  agunst  their  faith  and 
the  duty  confided  to  them.  Does  any  one 
donbt  that  they  might  have  been  impeached  t 
And  yet,  forsooth,  they  are  not  officers  of  the 
United  States,  hut  mere  secret  agents,  like  the 
bearers  of  despauhos  or  newspapers,  who,  as 
we  all  know,  receive  as  little  consideration  at 
home  as  they  are  entitled  to  expect  abroad. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  not- 
withstanding he  affirms  this  to  be  eiractly  like 
the  Panama  cose,  and  therefore  clear,  yet  en- 
deavors to  distinguish  it  a  tittle,  in  order  to 
make  it  clearer  than  that,  if  possible.  He  tells 
us  that  one  of  these  commissioners,  Mr.  Rhind, 
was  r^ularly  appointed  consul  at  Odessa,  by 
tbe  President,  acting  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  given  at  our  last  seseion. 


That  he  being  thns  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  might  charge  him  with 
whatever  instrnctiona  might  seem  necessary, 
even  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey.  It  is 
so  common  in  this  country  (where  the  thirst 
for  office  is  insatiable)  to  continue  the  tities  of 
Governors  of  States,  and  militia  offices,  to 
those  who  have  once  filled  snch  places,  not  only 
wherever  they  may  be,  but  so  long  as  they  live, 
that  I  am  not  snrprised  the  SenUor  from  Mary- 
land should  feel  disposed  to  enlarge  this  cnstom 
a  little ;  especially  when  a  barren  name  may  be 
made  the  fruitful  varent  of  so  mnch  eiecntive 
power  as  he  thns  tnums  for  it.  Henceforward, 
we  mnst  not  only  say,  I  snppoee,  that  once  a 
consul,  and  always  a  consul,  bat,  also,  that 
once  a  oonsnl  anywhere,  and  always  a  conaol 
everywhere.  Nay,  if  it  be  true  that  this  consul 
to  the  Russian  port  of  Odessa  may,  virtttU 
o^ii,  be  metamornhoeed  by  the  mere  instmo- 
tions  of  the  Presiaent,  or  lather  of  tbe  Secre- 
tary  of  State,  into  a  negotiator  at  Oonstantioo- 
ple  of  a  treaty  with  the  Ottoman  empire,  it 
will  he  very  difficult  to  find  a  limit  to  consular 
functions.  Thus^  that  thing  called  a  oonsnl, 
the  lowest  in  the  diplomatic  scale,  without  pay, 
power^  or  privilege,  may  be  converted  into  the 
most  important  innotionary  the  United  States 
can  have  ahrood.  Sir,  it  wonld  have  been  a 
subject  worthy  of  Hogarth's  pencil,  I  ima^a, 
to  have  represented  the  interview  between  Ur. 
Rhind  and  the  Beis  Effendi,  the  proud  repre- 
sentative of  his  haughty  sovereign,  if,  when 
they  first  met  to  exchange  their  powers,  th« 
"  onristjon  dog  "  hod  presented  to  him  a  consu- 
lar diploma  to  Odessa,  as  the  equivalent  of  hU 
fall  powers.  It  would  gratify  me  much  to  hear 
from  anybody  what  would  have  been  the  state 
of  the  negotiation,  i^  pendente  liu,  the  Rnsaiaii 
autocrat  bad  revoked  Mr.  Rhind's  exeqtiotur, 
and  so  terminated  his  functions  as  consul  at 
Odessa.  Bat  suppose  we  might  thus  justify  Mr. 
Rhind's  appointment,  what  is  to  be  stud  for 
Biddle?  He  was  no  consul  to  Odessa,  nor  any- 
where else ;  ivor  did  he  bear  any  diplomatic  au- 
thority, save  what  this  commission  conferred 
upon  him.  It  is  tme  that  he  bore,  and  gal- 
]antiy  bore,  the  commission  of  a  post  captun  in 
tbe  navy  of  the  United  States ;  but  snrely  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  a  naval  or  military 
officer  may,  virivte  officii,  be  transformed  into 
a  diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade, 
by  the  mere  instmctions  of  a  Secretary  of  State, 
or  a  simple  order  of  the  President  alone.  The 
officerSj  J  am  sure,  onght  to  object  to  this ;  for 
if  so  littie  ceremony  is  nece«eary  in  the  one 
case,  as  littie  would  be  requisite  in  its  converse ; 
and  when  naval  officers  may,  by  a  word  from 
the  President,  or  his  Secretaries,  be  converted 
into  public  Ministers  to  negotiate  treaties,  the 
latter,  by  a  process  equally  summary,  may  be 
made  the  commanders  of  onr  fieets  and  armies. 
But  the  President  himself  has  answered  ttiis 
argument.  He  did  not  suppose  that  orders  and 
instructions  alone  would  authorize  consuls,  post 
captuns,  or  anybody  else,  to  make  tr^tiea. 
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He  knew  well  tbst  a  pleoipotentEaiy 
HOQ  was  requlnte,  and  therefore  grtuited  these 
"letters  pateat "  for  that  Tery  parpoge.  Nor 
will  he,  1  shoold  think,  fisel  mach  obliged  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Uarrland,  for  the 
imputation  necessaril;  implied  in  this  ailment, 
the  nim  and  substance  of  which  is,  that  mean- 
iag  to  Degotiate  a  treatj  with  Turkey,  and  to 
M>neeal  uda  hia  object  from  tbe  Benate,  the 
n«rident  nominated  to  thero,  as  a  mere  coDsnl 
to  Odessa,  him  whom  he  had  appointed  a  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  for  that  porpoaa. 

Hr.  President,  there  in  one  more  argument 
which  I  see  I  hare  to  answer,  and  then  I  will 
have  done  with  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
honorable  Senator  ftom  niinois  (Mr.  Kakb) 
tdls  me  that  I  come  too  late ;  that  the  Senate 
have  already  ad-rised  the  ratification  of  tbe 
treaty;  and,  by  bo  doing,  have  approved  the 
appointment  of  the  ministers  who  ne^tiated 
it.  Therefore,  I  am  now  estopped  to  urge  any 
ol^ection  to  these  appointments.  For  my  par- 
tieidar  emancipation  from  this  anppoaed  estop- 
pel, I  appeal  to  the  knowledge  of  all  my  breth- 
ren of  the  Senate,  who  have  heard  my  protas- 
tadona,  and  witnessed  my  continual  claim  to 
file  right  which  is  now  .sooght  to  be  barred  by 
tins  strange  limitation.  Nor  can  I  permit  this 
argnment,  as  anplied  to  the  Senate,  to  pass  nn- 
notioed.  Aa  doctrine  it  is  not  correct,  how- 
ever certain  it  may  be  as  fact. 

I  come  too  late.  I  stand  here  to  vindicate 
the  sanctity  of  the  constitution,  which  has  been 
violated — to  assert  the  high  privileges  of  this 
body  whiob  have  been  InfKnged ;  and  here, 
VTta  here,  in  this  its  very  hall,  I  am  told  by 
otK  of  its  honorable  members,  Aat  I  come  too 
late !  I  know  it,  sir ;  I  do  come  too  late. 
"  Tia  tme ;  and  pity  'tia,  'tis  true."  But  it  is 
only  trae  as  faot,  and  not  as  doctrine.  I  can- 
not undo  what  has  been  done,  or  prevent  the 
wound  that  tuts  been  already  inflicted — for 
tluB,  I  do  come  too  late.  But  I  do  not  come 
too  late  to  warn  those  who  sent  me  here,  that 
their  oonstitntion  has  been  violated.  I  do  not 
oome  too  late  to  satisfy  those  with  whom  I  am 
here  associated,  that  their  chartered  rights 
have  been  impaired.  I  do  not  come  too  late  to 
heal  those  wonads  which  onght  not  to  have 
been  inflicted,  or  to  strive  to  prevent  the  repe- 
tition of  such  injmieB  in  fhtnre. 

Nor  doea  the  estoppel  which  has  been  relied 
vpon,  oonstitnte  even  a  jnst  technical  objection 
to  tlie  aasertion  of  the  bt^h  privileges  which  I 
hare  proposed  to  maintam.  There  is  no  con- 
nectioQ  between  the  ratification  of  a  treaty, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  persona  eommis- 
sioned  to  negotiate  it,  e3c«>t  what  concerns 
the  foreign  State.  To  the  Grand  Seignior  we 
need  not,  we  most  not  say,  that  we  ratify  the 
beatj  conclnded  with  him,  bat  deny  the  an- 
thority  of  the  persons  appointed  by  ourselves 
to  negotiate  it  It  would  be  idle,  nay,  it  wonld 
be  base  to  do  so ;  for  he  would  hold  up  to  ns 
the  "fnU  power"  granted  to  these  negotiators 
by  aVT  own  OMef  Magistrate,  tmder  the  sacred 
Voi.3X-^U 


seal  of  oar  own  nation.  This,  indeed,  we  are 
estopped  to  deny  to  him ;  nor  wontd  tt  comport 
with  the  character  of  onr  people,  to  suffer  any 
other  earthly  sovereign  to  pass  apoa  tbe  ques- 
tion raised,  as  to  its  misuse.  But  here,  at  home, 
itseems  somewhat  paradoxical  to  say  that  wemay 
not  deny  to  ourselves  that  which  it  is  affirmed  by 
ourselves  that  ourselves  have  done.  This  would 
be  a  most  extraordinary  estoppel  indeed. 

Short  as  is  our  history,  it  nevertheless  far- 
mshes  several  examples  of  AQnisters  who  have 
exceeded  their  instmctions,  and  of  ofBcers  who 
have  violated  their  orders.  Reasons  of  policy 
have  induced  the  Government  to  adopt  some 
of  these  acts,  and  to  justify  others  to  foreign 
States.  But,  until  now,  it  has  never  been  sup- 
posed by  any,  that  these  reasons  of  Stale  policy 
were  of  sufflcient  force  to  preclude  all  inquiry 
into  the  breaches  of  onr  own  laws,  mnch  less 
into  the  violations  of  our  constitution  itself. 
A  treaty  is  ratified,  no  matter  how  or  by  whom 
concluded,  whenever  it  is  believed  to  be  pro- 
motive of  the  public  good.  Bat  if  this  raUfloa- 
tion  necessarily  implie  a  justification  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  in  the  appointment 
of  the  n^^tiators ;  and  if  by  such  ratification 
we  are  estopped  to  deny  this,  then,  indeed,  has 
the  time  come,  when  onr  opinion  of  tbe  general 
welfare  is  the  snbstJtnte  for  the  requirements 
of  the  charter. 

But  how  does  this  question  come  before  ns  ? 
An  amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill  is  here 
proposed,  the  object  of  which  amendment  is  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  more  of  the  pnb- 
lio  revenue  than  was  contemplated  by  the  other 
House,  where  the  bill  originated.  If  thia 
amendment  obtuns.  the  bill  so  amended  most 
be  sent  back  for  the  approval  of  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  When  there,  who  will  be 
hardy  enough  to  afi3rm  that  these  constitutional 
guardians  of  tbe  money  of  the  people  are 
estopped  from  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of 
granting  what  may  be  assed,  and  of  the  mode 
in  which  the  grant  should  be  made  f  Such  on 
affirmation  would  be  carrying  the  claim  of  Ex- 
ecutive power  to  an  extent  never  before  heard 
of.  Yet  it  mast  be  conoeded  oa  all  bonds,  that 
the  power  of  the  Senate  over  this  ^propriation 
bill  is  precisely  the  same,  neither  greater  nor 
less,  than  that  of  the  other  Honse.  What  then 
becomes  of  this  doctrine  of  estoppels,  urged 
upon  the  Senate  to  prevent  the  assertion  of 
their  constitutional  rights  t 

JSi.  President,  I  have  now  done  with  this 
part  of  the  subject;  and  I  will  detain  yon  but 
a  few  moments  in  examining  the  second  ques- 
tion, la  discussing  this,  I  am  obliged  to  eon- 
cede,  gratia  argumenti,  that  the  President,  - 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  might  lawfully 
have  instituted  this  mission,  by  making  these 
original  appointments.  Yet^  granting  this.  I 
nevertheleaa  contend  that  it  was  his  bonnden 
duty  to  have  submitted  to  the  SeoDte  at  their 
next  session  the  temporary  appointment  of 
these  Ministers.  I  have  not  heard  a  single 
inggestion  even  whispered  in  exouse,  ma^  less 


ABRIDOMEHT  OF  THE 


SnATB.] 


nrtuk  OomwunioH — Povero/Ae  Pnndait  to  OriginaU  Jiimemi,      [F^uiubt^  18S1- 


in  justification  of  this  omission,  except  tbe  fact 
supposed  hj  the  honorable  Senator  from  IlIinoiB, 
which  he  most  pardon  me  for  saying,  whether 
it  maj  l>e  as  supposed  or  not,  does  not,  in  any 
way,  alter  tie  case,  Nay,  this  solitary  argu- 
ment itself  implies,  that  if  the  fact  be  not  as  is 
supposed,  this  omission  has  no  defence. 
My  friend  from  Illinois  sajrs,  and  says  very 


the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  that  is  to  say, 
nntil  the  Slat  of  May,  1830 ;  and  this  withont 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  then 
argnes  that  the  treaty  was  ooncladed  on  the  Ttb 
of  Hay,  1830,  wherenpon  these  ITmisters  be- 
came jimeti  officiit,  ceased  to  be  the  officers  of 
the  GovernmeDt,  and  therefore  '^  wonld  have 
been  quit«  idle  and  nnnecessary  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  nominated  them  to  the  Senate. 

Now,  if  all  this  should  be  granted,  it  consti- 
tntM  no  jnstiflcation  to  the  Eieautive,  becanse 
it  is  obvionsly  an  afterthoneht  that  conld  not 
have  occnrred  to  them  nntil  long  after  the  ses- 
aion  of  tbe  Senate.  If  Washington  and  Con- 
stantinople, instead  of  being  se&arated  as  they 
are  by  two  seas,  were  connectea  by  a  railroad. 
along  which  the  conveyance  might  be  as  ra^id 
as  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  the  in- 
telligence of  any  event  occurring  in  the  Tnrkish 
capital,  on  the  7th  of  May,  oonld  not  be  com- 
municatad  much  beyond  the  Western  islands 
by  the  Slst  of  that  month.  Then  the  demand 
is  of  an  impossibility,  which  would  have  ns  sup- 
pose  that  the  Execntlve  knew  of  the  conclusion 
of  this  treaty,  and  therefore  did  not  make  the 
nominations  of  these  Ministers  to  the  Senate 
dnring  their  last  session.  And  the  question  ia 
to  be  tried,  not  by  the  fact,  bnt  by  their  knawl- 
edge  of  it.  I  pray  the  Senate  to  notice  the 
varions  and  contradictory  modes  resorted  to 
for  enlarging  the  power  of  the  Executive.  If 
Mr.  Khind  had  died  on  the  Tth  of  May,  and  it 
had  been  judged  expedient  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
happening  by  bis  death,  all  agree  that  the  Pres- 
ident mi^t  properly  have  done  so  daring  the  last 
recess.  Becanse,  althongh  this  event  h^ipened, 
it  conld  not  have  been  known  here  during  the 
last  session  of  the  Senate.  Bnt  if  Mr.  lUiind 
makes  a  treaty  on  the  same  day,  this  after-dis- 
covered fact,  altbongh  equally  unknown  to  the 
President  when  the  Senate  adjourned,  is  urged 
to  justify  him  for  not  laying  Mr.  Rbind's  ap- 
poutment  before  the  Senate  at  their  last  ses- 
uoo,  although  this  appointment  was  made  here 
(and  therefore  well  known)  eight  months  be- ' 
fore  that  session  terminated. 

Is  it  a  fact,  however,  that  this  treaty  was 
concluded  on  the  7th  of  May  1  It  is  true  the 
instrnment  bears  that  date ;  bnt  we  all  know 
that  it  coidd  not  have  been  then  concluded. 
Because  it  is  absolntely  certain  that  two  of  the 
commissioners  had  not  then  reached  Constan- 
tinople ;  and  that,  without  their  approbation, 
even  the  Turkish  Government  would  not  con- 


sent to  consider  the  project  as  a  treaty  con- 
cluded. When  then  was  it  concluded?  Cer- 
tainly not  so  late  as  the  89th  of  May.  Becaoss 
we  have  on  our  files  a  letter  of  that  date,  writ- 
ten by  one  of  these  coihmissioners  to  another, 
urging  many  arguments  to  induce  him  to  «gn 
it.  Ovt  the  next  day,  (the  SOtb,)  another  com- 
misuoner  writes  to  the  Becrrtary  of  State,  say- 
ing that  he  had  that  day  dgned  the  treaty; 
but  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  Senate, 
showing  when  it  was  signed  by  bis  associates. 

Soppose,  however,  that  it  was  signed  by  all 
the  commissioners  on  or  before  the  SOth  of  May, 
The  iustrnmenta  were  still  to  be  exchanged  be- 
fore the  business  of  the  negotiation  could  be 
concluded;  and  we  have  uio  strongest  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  this  was  not  done  on 
that  day  in  the  fact  apparent  upon  our  own 
journals  that  the  SOth  of  May  last  was  Snnday. 
Now  does  any  man  believe  that  these  ministers 
of  a  Christian  people  would  have  thus  publicly 
profaned  tlie  Cnristisn  sabbath  at  a  Mahometan 
conrt,  and  under  the  view  of  all  the  Ministers 
of  the  powers  of  Christendonr  there  convened  t 
I  do  not  put  this  even  upon  the  ground  of  tb^ 
Christian  fcuthj  bnt  upon  the  ground  of  national 
pride  and  national  honor,  always  involved  in 
the  condact  of  the  nation's  Ministers.  My  life 
upon  it,  tliere  is  one  of  these  commissionera 
wno  would  have  willingly  suffered  even  impal- 
ing before  he  would  have  so  degraded  himself 
and  his  country  in  the  eyes  of  all  Christendom. 
But  if  this  work  was  not  completed  on  the  ^Otli 
May,  it  conld  not  have  been  done  until  the 
Slst ;  and  on  the  morning  of  thi?  day  our  jour- 
nals show  that  the  Senate  a^onmed.  N~ow, 
whether  the  exchange  of  tbe  ^^aties,  (if  made 
on  that  day,)  or  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate, 
took  place  first,  is  n  question  which  1  will  leave 
to  be  decided  by  those  who  cui. better  oalcaltite 
the  difference  of  longitude,  and  who  may  know 
more  of  tbe  etiquette  of  the  Tnrkish  court  than 
I  do.  This  is  done  the  more  readily,  because  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  work  was  not  completed 
nntil  the  1st  of  June.  For  I  find  a  letter  of 
that  date  addressed  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  and  giving  the 
first  intelligence  of  its  conclusion ;  and  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  these  commissioners  wonld  have 
lost  no  time  in  conununicating  to  their  Govern- 
ment the  consummation  of  tbis  tedious  affair. 

Let  it  be,  however,  that  the  treaty  was  con- 
cluded st  any  time  genUemen  please.  Did  the 
Ministers  cease  to  be  such  the  moment  their 
work  was  done  f  Will  the  "  salaries  "  proposed 
to  be  allowed  to  them  cease  at  that  time  ? 
Were  they  not  entitled  to  the  common  priv- 
ilege of  a  member  of  Congress,  or  even  of  a  vrit- 
nesa  tTind/)  manenAo  at  redeundoT  1  pray,  sir, 
that  we  may  not  continue  to  perplex  ourselves 
by  confounding  the  ofBcer  with  bb  duties. 
These  commissioners  were  Ministers  before 
they  began  to  negotiate^ they  were  Ministers 
throughout  tbe  negotiation ;  and  Mnistera  they 
continued  to  be,  at  least  while  they  remained 
at  the  Turkish  court,  whether  engaged  in  per- 
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fonnins  the  Bpe<ual  aervioe  for  which  thej  were 
deputed,  or  otherwise.  The  immunities  con- 
terreA  apon  them  bj  the  poblic  l&w  attach  not 
to  the  antj  to  be  performed,  but  the  office 
created  hj  the  commiMion  fur  its  perform&ace. 
The  Snltiui  would  have  oSended  juat  u  much 
i^ainst  the  law,  bj  Bufferitig  indigaity  to  be 
offered  to  any  of  these  Miniatera  after  the  treaty 
was  coQcInded,  aa  before  -,  aa  much  if  the  uego- 
'  tiation  bad  never  commenced,  or  been  broken 
o^  as  if  it  had  coutinned.  Bat  we  know  that 
these  commisgioners  remained  at  Oonstantino- 
pie  cert^ly  until  the  Btb  of  June,  for  we  bave 
Qpon  our  filea  official  letters  of  that  date,  writ^ 
ten  by  them  at  that  place.  Then  what  becomes 
of  thia  vindication,  rested  aa  it  ia  upon  nnknown 
e  vento,  occurring  atBOmedoubtfolperiodoftimet 
Ur.  Preudent,  my  strength  is  almost  KOue, 
and  yoDT  patience  mast  be  at  least  as  mncn  ex- 
hausted, yet  a  few  words  more — I  hope  they 
ma}  be  liie  last  with  whioh  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  trouble  you.  For  many  years  have  I 
watched  the  working  of  Uiis  Government,  and 
have  seen  it  steadi^  advancing  to  that  condi- 
tion to  which  onr  most  sagacioiis  statesmen 
ioBf  ago  predicted  it  must  one  day  come.  Oc- 
casional obstructions  to  its  onward  motion 
have  sometimes  cheered  me  with  the  hope  that 
these  predictions  wonld  not  be  verified.  Nor 
will  I  ever  part  with  this  hope,  while  this  body 
remains  true  to  itself  and  faithful  to  the  Stat«a 
whose  sovereignties  are  here  represented.  Bat' 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  late,  is  not  well 
calculated  to  cherish  hope.  The  time  is  not 
far  distant,  nay,  it  is  at  hand,  when  the  the- 
oredo  maxim  of  the  British  law  will  become  a 
practieal  jple  for  the  American  people.  The 
English  jurists  tell  as  that "  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong,"  and  eoon  may  we  expect  to  hear  this 
fiction  of  the  British  Government  transferred 
to  oora,  as  a  solemn  troth  affirmed  of  onr  Pres- 
ident. I  wish  we  may  be  able  to  introduce 
with  this  principle  the  corrective  it  flnds  in  the 
Government  from  whence  it  is  borrowed. 
There,  although  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  his 
ICniaters  are  responsiUe  for  all  the  bad  advice 
they  give  him. 

In  the  instance  before  ua,  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  the  President  lias  not  knowiugly  vio- 
lated the  constitution,  or  designed  to  impair 
the  lizhta  of  the  Senate,  or  desired  to  usurp  for 
himseTf  the  entire  and  absolute  control  over  all 
appointments,  although  snob  certainly  is  the 
e^ict  of  his  acts.  In  the  mode  in  ivhich  busi- 
neaa  of  tliis  kind  is  done,  as  we  all  know,  many 
circumstances  may  hare  existed,  to  aiisoive  the 
Preadent  from  all  design  to  exert  any  such 
power  as  has  been  here  put  in  practice,  in  order 
t6  produce  such  effects.  But  what  must  we 
say  of  his  Uinisters,  the  bonnden  duty  of  some 
of  whom  it  is,  to  present  to  him  the  facta  as 
the;  know  them  to  lie.  Of  hia  cabinet,  four 
wer«  members  of  this  body  during  the  memor- 
able Panama  discnasion.  One  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy)  was  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  declaratory  of  our  rights,  and  deny- 


ing to  the  President  the  power  then  olumed, 
and  here  exercised.  Another  of  them  (the 
Secretary  of  State)  stood  by  my  side  in  that 
debate,  the  able  advocate  of  those  rights,  elo- 
qaeully  denouncing  the  claim  of  power  then 
preferred,  as  but  a  part  of  a  long-settled  system 
covertly  to  increase  the  influance  and  patronage 
of  the  Executive.  And  all  four  united  with  me 
in  the  vote  given  upon  that  occasion.  Bur- 
roonded  by  such  advisers,  jf  no  voice  was  raised 
to  admonish  him,  if  no  friendly  caution  was 
given  to  him  by  any  of  those  whose  opinion 
npon  this  subject  was  so  well  known,  and  oive 
of  whom  had  in  his  own  office  a  fall  represen- 
tation of  all  the  fkcts  existing  in  the  case,  It 
onght  not  lo  be  matter  of  much  astonishment, 
if  the  President  should  have  regarded  it  aa  one 
of  common  pccnrrence ;  and  the  omission  to 
lay  the  ^pointmeuta  l}efare  the  Benate  at  their 
next  session  may  possibly  have  been  accidental. 
I  know  not  how  Uiis  matter  stands ;  but  this  I 
know,  that  if  sach  a  representation  had  ever 
been  made  to  the  Senate,  I  sboald  never  have 
been  heard  to  censure  mere  oversights,  «■  acta 
of  any  kind  nnconscioualy  done.  When  honor- 
able Senators,  however,  instead  of  excusing, 
seek  to  justify  what  has  been  done,  and  this 
too  by  such  arguments  aa  we  have  beard, 
whicti,  if  sound,  must  suffice  to  perpetuate  this 
power,  the  case  asaimiea  a  very  different  aspect 
mdeed.  Under  thia  different  aspect,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  consider  it. 

For  thus  regarding  it,  I  know  well  what  I 
am  to  encounter.  I  have  seen  the  writing  on 
the  walL  I  know  the  finger  by  whioh  it  is  in- 
scribed. It  needs  no  Daniel  to  interpret  it. 
But,  sir,  it  is  my  consolation  to  know,  uiat  the 
balance  in  which  I  shall  be  weighed,  will  never 
be  held  by  any  executive  officer  of  this  Govem- 
meat,  be  he  who  he  may.  They  who  sent 
me  here,  placed  me  aa  a  warder  on  the  watoh- 
tower,  to  warn  of  the  approach  of  danger.  I 
wiU  not  p]ay  the  shephenl's  boy,  and  cry  oat 
when  there  is  none.  But  when  the  danger 
stands  oooftsaed  before  me,  come  it  ta  what 
"questionable  shape"  it  may,  I  wiU  do  my 
duty.  That  duty  is  now  done,  dr;  to  what 
end,  tbejudgment  of  the  Senate  will  decide. 

Mr.  Eanx  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  Ur.  Taeewbll. 

Mr.  WooDBDBY  next  rose,  and  obaerred,  that 
in  Bome  respects  his  positian  resembled  the  gen- 
tleman's from  Kew  Jersey ;  but  in  certain  par- 
tiaularg  they  differed.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  not 
spoken  at  all,  nor  voted  on  the  resolution  of 
1826,  BO  aa  to  commit  himself  on  the  power  of 
the  President  to  moke  known  public  and  regu- 
lar diplomatic  appointments  without  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Semite.  But  on  that 
subject  he  then  formed  decisive  opinions,  whioh 
still  remuned  nncbanged ;  and  if  that  resolu- 
tion had  not  been  laid  upon  the  table,  contrary 
to  his  vote,  be  would  have  placed  those  opin- 
ions on  onr  legislative  records.  He  should  not 
now,  for  a  momeat,  hesitate  to  avow  that  those 
opinions,  so  far  as  regarded  the  construodon  of 
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coontrj,  we  can  here  exclude  them.  Bat  all 
niDBt  admit,  tbat,  eo  far  as  tbe  ooiuitrj  has 
profit«d  by  their  eiertiona,  so  far  they  onght  in 
some  way  to  be  paid,  whether  their  appoint- 
meuta  were  regolar  or  irregnlar.  In  making 
the  compenaatioii,  whether  in  this  or  a  separate 
bill,  we  coold  equally  avoid  the  other  dimcnlty 
of  onng  langoage  oalcnlated  to  express  an  opin- 
ion on  the  irregolarity  of  (heir  appoinLmeittB.  , 
He  was  aaxioaa  as  any  body  to  avoid  inoonsis- 
tenoy,  and  to  relieve  any  gentleman  ftem  any 
set  of  words  snch  as  charges,  oatfits,  &c.,  which 
might  seem  to  imply  an  expressed  c^inion  that 
these  agents  were  regular  barges,  commission- 
ers, or  any  other  class,  by  whatever  name,  of 
pnblic  or  accredited  diplomatic  officers.  On 
this  point  he  deemed  it  embarrassiof  and  nn- 
neoefsary  to  go  into  any  sobtle  investigations. 
The  present  administratioQ  had  only  followed 
tbe  steps  of  the  past  one  in  sending  agents  to 
Constantinople.  If  a  part  of  the  Senate  deem- 
ed them  legal  and  constitational  appointments 
of  public  regnlar  agents,  as  made  to  £11  vacan- 
cies, they  conid  vote  for  the  appropriation  on 
tbat  ground.  If  a  portion  deemed  them  not 
such  appointments,  bat  private  informal  agents, 
equally  legal  and  equally  oonstjtational,  they 
would  Tota  for  the  appropriation  on  that 
ground.  If  others  deemed  them  to  belong  to 
neither  of  these  classes,  they  might  vote  for  it 
on  the  broad  ground  before  mentioned,  and 
which  the  Senator  from  Virginia  concedes,  that 
i&  having  reaped  advantages  ih)m  their  ser- 
vices, they  are  willing  to  bestow  on  them  a 
^id  pro  qvo,  or  a  gwantem  meruit.  Ae  the 
amenoment  offered  by  his  friend  on  the  right, 
leit  no  implication  of  a  specific  opinion  on  those 
questions,  it  was  tbe  most  preferable,  and 
should  receive  his  support.  It  avoided  a  ase- 
lass  contxoversy ;  it  relinqniehed  no  power  on 
"  le  part  of  the  Senate,  and  0)>ened  no  door  to 
mger  or  encroachment 
For  himself^  he  always  hetieved  that  the 
President  conld  appoint  secret,  informal,  dlplo- 
matio  agents,  without  onr  advioe,  and  pay  them 
out  of  the  contingent  fand.  By  this  amend- 
ment, we  only  increased  that  i^d  to  meet  this 
new  and  nnnsual  burden  of  the  TnrkisL  uego- 
tiation  by  snoh  agents;  and  one  which  all, 
probably,  admitted  to  he  a  Just  burden  on  the 
Treasury  in  some  shape  or  other.  Over  that 
fund,  to  its  whole  extent,  the  President  alone 
a  Bonnd  discretion,  both  as  to  the  indi- 
vidaals  employed,  and  the  amount  of  their  sal* 
aries,  whether  $500  or  |6,000  a  year.  Both 
Houses  of  Congress  have  deemed  it  wise  and 
constitutional  to  place  in  his  handa,  and  bis 
hands  alone,  a  power  to  appoint  and  expend  to 
that  extent;  and  if  he  exoMds  it,  noremunera- 
can  be  had  without  onr  subsequent  appro- 
bation.  The  agents  thos  employed  hava  no 
fixed  pnblic  diplomatic  powers.  They  are  not 
leachable  ae  officers.  They  cannot  commit 
ler  House  of  Oongreag  without  onr  sabao- 
qnent  assent.  They  can  make  no  treaties  with- 
out our  Bnbseqnent  oonsenL    It  is  the  PrciBi- 


tor  trout  Yir^nia.  On  that  point,  however 
much  they  might  differ  on  other  pobts,  he 
agreed  with  him  throughout,  entirely. 

Hr.  W.  said  he  never  supposed  that  the  enu- 
meration of  Uinlsters,  Judges.  &c.,  in  the  consti- 
tution gave  power  to  appomt  any  parUcuIar 
Minister  or  Judge  till  a  law  or  a  speciflo  appro- 
priation created  a  particular  office ;  and  that 
then  the  President's  power,  as  well  as  oar  own 
in  snch  oases,  commencced,  we  acting  with 
him  as  to  fiitnre  vacancies  during  the  session  of 
Congress,  and  he  acting  alone,  if  he  chooses,  as 
to  vacancies  daring  onr  recess,  so  as  to  appoint 
until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  seuion.  This 
was  tbe  fur  and  safe  oonetmotion.  He  should 
not  now  dwell  on  tbe  exceptions 
general  principle,  nor  npon  its  various  limita- 
tions, llie  hour  was  too  late,  and  the  question 
too  irrelevant  to  the  real  inquiry  now  before 
the  Senate.  That  inqniry  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  very  narrow  one.  If  the  House  would  spare 
him  a  minut«  on  the  true  question  in  issue,  he 
wonld  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that  the  diffi- 
culty was  wholly  one  of  form  rather  than  snb- 
stanoe,  and  that  the  amendment  of  his  friend 
tram  Illinois  would,  he  honied,  remove  even  the 
objection  of  form. 

What  was  the  fear  of  the  gentleman  from 
yir^niat  Tbat  by  voting  for  the  present  ap- 
propriation he  might  seem  to  sanction  what  in 
1826  he  and  all  of  us,  who  then  thought  with 
him,  gloried  in  having  disapproved.  We  all 
stilt  disapprove  of  It  But  he  (Mr.  Tazbwbll) 
distinctly  admttt«d  that  a  compensation  ought 
to  he  made  to  the  agents  to  an  extent  equiva- 
lent to  their  servioes,  though  their  appoint- 
ments may  have  been  irregnlar  from  mistake, 
preoedrait,  or  otherwise,  '^e,  he  wished  it  to 
originate  in  the  other  House,  and  to  be  included 
fa)  a  separate  bill.    Now,  it  was  well  known, 


concluded,  till  after  the  appropriati 
reported  in  the  other  House ;  and  in  snoh  oase 
It  was  usual  to  insert  claims  here.  It  was  also 
proper  and  manly  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  though  oensurea  for  it,  to  recommend 
the  compensation  to  the  old  agents  under  the 
last  administration  as  well  as  to  the  new  agents. 
Vbat,  then,  is  the  whole  difference,  conceding, 
a  moment,  for  armament,  tbat  these  appoint- 
ments were  irregmar?  Is  it  whether  yon  shall 
pay  them  in  a  separate  bill,  or  in  the  general 
appropriation  bill !  And  this  also  at  a  late 
perioa  in  our  session,  when  a  separate  bill  could 
not  probably  be  originated  and  passed  in  the 
usual  course  of  business.  It  resolves  itself  then 
entirely  into  a 'question  of  form.  Every  advan- 
tage to  be  obtuned  by  a  separate  bill  can  be 
secured  here.  We  can  here,  as  in  such  a  bilL 
limit  the  snm  to  tiie  supposed  benefit  derived 
to  the  pnblio  from  the  services  of  each  agent, 
or  leave  it  to  be  apportioned  by  the  President. 
It^  fa  our  opinion,  the  services  of  any  have  been 
already  amply  paid,  or  were  nseleas  to  the 
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dent  and  Smote  who  make  treaties,  who  give 
them  Ttlidity,  and  not  the  draaghtflmeii,  or 
dgners,  whether  the^  be  regular  or  iiregnlar 

Xnts.  No  danger  oonld  accme  from  this 
w  of  Execntive  powers.  The  doiaga  of 
agents,  appointed  without  oar  advice,  in  mak- 
ing treaties,  whether  in  the  session  or  daring 
the  recess  of  Congress,  may  or  may  not  be  ap- 
proved bj  ns  in  tie  ratification,  and  maj  or 
maf  not  be  approved  bj  the  two  Hooses  of 
Congress  in  saltseqaent  appropriations  to  oarrj 
the  treaties  into  efibct.  In  the  case  of  the 
Floricia  treaty,  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  without 
lua  nomination  being  eabmitted  to  the  Senate, 
we  not  only  approvM  the  treaty,  bnt  Congress 
afterwards  appropriated  five  millions  to  carry 
It  into  effect.  The  late  Anstrian  treaty  was 
made  in  the  same  way  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  State ;  and,  if  either  of  the  agents  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  had  a  oommisaion 
under  the  broad  seal  or  the  narrow  seal,  they 
had  it  without  eonsolting  the  Senate.  It^wos 
not  intended,  any  more  than  in  this  case,  to 
give  them  the  character  of  public  diplomatic 
cAcera,  bat  ot  mere  temporary  i^nta  with 
■pedal  powers.  Their  additional  pay,  like- 
wise, tf  they  had  any,  was  either  from  the  b»- 
cret  or  from  the  contingent  funds. 

He  differed,  however,  from  his  friends  who 
had  spoken  on  the  same  side,  as  to  the  impera- 
tive effect  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by 
na,  as  imposing  an  obligation  to  pay  the  agents 
it  all  events.  We  ratified  the  treatry  becanse 
we  deemed  it  beneficial:  cert^nly  that  was  his 
opinion.  Bnt  the  agents,  or  some  of  them, 
might  appear  to  us  to  have  l>een  so  little  nsefiil 
in  the  negotiatioiL  as  to  justify  no  compensation 
on  the  ground  of  a  {quantum  meruit.  When 
the  President  employed  and  pdd  them  ont  of 
the  contingent  fund,  he  aloae  exercised  a  dis- 
cretion on  this,  and  went  into  those  oonsidera' 
tions,  unless  he  had  before  made  with  them 
specific  contracts  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
compensation.  But,  when  we  were  called  on 
to  appropriate  anew,  and  in  a  specific  or  gen- 
eral form,  for  this  object,  we  had  the  power  to 
affix  any  reasonable  limits  to  that  appropria- 
tion. Here  we  proposed  to  add  to  the  general 
contingent  fond  odTj  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
leaving  tbe  President,  within  that  sum,  to  ex- 
Hcise  his  own  discretion,  and  make  «uoh  dis- 
criminations as  Justice  required. 

'WsamMDAY,  Febmary  23. 
The  Tnrhith  Oommmum. 

The  Senate  having  again  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  amenoment  proposed  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  by  Mr.  Tazbwili., 

Jtr.  JUniroBTOir  sud ;  A  Jost  diffidence  of 
jny  power  to  impress  upon  others  the  force  of 
ccHisiderationB  which  guide  me  in  forming  my 
own  opinion,  has  generally  induced  me  to  bo 
rilent,  when  in  any  debate  others  had  expressed 
the  reasons  which  were  to  govern  my  vote, 
Uy  riftug  to  address  you  now,  Mr.  Preudent, 


is  no  departure  from  this  rule.  Dissenting  ia 
every  particular  from  the  doctrines  on  whioh  a 
most  grave  aoeusation  has  been  made ;  feeling 
it  a  duty  to  refute  that  accusation,  on  gronnda 
and  for  reasons  which  have  not  been  expressed 
by  others,  I  must  relnctantly  ask  tbe  attention 
(^  the  Senate  while  I  endeavor  to  perform  thia 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has,  in  the 
most  nnqualified  terms,  characterised  this  whole 
transaction,  from  its  very  ootset  to  its  conclu-  , 
sion,  as  a  lawless,  unconstitntional  usurpation 
of  power  on  the  port  of  the  President ;  and  the 
aoqniesoence  in  it  whioh  he  ssys  will  be  in- 
volved in  onr  adoption  of  tbe  amendment,  a 
participation  in  the  acts  thus  denounced,  aggra- 
vated by  a  base  sucrender  of  rights,  which  are 
vested  in  ns  by  the  constitntion.  I  repeat,  sir, 
literally,  the  charge.  He  has  added,  tnat  it  is 
grom,  palpably  to  be  justified  by  no  construc- 
tion of  the  letier  of  the  constitution,  nor  ez- 
onsed  by  its  spirit;  that  with  respect  to  ttw 
President,  the  act  is  done,  the  sacrifice  is  con- 
snmmated ;  bnt  that,  on  our  parts,  we  may  yet 
avoid  the  sacrilegioos  guilt  of  violating  tlie 
constitution,  by  voting  with  him  for  striking 
out  the  appropriation.  We  have  yet  this  re- 
Bonrce.  Bnt,  in  a  toAe  at  once  admonitory  ai>d 
menacing,  we  are  told  that  there  ia  do  other 
escape ;  we  stand  on  the  brink,  another  step, 
and  we  are  lost,  engnlfed,  with  the  Preddeot 
and  bis  advisers,  in  the  same  abyss  of  political 
profligaoy  and  ruin. 

Sir,  I  wish  for  no  escape.  If  I  desired  one,  I 
could  find  it  behind  the  reasoning  of  the  Sen- 
ator himself.  He  moves  to  strike  out  the  sp- 
propriation,  because  it  provides  for  an  outfit, 
and  because  it  calls  those  who  madd  the  treaty 
oommissioners.  Yet  he  is  willing  to  pay  the 
whole  som — ay  I  and  a  much  greater,  as  mnch 
as  any  member  may  deem  a  sufficient  remuner- 
ation i  he  will  be  not  only  Just  bnt  generous. 
Why  will  he  do  this  t  Why,  as  a  guardian  of 
the  public  treasure  aa  well  as  of  the  constitu- 
tion—why will  he  open  it  to  these  persons } 
0udoahtddly  because  he  thinks  they  have  ren- 
dered a  service ;  but  in  what  manner !  in  what 
capacity  ?  Clearly,  in  no  other  tbsn  that  of 
making  a  treaty,  and  as  commis^oners.  Then, 
I  ask,  sir,  is  be  not  willii^  to  sacrifice  (he  sub- 
stance for  the  form  I  Would  not  a  provision 
for  this  payment^  in  any  manner  that  you  oonld 
^ve  i^  sanction  the  service  by  which  it  was 
earned?  Bat  tbe  "rose"  which,  in  another 
part  of  the  gentleman's  argument,  he  said 
would  "smell  as  sweet  by  any  other  name," 
here  loses  its  fragrance.  Change  its  denomina- 
tion, call  it  compensation  for  services,  and  its 
perfume  is  delicious ;  alter  the  name  to  outfit 
and  salary,  its  odor  is  insupportable,  and  taints 
the  very  air;  every  constitutional  nerve  of  the 
Senator  is  shocked  by  it.    Now.  sir,  if  I  wish 

escape  the  question,  if  I  thought  the  dennn- 

Ltion  well  supported,  I  might,  as  I  siud,  adopt 
this  reasoniuB,  and,  by  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Hie  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
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the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from  Virpnia. 
But,  sir,  I  am  not  di^osed  to  avail  my  self  of 
aoch  a  aubterfage.  Whenever  I  have  formed  an 
opinion,  and  am  properlj  called  on  hj  m;  dntj 
to  eipreea  it,  I  will  do  it  fearlessly,  indepecd- 
entl7,  as  becomes  a  member  of  this  aogart 
bodf,  franki;  to  m;  fellow-8enators,  explicitly 
to  we  nation ;  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  with  a 
,  proper  deference  and  respect  for  the  opinioDB 
of  those  with  whom  I  have  the  miafortime  to 
differ.  In  this  spirit,  air,  I  will  proceed  to  di»- 
cnaB  the  serious  questions  that  have  been  raised 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  to  repel,  as 
beat  I  ma;,  the  chaive  of  violating  the  consti- 
tntioD,  and  surrendering  the  rights  of  the  bodj 
to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

I  do  not,  myself,  deal  in  profesuons  of  at- 
tachment to  the  conatitalion — when  made  hj 
others,  I  t>elieve  them,  unless  their  condnct  or 
character,  has  siven  me  reason  to  donbt  their 
stnceritj.  In  tte  case  of  the  Senator  bom  Vir- 
ginia, no  one  who  knows  him  can  have  snch  a 
aonbt ;  bat  whilst  the  ftillest  confidence  is  felt 
that  he  is  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  all  he  nt- 
ters,  and  while  he  is  convinced,  that  the  oon- 
stniotion  he  pats  on  the  cflnstitution  is  the  tme 
one ;  while  he  ttelieves  that  those  who  think 
differently  are  in  tbe  wrong,  might  not  a  slight 
snspidon  that  he  himself  is  deceived ;  that  nis 
judgment,  strong  as  It  natnrallf  is,  and  invig- 
orated as  it  has  been  b;  stud;  and  reflection, 
that  even  sach  a  jadgment  might  sometimes 
err  I  and  wonld  not  this  reflection,  had  It  oc- 
corred,  have  led  him  to  think  that  this  mi^t 
be  one  of  those  rare  occasions,  and  have  in- 
daced  him  to  qnalify  hj  some  expression  of  a 

Cibtllty  tiiat  his  reasoning  might  he  Hi- 
ded, the  sweeping  charges  of  DsnrTiation, 
and  lawless  and  unconstitntional  acts  t>;  the 
President,  of  dereliction  of  dnty  in  those  who 
■apport  them?  and  wonld  not  that  reflection 
alea  have  inclined  him  to  avoid  asserting  that 
these  violations  were  gross,  open,  palpable,  snch 
as  the  plunest  anderstanding  must  perceive — 
thus  leaving  to  those  who  caonot  read  the  con- 
atitntiou  BH  he  does,  not  even  tbe  ezocse  of  error 
and  ignorance  to  cover  their  aberrations  f  Sir, 
this  (£arge  goes  out  to  tbe  nation,  to  the  world, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Senator's  name— it 
has  already  gone  forth ;  party  spirit  has  already 
seized  it;  detraction  has  repeated  it;  simple  cre- 
dulity may  believe  it ;  and  the  nation  is  given  to 
understand  that  its  first  magistrate  has  deliber- 
ately oommitted  an  open  violation  of  the  constitn- 
tion  and  his  dnty,  or,  as  was  insinuated,  has  been 
Ignorantly  made  the  instrument  of  others  in  its 
performance;  and  that  this  body,  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  is  ready,  unless  they  listen 
to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, to  ud  in  tbe  parricidal  act.  Now,  sir, 
how  if  thb  charge  shoold  be  unsupported  t 
How  if  it  should  oe  void  of  the  slighest  foun- 
dation t  How  if  the  letter  of  the  constitution, 
aa  well  as  its  spirit,  should  sanction  the  repro- 


bated actt  How  if  it  should  be  proved  to  have 
been  the  nnifbrm  course  of  the  tiovemment 
from  its  institntioo,  pnrsaed  by  the  practice  of 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Adams,  Uonroe,  by 
every  President  of  every  party ;  sanctiooed  by 
every  Senat«,  unimpeached  by  any  House  of 
RepresentaUves — called  in  question  by  no  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  the  constitution  until  the  pres- 
ent day!  How  then  I  What  then  will  this 
nation,  the  intelligent  nation  to  whom  this 
charge  is  made,  what  will  they  think — what 
will  M  their  verdict!  To  them,  ^r,  I  appeal; 
to  their  sentence  I  am  willing  to  submit.  Sir, 
I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  to  be  one  of  tbe 
chosen  few  to  whose  charae  the  defence  of  the 
constitution  is  committea;  or  that  my  con- 
struction of  that  iostmrnent  is  tbe  only  ortho- 
dox faith.  All  those  who  snrroand  me,  have 
an  eqnal  doty  to  perform  in  thb  respect ;  all 
of  them  are,  no  donht,  equally  willing,  and 
most  of  them  more  able,  to  nerform  it  than  my- 
self; bnt,  while  I  yield  to  tnelr  equal  right  and 
superior  ability,  I  must  resist  the  claim  any  one 
may  set  up,  either  directly  or  by  implication, 
to  the  title  of  exclusive  defender  of  the  consti- 
tution. I  have  said  that  I  do  not  deal  in  pro- 
fessions; but  when  the  measures  my  sense  of 
dnty  obliges  me  to  snpport,  are  stigmatized  by 
the  terms  we  have  Just  heard,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  I  yield  to  no  man  in  attach- 
ment to  the  charter  of  our  fundamental  laws, 
to  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  and  to 
those  rights  of  its  separate  members,  which  are 
not  surrendered  by  it  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment. I  am  old  enough  to  have  watched  the 
progress  of  its  formation,  to  have  witnessed  the 
first  moments  of  its  existence,  and  was  one  of 
those  who  hailed  its  first  appearance  as  the 
harbinger  of  that  prosperity  which  it  has  so 
gloriously  realized.  I  saw  it,  sir,  in  its  cradle, 
marked  Its  progress  with  no  Inattentive  eye ; 
and  the  first  period  of  my  political  life  was  em- 
ployed in  resisting  inroads  which  false  con- 
struottona,  in  high  party  tjmes,  made  on  Its 
providons.  I  belonged,  and  fatthfhlly  adhered, 
to  the  party  which  opposed  (for  a  period  un- 
snccessfnlly)  acts  which  we  thought  mfractiona 
of  that  instrument.  My  profession  of  faith  has 
not  heretofore,  and  is  not  now,  altered — it 
never  will  be.  But  that  fdth  does  not  oblige 
me  to  array  myself  with  any  one,  whatever 
may  be  my  opinion  of  his  patriotism  and  zeal, 
in  opposition  to  the  exercise  of  a  pqwer  that  I 
think  Is  fairly  conferred  by  the  constitntion  to 
one  branch  of  the  Government,  or  contend  for 
it  in  favor  of  another  not  entitled  to  it,  though 
I  should  myself  be  a  ineml>er  of  that  latter 
branch. 

What  are  the  facts  which  have  created  this 
sudden  explosion?  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
Russian  establishments  on  the  Black  Sea,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  commerce  in  thot 
qnarter,  bad  for  some  years  past  made  an  ar- 
rangement desirable  witii  the  Bnltan,  who  held 
the  keys  of  the  narrow  inlet,  through  which 
alone  an  entrance  into  this  sea  ooold  be  had 
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The  immediate  predecessor  of  the  present  Obi^ 
MsgiatndA  had  appointed  euocessivel/  the  two 
oommanders  of  oar  sqnodroD  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, leather  with  Mr.  Offley,  our  conanl  at 
BmTTiia,  conunisalDiiers  to  effect  this  ot^ject. 
The;  wore  fiimiahed  vith  foil  powers,  commis- 
■ioiied  nnder  the  ^reat  seal,  and  iiistrocted  to 
make  a  treaty  to  Beoore  this  object  Thia  was 
designed  to  be  a  secret  mission ;  it  nas  never 
oommunioated  to  the  Senate,  nor  wns  the  ap- 
pointment of  tho  commissioners  submitted  ta 
them  for  confirmatiDD :  however,  from  some 
oanse,  not  perfectly  nnderstood,  bnt,  as  many 


,  it  totally  faili 
came  known  soon  after  Mr.  Adams  went  ont  of 
<^cB-  The  object  increasing  every  day  in  im- 
portance, it  very  early  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  present  administration ;  and  to  avoid  the 
interference  of  other  nations,  and  better  to  se- 
cure the  secrecy  of  the  operation,  Mr.  Rhind 
was  uipointed  oonsol  to  Odessa,  bnt  was  fur- 
nished with  Ml  powers,  directed  jointly  and 
aererally  to  him.  Commodore  Biddle,  and  Ur. 
Offle; ;  he  was  directed,  under  the  cover  of  his 
coosnlar  appointment,  to  proceed  to  OoDStanti- 
nople,  and  there  negotiate  for  the  free  entrance 
into  the  Black  Sea;  he  went  there,  his  object 
waa  not  snspected,  and  on  the  Tth  May  last 
be  concludea  a  treaty,  which  was  signed  b; 
Meesn.  Offley  and  Biddle,  they  having  arrived 
in  the  interval,  on  the  day  before  the  adjourn' 
ment  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  This  last 
commission,  like  the  preceding  appointmenta, 
by  Mr.  Aduns,  was  made  in  too  recess  of  the 
Benat«  \  and,  as  had  been  the  case  in  these  in- 
etanoes,  the  names  of  the  commissioners  were 
oot  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation. 
These  are  the  facts,  and  on  them  is  founded 
the  aocnsatioQ  we  have  heard. 

Let  OS  remember  that  this  is  not  a  qnestion 
which  concerns  the  in&ingement  of  any  State 
right,  that  it  is  not  one  of  reserved  or  conceded 
powers,  bnt  merely  regards  the  mode  of  eier- 
eiaing  one  confessedly  givea  to  the  General 

Government — that  of  trealjng  in  the  n. " 

all  the  States  with  a  foreign  nation. 

I  will  examine,  in  order,  the  positic 
which  these  serions  charges  are  founded.  The 
first  fif  them  (although  I  do  not  think  it  ap- 
^icable  to  the  present  case)  is,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  power  to  appoint  a  public  iTmister 
dnring  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  any  power 
where  n(f  snch  Minister  had  previously  existed ; 
or  even  if  snch  mission  had  previously  existed, 
noleas  the  vacancy  ocoarred  after  the  adjonrn- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  To  this  position  I  accede 
in  none  of  ita  parts.  Bat  if  I  should  err  on 
this  snMect,  I  hope  to  show  that  the  establish- 
ment of  this  oonstmotion  will  not  jnstify  the 
charge  that  is  fonnded  npon  it 

I  constme  the  constitution  as  I  would  any 
other  written  instmment,  by  its  words,  where 
they  are  explicit — where  there  is  doubt,  by  the 
context — by  the  plahi  object  of  its  A-amers,  by 
a,  *iew  of  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  remedy, 


circuinstances  nnder  which  it  was  made,  and 
the  contemporaneons  constraction  and  oniform 
practice  nnder  it.  To  adhere  to  its  letter,  with- 
out these  aids,  woald  sometimes  defeat  the 
powers  evidently  intended  to  be  vested  by  It — 
sometimes  give  it  greater  than  were  contem- 
plated. For  instance,  the  President  is  directed 
to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted." Take  this  literally,  without  any  aid 
ft'om  the  rules  of  conatniction  I  have  laid  down, 
and  yon  give  him  oil  power  bnt  that  of  legisla- 
tion. In  the  article  next  preceding,  it  is  said 
that  "  no  State  shall  enter  into  any  compact  or 
agreement  with  another  State,  withont  the  con- 
sent of  Congress."  A  literal  oonstruction  of 
which  would  prevent  a  settlement  of  dippnted 
iMundories:  or  any  other  arrangement  ^whi oh 
mutual  accommodation,  for  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  deeds,  the  arrest  of  fagitives,  or  similar 
objects,  might  require.  Let  us  examine  the 
positioi:  by  these  rules. 

The  constitutiondirectB  that  "the  President 
shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  anpoint  ambaasor 
dors,  other  public  ministers  ana  consnls,  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  Unit^  States,  whose  appointment  is  not 
herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  wht{^  shall 

established  by  law."  It  then  pves  power 
to  Congress  to  vest  the  appointment  of  snch 
inferior  officers  as  they  think  proper,  in  the 
President  alone.  Here  the  appomting  power  is 
oomplete.  Bnt  as  this  power  was  to  be  exer^ 
cised  by  the  President,  sabject  \a  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  as  the  sessions  of  that 
body  were  not  permanent,  it  was  foreseen  that 
great  fnoonvenience  would  result  if  all  vacan- 
cies were  to  remain  open  daring  the  recess. 
What  was  the  natural  remedy  1  To  give  the 
temporary  appointment  \o  the  President,  sub- 
ject in  the  nsual  manner  to  the  conQrmation  of 
the  Senate,  when  it  should  meet  And  to 
afford  them  time  for  deliberation,  the  duration 
of  the  iemporary  appointment  was  extended  to 
the  end  of  their  session.  The  evil  to  be  rem- 
edied by  this  proviso  was  the  vacancy  of  an 
office  occurring  at  a  time  when  it  was  impos^- 
ble  for  the  President  to  submit  a  nomination  to 
tlio  Senate.  Such  would  be  the  oa^  of  on 
officer  dying  during  the  recess,  or  reeigning  on 
the  day  of  our  ai^oumment ;  or  of  a  Minisler 
dying  in  a  distant  country  at  a  time  during  tlie 
session  when  it  would  be  imposdble  to  know 
the  event  before  the  adjournment.  If,  in  these 
two  last  cases,  the  office  were  to  remain  vacant 
nntil  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  remedy  in 
the  proviso  wonid  not  be  commensnrate  to  the 
evil  it  was  intended  to  avoid.  There  would 
be  vacancies  when  it  was  the  evident  intention 
of  the  instrument  there  should  bo  none.  I 
must  not  be  nnderstood  as  saying  that  an  in- 
convenience attending  any  construction  is  snf- 
floient  to  show  it  to  be  false,  or  that  to  be  the 
tme  reading  which  avoids  it.  Where  the 
words  are  express — where  the  intention  is  evi- 
dent,   however   inconvement,   they  most  bo 
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obeyed.  Bat,  vhere  the  worda  will  admit  of 
aa  mterpretiLtton  which  avoids  Bach  on  evil  bb 
must  h&ve  been  foreseeD,  and  oaooot  1m  sup- 
posed to  be  left  unprovided  for,  there  the  rulds 
of  constmotion  to  which  I  advert  will  apply. 
Before  we  consider  the  words  of  the  constitu- 
tion, let  ns  see  the  ooosequeoces  that  would  re- 
snlt  from  on  adherence  to  what  is  perhaps  their 
literal  meaning.  The  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  York  dies  on  the  day  before  the  adjonrn- 
ment.  The  vacancy  cannot  be  filled  ontil  the 
December  fbllowing.  The  collection  of  one- 
Uiird  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  most 
be  left  in  irresponsible  hands.  Tlie  commander 
of  a  military  district  in  time  of  war  dies — his 
loss  cannot  be  snpplied — the  most  important 
operations  on  which  the  safety  of  the  conntry 
depeafls  must  be  stopped.  In  the  distant  oper- 
ations of  yoor  navy,  the  same  or  a  greater  risk 
and  inconvenience  occnrs.  At  the  moment  of 
concluding  a  commercial  arrangement,  by 
which  immense  advantages  are  to  be  secnred, 
or  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  is  to  save  the  cooa- 
try  perhq>B  from  devastation,  your  plenipoten- 
tiary dies  during  the  sessian  of  Congress,  but 
before  the  Preddent  is  apprised  of  it.  He  can- 
not supply  bis  place ;  the  commercial  advan- 
tages are  lost — the  war  must  rage— the  country 
mnet  be  devastated :  becanse,  according  to  the 
literal  construction  of  the  clause,  the  vacancy 
happened  during  the  seanon,  not  in  the  recess. 
The  President  who  should  presume  to  remedy 
these  evils,  would  be  guilty  of  a  "  lawless  nsnrp- 
ation  of  unconstitutional  power."  And  the 
seeloos  guardians  of  our  rights  on  this  floor 
would  denounce  all  those  who  might  presume 
to  think  differently,  as  men  ready  to  lay  the 
•  rights  of  the  body  to  which  they  belong  at  the 
feet  of  Eieontive  power.  These,  sir,  and  a 
hundred  other  inconvenienoea  which  might  be 
Stated,  and  not  only  possible,  but  probable,  but 
oertain  and  incTitable,  and  must  oconr  during 
the  loog  series  of  ages  in  which  it  is'onr  unan- 
imouB  prayer  that  our  constitution  may  live. 
Are  they  not  great  ]  Must  they  not  have  been 
foreseen!  Could  they  have  escaped  the  wis- 
dom and  deep  foresight  of  the  sages  who  framed 
the  constitution !  Have  they  not  provided  for 
them )  •  Uy  belief  is  that  they  have,  by  the 
■ection  in  qnestjon.  The  President  by  it  is 
authorized  to  "  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
pen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate."  Now 
take  this  literally,  and  he  may  fill  np  vacancies 
in  the  Senate  itself — and  it  appears,  from  ' 
Federalist,  that  this  was  once  seriously  t 
tended  for.  But  this  cannot  be  the  true  ( 
Btruction,  though  no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  the 
literal  one.  Why?  Because  it  was  evidently 
the  intention  of  this  section  to  limit  it  to  the 
case  of  offioera.  There  are,  then,  reasons 
which  justly  a  departure  from  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  section  in  this  instance.  Are 
there  none  in  the  case  before  us  ?  I  think  they 
have  been  alreadf  sufficiently  pointed 
Another,  perhaps,  of  some,  though  I  do 
think  of  conoluaive  weight  is,  that  the  — '- 


of  a  comma,  which  was  probably  inserted  In 
the  draught  after  the  wori  happen,  may  bava 
riven  rise  to  all  the  ambiguity  in  liie  phrase, 
.n  that  case,  the  period  described,  that  is,  the 
'CCess  of  the  Senate,  would  relate  to  the  ante- 
cedent power  of  filling  the  vaoanoy,  not  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  event  by  which  it  was  cre- 
ated. Hy  eipo^tion  of  this  clause,  therefore, 
is,  that  it  permits  the  President  to  fill  all  va- 
cancies in  any  of  the  enumerated  offices, 
whether  they  occur  during  the  recess,  or  even 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  if  the  vaoaocy 
was  not  known  to  him,  or  oonld  not  be  supplied 
during  the  session ;  but  that  he  wonld  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  duty  if  be  appointed  them  during 
the  session,  and  did  not  send  in  the  ncHDinaUon 
to  the  Senate. 
It  was  said  on  this  subject,  that  no  President 
id  ever  dared  to  fill  np  an  original  vacancy  in 
an  office  after  the  end  of  the  s«eaion  in  which 
the  law  which  created  the  office  had  passed. 
Whether  it  waa  the  want  of  oonrage,  or  of  in- 
clination, that  prevented  the  performance  of  an 
improper  act,  I  cannot  sav.  But  as  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  act  was  not  done,  perhaps  it  might 
be  quite  proper  to  attribute  it  to  the  latter 
canse.  But  the  fact,  if  it  be  one,  strongly  ex- 
emplifies my  construction.  Any  office,  first 
created  by  law,  mast  be  vacant  at  the  moment 
the  law  is  approved  by  the  President  That 
',  neccasarily  be  during  the  session  of  the 
DDuute.  He  is,  therefore,  bonnd  to  fill  it ;  be- 
cause the  vacancy  not  only  happens  during  the 
session,  but  it  also  comes  to  his  knowledge  at 
that  period.  But  suppose  a  law  to  be  p^sed, 
reqniring  the  appointment  of  certain  officers, 
which  is  not  to  take  effect  until  a  distant  pe- 
riod, or  that  ta  dependent  on  an  nncertein  event, 
and  at  that  time  the  Senate  should  not  be  in 
session,  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  President 
wonld  be  authorized  to  make  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment to  fill  enoh  ori^nal  vacancy  t  If  he 
could,  by  what  authority  1  Not  the  law  sorely ; 
for  that  cannot  alter  a  constitntioual  right  c^ 
the  Senate,  unless  the  office  be  an  Inferior  one, 
and  the  right  to  fill  it  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  be  expressly  siven  by  the  law :  it 
must  be  then  by  the  liberal  oonstrootion  of  the 
section,  which  I  contend  is  the  true  oonstroo- 
tion. On  which  BnIt}eot,  sir,  permit  me  to  stato 
a  manifest  difference  in  the  rules  for  inteipret- 
ing  the  constitution.  When  the  question  is, 
whether  a  certain  power  is  granted  by  it  to  the 
General  Government,  or  reserved  tolhe  States 
— in  that  case,  whenever  there  is  reasonable 
doubt,  the  power  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 
But  where  the  States  have  confessedly  parted 
with,  and  do  not  clum  the  power — where  it  is 
plunly  theb  object  and  their  interest  that  it 
should  be  exorcised  by  tbe  Federal  Oovem- 
ment,  and  the  only  question  is,  by  what  branch, 
and  in  what  manner — then  the  true  role  of  in- 
terpretation is  that  which  will  give  oS^ct  to 
tlie  power,  rather  than  that  which  wonld  de- 
stroy it.  In  tha  case  of  interferiDg  claims  be- 
tween the  States  individaaUy  and  tii^  federal 
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head,  the  mind  most  b«  oonTinoed  that  the 
power  in  qnestion  was  intended  to  be  granted, 
before  it  cen  come  to  the  oonclnsioo  that  it  be- 
longs to  tiie  General  Oovernment.  Where 
,  there  is  donbt,  there  can  be  no  snch  oonclmion. 
Therefore,  the  power  mnet  rest  as  it  waa — that 
i^  with  the  State  Qoveniment.  Bat  in  the 
question,  how  •  power  confessed!;'  granted  is 
b>  be  ezereiaed— -then  aach  abGolote  certaintj 
is  not  required.  The  first  dutj  of  the  expositor 
fa  to  adopt  some  ooaoloalon  that  will  give  ef- 
IJMt  to  the  declared  and  confessed  grant  cf 
power.  And  although  there  may  be  doubts  as 
Is  the  BgenOT  by  which  the  intent  is  to  be  eie- 
eated,  jet  Uiej  ronst  be  weighed,  and  the  de- 
cision made  according  to  the  preponderance  of 
the  reasons  in  favor  of  either  of  the  depart- 
ments claiming  it.  Thua,  in  the  present  in- 
Btanee,  it  is  the  nudenied  and  express  intent  of 
flie  constitntion  tiiat  offices  should  be  filled  by 
the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  when  thej  were  in  session,  and  by 
a  temporary  appointaient  in  the  recess.  The 
evident  intent,  then,  is  that  there  shell  be  no 
TMoanoy.  The  words,  however,  give  rise  to 
two  eonstmctiona.  By  the  one,  this  evident 
intent  will  be  carried  into  effect  By  adopting 
i^  there  will  be  no  vacancy  for  a  longer  period 
thsn  elapset  before  it  oomes  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  President  By  the  other.  In  many  most 
important  cases  this  intent  will  be  defeated ; 
tlie  office  must  remain  vacant  for  the  incon- 
Teoieat,  and  sometimes  etceedlnfcly  iojnrions 
periodof  eight  ornine  months.  Which  of  these 
eonatraetioiiB  are  we  to  adopt  t  I  shonld  in- 
elioe  to  think  the  former  would  not  only  be  the 
beat  but  the  safest;  for  not  a  single  iooon 
vmlence,  that  I  have  been  able  to  disoover,  o 
that  has  been  anggeeted,  will  attend  the  ap 
pointanent  to  SU  a  vacancy  which  occurs  dur 
tng  the  sesnon,  bnt  which  is  unknown  to  th< 
Pre^dent  antil  the  reeess — not  a  single  incon 
TenisDce  that  will  not  oconr  if  the  vaeano; 
happens  in  the  reccsa :  while  the  necessity  for 
filling  it  is  tqnally  evident  in  both  cases.  Qen- 
tlemrai,  for  whose  Judgment  I  have  the  highest 
Ten>eet,  1  know,  differ  from  me  on  tbia  point ; 
and  it  is  probable  they  may  be  right  I  express 
my  opinion  merely  because  the  occasion  oalU 
for  it,  and  my  constituents  and  the  public  have 
a  right,  in  tiie  station  1  occupy,  to  nndcrstand 
it.  But  although  it  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the 
■rgnment  which  has  been  used  by  the  Senator 
from  Vir^nio,  I  do  not  think^  as  I  hope  to 
flbow,  that  it  is  the  point  on  which  the  present 
question  is  to  be  decided. 

The  reasoning  I  have  hitherto  used,  is  ap- 
plicable to  the  appointraNit  of  al  officers,  as 
well  Ministers  to  foreign  powers  as  others  \  but 
tii^e  are  reasons  peciuiaT  to  the  former,  which 
place  the  authority  to  oommission  tbera  daring 
the  recces  on  a  different  ground.  The  office  of 
ICnieter  to  a  fordgn  power  derives  its  anthor- 
ity  from  the  law  of  nations.  The  interoonrse 
vbieh  the  political  relaUon  of  different  States  to- 
waida  each  other  in  modem  times  requires,  their 


mutual  wants,  and  the  comity  which  ensta  be- 
tween them,  render  the  frequent,  sod  Kenerally 
the  permanent,  intervention  of  agents  from  one 
to  Uie  other  necessary.  Every  civilized  nation 
must  necessarily  Lave  the  power  of  appointing 
and  receiving  such  agents  vested  in  some  one 
or  more  of  its  departments.  In  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  tiiis  power  is  divided: 
the  President  alone  has  the  right  to  receive 
foreign  Ulniaters,  and  by  the  power  to  msJte 
.treaties,  subject  to  the  assent  of  tlie  Senate^ 
that  of  making  these  treaties  himself  or,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  of  appointing  Uia 

Krsons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  made.  Ko 
V,  therefore,  was  necessary  to  give  effect  to 
the  exercise  of  this  funcdon.  The  moment  the 
first  President  entered  into  office,  he  had  the 
risht  to  perform  it,  dther  by  himself,  or  by 
others. 

The  laws  of  nations,  however,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  make  a  distinction,  as  I  hope 
abundantly  to  prove,  between  two  classes  <^ 
agents  by  whom  the  dmlomatio  intercourse 
may  be  carried  on ;  It  distinguishes  between 
public  Ministers  and  private  agents.  In  the 
first  are  included  ambassadors,  envoys,  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary,  Ministers  resident, 
chu-gis  d'affaires,  consuls,  &a.  In  the  second 
class  there  can  be  no  gradation  of  rank,  but 
the  powers  may  be  as  extensive  as  those  given 
to  any  of  the  others.  The  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, then,  includes  that  of  appointing  agents,  as 
well  of  the  one  as  of  the  other  class.  Bnt  the 
constitution  has  placed  a  limitation  on  the 
power  of  appointing  those  of  the  first  class; 
and  having  given  none  to  that  of  the  second, 
the  President  has  it  without  restriction.  In 
this  branch  of  the  ai^nment,  however,  our  in- 
quiry relates  to  the  public  Ministers  only ;  and 
the  qneetJon  is,  whether  the  Pre^dent  has  a 
right  to  appoint  such  Ministers  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  either  to  a  power  to 
whom  we  before  had  sent  no  such  Ministes^  or 
to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  mission  to  a  coontry 
where  we  before  had  a  Minister,  if  that  vacancy 
shonld  have  occurred  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate.  This  is  here  the  sole  qnestion,  for  I 
admits  that,  in  all  cases  of  appointment  tq  pnb- 
lio  foreign  missions,  made  in  the  recess,  the 
President  is  bound  to  submit  the  nomination  to 
the  Senate  at  its'Uext  meeting.  TUs  is  my  rea- 
soning on  that  subject.  Having  the  power  to 
make  treaties,  afterwards  to  bo  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  the  President  has  the  right  to  select 
the  nation  with  whom  snch  treaties  are  to  be 
made,  and  the  time  most  favorable  for  making 
tbem.  That  time  may  occur  daring  the  recess 
of  the  Benate,  and  he  therefore  has  the  power 
to  fill  the  original  vaoancy  by  the  appointment 
of  a  public  ItGniater:  but.  in  that  case,  if  the 
negotiation  is  carried  on  by  such  Minister,  he 
must  send  in  the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at 
some  time  during  their  session,  if  be  wishes  the 
appointment  to  contiune  beyond  that  period. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  he  finds  no  occasion  for  ex- 
tending the  powers  of  the  Minister  beyond  the 
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their  inoidental  ezpenses;  and  its  onlj  limita- 
tion 13  th&t  of  tbeir  oompensstion  for  tbe  dif- 
fereot  grades,  which  Lss  remuned  unchanged 
to  tlie  present  daj. 
The  prominent  and  striking  case  of  Ministers 

S pointed  to  make  peace  dnring  the  recees  of 
a  Senate,  stood  so  directij  in  the  way  of  the 
position  which  denies  the  power  to  create  a 
new  misMon  in  the  recess,  that  the  absolute 
necessity  of  removing  or  getting  ronnd  it  was 
appsrent.  Bat  it  coidd  not  be  removed.  There 
it  standi — ite  existence  evident — its  con^ita- 
tionalitj  not  doubted — its  absolnte  neucseilj 
nnqaestioned.  What  was  to  be  done?  The 
ingenuity  of  t^e  Senator  from  Yiivinia  (Mr. 
Tazxwxu.)  has  provided  a  remedy.  The  whole 
is  referred  to  the  war-making  powers,  liie 
Preddent  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army. 
He  may  find  it  neoeesary  to  make  an  armistice. 
He  may  effect  this  by  snch  agents  as  he  thinks 
proper.  The  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace 
are  not  Ministers ;  they  are  agents  to  negotiate 
an  armistice.  As  well,  says  he,  may  yon  call 
the  officer  sent  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  Or  settle  the  terms  of  capitulation  for 
a  fortress:  as  well  might  you  call  him  a  Min- 
ister, as  the  persons  sent  to  settle  the  armia- 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  for  this  arsnineDt 
that  negotiators  for  peace  ore  invariably  plenipo- 
tentiaries; that  then  authority  is  authenticated 
by  the  same  broad  seal  that  is  sapposed  to  have 
added  so  much  dignity  to  the  diplomatic  char- 
acter of  Messrs,  Offley,  Biddle,  and  Bhind ;  that 
they  are  civil,  not  roiiitary  officers;  that  they 
exchange  their  full  powers  with  those  widi 
whom  they  treat;  thatthe  agreements  they 
make  are  not  armistices — intervals  between  acte 
of  hostility — but  treaties  of  peace,  which  put 
an  end  to  them ;  and  that  ninety -nine  times  in 
a  hundred,  the  putting  an  end  to  hostilititis  la 
only  one  oat  of  many  of  the  etipolations  con- 
tained in  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  power  of 
making  it,  therefore,  is  not  a  branch  of  the  war 
power,  but  of  that  which  is  its  very  antagonist, 
the  power  to  make  treaties.  A  stipnlation  that 
llie  nations  between  whom  it  is  contracted  shall 
remdn  at  peace  with  each  other,  even  should  it 
contain  no  other  agreement,  would  be  as  moch 
a  treaty  as  any  other  that  ever  was  made.  It 
is  called  by  that  name ;  it  is  negotiated  by  Qje 
same  means ;  reauires  the  same  ceremonies  in 
its  inception,  and  the  some  ratiticfltion  for  its 
validity  as  other  treaties  are.  Why,  then,  call 
it  an  armistice,  which  is  never  ratified  by  the 
treaty-making  power  of  the  nation  1  Why 
liken  it  to  the  capitulation  of  a  fortress,  or  an 
eichai^B  of  prisoners !  Because  the  argument 
showed  that  n ere,  at  least,  was  a  case  in  which 
the  constitution  conid  not  bear  the  strict  verbal 
constmction  that  was  contended  for;  and  the 
precedent  proved  that  it  had  been  departeid  from 
in  practice,  and  that  the  departure  had  never 
been  questioned,  much  less  stigmatized,  by  the 
epithota  to  liberally  bestowed  on  the  Turkish 
misuon.    All  this  made  it  necessary  either  to 


tjme  at  which  his  commission  wonld  expire  by 
the  oonatitutionsl  limitation ;  if  be  knows,  for 
example,  that  the  treaty  will  be  made  at  that 
time,  or  the  negotiation  will  be  broken  off,  be 
may,  at  his  discretion,  omit  sending  in  the  name 
for  confirmation.  He  mnst  do  this,  as  he  does 
ell  other  discretionary  acts,  under  his  responsi- 
bility to  the  nation;  bat,  in  my  opinion,  he 
clearly  has  the  power. 

The  error,  as  it  spears  to  me,  lies  in  consid- 
ering the  mimion  to  each  court  as  a  separate 
and  distinct  office:  whereas  the  office  at  am- 
bassador or  Minister  plenipotentiary  is  a  general 
one,  sulyect  to  the  President's  direotkin  where 
be  is  to  be  sent  He  is  a  Minister  to  rewde  at 
such  a  place ;  an  ambassador  to  f^o  to  snch  a 
sovereign.  Suppose  the  constitotion  had,  in 
express  t«mis,  said,  the  Prendent  shall  have 
the  power  to  appoint  messengers  to  carry  de- 
spatches to  difibrent  courts — would  the  mee- 
senger  to  London,  the  one  to  Paris,  or  St,  Pe- 
tersburg, be  several  and  distinct  officers,  or 
would  the  office  be  the  substance,  and  the  des- 
tination an  accident,  liable  to  be  varied,  with- 
out altering  the  character  of  the  appointment  t 
Agdu :  if  the  President  had  l>een  authorized 
to  appoint  Jostioos  of  the  peace  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  surely  he  might  apportion  them 
to  the  ditferent  cities ;  and  tbeir  particnlar  des- 
tination would  not  make  the  justice  for  one 
town  an  officer  different  in  kind  from  the  Jns- 
tioe  of  another.  The  constitution  puts  the 
offices  of  public  Mmisters  precisely  on  the  some 
footing :  it  does  not  limit  the  number,  nor  has 
any  law  made  snch  limitation :  as  it  now  stands, 
and  ever  baa  stood,  and  must  remain,  until  the 
Legislature  shall  declare  how  many  officers  of 
thb  description  there  shall  be,  it  is  necessarily 
a  matter  of  sound  discretion  with  Uie  President 
to  what  courts  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
require  that  a  public  resident  Minister  should 
be  senl    In  case  of  a  new  mission,  as  his  nom- 


they  disapprove  of  the  man,  he  will  generally 
avoid  making  such  appointments,  without  oon- 
snlting  the  Senate  by  submitting  the  nomina- 
tion, unless  the  exigency  of  the  case  requires  it. 
And  as  to  the  existence  of  such  neoessi^,  he 
must  stand  upon  his  responsibility  to  the  peo- 
ple;  to  be  enforced,  in  case  of  an  unwise  exer- 
cise of  the  power,  by  their  voice  of  disapproba- 
tion— a  sufficient  sanation  to  a  man  of  coarac- 
ter;  and,  in  case  of  a  oormpt  exercise,  by  im- 
peachment. And  it  most  fiirther  be  observed, 
that  the  two  Houses  have  each  "a  check  on  any 
extravagance  of  this  kind,  by  tie  approprio- 

But  that  no  limitation  as  to  the  particnlar 
destination  of  the  Miuieters  was  intended  to  be 
made  by  law,  is  proved  by  the  first  appropria- 
tion bill  passed  in  1T90,  where  t4O,OO0  is  ap- 
propriated, not  for  the  support  of  particular 
missions,  bnt  "  for  the  support  of  snon  persons 
as  he  (the  President^  shall  commission  to  serve 
the  United  States  m  foreign  parts,"  and  for 
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ibaudoa  the  argnmeiit,  or  give  another  chorao- 
ter  to  the  power  of  appointing  Miaistera  in  the 
reoeM  to  atop  the  niTaaes  of  war,  when  per- 
haps it«  coDtinuance  mi^t  endanger  the  exint- 
eaee  of  the  nation.  A  treaty  of  peace  is,  for 
this  rsMon,  called  an  armistice,and  the  Uinistar 
plenipotentiary  who  oonclades  it,  is,  by  the  argn- 
ment,  plaoed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  snb- 
altem  who  ia  led  blindfolded  into  the  postern 
of  fc  besi^ed  fort,  to  Bammon  it  to  surrender. 

Bnt  the  Senator  shall  have  it  which  way  he 
pleaseH.  The  power  to  pat  an  sod  to  a  destrnc- 
tire  war,  by  the  appointment  of  Ministers  in 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  is  acknowledged.  Is 
it  the  rightful  exercise  of  a  power  under  the 
oonstitation )  Then  it  can  only  be  by  giving 
to  the  clause  the  construction  which  I  have  pat 
npoa  it.  Is  it  a  power  over  the  constitution? 
Then  the  same  end  which  I  contend  for,  by  a 
Ic^timate  constmction,  is  to  be  allowed  by  the 
dangerous  plea  of  necessity — the  tyrant's  plea 
— wliich  may  not  exist  when  need  even  to  jus- 
tify a  peace.  It  may  he  humane,  and  conven- 
ient, and  proper,  to  pat  an  end  to  the  devasta- 
tions of  war;  hnt  until  the  existence  of  the 
natioa  is  at  stake,  until  peace  alane  can  save  it 
from  destruction,  there  is,  propurly  speakiug, 
no  necessity.  What  shall  he  the  case  of  neces- 
sity, then,  must  be  determined  by  the  party 
who  is  to  avail  himself  of  the  plea;  and,  if 
admitted,  will  be  fonnd  to  embrace  all  oases 
that  are  found  convenient.  And  if  the  plea  of 
necessity  be  admitted  to  Justify  a  treaty  of 
peM»,  made  by  Ministers  appointed  in  the  re- 
cess, why  may  it  not  cover  a  like  appointment 
for  making  a  treaty  of  commerce,  or  Donudary, 
or  ceesion,  which  could  only  be  made  at  that 

Bnt  is  it  possible  the  sages  and  practical 
statesmen  who  framed  our  form  of  Qovemment 
abonld  not  have  foreseen  snch  ordinary  and 
Indeed  inevitable  occurrences;  or  that,  fore- 
Re^ng,  they  shonld  not  have  provided  for  thom  ? 
Ia  it  poseible  that  they  coold  have  left  the  pow- 
er of  making  peace — seizing  an  advantageous 
occarrence  to  make  an  important  treaty — or 
fining  an  important  office,  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  to  be  jnstified  by  necessity)  The 
idea  is  an  imputation  on  their  wisdom  or  their 
patriotism,  which  they  do  not  deserve.  They 
did  fiwesee — they  did  provide.  And  when  they 
gave  to  the  President  the  power  to  make  trea- 
ties, sobjeot  to  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate,  they  gave  bim  the  power  to  appoint  the 
KAiatera  by  whose  ageni^  they  were  to  be 
made ;  otherwise,  we  should  exhibit  the  strange 
speetacle  of  a  wise  nation,  which  had  so  cnn- 
lungly  contrived  i(«  Government,  as  to  deprive 
it,  in  oonjnnatures  that  most  tVequentiy  happen, 
of  the  means  of  making  pence,  availing  itself  of 
favorable  circumstances  to  secnre  commercial 
•dvautages,  <x  filling  some  of  the  most  Impor- 
tant offices. 

Bnt  the  power  may  be  abused  I  The  Presi- 
dent may  appoint  a  host  of  HInistera,  and  drain 
jonr  I^vasnry  by  the  payment  of  their  salariee. 


These  Ministera  may  make  bad  treaties  I    Bb 


springing  into  existence  T 

Alas  1  yes,  sir,  it  is  most  true ;  nnfortonately 
there  is  no  power  yon  can  give,  that  is  not  lia- 
ble to  abuse.  It  cannot  be  disnied ;  and  the 
observation  makes  op  for  its  want  of  novelty 
by  its  acknowledged  truth.  In  every  Govern- 
ment, check  and  balooce  it  as  you  will,  some- 
where there  must  be  confidence ;  aud,  nntil  we 
can  find  men  of  nnerring  wisdom  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  blind  to  the  allnrements  of 
popnlarity — deaf  to  the  voice  of  interest,  favor, 
or  affection — that  is  to  say,  until  we  can  find 
men  who  are  not  men,  that  confidence  will  at 
tiroes  be  abuBed.  But  it  must  be  given.  And 
it  BO  happens  that  there  is  no  power  con- 
fessedly given  to  the  President,  that  is  not  lia- 
ble to  greater  and  more  fatal  abuse  than  thia. 
Yon  fear  war  ftvm  his  sending  a  Ifmistor  to  one 
of  those  new  powers  which  are  y^t  nnacknowl> 
edged  by  the  reat  of  the  world ;  and  yet  yon 
cannot  deny  that  he  has  the  right  to  receive  a 
Minister  from  one  of  tho«e  powers,  without 
consnlting  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Yon  will  not  trust  him  with  semhng  a 
Minister,  lest  he  should  involve  yon  in  a  war; 
and  yet  you  confess  that  he  has  the  uncontrolled 
command  of  your  army  and  your  navy — instru- 
ments, if  he  wishes  war,  infinitely  better  fitted 
to  prodnee  it. 

Yon  ai>preheud  that  he  may  lavish  your 
treasures  in  the  salariea  of  a  few  Ministers,  at 
the  same  moment  that  you  give  him  the  control 
of  all  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
your  revenue.  Tou  dread  that  he  may  reward 
his  favorites  by  appointments  to  eml)aaeies  in 
the  recess ;  and  yet  no  man  can  obtain  an  offioe 
of  any  description,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest  of  those  Which  are  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  but  by  his  previous  nomination.  Tou 
are  obliged  to  swallow  the  camel — why  strain 
at  the  gnatt 

We  now  approach  nearer  to  the  very  can 
which  has  excited  this  holy  indignation  against 
Executive  encroachment  and  nsnrpation ;  ex- 
cited It — if  I  may  be'permitted  to  uae  a  phrase 
which  did  not  seem  to  find  favor  with  the 
Senator  from  Tii^nia,  when  it  was  uttered  by 
another,  (Mr.  KiNB,)--exoited  it  too  late — too 
lata,  indeed,  says  he,  to  save  this  mortal  stab  at 
the  constitution ;  bnt  not  too  late  tO  preserve 
the  Senate  from  participating  in  the  parricidal 
aot.  Here  I  must  take  leave  to  difi^r.  The 
stroke,  if  it  be  one,  was  given  in  the  earliest ' 
day  of  onr  national  existence.  It  has  been  r&- 
pested  by  every  President  who  has  sat  in  the 
Executive  chur ;  every  Senate,  and  every  Honse 
of  Representatives,  have  been  accessories  to  the 
crime ;  and  we  ourselves  have  not  yet  washed 
onr  hands  from  the  blood  of  the  victim.  I 
mast  be  permitted,  therefore,  to  repeat,  that,  in 
my  poor  opinion,  it  la  now  too  late  even  to 
prevent  the  participation  of  the  Senator  him- 
self; not  too  late^  however,  for  him  to  (how 
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hia  2e&l,  energy,  and  eloquence  in  defence  of 
the  eoastitution,  rU  which  I  greatly  admire  and 
respect,  although  I  cannot  participate  in  the 
feelings  that  have  excited  them. 

Id  another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  hut  regret 
that  the  discnsaion  had  not  taken  place  at  an 
earlier  time,  and  nuder  other  circnmstanceB. 
The  foil  development  of  the  sutyect  would  re- 
quire a  reference  to  matters  which  all  tnaj 
speak  of  but  ourselves ;  and  olthoagh  I  cannot 
hut  feel  mnch  embarrassment  in  the  endeavor 
to  avoid  disclosing  the  "  secrets  of  our  prison- 
house,"  I  shall,  in  the  little  1  have  further  to 
sa;  on  the  eatgect,  carefoU;  avoid  any  improper 
diBcloanre,  by  ooufining  my  remarks  in  the 
defence  to  those  circumstances  which  have 
been  animadverted  on  in  makina'the  charge. 

The  immediate  causes  of  com^int,  then,  are, 
first,  that  Uessra.  Offley,  Rhind,  and  Biddle 
were  appointed  by  the  ftesident,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the 
Porte — that  being  a  new  mission ;  and,  second- 
ly, that  if  it  had  been  even  the  filling  of  a 
vacancy,  the  President  ought  to  have  submitted 
the  nomination  to  the  Benal«  at  ita  then  next 

The  first  error  here  is  one  of  fact.  This  was 
not  a  new  mission.  Commodore  Crane  and 
Hi.  Offiey  were  sent  by  Hi.  Adams,  for  the 
same  pnrpose,  to  the  some  court.  They  had 
effected  nothing,  and  a  new  commission  was 
institute,  consisting  of  Ur.  Bhind,  Oonunodore 
Biddle,  and  Ur.  Offley.  Here  was  then  a  vacan- 
cy, if  that  should  be  required — a  vacancy  cre- 
ated by  revoking  the  powers  of  one  set  of 
agents,  and  giving  them  to  others ;  and  if  a 
vacancy,  then,  according  to  the  most  scmmi- 
lons,  a  right  in  the  President  to  fill  it.  The 
next  error  is  one  partly  of  fact — partly  of  con- 
straetjon.  It  conrasta  in  giving  to  tlioso  com- 
mis^oners  the  appellation  of  pablic  Uinisters, 
and  thns  bringing  them  within  the  proviso  of 
tho  constitution,  which  directs  that  such  officers 
ahnll  be  appointed  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  that  was  made  by  the  Senator 
fhtiu  Illbois,  and  supported  by  a  reference  to 
higli  authority  on  the  law  of  nationft,  did  not 
make  npon  Uie  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
impression  it  seemed  to  do  npon  the  rest  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  a  well-foonded  distinction,  that 
which  he  thus  urged,  between  a  public  Minister 
and  ft  secret  agent.  It  seems  to  be  thought 
that  the  nature  and  style  of  the  mission  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
powers  are  authenticated — not  by  the  ohorocter 
given  in  those  powers.  Sir,  there  are  grades  in 
diplomacy  which  give  different  rank  and  privi- 
leges— from  an  ambassador  to  a  secret  agent. 
The  lowest  of  these  may  have,  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  party  he  represents,  the  same 
powers  that  are  nsaslly  vested  in  the  highest. 
A  chargd  d'affaires  may  be  ordered  to  make  a 
treaty,  or  to  compliment  a  sovereign  on  hia 
accession ;  but  he  is  neiUter  more  nor  less  than 
a  oharg^  d'aSdrea— so  the  same  acta  may  be 


done  by  a  secret  agent,  having  no  pobtio  diplo- 
matic character. 

Ambassadors  and  other  public  Uinisters  are 
directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Preeident,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  coosent  of  the  Senate ; 
becaose  public  missions  required  bo  secrecy, 
although  their  instructions  might.  But  th» 
fHuners  of  the  constitution  knew  the  necessity 
of  missions,  of  which  not  only  the  object  but 
the  existence  should  be  kept  secret.  They 
therefore  wisely  made  the  co-operation  of  the 
Senate  ultimately  necessary  in  the  first  instance, 
bat  left  the  appointment  solely  to  the  President 
inthelasL 

In  the  very  instance  before  us,  if  the  preced- 
ing efforts  to  form  a  treaty  should  have  failed 
&om  too  great  a  publicity  being  dven  to  a 
misaiOD  intended  to  be  kept  secret;  if  itsbonld 
have  been  defeated  by  the  interference  of  other 
powers ;  and  tf  whatever  success  the  present 
attempt  has  had,  might  be  attribnted  to  th« 
secrecy  with  which  tiie  principal  agent  left  the 
United  States,  and  the  lanorance  of  his  object 
which  prevailed  among  the  ministers  of  other 
powers  at  Constantinople;  if  it  should  tnra 
out  that  these  things  were  so,  would  they  not 
form  strong  proofs  of  Uie  utility  of  the  distinc- 
tion between  those  different  kinds  of  agencies ; 
the  public,  by  means  of  pablic  acknowledged 
Uinisters ;  tJie  private,  by  agents  specially 
anthorized  to  perform  a  certain  act,  unlinown 
to  all  but  those  with  whom  they  treat. 

But  fault  is  found  with  the  manner  in  which 
these  agents  were  constitnted.  Their  powers, 
it  is  said,  were  under  the  broad  seal  of  the 
United  Stat^  certified  by  the  signature  of  the 
President.  This  broad  seal,  or  great  seel,  as  it 
is  alternately  called,  mokes  a  great  fignre  in  the 
argument.  Let  the  President,  says  the  Senator, 
send  his  agents,  his  messengers,  his  spies,  where 
he  pleases— let  them  be  kicked  and  cuffed  by 
the  aathorities  to  which  they  go.  he  cares  not. 
But  the  broad  seal,  the  great  seat  ehonld  nevtt 
be  pro&ned  to  such  vile  uses.  Now,  ur,  I  am 
not  qnite  so  indifferent  about  the  osage  our 
iwents  may  receive,  whether  they  are  commi»- 
Bioned  under  the  great  or  the  little  seal,  or  by 
□0  seal  at  all.  But  I  should  be  gtad  to  know  in 
what  manner  a  President  is  to  signify  to  ft 
foreign  State  his  confidence  in  the  agent  he 
employs,  or  the  powers  with  which  he  chooeea 
to  inveet  him,  in  any  other  manner  than  by  hia 
signature  to  those  powers,  and  the  addition  ot 
the  seal  of  the  United  States,  which  authenti- 
cates it  To  deny  the  use  of  these  proofs  of 
the  commission  given  to  such  agents,  is  to  ray 
that  they  shall  not  be  employed,  because  they 
can  transact  no  business  with  a  foreign  power 
without  the  nsnal  proofs  of  their  mis^on. 
But  the  right  to  employ  them  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and,  as  I  abaU 
show,  by  the  eoastitution,  and  a  unUbrm  prao* 
tice  nnder  it ;  therefore,  the  use  of  the  seal 
makes  no  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  mia* 
sion.  They  are  private  agents  for  the  transao- 
tion  of  the  business  of  the  nation :  public  ia,  in 
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one  wnee,  the  reTerae  of  secret ;  but,  in  an- 
other,  it  means  what  appertains  to  the  nation  ; 
and,  in  this  actieptatioa,  there  is  no  confoDoding 
of  t^ma,  b;  iayiog  th^  a  secret  ogeot  tn&j  be 
■ppointed  to  transact  pablio  boaineHa.  The 
oomtaiasiDnen  to  the  Porte  were  suob  secret 
ogeDta;  their  commisuon,  thoagh  it  eave  them 
plenipotentiarf  powers  for  a  oationu  purpose, 
waa  «  seoret  ageney,  and  the  President  was 
under  no  necessity  to  nominate  them  to  the 
Seoale ;  it  wonld  have  been  an  act  of  impru- 
dence if  he  liad  dune  so,  and  the  treaty  wonld, 
most  probabW-,  have  failed. 

Sir,  I  shontd  be  the  last  man  who  wonld  im- 
pute to  any  honorable  member  of  this  bod/ 
the  indiscretion  of  divnl^ng  any  thing  confi- 
dentjallj  committed  to  ns.  But  I  put  it  to  the 
Senator  who  told  us  how  safely  all  negotiations 
might  be  intrasted  to  its  maeagement,  whether 
he  ever  knew  anj  important  Hnlijeot  of  oar  con- 
fidential debates  that  was  not  nrst  whispered 
about  in  the  taTems  of  the  city,  and  soon  after- 
wards alladed  to  in  the  pnblio  papers.  The 
Tery  aatijeot  before  ns  is  an  instance  of  what  T 
■ay ;  the  iiynnction  of  secrcey  is  not  remoTed, 
and  yet  pronaions,  which  it  is  snpposed  that 
treaty  contains,  are  aa  common  a  topic  of  dis- 
onaaaon  as  if  it  had  been  pnbUahed ;  nay,  in  the 
warmtii  of  debate,  here,  with  open  doors — bnt, 
rir,  I  will  porsiie  that  subject  no  fniilier,  lest  I 
might,  in  my  own  condaot,  afford  a  proof  of 
what  I  asserL  Suffer  me  to  repeat,  that  if  ever 
there  was  a  justification  for  the  employment  of 
a  seoret  agency,  the  oircamstanoes  of  this  case 
•Sard  it  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which 
tbe  difficulty  of  confining  to  these  walls  what 
pMses  within  them  when  oar  doors  Are  shut, 
this  is  tiiat  case. 

Grant  that  these  were  secret  sgents,  and  not 
|HLblio  Hiuistera:  it  is  siud,  with  a  trinmphant 
bHiB,  show  the  power  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point them.  Bu-j  I  will  do  this,  so  that  every 
vnbelieTing  political  apostle  who  doubt^  may 
not  only  hear  and  see,  bat  shall  lay  his  finger 
tn  the  clanse.  It  is  found  in  the  express,  nn- 
•qnivocal  antltortty  given  to  the  President  to 
laake  treaties.  M,  ander  this  power,  he  himself 
iboold  make  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Minister, 
and  sabmit  it  to  the  Senate,  eonld  it  be  objeot- 
ad  to  OB  being  nnoonstitntionally  negotiated  1 
Sorely  not  by  those  who  contend  for  literal 
eons^nctiona.  Bat  no  one  has  denied  that  he 
may  do  it  also  by  others ;  mnst  snoh  others  be 
ambusadors  or  pnblio  Ministers  ?  Where  is  the 
claose  that  restricts  him  to  sach  agents  )  We 
bBT«  aaan  that,  by  the  law  of  nations,  other 
grades  are  known  and  employed  nnder  the  title 
al  aenret  agents.  What  title  in  the  oonstitntion, 
what  fivced  oonstmotion  of  any  wori  it  con- 
taina,  can  be  made  to  show  that  he  may  not 
make  choice  of  them  when  ho  deems  it  expe- 
dient 1  There  is  none.  The  power  to  make 
treatise  is  given,  and  with  it  the  power  to  em- 
ploy aU  proper  means  to  effect  it ;  secret  agents 


them  whenever  he  thinks  pablicity  would  en- 
danger the  failnre  of  his  object.  Now,  sir,  let 
ns  see  whether  a  practiual  construction,  in 
every  thing  oonformaole  to  the  principles  I  nave 
laid  down,  has  not  been  pursned,  and  from 
what  period.  A  nniform  practice  in  conformity 
with  any  particular  constmction  is  always 
strong  evidence  that  its  first  construction  is  cor- 
rect ;  as  applied  to  car  constitntion,  it  is  par- 
ticolarty  persaasive,  if  it  arose  nnder  the  man- 
agement of  th'Me  who  framed  the  instmment, 
and  best  knew  its  intent ;  anditbecoroesalmost- 
oondosive,  if  the  practice  has  been  nninterrupt- 
ed  and  onqnestioned.    All  these  characteristics, 


a  moat  employ 


invite  the 
attention  of  the  Senate. 

The  practice  of  appointing  secret  agents  b 
coeval  with  our  existence  as  a  nation,  and  f;oes 
beyond  our  acknowledgment  as  such  by  other 
powers.  All  those  great  men  who  have  figured 
m  the  history  of  our  diplomacy,  began  their 
"career,  and  performed  some  of  their  most  im- 
portant services  in  the  capacity  of  secret  agents, 
with  fail  powers.  Franklin,  Adsma,  Lee, 
were  only  commissioners;  and  in  negotiating  a 
treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the  seleo- 
IJon  of  the  secret  agentwaaleft  to  the  Ministers 
appointed  to  make  the  treaty :  and,  according- 
ly, in  the  year  178S,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefi'er- 
son  appointed  Thomas  Barclay,  who  went  to 
Morocco  and  made  a  treaty,  which  was  ratified 
by  the  2Qaisters  at  Paris. 

These  instances  show  that,  even  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  tbe  Federal  Government,  secret 
plenipotentiaries  were  known,  as  well  in  the 

firaotice  of  our  awn  oonntry  as  in  the  general 
aw  of  nations:  and  Utat  these  secret  agents 
were  not  on  a  level  with  messengers,  letter-car- 
riers, or  spies,  to  whom  it  has  been  found  ne- 
cessary in  argnment  to  assimilate  them.  On 
the  80th  March,  1796,  in  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  letters  patent  nnder  the  great  broad 
seal  of  the  United  States,  and  the  signature  of 
their  President,  (that  President  being  Qeoi^ 
Washington,)  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  David  Humphreys  was  appointed  com- 
missioner plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Algiers.  By  instructions  ft-om 
the  President,  he  was  afterwards  aathorized  to 
employ  Joseph  Donaldson  as  agent  in  that  busi- 
ness. In  May,  of  the  same  year,  he  did  appoint 
Donaldson,  who  went  to  Algiers,  and  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  same  year  concluded  a  treaty  with 
the  Dey  and  Divan,  which  was  confirmed  by 
Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  Moverabw 
in  the  same  year,  and  afterwards  ratified  by  the 

Senate  on  the  —  day  of ,  1798,  and  an 

act  passed  both  Houses  on  eth  May,  1790,  ap- 

Sroprioting  a  large  sum,  twenty-five  thousand 
ollars  annually,  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  ail  the 
f^ta  of  this  case,  with  tbe  previons  remark, 
that  the  construction  which  it  ^ves  to  the  con- 
stitation  was  made  in  Uie  earliest  years  of  the 
Federal  Qovernment,  by  the  man  who  presided 
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in  the  oonTeDtioii  which  made  Out  coastita- 
tion,  noting  witb  the  advice  and  asuBtftne«  of 
the  leading  memben  of  that  bod^,  aU  fr«ah  from 
Ito  discDBsioa ;  men  who  had  taken  prominent 
parts  in  ever;  questioii  that  arose.  Tiist  in  tbe 
SuiBte  which  ratified  it,  and  in  the  Eonse  of 
Kepreeentativee  which  earned  it  into  exeoatioii, 
were  several  members,  not  only  of  the  oonTen- 
tion  when  it  was  formed,  bnt  of  the  State  as- 
semblies  where  it  waa  disonased,  onaljied,  every 
bidden  defect  bronght  to  light;  every  possible 
inconvenience  predicted ;  every  oonstruotian 
given  that  ingenaity,  sharpened  by  opposition 
--' ty    feeling,    could   conceive ;    where 
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by  article,  phrase  by  phrsfte,  not  a  word,  not  a 

?  liable,  escaping  their  inqnigitorial  scnitiny. 
et,  by  those  men,  with  this  perfect  and  recent 
knowledge  of  the  conatitation,  acting  nnder  the 
solemn  ooligation  to  preserve  it  inviolate,  and 
wiUiOnt  any  poBSible  motive  to  make  them  for- 
get their  duty,  was  this  first  precedent  set; 
withont  a  ringle  doubt  on  the  mmd  that  it  was 
correct;  withontprotestjwithonteven  remark. 
A  precedent  going  the  foil  lengtli  of  that  which 
is  now  nnhedtal^igly  called  a  lawless,  uncon- 
stitDtional  osorpation;  bearing  the  preeent  aot 
oat  in  all  its  parts,  amd  in  some  pmnts  going 
mnch  beyond  it  Like  the  present  case,  it  waa 
an  appointment  in  the  recess  of  a  oommissioner, 
with  foil  powers  to  make  a  treaty ;  those  pow- 
ers were  anthentioated  as  these  were,  by  the 
rignatnre  of  the  President  and  the  great  aeal  of 
the  nation.  Bntit  differs  in  thia,  tliot  the  com- 
mission to  Col.  Humphreys  was  an  original  apt- 
poiatmeat,  and,  therefore,  acAoiding  to  the  new 
dootrine,  more  objectionable,  no  Dunist«r  hav- 
jDB  before  been  ^>pointed  to  treat  with  Algiets. 
Wnereas,  in  this  case,  a  previous  oommission 
had  been  given  by  Ur.  Adams,  which  was  va- 
cated by  uie  recaU  of  Uie  first  powers,  and  the 
i^polntment  of  Rhind,  Offley,  and  Biddie.  It 
went  infinitely  further  than  this,  in  giving  to 
the  Uinister  the  snthority  to  iqipoint  a  sabsd- 
tnte^  and  in  the  fact  that  the  substitut«  nego- 
tiat«d  and  made  the  treaty — the  Uinister  re- 
mainins  in  Lisbon,  and  Donaldson  going  alone 
to  Algiers,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Mark,  too,  that  the  commission  to  Hompbreys 
is  dat^  only  three  weeks afterthe adjournment 
of  the  Senate  in  March ;  tbot  Donaldson  was 
employed  in  May ;  and  that  neither  Bumphreya 
nor  Donaldson  were  ever  nominated  to  the 
Senate,  althongh  Uiey  of  course  met  in  the  Be- 
oember  following.  Look,  sir,  into  the  execative 
Jonmal  before  you.  So  nomination  of  Hum- 
phreys, nnder  Uiis  commisnon — not  a  syllable 
said  of  Donaldson.  Yet,  when  the  treaty  came, 
it  was  ratified ;  yet  both  Houses  passed  a  law 
for  carrying,  W  nomuu,  this  very  treaty  into 
effect ;  no  squeamisbness  about  the  phrase  un- 
der which  tJie  appropriation  should  be  made ; 
nothing  hidden ;  the  .whole  transaction — the 
mode  of  iU  execution — the  agents  by  whd^  it 
waa  ^ected,  brood  seal  and  aU — the  appellation 


of  the  agent,  commissioner  plenipotentiary, 
which  is  now  so  offendve,  all  spread  before  t^ 
Benat«,  composed  of  men,  four-fifths  of  whom 
I  may,  I  think,  say,  had  either  wded  in  maUng 
the  constitution,  or  deliberated  on  the  proprie- 
ty of  its  adoption,  and  this  treaty  sent  to  Uiem 
by  George  Washington.  Yet,  with  all  theee 
bad^  of  lawless,  unconstitutional  nsnrpation 
on  Its  back,  the  treaty  is  ratified— the  law 
passes.  No  grave  Senator,  no  independent  rep- 
resentative rises  to  oppose  tbifigrosa  assimiptdon 
of  power.  Bid  patriotism  sleep  on  its  postt 
Where  were  the  watchful,  the  sworn  guanlians 
of  the  constitution,  thus  palpably  violated! 
Where  were  the  Senators,  jealous  of  their 
rights )  Where  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, sent  to  guard  the  palladinm  of  their  liber- 
ties! All  £lent;  not  a  word  of  opposition; 
not  a  whisper  of  donbt.  And  yettheviolation, 
"  grosa,  open,  palpable " — more  gross,  more 
open,  more  palpable  than  the  one  we  are  now 
warned  agams^  because  in  more  points  it  oon- 
tradicts  the  constmction  that  Is  a^rmed  as  the 
only  true  and  orthodox  faitJi  by  which  we  may 
be  politically  saved.  Ought  not  this  practic^ 
and  contemporaneous  oonstmctioD,  even  if  it 
stood  alone,  to  create  some  donbt  of  the  doc- 
trines we  are  so  vehemently  urged  to  adopt  I 
Ought  not  the  example  of  Washington,  even  if^ 
in  our  superior  wisdom,  we  now,  for  the  first 
time,  gnided  by  new  lights, .  find  it  wrong, 
ought  it  not  to  command  some  little  indulgence 
for  those  who  follow  it  ? 

Will  it  be  said  that  this  example  does  not  ap- 
ply) Let  the  difference  be  pointed  out;  and 
where  tbey  differ,  the  example  set  by  Washing 
ton  will  be  found  more  at  war  with  the  princi- 
ples Iwd  down  by  the  Senator  from  Virginii^ 
than  the  acta  which  he  now  denounces  as  un- 
constjtutional. 

Will  he  refer  again  to  Hie  war-conducting 
power,  and  call  tlie  treaty  with  Al^pers  an  ar- 
mislioe!  The  treaty  itself  replies  to  this 
answer — it  is  a  treaty  of  commerce,  as  well  aa 
of  peace. 

Bat  tJiis  is  not  an  isolated  case.  In  the  very 
same  year,  on  the  same  day  of  the  year,  the 
SOth  March,  17SB,  David  Humphreys  received 
another  commission,  by  letters  patent  from 
President  Washington,  authenticated  in  thu 
same  manner,  constituting  him  commissioner 
plenipotentiary  ibr  negotiating  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  "Uie  most  iJlnstrions  the  Bashaw, 
Lords,  and  Governors  of  the  city  and  kiogdom 
of  Tripoli,"  with  like  power  of  substitution.  On 
the  10th  Febrnary,  1796,  he  transferred  hia 
powers  to  Joel  Barlow ;  and,  on  the  8d  Janu- 
ary, 17flT,  Mr,  Barlow  made  a  treaty  with  the 
Bashaw  and  his  Divan,  which  waa,  in  like 
manner  with  the  former,  approved  by  Col. 
Hnmphreya,  at  lisbOD,  on  the  IQth  February, 
1797,  and  was  ratified  b^  the  Senate  the  follow- 
ing session.  Here  we  tmd  three  sesuons.  aftw 
the  commission,  pass,  before  the  treaty  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Sent^te  for  its  confirmation,  during 
all  which,  no  noiyination  of  either  Humphreys 
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or  Bariow  was  made.  Sorely,  if  a  doubt  had 
oroesed  the  mind  of  the  President,  that  mind  of 
which  the  eminent  cbancteristioa  were  delilicr- 
Ation  knd  pmdeDce,  if  the  shadow  of  a  donbt 
had  pasaed  orer  it,  would  not  ttie  same  regard 
for  uie  oonstitation,  for  which  he  was  eqoally 
remartable,  have  induced  bim  hi  coDsnit  tiia 
eabinet,  to  consult,  as  he  freqaentlj  did,  on 
other  and  lees  important  oc«a«ons,  the  Senate! 
Bir,  be  bad  nodonbta;  the  ^eateat  and  beat, 
end  most  pradent  man  in  the  conntry  bad  no 
donbts.  His  advisera  bad  none— the  8«nat« 
had  none.  The  Hoose  of  Representatives  did 
not  besitftte;  and  the  nation,  filled  with  men 
whoee  minds  were  enlightened  by  continued 
dncnasions  of  the  oonstitntion,  approved.  Yet 
ire  donbt.  Nay,  more,  we  decide;  and,  ad- 
mitting no  contrariety  of  opinion,  stigmatize  tiiat 
Tery  eondoot  thns  parsued  by  Washington,  as 
lawless  nsnrpation.  That  great  man,  very  soon 
after  this,  retired  from  office,  carrying  with  bim 
tiie  benedictionB  of  bis  fellow'citiEeDa,  and  little 
miapecting  that  this  wise  and  upright  act  of  his 
adroiniatzation  wonjd  draw  down  on  those  who 
eopied  it  the  reproaches  we  have  heard.  John 
Aoama,  who,  beffldes  the  great  share  he  hod  in 
forming  the  constitntion,  was  pre-eminently 
qnalified  to  jndge  on  every  qneahon  relating  to 
foreign  intercom^e;  who  might  be  styled  Uie 
founder  of  American  diplomacy — John  Adams 
Kicceeded  him.  -  And  he,  too,  strange  as  it  may 
appear — be,  too,  fell  into  the  same  fatal  error, 
or  (if  the  case  is  as  clear  as  ia  anppoaed)  was 
guilty  of  the  same  nnpardonable  fanlt.  He.  too, 
on  the  18th  of  December,  1798,  pat  hia  signa- 
ture and  the  great  broad  aeal  of  the  nation  to 
t.  paper,  vesting  Richard  O'Brien,  William 
E^on,  and  Jomea  Leander  Oatbcart,  with  full 
powers  to  negotiate  with  the  Dey  and  Regency 
of  Tnnia,  alterationa  in  a  certain  treaty  mwie  in 
Uie  year  1797,  by  Joseph  Famin,  wbo  calls 
himself  a  "  French  merchant  residing  at  Tmiis, 
and  chargg  d'afiturea  of  the  United  States." 
These  gentlemen  made  the  new  treaty  on  the 
t\h  Maroh,  17B9 ;  yet  neither  the  nomination 
of  the  French  merohant^  wbo  made  the  first 
b«Aty,  (which  mast  have  been  in  the  time  of 
Oeneral  Washington,)  nor  of  the  three  other 
oommisuonere,  was  ever  snbmitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate. And  it  is  remarkable  that  this  last  ap- 
pointment was  mode  on  the  16th  December, 
when  the  Senate  was  in  session. 

Baring  the  administration  of  the  next  Presi- 
dent, Thomas  JefferBOn,  only  one  treaty  with 
the  Barbary  Powers  (that  with  Tripoli)  was 
ntade ;  hnt  as  the  negotiation  was  carried  on 
by  Vi.  Lear,  the  public  Minister  of  the  Dnited 
States  at  that  place,  nothing  can  be  inferred 
from  this  transaction  that  bears  on  the  qnestion; 
bat  Jefferson's  co-operation  in  the  two  appoint- 
mentfl  which  I  have  quoted,  by  General  Wash- 
ington, leaves  no  donbt  of  bis  construction  of 
the  constitntion: 

Here  we  have  the  practice  of  Washington, 
Adams,  and  Je&rson,  uniformly  the  same, 
Banctioning  every  part  of  the  conduct  poraued 
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by  tfae  present  Chief  Magistrate ;  and,  in  some 
instances,  as  I  have  shown,  pushing  the  con* 
strnction  farther  than  be  has  foand  it  necessary 
to  go.  Bnt  this  is  not  all :  Mr.  Madison  comes 
next.  If  any  voice  can  be  called  the  oracle  of 
the  constitntion,  it  ia  his :  if  any  practice  under 
it  can  be  deemed  void  of  error  or  intentional 
wrong,  it  is  that  of  the  wise,  the  venerated 
Madison.  What  did  he  do  t  He  followed  pre- 
cisely the  route  in  which  his  predecessors  trod. 
In  the  year  1816,  hostilities  having  been  com- 
menced "by  Alters,  be  commissioned  William 
Sbaler,  and  the  gallant  and  lamented  Decatur, 
to  n^otiite  with  them.  They  concluded  a 
treaty  on  board  of  the  Dnited  States  ship  Guer- 
riere.  But  he  never  nominated  them  to  the  ' 
Senate ;  yet  the  treaty,  like  the  others,  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate  in  the  sacoeeding  session, 
withont  a  question  as  to  their  right  to  co-oper- 
ate in  the  appointment  He  it  ww,  too,  who, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  sent  the  commission 
which  made  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 

Again :  Difflcoltiea  having  anvea  as  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Algiers,  another 
oommiasion  was  iasned  on  the  21th  of  Angnst, 
1818,  to  William  Sbaler  and  Isaac  Cbaancey, 
who  renewed  the  former  treaty,  with  altera- 
tions, on  the  SSd  of  December  of  the  some  year. 
And  ag^n  the  Senate  were  kept  in  ignorance 
of  the  appointment,  until  the  treaty  was  sent 
to  them  for  ratification.  This  is  the  lost  treaty 
with  any  of  the  powers  professing  the  Mahome- 
tau  faith,  prior  to  the  one  that  has  ^ven  rise 
to  this  discusaion.  And,  in  forming  this,  the 
President,  with  stronger  reasons  for  secrecy 
than  any  of  his  predeoessors  had,  has  only,  as 
far  as  he  has  gone,  followed  their  example — 
followed  his  own  and  their  construction  of  the 
coQstitationr—and  exercised  no  power  that  had 
not  for  forty  years-  been  itnivwsally  acknowl- 
edged to  be  legitimate.  I  bring  the  acquies- 
oenoe  down  to  this  moment,  because  the  qnes- 
tions  raised  on  the  Panama  mission  are  not  tnose 
to  which  this  transaction  ^ivea  rise.  Then  the 
objection  was  to  an  appomtment  of  a  pecoliar 
nature — a  mission,  not  to  a  partionlar  power, 
bnt  to  a  Congress  of  powers ;  it  was  not  snp- 
poaed  to  be  strictly  diplomatic ;  our  agents,  it 
was  feared,  were  to  act  as  deputies  to  a  con- 
federative  (Government,  rather  than  as  Ministers, 
And  to  this  was  added  the  difficulty,  at  that 
time  first  raised,  to  the  power  of  creating  a  new 
misaon  in  the  reoeas;  here,  however,  Uie  first 
objection  cannot  apply,  and  the  previous  ap- 
pointment by  Mr.  Adamatakea  away  the  aecond. 
The  objection,  then,  to  the  making  a  treaty  by 
secret  agents,  whose  nomination  is  not  sent  to 
the  Senate,  i^  I  repeat,  a  new  objection  made 
to  an  established,  and,  as  I  believe,  a  perfectly 
constitutional  practice.  The  objection  is  new, 
bat  it  may  yet  be  well  founded,  alihoogh  I  can- 
not perceive  its  force;  and  not  perceiving  it, 
must  be  permitted  to  think  it  paasing  strange 
that  it  never  before  occurred  to  one  single  in- 
dividual, who  has  ever  expressed  his  opiuioii 
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OD  the  satgeot,  as  far  as  mj  limited  informatioD 
goes. 

There  are  two  other  Preetdenta  whose  acts 
ODd  optnioDS  on  this  subject  we  have  to  ex- 
amine,  ID  order  to  complete  the  series. 

On  Mr,  Monroe's  acoessioii  to  the  Preaidenoy, 
he  found  our  peace  secnred  with  the  Barbarj 
Powers;  he  had,  therefore,  no  commissioners 
to  appoint  to  tliem  ;  but  be  had  parUcipated, 
as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  State,  in  those 
which  bad  been  sent  bj  Mr.  Madison  ;  and  we 
ma;,  therefore,  fairlf  suppose,  that,  if  the  occa- 
sion had  offered,  he  would  have  followed  the 
same  coarse.  But,  during  his  admin istratlon, 
and  that  of  his  sncoessor,  it  was  found  conven- 
ient, in  the  exercise  of  the  same  constitutional 
right  of  making  treaties,  to  employ  other 
agents  than  "  ambassadors  or  pnblic  ministers," 
to  form  treaties  with  Enropean  and  Christian 
powers,  aa  bad  been  formerly  done  with  tlie 
Mahometan  States  of  Africa.  Differences  bad 
existed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1S02  with  Spain, 
not  only  of  boundary,  but  on  account  of  claims, 
to  a  vast  amonat.  The  settlement  of  the  divid- 
ing  line  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
would  take  from  or  add  to  our  territory  an  ex- 
tent sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  several 
States.  And  the  acquisition  of  Florida  had  al- 
ways been  considered  as  a  matter  of  primary 
importance,  I^  then,  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  objects;  if  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  the  party,  required  thW  the  negotiation  should 
he  condacted  by  pnblic  Ministers,  and  that  their 
appointment  should  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
here  was  the  case.  Here  was  not  even  the  plea 
of  the  recess.  For  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, in  1818-'19,  Mr.  Monroe  gave  to  Mr. 
Adams  plenipotentiary  powers  to  treat  with 
the  Minister  of  Spain,  and  make  a  settlement  of 
all  these  important  matters.  He  gave  these 
powers  by  oommiseion  nnder  the  great  seal. 
He  never  communicated  the  appointment  to  the 
Senate,  altbongh  they  were  in  session.  The 
negotiation  was  carried  on  in  the  very  place 
where  they  sat,  and  was  conelnded  before  they 
adjourned,  by  a  treaty  which  purchased  the  two 
Floridas ;  settled  our  boondary,  by  abandoning 
our  cl^ms  to  the  immense  extent  of  conntry 
between  theBiodelNorteaudtheSobine;  and 
mode  a  charge  on  our  Treasury  of  five  millions 
of  dollars.  Yes,  sir,  this  trea^  was  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and  not  one  word  of  reprobation, 
not  an  accent  of  doubt  uttered  as  to  uie  irregn- 
laiity  of  the  commission  by  which  it  was  ne^ 
tiated ;  and  both  Houses  ooncnrred  in  passmg 
laws  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

Agfun :  When  Mr.  Adams  come  to  the  Presi- 
dency, he  in  like  manner,  in  the  year  1826, 
commissioned  Mr.  Clay  to  treatof  and  conclude 
a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
Minister  of  Denmark ;  which  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  26th  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Senate,  and  in  like  manner 
ratified  by  them,  altbough  the  oppointment  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  never  made  known  totbe  Senate, 
and  of  conrse  was  not  confirmed  by  them.    And 


we,  wr,  we  onrselvea,  every  one  of  ns,  who  now 
hear  or  make  these  denunciations — we  have 
ratified  a  treaty  made  with  one  of  the  greatest 
powers  of  Christendom,  by  a  plenipotontiaiy 
oommissioDed  nnder  the  great  seal,  whose  ap- 
pointment was  never  sanctioned  or  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  its  advice;  and  that,  too,  a  power 
with  which  before  we  had  no  diplomatic  inter- 
course'-with  Austria — made  by  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  nnder  a  special  appointment 
by  the  Preadent.    Shonld  it  be  said  that  this 

Practice  of  employing  a  special  Minister  at 
ome  to  make  treaties  with  a  foreign  power, 
is  of  modem  date ;  that  it  does  not,  like  the 
case  of  the  Uediterranean  commissions,  mn 
back  to  the  early  part  of  our  diplomatic  history, 
I  would  answer  that  this,  too,  is  an  error,  and 
that  my  constmction  is  sanctioned  in  this  also 
by  the  practice  of  'Washington.  As  eariy  as 
the  year  1796,  some  doubts  having  arisen  as  to 
the  operation  of  the  third  article  of  Mr.  Jay's 
treaty,  Mr,  Pickeijng  was  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiate an  explanatory  article,  which  was  agreed 
to,  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  ratified  with- 
out  any  nomination  of  the  negotiator  to  the 

Now,  sir,  does  not  lliis  nniform,  this  nnque»- 
tioned  practice,  carried  throngh  every  Presi- 
dency, from  that  of  tlie  Father  of  his  Connlry  to 
that  of  the  present  incumbent ;  is  it  not  strongly 
persuasive  of  the  correctness  of  that  construc- 
tion which  gives  to  the  Prendent  the  power  to 
make  treaties  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expe- 
dient, by  a  special  agent,  instead  of  a  pablia 
Minister— to  give  fall  powers,  nnder  the  great 
seal,  to  anch  special  agent,  and  to  omit  nomi- 
nating him  to  the  Senate  when  he  thinks  prop- 
er) Wi]]  it  be  sud  that  the  instances  I  have 
last  mentioned  do  not  apply,  because  the  Secre- 
tary, of  State  was  the  agent  I  Bat  he  was 
the  agent  only  by  the  special  commission,  given 
to  him  by  the  President—a  commisdon,  viuiout 
which  he  conld  not  have  acted,  which  oa  hia 
ftill  power,  he  was  obliged  to  interchange  with 
the  Minister  with  whom  he  treated,  before  the 
negotiation  could  bepn.  It  as  Secretary  of 
State,  the'  duty  could  have  been  done,  mere 
instmotions  would  have  sufficed — no  commis- 
sion would  have  been  necessary.  Bat  in  every 
instance  commissionB  were  delivered,  in  the 
same  form,  as  to  powers  that  are  used  for 
Ministers  going  abroad.  The  President  might 
have  selected  any  other  individual,  and  the  case 
is  as  strongly  in  point  as  if  he  had.  Will  the 
gentleman  point  out  the  difference  between 


-eprobates }  If  the  President  may  appoint  a 
special  agent  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  had  none  before,  withont  sub- 
mitting the  nomination  to  the  Senate ;  if  he 
may  make  such  an  appointment  for  a  negotia- 
tion here,  can  he  not  make  a  similar  appoint- 
ment for  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  Con- 
stantinople t  If  the  latter  is  forbidden,  where 
is  the  otause  that  anthorizes  the  formerl    If 
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the  fomier  Is  legal,  where  is  the  clsase  that  ex- 
'  olndee  the  latter  ?  Are  not  both  exercised  nn- 
der  the  some  oooBtitational  aathoritj  t  Vhj, 
thett,  gonotion  the  one  and  denonooe  the  other  I 
It  i4>peaiH  to  me  that  a  Batiabotoiy  anawer  to 
these  queriM  would  be  difflonlt,  even  to  the 
ingeniiitf  of  the  mover  of  the  amendment;  and 
thiit  it  would  be  scxnewhst  diScnlt  for  him  to 
■how  tiiat  there  is  any  one  of  the  inconvenienoeB 
and  dangers  whtoh  be  q>preheiids,  from  the  sp- 

_.-_^ .  ..  !__! wi^  ftill powers, 

it  does  not  attach 
^  its  at  home.  Bnt 
these  dangers  are  im^inarj  in  both  oases. 
Nothing  either  of  them  can  do  has  axij  foree 
-onlal  we  sanation  it.  And  in  requiring  the  as- 
Kut  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  to  eyery  treaty, 
tboee  who  made  oar  form  of  Oovemment 
thoot^t  thej  might  safely  tmst  tbe  disoretion 
of  the  PrsBident  in  aeleoting  the  agents  for 
making  it. 

But  to  remove  all  groond  for  the  distinction, 
take  an  instance  irom  the  same  collection  of 
treaties  vhieh  I  have  before  quoted.  In  the 
year  1818,  lb.  Oatlatio,  then  onr  Minister  in 
EVance,  was  commissioned  Jointly  with  Ur, 
Bosh,  onr  ICnister  at  St.  James',  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  with  England,  in  the  same  manner  that 
tbe  Secretaries  of  State  were  commissioned  to 
negotiate  at  Wasliington.  TiiiB  n<Hnination  was 
never  submitted  to  the  Senate,  yet  a  most  im- 
portant convention,  made  under  that  appoint- 
ment, was  ratified  by  the  Senate ;  so  that  here 
we  have  commisrioners  appointed  at  home, 
almiBd,  to  Ohristians  as  well  as  infidels,  in  every 
farm,  in  every  oharacter  in  which  the  power 
can  be  exercised,  and  in  every  fonn  acEnowl- 
edged  by  the  eo-oidinate  branches  of  Govem- 
mcsit  to  be  constitutional  and  right ;  and  yet, 
rir,  it  is  now  undertaken  to  arraign  and  denounce 
it  as  B  nsnrpation.  The  second  ground  of  accu- 
ntion,  that  the  nomination,  though  made  in 
ttie  recess,  was  not  submitted  to  the  Senate 
when  they  met,  has  been  anticipated.  It  may 
be  JDstified  on  several  gronnds ;  which  were 
those  which  actuated  tbe  President,  as  I  am 
not  in  his  oounsels,  I  do  not  know.  It  may  be 
Jnstified  on  the  nooesdty  of  keeping  the  mission 
a  aeeret,  nntil  the  result  was  known ;  on  his 
0On*)itutional  power  of  originating  a  secret 
misnon  without  the  co-operation  of  Uie  Senate ; 
md  on  the  inutility  of  naming  persons  to  be 
eoaflnned  in  offices  which  were  temporary  in 
their  nature,  and  which  mnst  expire  before  the 
eonfiraudion  by  the  Senate  could  be  made,  or 
at  any  rata  before  it  oonld  reach  them.  Thus 
the  treaty  with  the  Forte  haviag  been  completed 
hefhre  ttie  adjournment  of  Oongress  at  the 
Uat  session,  it  would  have  been  useless  to  con- 
firm the  powers  of  the  negotiators.  I  pass  over 
tbe  argument  to  show  that,  although  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Offley  particularly  states  that  he  signed 
the  treaty  on  Sonday,  yet  he  tnnst  have  been 
mistaken,  beoonse  no  Obristian  in  a  country  of 
inAdela  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  tbe 
Obristian  sabbath.  I  pass  that  over  with  ask- 
Toi.  XL— IS 


ing  how  often  we  ourselves,  when  duty  requir- 
ed it,  have  not  eat  and  delilierated  within  these 
very  walls  on  the  same  sacred  day;  and 
whether  disobedience  to  any  of  oar  legal  acts, 
done  at  such  a  time,  would  he  excused  on  the 
allegation  of  an  impossibility  of  oor  having  been 
guilty  of  tbe  breach, 

Thdbsdat,  February  24, 

FtnitentiaTyPunMmmte/DuMmgtGamiUTiSf, 
and  Forging  in  the  Dittrict  of  Columbia. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OiuiniKBe,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  within  the  Disbict  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  0.  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  last  be- 
fore the  Senate,  debate  arose  on  a  motion  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
UAnra)  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  District 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  striking  out  the 
clause  relative  to  punishment  for  dcelling,  or 
being  concerned  in  a  duel.  The  amount  and 
importance  of  the  business  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  expediency  of  early  acting  upon  it,  in- 
duced him  to  waive  any  remarks  at  this  time 
on  the  motion,  that  the  sense  of  the  S^iate 
might  at  once  be  t«:ken  upon  it.  If  the  hill  was 
recommitted,  the  committee  would  of  course 
report  the  hill  with  the  clause  stricken  out ; 
and  he  conld  see  no  neoeswty  for  its  recommit. 
ment,  because  the  qnestion  might  as  well  be 

Mr.  HATira  explained  the  reasons  why  it  had 
not  been  in  bis  power  to  make  the  motion  at 
an  earlier  day.  He  was  desiroos  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  particular  claase  of 
the  bill.  If  tbe  recommitment  took  place,  the 
committee  would  either  strike  out  the  clause, 
or  so  modify  it  as  to  meet  tbe  views  of  the 
Senate.  A  speedy  decision  on  the  bill  was  de- 
sirable, and  ne  took  the  occasion  to  say,  that. 
if  this  recommitment  took  place,  there  would 
be  no  further  opposition  on  hia  part.  Under 
the  presfflit  provisions  of  tbe  bill,  not  only  the 
parties  convicted  of  fighting  a  dnel,  bat  the 
bearer  of  the  challenge,  t£e  surgeon,  Ac., — every 
accessory — was  to  be  punished  by  five  years' 
hard  labor  in  Uie  penitentiary.  With  due 
rence  to  those  who  introduced  this  clause 
into  the  bill,  be  was  of  opinion  that  so  severe  a 
mode  of  punishment  would  destroy  the  whole  ■ 
object  of  the  provision.  The  punishment  was 
BO  severe,  that  no  Jury  would  be  found  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Tbe  punish- 
ment for  crime  should  be  adapted  to  the  preju- 
dices, the  passions,  and  opinions  of  the  people, 
and  a  milder  course  would  befound  to  answer  a 
more  practical  purpose.  Perhaps  the  better 
oonrse  would  be  to  strike  out  the  clause  al- 
together from  tbe  present  bill,  and  then,  by 
special  Btatuto,  preBcril>e  the  punishment  for 
duelling.  This  bill  went  fhrther  than  tiie  laws 
of  any  State  of  the  Union  on  the  snt^ect ;  and 
he  thonght  that  if  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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States,  under  the  aoapiceB  of  the  Senator  from 
LonisiaiiEi,  shoald  pass  a  law  determining  what 
the  puDiahment  in  snoh  cases  ahoold  be,  the 
several  St«tes  would  adopt  the  regalatiODs  of 
Buch  a  law. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommit- 
ted ;  bat,  at  the  soggestioD  of  Mr.  Ohajibeb8, 
the  vote  was  reoonmdered,  and  the  Senate  atruck 
oDt  the  clause  referred  to  altogether. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 


The  Senate  having  reaomed  the  oonaideraUon 
of  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  n^otiatora  of 
the  Tnrkuh  treat;', 

Ur.  TTI.BB  BBid,  the  Senator  from  Loalsiana 
(Ur.  Livinqston)  bad  commenced  the  speech 
which  he  yestcrdaj  delivered,  bj  repeating, 
with  mnoh  emphasis,  the  words  "  a  lawless  act 
and  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  Senate." 
These  words  had  fallen  from  my  coUoagae,  said 
Hr.  T.,  and  seemed  to  have  excited  the  feelings 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  and,  in  some  degree 
bis  displeasare.  Mj  colleague  requires  no  aid 
from  me,  or  any  other  individnal,  to  jnatlfy 
either  his  language  or  his  conduct.  The  mo- 
tives of  the  last  will  at  all  times  be  above  re- 
I)roach ;  and  the  language  which  he  may  at  any 
time  use  wiH  never  fail  to  convey  must  strongly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  represent.  I 
will,  however,  say  to  the  boaorabte  Senator, 
that  if  eithermy  aoUeagneor  myself  use  expres- 
sions not  familiar  to  the  ears  of  courtiers,  he 
most  excuse  our  raetioity,  and  aaerihe  our  fault 
to  our  course  of  edncation,  and  the  land  from 
which  we  come.  The  inhabitants  of  that  re- 
ptiblic  are  somewhat  a  bold  aud  fearless  race, 
and  practise  upon  a  principle  which  has  been, 
for  all  time,  prevalent  amongst  them,  of  calling 
things  by  their  right  names.  If  an  act  be  done 
without  law,  they  call  it  lawless ;  if  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  right  of  others,  they  say  so,  whom- 
soever it  may  offend. 

The  same  gentleman  has  more  than  intimated 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  place  for  this  dis- 
onssion ;  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
carried  it  on  in  secret  session.  I  differ  with 
him  in  this,  as  in  mnch  else.  By  and  by  I  ehall 
show  that  the  opportunity  was  not  afforded 
nntil  the  bill  upon  your  table  came  up  for  oon- 
taderation ;  but  if  It  had  been,  onr  secret  cham- 
ber is  CO  place  for  tBe  discussion  of  a  great 
constitntional  qaestioa  It  was  proper  in  every 
point  of  view,  that  the  debate  should  be  in 
this  place.  Here  before  the  public,  the  attack 
^onld  be  made.  In  the  face  of  the  world  our 
reasons  sbonld  be  given  for  onr  course  of  con- 
duct, and  for  the  attitnde  we  assume  upon  this 
important  subject.  This  disonseiim  has  been 
forced  upon  us,  from  what  motives,  and  for 
what  ends,  I  leave  to  others  to  determine.  Ev- 
ery Senator  here  can  testify  that  my  colleague, 
in  a  day  or  two  after  taking  his  seat  this  ses- 
sion, announced  his  opposition  to  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  in  regard  to  the  late 


mission  to  Constantinople.  J'he  Secretary  of 
State  knew  his  opinions  at  an  early  day,  and 
yet  the  plain,  the  obvious,  the  palpable  oourM 
by  which  »i\  controversy  might  have  been 
avoided,  bas  been  made  to  yield  to  this.  The 
torch  of  discord  has  tieen  thrown  among  ns, 
and  the  unity  of  the  party  with  which  we  have, 
with  but  one  exception,  acted,  is  for  the  tim« 
broken  np.  This  claim  of  individuals,  resting 
merely  on  a  contract  with  the  President,  is  di- 
verted from  the  ordinary  oonrse  of  private  and 
individual  legislation,  and  attempted  to  be 
thrust  into  the  general  app^riation  bilL 

I  am  aware  of  the  effert  of  this,  whatever 
Qie  design.  A  hue  and  cry  is  to  be  raised  at 
oar  heels.  An  anecdote  will  serve  to  illusb-ate 
its  character.  The  night  suoceeding  the  day  on 
which  my  colleagne  delivered  his  powerful  ar- 
gument on  this  question,  the  ice  in  the  Poto- 
mac was  put  in  motion,  and,  pressed  on  by  the 
mountain  torrent  produced  by  the  thaw,  car- 
ried of  a  part  of  the  bridge  connecting  this 
with  the  Virginia  shore.  A  gentleman  gave 
me  the  information,  and  said,  with  archness, 
the  connection  between  Virginia  and  the  Pres- 
ident's mansion  is  now  severed.  Hyoolleagne's 
speech  doubtless  produced  the  thaw ;  and  to 
him,  also,  will  be  ascribed  whatever  evil  shall 
arise  from  this  diBcuSaion.  All  are  esteemed 
schismatics  who  oppose  themselves,  no  matter 
upon  what  ground,  to  an  error  committed ;  and 
we  ahall  be  pronounced  heretics  by  the  political 
Catholio  church.  In  other  words,  ui  act  is  done 
which  in  our  conBoienoes  we  cannot  approve — 
which  those  who  have  the  management  of  this 
affair  are  told  in  advance  we  cannot  approva; 
and  then  we  all  are  to  be  denounoed  as  schis- 
matioa,  and  all  the  vials  of  wrath  are  to  be 
emptied  on  our  heads.  This,  air,  is  a  pei^ 
version  of  all  justice,  of  all  moral  riile.  Those 
who  perpetrate  the  error,  must  surely  be  re- 
sponsible for  consequences  resulting  from  it. 

It  is  onr  duty,  Mr.  President,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, and  however  situated,  to  be  fUth- 
fiil  to  the  constitntion.  £tto  perpttaa  sfaonld 
be  the  motto  of  all  in  regard  to  that  instm- 
ment,  and  more  emphatically  those  into  whose 
hands  it  is  committed  by  the  parties  to  the 
compact  of  union.  Sir,  parties  may  succeed, 
and  will  succeed  each  other ;  stars  that  shine 
with  brilliancy  to-day,  may  be  struck  from  their 
spheres  to-morrow ;  convulsion  may  follow  con- 
vulsion ;  the  battiementa  may  rock  about  as, 
and  the  storm  rage  in  iti  wildest  fury ;  bat 
while  the  constitution  is  preserved  inviolate, 
the  liberties  of  the  country  will  be  secore. 
When  we  are  asked  to  lay  down  the  constitu- 
tion upon  the  shrine  of  party,  our  answer  i^ 
the  price  demanded  is  too  great.  If  required 
to  pass  over  its  violation  in  silence,  we  reply, 
that  to  do  so  would  be  infidelity  to  our  trust, 
and  treason  to  those  who  sent  us  here.  The 
constant  effort  of  Virginia  has  been  directed 
to  its  preservation ;  the  political  conflict  of  the 
hour  has  never  led  her  to  yield  it  for  an  in- 
stant.   No  matter  with  what  solemnity  Uie  vi- 
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olatioa  has  been  nteoded ;  althoogh  unationed 
bj  the  two  Hoosea  of  Oongreas  and  the  Fresj- 
mnt  of  the  United  States,  and  conSrmed  bf 
jndicial  de(»sion,  she  baa  not  halted  in  her  dntj. 
Sow  litlie,  then,  aboold  we  be  entitled  to  rep- 
r«Miit  her,  if  we  ooold  bo  tu  target  onrselvee 
M  to  hobble  in  our  cooree.  Let  me,  ur,  be  di»- 
tinodf  nndentood.  I  lay  down  no  mie  for 
otbwB.  Seoaton  here  will  prescribe  rules  for 
tbeoiaelveiL  No  doubt  all  will  be  governed  bj 
motives  eqnallj  pore  and  honorable ;  but,  hold- 
ing the  opinions  wlvch  I  do  npon  this  subject, 
I  uioold  eat«em  mjeelf  the  veriest  recreant  to 
B17  most  solemn  obligations,  )f  I  ooold  bring 
mjself  to  Baj^Mtrt  this  ^propriation. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  pronoanced 
it  a  new  dieoovery  which  we  have  mode — a 
new  disoovery,  sir  I  Was  it  not  proved  to  the 
Beoate  the  other  day,  that  the  power  had  al- 
w^s  been  denied  to  the  President  of  sending 
ICnisters  to  foreign  ooatts  of  hia  own  mere  mo- 
tion t  ^,  neither  the  discovery  is  new,  nor 
tbt)  dootnne ;  both  are  as  old  as  the  oonstitu- 
tioD  itself,  aa  I  sboU  presently  demonstrate, 
from  the  very  letter  of  Uiat  instrument.  What 
was  that  qneatdon  which  bnt  a  few  years  sinoe 
divided  thu  Senate  t  What  was  the  Panama 
rtioa,  bat  the  bone,  flesh,  and  sinew  of 


r  ofAi  PmidtiU  M  Origimalt  JSmSont. 
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[Mr.  LmFOBTON  eipluned.  He  had  epoki 
of  secTOt  agencies :  no  one  bad  ever  objected 
to  tbeni  as  nnconttitutiooal.] 

Sir,  said  Vi.  Tilbx,  this  is  no  secret  azenoy, 
in  the  diplomatic  sense,  bnt  a  secret  emcassy, 
or  misnou.  Bat  let  ns  return  to  the  Panama 
qneatioD.  What  was  that?  Nothing  more  than 
a  mere  abstract  declaration  made  by  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, that  the  right  to  depute  Uinisters  witbont 
tbe  mterpo^tion  of  the  Senate,  fell  within  the 
omnpetency  of  tbe  Eiecntive  power.  Ha  did 
not  appoint,  however,  bnt,  as  tbe  constitution 
reqaired,  nominated  persons  to  the  Senate  for 
its  advice  and  consent ;  and  yet  what  was  the 
oouiaa  pnrsned  ?  There  then  stood  on  this 
floor,  arm  to  arm,  and  shonlder  Ut  shoulder, 
nineteen  Senators,  who,  with  their  shields  in- 
terlocked: moved  with  the  irreaistible  force  of 
the  Spartan  phalanx  npon  that  enemy-principle 
which  threatened  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tion. The  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
moved  tbe  reaolution  in  tbe  fpllowing  words, 

"  Bet^vtd,  u  the  opinion  of  tbe  Senate,  inaamncb 
is  tbe  claim  of  povers  (hn*  get  up  by  the  Eiecattvo 
aisht,  if  aoflered  to  pus  tinnoticed  b;  the  Seaate, 
be  hereafter  relied  upon  to  Justify  (he  exercise  of  a 
■imilai'  power,  they  owe  it  to  themaelTes  and  tbe 
Sluea  tbey  represent,  to  protest,  and  they  do  here- 
by solemnly,  but  respectfallf,  protect,  agsiuBt  tbe 


Kark  yon,  sir — a  mere  clium  set  np.  Tbe 
appreheoaion  that  that  might  be  called  into 
precedent,  to  justify  tbe  exercise  of  a  similar 
power  by  some  ibture  Executive,  was  sufficient 
to  prodaee  so  eolemQ  a  resotation  as  that  which  | 


1 1  have  read.  Let  ns  look  to  what  was  ottered 
'  in  debate  on  that  question.  Tbe  state  of  the 
vote  has  already  been  mentioned.  I  will  read 
to  the  Senate  some  of  the  remarks  which  fell 
frvm.  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Be- 
fore I  do  BO,  however,  let  me  apeak  my  housat 
oonviotiona.  I  do  not  l>elieve  that  he  baa  had 
any  agency  in  advising  this  mission  to  Constan- 
tinople. I  do  not  believe  that  he  conld  be 
guilty  of  an  inconsistency  so  gross  and  palpa- 
ble. No  man  has  more  confidence  in  the  firm> 
nesa  of  his  adhesion  to  tbe  principles  of  the 
ooostitntion  tlian  myself.  In  his  attachment  to 
the  great  doctrines  of  the  democratic  party,  he 
is  a  lit  and  proper  representative  of  Uie  State 
of  which  be  is  a  native — a  State  which  has 
been  distingnished  by  nothing  more  strongly 
than  by  ber  nniform  devotion  to  the  oonstita- 
tioD.  That  star  in  onr  political  galaxy  haa 
never  shed  "  disastrous  twilight,"  or  ondersone 
echpae.  Sir,  I  speak  not  ex  taHudra.  I  have 
had  no  syllable  of  conversation  with  that  gen- 
tleman ;  but,  from  my  knowledge  of  hia  char- 
acter, and  other  circumstances,  lam  led  to  the 
opinion  which  I  have  expressed.  "I  view," 
said  Hi.  Branch,  refaning  to  the  resolution, 
"  the  nsnrpation  which  it  notices  and  purports 
to  repel  as  a  link  in  the  chiun,  threatening  tbe 
most  portentous  and  calamitous  conaequenoea 
to  the  liberties  of  this  people."  "  Isolated,  on- 
connected  with  any  thmg  else,  yet  bo  plainly 
and  palpably  conflicting  with  the  letter  ana 
spirit  01  the  constitution,  it  is  truly  appalling 
to  the  frienda  of  liberty."  And  again;  "It  ia 
time  to  re-enact  magna  oharta ;  it  is  time  to  re- 
assert the  principles  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. The  mere  assertion  by  the  Prera- 
dent  that  he  possessed  tbe  power  of  appointing 
ICnisters,  and  of  originating  a  mission,  withont 
constilting  the  Senate,  produced  tbesa  strong 
expressions.  Magna  charts  was  violated,  ana 
the  principles  of  the  Government  required  to  be 
re-asserted.  I  might  multiply  qnotations  from 
the  same  Bpeech,  all  equally  impressive,  bnt  I 
will  pass  to  that  delivered  on  tne  same  ques- 
tion by  a  gentleman,  then  a  Senator,  now  a 
member  from  Kentudcy  in  the  other  Hoose.  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  qnote  but  one  eenteuoe  in 
order  to  exhibit  his  Btrong  convictions  on  this 
claim  of  power  set  up  by  Mr.  Adams.  [Mr. 
TiLKX  here  read  frma  Mr.  Jobtsson's  speech.] 
"  I  think  I  might  risk  tbe  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion npon  the  hazard  of  a  oniveraal  and  unani- 
mous opinion  aa  to  tbe  plain  common  sense 
meaning  of  the  constitution."  To  cite  passages 
equally  strong  from  the  speeches  of  others, 
wonid  not  be  difficult  The  opinions  then  ut- 
tered by  my  colleague  are  tbe  same  that  be  has 
enforced  in  this  debate.  But  I  will  give  yon 
the  expressions  and  opinions  of  a  gentieman 
who  stands  more  immediately  connected  with 
w  the  subject  of  discnasion. 
Secretary  of  State — tbe  person  im- 
mediately oharged  with  the  management  of  onr 
diplomatic  relations— K>ne  npon  whose  advioe 
the  President  doubtless  reposed  with  oonfi- 
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deaoe.  I  have  foaaS  no  speech  of  hu  reported 
on  Mr.  Braoch's  reeolntton,  ocd  iinami«  that 
be  delivered  none ;  but  he  spoke  on  the  Pana- 
ma qneEtion,  propertj  bo  catted,  &ad  snbw- 
quentlf  on  the  rules  c^  the  Senate.  Let  us  see 
his  apeecb  on  the  first  qneetion.  [Here  Ur.  T. 
read  from  that  Bpeeoh.]  "  The  maaeure  is 
deemed  to  be  (that  of  sending  Ministers  to  Faa- 
ama  without  prevloudr  consulting  the  Senate) 
within  the  oonstitational  competency  of  the 
Executive ;  that  we  are  only  consulted  to  ob- 
tain onr  opinion  T>n  its  expedienoj,  and  becsose 
it  19  neeeasaiy  to  come  to  us  for  an  appropria- 
tion, without  which  the  measure  oaonot  be  car- 
ried into  eSeot.  Tet,  air,  the  first  blow  that 
was  struck  in  that  great  contest  which  snbse- 
qnently  convolsed  uie  oonntrj,  and  the  first 
voice  Uiat  was  riused  to  arrest  the  current  of 
events  then  aetting  in,  (speaking  of  the  sugges- 
tion which  was  made  by  the  first  Adorns  rela- 
tive to  the  misaion  to  Berlin,)  were  on  points, 
to  all  substantial  purposes,  identical  with  the 
present.  Is  it  not  a  startling,  if  not  an  omi- 
noDS  oironmstanoe,  that  so  soon  nnder  the  pres- 
ent administration  we  sbonld  have  presented 
to  us,  in  snch  bold  relief^  doatrines  and  princi- 
ples, which,  in  the  first  year  of  that  to  which  I 
have  referral,  Md  the  principles  of  the  most 
bitter  and  unrelenting  fends  ?  -Does  the  anal- 
ogy stop  here!  The  men  who  then  opposed 
the  mission  to  Berlin  were  denoonced  aa  oppo- 
sitionists— as  a  faction  who  songht  the  gratifi- 
cation of  their  personal  viewe  at  the  expense 
of  the  public  good.  They  were  lampooned  and 
vilified  by  all  the  presses  supporting  and  sap- 
ported  by  the  Government,  and  a  boat  of  ma- 
licious parasit«s  generated  bj  its  patronage." 
Yes,  sir,  and  we  shall  be  lampooned  and  vilified 
for  the  conrse  which  we  now  pursue.    My  col- 


again.    Bnt  let  the  storm  rage,  if  it  shall  be 
willed  by  those  who  control  the  operations  of 
partionlar  presses;  I  stand  here  the  advocate 
of  the  constitution,  and,  if  necessary,  I  am 
ready  to  become  the  victim  in  its  place. 

I  am  not  yet  done  with  the  Secretary  of 
State.  I  will  read  yon  a  paragraph  from  a 
speech  delivered  by  him  on  what  was  common- 
ly called  "the  mles  of  the  Senate,"  a  speech 
delivered  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  aeat 
on  this  floor : 

"The  same  dispoiitioD  to  limit  the  poptihiT  branch 
was  foroibty  Illustrst«d  in  the  discussions  of  the 
foreign  iatercourae  bill  io  1798.  It  was  upon  that 
occasioD  contended,  and  successfully,  too,  tb&t  the 
House  of  Itcpresenta tires  bad  no  discretion  apon 
the  question  of  appropriation  for  the  eipeous  of 
such  Intercourse  with  foreign  oalions  u  tbe 
Prendent  saw  St  to  eetabllsh  ;  that  they  would  be 
justly  obnoxious  to  the  imputaliou  of  gross  delin- 
quency if  they  hesitated  to  make  pro^ion  for  the 
salaries  of  sucb  foraign  UinisCers  as  tbe  President 
■ultb  tbe  assent  of  the  Senate  should  appoint. 
What  would  be  t)ie  feelings  of  real  and  unchanged 
republicans  in  nlation  to  sash  doctrines  at  this  da;  i 


propnetj  of  tbe  mission ;  and  that  aU  tbe  constilu- 
tiooal  agency  which  the  Senate  conld  of  right  hare, 
was  to  pass  on  the  fitness  of  the  individu^  eelect- 
bd  as  Hioialers.  It  was  pretensions  like  these,  aud 
Hr.  Tan  Bnren.  aided  by  uncsasing  indications, 
both  in  tbe  internal  and  external  movements  of  tlie 
Oovemtneat,  that  prodaoed  a  deep  and  settled  cou- 
vlction  in  the  public  mind  that  a  derign  bad  been 
conceived  to  change  ths  GoTemmenl  from  its 
simple  and  republican  form  to  one,  if  not  man&rcb- 
ical,  at  least  too  energetic  for  the  temper  of  the 
American  people," 

Indeed,  sir,  the  avowal  that  tbe  President 
alone  possessed  the  power  to  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  mission,  and  that  all  onr  agency 
consisted  in  determining  on  the  fitness  of  the 
Uinister  to  be  sent,  if  not  monarchical,  is  at 
least  too  energetic  in  its  tendency,  bold,  and 
somewhat  recklesa ;  and  yet  a  roiswon  origi- 
nated, and  not  even  the  names  of  the  Uinisters 
sent  into  the  Senate ;  and  that,  too,  notwith- 
standing a  long  session  of  that  body  had,  in 
fecl^  intervened.  Why,  sir,  here  is  not  only  a 
bold  avowal,  but  the  actntd  execntion  of  that 
avowal  with  a  veDgeance.  Not  only  no  previ- 
ous consultation  with,  bnt  no  nomination  even 
ever  submitted.  The  Secretary  also  voted  for 
tbe  resolution  of  Mr.  Branch  in  the  only  form 
in  which  he  conld  express  his  opinion.  And 
yet,  "ere  those  shoes  were  old,  with  which 
hefollowed  (not "  like  Niobo,  all  tears,"  bnt  with 
H  heart  foil  of  joy  and  gladness)  the  last  admin- 
istration to  its  grave,  flio  same  doctrine  is  car- 
ried into  ibll  practice.  What,  sir,  make  war 
opon  an  abstraction ; '  cause  the  thunders  to 
roll  and  the  lightnings  to  flash,  in  order  to  an- 
nihilate a  mere  abstraction,  and  yet  call  npon 
OS  to  sanction  its  practical  application  I  Will 
gentlemen  recant  thus  their  opinions  Bolemnly 
recorded  t  Shall  it  be  swd  that  we  can  give 
two  readings  to  the  constitution,  and  that  tbst 
which  is  unconstitntional  in  Hr.  Adams's  time 
becomes  right  and  proper  nnder  General  Jack- 
son? Sh^  we  put  ofi*  our  opinions  with  as 
much  facility  as  we  do  our  gloves  ?  Have  we 
not  good  grounds  to  complain  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  if  he  advised  this  mission  ?  and  that 
he  did  BO  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  donbt.  Has 
not  tbe  whole  Jackson  party  cause  to  com- 
plain? Waa  there  any  question  on  which  that 
party  stood  so  deeply  committed  as  od  thiat 
None,  sir ;  not  one. 

Even  if  there  existed  an  aptness  in  tbe  oaaea 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Loaisinna  aa 
famishing  precedents  to  justify  this  mission, 
howsoever  they  might  influence  the  President, 
they  can  furnish  no  excuse  for  the  Secretary, 
his  constitutional  advisor.  Those  cases  were 
all  paraded  in  the  discussion  on  the  Panama 

Sneation ;  they  were  conimented  on,  and  their 
>rce  overthrown.  Can  an  actor  in  that  pro- 
ceeding now  repose  foir  his  justification  on 
precedents  which  had  heun  declared  of  no  fbrce 
or  efi'ect  ?    Let  it  not  be  sud  that  the  Pred- 
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dent  is  alone  liable  to  be  questioned.  The  con- 
Aitation  has  placed  ttraand  him  adviserB  !□  the 
sereril  departmenta,  and  for  the  connael  the; 
maj  mre  nim  they  are  snaweraMe,  not  oiJy  to 
him,  but  to  pnblic  opinion. 
But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  told  by  the  Sena- 


i»  an  old  aayiDK,  and  a  very  wise  one — "  save 
OS  fnnn  our  Mends,  and  we  will  take  care  of 
<nr  enemies ;"  and  never  was  it  more  applioa- 
ble  than  on  the  present  occasion.  If  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  excnse  athing,  and  the  exoase 
Cre  insufficient,  better  by  a  linndred  times 
it  never  been  urged.  Why,  air,  if  these 
were  not  public  agents,  what  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  were  they !  Formerly,  and  no 
deubt  it  is  still  the  case,  kings  and  potentates 
bad  their  private  ambas.'^adora.  They  are  de- 
pated  to  transact  some  matter  appertaining 
mlely  to  the  King,  their  master.  They  may  b« 
charged,  like  an  Earl  of  Suffolk  in  former 
tameg,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  marriage ;  or, 
like  somebody  else,  to  present  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  ao  heir  apparent,  or  to  purchase 
a  crown  jeweL  These  would,  indeed,  be  pri- 
vate agents,  such  as  the  President,  not  as  Pres- 
ident, bat  AS  an  individual,  may  employ.  But 
who  would  think  for  a  moment  of  quartering 
Back  agents  on  the  Treasury  ?  Sir,  it  is  the  em- 

Sloyment  which  gives  character  to  the  agent. 
r  Hat  on  ft  high  embassy,  involving  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country,  whether  his 
eliaracter  be  pnblicly  known  or  not,  is  wholly 
hnmUeria]  ;  and  the  very  quotation  from  Mar- 
teus,  which  he  has  relied  on,  is  sufficient  to  sat^ 
ixtj  the  Senator  of  this :  for,  says  that  writer, 
"secret  embassies  are  of  many  sorts." 

If  the  court  to  which  he  is  sent  (speaking  of 
one  employed  on  a  secret  embassy)  "  be  in- 
formed of  the  object  of  his  mission,  be  ought 
to  be  granted  ail  the  inviolability  due  to  him  as 
Xnister."  Bid  Mr.  Rhind  make  known  to 
tlie  Porte  his  true  chartactert  Was  he  not 
iMognized  in  that  character?  Did  he  not  ex- 
hibit his  credentials,  enter  into  a  negotiation, 
and  conclnde  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
SUwnl  Wlio  doubts  this!  The  fact  that  the 
treity  ia  ratifled,  speaks  all  that  I  ask.  Bnt, 
tir,  in  whi^  a  lamentable  position  is  this  orgn- 
fiient  of  the  gentleman  placed  by  the  Presi- 
dent's own  avowal,  made  hut  a  day  since  in 
the  fue  of  the  public  t  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  contiuning  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  to  the  Eonse  of  Rop- 
reseutatives,  covering  a  letter  fi'om  Mr.  Bhind 
on  the  snbject  of  certdn  fine  Arabian  steeds 
presented  to  him  by  the  Sultan.  [Here  Mr.  T. 
read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Bhind's  letter,  in  which 
he  OSes  the  following  language :]  "  Although 
this  was  evidently  not  intends  to  me  (speaking 
of  the  present)  in  my  official  capacity,  smce  the 
ITinistera  were  aware  I  conld  not  accept  them 
as  such,  still  the  gift  was  one  that  could  not  be 
relumed  without  giving  offence."  And,  hut 
fur  bis  official  capacity,  said  Mr.  T.,  why  should 


'  Congtess  be  troubled  with  the  snbject  at  all  t 
]  The  n)andat«  of  the  constitntion  interposes  with 
the  declaration,  "that  no  person  huding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States 
shall,  without  the  oonsent  of  Congress,  accept 
of  any  present,  &&,  fi'om  any  king,  prince,  or 
'  foreign  Stale."  The  President,  then,  acknowl- 
edges Mr.  Rhind  to  have  becui  on  offioer  of 
Gk>vemmeDt;  and,  as  I  am  indifferent  about 
names,  if  gentlemen  choose  to  unminister  Mr. 
Bhind,  if  1  ma;r  ^Q  &  phrase,  I  care  not,  ao 
they  do  not  deny  that  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
Qovemment.  The  language  of  tlie  constitntion 
embraces  as  well  the  cose  of  an  officer,  how- 
ever subordinate,  as  of  an  envoy  eitraordina- 
ry.  But,  air,  if  the  circumstance  of  these  per- 
sons having  been  engaged  on  a  secret  mission 
converts  them  into  mere  secret  agents  of  the 
President,  I  b^  to  know  what  becomes  of  ub 
when  we  go  into  secret  session.  Do  we  cease 
to  be  public  agents  .while  sitting  with  closed 
doors  t  True,  we  sit  not  then  in  public,  bnt  in 
secret ;  bnt  what  new  credentials  are  made  out 
for  US  1  Away,  then,  with  these  flimay  apolo- 
gies. Let  OS  meet  this  qnesUon  boldly  and  fear- 
lessly. Let  ns  tell  the  President  that  be  haa 
erred.  Let  ns  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  cod- 
stitnents,  but,  above  all,  to  the  constitution. 
What  is  the  language  of  that  high  instrumentt 
"  He  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  afipoint, 
ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Conrt,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  ap- 
pointmenta  are  not  herein  provided  for  and  es- 
tabliahed  by  law,"  The  obligation  to  noininat« 
is  one  thing,  that  to  appoint  another.  An  ap- 
pointment cannot  pret^e  a  nomination,  nor 
can  it  take  place  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  Did  the  President  nomi- 
nate these  commissioners,  these  ambassadors, 
these  official  agents  ?  Gentiemen  can  take  their 
choice  of  terma.  No.  Did  he  appoint  them ) 
Yes;  no  one  doubts  it.  Haa  ne  appointed 
them  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  f  No :  fbr  no  nomination  ever  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate.  What,  then,  is  the 
inference!  It  is  plain  and  palpable;  I  need 
not  express  it.  Sir,  is  not  this  enough  to  give 
ns  pause!  Longuase  cannot  be  clearer,  sense 
more  unincumbered,  or  injunction  more  obvi- 
ons.  These  aivamenta  apply  as  well  to  the 
Ministers  sent  by  Mr.  Adams,  so  far  as  their 
true  character  has  been  made  known,  as  to 
those  sent  by  President  Jackson.  No  bne  can 
sanction  the  one  and  disapprove  the  other,  or 
disapprove  the  one  and  sanction  the  other.  By 
a  subsequent  clause  In  the  constitution,  antbor- 
ity  is  given  to  the  President  to  fill  vaconoies 
occumng  daring  the  recess.  No  man  can  mis- 
take the  true  meaning  of  that  clause — vacan- 
cies which  occur  between  session  and  seesion  of 
Oongress  should  bo  ffiled  by  the  President ;  bnt 
he  is  bound  to  nominate  to  the  Senate  dnrini 
the  session  succeeding  such  appointment:  and 
to  guard  and  limit  this  powM*,  the  of — ^— »— 
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expires  with  encli  sesgion.  Any  other  Madine 
would  inTest  the  Pre^deut  with  nnliinited  and 
aacontrollable  power.  Can  we  pouibl;  mistake 
ft  text  BO  plainlf,  bo  clearly  expressed ! 

I  have  read  to  tlie  Senate  the  clanse  in  tl 
constitution  relating  to  this  BQbjeot,  I  ha' 
iiud  that  no  man  could  miBtake  the  meaiuog.  I 
beg  leave  to  recant  that  expression.  There  U 
one  oiaos  of  men  who  ma;  coDBtms  it  differ- 
ently :  statesmen,  thoj  caU  themselves ;  but  no 
more  like  statesmen  of  former  times,  "  than  J 
to  Hercules."  Tbej  belong  not  to  the  earth, 
nor  deal  with  it  ju«J; ;  the;  spam  the  groood 
OB  which  the;  walk.  Foliowing  the  lights  of 
a  bewildered  imagination,  the;  rash  into  spec- 
ulations, and,  ID  their  mad  career,  trample  uii' 
der  foot  rights  natural  and  chartered.  The 
constitDtion  presents  no  barrier  in  the  waj. 
Its  language,  Bowever  simple  and  pltun,  is  con- 
strued into  an  ambiguous  text  to  suit  their  miii- 
OQB  deeignB.     Every  thing  is  too  plain  and  sim- 

§le  for  their  vast  minds.  They  go  for  splen- 
or ;  and  what  does  not  glitter,  is  regarded  as 
worthless.  Uay  heaven,  in  iu  goodness,  re- 
lieve as  from  all  the  tribe.  Sir,  I  take  the  sim- 
ple, nnambignons  language  of  the  twnstitu^oa 
as  I  find  it.  I  will  not  inquire  what  it  should 
be,  bat  what  it  is,  when  I  come  to  decide  upon 
IL  The  wisdom  of  oar  illustrious  ancestors 
framed  it ;  and  when  I  am  asked  to  eiohange 
it  for  the  policy  of  the  hoar,  I  answer,  uay. 
No  matter  by  what  circumstances  I  may  be  eor- 
roDnded — abused,  slandered,  vilified,  as  madi 
OS  my  bitterest  enemies  may  please — this  shaSl 
be  my  aojwer :  Every  day's  experience  satisfies 
me,  tiiat,  amidst  all  the  turmoil  and  oonfusioo 
of  parties,  tlie  first  post  of  safety  is,  to  stand 
by  the  ooastitution ;  the  second  post  of  safety 
is,  to  stand  by  the  constitution ;  and  the  last 
post  of  safety  is,  to  stand  by  the  constitution. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Hr.  Diokbb- 
soti)  cited,  as  matter  of  history,  the  nomiDation 
by  the  elder  Adams,  in  1799,  of  Mr.  Smith,  as 
Uinister  to  the  Porte ;  for  what  purpose  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  ima^e.  The  appointment  was 
mode,  but  not  accepted.  In  my  conception,  it 
operates  disadvantageoosly  to  the  recent  pro- 
oeeding. 

When  a  l>oy,  I  learned  that  the  elder  Adams 
was  the  advocate  of  strong  government.  He 
had  held  up,  by  his  writings,  the  British  Gov- 
ernment as  the  most  stupendous  fubric  of  hu- 
man invention ;  and  yet  he  deemed  it  his 
bonnden  duty  to  send  no  Minister  to  Constanti- 
nople without  previously  submitting  the  nomi- 
nation to  the  Senate.  Was  there  any  greater 
necesmty  for  doing  bo  in  this  instance  than  in 
that?  The  objects  were  the  same.  1/  it  be 
BMd  that  secrecy  was  more  necessary  now  than 
then,  might  not  the  message  have  eqjolned  se- 
crecy t  And  is  there  any  man  here  who  would 
bav^  betrayed  his  trust!  But.  sir,  are  the 
forms  of  the  constitation  to  be  disregarded  be- 
cause  the  Executive  may  deem  it  proper  to 
keep  from  the  knowlei^ge  of  the  world  its 
s  of  diplomaof  I    What  ia  this  but  to 


make  the  Executive  sapeiior  to  the  constitu- 
tion? 

With  regard  to  the  precedents  relied  upon  in 
this  debate,  I  have  one  answer  for  all  of  them; 
and  it  is,  that,  even  if  tbej  were  all  in  poin^ 
the  constitution  would  remain  unchanged. 
Shall  we  consecrate  abuse?  Sball  we  plead 
precedent  to  justify  error  ?  Is  the  legislation 
of  Congress,  or  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Bepartment,  above  the  constitation  ?  Shall 
the  creatore  claim  to  control  the  creator  1  File 
precedent  upon  precedent  until  you  moke  Oasa 
like  a  wart,  and  yet  no  sufGoient  justiflcation  is 
furnished  for  the  Execntive.  Sir,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  these  precedents  may  be  aiie£ 
and  I  care  not  how  suocessfully,  in  eionse  of 
the  President  They  have  mi^ed  others,  and 
why  not  him  t  But  in  my  opinion  he  has  been 
mieied,  and  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  say  so. 

Uy  oolleague  has  anticipated  the  answer  to 
all  those  cases,  and  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to 
tread  upon  the  ground  over  which  he  has  goaa. 
They  have  no  just  application  to  the  queation 
now  under  discussion.  Much  stress  is  laid  on 
the  circumstance  that  treaties  have  been  nego- 
tiated by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  do 
not  mean  to  decide  a  question  not  before  me, 
bnt  I  can  well  conceive  a  marked  and  strong 
difierence  between  that  case  and  this.  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  an  officer  known  to  eiist- 
iuig  laws.  He  is  nominated  to,  and  appointed 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  is  charged  with  the  diplomatic  rela- 
tions of  the  country.  With  Ministers  near  this 
Government,  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  on  corre- 
spondence. He  is  the  true  constitutional  chan- 
nel through  which  the  sentiments  of  the  Presi- 
dent are  made  known  to  foreign  nations ;  and 
I  can  see  no  great  impropriety  in  the  Presi- 
dent's investing  him  wiui  power  to  sign  a  treats 
which  the  Secretary  has  himself  negotiated,  ana 
to  exchange  its  ratifications.  But,  sir,  to  make 
that  case  parallel  with  the  present,  imagine  that 
the  President  commismons  him  as  a  Minister  to 
a  foreign  conntry,  without  any  nomination  to 
the  Senate ;  or,  suppose  he  appoints  him  Secre- 
tary of  State,  without  the  sanction  or  authority 
of  the  Senate ;  then  a  case  like  that  under  dis- 
cussion arises;  end  the  answer  to  both  is  the 
same—the  constitution  forbids  it. 

I  have  expressed  to  you  candidly  my  own 
convictions  upon  this  subject ;  many  gentlemen 
will,  no  doubt,  take  opposite  views  from  tliose 
I  entertain.  If  so,  I  know  how  to  tolerate  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  between  men.  Such  Sen- 
ators will,  no  doubt,  be  actuated  by  as  honest 
intentions  as  myself.  For  myself,  the  path  of 
duty  is  straight,  and  I  shall  walk  in  it.  Shall 
I  displease  the  President  by  doing  sot  If  I  do 
I  cannot  help  it.     But  I  claim  to  follow  in  the 


veto  over  certain  bills  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  he  had  my  moat  unqualified  applanse, 
I  have  seen  much  in  his  career  to  applaud.  The 
patriot  who  has  shed  his  blood  on  the  emhal- 
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tied  plma  in  beb&lf  of  his  ooantrf.  vill  not 
hontaM  to  approve  the' effort  which  la  mode  to 
nv«  the  constiCntloQ  from  the  effect  of  an  error 
into  which  he  may  hftve  &lleo.  He  ratifies  no 
error  of  onw.  The  two  HonseK  of  Oongroas, 
no  doabt  with  Bolemn  oonTiotfoDB  of  both  its 
expodiency  «id  conatitntionalitj,  pass  a  bill, 
which,  in  his  eatimatjon,  infringes  on  the  oon- 
■titntioD ;  with  Roman  fimmess  he  forbids  its 
becoming  s  law.  Siail  we  rival  thb  example, 
or  shall  we  be  less  faithfol  to  the  trast  conSded 
to  na!  The  different  departments  of  the  Qov- 
erament  are  intended  to  che«k  each  other.  In 
the  Legislature  each  branch  has  a  check  npon 
the  otner,  and  the  President  on  both,  wiiUe 
each  has  a  eheck  oa  him.  We  will  do  onr 
dntj  then,  as  becomes  ns. 

It  is,  however,  repeated,  that  it  is  now  too 
late  to  otgect;  we  snonid  have  objected  to  rat- 
ifying the  treaty.  I  had  hoped  not  to  have 
beard  this  Bj^ament  repeated,  after  the  conolu- 
rive  answer  which  was  given  to  it  by  my  ool- 
leagne.  When  a  treaty  is  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  only  question  which  properly  arises  is, 
jserely,  is  it  good,  or  is  it  bad  f  If  the  first,  it 
■honld  be  ratified ;  if  the  last,  rejected.  The 
Pre^dent  is  invested  with  fall  power  to  nego- 
tiate all  treaties ;  and  when  he  asks  an  appro- 
priation to  the  Ministers  employed  in  negotiat- 
u^  it,  the  queatioQ  tbenforthe  first  time  comes 
ntn,  as  to  the  legality  of  their  sppointmeot. 
Here,  then,  is  oar  reason  for  not  having  discnss- 
ed  this  matter  in  secret  session,  apart  from  all 
others.  But,  furthermore,  two  alternatives 
were  presented,  and  we  had  a  right  to  ezeroLse 
k  Bouod  discretion  in  choosing  bettreen  them. 
W«  would  obvionsly  take  that  which  would 
produce  the  slightest  ii^ary.  Again,  it  is  said 
that  we  have  taken  to  ourselves  the  benefit  of 
others'  labor,  and  we  ought  to  pay  for  it.  No 
aae  denies  iL  It  has  never  been  denied.  Bnt 
I  take  it  that  there  is  a  manifest  difference  be- 
tween an  application  made  by  the  Qovemment, 
and  one  made  by  an  individual.  The  one  ad- 
dresses itself  to  our  obligations  of  duty,  and  the 
other  to  our  convictions  of  what  may  be  just  or 
equitable.  To  sanction  the  first,  is  to  approve 
the  eonrse  which  the  administration  has  pur- 
med,  and  to  sacrifice  principle.  To  respond  to 
the  supplication  of  the  Individnal,  is  to  obey 
the  suggestions  of  a  benevolent  policy.  The 
wror  of  Government  we  will  not  sanction,  but 
we  will  redress  to  the  man  the  injnry  which 
that  error  may  have  produced,  but  it  must  be 
on  bis  private  petition  or  application.  The 
Seeretai7  of  State  woold  then  be  heard  as.  a 
mere  witness  in  behalf  of  the  applicant,  not  as 
on  officer  of  Qovemment  making  a  retinisition 
npon  ns.  I  care  not,  however,  for  the  mere 
form  in  which  this  thing  is  done,  provided  the 
great  principle  be  saved  ;  and,  before  I  take  my 
seat,  1  Hhall  move  an  amendment  which  will 
save  that  principle. 

Wh^,  then,  should  we  have  been  goaded  into 
oppoution  to  the  administration  by  a  persever- 
onM  in  a  course  which  we  cannot  approve} 


Why  presented  to  the  pnblio  in  an  attitude 
which  we  earnestly  desire  to  avoid!  Is  it  t 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  times!  Heretofore — 
for  we  have  differed  from  the  President  bnt 
npon  one  question  of  importance— we  acted 
then,  as  we  do  now,  npon  high  principles.  We 
deemed  it  then,  as  the  oooatitational  advisers 
(if  the  President^  our  imperions  dnty  to  differ 
froAi  him  in  opinion.  The  principle  involved 
was  intimately  connected  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press ;  we  deemed  it  as  hazardous  to  make 
the  press  the  prominent  subject  of  Eiecntive 
&vor,  as  of  Executive  displeasnro.  The  infln- 
ence  of  money  is  more  irresistible  than  that  ot 
force.  In  this  conntry  there  is  no  danger  fKim 
the  last;  but  the  first  is  the  lever  by  which 
free  Bystemg  are  overturned.  We  rested  npon 
the  good  sense  of  the  pnblio  for  our  vindica- 
tion, and  folded  onr  arms  in  silence.  We  there- 
by gave  the  most  conclnsive. evidence  of  onr 
desire  for  the  President's  suooess  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government.  What  was  oor 
reward  I  Were  we  treated  with  ordinary  dvil- 
ity !  We  were  declared  to  be  in  opposition  to 
the  administration.  Hard  names  were  bestowed 
npon  OS ;  abuse  copiously  poured  out  on  oor 
heads ;  oar  motives  assailed  and  misrepresent- 
ed ;  onr  designs  represented  as  dark  and  eviL 
This  laugnage  has  been  persisted  in  for  the  last 
twelvemonths.  OuUxmof  For  the  good  of 
the  President,  or  of  the  party  to  which  we  be- 
long I  Is  this  the  way  to  attach  high-minded 
men  to  any  caose  ?  Human  nature,  speaking 
almost  audibly  from  the  heart  of  all,  answers 
in  the  negative.  A  new  discovery  was  made. 
My  colleague  was  represented  as  an  old  federal- 
ist, the  moment  he  gave  a  vote  oonaecrated,  as 
I  verily  believe  it  to  be,  to  the  purest  republi- 
canism. The  history  of  his  life,  exhibit^  him 
as  it  did,  reared  in  the  very  arms  of  democracy, 
was  not  sufficient  to  protect  him.  The  oironm- 
stance  of  his  being  an  actor  in  the  spirit-stir- 
ring crisis  of  1798-'9 ;  of  the  part  which  be 
bore  in  that  session  of  Oongress  which  .wit- 
nessed the  retirement  of  the  Sidei  Adams  from 
the  Presidency ;  of  the  uniibnn  oonsistency  of 
his  life  in  adhering  to  the  governmental  doo- 
trines  with  which  he  set  out ;  of  the  distin- 
guished port  which  be  bore  in  the  late  ardnona 
struggle ;  nothing  was  sufficient  to  protect  liim 
from  this  charge,  or  shield  him  tram  the  bitter- 
ness of  these  hostile  attacks.  For  myself,  I  had 
nothing  but  a  conscious  integrity  to  plead  in 
my  behalf,  and  that  availed  me  as  little  as 
the  services  of  my  colleague  availed  him,  Onr 
own  constituents  nrged  no  oompltunt ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  seriously  declare  that  I  have  acarc&- 
ly  seen  the  man  within  the  brood  limits  of  Vir- 
ginia who  did  not  approve  our  oonrse.  To  use 
the  langnage  of  one  of  her  citizens,  that  "  im- 
terrified"  commonwealth  can  never  bo  oper- 
ated on  hycanseless  clamor.  None  of  these  at- 
tacks were  made  from  thence,  or  from  any  part 
of  the  South.  Nor  did  any  oome  fr«m  the 
West.  From  whence  then  did  they  proceed! 
They  came  fh>m  the  North,  and  in  all  their  vi- 
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olence  from  one  particular  State.  "  Call  you 
this  backing  of  jonr  friends  1"  Is  this  the 
mode  to  consolidate  a  partj  t  It  in  a  modem 
discovery,  and  anlmown  neretofore  to  the  world. 
We  cooid  not  jastif;  it  to  onrselTea,  then,  Hr. 
President,  to  reouun  Mlent  on  this  new  occasion 
on  which  we  are  compelled  to  differ  from  the 
sdmiaistratioD.  Oar  opinions  and  our  ar^- 
ment«  will  go  to  onr  constituente,  and  I  fear 
not  the  reHDlt  of  the  rerdiot  they  will  retoro. 

This  lias  been  called  a  mere  question  of  power 
between  the  Senate  and  the  President.  Sir,  it 
is  a  qoestion  whether  the  constitution  is  eii' 
preme,  and  binding  upon  alL  But  if  we  were 
now  forming  the  QoTemment,  I  would  add  to 
the  power  of  the  President  not  even  so  maoh 
ai  would  torn  the  scales  by  the  hundredth  part 
of  a  hair.  There  is  already  enough  of  the  spice 
of  monarchy  in  the  Presidential  office.  There 
lies  the  true  danger  to  onr  institotions.  It  has 
already  become  the  ^reat  magnet  of  attraction. 
The  stmggles  to  attain  it  are  destined  to  enlist 
all  the  worst  paaaions  of  onr  nature.  It  is  the 
true  Pandora's  box.  Place  in  the  Preudent's 
hands  the  key  to  the  door  of  the  Treasury,  by 
conferring  on  him  the  oncontrollod  power  of 
appoinUng  to  ofBce,  and  liberty  cannot  abide 
among  us.  In  the  langoage  of  Lord  Chatham, 
this  would  be  to  innict  the  irrem«dioabile 
valrau.  "  Not  poppy,  or  mandragora,  or  all 
the  drowsy  sirups  of  the  world,  coold  medi- 
cine "  ns  "  to  that  sweet  peace "  which  we 
should  thereby  lose.  No,  sir;  the  glitteriuE 
diadem  is  already  studded  with  jewels,  and 
ambition  evermore  urges  its  votaries  to  clutch 
it.  Wliat  would  it  not  be  if  yon  adorn  it  with 
blazing  diamonds  1 

It,  then,  we  stand  alone,  we  shall  oppose  the 
principle  which  has  now  been  carried  into  prac-, 
tiee.  It  wonld  be  a  proad  dlHtinction ;  but 
this  will  not  be  our  flte.  Indications  have  al- 
ready been  given  of  a  contrary  character,  and  J 
hul  tliem  as  a  sure  angnry  of  saccess. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Ttlbb  offered  the  follow- 
ing proviso,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr. 
£anb's  proposition : 

"  JPrneided,  aluayt.  That  aothiug  in  this  act  con- 
tained sball  be  construed  is  aauctioning,  or  iu  any 
waj  approving,  the  appointmeot  of  lliese  peraons, 
by  the  Freaident  alcne,  during  the  receaa  of  the 
Seuate,  and  nithout  their  advice  and  consent,  as 
oomnilseiouerB  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte." 

Mr.  Bsowir,  of  North  Oarolina,  next  rose, 
and  observed,  that,  when  he  had  token  his  seat 
that  morning,  he  had  entert^ed  but  little  ex- 
pectation that  he  should  have  entered  into  the 
discosiion  of  the  subject  then  under  conddera- 
tiou ;  but,  unprepared  as  he  was,  the  extraor- 
dinary course  which  it  had  taken  hod  induced 
him  to  depart  from  that  determination,  and  to 
claim  the  indnlgenoe  of  the  Senate,  succinotly 
to  present  bis  views  in  oppo^tion  to  the  motion 
vhich  proposed  to  strike  out  tlie  appropriation 
making  compensatJon  to  the  oommissioners  ap- 
pomted  by  tbe  Prendent  of  the  United  States 


to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commeroe  with  the 
Turkiui  Oovemment, 

He  would  now  proceed  briefly  to  examine 
the  transaction  which  had  been  so  severely  an- 
imadverted upon.  The  &cts  oouneoled  with  it 
were  briefly  these,  and  bad  already  been  ably 
discnmed  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 
When  the  present  administration  entered  oo 
the  discharge  of  its  pnblio  dnties,  it  found  that 
the  preceding  administration  had  appointed 
con&dential  agents  to  ascertain  if  a  treaty  could 
not  be  made  with  the  Turkish  Government, 
and  to  effect  that  object  if  it  oonld  be  done. 
This  mission  having  failed  to  accomphah  its 
purpose,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  appoint- 
ed under  the  late  administration  having  retom- 
ed  to  the  United  States^  the  Preeiden^  anxious 
to  open  new  and  Incrative  channels  of  trade  to 
the  commercial  enterprise  of  ourciduns,  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Rhind  and  Captain  Biddle,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  OSey,  to  effect,  if  practica- 
ble, that  which  the  late  administratitm  had 
fwled  to  do.  To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it 
was  an  assumption  of  power,  in  violation  of  that 
provision  of  the  conatitotion  which  declares 
that  the  President  "  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
make  treaties,  provided  two-Oiirds  of  tbe  Sen- 
ators present  concur ;  and  he  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public 
ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  tbe  Bupreme 
Conrt,  and  all  other  offloers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointments  are  not  hereib  otherwise 

Erovided  for,  and  which  sh^  be  established  by 
iw,"  &0.  He  readCy  conceded  that  the  Presi- 
dent conld  not  constitntionally  appoint  a  "  pnb- 
lio minister  "  or  "  ombHssador,  without  first 
consulting  the  Senate,  and  their  concnrreuce 
had  in  the  appointment,  unless  to  All  up  a  va- 
cancy which  had  occnrr^  in  tbe  reoess  of  the 
Senate,  Bnt  in  the  appointment  then  under 
consideration,  in  which  the  Eiecutive  had  ap- 
pointed mere  confidential  agents,  he  thought  he 
could  perceive  an  obvious  distinction.  Tbey 
had  been  appointed  for  a  special,  designated 
pnrpose,  not  clothed  with  the  usual  powers  of 
public  Ministers,  unprotected  by  the  immuni- 
ties and  privileges  which,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
were  extended  to  that  class  of  Minirtera  ow-' 
templated  by  the  constitution.  Where,  then, 
was  the  infringement  of  the  constitution,  which 
had  been  so  much  reprobated  t  By  that  instru- 
ment, the  management  of  our  foreign  relations 
was  peonliarly  confided  to  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  The  power  of 
appointing  confidential  agents  to  confer  and 
treat  with  foreign  powers  in  relation  to  com- 
merce, was  fdrly  deducible  from  this  duty  im- 
posed by  the  constitution  on  the  Resident.  It 
was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that,  when  a  duty 
was  required  of  on  officer  of  the  Governdent 
by  the  constitution,  it  withheld  from  hiro  the 
power  to  employ  the  neoessory  means  for  its 
Hooomplishment.  Nor  would  its  exercise  be 
attended    with   the   calamitona   ooBseiiueiKes 
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wfaicb  we  had  beard  bo  moch  depreoated.  It 
oould  not,  iu  any  case,  nnite  as,  either  b;r  & 
oommercial  or  pcmtical  cotmeotlon,  with  foreign 
THrianna^  witbont  tbe  previoos  consent  of  tbftt 
bodj,  as  tbe  ooncnrrent  oatboritj  of  the  Senate 
in  the  ratificstion  of  treaties  would  alwaja  in- 
terpose an  ^footnal  barrier  against  acta  of  Ez- 
ecntive  indiscretion,  or  sobemes  of  ombitioD. 
Nor  wonld  the  rejection  of  a  treaty  bj  the  Sen- 
ate, thus  negotiated,  bftre  a  tendoocy  ia  embroil 
ns  with  foreign  nations,  as  had  been  argned ; 
for  every  Government  with  whom  we  may 
haTe  diplomatic  rektioDs,  either  is,  or  is  snp- 
poaed  to  be,  ct^izant  of  tbe  treaty-making 
power  under  onr  Qovemment;  and  a  rettsal 
by  tliB  Senate  to  ratify  a  treaty  conid  not  af- 
ford any  Jnst  ground  of  oompiajnt  or  hostility 

Psseing  from  tbe  ai^;aments  fairiy  to  be  de- 
rived ftom  a  proper  eonsbnetion  of  the  constj- 
tation,  what,  he  wonld  asji,  had  been  the 
Tisage  of  almost  every  administration,  as  he  be- 
lieved, from  the  origin  of  onr  Government 
down  to  that  period?  He  confessed  that  he 
attached  bot  little  weight  to  precedents,  nnless 
they  were  sanctioned  by  long  &aA  nnint«rrupt- 
ed  practice,  and  were  authorized  by  a  fair  con- 
Btniction  of  the  oonstitation.  The  practice  of 
appointing  commissioners  of  a  siniilar  character 
with  those  who  had  been  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiate with  Turkey,  had  commenced  with 
General  Washington ;  he  had,  in  the  early  part 
of  his  administration,  appointed  commission- 
ers to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  without  a  previous  nomination  to 
tbe  Sraiate.  Subseqnently,  Ur.  Jefferson  had 
^pointed  eonunissioners  to  treat  with  tbe  Tri- 
potitan  Qovemment;  and,  in  180S,  he  commis- 
rioned  Mr.  Short  as  Minister  plenipotentiary  to 
tbe  coart  of  St.  Peterebarg,  in  the  recess  of  the 
8eiiat«,  which  was  not  to  M  a  vacancy,  as  tbe 
United  States  had  not  before  l>een  represented 
by  a  public  Minister  at  that  conrt.  Hucb  as 
be  revered  the  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  whose 
great  and  invalnable  services  to  bis  coantry,  as 
a  etateaman,  had  not,  in  his  opinion,  been  snr- 
ptssed  by  any  of  his  cot«mporaries,  yet  be  did 
Dot  bdieve  that  the  Exeontive  power  was,  by 
a  proper  constrnction  of  the  constitution^  com- 
petent to  commission  a  pnhlio  Minister,  without 
thia  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  unless  to 
filt  a  vacancy  which  happens  in  the  recess. 
Thus  instance  has  been  adduced  of  the  eierciso 
of  the  appointing  power  by  President  Jeffer- 
soiij  to  show  the  great  diversity  of  opinion 
which  had  heretofore  existed  among  the  most 
eminent  patriots  and  statesmen,  in  relation  to 
ita  extent^  and  not  that  he  considered  it  at  all 
analogons  to  the  present  case.  It  showed  that 
»  power  mnch  higher  and  much  more  qnestion- 
able  bad  been  exerted  under  an  administration 
deservedly  enlogized  for  its  almost  nniform  ad- 
berenoe  to  a  limited  oonstrucUon  of  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government. 

The  two  first  oases  to  which  he  had  adverted, 
Bhowing  the  exercise  of  the  same  power  in  the 


early  administration  of  our  country,  had  oc- 
curred, it  is  trae,  when  a  state  of  war  existed 
between  this  country  and  those  to  whom  com- 
missioners were  deputed  to  treat.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Takxwell)  had  main- 
tained the  proposition  tliat  the  President  could 
rightfully  exert  this  power  in  a  state  of  war, 
though  not  in  a  time  of  peace,  for  tbe  reason 
that  the  object  for  which  war  ia  carried  on  is 
the  attainment  of  peace ;  nod  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  institnte  a  mission  withoat  consult- 
ing the  Senate  to  effect  that  end.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  could  not  yield  his  assent  to  this  argument ; 
for  if  the  President  was  vested  with  authority 
to  appoint  commissioners  in  time  of  war,  it  fol- 
lowed as  a  consequence  that  he  coald  exert  the 
same  power  in  time  of  peace.  When  public 
flmctionaries  look  to  the  constitntion  for  a  war- 
rant for  the  exerdse  of  power,  it  was  an  ad- 
mitted rule  of  constroction,  where  a  provision 
of  that  instrument  expressly  conferred  powers, 
as  in  that  before  quoted  by  him,  whioii  gives 
to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  ambas- 
sadors and  other  public  Ministers,  with  tbe  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Sen&t&  "  and  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  ri 


that  resort  could  not  be  had  to  any  other  clause 
to  enlarge  that  power  by  implication ;  and  the 
clause  expressly  conferring  the  poner  could 
alone  be  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
tdning  the  tms  extent  of  the  authority  granted. 
The  conatitution  did  not  vary  with  the  circum- 
stances of  peace  or  war ;  it  did  not  hold  differ- 
ent language  on  different  occasions.  He  bad 
been  tanght  to  believe  that  the  principles  of 
that  instrument  were  fixed  and  inflexible,  and 
did  not  bend  to  any  emergency,  however  press- 
ing, or  any  necessity,  however  high. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  exam- 
ine the  analogy  which  the  gentleman  from.Yir- 
ginia  (Mr.  Tazbwell)  bad  endeavored  to  trace, 
and,  as  he  thunght,  unsuccessfully,  between  the 
principles  avowed  in  President  Adams's  Mes- 
sage m  relation  to  the  Panama  mission,  and 
the  case  then  under  discussion.  The  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate,  hod  rtai- 
erated  the  same  objection,  and  had  read  ex- 
tracts (torn  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  cabinet,  to  shon'  that  their 
course,  on  that  occasion,  when  members  of  the 
Senate,  was  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the 
coarse  which  the  Executive  hod  pursued,  in 
appointing  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Turkish  Government.  Mr.  B.  s^d,  witbont 
commenting  on  the  essential  distinction,  in 
many  respects,  between  the  characters  of  the 
Ministers  which  President  Adams  bad  asserted 
his  power  to  commission  to  attend  the  Congress 
of  Panama,  and  the  commissioners  appomted 
to  treat  with  Turkey,  he  wonld  ask  permission 
to  read  a  part  of  the  speech  delivered  in  the 
Senate  by  tne  Senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tazx- 
WBu.)  on  the  memorable  discussion  in  relation 
totbePuu  '*■  '■     * 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 

TUriuk  C<immimk«—POKm'  iff  tit  Fmidal  to  Ongaale  Mimimu.      [Fkbbiubt,  1881. 


tiie  case,  in  which  General  Waahington  had 
appointed  ommisnoiiera  to  treat  for  peace  with 
tiiB  Dey  of  Algiers,  he  proceeded  as  follo^a : 
"  The  U6it  remark  J  Bliall  make  npoo  it  ia,  that, 
eveii  according  to  the  repreeentatjon  given  of 
it,  it  Has  ths  case  of  an  agent  sent  to  a  har- 
barian  people,  who  were  not  then,  and  have 
never  since  been,  recognized  as  forming  any 
component  part  of  the  family  of  civilized  na- 
tJons.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  the  ooDsdtn- 
tional  power  of  the  President  ia  the  same, 
whether  exerted  in  reference  to  a  savage  or 
civilized  nation.  We  all  know  that  this  is  not 
BO.  Ko  appointment  of  a  Uioister,  who  baa 
ever  been  employed  to  n^otiate  for  peace,  or 
for  any  thins  dee,  with  any  Indian  tribe, 
whether  dwelling  within  or  without  our  terri- 
tory, whether  Osage  or  8eminole,  haa  ever 
been  hud  before  the  Senate  for  their  oonsent. 
They  are  all  conndered  as  agents  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  net  public  MiniHt«rs  of  the  people; 
and  all  onr  intercourse  with  barbarians  mnat, 
of  necessity,  present  anomalies,  from  which  no 
principles  can  be  inferred.  I  will  not  go  into 
reasoning  to  show  why  this  must  and  ought  to 
be  so,  although  it  woidd  be  easy  to  show  it.  I 
merely  state  the  fact,  which  ia  concluaive,  to 
prove  that  the  case  of  a  mission  to  Algiers,  or 
to  the  OhoctawB,  oan  never  be  a  precedent  to 
jnstify  a  mission  to  Panama."  Hr.  B.  said 
that,  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  read  from  the 
speech  of  the  Beoator  from  Virdnia,  he  thonght 
the  distinction  which  he  had  taken  between 
the  case  of  the  Panama  mission  and  the  one  in 

Sueation  was  fnlly  austained,  and  that  it  waa 
learty  conceded  that  the  President  could,  con- 
stitntionalty,  appoint  agents  to  negotiate  with  a 
barbarian  nation,  withoat  the  previous  consent 
of  the  Senate.  He  would  ask,  where  waa  the 
distinction  as  to  the  power  to  send  a  mission  to 
the  then  existing  Oovernmeut  of  Algiera,  and 
that  sent,  nnder  the  present  administration, 
to  the  Turkish  Governments  K  the  principle 
holds  good  in  the  one  case,  it  appeared  to  do 
60  eqnuty  in  the  other.  If  the  President  can 
ezerdae  the  power  in  reference  to  any  one  na- 
Uon  of  people,  whether  savage,  or  otherwise,  it 
appeared  to  him  to  follow  plainly  that  ha  could 
do  BO  in  reference  to  all,  as  the  twnstitntion  did 
not  vary  the  power  of  the  President  to  appoint 
commisdoners  to  treat  with  foreign  nations,  ac- 
cording  to  their  degrees  of  barbarism  or  civ- 
ilisation, but  afforded  a  fixed  mle  as  to  the 
power  of  the  President,  qiplicable  to  nations  of 
every  condition, 

Ur.  B.  add  he  had  heard  with  a  de^ee  of 
tenrpriae  wliioh  he  could  not  conceal,  in  the 
course  of  thia  debate,  an  attempt  to  discriminate 
between  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  cabinet 
advisers,  attributing  all  responsibility  to  them 
in  relation  to  the  Turkish  treaty.  Tliis  was, 
indeed,  a  novel  doctrine  in  thia  country,  and 
one  which  be  would  ventnre  to  say  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  theory  of  our  Government. 
The  doctrine  of  Executive  infallibility  was  nn- 
known  to  our  form  of  Government :  ^e  Pred- 


ity  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  dntiea :  he 
must,  therefore,  tie  permitted  to  say  that  he 
did  not  think  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  frona 
Virginia  (Mr.  Tazbwkll)  waa  to  be  received  m 
a  very  flattering  compliinent  to  the  Preeident, 
when  he  expreaaed  nis  perfect  confideuoa  in 
the  honesty  of  his  intontions,  bat  believed  that 
he  had  been  deceived  by  his  Uinistera,  who 
were  snppoeed  to  have  adviaed  him  to  this 

Mr.  Tazxwxll  in  reply  to  Mr.  LrviKoeToir : 
The  honoralile  Senator  ^m  Lonisiana,  a^d  Hr. 
T.,  has  again  nndertaken  to  ohide  me  for  the 
nnmeaaured  lasgnage  in  which  I  have  deeenbed 
the  act  of  the  Executive,  concerning  which  I 
q>oke  when  I  laat  addressed  the  SenaU.  I  can 
readily  conceive  that  the  strong  terms  I  em- 

Sloyed  to  characterize  this  transaction  may  not 
e  very  familiar  to  the  laatidiouanesa  of  oourta 
or  palaces,  where  the  dulcet  aonnda  of  appro- 
bation and  admiration  only  are  commoniy 
heard.  But  as  my  words  denote  precisely  the 
opinions  1  desired  to  communicate  to  those  I 
addressed,  and  were  merely  the  abbreviation  of 
the  ccmclusions  to  which  I  thonght  I  had  en- 
titled myself  by  the  argoments  I  had  i»ed,  I 
was  not  aware  that  I  had  violated  any  mle  of 
etiqnetto  here,  in  thus  snmmiDg  up  the  reason' 
ing  npon  the  subject ;  I  had  proved,  at  least  to 
my  own  aatisfaction,  that  the  constitaU'on  for~ 
nished  no  authority  to  the  President  for  what 
he  had  done ;  therefwe,  I  felt  myself  joEtifled 
in,Hpeakb]g  of  this  act  as  unconstitutionai,  and 
as  lawless.  If  snch  ia  ita  true  character,  all 
must  concede  that  a  power  eierted  by  a  Presi- 
dent withoat  warrant  or  constitutional  grant  ia 
a  usurpation  on  his  part ;  and  aa  such  a  osorp- 
ation  m  this  case  was  a  direct  and  plain  in- 
fringement of  the  privilegea  of  the  Benato,  it 
moat  be  a  gross  violation  ^  the  constitution,  ia 
flagrant  derogation  of  the  rights  of  this  bodf. 
To  the  Senate  I  certunly  owe  no  apolc^  for 
the  earnest  appeal  I  made  to  them,  to  indnca 
them  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights,  to  prove 
themselves  futhful  depositaries  of  the  truata 
conflded  to  them  by  the  constitution,  and  never, 
by  a  refusal  to  assert  their  privileges,  to  oonn- 
tenanoe  the  idea  that  they  could  be  guilty  of 
a  base  anrreuder  of  the  rights  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  States  they  represent,  which  richta 
so  conferred  are  in  truth  but  duties  imposed  by 
our  oonatitnents  for  their  own  wiae  purpoaea. 
This  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  on  onr 
part,  which,  however  much  it  may  be  deeired 
by  any  other  department  of  the  Government^ 
could  scarcely  find  jnstification  or  apolc^  hero 
or  elsewhere. 

In  expressing  these  strong  opinion^  I  cer- 
tainly neither  measured  nor  weighed  the  force 
of  Ae  language  necessary  to  convey  them. 
But  if  thia  or  any  other  honorable  Senator 
would  have  been  pleased  to  furnish  me  with 
the  proper  oonrtJy  phrase*  in  which  I  ini^ 
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fane  aomuDiuoated  mj  thongfata,  I  would  will- 
ia^j  hKTB  adwted  tlMin,  providM  titej  woold 
b»a  axpresMd  mj  optukats  with  equal  preoia- 
ion.  I  donbt  mnw,  howerer,  wbatber  I  Aonld 
htctt  «aa^>ed  the  oeiunre  of  l^e  boiuv^e  Sen- 
ior ftom  LovimADa,  if  I  had  borrowed  my 
tvtna  even  from  hia  own  works,  or  from  the 
preeedenta  fnmiahed  bf  the  apeeehei)  of  eome 
U  those  bj"  whom  the  Preaident  ia  now  snr- 
immded,  which  ^eeohea  were  d^vered  by 
tbxma  dnring  the  Pan&ma  debate.  Preaident 
Je^noD,  now  ao  mnoh  enlogized  bj  thie  hon- 
orable Senator,  was  not  alwaya  regarded  b; 
him,  I  believe,  aa  entitled  to  aach  ^loomia. 
One  at  leart  of  the  aets  of  tiiis  Preaident  was 
diaraeteriied  bj  this  Senator  in  langnage  as 
nnqnalifled  as  any  I  bare  need ;  and  a  reference 
to  the  qMieohea  to  wbiob  I  have  sUnded  will 
fdmisb  tnany  examples  of  mnch  stronger  phrases 
Ami  anr  I  have  emplored,  and  thia  too  in  rela- 
tion to  the  aame  anlgeol.  Theae  terms  were 
Iben  applied,  howarer,  to  the  aaeertiona  of  Pres- 
Meat  Adams  j  and  I  have  spoken  of  t^  acts  of 
iVeaideiit  Jackson,  «t  ttmpora  muiaiUitr,  tl- 
thoogh  the  eonstitntiDa  remains  the  aame. 

Bat,  ax,  let  no  one  think  that  I  mean  to  Jns- 
tilj  or  eren  to  ezDose  what  I  have  said,  b;  the 
exampka  of  others,  or  even  of  the  Preddent 
himselt  M;r  Justification  is,  that  whatover  I 
have  said,  I  thought ;  and  that  wbioh  I  think 
of  tiM  pablio  acts  of  psblio  men,  I  fbd  myself 
at  perfect  libertj  to  speak  taece,  whenever  a 
I»t»per  oocasiMi  arises  ao  to  do.  In  Uiia  oaae,  I 
neither  songtit  nor  made  the  ocoasioD,  I  would 
have  avokMd  it  if  I  could.  Bnt  the  President 
baa  chosen  to  present  hia  epplioatioa  to  this 
body,  aakiog  ns  to  appropriate  the  monej  of  oar 
ODDstitDeata  to  redeem  hia  pledge  of  the  pnbUo 
faith,  plighted  without  our  sanction  or  any  con- 
■titational  warrant,  and  I  am  so  called  upon  to 
BpTove  the  aoL  Forced  thns  to  inquire  into 
the  oharaoter  of  that  which  has  been  dime,  I 
am  emstrsined  to  speak  of  it  as  I  think  it  mer- 
its I  hsTe  done  so,  and  in  so  doing,  have  done 
but  whai  my  doty  reqnired, 

Mr.  Prendeat,  this  debate  has  taken  the  pre- 
ebe  ooorae  which  I  foresaw  it  wonid  take. 
The  sdroeates  of  this  qipropriation,  instead  of 
iTftIng  or  controverting  any  position  I  have 
maintamed  in  reference  to  the  proper  oonstntc- 
twn  of  the  oonstitation,  have  endeavored  to 
Jnstify  what  has  been  done  by  the  precedents 
they  cite,  and  'tike  practice  they  wbh  to  show 
to  have  been  settled.  The  Senator  from  Lonis- 
iaim  alone  has  expreeaed  any  doubt  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  iDUr[vetatinn  which  I  have 
given  of  the  oonatitntion.  At  first,  this  doubt 
was  rested  apon  an  inversion  and  transpoaition 
of  the  terms  naed  in  the  inatmment.  This  at- 
tempt, however,  seems  to  be  abandoned  by 
him ;  and  he  now  seeks  to  attun  the  aame  ob- 
jeet,  by  ineerting  a  stop  where  there  is  none. 
To  this  new  process  for  changing  the  meaning 
of  ita  proviaiooB,  I  have  no  Otoer  answer  to 
|pt«  than  thiit— blot  ont  all  the  stops,  and  iwlh 
the  learned  and  oaleamed  will  replaoe  them  aa 


they  now  are,  because  they  will  still  concur  in 
reading  the  inatrmnent  as  1  have  read  it,  and 
in  oomrti'ning  \te  language  as  I  have  oonstmed 
it.  Acoordmg  to  this  ooostruction,  I  repeat, 
the  President  alone  may  nominate,  bnt,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  only 
ean  ^ipc^t  to  any  office ;  and  when  vacancies 
hq^Km  daring  the  recesa  of  the  Senate,  the 
President  alone  may  fill  np  such  Vacanriee,  by 
temporary  commisaioDB  only.  Here  I  wiU 
leave  this  Bugxeeted  donbt,  confident  thst  it  will 
never  ripen  mto  oertdnty  anywhere,  but  in 
some  hot-bed  prepared  to  foroe  its  growth  nn- 
natnrally. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  next  draws  a 
distinction  between  the  power  of  the  President 
to  make  treaties  and  his  power  to  make  aiy- 
pointmentB  to  office.  This  diatinotion  he  seeks 
to  snpport  by  a  reference  to  the  precedents  he 
has  cited.  This  distinction  la  oert^ly  new. 
If  to  l>e  snstuDed  at  all,  it  must  be  by  tiie  force 
of  the  precedents  only,  for  the  worda  of  the 
oonatitution  as  ezplioitiy  reatrain  the  one  power 
as  thay  do  the  other,  and  in  precisely  the  aame 
mode.  Each  of  these  powers  is  given  to  the 
PresideDt;  but  in  the  very  grant  itself  they  are 
both  required  to  be  eaarcised  by  him,  "  by  and 
witii  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  " 
only ;  and  the  only  dii^ronoe  between  them  is, 
that,  in  making  treaties,  the  c<mcnrrence  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present,  and,  in 
making  appointments,  the  oononrrence  of  a 
m^ority  onlyj  ia  required.  Then,  b  it  not 
Strang  that,  in  the  very  case  where  the  con- 
stitution impcees  the  strongeet  restraint,  it 
shonld  be  contended  that  none  exists ;  and  yet 
should  be  admitted  that,  in  tbe  other  case,  the 
restraint  is  effectual,  altiiongh  tlua  reetrdnt  is 
imposed  by  the  same  wor£  repeated  in  the 
very  next  member  of  the  same  sentence  I 

Bnt,  sir,  how  are  treaties  to  be  negotiated  t 
Oert«inly  by  some  officer  of  the  Government ; 
and  this,  whether  they  are  negotiated  at  home 
or  abroad,  for  it  is  asking  of  ns  too  mnch, 
when  we  are  required  to  admit  tiiat  he  who 
has  the  commission  of  the  Government,  which 
cemmiarion  is  signed  by  its  Ohief  Magistrate, 
aothenticatod  by  its  great  seal,  and  wherein  is 
expressed,  that,  iu  oonedderation  of  the  high 
confidence  reposed  in  bim,  authority  is  thereby 
given  by  him  to  pledge  our  fwth  and  honor,  fa 
not  an  officer  oi  the  United  States,  go  that 
the  question  still  recurs,  can  tiie  Preudent 
alone,  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senato,  create  such  an  office  t  I  nay  create 
snob  an  office;  for  when  the  oomraisaion  fa 
granted  to  n^otiato  a  treaty  abroad,  with  a 
nation  at  whose  court  we  have  never  had  any 
representative,  the  office  is  created :  for,  as  I 
have  ahown,  there  is  no  pretext  for  saying  tliat 
such  ao  office  is  then  vacant,  or  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  making  the  appointment  to  it,  is  merely 
fiUing  np  a  vacancy,  and  a  vacancy  which  haa 
h^pened,  too,  during  the  reoesa  of  the  Senate. 
Now  the  Senator  from  LonlMona  admits  that 
the  President  alone  cannot  make  an  original 
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s^poiatment  to  adj  ofBce.  What,  then,  be- 
comes of  his  dbtLnotioa  between  the  power  of 
the  President  to  make  tre&tiea,  and  his  power 
to  make  appointraenta,  in  aU  oases  where,  to 
make  a  treaty,  It  ie  neoessary  to  make  an  orig- 
inal appointment! 

Sir,  tne  precedents  may  be  searched  froio  the 
birth  of  this  Government  to  the  daj  of  the  date 
of  the  Turkish  treaty,  and  but  few  cases  will 
he  fonnd  of  a  treaty  negotiated  by  any  other 
than  a  diplomatlo  officer  of  the  United  States, 
whose  appointment,  if  an  original  appointment, 
had  not  been  made  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  The  few  oases  existing, 
in  which  this  does  not  appear,  ore  either  casee 
occnrriiig,  ^^^fiagranU  Mm,"  with  the  power 
treated  with,  or  cases  of  compaota  entered  into 
with  piratical  hordes  or  savage  tribes,  the  de- 
pendents or  tributaries  of  year  own,  or  of  aomo 
other  sovereignty.  All  the  precedents  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Lonisiana  are  of  this  de- 
eoiiptJon.  These  precedents,  therefore,  do  not 
tonoh  or  apply  to  the  question  I  have  diseossed, 
and  which  is  presented  in  this  case,  unless  we 
are  prepared  to  say  that  the  principles  of  war 
jnstify  the  practice  of  peace,  or  that  the  nsages 
which  necessity  reqnires  to  be  adopted  in  onr 
intercourse  with  barbarian  powers  and  depend- 
ent St«t«s,  constitnte  the  mie  which  ought  to 
regnlate  onr  intercourse  with  the  oldest,  and 
most  solemnly  and  most  nniversalty  reoognized 
sovereignties  on  earth. 

Even  this  the  Senator  trota  Lonisiana  would 
have  us  to  do,  for  he  ridienles  my  ideas  that 
the  eiistence  of  war  gives  to  the  President 
{vower  that  he  may  not  richthilly  claim  in 
peace ;  or  that  there  is  any  difference  between 
the  piratical  Barbary  hordes  and  the  Ottoman 
empire.  Now,  suppose  I  should  even  admit 
that  the  distinction  which  I  drew  between  the 
cases  of  war  and  peace  was  without  any  Jnst 
foondatjon.  Is  it  fiiir  to  infer  the  general  rule  of 
peace  from  the  exception  of  war  1  Or  is  it  wise 
or  safe  to  contend,  that  what  is  acqalesoed  in 
without  mnnnur,  daring  the  storm  of  war,  is 
therefore  rtght^  and  may  be  properly  repeated 
in  the  calm  and  "piping  time  of  peace."  I 
pray  the  Senate  to  think  well  of  the  oonse- 
qnenoes  which  may  and  must  result  if  they 
sanction  such  doctrine  as  this. 

Peace  gives  the  rule,  and  war  the  exception 
to  it.  Nor  is  it  of  little  consequence  to  the 
present  argument,  whether  the  exception  be 
tie  jure  or  defaete  only.  It  is  but  an  exoepHon 
in  either  case ;  and  we  reason  errcneonsly  when 
we  seek  to  find  the  rule  in  the  exception  to  it. 
But  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  exoeption  exists 
dejure,  and  is  established  by  the  constitution 
itself  as  an  exception,  then  this  exception  proves 
the  general  rule  to  be  different.  Now,  1  con- 
tend that  llie  exception  does  existd^jur^;  and 
that  in  war  the  President  may  lawfully  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  enemy,  when, 
where,  and  how  ne  pleases,  and  by  the  inter- 
vention of  whomsoever  he  thinks  proper  to 
employ  for  that  purpose,    I  prove  it  thus: 


,  lasi. 


The  legitimate  object  of  all  war  is  peace.  Te 
attain  this  desirable  end  whenever  war  exists, 
the  oonstitation  gives  to  the  Eiecntive  every 
lawful  means  for  its  accomplishment.  Hencc^ 
he  may  lawfnUy  order,  and  by  his  subordinates 
effect,  the  burning  of  towns,  tlie  sacking  of 
cities,  the  devastation  of  the  enemy's  coootry, 
and  the  slaughter  of  its  inhabitants;  for,  alasl 
sad  eiperience  has  taught  mankind,  that  such 
are  the  necessary  means  by  which  alone  most 
commonly  war  can  be  terminated,  and  the  de- 
sirable end  of  peace  attained.  Now,  surely,  if 
the  Eiecntive  may  lawfully  do  all  this  for  snoli 
an  oMect,  he  may  attidn  the  same  required  end 
by  other  means  lass  destmotive,  and  more  con- 
sonant to  the  dictates  of  humanity.  If  he  may 
lawfully  n^otiate  for  peace  by  blood  and  car- 
nage, may  he  not  negotiate  for  the  same  object 
by  argument  and  persuasion?  It  is  true  von 
call  the  one  batUe  and  bloodshed,  and  the  other 
negotiation,  yet  each  of  them  is  but  a  means  for 
the  aocompliahment  of  peace,  tbe  great  and  only 
justifiable  end  of  all  war ;  whioh  end  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  to  effect  by  all 
proper  means,  whenever  war  exists.  And 
what  at  last  is  this  treaty  of  peace,  until  it  is 
ratified  by  the  proper  authority,  that  is  to  say, 
until,  in  tiiis  oountiT',  its  ratifioation  has  recav- 
ad  the  advice  and  oousent  of  the  Senate !  It  is 
little  else  than  a  mere  armistice.  Now,  nona 
can  donbt  that  the  Executive  may  lawfnUy  con- 
clade  an  armistice  when,  where,  and  how  be 
pleases,  and  this  under  his  general  power  to 
condnot  the  existing  war  in  t£at  mode  which, 
ih  his  discretion,  peace,  its  only  jnsti&able  end, 
seems  to  require. 

Here,  then,  is  one  answer  to  aU  the  prece- 
dents oited  by  the  Senator  frani  Loniriana^  rf 
treaties  made  with  the  Barbary  Powers  dnnng 
the  administratioii  of  our  two  first  lYeeidenli. 
At  the  time  all  these  treaties  wM'e  negotiated, 
war  existed  between  these  powers  and  ^ 
United  States.  Uoreover,  two  of  these  treaties 
(being  all  of  this  description  that  were  conclud- 
ed during  the  administration  of  Washington) 
were  conoluded  by  Ur,  Humphreys,  an  to- 
knowledged  diplomatic  officer  of  tbe  United 
States,  who  had  been  previously  and  regnhu^ 
appointed  our  Uinister  to  Portugal,  by  and  wiui 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  In  eos- 
cluding  these  treaties,  too,  Ur.  Humpbreyi 
acted  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  he  had 
received,  the  substance  of  which  instmctions 
had  been  previously  submitted  by  tlie  Pred- 
dent  to  the  Senate,  and  had  received  Uieir  ^ 
probation  so  far  back  as  the  8th  of  May,  1TB3, 
as  onr  Journals  show.  These  oasea,  then,  are 
but  oases  of  treaties  made  by  &  proper  officer 
of  the  United  States,  whose  appointment  and 
whose  instructions  had  previously  received  tbo 
confirmation  of  the  Senate.  Ae  to  tbe  mere 
intemuneii  employed  by  Mr.  Homphreys  Ite- 
self  in  his  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers 
and  who  acted  under  appointments  tmA  bbn, 
and  not  from  the  President,  I  preenme  it  cannot 
be  neoeMory  ft^r  me  to  say-  a  single  wwd. 
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Doubtless,  the  Hinbter  migKt  employ  wbat  mes- 
sengers, interpreters,  or  sabagents,  be  thonght 
necessary,  and  tbe  obligation  of  the  iaatniment, 
pat  into  form  by  them  before  it  received  his  as- 
sent, could  neither  be  strengthened  nor  weakened 
by  their  signature,  whether  it  was  yanity  or  ne- 
iKsrity  that  Btibscribed  it 

The  same  answer  will  equally  apply  to  the 
cases  of  the  treaties  afterwards  oonclnded  with 
some  of  these  same  powers  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Pre^dent  Madison.  War  again  ex- 
isted between  the  United  States  and  these 
powers,  when  these  treaties,  too,  were  con- 
dnded.  Nay,  snch  is  the  capricions  and  rapa- 
eiona  character  of  these  corsatrs,  and  snob  their 
^orance  or  contempt  of  the  provisions  of  the 
'  pnblic  law,  and  the  nsages  of  dvilized  nations, 
tt«t  it  ia  difficult  to  determine  when  war  does 
not  exist  with  them.  It  is  this  very  circum- 
RtaDce  which  constitutes  one  of  the  great  canses 
why  yonr  interconrse  with  them  always  has, 
and  ^ways  mnst  produce  many  anomalies  from 
which  no  principle  or  rule  can  properly  be  de- 
dace#.  Bnt  if  I  wanted  au  apt  illoetration  of 
the  trath  of  my  position,  that  tne  power  of  con- 
dncting  a  war  necessarily  iaclodes  the  power 
of  coc^ucting  it  by  negotiating  for  peace,  I 
dKmld  find  it  m  the  oirciunstances  attending  one 
<tf  these  very  treaties.  The  gallant  Decatnr 
had  Jost  captured  the  Algertne  squadron. 
Haat«ninK  from  the  scene  of  bis  oonqnest,  be 
{Mresented  his  victorious  fleet  before  the  port  of 
Algiers,  ready  to  fire  npon  the  city,  and  to  lay 
it  in  ashes,  if  necessary.  To  save  themselves 
from  the  imminent  danger,  and  to  gain  time  for 
preparation,  the  enemy  wished  to  parley,  pro- 
feanng  a  wish  to  negotiate  a  peace.  His 
answer  to  their  proposition  was,  "  Here  are  the 
only  terms  of  peace  I  can  accept,  Bign  and 
ratify  this  treaty,  and  our  nations  are  friends 
Wwn;  reject  it,  and  I  must  do  my  duty.  I 
give  yon  two  hours  te  deoide."  Within  the 
tune  prescribed,  the  treaty  was  returned,  duly 
exeentad  on  their  part;  and  hence  was  coD' 
doded,  on  board  of  his  own  flag  ship,  the 
Umted  States  ship  Guerriere.  Now,  sir,  will 
my  one  say  that,  in  thns  acting,  this  hero 
vidated  any  precept  of  the  oonstitntion  of  bis 
country  ?  And,  if  not,  it  snrely  cannot  be  pre- 
tended that  the  Prefddent  conid  so  offend,  by 
authorizing  that  to  be  done,  which,  when  done 
in  pursuance  of  his  orders,  was  rightfhlly  done. 
Tet,  if  rigbtf  ally  done,  war  must  give  power  to 
the  Execntire  that  in  peace  is  forbidden. 

Again :  Is  it  correct  to  sa^  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  piratical  hordes  of  Al- 
giers, and  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  the  professed  trib- 
utaries and  acknowled^d  dependents  of  the 
SnUinw  Porte,  and  the  Ottoman  empire  itself? 
This  is  an  assertion  which  I  confees  I  did  not 
expect  to  have  heard  made  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  Uy  historical  reoollectiona  do 
not  deceive  me,  I  tbink,  when  they  lead  a 
•ay  Uiat  the  Ottomaa  Gtovernmeat  ia  now 
oldest  in  the  World.  While  every  other  known 
Qovemment  has  been  oftentimes  changed,  de- 


itroyed,  and  reconstructed,  that  simple  despot- 
sm,  sustained  as  it  is,  alike  by  religion  and  by 
fonWj  has  ever  remained  nnaltered  from  jls 
creation,  now  nearly  twelve  centories  ago,  until 
this  hour.  Before  the  discovery  of  America  by 
Columbus,  the  seat  of  the  Turkish  empire  was 
fixed  where  it  now  is,  at  Constantinople;  and 
never  since  has  that  capital  been  profaned  b^ 
the  presence  of  any  foreign  foe.  Almost  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  all  Europe  trembled 
at  its  onward  march;  and  the  moat  powerful  of 
Earoi>ean  sovereigns  fied  from  the  smoking 
ruins  of  his  capital,  Vienna,  to  escape  this  ene- 
my. Unch  more  than  a  oentnry  since.  Bender, 
one  of  its  distant  proTiqcial  towns,  offered  a 
safe  asylum  to  the  unfortunate  Swedish  mon- 
arch,  when  flying  from  the  disastrous  field  of 
Pnltewa ;  and  Turbish  fsith  and  Turkish  power 
would  never  permit  that  asylom  to  be  violated. 
Deprived  since  of  some  of  its  domain  by  the 
RuBsian  arms,  it  neverthelees  still  ranks  as  one 
among  the  principal  powers  of  the  world,  hav- 
ing be«i  always  recognired  and  always  respect- 
ed aa  an  independent  and  great  natitm  by  every 
State  in  Christendom.  It  does  not  seem  very 
beoomingin  ns,  almost  the  youuffest  of  tbegreat 
family  cJ  nations,  to  wish  te  degrade  this  an- 
cient and  powerful  sovereignty,  not  less  re- 
markable for  the  proud  umpiicity,  than  for  the 
strict  honor  and  fidelity  of  its  character ,  (and 
this,  too,  at  the  moment  when  we  have  just  con- 
cluded our  first  treaty  with  it,)  by  comparing 
it  with  its  own  tributery  dependenttt,  whose 
piratical  pursuits,  and  open  contempt  of  all  (he 
usages  of  civilice^  States,  have  ever  prevented 
every  power  from  reoognixing  any  of  them  as 
an  equal  sovereignty,  or  trusting  among  them 
any  other  representative  than  an  bumble  consul. 
As  well  might  wecomparetheBussian  Govern-  • 
meat  with  some  wretoned  band  of  Esquimaux, 
or  horde  of  fierce  Tartars,  dwelling  within  its 
limits;  or  the  QoTemment  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Cherokee  nation,  or  the  tribe  of  Win- 
nebagoea,  dwelUng  within  ours. 

It  IB  strange,  too,  that  this  assertion  should 
be  hazarded  now,  when  it  is  proposed  by  the 
very  amendment  before ua to  appropriatea  sum 
of  money  for  the  new  mission  to  the  Sublime 
Porte,  which  snm  fikr  exceeds  in  amount  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  sums  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated for  our  missicHts  to  tiusaia,  to  France, 
andtoOreat  Britain,    To  justify  this  appro- 

SriaUon,  a  list  of  the  foreign  Ministers  cd  the 
ifferent  nations  of  Europe,  now  accredited  at 
the  Turkish  oonrt,  is  sent  to  ua,  which  list  pre- 
sents a  diplomatic  corps  that,  in  rank,  in  the 
nomber  of  Stetes  ropresraited,  and  in  the  com- 
pensation granted  to  these  Ministers,  far  eiceeda 
any  such  corps  assembled  at  any  other  court 
in  the  world  I  Yet,  sir,  that  nation,  at  whose 
court  prlncea  or  noblemen  of  high  rank  have 
not  felt  degraded  to  appear  as  Ministers,  and 
whose  sovereigns  intend  to  honor  them  by  such 
^pointments,  is  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  be  annk  to  the  level  of  its  own  tributa- 
ries, to  whose  casties  none  Other  than  a  oonsnl 
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The  oaee  of  treatiee  concladed  here  bj-  a 
Sei»vtat7  of  State,  the  Senate  mnst  at  once 
perceive,  toachee  not  the  qaestion  I  have  pre- 
sented. No  one  can  docbt  that  he  Is  an  officer 
of  the  TTnited  States,  who  being  chared  bj 
tiie  law  of  his  creatioD  with  the  mpenntend' 
ence  of  all  the  foreign  rdations  of  the  oonntiT', 
may  very  properly  be  instmcted  by  the  Preai- 
dent  to  n^otiate  a  treaty  here.  In  his  case, 
the  power  given  to  him  has  no  other  effect  than 
to  ciiaroe  the  old  office  with  a  new  and  very 
proper  duty.  It  creates  no  new  office  in  him, 
as  we  all  know ;  for  althongh  we  have  heard  of 
pay  for  oonstractive  Joameys  never  performed, 
yet  even  the  persons  who  tbonght  themeelvea 
entitled  Xa  snch  oompenaation,  have  never  pre- 
anraed  to  aak  for  conatmctive  "outfit  and 
■alary"  for  the  performance  of  thia  new  dnty 
merely.  It  would  be  absnrd,  too,  to  a»y  that 
the  fall  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  here,  could  entitle  him  to 
any  of  the  privilegea  aJid  immunities  accorded 
by  the  public  law  to  anch  as  are  sent  abroad 
with  anch  power.  It  la  this,  at  last,  that  oon- 
stitates  the  true  test  whereby  to  ascertain 
whedier  the  agent  appointed  to  n<^tiute  a 
treaty  ia  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  vir- 
tne  of  anch  an  appointment  For  as  the  im- 
mnnities  conceded  by  the  pnblio  law  are  official 
privileges  merely,  he  who  acquires  none  such  in 
virtoe  of  his  appointment  to  negotiate  a  treaty, 
is  not  thereby  made  an  officer.  But  whereso- 
ever the  appointment  ia  daaigned  to  draw  after 
it  pay  at  home,  and  immunity  abroad,  then  it 
creates  office.  Now  saoh  is  the  case  of  these 
CommiMionera ;  and  snch  never  was  t]ie  case 
of  any  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  to  notice  hnt  a  single  other  argument 
of  t)ie  Senator  from  Louisiana.  He  tells  us  that 
this  was  not  a  new  mission,  for  it  had  been 
previously  established  by  the  last  President  in 
the  appointments  of  Measrs.  Crane  and  Offley, 
made  by  him  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  same 
purposes  with  the  present.  Bit,  from  this  day 
forward,  let  us  not  repeat  the  phrase  and  promise 
of  "  reforming  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into 
thia  Qovernment."  It  is  high  time  we  should 
.drop  it,  when  honorable  Senators  think  they 
justify  a  violation  of  the  constituWon  by  the 
present  Eiecntive,  hy  regarding  it  as  a  mere 
continuation  of  the  nsuiped  antbority  of  his 
predecessor.  The  qaestion  we  have  to  decide 
IS,  whether  the  constitntion  antborizes  the 
IVesident  to  create  a  new  office,  withont  the- 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  instituting 
a  raission  to  a  nation  with  which  we  never 
before  had  established  any  political  connection 
or  diplomatic  relation.  In  answering  this  qaes- 
tion, it  is  gravely  said  that  the  prettent  Presi- 
dent has  not  done  so,  because  such  a  mission 
was  secretly  and  ineffectually  attempted  to  be 
established  by  his  predecessors ;  and  this  secret 
and  viun  effort  to  strip  the  Senate  of  their 
highest  privilege  at  that  time,  sanotiSea  and 


Justifies  the  actnal  deed  afterwards  done.  Unch 
better  would  it  be  to  aay  at  once,  that  because 
President  Adams  publicly  proclaimed  in  the 
"  .noma  message  that  such  a  power  was  "  with- 
the  constitutional  competency  of  the  Eieon- 
tive,"  therefore  it  mnst  be  ao.'  Bat  as  tliis 
argument  would  scarcely  fijid  Guvor  anywhere 
now.  it  is  deemed  better  to  rely  nptm  the  secret 
and  ineffectual  attempt,  rather  than  upon  tiie 
open  and  avowed  opinion  of  this  President. 
When  Prendent  Adams  publicly  announced  tbii 
opinion,  its  correctness  was  as  publicly  denied 
and  controverted  here ;  and  surely  his  hidden 
acts,  which  could  not  becenaored,  because  they 
were  not  known,  are  even  of  less  weight  as 
authority  than  his  declared  opinions.  What 
may  be  the  weight  and  authority  of  bis  opinions 
upon  thia  subject  now,  I  know  not,  but  I  well 
know  how  they  were  regarded  by  aomeformer- 
ly ;  and  at  the  very  time,  too,  when  tiiis  act  c€ 
his  was  aecretly  done.  My  opinions  nptm  this 
subject  then  coincided  with  those  entertained 
by  others  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  and  fiina 
oertunly  liave  undergone  no  change  ihice. 


Fbidat,  February  B5. 
Tk*  Power*  t^fCongreMte  lag  onieolUetD^titi, 
and  the  Power  to  reffvlate  Commene,  tUsttect 
and  iitattteertible  iWsr*. 


Bfolvtd,  That  the  powers  CMifsrred  on  Coogro* 
by  the  States  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and  l»  trg- 
uLiCe  commctce,  are  distinct  and  ineoavsrUble 
poners,  uming  at  different  objects,  and  requiring 
differeut  forme  of  legisUlive  sedon ;  ths  levylni 
power  being  confined  to  imports,  and  chiefly  inUnd- 
ed  to  raise  revenue;  the  regulating  power  being 
directed  to  exports,  snd  solely  intended  to  procure 
IsTorsble  terms  for  ^e  admission  of  the  talfa  ud 
prodoots  of  the  BtatES. 

3.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  colleet  dntiei  on 
imports  was  soUcited  by  tb«  tbnndersof  tbe  present 
Fedaral  Goverament,  aod  granted  by  the  Btates,  for 
the  eipreas  purpose  of  paying  the  public  debt,  and 
with  the  solemn  and  reiterated  asaurai —  '^-'  '*" 
duties  levied  for  that  purpose  should  c 
meat  the  debt  was  paid — which  asi 
given  in  answer  to  objections  from  the  Bcates,  ind 
to  quiet  the  apprehensions  expressed  by  some  of 
them,  that  the  grant  of  power  Co  Congress  to  raise 
revenue  from  the  commerce  of  the  States,  withont 
limitaUon  of  time  or  qoanllty,  and  without  account- 
ability to  them  tbr  its  expenditure,  miglit  render 
CoDgreSi  independent  of  the  States,  and  endanger 
their  liberties  and  proeperity. 

S.  Tbst  the  public  debt  will  (probably)  be  paid 
off  In  the  year  1831,  and  the  amount  of  aboit 
twelve  millions  of  dollats  of  revenue  will  tlien  be 
subject  to  abolitioQ,  and  ought  to  be  aboUsbed, 
according  to  the  agreenient  of  the  parties  at  the 
establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Qovenimelit, 
■ad  in  conformity  to  tite  present  actnal  conditiea 
and  Interest  of  the  gtateii. 

4.  That  an  abolition  it  twelve  millions  of  duties 
win  be  a  relief  to  the  p^fde  of  from  about  ^teea 
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"■HK™  of  lues,  (estinutiiig  the  retiH  merobaat's 
tdnftM  upon  the  duties  M  one-tMnl,)  end  th&t  the 
tud  eboIiUDQ  may  be  mede  witbont  diDfloIibiDK  tbe 
protection  doe  to  en;  eaaentitd  bnuicb  or  puranit  of 
domeetio  indnatrj,  end  with  menlfeat  edruitage  to 
mwt  of  them. 

5.  Tb«t,  fbr  the  pnrpow  of  enebUng  CoogKH  lo 
detamlne  with  enlira  Mfoty  to  sTerj'  imereit,  tmd 
wbh  ttaU  Mtietkction  to  the  public  mind,  whit 
Uenehee  uid  punuite  of  domea^o  indaitry  mej  be 
(Mitied  to  protection,  tod  ought  to  be  guarded 
Irom  the  iqiariona  eDbets  of  f<H«ign  oompetition,  > 
Joint  eomnuUee  of  ^e  Seoete  end  House  of  Repre- 
KstetiTea  ought  to  be  ei^Hiinted  to  teke  the  eiem- 
iutioDi  of  pnetic«l  men  (prodncer*,  oooBuniere, 
tnd  importen]  in  ell  doubtful  osea,  end  to  report 
(heir  evidence  lo  the  two  Houees  of  Congreai. 

B.  Tfaet  the  wid  committee  ought  to  be  eppolnt- 
ed  «  the  commenMment  of  the  next  atated  ses- 


7.  That  th«  power  to  regulate  fordgn 
wu  gnnted  to  Congrem  bj  the  Stete^  for  the  ex- 
pnn  aftd  sole  purpose  of  enabling  Congresg  to 
obtain  and  secure  favoTable  markets  abroad  for  the 
e^orts  of  the  States,  and  favorable  tenas  for  the 
'  u  of  their  ships ;  and  to  effect  these  otyecta 


aod  relation, 
AevU  measnre  back  to  every  foreign  nation  the 
Mse  degree  of  fator,  or  disfsTor,  which  itself 
HMMied  out  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
Ibe  United  States. 

I.  Hut  the  power  to  regotste  foreign  oommerce, 
ilUraugh  one  of  tiim  first  of  the  oiumerated  powers 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  enduring  cause  of  its 
■dopdMibu  never  yet  heenexeroised  by  Coagress. 

9.  nat  the  approaching  eitiaotlon  of  the  pubJio 
debt,  and  oonaequent  obligatioa  to  abolish,  and 
idiaDlage  in  abtdiahing,  about  twelve  millioDS  of 
MDDBl  revenos,  will  enable  the  United  Sutes  to 
teedve  a  lar^  portion  of  her  foreign  commerce, 
M^  (he  one-half  tttereof,  free  of  duty;  andlhat  the 
Itirpiinciplea  of  a  just  leciprocity,  the  dictates  of 
obroos  policy,  jnstice  to  the  States,  and  the  coa- 
Mttutional  duty  of  the  Federal  Qovernmeot,  already 
too  long  deferred,  will  require  this  Oovemment  to 
demuid  equivalents  from  all  nations  which  may 
wish  to  tie  admitted  to  a  participation  in  the  enjoy- 
)Hat  of  this  great  amount  of  free  and  unrestricted 


with  manifest  adraalage  to  moat  of  them,  namely  ^ 
KatDs,  silka,  wines,  cofibe,  cocoa,  wonted  stdF  . 
goods,  sevend  deocripiioas  of  woollens,  several 
qnslitke  of  fine  cottons,  several  kinds  of  spirits,  kc., 

11.  That  the  free  importation  of  laid  articles 
<nght  to  be  otrered  to  all  nation*  wbich  shall  grant 
equivalent  advanlages  to  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  Uuited  Sutes,  and  will  reoeire  the 
prodncbi  of  their  industry,  namely :  fiaii,  fun,  lum- 
ber, naval  stores,  beef,  bacon,  porii,  grain,  flour, 
rioe,  cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  manntacturea  of 
cotton,  leather,  wool,  and  silk,  butter  and  cbeeu, 
M^  and  candles,  hats,  glass,  and  gunpowder,  lead, 
diot,  sod  sugar,  apirits  made  of  grain  and  molasses, 
Ae^  Ac,  or  some  adeqoate  proportion  thereof, 
^her  Irae  of  duty,  or  upon  payment  of  moderate 
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and  reasonable  duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  In  treaties, 
and  to  continu^fora  term  of  years,  and  to  no  other 
nations  whalevar. 

15.  That  there  la  notbiog  In  existing  treaty 
stipulations  with  foreign  powers  to  prevent  the 
regulation  of  our  commerce  upon  the  foregoing 
principles. 

13.  That  bU  commercial  nations  will  find  It  to 
their  advantage  to  regulate  their  commerce  with  the 
United  Stales  on  these  priociplea,  as,  in  doias  so, 
they  will  substitute  a  fair  and  liberal  trade  for  a 
trade  of  veiationa,  oppcesmons,  restrictions,  and 
smuggling;  will  obUuo  prorisioiis  for  subststence, 
and  material^  for  manufaclnres,  on  cheaper  terms 
and  more  abnudsntly;  will  promote  thmr  own  ex- 
ports ;  will  increase  their  revenue,  by  increasng 
consumption  and  diminisliing  smuggliog;  snd,  in 
refusinE  to  do  so,  will  draw  great  injury  upon 
themselves  in  the  loaa  which  will  ensue  of  several 
great  branches  of  their  trade  with  the  United 
States. 

14.  That  the  agriculture,  mannfactures,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  of  tbe  United  States  would 
be  greatly  benefited  by  regulating  foreign  trade  on 
the  foregoing  principles ;  first,  by  getting  rid  of 
oppressive  duties  upon  the  stspte  productions  of 
the  United  State*  in  foreign  markets  ;  secondly,  by 
lowering  at  home  the  price  of  many  articles  of  com- 
fort or  neoesaity,  imported  from  abroad. 

16.  That  the  safest  and  most  satisfactory  mode 


and  treaty-malciog  powers,  Congress  fixing,  by  law 
or  joint  resolution,  tbe  articles  on  which  duties  may 
be  abolished,  and  the  Executive  negotiating  with 
foreign  nationff  for  the  grant  of  ec[uivalents. 

le.  That,  10  be  in  readineaa  to  carry  this  system 
oYregulatlug  foreign  commerce  into  eStct  at  the 
of  the  public  debt,  it  will  be  neceaeary 


Jifational  Soad  in  OAto. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Bdiiskt,  the  orders  were 
postponed  for  the  parpose  of  taking  np  the  bill 
deolariag  the  assent  of  Ooogress  to  on  fict  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Bdeset  Nud  he  would  occupy  but  a  few 
minntes  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  explaining 
the  bill.  Its  object,  be  said,  was  nothing  more 
tJian  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  tbe  Si«te  of  Ohio,  for  tbe  preacrvation  and 
repair  of  so  mncb  of  the  national  rood  as  lies 
within  the  limits  of  that  State.  That  the  law 
to  which  the  assent  of  Congress  was  asked, 
provided  for  the  collection  of  a  moderate  toll, 
to  be  expended  in  repairs.  It  also  provided  for 
the  pani^ment  of  persons  detected  in  the  per- 
petration of  malicioQs  mischief  iniorious  to  the 
road.  He  said  that  it  was  generally  understood 
and  believed  in  Ohio,  that  the  jorisdiction  of 
this  road  was  exclusively  vested  in  the  Unit«d 
States ;  that  the  General  Assembly  had  no 
power  to  legislate  on  tbe  subject  withoot  the 
consent  of  Congress.  It  was  well  known,  he 
remarked,  that  the  rood  would  soon  beoome 
entirely  useless,  if  an  arrangement  were  not 
made,  without  delay,  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing it  in  rep^ ;  thai,  as  the  road  bad  beea 


conatraoted  by  Congresa,  at  a  great  eipense,  it 
was  unreasonable  to  relj  on  tl»m  for  yearly 
appropriations  of  money  from  the  national 
Treasury,  to  keep  it  in  a  state  of  preservation ; 
that  the  rood  being  once  completed,  ought  U> 
BoatalD  ttaelf  without  imposing  a  further  bnr- 
(lea  on  the  national  Treasury ;  that  this  descrip- 
tion of  internal  improvement  could  not  be 
carried  to  any  groat  estoot,  if  every  new  con- 
etmction,  when  completed,  was  to  be  followed 
by  a  new  annual  charee  on  the  Treasury  of  tie 
nation.  Such,  he  said,  was  the  impre^on  of 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  and  on  that  view  of 
the  sat^ect,  and  for  the  purposes  already  men- 
(doned,  they  had  passed  the  law  recited  in  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  thought  it  would  be 
fonnd,  on  a  cveful  eidmi nation  of  the  law,  that 
its  provisions  were  Just  and  reasonable.  The 
toll  proposed  to  be  charged  wasunnanally  low ; 
much  less  than  is  commonly  charged  on  other 
roads  of  a  similar  character — he  waa  confident 
that  it  was  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  value  of  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  by  the  persons  who 
were  to  pay  it.  Ho  disclaimed  all  idea,  or  de- 
sire, on  the  port  of  Ohio,  to  derive  a  revenue 
ftom  this  Bonrco.  They  did  not  contemplate 
each  a  result,  nor  did  they  wish  it.  If  the  rood 
oould  he  preserved  without  a  tax  on  them,  or 
on  the  General  Qovernment,  they  wonld  prefer 
to  have  it  remain  as  it  is  now,  free  and  unen- 
cumbered with  toll  gates ;  but,  sud  he,  that  is 
impossible ;  the  road  cannot  be  preserved  with- 
out constant  repairs,  which  necessarily  require 
a  constant  supply  of  money.  That  Ohio  con- 
templated nothing  more  than  the  preservatioq 
of  the  road,  waa  evident  from  the  fact  that  the 
whole  amount  of  money  collected  was  to  be 
p^d  into  the  State  Treasury— kept  in  a  separate 
fund,  and  applied  exclusively  to  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  road,  and  that  no  more 
money  was  to  be  collected,  than  would  be  re- 
quired for  that  purpose.  Mr.  B.  said  that  care 
had  been  talien,  in  draughting  the  law,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  those 
of  tlie  separate  States,  by  a  provision  that  the 
mail  should  pass  free ;  that  all  persons  in  the 
servic«  or  employ  of  the  Umted  States,  or 
either  of  them,  and  all  property  belonging  to 
tlie  United  States,  or  eitlier  of  them,  should  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  toll,  Such  being 
the  character  and  object  of  the  bill,  he  did  not 
anticipate  an  objection  that  be  believed  could 
reasonably  be  urged  against  it.  It  did  not,  he 
add,  affirm  any  principles  or  profess  to  settle 
any  question  <^  right;  it  was  a  naked  declara- 
tion, on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  their  willing- 
ness that  Ohio  should  execute  the  law  she  had 
passed.  He  was  aware  that  some  members  of 
Congress  believed  that  the  State  possessed  that 

Sower  already,  but  many  others  were  of  a 
iffereot  opinion ;  and  it  was  manifest  that 
Ohio  thought  differently,  otherwise  she  would 
not  have  passed  the  law  in  question.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  add  Hr.  B.,  I  feel  confident  that 
every  Senator  present,  whatever  may  be  his 
opinion  on  the  delicate  question  of  internal  im- 
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provement,  can  vote  for  this  bill  without  com- 
mittins  himself^  on  any  principle  connectod 
with  that  question,  Itecanae  it  involves  no  prin- 
ciple of  that  character.  It  will  leave  the  ques- 
tions of  conititutional  power  uid  constitutional 
right  where  they  now  stand,  to  l>e  adjusted  and 
settled  as  would  be  the  case  bad  this  law  never 
been  thought  of.  If,  as  he  believed,  the  priv 
visions  of  the  bill  were  anobjectlonable,  on  the 
score  of  principle,  he  was  ver?  certain  they 
were  calculated  to  secure  a  highly  important 
object,  as  would  be  verified  by  the  experi- 
ment, should  the  bill  under  consideration  pass. 
It  would  preventfiiture  applications  to  Con^esa 
for  appropnotions  of  money  from  the  national 
Trcasory  to  repur  the  road.  As  yet  no  such 
application  had  been  made  for  the  part  of  the 
rood  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  l>ecanBe  it  bod 
not  become  necessary ;  and  he  would  ventnre 
an  assurance  that  such  an  application  should 
not  be  made  if  Congress  passed  this  biU.  Ohio 
would  relieve  the  Umted  States  from  the  tax 
and  the  labor  of  preserving  her  portion  of  the 
road.  With  the  means  which  tnis  law  would 
put  iu  her  power,  she  would  guaranty  the  ac- 
complishment of  tiie  object  witbont  farther 
trouble  to  the  United  States,  and  certainly  with- 
out further  expense  to  their  Treasury.  He  bo- 
lieved  that  the  plan  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Ohio  was  the  best,  if  not  the  only  one,  by 
which  the  road  could  be  kept  in  repair  for  any 
length  of  time,  as  it  was  evident  that  Con- 
gress would  soon  become  weary  of  makios 
yearly  appropriations  for  that  purpose;  ana 
that  whenever  these  appropriations  should  be 
required,  there  being  no  substitute  provided, 
the  road  would  go  to  ruin,  and  the  mooey 
already  expended  would  be  lost  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Hay>k  s<ud  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill.  He  should  be  ^lad  to  sea 
the  principle  carried  ont,  and  the  United  Btatea 
wholly  relieved  from  the  care  and  preservation 
of  this  road.  He  thonght,  however,  that  the 
bill  stopped  abort  in  one  important  particular, 
and  that  waa,  the  ceesitMi  of  the  road  to  the 
State  of  Ohio.  He  shoold  like,  if  it  conld  be 
done,  to  introduce  a  provision  into  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  its  cession — it  Was  a  matter  of 
importance,  in  his  opinion — and  it  would  re- 
lease the  United  States  from  all  fntnre  legis- 
lation on  the  sulyect  Should  this  course  be 
pursued,  neit  year  Virginia,  Maryland,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  other  States  interested,  would 
make  a  similar  application  to  Congres^ond, 
their  wishes  once  granted,  the  United  States 
would  be  relieved  from  an  almost  contioaal 
dr^  on  their  Treasury.  The  oonstniction  and 
preservation  of  this  road  was  an  nnfortouate 
event  for  the  country ;  the  United  States  had 
been,  and  would  be,  from  the  neoesuty  of 
things,  subjeotod  to  more  expense  in  works  of 
this  nature,  than  either  individuals  or  States. 
Mr.  H.  spoke  of  the  sums  pud  for  the  construo- 
tion  of  the  road,  and  the  great  expense  required 
to  keep  it  in  repair.  He  would  ask  the  Chur- 
man  of  tJie  Committee  if  snch  a  provision  as  ha . 
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ftirther  appropriations. 

)fr.  PouniKX^CK  iwd  tlist  th^re  wen  at  least 
two  olgeetioDa  to  the  bill  u  it  now  stood,  nn- 
leaa  the  proTiiion  snggested  bv  the  geDtleman 
from  South  Ouvlina  Hboutd  De  inoorporated 
into  iL  The  first  was,  that  it  nodertook  to 
tmufer  to  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  a  right  to 
erect  ttA  g«b»,  Ac,  with  a  view  to  the  collec- 
tKHt  of  revenue,  to  provide  for  keeping  the  road 
(n  repair — a  power  which  the  Oongreas  of  the 
United  States  did  not  itself  possess.  The  mat- 
ter had  been  more  than  once  dUcnssed  in  Caa- 
grees,  ttnd  bills  proTidir^  for  raising  a  revenne 
from  tolls,  for  the  repair  of  the  road,  had  l>een 
rejected.  If,  then,  ConKress  did  not  possess 
t£e  power,  eonld  the  right  be  transferred,  b; 
ODBgraaB,  to  the  Legialatore  of  the  Btste  of 
Ohio  t  In  his  opinion,  it  conld  onl7  be  done 
bj-  ceding  that  part  of  the  road  lying  within 
Hie  Btate  of  Ohio  to  that  Stat«  altogether,  and 
Hina  give  its  L^islatnre  a  right  to  eieroiae  the 
power  now  songht  to  be  obtuned.  If  the 
power  were  not  given  in  this  way,  he  eonld 
BOt  see  in  what  other  way  it  could  be  done, 
when  Oongreas  did  not  possess  the  power  itself. 
lite  second  oUection  was,  that,  by  the  pro- 
viriona  of  the  bill,  the  jnstices  of  the  peace  in 
the  State  of  Ohio  were  to  exercise  iunsdiotton 
over  offenders  a^nst  the  law,  ana  to  enforce 
ita  provisions.  Oertainlj,  said  Hr.  P.,  we  otui- 
BOt  give  this  Jurisdiction  to  those  officers  of  the 
BttttM  of  Ohio.  The  constitution  prorides,  that 
"  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
b«  vested  in  one  Supreme  Coort,  and  in  snch 
inferior  coart«  as  the  ConKreas  tnay,  from  time 
to  time,  ordm  and  estalSsh."  Can  we  travel 
out  ot  the  eonree  lud  down  for  ns  In  the  coa- 
atUatioo,  and  give  an  anthoritj  to  State  officers 
to  enforoe  our  laws — give  them  a  ju'isdiotion 
which  we  liave  no  anthority  to  do  by  the  con- 
etitutiaD  ?  No,  sold  Mr.  P. ;  we  have  not  the 
power  to  oonstitQte  these  officers,  qvoad  Aoa, 
jndidal  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
ooone  which  he  should  prefer,  and  which 
ahonld  be  pursned,  was,  to  cede  that  part  of 
the  road  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  through 
her  boundaries,  and  so  on  to  other  States,  to 
the  whole  length  of  the  road :  for  this  was  the 
wont  Qovemment  in  the  world  to  have  the 
management  of  the  roads.  He  had  thrown  ont 
these  views  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
end  he  hoped  honorable  gentlemen  would  agree 
with  bim  in  the  expediency  of  an  entire  ses- 

l£r.  LirntoetoH  said  that  the  gentleman  from 


not  grant  a  power  to  erect  toll  gates,  but  dm- 
1^7  gave  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  do  BO.  The  road  passed  through  the 
Umita  of  the  State,  but  was  constructed  by  the 
United  States.  Uany  persona  were  of  opinion 
tfa&t,  beoanae  the  road  was  made  witii  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  therefore  It  was 
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the  property  of  the  United  States — others  were 
of  opinion  that  the  ro^d  was  constructed  in 
pursnanoe  of  the  power  possessed  by  tbe  Qov- 
emment to  make  post  roads ;  and  on  these  two 
cases  many  disputes  might  arise.  He  was  op- 
posed to  ceding  the  road  to  the  States.  Ur.  L. 
remarked  that  it  was  the  6tat«  of  Ohio  which 
gave  the  power  referred  to  the  justices  of  the 

Gace,  and  not  Congress ;  we,  in  sanotiouing 
r  law,  simply  assent  that  she  shall  have  the 
power  to  give  the  Inrisdictton  to  these  officers 
expressed  in  the  bill,  and  do  not  appoint  them 
onrselves.  Mr.  L.  made  a  reference  to  the  In- 
spection and  other  laws  of  the  Statea,  which 
were  sanctioned  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, bnt  were  not  laws  of  Oongress.  He 
wished  similar  provisions  to  those  contained  in 
the  present  bill  could  be  extended  to  eveiy 
State  tlmiogh  whioh  roads  ran,  constructed  hy 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  PonmizTEB  thought  he  discovered,  in 
the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a 
distinction  without  a  differenoe.  If  the  assent 
of  Congress  was  necessary  to  g^ve  effect  to  a 
law  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  then  we  certainly 
trsnsferred  to  her  a  power  to  do  that  whioh 
she  oould  not  do  herself.  If  ^e  had  a  ri^t  to 
exercise  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  in  this 
bill,  without  onr  consent,  then  the  bill  is  use- 
iees :  but  if  our  assent  is  necessary,  then  onr 
sot  IS  tbe  only  thing  which  gives  a  binding 
effect  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Where 
was  the  difference  in  our  acting  on  subjects  of 
this  kind  subsequently  or  anteriorly  f  In  the 
present  case,  tbe  Legislature  had  acted  before- 
hand, and  sent  their  law  to  us  for  onr  assent  to 
its  providons.  If  we  were  to  pass  a  law  bo- 
forehand,  giving  them  the  power  now  sought 
to  be  obtained,  and  they  saw  proper  to  act 
upon  the  subject,  would  it  not  amount  to  the 
same  thing  ?  The  Jnstices  of  the  peace  in  Ohio, 
he  maintained,  would,  in  this  instance,  act  en- 
tirely dependent  on  our  will ;  and,  in  granting 
them  the  power  songht  to  he  obtained,  we 
were  going  bejond  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
Btitntion. 

Mr.  LivnroeToiT  said  he  would  state  the  dif- 
ference in  the  two  cases,  and  it  was  the  same 
difference  which  existed  between  a  corapromdae 
and  a  suit  at  law.  Migjit  not,  two  parties  being 
at  variance,  one  ofi^r  a  compromise  for  the  set- 
Uement  of  their  diffbrenoea,  and  the  other  re- 
fuse, becanse  he  would  say,  if  I  do  agree  to  a 
compromise,  you  will  say  that  I  admit  you  have 
the  right  on  yonr  side.  As  to  the  Justioes  of 
the  peace;  when  they  came  to  act,  it  woold  not 
be  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  Congress,  but  under 
the  provisions  of  the  law  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  Btii  he  conld  not  vote  for  the 
hill  in  its  present  shape.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  in  his  views  of  the 
matter,  and  would  cheerfully  vote  for  a  oeaaion 
of  the  road,  If  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  any  other 
State  concerned,  was  willing  to  take  it  Ha 
was  among  those  who  believed  that  the  United 
States  ooaii  claim  no  Jurisdicti<«i  over  the 
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property.  The  State  of  Ohio  saked  of  ua  a 
Jnriadiction  which  we  oonid  not  give,  ssid  ICr. 
S.,  becanse  we  had  not  the  power.    Cede  the 

Iiropertf  to  her,  and  she  migbt  exercise  aoch 
eg^Blation  in  reUtioa  to  the  road  as  she  might 
see  proper.  He  regretted  that  ha  oould  not 
Tote  for  the  bill ;  he  had  assigned  hia  reasons 
why  he  could  not  He  was  willing  to  Burren- 
der  every  section  of  the  road  to  the  States  ia- 
terest«d,  if  ihe;  would  keep  it  in  repair. 

Ur.  RsoBi.^  said,  this  was  the  third  effort 
which  had  been  made  to  prevent  the  road  fh>m 
going  to  min.  There  was  no  other  method 
Uiat  coald  be  parsned  to  accomplish  the  end  m 
view.  Bills  for  tlie  prseerration  of  the  road 
had  been  before  Congress  on  eeveral  ooooaions, 
but  withoat  sacoesa.  One  did  pass  the  two 
Hoiuee,  bat  was  rejected  by  the  then  President 
— Ur.  Monroe.  OUier  projects  had  been  tried, 
but  nothing  finally  done.  The  State  did  not 
contemplate  deriving  a  revenne  frcMn  the  tolls 
oolleoted ;  their  only  object  was,  to  keep  the 
road  in  repair,  and  to  this  porpoBe  the  f^ds 
wonld  be  applied.  It  would  be  to  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  to  assent  to  the  act ;  and  ii^ 
in  the  present  case,  the  assent  of  Congress  was 
obtained,  the  States  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  &o.,  would  hereafter  adopt  dmilar 
measnree.  Some  msasore,  to  keep  the  road  from 
dilapidaUon  and  roin,  sbonld  be  speedily  re- 
sorted to.  It  was  the  best  road  in  the  country ; 
but,  unless  early  attended  to,  must  go  to  decay. 
He  thought  the  bill  prescribed  the  best  course 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  hoped  it  wonld  pass. 
Ohio  did  not  ask  for  or  want  the  road ;  she 
simply  wished  the  power  to  preserve  it  from 
destruction. 

Mr.  BuKBBT  said,  there  was  one  point  of 
view,  in  which  the  subject  might  be  presented, 
whidi  he  thonght  would  remove  the  difficulty 
nnder  which  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
seemed  to  labor.  .  The  notional  road,  he  sud, 
had  sivea  rise  to  questions  of  doubtful  or  dis- 
puted jurisdiction.  Many  persons  of  informa- 
tion Mid  legal  talents  were  of  opinion  that  the 
jurisdiction  vested  in  the  State  through  whiah 
the  road  passed ;  others,  equally  well  informed 
and  of  equal  legal  talents,  were  of  a  different 
winion ;  tbey  thonght  the  Jurisdiction  was  in 
Congress,  and  in  tma  state  of  things  the  road 
was  fast  going  to  ruin.  For  the  purpose  of 
obviating  the  effects  of  this  collision  of  opinicui, 
without  meeting  the  contested  qnestion,  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  he  said,  has  passed  a  law, 
exennsins  a  jurisdiction  in  part,  with  a  proviso 
that  it  should  not  be  earned  into  effect  with- 
out the  oonaent  of  Congress.  The  whole 
unount  of  the  matt«r  then  waa,  that  the  oon- 
tendiuK  partiea,  by  this  bill,  consented  that 
Ohio  should  take  char^  of  the  road,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  it,  leaving  the  qnestion 
of  right  OS  it  heretofore  stood — unsettled  and 
nndecided.  The  Senator  from  Mississippi  had 
oertainly  misi^prebended  the  bill;  he  hod  oon- 
sidered  the  language  of  the  Legislature  as  being 
,  by  Buppoaing  that 


the  latter  was  aboat  to  vest  jurisdiction  by  thid 
bill  in  the  offioers  and  courts  of  the  State, 
when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  enactment  of  Ohio 
which  gave  tb^  jurisdiction,  and  when  Con- 
gress were  required  to  do  nothing  more  than 
express  their  aporobation  of  the  oouree  pursued 
by  that  State-^atl  the  power  to  be  eseroised  by 
those  courts  and  officers  would  be  derived  frnn 
the  State,  by  on  express  enactmait,  in  which 
the  United  Stat«s  were  neither  named  nor  re- 
ferred to  as  having  any  agency  in  the  matter. 
U  a  State,  said  he,  by  statute,  gave  jurisdiction 
to  her  own  tribunals  and  officers,  Congress,  by 
expressing  its  ^probation  of  the  measure,  wiU 
not  become  the  grantor  of  that  jurisdiction ;  it 
would  still  be  an  authority  derived  exclnmvely 
from  the  State. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reodiog,  and 
determined  in  the  affirmative, 

PuTAsJanent  for  DuelUtiff. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTOK  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ; 

Baolvad,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examiDe  and  report  whether  any  legi^tive  pro- 
liiioa  is  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent  and  puush 
tLe  practice  of  duelliiig  in  lb«  District  of  Columbia, 
and  tlut  Ihey  have  leave  to  report  bj  bill  or  othor- 

Iq  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  L.  remarked, 
that  when  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  Distriot  of  Co- 
Inmbia,  was  nndef  consideration,  some  excep- 
tion was  made  to  that  clause  which  related  to 
the  pnnishment  for  duelling.  Not  to  hazard 
that  bill,  the  olaose  hod  been  stfioken  out,  with 
a  view  to  oome  at  the  subject  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  a 
spedal  bill  relative  to  duelling.  With  this  view 
he  had  offered  the  resolution,  and  he  doubted . 
not  that  a  bill  might  be  reported  in  time  to  be 
acted  on  at  the  present  session. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
Messrs.  LiviiioBTOir,  Hatkk,  and  Ci:.A,TToa 
were  appointed  the  oommittee. 

TurlUh  CommiMtum—Pomer  0/  Iht  Praident 
to  OriginaU  Mimont. 

The  Senate  then  reenmed  the  cwBideration 
of  the  amendments  to  the  appropriation  bill, 
the  question  being  on  Uie  motions  of  ]£esn«L 
TxiBWKLL  and  Eaks. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  he  was  in  i^vor  of  fh« 
amendment  proposed  by  Uie  Senator  from  Hli- 
nois,  (Mr.  Eura.)  He  was  satisfied  of  its  strict 
propriety,  by  his  recolleoUon  of  what  oooarred 
iu  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  year 
1818,  when  he  occupied  in  the  House  the  po«- 
tion  now  occupied  in  the  Senate  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazbwiill,)  who  first  open- 
ed the  discussion.  Mr.  Monroe  had  appointed 
three  distingui^ed  citizens  oommistdonerfi  to 
go  to  Spanish  America,  to  examine  into  the 
pt^tioal  condition  of  the  States  stroking  to 
maintiun  their  indep«ndeao«.    He  had  prom- 
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iaed  tliem  MlartM  at  the  rate  of  (6,000  per  aonum 
ea^  and  had  givea  tbem  e,  aecreUry  with  a  sal- 
ary of  S,O0O  or  S.OOO  dollars.  These  geDtlemen 
liad  all  been  appointed  dnring  the  rec««s  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  not  nomiaated  at  the  etuning 
Ms^on.  They  had  left  the  United  Btates  oa 
their  miofflon  before  Oon^^as  met.  Their  mis- 
non  was  one  of  the  topics  of  the  Executive 
□teaaoge  at  the  opening  of  Oongreas.  The  ap- 
pnqtriation  bill  of  that  year  was  reported  with 
a  chune  making  a  speeifio  appropriation  for  the 
paymeot  of  these  conimiBsioDers  and  their  seo- 
retAry.  The  Speaker  of  the  Honse,  Mr.  Olay, 
who  was  JTiH  beginning  to  digplaj  symptoms 
offaosUlitr  to  the  administration,  inqnired  into 
the  sti&ority  fbr  making  those  appointments — 
donbted  tbe  pnqtriety,  and  condemned  the  ex- 
pediency of  them.    After  a  oonsnltation  with 


8  of  whose  judgment,  whose  honorable 
ambition,  with  not  enongh  of  the  alloy  of  self- 
MiBeas  in  it  to  make  it  oorrent  in  the  world's 
traffio,  gare  to  his  opinions,  while  he  lived,  tbe 
moat  impoeing  weight.  Mr.  F.  proposed  to 
■tribe  froin  the  fmpropriation  bill  tiie  speoifle 
appropriation,  and  to  add  tbe  amoamt  reqaired 
for  the  payment  of  the  commissioners  to  the 
•Dm  wt  apart  as  the  contingent  fond  for  foreign 
tfiterconrse.  The  amendment  was  adopted 
witbont  a  division,  and  proved  aooeptable  to 
the  Senate^  The  object  was  to  throw  the  ex- 
penditure upon  that  fand  which  was  intrusted 
to  the  absolute  discretion  of  the  President,  to 
prevent  any  iofbrenoes  unfavorable  to  the  con- 
tnrfling  poww  of  the  Senat«  in  confirming  ap- 
jpointmentB,  and  of  the  Honse  in  creating  ooloes. 
The  oanfidential  agents  ^pointed  to  n^otjate 
a  treatT  with  Turkey  have  Iseen  appointed 
under  Ue  same  aotbority  that  was  exercised  in 
1818  by  Mr.  Monroe.  If  there  was  any  differ- 
eoee  in  ptindple,  the  diflerence  was  in  favor  of 
die  present  adoiintstratioQ.  Tbe  eommissiuners 
t«  Spanish  America  were  public  political  sgente 
with  fixed  salaries,  protected  by  the  flag  of  the 
Unit«d  States  in  their  voyage,  and  by  Uie  oom- 
mtsalons  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  bearing 
letters  to  the  Governments  they  were  sent  to 
viffll,  and  entitled  to  respect  in  their  known 
pnUic  politjool  character  from  all  civilized 
nations.  The  agents  to  Tnrkey  were  secret 
agents,  without  salaries,  anthorized  to  make  a 
treaty  of  eommeroe,  if  praoticable,  without  let- 
ten  ot  credence  to  any  power,  and  entitled  to 
no  peculiar  protection  except  f^om  the  Tnrkish 
Government,  with  whose  officers  it  was  neoes- 
aaty  for  thraa  to  confer,  to  ascertain  the  proc- 
tienbility  of  effecting  the  obj&st  in  view.  There 
eartsinly  was  no  course  of  reasoning  that  would 
make  Measrs.  Rhind,  Ofiley,  and  Biddle  in  tbe 
recent,  and  Messrs.  Offley  and  Orane  in  the 
fivnyr,  effort  to  n«^tiate  secretly  with  Tur- 
key, officers  of  Government,  whose  appoint- 
ments on^t  to  be  provided  for  by  law,  or  sub- 
ject to  the  0(HitroUing  power  of  the  Senate,  that 
woaM  not  more  ftrongly  apply  to  the  ease  of 


[Sxain. 

.  Bland,  Rodney,  and  Gra- 
ham, and  thtir  secretary,  Brackenridge,  who 
were  sent  to  the  Sonth  American  States  by  Hr. 
Monroe. 

Mr.  F.  Bud  he  had  hoped  that  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
would  have  met  the  approbation  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazbwxll,)  aa  he  pro- 
fessed a  perfect  readiness  to  pay  liberally  for 
the  services  rendered,  if  no  infbrenoe  agunat 
the  power  of  the  Senate  conld  be  drawn  from 
iL  He  contends,  however,  that  eoch  an  infer- 
ence will  be  justifiable,  if  the  payment  is  not 
made  on  the  personal  application  of  the  per- 
sons who  rendered  the  service,  by  a  bill  special* 
Ir  reported  for  their  relief  and  originating  in 
the  House  of  Bepreeentatives.  Mr.  F.  did  not 
agree  with  the  Senator  on  this  point.  All  that 
oonld  be  legitimately  inferred  from  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  the  contingent  fimd  was,  that 
Oongreas  decided  that  the  oommlstioners  should 
be  remunerated  for  services  rendered  in  Turkey.  - 


therefore,  unnecessary  to  the  protection  of  tl 
Senate,  and  ohjectjonable ;  as,  with  (he  osten- 
sible puiT)ose  of  extracting  a  oondasion  not 
liable  to  he  drawn,  it  gave  oecauon  to  one,  im- 
juBtifiable  in  itself^  reflecting  upon  the  present 
Administration,  and  the  present  Adminbtration 
only,  Mr.  F.,  while  he  believed  the  present 
discussion  neither  called  for.  nor  in  place,  was 
not  unwilling  to  express  his  opinions  on  the 
question  suggested  by  the  Senators  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  those  really  involved  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  Turkish  commis- 
sioners. He  coincided  in  opinion  with  the  Sen* 
ator  on  bis  right,  (Mr.  Tazbwzll,)  that,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Qovemmen^ 
the  Executive  had  gained  upon  the  te^slative 
branches  of  the  Government,  had  encroached 
opon  the  authority  of  the  Senate ;  and  when- 
ever any  Senator  presented  himself  to  restore 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution — lo  vin- 
dicate the  powers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  F.  would 
afford  his  hearty  Bopptvl;,  without  stopping  to 
inquire  over  whose  prostrate  fortunes  it  was 
neeeseary  to  march,  in  effecting  that  great  ob- 
ject. In  the  important  business  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, it  appeared  to  him  that  the  framera 
of  tbe  constitution  intended  that  every  negoti- 
ation, from  its  inception  to  its  conaimunation, 
should  be  made  known  to,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, be  under  the  control  of,  the  Senate.  In 
the  first  years  of  the  Government  such  seemed 
to  have  been  the  practice.  General  Washing- 
ton frequently  presented  to  this  body  snob 
questions  as  these:  Shall  a  n««otiBtioii  be 
opened  with  such  a  power  t  Shall  instniations 
to  this  or  that  effect  be  given!  Shalt  a  treaty 
be  formed,  if  the  mutual  stipulations  indicated 
should  be  agreed  ont  In  this  practice  Gen- 
eral Washington  did  not  persbt.  An  event  oc- 
curred in  1796,  having  no  doubt  some  influence 
in  justifying,  in  the  minds  of  our  Presidents,  if 
it  did  not  occarion,  thia  change,    A  sal^eat  of 
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Tut  oonsequeDoes  was  mbmitted  to  the  decia- 
ioD  of  the  Senate  iu  secret  eieontive  sesaioD, 
under  the  most  sacred  obligation  not  to  be  dis- 
oloaed  \>j  anj  Senat^ir.  No  Booner  hod  the  Sen- 
ate a^onmed,  than  the  whole  matter  was 
spread  before  the  public  hy  a  Senator  from  Vir- 
nnia,  (Hr.  Haaon.)  The  whole  conotiy  was 
Uirown  into  oonftision ;  warm,  animated,  angry 
disonsriou  followed,  and  all  the  fternoea,  and 
Tirtnea,  and  obaraoter  of  Washington  were  in- 
Bdffloient  to  nre  bini  from  the  oenanre  and  re- 
proach  of  ■  part  of  the  conntry.  Mr.  ¥.  did 
not  oenmire-that  diacloenre ;  those  to  whom  the 
Senator  wa«  res^sibie  auplanded  the  act ;  fae 
wonld  not  qnestion  their  decision. 

It  was  soon  fooud,  as  the  Government  moved 
on,  that  if  a  desire  was  felt  that  any  subject 
should  be  bmited  abont  in  every  comer  of  the 
United  States,  should  become  the  topio  of  imi- 
Tersal  discussion,  nothing  more  was  necessary 
tbftn  to  close  the  doon  of  the  Senate  chamber, 
'  and  make  it  the  object  of  secret,  confldeotial 
delibuvtion.  Our  own  experience  shows  that, 
in  tbis  respect,  there  has  been  no  improvement ; 
the  art  <a  keeping  State  secrets  is  no  better 
onderetood  now  than  tt  formerly  was.  Yet, 
witii  theee  Acts  before  the  public,  the  honorable 
Senator  ftom  Virginia,  nearest  to  him,  (Ur. 
Ttlbb,)  asserts  that  the  Senate  is  a  perfectly 
safe  depository  for  all  the  secrets  of  our  foreign 
di^maoy. 

This  change  in  the  course  of  the  EsecnUve 
Department  had  been  submitted  to  wtthont  oen- 
enre  or  reeistance.  Ko  iiAvidnal  Senator, 
even  as  far  as  Ur.  F.  was  informed,  had  ever 
made  an  effort  to  drive  the  Eiecittive  into  a 
fnll  and  frank  disclosnre  of  the  mysteries  of  onr 
foreign  intercourse,  or  to  sastain  a  clwm  to 
control,  by  senaterial  advice,  the  character,  and 
ezent  of  Uie  instmotions  ^ven  to  our  foreign 
Umisters  or  agents.  Thinking,  as  Hr.  F.  did, 
that  the  constitution  intended  the  Senate  should 
be  previously  consulted  on  all  points  of  foreign 
negotiation,  he  was  yet  compelled  to  admit 
that  the  nsage  of  the  OoTemment  had  been 
uniformly  inoonsifitent  with  that  opinion.  Upon 
the  question  pf  appointments  to  new  foreign 
missions  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his  right  (Ur. 
Ta^wxll)  had  dwelt  with  so  much  zeal  and 
earnestness — the  right  of  the  President  to  orig- 
inate new  missions  durins  the  reoess  of  the 
3,  although  exercised  in  many  cases,  and 
ad  on  a  recent  occasion  by  the  late  Presi- 
dent, had  not  been  resisted  bj  the  Senate.  In- 
dividual Senators  had  condemned,  and  had 
asked  the  Senate  to  jtnn  in  the  censnre  of  such 
acts  and  pretensions ;  but  the  Senate  had,  on 
every  occasion,  evaded  a  decision. 

Both  the  great  parties  into  which  the  people 
were  supposed  to  be  divided,  had  united  in  the 
expediency  of  avoiding  collision  with  the  Pres- 
ident on  uiis  qnestion  of  power. 

The  motions  of  Mr.  Gore,  censuring  the  ap- 
pointment by  Ur.  Uadison  dnring  tiie  recess  of 
the  Senate,  of  Ueeara.  Gallatin,  Bayard,  &c.,  to 
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treat  under  the  Bosnan  mediation,  were  laid 
on  the  table  by  tbe  republican  votes  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  motion  of  tbe  present  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  (Mr.  Branch,)  condemning  the  pre- 
tenuons  of  Ur.  AdamL  that  he,  as  President, 
was  competent  to  appomt  Uinislera  to  the  Coa- 
gress  of  Panama,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  tbe 
vote  of  the  friends  of  tbe  late  Administratiou. 
So  far  as  a  jodgment  was  to  be  formed  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Senate,  any  Pre^dent  bad  a 
right  to  ooQolude,  whatever  may  be  the  opiniim 
of  his  cabinet,  or  of  some  of  bis  distinguished 
friends  in  either  or  both  Houses  of  Oongrese, 
that  his  power  to  make  appointments  to  new 
missions  during  the  recess  of  this  body  was  ad- 
mitted by  the  Senate  itaelf  Mr.  F.  did  not  im- 
pute the  fulure  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
assert  its  constitutional  rights,  to  party  con^d- 
^atioDS  alone ;  although  it  had  nnfortanstely 
hq)pened  that  these  (juestions  were  always 
stirred  in  high  party  times,  end  pressed  with 
a  view  to  party  effect ;  tbe  sutiject  was  one  ot 
difficulty ;  and  whenever  it  is  canvassed  as  it 
ought  to  be,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  relative 
oonstituljonal  power  of  tbe  President  and  Ben- 
ate,  it  would  be  fonnd  that  a  decision  either  in 
favor  of  or  agwnst  the  power  of  the  Prewdent 
alone  to  appoint  to  new  missions,  would  be  it^ 
tended  with  serious  danger  to  the  public  inter- 
est. He  was  prepared,  whenever,  m  esecntive 
proposed  unconnected  with  par- 


all  future  intercourse  with  the  Chief  Uigi»- 

Apart  ftom  these  questions,  the  experience 
of  the  confederation  having  shown  the  neces- 
sity of  secret  confidential  agencies  in  foreign 
countries,  very  eariy  in  the  progress  of  the 
Federal  Government,  a  ftmd  was  set  apart  to 
be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  his  responsibility  only, 
called  the  contingent  fund  of  foreign  inter- 
course. Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  bis 
right  (Mr.  Tazbwsll)  supposed  that  this  tani 
was  for  the  payment  of  spies  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, who  might  be  imprisoned  or  hung,  if  de- 
tected, with  his  free  will,  as  tbe  United  Slates 
were  not  bound  to  protect  them.  This  wonld 
depend  npon  their  character ;  if  American  cit^ 
izens,  they  would  be  entitled  to  protection ; 
and  that  protection  should,  at  every  hazard,  be 
afforded ;  but  this  term  spy,  to  which  the  gen- 
tieman  chooses  to  confine  the  use  of  this  con- 
tingent fund,  will  not  answer  his  jiuipose.  Foi- 
eign  Ministers  are  defined  to  be  privileged  spies, 
sent  abroad  to  lie  for  tbe  benefit  of  thdr  coun- 
try, (the  last  pai^  of  this  definition  Ur.  F. 
hoped  was  not  always  accurate.)  If  the  Pres- 
ident con,  on  the  strength  of  this  contingent 
fund,  appoint  spies,  be  can  appoint  the  privileged 
pples.  Bnt  on  what  ground  does  tbe  gyitie- 
mao  narrow  down  the  use  of  this  contingent 
ftmd  I  It  was  given  for  all  purposes  to  which 
a  secret  service  ftind  should  or  could  be  apjiJied 
for  the  public  benefit.    For  ^ies,  if  the  gentl*- 
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mm  pteHHSE ;  for  perwiu  sent  pnblidj  uid  se- 
cntlf  to  eesreh  for  important  informAtion,  po- 
litick or  cumtnercial ;  for  •geota  to  carry  cod- 
fidentiol  instroottoDS,  writtea  or  TerlMl,  to  onr 
foreign  Uinistera,  in  negotiations  where  secreo; 
was  the  element  of  socceae ;  for  agents  to  feel 
the  pnlde  of  foreign  Governments,  to  asoertAin 
if  tresses,  commercial  or  political,  conld  be 
formed  witli  tliem,  and  with  power  to  form 
them,  if  practicable.  Snob  uses  have  been  fre- 
qnentlf  made  of  this  fund :  indeed,  the  propri- 
ety of  tlioa  using  it  is  now,  for  the  first  time, 
doubted.  Why  is  it  pnblicly  discnseed!  Ur. 
F.  could  not  probably  speak  of  what  the  ezeo- 
ntive  joamal  did,  but  he  was  anthorized  to  say 
wliftt  it  did  not  contain.  The  Senate  had  not 
censored  or  doobted  the  propriety  of  the  ^>- 
pointment  of  the  agents  to  make  a  treaty  with 
Tarkey.  No  committee  of  that  body,  no  indi- 
vidual Senator  had  proposed  to  the  Senat«  to 
en>res8  anj  opinion  on  the  sntject.  'But,  on 
(his  petty  appropriation-  the  grave  constitu- 
tional question  is  stirred  nere  by  both  Benatora 
from  Virginia — the  ooe  (Mr.  Taebweu.)  from 
despair ;  the  other,  (llr.  Tileb,)  because  an  at- 
tack ongbt  to  be  openlf  made. 

To  the  first  Senator,  Mr.  F.  would  suggest 
that  patriotism  should  never  despair  of  the  re- 
public ;  and  that  the  people  might  possibly  re- 
mind him  that  he  sbouta  not  invoke  Herenles 
until  he  pnt  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel. 
The  other  Senator  discloses  the  pnrpose  of  his 
movement ;  it  is  an  attack.  Oertunl^  the 
jilace  is  well  chosen,  and  the  attack  is  in  the 
nick  of  time.  Mr.  F.  thonght  the  executive 
aesHon  was  the  true  place  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  the  Senate  in  its  intercourse  with  the 
Chief  Magistrate— that  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate  ought  to  be  distinctly  expressed,  not 
left  to  obiicnre  inferences  from  omissions  or  ex- 
pressions in  Htpropriation  acts — those  were 
proper  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  which 
.  conld  only  throngh  appropriations  check  the  ir- 
regular or  dangerous  action  of  the  Executive, 
bat  not  in  the  Senate.  Tet  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  taking  any  and  every  opportunity 
to  ^ve  warning  to  the  States  and  to  the  [teople. 
This  being  the  avowed  object,  no  allusion  to 
the  handwriting  on  the  waU  was  neceasary. 
The  AdministratJon  was  in  the  balance,  and  the 
people  will  decide  whether  it  is  or  is  not  want- 
ing m  fidelity  to  its  trust.  Some  remarks  had 
been  indulged  in,  on  the  manner  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Virginia  in  their  discussion  of  this 
Bubject  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
q>eaking  freely  to  find  fault  with  it  in  others— 
indeed,  he  was  always  like  Lockaley,  the  Bob- 
inhood  of  Ivanhoe,  ready  to  add  his  halo 
"  whenever  he  saw  a  good  shot  or  a  gallant 
blow."  If  disposed  to  criticize  he  shonld  find 
the  opposite  fsnlt  with  both  the  Senators— they 
were  far  too  courtly  for  the  meridian  of  the 
■Cii»t«d  States.  They  had  adopted  and  acted 
upon  the  maxim  of  courtly  couUnental  Europe, 
and  of  the  palace  of  Bt.  James.  The  Chief 
Uagistrat«  can  do  no  wrong — the  Ministers  are 


respooMble — on  them  let  the  w«ght  of  public 
indignation  foil ;  and  one  of  (he  gentlemen  (Mr, 
TAzawKLL)  had  gone  so  far  as  to  express  the 
sentiment,  that  he  was  willing  to  have  the 
maxim  universally  acted  upon,  if  the  cabinet 
Ministers  conld  be,  as  in  England,  brought  to 
the  block  for  giving  uaconstitDtianal  advice  to 
the  Presideut.  Until  the  oonstitutjon  changes, 
the  Chief  only  is  responsible  for  Exeontive  ' 
acts ;  he  may  take  the  advice  of  his  Secreta- 
ries if  he  thinks  proper  j  but  there  is  no  obli- 
gation npon  him  either  to  take  or  to  follow  that 
advice;  and  if  he  does  both,  he  does  not  escape 
isequenoes — he  is  morally,  c 


F.  thanked  God  that  whenever 
there  shonld  be  nse  for  the  headsman's  ftxe^ 
there  was  no  officer  of  this  Government  too 
high  nor  too  low  to  epcape  its  edge.  The  pres- 
ent Chief  Magistrate  aslcs  not  the  introdnotion 
of  this  slavish  doctrine— late  discoveries  show 
that  he  is  not  willing  to  assume  the  obligationa 
of  others,  but  he  has  never  shrank  from  his 
own.  If  there  is  one  charaoteristie  above  all 
others  peculiarly  distiogoisliii^  tb«  mso,  it  is 
the  fearlessness  with  which  be  throws  himself 
upon  respon«bility ;  not  with  the  reckless  In- 
difference of  a  profligate,  bnt  with  the  generous 
confidence  of  an  honest  mind.  Surprised  as 
Mr.  F.  was,  at  this  unusual  effort  to  strike  over 
the  Presideui's  shoulders  at  objects  behind  him, 
and  sheltered  by  his  oonatitntional  shield,  he 
was  stjll  more  struck  with  the  distinctions  made 
in  selecting  points  of  attack.  The  Senator 
who  led  the  aasanlt  (Mr.  Tazewell)  chaned 
npon  the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  who  had 
been  formerly  members  of  the  Senate,  npbreid- 
ed  them  for  the  inconsistency  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Eieontive  with  certain  opinions  recorded 
in  the  journals  of  the  Senate  during  the  Pana- 
ma discussions ;  and  with  giving  to  the  President 
advice  to  violate  the  oonstitntion.  The  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  War,  and  Navy,  and  Uie  Attor- 
ney-Greneral,  were  condemned  for  having  ad- 
vised, or  for  not  having  prevented  by  their  ad- 
vice, a  violation  of  that  sacred  instrument. 
Why  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  exclud- 
ed) He,  too,  is  a  constitntional  adviser  of  the 
President,  under  the  like  obligations  to  give 
good  council,  and,  by  so  doing,  preventing  vio- 
lations  of  the  laws  and  oonstitntion  of  the 
country.  On  all  the  important  questions  aris- 
ing out  of  the  Panama  mission,  there  was  lit- 
tle difference  of  opinion  among  the  then  oppo- 
sition party,  of  whioli  ttie  Secretary  from  Penn- 
sylvania was  a  most  active  member ;  and,  ol- 
thongh  not  recorded  here,  his  Opinions  stand 
tmon  record  elsewhere  on  those  questions. 
Why  is  he  of  Pennsylvania  excused  by  the 
Senator,  (Mr.  Tazbwsll,)  when  he  of  New 
Tork,  and  he  of  Tennessee,  and  he  of  NorOi 
Carolina,  and  he  of  Geor^a,  are  condemned 
without  somple  or  mercy  t  Even  this  di» 
crimination,  aingular  as  it  is,  is  surpassed  by 
that  of  the  other  gentleman  from  Viivinia, 
(Mr.  TiLKB.)    He,  tMi,  seems  to  have  «  airor- 
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Ite  in  the  cabinet,  the  Secretarj  of  the  Nst?, 
ntnmob,)  wbom  he  has  aniioiialy  sought  to 
draw  oat  (^  harm's  vraj  from  the  deodlj  nuge 
of  the  too  hot  fire  of  his  colleague.  Cannot 
oar  Kav7  stand  firet  Now  this  Secrelaiy 
(Brtwoh)  WB«  the  anthor  of  the  resolntions 
hroaght  ap  in  Judgment  against  the  cahinet — 
the  approbation  of  the  other  three  Secreta- 
■  riett  is  inferred  from  their  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  them  on  the  table — an  iaferenoe, 
every  Senator  knows  i§  not  always  correct. 
Tet  tlie  anthor  is  to  be  excosed,  Uie  inferred 
approTBiB  condemned.  It  cannot  be  snpposed 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  ignorant  of 
this  secret  negotiation  with  Turkey.  By  the 
facta  commanicated  to  the  Senate,  he  is  the 
only  one,  beddes  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
certainly  was  informed  of  it.  The  expeneee  of 
the  agency  were  advanced  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  repaid  out  of  the  eontingent  foiid  of 
fbreign  intercoarse. 

The  commander  of  the  Hediterraaean  squad- 
ron was  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  had  in- 
strnctions  from  the  Navy  Department,  about 
the  funds  to  be  need  ia  the  n^ttiation  and  the 
movements  of  his  ehipa,  to  facuitale  its  anooeBs. 
Yet,  although  he  did  know,  and  it  ia  uncertain 
whether  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  did 
or  did  not  know  any  thing  aboat  it,  he  is  not 
only  earefnlty  moved  out  of  the  way  of  re- 
proach, bnt  is  made  the  eabject  of  a  special 
euloginm.  He  from  North  Carolina  is  tlie  trae 
republican  of  the  old  democratic  principles.  He 
Is  a  star  who  never  suffered  dim  eclipse,  nor 
shed  disastrous  twilight  over  half  the  nations ; 
nor,  Mr.  F.  wenld  add,  with  fear  of  change, 
perplexed  monarchs— and  Mr.  F.  would  eay  fur- 
ther, if  disposed  to  indulge  in  a  prophetic  spirit, 
that  the  honorable  Secretary  never  would.  No 
dispara^ment  to  the  worthy  gentleman  was 
intended ;  the  poetry  and  the  prophecy  migbt 
be  applied  to  all,  and  to  any  of  his  associates. 
Those  who  were  disposed  to  speculate  curiously 
Into  the  ciroorastances  of  the  hour,  might  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  these  strange  discrimi- 
□aUons.  You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  said  Ur. 
F.,  adopting  the  habit  of  onr  New  England 
brethren,  might  make  shrewd  gnesaes  at  the 
true  causes;  but  whether  our  guesses  would  fly 
at  random,  or  directly  to  the  mark,  is  not  at 
present  of  much  importance — now,  it  is  neces- 
sary only  to  mark  the  fact  that  the  discrimina- 
tion ia  made.  Leaving  the  favored  pair  to  re- 
Joice,  the  one  at  his  perfect,  and  the  other  at 
lis  partial  immunity,  and  the  unfortnnaie  tri- 
umvirate to  repine  at  their  fate,  end  bear,  with 
all  the  grace  in  their  power,  the  galling  fire  of 
Virginia's  wrath,  Mr.  P.  would  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  attack  as  if  made  upon  the  only  re- 
sponsible officer,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  charged  with  lawless  acts^  with 
the  first  violation  of  an  important  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Unit«d  States,  with  a 
ueuipation,  into  his  own  hands,  of  a  power  con- 
fided to  him  conjointly  with  the  Senate. 
The  Senator  fi^m  Virginia  who  first  epoke  on 


the  subject,  (Mr.  Taziwell,)  denied  the  oorrect^ 
ness  of  the  distinction  between  agents  and 
officers  of  the  Government.  The  distinotiou 
might  not  be  sound ;  bnt  one  tMng  was  certain, 
l^at  it  had  ^ways  l^n  made,  and  always  had 
been  and  was  now  acted  npon.  Every  head  ef 
a  department  occadonaUy  employs  and  jMys 
agents  in  the  eiecnUon  of  the  duties  of  hia 
office,  oik  the  strength  of  the  contingent  fond 
submitted  to  bis  disbursement.  We  nave  ooa- 
suls  appointed  under  the  constitution,  by  *nd 
with  the  advice  and  ctnsent  of  the  Senate: 
commercial  agents  selected  by  the  Preddeiit 
with  consular  powers,  about  whose  appcint- 
ment  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Seoste  are 
never  asked.  We  have  agents  or  oomminionen 
to  make  contracts,  treaties  they  are  called,  with 
Indian  tribes.  Theae  appointments  were  in  the 
first  days  of  the  Government  submitted  te  the 
Senate,  but  were  soon  made  at  tbe  disoretion  of 
tJie  President  w  his  Secretary  of  War,  without 
even  the  ceremony  of  stating  to  the  Stmate  thai 
they  had  been  mode.  We  have  foreign  Minis- 
ters  and  charges  d'affiiires  appointed,  by  ind 
with  the  adviceand  consent  of  the  Senate;  and 
agencies  committed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  treaties  while  the  Senate  is  sitting,  and 
secret  agents  to  make  treaties  abroad ;  and  in 
neither  case  is  the  Senate  informed  of  the  power 
given  until  it  is  executed,  the  treaty  bring  ' 
signed  by  the  empowered  agents. 

If  these  acts  are  ]awles»--^f  these  are  viola- 
tjona  of  the  constitution,  encroachments  on  tOie 

Sowers  of  the  Senate,  the  remedy  should  come 
■om  Virginia,  for  Virginia  was  tbe  author  of 
the  evil.  If  the  constitution  lies  suffering  nuder 
festering  wounds,  the  blows  were  struck  by  her 
steel,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  apply  the  eovereiga 
balm — the  rust  of  the  weapon  heals  the  wounds 
it  has  made.  The  first  stab  was  given  by  the 
parental  hand  of  Washington.  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  and  Monroe,  have  each,  in  turn,  stm^ 
deep  into  the  vitals  of  the  victim.  Ay,  air,  if 
her  Senators  are  right  in  principle,  they  can 
point  to  as  many  gauies  in  the  constitution,  as 
Antony  bared  to  the  view  of  the  Roman  peo- 
ple on  the  -mangled  body  of  their  dead  Cnsar. 

Mr.  F.  would  not  fatigue  tbe  Senate  bybrieg- 
ing  again  into  view  all  the  examples  of  ^pcdnl^ 
ments  like  those  of  tbe  commissioners  to  Tur- 
key. He  would  tonch  only  two  or  three  of  tbe 
most  striking ;  some  of  the  prMninent  circoiff- 
stances  of  which  had  escaped  the  attention  d 
the  gentleman  ftom  Louiuana,   (Mr.  Ltvdw- 

9TON.) 

On  the  80th  of  March,  17S6,  David  Horn- 
pbreys.  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  Por- 
tngaf,  was  ^>pointed  by  General  WashingtMi, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  a  comroisioner 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
witli  Algiers.  He  negotiated  a  treaty,  by  bis 
deputy,  J.  Donaldson,  jr.,  in  Septemlwr,  17M, 
bnt  signed  it  himself  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  of 
November,  179B.  This  treaty  was  negotiated 
under  a  full  power,  bearing  the  sign  manoal  n 
the  Frerident,  and  the  broad  aeal  of  the  United 
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Stateo.  It  waa  snbroitted  to  tbe  BeiiaM  in  Feb- 
niArjr,  1766,  and  ratified  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1796,  by  a  TOt«  of  twentr-three  to  two. 
No  ncHniiiatioa  of  Hr.  Hamphre^B  waa  made 
to  tbe  3eDBt«.  The  tenth  seaaion  of  tbe  Senate, 
an  extra  aeaaion  called  b;  President  Washing- 
Um,  begsn  on  the  6th,  and  closed  on  the  2atb 
of  Jnne,  1796.  Here  there  waa  a  confidential 
commisMoner  appointed  ander  a  Aill  power, 
during  tbe  recess  of  the  Senate,  not  nominated 
to  the  Senate  at  its  saoc«cding  session,  and  abant 
whose  morementa  nothing  was  known  notil 
late  in  thesecond  session  after  his  appointment 
-when  this  power  having  been  aacc^sfulty  exe 
cnted  bj  the  formation  of  a  treaty,  that  treaty 
was  antKnitted  for  approval,  and  ratified  almost 
tmaoimonaly,  without  a  whisper  of  disapproba- 
tion on  tie  conrae  pursued  by  General  Wash- 
ington, or  a  doubt  as  to  his  right  to  the  exola- 
nve  power  exercised  by  him. 

A  like  oommiaaion  was  given  to  Mr.  Hnm- 
phr«ya  at  the  same  time,  80th  Uarch,  1796,  to 
make  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
TripoIL  Joel  Barlow  was  auhstitnted  the  10th 
of  February,  1796 ;  a  treaty  was  negotiated 
the  4th  of  Jannarj,  1TS7,  and  lud  before  the 
Senate  on  the  86th  of  May,  1787.  Two  aessiona 
of  Coogrees  intervened,  and  three  sessions  of  the 
8enat«,  between  the  appointment  of  tbe  com- 
miasioner  and  the  submission  of  the  treaty  to 
the  Senate,  darins  all  of  which  General  Waah- 
ington  was  Presiuent.  Mr.  Adama  eubn]ict«d 
the  treaty  for  ratifioation  during  the  third  « 
uon  of  Oougrees  succeeding  the  appointment 
the  oommiasioner.  No  nonunation  was  ev 
made,  and  the  oondnot  of  the  Executive  in  both 
eaaea  wu  wproved.  Mr.  F.  would  not  say  that 
what  had  been  done  in  those  days  was  right, 
becanse  it  was  done  by  the  great  model  for 
aUt«smen  and  oitizena ;  but  he  would  aay  that 
the  President  could  not  be  jnstlj  charged  with 
now,  for  Hie  first  time,  violating  tbe  constitu- 
tion, when  he  hj^  taken  such  examples  for  his 
gnide,  and  squared  hia  condnot  by  the  rule  of 
Wadiington.  Mr.  F.  wonld  not  press  the  sub- 
aequent  appoiiitmenta  made  by  the  saooeeding 
Piemdente  from  Virginia,  as  all  bad  been  al- 
luded to,  except  the  remarkable  one  made  by 
Xr.  Madison  in  1816.  William  Bbaler  and 
Isaaa  Channoey  were  appointed  on  the  84th  of 
Angnat  of  that  year,  commiagloners  to  alter  the 
treaty  then  recently  made  with  Algiers  by 
Bbaler  and  Decatur,  nnder  a  commission  to  them 
and  Capt^n  Bainbridge.  Thia  alteration  was 
made  by  treaty  on  the  asd  of  December,  1816, 
and  ratified  daring  Mr.  Monroe's  administra- 
tion, Irt  of  February,  1823:  yeas,  43 — nays, 
none.  Mr.  F.  had  both  commissions  in  his 
lianda;  they  were  full  powers  nnder  the  sign 
manual  of  Uie  Preaident  and  broad  seal  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  respects  like  the  powers 
granted  to  Biddle,  OEBey,  and  Rhind.  In  these 
inotaocea,  aleo,  the  Yirginia  President  did  not 
tek  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
caeapad,  like  bia  great  predecessors,  ell  censore 
and  remark.    The  honorable  Senators,  how- 


ever, admit  that  all  these  tbinss  have  been 
donei,  and,  as  they  say,  HghtfulTy  done ;  and 
their  opinions  against  this  Turkish  negotiation 
rest  upon  the  correctness  of  certain  distinctions 
they  have  presented  to  the  Senate.  They  ad- 
mit that  the  fbrmer  Preaidents,  beginning  with 
General  Washington,  have,  during  the  reoesa 
of  the  Senate,  rightfully  appointed  commission- 
ere  to  treat  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the 
Barbary  Powers,  whose  names  were  not  sent  to 
tbe  Senate  at  subsequent  sesaiona.  They  admit 
that  Messrs.  Qallatin,  Bayard,  and  Adams  were 
rightfully  appointed  daring  tbe  recess  of  the 
Senate  to  treat  with  Great  Britain  under  tbe 
Bnasian  mediation.  They  admit  that  tbe 
President  has  rtghtfolly  uegotiatod  treaties  in 
Washington  during  the  recieas  of  the  Senate, 
and  during  the  sessions  of  this  body,  without 
asking  its  advice  and  consent,  by  the  instru- 
mentfjity  of  the  State ;  and,  admitting  oil  this, 
they  accuse  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States 
of  dier^arding  tbe  constitution,  for  having  ne- 
gotiated^ through  tbe  instrumentality  of  secret 
agents,  a  commercial  treaty,  with  Turkey. 

The  honorable  Senators  unite  in  resting  this 
apparent  inoonaistency  of  opinion  on  these 
grounds: 

First.  On  the  gronnd  that  all  the  previous 
appointments  of  tbis  kind  were  made  during 
war.  A  state  of  war,  in  their  judgment,  justi- 
fies during  the  recess  the  anointment  of  oom- 
misuoners  to  make  peace  -,  out  does  it  justify, 
also,  the  fiiilnre  to  ask  a  oonfirmation  of  the 
appointment  of  these  commissioners  at  the  sno- 
ceeding  session  of  the  Senate  ?  It  was  not  so 
contended  when  Mr.  Gkire's  resolntions  were  dis- 
cnssed.  This  resort  to  the  war  power  is,  bow- 
ever,  oert^ly  oouvenient,  as  carried  to  its 
legitimate  extent ;  it  renders  any  partioipatioa 
of  the  Senate  in  tbe  huuness  of  re-estabushing 
the  regulations  of  peace  altogetlier  superfiaona. 
It  proves  too  much  for  the  gentieman's  purpose. 
It  involves  besides  the  truth  of  one  of  these 

Sropo^tiona,  to  both  of  which  Mr.  F.  expressly 
issented:  either  that  the  sole  power  of  tha 
President  over  the  foreign  relations  of  tbe 
United  States  was  enlarged,  or  the  controlling 
power  of  the  Senate  over  those  relations  dimin-  . 
ished,  by  the  state  of  war— propositions  Ui 
more  dangerous  in  their  consequences  than  any 
that  could  arise  from  the  practice  of  appointing 
secret  confidential  agents  in  negotiating  treaties 
of  commerce.  Mr.  F.  did  not  oelieve  that  any 
gentleman  wonld  rink  his  reputation  a%a  states- 
man, (if  be  might  use  the  term  without  offence 
to  the  Senator  behind  him,  {Mr.  Ttlbb,)  who 
had  honored  it  with  a  peculiar  sneer,}  serionaly 
aontending  that  either  was  true;  jet,  be  snt^- 
mitted  with  confidence  to  theju^rment  of  the 
Senators,  if  one  of  them  was  not  the  inevitable 
result  of  the  distinction  taken  by  the  gentiemao 
from  Virginia. 

The  facts  in  the  cases  referred  to  did  not  bear 
the  gentlemen  out,  even  if  their  distinction  was 
jnst;  oil  tbe  appointments  made,  were  not 
made  during  a  state  of  war.    Hen,  however, 
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t,  reliance  is  placed  upon  wiotlier  ground,  oover- 
ing  all  the  appointmecte  made  to  treat  witb  the 
powers  on  the  Barbarj  ooBat.  It  was  said  thej 
were  Barbarian  Powers,  and  Dot  to  be  treated 
as  civilized  nations.  Indeed  I  Barbarian  Pow- 
ers I  Foreign  Barbarian  Powers,  certtunlj  not 
depesdente  on  the  United  States.  The  treaties 
formed  by  the  commissioners  mentioned  made 
the  United  States,  for  a  time,  their  tributaries. 
As  this  was  a  grave  oonatitutiunal  qnestion,  to 
be  tried  by  the  language  of  the  instrnment  it- 
Mlfi  Mr.  F.  would  ask,  witb  due  respect>  why 
the  gentleman  travelled  out  of  the  instrument  to 
look  into  the  character  of  the  foreign  power 
with  whom  negotiation  was  directed  by  the 
President,  aud  what  degree  of  civilization  in  a 
foreign  nation  was  necessary  to  bring  the  agents 
sent  to  them  willitn  the  controUiog  power  of 
the  Senate.  The  honorable  Senators  did  not 
M  yet  affirm  that  the  treaties  made. with  them 
were  not  beyond  or  below  the  Senator's  orbit. 
Bot  Mr.  F.  did  not  discover  any  reason  for  the 
puticipation  of  the  Senate  in  tlie  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  which  was  not  applicable  to  the  ^- 
pointment  of  tJte  negotiators,  if  they  were,  as 
contended  for  by  the  gentlemen,  officers  in  the 
teclmicel  langoage  of  the  constitution.  In  their 
leal  to  find  them,  Ihej  have  struck  upon  dis- 
tincUons   macfa   too  broad  for  their  purpose. 

wBupposing  the  distinction  sonnd,  the  distinction 
covers  the  Turkieh  negotiation^  and  upon  their 
own  doctrines  the  Administration  stands  Justi- 
fied. Take  the  Algerines,  for  example's  sake : 
how  do  they  differ  from  the  Turks?  The 
European  would  call  the  Algerines  barbarians 
— BO  he  does  the  Turks :  the  Algerines  are  not 
Christians,  nor  are  the  Turks;  the  Algerines 
are  Mahometans,  so  are  the  Turks.  In  the 
event  of  a  ruptnre,  the  Algerines  imprison  the 
consols  of  the  power  with  whom  they  are  at 
war,  reduce  ita  subjects  or  citizens  to  slavery, 
and  confiscate  all  the  property  belonging  to  the 
enemy's  nation  within  their  power — so  do  the 
Turks :  on  the  principle  of  the  Uz  talionii,  the 
Algerines  are  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
rufes  of  honorable  war — nor  are  the  Turks. 
The  gentleman  tVom  Tirgiuia  (Mr.  Tazkwku.) 
says  Uie  Turks  have  been  a  formidable  power 
before  the  Amsrican  Government  bad  existence 
— BO  have  the  Algerines,  although  their  Dey  is 
now  kicked  about  with  as  little  ceremony  as  a 
Cherokee  chi^  How  long  is  it  since  ^giers 
has  made  the  most  formidable  nations  of  Europe 
tremble^  If  antiquity  of  strength  is  of  anyim- 
portance  in  this  discusion,  U>e  barbarians  on 
the  r«ast  of  Africa,  so  called  while  they  were 
teaching  Europe  civilization,  have  been  terrible 

'  for  centuries.  They  foiled,  in  all  the  pride  of 
his  strength,  the  grandson  of  that  monarch 
under  whose  patronage  tiiis  continent  was  dis- 
covered. He  wbo  bumbled  France,  was  al- 
most master  of  Europe,  was  himself  reduced 
to  extremity  by  these  now  despised  Barbarians. 
Mr.  F.  was  unable  to  discover  any  tangible  dis- 
tinction between  the  Mahometan  Powers  of 
Africa,  and  tite  Mahometan.  Powers  of  Europe 


and  Asia.  Turkey  was  distinguished  from  tho 
others  in  the  eyes  of  Eut'ope,  out  tjtat  distin  c- 
IJon  was  founded  solely  upon  the  geo^aphical 
position  of  a  part  of  the  Sultan's  dommions — » 
position  that  could  not  be  important  in  the 
qnestion  before  the  Senate,  Occupying  an  in- 
tereeting  and  imposing  position  in  Eorope,  the 
European  Governments  condescended  to  con- 
sider the  Turkish  Government  as  part  of  the 
European  systeni.  It  was  one  of  the  make- 
weights in  the  balance  of  powei^-that  chimera 
to  which  mitlioDS  ol  lives  had  been  sacrificed — 
which  bad  enabled  the  wily  diplomacy  of  artful 
despotism  to  stay  for  centuries  the  onward 
march  of  reason  and  liberty.  In  no  other  re- 
spects is  there  a  distinction  made  between  tli« 
Turks  and  other  Mahometan  Powers.  War 
and  peace,  and  treaties  of  commerce,  are  made 
with  all,  and  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
regulate  their  intercourse  as  if  they  were  Chris- 
tian powers.  Until  the  gentleman  can  find  a 
stronger  distinction  than  this,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  practice  of  former  Administra- 
tions in  their  intercourse  witb  the  Barbarian 
Powers,  covers  the  case  of  thb  secret  negotia- 
tion with  the  Barbarian  Turk. 

The  gentlemen  hod  not  been  more  fortunate  in 
maintaining  the  other  ground  chosen  by  them. 
Pressed  by  the  force  of  the  precedents  urged 
of  treaties  made  without  the  Senate's  knowl- 
edge, by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  during  the  recess,  and  during  sessions 
of  this  body ;  treaties  of  oommercej  of  indem- 
nity, of  ddms  due  to  and  by  the  United  States : 
for  the  settlement  of  disputed  boundaries,  and 
for  cessions  of  extensive  territory,  the  Senators 
urge  Uiat  the  negotiators  acted  in  these  cases  as 
the  agents  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  their 
commissions  as  Secretaries  of  State.  What  was 
there  in  the  commission  of  the  Scretary  of 
State  that  made  him,  ei  officio,  a  negotiator  1 
What  was  there  in  the  law  creating  this  office 
that  warranted  this  distinction?  There  was 
certainly  nothing,  either  iib  the  commission  or 
act  of  Congress.  There  was  a  mistake  made 
by  the  genUemen  destructive  of  their  concla- 
sioo  \  they  assumed  as  a  fact  what  did  not  exist. 
The  Secretaries  of  State,  acting  as  the  agents 
of  the  President,  did  not  negotiate  by  virtue  of 
their  commissions  as  Secretaries  of  State — they 
were  appointed  by  tlie  Presidents,  under  tbebr 
sign  manual  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United, 
States,  for  the  special  pnrpose  of  making  the 
treaties  formed>  Dy  them  severally;  they  had 
full  powers,  such  as  were  granted  to  Biddle, 
Offley,  and  Rhind.  There  was  no  difference 
but  tiiis:  the  Secretaries  In  Washington,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  nation,  negotia- 
ted ;  the  Turkish  commissioners  transacted  their 
business  in  secret  at  Constantinople.  What 
constitutional  principle  Justifies  the  appointment 
of  on  agent  here,  the  Senate  sitting,  publicly  or 
privat^,  to  form  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, that  will  not  jnstii^  the  appointment  of  a 
secret  agent  to  form  s  treaty,  if  practicable,  ia 
London  or  Constantinople  I    The  place  when 
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power.  _  Snppow  the  Tnrkteli  OoTsmmeDt  had 
aent  a  secret  and  confidenljal  agent  to  Waali- 
ington,  and  «  treatj  bad  been  oonohided  with 
him  by  the  Secretarj  of  State,  as  the  agent  of 
dM  Preaideut,  can  it  be  ressonably  pretended 
that  the  appatntmeat  of  the  Secretary  as  agent 
would  not  bare  been  a  conatitQtional  e: 
ot  power  by  Uie  Freaident,  according 

Coaage  1    If  it  would  have  been,  ow 
f  could  not  condemn  the  ^potntment  of 
tlA  secret  agenta  who  had  been  seat  to  Oonstan- 

Mr.  F.  beliered  the  ooodoct  of  the  President 
strictly  oorreot,  if  it  oould  be  shown  that  the 
negotiation  with  Turkey  ought  to  have  been 
kept  secret.  The  motives  for  a  secret  negotia- 
tion were  to  hlni  obvioiu  and  satisfactory.  The 
United  States  could  h&ve  no  deaire  for  any 
political  oonnection  with  Tnrkey ;  a  commercial 
treaty  had  long  been  considered  important,  and 
it  had  always  been  deemed  prudent  to  seek  to 
ertabltah  commerlcal  retntions  with  that  OoT' 
emment  by  informal  secret  agents.  It  has 
been  thooght  that  an  informal  agency  would  be 
more  likely  to  mcceed  than  a  pnblio  Minister; 
the  mission  of  a  confidential  informal  agent 
wonld  not  create  a  belief  tbat  we  were  too 
annons  to  sncceed,  while  his  secret  n^tiation 
-  would  not  be  liable  to  be  defeated  by  Uie  influ- 
ence of  the  great  powers  who  were  represented 
at  Constantinople.  It  was  apprehended  that 
■ome  of  the  Enropean  Qovemmenta,  none  of 
whom  dislike  to  monoplize  power  and  oom- 
meroe,  might  not  be  pleased  to  see  Jonathan's 
Ion;  sickle  tbmst  into  the  golden  harvests  that 
grow  on  the  borders  of  the  Eaxine,  and  might 
possibly  nae  some  little  artifices  to  prevent  It 
lliere  was  some  pride,  too,  in  refraining  from 
a  puUic  effort  to  make  a  treaty  when  success 
was  so  problematical,  and  with  this  pride  was 
mingled  no  small  portion  of  Yankee  economy. 
A  public  misnon  to  'the  Turkish  GIoTemment, 
BocceasAil  or  nnfortnnate,  was  always  expensive, 
and  there  was  a  wise  determination  not  to  expend 
the  pnblio  money,  if  the  object  in  view  could 
not  be  accomplished.  One  of  the  Senators 
from  Yiiginia  (Mr.  Trutn)  bad  dwelt  with 
atroog  eupbaais  upon  the  character  Mi*.  Rhind 

Sve  himself  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
»te.  Bnpposethatthereapectable  and  worthy 
man  had,  in  the  vanity  of  recent,  and,  as  he 
honestly  believed,  important  saccess,  considered 
hlmaelf  asahigh  diplomatic  character,  his  view' 
of  it  did  not  determine  Lis  character ;  and  that 
eoold  not,  trom  the  papers  before  the  Senate,  be 
mistaken.  To  the  often  repeated  question,  of 
bow  did  these  agents  differ  from  the  public 
ITinisten,  Mr.  F,  saw  but  one  answer — they 
trere  not  accredited  by  the  beads  of  the  foreign 
Government  with  whom  they  transacted  bosi- 
neaa — they  carried  no  tetters  credential,  and 
were  entitled  to  no  privileges.  It  was  not  Mr. 
F.'s  porposc,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  tbe  Administration,  to  siutain  the  pro- 


priety of  tbla  distinction  between  agents  and 
Ministers;  he  bad  accomidisbed  his  object  by 
proving  that  it  bad  been  early  and  constanljy 
made,  and  by.  no  Presidents  more  frequently 
than  those  who  were  given  to  nn  by  Ytiginia. 

The  honorable  Senator  who  led  the  way  fn 
this  discnsaon,  (Mr.  Tazevixll,)  not  satisfied 
with  havmg  charged  the  cabinet  with  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  conatitution,  seemed  deter- 
mined to  make  the  impression  that  there  had 
been  an  insidious  design  in  the  manner  of  ask- 
ing for  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  Tnrkiah 
oommleuoners.  He  imagined  the  Secretary  i^ 
State  wished  to  entr^  the  Senate  into  a  sane-' 
tion  of  the  original  appointment  of  these  con- 
fidential agents.  "  The  Secretary  knew,"  the 
gentleman  said,  "  at  the  beginning  of  the  aes- 
aion  of  Congress,  that  this  appropriation  would 
be  wanted.  The  Secretary  asked  it  not  of  the 
Jlonse  of  Representatives,  where  the  appropri»- 
tions  ought  properly  to  orlKinate;  but,  at  this 
late  day  of  the  Senate,  tnroDf^  their  Com* 
mittee  of  Finance."  No  deure  to  reoeire  a 
sanction  of  tlie  appointment  of  dieae  commis- 
sioners  conld  exist,  after  the  treaty  foimed  by 
them  had  been  ratified,  without  die  slisbteet 
intimation  from  the  Senate  that  there  had  been 
any  irre^arity  in  the  manner  of  appoint^ 
them.  The  history  of  the  transaction  is  an  ^ 
ample  refutation  of  this  nngenerons  charge. 
The  Turkish  treaty  was  not  disposed  of  nntil 
the  general  appropriation  bill  had  passed  the 
Honse  of  Bepreaentotivea ;  the  appropriation 
for  the  payment  of  the  service  rendered  oonld 
not  be  asked  for  until  the  question  on  that 
treaty  was  decided  here ;  and  when  it  was  de- 
cided, the  appropriation  was  requested  where 
only  it  Dooltl  properly  be  made.  The  assertion 
of  Uie  gentleman,  that  appropriation  bills  on^t 
properly  to  originate  in  the  House  of  R^resent- 
atives,  was  not  American  in  its  character ;  it 
was  borrowed  from  England.  The  Honse  of 
Commons  of  the  English  Parliament  asaerta  its 
right  to  originate  all  money  bills;  the  House 
of  lUprosentatives  of  the  Congress  of  tiie 
United  Statea  bad  no  excln^ve  right  to  orig- 
inate any  bills  but  those  for  rainng  revenue : 
and  recent  oironmstancea  were  welt  calculated 
to  Tiim  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  that  restric- 
tion upon  the  power  of  the  Representative  of 
the  BtateB.  Even  revenue  bills  conld  t>e  amend- 
ed in  the  Senate,  and  the  appropriation  nnder 
discussion  conld  be  properly  maoe  if  the  Eng- 
lish role  was  to  govern  our  practice.  There 
was  in  this  case  a  peonliar  propriety  in  asking 
the  ^tpropriation  of  the  Senate.  When  these 
oommiSfiionerH  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, he  might  have  paid  their  aervices  out  of 
his  contingent  fund ;  but  scrupntously  deairong 
not  to  use  the  discretion  over  it  vested  in  him, 
when  it  was  not  absolntety  necessary,  he  di- 
rected the  commissioners  to  be  told,  "  your  ex- 
penses stiall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fimd, 
and  snob  oompensation  for  yonr  services  as 
Congress  m^  ulow."  Now,  sir,  to  have  oaked 
this  appropriation  of  the  Honae  of  Bepreaenta- 
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Uvea  in  the  first  instaiioe,  would  hare  been  to 
apply  to  peraonH  who  had  not,  and  cannot 
haT«,  until  the  TatifioationB  of  the  Tnrkub 
treaty  are  exchanged  the  meana  of  judiging 
what  earn  ODght  to  be  viH  for  the  serrice 
rendered.  The  8enat«  doea  know,  and  no 
doabt  the  House  will  so  &r  rely  upon  our 
knowledge  and  dieeredon  aa  to  approve  the  som 
that  may  be  fixed  upon  here.  The  Eieontire 
la  nnfortnnate,  when  hia  Bcropnlons  anzlaty  to 
consult  the  representatires  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  in  the  eipenditore  of  public 
money,  gives  birth  to  a  coaige  of  ineidioody 
att«mpting  to  make  the  Senate  oonnive  at  a 
TiolatJon  of  the  constitotion,  and  api»v)ve  of 
hia  nsnrpaUon  of  their  rightful  power. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  oomnuasioDers 
had  been  al^htjjr  spoken  of.  Borne  enpposed 
that  a  treaty  with  Turkey  was  of  no  oonae- 
qaeno«,  rinoe  the  treaty  of  Adrinnople  betweeti 
Bossia  and  Turkey  had  opmed  the  channel  into 
the  Black  Ben  to  all  nations.  It  wbh  true,  that, 
by  the  etlpnlatioDB  of  that  treaty,  the  Turks 
botmd  themselves  to  Rnssia  to  admit  all  powera 
at  peace  witii  the  Ottoman  Porte  into  the  Black 
Sea;  and  Siis»a  was  expressly  aathoriaed  to 
consider  a  disregard  of  that  stipulation  aa  Jnst 
oanse  of  war.  Still  the  treaty  of  Adrianople, 
^  dependent,  as  it  is,  upon  the  contlnnanoe  of 
peace  between  Bnaela  and  Turkey,  gave  the 
United  States  no  olwro  npon  Turkey  to  a  free 
passage  throngh  the  canal  of  Ooastantinople : 
In  fact,  Americans  who  ventared  into  the  gold- 
en horn  were  not  pennitted  to  pass  throogh 
the  Black  Sea.  No  donbt  the  Government 
tnl^t  have  solicited  A«m  the  Emperor  of 
Bnasia  his  interference  to  secore  the  obgervanee 
of  the  treaty  made  with  him.  His  answer 
wonld  certainly  have  been,  I  wish  yon  to  have 
a  commerce  with  all  my  dominions ;  but  at 
present  I  cannot  pmdently  go  ta  vai  to  compel 
the  Tnrks  to  foM  this  engagement  When- 
ever eircumstanoes  permit,  1  shall  recollect  and 
pnnishthisdisregnrdof  the  promises  made  tome, 
was  it  not  better  to  proonre  from  the  Ottoman 
Forte  itself  the .  right  to  a  partidpation  of  the 
oommerce  of  the  BUu^  Sea — a  right  which 
wonld  be  independent  of  the  state  of  war  or 
peace  with  Bnieia,  than  thns  to  have  solicited 
the  exertion  of  Rnssian  power  for  our  benefit  t 
The  treaty  of  Adrianople,  without  donbt,  facil- 
itated oar  success.  Tliat  our  ofaject  could  not 
have  been  reached  without  a  treaty,  is  certain. 
Ve  know  that,  nnder  the  Turkish  constmctioD 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  nations  not  having 
treaties  with  Turkey  are  not  admitted  into  tJie 
Black  Sea — that  nations  having  commercial 
treaties,  sinoe  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  have 
'songht  admissioD  under  the  protection  of  the 
promise  to  Bnssia,  and  that  it  has  been  refused ; 
the  answer  made  to  both  waa,  the  engagement 
made  with  Bniaia  does  not  alter  oar  treaties 
with  other  powei^.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  TirriDla  on  his  right  (Ifr.  Tazbwkll)  had 
^H^en  of  the  inconriderable  bwefita  likely  to 
ante  oat  of  the  eimmieroe  to  the  Torkiah  and 


Bnsalan  settlementa  on^the  Blaek  Bet.  There 
was  no  reoent  infonna^on  on  which  a  owtain 
oaleolation  oould  be  made  of  the  benefits  that 
would  probably  result  to  the  ootmUy  from 
this  negotiaU(»i.  The  oonuuerrial  eo<Dmunil7 
wonld,  as  the  moat  inteUigent  merdianta  be- 
lieved, profit  by  it.  He  navigatii^  intereets 
certainly  would,  nnleaa  tbe  owmrs  of  ships 
had  lost  their  ancient  AiU  and  enterprise.  In 
the  present  depressed  oonditiov  of  the  naviga*- 
ing  interest,  perishing  onder  the  paralydog 
influence  of  oiu:  intenia  p<di(7,  theAdmiiustra- 
tjon  bad  dene  ita  da^  in  looking  to  our  external 
poliey  for  its  relief.  Mr.  P.  had,  with  some 
diligeooe,  songht  for  accurate  infonnatiML  Al- 
tboufijt  his  labor  had  not  been  as  well  rewarded 
as  he  coold  have  wished,  he  had  yet  ooUeoted 
some  facts,  gleaned  from  the  history  of  part 
years,  whidi  would  afibrd  gentlemen  Uie  m 


benefits  of  ( 
into  the  Black  Sea. 

After  being  closed  by  the  Turks  npon  all  the 
world  for  near  three  hnodred  yeara,  from  1476 
to  1771,  the  passage  of  the  Blaek  Sea  waa 
opened  to  Rnssian  veswls  by  treaty  in  1774. 
0n  the  SSth  of  June,  1B03,  by  a  treaty  formed 
at  Paris,  the  Frenidi  flag  was  admitted  into  the 
Black  Sea ;  and,  shortly  after,  the  liberty  of 
navigating  it  was  suocesKfolly  demanded  by,  and 
yielded  to,  the  other  oommercial  Eun^ean 
Powers. 

In  180S,  816  veosele  took  in  cargoes  in  the 
Russian  porta  of  the  Black  Sea :  662  at  Odeseo, 
SIO  at  Taganrog,  S8  at  Geffa,  IB  at  Eosloo,  T  at 
Sevastopol,  and  4  at  Cheraon.  Of  these,  431 
were  Anstrian,  339  Bnesian,  18  Bagosan,  16 
Ionian.  16  French,  7  English,  6  Idriots,  and  8 
Spanish. 

In  1617,  1,926  veaeels  entered  the  port  of 
Odessa  alone :  480  Rusaiaj],  168  AUBtriao,  IH 
English,  48  frenoh,  18  Spaniah,  49  Swedish, 
81  Sardinian,  66  Turkish,  7  Danish,  7  Neimoli- 
tan,  S  Sicilian,  and  861  Buman,  engaged  in 
the  ooasting  trade.  In  the  same  year,  400 
entered  the  port  of  Taganrog.  In  1308,  there 
was  an  importaUon  at  Odeeaa  of  88,181  bales 
of  cotton.  In  1817,  the  fnnght  of  a  eingle 
article  of  commerce,  wheat,  shipped  to  Leghorn 
from  the  Black  Sea,  amounted  to  $1,860,000. 
All  these  fscta  related  to  the  BusNan  dcoBin- 
ioDs :  wfaea  it  was  taken  into  view  that  tbe 
Turkish  dominions  on  the  borders  of  the  Enxine 
included  lai^  cities,  with  a  population  exceed' 
ing  260,000  sonls,  standing  on  the  borders  of 
rich  settlementa,  one  of  them,  Trebtsond,  in 
the  direct  tioe  of  intercomae  with  the  Persian 
Gulf^  it  might  be  fairly  concluded  that  tba 
ownersof  our  ships  would  find,  if  true  to  thein- 
selves,  profitable  eraploymeot  for  thur  now 
almost  useless  property.  The  proapect  of  pres- 
ent advantage  was  nothing  when  compared  to 
that  which  might  be  anticipated  hereafter.  The 
Blaok  Sea  had  been,  at  more  than  one  era,  the 
heart  of  an  active  and  lacrative  icdnstrj, 
friar  to  the  eatabUshmokt  of  the  Ottoman 
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wmimiam     Jwr  ijftia  Pntii^M  to  OngiiuM  ilSniau, 


)f  ill  •omnwretal  iwtiotu.  IMeboTMLBd 
been  studded  with  popnloiu  and  protperout 
tHiea,  auA  with  pnAwsan  wttlMnent^  Under 
the  power  of  Btudan  deqM>tI«n,  wUoh  1ft  oper- 
■ting  u  the  geoins  of  dTilinrtion  in  that  por- 
tion i)f  the  gkbe,  it  is  again  becoming  the 
eentre  of  attraction  to  conuneroial  enterprise. 
The  RiUBian  dtnninions,  ftom  the  montlia  of 
the  Danotie  to  the  pc»ta  of  St.  Niohriaa,  sonth 
of  tb«  I^aria  or  RIone,  are  adTandng  in  popn- 
iftSaa  and  wealth  with  a  rwiditr  noexampled  in 
Ute  hiatorj  of  the  tdd  world,  and  rivalled  only 
^  the  almost  inoredible  progrMB  of  onr  own 
ooonttT.  Sanguine  tempws  might  be  deceived 
in  their  estimate  of  the  benaflta  to  the  oonnby 
to  be  derived  now  or  hereafter  from  this  snc- 
eassfnl  eflbrt  at  negotiation.  Ur.  F.  beliered 
the  oonnbj  would  applaud  those  who  had 
made  it,  ahoold  the  hopes  of  profit  be  disap- 
pmnted,  realized,  or  exceeded. 

Hr.  Surra,  of  Md.,  iaid  he  rose  beoanae  he 
did'  not  pereenTe  ttuit  an;-  other  Senator  waa 
dupoeed  to  speak  on  the  anhjeot,  and  beoanae 
he  thonght  it  hU  dnt^,  at  obauman,  to  snstaln 


th>tamendineQt?HaidUr.  B.    Simpljsnappro- 

C'  Haa  to  paj  certain  persons  em^OTed  by  the 
Frerident  to  negotiate  with  the  Ottoman 
pDrta,  in  which  they  had  twen  nearly  sncoeas- 
fol ;  and  to  pay  certain  other  persons  appointed 
t?  the  present  President,  who  had  completely 
snetneded  In  mating  an  excellent  treaty  with 
the    Porte.     Both    oommiBsions   had  rimilar 

Cns  and  similar  iiutraotions.  The  treaty 
been  oooflnned  by  the  Senate;  haa  been 
highly  approved ;  and  the  qaesHon  is,  wilt  yon 
pay  for  the  labor  aotoally  performed  f  Ad 
amendment  haa  been  offered  by  a  Senator,  (Hr. 
EAva,)  to  apply  a  snm  Ailly  adequate  to  the 
olijeot  in  aid  ot  the  contiDgent  fono,  to  enable 
the  Present  to  remunerate  the  parties  in  snch 
manner  as  he  may  thhib  proper.  Either  mode 
will  be  equally  agreeable  to  me.  All  that  the 
eonunittee  reqnin  is,  that  the  persons  employed 
dull  be  p(Ud ;  and  tiiey  are  willing  to  adopt 
the  amendment  proposed,  aa  they  find  that 
KBendmeot  most  approved  of  by  the  Senate. 
It  is  proper,  however,  for  me  to  state,  that  the 
eommittee  had  had  before  them  both  modes  of 
rttaoneration,  and,  after  consideration,  proposed 
bringing  the  anbject  before  the  Senate  in  a 
■obKantive  form,  so  that  all  who  read  might 
■nderstand  the  object,  and  beoanse  they  deemed 
it  to  be  more  consistent  for  Oongrees  to  de«g- 
n«le  what  they  meant  to  pay  to  each  perwn, 
than  to  leave  to  the  Eieentive  discretion  to 
allow  what  they  pleased.  The  Senator  from 
OeoMia  haa  shown  a  precedent  in  the  case  of 
Xr,  Rodney,  who,  it  was  determined  by  Oon- 
giesi,  sbonld  be  paid  from  the  contingent  f^d, 
and  I  aoquieaced. 

I  litde  thonght,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  that  a  oonsti- 
tMional  qnesrion  wonld  or  eonld  have  been 
nlsed  np<Mi  a  qnettion  to  pay  for  servioea  ren- 


dered ■  it  haa,  however,  and  we  mnst  meet  it 
as  best  we  can.  Early  in  my  political  life,  I 
asked  a  friend  whether  it  was  tme  that 
"  Rhode  Island  was  wi^iont  a  written  oonsti- 
tntion ;  "  he  answered  that "  it  was  tme ; "  that 
they  did  well  nnder  thmr  <diart«r  A^>m  Charles ; 
and  he  added,  "  that  a  written  constitntion  was 
like  a  nose  of  wax,  whidh  oonld  be  moulded 
into  a  flat  noae,  a  Roman,  a  Grecian,  or  png 
nose,  and  in  like  manner  va  ingenions  man 
might,  he  said,  make  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
ITnited  States  to  mean  something,  nothing,  any 
thins,  or  every  thing."  We  hare  seen  that  it 
has  been  made  to  mean  every  thing,  by  the 
eonstmotion  pot  on  the  wor^  "  general  wel- 
fare;" and  the  very  ingenions  Senator  from 
Virginia  shows  that  he  tiiinks  it  may  be  made 
to  mean  any  thing.  Be  oontrnds,  first,  that 
the  President  has  not  power  to  send  a  ICiiuBter 
to  a  foredgn  conrt  during  the  rece«e  of  the  Sen- 
ate, where  no  Miuster  had  previously  been 
sent ;  that  it  u  a  new  ofBoe  which  he  has  not 
the  power  to  create  alcme ;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  President  has  not  the  power  to  send  a  com- 
missioner in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  as  a  aaaret 
agent  to  tnet  with  a  foreign  nati<»j,  without 
nombating  snch  agent  to  the  SMiste. 

Tliose  snl^eete  have  been  ably,  and,  to  my 
mind,  satJafaetori^  diacnsHed  by  the  Senator^ 
from  Lonisiana  and  Georgia ;  nor  woold  I  eat«r 
on  those  snbjecta,  if  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
had  not,  ui  a  manner  very  pleasing  to  nte,  oh' 
served,  that  I  had  been  connotent  in  my  opin- 
ion of  the  oonstitntion  on  the  first  point ;  evi- 
dently conveying  the  idea,  by  his  manner,  and 
by  what  he  sidd,  that  I  studied  more  the  expe- 
diency of  a  meaanre,  than  the  troe  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  constjtntion.  It  therefore 
made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  state  my  under- 
standing of  the  points  submitted  by  that  Sen- 
ator. We  are  nil  bonnd  by  onr  oaths  "  to  snp- 
Ert  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States." 
jjh  wili,  or  ooght  to  be  governed  by  his  con- 
science, and  by  his  own  judgment.  I  meddle 
not  with  those  of  that  Senator,  or  any  other: 
they  are  their  own.  I  bottom  the  opiDionlahali 
give  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  Presidrat,  in 
part  from  never  having  heard  the  first  donbted 
nntii  the  disonssion  on  the  Panama  mission ; 
and  of  the  second,  until  this  time.  I  consider 
both  those  powers  as  admitted.  They  may 
have  been  mooted.  1  will  not  say  they  have 
aoL  If  tbey  ever  had  been,  it  has  totally  es- 
caped my  recollection.  My  construction  of  the 
oonstitation  is,  "  That  IGnlsters  to  tbrmgn  na- 
tions, is  an  office  created  by  the  oonstitntion, 
and  not  bylaw."  The  article  says,  "that  the 
Preddent  shall  have  power  to  appoint  ambas- 
sadors, and  other  public  Ministers,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  Again, 
he  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that 
may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  I 
contend  that  the  olfioe  of  Minister  is  an  original 
vacancy,  and  that  it  can  be  filled  in  the  receaa 
of  the  Senate,  to  any  place  that,  in  the  mind  <^ 
the  Preddent,  a  IGnister'  may  be  reqnirwl,  by 
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the  esigeooT  of  tha  case.  If  the  Senate  think 
that  BQch  an  ezigeaoy  does  not  eziat,  ther  can 
r^eot  the  aoinination,  which  most  be  sent  to  it 
on  the  first  eenion.  thereafter,  and  this  is  the 
power  of  the  Senate ;  more  than  that  tbej  have 
not,  and,  in  my  opinion,  tliat  power  ia  amplj 
nffieient  for  the  oorreotion  of  anj  probable  evil 
that  might  arise  from  Each  a  power.  I  will 
stale  a  case.  We  have  never  bad  a  Kinidar  to 
Austria.  The  Preeident  mighty  in  my  opinion, 
■end,  in  the  reeeag,  a  Hiiu^«r  to  that  court. 
He  baa,  I  think,  the  power  under  the  constitu- 
tion, and  we  have  the  power  to  r^ect.  Am  I 
alone  in  this  opinion!  No,  air,  mj  learned 
friend  from  Lonidana  holdi  the  some.  We 
were  both  fellow-laboren  on  the  democratio 
aide  a  long  time  past,  and  both  agree  that  it 
had  been  a  received  opinion.  Have  I,  l&r. 
President,  no  .other  anthorityt  Yes,  dr,  that 
of  the  great  Oftoatle  of  the  democratic  partj, 
l£r.  Jefferson.  lie  gave  a  practical  illustration 
of  hia  opinion ;  and,  wi^  all  proper  ileferenoe 
to  the  Senator*  of  Virginia,  1  must  think  that 
he  was  as  able  an  expounder  of  the  oonstitotion 
as  those  gentlemen.  Mr.  Madison  was  then 
the  Seoretarj  of  Stat&  and  most  hare  concurred 
in  the  act,  which  he  did.  We  have  all  been  in 
the  habit  of  believing  that  he  was  an  e^>oander 
of  the  constitution,  in  whom  we  misht  safely 
trust;  and  yet  (he  Senator  (Mr.  TiJEBwiu.) 
has  implicated  Ur.  Jefferson  in  his  charge  of  a 
violation  of  the  canatitatjon,  by  his  appoint- 
ment, in  a  reoees,  of  Ur.  Short  to  Russia,  where 
no  Minister  from  the  United  States  had  been 
before.  He  did  appoint  Ur.  Short  to  Bossia. 
This  ampler  provea  that  his  opinion  was,  "  that 
he  had  the  power."  Ay ;  but,  says  the  Sen- 
ator, "the  Senate  rejected  the  nomination,  on 
the  ground  that  the  President  had  not  the 

P'wer."  Admit  it,  Xtoes  that  contradict  what 
have  Bud  F  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Jefferson  believed 
as  I  do,  that  he  had  the  power,  and  he  acted 
on  it,  which  is  the  best  possible  proof.  Bnt 
did  tiie  Senate  reject  it,  on  the  gronnd  of  its 
being  a  nanrpation  of  power  f  Certainly  not, 
I  was  then  a  Senator,  and  know  that  the  r^ec- 
tion  of  Ur.  Short  was  for  oausee  and  reasons 
«itire]y  different  The  queation  of  power  may 
have  been  inddent«lly  mooted  by  some  of  our 
speakers.  I  will  not  trust  to  my  memory  to 
say  that  it  was  not.  But  this  I  can  say,  that, 
if  animadverted  on  by  any  Senato^  it  has  to- 
lally  escaped  my  recoUection.  I  think  it 
would  have  made  such  an  impression  on  my 
mind,  that  I  should  not  have  fbrgotten  it  I 
repeat,  that  it  was  not  on  the  question  of  power 
that  Mr.  Short  had  been  rejected.  The  first 
time  I  heard  that  the  power  was  doubted,  was 
on  the  Panama  queatioa  when  Mr.  Gore's  reso- 
lutions  were  read.  Those  resolutiona  were 
presented  on  the  nomination  of  the  commis- 
Honers  sent  in  the  reoess,  by  Ur,  Madison,  to 
m^e  si  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britwn.  I 
was  not  then  a  Senator.  Party  spirit  ran  high 
at  that  time ;  and  we  all  know  that  those  reso- 
lationa   were   calonlated  for   par^  pniposes^ 


merely  electioneering.  What  was  thdr  fstel 
Scouted  by  every  democratic  Sei^ator  as  nn- 
tonable,  and  by  some  of  the  federal  Senators, 
I  can  name  three.  The  two  members  from 
Khode  Island,  and  one  from  Delaware.  And 
this  is  the  only  document  that  the  Senator  has 

grodnced  to  auBtun  his  charge  againat  Mr.  Jef- 
irson,  for  a  violation  of  the  constitution — a 
simple  resolation  presented — not  acted  on — and 
not  sustained  by  the  Senate.    It  died,  I  believe^ 
a  natural  death.     Ag^st  those  resolut<ona| 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Senator,  I  am  supportea 
by  the  ocmion  of  Jefferson,  Uadison,  my  leornV 
ed  Mena  from  Louisiana,  and  by  the  conduct 
of  other  Administrations,  and  the  decision  on 
the  Senate  on  the  Panama  quaation.     Let  the  I 
people  and  my  constitnenta  jud^e  which  of  ua  I 
Lave  produced  the  best  authorities.    But,  on  1 
all  constitutional  qnestiona,  I  am  the  sole  judge   I 
for  myaelf,  I  reat  on  my  oath,  and  as  my  pow    > 
judgment  directa. 

The  Senator  haa  said,  and  truly  said,  that 
the  constjtution  gives  the  same  power  to  the 
Pre^dent  in  the  case  of  the  appointment  of 
judges,  as  it  does  in  that  of  Uiniaters  to  foreign 
nations.  I  agree  that  the  nower  ia  exactly 
similar  in  eve^  respect  He  tnen  asks  trinmph- 
antly,  "  will  any  man  say  that  the  PreMdent 
oould  appoint  in  the  recess  as  many  judges  as 
he  might  think  proper!"  I  answer,  yea — if  he 
bad  not  been  restramed  by  law.  I  will  state  a 
case.  Suppose  the  Senate  had  risen  without 
confirming  the  nominations  of  the  firat  judges 
made  by  General  Washington ;  there  would 
have  been  presented  the  anomaly  of  laws,  with- 
out jai^es  to  eiponnd  and  administer  them. 
The  Fre^dent  is  bound  by  tlie  constitution  to 
attend  to  the  execution  of  the  laws.  Without 
judges  that  duty  could  not  have  been  perform- 
ed. The  constitution  created  the  office  of  Judge, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  President  Washin^n  to  appoint  Judges 
in  the  recess,  to  be  nommated  to  the  Sienate, 
at  their  next  aesuon,  for  their  approbatjon  or 
rejection.  Offices  reo<^ized  by  the  constitu- 
tion or  the  laws  muBt  be  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  President  daring  tlie  recess  of  the 
Senate,  when  the  public  good  requires  it ;  and 
the  corrective  of  hia  eierciae  of  this  power  lies 
in  the  Senate's  power  of  rejecting.  "  But,"  * 
scud  the  same  Senator,  "  we  have  now  seven 
judges ;  can  the  President  appoint  an  eighth  in 
the  recess  of  the  Senate ) "  I  answer,  do  :  be- 
cause the  law  haa  established  the  number, 
which  he  cannot  exceed,  and  that  number  is 
seven.  He  oould  not  appoint  an  eighth  either 
in  the  recess  or  during  the  aeesion  of  the  Sen- 
ate, until  the  law  is  altered,  and  au  increase  of 
the  nnmber  authorized. 

The  Senator  (Mr.  Takxwxij.)  has  emiihati- 
cally  told  ns,  not  on  hia  opinion,  but  positively, 
peremptorily,  that  "  the  President  had  commit- 
ted a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitntioa  in 
sending  commissionerB  in  the  recess  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  Porte,  without  nominating 
them  to  the  Senate,  in  derogation  of  the  right* 
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of  this  body."  This,  Vr.  Prostdent,  is  a  grsre 
cb&rge  against  that  high  officer.  What  Is  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  palpable  t"  Johnson 
■ajs  that  one  of  ita  meanings  is  "  plain,  easiij 
perceptible."  That  is  to  saj,  so  plain  and  easy 
to  be  onderst'md,  that  he  who  reads  mast  an- 
derstand.  Is  it  uien  so  plain  t  It  appears  that 
Ijhe  geotiemen  ftvm  Sew  Hampshire,  Louis- 
iana, North  Oarolina,  and  Georgia,  do  not  find 
\%  M  plain ;  they  cannot,  they  have  stud,  see 
tfnj  violation  wuatever,  nor  can  I ;  nor  has 
najof  all  onr  Preaideata  been  able  to  see  it. 
i^oi,  sir,  in  all  bnt  one  of  the  Administrations 
ite  same  act  has  been  done.  All  the  Presi- 
I  dents  have,  then,  been  violators  of  the  coneti- 
f  tntion  I  the  Benate  also,  for  eveiy  Senate  has 
'  Mnctioned  the  violation.  And  now,  for  the 
J  first  time,  it  U  to  be  nnderstood  that  it  is  a  vio- 
lation; and  it  is  t«  be  chsj'ged  home  on  An- 
drew Jackson,  as  the  only  one  who  has  com- 
mitted the  sacrilege.  Is  this  fair,  is  it  proper  ? 
IThen  the  Senator  mnst  have  known  that  Gen. 
Jackson  had  pnrsaed  and  acted^pon  the  course 
of  all  his  predecesBora  from  Washington  down, 
as  well  as  on  his  own  opinion.  The  Preeident 
h  the  only  responsible  offloer.  It  will  not  do 
to  go  behind  him  to  attack  the  Secretary  of 
State,  (for  I  think  it  probable  that  he  alone  was 
coDtnlted,  and  he  atone  was  the  adviser.)  It 
win  not  do  for  the  Senator  to  say  that  he,  the 
President,  knew  little  of  the  snbject,  and  acted 
becanse  he  was  fgnofantj  and  therefore  onght 
tobeexooaed.  No,  sir;  if  he  has  done  wrong, 
if  be  has  palpably  violated  the  sacred  instm- 
ment  that  lie  has  sworn  to  support,  ignorance 
can  be  no  plea;  and  this  cionse  for  him  is  a 
more  violent  insult  than  any  that  could  be 
offered ;  at  least  so  I  understand  It.  Bnt,  Mr. 
President,  has  t]iere  been  any  violation  of  the 
constitatioii  t  The  Senators  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  think  not,  and  I  concnr  with  tnem 
in  opinion.  Has  any  President  ever  snbraitted 
te  tbe  Benato  the  nomination  of  commisnon- 
ers  SQch  as  those  nnder  consideration  ?  Never : 
I  challenge  those  Senators  to  show  one  solitary 
instance.  I  do  not  contioe  my  question  to  Ma- 
hometan but  to  Christian  powers,  which  if  they 
eaonot,  (and  I  know  they  cannot,)  then  how 
.  can  the  Senator  (Mr,  Tjlzswsia,)  charge  the 
President,  General  Jackson,  with  having  com- 
mitted "  a  flagrant  nsurpotion  of  power,  in  fia- 
C;  derogation  of  the  powers  of  the  Senate  I " 
eon  the  Senator  from  Virginia  nrge  "that 
he  may  like  the  treason,  therefore  voted  for 
the  treaty,  bnt  detests  the  trutor." 

Mr.  President,  rising  so  late  in  the  debate,  I 
have  found  all  that  I  meant  to  say  taken  from 
me  by  the  Benators  from  Louisiana  and  Oeor- 
gia,  and  more  ably  certainly  than  I  would  have 
conveyed  them.  I  may,  however,  be  pardoned 
for  foUowing  them, 'and  perhaps  repeating  after 
them.  It  cannot  be  too  often  niged  that  Gen- 
ual Jackson  has  porsned  the  preoedent  set  him 
by  all,  or  almost  every  one  of  his  predecessors. 
nie  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  read  to  you  a 
Ttrie^  of  instanoes  of  oommiHionera  who  had 
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been  sent  by  different  Presidents,  treaties  made 
by  them,  and  oonSrmed  by  the  Senate  withonJ 
any  nomination,  and  not  a  word  lisped  of  its 
bemg  onoonstitntional :  the  Senate  thns  oon- 
firming  the  constitntionality  of  the  power  thst 
hod  been  ezerdsed.  The  Benator  from  Geor- 
gia has  prodnoed  othew.  One  by  General 
Washington  in  179B.  In  that,  the  power  under 
the  neat  seal  and  the  sign  manual  (tf  the 
"  Father  of  his  Oountry,"  was  ^ven  to  Mr, 
Humphreys,  then  a  oonsnl  or  Minister  resident 
(I  know  not  wbioh)  at  Lisbon,  to  moke  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  Mr.  Hum- 
phreys transferred  his  power  to  Mr.  Simpson, 
who  made  a  treaty  which  became  the  law  rf 
the  land.  Was  either  Mr.  Simpson  or  Mr. 
Humphreys  ever  nominated  to  the  Benate  f 
NeTer.  Not  a  whimper  of  nnconstitntionality. 
The  Senate  slept  at  their  pos^  and  now  General 
Washington  is  found  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia to  be  a  palpable  violator  of  the  constita- 
tion.  Again,  Menrs.  Rodney,  Bland,  and  Qro- 
hajn  were  sent  as  eommisNoners  to  the  South 
American  States — Christian  States.  Were  they 
ever  nominated  to  the  Senate  ?  Ko,  sir:  The 
late  President  gave  a  oommiseion  to  Mr.  Offley 
and  Commodore  Crane,  to  treat  with  th« 
Porte.  Were  they  ever  nominated  to  the  Sen- 
ate I  No,  sir.  So  that  Ur.  Adams  was  also  « 
violator;  Mr.  JefferM»L  Mr.  Madison  did  the 
some,  Mr.  Monroe  followed  after,  and  acted 
in  like  manner.  Where  were  the  advisers  of 
those  gentlemen.  Where  the  advisers  of  Mr. 
Monroe  t  For  it  is  well  known  that  be  acted 
on  fbll  adrisement  of  his  cabinet.  Whwe,  I 
ask,  were  they  all,  that  they  did  not  prevent 
him  fh>m  committing  this  presumed  violenoe 
ot  the  oonsdtntion  f  Were  they  all  asleep  at 
their  posts  ?  We  must  conctnde  that  none  of 
them  considered  it  a  violation  of  power. 

The  Senator  from  Vii^nia  said  that  it  would 
be  a  thing  nnheard  of,  nnknown  to  the  history 
of  the  world,  "that  a  power  at  war  should 
send  a  Minister  to  the  power  with  which  it  was 
at  war."  Why,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator's 
reading  and  mine  mnst  have  been  very  differ- 
ent Mine  says,  that  there  is  no  -event  man 
oommon.  I  am  now  reading  SisnKHidi's  Italian 
Bepnblios.  The  small  St«tea  of  Italy  were  in 
almost  perpetual  war  with  each  other;  and 
nothing  more  oommon  than  the  sending  Mini»- 
tore  tiom  one  oi^  to  the  other  to  treat  whilst 
war  raged  between  them.  But,  sir,  I  will  read 
some  recent  oases,  some  in  which  we  had  an 
interest: 

"Prelindnary  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  be* 
tween  Fnace  and  Great  Britain,  ngned  at  Ter- 
saillee,  20th  Jutoary,  17B3. 

"  The  most  Christian  Eing  and  the  Eiiw  of  Great 
Britain,  wishing  to  pat  an  end  to  the  cakmltles  of 
WBT,  nominated  te  that  eReet,  on  the  part  of  the 
former,  the  Cennt  of  Yergennes,  and,  of  the  latter, 
AUoyn  Fitzherbert,  Esq.,  ndnister  plenipotentiary  ef 
his  said  U^esty  the  King  of  Qieat  Briuin,  who, 
having  conmunleated  thurfidi  powers  in  the  fbrm, 
have  agreed  npMi  the  fcrilowing  ^ellnliuuks: " 


ABBIDOHENT  09  THB 


BfcoBD. — Freliisiinu?  ftrticlM  oT  p«Me  rigned  at 
Londoii,  tit  October,  1801,  betveca  Lord  Hawke«- 
bnry  and  Loaii  Williun  Otto.  Thcj  oommonlcated 
tbdr  fuB  power*  in  due  form,  and  tlien  agreed  upon 
theartlclsa. 

Id  IIbT,  Lord  Ualmeebtirr  wM  Mnt  to  Li*l«,  a 
diT  of  the  Freoch  republic,  aa  ambamdoc  witli 
fidl  power*  to  conclude  a  peace, 

la  IBOe,  Lord  I^uderdale  wa«  sent  to  Fans  to 
n^otiale  a  treat;  of  peac«. 

Fenoit  me  to  mbmit  another ;  »  veiy  etamg 
one.  Qoeen  Anne  wanted  petce;  the  ^liee 
wera  not  so  dupoeed,  ind  ehe  seat  a  eecret 
agent,  Matthew  Prior,  I  beliera  a  poet  He 
was  not  stMpeoted,  for  who  wovld  enppose  that 
a  poet  would  be  aeot  oa  an  object  m>  impor- 
tant t  He  eondnded  the  peaces  It  wm  then 
made  publie;  and  the  Qneen  vitlidrew  faer 
troopg  from  the  allied  Brtnjr. 

The  late  period  of  the  eearion  waraa  me  that 
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Befiwe  I  Bit  ^WD,  I  wiU  notioa  an  obeerva- 
tion  mAde  bj  the  Sehator,  (Ur.  Tazewxll.)  He 
sixntfioantlT  eneered  at  the  employment  of  oon- 
muB  and  captaini  of  our  ships  of  war  being 
elolhed  with  plenipotendarj  powers  to  make 
treaties.  "  Ooiunls  I  "  said  h«,  "  What  1  are 
thej  Boperior  to  Joatiees  of  the  peace  t  Cap- 
taloe  of  the  Navy  with  th^  commlorioua  m 
their  pookets,"  signifloantly.  And  yet,  rir, 
consob  and  otqitlUnH  have  been  so  employed  by 
the  beet  of  our  Freeidenta.  Washington  em- 
poyed  Mr.  Oooml  Hnrnphrm,  aa  has  been 
showtL  JtHtttmrn  employed  itx.  Leai  and  0^>- 
tain  Preble  to  treat  with  Tripoli.  Kadiaon  em- 
ployed Ooaenl  ShelM  and  Os^ttaio  Deeator  to 
treat  with  Algiers.  John  Qnmcy  Adams  em- 
ployed  Owtobi  Bodgers  to  eonnd  the  Turk, 
that  he  might  know  hia  disporitioo  to  make  a 
treaty,  and  actoally  ^>pointed  Oonsol  Offiey 


sdIb  Bhind  and  OSey,  and  Oi^tain  Biddle,  to 
make  a  treaty.  They  have  done  so  to  the  eat- 
tsfaoljon  of  the  Senator.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  is  fanlt  fonnd  that  ench  persons  hare 
beenemi^oyed.  Why)  Becanse GeneralJaok- 
BOD  has  so  acted,  dr.  We  all  ondentand  the 
oanse^  and  so  will  the  peofde.    I  have  done. 

7^  7ot»  and  AtnendmmU. 
"Vat  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  eoToy  extraor- 
dinary  and  minlaEer  plenipotentiary  ;  for  tbe  alanes 
of  a  secretary  of  legation,  of  a.  dragoman,  and  a 
stadent  of  Ungnsges,  M  Oonstantbople,  and  far  the 
oootingeDt  espensea  of  the  legatiaii,  ■erentj-fonr 
thoosand  doDua :  that  Is  to  sar,  for  the  outfit  of  an 
eDTOy  eitnordinary  and  minfaler  plenipotentiary, 
nine  thousand  dellus ;  fcr  the  ailary  of  the  tune, 
nine  thousand  dollars ;  for  salary  of  *  secretary  of 
legaliOD,  two  thoOBBiid  dolUre ;  for  the  salary  of  a 
dragoman,  two  fhonnnd  five  hnndted  dollars;  for 
the  salary  of  a  student  of  languages,  one  thou- 
sand ftre  hundred  dollars ;  for  the  oontingent  ex- 
peniea  of  the  legation,  fifty  thousand  doUact, 


"To  Chaile*  Rhind,  aa  ontfit  of  fbnr  tfaonsand 
five  hundred  doUan,  deducting  therefrom  whatevn* 
sun  nisy  hare  been  paid  to  him  for  bis  petsaaal  ex- 

"  To  Charlee  Bhind,  Darid  Offley,  and  James  Bidv 
die,  at  the  rale  of  four  thoDwuid  Ats  hundred  doU 
lars  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of  them  wu 
engaged  In  the  said  negodation 

"For  compensation  to   the 
ployed  on  a  fanner  occanon  for  a  ni 

"To  Wiffiam  M.  Crane  and  Darid  OfHey,  at  ^A 
rate  of  fbnr  thonssnd  Ave  hnndred  dollar*  per  an^ 
niun  IbT  the  time  that  each  of  them  w  ~  ~  • '  i 
the  said  n^otiatian."] 

"ih.  Tazkwkll  had  moved  to  strike  ont  all 
the  forcing  inolnded  in  brackets. 

Mr.  iLua  s  amendment  was  as  ft^ows : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  oompensation," 
in  the  fint  line  of  the  seoond  paragr^ih  above 
qnoted,  and  Insert  "  to  the  persons  heretofore 
employed  in  our  intercourse  with  the  Bablime 
Forte,  the  further  Bom  of  Sfteen  thonaand  dol- 
lars, m  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  foreign  intercoorse." 

This  motion  of  Ur.  Eahx  to  strike  ont  .and 
insert  having  preoedenoo  of  Mr.  Taxbwkll'b 
motion,  the  qaeation  was  taken  thereon,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tkis.— Hestrs.  Barnard,  B 


RoUnna,  RobhwoB,  Ssnford,  Smith  of  Har^and, 
Smith  of  South  CaroUoa,  Troup,  Woodbury— 22. 

Hara.— Hesna.  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Chaw 
here.  Chase,  Foot,  Frelinghufsen,  Johnaton,  Knight, 


The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  fdlov- 
wiso,  moved  by  Mr.  Ttle^  '  '  '  ■■  ' 
.  EAtra's  amen^nent,  vii : 

"  Frovidid,  ahoayt,  That  nothing  In  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  conslraed  as  esnctionlng,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  persons 
by  the  Preudent  alone,  durins  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  their  adnce  and  consent,  aa 
commisrioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Otto- 
man Forte." 

The  proviso  was  agreed  to  by  the  following 

Tub. — Hessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet, 
Chambers,  Ellis,  Foot,  Frellngfanysen,  Hayiie,  Hen- 
dricks, Jredeil,  Johnsloa,  King,  Knigbt,  Hark*, 
Naudain,  Poindeiter,  Bogies,  Seymour,  Klabee, 
Sprague,  TateweU,  Tyler,  Webster,  Willey— 20. 

Nirs. — Ueasrs.  Beaton,  Bibh,  Brown,  Chaac^ 
Dickerson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Orundy,  Kane,  Livine- 
aton,  UcKinlcy,  Robbina,  Robinson,  Sanrord,  Smith 
ofUarjluia,SmithorSouthCaroliiia,Troup,Waod-  ' 
bury— 18. 

Ur.  Tuiwiix  that  wiUidraw  his  modon  to 


,Colh;j1c 


DEBATES  DV  CONGBESS. 


■•  of  a«  Pruidml  U  OrigataU  Himim*. 


strike  ont^  asd  the  noited  amendmenU  of 
MeMra.  Eaki  and  Ttlu  ooDsequeDtlv  became 
a  substitute  for  that  part  of  tiie  ameadmeDt  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Finanoe,  providing 
for  the  oompensatioD  of  the  commimoDere  ap- 
pointed to  eondud«  the  treaty. 
Mr.  Wkbsteb  thea  snbmitted  the  following 


I  "For  tbsoDtlUatidMlftTyor  acbargd  d'lflUna; 
fer  tiie  nlu7  of  a  dragonuui,  ftod  a  student  of  Un- 
CugeA,  at  Constantinople,  and  for  the  contingent 
fexpeoMi  of  the  legation,  thirtj-elght  thousand  dol- 
/bn :  that  ii  to  ny,  for  the  outfit  of  a  chatgd  d'«f- 
I  bim,  four  thoogand  five  hundred  dollars;  for  the 
.  aalarj  of  the  same,  four  thoosand  five  hundred  dol- 
lan ;  for  the  salarf  of  a  dragoman,  tvo  thousand 
fire  hoodreddollan;  for  tbe  salary  of  a  itodent  of 
languagea,  one  tbonsaod  flve  bnndred  dollan ;  for 
the  contingent  •ipuuca  of  (be  legation,  tweatj-flro 
thonand  dollara." 

Mr.  Webstbb  add  tliat  tiiis  snbjeot  had  been 
presented  to  the  Senate  in  a  doable  a^wot  b; 
the  President  of  the  t)nit«d  St8t«S— the  choice 
appeared  to  be  left  to  that  body  whether  they 
woold  send  a  Minister  plenipotentiary  or  a 
charg6  d'afiaires  to  the  court  of  Constantino- 
ple ;  and  the  Committee  of  Fiaonce  had  sub- 
mitted an  appropriation  for  the  salary  and  outfit 
of  the  former.  One  of  the  letters  read  to  the 
Benat«,  that  from  Mr.  Offley,  who  oertuoly  ap- 
peared to  have  had  some  eiperieooe  on  tma 
aofaject,  snggeeted  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
eb«rg6  d'atf^res,  and  in  this  opinion  he  ^Ir. 
W.)  most  heartily  concarred.  Mr.  W.  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favor  of  his  moUon ;  s^d  he 
oonld  see  no  very  great  necessity  for  the  mis- 
uon — that  he  thou^t  oar  relations  with  Tur- 
key would  continue  pretty  maoh  in  the  same 
Bt^  as  before — and  that,  for  some  time  to 
oome,  oar  consul  at  Smynut  would  be  tbe  moet 
ii^wrtant  agent  of  the  United  States  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world.  He  spoke  of  the  lai^ 
salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  foreign  powers  at 
the  conrt  of  Constantinople ;  the  great  show 
and  parade  they  made  there,  wholly  for  efiect, 
and  said  that,  if  our  Ministers  compltuned  of 
the  incompetence  of  their  salaries  at  the  courts 
of  (he  dvilized  powers  of  Europe,  there  cer- 
tainly would  be  more  oanse  of  oomplaint  at 
Constantinople.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  mission  was  to  be  coutinned ; 
wbetber  a  similar  oall  for  salaries,  &o.,  would 
be  made  next  year ;  spoke  of  the  large  amoont 
appropriated  for  contiitgeoeies ;  and  asked  if  it 
was  supposed  that  a  Minister  could  support 
hmuelf  at  a  salary  of  |S,000  per  annum.  If  a 
r^resentatiTe  must  be  sent,  he  thought  a 
olurg^  d'affaires  would  be  competent  to  per- 
Uam  all  the  necessary  duties;  though,  even  if 
bis  ameudment  prevailed,  his  opinion  was,  that 
another  mission  in  Europe  should  not  be  estab- 
lished.   Be  was  not  in  &vor  of  an  increase  of 


missions— be  would  rather  rednoe  some  of  those 


Mr.  Kdtq  Btid  tliat  tlie  snbiect  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  tjie  Committee  of  Finance  without 
any  reoommendation  from  the  Eiecntive ;  and, 
aft^  oonanltotion,  that  committee  had  come  to 
the  oondnsion  that  it  would  be  best  to  submit 
an  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  a  Minister 
plenipotentiary.  The  salary  would  command 
the  services  of  an  individnal  who  would  be 
qualified  to  sostaiu  the  character  and  standing 
of  the  oonntry,  and  enable  him  the  better  to 
keep  np  a  suitable  establishment.  He  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  it  would  not  be  neoea- 
sary  to  keep  a  Minister  at  Constantinople  for 
any  great  length  of  time.  The  contingenciee 
of  tbe  mission  would  not  be  greater  tnan  at 
the  conrt  of  any  other  power,  ezoept  in  the 
first  instanco;  and  this  to  comply  with  the 
nsual  onstom  there  to  make  presents  on  the  rat- 
ification of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  WooDBOBT  was  in  &TOr  of  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Webstbb. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  also  preferred  the  amendment ; 
thoaf;h  ha  aaw  do  necesuty,  he  said,  for  politi- 
cal relations  between  this  ooontry  utd  Tnr- 

Mr.  SuTH  raoB^rftolated  the  views  of  the 
Oommittoe  of  finanoe  in  providiDg  fbr  a  Min- 
ister plenipotMitiary,  and  said  the  Govemment 
did  not  intend  keeping  him  there  more  than 
'one  year.  The  object  was  to  send  a  Minister  of 
the  bii^est  gcade,  in  the  first  instanoe,  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  exchange  the  ratifioations 
of  tiie  treaty,  and  afterwards  a  charg6  d'affaires 
woidd  be  amply  sufSoient.  A  Minister  pleni- 
potentiary, he  remarked,  had  access  to  the  Sal- 
tan ;  a  ohargi  conld  not  approach  beyond  the 
Grand  Virier. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  Mr,  WaBSTCn,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows : 

TEiS. — Hesars.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton, 
Brown,  Burnet,  Chambers,  Chnae,  Clajton,  Dicker- 
son,  Foot,  Forsyth,  FrelinghuyseD,  Grundy,  Hnyne, 
fieadricks,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Johonon,  Kane,  Knight, 
HoEinler,  Harks,  Naudain,  Poindeiter,  Bobbins, 
BoUnson,  Higgles,  Seymour,  SUsbee,  Spngne, 
TanveU,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster,  Willey,  Wood- 

nAia — Messrs.  Bibb,  Dudley,  Ellis,  King,  IJving- 
Bton,  Baaford,  Smith  of  Maryland — 7. 


Satcbd&t,  February  26. 


The  resolution  yesterday  ofiered  by  Mr.  Bek- 
TOK  relative  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up  for  consideration ; 
when  Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  had  not  submit- 
ted the  resolutios  with  a  view  to  its  being  acted 
OQ  at  the  present  session,  but  that  it  might  re- 
ceive the  early  oon^eration  of  the  Boute  at 
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the  next  stated  Beseaon  of  GoBgr«w.  On  his 
motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  wdered  to 
bbprinted. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Honse  of  ItopnsentatJTM 
mfMng  appropriationa  for  carrring  oik  certain 
roads  and  worka  of  internal  improvement,  and 
providing  for  surveje,  was  twice  read,  and  la- 

National  Scad  in  Ohio. 
The  bill  srantiag  the  assent  of  Oonsreaa  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  for 
erecting  toU  gates,  &a.,  and  otherwise  provid- 
ing for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the 
United  States  mad  within  tbe  limtta  of  that 
State,  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  b;  a 
vote  of  twenty-nine  to  seven,  as  followB : 


gles,  Banford,  Sejmour,  Silsbee,  Smith  of  UacjUtid, 
Webster,  Willej,  Woodbar)F~2B, 

Nats.— Hesars.  Brown,  EUia,  H&jne,  Iredsll, 
Poiiuleiter,&nhhof  &on^CsroUaa,^np — T. 

Qmvral  Appropriation  Bill—Eipente*  of  th* 
OiMemmetU — Incrmtt. 

Tii»  Senate  again  reanmed,  as  in  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  Uie  bill  making  appropriatdona 
for  the  support  of  the  Goverament  for  the  year 
18S1 — the  qneetion  being  on  agreeing  to  the' 
amendroenl  of  the  Committee  of  Moanoe,  as 
yesterday  amended. 

lb".  Foot  rose  to  make  a  few  generd  remarks 
on  the  increaring  ezpenditorea  of  the  Oovem- 
ment 

Mr.  F.  B^d,  we  are  indeed  fall^  on  evil 
times.  The  application  of  the  "searching  oper- 
ation," mentioned  by  General  Jackson  in  his 
inangnral  addrem,  has  become  indispensable  to 
save  the  Treasnry  from  bankmptcy.  The  siren 
song  of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  refonn, 
has  lost  its  fascinating  charms.  Broad  and  bold 
assertions  will  no  longer  be  received  as  proof  of 
economy,  while  the  pnblic  documents  prove 


them  to  )>e  false ;  the  people  will  no  longer  be 
deceived  by  these  hackneyed  terms,  nor  can 
Ihe  present  Administration  be  screened  from 
oensare  by  charging  tbeir  predeijessors  with 
"  waatefy  eztravngance,"  wlien  tbe  docnmente 
l^^ish  convincing  proof  that  the  present  is  the 
raoat  extravagant  Administration  that  has  ever 
wielded  the  destinies  of  tbe  nation.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  8enate  to  the  documents 
in  proof  of  his  assertion,  and  presented  a  state- 
ment taken  from  the  printed  reports  &om  the 
departments,  from  which  he  gave  tiie  compara- 
tive expenditares  between  the  two  last  years 
of  Mr.Adams's  Administration,  and  the  two  first 
of  General  Jackson's. 


XsVing 


Total  In  the  t*o  first  yean  of 
GeDenl  Jacksdn'i  economical 

AdministratioD,         -        -        %'■ 

Hakiag  sn  excess  of  expenditnre 
in  two  jean,  above  the  eipense 
In  Mr.  Adsms's  Administntion, 


And  of  this  excess  neariy  half  in 

the  civil  list— 
CvQ  list,  1837,     - 

"         1828,      - 


«S,*<S,Sa3  SO 

11,718,817  oJ 
1,787,887  3M 


|4,789,7M  84     \ 


TUk\ag  sn  eieeas  in  the  dvfl  Hat 
slone  daring  the  two  first  yean 
of  Genenl  Jackson's  Adminia- 
traUon,  "        "        "        J 

The  saioant  of  appnipriadons 
contained  in  the  bill  ibc  the 
■upport  of  aoTernmeilt  for 
ISSl ,  DOW  under  consideration, 
■a  passed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 

Proposed  amendnienta  by  the 
Committee  of  Finsnce  of  the 


Hiking  In  the  wheK 


»I,171.779  84 


This  extraordinary  Increase  of  expenditure 
speaks  a  language  not  to  be  misunderstood.  Yt 
any  Senator  doubts  tbe  fact,  let  him  examine 
the  printed  documents,  and  he  will  find  the 
Btatement  oorreet — the  statement  before  him 


taken  from  those  docamenta. 
Do  yon  ask,  how  can  theee  things  bef  It  is 
easily  accomited  for  by  tbe  increased  expenses 
in  every  department  —  by  establishing  new 
bureaus — by  creating  new  offices — by  increas- 
ing salaries  and  contingent  expenses — by  in- 
cresmng  the  nnmber  of  clerks-— and  by  every 
other  possible '  means  for  rewarding  political 

Sutisans.  Fifty-two  additional  pages  in  the 
Ine  Book,  of  names  of  oSlcers,  will  give  some 
evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  number — the  re- 
calling of  fonr  Ministers,  and  some  chsrg^ 
d'affaires,  will  acoonnt  for  abont  $60,000  in- 
creased expense  dnring  the  first  year  of  this 
eooDomical  Administration — the  offloe  of  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  created  at  the  last  eeaiioD 
to  perform  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  FMUt 
Auditor,  as  agent  for  the  Treasury,  has  called 
for  an  extra  appropriation  of  near  $10,000. 

Sir,  smd  Mr.  F.,  we  need  the  aid  and  faithfal 
services  of  another  "radical  ooramittee,"  as 
the  Select  Oommittee  of  1820  has  been  called 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of  finance^ 
which  be  himself  has  acknowledged  aaved  throe 
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aSUona  of  doQan  to  Hke  Treasury,  to  iirreBt  the 
progress  of  the  GoTenunent  in  its  downward 
road  to  baokniptc;  and  rain. 
The  imendment  was  tben  agreed  to. 
VariooB  other  ameDdments  were  made,  and 
the  bill  baTtDg  been  got  throngh  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  the  bill  and  ameDdments  were 
reported  to  the  Senate;  and 

The  amendmeat  adopted  on  the  motion  of 
ifr.  Wnam  ecHoii^  np,  Ur.  Sioth,  <^  Marj- 
kad,  nered  to  strike  out  fhnu  the  salarj  of  a 
irasomaa,  (MO ;  wUoti  was  ncgatiTed. 
1  llr.  Hi-TirB  moved  to  strike  ont  the  provision 
for  a  student  of  languages ;  which  was  deter- 
!  nined  in  the  offlrm^ve — yeas  29,  nays  18. 
1  ,    Theanestlon  wasthenpat  ontheamendment 
I  'of  Ifr.  WiBBTXB,  SB  amended,  and  determined 
I  in  the  affirmatiTe,  as  follows : 
I,     Tui. — Veasri.  Bunaid,  Barton,  Bell,  BeotOD, 
r  Braitn,  Burnet,  Chamben,  Chaae,  CHaytoD,  Dudley, 
f   nia,Fiira7th,FreUi]glia7«eii,  GrUDdf,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricki,  Holmes,   Iredell,  Johmtoii,   Kane,    EJng, 
Inieht,  liTlnnton,,  Harks,  tTaaduo,   Ptnadeiter, 
loAtM,    Robinson,   Banford,    Sejmour,    Silabee, 
Mlh   of   Harjland,   Smith   of   Soath    Carolini, 
Sfingiie,  Taiewell,  Troap,  Tjler,  Webster,  Wood- 
baiT— gs. 

Nin,— Hevrs,  Bibb,  Foot,  McKlitley,  Boggles 
—4. 

Ur.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  ont  tiie  NVviso, 
nrterday  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Tyuk  ; 
Mrt  gave  way  for 

Kr.  Eras,  who  moved  to  strike  ont  all  after 
On  word  "  Provided,"  and  insert  a  proviso 
more  general  in  its  nature,  referring  not  only  to 
the  present  and  past  Administratdon,  bnt  to  all 
fbrner  Administrations. 

After  some  oonversation  between  Uessrs. 
TooDBCXT,  WansTma,  and  HouiEe, 

Ur.  Webstkb  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 
&MI,  lo  as  first  to  determine  on  striking  ont. 

Tlw  question  was  negatived — yeas  19,  najs 

Ur.  Kura  now  renewed  a  motion  be  bad  .  _ 
fort  made,  to  strike  ont  fW>m  the  proviso  the 
wDids  "  by  the  President  alone  "  and  "  a  treaty ;'' 
but  the  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  order, 
the  Senate  having  just  determined  that  it  wonld 
net  itrike  out  any  part  after  the  word  "  Fro- 
rided." 

Kr.  Bibb  now  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  whole  of  the  proviso,  which,  after  an 
^Unation  by  Mr.  TtlbBj  of  his  object  in 
pnering  it,  disclaiming  any  mtention  of  giving 
it  a  paitjontar  application  to  tite  Preudent,  was 
detttTnined  in  the  negative  as  follows : 

Tus. — UesBs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dud. 
1^,  Kmytb,  Onmdj,  Kane,  King,  livingatoa,  Ifo- 
Kbley,  Bebbint,  Bobinran,  Brallh  of  Haiyland, 
Utb  oT  fioQih  Carolina,  Troap,  Woodbniy— IT. 

Kits. — Ueist*.  Barnard,  Barton,  Belt,  Buniet, 
GhuBbers,  Clayton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Freli^hayien, 
Hsjne,  Hendnoks,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Jobaston, 
En^t,  Uai^  Naodain,  FoiudeKter,  Hugglea,  Sej- 
ww,  Bilabee,  Scnagne,  Taiew'eU,  Tjler,  Webster 
-U. 
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'.  Kanb'b  amendment  was  amended,  by 
striking  ont  the  words  "  in  addition  to,"  and 
inserting  the  words,  in  aid  of,  and  thus  amend- 
'     as  agreed  to. 

the  sixth  amendment  was  agreed  to  aa 
follows : 

For  the  outflt  and  lalary  of  *  chargi  d'allkires 
and  ■  dragoman  at  Constantiaople,  and  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation,  (36,600 :  that  is  lo 
say,  for  the  ontflt  of  ■  ehargi  d'affaires,  |4,SO0 !  f^ 
the  salary  of  the  aame,  t4,eO0 ;  for  the  salsiy  ef  a 
drsgomsn,  %2,saO;  for  the  cootiDgent  eipens«a  of 
thelegatlon,  (Se.OOO. 

"  For  compensation  to  the  persons  heretofore  eai- 
plojed  in  our  inlercoarse  with  the  Sublime  Forte, 
the  farther  sum  of  $15,000,  in  aid  of  the  sum  «f 
(25,000,  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  inlercoucee :  Promded,  o/wayi,  That  noth- 
ing 1q  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  as  sauo- 
tiODlDg,  or  in  any  way  approving,  the  appointment 
of  these  persona  by  the  t4nident  alone;  daring  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  and  wfthoat  their  advice  and 
consent,  as  commisaioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
tbe  Ottoman  Forte." 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
tngrossed,  and  Qie  bill  to  be  fead  a  third  time ; 

Tbe  Senate  a^oomed. 


VoNDAT,  Pebmary  S8. 
Dtath  of  Mt.  -ffbftfe. 
Oq  the  Senate  b^og  called  to  order- 
Mr.  HiKDBioES  rose,  and  s^d,  it  be 
Mr.  Prewdent,  my  pwnnjl  duty  to  annoonce  to 
the  Senate  the  deatn  of  my  respected  oollesgne. 
He  departed  this  life  on  Setordsy  evening  last, 
at  ten  o'clock.  His  services  in  tlus  body  have 
been  faidifol  and  nninterrupted  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  They  have  been  honorable  to 
himself  and  nsefol  to  his  oonnljy;  but  man 
goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  witii  him  these 
services  have  terminated  in  the  meridian  of  life. 
He  had  indeed  lived  to  see  bis  early  associates 
in  the  business  of  this  House  retire  to  other 
spheres  fA  life,  or,  like  himself  ^aas  silentiy 
into  the  grave ;  yet  his  friends  might  reason- 
ably have  hoped  and  expected  for  hmi  a  longer 
period  of  usefiilness  and  distinction.  On  an 
ocoorrencolikethepresent,  and  espeoiaDy  stand- 
ing, as  I  do,  inthemidBt  of  a  circle  so  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  the  deceased,  it  will  not  be 
expected  of  me  to  prononnoe  hia  enlogy ;  bnt 
I  can  speak,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  early  and  well-tried  personal 
friendship  of  one  highly  prized,  not  only  by 
himself,  bnt  by  tbe  State  he  has  so  long  bad  the 
honor  to  represent,  of  an  individnal  idolized  by 
dmost  every  circle  in  which  he  ever  moved. 
He  was  a  Iwld  and  fearless  politician,  warm 
and  geoerofiB  in  his  feelings.  He  had  a  heart 
that  responded  lo  every  advance  of  sympathy 
and  benevolence ;  s  heart  formed  for  the  most 
ardent  attai^ents.  Open  and  nndisguised, 
the  promineat  traits  of  his  character  were  al- 
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way g  before  the  world ;  bnt  a  Ions  period  of 
familiar  aoqnuatauce  could  011I7  develop  the 
ardor,  the  devolioo,  and  the  value  of  his  friead- 
Bhip.  For  Buch  an  associate,  it  maj  well  be 
permitted  na  U>  moaru,  and  well  assured  am  I, 
that,  in  pacing  those  last  honors  to  faia  memorj, 
we  ore  but  Kiviug  expression  to  tlie  feeliiigs  of 
every  member  of  the  Senate,  His  sodetj-  I 
have  eqjojed  when  he  was  in  health.  In  sick- 
ness I  bave  frequentlj  been  uaar  him,  and  en- 
deavored to  soothe  his  hours  of  anguish  and 
distress;  and  Ibsdan  opportunity  of  watching 
with  intense  anxiety,  and  great  solicitude,  the 
last  momeats  of  his  life. 

Ur,  -BuBKBT  then  anbmitted  the  foUowing 
resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to  i 

StMlvtd,  vfuminunuly,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order,  for  luperintcnding  the  foneial 
of  the  Hod.  James  Noblc,  deceased,  which  will  take 


The  Chair  stated  that,  under  the  circum- 
Htances  of  the  case,  upon  iMing  yesterday  in- 
formed of  the  death  of  tlie  late  Senator  trom 
Indiana,  he  had  app(dnted  a  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangemenla,  and  pall  bearers;  and  hoped  the 
conrse  he  had  pm-sned  would  not  be  disapproved 
of. 

Ur.  BuBNBT  tben  submitted  the  following 
resolntiona;  which  were  adopted : 

tHaotvtd,  Bruin  tmintdy,  That  Che  membera  of  the 
Senate,  froM  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark 
of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Jaaa 
KoBLl,  decsaaed,  their  late  aaaoniitle,  will  go  iuto 
mourning  for  him  for  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode 
of  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

Retail)^  vnanimoudy.  That,  u  an  addlllonat 
mark  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  JiMta 
NoBLB,  the  Senate  do  now  at^onni. 

[The  body  of  the  deceased  was  then  hrooght 
into  the  chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  Secretary's  desk.  Soon  after 
which,  the  House  of  Representatives,  preceded 
by  their  Speaker  and  Clerk,  together  wttJi 
their  Sergeant-at-Arma,  entered  tbe  chamber, 
and  were  immediately  followed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
who  respectively  took  the  seats  prepared  for 
tbem.  The  Chaplain  to  the  Senate  (the  Bev. 
Ur.  Johns)  then  rose,  and  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  very  impressive  address,  which  was  follow- 
ed by  a  fervent  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley, 
the  Ohapltun  to  tlie  House.  A  procession  was 
then  formed,  and  proceeded  to  the  Eastern 
Branch  burial  grocmd,  where  the  r 
the  deceased  were  solemnly  interred. 


TnxsDiT,  Uarch  1. 

Dutiet  on  Irtm. 

itx.  DioESBSoM  moved  that  the  Senate  now 

proceed,  to  consider  the  paper  yesterday  sab- 

mitted'by  him  u  the  views  of  the  minority  of 


the  Select  Committee  on  the  aubjeot  (f  Tfr> 
ducing  the  duties  on  iron. 

Ur.  H^iKa  said ,  be  would  be  dad  to  know 
what  course  shoidd  be  adopted  respecting  it 
when  taken  up — if  it  were  intended  to  have  it 
printed  as  an  argument  against  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee  which  he  had  presented!,        < 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  wouldi 
have  any  objection  to  his  havmg  an  answer  ti 
that  argnment  in  like  manner  printed.    Thqi 
report  of  the  CDmnuttee~of  the  majority  of  tb^ 
committee,  had  already  been  ordered  to  b& 
printed,  and  the  document  of  the  gentlemaiH 
frgm  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Diokkbsok,)  which  ex-1 
hihited  the  views  of  the  minority  of  that  Dom-T 
mittee,  could  not  now  go  with  it  nuleas  an  ez-l 
tra  number  of  copies  of  the  original  report  were  \ 
ordered  to  be  printed.     To  this  he  would  have  \ 
no  objection,  provided  his  answer  or  rqoinder  v 
to  that  argument  went  along  with  it.    If  the    \i 
printiug  of  the  original  report  for  the  useof  the     ^, 
Senate  had  not  in  the  firat  place  been  refused —      \i 
a  course  which  had  been  well  said  by  the  Sen-        1 
ator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Eiho)  was  altogether 
unprecedented,   and   ont  of  the  regular  mode 
adopted  with  every  report  of  a  committee,  he 
(Ur.  Hatkb)  might  not  have  thought  of  stand- 
ing on  his  right.    As  it  was,  he  conceived  he 
had  an  equal  right,  if  this  practice  of  allowing 
individual  members  of  a  committee  to  print 
their  arguments  a^gainst  a  report  were  tolerated, 
to  expect  his  rejoinder  to  tnat  argument  to  be 
printed — and  if  the  gentleman  chose  to  reply  to 
thatj  he  (Mr.  H.)  wonld  be  prepared  with  a 
replication  to  that  argument,  and  thus  go  on 
and  ask  for  all  to  l)e  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Ur.  DiOEBfisOM  replied  that  his  sole  ohiect 
was  to  present  the  views  of  the  minority  of  tii« 
committee  on  the  subject.  Bnt  he  only  pre- 
sented it  as  the  views  of  himself  and  another  in 
their  individual  capacity,  and  as  individuals 
they  bad  a  right  to  ask  for  those  views  to  be 
printed.  It  was  a  right  which  they  in  common 
with  others  possessed ;  and  was  it  not  the  aaae 
that  the  views  of  individnals  respecting  the 
subjects  of  memorials  even  were  irequeatly 
printed?  He  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
gentleman's  rtyoinder  being  printed,  provided 
he  was  informed  what  it  would  be ;  but,  before 
deciding,  it  would  he  bnt  properto  know  some- 
thing respectiuK  it. 

Mr,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  this  practice 
were  sanctioned,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all 
theirformer  rulea  of  proceeding;  itwasunp«r- 
liameutary  and  quite  unprecedented.  It  wonld 
now  appear  that  we  were  to  have  a  counter 
report — on  answer  to  that,  and  thus  bo  did 
not  know  where  it  was  to  have  on  end.  The 
subject  appeared  to  lead  to  debate ;  there  were 
many  bills  from  the  other  House  which  it  waa 
necessary  to  take  up  without  loss  of  time,  and 
he  would  therefore  move  that  the  paper  be  lud 
on  the  table. 

Ur.  H0LHE8  said,  for  his  part  he  woifld  have 
no  objection  to  the  plan  which  the  gentlemaa 
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from  South  Ottrolina  (Mr,  HAnre)  had  laid  out 
tor  himself  to  pnrsne,  if  be  (Ur.  E.)  were  al- 
lowed also  to  adopt  it,  and  to  write  during  the 
recess^  whUe  time  might  hang  heavy  on  his 
hinds,  a  farther  replication  to  the  gentleman's 
nplication,  and  this  too  to  be  printed  at  the 
|i^blio  expense.    He  had  also,  he  confessed,  like 
the  honorable  Seoafor,  a  penchant  for  making  an 
'casional  speech,  and  for  seeing  himself  in  print 
w  and  agtuD ;  and  he  hoped,  if  this  new  aye- 
n   were  to  be  adopted,  that  the  privilege 
Lich  he  laid  dum  to,  would  also  be  extended 

'Ur.  GUTTOK  MiggeetAd  that  the  Senator  from 
r  Jeney  Qli.  Diokkbsos)  mmht  bett«r  ac- 
iplish  hla  purpose,  if  the  Committee  on 
lliannfactnree,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  were 

report  un  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  DioEKKBOH  explained,  and  inmsted  on  his 

;ht,  from  former  precedents,  that  his  paper, 

lich  exhibited  a  view  of  two  lodiTidaala  who 

had  formed  a  minority  of  the  committee,  should 

be  received ;  and  aeid,  if  it  were  not  intended 

carry  the  matter  ad  i7\finitutn,  the  Senate 

could  say  where  it  was  to  stop. 

After  some  ftirther  remarks  from  Mr.  Hatux 
and  Mr.  Eisa,  the  qnestion  was  taken  on  Ur. 
Smith's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  when  it  was 
n^atived  by  a  vote  of  19  to  IS. 

Mr.  Hathb  then  moved,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  original  motion  for  the  receiving  of  Mr. 
DiGKKBSOs'a  report,  which  was  still  pending, 
that  the  viewsof  the  majority  of  the  committee 
in  replication  to  that  paper  be  also  printed. 

The  question  on  this  last  amendinent  being 
first  taken,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Hayhk 
handed  in  the  replication  accordingly. 

Mr.  WsBaiKE  said,  that,  in  r^ard  to  a  report 
frmn  8  minority  of  a  committee,  although, 
strictly  speaking,  there  oonld  be  no  such  tbiiiK, 
as  a  committee  was  a  regular  appointed  body 
and  constituted  a  whole,  still,  altnongh  it  might 
be  itr^olar  for  tbe  minority  to  report  as  such, 
in  a  case  like  the  pr^ont^  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  give  their  views  as  Individuals  on 
the  policy  of  a  measure  to  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  opposed,  and  which  went  to  recom- 
mend a  syrtem  to  the  country  which  was  alto- 
gether nei^  He  would  therefore  voto  in  favor 
of  the  document  belhg  received. 

Mr.  OBiTin>i  said  he  woold  vote  agunst  it, 
because  he  thooght  any  other  individual  in  the 
Senate  had  an  equal  risht  to  offer  his  views  on 
the  sulgect,  and  have  them  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  rec^vingthe 
paper  presented  by  Mr.  DicKBaaon',  when  the 
motion  was  earned  by  a  vote  of  19  to  IS. 

Hr.  SMTro,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  when 
the  Senate  a((jonm  to-day  it  shall  adjonm  to 
meet  tomorrov  at  ten  o  clock.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

JoMohent  DAian  of  the  United  Stattt. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
jebtors'bf  the  United  States  was  then  taken  up, 
on  motion  of  Mr,  Wkbstzr, 


Mr.  WsBsrEB  then  said,  the  object  of  tiiia 
important  and  long-desired  measure  was  to  en- 
able the  Government,  in  proper  cases,  and  by 
a  Just  and  safe  proceeding,  to  compromise  wim 
certain  of  its  insolvent  debtors.  He  looked  on 
this  object  as  eqnally  politic  and  hnmane.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  %  delicate 
one ;  many  practical  consequences  ordinarily 
sprang  from  it ;  and  it  was  not  expedient  that 
large  numbers  of  perBons  should  bear  this  rela- 
tion to  the  6ovemmeDt,*withont  the  hope  of 
ever  changing  it.  It  naturally  cherished  feel- 
ings not  the  most  friendly,  to  the  discharge  of 
social  and  political  duties.  Hopeless  debt,  too, 
terrainatas  the  active  agency  and  effective 
efforts  of  most  of  those  who  have  become  snb- 
Ject  to  it.  Their  exertions,  their  ent«rpi}ae, 
their  nsefulness,  are  in  a  great  measure  lost  to 
society.  !Few  will  straggle  nnder  a  weight 
which  they  know,  stm^le  as  they  may,  can 
never  be  moved.  Few  will  exert  tliemselvee, 
nnder  the  consolonsness  that  tiie  utmost  exer- 
tion will  never  enable  them  to  throw  off  or  to 
break  the  chun  which  binds  them,  and  to  place 
themselves  again  in  a  condition  to  enter  the 
employments,  the  business,  and  the  engagements 
of  society.  It  was  wise,  therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  that  every  hopelessly  insolvent  debtor 
to  Government  shonla  be  able  to  ask  inqniry 
into  his  case,  and  the  causes  of  his  inability,  and 
to  show  his  honesty  and  his  misfortune,  and 
then  have  the  power  of  making  hia  peace  with 
his  creditor;  to  have  his  guittv*,  ia  the  lan- 
guage of  the  old  law,  and  be  encooraged,  once 
more,  to  such  efforts,  and  such  services,  as  his 
social  and  domestic  duties  may  require  of  him. 

This  being  the  general  .object  of  the  bill,  sdd 
Mr.  W.,  it  proceeds,  in  the  first  place,  to  dts- 
tingnish  clearly  and  broadly  between  mere  debt 
and  official  delin^nency.  This  distinction  Is 
foanded,  not  only  in  true  policy,  bnt  in  correct 
morals  also.  Unpaid  debt  is  one  thing;  vio- 
lated trust  very  much  another  thing.  Delin- 
oaency,  or  failure  In  the  discharge  of  official 
aoty,  finds  neither  favor  nor  indulgenoe  in  any 
of  the  provinons  of  this  bill.  Principals  in 
official  bonds,  and  all  persons  who  have  received 
money  to  be  pdd  into  the  Treasary:  or  who 
have  received  it  from  the  Treasury,  for  pablio 
disbnrsement,  are  out  off  from  all  its  benefits. 
This  is  Just.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark, 
however,  that,  in  the  history  of  our  Qovem- 
ment,  the  public  has  lost  infinitely  less  by  pub- 
lic debtors,  than  by  public  officers  and  servants. 
Six  or  seven  hundred  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  received  into  the  Treasury,  almost  all  by 
being  first  secnred  by  bond,  with  only  a  toes  of 
the  half  of  one  per  cent.  This  fact  speaks  mnch, 
not  only  to  the  credit  of  a  system,  but  also  for 
the  integrity  and  punctuality  of  the  American 
mercantile  character.  No  Government  In  the 
world,  I  believe,  collects  its  revenues  with 
more  certainty,  or  more  economy,  than  ours. 
Bat  it  must  be  confessed,  that  when  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  next  stage,  and  look  Into  the  dis- 
bnrsements  made  ont  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
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oUects  of  OoTenuDent,  and  to  the  degree  of 
fldelitf  and  correctnesa  vhich  bas  there  pre- 
Tiuledloar  experience  has  been  far  less  gratii;- 
iag.  The  selected  servantB  of  the  OOTernmeut 
have  lost  us  thoosaads,  nberethose  whom  the 
laws  and  the  conrse  of  business  have  compelled 
to  beooma  our  debtors  at  the  cnstom-hoiiBe, 
iMve  hardlj  lost  us  a  dollar.  The  mercantile 
ebaraoter  has  riohl;  earned  this  distinotiou.  In 
all  times  it  has  sbown  itself  worthy  to  be  re- 
lied on ;  in  all  times,  In  prosperity  and  adrera- 
tj,  in  peace  and  in  war,  amidst  all  the  erenta 
that  usually  affect  national  income,  or  shock 
■yBtems  of  fiiianoe,  the  Government  has  always 
felt  that  what  was  due  to  it  from  the  commercial 
oommonitT  was  to  be  connted  on  as  so  much 
already  in  its  coffers.  Debtors  of  this  class, 
beciiming  Insolvent  without  imputation  of  fraud 
or  dishonesty,  hftve  fair  claims  to  a  discharge. 
On  tJie  other  hand,  let  the  eeverity  of  the  law 
oODtJnue  towards  public  delinqnenoy.  Letlhtne 
who  solicit  pnbiio  trnsta  understand,  once  for 
all,  that  a  rigorous  rule  will  be  applied ;  that 
a  perfect  aocounting  will  be  exacted ;  and  that 
debt«,  created  by  disregarded  dnty,  and  a  vio- 
lated tmst,  is  a  fetter  never  to  be  broken. 

The  bill,  sir,  propooes  a  public  and  open  pro- 
ceedingjto  ascertain  the  facts  in  each  particnlar 
ease.  The  insolvent  debtor  is  to  apply  by  peti- 
tion, setting  forth  the  facts  of  his  case,  '^he 
petition  is  to  be  referred  to  commissioners,  who 
are  to  inquire  into  it,  with  power  to  examine 
the  petitioner,  and  any  other  penons  on  oath, 
respecting  the  whole  matter  before  them ;  and 
they  are  to  be  attended  by  an  agent  on  the  part 
of  tiie  Government,  to  interpose  objections,  and 
demand  ejplanations  of  whatever  may  appear 
to  require  explanation.  The  facts  thus  ascer- 
tained are  to  be  referred  to  the  Becretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  thereupon  he  is  authorized 
to  compound  and  compromise  the  debt,  accord- 
ing to  the  rarcumstances,  and  disohai^  the 
debtor. 

It  might  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  the  bill 
would  have  provided  that,  in  every  oase,  if  no 
fraud  or  nn&imess  appeaired,  and  clear  insd- 
vency  and  inability  to  pay  were  made  manifest, 
a  discharge  should  be  granted  of  course.  But, 
from  what  was  known  in  regard  to  some  exist- 
ing cases,  it  was  thought  better  still  to  leave 
the  Secretary  some  discretion.  It  is  known 
that  there  are  oases  in  which,  by  the  contribu- 
tions  of  friends  and  oonnectaons,  or  other  means, 
oondderable  somi  would  have  been  paid  if  dis- 
oharges  could  have  been  obtained;  wnich  cases, 
without  such  prospects  of  discharge,  would  be 
eases  of  great  and  total  loss.  Sothatoue  effect 
of  this  very  measore  will  doubtless  be,  to  cause 
reoeipta  into  tlie  Treesory  of  considerable  sums, 
on  account  of  debts,  no  part  of  which,  without 
it,  would  over  have  bean  oollected. 

The  next  important  characteristic  of  the  bill 
is,  that  in  its  operation  it  is  altogether  retrospec- 
tive. It  is  not  a  standing  provision.  It  applies 
only  to  past  oaiea.  Its  object  is  to  settle  up 
and  olose  oases  of  insolvency,  long  unca  hap- 


pening, and  still  existing ;  to  make  a  sort  of  half 
Dentory  jubilee,  and  set  all  the  honest  and  un- 
fortunate once  more  free  bom  the  demands  of 
Government  debts. 

We  see  that,  in  the  individual  concerns  of 
commercial  men,  it  is  found  indispensable  t)^t 
some  system,  having  the  actual  effect  of  a  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  should  bo  adopted.    Coj 
gress  does  not  seem  disposed  to  exerdite  its 
dispnted  power  of  establishing  such  a  syst 
for  the  whole  country,  by  law;  no  State 
establish  such  a  system,  except  to  a  partial 
tent;  and  most  of  the  States  nave  not  attempj 
ed  to  provide  any  at  all.    But  voluntary  t 
ments,  and  volnntary  discharges,  have 
Into  very  general  use,  from  the  absolute  net;t:s3iii 
of  the  case.     Individuals  thus  establish  rules  d 
distribution  of  effects,  end  for  the  discharge  froi 
debts,  for  themselves.    But  Government  has^ 
not  the  power  which  Ijelongs  thus  to  a  private .  i 
creditor.    The  Treasury  cannot  compromise  or  , ; 
discharge  the  debt,  in  any  case,  without  full    '\ 
payment.    Under  this  act,  as  to  past  obliga-     v 
tions,  it  will  possess  that  power ;  and  when  ita     ^ 
operation  aholl  have  been  seen  and  tried  by 
experience,  it  will  be  competent  to  Congress  to 
repeat  the  providon,  at  a  proper  time  hereafter, 
or  not  to  repeat  it,  as  its  wisdom  shall  see 
fit. 

As  I  do  not  anticipate  any  oinection  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  I  shall  no  lonf^r  press  a 
claim  on  that  time  and  that  attention  of  the 
Senate,  which  are  demanded  by  so  many  other 
urgent  snbjects.  I  wish,  however,  not  to  re- 
sume my  seat  before  I  express  my  sense  of  the 
obligation  which  the  public  is  under  to  the 
distinguished  gentleman  in  the  other  Honse, 
on  whom  it  devolved,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  there,  to  take  the  lead  in  this  measure. 
I  feel  that  he  has  rendered  a  substantial  service 
to  the  country ;  that  the  bill  which  he  has  ma- 
tured end  supported  through  the  House  to 
which  he  belongs,  will  be  a  Joyous  relief,  and  a 
great  blessing,  to  many  honest  and  valuable 
citizens ;  and  both  nsefnl  and  safe  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  am  happy  in  seconding  here  that 
which  he  has  so  well  sustained  elsewhere ;  and 
em  desirous,  for  one,  of  expresaiuig  my  thanka 
for  his  zealous  devotion  to  this  o^dbt,  and  his 
successful  lead  in  ita  accomplishment 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Setiring  of  tht  Vice  Pretident. 

The  YiOK  PsKsmnrr  having  stated  that  be 
should  not  again  attend  the  meetines  of  the 
Senate  at  the  present  session,  avulea  himself 
of  this  opportunity  of  wishing  the  Senators  a 
very  pleasant  return  to  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess. 


The  Yioi  Pbssubnt  having  retired  from  the 
ohair  of  preeidiDK  offloerj  tlie  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  election  <n  a  President  jnu  tam. 
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The  votes  were,  (fint  ballot;) 
for  Mr.  Smith,  of  HMrlind, 

Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hunpihire,  - 
Mr.  Tazewell,  of  Virpnia, 


Od  a  second  booting,  there  vere 

i    For  Mr.  Bmith,  of  Murland,  -  -  18 

i            Mr.  Taiewell,          .       -  -  9 

I           Mr.Bdl,         .       -        .  .  8 

i            Seattering,      ....  9 
On  a  third  baUoting  there  were 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Merjland,  -  -  16 

Mr.  Tazewell,  -       -       -  -  21 


So  Mr,  Tazbwell  waa  elected  President  pro 
•e  of  the  Senate. 


profeeston  of  his  siooere  distriist  of  hie  ability 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Chair  with  satis- 
factloD  to  himself  or  to  the  Senate,  begged  to 
be  eicdsed  from  accepting  the  honorable  sta- 
tion which  the  Senate  had  asaigned  to  him, 

Mr-  Wbbstbb  oipres»ed  bis  hope  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Tirginia  would  reeon- 
nder  his  dotennination,  and  wonid  not  be  ox- 
cosed  bam  the  dot;  to  which  the  Tote  of  the 
Genata  had  called  him. 

Mr.  TiLZB,  expresuug  his  high  respect  for 
his  colleagaej  and  declaring  that  he  himself, 
with  all  ue  eiaoere  respect  which  he  had  for 
his  oolleagne,  not  eipeotmg  ench  a  oonrse,  had 
voted  for  the  venerable  Senator  from  Maryland, 
and,  deairona  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  wiahes 
of  his  colleague,  moved  that  bia  colleague  be 
excused  from  serving  as  President  jira  Uiapore. 

Tha  Secretary  of  the  Senate  havmg  pot  the 
qneeUon  on  thu  moUon,  it  waa  decided  in  QiA 
affirmative,  by  20  votes  to  14. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  another  bal- 
loting for  Premdent  of  this  body ;  and  it  result- 
ed as  foUows : 

Fw  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  -  -  20 
Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampahire,  -  11 
Mr.  Rugglee,  of  Ohio,  -  -  i 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,     -        -      4 

60  Mr,  Shith,  of  Maryland,  was  elected  Pres- 
ident pn  temport  of  the  Senate ;  and,  being 
coDdnoted  to  the  chair,  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  tiie  honor  which  he  sud  he  was  sat- 
iifled  was  paid  rather  to  hu  age  than  to  bia 
ability,  and  said  that  the  only  return  be  eonld 
make,  would  be  to  devote  his  best  ability  to 
the  proper  despatch  of  the  bnsinees  before  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  deapstoh 
of  a  variety  of  bosiness,  of  wluoh  the  following 
was  the  most  prominent : 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  In^an 
treaties  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  QamtDTg  it  waa  amended  by  striking 
ont  the  cltuise  which  provides  for  taking  the 
nm  appropriated  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
ChocUw  treaty,  from  the  fiind  of  (000,000  last 
year  qtpropriated  for  the  r^oval  of  the  Sonth- 
em  Iniuana,  and  the  expense  of  carryiDg  into 


effect  that  treaty  waa  ordered  to  be  pud  oat  of 
any  money  in  Qie  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. Thna  amended,  it  waa  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill  were  all  agreed  to,  with  the  exception 
of  that  which  goes  to  strike  ont  the  clause  in- 
serted on  tiie  motionu  of  Mr.  Ktin  and  Mr. 
T^LBB,  and  inserting  |I5,000  for  tiie  servloea 
of  the  commissioners  employed  to  oouolude  tiie 
treaty  with  the  Snblime  Forte. 

A  variety  of  motions  were  made  on  this  snb- 
Jeot,  several  points  of  order  were  discussed,  and 
then  some  remarks  were  made  on  the  oonHtitti- 
tionality  of  the  appointment  of  the  commis- 
sioners. The  effect  that  the  amendment  of  the 
House  wonld  have,  as  preventing  the  Senate 
from  expressing  their  disapprolmtion  of  the 
oourae  of  the  Eiecntive,  was  also  spoken  o^  ' 
when,  finally,  the  Senate  refused  to  agree  to 
tbe  Bmaodment,  and  ^pointed  a  Committee  of 
Conference  on  ita  part,  oonsisting  of  Messrs. 
Taekwxu.,  WanaraK,  and  Kino,  to  meet  con- 
ferees to  be  appointed  by  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Tbe  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


Wbdkmd*t,  March  2. 
Claim  ofjamet  Monroe. 

Mr.  HiYinc  scud  he  was  about  to  make  a  mo- 
tion— such  a  one  as  he  seldom  made,  and  to 
which  he  was  in  general  opposed — a  motion 
which  would  have  been  unnecessary,  if  the  bill 
bad  been  suffered  to  come  up  in  its  order,  bat 
which  bad  been  prevented  by  tbe  many  mo- 
tions made  by  gentlemen  to  taie  np  bills  ont  at 
their  order — and  that  was,  to  take  np  the  bUl 
for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe. 

The  motion  prevailed — yeas  25. 

The  motion  to  amend,  heretofore  sobmitted, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  words  "  for  pnblio 
services,  losses,  and  saorifioee,"  was,  on  motiiui 
of  Mr.  HaiHX,  disagreed  to,  to  save  time. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  Fobstth 
and  Mr.  Bbu, 

Mr.  LiviNOBTOR  stud  he  would  premise  what 
he  had  to  say  on  thia  aubject  by  a  declaration 
that  he  intended  to  vote  for  tiie  bill  1  am 
obliged,  sajd  he,  in'  this  ease,  as  all  of  us  must, 
for  the  most  i^rt,  in  cases  of  clsima  for  ser- 
vices, or  the  settlement  of  aoconnts,  to  trust 
very  much  to  the  investigation  made  by  our 
committees,  and  to  the  correctness  of  their  re- 

Sorta.  Were  each  member  to  investigate  the 
Bt^ls  of  the  nomeroas  cases  that  come  before 
us,  we  should  spend  all  our  time  in  this  exam- 
ination, and  then  do  the  bnsiness  imperfectly, 
leaving  no  time  for  attention  to  the  great  inter- 
eats  of  the  nation.  In  this  ease,  a  committee  of 
the  other  House,  that  Honse  itself,  and  our  own 
oonuuittee,  have  informed  ns  that  Mr.  Monroe 
has  an  equitable  claim  on  the  nation :  and  they 
propose  that  the  amount  of  this  claim  shall  M 
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settled  \>j  oar  acoonnting  offloera  on  eqmtable 
priDoiplea.  I  must  believe,  therefore,  tbat 
something  is  dne,  and  therefore  Till  vote  for 
the  bill.  Bat,  air,  a  private  duty  wbioh  I  owe 
to  the  memory  or  a  very  Dear  and  Tery  dear 
relative,  a  publio  duty  to  a  BtatwmBa  who  bad 
no  incoDBiderable  share  in  the  eetabttshment  of 
onr  iDdependenae,  who  was  one  of  tbe  commit- 
tee wbion  saaoCioned  tbe  declaration  that  pro- 
claimed it  to  tbe  world,  aod  whose  sabseqiAnt 
life  was  a  series  of  important  services  to  his 
oouitry :  these  duties  oblige  me  to  notice  ad 
Attempt  to  deprive  him  of  tbe  credit  of  one  uf 
the  moat  important  of  thorn  services.  Among 
tbe  clums  woioh  Mr.  Uonroe  iirgee  to  the  grat- 
itude of  tbe  conntry,  is  the  acquisition  of  Louis- 
iana to  tbe  Union.  Forgetting  the  sgenoy  of 
bis  colleagne,  scarcely  meationu^  him,  except 
only  to  say  that  be  bad  the  merit  of  agreeing 
-  widi  bim,  (Mr,  M.,)  he  directly 


arrival;  intimating  clearly  that  it  was  bis 
agency  alone  which  produced  tbe  important  re- 
sult. I  beg  leave,  sir,  in  order  to  teat  the  Jos- 
tioe  of  this  pretension,  to  advert  to  the  history 
of  this  transaction. 


aeranffed  finances  of  tbe  republic  rendered  it 
very  cufBcolt  for  them  to  procure  the  means  of 
dlsdiarging  them.  Tbe  first  part  of  the  year 
1809  was  spent  by  our  Uinistcr  in  unceasing 
hot  frnitleas  attempts  to  procore  the  Justice  doe 
to  onr  citisens.  Other  causes  soon  combined  to 
gWe  a  more  importsut  torn  to  the  negotiation. 
The  sospennoa  of  the  riglit  of  deposit  at  New 
Orleans  excited  a  just  and  violent  sensation  in 
the  western  country.  Its  citizens  coold  scsroely 
be  reatrtined  from  marching  down,  and  securing 
by  force  of  arms  the  tna  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, so  essential  to  their  commerce.  About 
tbe  same  time,  Mr,  Boss,  a  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, made  a  formal  proposal  to  authorize 
tbe  President  to  take  posseasion  of  New  Or- 
leans: A  measure  which  it  was  thought  more 
urgent,  becanse,  aboat  this  time,  May,  1802,  it 
was  known  in  the  United  States  that  Spun 
bad,  in  the  preceding  year,  ceded  Loniriana  to 
Prance.  And  it  was  feared  that  if  a  war  broke 
OQt  agdn  (wbioh  was  apprehended,  and  shortly 
after  h^pened)  between  that  power  and  Eng- 
land, this  last  power  woold  make  a  conquest 
of  it,  and  thus  enclose  as  on  onr  whole 
froDtier.  Instmctions  were  therefore  sent  to 
Mr,  Livingston,  to  endeavor  to  purchase  New 
Orieons  and  the  Floridss  for  a  price,  of  which 
the  payment  of  the  debt  dne  to  onr  citizens 
WAS  to  form  a  part  In  obedience  to  these  in- 
structions, Mr.  Livingston  tnmed  bis  whole  at- 
tention to  tbe  aooomplisbment  of  this  great  ob- 
ject. While  urging  on  the  one  band  tbe  pay- 
ment of  Qie  debt,  on  the  other  he  was  endeav- 


oring to  demonsbvte  the  policy  of  making  the 
cesrion  to  the  United  States,  not  only  as  the 
means  of  dfschai^g  the  dums  of  onr  citi- 
zens, bnt  as  tbe  only  mode  of  preventiog  Great 
Britwn  from  acquiring  that  valuable  colony. 
In  a  memoir  which  be  published  in  DeoemWi 
he  not  only  insisted  on  these  topics,  bnt  showea 
tbe  advantage  to  France  of  encouraging  the 
commerce  and  naval  power  of  the  Uoilted 
States,  by  the  same  act  which  would  pre-rsnt 
tbe  rapid  accession  to  those  of  the  rival  *>of 

In  February,  of  the  year  1808,  finding  tlMt 
be  coold  get  no  explicit  answer  fram  the  JUm.- 
istry  of  Irence,  he  took  s  step  dictated  by  Ja 
dose  study  of  the  character  <rf  the  extraordt 
nary  man  who  as  Firat  CoubdI  then  directem 
the  affairs  of  France.  Qnitting  the  establisbcdl 
form  of  communication,  be  addressed  a  letter  I 
directly  to  tbe  First  Consul  himself  appe^ing  * 
to  bis  honor  as  a  soldier,  and  persoiul  sense  ol 
Justice,  for  the  performance  of  a  treaty  he  bim-  t 
self  had  made.  This  bold  proceeding  had  its  ' 
effect.  An  answer  was  ^ven,  poeitivdy  prom- 
ising a  prompt  liquidation  and  payment  t^  the 
claims.  To  give  greater  effect  to  this  promise, 
and  increase  the  obligation  of  performing  it, 
the  contents  of  the  answer  were  immediately 
commnnieated  to  tbe  agents  of  the  clairaants 
at  Paris ;  they  were  advised  not  to  dispose  of 
their  cl^ins,  and  tald  that  they  might  rely  on 
tbe  word  of  the  First  OonsnL  This  waa  done, 
with  a  knowledge  that  no  other  means  could 
be  found  by  France  for  discharging  tbe  debt, 
bnt  tbe  cesmon  of, New  Orleans.  In  the  mean 
timcL  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  appointed  on  a 
q)ecial  mission  to  effect  the  same  object.  His 
iurival  was  exoecled  about  tbe  beginning  of 
April,  and,  so  lar  from  expediting,  wonld,  by 
waiting  for  bis  arrivsl,  have  delayed  the  termi- 
nation of  onr  dilBculties,  but  for  tbe  ooncnr- 
a  of  events  which  brought  tbe  matter  to  a 
condnmon  in  tbe  mind  of  tiie  First  CobbuI  be- 
fore Mr.  Monroe  bad  set  bis  foot  in  Paris.  A 
history  lately  published  by  M.  de  Uarbois,  one 
of  the  confidential  UiniHt«ra  of  Napoleon,  hss 
raised  tbe  curtain,  and  exhibited  tb  na  what 
passed  in  his  cabinet  on  this  snbject.  On  ths 
lOtb  April,  two  days  before  Mr.  Monroe's  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  this  important  council  was  held. 
Ixmisians,  althongb  (wded,  bad  not  yet  been 
delivered  to  France.  The  stipulations  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens  had  not  been  pertbrmsd;  a 
renewal  of  hostilities  was  duly  qtprebended, 
and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  those  hostilities  was 
expected  to  be  tbe  seizure  ot  Lonisiana  by  tbe 
British.  France,  too,  wanted  money  for  carrying 
on  the  war ;  and  the  First  Oonsnl  was  prMsed 
for  the  performance  of  his  promise  to  pay  tbe 
AmericAD  debt.  Under  these  oironm  stances, 
he  submitted  to  the  two  connsellors,  on  the  day 
I  have  named,  the  question,  whether  it  would 
be  most  expedient  to  transfer  Lonisiana  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  send  on  the  expeditim 
which  had  been  wepared  to  take  posNesieih 
and  to  riak  the  sAwqnent  oonqoeat  of  it  by 
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Hii  two  oouuellon  took  different 
ridan  of  this  qnestioat  their  arKuments  ar« 
fprma  in  detail  dj  the  hiBtoriao,  woo  was  bim- 
KJf  <Hie  of  them,  aod  who  advocated  the  cee- 
aoa.     The  deliberatioDB,  he  teUs  lu,  coutinaed 

Slate  in  th»  nieht  At  daybreak  on  the 
rmng  of'  the  lltB,  he  anmmoned  M.  Marbois 
t^  hear  and  eiecate  his  deaiaion  ■  he  gave  it  In 
words :  "  Irreaolntion  ana  deUber^ion 
o  k>nger  ta  season.  I  renonnce  Loaisiana. 
DDt  only  New  Orleans  that  I  will  cede ;  it 
I  the  whole  colony,  without  any  reservation. 
I  know  the  price  of  what  I  abandon.  I  re- 
onoe  it  with  the  greatest  regret :  to  attempt 
atinately  to  reliun  it,  woold  be  folly.  I  ai- 
/rent  jrou  to  negotiate  this  aflUr  with  the  envoys 
/  of  the  Uoited  StatM ;  do  not  even  wait  the  ar- 
'  rival  of  Hr.  Monroe ;  have  an  interview  this 
very  day  with  Hr.  Livingston.  Bat  I  require 
'  a  great  deal  of  money  for  tiiis  war,  and  I  wonld 
not  Uke  to  oonuneQae  it  with  new  oontribntion. 
I  will  be  moderate,  in  consideration  of  the  ne- 
CBBRtj  in  wliioh  1  am  of  m^bing  the  rale,  bnt 
keep  this  to  yonrself ;  I  want  fifty  millions  of 
livrea,  and  for  leas  than  that  I  will  not  treat" 
On  tiiut  very  day  H.  Uarbois  did  make  tb« 
overture  to  Mr.  llvingston,  the  prioe  was  dis- 
eoBsed;  biit,of  oonne, Mr. LiTingsbm, knowing 
that  Mr.  Monroe  was  joined  with  him  in  the 
miiuon,  and  that  he  had  arrived  at  Havre,  conid 
But  oonelnde  any  thing  nntil  hia  arrival;  he 
had  another  conference  on  the  18th  fbefore  Mr. 
Monroe  had  been  presented)  with  M.  Marbois, 
wiUi  whom  he  had  tteen  oa  a  footing  of  inti- 
inac7  of  as  old  a  date  as  the  revolationar?  war, 
when  lb.  Livingston  was  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  M.  Marbois  held  a  diplomalio  em- 
ployment to  the  old  Congress,  which  consider- 
ably famlitated  their  interconrse  on  the  present 
oooarioa.  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  on  the  13tti, 
and  aooiL  after  joined  his  eolleagne  in  the  nego- 
ttathm ;  and  the  treaty  was  d^ed  on  the  80th 
ofApriL 

Two  oiromnstanoes  are  remarkable  in  this 
tniuaotioD ;  first,  that  the  argninenta  employed 
ia  the  consultation  of  the  First  Oonsol's  cabinet 
in  ftvor  of  the  cession  are  precisely  those  sng- 
gcated  by  Hr.  liviogaton  In  his  memoir  of  De- 
cember, 1802,  and  expressed  in  nearly  the  same 
language;  the  other,  that  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Mtmroe,  and  the  part  be  took  in  the  nesotia- 
tion,  did  not  change  an  item  in  the  propositions 
made  by  the  Elrat  ConsnL 

Two  ^ings  are  addnoed,  however,  as  proo^ 
that  Hr.  Livingaton  oonld  effftet  nothing  with- 
out the  aid  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  consequently, 
UM  all  thsamerit  of  the  oesaion  ia  dne  to  him. 
One  is,  a  private  letter  written  hastily  to  oon- 
mtnlate  him  on  his  arrival,  In  which  he  (Mr. 
L.)  speaks  donbtlngly  of  final  anccasa,  unless 
Mr.  Monroe  abonld  bring  the  account  of  Mr. 
Boss's  resolutions  having  passed,  and  says  they 
would  negotiate  to  much  better  efiect  with 
New  Orieans  in  onr  posaession;  and  most  nn- 
donbtedly  we  shonld.  The  purchase  woold 
have  been  made  for  half  the  prioe.     Bat  it 


mnst  he  remarked  that  this  letter  was  written 
on  the  morning  of  the  lOtb,  before  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  the  result  of  the  Conaurs  cab- 
inet council  was  taken.  Bat,  in  this  very  let- 
ter, Hr.  Livingston  tells  his  colleague  he  had 
paved  the  waj  for  him.  What  did  be  mean  by 
this,  if  he  had  lost  all  hope!      ' 

It  is  said,  too,  that  this  same  language  was 
repeated  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  that  it 
waa  recorded  in  Mr.  Monroe's  journal.  There 
is  sometliing  that  always  struck  me  as  singnlar 
in  thus  rcHiM^ing  what  was  said  in  a  friendly 
visit  made  at  the  moment  of  hia  arrival.  Whf 
was  this  treasured  np,  even  if  it  was  rightly 
apprehended  I  But,  nt,  there  was  evident 
misapprehenrion  or  inaccurat^ ;  for  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston could  not,  on  the  liut,  at  night,  have 
used  this  language,  when  he  had  the  d^  before 
received  the  overtures  from  M.  Marbois.  and 
even  disonssed  the  price.  He  very  probably 
did  repeat  that  they  would  have  negotiated  to 
greater  advantage  if  New  Orleans  had  been 
taken ;  and  is  it  not  probable,  too,  that  be 
might  not  think  it  prudent  to  express  what  he 
re^y  thousht  in  the  presence  of  a  young  geo- 
Ueman  he  did  not  know,  and  of  whose  discre- 
tion he  could  not  be  assured,  and  that  he  re- 
served the  communication  of  the  overtures  that 
had  been  made  U>  him  for  a  fitter  occasion  )  It 
is  aud,  indeed,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  over- 
tares  to  have  been  sincere ;  bnt  whether  he 
thought  so  or  not,  he  would  have  been  bound 
to  oommnnicate  them  to  Mr.  Monroe ;  and  his 
not  doing  bo  on  that  occasion  gives  fftrce  to  the 
conjecture  that  he  was  restruned  by  the  pree- 
enoe  of  a  third  person,  and  used  vague  ezprea- 
siona,  which  were  not  accurately  rendered  in 
tranaferrins  them  to  the  Journal.  But  Marbois, 
it  ia  said,  also  thought  that  Mr.  Livingston  was 
suspicious  of  the  siuoerity  of  the  offers;  but 
for  this  arfpiment  it  unfortunately  happens  that 
M.  Marbois  takes  his  fact  from  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  quotes  his  memoir  for  his  authority ;  so 
that,  in  relying  oa  Marbois's  authority,  Mr. 
Monroe  only  quotes  his  own. 

But  whatever  were  Mr.  Livingston'a  imprea- 
sionsj  they  conld  not  alter  the  facte,  that  the 
decision  to  cede  LouisiaiM  was  taken  two  days 
before  Hr.  Monroe  arrived  in  Parts,  and  that 
decision  made  under  the  preasnre  of  canses 
which  Mr.  Monroe  had  no  snare  in  produdng, 
and  of  whicli  he  was  totally  ignorant— that  the 
oeasion  woold  have  been  made  if  he  had  never 
arrived — that  the  conditions  even  were  not 
modified  by  hia  interference.  The  sale  of  the 
whole  province  being  reaolved  on,  instead  of 
the  part  for  which  he  came  to  treat,  and  the 

Srice  fixed  by  the  First  Consul  on  the  llth,  be- 
>re  his  arrival,  being  that  which  was  agreed 
upon  alterwards,  his  merit  consists  in  having 
agreed  with  hia  colleague  in  exceeding  their  in- 
structions, and  taking  the  whole  instead  of 
part.  And  yet  he  assumes  to  himself  the  whole 
credit  of  the  treaty ;  makes  no  allowance  to 
the  memory  of  a  man,  to  whose  able  and  ia- 
borioos   nc^iation,  whatever  there  vaa  of 
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merit,  in  the  prepvatorf  steps  taken  to  enanre 
the  oesaion,  was  dne.  Near  two  years  of  nnre- 
mitting  eierdoQ  to  bring  about  ttuB  end  are 
OoDsidered  as  nothing  I  ilie  dilemma  to  which 
the  First  Consul  was  redaoed  by  his  renewed 


I  modea  of  negotiation — and  the  sugges- 
tion, urged  wltb  so  much  force  in  tihe  memoir 
of  the  prerions  December,  that  they  were  used 
as  argoinents,  and  had  tlieir  effect  in  bringing 
about  the  deoision  of  the  First  Conanl — all 
these  are  passed  over  in  ulence,  and  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  bare  weight  of  whose  name 
before  he  bad  arrived,  it  is  given  to  understand, 
had  more  more  weight  tiian  all  these ;  and  Mr. 
Livingston's  name  le  only  mentioned  to  give 
htm  the  great  merit  of  agreeing  with  bis  ool- 
lewae. 

Sir,  I  lament  that  Mr.  Monroe  ahonld  bave 
thought  it  necessary  to  pursue  (bis  coarse.  It 
is  onworthy  of  him,  ana  of  the  memory  of  a 
man  with  whonij  to  say  the  least,  he  woold  not 
have  lessened  himself  by  acknowledging  as  an 
eqnal.  Eis  course  has  obliged  me  to  make 
these  observations,  which,  I  repeat,  ere  not  in- 
tended to  iiynre  hie  oiaim  on  tiie  Jostioe  or 
gratitude  of  the  country.  My  duty  to  a  broth- 
er's memory  has  forced  from  me  these  explana- 
tions. I  know  the  value  he  placed  on  the  share 
he  bad  in  annexing  the  vast  territory  of  Lonis- 
iana  to  our  confederacy,  and  should  be  nn- 
worthy  o|  the  honor  of  my  relation  to  bim, 
nnfaithild  to  his  memory  and  ungratefiil  for  his 
fraternal  affection,  if  I  stood  by  u)d  silently 
permitted  any  one  to  assume  the  sole  credit 
of  it. 

1Vhat  I  have  eaii  is  not  intended  to  iijore 
any  clum  Mr.  Monroe  may  have  on  the  instioe 
of  the  country.  I  shoold  be  grieved  if  it  liad 
that  effect ;  nor  can  I  believe  it  possible  that  it 
ahonld. 

The  qnestion  was  tben  pnt  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  dedded  aa  fol- 
lows : 

TiAB. — Hessis.  Benton,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Chase, 
CUylOD,  Dudley,  FreUogbuysen,  Grnm^y,  Hajne, 
Hendricks,  Johnston,  Uvingston,  Marks,  Pt^dei- 
tor,  Robinson,  Seymour,  Klibee,  Spragne,  TsMwell, 
Tyler,  WiUey,  Woodbury— 28. 

Nats.— Hessrg.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Burnet,  Dick- 
erson,  EUis,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Iredetl,  Kane,  KcKinle; , 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Smltb  of  Uujland,  Troup— IS. 

The  bill  waa  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

THnBSDi.T,  March  8,  , 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohaxsbbs.  the  Eevent«enth 
Joint  mie  was  suspended  for  tnis  day,  so  far  as 
tespeota  those  biUs  which  have  paased  twth 
Honsea,  or  reqnire  for  their  final  passage  an  aa- 
■ent  ouy  to  amendment. 

Poit  Offiefi  Department. 
Mr.  Clayton,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  IGth  December  last,  to  inquire 


into  the  present  state  of  the  Post  OfSoe  De- 
partment, made  a  report^  ennmeratdug  oertaia 
papers  communicated  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
era!, which  he  waa  instructed  by  the  commit- 
tee to  move  to  have  printed.  The  printing  waa 
ordered. 

Mr.  CBAHBEse  presented  the  fotlowing  vM- 
morial  from  AbrEdiam  Bradley,  late  AaaiBtjyit. 
Postmaster  General;  * 

7b  the  Sonoraida  tki  Senate  of  the  UnUtd  BtaUt  .1 
The  memorial  of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  A««istauit 
Poamiaster  General,  moat  respeetfullj  raprJ»- 


kaoim  to  the  Senale,  presented  to  the  Prendent  ol\ 
the  Uniied  States  a  letter,  in  which,  among  etheorV 
thiag«,  be  staled  that  Mr.  Barry,  the  present  Poat-  \ 
master  General,  had  made  an  extra  aUoiraBoe  to  a     }  - 
Ur.  Harrill,  a  mail  contractor,  and  to  others,  as  this   /I 
memorialist  conceiTed,  ititbont  warrant  of  lav.  '\' 

A  copy  of  this  letter  having  been  called  for,  waa      \ 
presented  by  this  memorialist  to  the  present  Sielect 
Committee  of  the  Senale  on  the  Poat  Office  Pepart- 

Doring  the  last  Reaalon  of  Ceogress,  a  caD  waa 
made  on  that  department,  st  the  instance  of  ooe  of 
the  Senators  from  Ohio,  for  informa^n  relMive  Ut 
the  extra  allowances  which  had  been  made  te  niaH 


The  response  of  the  department  to  that  call  waa 
submitted  to  the  view  of  this  memorialist  as  contain- 
ing matters  in  which  he  was  deeply  coDcemed. 
Upon  eiomining  It  to  ascertaia  if  his  recollection 
of  Homill's  cose  was  correct,  he  was  unneasurably 
astonisbed  to  find  that  the  extra  allowance  was 
there  charged  to  have  been  made  by  hinL  acting  oa 
Poetmaater  GFeneral.  It  was  evident  ttun  the  doc- 
umeots  had  been  orfginaUj  diE^rent,  that  an  erasure 
had  been  mode,  and  the  name  of  this  memorialist 
inserted.  Induced  by  this  to  examine  further,  he 
found  tliat  forty-oine  eases  of  extra  allowonoe  wei« 
in  that  document  charged  to  have  been  made  bj 
him.  Thirt;-ux  of  these  were  similar  to  the  case 
of  Harroll ;  the  original  document  had  been  diu^ 
lated,  and  the  name  of  A.  Bradley,  Jr.,  acting  as 
Postmaster  General,  carefully  ioserted. 

This  memorialist  colled  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  these  circmnatancea,  as  evidence  nf  an  at- 
tempt to  impeach  his  teltimony,  and  to  load  his  of- 
ficial condoct  with  opprobrium,  being  public  doca- 
mentary  proof  from  the  boohs  of  the  department, 
that  he  had  squandered  the  public  funds  during  the 
few  dKys  be  bad  acted  as  PoetmoBter  General,  between 
the  10th  of  Marcb,  wbeu  Mr.  HoLean  leil  the  oOloa, 
and  the  fith  of  April,  when  Mr.  Barry  come  into  it, 
and  that,  in  order  to  screen  himsell^  be  luid  oliai^ed 
these  things  upon  the  latter  geotleinan.  Tlie  com- 
mittee kindly  authorized  a  sub-committee  to  ao- 
company  this  memorialist  to  the  dewtioent  yester- 
day, the  SBth  iestont,  to  asoerudn  whether  fate 
statements  were  correct.  Tour  memorialist  confi- 
dently appeals  to  those  gentlemen,  in  support  of  the 
fact,  that  it  satisbctorily  appeared  to  them,  that  in 
this  esse  of  HarroU's,  as  well  as  In  every  other  case 
but  one  in  which  an  erasure  had  been  made,  Ur. 
Barry  was  originally  and  properly  charged — and 
tliat  It  was  there  asserted  that  these  erasmes  had 
been  made  by  mistake,  and  his  name  inaeried  by 
mistake.  -  The  gentlemen  had  not  time  t«  punoe 
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tWr  hiqair;,  and  no  eiuniiutiOD  ma  made  iato 
ItoM  «uea  origiiuJiT  charged  M  jimi  memorialiit. 
In  vtiatarer  msoaer  tbewi  mntilatiou  of  Ib«  orig- 
iud  dacoment  ma;  have  oocarredi,  aod  these  &iIm 
amendmenU  to  it  made  b;  mutske  or  oot,  the  eOeot 
Dutbre,  if  it  goea  to  the  world,  to  iiuure,  if  oot  to 
'  ov,  a  reputktioa  upon  which  joor  meinorialist, 
Jnearlj  forty  years  pabUo  Berrice,  must  mainly 
Kirt.    The  Senate  bu,  ai  he  has  been 

,  _  reeled  thia  raport  to  be  printed. 

jf  thii  ihonld  b«  done,  and  it  ahonld,  with  all  iti 
■fthoodaaodiiynriaiia  teadency,  be  fpread  before 
«/peaple  imdar  the  Mnctioii  of  tba  Seeale  of  tbe 
onted  Statei^  your  nenorialtat  mbndts  that  neat 
uatice  m<ut  neceaearilj  follow  to  Un.  He  tbei«- 
«  ptaya  tbti  aach  order  may  be  taken  by  tbe  Sen- 


e  hia  right,  and  especially  preierre 
e  repaUdoB  which  docamente  pnbliahed  b;  the 
'aoAority  of  the  Senate  ahould  alwaya  ' "  * 


Ifr.  Cbuibsis  moved  that  the  order  for  the 
printing  of  the  report  referred  to  be  reaoiuded. 

Ur.  Gkcndt  thought  the  better  oooree  would 
be—the  right  way  to  do  jnstioe— to  print  Hie 
r^MHTt,  ud  anbjoin  to  it  the  memorial  of  Ur, 
Bradley,  and  the  ta*tiinony  of  MeMra.  Broim, 
Salter,  «t  ml. 

Vr.  Clattob,  ehkiniian  of  the  Select  Ocnn- 
■littee  to  whom  tlioee  docDmeots  had  been  re- 
ferred, rose,  «n4  obserred  that  they  were  Tory 
Tolnminona,  pnrporting  to  be  answera  to  the 
resolatioit  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  April  last, 
which  directed  the  Postmaster  QeDeral  to  re- 

Krt  "  eopiea  of  all  existing  oontrocta  made  by 
n  or  hid  predeoewoi  in  office,  on  which  al- 
lowucea  hare  been  made  for  Additional  ser- 
Ti«ea;  designating,  in  eaeh  caae,  how  mnch 
and  what  aiMitiooal  servicB  has  been  perform- 
«d,  and  by  whom  it  was  required,  and  deaig- 
nttiaR  alao  what  sam  has  beeo  allowed  in  each 
CMebr  BHoh  additional  service,  and  by  whom 
ft  wu  allowed."  The  answer  to  this  call  was 
kqit  back  nntil  about  Uie  10th  of  laat  month. 
Daring  the  debate  which  occnrred  here  on  the 
nscdaUiHi  of  Uie  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
aBonff  other  things  then  said,  I  complained  of 
tiiii  &Iay  aa  an  evidence  of  a  design  to  bofBo 
inquiry  into  the  concenis  of  tbe  department ; 
and,  alter  that,  the  report  called  for  in  April, 
1B30,  came  in.  It  ww  first  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  on  the  Post  Office,  ftl- 
thoo^  I  prayed  for  ita  refsreDoe  to  the  Beleot 
CommittAB,  to  whom  unquestionably,  aa  we 
now  Me,  it  properly  belonged.  The  standing 
eonnniuiee,  without  examination,  as  we  mnst 
mppoae,  feeommended  it  to  be  printed,  and  the 
Seute  ordered  it  to  be  printed.  After  this, 
and  abont  a  week  since,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Select  Oommittee.  They  examined  it,  and  have 
ascertained  that  In  thirty-six  cases  of  extra  al- 
lowance to  contractors  scattered  through  these 
doeaments,  embracing  some  of  tbe  gnHseat  vi- 
datioQS  of  the  law  in  granting  away  the  public 
BMHiey  to  mail  contraotwa,  the  allowaniMa  have 
kwn  &bely  wt  down,  aa  having  tieen  mode  by 


Abraham  Bradley,  as  acting  or  asHiatant  Post' 
master  Qeneral,  when,  in  Uiese  very  cases,  the 
allowances  were  actually  made  by  the  present 
Postmaster  Qeneral ;  and  for  the  truth  of  this 
I  refer  to  the  depoaition  of  Mr.  Bradley,  those 
of  the  clerks  in  the  department,  and  tbe  report 
itself  of  the  Poatmaster  Oeneral  in  answer  to 
the  call,  all  now  on  the  table  before  yon,  aa 
well  aa  to  the  statements  of  tbe  Senators  from 
Maine  and  Tennessee,  (Uessrs.  Houfis  and 
Obuitot,)  who  went  to  the  department  aa  k 
snb-oommitt«e,  by  onr  directioii,  to  ascertun 
the  facta.  These  documents,  in  each  of  these 
oaaeo,  exhibit  to  yonr  eye  palpable  erasures, 
where  the  name  of  "  WUIiam  T.  Barry,  Post- 
master QeneraV'  has  been  rubbed  out,  and  that 
of  "  Abraham  Bradley,  acting  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral," inserted.  The  result  of  the  examination 
was,  that  Ur.  Barry's  name  was  originally 
written  down  on  the  docomenta  as  the  person 
who  made  the  allowances,  according  to  the 
tmth— that  the  name  of  Hr.  Bradley  was  af- 
terwords inserted,  and  now  stands  in  each  of 
these  thirty-^  oases,  which,  call  them  fUse- 
hoods,  errors,  or  what  yon  please,  certainly 
misrepr««ent  the  fact.  Tlien  it  is  also  neces- 
sary to  state  that  the  letter  of  Abraham  Brad- 
ley to  the  Presideot,  which  was  read  in  the  de- 
ba(«  here  on  tbe  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
TenncMee,  charging  Mr.  Barry  with  gross  vio- 
lation of  the  law  in  some  of  these  cases,  (par- 
ticnlarly  in  the  case  of  the  South  Carolina  coo- 
tract,)  waa  written  more  than  a  year  ago,  and 
shortly  after  his  removal  from  office ;  that  this 
letter  bad  been  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Bradley  in  the 
committee ',  and  that  the  tendency  of  this  falai- 
ficatjon  of  the  documents,  if  undetected,  was 
to  convict  Mr.  Bradley  of  awearing  falsely, 
who,  in  saying  on  his  oath  that  the  Postmaster 
(Deoeral  made  the  allowances,  atated  the  exact 
tmth.  Sir,  I  have  bestowed  ranch  attention  oo 
these  papers,  and  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  these  are  all  the  miareprSBentationa  con- 
tained in  them.  They  are  enough,  however, 
to  induce  the  Senate,  both  in  Justice  to  its  own 
character,  and  the  reputation  of  an  eioellent 
citizen  and  on  innooent  man,  to  refuse  to  give 
any  publicity  to  documents  which  all  can  see, 
and  all  now  admit  to  be  spnrions  and  mutilated. 
If  they  be  printed  even  with  the  evidence 
which  proves  them  false,  still  injustice  may 
possibly  result  from  it;  for  it  will  appear  to 
the  world,  thai  the  Senate  had  some  confidence 
in  these  pliers ;  and  it  may  happen  that  those 
who  shall  hereafter  read  the  calnmny  will  not, 
among  such  a  mass  of  papers,  also  advert  to  the 
refutation  of  it.  At  the  time  these  papers 
were  sent  in,  Bradley  was  a  witness  against 
the  department,  and  under  examination  befbre 
tbe  oommittea.  AB  here  know  what  an  effort 
was  made  in  public  discusrion  to  impeach  his 
veracity,  and  I  trust  all  will  now  admit  how  en- 
tirely that  effort  failed.  But  I  will  not  stop  to 
inquire  into  the  motives  of  those  who  directed 
those  alterations  to  be  made.  With  motives 
we  have  now  nothing  to  do.    But  the  &ot  is 
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incontrovertible,  that  these  dootunenta  are  nn- 
vorth^  of  credit.  It  is  therefore  unworthy  of 
the  Seoate  to  publish  them,  anil  I  hope  the  or- 
der for  their  publication,  made  in  am  nnguBrded 
moment,  maj*  be  resclnoed. 

Mr.  Holmes  uid:  Ur.  Preddeat^  ha^ug 
been  seleoted  by  the  committee  oa  a  SDb-oom- 
mittee  with  the  Benator  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
the 


took  with  OS  the  witness  under  examination, 
and  proceeded  to  the  General  Post  Office,  We 
took  also  the  abstract  of  allowances,  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  This  abstract  was  obtained  by 
a  coU  made  oa  the  14th  of  April  last,  made  by  a 
Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  BoBNar,)  reqnirine, 
among  other  things,  information  of  extra  al- 
lowBooes  made  to  contractors,  and  for  what  ad- 
ditional servioe^  that  the  Senate  might  com* 
pare  the  valne  of  the  sernce  with  Oie  tma- 
pensation.  The  answer  to  this  call  did  not 
come  to  the  Senate  UDtil  the  10th  of  Febmary 
of  this  season,  near  nine  months.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfBce,  &c., 
and  by  them  returned  to  the  Senate  on  the  SSd, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  then  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry.  It  was  to- 
Ituninoos,  and  exceedbglyoooftiBed;  bnt  some 
n>embera  of  the  committee  discovered  at  once 
that  it  moat  be  erroneoDB,  to  say  the  leasL  The 
fact  is,  that  Mr.  McLean  left  the  department 
about  the  10th  of  March,  1829— that  Mr.  A. 
Bradley,  the  senior  assistant^  was  then  the 
acting  Postmaster  Qeneral,  as  loewn  tentn* 
from  that  time  imtil  the  7th  of  April,  less  than 
four  weeks.  Still,  within  that  time,  additional 
allowanoea  appeared  by  this  "  abstract "  to 
have  been  nutde,  of  abont  42,000  dollars. 
Upon  examining  this  "  abstract,"  it  appeared, 
moreover,  that  there  had  been  thirtj-six  eras- 
nres,  and  A.  Bradley's  name  inserted.  The  al- 
lowance to  Harrali  appeared  the  most  extraor- 
dinary. This  was  a  case  of  erasure.  It  seems 
that  Bradley  had,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1629, 
in  a  letter  to  the  President,  among  other  things, 
charged  Mr.  Barrj'  with  prodigality,  and  had 
instanced  this  allowance  to  Harrali.  Harrall's 
contract  was  for  carrying  the  mail  from  George- 
town to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  6,000 
doUara,  and  the  extra  allowance  was  1,992  dol- 
lars, about  thirty-three  per  cenLj  andthecanse 
alleged  was  two  hours'  expedition ;  the  law  al- 
lowing only  a  fro  rata  addition,  whioh  wonld 
have  Doeii  about  eisht  per  cent,  if  the  two 
hours'  expedition  had  been  required.  But  here 
iraaanotoer  error  in  the  abstract,  the  expedi- 
tion reqoired  being  only  one  and  a  half  hour. 

This  extravagance,  which  Bradley,  in  bia  let- 
ter to  the  President,  had  charged  npon  Bury, 
and  had  befbre  the  committee  verified  it  by  his 
oath,  Ban7  had,  in  an  official  communioation, 
chaiged  back  upon  Bradley.  The  reputation 
of  these  two  gentlemen  seemed,  therefore,  \o 
be  BO  deeply  involved,  that  it  became  the  dnty 
of  the  committee  to  asoertain  how  the  fact 
tiaa,  and  Uie  anh-oommittee  waa  aooordingiy 


tiffftanUA.  In  ptmoance  of  this  appointment, 
we  proceeded  to  the  department;  Mr.  Barry 
was  not  there;  we  inqoired  of  Mr.  Gardner, 
the  assistaat,  and  others,  for  the  persona  who 
made  ont  the  "  abstraots,"  and  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Dundas  wereintrodncied,  and,  after  a  prelim- 
inary examination,  were  sworn  and  t^tlfied. 
We  reonrred  to  the  erasnree,  and  askeaiwhst 
waa  erased  to  make  the  blanks  which  weremlled 
by  Mr,  Bradley's  name  t     They  answeredLMr. 


names  first  inserted  ?  Becaose  they  snppJnsd 
it  was  right ;  bat  Mr.  Brown,  by  order  of  qbe 
Postmaster  Oeneral,  as  be  said,  had  determini|ed 
otherwise,  and  directed  this  rule :  to  take  tli^e 
ledger,  and  look  at  the  aocoont  of  the  coif  - 
tractor  which  waa  adjnated  for  each  qnarter, 
and  if  the  credit  of  ue  allowanoe  at  the  «nd  \ 
of  the  quarter  is  carried  into  Bradley's  time,  \ 
charge  the  allowance  to  him.  It  appeared  that 
the  account  with  Harrali  was  adjoated  and  bal- 
anced to  the  end  of  the  anarter,  to  wit,  the  1st 
of  April ;  and,  as  Braoley  waa  then  acting 
Postmaster  QeneraJ,  this  allowance  was  cwise- 
qnently  charged  to  him.     I  inquired  if  thia 

Siarter's  account  was  adjusted  and  balanced  «t 
e  time  it  beare  date  ?  The  answer  waa,  no ; 
aod  not,  probably,  until  June.  Whether,  if  the 
allowance  had  be«n  made  between  the  1st  tA 
April  (the  end  of  the  qoarter)  and  Jnne,  the 
time  of  actnal  adiastnent,  it  would  have  been 
carried  to  HarralTs  credit  in  that  qnartert  The 
answer  was,  that  it  would.  Do  not  you,  then, 
we  asked,  see  the  fallacy  of  yonr  rule  in  prov- 
ing who  was  the  Postmaster  General  who  made 
the  allowance)  Your  quarter  closed  cm  the 
1st  of  April,  and  Bradley's  fonctions  ceased  on 
the  7th,  and  your  adjustment  of  the  quarter 
waa  made  aa  the  first  of  Jane.  If  this  allov- 
anoe  had  been  made  any  time  between  the  7th 
of  April  and  Ist  of  June,  and  yon  bad  carried 
it  back  to  the  Ist  of  April,  do  yon  not  see  that 
yon  fix  on  Bradley  an  allowance  made  by  Bar- 
ry! Bring  yonr  original  entiy,  where,  con- 
cerning thia  allowance,  yon  first  pnt  pwt  to  p«- 
Ser,  no  matter  what  is  the  name  of  the  book  or 
ocument.  They  brought  "the  cash  book;" 
there  the  allowance  waa  stated,  and  the  time 
for  whioh  it  was  made^  but  not  when  the  de- 
cision was  made.  Bnt  I  perceived,  in  a  small 
note  in  rod  ink,  "  see  letter  of  18th  ApriL"  I 
demanded  the  letter,  and  it  was  1»vngnt ;  and, 
behold,  it  waa  a  letter  of  Phineas  Bradley  to 
Harrali,  six  days  after  Abraham's  fimctiona 
had  ceased,  stating  that  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral (Barry)  had  examined  his  elum  for  exti» 
compenaation,  and  had  directed  him  to  pass  Um 
som  of  1,992  60  per  annum  to  his  credit,  as 
extra  allowanoe.  Here  the  thing  was  aetUed. 
The  charge  of  Bradley  to  the  PreMden^  of 
Barry's  extra  allowance,  was  true ;  the  attempt 
in  Barry's  official  report  to  shoulder  it  off  on 
Bradley  was  entirely  defeated.  The  Assistaat 
Postmaster  General,  Gardner,  and  Chief  ClerL 
Brown,  were  forced  to  admit  the  error,  and 
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that  the  mle  irhiah  had  fixed  about  $40,000  of 
allowanoeB  upon  Bradlej,  took  these  allowanoes 
frran  hbsLeao,  but  obiefly  trom  Btrrj,  where 
the7  In  fbct  bdoDged,  and  obaTved  them  apon 
Bridli^j,  vhere  they  did  not  bdong.  It  was 
atraide,  bdeed,  that  thto  abatnct  ahoold  have 
beeii,7at  fint,  made  oat  oorreetly,  and  that  Ho- 
LeaD/and  Barry's  names  ahonld  have  been  im- 
proMerlf  erased  and  Bradlej'a  iioproperiy  in- 
sertfd.  Nov,  it  is  Dot  to  be  presumed  that 
tiMfte  (0  gnytae  those  presented  bj  Bradley 
to /the  Preaident  of  the  Daited  States,  in  his 
1eMt«r  of  the  ITth  of  Ootober,  were  never  oom- 
ntunicated  to  the  Poetmaster  General.  Mr. 
MTftdler  had  been  an  Asriatant  FoatmaBter  Gen- 
j4ra]  ftill  thirty  yeara,  and,  in  all  that  time,  had 
.  maintained  an  irreproaohable  character.  He 
bad  been  removed  withont  bring  permitted  to 
know  the  canse.  One  of  tiie  charges  (to  wit, 
prodigality)  which  he  preftra  agdnat  the  Post- 
nuHterGener^  (Barry  ,)is  attempted  to  be  idionl- 
dored  off  on  him.  This  the  witness  declares  on 
oath  was  the  act  of  Barry  himself^  and  proves 
ft  in  the  way  I  have  stated. 

The  depositions  of  Brown,  Dnndas,  Taylor, 
Sntter,  and  Gardner,  admit  the  misrepreaenta- 
laoa  in  this  "abstract;"  but  "it  is  an  ianooent 
mistake."  It  may  be  so,  and  we  wish,  in  all 
eharity,.that  we  had  better  grounds  to  presnme 
It.  This  "  abstract "  is  neither  an  original  rec- 
tH^  nor  a  copy  from  any  record.  It  Btates 
briefly  in  each  case  the  amoant  of  the  contract, 
the  name  of  the  contractor,  the  amount  of  the 
extra  allowance,  and  for  what  time.  It  is 
neither  an  extract  nor  abstract  from  any  reo- 
ord  or  docnment.  It  is  rather  a  compuation 
of  theae  facts  front  the  letters,  the  casa  book, 
and  the  ledger.  It  seems  singnlar  that  there  is 
no  direct  record  of  the  time  when  theee  allow- 
ances were  grant«d.  Bttt,  nevertheless,  it  hap- 
pended  in  this  case  that  the  anbordinate  officers 
funnd  no  difficulty  in  ascerbuniog  which  Post- 
master  General  did  make  the  allowances ;  and 
nothbig  bnt  the  rale  promulgated  by  ICr.  O.  B. 
Brown  changed  the  right  into  a  wrong.  Now, 
it  would  seem  that  a  rale  so  utterly  falladoiiB 
as  this,  would  operate  sometimes  for,  and  some- 
times  agunst^  Hr.  Bradley ;  bnt  this  l^sta'ange 
to  tell)  operated  in  every  case  ag^nst  him,  and 
fixed  upon  htm  the  most  nnmerons  and  extrav- 
agant extra  allowances  that  were  ever  made  in 
twico  that  distaooe  of  time.  Oonsidering, 
'tiierefore,  that  Mr.  Barry  had  been,  long,  before 
this,  presented  to  the  President  for  extrava- 
gance in  these  allawanc«a ;  that  his  answer  to 
a  call  from  the  Senate  had  been  a]t«red,  by 
eraBHrea,  so  as  to  remove  this  obarge  from  him, 
and  fix  it  on  Bradley  ;  that  the  nlsity  of  the 
official  docnraent  had  been  detected,  and  ao- 
knowledged  by  the  officers  who  hove  the  chief 
management  of  the  department;  it  la  for  the 
pnblie  to  decide  whether  snoh  errors  in  soch  a 
department,  which  oomMoe  to  deatroy  the  fur 
bine  of  a  worthy  and  highly  diatingniahed  dt- 
tzen,  are  to  be  aooribed  to  gross  ignwanoe  or 
bue  design. 


From  an  the  evidenoe  which  we  obtained 
trom  the  department,  it  wontd  seem  that,  in 
leaa  than  fonr  weeks,  Mr.  Bradley  is  made  to 
have  given  extra  allowances  in  forty-sevNi 
caaee ;  in  thirty-ux  of  which  Mr.  McLtMUi  and 
Barry  were  rightly  charged,  hnt  their  names 
were  erased,  and  Bradley  s  wrangfiilly  inserted. 
It  appears  further,  that  thongh  the  call  as  to 
theee  extra  allowances,  which  was  mode  nine 
months  before  it  was  answered,  extended  also 
to  the  reasons  or  consideration  for  them,  yet  in 
very  few  instances  has  the  reason  or  oonrid- 
eration  been  given ;  and  in  some  it  is  fonnd 
that  it  has  been  erroneoasly  ^ven.  In  this 
very  case  of  Harrall,  all  that  is  pretended  to 
have  been  gained  for  thia  %\,Wi  per  annom,  is 
expediting^  two  hours  in  twenty-fonr,  whidi, 
np(Hi  inqniry,  turns  ont  to  be  hot  an  honr  and 
a  half.  In  the  short  time  that  this  maaa  of 
matter  has  been  befbre  na,  we  have  discovered 
enough  to  convince  me  tliat  this  mutilated, 
mangled,  perverted  doonment  never  onght  to 
go  to  the  pnblio  with  the  saneiion  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Senator  fVom  Tennessee  soggeats  that 
the  petition  and  this  document  may  Iwth  be 
pnbluhed.  Bnt  the  oommittee  know  that  the 
petition  is  tnie  and  the  docimient  is  not.  Shall 
we,  then,  give  currency  to  ofBoial  alander 
agunst  a  citizen  who  has  served  yon  near  fcniy 
years  with  distinguished  ability  and  stem  in- 
tegrity t  K  his  faithful  services  could  not  save 
him  from  a  relentless  proscription,  but  he  most 
be  cast  upon  the  world  in  the  evening  of  his 
days,  penniless,  and  without  employ,  surely  we 
will  not  give  currency  to  that  which,  if  true, 
would  conrign  him  to  infamy,  hot  which  we 
know  ia  a  groas  fabrication.    If  yon  will  oon- 


this  resolutjoD  in  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  each 
page,whioh  shall  oontiun  an  erasure,  the  anti- 
dote would  then  go  with  the  poison,  and  no 
harm  would  be  done.  But,  as  it  is,  I  protest 
against  such  ii^ustice. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  suspending  the 
printing,  uid  determinea  in  the  affirmative, 

FmoI  CotU. 

Mr.  LtmniMOK,  of  Louisiana,  said,  it  would 

be  remembered,  that,  on  the  last  di^  of  the 

last  session,  he  had  laid  on  the  table  a  hill  to 

establish  a  system  of  penal   law,  with    the 


time  occupied  by  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
dnrmg  the  tiegioning,  and  the  extraordinary 
press  of  bnslness  during  the  remtunder  of  the 
session,  concurred  with  other  circumstances  in 
preventing  him  ttara  bringing  it  up.  Among 
them  was  a  proposition  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  frame  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District 
of  Columbia;  for  that  part  of  which,  relating 
to  penal  law,  this  system  forme  an  important 
point.  That  proportion  having,  within  a  few 
days,  fuled,  Mr.  L,  said  be  woiUd  now,  in  pnr- 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Serat*.]  CUm  of. 

aiunoe  of  notice  given  on  a  former  dsj,  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bUL  It  wu  bis  inten- 
tion, hod  time  permitted,  to  have  developed  the 
principles  of  tbe  bill,  some  of  whioh  voold  be 
found  ertremelj-  important.  Under  present 
oircnmstancea,  he  would  confine  himself  to  aaj- 
ing  that  it  Isid  down  general  principles  appli- 
cable to  the  snbject,  provided  for  the  case  of 
those  general  acts  vhich  ought  to  be  ponishahle 
under  the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Gov- 
ermnent,  in  whatever  part  of  the  United  States 
they  may  Ik  committed,  and  those  which  maj 
be  committed  in  places  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  inclading,  of 
course,  the  Bistrict  of  Coinmbia — that  it  ac- 
curately defined  all  offences,  provided  as  well 
for  their  prevention'as  their  panishment — in- 
dodee  a  complete  system  of  procedure — a  code 
of  prison  discipline,  and  a  boolc  of  definitdons, 
explaining  all  the  technical  words  need  in  every 

Eart  of  U)e  system.  He  would  mention  two 
nportont  features  in  the  plan — the  one  was, 
providing,  by  positive  law,  ibr  defining  and 
punishing  ofi*ences  agunst  the  laws  of  nations, 
and,  among  them,  some  which  hod  hitherto  been 
left  without  any  sanction ;  sach  as  offences 
against  that  law  which  regnlated,  in  modem 
timed,  the  condnet  of  civilized  nations  with 
respect  to  each  other  in  time  of  war  as  well  as 
of  peace.  As  these  were  entirely  new,  Hr.  L. 
eaia  he  wished,  when  the  document  was  put ' 


one  moat  important  iirinciple  which  pervades  the 
wliole — the  total  aoolitjon  of  the  punishment 
of  death.    To  this  be  invited  the  Senators  to 

E've  a  moat  serious  reflection,  that  they  might 
I  prepared  to  meet  the  discnssion  which  he 
a]iould  think  it  a  duty  to  invite  at  the  next 
eefasion. 

Having  been  prevented,  by  the  reasons  which 
be  had  mentioned,  from  eiplainmg  the  pro- 
vinooa  of  the  eystem  in  an  address  to  the  Ben- 
ate,  he  would  anpply  it  by  an  introductory  report 
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whioh  would  be  delivered  to  the  members  of 
both  Houses,  tt^ther  with  the  system.  Hr. 
L.  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
which  was  granted. 

Ifr.  RoBBiira  said  that  he  held  a  document  on 
the  subjeot  of  the  abolition  of  the  ponisiimcnt 
of  death,  which  he  thonght  woald  be  verty  use- 
ful to  ^e  Senate  in  forming  an  opinion  on  that 
snbject.  It  consisted  of  extracts  from  reborts 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  ^nisiana  b^  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  which  had  been  Uuely 
republished  in  Pennsylvania.  He  moved  fhA 
it  mi^t  be  printed ;  which  was  ordered.      \ 

On  motion -of  Mr.  Woodbvbt,  the  Senitto      ' 
then  went  into  executive  bosiness,  and  satwiU 
closed  doors  till  four  o'clock,  when  they  took  k 
recess  till  aix.  \ 

■TKiniia  BUBioir,  ) 

The  Senate  re-assembled  at  six  o'dock,  and   { 
immediately  went  into  the  con^eration  of 
executive  business,  and  sat  with  closed  doorx      i 
nntil  half  past  seven.  \ 

Messrs.  WooDBVBT  and  BunsKT  were  then  1 
appointed  a  committee,  to  Join  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representativaa,  to 
wwt  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that,  unless  he  had  some  fHirther 
commnnicaUona  to  make  to  that  body,  it  was 
ready  to  adjourn. 

The  committee  soon  after  returned,  and  not!-, 
fied  the  Senate  that  the  committee  had  attend- 
ed to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
President  informed  them  he  had  no  farther  oom- 

On  motion, 

OnUnd,  That  ths  SeoreUry  noUfj  the  Boose  of 
RepreBentatires  that  the  &en>t«,  barinj  concluded 
the  legislative  buainesa  before  it,  are  now  ready  lo 
a<lioutn. 

The  Secretary  having  returned. 

The  Pbebisbnt pro.  t«tn.  adjourned  the  Senate 
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M(m>JkT,  Deoember  6,  IBEO.  , 

At  13  o'clock  precise!;,  the  roll  of  membera 
*M  called  over  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Hooae 
(UATTHmw  St.  Clais  Glabke,)  and  it  appeared 
that  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  Members 
and  two  Del^^ates  vera  preBent. 
'  The  Olerk  having  annonnoed  Qiat  a  qaoram 
of  the  House  was  present — 

Mr.  Abosxb,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  said  that 
he  was  requested  bj  his  ooUeagne,  th«  Spbaeeb 
of  this  House,  to  state,  that  he  was  prevented 
from  attending  by  indispoaition ;  but  that  he 
eq«oted  to  be  able  to  reach  the  city  b^ore 
the  nsnsl  hour  of  sitting  of  the  Eonse  to- 
aoTTOw.  A  gentleman  who  had  anired  in  the 
city  in  this  morning's  mail-boat,  brought  infor- 
ma^D  thai  lie  passed  the  Speaker  yesterday 
on  his  road  to  this  place.  In  anticipation  of 
the  question  which  might  be  presented  by  the 
abnnae  of  the  Speaker,  Ur,  A.  said  he  had 
tolled  to  the  records,  to  asoertain  what  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  House  on  like  cases 
btretofbre.  He  found  that  it  had  been  two- 
Ibid :  in  one  or  more  cases,  the  House  having, 
on  the  absence  of  the  Speaker,  e^ionmed  &om 
day  to  day,  end  in  two  cases,  ooonrring  in  one 
year,  (1706,)  having  elected  a  Speaker  }>n>  t«n- 
fvrt.  He  had  risen,  he  uaA,  only  to  make  the 
conunnnication  which  he  had  done  ttcaa  the 
^leaker,  and  to  state  what  had  been  the  prao- 
wie  heretofore.  It  would  be  for  the  House  to 
determine  what  course  it  would  parane  on  the : 
present  occasion. 

Ur.  Pole,  of  Tennessee^  a^d,  after  the  com- 
mnnication  which  had  just  been  made  to  the 
UoDse,  it  being  probable  that  the  Speaker  would 
be  here  to-morrow,  be  shoold  propose  that  the 
fioDse  do  now  a^onm  nntil  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  sod 
dedded  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  Honae  a^j^'*'''^ 


TuwDiT,  DeoMober  7. 
The  Spukkb  (the  Hon,  Andrew  Stiterbon, 
of  Yirginiti)  being  present  this  day,  took  t^e 
chair  at  12  o'clock. 


Messages  were  tb^n  interchanged  between  the 
two  Houses,  that  they  were  respectively  ready  ' 
te  proceed  to  business. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  to  Join 
such  committee  as  should  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  to  wait  upon  the  Preddent, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 
fbrmed,  tud  ready  to  receive  any  conmtnnica- 
lion  which  he  might  have  to  make. 

Soon  after  which  Mr.  Hathbs  reported  that 
the  committee  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattob,  of  New  York,  it 
was  determined  that  two  chiqil^nB  should  be 
appointed,  as  nsuaL  of  different  denominations, 
to  interchange  weekly  between  the  two  Houses. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  .the  United 
States  was  then  broaght  in  by  his  private 
Secretary,  Mr.  Donelson,  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  printeid — referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  For  Message, 
see  Senate  Froceedingt^  p.  109. 

Thubbdat,  December  9. 

Preiiden(»  Mtitage — E^erenee  cf  tA«  fwpM- 

UBepartt  to  tha  different  Commiltem, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoituah',  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stal«  of  the  Union,  Mr.  WioKLiFn  in 
tlte  chair. 

Mr.  Homumt  moved  resolutions  referring 
the  various  sut^ects  of  the  Preddent's  Mes- 
sage to  differentstaodiisgandBelectix 
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.Ail  ir«re  referred,  witlioiit  qneitioa,  until  the 
raxdi  reeolation  was  arrlTed  at,  which  wu 
these  words : 

"  Saeived,  Tbit  so  moah  of  the  mid  Ke8Ufo  u 
reUlM  to  the  public  debt,  the  rcTenae,  iu  seooiitj, 
and  collection,  the  Buik  of  the  United  BtUes,  uid 
the  oiTuiiiatioa  of  •  btuk  founded  on  pnbiic  uid 
IndiTEdiul  depouts,  be  referred  to  ttie  Cmnnittee  of 
Waja  vid  Uewu." 

Ur.  Watns  mored  to  amend  the  e^d  reaola- 
tloD,  by  Btrikiog  oat  the  words  "  the  Baoh  of 
the  Uaited  States,  and  the  orgftniz&tion  of  a 
bank  foonded  on  pnblio  and  individual  depos- 
its," and  at  the  end  of  the  said  resolotion  to 
add  the  following : 

"And  tbat  ao  much  of  the  mid  Hesaage  aa  refers 
to  tbe  Bank  of  d>e  Coiled  Sutei,  and  to  the  organ- 
[utiDD  of  a  bank  as  a  branch  of  the  Treaaor?  De- 
partment, be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee." 

!Hr.  T^TiAB  moved  for  a  division  of  the 

aaestion,  bo  that  the  sense  of  the  committee 
jonld  first  bo  had  on  striking  ont 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and- 

The  question  being  pot  b;  the  Oh^, 

It  was  dedded  in  tbe  negative — 01U7  fiftj- 
fonr  rinng  in  fovor  of  atriUng  ont. 

The  remainder  of  tbe  readntjona  were  then 
severallj  agreed  to. 

The  oommittae  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
r«solQtioDS  ae  amended  to  tbe  Honge. 

The  qnefltion  being  stated  tram  the  Ohair 
to  agree  to  the  reaolationa,  aa  amended  in  com- 
mittee, 

Hi.  Watnx  moved  that  tbe  qnestion  be  pot 
on  agreeing  to  all  but  tlie  dzth. 

No  otgection  being  made,  the  qoestdon  was 
BO  taken,  and  all  the  resolntiona  were  agreed  to 
b;  tbe  Konse,  with  tbe  exoepUon  of  the  dxtfa. 

Mr,  Watnb  now  renewed  the  motion  whioh 
be  had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wathb,  in  anpoorting  this  motion,  ap(d- 
o^zed-for  troubling  the  Hoose  with  a  remark 
or  two  on  this  topio,  at  so  early  a  period  of  the 
sesuon.  The  first  commonioatton  made  to 
Oongreaa  by  the  preeent  Execative,  (at  tbe  last 
eession,)  intimated  a  donbt  in  bis  mind  as  to 
the  pTopriotj  of  rechartering  the  existing  Bank 
of  the  United  State«.  The  portion  of  bb  Mes- 
sage on  this  Hobject  had  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  anbmitted 
to  the  Honse  a  report,  in  wbioh  they  exlubited 
at  great  length  uieir  views,  which  were  op- 
posed to  those  ezpreaaed  by  the  President. 
Shoold  the  present  portion  of  his  Message  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee,  onless  some 
rreat  and  onezpeoted  change  had  taken  place  in 
their  opinion  smoe  the  last  ses^on,  the  sQbJect 
wonld  be  met  by  men  whose  minds  were 
already  made  up,  whose  sentiments  had  been 
pnblidy  expressed,  and  who,  therefore,  conld 
not  be  expected  to  give  it  that  fur  and  nn- 
biasaed  ooDgideratioii  which  its  great  impor- 
tance demanded.  The  importance  of  the  qnes- 
tion  touching  the  bank  must  be  acknowledged 
by  every  one,  as  well  as  its  agitating  effect  on 


racticable  ;- 
le  qoeatkn  t 
>nld  go  to  \ 
T  previous    \ 
ing  of  hoa-      V 
d  to  desire       < 


the  pnblio  mind,  tbrooghont  every  portion  of 
the  Union.  He  conceived  it  aa  only  reepeetfiil 
to  tbe  President,  when  ench  a  snbjeot  was  by 
him  offldally  reoommaided  to  the  att«Dtion  of 
CongresB,  to  place  it  in  such  an  attitude  as 
ahoiul  seom«  to  it  a  calm  investigation  Yn  per- 
sons wiio  bad  not  prtjndged  it.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  would  not  disgmse  the  fact  that  his  own 
viewH  in  relation  to  the  reofaartering  qf  tbe 
present  bank  were  such  as  would  indues  Mm 
to  vote  against  it  in  every  event ;  but  wb^  he 
wiahed  at  preeent  was,  that  the  House  m^t 
aacert^  whether  it  waa  practicable  or  ndt  to 
organize  an  instltntion  resting  on  the  ftmddi  of 
the  oound^,  which,  while  it  secured  all  ma 
advantage  intended  to  be  attuned  by  tbe  exlA- 
ing  bank,  shonld  avoid  the  dangers  with  whcch 
that  establishment  waa  by  many  oonceived  no 
be  frangbt.  The  inclination  of  his  own  min^l 
waa  to  the  opinion  that  this  waa  practicable ',■ 
bnt  be  desired,  at  all  events,  that  the  qa  ' 
should  be  submitted  to  those  who  would 
its  discuBsion  untrammelled  by  any  p 
judgment  It  was  not  from  any  feeling  ol 
tility  to  tbe  bank  that  he  waa  indnoed  to  desire 
this,  bnt  from  a  wish  for  faimeaa  in  tbe  treat 
ment  of  the  eubjeot  itael^  and  from  rem>ect  to 
a  oommnnlcation  made  to  Congreaa  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr,  Obiuom,  of  Eentnoky,  said,  tiat  whilst 
he  had,  be  tmstad,  a  proper  regard  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  ne  ha^  soma 
regard  also  for  tiie  oconmittee  to  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  refer  this  snbjeot.  He  did  not  him- 
self feel  any  particnlar  interest  in  this  matter, 
either  for  or  against  tbe  bank.  But,  at  the  last 
seaaion  of  Congrea^  a  very  able  report  npon 
tbe  subject  had  been  made  by  the  Oommittea 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  had  no  doiAt 
placed  tbe  subject  in  aa  bur  a  point  of  view  as 
-'  conld  be  placed  by  a  select  or  any  other  com- 

ittee.  He  had  heard  no  sufficient  reason  why 
the  subject  shonld  now  be  taken  ont  of  the 
hands  of  that  committee.  As  this  aalfjeet, 
tover,  had  been  beretofbre  referred  to  the 
mittoe  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  give  it  a 
different  direction  now,  would  be  to  cast  a  re- 
flection on  that  highly  respectable  otxnimttet^ 
at  the  bead  of  which  stands  a  gentleman  whose 
character  for  firmness  on  the  one  hand,  and 
int«grity  and  abilities  on  the  other,  conld  not 
he  questioned.  Mr.  0.  was  therefore  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CoNsior,  of  New  Jersey,  desired  that 
the  question  on  Mr.  Waviik'b  amendmwit 
sbonlo  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was 
ordered  accordingly  to  be  so  taken. 

Mr.  Davib,  of  Booth  Carolina,  proposed  to 
amend  tbe  smendment,  so  as  to  strike  oat  the 
latter  clansa,  and  refer  simply  the  qneation  ow- 
ceming  tbe  present  hank,  without  tne  establish- 
ment of  a  Bubstitnte  for  it,  to  the  conaider^on 
of  a  Select  CommittecL 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  XATtoB,  of  New  York,  said  that,  if  the 
snl:!}ect  referred  to  in  th«  Message  ^a&  been 
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entirrij  nev,  b«  ihosld  hare  no  objeetious  to 
tlwMD«iidiiMiitprop<ned  bj  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  (Hr,  Wathx  ;)  but  whan  it  was  oon- 
ridand  tbat,  b^  the  rolM  of  the  Hooaa,  tbe 
tt^mni  made  at  the  last  aeuioD  hj  the  Oommit- 
tee  of  Waya  and  Means  iras  oontinaed  as  a  part 
of  the  business  of  the  present  seasioD,  tbat  fact, 
he  thought,  fnmuhed  an  otiJection  agaiiut  the 
Muhiig  of  the  Bame  sabject  toaSelectOommit- 
tee.  ^aoh  a  measuv  would  amotin^  in  sub- 
■tioo^  to  aending  the  report  of  one  of  the 
***™''r'C  eommitteae  of  thia  Honee  to  be  re- 
Tiewftd  by  a  Select  Ownmittee.  Would  thia  be 
rnpe^tAil!  Would  it  be  treating  the  Com- 
mitcjea  of  W^a  and  Means  with  ll^t  deference 
*^^  was  dne  to  them,  to  take  their  report, 
(wjaether  it  was  before  the  House,  or  had  oeen 
iw^TTed  to  a  C<MnmiU«e  of  the  whole  HooM  on 
ue  state  of  the  Union,  or  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,)  and  send  it  to  a  Beleot  Committee? 
/What  direction  had  been  given  to  the  report 
'  of  last  seedon,  be  bad  been  unable  to  sscertBtn, 
the  meant  not  b^og  at  this  time  within  reach 
of  the  offieers  of  %e  House ;  bnL  whatever  it 
had  l>een,  tlie  report  was  a  part  of  the  bnsineaa 
of  the  House  continued  over  from  last  session, 
and  was  to  be  viewed  in  all  respeots  the  same 
■a  if  it  h«d  been  rendered  at  the  present  ses- 
non.  And  he  put  it  to  the  House  whether  it 
wonld  be  proper  to  send  a  report  now  made 
b;  one  oominittee  of  the  House,  and  submit  it 
to  another  t 

[The  GuiB  here  stated  that  he  was  inforTtied 
bj  the  Olerk  that  the  report  of  the  Oommittee 
(^  Wajs  and  Means  was  at  the  last  session  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Tatub  s^  if  tbat  were  the  case,  oould 
anj  one  disapprove  an  arrangement  which 
woold  eventuate  in  sending  the  subjeot  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Umon,  that  it  might  there  receive  the  ftillest 
aundnatitm  that  aaj  of  ite  advocates  could  de- 
mra?  He  suggested  to  the  House,  therefore, 
that  the  conrse  in  the  origiaal  motion  was  evi- 
deadj  the  proper  one. 

Mr.  HoFntur,  of  New  Toric,  said  that,  in 
making  the  motion  he  had  done  in  reference  to 
Una  olanse  of  the  Preeideut'a  Message,  he  tiad 
not  intended  to  express  either  approbation,  or 
the  coutrarj,  as  to  the  reasoning  or  the  state- 
ment of  facta  it  contained;  nor  had  he  supposed 
tliat  his  motaoD  involved  the  alightest  disreepeot 
towards  the  Executive.  He  had  been  led  to 
propose  the  disposition  to  be  ^iven  to  the  sub- 
jeot,  from  no  friendship  or  hostility  to  the  pres- 
ent Bank  of  the  Unitied  States :  no  expression 
(tf  pinion  on  that  subject  was  now  called  for. 

[Tbe  Cbajb  observed  that  the  merits  of  the 
measure  proposed  in  the  Message  were  no 
fore  the  House,  bat  umplj  a  question  as  ti 
proper  committee  to  whom  it  was  to  go.] 

Mr.  H.  reenmed,  aud  said  that  he  had  made 
the  foregoing  observations  expresslr  for  the 
porpose  of  doing  away  any  inference,  from  his 
QMtiofi,  of  hta  personal  friendship  or  hostility 
toward  Uie  bank  as  now  organized.    That  Bnl>. 


jeot  had  nlways,  heretofore,  been  referred  to 
the  standing  committee  of  the  House  having 
oognizanoe  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He 
could  not  bring-  himself  to  believe  that  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  forming  that  com- 
mittee were  BO  irrevocabtj  fixed,  as  not  to  re- 
main open  to  the  developments  of  time  and 
the  influence  of  sound  reasoning.  Conld  he 
snppoae  this,  he  shoold  certainly  be  in  favtu^  of 
referring  the  subject  to  some  committ«e  which 
should  be  differently  constituted.  It  was  in- 
different to  him  what  miglit  be  the  disposition 
made  by  the  House  of  this  part  of  the  Message. 
If  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  he 
hoped  that  such  a  oommittee  would  be  selected 
as  would  bo  perfectly  competent  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  matter ;  and  if  it  was  referred  to 
the  Ootomtttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  traated 
that  they  wonld  consider  it  diepas3ionat«ly,  and 
without  pr^ndice.  Either  course  would  secnre^ 
he  doubted  not,  a  full  and  able  investigati<»L 

Mr.  Watt™  again  rose.  It  was,  he  said, 
from  no  want  of  respect  to  the  Oommitt«e  of 
Ways  and  Means  that  he  had  been  induced  to 
desire  that  this  important  sut^eot  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Oommittee.  He  a^ain  insist- 
ed, that  when  the  subject  of  a  national  bank 
had  been  a  second  time,  and  in  a  more  ezpUcLt 
and  particular  manner,  recommended  to  (he 
con^deration  of  the  House,  it  would  not  be  re- 
epeotfbl  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  send  it  back 
to  a  oammlttee  who  bad  made  np  thw-  pinion 
in  opposition  to  tliat  intimated  by  tbe  Execn- 
tive.  He  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the 
light  of  tmth  oould  be  made  manifest  to  them, 
the  minds  of  those  gentlemen  were  open  to 
conviction  on  this  as  on  every  other  subject ; 
bnt  all  knew  tbat  truth  was  often  difficult  of 
access,  and  sometimes  not  lees  difGcult  to  be 
received,  and  this  acknowledgment  involved 
no  imputation  whatever  on  the  uprightness  of 
that  committee.  He  had  another  reason  for 
wishifig  the  amendment  to  prevail ;  it  was  not 
to  be  ezDected  thatj  unless  tlie  question  waa 
submtttM  to  a  few  nunds  which  felt  a  strong  in- 
t«rest  in  r^ard  to  it,  it  would  be  examined  with 
that  application  and  industry  which  were  in- 
dispensable to  the  full  development  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  anggestton  of  the  President  involved 
a  reference  to  the  amount  and  places  of  de- 
posit, their  effect  upon  oommerce,  &o.,  Ac, 
which  oould  not  be  gone  into  at  large  nnlesa  by 
a  committee  apeciaUy  devoted  to  the  sobjoot. 
If  the  House  approached  the  investigation 
through  its  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
could  it  expect  aa  fall  and  detiuled  a  report  as 
if  by  a  Select  Committee,  whose  views  oorre- 
sponded  with  those  of  tbe  President  i  He 
Iniew  that  gentlemen  would  object  to  his  prop- 
osition ;  tbat  the  reference  to  a  Select  Oommit- 
tee would  excite  a  belief  in  the  oommuttity 
that  tbe  United  States  Bank  was  not  to  be  re- 
chartered,  and  thus  greatly  depress  the  price  of 
bank  stuck.  Admit  tliat  auch  might  be  the 
effect,  was  this  a  valid  objection)  Was  the 
House  bound  to  preclude  inquiry  on  a  most  im- 
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portant  subject,  from  a  fear  tbiit  the  disonwion 
might  affect  the  price  of  stocks  t  Suppose  the 
qnestloD  ^oDld  tie  d^erred,  It  must  come  up 
at  last ;  and  would  it  not  affect  stock  then  as 
mudb  as  now  ?  Hr.  W.  said,  when  the  ques- 
tion came  ap  on  recbarterinK  the  bank  as  now 
organized,  he  should  vote  agunst  it,  because  its 
benefits  enured  to  individuals  and  not  to  the 
Qovernment,  who  might,  bj  means  of  such  an 
fatstitation,  contribnt«  to  relieve  the  people  of 
the  Union  from  anjast  taxation  to  the  amount 
perhaps  of  millionH  annnall;.  He  shonld,  how- 
ever, abstain  from  entering  upon  the  merits  of 
the  muu  question  at  this  time.  He  was  aware 
that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  tonoh  upon 
them.  Be  had  had  the  honor  of  offering  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  same  snbject  at  the  last  session,  and 
shonld  renew  it  at  the  present  session.  Bis 
onlj  motive  then,  as  aow^ad  been  to  pronote 
an  inquiry  after  truth.  He  believed  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  would  elicit 
a  mass  of  facts  which  it  was  desirable  to  obtain, 
and  which  would  not  otherwise  come  before 
the  House,  tAoding  to  show  whether  the  meas~ 
nre  proposed  bj  the  Eiecative  was  practicable 
or  not 

Mr.  CumBBUtHo,  of  New  York,  said  that  if 
tite  yeas  and  najs  bad  not  been  ordered  on  this 
subject,  he  shoi^d  not  have  risen.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fWim 
Georgia,  because  be  viewed  the  whole  question 
as  premature  at  this  time.  When  the  proper 
time  arrived  for  its  consideration,  he  shonld 
oertainl;  be  in  fivor  of  referring  it  to  a  Select 
Committee.  It  had  been  so  referred  when  tbe 
bank  petitioned  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter. 
He  had  the  greatest  respect  for  tbe  gentleman 
at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueana,  (Ur.  MoDorriR,)  bnt  be  thought  the 
subject  ought  never  to  come  before  the  House 
natil  the  bank  should  again  appear  as  a  peti- 
tioner for  the  renewal  of  its  charter.  The 
President,  in  presenting  bis  Message  to  'Con- 
gress, had  glanced  his  eye  over  the  whole  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  had,  very  properly, 
^ven  to  tbe  Honse  nis  views  of  a  great  and 
weighty  question  of  public  policy.     It  was  a 

Jnestion  which  involved  the  circulating  me- 
inm,  and,  in  fact,  tbe  property  of  the  whole 
nation.  As  snob,  the  question  was  before  tbe 
people— it  was  a  question  for  tbe  nation  to  de- 
cide. In  tbb  Hoose,  it  was  not  fairly  present- 
ed as  a  snt^ect  of  inquiry  ontit  the  baJtk  should 
i^ply  for  a  new  charter ;  when  that  time  ar- 
nved,  Mr.  C.  said  he  shonld  be  for  sending  it 
to  a  Select  Committee;  bnt  at  present  the 
whole  matter  was  premature. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Ur.  Watnb,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tits. — Uesan.  Alexander,  Men,  Angal,  Bam- 
well,  Baylor,  Bell,  June;  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
BoTct,  Brodhead,  Canon,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Claf, 
Coke,  Conner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis, 
Earll,  FindUy,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Gdither,  Gordon. 
Hill,  Hidsey,  Hammoas,  Eayaes,  Hinds,  Leoaord 


Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lnmp- 
kin.Thonua  Haiwell,  Honell,  Norton,  Niick<dla,  Pet- 
tit,  Polk,  Potter,  Powera,  Rencher,  Kouw,  Ssnfdnl, 
Scott,  Augustine  E.  Shepperd,  Shields,  StuiiUfcr, 
"  lUaferro,  Wiley  TLompBon,  John  Tbomswi,  Trei- 
mt,  Tucker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wickliffe,  T,«iK«y— 
r.  . 

Nats. — HeaBre.  Alston,  Andeteon,  Arnold,  JBaDey, 
Bvber,  Bsmnger,  Birtley,  BeekJnan,  Bockin, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Butman,  Caboon,  Camb^elen^ 
Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  (%i«lca, 
Craig,  Crane,  'Crawforf,  CreightOB,  CrocDMron, 
Denny,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley, VDod- 
can,  Eager,  EUsnortb,  G.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  H.  fyt^ 
eti.  Finch,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Grennell,  lba> 
vey,  Hempbill,  Hodgea,  Hoffman,  BoUand,  Bowaid, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingenoll,  Iryin,  Irtiibt, 
Jeniuigs,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  A.  King,  Lenrt, 
Lelcner,  Lyon,  llagea,  Mallary,  Harr,  UartindalSL 
Lewla  l[aiwel[,HcCreery,lEcIntire^Hercer,  Millerl 
Mitchell,  Huhlenberg,  Overton,  Fatten,  Pe»rce,\ 
Pierson,  Baodolpb,  Reed,  Kcbardson,  Kose,  Rossel,  \  . 
William  B.  Shepard,  Semmes,  Sill,  Bmitb,  Speight,  '- 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Steiigere,  \ 
Btom,  Strong,  Sutherland,  SiRnn,  Swift,  '^lor, 
Tracy,  Tance,  Varnum,  Terplanck,  Vinton,  Waah. 
ioetOQ,  WbitUesey,  Edward  D.  Wbite,  WUEans, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  YoDng—lOS. 

So  tbe  House  refused  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, and  tbe  resolution,  as  repented  by  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Wbole,  was  a^'«ed  to. 
The  House  then  ac|)onmed. 


Fewly,  December  10. 
Judge  Peek. 

AfUr  Hie  reception  of  petitions  and  rest^n- 
tions : 

Od  motion  of  Kr.  "BvaoiXAx,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  tbe  House  to  make  tbe  prelim- 
inary arrangements  for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck, 
which  commences  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  13 
o'clock  on  Monday  next,  tbe  Honse  agreed  to 
meet  at  11  o'clock  on  that  day. 

Vo!n>AT,  December  18. 
Judge  Peek. 
Ur.  BnoBAsas,  on  behalf  of  tbe  managers  . 

appointed  to  oondoct  tbe  impeachment  agunst 
Judge  James  H.  Peck,  submitted  tbe  following 
report,  which  was  agreed  to : 

The  Committee  of  Managers  q)painted  by 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  to  conduct  tKe 
impeachment  against  James  H.  Peck,  judge  of' 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  tbe 
district  of  Missouri,  report,  that  they  have  had 
under  consideration  the  answer  of  Jndge  Peck 
to  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  agunat 
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Jadge  of  tha  dictriet  oonrt  of  the  United  Ststei 
fiir  the  dbtriot  of  BI]»onri,  to  tbe  ■rdole  of  Im- 
BDt  eibibited  mgilnft  bitn  b;  Un  Honae 


ne  Houm  of  RepT«teiitatiTei  of  the  UoiMil 
flklea  having  connilered  the  >il8wcr  and  plea  of 
Jamea  H.  Feck,  jadge  of  the  diatilot  coort  of  the 
United  Sutefl  for  the  dlitrict  of  Ulaaouii,  to  the  tiy 
dcleoriinpMdiBentaninathim  bj  them  ei bib ited, 
la  tbe  name  of  tfaemselTes  and  of  all  (lie  people  of 
~        "    "  d  JameB  H. 

„_-, __. he 

;   and  that  the  Hoau  of  B 


to  the  •nswei  and  plea  of  the  aibreaa]d  Jamos  H. 
Peck,  on  behalf  of  thit  Honae ;  and  that  the  ipan- 
■gen  be  innraeted  to  maintain  the  Baid  replici- 
tion  at  the  bar  of  the  Senats,  at  moh  time  i»  shall 
be  spp^Hnted  bj  the  Senate. 

Dutim  on  Sugar. 
Ur.  Hatnis,  of  Geor^  sabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Veans 
be  inatmcled  to  inquire  into  the  eipedienc;  of  re- 
peaUnR  the  duties  on  angar  Imported  from  foreign 
conntriea  into  the  United  Sutee. 

Mr.  SuTHEBi^ini  reqoired  that  the  question 
be  token  npon  the  oonaiderataon  of  the  resolu- 
tion ;  and  Hr.  Wiluaju  demanded  the  jeae  and 
najs  on  the  qnestion.  They  were  ordered  bj 
the  House,  ajid,  being  taken,  stood  as  follows : 
Tcu. — Ueaan.  Aleiandsr,  Alston,  Andenon, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  BariKiur,  BarnireU,  Bar- 
ringer,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blur,  Boon, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleag,  Campbell,  Carson, 
CUboma.  CUj.  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron, 
Warrea  R.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper.  Dmjton, 
Dodley,  Earll,  Onither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Habie;,  Ham- 
nons,  Harvej,  Hajnes,  Hinds,  Holland,  Hoffman, 
Habbard,  Jarris,  Jennings,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamir, 
Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Levis,  Lojall,  Lumpkin, 
Thomas  Haiwell,  UcDuffie,  Uclntlre,  Hitcbell,  Ho- 
nell,NnekaIls,PattDD,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Bencher.  Boane,  SanTord,  WilUam  fi.  Shepard,  An- 
giMine  H.  Sheppard,  Shields,  Speight,  Richard  Spen- 
«er,Staiiberry,  Standifer,  Taliafbiro,  Wilej  Thomp- 
Mn,  Tucker,  Verplanok,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell 
P.  White,  Williams,  Wilson— 83. 

Naia. — Messrs.  Arnold,  B^r,  Barber,  Bartley, 
Balea,  Seeknxan,  Boekee,  Borst,  Buchanan,  Butman, 
Oaboon,  Clark,  Coleman,  Coodiot,  Cooper,  Coulter, 
Cowlee,  Crane,  Cmwford,  Crei^tOD,  Crominshicld, 
Daniel,  Denny,  Dlckloson,  Doddridge,  Duncan, 
Dwight,  Eager,  Ellaworth,  Oeorge  Evans,  Horace  Ev- 
•Mtt,  nDdlay,FIoch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry.  Qilmore, 
Omen,  Qrtnnell,  Gurley,  Hawldna,  Hemphilt,  Hodges, 
Eovard,  Hugb^  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngersoU, 
Irwin,  Irrin,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon, 
KincBid,P«rkina  King,  Adam  King,  Leavitl,  Lyon, 
Hagee,  MaOary,  Itarr,  Hartindale,  Lewis  Haiwelt, 
MeCreery,  HlDer,  Mahlenbei^,  Overtoo,  Pearce,  Pier- 
ion,  Bameey,  Seed,  fUchardsOD,  Rose,  Rusael,  Scott, 


Aylor,  John  Thompson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vamum, 
Tinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  While, 
WicklilTe,  Yancey,  Yonng— 99. 

Bo  the  Honae  refased  to  consider  the  resola- 

UiMed  Stale*  and  Bmmarh 
The  Sraa.XBK  laid  before  the  Honse  the  fol- 
lowins   Message   from    the    President  of   the 
United  Sutaa: 

TolluHmttofStprt*«niativt*<iflh4  lTnHtd3tal4ti 
I  transmit  to  the  HouseofReprflsentaUrea  printed 
cofues  of  the  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  his  Uajeaty  the  King  of  Denmark,  concluded 
at  Copenhagen  on  the  £Bth  of  Karcb,  1S30,  and 
ratified  by  and  with  the  advice  and  couaent  of  the 
Senate. 

ANDREW  JACESON. 
WASHnonn,  Dtetmitr  10,  1S80. 
The  Menage  and  oonrenUon  were  referred 
'  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Fmmtativii  of  a  SManai  Slag  mad«  o/Amer- 
itanmii. 
The  Spiikeb  likewise  laid  before  the  Honae 
the  flawing  letter,  which  was  read;  and,  on 
wotian  of  Mr.  Bpehoer,  of  Kew  York,  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agricnl- 

pHiLiDiLPHii,  Dteemher  1,  1880. 

Sib:  You  will  receive  with  this  letter  a  silken 
Sag,  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States.  This 
flag  is  made  entirely  of  American  silk,  reeled  from 
the  cocoons,  prepared  and  woven  by  Mr.  John 
D'Homergue,  ^Ik  manufacturer.  The  coloring  has 
been  done  by  the  best  artist  he  could  procure  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  himself  not  professing 
to  be  a  dyer. 

The  staff  of  this  flag,  with  the  eagle,  measnre* 
about  flfteen  feet;  the  flag  tteelf  is  twdve  feet  and 
a  luklf  long,  and  sii  feet  wide.  It  la  woven  all  in 
one  piece,  without  a  aeam. 

1  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this 
flag,  most  respectfully,  ia  mj  name,  to  the  honor- 
able House  over  which  you  preside,  as  a  sample  of 
American  industry,  thus  applied,  for  the  first  time, 
to  the  most  valuable  of  A.maricnn  productions ;  and 
as  a  result  of  the  efforts  they  have  made  during  the 
last  Bve  years  for  the  promotion  of  the  important 
branch  of  agriculture  to  which  we  owe  the  rich 
material  of  which  this  flag  is  composed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  bighett  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  sod  most  humble  servant, 
PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU. 

Hon.  AwDsiw  Stevinson, 

^taktr  of  tht  Himtt  af  Jttpntmlalita. 

The  Impeachmtnt, 

A  message  was  received  from  th?  Senate,  in- 
fMming  the  Hoose  that  they  were  in  their  pub- 
lic chamber,  and  ready  to  proceed  on  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Peck :  and 
that  seats  were  pruvided  for  tlie  aocommoda- 
tion  of  the  members  of  the  Hooae. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  BnoHAxax  Bnt»mtted  tlia 


ogle 
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following  reeolation ;  which  was  carried,  nwt. 

lUtolvtd,  That  1  mem»g»  be  Mat  to  the  Benate 
to  inrorm  Uiem  th&t  this  Honae  hara  agreed  to  a, 
replication,  on  tbeir  port,  to  tbe  aaawer  and  plea  of 
James  H.  Peck,  judge  ot  the  district  court  of  the 
Uniled  States  for  tbe  district  of  Uissouri,  to  tbe 
article  of  impeachment  exhibited  Us  tbe  Scoate 
against  him  by  tiila  House,  and  have  directed  the 
Danagera  appointed  to  conduct  the  said  impeocb- 
ment  to  carrj  the  aaid  replication  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  I"-'"'-*'"  the  same  at  the  bar  of  the  Benate, 
at  such  time  as  aball  be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

4  Eltetion  o/  Chaplain. 

Ur.  Tatlob  rooved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  cbt^lain ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Uessn.  Abohxk,  WHrrrLBaiT,  and  Fobwaxd 
were  appointed  tellers  r  whereupon, 

Mr  Ahosbb  nominated  the  reverend  Hr. 
Post:  llr.  FoBWiED  nominated  the  reverend 
Mr.  Thomas ;  Mr,  Whtttlbbbt  nominated  the 
revereod  Mr.  Ourley  ;  and  If  r.  Hubbabd  nom- 
inated the  reverend  Mr.  Palfrey. 

On  counting  the  first  ballot,  It  appeared  that 
180  votes  were  siven  in— necessary  to  a  choice 
81 ;  of  which  Mr.  Post  received  88  ;  Mr.  Gor- 
ley,  «;  Mr.  Palfrey,  84;  Mr.  Thoma^  12; 
and  Uiere  were  five  blank  vutea. 

After  two  other  ineffeotoal  hallotinga, 

On  the  fourth  ballot  there  were  170  votes — 
necesaary  to  a  choice,  86 :  Mr.  Gurley  received 
81;  Mr.PostjTO;  and  there  werefour  "—"'" 

^Bo  the  reverend  Ralph  R,  Gnrley  was  duly 
elected  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  that 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion,  at  least  in  bis 

Jaarler  of  the  House,  as  to  the  order  which 
[tonld  be  taken  in  attending  the  trial  of  Jndgt 
Peck,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Borne 
were  of  opinion  that  the  House  should  attend 
in  a  body ;  others  thought  that  it  would  only 
be  necessary  for  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  attend  dnring  the  trial.  At  tbe 
last  session,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  House  were  in  at- 
tendance ;  and  it  was  thought  by  m^y  mem- 
bers that  the  same  course  would  be  pursued  at 
this  session.  He  wished,  for  his  own  part,  to 
have  a  correct  usderstaiiding  of  the  subject, 
and  he  would  thank  the  Chair  to  give  to  the 
House  his  opinion  as  to  the  coarse  t£at  should 
he  pursued. 

The  Speaekb  stated  that  the  resolution  of 
the  House  at  the  kst  session  was  confined  to 
its  attendance  before  the  court  of  impeachment 
for  a  wngle  diaj.  The  Cierk,  however,  would 
read  the  resolnUon. 

[The  resolution  having  been  read,  which  was, 
in  effect,  that  the  House  would  in  a  body  at- 
tend in  the  Senate  chamber  for  a  cert^n  day, 
to  support  the  charges  against  Judge  Feck,] 

Mr.  Buauaiiuf  rose,  and  observed,  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  laleimdetetaadiiig  upon  the  sub- 


ject. With  the  permission  of  the  House  be 
would  state  the  course  that  had  been  pursued 
by  the  managers.  They  had  examined  all  the 
precedents  which  bad  occurred  in  this  oonutry, 
to  guide  them  to  a  correct  performance  of  their 
duty.  It  was  ascertained  that,  since  tbe  adop- 
tion of  the  present  constitation,  there  had  been 
three  impeachments,  viz.,  those  of  M««n. 
Blount  and  Pickering,  and  Judge  Ohaae.  On 
the  trial  of  tbe  two  first,  the  House  did  not  tt> 
tend  in  a  body,  but  left  it  to  the  managers  to 
oondoot  the  impeachment;  on  the  trial  of 
'   ■      Chase  they  did  attend  every  day.     It 

-ling  considered  by  the  managers  of  the 

pending  trial  that  any  principle  so  important 
as  to  intemipt  tiie  l^islative  business  of  the 
House  was  involved  in  the  present  case,  they 
ha4  gone  to  the  Senate  this  day,  as  managen, 
"  presented  to  that  body  the  replication 
tea  npon  by  the  House.    Mr.  B.  further  re- 

.'ked,  that  be  had  consulted  the  English  pre- 

oedentSL  On  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  the 
House  of  Commons  attended  at  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  the  trial,  but  they  did  not  continue  to 
do  so.  On  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Maooleafidd, 
they  did  not  attend  until  his  conviction  by  tbe 
House  of  Lords ;  and  then  they  attended  in 
consequence  of  a  message  having  been  wot 
them  oy  that  body,  that  they  were  ready  to 

B'Ononnce  judgment  on  the  impeached,  if  tbe 
ouse  of  OommoDS  would  attend  and  demand  it. 
Mr.  B,  would  not  advocate  the  attendance  or 
non-attendance  of  the  House  at  tlie  trial  which 
was  to  take  place.  He  had  f^t  it  to  be  bis 
duty  to  state  the  conrse  which  had  been  pur- 
sued on  previous  occasions  of  impeachmeut, 
and  what  had  been  done  by  the  managen  in 
tbe  present  case,  and  to  state  that  his  sole  ob- 
ject was  to  do  that  which  would  l>est  pleste 
the  House.  No  motion  having  been  made  thti 
morning  on  the  sobject,  tbe  managers  had  Mi 
it  to  be  their  imperative  duty  to  otteod  at  tbe 
bar  of  the  Senate,  and  present  the  replication 
which  had  been  agreed  upon, 

Mr.  JooKBOH,  of  Kentncky,  said,  that  on* 
great  object  of  his  rising  liod  been  to  obtain 
from  the  managers  an  eiplanation  of  the  coons 
which  they  had  taken.  For  his  part,  he  want- 
ed to  go  on  with  the  public  bosineas.  Be  i^ 
collected,  however,  the  great  debate  in  tbe 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  and  that  it  was 
nearly  impossible  to  retain  a  quomm  of  the 
House ;  if  it  were  probable  such  would  be  the 
case  on  the  present  occasion,  and  the  Hoau 
should  he  compelled  to  adjourn  from  day  to 
day  for  want  of  a  ijuorum,  bow  much  soever 
he  wished  the  public  business  attended  to,  be 
would  prefer  that  the  House  itself  should  con- 
duct the  impeachment. 

Mr.  J.  was  about  to  proceed,  when  the 
Speaker  reminded  him  that  there  was  no  prop- 
osition before  the  Honae,  and  su^estea  the 
propriety  of  his  anbmittii^  a  resolution  on  tbe 
subject. 

Mr.  J.  declining  to  make  any  distinct  motioo 
at  this  time,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Tdwdat,  December  14. 
Sundof/  MaiU. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  Ur.  Coiti.tsr, 
OIL  the  subject  of  Sandsj  iiifliI»-~recomineDding 
Uuit  tbe  Duil  shooJd  be  discontdnaed  on  the 
Mbbath.  On  its  presentation,  he  moved  ita 
reference  to  tbe  Oommittee  on  the  Post  Office. 

Mr.  JomraoiT,  of  Kf.,  objected  to  giving  the 
petition  the  direction  moved  bj  Ibo  gentleman 
vbo  preeented  it. 

He  obBerved,  that  If  the  authors  of  the  peti- 
tion had  an  advocate  or  advocates  on  this  door, 
he  waa  perfectlj  willing  that  the  report  for- 
merif  made  by  the  Post  Office  Gomroittee  on 
the  general  Bubjact  should  at  any  time  be  called 
np.  Let  the  Bouse  hear  what  gentleraei 
to  U7  on  a  mbject  which  he  had  always 
thought,  aJid  would  now  say,  ought  never  to 
have  been  bronght  into  the  Hall  of  CongresK. 
He  was  dearons  to  hear  what  could  be  said  ' 


the  subject,  and  it  would  not  do  bo  again,  unless 
oompelled  to  do  bo  by  an  express  order  of  tjie 
House.  He  hoped  ttu  gentleman  ttora  Penn- 
ivtvaoiA  (Ifr.  Ooin.TBsf  would  aoqaieace  in  the 
notion  wiiioh  he  would  now  make,  that  the 
petition  be  laid  upon  the  Ubla,  or,  rather,  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  tbe  Union ;  and  he  made  that  mo- 
tion. 

Hr.  Coiii.nB  said  that  he  felt  very  indiffer- 
ent what  direction  should  be  given  to  the  peti- 
tion. He  had  always  considered  it  proper, 
when  the  Hoose  was  addrewed  in  a  decorous 
manner,  on  any  sabject  proper  for  ledslation, 
to  give  the  petition  a  respectflil  oonsiaeration. 
In  the  present  case,  as  the  coarse  indioated  by 
the  Chturman  of  the  Post  Office  Oommittee 
wu  likely  to  effeot  the  very  oligect  which  the 
petitioners  had  in  view,  viz.,  to  have  the  sab- 
jeot  discussed,  and  obtain  some  action  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  it,  he  waa  entirely  willing 
It  should  be  adopted.  He  had  made  a  different 
motion,  only  out  of  the  courtesy  which  he  sup- 
posed due  to  the  Post  Office  Oommittee,  and  in 
CMopliMice  with  the  custom  of  the  Hoose. '  He 
had  no  donbt  that  the  honorable  CbairmBn  of 
the  Post  Office  Committee  was  both  competent 
and  willing  to  meet  the  discussion,  which  it 
was  the  olyect  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
to  invite.  If  they  had  an  advocate  in  the 
Eonse,  that  advocate  would  doubtless  avail 
himseif  of  the  privilege  of  debating  the  ques- 
tion  without  l>eiiig  specially  invited  bo  to  do  by 
•ay  one.  Hr.  O.  said  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  avow  himself  as  their  champion,  aa  he  did 
not  feel  himself  pledged  to  any  particular 
eouree  in  the  matter ;  he  should  endeavor  on 
this,  as  on  other  occseioua,  to  do  what  be  con- 
sidered hia  dnhr  to  his  oonstitnents  demanded. 
If  that  duty  led  him  to  advocat^  the  cause  of 
these  petitioners,  he  should  be/ ready,  in  so 
doing,  to  meet  even  the  gentlen^n  from  Een- 
tocky.  ; 


l£r.  JoBNBOK  agmn  rose,  but  the  Speaker 
soggesting  that  there  waa  no  proposition  before 
tbo  House,  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  by  the  acquiescence  of  tbe  mover. 

If  r.  Hatnes  moved  the  reference  of  a  peti- 
tion to  another  committee :  which  was  assent- 
ted  to. 


TaimsDAT,  December  IB. 

GmernmaU  IAm  Oak  Plantatiom—Ptnenion 

i^fthe  Law. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submit- 
ted by  Ur.  WniTtt,  of  Florida,  was  taken  up ; 

Rmolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  commoiiiuata  to  this  Home  copiu  ot 
the  correBpondeace  of  the  saperlDtendeDt,  and  re- 
ports of  the  overseer  of  the  lire  oak jdaotations  near 
ttie  n&vy  yard  St  Feii8ac(da. 


"And  Ihit  he  be  ftirther  directed  tu „ 

to  thia  Honse  eopies  of  all  correspondence,  coniracla, 
deeds,  or  other  papers,  connected  with  the  purchase 
of  live  call  lands  in  Floridii,  in  tbe  possession  of^  or 
within  the  control  of  the  Kavy  DeparEmeat;  the 
qu&ntitj  purchased;  tbe  per*oas  from  whom  the 
purobaBes  were  made ;  the  prices  given;  to  whom 
paid,  when  paid,  and  on  what  authority  ;  together 
with  all  other  infomutioD  tending  to  show  the 
value  of  such  iacds  at  the  time  of  tbe  purchase,  as 
well  as  the  quantity  and  valae  of  the  live  oak  tim- 
ber on  eaeh  tract,  lit  for  naval  purposaa." 

Ur.  Whitb,  of  Ilorida,  said  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  tbe  amendment  proposed  by  the  geulle- 
~  uk  from  North  Carolina,  and  would  accept  it 
a  modiScation  of  his  resolutjon,  although  all 
the  information  called  for  by  it  had  at  the  last 
session  been  communicated  to  Congress.    The 
object  he  bad  in  view  was  a  simple  one,  and 
ilated  to  a  subject  of  more  importance  than 
light  at  first  be  imagined.     Tbe  Secretary  of 
le  Navy,  in  his  report  to  the  President,  and 
by  him  oommnuicated  to  Congress,  holds  the 
following  language : 

Further  efforts  have  been  made  for  the  execn- 
tJoQ  of  this  act,  as  far  as  it  relates  (o  the  preserra- 
tiou  of  the  live  oak  growing  oo  the  coasta  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Oulf  of  Ueiico. 

"  By  the  fourth  Section  of  thia  act,  the  President 
ia  autberixed  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  tins 
timber;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  intended  Uiat 
the  power  should  be  limited  to  that  object.  An 
interpretation  of  tlie  law  has  heretofore  been  enter- 
tained, extending  this  power  not  only  to  ibe  ]jant- 
ing  of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation  of  plantaUoDS 
of  youDg  trees,  but  to  the  purcbasd  f^om  indivldoala 
of  ianda  produdng them.  Thepaperaccompanying 
'''is,  marked  D,  Bhova  the  amount  which  has  beau 
ipeoded  on  these  plantations,  and  the  sums  which 
have  been  paid  to  Individuals  for  the  purchase  of 
tracts  of  such  land- 

"Whenlt  is  considered  that  thia  dmber  tt  the 
natural  product  of  the  coast  of  the  nniled  SlatM^ 
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froln  diB  St.  Hkry'i  M  tbe  Babine ;  that  the  grckter 
pkrt  of  this  baloDgs  to  the  United  BtsCea,  uid  is  pro- 
powd  to  b«  ret«iaed  vith  g^  view  to  preaerring  a 
npidr  of  UuB  imporbut  mUeiia]  for  the  kit;,  It 
caD  lorcelf  be  neceesarj  tor  the  praeent  to  engage 
in  Its  irdfiMal  propagation  or  cultnre. 

"  nndet'  an  unprearion  that  thia  ajetem  is  neithei 
•xpe^nt,  nor  in  coafbrmUy  to  the  Intenlioua  of 
the  act,  aa  order  baa  been  gireQ  to  discoatiDDe  the 
iToriu  after  the  expiration  nf  the  present  jear. 

"But  the  preserration  of  this  timber  is  an  olyect 
of  great  Importance,  and  should  be  prosecuted  with 
an  aetiie  and  undeviating  porpoee." 

He  has  exhibited  in  tMe  report  the  expenses 
of  B  public  work  recommended  by  hla  prede- 
cessor, opon  the  concnrrence  of  the  moet  ei- 
perienooa  naval  officers,  and  suictioned  bj 
Oongress,  and  has  umonnced  hisdetorminBtlon 
to  diacontiiiae  it  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Tbe 
expenses  to  wbioh  the  Oovemment  have  been 
subjected,  are  onl;  disclosed  by  him.  Tbe  ex- 
tent, progress,  and  beoeilt  of  the  work  is  not 
G'esented,  and  can  only  be  imderatood  by  hav- 
g  copies  of  the  papers  called  for  in  the  resoln- 
tion  he  had  the  hnnor  to  sabmit.  To  form  a 
jast  idea  of  any  poblio  improvement,  the  ad- 
vantaees  as  well  as  expenses  should  be  ex- 
hibited to  those  who  are  to  decide  whether  the 
policy  of  the  country  requires  its  continnsace. 

From  a  pernsal  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that 
aa  onanthorized  interpretation  had  bben  pat  by 
his  predecessor  upon  the  third  (erroneously 
oallec  fbnrth)  section  of  the  act  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy.  It  had  fallen  to  his 
lot  to  know  sometliing  abont  this  subject, 
which,  as  it  had  not  been  disclosed  in  the  re- 
port, ongbt  now  to  be  stated  here. 

The  subjectof  forming  plantations  of  live  oak 
for  the  fntnre  supply  of  that  valnable  timber 
for  the  navy,  was  first  introduced  by  a  resolu- 
tion in  tbis  Eoose,  on  the  12th  of  January, 
182T.  By  that  resolution,  tbe  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  luquiro  into 
the  expediency  of  forming  plantations  for  rear- 
ing live  oak  for  the  future  supply  of  the  navy. 
It  passed  by  an  almost  unaoimous  vote ;  and  it 
was  then  distinctly  announced  that  the  timber 
was  so  rapidly  disanpearing,  that,  unless  artifi- 
cial propagation  ana  culture  were  resorted  to, 
there  would  not  be  a  enfflcient  quantity  in  a 
few  years  for  naval  purposes. 

It  never  was  conceived  that  tbe  act  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navr  conferred 
power  to  make  pnroliases  rf  land.  No  such 
"interpretation  was  ever  entertained,"  and  no 
■Boch  power  claimed  or  exercised.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  believed  tliat  the  Executive  had 
no  such  authority ;  and  as  it  was  considered 
that  tbe  public  interest  would  be  promoted  by 
the  purchase  of  a  few  individual  claims,  to  com- 
plete a  proposed  reservation  of  tbe  public  land 
near  a  navy  yard,  a  specific  appropriation  was 
made  in  the  bill  makmg  appropriation  for  the 
navy  in  1828,  and  will  be  found  in  the  third 
secti<m  of  that  bill  as  foUowa : 
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"£i  UfUrUur  tnaeled,  That  there  be,  and  U  here- 
by, appropriated  for  the  pcrcbase  of  SDcb  lands  u 
the  President  of  the  United  StatM  may  think  ncco- 
•ary  and  proper  to  provide  live  oak  and  other  tim- 
ber for  th«  use  of  ibe  nsTy  of  the  United  Stat«^« 
sum  not  eioeeding  tea  thousand  dollars,"  kc. 

This  ia  the  anthority  nnder  which  the  pur- 
obMea  were  made,  and  not  tbe  fourth  Kotion 
of  the  act  for  the  gradoal  improvement  of  the 

The  object  of  this  firovt^oD  waa  dis&Ktly 
explained  in  a  commnnication  to  the  Commit- 
tee OB  Naval  Affairs  in  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Bepreseotatives,  and  by  them  to  the  ropec- 
tjve  branches  of  Congress  to  which  they  he- 
longed.  It  was  proposed  by  the  Preeideut  to 
make  a  reservation  of  the  peuinsnla  formed  bj 
Pensacola  Bay  and  8t  Roaa's  Bound,  near  to  tbe 
navy  yard,  for  the  live  oak  then  upon  it,  sad 
to  make  an  experiment  of,  or  iti  frirtber  propa- 
gation by,  artificial  culture.  The  siCnation 
wasperfa^Mthe  bestinthetJnitedStates,  lb* 
promontory  between  these  tn'o  bodies  of  salt 
water,  from  its  peculiar  position  and  almost  bi- 
Bular  form,  presented  advantages  which  were 
not  offered  on  any  other  jiart  of  that  coast  At 
the  distance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  mites  up  the 
sound,  tbe  waters  approached  within  half  s 
mile,  which  alforded  an  opportunity  of  keeping 
out,  with  little  care  and  expense,  the  fires  which 
are  so  destructive  to  the  young  treee.  There 
were  within  this  boundary  a  few  individul 
claims  to  be  extinguished,  to  give  tbe  United 
States  exclusive  jorisdiction  and  possesiiDa  of 
the  land.  The  contiguity  of  this  land,  too,  to 
the  navy  yard,  rendered  it  aocesdble  at  ail 
times  to  ihe  officers,  and  subject  to  theirsuper- 
intendenoe.  A  plan  was  made  at  tbe  Geoersl 
Land  Office,  the  price  to  be  paid  stipulated,  the 
situation  well  understood,  and  the  intention  of 
the  Oovemment  made  .known,  and,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  all  these  tacts,  Congress  made  tk» 
appropriation.  This  took  [dace  in  that  year, 
when  a  m^ority  of  both  committees,  and  d 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  were  opposed  to  tbe 
Administration,  so  that  there  was  no  overelrain- 
ed  construction,  no  absurd  and  arbitrary  intei^ 
pretatlon,  to  make  these  purchases.  If  theit- 
taok  is  intended  to  be  made  npon  the  policy  of 
the  measure,  it  is  impugning  the  decision  of 
Congress.  The  Secretary  has  also  stated  Out 
live  oak  is  the  "  natnrsl  product "  of  the  whole 
coast  from  SL  Uary's  to  the  Sabine.  This  ia 
assumed  as  the  ground  for  abandoning  the 
policy  adopted  by  Cougrees,  and  continued  by 
this  Administration  from  the4th  of  March,  IS!), 
np  to  this  time.  I  regret  that  I  am  under  tbe 
necessity  of  differing  from  tiie  Secretary  so 
widely  in  this  statement  If  the  honorable 
Secretary  had  referred  to  the  respectable  na»a] 
officers  in  the  orher  end  of  tbe  building,  they 
would  have  tuld  him,  from  information  acquired 
from  an  intFmate  personal  acqtiaiutance  witli 
that  coast,  tli.it  the  live  oak  is  found  sparselr 
scattered  at  niiost  remote  distances,  and  in  small 
bodies.    If  ar.tificial  culture  is  not  resorted  to, 
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aei  the  fires  kept  out  of  the  r«««CTat{otis,  there 
will  not  be  enough,  in  fifty  jeara  to  bnild  a 
Vest  India  gqnadron. 

As  I  have  tlie  honor  to  represent  the  teni- 
torj  io  irbicli  this  establishment  is  located,  I 
desire  to  have  the  snbject  fairly  placed  before 
CuDgress,  and  let  them  decide  whether  the 
pnbUc  interest  will  not  be  promoted  by  the 
coatinnaDce  of  the  experiment  The  reports 
will  show  that  there  are  70,000  live  oak  trees 
npoa  the  land  purchased,  which,  in  half  a  cen- 
tncj,  or  even  a  qnarter,  will  be  worth  ten  times 
the  amoaot  ever  expended  upon  them. 

Mr.  Whits  having  accepted  the  amendment 
ot}ir.  SMiav.T  as  a  modification  of  his  resolu- 

16.  EoFPVAn  moved  farther  to  amend  it,  by 
adding  the  following : 

"  AjuI  tn  other  iDformatioa  In  the  power  of  the 
Itputuent  to  give,  relative  to  a  production  and 
franiUag  a  supply  of  Hre  oak,  and  tbe'  meuure* 
ttkta  reapectfsg  tbe  groiring  thereof,  and  the  ex- 
penMa  of  NKh  meatores." 

Hr.  SorrUASt  on  offering  this  amendment, 
B^  that  theanbjectof  this  resolution  was  now 
before  the  Committ«e  on  Naval  Affairs,  in 
eoBaeqaeDCe  of  a  referenoe  to  that  committee 
of  a  part  of  tbe  annool  Heasase  of  the  Presi- 
dent His  object  in  moving  this  amendment 
was  to  enlarge  the  proposed  call,  so  as  to  em- 
brace ill  the  informatioa  on  tbe  snbject  which 
it  was  in  thepower  of  the  department  to  com- 
municate. He  was  not  aware,  he  said,  whether 
Congress  had,  or  had  not,  in  any  vray  sanction- 
ed the  policjr  of  planting.  He  did  not  rise  to 
eipresa  any  opinion  on  that  qnestioa  at  present, 
but  only  desired  to  have  all  the  information 
which  coold  be  brought  to  bear  npon  it 

Hr.  Whitk  accepted  the  amen^ent 

Mr.  WioaiJrn,  of  Kentncky,  proposed  an 
amendment,  to  include  also  an  inquiry  into  the 
measares  adopted  for  the  "  preservation  "  of 
the  live  oak  t^imber.  He  wanted  to  get  at  in- 
formation on  this  snbject  He  understood  that 
there  had  been  a  corps  of  overseers  employed 
about  that  bn^eas  for  the  last  and  several  pre- 
ceding  years.  He  wished  to  know,  from  au- 
thority, what  they  were  about 

Ur.  Whitk  accepted  also  this  amendment 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  agreed 
t<i  WW.  «wt* 


ICosDAT,  Deoember  20. 
Judge  Peck. 
Vi.  Hovnun  begged  permission  to  trespass 
for  a  moment  upon  the  time  of  the  Ilonse.  It 
vonld  be  recollected  that  to-day  was  fixed  upon 
for  proceeding  in  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in 
the  case  of  tluit  individoal's  impeachment  be- 


*It  !l  DOIT  lUrtT  jetn  ilnu  Uila  Urn  o*li  «d1[Itu- 
Hob  polfej  oonuncdosd,  And  It  would  b«  tiutniattT«  to  [a- 
^tt  bav  mocli  hai  beoD  «xp«iid«d1iaptimiitart2ilapoI(flj, 
m  vhit  boBBllt  hu  beea  dMiir«(l  ITom  theae  plaalatloat. 


fore  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  wa& 
in  his  opinion,  advisable  that  the  Hoose  shoola 
attend,  even  if  only  in  the  first  instance  to  pros- 
ecute the  ease  before  the  Senate ;  and,  with 
this  view,  he  submitted  the  following  resoln- 

JUielted,  That  this  House  will,  from  time  to  daw, 
resolve  itself  inio  a  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  to  aV 
tend  in  the  chamber  of  the  Senate  on  tbe  trial  of 
the  ioipeichmeat  against  James  H.  Peck,  a  Judge 
of  the  United  filatee  district  court  for  the  dLrtriot 
of  Missouri. 

Ifr.  KoFniAM  said,  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion, that  it  was  not  dictated  by  any  spirit  of 
idle  curiosity  to  witness  the  proceedings  in  tbe 
Senate  ahBml>er  on  so  soleijnn  and  interesting  an 
occasion,  but  from  an  anxiety  to  ascertdn  the 
principles  npon  which  such  an  important  mat- 
ter was  to  be  condaet«d,  in  order  that  the 
presence  of  the  House,  before  the  highest  tri- 
bunal in  the  Union,  might  give  effect  to  a  case 
which  would  t>e  a  sultj  eot  of  dlscuadon  th  roughout 
the  coQutry,  and  wliich  woold  form  parti  of  onr 
public  history.  The  trial  of  an  impeachment 
was  a  proceeding  of  a  grave  notnre ;  it  was 
never  instituted  but  for  uie  purpose  of  punish- 
ing those  offences  which  the  ordinary  laws 
could  not  reach  ;  and  as  such,  it  was,  perh^a, 
better  that  it  should  be  attended  with  all  the 
solemnity  possible ;  besides,  such  would  be  the 
interest  manifested  to  witness  ita  progress 
that  it  was  doubtful  to  him  whether  they  should 
be  able  to  obtain  a  quomro  in  that  House  during 
the  time  that  the  proceedings  upon  it  were  car- 
rying on  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  sdd  he  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  HoFniAN)  in  the 
propriety  of  the  House'  attending  during  the 
trial ;  but  this  resolution  seemed  to  imply  the 
neceswty  of  its  continual  attendance.  He  was 
desirous  the  House  should,  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock,  in  order  to  give  the  Bouse  one  hour 
for  their  own  b'ltsinees. 

AfE«r  some  remarks  fh>m  Ueaara.  Wioxum 
and  Bdorajvan,  who  stated  that  tbe  Senate 
were  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  the  man- 
agers, and  the  propoaitioo  of  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  by  Mr.  Dwioet,  which  was  sub- 

nnently  negatived, 
[r.  Polk  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
inserting  "  this  day,"  instead  of  "  from  time  to 
time ;  "  and  this  was  accepted  by  tbe  mover  as 
a  modification,  as  this  woold  givethfi  House  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  question  of  its 
continual  attendance,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pnns  objected  to  the  attendance  of  the 
HuQse  in  the  Senate  chamber,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  entirely  unnecessary.  There  were 
two  or  three  hundred  biUs  already  on  their 
'table,  which  it  wonld,  be  thought,  be  better  to 
dispose  o^  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  As 
to  not  having  aquoram  present  for  the  despatch 
of  the  public  buwness,  saould  snch  be  the  cas& 
it  would  be  easy  to  try  the  effect  of  a  call  01 
the  House.    Upon  the  question  of  the  adoption 
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of  the  rasolation,  he  ehould  c&Uforthe  yeasBud 

It.  DoDDBiDGX  moved  to  laj  tba  resotution 
npon  the  table,    NegatiTed. 

The  resolution  of  Mr,  Hotfiub  was  then 
carried;  and, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wioklotb,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  i  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  D&iTToir  in  the  ohair,  and  repaired  in  pro- 
ceswon,  accompanied  bj  their  otBcers,  to  the 
Benate  chamber,  where,  having  been  seat^,  the 
impeBchment  was  proceeded  in. 

The  RepresentaUTes.  after  some  time,  having 
retomed  to  their  own  ball,  in  lilce  order,  and 

Mr.  Dbaiton  having  reported,  on  motion  of 

Mr,  WnrrTLKSET,  it  waa  resolved,  that  when 
the  Eonae  a^joarned,  it  shoold  a^i 
eleven  o'clock '" 


Bign 


TraBDAT,  December  81. 
Silk  Matmfiietvrt. 
Mr.  Spbnoxb,  from  the  Committee  on  Agrt- 
cnlture,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  P. 
S.  Duponceau,  presenting  to  the  Honse  a  flag  of 
American  silt  and  man^lactnre,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

"The  Committee  on  Agricnltare,  to  which  waa 
referred  tbe  letter  of  Feter  S.  Duponceau,  to  the 
Spe^er  of  the  House,  annouDcidg  his  preseDtation 
to  the  House  of  a  aillcen  flae,  bearing  the  colors  of 
the  United  Statee,  made  of  American  silk,  reeled 
fh>m  cocooDs,  aod  prepared  and  '^oven  b;  John 
D'Homergue,  silk  manufacturer  tbe  enUre  process 
in  tbe  mauufacture,  of  the  same  having  been  per- 
formed in  the  cit;  of  Fbiladelphia,  report : 

"That  they  consider  this  ipecimen  of  American 
Industr;,  applied  for  the  first  time  (o  the  pro- 
doctioo  of  a  fiibrio  in  such  geoeral  use  in  the 
United  Statea,  in  tbe  parchue  of  wbicb,  in  foreij 
eonntries,  several  millions  of  dollars  are  annu 
drawn  from  this  country,  u  bighlj  auspiciou! 
tbe  iwriculture  and  arts  of  the  'jDitedSutes;  . 
that  Br.  IhipoDceati,  for  his  patriotie  eiertioni 
promo^Dg  the  culture  of  silk,  and  In  his  efforts  to 
exalte  the  ktieotion  of  the  peofde  of  the  United 
States  to  that  important  branch  of  industrj,  de- 
serves the  commendation  of  his  country.  Tbe  com- 
mittee have  received  a  communlcaUon  from  Mr. 
Duponceau,  detailing  various  important  facta  and 
remarks  in  reference  to  tbe  bill  eutitled  '  An  act  for 
promoting  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Bilk,' 
which  thej  h«ve  ai^nded  to  this  report  for  the 
Information  of  the  House;  and  the  committee  re- 
port ■  resolation,  and  recommend  its  adoption  b; 
tbe  House. 

"  JUtolvtd,  That  tbe  flag,  bearing  tbe  colork  of 
the  United  States,  presented  to  tlds  House  by  Peter 
S.  Duponceau,  of  Philadelphia,  made  of  American 
silk,  and  prepared  and  woreo  bj  John  D'Homergue, 
silk  manufacturer  in  the  city  Philadelphia,  be  ac-^ 
cepted  bj  this  House,  and  that  it  be  displayed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker,  in  some  coo- 
s;4cuous  part  of  the  ball  of  sittingg  of  this  Honse." 

Mr.  AtxsMtDsx  moved  that  the  report  and 
letter  therein  referred  to,  lie  on  the  table,  sod 
be  printed. 


idunail.  [DacxMBm,  1630. 

Mr.  WBiTn.BSET  called  for  a  division  of  tbe 
qnestion ;  and  the  qnestion  being  pot  to  laj'  the 
report,  &e.,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  is  the 
negative — jeaa  4S,  nays  74. 

The  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  snhmitted  by  the  committee,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  ^rmadve. 

Subsequently,  the  report  and  letters  were 
ordered  to  be  printed, 

7^  Ifiy>eaehmettt, 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  Now  York,  rose  to  ask,  for  his 
own  information,  whether  it  was  expected  that 
tbe  managers,  in  the  absence  of  the  Honsc^ 
were  to  condact  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
against  Jndge  Peck,  The  hour  for  tbe  trial  had 
now  arrived,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the 
House  to  take  some  order  on  the  Bnbjeot. 

Ur.  HoFnCAK  hoped  that  the  same  conree 
woald  be  pnrsned  by  the  Honse  to-day,  aa  was 
taken  t>y  "it  yesterday ;  and  he  accordingly  sub- 
mitted, for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  the 
aame  resolution  that  was  yed»rday  adopted  by 
the  Honse. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smoso,  the  Honse  agreed 
to  meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  Home  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  "Wholc^ 
Mr.  Oambheleso  in  the  chtur;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tati.ob,  the  Honae,  aa  a 
committee,  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber, 
further  to  attend  tbe  trial  of  the  impeachment 
agmnst  Judge  Peck ;  and,  after  about  two  honra 

'     '   '"        '  "       '     ■'  imittee  retum- 

r  resnmed  the 

Mr.  Cambbelbso,  from  the  aud  Committee 

of  the  Whole,  reported  that  the  committee  had, 
according  to  order,  again  atteoded  the  trial  of 
the  Bud  impeachment  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
the  court  hod  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at 
twelve  o'clock. 


WBDNzasAT,  December  83. 
TAe  Impeaehm«nt. 

Mr,  DwrosT  submitted  a  resolution,  in  snb- 
stance,  requiring  the  House  to  meet  eadi  day 
at  etevea  o'clock  during  the  trial  of  tbe  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck ;  and  that  at  twelve 
o'clock  it  would  resolve  itself  into  a  Committeo 
of  tbe  Whole,  and  proceed  to  the  Senate  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the  trial. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and 
they  were  ordered  by  the  House, 

Mr.  Pbttib  opposed  the  resolution.  He  said 
tliat  a  resolution  was  offered  at  the  lost  session 
of  the  House  to  attend  on  the  trial,  but  the 
Honse  only  attended  one  day.  Wlien  the 
jpentleraon  from  New  York  (Mr,  Hoffuan) 
oi^ered  his  resolution  on  Monday,  there  was  no 
tiime  for  discussion.  Yesterday,  the  Honse 
led  tbe  same  course  as  on  Monday.  H« 
the  resolution  would  be  rejected  if  for 
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no  other  reason  Uisn  that  the  proceeding  -was 
'whoUj  niiDecessary.  If  the  Eonse  bad  do  bcsi- 
neaa  before  them,  gentlemen  might  indulge  their 
corioaitj  in  attending  the  tri&l  in  the  Benate. 
Few  himself,  he  had  no  auoh  cariositj.  There 
tras  a  great  namber  of  bills  ou  the  docket, 
wbicb  required  the  action  of  the  Hooee ;  it  was 
a  short  BeBsion ;  and,  if  tJie  Bouse  attended 
every  day  in  the  Senate  during  the  trial,  there 
would  be  little  ^r  nothing  else  done.  He 
tfaoo^t  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  generally  should  be  taken  into  consider- 
atioa ;  the  House  had  appointed  able  managers 
to  Qonduot  the  impeaclment ;  and  these  man- 
Wers  bad  declared  that  it  was  not  necesaarj  for 
t£e  Hoose  to  attend.  Why  should  we  go! 
Asked  Mr,  P.  Why  neglect  the  pablio  business 
to  gratify  our  own  curiosity!  Mr.  P.  conclud- 
ed by  eipreaaing  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
not  be  compelled  to  go  to  the  Senate  in  a  body. 

Mr.  DwioHT  8ud  that  the  gentleman  who  bad 
just  taken  bis  seat,  bad  remarked  that,  la  at- 
tending the  trial  of  the  impeachment,  gentle- 
men wished  to  indulge  their  own  curiosity. 
Let  me  aak,  stiA  ttr.  D.,  if  the  Bepresentadves 
of  the  nation  have  not  a  higher  motive  for 
doing  so!  Were  not  the  House  bound  to  at- 
tend in  the  fulfilmeut  of  their  constitational 
functions  ?  Mr.  D.  apprehended  that  the  pub- 
Ec  baeiness  might  be  attended  to,  and  yet  the 
House  be  able  to  attend  on  the  trial. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Pbttib, 

Mr.  Clat  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  DwioBT,  by  inserting  the  words  "  until 
otherwise  ordered ; "  eo  that  the  House  should 
St  any  time  bave  the  power  to  rescind  the  reeo- 
lution. 

Mr.  DvioBT  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr,  DoDDEiDas  preferred  the  resolution 
originally  offered  by  Mr.  Hoffhab'  on  Monday 
last,  and  moved  its  coosideratiou  as  a  substitute 
for  that  this  day  offered  by  Mr.  Dwioht. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  BoDDsiDnH, 
BonuAir,  and  Stbono,  the  amendment  wpa 
Injected. 

Mr.  Dbattor  then  moved  an  amendment; 
which  he  supported  in  a  few  words :  when 

Mr.  Hatvkb,  believing  that  the  opinion  of 
the  members  was  made  np  on  the  subject, 
called  for  the  previous  question.  Tlie  call  was 
mstuned  by  the  House — yeas  SO. 

The  previous  qneeUon  was  then  put,  in  the 
following  words,  vit. :  "  shall  the  nam  question 
beoowput!"  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  question  being  then  put,  viz.,  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
DwisHT,  it  was  decided  in  tbe  negative — yeas 
84,  nays  87. 

So  the  House  decided  to  leAve  to  the  man- 
agers tbe  oonduoting  of  the  impeachment  against 
Jud^  Peck. 

Ine  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  discontinue  others  coming  np  as  the  order 
of  the  day,  it  was,  onmotiouof  Mr.  DAinEL,  in 
eonaequence  of  the  necessary  absence  of  Mr, 


WioKUFTE,  who  offered  a  proviso  to  it  on 
Friday  last,  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Maoss  in  the  chair,  and  took  up 
tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Eellv,  of  Geor- 
eia.  The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  evi- 
dence in  tbe  case  were  read.  Tbe  bill  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Thoupson  and  Mr.  Fostbb, 
of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Johrsoh,  of  Kentucky,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Wbittlegbt  and  Mr.  Sissiosiii ; 
the  latter  of  whom  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  tbe  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived  ;  whereupon,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
fbr  a  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  71, 
nays  49, 


Thubsdat,  Decwnber  SB. 
Jfiioy  Tard*. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Peabcs,  was  taken  up  for  conrid- 
eration : 

"  Retdvtd,  Thftt  tbe  Secrekry  of  tbe  Navy  be 
directed  to  report  lo  tMs  House  the  annDel  sum 
necessary  to  munCsin  a  navy  yard  for  building  and 
eqaip[dng  of  ships  with  despatch,  under  the  preseat 
DBvy  reflations,  vilb  the  probable  sdduU  amount 
of  deteriontliOD  of  buildings,  and  Interest  of  the 
moaev  diaboraed  in  tbe  erection  of  buildings  neces- 
sary  for  a  nay  yard," 

Mr.  HomiAK  (Oh^rman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee) said  he  should  like  to  hear  some  rea- 
sona  offered  for  the  adaption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr,  Pbabok  replied  that  he  would  grntify 
the  gentleman.  He  assured  him  that  he  bad 
not  acted  unadvisedly  in  submitting  the  mo- 
tion; for  he  had  tnken  tbe  p^os  to  consult 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  of- 
fered with  his  approbation,  Bie  subject  had 
been  brought  before  Oongress  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; the  namber  of  navy  yards  was  then 
stated  to  be  too  great ;  and  it  was  manifest 
that  if  there  were  more  navy  yards  than  wos 
necessary  for  the  public  interest,  that  the  ex- 
pense to  the  nation  of  supporting  them  was 
greater  tiian  it  need  be.  He  believed  that 
the  expense  of  maintaining  the  several  yards 
amounted  to  |B00,000  annually.  The  object  of 
tlie  resolution  was  to  obtain  snch  information 
as  would  enable  the  House  to  act  nnderstand- 
ingly  when  the  matter  should  be  brought  be- 

Mr.  Hopfuak  stated  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
tbe  House,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  al- 
ready bad  the  subject  before  them ;  and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  woold 
consent  that  tbe  resolution  should  lie  on  tbe 
table  Dutil  he,  Mr,  H.,  could  confer  with  the 
committee.  He  thought  it  probable  be  should 
be  able  to  do  so  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pkaboe  remarked  that  he  had  no  great 
objection  to  the  resolution  lying  on  tbe  table 
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for  a  d^  or  two ;  bat  the  Eotue  would  r«col- 
leot  lluit  thia  wodd  be  a  abort  BeEaion,  and  that 
the  iDformatioii  naa  wanted  for  the  action  of 
the  Hooae.  Certainly  no  disrespect  wae  in- 
t«Dded  towards  the  Oommitt«e  on  Naval  Af- 
fkira ;  and  he  tntsted  that  the  gentlemaa  would 
agree  to  the  reference  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HoFFHUi  eu^that.the  informatioa  now 
aoogbt  could  be  obt^ned  tbrough  tbe  Conunit- 
tee  on  Naval  AfEaira.  He  thought  the  adoption 
of  the  Besolation  wholly  DniteoeBsar;,  and 
wonld  conclade  by  moriiig  that  it  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

7%«  Impeaehnitnt. 
ill.  Hi.Tiraa  submitted  tba  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Jtttolvd,  That,  daciv  tke  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment DOW  pendiDg  before  the  Senate,  tbia  Hooae 
'  will  meet  daily  at  the  hoar  of  eleven  o'clock  In  the 
forenoon ;  and  that,  from  day  to  day,  it  will  reeolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole,  and  attend 
said  trial  during  the  coatlnuance  tbereof^  and  ontil 
the  coDcloaion  of  the  nma. 


Eatnsb  said,  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  there  might  have  been  on  this  entyeot 
before,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  moat  con- 
vince every  genUeman  of  the  expediency  of 
the  conrae  now  proposed.  Whilst  the  Honae 
yesterday  found  itaelf  without  a  qnomm,  he 
aaw  that  among  the  absentees  we|e  gentlemen 
who  hod  voted  against  the  proposition  for  at- 
tending the  court  of  impeachment  He  meant 
not  to  cbaige  any  members  t^ith  impropriety 
on  this  accoont,  hot  mentioned  the  fact  to  show 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  passing  this 
resolution.  It  appeared  to  him,  indeed,U>  be 
a  singular  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  this  Hoose, 
tliat  when  the  only  precedent  in  existence  waa 
in  favor  of  the  course  proposed  in  the  reaola- 
tiou  now  nnder  consideration,  the  Hnnae  should 
have  refused  to  adopt  it.  Could  it  be  pretend- 
ed that  there  waa  any  difference  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  present  case  and  the  former  case  of 
impeachment,  which  justified  different  forms  of 
proceeding  in  the  two  cases)  He  preanmed 
not.  The  same  personal  liberty,  and  the  aame 
intdienable  rights,  gnarauteed  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country,  were  involved  in  this  case 
as  in  that  of  the  impeaobment  of  Judge  Chase, 
Without  going  nnneceaaarily  into  the  merits  of 
the  cas^  or  consuming  one  moment  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  hie  motion 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  TnoEBR  considered  it  to  be  the  dut^-  of 
gentlemen  to  continue  in  the  House,  and  attend 
to  the  pnblio  buaineas  of  the  nation ;  and,  if 
any  member  chose  to  attend  tlie  trial,  let  him 
account  to  bis  constitueuts  for  his  neglect  of 
duty.  He  should  be  very  sor^  if  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to ;  and  he  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  ita  adoption. 

Mr.  HiiirsB  would  a^  tlie  gentieman  from 


Sootli  Carolina  how  members  of  thla  Honaa 
were  to  account  for  it  to  their  constitoenta,  H, 
in  couseqaence  of  the  absenoe  of  ao  many 
members  from  the  House  during  the  trial, 
some  legislation  should  be  defeated  which 
ought  to  succeed,  and  some  succeed  which 
ought  to  fail  In  looking  at  this  matter,  Mr. 
fi.  said  he  viewed  it  as  a  practical  question. 
Every  one  must  know  what  an  interest  would 
be  excited  and  felt  in  this  trial  at  almost  every 
moment  of  it  and  that  it  woold  be  impractica- 
ble for  this  House  to  transact  business  whilst 
tiiat  court  was  in  session. 

Mr.  TnoEEB  retiUed :  If  blame  should  attach, 
it  would  be  to  tnose  who  had  not  discharged 
thur  duties,  by  remuning  in  the  Bouse.  If 
any  important  measore  shonld  be  adopted,  af- 
fecting the  interests  of  the  constitnents  of 
members  during  their  absence  from  the  uttinn 
of  the  Honse,  let  those  members  account  for  it 
as  they  best  oould.  He  should  attend  to  what 
'  ^  conceived  to  be  his  dnty. 

Mr.  pETTia,  of  Missouri,  rose  to  ask  the  ftvor 
of  the  House  to  allow  this  qnestion  to  be  taken. 
by  yeas  and  nays.  Whilst  up,  he  would  m^e 
one  remark.  The  gentieman  from  Georgia 
complained  that  a  quomm  could  not  be  kept 
yesterday.  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  when  it  was 
doubted  whether  there  was  a  qnorum,  it  waa 
found,  on  the  Speaker's  count,  that  there  was 
a  quorum.  £ii«rience  sufficiently  proved  tliat 
a  quorum  could  not  be  got  to  attend  the  conrt ; 
for,  on  the  last  attendance  of  the  Honse,  the 
honorable  Speaker  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  when  they  returned 
from  the  court  to  the  House,  returned  ^most 
alone,  two*  or  three  members  only  retuniug 
with  thorn.  The  root  of  all  diSicnlty  in  this 
matter  wa.i,  in  fact,  the  indisposition  of  mem- 
bers to  do  the  hndneas  of  the  Honse. 

The  Honse  refused  to  HQstwn  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hxrina, 
it  wae  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes  96, 
noes  60. 

the  House  determined  to  attend  the  trial 
of  the  impeactuDsnt  of  Judge  Peck. 

Jvdge  Peek. 


detormined  upon  attending  the  trial  of  tlie  im- 
peaobment ot  Judge  Peck,  he  would  m^e  a 
motion  that  it  now  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  poipose.  He  did  not  vote  for 
the  restdution  wbicn  had  been  this  day  adopt- 
ed, on  the  motion  of  the  gentieman  from  Geor- 
gia ;  yet,  as  the  House  bad  resolved  on  attend- 
ing the  trial  in  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  punctual  in  its  attendance. 

The  Speaksb  observed  that  be  considered  it 
to  be  the  dnty  of  tLe  Senate  to  notify  the 
Honse  on  each  day,  when  it  wag  ready  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  trial. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wlrau^  Mr,  OuoMMiMsa  in 
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the  oh^,  and  prooeedad  to  the  Seiu(«  to  at- 
tend the  trial  of  Jnd^e  Peok. 

fiftriog  returned,  Ur.  Ot-iiBwnjHo  reported 
progreu ;  and  thereiqton  tLe  HoDse  a^jonroed. 

E^iDAT,  Deoember  34. 

ICr.  JosKB,  after  a  fow  inUodnctorj  reinarkB, 
moved  that  the  reeolution  jest^rda^  adopted, 
on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Hatnes,  that  tbe  tfoose 
do,  from  day  to  Aa.j,  attend  the  trial  of  tho  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck,  be  reconsidered ;  and 
OQ  bii  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  najrs, 
ud  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Kr.  Folk  said,  that  in  the  first  instance  he 
liad  opposed  a  resolution  of  the  kind,  consider- 
ing it  onnecesaarj  for  the  Hoase  to  attend  the 
trisl  of  the  impeachment  The  Eodbo,  on  the 
occa^on  to  which  he  allnded,  rejected  the  res- 
olation  offered  bj  the  gectleman  from  UasM- 
ehosetta,  (Ur.  Dwioirr,)  and  on  that  daj  did 
not  attend — yeatcrdaj  they  did.  The  Senate 
had  been  notified  that  this  House  wonld  attend 
during  the  trial,  and  he  was  anxious  that  the 
Ronse,  thoof^h  the  reaolutlan  was  adopted 
against  his  wiahea,  vet,  being  adopted,  shonld 
preserve  a  proper  degree  of  consistency.  He 
considered  It  of  no  importance  that  the  Hoose 
■hootd  attend  the  trial ;  they  wonld  a^onm  to 
Kiindafi  and  if^  on  that  day,  a  majority  shoiild 
determine  against  attending,  why,  be  it  so ;  bnt 
kt  OS  not  be  blown  abunt  by  every  breeze. 
Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  qnestion  of  re- 
consideration to  Uonday  next. 

Ur.  Josss  making  no  objection,  bis  motion 
was  postponed  by  general  consent. 

The  House  a^in  reaolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Ur. ^Jahbriliito  in  the 
chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber  for 
ths  porpose  of  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peaehment  of  Judge  Peck.  Having  retnmed 
to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported  progreas, 
and  the  Honse  adjourned  to  Uond^. 

UomuT,  December  ST. 
JvdgePtei. 

"nte  honr  of  twelve  having  airived,  Ur,  Bu- 
ohjuu  moved  that  the  Bouse  do  now  resolve 
Itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
pnipoae  of  attending  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Jndge  Peck ;  which  motion  was 
igreedto. 

Ur.  CAVBBXLZsa  was  agun  called  to  the 
chair,  and  the  commiitee  proceeded  to  the  Sen- 
ate Oharaber,  Having  anerwards  retnmed  to 
tluir  hall,  the  committee  reported  further  pr(^- 


Thubsdat,  Deoember  80, 
The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
nselation  of  Ur.  Howasd,  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  eertsin  reports  -,  the  amendment  propos- 
■a  yoterday  by  Mr,  OAVBBBLzira  being  under 
eendderation — 
Ur.  WAm  observed  that,  when  the  honr 


expired  yesterday,  he  was  about  to  state  the 
distinotion  between  liie  rcBolution  of  the  gentle- 
mau  from  Uaryland  and  the  gentleman  firora 
New  York.  There  was  no  such  difference  be- 
tween them  as  would  justify  the  House  ia  re- 
jecting tbe  one  and  adopting  the  otSer.  If  the 
object  of  the  gentieraan  from  New  York,  in 
aabmitting  his  amendment,  was  to  inform  the 
pnblia  ofMr.  Jefferson's  opinions,  on  a  certain 
subject,  in  '93,  upon  what  priDciple  will  the 
Hoose  r^ect  bis  amendmeot,  and  adopt  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentieman  from  Maryland,  when 
it  calls  for  the  doctrines  promul^ied  by  the 
same  in  I80S  t  And  that,  too,  when  tbe  avowed 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Uarylaud  is  not 
to  enlighten  ma  public  miod,  but  to  snbserve 
party  purposes.  The  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  was  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  the  part;  that  came  with  him  into 
power,  were  in  favor  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem. Ur.  W.  had  no  objection  to  the  reeolu- 
tion, and  he  wonld  vote  for  it,  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  adapted  or  not. 

He  would  vote  for  it  because  there  could  be 
nothing  tortured  ont  of  these  reports  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  bis  frienos  hod,  at  a^ 
time,  conceded  the  power  in  qneetion.  Ur.  W, 
said  he  was  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  that  question :  bat,  when  he  saw 
an  attempt  made  to  impress  the  belief  that  Ur. 
Jefferson  was  in  favor  of  certain  doctrines,  he 
felt  bound  to  correct,  as  far  as  he  could,  the 
erroneous  impreauon.  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  distinctly  affirmed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  nor 
by  his  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin. 
He  would  acknowledge  that  duties  were  im- 
posed on  foreign  articles  during  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration ;  but  it  was  equally  well  known, 
that  the  express  object  of  that  tariff  was.  not  as 
a  bounty  to  domestic  manafiictures,  but  to 
liquidate  the  national  debt  Sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
in  looking  over  Mr.  Gallatin's  reports,  I  have 
fonnd  no  evidence  whatever,  of  the  slight«st 
interference  with  this  subject.  In  one  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Messages  to  Goneress  he  alluded  to 
the  encouragemeot  of  such  manufactures  as 
would  render  ns  independent  A  general  prop- 
osition was  made  in  Congress  to  refer  this 
part  of  the  message  to  a  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  might  i>e  necessary  to  supply  tho 
wants  of  the  milttAry  establishment 

A  debate  arose  on  this  subject,  in  which  the 
strong  ground  was  taken,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  act  on  the  snl^eot,  and  that  it  was 
strictly  conflned  to  revenue  bills.  From  these 
oironmstances,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  a  matter  of 
inference,  not  to  be  resisted,  that,  so  for  as  the 
character  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  is 
ooncenied,  tiiere  is  no  support  to  be  obtained 
for  tho  protective  system.  Ue  did  not  say  that 
all  Mr,  Jefferson's  friends  were  opposed  to  it 
As  he  said  before,  Ur.  W.  was  indifferent,  him- 
self, whether  tho  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  adopted  or  not  He  would 
vote  both  for  it  and  the  resolntiou. 
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The  gentleman  from  Mar7land  wishes  to  call 
up  reports  of  this  House  in  1803-'8  and  ''i,  to 
prove  that  H>.  Jefferson,  and  the  partj  in  pow- 
er with  him,  were  in  fsYor  of  the  protective 
Bystem.  '^hy  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  suffer  Mr,  Jef- 
ferson's own  report,  on  the  same  siibject  to  be 
given  to  the  pablic  I  Why  not  permit  him  to 
bpeak  for  himself!  He  believed  the  reports 
were  only  to  be  found  in  the  library  of  Oon- 
greas. 

Mr.  Dbattox  said  he  was  not  dbposed  to 
make  any  remarka  on  the  merits  of  the  reports 
called  for,  either  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, or  the  gentlemaa  from  New  York.  The 
Honaa,  he  obsenred  had  no  right  to  adopt  either 
tho  resolution  or  the  amendment.  He  had 
no  donbt  bnt  all  wonld  recollect  a  Joint  reac^n- 
tion  pissed  last  session,  prohibiting  the  ezpen- 
ditnre  of  the  contingent  fund  for  any  printing, 
other  than  that  called  for  by  the  eon-ent  bosi- 
ness  of  either  Honse.  All  other  printing  must 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  Uie  or- 
dinary process  of  an  appropriation  bill.  He 
would,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  aak 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  joint  resolution  to  which 
he  alluded.  And,  after  it  had  been  read,  Mr. 
D.  moved  that  the  resolution  and  amendment 
be  referred  to  the  Ooinmittee  oo  the  library  ; 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mihagt  o/  Memben. 

Hr.  Cbiltoi!  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Jiatolvtd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
with  inatructiotu  to  iaqutre  into  the  eipedieDcy  of 
adopting  «ome  uniform  mode  for  computiag  the  dia- 
tanca  for  which  meiDbera  of  Congress  iball  be 
allowed  compensation  for  mileage  to  and  from  the 
seat  of  Government ;  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  dtberviBe. 

Mr.  Obilton  said  that  he  had  not  oSbrcd  the 
resolation  with  a  view  to  cast  any  impntation 
on  honorable  members.  Neither  had  he  offered 
it  from  electioneering  motives,  orwidiaviewto 
home  consnmption.  That  there  was  a  great 
disparity,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  computa- 
tion of  the  mileage  of  members,  could  not  be 
denied.  As  an  example,  he  wonld  atato  that, 
of  two  gentlemen  both  living  in  the  same  seo- 
tion  of  the  country,  one  had,  by  a  difference  in 
the  computation  of  milea«e,  reoeived  a  differ- 
ence in  amount  of  oae-hal£  In  182G,  the  mile- 
age of  the  two  Senators  from  Missouri,  boUi 
residing  in  Bt.  Louis,  so  varied,  that  one  re- 
ceived 11,700  and  a  small  fraction,  while  the 
other  received  $S,300  and  a  large  fraction.  He 
had  made  it  his  business  to  examine  into  the 
Bubject,  and  he  had  discovered  many  inequali- 
ties in  the  payment  of  the  mileage  of  members, 
which,  in  bis  opinion,  called  loudly  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  Honse,  so  that  an  equality 
might  be  established  amongst  members.  He 
wished  the  resolution  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  bnt,  if  the  House  did  not  consider  it  a 
matter  of  euffioient  importanoe  to  take  this 
Ooorse,  he  was  satisfied.    If  they  aaw  proper 


to  take  up  the  aabjeot,  it  would  otHutune  bofc 
littie  time, 

Mr.  OuDiBKURie  did  not  think  the  reaolaticn 
of  Buffident  importance  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Select  Oommittee,  and  snggeetea  to  the  mover 
to  refer  it  to  the  Cramaittee  on  the  Poet  Offioe 
and  Post  Roada. 

Mr.  CaiLTOir  only  wanted  some  order  taken 
upon  the  resolation  by  the  House,  and  declared 
his  readiness  to  agree  to  the  proposed  modifica- 
tion, 

Mr.  WiocLtm  sold  it  wonld  be  reoolleoted 
that,  at  the  last  seanon  of  Ooiwress,  the  Boose 
of  Kepresentatives  had  poased  a  bill  on  this 


ing  of  some  of  the  reasons  which  w 
in  that  body  why  the  bill  should  not  pOBS. 
[The  Siulkeb  aaid  it  was  not  in  order  to  al- 
lude to  prooeedings  in  t^e  Senate  Mr.  WioK- 
ixm. :  Not  to  prooeedin^  of  the  last  Ktmoa  t 
The  SpulKxb  :  No,  sir.  Mr  Wioeliftb  :  If  we 
have  no  risht  to  refer  to  proceedings  of  eiibw 
Bouse  at  former  Bessioos  of  Ooogress,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  parliamentary  rales  ought  to 
be  amended.]  WLBt  he  bad  risen  to  s^gest, 
however,  was,  that  the  Committee  on  Publio 
Expenditures  appeared  to  him  the  moat  proper 
oommittee  to  refer  the  subject  to. 

Mr  CmLTOn  said  he  had  no  ot^ection  to  eitoh 
a  reference  of  iL 

Mr  JBmnnaa,  after  a  few  observations,  moved 
to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Crclton  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
the  motion,  and  tbey  were  ordered  by  the 

Mr,  EilswoBTH  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
present  law  on  the  subject  of  the  mileage  of 
members,  and  the  law  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
resoluljon  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  tho  neg- 
ative, by  yeaa  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tub. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barnwell,  Bochanan, 
Dudley,  Edward  Everett,  Gnrley,  BaDrntons,  Bayaes, 
Hinds,  Jarris,  Jennings,  Kennon,  Korton,  Henry  B. 
St«rn,Vintou,Edward  D.  White,  Wilde— 17. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Archer, 
Armstrone,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Koyes  Barber,  Batrin- 
ger,  BarUey,  Bales,  Baylor,  Beekman,  BeU,  James 
Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borat,  Brown, 
Gaboon,  Cambrelecg,  Canon,  Chandler,  Chilton, 
Claiborne,  Clay,  Clark,  Coke,  Coleman,  Condlet, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Cowlea,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocberon,  Crowninsbield, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Denny,  Deriia, 
De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Duncan,  Dwlght,  ^ger,  Barll,  EUaworlb,  GBorn 
Evans,  Josfaua  Evaut,  B.  Everett,  Jilndlay,  HdiSl, 
Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Fry,  Qaither,  (^aiore,  Goi^ 
don.  Green,  Orennell,  Hall,  Halsey,  Harvey,  Haw- 
kins, Hodges,  HoUand,  Uofftuan,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Hunlington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  T.  Irwin,  W.  W. 
Irvin,  Johim,  Richard  H.  JohnSDn,  Cave  Johnaon, 
Kendall  KIncaid,  Perkins  Kin^,  Adam  King,  Lea, 
Lkavitt,  Leconipte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Lojall,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Hagee,  Harr,  Uartindale,  Martin,  Thomas 
Maxwell,  Uwls  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mcmoffle,  Mclnllre, 
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■erotr,  UlcbeD,  MoUenberK,  Nnckolb,  Patton, 
PeuDe,  Fetda,  I^onon,  Folk,  PotUr,  BAadolph, 
Bead,  Rencher,  RfclwrdBoli,  Roaae,  Ruaael,  Bsnford, 
Bcctt,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  ^epperd,  Sbields, 
BtnaaoK,  SH,  Bmiih,  Spetglit,  Ambraae  Spencer, 
Sprigs,  SUndlfer,  Sterigere,  WlUkm  L.  SWm, 
Strang,  Swum,  Swift,  Tsjlor,  Test,  WUej  Thonp- 
■on,  John  Thonuon.  I^vj,  Treirant,  Tucker, 
Ttaea,  Tttrnum,  Ter^utck,  WiBhington,  Wiyne, 
Vteki,  WhiUlsMj,   WioUiJIb,  WUliuni,  Tancej, 


[H.« 


The  qnestton  iras  then  put  on  the  adoption 
of  tho  resolntiim,  uid  it  waa  agreed  to. 


UosuT,  January  8, 18S1. 
Denmari  and  the  United  SlaUi. 

The  Speaker  loicl  before  the  HonM  the  foUoW' 
tng  MsMOge  from  the  Preaident  of  Uie  United 
etatee: 
^AtB<m»fofIUpr«»aibriivao/t}i»  Unittd  Statu : 

I  truumit  hisrewllh  to  Congren  tbe  copy  of  > 
correBpondeDce  which  litelj  passed  between  Htijor 
General  Ton  Scholtea,  his  Danish  Hajestj's  Oar- 
enior  General  of  his  WmI  India  poaaesrinns,  and 
qiecU  minister  to  the  tJoIled  StaM,  and  "  '" 
"  ova,  Bsoratat?  of  Stale,  etn 
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MMsearietu  andtho  United  States ;  which  compre- 
hcnda  tbe  propositions  that  General  Ton  Soholten 
nads  to  Ais  OoTemment,  ia  behalf  of  his  sot- 
eteign,  npoa  that  sutgect,  and  the  answers  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  same,  the  last  ahowias 
the  rroondl  npon  which  this  GoTemmeot  declined 
actediDg  to  the  orertures  of  the  Danish  earoT. 

Ttus  correspoadence  is  now  sabmilted  to  the  two 
HonsM  of  Congress,  in  compliance  with  the  wish 
sad  request  of  General  Too  Scholten  himeelf,  xai 
nnder  the  Ibll  persuafdon,  on  toy  part,  that  it  will 
receiTS  all  the  attention  and  consideration  to  which 
tike  Tery  friendly  relati<»is  that  hsTe  so  long  sabalst- 
ed  between  the  United  Suies  and  the  Kiox  of 
Denmark,  especially  entitle  it,  in  the  couocib  of 
this  Union. 

ANDREW  JACESOK. 

TuowoiOH,  Btetmhrr  SI,  1830. 

Tbe  Henage  was  read,  aod,  together  with 
the  docnmenta  acoompanjing  it,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Oonuneroe,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BritiA  CoUmial  Trade. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  nonse  the 
fUlowloK  Heesage  irata  tbe  Fr^ident  of  tike 
United  States : 
3b  tie Boutee/RepretintatiMto/ Ota  Unittd Statu: 

I  commiuiicate  to  Congreaa  the  papers  relating  to 
th«  recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  with 
respect  to  tlie  trade  between  her  cotooial  poses- 
■ions  and  the  United  States,  to  which  reference  waa 
made  in  my  massage  at  tbe  opening  of  Che  present 

It  win  appear  fhnn  those  docntnents,  that,  owing 
totheomladon.intheaot  oftheSSth  ofHaylaet, 
of  a  olaose  expressly  restricting  importstione  into 
the  BritUi  colonies  m  American  reMols  to  tike  pro- 


ductions of  the  United  States ;  to  the  amendment 
engrafted  upon  that  act  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atlTee,  providing  that,  when  the  Weet  IntUs  colo- 
nies should  be  opened,  the  oommereial  Intercourse 
of  the  United. Sutce  with  sll  other  parts  of  the 
British  dominions  or  possesions  should  be  left  on  a 
fooUng  not  less  fsTorabla  than  it  now  is ;  u>d  to 
the  act  not  specifying  tbe  terms  upon  which  Bri^sh 
vessels  conuog  from  the  Xortbem  colomea  should 
be  admitted  to  entry  Into  the  porta  of  the  United 
States ;  an  apprehension  was  entertained  by  the 
OoTemment  of  Great  Britain,  that,  nnder  the  con- 
templated arrangement,  claims  might  be  set  up  on 
oikr  part,  inconsistent' with  the  propositions  submit- 
ted by  onr  ndnister,  and  with  the  terms  to  which 
■he  waawiniDgtoagree;  and  that  this  circookStaiioe 
led  to  explanations  between  Mr.  McLane  and  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  raspeollng  ths  intention  <d  Con- 
gress, and  the  true  conatroction  to  be  giren  to  the 
«ct  referred  to. 

To  the  interpretation  giren  by  them  to  that  aot, 
I  did  not  he^tate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  clear 
that,  in  adopting  the  amendment  referred  to,  Con- 
gress could  not  hare  intended  to  preclude  fhture 
alterationa  In  the  existing  Intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  other  parts  of  the  British 
dominions;  and  the  suppodtion  that  the  omission 
to  restrict,  In  terms,  the  importations  to  tbe  produc- 
tions of  tbe  conntry  to  which  the  ressels  belong, 
was  intentional,  was  precluded  by  the  propoaltions 
preTionsly  made  bj  this  GoTemment  to  that  of 
Great  Britain,  and  which  were  before  C<mgres8  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act ;  by  the  pnnelplea 
which  gorern  tbe  maritime  legislation  of  the  two 
countries,  and  by  the  provi^ons  of  tbe  eilsting 
commeicial  treaty  between  them. 

Actuated  by  this  rlew  of  tbe  subject,  and  con- 
vinced that  it  was  in  accordance  with  tbe  real  inten- 
tions of  Congress,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  effect  to 
the  arrangement,  by  issuing  tbe  required  proclama- 
tion, of  which  a  copy  is  likewise  herewUb  comnn- 

ANUREW  JACKSON. 

WABHiKinoH,  January  S,  ISSl. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  tc^ther  with 
the  acaompanying  doonroents,  were  referred  to 
the  Cooimittee  on  Commerce,  and  6,000 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Honse  then  a^jonrned. 


ToMDAT,  Jannary  4. 
TheFiftk  Cineut. 

Mr,  BioBBs,  from  the  Select  Committee  qv- 
pointeil  OD  tbe  President's  Message  relative  to 
the  fifth  census,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  te.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
fU  for  such  of  the  assistants  to  tbe  Durahals  in  the 
respective  States  and  Territories,  who  have  not, 
before  Ihepassnge  of  this  act,  made  their  respective 
returns  to  such  marshals,  under  tba  act  hereby 
■mended,  to  complete  their  enumerations  and  make 
their  returns  under  tbe  said  act,  at  any  time  before 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1831:  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shell  be  deemed  to  release  siwh 
assistants  from  the  penalties  contained  in  tbe  aot 
aforesaid,  unless  their  returns  shall  be  made  within 
the  time  preecribed  In  this  act" 
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l£r.  Stobbs  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered 
to  be  eogroseed  for  e,  third  reading,  obeerving 
Uiat  there  were  bnt  three  caaes  of  fiulore  to 
nuke  the  retunu  within  the  requLiite'ttme  for 
which  the  bill  was  intended  to  provide;  nsme- 
I7,  from  one  coonty  id  Tenneesee,  one  oouitf 
in  Indiana,  and  two  of  the  wards  of  the  cit;  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  BKLt,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  know 
whether  the  passage  of  Uie  bill  was  intended  to 
interfere  with  the  apportionment,  at  the  present 
session,  of  the  ratio  of  representation  under  the 
new  oensos;  because,  as  the  Legislatore  of 
Tennessee  sits  but  once  in  two  years,  a  poet- 
penement  of  the  ^pointment  would  prove  in- 
convenient to  that  State,  and  he  found  that  the 
time  of  completing  the  oensna,  and  making  re- 
toroB,  was  extended  to  Jnne  next 

Hr.  Stobbs  explained.  The  instructions  from 
the  Department  of  State  to  tbe  niarshalH  were 
limited  to  the  let  of  December  for  making  tbeir 
returns  of  the  enumeration.  The  iuBtruction 
was  Each  a  one  aa  no  clerk  in  the  Department 
ouglit  to  have  taken  upon  himself  to  issue ;  be- 
cause, although  tbe  law  itself  made  that  limita- 
tioD  the  instruction  from  the  Department,  the 
deputy  marshals  would  probably  not  have  dis- 
oontjnaed  the  enumeration,  as  appears  to  have 
been  the  case,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it 
eoold  not  be  complet«d  within  the  precise  tjme 
fixed  by  the  act  Having  been  informed  by 
the  clerk  in  tbe  Department  having  charge  of 
the  business,  that  no  return  would  be  received 
after  tbe  Ist  of  December,  the  depnty  marshals 
had  ceased  the  enumeration  at  that  time;  so 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  mnat  now  have  time 
to  communicate  with  those  marshals  before  they 
will  resume  tJie  euumeratioo.  In  regard  to  tbe 
apportionment  of  representation  under  the  new 
census,  this  bill  ought  not  to  interfere  with  or 
delay  that  object  at  all.  In  1820,  tlie  returns 
were  not  entirely  complete,  yet  the  appoint- 
ment was  Bied,  bo  far  as  the  returns  were  re- 
ceived ;  and  afterwards,  when  the  additional 
returns  ttoxa  Alabama  came  in,  a  supplemental 
law  gave  Uiat  State  the  benoSt  of  it  Hr.  8. 
B^d  he  should,  in  a  very  few  days,  move  to  take 
np  the   apportJonment  bill,   which  shoold   be 

Sassed  at  an  early  day,  or  the  delay  might  pro- 
uce  to  some  of  the  States  the  inconvenience 
of  an  extra  session  of  tiieir  Legislature,  to 
arrange  their  representation  under  tbe  new  ap- 
portionment 

Mr.  Whittlesbt  moved  to  strike  out  of  the 
bill  the  foUowing  words:  "  unless  their  returns 
sball  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
this  act;"  bet  the  amendment  was  exposed  by 
Mr.  Stobbs,  and  wss  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ba-ilet,  the  following  ad- 
ditional proviso  was  added  to  the  bill : 

"  Atid  provided furlitr,  That  no  person  be  in- 
cluded in  tbe  retarns  made  under  tbe  present  act, 
unless  SDch  persons  shiill  hsTe  been  iabsbiMnU  of 
the  districts  of  which  secti  returns  abill  be  made  on 
the  Ist  da;  of  June,  one  thonssnd  eight  hundred 
and  Ihirtj." 


Thns  amended  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow, 

EailToadfrom  Bailimort  to  WtuhtTiftoK. 
Tbe  bill  autiionQng  the  oonstmetiMi  of  a 
lateral  bracoh  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road to  the  dty  of  Washington,  came  np  for 
connderation ;  when 
Mr.  Sauma  snbmittsd  the  foUowing  amend- 
Sic   1.  Aitd  is  it  maet^  That  tbe  siJd  road 
shall  be  located  over  such  ground,  snd  have  sueh 
course  sod  direction,  a;  en^oeers,  aatboriied  uid 
appointed  by  the  OoTemineuC;,  shall  determine  and 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  enacted,  Thst  the  nid  company 
glull  not  nuke  any  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  trans- 
porUtioQ  on  anj  part  of  the  road  to  be  constructed 
between  Bahimore  and  tbe  District  of  Columbia, 
than  are  allowed  bj  law  for  tolls  and  trusportatiou 
from  west  to  east,  on  (he  Bsltiniore  snd  Ohio  rail- 
road, except  as  authorised  bj  the  seaond  seotioD  of 
this  act. 

Sio.  S.  And  be  it  enaeUd,  That  unless  the  si^d 
road  between  Baltimore  sod  tbe  District  of 
Colunibia  is  commenced  within  one  jear  from  tbe 
passage  of  this  act,  and  finished  within  three  years 
thereafter,  this  act,  sod  all  the  privileges  which  it 
confers  on  the  Baldmore  and  Ohio  Ridlroad  Com- 
pany, shall  cesse,  and  be  entirely  void  and  of  no 

Mr.  Sehusb  said,  it  became  his  dutyg  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  of  Maryland,  which  has 
so  deep  an  interest  in  the  proposed  measnre,  to 
make  a  few  brief  remarks  in  support  of  Uie 
amendment  he  bad  offered.  Not  antJcipating 
that  this  bill  would  be  called  up  to-day,  said 
he,  I  rep^  that  I  have  not  had  time  for  reflec- 
tion, which  would  enable  me  to  do  thatjustjoe 
to  the  subject  which  its  great  importance  de- 
mands. 

This  is  a  great  national  work,  one  which  is  to 
.affect  the  interest  of  the  whole  United  States, 
and  therefore  demands  our  most  serious  consid- 
eration ;  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Congress, 
whilst  it  has  the  power,  to  bestow  that  atten- 
tion which  will  enable  us  to  protect  and  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  whole  country. 

The  construction  of  works  of  this  character 
may,  in  common  cases,  be  safely  confided  to  the 
discretion  of  the  corporation  which  bos  charge 
of  the  undertaking,  because  their  private  and 
individual  interest  is,  generally  speaking,  tho 
surest  guaranty  of  their  fidelity ;  but  the  case 
now  under  consideration  forms  an  eioeption  to 
this  general  rule.  The  work  in  question  is  of 
great  national  importance,  and  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  most  profitable  investments  of  money 
that  can  be  made  anywhere  In  this  conntrj ; 
whilst  many  rich  aud  powerful  nereons,  with 
great  resources  and  inflnence,  ana  having  op- 
posite and  conflicting  interests,  ore  enga^d  in 
[t,  and  have  the  control  of  the  corporation 
which  is  to  construct  it:  for  these  gentlemen, 
personally  and  individually,  I  have  great  ro- 
.  spect,  and  would  >a  soon  confide  in  thwr  integ- 
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rity  and  disioterestcdnesa,  oB  in  those  of  aaj 
other  company  in  existence ;  bnt,  under  exist- 
ing circamstaiices,  it  becomes  the  datj  of  Con- 
grea»y  as  tbe  guardians  of  the  pnblio  wdftre,  to 
give  sDch  a  direction  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ment as  will  effectually  promote  the  public  in- 
terest. 

The  amendment  I  have  offered,  embraoes 
three  distinct  propositions,  -  The  first  is,  that 
the  road  shall  be  made  in  snch  manner  and  over 
snch  gronnd,  and  in  such  ooaree  or  direction, 


To  tbia  proposition,  I  presnme  there  can  be  no 
objection :  becanse  tbe  United  States  engineers 
have  been  lorgejj  emplojod  in  locating  the 
■  main  track  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
and  may  safely  be  trusted  with  the  location  of 
this  lateral  branch,  whilst  the  pecnliar  circnm- 
Btanc«H  of  the  case  under  consideration  render 
snch  a  provision  Indispensably  neeesaarj.  The 
tribunal  wlkich  is  to  decide  on  tbe  location  of 
this  great  and  important  national  road,  ought 
to  be  placed  above  the  reach  and  even  above 
the  snspicion  of  local  feeling  and  private  int«r- 
eeta,  more  eep^ially  since  there  are  so  many 
oonBioting  and  opposing  interests  engaged  in 
tbe  undertaking.  Take,  for  example,  ^e  Balti- 
more end  of  the  proposed  road ;  three  different 
rentes  are  spoken  of,  and  all  have  powerful 
sapport  from  the  indlvidoals  whose  local  and 
private  interests  are  to  be  affected  hj  it 

The  first  of  these  routes,  lie  one  which  Is 
mppoaad  to  be  the  most  direct,  will  cross  the 
Patapsco  River  at  Slkridge  landing,  at  or  near 
Smith's  bridge ;  the  second  will  cross  tbe  river 
at  tiie  Patterson  viaduct,  and  the  third'  will  pass 
by  ZUicott's  mills.  Which  of  these  routes 
ODgbt  to  be  preferred,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  there 
is  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  each  one,  and,  no 
matter  which  is  selected,  there  will  be  much 
disaatisfaction  and  complaint,  unless  the  selec- 
tion be  made  by  some  independent  and  impar- 
tial tribunal  in  whom  alt  have  confidence. 
Buch,  I  suppose,  we  may  consider  a  board  of 
engineers  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
TXnited  States.  This  appears  to  be  almost  the 
only  seenrity  we  have  that  the  location  will  be 
made  with  a  view  to  the  pnblio  good,  and  the 
pablic  good  only.  Again,  let  ns  look  at  tbe  Dis- 
trict end  of  this  road,  and  hero  we  find  the  some 
kind  of  difficnitiea  and  embarrasements.  Wheth- 
er the  road  wilt  enter  Geoi^town  or  Waahing- 
ton,  or  at  what  point  of  either  city  it  will  enter, 
is  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  There 
are  several  practicable  routes,  all  of  which  have 
their  advocates ;  and  at  present  it  is  uncertain 
whether  the  road  will  diverge  to  the  west,  and 
pass  tbrongb  Anne  AnindeT  and  Uontgomery 
to  Georgetown,  or  whether  the  facilities  for 
conatruotion  are  soch  oa  to  permit  it  to  proceed 
in  nearly  a  direct  line  to  this  city,  wnere,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  it  ought  to  oome,  if  practi- 
cable; but  of  one  thing  we  are  certain,  that 
each  interest  will  endeavor  to  have  that  route 
■elected,  which  will  best  promote  its  own  par- 


ticular views.  Snob,  sir,  is  tbe  nature  of  man, 
and  we  may  talk  as  much  as  we  please  about 
patriotism  and  disinterestedness,  but  self-interest 
is  the  great  moving  principle  which  governs 
mankind,  and  most  of  us  will  obey  its  impulses. 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  even  pretend  to  rise 
above  this  feeling,  but,  like  other  men,  am  anz- 
ions  to  promote  what  1  believe  to  he  the  beat 
interests  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  I  believe 
that,  ou  examination  by  oompetent  persona,  the 
moet  advantageous  route  will  be  fonnd  to  pass 
tbntngh  the  very  heart  of  my  district,  and  will 
advance  tbe  local  interests  of  my  constituents ; 
1>elieving  this,  as  well  as  for  general  reasons  of 
a  pnbtic  nature,  I  am  anxious  that  an  impartial 
and  independent  tribunal,  which  has  no  local 
interests  or  local  feelings  to  Kratify,  shall  deug- 
nate  the  roate ;  and  if  I  am  disappointed,  I  wUl 
most  cheerfully  submit,  and  I  risk  nothing  in 
making  the  same  pledge  for  those  I  represuit. 
The  House  will  perceive  by  the  bill,  that  this 
road  Is  also  intended  fbr  tbe  transportation  of 
the  United  States  mail ;  this  increases  the  in- 
terest  of  the  Govemmeat  in  the  undertaking, 
and  is  a  strong  argunent  in  favor  of  tbe  amend- 
nent  I  have  offer^  beoanse,  if  it  be  intended 
for  a  mail  route,  the  saving  of  a  few  miles  is  of 
immense  importance. 

l^e  second  proposition  is,  that  there  ahaU 
be  no  higher  charges  for  tolls  or  transportation 
than  ore  allowed  by  law  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Rulroad  Company  for  tolls  or  transport*- 
tion  from  west  to  east.  This  requires  some  ex- 
planation.  By  tbe  charter  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  different  rates  of 
toll  are  allowed.  From  west  to  east,  they  are 
limited  to  one  oeat  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll,  and 
three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  transportation ; 
while,  from  east  to  west,  tboy  have  the  power 
to  charge  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll, 
and  the  same  ibr  transportation — making  an 
average  difference  of  fifty  per  cent  This  was 
right  and  proper  in  the  original  charter.  The 
work  is  the  most  splendid  and  important  of 
any  thing  of  the  kind  of  which  we  have  any 
account,  requiring  great  resources  and  much 
risk,  and,  after  all,  conid  only  be  regarded  at 
the  time  as  on  experiment  of  doubtfnl  character. 
Under  these  discouraging  turcumstanoes,  it  was 
necessary  to  grant  a  strong  and  literal  charter, 
holdiug  forth  great  inducements  to  men  of  cap- 
ital and  science  to  embark  in  the  enterprise: 
whilst  the  great  difflcnlties  to  be  encountered 
in  making  Uie  road  from  Baltimoreto  tbe  Ohio, 
and  the  large  expenditures  necessary  to  procure 
the  engioes,  vehicles,  and  other  fixtnres,  to 
transport  heavy  articles  up  a  continued  ascent 
over  the  mountains,  induced  the  Legislature  ot 
Maryland  to  grant  this  additional  fifty  per  cent. 
as  a  fair  remuneration  for  tbe  additional  trouble 
and  expense.    Bnt  similar  reasons  do  not  now 


exist  Tbe  proposed  road  wilt  pass  through 
comparatively  a  level  country.  The  eOTenaes 
of  constMction  will  he  moderate,  and  the  ne- 


cessary vehicles  and  propelling  power  can  be 
easily  and  die^y  obUined ;    therefore,  the 
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lovest  rate  of  tolls  and  transportation  allowed 
to  tlie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rtulroad  Company 
will  be  an  ample  remoneration  for  the  mone; 
and  labor  expended,  and  will  render  tiiis,tbe 
rooat  valnable  investment  now  to  be  made  ' 
the  United  BlAtea.  The  travelling  on  this  rou 
is  alreadj  immense ;  and  when  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Oanai  is  completed,  and  this  District 
filled  with  a  population  probabl;  p'eator  than 
tiiat  of  the  city  of  'Sew  York,  the  travel  and 
transportation  will  so  greatly  inoreaae,  that 
I  know  of  no  Improvement  of  the  kind  that  is 
likely  to  prove  so  valn&ble  to  the  proprietors. 

The  third  pro^ition  which  I  nave  snbmit^ 
ted,  directs  the  tmie  when  the  road  shall  com- 
mence and  be  completed ;  and  provides  that  ^ 
the  righta  and  privilejfefl  conferred  by  this  bill 
ehall  be.forfeited  by  non-compliance.  It  may 
appear  rather  invidious  to  place  the  company 
nnder  this  restriction,  and  I  would  not  do  so, 
if  I  did  not  believe  that  such  a  coarse  is  strictly 
correct,  and  not  only  correct,  bnt  due  to  the 
best  intereets  of  the  oonutry. 

This  oontemplated  road  is  a  great  public  hi^- 
way,  of  importance  to  the  whole  country,  and 
onglit  to  be  constructed  as  soon  as  possible  for 
the  public  convenience ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
holds  forth  great  advantages  to  the  proprietoi 
It  is  right  and  proper  that  the  Baltimore  ai 
Ohio  Bailroad  Company  should  have  the  power 
to  oonstmot  it  if  they  please.  They  are  " 
pioneers  in  this  valuable  species  of  internal 
provement,  which  is  likely  to  produce  an  en 
change  in  our  internal  commerce,  and  even  to 
change  the  face  of  the  interior  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  public  spirit  and  enterprise  have 
seldom  if  ever  teen  equalled,  and  never  sur- 
passed; and  they  have  embarked  their  private 
fortunes  to  a  very  large  amount,  in  what  at  the 
time  was  considered  bnt  at  best  a  doubtful  ex- 
periment; and  they  have  zealooaly  and  ably 
pushed  forward  this  great  work,  till  success  is 
no  longer  doubtjul;  but  although  it  will  prove  a 
blessing  to  the  country  at  large,  snch  have  been 
the  almost  insnrmonntable  dimculties  they  have 
had  to  contend  with,  and  so  great  the  eipendi- 
tore  of  money,  which  is  usnally  the  case  with 
a  first  undertaking,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  will  prove  profitable  to  the  stockholders, 
for  these  reasons,  sir,  when  we  are  now  about 
to  constrnct  an  addition  to  this  great  work,  we 
ODgbt,  as  liberal  and  generous  representatives 
of  the  nation,  to  confer  the  power  on  tlie  same 
company,  who  have  acted  as  pioneers  in  the 
great  undertaking,  in  order  thkt  the  certuu 
profits  which  wul  arise  from  the  ooe  work, 
may  remunerate  any  losses  which  they  may 
Buffer  by  the  other,  which,  whether  it  prove 
profitable  or  unprofitable  to  the  stockholders, 
will  certainly,  when  completed,  and  I  consider 
that  now  certain,  prove  a  national  blessing. 
But  still  this  amenoment  is  neoossar;.  Some 
unforeseen  occnrrence  may  prevent  the  con- 
stntctiou  of  liiis  road  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company ;  if  such  should  unfor- 
tunately prove  to  be  the  case,  we  ought  to  r»- 1 


serve  the  power,  and,  after  a  reasonable  timc^ 
confer  the  same  privileges  on  some  other  com- 
pany, that  will  speedily  construct  the  work; 
and  Uiere  is  no  danger,  even  if  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary for  the  Legidatnre  to  create  a  new  cor- 
poration for  the  purpose,  but  that  the  whole 
subscription  can,  at  any  time,  be  obtained  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  twenty-fonr  honrs. 
Money  is  cheap  and  plenty — It  is  difficult  to  find 

C Stable  investments,  and  this  scheme,  as  I 
e  before  stated,  promisee  to  be  very  profita- 
ble, and  will  be  eagerly  sought  after. 

Auay  of  Gold. 
3[r.  Cabsok  offered  a  resolndon  providing  that 

a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  on  assay  office  in  the 
gold  re^ons  of  North  Carolina. 

Ur.  FoBTEB  suggested  that  Georgia  also  should 
bs  added  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Casson  said  perhaps  it  would  he  better 
to  Bay  "  the  gold  regions  in  the  South." 

Mr.  ILatnxs  thought  that  rather  too  exten- 
sive a  range. 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  South  Carolina.  We  can  find 
a  little  gold  in  oni  State.  Suppose  we  sdd 
Sonlh  Carolina  too. 

The  resolution  was  finally  adopted,  with  the 
terms,  "  sold  regions  of  the  South ;"  and  the 
number  of  the  committee  directed  to  be  five. 

The  spedal  order  of  the  day  having  been  an- 
uounoed, 

Mr.  YEBPLAjroE  moved  that  they  be  post^ 
poned,  with  a  view  of  going  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  take 
np  certain  appropriaHon  bills,  which  it  was  tit 
"iportanoe  to  pass. 

Whdsksd^y,  January  5, 

Mr.  TnocsB  submitted  the  following  reoolo- 
tions,  which  he  intended  to  offer  as  an  ameQd- 
ment  to  the  Joint  resolution  reported  by  Mr, 
MoDuFFiB,  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Btates,  when  that  resolution  shall  oome 

>  for  oonaideration : 

Baalvad,  That  no  person  nho  shall  hereafter  be 
elected  Pceddent  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
shall  accept  the  same,  or  exercise  the  powers  there- 
oi^  shall  be  ^ain  eligible  to  sud  office. 

Retelved,  'niat  any  person  who  shall  be  elected 
President  of  the  Cnited  States  after  the  1th  d&y  of 
March,  1B33,  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of 
five  years. 

Pajf  of  Mtfiiben  of  the  Movat. 
Hi.  Chilton,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the 

following  resolution : 

Rtiolved,  Thai  the  Commhtee  on  the  PnbUo  Ex- 
penditures be  instnicted  to  inquire  Eato  the  expe- 
diency of  adopting  some  regulation  by  which  mem- 
bers of  each  branch  of  the  yational  Le^slatura 
shall  receive  the  allowance  of  eight  doUan  per  day 
only  for  the  number  of  days  of  each  aessian  on 
which  they  shall  have  been  in  actual  atlenda&ca 
upon  die  service  of  the  House  to  which  they  may 
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ICr.  TiLLUKB,  of  North  Carolina,  inqaired 
whether  the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopted  b7  the 
resolve  was  not  the  same  as  that  which  is  al- 
roadjr  in  operadon  t 

7he  Bprakzs  awd,  that  when  a  member  of  the 
Honse  ia  absent  on  leave,  his  attendance  ceases 
to  be  oharged.  When  members  are  absent 
witbont  leave^  no  aoconnt  is  taken  of  saoh 
sbaence,  everj  member  beins  presumed  to  be 

S-eaent  nnleas  alraent  from  ai^ness  or  on  leave. 
J  the  seventh-third  role  it  is  made  the  dntj  of 
tha  Committee  of  Acoonnta,  and  not  of  the 
Speaker,  to  andit  the  accoante  of  the  members 
for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Oovem- 
ment,  and  their  attendance  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Oabsom,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  of 
the  Chair  what  would  be  the  predse  effect  of 
the  resolution,  if  passed  t 

The  BivAKEa  said,  it  proposed,  in  its  present 
abape,  an  inquiry  onlj. 

Mr.  BABRiKaEB  Buggeeted  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  resolution  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
present  practice  of  withholding  pay  from  such 
members  as  are  absent  on  leave. 

Mr.  WHirrLESEY  suggested  a  different  modifl- 
oattoD,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  by  leave 
of  the  HoQse,"  the  words  "  on  btisinesa  of  the 

Mr.  CmLtOH  agreed  to  this  modification,  ao- 
oepting  it  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cabsoit  wished  to  know  what  would  be 
the  difference  between  the  effect  of  this  reeoln- 
tion  and  the  existing  rule ! 

Tbe  Spiakkb  swd  that  each  gentleman  must 
decide  tliat  for  himself,  by  oomparing  them. 

Mr.  Thokpsok,  of  Georgia,  did  not  know  but 
that  there  might  be  good  ground  for  the  com- 
plaint  presented  by  the  gentieman  from  Een- 
tnoky.  He  was  himself  of  opinion,  with  the 
honorable  mover,  that  members  ought  to  be 
puactilioiia  in  their  attendauce.  To  carry  this 
principle  fully  ont,  Mr.  T.  suggested  t«  the  gen- 
tleman to  amend  hia  proposition  so  as  to  re- 
quire all  members  who  have  absented  them- 
Eelves  to  refund  whatever  compenaatioa  they 
might  have  received  for  time  dnring  which  they 
vrere  not  in  attendance.  If  the  principle  was 
correct,  it  ahoold  operate  throughout, 

Mr,  Chtltox  said  that,  for  himself,  hcfelt  no 
flcniple  in  regard  to  the  nmendment  su^^ted ; 
for  ne  oonld  confidently  say  that  he  had  not 
been  absent  fW)m  the  Boose  for  a  single  day, 
except  when  detained  from  it  by  sickness.  But 
the  subject  was,  he  repeated,  adelicate  one;  he 
thonght  his  reeolution  went  far  enongli.  But, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  inclined  to  go 
ftirther,  he  woold  sng^t  to  hia  honorable 
friend,  in  retom  for  his  snggestion,  that  he 
ehonld  move  to  amend  the  reeolntioa  accord- 


o  move  any  amend- 


•"fi;, 


r.  TsonFaoff  declined  t 
ment  to  the  resolution. 
The  qnestdon  was  then  token  on  agreeing  t 


tbe  resolaUoQ,  and  decided — yeas  1C7,  naya 
SI. 
80  the  resolve  was  ap«ed  to. 
Mr.  JoBireoN  Bubmitt«d  the  follottiug : 
Jtttclted,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  Instructed  (oioqaireiDtotheeipedienayofsmBDi]- 
ing  (he  act  of  Cangrem,  passed  at  the  last  sesaon, 
entitled  "  An  set  for  the  relief  of  certain  olBceta 
and  soldiers  of  the  Tirgiuia  Line  and  navy  of  tiie 
continental  armj,  during  the  revoIutJODary  war,' so 
as  to  change  or  alter  the  first  section,  u  not  to  require 
evidence  u  to  the  line  on  which  the  reeolution  war- 
rant of  Tirginia  issued :  also,  to  emend  the  third  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  embrace  cases  where  warrants  have 
been  located  and  surveys  or  patents  prohibited  by 
law,  by  which  the  land  is  lest  to  the  locator :  also, 
to  cases  of  surreys  or  patents,  where,  by  the  high- 
est judidal  tribunal  oF  the  Btste,  or  United  States, 
the  land  has  been  taken  by  a  prior  or  belter  claim ; 
also,  to  provide  for  the  renewal  of  loet  or  destroyed 
certificates  or  scrip:  alao,  to  change  the  maiimum 
qoandty  of  land  allowed  to  l>e  appropriated  by  the 
mid  act  to  supply  the  claims  embraced  by  said  act: 
lastly,  to  make  such  alterations  as  the  sud  com- 
mittee may  consider  Just  and  eqniteble. 

Ur.  Hatnu  smd  that  the  resolntion  appeared 
to  be  of  an  important  nature.    He  certainly 


time  for  a  proper  ezainination  of  the  sulject, 
he  requested  the  genUeman  from  Kentnol^  to 
ooDEent  that  the  resolntion  be  Md  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow, 

Mr.  JooNBON  malting  no  ot^eotion,  the  reso> 
lution  took  that  conrse. 


TuxBDAT,  Jaaoary  11. 
Exm  nf  Military  Oad«U, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dbattoit,  it  was 

Suohid,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  eommimicate  to  this  Hoose  whether  tbe  existing 
laws  do  not  provide  for  a  icreater  number  of  cadets 
at  the  United  States  UiTitaTy  Academj,  than  is 
conustent  with  the  olgects  for  which  it  was  eetab- 
Uabed;  and,  if  so,  that  he  do  report  a  plan  and 
orgauiutlon  for  that  acadeoiy,  corresponding  with 
the  alterations  and  reductions  which  may  be  deemed 
expedient 

The  motion  prevuled. 

Dvty  on  Bugar. 

Mr.  Eatkbs,  of  0«orgia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing reeolntion ;  and  remarked  on  offering  it, 
that,  as  tbe  subject  of  it  was  interesting  to 
eveij  part  of  thecommonity,  hehopeditwonld 
not  be  denied  the  cotirtesy  of  a  con^deration. 

Jieiolvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reducing  the  duty  on  broon  sugar  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  RuiBBT  inquired  if  a  omilar  reaolntioa 
had  not  already  t>eea  offered  at  the  preeent  ses- 
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The  Spbakeb  replied  that  tLere  had  been  bo 

many  reaottitioas  offered,  he  couM  not  take  U 
upon  himself  to  tmswer  the  qaestion. 

Mr.  CoSDiOT  demanded  the  qnestion  of  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Hi-yma  asked  if  he  could  have  tax  op- 
portnnitj  to  modifj  the  reaolntion,  before  the 
qaestioD  of  consideration  v.-as  pnt. 

The  SpEiKBB  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Hatkes  tlien  modified  his  motion,  to 
read  as  follows : 

Whereu,  withoat  a,  eoiuidertble  dimlDutioo  of 
raTanne,  the  public  dnbt  will,  in  a  Ter;  few  jem, 
be  redeemed  and  discbiT^ed :  And  whereas  the 
end  of  republicsa  goverameat  is  the  proaperitf  *ad 
htppinew  of  the  people:  And  wfaereia  llde  end 
cumol  be  more  certnialr  promoted  tbui  by  a  ars* 
tem  of  taiatioD  which  aball  leave  the  Urgest  por- 
tioQ  of  tbe  producM  of  labor  b  [he  pockeu  of  the 
people:  And  whereas  the  neccBHiiieaoflifeihotdd, 
ai  far  u  practicable,  be  eiempted  from  taxation  : 
And  whereu  brown  lugar  baa  become  an  article  of 
great  and  necessary  coneuniptlon  among  all  classes : 
And  whereaa  the  present  dutj  on  that  article,  im- 
ported from  foreign  countriei,  bears  an  unjust  and 
eitntvagant  proportion  to  tbe  original  coat  in  for. 
dni markets;  And  wbereM  there  Is  goodreuon  to 
b&eve  that  the  tax  collected  by  tbe  QoTemmeuC, 
upon  it*  importation,  amounting  Co  one  million  four 
hundi^  and  thircy-four  thouaand  niDe  hundred  aod 
Aj,lf-oat  dollars  and  eleven  ceuta.  Is  less  than  half 
the  sum  taken  Trom  the  pocketa  of  the  people  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  duty,  the  quantity  man- 
ufactured [n  the  United  States  within  the  year  1830 
having  been  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand 
hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds 
at  three  cents  per  pound,  protecting  duty  equal  to 
three  millions  of  dollars — 

Rtmlved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  duty  on  brown  sugar  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  foreign  countries. 

On  this  resolntion  Mr.  Cosdiot  demanded 
the  qnestion  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Mabtiit  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Now 
Jersey,  and  others  who  suataioed  the  tariff  pot- 
icy,  were  determined  to  prevent  the  considera- 
tion of  this  itnbject,  he  would  suggest  that  their 
object  oonld  be  effected  by  moviog  to  lay  the 
rcBolntioQ  on  the  table  and  ptinting  it.  That 
motion  would  prevent  discnsaion,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  the  House  and  the  world  would  see 
the  natnre  and  character  of  the  reaolutlon,  in 
favor  of  which  they  refused  to  hear  a  single 

Mr.  Dstnn  renewed  the  demand  for  the 
question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Camdbblbko  called  for  the  yeas  and  nnjs 
on  the  question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House.     Being  lAkeD,  they  stood:    yeas  89, 

Mr.  Hatnks  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad, 
notwithstandiog  the  rule  which,  however  wise- 
ly adopted,  was  in  its  operation  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  abridge  tlie  liberty  of  speech,  that  the 
House  had  extended  to  the  resolution  just  of- 
ered  the  courtesy  of  consideration.    He  was 


wilting  to  have  rested  the  subject  solely  npon 
the  resolntion  first  offered,  and,  bnt  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  a  refusal  to  connder  it,  shonld 
not  have  modified  it  by  tbe  addition  of  the  pre- 
amble. Bnt,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  unex- 
pectedly, afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting a  few  observations  to  its  attention,  he 
would  not  permit  that  opportimity  to  paaa 
away  wholly  unimproved  by  him.  When  he  nad 
the  honor  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  consid- 
eratioD  of  the  House  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  sessiou,  he  had  extended  his  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  class  of  sugars,  becans^ 
whether  they  had  been  imposed  for  the  pur 
pose  of  revenue  or  protection,  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  duties  ought  to  be 
entirely  abolished.  Bnt,  in  introducing  the  sub- 
ject thus  broadly,  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
Committee  of  W  ays  and  Means  would  he  neces- 
sarily restricted  in  their  inquiry  to  tbe  mere 
Suestion  of  repeal ;  hut  if,  in  their  wisdom,  it 
lould  be  determined  that  a  partial  reduction 
of  the  duties  was  all  the  exigendes  of  the  conn- 
try  would  permit,  they  would  be  authorized  to 
go  so  far  and  no  farther.  For  his  part,  he  had 
formerly  believed,  he  now  believed,  and  ever 
should  believe,  that  the  trne  end  of  Govern- 
ment was  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people ;  and  for  the  fnrtheranoe  of  this  end,  it 
was  essential  that  the  necessaries  of  life  should 
be  subjected  to  the  smallest  amount  of  taxation 
which  the  public  exigencies  would  permit. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  use 
of  the  article  of  snijar — if  it  was  first  a  modi- 
cine,  and  then  a  Inxury — it  had  become  an  ar- 
ticle of  essential  necessity,  as  was  proven  by 
the  estimated  consumption  of  the  present  year, 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  mUlious  of  pounds. 
Nor  in  this  character  is  ite  use  confined  to  any 
particular  or  favored  class  of  the  communitj, 
but  runs  through  every  degree  and  condition 
in  life.  Nor  is  it  any  answer  to  this  assertion 
to  s[^,  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue  has  Iteen  derived  from 
their  consnmption  within  the  years  1815  \o 
1829,  iuolulive.  And  here  he  would  reinark^ 
that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of  the  country 
■re  accessible  to  nil,  it  is  important  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  enlightened  npou  the  ex- 
isting tax  ou  sugar.  But,  before  proceeding 
further  with  the  sutfject,  he  would  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  how  much  soever  geoUemen  might 
sneer  at  the  proposition,  that,  nnder  our  system 
of  revenue,  the  taxes  are  pud  by  the  pro- 
ducers, no  proposition  was,  to  his  mind,  more 
clear  and  imdeniable,  as  consumption  must 
necessarily  be  regulated  by  production.  By  an 
examination  of  the  tariff  of  1816,  and  refer- 
ence to  the  annual  reports  from  the  Treasury 
Department  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  States,  sinoe  that  period,  it  woold 
be  found  that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  im* 

Eirt  of  lump  and  refined  sugars  and  sugar  candy 
ad  amounted  to  prohibition ;  thus  effectually 
depriviug  the  consumer  of  any  choice  what- 
soever between  the  foreign  and  domestie  arti- 
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dea.  Nor  to  tiiis  all ;  for  inasmnoh  as  the  con' 
mmption  of  brown  engtU'  among  the  poorer 
elaases  is  much  greater  jq  proportion  to  their 
means  than  among  the  wMlthy,  the  tax  falls 
most  hearilj  apon  tlioee  who  are  least  able  to 
bear  it  And  here  he  would  take  the  occasion 
to  remark,  that,  although  he  BtiU  entertaiaed 
the  opinion,  under  the  mf  aence  of  which  his 
reaolntion  of  the  18th  of  Deoember  was  of- 
fered, the  advice  of  Mends,  and  the  hope  of  a 
more  fiiTorable  oonBideration,  had  indaced  him 
to  narrow  that  reaolntion  to  its  present  shape. 
Bat  who  seeks  for  the  repeal  or  reduction  of 
taxes  t  Not  the  recover,  bnt  the  pajer  of 
tAxeai 

He  regretted  that  he  had  no  apeciflo  Infor- 
mation R8  to  the  price  of  sQgar  in  foreign  conn- 
trieo,  when  the  tariff  of  I7M  was  imposed. 
Bnt,  if  he  had  been  correctly  informed,  the 
foreign  cost  of  brown  sngar  imported  into  this 
ooimtry  at  that  period,  was  not  less  than  eight 
to  ten  oenis  per  ponnd.  If  this  be  true,  it  is 
the  obvious  tnferenoe  that  Government  did 
not  then  intend,  by  a  tariff  of  two  cents  per  > 
pound,  to  impose  a  duty  which  shonld  operate 
oa  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-flve  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  on  the  original  cost  of  the  article. 
But,  as  the  foreign  cost  has  considerably  de- 
dined  dnce  that  period,  thereby  increasing  tlie 
relation  of  the  duty  to  such  cost,  if  the  duty 
of  ITH  bad  not  been  increased  by  the  act  of 
J818,  it  would  now  operate  at  the  rate  of  forty 
to  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the 
original  foreign  cost.  But,  by  raising  the  duty, 
in  1616,  to  three  cents  per  ponnd  on  brown 
angar,  its  ad  valorem  operation  is  still  greater, 
being  not  less  than  one  handrbd  per  cent.  In 
the  dieciusion  of  this  subject,  we  might  be  told 
that  the  average  price  of  sugar  hod  declined 
in  oonseqnenee  of  its  mannfoctnre  in  this  coun- 
try, and,  therefore,  sound  policy  requires  the 
Gontinnance  of  the  present  auty.  If  gentlemen 
would  tate  the  tronblo  to  inform  themselves  on 
this  snbject,  he  was  satisSed  they  would  find 
that  nieh  an  assertion  was  wholly  without 
(■Miadatiou.  For  his  part,  he  hod  been  at  some 
puns  to  obt»n  information,  the  result  of  which 
wa%  that  the  price  of  sngar  imported  into  Eng- 
land, fttira  the  year  16H  to  182S,  Indosive,  had 
onder^ne  an  astonishing  dimiuntion,  no  part 
of  which  conld  he  asoril>ed  to  its  manufacture 
in  this  country.  By  a  reference  to  a  statistical 
work  on  the  population  and  resources  of 
Great  Britain,  which  he  had  examined,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  average  price  of 
brown  augar  imported  into  England,  iu  the  for- 
mer year,  was  seventy-three  shillings  and  four 
pence  CHie  farthing  the  hundred  weight,  and, 
in  tbe  latter  year,  but  thirty -one  shllliugs  and 
one  farthing.  Bnreiy  this  could  not  he  ascribed 
to  ita  mannfactnre  here.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  the  price  of  either  year  depended  upon  a 
■tinted  aupply  in  the  one,  or  an  eicesdve  im- 
portation in  the  other,  as  a  oonaiderable  surplus 
waa  exported  in  each. 
And  here  be  would  repeat,  substantially, 
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what  was  aud  daring  the  discussion  of  the 
East  India  sugar  duty  in  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons,  in  1823,  by  the  late  Mr,  Huskiason,  one 
of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  Eng- 
iand'has  ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may 
well  he  lamented  in  that  oonntry  as  a  great 
public  calamity,  that,  whenever  there  is  on  ex- 
cess of  import  over  consumption,  the  price  of 
the  uijcle  must  be  regnlatea  by  the  market*  of 
the  world.  He  said,  that  a  proposition  of  sndt 
obvious  truth  did  not  require  the  ^d  of  illus- 
tration or  argument  from  him.  Not  only  haJd 
the  British  market  exercised  an  influence  OQ 
the  price  of  the  artide,  hut  the  French  market 
also.  And  here  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak 
BO  definitely  as  to  the  price  id  France,  as  he 
had  done  of  England.  Nor  was  it  important 
for  him  to  do  80,  as  the  influence  eieroised  by 
the  French  market  on  the  price  of  sugar  origi- 
nated principally  from  the  partial  eidumon  of 
the  article.  It  must  be  well  known  to  every 
member  of  this  House,  that,  during  the  wars 
of  the  French  revolution,  the  angar  colonies  of 
France  were  cut  off  f^om  the  mother  country, 
and  that  although  the  commerce  between  those 
colonies  and  the  mother  oonntry  entered  for 
several  years  very  largely  into  the  American 
cwrying  trade,  yet  the  interpolations  of  na- 
tional law,  brought  to  operate  upon  neutrals  by 
the  principal  belligerents,  at  length  destroy^ 
that  trade  entirely.  Accustomed  to  the  use  of 
sugar,  the  French  people  were  not  willing  to 
forego  this  necessary  article  of  oonsumptiou, 
and  their  ingenuity  soon  famished  a  substitute 
in  the  sugar  extracted  ftom  the  beet.  The  cid- 
ture  of  the  beet,  and  the  extraction  of  sugar 
from  it,  had  grown  to  snob  an  extent  before 
the  general  pacification  of  Enrope  in  ISIG,  ibat 
the  Oovemmeut  imposed  a  high  duty  on  for- 
eign sugar,  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic. 
This  system  hod  not  been  abandoned  ainoe  the 
recovery  of  the  French  sugar  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies.  Thus  it  was  probable  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  sugar  manufactured  in 
those  colonies  was  necessarily  thrown  npon  the 
great  market  of  the  world.  He  said,  if  the 
foots  and  inferences  upQn  nhich  he  had  thrown 
himself,  were  tme,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
could  be  snocessfally  controverted,  the  price  of 
sngar  arising  from  its  manufactare  in  this  coun- 
try, so  for  from  regulating.  Lad  been  regi^ted 
by  the  markets  of  the  worid.  But,  before  dis- 
missiug  this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  would 
observe  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  the  English 
market  coalQ  not  have  been  influenced  by  any 
variation  of  tbe  duty,  as  that  fluctuated  be- 
tween twenty-seven  and  thirty  shillings  tiie 
hundred  weight,  making  a  difference  of  but 
three  shillings  the  hnudred  weight  between 

Sf  two  years  of  the  period  to  wbich  be  bad 
erred.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  hish 
duty  in  Great  Britain  oonsiderftbly  lessens  the 
amount  of  sugar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thns  leaving  a 
mncb  larger  quantity  for  the  supply  of  ouer 
markets,  and  oonsequently  lowering  its  price 
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in  those  markete.  Bat  we  might  dariTO  in- 
BtmctioD  on  this  subject,  by  ft  reference  to  the 
Treasnnr  reports  npoa  the  commeroe  and  navi- 
gation of  this  oouDti7  from  1821  to  1820,  in- 
dumve.  During  that  whole  period,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  forugn  cost  of  brown  sn^ 
imported  into  th»  United  States  had  not  vanad 
more  than  aboat  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  that 
not  hj  a  nniformlj  declining  price.  Nor  will 
it  fail  to  be  observed,  npon  an  examination  of 
the  reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of 
brown  BOgar  paTing  duty,  was  greater  in  1829 
than  in  1821,  and  not  much  leas  than  the  aver- 
age annual  importation  of  the  whole  period. 
Nor  misht  it  be  improper  for  him  here  to  re- 
mark, that  there  was  a  considerable  """"°1  ex- 
portation with  the  benefit  of  drawbaek  from 
1821  to  1629,  inolonve.  If  it  oould  be  neoea- 
aar7  for  him  to  go  farther  to  account  for  the 
gradual  decline  in  the  price  of  sugar  through- 
out the  oommeroial  world  within  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  it  would  be  safBoient  to  advert  to 
the  large  amount  of  labor  released  from  the 
porpoeee  of  war  aboat  the  oommenoement  of 
that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of 
its  valne,  in  all  the  productions  of  human  in- 
dnstrj.  But,  as  the  kindness  of  a  friend  had 
famished  him  with  the  means  of  doing  so  nnoe 
the  oommenoement  of  his  remarks,  he  woold 
state  some  additional  facts  beering  upon  the 
probable  causes  of  the  diminished  price  of  sn- 
Kar  within  the  last  few  jean.  He  bad  brought 
down  tiie  price  of  sogar  imported  into  Great 
Britain  to  the  year  1838,  and  was  now  prepared 
to  trace  it  to,  1828,  at  the  close  of  which  it 
was  twentr-SBven  BbiUings  the  hundred  weight. 
Nor  was  this  ocsasioned  bj  diminished  dnty— ' 
the  datj  having  been  ponnaaently  fixed  at 
twenty-seven  abiUinga  the  hundred  weight,  or 
one  hondred  and  twdve  pounds.  He  was  also 
prepared  to  state  specifically  the  effect  which 
the  protection  affonled  in  France  to  sagar  ex- 
tracted from  the  beet  had  produced  on  the  con- 
sumption of  West  India  sugar  in  that  oonatry 
in  the  year  I82T — the  consumijtion  amounting, 
in  a  population  eioeedisg  thirty  millions,  to  no 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  miUions 
of  pounds.  But,  when  we  oonsider  that  the 
whole  cODsamption  of  sugar  in  France  and  the 
British  Empire  in  Eorope,  equals  six  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  annually,  (the  consumption 
of  England  alone,  in  1823,  having  been  estimat- 
ed by  Mr.  Huskisson  at  three  handred  aaA  sisty 
millions,)  and  reflect  on  the  immenHe  addition^ 
qnsntitj  necessary  to  supply  all  the  ooun 
of  the  world  which  consume  the  article,  it  ] 
be  manifest  that  its  manufacture  in  tiie  United 
States  exercises  a  very  insensible,  if  any,  influ- 
ence on  its  price  either  at  home  or  abroad. 
But  our  own  commercial  history  furnishes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown 
sugar  within  a  few  years,  as  remarkable  as  any 
that  has  been  mentioned,  and  that,  too,  without 
any  poesible  reference  to  its  manufacture  in  this 
oountry.  If  ^ntlemenwill  ezamiuethe  prices 
oorrent  of  Fhiladelpbia  for  the  yean  1804  to 
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180T,  inolosive,  tbey  will  find  that,  from  Jans 
of  the  former  to  the  same  month  of  the  bttw 
year,  the  price  declined  from  twelve  and  me 
half,  to  nine  oents  per  pound,  and  that,  too,  at 
a  period  when  our  fi>T«ign  relations  with  the 
most  powerful  maritime-  nation  in  the  world 
threatened  serious  intermption  to  our  fiMwpk 
trade,  aoA  aonaequentiy  a  oiminished  import  of 
Bugar.  He  sud,  tiiat  a  strong  additi(»al  arga- 
ment  against  the  presnmplJoD  that  the  prioe  ot 
brown  sngar  in  other  ooontrin  had  been  infiQ- 
loed  by  the  mann&cture  <tf  that  artide  io 
lis,  was,  that  the  prioe  of  white  di^ed  mRar, 
1  article  not  of  American  maDofaetnr^  am 
experienced  a  oorresponding  dvcliue.  He  had 
asoertuned  by  an  ezamination  of  tlie  Philadel- 
phia prices  current,  from  1808  to  1807,  ibd»- 
aive,  that,  in  the  former  year,  this  article  ww 
quoted  in  that  market  at  seventeen  aod  one- 
half  cents  per  pound,  and  in  the  latter  at  but 
thirteen  ano  one-half,  a  difference  of  four  owts 
per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  yean. 
And  although  he  had  no  means  of  asoert^nijig 
the  cost  in  the  foreign  market,  it  could  not  but 
be  presumed  to  have  been  oonsiderabl;  higher 
than  the  average  of  the  six  yean  ending  with 
1829,  within  which,  notwithstanding  ibm  ma 
some  variation  in  the  prioea  of  different  year*, 
he  did  not  believe  the  average  would  be  fooid 
to  exceed  seven  and  one-half  cents  per  pound. 
As  the  operation  of  a  part  of  the  system  of 
duties  on  sagars,  he  woald  state  what  he  had 
no  doubt  was  true,  that  in  ewne  instanoes  mod 
more  drawback  had  l>een  allowed  on  the  ex- 
portation of  refined  sugar  than  the  duty  pre- 
viously paid  on  the  raw  sngar  from  which  it 
waa  made.  In  fiwt,  that  the  article  allnded  to 
as  thus  receiving  drawbadc,  was  not  worth  tin 
average  price  of  brown  sugsr,  and  that  litUe, 
if  any,  loss  of  quantity  had  probably  been  ms- 
tained  by  converting  the  one  into  the  other. 
This,  he  add,  he  understood,  had  undergone  jo- 
dioi^  investigation,  and  the  court  had  ben 
oompelled  to  decide  that  the  article  came  with- 
in the  technical  meaning  of  refined  sngar,  un- 
der the  law.  Butf  although  this  was  an  ahiuat 
he  would  not  leave  the  aooject  without  a  pass- 
ing notice  of  the  protection  afforded  to  Amm 
Ji^  refiners  of  sugar  in  this  country.  By  the 
tariff  of  1816.  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  im- 
ported into  this  counOT'  ia  twelve  cents  per 
pound.  He  believed  that  one  hundred  aod 
seventy  Voonds  of  raw  sugar  were  generally 
estimated  as  equal  to,  or  enfflcient  for,  the  maa- 
n&ctore  of  one  handred  pounds  of  refined. 

He  did  not  know  precisely  how  it  waa  esti- 
mated in  this  country.  He  knew  that  this  waa 
considered  to  be  the  standard  in  Great  Britain, 
and,  as  he  understood  five  cents  pw  pound  to 
be  tiie  drawback  allowed  on  tiie  eiportatirai  of 
American  refined  sugar,  presumed  the  English 
and  American  standard  md  not  materially  vary. 
What,  then,  said  he,  is  the  oousequenoe !  That 
the  refiner  of  sngar  in  this  ooantry  reoeivea  a 
drawback  to  the  whole  amount  of  doty  on 
what  he  exports,  and  a  proteotdng  duty  of 
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larea  oente  tbe  potmd  on  all  that  is  eomnined 
in  tfce  «matrj.  He  did  not  pr«t«Dd  to  know 
what  is  the  cost  of  TefiDing,  bnt,  to  his  mtod, 
the  tax  appeared  to  be  enormously  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  ralne  of  the  article  apon  whioh 
It  ia  laid.  But,  in  disoossing  this  nil^eot,  it  is 
neoeoanry  that  we  oonsider  ita  inflaence  npoti 
amne  of  the  vatioos  and  important  interests  of 
the  oomtry.  We  have  been  told  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaaary,  in  bis  annaal  report 
npon  the  Goanoes,  that  the  navigation  of  the 
eonntry  ia  in  a  mmt  langaiihing  condition. 
This  muBt  be  manifest,  if  we  look  at  the  dimin- 
iehed  valne  of  onr  exports  and  Imports  within 
the  laat  five  yearn  If  h«  was  not  mistaken, 
tbon^  he  had  not  very  recentif  examined  the 
antyect,  he  believed  that  both  exports  and  im- 
ports had  declined  in  uinnal  value  within  that 
period,  about  thirty  millloDs  of  dollars  each. 
He  sud,  although  for  his  part,  be  had  no  doubt 
ti»  evil  just  adverted  to  had  a  much  deeper 
root,  be  was  prepared  to  betteva  and  did  W 
lieve,  that  a  due  proportion  of  the  depression 
nnder  which  Amerioan  navigation  now  lan- 
gniahe^  may  b«  Juatly  attributed  to  the  restrio- 
Moa  iropoaed  by  the  ezistiog  duty  on  sugar, 
vpoB  onr  interoourae  with  angtr-making  eoun- 
tries ;  and  for  evidence  of  tbe  partial  effects  of 
these  restrietionB  on  American  trade  and  navi- 
galiofl,  be  wetdd  refer  gentlemen  to  the  oor- 
re^modeDce  between  Qeneral  Von  Scholten, 
the  speetal  ministor  from  Denmark,  and  the 
Bea<etary  of  State,  whieh  had  lately  been  com- 
nnnieated  by  die  Preirident  to  Congress,  and 
praited  by  order  of  the  House.  He  had  not 
troubled  the  House  with  the  inquiry  whether 
the  duty  hnpoeed  by  the  act  of  181S  waa  in- 
tended for  revenue  or  protection,  or  partly  for 
both.  This  was  unuecesSarf,  as  he  had  ex- 
preaaed  the  opinion  at  the  outset,  that  whether 
ded^ed  for  the  one  or  tbe  other,  repeal  or  re- 
dnetion  was  now  neoessary.  In  investigating 
the  effect  of  this  duty  on  American  navigation, 
he  had  looked  over  a  part  of  the  ennnal  report 
m  conuneree  and  navigation  for  the  year  ISSS, 
for  the  purpose  of  asoertaining  tbe  trne  state 
of  tbe  matter.  Upon  a  oarefbl  examination,  he 
bad  found,  that,  although  onr  exports  for  that 
year  to  the  Swedisli,  Danish,  Dntch,  British,  and 
FVench  West  Indies,  BritiBh  American  colonies, 
Ouba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the 
Weet  Indiea  gMieraUy,  amounted  to  fifteen  mil- 
tioD  three  hundred  and  two  thoasand  an^  eighteen 
dollars,  yet  the  imports  amounted  to  no  more 
than  twelve  million  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
foor  thonaand  three  hundred  and  forty-two  dol- 
lars, showing  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
of  two  million  aiz  baodred  and  twenty-seven 
thousand  dght  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars. 
As  the  value  of  the  exports  was  estimated  in  the 
horns  market,  and  of  imports  In  the  foreign,  it 
ia  difficult  to  reconcile  the  excess  of  the  former 
over  the  latter,  upon  any  principle  consistent 
wUh  profitable  trade.  Bnt  the  subject  seer 
present  further  lllnstraCion  when  we  compare 
the  amoimt  of  tonnage  engt^ed  in  this  busi- 


ness, which  entered  and  departed  within  the 

1  period.     This  comparison  shows  an  ex- 

of  seventy  thoasand  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons  of  shipping  departed,  over  that 
which  entered  during  that  year.  He  had  not 
attempted  on  accurate  estimate  of  the  foreign 
tonnage  engaged  in  this  trade  within  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  did  not  believe  It 
would  materially  vary  the  result.  But  if  we 
include  the  trade  with  Hayti,  which  shows  a 
considerable  balance  of  imports  over  exports, 
it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  against  us  to 
but  little  leas  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 
He  siud;  further  comment  on  this  subject  could 
not  be  neoessary.  And  here  he  said  he  could 
but  regret  that  tbe  information  called  for  by  an 
honorable  member  tnim  North  Carolina,  (Mr, 
OoNNRB.)  at  the  last  session  of. Congress,  and 
that  which  had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution 
which  was  offered  by  himself  since  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  present,  had  not  yet  been 
received  from  the  Treasury  department.  And 
although  be  came  not  here  as  the  eul<w{8t  of 
any  man,  it  would  become  him  to  say,  that  If 
the  information  sought  for  by  the  resolutions  to 
which  he  had  alladed,  had  been  within  the 
power  of  the  able  and  diligent  head  of  that  de- 
partment, he  had  no  doubt  It  would,  before 
now,  have  been  commnnicated  to  this  House. 
He  regretted  the  absence  of  this  information, 
portionlarly  as  we  ore  without  any  specific  data 
upon  whi(di  to  estimato  the  amount  of  c^tital 
employed  in  the  cnlture  of  the  cane  and  the 
manufW^re  of  sugar  in  this  conntry,  and  the 
annud  profit  which  it  affords.  It  has  been 
stated  that  tbe  quantity  manu&ctured  in  this 
country  in  the  year  1880  amounts  to  one  hnn- 
dred  thousand  hogsheads,  or  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  Asaoming  the  amount  im- 
ported in  ISSO  as  the  standard  of  importation 
of  1880,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  consumption  of  the  present  year  cannot  fall 
short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
pounds.  If  this  estimate  be  correct,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  arrive  at  the  amonnt  of  contribution 
levied  upon  the  whole  Inaaa  of  ooniumers  by 
tbe  operation  of  the  present  unequal  and  mo^ 
burdensome  tax  on  this  article.  In  his  view 
of  the  SD^eet,  there  was  no  doubt  the  consum- 
ers were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 
Eonnd  npon  the  whole  consumption  of  one 
undred  and  fifty  millions,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  6te 
the  present  year;  thus  showing  that  this  tax 
which  carries  Into  the  Treasury  but  one  mil- 
lion  and  a  half  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  of  three 
millions  into  the  pock^  of  tbe  American 
ntBDafacturers  of  brown  sngar.  If  be  should 
be  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  condnalon,  he 
would  answer,  that  he  had  been  informed,  and 
did  not  believe  the  fact  could  be  controvwte^ 
that  the  difference  between  the  short  price  and 
the  long  price  of  sugar  in  onr  greatest  commer- 
cial city,  was  precisely  the  amount  of  the  du^ 
of  three  cents  per  pound. 
As  his  remarks  might,  perehamM^  attract  fita 
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notice  of  other  ejes  tban  those  of  oommeroial 
men'  he  would  state,  that  the  short  price  wm 
the  price  withoDt  the  dntj,  aad  the  long  priM 
the  price  incladine  the  dat;.  Bo  that,  as  no 
foreign  sngar  regularly  Imported  can  be  oon- 
emned  in  the  comitrj  without  jiajiog  the  long 
price,  the  dot;  is  neoeaaartly  paid  on  all  bo  cod- 
Bamed.  It  might  be  objected,  that  domestic 
ragar  is  lower  in  the  market  of  New  Orleans 
than  the  average  price  of  foreign  sagar  in  the 
Atlantic  cities  on  which  daties  nas  been  ptud : 
bnt  he  apprehended  no  essential  difference  will 
be  found  between  the  prices  of  the  foreign  and 
domestic  articles  in  the  Atlantic  cities  aboTe 
referred  to.  And  he  has  been  informed,  and 
believes,  that  foreign  sngar  at  the  short  price, 
or  iatj  off,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be 
bonght  at  a  cooddorablj  lower  price  in  our 
Northern  markets,  than  tbe  domestio  in  the 
market  of  New  Orleans.  If  this  be  the  fact, 
woold  not  the  article,  if  the  dat;  shonld  be 
materially  reduced,  oome  aa  cheaply  from  the 
West  Indies,  or,  indeed,  more  so,  than  from 
New  Orieans  9  But,  in  toe  remarks  which  he 
had  anbmitted  upon  the  snlyect  as  oonneoted 
with  the  navigation  of  the  country,  he  bad  not 
adverted  to  the  recent  recovery  of  the  direct 
trade  with  the  British  West  India  Islands.  He 
could  not  speak  advisedly  on  the  subject,  but 
had  no  doubt  a  redaotiou  of  the  duty  on  brawn 
sngar  wonld  have  a  most  salntary  influence  (m 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  acquisi- 


that  reduction  as  likely  to  destroy,  or  essential- 
ly diminish,  the  manofaotnre  of  brown  sngar 
in  this  country.  The  enormous  profits  which 
he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  en- 
gaged in  this  manufacture,  mi^t  well  bear 
some  redaction — and,  when  we  consider  the 
langiuahing  condition  of  other  agriealCoral  pnr- 
snits,  ought  to  be  made  to  hear  IL  What  is  the 
general  condition  of  agricnlture  thronghoat  the 
conntry,  it  is  not  neceasar;  to  state,  nor  the 
large  portion  of  onr  peonle  who  derive  tiieir 
Bubsiatenoe  from  its  nara  earnings.  He  miwt 
agEun  express  his  regret  tor  the  want  of  more 
specifio  information  on  the  subject.  In  the 
absenoe  of  such  information,  he  must  rely  upon 
m  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase 
and  supply  with  the  necessary  stock,  machin- 
ery, and  subsistence  for  one  year,  a  plantatitni 
for  sixty  hands,  and  the  probable  product  of 
ibtai  labor,  as  a  standard  of  the  proQts  of  this 
pDranit.  The  estimate  he  would  first  offer  was 
one  said  to  have  been  mode  by  an  individual 
who  lias  bad  some  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  business  as  conducted  in  one  of  the  sugar 
colonies  of  France.  He  said  he  did  not  intend 
to  rely  solely  on  this  estimate ;  bat,  alter  pre- 
sentingit,  be  woald  offer  others  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  which,  he  was  pnrsaadeid,  wonld 
be  found  not  to  present  a  pictore  too  favorable 
to  the  manufaotnrer  of  brown  sngar  in  this  couu- 
tij.    The  estimate  to  which  he  had  referred 
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puts  down  the  sixty  bauds  at  an  average  of 
three  hnndred  dollars,  making  an  aggregate  of 
eighteen  thousand  dollars.  Fivehundred  acres 
of  land  at  ten  dollars  per  acre,  five  thonsand 
dollars ;  dwelling,  negro,  and  other  honse)^ 
works,  tools,  steam  engines,  tc.,  at  twenty- 
three  thousand  dollars ;  one  year's  Bubdstence, 
inclnding  incidental  expenses,  at  four  thonsand 
dollars — making  s  total  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Taking  the  quantity  of  land  cultivated  in  cane 
at  three  hnndred  acres,  and  the  average  product 
of  sugar  at  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  ponndj 
per  acre,  will  be  three  hundred  and  serenty-five 
thousaud  pounds.  The  quantity  of  molasses  at 
eighty-four  gallons  per  acre,  will  be  three  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  gallooa  of  molas- 
ses. Estimating  the  sugar  at  five  cents  the 
ponnd,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
gaUon,  the  gross  revenue  will  be  twenty-two 
thonsand  five  hundred  dollars,  tivm  which  de- 
duct three  thousand  dollars  for  yearly  eipeuMS, 
and  it  will  leave,  of  net  income,  nineteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  or  about  thirty-nine 
per  cent,  npon  the  whole  investment  Mr.  9. 
said,  although  the  estimated  average  valne  (^ 
slaves  in  other  States  might  seem  to  justify  the 
average  assumed  for  the  gang  of  sixty,  yet,  as 
the  estimate  might,  by  some,  be  considered  toe 
low  for  Louisiana,  he  would  add  ten  thonsand 
dollars  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  and  then,  assuming  the  same  annual  pro- 
duct from  it,  if  he  had  made  no  mistake  in  the 
calculation  the  net  profit  wonld  exceed  thir^- 
two  per  cent.  Bnt  suppose  we  ^et  down  the 
capital  invested  at  one  nundred  thonsand  dol- 
lars, instead  of  fifty,  and  calcolate  upon  the 
same  product,  the  profit  will  be  near  twen^ 
per  cent. ;  and  if  we  add  half  a  cent  per  pound 
to  the  estimated  value  of  the  sngar,  (and  he  bad 
been  informed  that  the  last  advices  from  New 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sum,)  the  profit,  taking 
the  whole  cost  of  the  estahlishmcnt  at  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  wonld  exceed  twenl7 
per  centum  per  annum.  Bnt,  suppose  the  me- 
dium snm  of  sevenly~five  thousand  dolWs  be 
taken  as  the  cost  of  the  plantation,  hands,  Ac, 
and  estimate  the  prodoct  at  four  thousand 
pounds  to  the  hand,  and  he  wonld  veutnre  the 
decided  opint<m  that  the  hands  actually  em- 
ployed do  not  fall  below  that  average,  estimat- 
ing the  sum  of  two  hondred  and  forty  pounds 
of  sngar  at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twenty  thonsand  one  hundred  and  sixty  gallons 
of  molassea  at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  tbs 
reeolt  is  the  gross  snm  of  sixteen  thousand  tve 
hnndred  and  twenty -foor  dollars,  which,  allow- 
ing four  thonsand  two  hundred  and  tw«ity-fonr 
dollars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars  clear  profit,  or  sixteen  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Where  is  the  agriculturist,  engaged  in  any 
other  branch  of  this  widely  diversified  pursuit, 
who  realizes  one-tlurd  of  this  profit  from  the 
capital  and  labor  which  he  employe?  Snrel; 
not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  limited  market 
and  scanty  profits  we  have  heard  bo  much ;  and 
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as  snrel;  not  the  tobacco  or  cotton  grower, 
who,  witb  so  much  difficoltj  briuR  the  two 
Bides  of  tbe  leger  to  meet.  He  said  ne  had  no 
practical  information  on  tiis  subject,  but,  from 
what  he  bad  heard  apon  authontj,  he  did  not 
question  two  thousand  poauds  of  sugar  had 
been  manufaotored  from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one 
of  the  southern  coantiea  of  Georgia,  and  he  had 
nnderstood  that  a  like  ^uautity  had  been  maou- 
&ctnred  bj  some  individual  in  Florida,  aince 
the  commeQcemeat  of  the  present  winter.  But 
whj  ao  farther  into  detiul  on  this  subject!  If 
his  calciilations  were  to  be  relied  ou,  and  he  had 
little  doubt  that  some  one  of  them  misht  be, 
the  result  ia,  that  the  mannfacture  of  brown 
sngar  can  t)e  nrofitably  prosecuted  In  this  eonn- 
tiy  withont  the  aid  of  a  protecting  duty. 

But  let  ns  view  the  subject  somewhat  more 
in  the  ag7regat«.  If  one  thonsand  poands  of 
EDgar  to  uie  acre  be  a  fair  average,  and,  if  it 
varies  fl-om  the  trath,  he  believed  it  was  below 
it;  and  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  from  his  general  knowledge  of 
Boathem  agricnltnre  in  relation  to  articles  re- 
qoiring  similar  cultivation  to  the  sugar  cane,  he 
can  do  HO,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  tbe 
land  cnltivBted  in  cane  doee  not  exceed,  and 
probabi/  falls  below,  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  and  the  hands  cultivating  it  cannot  ex- 
ceed twentj-five,  and  probably  do  not  nomber 
more  than  twenty  thousand.  Taking  then  the 
whole  prodnct  of  eighteen  hnndred  and  thirtjr 
at  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
the  molasses  he  should  not  estimate,  becanse  he 
had  understood  it  would  cover  tbe  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  plantation  on  which  it  was  made, 
at  least,  the  expenses  of  cultivation — and  the 
value  of  the  sugar  amounts  to  five  millions  and 
a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  probably 
two  miUions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before 
it  gets  into  the  ^nerat  consumption  of  the 
coantrj.  If  we  divide  the  five  millions  and  a 
half  between  twenty  thousand  hands,  the  dis- 
tributive amount  to  eaoh  is  two  hundred  and 
seventv-five  dollara.  If  a  like  distribution  be 
made  between  twenty-five  thonsandjit  is  two 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it 
just,  ia  it  reasonable,  tiiat  the  whole  agriculture 
of  the  country  should  be  bnrthenod  by  a  tax 
of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  t^'or  if 
^e  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue 
can  be  dispensed  with,  and  by  ita  repeal  the 
country  would  be  relieved  from  an  additional 
levy  of  three  millions  now  paid  to  the  sngar 
maoulsctnrers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be  con- 
sidered as  operatizig  for  their  benefit— that  the 
hands  employed  in  manufacturing  brown  sugar 
In  this  country  may  earn  for  their  employers 
the  annual  return  of  from  two  hnndred  and 
twenty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
for  the  labor  of  each,  eiclusive  of  the  value  of 
molasses.  Shall  tbe  hundreds  of  thonaauds  of 
hands  employed  throughout  our  wide-spread 
country  in  raising  grain,  tobacco,  cotton,  and 
other  agrioultural  prodncts,  be  taxed  four  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  dollars,  to  enable  twenty  or 


twenty-five  thonsand  to  cultivate  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  thonsand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit 
of  from  siiteen  to  near  forty  per  centum  per 
annamf  6 nrelj  justice  forbids  it.  Bat  some 
advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might  say, 
that  the  sugar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  car- 
ried on  without  it.  If  he  t>elieved  this  to  be 
the  case,  which  be  most  certainly  did  not,  he, 
for  one,  shonld  saj  it  was  high  time  the  culture 
was  abandoned. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that,  among  the  motjvea  which 
had  urged  him  to  bring  this  sabject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  there  was  one,  which, 
although  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  outset  of 
his  observations,  it  might  not  l>e  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  State  which  might 
l)e  considered  by  some  as  having  an  interest  la 
the  contitinance  of  this  duty — a  State  which,  aa 
she  had  gone  into  the  revolutionary  contest  in 
defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to  mdntaiq  it 
now.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  for  principle  that  Geor- 
gia made  common  cause  with  the  oppressed  of 
other  colonies,  in  that  dark  hourthrough  which 
the  sun  of  independence  has  risen  on  this  con- 
tinent. As  one  of  her  representatives,  I  oame 
here  upon  all  subjects  connected  with  the  tariff 
with  clean  hands.  If  I  did  not,  I  shonld  not  be 
her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  in- 
troduce this  subject  alone  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  this  House.  I  know  not  that  any 
fact  or  argument  which  I  could  offer  to  ita  con- 
sideration, would  have  the  smallest  influenoe 
upon  the  decision  of  the  question  now  before  iL 
Sir,  I  had  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  waa, 
that  I  might  from  this  place  address  myself  to 
the  practical  good  sense  of  the  country,  that, 

fiercnacce,  I  might  awaken  in  the  bosom  of  the 
aborinx  man,  as  he  whistles  over  the  lumdles 
of  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  this  nneqnal  and 
hnrthensome  tax  shoald  be  continued,  mainly 
fur  the  benefit  of  the  lordly  capitalist. 


FuDAT,  Jannaiy  14 
Mileagt  0/  MmJttn. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  instructions  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
Committee  on  Puolio  Expenditures  relative  to 
the  computation  of  the  mileage  of  memlvers  of 
Oongr|BS — the  question  being  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  heretofore  moved  by  Hr. 
Hall,  on  the  12tb  instant. 

Ur.  Ckaiq  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  add  to  it  the  words,  "  with  an 
atlowanoe  of  ten  per  cent,  for  variation  from 
the  direct  line." 

Hr.  Ds  Wm  moved  to  lay  tiie  whole  anlject 
on  the  table.    Negatived— yeas  26,  nays  159. 

Hr.  Chaiq  assigned  his  reasons  for  ofFbring 
his  amendment.  Some  members  lived  on  or 
near  the  direct  line — others  did  not — and  it 
was  his  object  to  pay  to  those  who  did  not,  an 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  the  usual  allowance 
for  mileage. 

Mr.  Chiltor  opposed  the  amendment.    If  a 
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Ull  iral  paued  oonUioing  saob  &  pravisloD,  it 
wiKild  be  oJTing  an  advantage  t«  those  members 
who  Uvea  on  the  direct  line  of  travel  to  the 
seat  of  OoTemment^  of  ten  per  cent,  over  those 
who  had  to  travel  over  a  maautuilona  ooimtiyi 
and  br  a  dnmitons  route. 

The  qneaUon  was  then  pot  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Ur.  OxJuo,  and  dedded  in 
the  negative. 

The  qnestioa  then  reonrred  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Eau,  and 
it  WM  decided  in  the  afBnnative — jaaa  114, 
navsSO. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  adopted,  in  the  words 
following : 

"Raolvtd,  Th>t  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public 
Expenditures  be,  tnd  Ihej  are  hereby,  instructed 
to  report  to  thU  House,,  s  bill  nuking  it  tbe 
duty  of  the  Secreton  of  the  Senile  and  the  Ser- 
geant st-anns  of  the  House  of  BepreseDta tires,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Fostnuuter  Qenoral,  tX  the  end  of 
every  session,  to  make  an  estimste,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  of  the  sctusl  distance  (in  a  direct  line)  of 
the  reudeooe  of  each  member  of  the  Sauate,  House 
of  HeiweaeDlatiTes,  and  Delegate  of  ■  Territory, 
&om  the  seat  of  Goveniment;  and  that  the  mileage 
of  members  of  Congress  be  computed,  and  their 
J  for  travelling  be  settled,  according  to  such 


Vx.  V*aoB  and'  Mr.  Batu  both  wished  to 
propoae  farther  amendments;  but  thej  were 
OMlared  to  be  oot  of  order. 

Claim  ^Jamt*Momr6t. 

Tbe  motifHi  to  postpone  tbe  orders  of  the  day 
was  negatived ;  and,  onniotionof  Mr.  Mxbobb, 
the  Bouse  resolved  ifaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Fikdiay  in  the  ohtur,  and  re- 
sumed the  ooDsideration  of  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  M<mroe  " — the  qneetion  being  on 
a  motion  of  Mr.  Ohilton  to  strike  ont  the  en- 
aoting  claase  of  the  bilL 

When  the  bill  was  laat  before  the  oommittep, 
Mr.  Ohiltoit  moved  an  a^onrnment,  and  was 
therefore. entitled  to  the  tfoor  to-day;  but  he 
declined  speaking  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  gpwroBB  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of 
the  bilL  and,  in  the  oourse  of  his  remarks,  vindi- 
cated the  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York  io 
the  coorse  they  had  taken  to  procnre  the  pas- 
BStfe  of  a  bill  for  Mr.  Monroe's  benefit.  % 

Mr.  OoKK  and  Mr.  Bitbobs  also  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  olaim. 

Mr.  loBU,  of  Pennsylvania,  said :  If  I  were 
on  this  occarion  to  give  way  to  my  individual 
fodinga,  and  permitted  myself  to  be  nnder  their 
control,  I  sboold  certainly  support  the  claim  of 
the  petitioner.  No  gentieman  upon  this  floor 
estimates  the  character  and  services  of  Mr. 
Monroe  more  highly  than  I  do;  wd  if  it  wore 
posdble  to  persuade  myself  to  doabt  upon  this 

rition,  I  would  freely,  and  without  heslta- 
,  ^ve  my  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill.  But  I 
have  m  vain  endeavM^  to  satisfy  myself  with 
regard  to  ite  propriety,  and  the  conclusion  to 
wliioh  I  have  arrived  has  been  to  myself  a  snb- 


ieot  of  regret  Sir,  it  is  a  punful  snMecL 
That  B  citizen  upon  whom  all  the  honors  of  tbe 
republic  have  been  bestowed,  who  has  reaped 
the  rich  harvest  of  rewards — whose  fame  and 
name  stand  identified  with  the  ^ory  and  past 
history  of  bis  country — that  such  a  man,  in 
the  evening  of  his  day,  shonld  be  impre^ed 
with  a  belief  that  his  oonntry  is  nngratefti]  or 
uiyoBt,  is  indeed  a  cironmatanoe  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. In  the  investigation  of  snch  ques- 
tions, however,  we  are  not  permitted  to  yield 
to  our  sympathies,  nor  indnlge  in  personal  pre- 
dilection— there  are  other  con^derations  of  a 
graver  character,  which  mnst  guide  iw  in  the 
course  we  ought  to  pursue. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  dailn,  ' 
for  obvious  reasons,  I  have  confined  myself 
principally  to  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Monroe 
himself,  which  was  hud  upon  our  tables  during 
the  present  session,  and  I  think  it  is  fairly  em- 
braced under  tbe  following  items:  RrsL  For 
additional  expenses  in  the  employment  of  sev- 
eral assistaat  secretaries  during  his  mission  to 
France,  in  the  year  1704,  the  rent  of  a  house 
for  their  service,  and  other  accommodations. 
Second.  For  extraordinary  expenses  in  England 
and  France  ariung  from  his  detention  there. 
Third.  For  Josses  sustained  in  the  purchase  of  a 
house  in  Paris.  Fourth.  For  gratnities  to  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  and  for  assistance  extended  to 
American  citizens  then  in  France,  who  made 
appeals  to  his  generosity  during  his  mis^on 
there.  Fifth.  For  compensation  m  negotiating 
certain  loans  duriog  the  kst  war,  whilst  Secre- 
tary ofWar;  and,  lastly,  interest  upon  all  these 
items,  to  the  present  period. 

In  the  memorial  jnstrelerred  to,  Mr.  U<Hiroe 
puts  his  claim  npon  the  ground  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  in  his  debt,  and,  in  submitting  it  to 
your  consideration,  he  expressly  solicits  no  in- 
dulgence or  favor.  Sir,  if  the  d^m  be  proved 
a  debt  due,  I  apprehend  no  one  here  pretends  to 
doubt  bat  that  it  should  be  paid ;  and  whether 
it  be  a  debt  or  not,  appears  to  me  the  only  in- 
quiry necessary  or  proper  for  ns  £o  moke.  By 
a  reference  to  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  m 
Congress,  in  182S,  which  was  raided  upon  a 
claim  at  that  time  presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  It 
will  be  perceived  tnat  no  allowance  was  then 
made  for  two  of  the  items  composing  the  pres- 
ent claim,  viz. :  For  contingent  expenses  of  the 
mission  to  France,  from  the  1st  of  August,  1 794, 
to  tbe  1st  of  Jannsry,  1707,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars 
and  eighty-five  cents,  that  b^ng  the  avera^ 
allowance  to  all  the  American  Ministers  m 
France,  dednctiug  one  hundred  and  tea  dollars 
previously  received;  and  for  extraordinary  ex- 
penses incurred  by  Mr.  Monroe's  detention  in 
England,  by  direction  of  his  Government,  for 
the  space  of  two  years  and  four  months,  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to- 
gether with  interest  upon  both  items  from  the 
Sd  of  December,  1610,  to  the  8d  of  December, 
133S.  The  action  of  this  Honse,  then,  having 
been  already  obtikiaed,  wiQi  regard  to  two  w 
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tiie  items  before  ennmerated,  and  n 


t  is  dosed,  and  therefore,  in  the  few  re- 
marka  wbich  I  propose  to  snbmtt,  I  irill  con- 
fijiB  myself  to  tbe  uiree  rem^iDg  Items'  of  the 
demand. 

It  is  not  pret«nded  hj  bdt  one  in  ftvor  of 
this  bill,  that  Mr.  Uonroe  bad  any  Instrnctdo&s 
fh>m  his  Oovemment  to  porchase  a  house  in 
Parist  The  course  thus  bj 
placed  upon  the  grounds  of  eipediencj'  and 
of  sonnd  policy.  I  aasnme  it  for  granted,  there- 
fore, that  no  snch  instrliftioDS  were,  in  fact, 
giTea;  and  that  the  QovemineDtwasnot  privj 
to  the  purchase.  Sir,  in  a  step  so  extraordi- 
naTT',  I  wonld  sappose  that  some  previoDs  Inti- 
mation, at  least,  should  have  been  giren  to  his 
Government,  and  the  necessit]'  or  polio;  of  the 
m^ssnre  explained.  I  have  searched  In  vMn, 
for  evidence  npon  this  snbject.  There  is  none 
upon  joar  records ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  that, 
in  the  absence  of  all  proof  of  that  deiicription, 
I  hold  it  incumbent  on  the  Mends  of  this  claim 
to  satisfy  ns  that  the  measnre  was,  at  least,  ex- 
pedienL  Indeed,  I  think,  nnder  all  the  circam- 
stances,  the  expediency  of  the  measure  shontd 
be  apparent.  The  Committee  of  Pnblic  Safety, 
in  France,  shortly  after  his  recognition  by  flie 
then  existing  Government,  proffered  to  Ur. 
Monroe  a  nationBl  honae  for  his  accommoda- 
tion, which  he  declined  to  receive,  becanse  of 
that  elanse  in  the  Constltntion  of  the  United 
SUtes  which  forbade  him  to  accept  any  present 
or  emolnment  from  a  foreign  power ;  and,  for 
fear  this  refusal  on  his  part  might  be  midnter- 
preted,  it  is  said  he  pnrchased  the  property  in 
question.  Sir,  I  cannot  perceive,  not  with  stand- 
ins  all  that  iuU  been  spoken  and  proved  apon 
this  subject,  that  there  existed  any  reasonable 
ground  for  this  apprehension.  Mr.  Monroe  had 
aseigned  the  true  and  substantial  reason  for  this 
refusal,  and  donbtlesa  the  reason  thus  assigned, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  was  entirely  satisfiwtory  m  it  certainly 
was  condiuive.  The  citizens  of  France,  I  can- 
not believe,  conld  expect,  that,  in  any  transac- 
tion with  their  Government,  he  shotdd  violate  the 
(Wttstitution  of  his  own  country.  There  is,  there- 
fore, in  ray  hnmble  ^prehension,  no  sonndnets 
in  thd  argument;  mere  was  no  reiisonable 
canse  to  fear  the  displeasure  of  the  French 
Government. 

I  do  not  profess,  sir,  to  he  well  acquainted 
with  the  course  usually  adopted  by  this  Gov- 
ernment with  onr  foreign  Ministers,  in  regard 
to  their  residence.  But  I  cannot  understand 
why  Government  should  at  all  interfere.  Are 
Dot  our  Uiaisters  in  this  respect  free  agents  I 
and  la  it  not  reasonable  they  shonld  be  f  A 
mansion  or  a  situation  that  would  be  agreeable 
to  one,  might  not  perhaps  please  another.  One 
cm;  prefer  the  quiet  and  sedusion  of  the 
country,  another  the  bustle  and  life  of  a  gay 
metropolis.  One  may  prefer  to  live  a  plain  re- 
poblican,  auotho'  to  oompete  with  the  wealthy 


in  the  glitter  of  his  eqnipage.  Whatey^r  the 
inclination  in  this  respobt  may  be,  Government, 
I  ^prehend,  does  not  interfere.  I  do  not  sap- 
poee,  nor  do  I  desire  to  iounuate,  that  lit, 
Monroe  was  nnneoesaarily  extravagant.  I  do- 
sire  merely  to  show  how  very  idle,  nay,  how 
very  inconvenient  it  would  prove,  if  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  to  control  its  Ifinlstera 
in  the  selection  of  aresidenoe.  Sir,  if  it  ahonid 
prooeed  so  far,  it  mi^t  as  well  go  farther  \  and, 
beeides  selecting  a  residence,  also  eontrol  the 
expeoditnre  of  an  outfit  or  salary.  Indeed,  aU 
that  Government  reasonably  can  require  of  it* 
Ministers,  is  an  nprivbt  and  vigilant  discharge 
of  their  functions;  that  being  aooomplished, It 
will  not  stop  to  inqnire  where,  or  how  they 
live — whether  in  a  hut  or  a  palace. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  the  true  point  he- 
fore  me.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the  purohaao 
of  a  boose  assisted  in  giving  the  appearance  of 

Krmaneney  to  our  amicable  relations  with  the 
enoh  republic  Sir,  I  cannot  think  so,  nnleaa 
the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  were  very  easily 
convinced  upon  that  subject,  as  they  assuredly 
must  have  been  if  the  mere  purchase  of  propMty 
could  indnoe  such  a  belief.  In  reality,  I  cannot 
perceive  what  possible  material  difference  there 
coifld  be  with  the  French  Government,  whether 
your  Minister's  abode  was  in  a  rented  man^on, 
for  a  term  of  years  merdy,  or  upon  a  pnrohafled 
estato,  at  any  time,  at  all  timaa  easily  sold. 

It  is  contended,  I  am  aware^  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, at  the  time  he  made  the  purchase,  intend- 
ed it  for  the  use  of  the  Govermnent  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  purchase  was  made 
with  a  view  of  making  it  the  ftiture  residence 
of  our  Ministers  to  France.  Sir,  I  do  not  in  the 
least  doubt  but  that  snch  was  the  Intentlou  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  beoaose  he  says  so  now,  and  so 
declared  it  at  that  period.  But  to  any  one  who 
will  teke  the  trouble  to  examine  the  dooumenta 
upon  your  table  on  this  snhiect,  it  will  appear 
manifest,  that  if  such  was  the  intention  ca  Mr. 
Monroe  at  the  period  of  the  purchase,  that  io- 
tentloo,  beyond  all  doubt,  was  abandoned  snb- 
tequenuy.  Indeed,  any  Other  construction 
would  place  Mr.  Monroe  In  a  dngular,  perhaps 
unfavorable,  attitude. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  Intention  of  offering  it  to 
the  Government  was  abandoned  oertwnly,  be- 
cause Mr.  Monroe,  before  he  left  France,  again 
disposed  of  it  without  consulting  his  Govern- 
ment. He  sold  it  for  a  price  beyond  the  orig- 
inal purchase  money,  with  its  interest  and  re- 
pairs superadded.  He  made  the  contract  of 
purchase,  as  also  that  of  sale,  without  consulta- 
tion with  his  Oovemment ;  and,  besides  stl.  If 
further  proof  were  necessary,  he  put  the  money 
(flfly  thousand  livres}  p^d  to  him  on  acoonnt 
'  "le  sale,  into  his  private  fimds,  and  applied 
his  private  purposes. 

is  trne,  a  loss  was  afterwards  snstained,  in 
the  failure  to  recover  the  balance  of  the  par- 
chase  money  from  his  vendee,  in  oMisequenoe^ 

"  was  alleged,  of  a  defect  in  the  title.    Sir, 
as  not  the  error  cS  this  GovemmNi^  that 
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Hr.  Ucmroe  pnrchased  s  defective  title,  &ud  its 
evil  consequences  ought  not,  therefore,  to  fall 
npon  it,  notwithBtanding  tbe  intention  mani' 
fcated  in  the  parchaae,  when  all  inteatioo  to 
apply  it  to  natioDal  parposes  was  afterwards 
abandoned.  It  woulJ.  indeed,  produce  a  sin- 
golar  Etate  of  afTairs,  that  an?  foreign  Minister 
ahonld  be  at  libertj  to  purchase  property,  and 
make  his  GoveninieDt  reapoivsible  only  when 
a  loss  is  sustdned.  To  what  extent  such  a 
privilege  might  be  abused,  it  is  needless  to  say : 
one  resnlt  would  follow,  generally :  the  Gov- 
ernment would  certainly  have  all  tlie  loeses  to 
matain,  without  a  corresponding  chance  for  the 
gains  of  the  speculation. 

I  consider,  therefore,  Mr.  Cbunnan,  that  in 
this  transaction  there  was  no  manner  of  benefit 
derived  to  the  United  6tat«8.  That  this  Gov- 
ernment was  in  nowise  consulted  with  regard 
to  that  measure,  and  bad  given  no  instructions 
concerning  it;  and,  as  it  could  not,  under  the 
oircumstuioes,  be  a  gtuner,  so  it  should  not  be 
made  the  loser,  and  partieularly  because  Hi. 
Ifonroe,  with  whatever  intention  or  design  he 
may  have  made  tlie  pnrohase  originally,  beyond 
a  doubt  in  this  respect  changed  his  mind,  Anally 
ooQsidering  it  as  a  part  of  his  private  estate,  and 
as  such  disposed  of  it.  • 

The  aecond  item  of  the  claim  is  founded  upon 
certwn  gratnities  or  donations  to  the  people  of 
Paris,  as  also  for  advancements  made  to  citi- 
zens of  America  then  in  France,  and  who  in 
their  distress  mode  appeals  to  his  generoeity. 
Mr.  Chairman,  doubtless  this  stnlces  yon,  as  I 
think  it  must  every  other  member  of  this  oom- 
mittee,  as  being,  at  least,  a  very  novel  claim. 
I  am  persuaded  there  is  no  one  here  willing  to 
urge  it  as  a  debt  which  the  Government,  upon 
any  acknowledged  principles,  is  bound  to  dis- 
charge. Then  i  would  inquire  of  the  honorable 
ohurman  of  the  committee,  (Mr,  Mxsoas,)  who 
have  mode  it  a  part  of  their  report,  to  show 
under  what  obligation  tike  United  States  can 
posmbly  be  to  assume  the  payment  of  this 

Trne,  it  is  in  itself  not  veiy  largo,  and  by 
some,  therefore,  may  be  considered  as  nnim- 
portuit ;  bat  still  the  qaeetiim  recurs,  upon 
what  principles  is  the  claim  to  be  sostained  i 
Sir,  I  will  not  consider  whether  the  ol^fectB  (^ 
this  charity  were  meritorious  or  otherwise ;  per- 
htfis,  if  1  were  so  disposed,  the  means  for  ex- 
amination would  be  wantjng.  Bat,  taking  it  as 
conceded  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  in  this  respect 
truly  benevolent  and  charitable,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  bnt  he  was,  I  would  inquire  whether,  in 
so  doings  be  looked  for  any  other  reword  than 
that  reward  which  he  doabtless  received  and 
yet  enjoys.  Sir,  when  yonr  Uiuist«r  is  diqiosed 
to  become  the  dispenser  of  alms,  he  acts  with- 
out the  pale  of  his  ministerial  fHmctions.  It 
forms  DO  part  of  his  public  duty.  He  may, 
perh^Mi,  imagine  that  sach  oonduot  may  exert 
a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  interests  of  his 
country,  yet,  as  he  is  not  despatched  for  the 
purpoee  of  distributing  his  charities,  the  Gov- 


ernment th^^re  oanoot  be  made   reqtoa- 

I  wish  not  to  detrttct  from  tlie  coorw  Qta» 
porsued  by  Mr.  Monroe ;  he  was  a  benerotent 
man,  and  such  condnet  is  worthy  of  imitatiun ; 
bnt  as*these  acts  of  his  generosity  were  indi- 
vidual in  their  character,  as  the  donslioDa  ema- 
nated solely  from  tiie  parity  and  ezoellanae  of 
his  heart,  I  feel  persuaded,  in  oar  leraalative 
oharact«r,  we  oagnt  not,  as  I  am  oonvmceid  in 
reality  we  cannot,  add  to  his  reward. 

But,  Vix.  Ohairroan,  this  b  a  delicate  sal^^ect, 
and  I  pass,  without  saying  any  thing  more,  to 
a  more  important  item  of  this  claim — an  item 
which,  exclusive  of  interest,  is  pat  down  at 
(2S,000 :  I  allude  to  the  compensation  lor  loans 
negotiated  by  Mr,  Monroe  daring  the  last  war, 
whilst  ofBciatiug  as  Secretary  of  War.  Sir,  it 
was  truly  said  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  during  this  debate,  (Mr.  Vil- 
UAMB,)  that  for  many  years  past  the  floaociil 
situation  of  this  country  has  been  nnetnbar- 
rasaed,  and  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  engage- 
ments ;  and  hence  it  appears  to  me  not  a  little 
remarkable  th^  this  item,  importmt  in  all  its 
aspects,  lias  not  been  presented  brfore. 

I  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  mi- 
nutely into  the  accounts  heretofore  setUed  with 
Mr.  Monroe,  nor  have  I  searched  fbr  any  othw 
evidence  than  that  fumiahed  by  the  two  very 
respectable  and  intelligent  committees  to  whom 
these  Bulgects  have  been  referred.  From  the 
reports,  however,  upon  yonr  table,  I  perceive 
that  Mr,  Monroe  was  Secretory  of  Btote  from 
the  1st  April,  1611,  to  the  80th  September, 
1614,  three  years  and  six  months,  at  $S,000  per 
annum,  daring  which  he  received  from  the 
public  Treasury  the  sum  of  (17,600;  that  he 
was  Secretary  of  War  from  October  1,  1814,  to 
Febmary  28, 1816,  Eve  months,  at  $4,600,  per 
annum,  and  received  for  salaiy  (1,676 ;  tn& 
that  he  was  again  Secretary  of  State  trma  1st 
March,  IBIG,  to  Sd  March,  1817,  two  years  and 
three  davs,  at  a  salary  of  6,000  doUsrs  per  an- 
nnm,  and  received  |1 0,041  66,  asdm  alt<%ether 
amoniiting,  by  way  of  salary,  to  tS9,416  66  fbr 
a  period  of  five  years,  eleven  months  and  three 
days'  service. 

It  is  manifest,  therefbre,  that  Mr,  Monroe,' 
for  the  period  when  these  loans  were  nego- 
tiated, received  bis  legal  compensation  by  way 
of  salary.  The  service  in  question  was  render- 
ed within  the  period  I  have  mentioned.  He 
has,  therefore,  recuved  the  legal  compensation 
for  his  services,  the  amount  aSiied  by  law,  and 
for  which  he  undertook  the  service  with  Ul  its 
burdens.  The  duty  having  thus  been  perft»in- 
ed,  and  the  salary  received  on  the  part  of  the 
Govemment,  then,  the  contract  was  termi- 
nated. Does  it  not  follow,  therefore,  Mr, 
OhaJrman,  that  the  daim  now  under  consider- 
ation is  a  demand  for  an  extra  oompeosatioat 
In  plain  terms,  yoo  are  asked  to  make  an  extra 
allowance  for  services  performed,  to  compen- 
sate which  there  was  a  fixed  Bolair,  amply  suf- 
ficient for  all  tiie  labor  b«stowM,    I  soy,  rir. 
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ample,  b«n«]iie  I  am  j«t  to  hear  that  it  is  oon- 
ridered  otherwise. 

I  Bbonld  not,  Ur.  Chairmui,  be  doing  jnatice 
to  tbis  old  and  fiiithfnl  wrrant  of  the  repuhlio, 
if  I  did  not  concede  he  rendered  emineat  ser- 
fioea  for  hla  oonntrf .  Hia  history  ta  ow  his- 
torj;  bnt  while  speaking  of  these  servioee, 
what  more  to  his  prais^  can  he  eaid,  thui  that 
be  diacdiarged  the  dutiea  of  the  varied  aitua- 
tu>a»  which  be  filled  with  fidelitjt  Sir,  can 
joa  bestow  a  higher  enloginm  upon  any  man, 
than  to  m.j  he  retired  &om  ever;  pnblio  ut- 
aatim  which  he  held,  taking  with  him  an 
irreproaehable  fame,  together  with  the  appro- 
batioii  of  hia  eoautiy  t  Sir,  I  nant  he  render- 
ed important  services,  and  disdianted  bis  dntj 
buthfoUj' ;  bat,  for  so  doing,  I  do  not  consider 
that  the  Qovemment  is  ander  anj  obligation  to 
make  him  an  extra  allowance.  If  it  be,  then 
BTery  other  offioer  of  tlie  GoTeniment,  whether 
ha  be  found  in  the  navy  or  the  army,  or  upon 
joor  tavH  list,  who  has  rendered  Caitbful  ser- 
vice, ta  alio  entitled. 

That  there  are  SEieh,  yon,  Mr.  Ohairman,  will 
■How.:  a  liat  of  snch  could  soon  bo  made  out. 
Sir,  npoD  that  principle,  in  the  very  namber  of 
witueaaea  who,  on  thta  occasion,  have  testified 
to  tha  eervicaa  performed  by  the  ex-Preeident^ 
without  gMDg  further,  you  would  find  ohjeota 
for  yone  bounty.  Hen,  it  is  tme,  who  per- 
fbcmed  an  humbler,  bnt  at  the  same  time,  not 
the  leas  neceBsary  tas^  bat  who  are  on  this  as 
on  every  similar  occasion,  too  tVeqnently  over- 
looked or  fbi^otten  in  the  honoia  and  trinmph 
which  await  only  the  few. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  tha  good  sense  of  all  who 
Lear  mei,  whether  a  present  snch  as(we  are 
Baked  on  this  occasitm  to  constitnte,  ia  conidst- 
ent  with  a  sonnd  policy.  In  effect  it  would  be 
holding  oat  salaries  to  men  as  indnoementa 
marely  to  aooept  a  tnist,  and  then  to  pay  them 
beaidea  for  doing  their  duty.  There  is  no  obli- 
gjation  Bpon  any  one  to  nndertake  these  respon- 
aibilitiet ;  bat  when  ha  does  so,  he  is  nnder  a 
Boral  as  well  as  legal  oblitcntion  to  discharge 
Um  dutiea  thereof  with  fiaeUty.  Snob  were 
tbe  responmbiUtiea  in  the  present  instance. 
For  this  duty  be  has  been  paid,  and,  I  think, 
waU  paid.  He  has  leouved  all  to  which  he 
Tos  entitled  by  tbe  oootrsct.  I  cannot  per- 
oeive,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Gov- 
enunent  of  Uie  United  States  is  under  a  legal 
or  a  moral  obligatton  to  pay  an;  more.  There 
Mf  in  fact,  no  indebtedness  eetablished,  which 
alone  ooDid  hind  na. 

I  hare  thoa  endeavored  to  show  that,  npon 
principles  of  legal  liability;  the  Govemment 
ow^s  Mr.  Mooroe  nothing ;  and  it  becomes  me 
now  to  coaaider  whether  we  can  with  propriety 
liquidate  this  claim  upon  any  other  ground. 
As  adouaI4on,'nothiDg  is  desired:  Ur.  Monroe 
asks  "  for  nothing  wtuoh  is  not  strictly  dne  on 
Bound  principlea,  and  which  hia  country  shall, 
oa  full  consideration  and  onqueationahle  eri- 
deoce,  think  that  it  owes  it  to  itself  to  dlow 
him."    Neverthdeis  as  an  individoal,  I  have 


every  disposition  to  favor  the  application ;  bnt, 
in  doing  so,  I  very  mach  doubt  ray  authority 
to  do  it  by  any  means  not  my  own.  Sir,  I  am 
'  a  loss  to  discover  that  we  have  the  right  to 
_  _  generous  at  the  expense  of  others.  If  I 
were  asked  tbe  qnetttion,  upon  what  principle 
tbe  gratuity  was  to  be  made,  I  shtrald  not  be  en- 
abled to  answer ;  I  speak  with  reference  to  tha 
duties  we  are  delegated  to  perform. 

am  acquainted  with  no  principle  oonristent 
1  onr  duties  as  legislators,  that  will  autlicr- 
the  members  of  this  House  to  lay  their 
bands  npon  the  public  Treasury  for  pnrposee  of 
this  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  bnd- 
to  transact  which  we  are  delegated.  But, 
aide  from  these  considerations.  T  ask  yon, 
Mr.  Chairman,  whether,  in  paying  this  very 
I  sum  of  money,  we  should  be  doing  Jua- 
Are  there  not  others  whose  ctums  are 
equally  pressing,  and  who  have  not  been 
so  well  providal  for  as  Mr.  Monroe!  Are 
there  not  other  men  who  also  fonght  and  bled 
for  their  oonolry  ?  Men  who  spent  their  youth  . 
and  fortune  and  strength  in  her  cause !  Let  me 
ask,  have  you  paid  these  men  the  debt  yon  owe 
them!  Have  yon  ptid  yoor  revolntionary 
army  I  Sir,  these  meo,  the  patriots  of  other 
days,  have  not  yet  been  paid ;  this  debt  of 
honor,  of  gratitude,  and  of  contract,  still  re- 
mains opwi  against  you.  How  often  is  it  that 
the  venerable  patriot  of  the  revolntion  is  seen 
lingering  about  your  doors;  and  how  often  is 
he  turned  away,  with  regret  I  say  it^  not  with 
his  honest  dues  in  bis  pookiit,  but  with  a  lieavy 
heart,  to  reflect  npon  nis  services,  and  the  in- 
justice and  iugratitode  of  his  country,  to  live  in 
pennry,  and  die  a  be^ar. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  Ohtdrman,  that  von  are 
willing  to  pay  this  eWn,  I  am  at  a  total  loss  to 
conceive  upon  what  ground  interest  is  to  be  al- 
lowed also.  Oertainly  not  one  of  the  gentle- 
men has  oondesceoded  to  show  us  upon  what 
principle  this  is  to  he  eff'eotad.  Interest,-  it  is 
true,  usually  follows  a  debt,  and  ia  given  by 
way  of  damages  for  its  detonUon.  But,  lb. 
Chairman,  there  can  be  no  debt  outstanding, 
where  all  has  been  proved  pud  according  to 
agreement.  It  is  true,  also,  that  when  a  P<>7- 
ment  is  withheld  Ul^^ly  or  unjustly,  interest 
shonld  follow  by  way  of  recompense.  Bnt 
gentlemen  fail  in  ti>e  outset  of  their  argument; 
tbe  foundation  is  not  hud,  and  yon  oannot  add 
tbe  superstructure.  They  most  establish  an  io- 
debte^wss  first,  before  diey  can  set  up  a  claim 
for  iuterest;  but  in  their  attempts  at  this  they 
have  entirely  failed. 

I  pass,  however,  Mr.  Ohurmsn,  to  another, 
and  perhaps  the  most  important  view  of  this 
snlyect.  You  know,  sir,  that,  in  tbe  year  18B6, 
Mr.  Monroe  made  an  application  similar  ia 
many  respecla  to  the  present,  consisting  of  va- 
rions  items,  some  of  which  are  again  to  be 
fonnd  in  the  demand  before  us,  and  amomited 
to  the  sum  of  i38,G70.  A  very  able  committee 
was  ^>pointed,  who  made  a  report,  making 
some  redaction  in  the  amount,  bnt  still  allow- 
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in^  fbr  all  th«  items  of  tfa«t  cUm,  save  one.  I 
Aink  they  reported  u  being  due  to  Mr.  Hod- 
ro«  the  aam  or  tlfi,SSS  SC,  together  with  inter- 
est from  Bd  December,  1810.  It  may  not  be 
neoessAry  that  I  shcmld  here  sttite  the  prtwreaa 
of  that  bill  to  ita  final  passage,  Suffloe  it  to 
aaj,  that  to  the  amoiiat  thoa  reported  was 
np«radded  the  interest  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
years,  thereby  Bwellinc  the  sum  reported  aa 
being  due  by  the  committee  to  (2 9, SI 8. 

Here,  then,  Ur,  Chairman,  a  greater  snm 
was  finally  allowed  than  the  principal  of  Mr. 
Uonroe's  claim  at  that  day  amounted  to.  This 
donbtleas  was  dons  from  a  disposition  alike 
honorable  to  Congress  aa  it  was  generous  tow- 
ards Mr.  Monroe,  In  doing  so,  however,  Con- 
great  deemed  it  proper  to  impoM  terms ;  and, 
with  a  desire  that  this  oommlttM  may  furly 
eomprehend  me,  I  ask  yon,  sir,  that  t^e  act  <tf 
CoDaress  passed  in  the  year  1830  for  the  relief 
of  lu.  Uooroe  be  read. 

[Hen  the  Clerk  read  as  foUaws :] 

"  St  it  tnaeted  hv  tht  8»naU  and  Eautt  of  Rtpit- 
intalivm  of  tht  UniUd  Slata  of  America  in  Oon- 

Ci  aneirMtd,  That  the  Ssureiary  of  the  Treaiary 
ind  tia  !i  bercb.T,  antiioriied  and  required  (o 
eauaa  to  be  paid  U>  James  Honroe,  out  of  maj 
■majqiropiiated  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  the  ram  of 
twen^oUie  thousand  fire  huedred  and  thirlaan 
dollan,  in  full  of  all  demands  whaterer  against  the 
United  StateB," 

Mr.  Ibkh  retained.  Kow;  Mr.  Chunnan,  I 
cannot  paroeiTe  npoa  what  prinoiple  we  can 
again  be  called  upon  to  l^islate  on  this  sab- 
JMt  without  violating  onr  own  deliberate  act. 
Tbo  money  was  Tot«d,  and  it  was  received, 
and  in  the  spirit  and  very  letter  of  the  law, 
was  intended  aa  a  final  adjnatment  of  all  Mr. 
Monroe's  demands.  Sir,  in  a  oonrt  of  Jnstioe, 
the  Government  might,  if  disposed,  plead  a 
former  recovery  with  some  propriety  ;  at  any 
tate,  npon  whatever  principles  you  may  de^re 
to  place  it,  the  plun  me  of  ordinary  life  should 
hold,  that  a  detit  or  a  claim,  or  by  whatever 
name  yon  may  please  to  oall  it^  being  once  set- 
tled and  paid,'shonId  be  permitted  to  rest.  It 
la  not  equitable  that  the  Qovemment  shonld 
agtun  ana  again  be  called  upon  to  aooonnt,  par- 
ticnlarly  after  a  final  adjustment,  to  the  terms 
of  which  the  parties  interested  have  acceded. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thos  briefly  passed 
through  this  subject  I  feel  it  my  dnty  to  give 
my  vote  against  this  application,  In  whatever 
(OTm  it  may  present  itself;  a  dnty,  sir,  by  no 
means  in  acoordance  with  my  wi^es.  Bir,  I 
would  I  could  consdentionaly  give  my  voice  in 
favor  of  the  veoerable  patriot  whose  life  and 
reputation  I  have  always  been  taught  to  ee- 
teem;  I  shonld  doem  it  a  pleasure,  which  I 
hope  ever  to  enjoy,  in  oontnbating  my  feeble 
efforts  to  the  benefit  of  those  who  sustained 
this  repnblio  in  the  hour  of  her  need,  Bnt  I 
oannot  permit  my  iadinations  to  sway  my  judg- 
ment;  I  cannot  consent  to  give  to  one,  and 
withhold  fHim  another ;  I  wish  mj  oonntry  to 
be  Jnit  before  she  is  generoiia. 


Mr.  Muon  rose^  and,  in  a  qieech  dT  scmt 
length,  replied  to  tlie  argnmenta  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  oppoeed  the  bilL  In  conda- 
uon,  h«  handed  to  the  chair  the  followlog, 
which,  he  said,  if  tiie  motion  now  before  tha 
House  shoold  not  aneoeed,  he  ahonld  ofEw  aa 
to  the  bill : 


"That  tbs  proper  aocosntlnK  offlcera  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aatboriKd  lo 
a^ost  Md  settle  the  aeoonnts  and  daims  of  Jamas 
MonnM,  late  President  of  the  United  Statea,  oa 
principles  of  equity  and  jnatiea,  subject  to  the 
revt^on  and  Inal  jetMcn  ef  the  PieMent  of  the 
United  BCatai. 

"  And  If  it  fuHker  tuaettd.  That  so  soon  M  it 
shall  have  been  ascertained  and  determined  in  man- 
ner aibretaid,  that  any  sum  of  money  is  due  to  the 
Bwd  James  Monroe,  such  snm  shall  be  paid  Mm  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasniy  not  otherwise  appto- 
prUted," 

The  propoeed  amraidment  was  nad  by  tha 
C3erk ;  when 

The  qneetion  was  pnt  on  striUi^  cat  the  en- 
acting olaiue,  (to  destroy  the  bill,)  and  tt  ^*is 
decided  in  the  afiSrmative — yeas  78,  nays  67. 

The  committee  then  roae,  and  reptnrt  prog- 


Uom>s.T,  January  17. 


JtuvlvJ,  That,  during  tha  argnment  of  eoansd 
in  the  impeacbment  no*  pending  in  the  Senita 
ag^Dst  iunes  H.  Peck,  district  judge  of  HIi- 
souri,  tms  House  will,  from  day  to  day,  resolva 
itself  into  a  CommHtee  of  ths  Whole  on  the  sttts 
of  the  Union,  and  attend  the  same ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  acquaint  the  Benate  therewith. 

Mr.  H^mza  said  that  it  was  understood  that, 
upon  the  opening  of  the  high  oonrt  of  impeach- 
ment to-day,  the  arguments  of  counsel  would 
oommenise.  He  thought  it  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  attend  during  the  arguments;  and 
with  that  view  he  had  anbmltted  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  WmTTLZBKT  suggested  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  reaidiition,  by  adding  to  it  (he 
following  words :  "  and  that  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Honse  ahall  be  11  o'olook  after  this 
day." 

Mr.  HAima  accepted  the  amendmemt  at  a 
modification  of  his  reaolntion, 

Mr.  WiLLUMB  then  moved  so  to  amend  the 
reaolutioD  as  that  the  Houae  ahonld  attend  for 
this  day  only. 

This  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  P«TTi8  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  but  the  House 
refused  to  order  them. 

The  qnestion  being  then  put  on  its  adoption, 
it  was  de<uded  in  the  affinnative— yeas  6^ 
nays?*. 
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DEBATES  OV  GONGBBSS. 


TUBSDAT,  Jtumsry  18. 

Judgt  Pack. 

71m  Hoom  ireiit  into  &  CommltteB  of  the 

Whole,  Mr.  MAsm  in  the  obair,  and  proceeded 

to  the  8«mat«  ch«mb«r,  to  attend  the  trUl  of 

Judge  Pack. 

WKtnnuDAT,  Janitaij  IB. 
Btiper^umtrary  Offie»n  and  CaAtU. 


Jtuolvtd,  Thftt  tfae  Committee  on  Unituy  AfTiin 
be  liutraoUd  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieoc;  of  di»- 
nuniDg  from  the  umj  the  aupentimenrj  Ueutra. 
ante  bj  breTet  commiuioi]. 

That  the  committee  also  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
dlener  of  fliiag  the  age  bet*»en  11  and  SI  jem, 
as  the  period  of  kdmiasiou  into  the  West  Ptrint 
Academy ;  and  that  all  tlie  gradnatea,  from  time  to 
time,  at  that  initltution,  ahail  be  diachaTged  from 
the  armj,  wbcn  not  needed  In  the  actual  aerrioe  of 
the  oODDtrj. 

That  they  intjuire  Into  the  eipedlenc;  of  ButhoT- 
bing  appointmenta  tn  the  line  of  the  army,  from 
the  meritorioiit  noD-eommiuioned  olBoera  of  the 


TauBSDAT,  January  SO. 
XUitar^  Acadennff. 

Tiia  reaolnttoD  jeaterdaj  sabmitted  by  Mr. 
"WioKLiFVB  nas  theo  taken  np. 

Mr.  Dkattoit  wu  entitled  to.  the  floor ;  bnt, 
■B  the  hour  had  nearly  elapsed  for  the  consider- 
uHaa  of  reaolntiona,  he  aeclined  making  the 
renurki  which  he  intended  to  have  done  to 
correct  the  errors  into  which  the  gentleman 
from  Kentncky  bad  Eallen,  and  said  be  wonld 
content  himself  with  moving  for  a  division  of 
the  qaestioD.  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  first  member  of    the    resolu- 

The  question  being  put,  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

"JUmlttd,  That  the  Comtnittee  on  Hilitery 
Aflun  be  inattneted  to  Inquire  into  the  ezpedieuoy 
of  diamining  fVom  the  army  the  auperuumerary 
lieatenaota  by  brevet  eoamiMton." 

The  qoeaUon  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
tlie  remdnder  of  the  reaolntion,  and  was  also 
■greed  to,  in  the  following  form : 

"That  the  com cnittee  alio  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  filing  the  age  between  seventeen  and 
twenty-one  yean  as  the  period  of  admisaian  into 
tt>e  West  Point  Academy;  andthat  all  ihe  graduates, 
from  time  to  time,  at  that  inatiiuUon,  shall  be  dis- 
chai^d  from  the  army  when  not  needed  in  the 
actual  service  of  Ihe  country. 

"  That  tbey  Inqaire  into  the  expeffiency  of  author- 
Uitg  appfdntmenti  in  the  line  of  the  aimy  from 


the  meritoiloyi  noD-ooomilidoned  ofBoera  of  the 

"  And,  also,  of  reducing  tbe  nomber  of  cadeta  la 
said  aoademy,  now  antborized  by  taw." 

Tin  Iv^eaehmeat. 

Uie  Home  then  resdlred  itself  Into  a  Otunmlt- 

tee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  prooeeded  to  the  Senate, 

to  attend  the  trial  of  the  Impeachment  of  Judge 

Peak. 


Fkdat,  Jannary  81, 
Miltagt  ^  Xembef*. 
The  engrossed  bill  "to  estahlish  a  nnifbrm 
mode  of  ocHnpoting  the  mileage  of  members  of 
CongresB,  ana  delegates  from  tenitoriee,"  vraa 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  qaeedon  bung 
stated  on  its  passage^ 

Mr.  Chiltoh  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  qnestion,  and  they  were  ordered  hy  the 

Mr.  TcoziB  requested  information  as  to  the 
time  when  the  bill,  if  it  passed,  wonld  take 
efTect.  He  presumed  not  till  the  next'  session 
of  Oongreaa ;  in  which  oaaa,  he  ahonld  be 
averse  to  passing  tbe  bill. 

The  Spbaku  replied  that,  if  the  bill  shonld 
pass,  it  woold  take  effect  upon  tbe  preeeat 
Ooagreas. 

Mr.  Tdoxxb  withdrew  hit  o[^oriti(a ;  aad 

The  qne^oa  was  then  pot  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  ISB,  nays  80. 

Bo  tbe  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  coQonrrence. 

The  following  joint  resolntion  was  read  the 
third  time: 

"Retalmd,  Ae.  That  the  rules  of  each  House 
shall  be  so  amended,  as  to  make  It  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Secretai?  of  the  Senate  scd  Sergeant- 
at-arms  of  tbe  Bouse  of  Representatives  to  Mcertoln, 
at  the  end  of  every  saasion  of  Congress,  from  each 
Senator,  nismber,  or  del^ate  from  a  territory,  the 
number  of  days  which  he  may  have  been  absent 
froiD,  and  not  in  atteodanoe  upon,  the  buduees  of 
the  House;  and,  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
Senators,  members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be 
deducted  from  tbe  acconnt,  or  amount  of  pay  for 
each  lesaioo,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  either  House,  or  dele- 
gate, sIibU  have  been  absent,  except  by  order,  on 
business  of  tbe  House  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in 
consequence  of  uclmess." 

t  upon  its  passage,  a 
tween  Messrs.  Thokp- 
soir,  of  Georgia,  Hall,  Qosmam,  StrrHSBLuro, 
Tnoixn,  and  Dbattoit,  npon  the  form  c^  the 
resolntion,  and  its  efibot  npon  the  roles,  dCO. 
Pending  the  remarks  of  tbe  latter  gentieinan,  a 
message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  inform- 
ing the  Honse  that  that  body  was  now  ritting 
as  a  oonrt  of  impeachment :  whereupon, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr,  Mastui  in  th«  ohair,  and 


ABBIDCIHENT  OF  THB 
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fudge  Peck. 

Satubdat,  Jwinary  SB. 
pay  of  Sfembtr*. 

The  Eonse  resamed  the  consideraticm  of  the 
joint  resolation  relative  to  the  paj  of  members 
of  Oongreaa, 

Mr.  Hall  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution 
to  the  Oommlttee  od  Public  Eipeoditnree,  with 
tnatraotions  to  report  a  bill,  providing 

"Tbtt  it  Bbill  be  tlie  <mp«r&Uve  dntj  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Bergeanl-at-antis  of  the 
Honoe  of  RepreeentatlTea  to  asaertain,  at  the  end 
of  ever;  nenion  of  Congreis,  from  each  member  of 
Uongresi,  or  delegate  from  ■  territorj,  the  Dumber 
of  daja  wUob  be  ma;  bavo  been  abMDt  tram,  tad 
not  In  atleadanoe  apon,  the  buaineea  of  the  Houae ; 
and,  in  settUog  the  account!  of  Senaton,  mombera, 
and  delegatM,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
accoDDt,  or  amount  of  paj  for  each  seulon,  at  the 
rate  of  eigbt  doUan  per  day  for  every  day  any  mem- 
ber of  eiuier  House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been 
absent,  except  bj  order,  on  buslaeiB  of  tbe  House 
to  vhich  he  belongs,  or  in  coosequence  of  dcbneaa." 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  some  length  took 
tJace,  in  which  Meesn.  Dkattoh,  BuTBRBLaso, 
Hall,  Whittlesit,  Cbiltok,  and  Oabboh,  en- 


"^0. 


r.  Cabsok,  as  he  sud,  in  order  to  pnt  the 
qneetioa  to  rest,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  debate, 
moved  to  laj  tbe  resolution  on  tbe  table. 

On  this  motion  Ur.  OBiLTOHroqnired  tbejreas 
and  naya,  and  they  were  ordered  acoordiogly 
b;  tbe  House.  Being  taken,  they  stood — yeas 
60,  nays  136. 

So  the  Hoose  refused  to  li^  the  snbject  on 
the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a 
lUfA  conrt  of  impeaohment :  wberenpon. 

The  Honee  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to 
attend  the  trial  of  the  ImpeaohmeDt  of  Judge 
Peck. 

ICosDAT,  Jannary  24. 
The  Judiciary, 

Hi.  Davis,  of  Sooth  Carolioa,  fh>m  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Judiciary,  sabmitted  a  report  i^^mt 
tbe  minority  of  that  committee,  on  the  qoestion 
of  repealing  the  2Gth  section  of  the  Judioiar; 
Bot  of  1789,  aceompanied  by  a  bill  "  to  repeal 
the  SSth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  4th 
September,  1789." 

Mr.  BuoHAHAN,  fh>m  the  same  committee, 
va«  deeiroDB  to  present  tbe  report  of  tbe  minor- 
ity of  the  committee ;  but  the  Bfiaub  stated 
that  the  qncetion  most  first  be  put  on  the  reading 
of  tbe  bUl. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and  a  mo- 
tion made  for  its  second  reading;  when 

Ur,  BD0BUIA5  agun  moved  for  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  report  of  Uke  minority  of  the  commit- 


tee;  bnt  tbe  Ctu^r  stated  that,  as  the  Hoaae 
oould  not  entertain  two  motions  at  a  time,  that 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  PennsyLvania  waa 
not  now  in  order.  He  conld  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  hereafter  to  present  the  report. 

Mr.  DoDDUDOB  moved  the  r^ection  of  tlie 
bill,  and  on  bis  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 

The  Spbakbb  stated  that  the  question  wonld 
be  on  now  giving  the  bill  its  seoond  readim; 
and,  if  the  Uonse  refuse  to  order  it  to  be  read  a 
second  time,  it  would  amonnt  to  a  r^eotioo  of 
it. 

On  the  motion  to  read  a  seoond  time,  Hr. 
DonnrnDoa'demaiidedtheyeaeandnayB:  pend- 
ing which  d "  ' 


received  from  the  £ 
.._ line  that  that 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  resolved  itself 


message  w; 
niog  that  ti 


informing  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as 

"  '   court  of  impeachment:  whereupon, 


a  Cotnmitle*  of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeaoh- 
ment of  Judge  Peek. 


TnaaDAT,  Jannaij  SS. 
The  JuAiaary. 

The  bill  yesterday  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  "  to  repeat  the  2Cth 
section  of  tbe  Judidary  act  of  I78S,"  was  taken 
up. 

Mr,  Davis,  of  South  Oarolina,  hoped  tbe  bill 
would  be  allowed  now  to  be  read  tbe  second 
time,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Tne^y  nest;  which  motion  he  made. 

The  Spbakbb  said  tbe  bill  could  not  take  tiiat 
ooorse,  onlees  the  genUemaa  from  VirgEnia  (Mr. 
Doddbidob)  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 

Mr.  DoDDBiDoi  wonld  not  oonaent. 

Mr.  BuoHANAM  addressed  the  Hoose.    He  swd 

the  meaanre  proposed  was  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  he  wished  to  give  on  opportunity  for 
meuii>ers  of  the  House  to  express  their  opiuioos 
on  it  freely  and  fully,  and  that  their  remarks 
might  be  sent  to  the  people.  He  was  opposed 
to  nasty  legislation  on  important  matters ;  but 
if  the  geutleman  from  Virginia  would  witbdi>w 
bis  opposition  to  the  second  reoding,  be  wonld 
move  to  postpone  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  Tuesday  neit;  Sueb  a  motion,  he  preenmed, 
wonld  not  be  in  order  now. 

The  Spbakbb— No.  The  Chair  will  read  the 
rule  of  the  House,  for  the  information  of  gen- 
tiemen. 

[The  Spbakbb  here  read  the  mle  as  follows :] 

"  The  Snt  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  for  informa- 
tion ;  and,  if  oppoution  be  made  to  it,  tbe  qoeatkn 
shall  be,  'Shall  this  bill  be  r^ectedf  If  no  op- 
podtlon  be  made,  or  if  the  question  to  reject  be 
negatived,  the  bill  ahall  go  to  its  second  reading 
wiUiont  a  qnestton.*' 

Mr.  DoDDBDMB  oonseated  to  withdrair  hii 
opposition. 


.y  Google 


DEBATSS  OF  OONaRBSS. 


jAtnuxi,  1B81.] 


CH.  ofE. 


Hr.  Batbs  iDqiiir«d  if  th«  ooosideratiou  of 
ttie  Mil  waa  postponed  to  TneMk^  next,  it 
«oaId  then  b«  considered  in  Oommittee  of  the 
IThole. 

The  SnuKSB  B^d,  afterUie  bill  bad  been  read  _ 
Moond  time,  it  oonld  go  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbole,  or  bo  otherwise  diq>oeed  of,  aa  tht 
Honse  might  direct. 

Hr.  Masun  aaid,  the  gentlemtn  from  Fenn- 
■jlTsnis  had  expressed  his  willingneM  to  have 
a  free  and  ftall  di«cassioa  of  the  Bobjeot,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  no  desire  to  smoth- 
er it.  He  (Mr.  M.)  bod  been  listeoiog  for  rea- 
sons  why  the  bill  should  not  take  the  ordinary 
coQTTC,  but  had  heard  noae.  The  bill  was  odo 
of  TBBt  importance,  and  he  was  also  in  favor  of 
a  free  and  fiill  discnsrion.  He  should  be  soit; 
that  the  bill  should  take  it  coarse  to  prevent  his 
beariDg  the  vietvs  of  gentlemen  on  the  sabject; 
and  he  was  not  snre  that  he  shonid  not  take  part 
in  «  diseossion  himself  He  did  not  intend 
now,  however,  to  ooromit  himself. 

Mr.  BuoBAHiK  had  no  dispoeitiDn,  on  this  or 
aoj  other  occasion,  to  prevent  the  tWtest  discns- 
■ion  of  the  matter  before  the  House.  It  was  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  assuring  himself,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  a  qaestion  shonid  be  taken  on  this 
bill  at  the  present  session,  that  he  had  proposed 
Its  pcatponement  to  this  day  week.  It  would 
thus  oome  up  for  consideration,  as  businem,  of 
eonrw,  on  that  day.  The  bill  will  be,  on  that 
day,  precisely  in  the  situation  in  which  it  is  at 
this  moment.  It  will  stand  higher  on  the 
calmdar  than  it  would  do  were  we  now  to  refer 
tt  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  If,  on  that  day,  it  shonid  be  thought 
■n  expedient  ooorse,  the  bill  oan  then  be  re- 
fbrred  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  now.  We  all 
know  that  there  are  many  subjects  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of - 
the  Union,  and  we  know  that  there  is  a  vast 
mass  of  Inmber  there  too.  If  this  snbjeot  were 
referred  to  that  committee,  Ur.  B.  said,  such  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  thia  House  upon 
it,  as  Is  dne  to  its  importance,  and  mnat  be 
eipMted  by  the  nation,  would  not  be  obtuned 
at  the  present  seerion. 

Hr.  Stokbs,  of  New  York,  asked  whether 
Qtt  question  npon  the  second  reading  or  Flec- 
tion of  ft  bill  was  not  a  qnestiou  open  to  dis- 
eosrion.  [The  Speakbk  answered  tnat  it  was.] 
If  BO,  sud  Mr.  S.,  then  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina,  and  sll  others,  wonld  have  as  full 
opportunity  as  they  desired  to  debate  it, 
irithont  referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  DoDSKiDOE  said  that  his  objection  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  was  prompted  by  the 
ume  motives  aa  bod  influenced  tbe  course  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  viz.,  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  power  to  debate  and  decide 
□pun  this  bill  He  gave  way  only  to  allow  of 
the  motion  for  postoonement,  and  for  no  other 
purpose.  He  snoiud  not  have  made  the  objec- 
tion to  the  teoood  reading,  but  that  he  might 


subject  the  .bill  to  debate,  intending  himself 
fully  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Ramset  asked  how  this  bill  came  to  be 
reported.  Was  there  any  petition  or  any 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  bring  this  Bnl>- 
Ject  now  before  tbe  House !  If  the  people  of 
the  United  States  do  not  ssk  us  to  do  this  thing, 
said  he,  we  ought  not  to  take  It  no  at  all. 

Mr.  Dahibl  said  that  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee had  been  instructed,  by  a  special  reaolntion, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
modifying  the  S&th  section  of  the  Judiciary  act; 
and,  on  considering  the  subject,  they  had  oome 


ponement  for  a  week, 

Mr.  Abohsb  said,  if  there  Is  ft  majority  of  the 
House  disposed  to  obtain  a  decision  of  this 
question,  they  could,  at  any  time,  get  at  it  by 
going  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  shonid  it  be  referred,  as  he 
tbongbt  it  onght  to  be,  to  that  committee,  wher* 
it  could  be  more  freely  discussed  than  in  the 
House.  This  mode  of  disposing  of  tlie  bill,  was 
better  suited  also  to  the  gravity  and  importance 
oi  the  question. 

Mr.MABTiNsdd:  Was  this  the  ordinary  mode 
in  which  bills  were  opposed)  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  said  that  he  had  made  the 
motion  to  reject  this  bill,  becanso  it  was  a  de- 
batable one.  But  certainly  all  woold  admit 
thaLin  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  the  discussion 
wonld  be  more  full,  more  free,  and  over  a  wider 
field.  If  the  opinion  entert^ed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  on  this  subject,  was  common 
to  a  majority  of  the  House,  be  could  at  any 
time  obtain  a  vote  to  go  into  committee  npon 
it.  The  gentleman  Aftkes  his  bead :  bnt  he 
can,  at  any  time,  move  to  go  into  committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  because  such  a  motion 
has  preference  over  any  other.  On  the  other 
band,  the  advocates  of  the  bill  will  not  shrink 
from  the  investigation  of  its  object.  They  have 
no  desire  to  avoid  a  decision  upon  it,  and  will 
unite  with  its  opponents  in  bringing  it  on. 

Mr.  WioKuiTK  said  that  he  should  be  -rert 
much  gratifled  to  have  this  sabject  discussed. 
Bnt  he  wished  to  see  the  bill  placed  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  allow  of  an  amendment  being 
offered  to  It,  for  a  modification  of  the  25th  sec- 
tion of  the  old  law,  which  he  should  prefer  to 
a  total  repeal  of  it.  Let  tbe  bill  be  read  a  seo- 
ond  tixae,  and  then  be  poetponed.  When  it 
should  again  be  takm  ap,  it  would  be  open  to 
amendment 

Mr.  DoDosmoB  considered  the  measure  to  be 
of  as  much  importance  as  if  it  were  a  propori- 
tion  to  repeal  the  Uaion  of  theea  States ;  and 
for  that  reason  he  could  not,  with  his  consent, 
suffer  it  to  take  the  course  of  an  ordinary  bill. 
If  the  Hoose  should  overrule  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  D.  said 
he  Hooold  then  renew  opposition  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bilL 

Mr,  Eluwobtb  s^  that  he  should  regret 
any  delfty  hj  tbia  Hon«e  ot «  decision  upon  a 
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qaegtlon  bo  momentous  u  this.  It  was  becanse 
of  its  overwbeliDiaK  magnitude  that  he  would 
have  it  acted  upon  forthwith.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  there  vaa  a  gentleman  wtthin  bearing 
of  his  voice,  who  had,  at  this  moment,  an  j  doubt 
upon  his  mind  as  to  what  his  vote  would  be 
on  this  qnestioD.  It  seemed  deHirable  to  him, 
in  every  riew,  that  this  qnestion  shonld  be  at 
once  decided. 

Ur.  JoHNBOir,  of  Eentnckj,  said  he  shonld 
vote  in  favor  of  postponement. 

[Here  the  hour  for  morning  badness  ex- 
pired.] 

By  leave  of  the  Honse,  Mr.  BooniHAB  then 

J  resented  the  report  of  the  minoritj  of  the 
ndiciary  Committee  agunst  the  measure  pro- 
posed, and  that,  together  with  the  report  of^the 
mqjoritr  of  the  committee,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Judge  Paik. 

The  hour  of  twelve  was  here  snnonnoed  bj 
the  Chi^r,  and  the  Honse,  in  Committee  of  the 
Vbole,  Mr.  Mabttk  at  its  head,  proceeded  to 
attend  the  high  court  of  impeacmnent. 


Tkdnebdat,  Janoary  96. 
0»n),pa»*atim  qf  Member*, 

The  Honse  resnmed  the  conaderation  of  the 
Jdnt  resolotion  "  relative  to  the  pay  of  mem- 
Ders  of  Oongress ; "  together  with  the  instrno- 
tions  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Pnblio  Expenditnres  when  tiiat  resolntion  was 
last  onder  eonnderation. 

Ifr.  HiLLL  proposed  a  modi^tlon  of  the  in- 
structions, hy  adding  to  them  a  proviso  that 
the  bill,  as  proposed,  should  not  have  a  tetro- 
active  ^ration. 

Hr.  HoTFitAN'  was  cniposed  to  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  reBolntfon,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  qaestion. 

[Here  the  honr  for  morning  InigiDess  ex- 
pired.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spenoek,  of  New  York, 
three  thousand  additional  wpiea  of  the  rejwrt 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sulject 
of  the  cnltivation  of  sugar  cane,  and  the  mann- 
&ctnre  of  brown  sngar.  recently  transmitted  to 
Congreaa,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

jMdgtPti^ 
The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtui  tn  the  chair, 
and  proceeded  to  attend  the  trial  before  the 
high  court  of  impeachment 

TmrsBDAT,  January  27. 

OompeuMttuM  ofMmihtm  ^  Congrtu. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 

joint  tesolntion  "  relative  to  the  pay  of  mem- 

hers  of  Congress,"  together  with  the  motion  to 

recommit. 


The  yeas  and  nayt  were  yestodsy  called  for 
by  Ur.  HomiAN,  on  the  question ;  but  this 
day  the  House  refoaed  to  order  them. 

After  some  disonseion,  the  previoos  qaestion 

as  demanded,  and  the  demand  was  nwtatned 
by  the  House.'  [The  effect  of  Hie  previous 
question  was  to  supersede  the  motir>n  for  re- 
oommitment  with  instructions,  and  Iwing  the 
qnestion  directly  before  the  Honse  cm  the  pas- 
sage of  tbe  Joint  Tesolntion.] 

The  main  qnestion  being  pnt  in  the  fidlowing 
form:  "Shall  the  Joint  reeolotlon  passT"  H 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  followa : 

Teu. — Hewn.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Ande^ 
■on,  Angel,  ArmBlrong,  Araalil,  Noyea  Barber,  Bam- 
well,  BuLley,  B&tea,  B&rlor,  Beekm&n,  J.  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Boret,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
BuTges,  Butman,  Cabooo,  CambrelenB,  Campbell, 
CarMQ,  Chandler,  Chilton,  CUiborne,  day,  Condiet, 
CoDDcr,  Cooper,  CowleB,  Creig,  Cnne,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Bavenpori, 
W.  R.  Davis,  Debeiry,  Denny,  Desha,  De  Witt, 
Dickineon,  Doddridge,  Doreey,  Dtapar,  Dnytdn, 
Dimoaii,  Dwigbt,  Baget,  Baril,  Elkwoith,  O.  Btbh^ 
Horace  Ererett,  FIniflay,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fet- 
ter, Fry,  OordoD,  Qreen,  Hall,  Hammena,  Harvey, 
fiawkloa,  Hayoea,  Hodges,  Holland,  Hofihiao,  Hnb- 
bard,  Bunt,  Hni 
Irwin,  Jarvit,  ] 


Thomas  Uaiwetl,  Lewis  Maxwell,  VcCreery,  Ho- 
Cov,  Hercer,  Mitchell,  Uonell,  HufalenbeiK,  Nu<^- 
olla,  Overton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Ratnaey, 
Rencher,  RichardsoD,  Roaiie,  Eoaael,  Seett^  iraUaaa 
B.  Sfaepard,  Aag.  H.  Bhepperd,  8hi«dds,  EUt,  Snritl^ 
Speight,  Ambrose  Speneer,  JUehard  Spenoer,  Stan- 
berry,  Standefer,  Sterigere,  BMpbena,  WlUiaa  L 
StoiTB,  Stnwg,  Swum,  Swift,  TaUainro,  Taylor,  IWl, 
Wiley  TbompaOD,  i.  Thomaoa,  Traoy,  Tteiraa^ 
Tucker,  Vance,  Vamum,  Terplanek,  Waf  ne.  Week*, 
WhitUeMy,  C.  F.White,  Wicktiffe, Wilde,  Williano, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  Yancey,  Youog — IfiO. 

Nais. — Ueurs.  John  S.  Barbour,  Coleman,  Crawn- 
inshield,  Edward  Everett,  Oailber,  GarhuD,  Gren- 
nell,  Ourley,  Hinds,  Hughee,  Leiper,  UiUer,  Tforton, 
PaltoQ,  Piemon,  Rose,  Sprig     "  —    ". 

Sutherland,  Vinton,  Edward  D 

Bo  the  reaolntjon  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  oonourrence,  tn  the  following  form : 


ided  as  that  it  ahall  be  the  imperative  daty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeantrat-amiB  of 
the  House  of  Represeotstivea  to  tsoertahi,  at  tlie 
end  of  every  seasion  of  Congress,  from  each  mcni- 
bcr  of  CoDgreis  or  delegate  from  a  territory,  tbo 
number  of  cbys  which  he  may  have  been  absent 
from,  and  not  in  atleodance  upon,  the  biranesH  of 
the  House ;  and  in  eetUiag  the  accounts  of  the  Sen- 
atorH,  membera,  and  delegates,  there  ibiil  be  de- 
ducted from  tbe  account,  or  amount  of  pay  for 
each  session,  at  tbe  rate  of  eight  doUaia  per  day 
for  every  day  any  member  of  eiUicr  Honse,  or  dele- 
gate, Btiall  have  been  absent,  except  by  order,  on 
business  of  ^e  House  to  which  he  belong*,  oris  oon- 
sequence  of  «i ' 
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Landi  hilteefrt  IwUme  aitd  Bobtrt*^  Line*. 

The  HouM  then,  on  motion  of  Ur,  Stiki- 
SBRB,  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
HowAKn  in  tfae  ofaair,  and  took  up  the  bill  from 
tb«  Senate,  to  "  amend  an  act  to  qniet  the  tilie 
of  oertun  ptuohaaeta  of  lands  between  the  linea 
vt  Lndlow  and  Roberta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
together  with  oertdn  ameodmenta  proposed  bj 
the  Oommittea  on  Private  I^nd  Oluma. 

rrhiB  Bubieot  has  been  loog  before  Coogreaa, 
and  the  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  case  re- 
peatedly pabliabed  in  the  latelligenoar.  Gen- 
eral UoArthnr  and  Philip  Doddridge,  ai  agents 
ibr  others,  were  the  owners  of  certain  Unds 
between  the  Hues  of  Ladlow  and  Roberts,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  These  lands  had  been  sold 
to  other  individnals  bf  the  United  States,  be- 
UeTing  them  to  be  a  part  of  the  national  do- 
main, and  the'  proceeds  were  paid  into  the 
Treasury.  Under  this  state  of  things,  Dodd- 
ridge had  commenoed  snit  against  t^e  pnr- 
cbMBta,  and  the  United  States  made  tbemselTes 
dfifimdantt  te  the  case.  In  the  Bnpreme  Gonrt, 
ft  dedrion  was  made  b  &vor  M  Doddridse. 
After  that  deeislon,  Oongren  passed  an  act  ror 
the  snrrej  of  the  lands,  and  anthoriziug  the 
appointment  of  coramisaionen  to  appraise  tlieir 
Talne.  When  their  report  was  mad&  the  Pres- 
ident  of  the'United  Stales  was  aathorized  to 
treat  with  McArtbnr  and  Doddridge  for  a  set- 
tiemejit  of  their  claims,  in  order  te  quiet  the 
titles  of  tliose  who  had  purchased  from  the 
Unilad  States.  McArthnr  agreed  to'  receive 
fbr  bis  lands  the  valaation  fixed  hj  the  ap- 
{a^isera.  Doddridge  demanded  the  same  snm, 
with  interest,  that  had  been  paid  inte  the 
TT«aaiu7.  An  sot  had  passed  Oongreaa,  at 
tbe  last  session,  appropriating  a  sam  of  monej 
far  qnleting  these  titles ;  and  the  bill  at 
preeent  reported  was  to  make  a  farther  ap- 
propriation, to  tbe  use  of  Hr.  Doddridge,  for 
one  of  the  snrveys,  which  he  had  already  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  but  for  whidi  the  act  be- 
fore named  did  not  make  snfficient  compensa- 

A  debate  of  some  duration  took  place  be- 
tween Vessrs.  SrEBiaBBE,  MoCot,  WiCELirrE, 
VnreoH,  and  Pbtos.  It  oooMsted  chiefly,  how- 
ever, of  explanations,  and  a  statement  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  bill  before  the  Uonse 
waa  founded.  l£r.  Sibsioerb  moved  that  the 
proposed  amendments  be  rejected. 

itr.  TsHSTANT  had  ris^  to  speak,  when 

A  message  waa  received  from  the  Senate. 

The  Sfkakbb  immediately  took  tbe  chur, 
and  the  Secretary  of  t^e  Senate  announced  that 
that  body  was  now  sitting  oa  a  high  ooort  of 
impeaohmwt. 

Judg*  Peek. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole,  Ur.  IfAany  in  the  chair,  and  pro- 
oeeiled  to  the  S^mte  chamber,  to  attend  the 
high  court  of  impeachment  sittmg  for  the  trial 
ofVudgePeok. 


Havi^  returned,  and  reported  progress, 
The  Hoaae  again  resumed,  in  ComTnittee  of 
tbe  Whole,  the  bill  which  was  before  that  ootn* 
mittee  in  the  morning  relative  to  lands  between 
Ladlow  and  Rolwrts' lines :  without  continnioa 
the  debate,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  ut  again. 

FsniiY,  Janoary  28. 
Svrplv*  Seeeniie. 

ICr.  PoLX,  from  tbe  Select  Oommittee  to 
which  waa  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  aa  relates  to  the  dis- 
tribatdon  of  the  sorplus  revenue,  made  a  report 
which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  molioQ  was  made  to  print  Q,000  copies  of 
tbe  report ;  which  motion  lies  one  day  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Wmrx,  of  New  York,  moved  for  the 
printing  of  8,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the 
minority  and  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciary,  relative  to  repealing  the  twentj-fifth 
seotJOD  of  tbe  judiciary  law  of  1769 ;  which 
motion  Ues  one  day. 

3K«  Jvdieiary. 

Mr.  LaooHFTX  submitted  tbe  following ; 

Sttelved,  That  the  Committee  an  th«  Jadieiary 
tra  initracted  to  inquire  into  the  aipedienoy  of 
amendiDg  the  ConatitudoD  of  tbe  United  States,  so 
Uut  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  (be 
inferior  courts  shall  bold  their  rcqMCtivo  offices  for 

Mr.  WBiTTLaszY  demanded  tbe  qnestion  o! 
conuderation,  and 

Mr.  VuioK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  quastion. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  b^og 
taken,  stood — yeas  61,  nays  116. 

So  the  House  refused  to  confer  the  resoln- 

M^eiuti  tjf  the  Impeaekmmt, 

Mr.  Ellswobth  stated  that  the  witnesses  at- 
tending on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  could  not 
be  discharged  until  they  were  paid ;  and  he 
moved  to  suspend  the  consideration  of  any 
other  bnsinesa  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  np  the  bill. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to,  and  the  Houae 
went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
DwioHT  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill 
<>  moving  provision  for  the  compensation  of  the 
witnesses,  and  other  expenses  attending,  the 
trial  of  Judge  Feck,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  hy  tbe  Committoe  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, 

fThe  gross  snm  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Senate's  bill  amounted  to  (12,000 ;  by 
the  proposed  amendments,  that  amount  was  in- 
creased to  tl8,600.] 

Mr.  Polk  said  the  bill  provided  for  the  com- 
pensation of  the  witnesses,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stetes  and  the  reqtondent.    In  all 
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State  prosecutions,  tho  defendant  always  paid 
bis  own  witnesses,  and  he  thonght  the  United 
States  wonld  do  enough  to  oompensate  the  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  or  the  prosecntioa.  He  re- 
guested  information  as  to  what  had  been  the 
luage  in  former  oases  of  impeachment  under 
this  Government. 

Mr.  Ellswobtr  replied  that,  in  the  case  of 
Jndge  Chase,  the  United  States  had  paid  the 
witnesses  on  both  sides.  He  was  not  poutive 
as  to  the  other  cases.  He  would  remark,  that 
it  would  tend  to  the  ntter  min  of  anj  individ- 
nal  brought  before  tbe  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  trial^  if  he  were  to  be  oompeiled  to 
compensate  his  own  witnesses.  It  was  right 
■nd  proper  that  tbe  Government  should  pay  all 
the  witnesses  attending  trials  of  impeachments ; 
and  ^vhetber  Jadge  Peck  should  or  should  not 
be  cleared,  it  was  obvious  that,  if  he  were  to 
be  Gonipelled  to  psj  his  witnesses,  he  was  a 
nuned  man. 

Mr.  Oaesom  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended.  If  a  precedent  was  now 
established,  that  the  United  States  were  not 
to  pay  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  persons  ac- 
onsed  in  trials  of  impeachment,  no  future  prose- 
OQtion  would  take  place,  however  agtn'avated 
might  be  thu  ofieuce  committed.  No  man 
would  undertake  it.  There  was  no  analogy 
between  tbe  ordinary  trials  in  the  States  and 
a  trial  in  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States.  In 
tbe  latter,  witnesses  hod  generally  to  be 
bronght  from  a.  distance,  often  very  ^reat,  as 
in  the  present  rase,  and  their  detention  here 
was  both  long  and  expensive.  What  posuble 
chance  was  there,  he  woold  ask,  that  an  indi- 
vidual conld  clear  himself  of  an  alleged  crime, 
if  he  was  ohligud  to  pay  his  own  witnesses  t 
No  man  oonld  clear  himself  for  no  man  oonld 
afford  the  expense.  In  his  opinion,  for  the 
United  States  to  refuse  to  pay  witnesses  in  trials 
of  tbe  kind  referred  to,  would  amount  to  a  pos- 
itive denial  of  jastice. 

The  question  was  demanded,  and  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  ruported  the  bill  as  amended ; 
tlie  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Zand*  ittueen  Ludloa  and  SobtrU'  Lbia. 

The  Honse  resumed,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
'Whole,  the  hill  "  to  amend  the  act  to  ouiet  tbe 
title  of  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  between 
the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  Hr.  Howard  in  the  chair. 

Some  forther  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  Tbkzvast,  Wiokuffk,  and  Vim- 
ton,  when  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Oommittee  on  Private  Land  Cl^ms  were  disa- 
n-eed  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
Uie  bill  to  the  House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  r^ecting  the  proposed  amend- 
menta,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
Uurd  time  to-morrow. 


Judgt  Peek. 
Tbe  hour  of  13  having  arrived,  tbe  Boase 
[ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
hole,  Mr.  Mabtih  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Senate  to  attend,  before  the  hi^  eomt 
of  impeachment,  the  trial  of  Jodge  Pwk. 


Whol 


8ATUBD1.T,  January  29. 
Tht  Jtidieiary. 
The  bill  to  repeal  tbe  SSth  section  of  the  ju- 
diciary act,  poswd  on  the  4th  September,  1789, 
coming  up,  the  question  b^g  on  tbe  motion 
of  Hr.  Udcbakak  to  postpone  tbe  motion  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Tuced^ 

Hr.  CiuwroBD,  after  a  few  remarks,  de- 
manded the  previous  question '  wbicL  was  the 
motion  of  Hr.  Doddbidoi  that  the  bill  be  i«- 

The  demand  was  snstuned — yeas  81,  nays  69. 

The  question  was  then  pn^  "  Shall  tbe  vatia 
question  be  now  put  t " 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  TG,  nays  68. 

TbemBinqae8tionwaathenpnt,viz,:  "Shall 
the  bill  be  rejected  f  " 

And  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative  m 
follows: 

Tub. — Hewn.  Aodetsui,  AnnstronB,  ArnoM, 
Bailey,  Nojes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barrioger, 
Birtler,  Bales,  Baylor,  Beekmsn,  John  Blur,  B««- 
kee,  Boon,  BorsI,  Brodhead,  Brown,  BuchuMo, 
Burges,  Butmsn,  Gaboon,  Chilton,  Clark,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Cimig,  Crane,  Crawfor< 
Crocketi,  CteigbiDn,  Crocberon,  Crowninihield, 
John  Davis,  Seberry,  Denny,  De  Will,  Dirkinsou, 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  Dwlght,  Eiger^  Earll, 
EUaworth,  0.  Evans,  Joshua  Evins,  Edwtrd  Ever^ 
ett,  findlay,  Finch,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Oor> 
ham,  Green,  Grenneil,  Qurley,  HaJsey,  Hemphill, 
Hodgea,  HoDand,  Homnaa,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Hantioglon,  Ihrie,  IngetwiU,  WlUiam 
W.  Irvin,  Thomas  Irwin,  Johns,  Cave  Johnson, 
Keodail,  Keanon,  Kincaid,  Ferkhis  King,  Adam 
Kmg,  Leavitt,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letober,  Hagee,  M^la- 

2,  Bartindale,  Lewis  MaiweU,  UcCreMy,  HelhiMe, 
eintire,  Heroer,  Miller,  MitcheD,  Von^,  Hnblea- 


Strong,  Sutherland,  Swaun,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  J. 
Tfaomaon,  Vance,  Varaun],  Verplanck,  Yinton, 
Wuhiugton,  Weeka,  Whittlesey,  0.  P.  White,  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  WiUiams,  WUson,  Wingate,  Tonng 
— ]38. 

Kits. — Uenn.  Aleiander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Barnwell,  Bell,  Jameii  Blair,  Bouldin,  Ounbrdeng, 
Campbell,  Cbaudler,  CUibome,  Clay,  Coleman,  Co» 
ner,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  B.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper, 
Fester,  Gaitber,  Gordon,  Hall,  I^rvey,  Hsynea, 
^inds,  Jartis,  Kiehard  H.  JoboaoD,  Lamar,  L«- 
comple,  Lewis,  Lovall,  Lum^io,  Ltdii,  Uirtin, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  NnokoUs,  Overion,  Pati- 
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ton,  Fittis,  Polk,  FoUcT,  Roane,  WUef  Thompaoo, 
Tramnt,  Tucker,  WicklifTe,  mide,  Tuoej— SI. 

Bo  the  bill  was  r^eoted. 

Tha  House  reenraed  the  consideration  of  the 
r«Bolntion  snbmitted  b^  Ur.  Ha  una  tome  dayi 
atnce,  relative  to  bTown  sugar. 

Mr,  Wbits,  of  Loaiaiana,  said,  that  when  thU 
BQlijeet  came  np  in  order,  It  was  laid  over  for  a 
tpeoiSo  object.  ■  I,  mjaelf,  moved  iu  postpone- 
ment, as  well  from  my  own  convictioD  of  the 


__  n  of  Bome  other  gentlemen.  The  ob- 
ject allnded  to  was,  to  let  in  a  report  on  the 
ffiitject,  which  we  vere  daitj  eipectins  to  re- 
oriTB  from  the  Treasnry  Department,  in  com- 
pUanoe  with  a  oall  from  this  Eonse.  That  re- 
port, sir,  has  since  been  sent  tn,  hat,  beins  of 
some  Tolnme,  the  public  printer  has  not  had 
time  enoogta  to  lay  it  on  oar  tables.  This  cir- 
cumstance I  regret  aa  mnoh  as  any  one  can ; 
jet  it  does  present  the  qnestion,  how  far  it  is 
proper  to  proceed  without  it.  Several  gentle- 
men have  mentioned  the  subject  to  me ;  and 
one  among  the  number  intimated  that,  if  I  did 
not  move  its  farther  postponement,  he  would. 
Aa  to  myseltl  it  does  appear  to  me  that  it 
ironld  not  be  over  respectful  to  the  gentleman 
irbo  presides  in  the  deportment,  to  take  no 
heed  of  a  docnment  which  we  have  caused  him 
to  prepare  with  no  inconsiderable  labor.  Be- 
Bid«a,  1  feel  that  I  shall  be  wanting  in  defbr- 
«nce  to  the  people  where  I  live,  if  I  neglected 
to  nse,  and  to  imbue  the  House,  as  fiu'  as  de- 
pends on  me,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts 
which  thef  have  taken  so  much  p^ns  to  em- 
body. There  is  another  consideration :  wo  are 
boond  by  the  role  we  hare  adopted  to  attend 
in  the  B«nat«,  during  this  week,  on  the  debate 
of  the  impeachment  we  have  preferred  agaiust 
Jodge  Peck.  The  hand  on  the  dial  plate  indi- 
ostea  that  but  five  minutes  could  now  be  allot- 
ted to  the  subject.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  I 
move  Its  further  postponement  ontii  next 
Wednesday,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  then 
taken  ap,  and  proBecnted  to  a  termination. 

The  motion  prevailed. 


U011D1.T,  January  81. 
JvdgaPtek. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Sphsht, 
reaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mi.  Ouaamxsa  in  the  chair ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Hathxb,  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  at- 
t«ad  the  farther  triiil  of  Jadge  Feck  before  the 
hi^  oonrt  of  impeachment.  Having  returned, 
the  ohairman  reported  that  the  committee,  in 
pnmumce  of  the  order  of  the  House,  had  at- 
tended the  trial  of  Jndge  Peck ;  and  that  the 
Senate  had  pronounced  Judgment  in  the  oaae, 
and,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  21,  Sad  refosed  to  sos- 
tain  the  impeacbmient  preferred  by  the  House ; 
aoA  that  the  oonrt  hod  a^onrned  Wn«  dw. 
TobXI^-ao 


Illinmt  and  Miehigim  Ctmal. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  made  on  the  eth  instant,  to  re- 
oonsider  the  vote  by  which  was  r^eetod  the 
bill  to  anthorise  a  change  in  the  disposnl  of  tha 
land  granted  for  the  construction  of  the  Dli- 
nois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Ur.  DuHOAif  hoped  the  motion  for  reconsid- 
eration would  prevail,  and  that  the  bill  would 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  day  cer- 
tain ;  and  he  called  for  the  reading  of  the  t«- 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Public  I^ds,  wbidi 
oommittee  reported  the  bilL  It  was  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

Ur.  Vawok  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  taken 
np  before,  be  was  desirous  of  offering  an  amend* 
ment,  with  a  view  to  meet  the  views  of  gentle- 
men. If  no  other  member  did,  be  should  t^e 
oooadon,  if  the  Honse  agree  to  reconsider  the 
bill,  to  submit  an  amendment,  so  as,  if  possible, 
to  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen,  and  secure  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  best  possible  shape. 

Ur.  DunoAif  remarked  that  the  gentieman 
who  had  made  the  motion  to  reconsider,  had 
stated  to  the  House,  at  the  time  of  doing  so, 
that  he  did  it  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, proposing  to  appropriate  money,  in  Uen 
of  scrip,  to  aid  the  State  of  Illinois  in  tbe  oon- 
straction  of  the  proposed  canal.  If  gentlemen 
would  prefer  the  appropriation  of  money,  he 
had  no  objection ;  thourii,  for  his  own  part,  he  \ 
should  be  perfectly  aamfied  with  scrip.  Gen- 
tlemen  were  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  tbe  aciip 
would  be  sacrificed.  Lands  to  the  amount  of 
tSSO,000  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
the  last  year ;  it  was  proposed  by  tbe  bill  to 
apply  but  $50,000  worth  of  scrip  in  a  year; 
and  it  was  evident  that  it  wonld  be  equal  to 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Ur.  Bill  had  voted  for  the  original  bill,  and 
stated  the  grounds  npon  which  be  did  so.  He 
should  be  opposed  to  an  amendment  like  the 
one  saggested,  and  could  not  vote  for  the  re- 
consideration, though  he  had  voted  for  the  bill 
Hginally. 

Ur.  Yarox  said  that,  for  hlmsell^  he  was 
willing  to  take  tbe  bill  as  it  was;  but  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  so  framed  as  to  satis^  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  with  a  view  to  give  more  geiMral 
satisfaction,  the  motion  had  Iwen  made  to  re- 
consider, so  a*  to  submit  the  amendment  su^ 
geated. 

Ur.  Ibtiit,  of  Ohio,  with  a  view,  as  he  said, 
to  have  done  with  the  subject,  for  tbe  present 

asion,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reconsld- 

ation  on  tbe  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  npon  the  reooo- 
rideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had 
ijeen  r^eoted,  and  was  detnded  in  the  negative 

-yeaa  32,  nays  109. 

Jamtt  Monroe. 


,Coo^^lc 


.  o*B.] 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 

Wbedjbr  tit  Poor  of  Gtorgaloiim. 


The  qaestion  was  t&ken  on  egreeing  with  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  is  Htrikiag  out  the 
enacting  clanse  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  SO,  nays  109. 

Ur.  Mkbckb  then  moved  to  strike  ont  all  af- 
ter the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  insert 
the  unendment  which  he  had  before  read. 
Pending  which  motion, 

Mr.  WiLUAKB  moved  an  adjonrnment. 

Ur.  Datib,  of  Massachnsetts,  hoped  the  gen- 
ttemOD  would  withdraw  the  motion  for  one 
minnte,  to  enable  him  to  ask  leave  of  absence 
for  his  oolleagae  (Ur.  Gobhau)  for  tea  dajs. 

Ur.  WiuiAUs  consenting,  leave  was  granted, 
u  requested. 


TnBH>AT,  Febmaiy  1. 
Amendment  of  the  Rulm. 

The  reeolntion  of  Ur.  Pottib,  to  amend  the 
rule  which  timita  debate  on  resolntiona  and  the 
presentation  of  reports  to  one  hour  in  each 
daf,  was  Bgun  taken  np. 

[When  tills  resolntion  was  under  oonsider&- 
tion  a  few  daja  ago,  Mr.  PorrBB  made  a  few 
observations  in  regvd  to  it,  one  of  which 
prodnced  a  general  smile  in  the  Honse.  Ad- 
verting to  ^e  operatioa  of  the  role  which 
limits  the  oonrideration  of  resolutions  to  a 
ringle  honr  on  each  day,  frequentlj  ontting 
off  a  speech  which  might  have  been  near 
.its  oonofnaion  bnt  for  the  intervention  of  the 
mle,  he  said  that  the  effect  of  it  waa  to  give 
.  time  to  the  orator  to  reonperate,  and  reamne 


these  words,  when  the  Speaker  apprised  the 

gentleman  Uiat  the  hoar  had  expired,  and  he 
mnst  BQapend  his  further  observations  for  this 
day.  Wtiereupon,  Ur.  P.  observed  that  there 
eonld  not  have  been  a  better  illostration  of  the 


feel  disposed  to  avail  himaelf  of  the  interval  of 
a  day  to  prepare  a  set  speech.] 

Hr.  PoTTEB  spoke  of  tlie  nomerons  and  com- 
plicated rules  of  the  Hoose,  and  of  the  maoy 
utstanoes  in  which  gentlemen  were  declared  to 
be  out  of  order,  from  the  want  of  a  proper 
knowledge  of  them.  He  oonclnded  by  movmg 
to  rei^  tne  resolntion  to  a  Select  Committee, 
with  instractions  to  amend  the  roles  generally. 

Mr.  Ubbcxb  had  one  eu^eetion  to  make. 
By  the  present  role  of  the  House,  should  the 
previous  qnestdon  be  demanded,  and  eust^ned, 
it  shut  OQt  all  amendments  which  hod  been 
previously  made  to  a  bill,  and  the  question  re- 
curred on  the  ori^al  bill  itselC  He  hoped  that 
the  rule  would  undergo  an  amendment,  so  as 
to  avoid  this  ringolar  operation. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to, 

"Wood,  for  the  Poor  of  ffecrgsUun. 

The  SpEAKXa  Isdd  before  the  House  a  letter 

from  the  Uayor  of  Georgetown,  relative  to  Uie 


[FttnuKT,  ISSL 

distressed  situation  of  the  poor  €>(  that  dtfi 
and  soliciting  the  House  to  grant  a  donation  cf 
some  of  the  wood  in  tlie  vaults  of  ttie  o^iibd 

for  their  present  use. 

Ur.  WAsmNOTON  would  not  take  ap  tJie  time 
of  the  House  in  explaining  the  necessity  for  act- 
ing immediately  on  the  application  Just  mads. 
The  letter  sufficiently  oiplajned  itself,  and  he 
should  content  himself  with  simply  solxnittiDg 
the  following  resolution ; 

Rttolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  cause  diirty  oordi  of 
wood  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  the  Vijcr  of 
QeorgetawQ,  for  the  use  of  the  sofferii^  poor  of 
that  town. 

Ur.  Polk  knew  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
oppose  a  resolution  In  behalf  of  the  suffering 
poor  of  this  District,  or  any  Other  oonntry. 
He  mnst  be  permitted  to  remark,  however, 
that  the  precedent  of  appropriating  the  pnblie 
funds  for  SDch  purposes  was  a  b^  one.  The 
resolution  now  before  the  Honse  had  come  upon 
it  suddenly,  and  it  was  not  of  sufficient  conse- 
quence to  move  its  postponement.  He  recol- 
lected that,  some  years  ago,  there  was  a  fire  in 
the  District,  to  be  seen  from  the  windows  of 
the  capitot,  and  an  application  was  immedi- 
ately made  for  extending  relief  to  Hie  sufferers. 
While  he  was  disposed  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
motives  which  prompted  members,  on  that  oe- 
oaaion,  to  draw  money  &om  the  Treasury  fi^ 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  he  wonld  ask,  was 
the  course  adopted  a  proper  one  I  Was  the 
obUgation  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  suffer- 
ers within  the  ton  milee  square,  greater  than  to 
those  of  other  parte  of  the  Union !  The  very 
same  day  that  the  Are  occurred  in  Alexandria, 
property,  to  a  fur  greater  extent,  was  destroyed 
by  the  same  element  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  but 
he  had  never  heard  that  those  sufferers  applied 
to  CoogresH  for  relief.  There  were  many  suffer- 
ers in  the  United  States — many  objects  of  charity 
— but  they  did  not  call  upon  Congress  to  help 
them.  Continue  to  pass  resolutions  of  the 
charaoter  of  that  now  before  the  House,  and 
what,  would  be  the  consequence !  Why,  every 
winter,  when  the  snow  fell,  or  the  Potomac 
was  &ozen  over,  applications  would  be  made  to 
Congreas,  and  members  would  be  engaged  in 
the  dignified  object  of  buying  and  stowing 
■ood,  to  give  to  Uie  poor  of  the  District  of 


it  on  principle :  the  House  bad  not  the  power 
to  make  the  donation  requested.  He  might  be 
told  that  Congress  was  the  esdusivc  I^b1»- 
ture  for  the  District.  Be  it  so.  Bnt  was  that 
any  good  reason  that  they  should  ^ve  awsjr  all 
the  revenue  of  the  nation  to  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Gdumbia  t  If  so,  the  poor  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  oonntry  hod  nothing  to  do 
bnt  to  come  and  sit  down  here,  in  this  District, 
and  apply  to  Congress  for  relieC  It  was  not 
to  the  amount  proposed  to  be  giveu  that  he  ob- 
jected—no, not  the  paltry  cost  of  Ihirif  ootdi 
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of  wood ;  but  be  would  state  that  geatlMnen 
oame  here  to  Iwialate  on  the  great  ooDoems  of 
the  Uniioii,  ana  not  to  give  awa.7  the  publio 
properly.  It  was  not  money  from  the  Treaan- 
17,  bnt  the  expense  wu  to  be  defrayed  bj'  the 
ooDtlogent  liind  of  this  House.  That  fnnd  was 
-voted  for  the  nse  of  the  Hotue ;  there  abonld 
be  some  ducretioQ  in  ite  application ;  end  If 
we  may  give  away  a  part  of  it,  for  purposes 
other  than  for  what  it  was  intended,  we  m^ 

give  away  tbe  whole.  He  might  well  address 
kmaelf  on  this  occaaion,  to  those  who,  by  the 
operation  of  tbe  previous  qaeetion,  had  cat  off 
all  opportnnit;  of  remark  on  s  former  similar 
subject  Their  motives  were  kind,  no  donbt, 
and  he  gave  them  credit  for  them ;  a  severe 
Btorm  was  raging,  and  they  yielded  to  their 
feettngs  SA  men.  So  soeh  reason  could  be 
urged  now,  however ;  for  the  present  was  one 
of  the  most  pleasant  days  they  had  eqjo^ed 
for  Rome  time.  Bnt  it  was  sud  the  poor  of 
Georgetown  were  enfferin^ — so  may  be  the 
poor  of  New  York,  and  omer  aeotiona  of  the 
Uidon.  In  conolorion,  he  tnuted  that  the 
House  would,  by  its  vote  to-day,  put  a  oheck 
to  legislation  on  matters  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  BruB,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  contended 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  House  to 
Tote  donations  of  taei  for  the  people  of  the 
Diatrict.  If  so,  it  would  bare  power  also  to 
vote  millions  of  the  public  money  to  f^ed  and 
clothe  the  anffering  poor  of  the  District.  The 
House  had  no  right  to  give  Awaj  the  public 
money  for  any  snob  porpose ;  and  if  genUemen 
were  disposed  to  be  liberal,  Jet  them  be  liberal 
ont  of  th^  own  money.  He,  therefore, 
moved  the  following  sntietitute,  b7  way  of 


"That  the  Sergiiuit-at-u'ins  be  required  to  de. 
duct  from  the  compeoattion  of  the  members  of  this 
House  one  daj's  paj,  &nd  deliver  said  anm  to  the 
Hajor  at  GeorgeiowD,  to  be  »pplled  to  purchase  fuel 
for  the  paupere  of  that  town :  Prerided,  neverthelesa, 
that  such  deduction  ahall  be  made  from  the  compen- 
sation of  sneli  members  onl  j  m  vote  in  Eaior  of  this 
reaolntion." 

Ht.  Pole  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe 
■mendment,  observing  that  be  would  vote  for 
it  with  the  greatestpleasure. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  asked,  what  was 
tbe  Lt^iSlatare  of  tbe  District  of  Columbia  t 
As  tbe  answer  to  that  qnestion  would  imply 
the  power  of  the  Hoase  to  ^ant  tbe  proptwed 
relief^  yet  not  to  grant  a  similar  relief  to  the 
people  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  State  having  tte 
own  Legislature,  Congress  stood  in  tlie  same 
relation  to  thia  Territory  as  the  Legialatare  of 
New  York  did  to  hers.  He  concluded  a  few 
remarks,  by  demanding  the  previoua  question. 

The  call  was  seconded,  90  to  S6 ;  and  the 
m^n  qoaation  was  ordered. 

The  effect  of  this  decision  being  to  set  aside 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bi.A.ra,  the  qneatioa  was 
pat  oa  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided, 
by  yeas  and  naya,  in  the  affinimtiv&— yeas  108, 
aafen. 


Jiidieidl  CtmUo^U. 
Mr.  Dbipib,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  Hm 
House,  submitted  for  consideration  the  foUoW' 
ing  reoolntion : 

Rnolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadldary 
be  directed  to  ioquEce  into  the  eipedienej  ^ 
defining  bj  statute  bU  offences  which  laaj  be  pon- 
ished  as  contempts  of  the  couita  ef  the  United 
Sutes. 

Hr.  Dkapsb  sud  that  he  had  offered  this 
resolntion  under  tbe  deepeet  sense  of  du^.  It 
was  not  his  intention,  be  s^d,  on  this  oot^on, 
to  a^tate  a  question  which  bad  been  recently 
mncb  agitated  elsewhere.  But,  sud  be,  I  m 
wish  to  know  upon  what  tennre  the  people  t^ 
thia  countrr  hold  their  liberties.  I  wish  to 
know  whether,  if  I  myself  choose  to  go  into 
the  public  newspapers  to  vindicate  any  vote  I 
give  here,  it  be  not  competent  for  any  man, 
who  thinks  proper  to  do  so,  to  enter  the  same 
fomm,  npon  eqnal  ground,  to  show  that  my 
opinion  is  wrong.  If  I,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  or  this  House  as  a  body,  shonld  set  fortb 
to  the  world  any  opinion  upon  a  matter  before 
us,  has  not  any  one  a  right,  through  the  same 
medium,  to  question  the  oorrectneaa  of  that 
opinion  ?  Does  not  t^at  opinion,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  its  publication,  become  public  proper- 
Et  Does  it  not  present  as  fair  a  subject  for 
Mnaaion  oa  any  that  con  bepreoented  to  the 
mind  of  man )  The  object  of  such  a  publica- 
tion of  an  opinion  is  to  oonvince  tbe  r^ers  of 
it  that  a  certua  proposition  is  right.  If  the 
object  of  a  publication  be  to  convince  tbe  pab- 
lic  at  large  that  ony  particular  proposition  agi- 
tated here  is  correct,  is  it  not  competent  lor 
any  citizen  to  call  into  qnestioa  tbe  oorrectnesa 
of  snob  on  opinion  t  Bnrely  it  is.  If,  then, 
we  have  not  the  power  of  promulgstlog'  oor 
opinions,  under  tbe  protection  of  a  garb  of  offi- 
cial sanctity,  I  shonld  like  to  know  if  any  other 
department  of  the  Glovemment  has  a  right  to 
go  before  the  public  with  a  vindioatton  of  its 
opinions,  without  any  citizen  who  chooses  hav- 
ing the  right  of  reply  to  them,  or  comment 
upon  them.  Tbis  body  has,  I  admit,  a  right  to 
preserve  decomm  and  order  within  tJieae  walls, 
and  to  remove  from  within  them  any  one  who 
may  disturb  the  proceedings  of  this  Houw. 
Bat  if,  after  having  act«d  upon  any  sul^ect,  a 
majority  of  this  Hoose  shall  ohooae  to  go  into 
the  newspapers,  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
we  have  acted,  I  maintain  that  any  dtiien 
whatever  bos  a  right  to  meet  us  tbera  and  con- 
test those  grounds.  Any  solitary  indindnal 
has,  nnder  snch  ciioumstances,  a  right  to  meet 
and  confront  the  whole  body  of  the  majority 
of  this  House.  If  this  reasoning  apply  to  tbe 
legislative  body,  does  it  not,  tn  an  equal  Aegtn^ 
apply  to  every  other  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment !  I  maint^n  that  It  does.  Whenever 
an  individual  in  office  lays  aside  hia  official  ca- 
pacity, and  endeavors  by  argument  and  reason 
to  convbce  others  that  any  thing  which  li«  has 
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done  offlcUll;',  haa  been  done  properlj,  he  has 
a  light  to  be  met  by  whomsoever,  differing  in 
opinion  from  him,  in  an?  fomm  which  he  him- 
self mnj  select.  Beliering  thiB,  1  have  pre- 
Sared  this  reaolation,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the 
aCy  which  I  owe,  not  only  to  myself,  bnt  to 
the  aixtv  thousand  freemen  whom  I  represent 
on  tbia  floor.  I  am  not  for  holding  my  Uberty 
for  one  moment  at  the  discretion  of  any  indi- 
vidual. It  may  be  stud,  air,  In  opposidoii  to 
the  o'Mect  of  this  reaolntion,  that  there  will 
be  difficulty  in  defining  contempts  of  (Mort. 
T^oagh  this  may  be  true,  we  shall  find  no  diffi- 
culty m  defining  what  are  not  contempts.  We 
can  embrace^  in  aaj  le^  provision  on  this  sab- 
iect,  man;  cases  which  are  not  contempts. 
We  might  say,  for  example,  that  It  woald  not 
be  a  contempt  of  conrt  to  express  an  opinion 
r^n  any  decision  finally  made  in  ooort,  ice. 
We  might  declare  that  it  should  not  be  a  con- 
tempt of  conrt  in  any  one  to  say  that  a  Jndge 
is  not  immaonlate.  I  beg  not  to  be  nnderatood, 
said  Hr.  D.,  as  here  referring  to  a  case  which 
has  been  lately  before  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legislature,  sitting  as  a  high  coart  of  impeaoh- 
ment.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  reflect  upon  the 
conduct  of  any  individual,  who  for  soch  con- 
duct has  been  constitutionally  tried,  and  legally 
acquitted.  But  the  law  ought  to  be  so  clear, 
that  every  individual  may  be  able  to  look  to 
the  statute  book,  and  know  whethet,  in  any 
thing  that  he  may  do,  he  acts  within  the  law 
or  not.  For  the  security  of  the  righta  of  the 
whole  people,  and  for  no  purpose  of  invidioos 
allusion  or  personal  gratification,  I  invite  this 
inquiry.  It  is  proper,  sir,  that  every  individual 
In  the  community  should  know  what  are  the 
laws  which  he  U  bound  to  observe  at  the  peril 
of  his  liberty. 

Ur.  DoDDBinoB,  concarriuK  with  his  col- 
league in  the  expediency  of  tnis  inquiry,  sug- 
gested to  him  the  propriety  of  modii^ing  his 
resolntion,  by  adding  to  it  these  words :  "  and 
also  to  limit  the  ponishment  for  the  same." 
Mr.  Dbapkr  accepted  this  modification. 
Thos  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Clawi  ttfjamet  Monroa. 

The  House  took  np  for  oonsideration  the 
amendment  yoaterday  submitted  by  Ur.  Mkb- 
DBB  to  the  bUl  for  the  relief  of  James  Uonroe ; 
which  was  as  follows : 

"Strike  out  from  the  bill  aU  that  foUows  the 
enacting  clause  and  inserE — 

"That  Che  proper  acecuQting  officers  of 
Treasury,  uoder  the  lopervigion  and  direotlon  of  the 
SecreUrT  of  War,  uid  subjsct  to  the  approval  of 
the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  Sutea,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  Buthori2«d  to  adjust  and  aetcls  all  the 
accouDts  and  claims  of  Jamei  Uonroe,  lace  Preri- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  upon  principles  of  jnsUce 
and  equity. 

"  And  h*  Ufarihtr  auielti,  That,  so  soon  as  any 
amount  th^  have  been  found  doe  to  the  said 
James  Uonroe,  it  shall  be  paid  to  him  out  of  any 
money  In  the    Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
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Mr.  WiLUAHB  moved  to  amend  the  amood' 

ent,  bv  striking  ont  all  after  the  word  Treas- 
017,  and  Inserting  the  following : 

Be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  dl- 
rected  to  eiamine  and  adjust  all  Che  accounts  and 
claims  of  James  Uonroe,  Ute  President  of  the 
United  States,  upon  the  principles  of  justice  ami 
equity. 

"  And  U  it  further  enattid,  That  the  amount  of 
the  several  sccouots  and  claims,  when  eiamined 
and  adjusted,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  prmclple  on  which  each  item  Is  founded,  shaH 
be  reported  to  Congress  for  final  decision  and 
allowance.' 

Mr,  WiLUAKs  addieesed  the  House  in  rapport 

'  bis  amendment. 

Mr.  8i>i»0BB,  of  New  York,  preferred  the 
amendment,  submitted  by  Mr.  Iubokb,  to  that 
then  under  oonsideration. 

Mr.  CniLTOK  addressed  the  House  at  soma 
length  ag^nst  the  olum,  and  replied  to  the  re- 
marks of  Messrs.  Sfbnoeb,  Evkbrtt,  and  Ukb- 
osB.  Of  the  two,  he  had  a  preference  for  that 
of  Mr.  Williams,  but  thouKht  Oongreae,  instead 
of  Hr.  Haigner,  shonld  setue  the  claim. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  thought  It  would 
be  perfectly  safe  to  refer  the  accounts  of  Air, 
Monroe  to  the  accounting  officers.  Be  hoped 
the;  would  be  settled  by  them,  and  never  come 
before  Congress  again. 

Mr,  HnNTmaTON  would  vote  for  the  unend- 
ment  of  Ur.  Williams,  and  trusted  that,  if  that 
should  not  prevail,  the  House  would  act  upon 
the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  Maixabt  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
cWn,  and  would  have  been  willing  U>  relieve 
the  disiingnished  individual  referred  to  from 
all  his  embarrassments.  He  should  support  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Bbatton  thought  enough  had  already 
been  allowed  to  Mr.  Monroe.  He  referred  to 
former  legislation  of  the  House,  and  spoke,  not 
hearing  the  arguments  of  others,  but  from  his 
own  experience. 

Mr.  Anobl  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 

Sir,  if  it  be  now  in  order  to  advert  to  the 
merits  of  this  claim,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
express  my  opinion  upon  them.  I  am  aware 
of  the  ungracious  office  I  have  to  perform  in 
opposing  this  claim.  A  claim  identified  with 
the  name^  and  services,  and  snfferiugs  of  Jamee 
Monroe,  is  oalcnlated  to  draw  to  it  a  generous 
feeling,  and  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  its  merit. 

In  1826,  a  portion  of  this  claim,  together 
with  other  items,  was  pending  befbre  Congress. 
The  subject  elicited  great  Interest,  and  nDder- 
went  a  uorough  investi^tion  by  the  members 
of  this  Honse  at  that  time,  I  then  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here ;  it  became  my  duty  to  act 
upon  it,  and  I  bestowed  great  attention  upon 
ltd  merits,  I  sat  down  to  an  examination  with 
feelings  of  strong  predilection  in  its  favor.     I 


felt  an  earnest  desire  to  find  proofs  which 
would  anthorize  me  to  give  it  my  support    I 
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will  not  any  ttftt  I  eiamined  it  impartially ;  for 
my  flaeliags  strongly  preponderated  in  favor  of 
the  clEumant.  I  was  reconciled,  then,  to  an  al- 
lowance of  a  portion  of  the  thirty  thonsand  dol' 
tars  then  allowed  him ;  bnt  soch  waa  the  result 
of  my  examination,  that  I  wasoompelledtoTote 
against  the  allowance  of  the  whole  amount. 

Previons  to  presentingthe  clwm  to  Congress, 
Hi.  Monroe  had  ^plied  Co  the  proper  depart- 
ment for  its  allowance.  It  had  onaergone  the 
exammation  and  decision  of  gentlemen  who 
were  thea  ia  the  Administration.  The  ezami- 
natioD  by  tbe  department  took  place  at  a  period 
when  the  facts  and  the  oircumstAnces  connected 
with  the  claim  were  itesh  in.  the  recollection 
and  clearly  within  the  knowledge  of  those 
whoseduty  itthenwastopassuponit.  The^n- 
Uemen  of  the  department  who  then  andtted 
and  liquidated  Mr.  Monroe's  claims,  were  his 
contemporaries  in  service,  and  were  his  per- 
sonal and  political  friends.  Not  satisfied  with 
their  r^ection  of  certain  items  for  extra  ex- 
pensea,  and  for  interest,  he  presented  the  qaestion 
to  CJongress,  and  asked  that  those  items  might 
be  aetUed  hy  that  body,  apon  principles  of  Jns- 
tioe  and  equity.  After  a  lapse  of  more  than 
fifteen  years  from  the  time  the  subject  was 
passed  upon  by  the  department.  Congress  was 
induced  to  pass  a  hill  fulowing,  in  addition  to 
the  allowances  by  the  department,  the  sum  of 
twenty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
which  was  then  deemed  and  considered  by  the 
m^oriCy  of  Congress  who  voted  the  allowance, 
to  be  on  ample  and  liberal  liquidation  and  pay- 
ment of  all  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  npon 
principles  of  law.  Justice  and  equity ;  and  in- 
serted a  clause  ia  the  ttill,  dedaratory  of  its 
being  in  foil  of  all  his  claims  upon  the  Ooveni- 
ineat.  It  seems  that  further  I  aatioe  and  equity 
■re  now  called  for.  If  the  bill  of  1S20  was  a 
satislaotion  in  foil  of  all  his  oluma,  the  appro- 
priation to  be  made  by  the  present  bill,  if  It 
Became  a  law,  most  be  a  donation,  and  not  a 
payment.  The  Congress  of  1828  became  the 
arbiters  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  Treasury 
Department  Their  award  was  obligalory  npon 
the  Treasury  to  pay ;  and,  under  the  terms  of 
the  act,  the  acceptance  of  the  money  hy  Mr. 
Monroe  cannot  but  be  considered  as  obligatory 
upon  him.  Reciprocity  of  obligation  npon  the 
parties  roust  be  irresistibly  implied. 

In  looking  into  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  last  session,  who  reported  the  bill  under  con- 
rideration,  it  will  be  seen  that  upwards  of 
twenty-four  thousand  doUara  now  reported  as 
being  due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  incorporated  in 
the  bill,  consists  of  items  r^ected  hy  the  Con- 
gress of  18S6.  Three  thousand  dollars  and  up- 
wards, of  this  latter  amn,  is  for  contingent  ex- 
pensea,  alleged  to  have  accrued  in  England 
and  France  during  hia  mission  to  those  coun- 
tries. In  1829,  when  his  claim  for  contingent 
expenses  was  liefore  the  committee,  they  allow- 
ed him  for  those  expenses  a .  sum  equal  to  the 
average  allowed  to  other  Ministers  in  like  cases, 
'Bm  charge  for  those  expenses  was  not  backed 


br  vouchers,  but  exhibited  in  gross.  The 
cnarge  was  found  to  exceed  the  average  allowed 
t^  other  Ministers  hy  apwards  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  the  excess  was  therefore  rqected  by 
that  committee.  The  balance  of  this  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  is  made  np  of  intor^ 
alleged  to  have  accrued  upon  his  claims  against 
the  Government  previous  to  Beoember,  1810, 
at  which  time  he  exhibited  his  accounts,  and 
settled  with  the  department.  The  committee 
of  1326  r^ected  this  interest,  on  the  ground  that 
its  allowance  would  be  contrary  to  uie  usage  of 
the  Government  in  all  other  cases.  It  was  upon 
the  principle  that  no  ladta  were  imputable  to  the 
Government;  that  it  was  always  ready  to  pay 
its  creditors  when  the^  should  exhibit  their  ao- 
oounta,  and  demand  payment.  This  principle 
is  in  consonance  with  the  principles  of  the 
common  law,  which  declares  that  an  unliqui- 
dated demand  shall  not  draw  interest,  though 
the  creditor  may  omit  to  make  his  demand  for 
years.  This  rule  prevails  both  in  law  and 
equity,  and  the  allowance  of  this  interest  would 
be  a  perveruon  of  the  established  rule  of  each. 
Sir,  I  object  to  its  allowance  In  this  case,  for 
the  reason  that  it  would  be  a  manifestation  of 
fioklenesa  on  the  part  of  the  Government  It 
would  be  an  innovation  upon  its  fixed  and 
established  rules ;  those  rules  to  which  the 
claims  of  all  its  creditors  are  sul^ect  Adopt 
this  principle  in  your  settlements,  and  there  are 
dtums  enoDgh  of  this  description,  to  draw  from 
your  Treasury  many  millions  of  dollars.  Give 
notice,  by  the  establishment  of  this  precedent, 
that  such  claims  are  allowable,  and  you  wiU  be 
overwhelmed  with  them.  Suppose  you  relax  Ihs 
rule  in  this  particnlar  case  only,  what  will  the 
next  claimant  say  to  you  when  you  reject  his 
cimm,  predicated  upon  the  identical  prindple 
with  tbis!  Will  he  not  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand of  you  even-handed  justice  I  and  will 
he  Qot  have  just  gronuds  for  munnur  and  com- 

Slaint,  if  you  try  his  claim  by  one  rule,  and  Mr. 
[onroe's  by  another? 

Sir,  it  ia  our  pride,  and  our  every  day's  boast^ 
that  our  citizens  all  eqjoy  equal  nghte  and  are 
all  entitled  to  equal  privileges.  Wnatroomfor 
comment  upon  yonr  boasted  equality  wonld  not 
the  allowanoe  of  this  claim  afford  I 

In  12Sfl,  the  item  exhibited  for  services  and 
disbursements  amounted  to  about  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  excess  then  claimed 
over  that  sum  was  exclusively  for  interest  ac- 
crued upon  it  The  principal  was  reduced  by 
deducting  from  it  the  three  thonsaud  dollars 
before  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Monroe  was  allowed, 
by  the  bill  paased  at  that  session,  above  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  of  the  principal  of  his  alleged 
demand,  with  the  interest  on  the  same  from 
December,  1610,  up  to  the  passage  of  that  act; 
which  interest  amounted  to  more  than  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Shoold  we  now  allow  tiie  twen^-four  thou- 
sand dollars  then  rejected,  i^e  should  p^  to  Mr. 
Monroe  the  eighteui  thousand  dollars  of  prin- 
cipal he  then  ditoed,  with  upwards  of  thir^- 
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&va  thonsuid  dollars  inUreet  upon  the  same. 
No  Buob  clum  ever  was,  or  ever  should  tie, 
allowed  by  this  Government.  Since  18S6,  wt- 
eral  additional  items  have  been  annexed  to 
those  then  claimed.  The  merits  of  these  items 
have  been  canvassed,  and  clearly  explained  npon 
this  floor,  bj  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  opposition  to  this  bilL  I  will  not  saj  that 
these  additional  items  have  since  been  hnnted 
np,  as  an  apology  for  allowing  to  Mr.  Monroe 
a  gam  of  monej ;  bnt  T  will  say,  that  it  appears 
to  me  extraordinarj  that  they  should  have  been 
omitted  vrhen  the  claim  was  before  presented. 
I  have  examined  them,  and  I  eoncnr  with  the 
geutlemen  who  have  represented  their  utter 
gronndlessnesB.  It  ia  onnecessarj  to  repeat 
Uieir  argnments,  and  I  will  not  detun  the  Honse 
by  doing  so. 

We  have  heard  it  alleged  in  this  debate  that 
the  people  of  this  oonatry  desire  the  allowance 
of  tnis  claim,  and  that,  shonid  its  decision  be 
sabmitted  to  them,  they  would  be  nearly  -nnan- 
imons  in  its  favor.  Sir,  it  is  possible  that,  if 
it  shoald  go  to  them  nnder  the  partial  represen- 
tations of  its  friends  in  this  Honse,  they  wonld 
declare  in  favor  of  its  Jnstice ;  bnt  shoald  the 
other  dde  of  the  story  be  told  them — shonid 
they  be  told,  as  is  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Monroe 
ha^  within  the  last  thirty-fonr  years,  received 
the  snm  of  abont  foor  hondred  thousand  dollars 
fbr  his  servioee  and  expenses,  which  amonnta 
to  an  allowance  of  over  thirty  dollars  a  day  for 
all  that  time;  that,  in  addition  to  this  allow- 
ance, we  voted  him  money  enonffh  in  1S26  to 
load  a  wagon  with  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and 
that  we  were  now  called  npon  to  give  him 
anfficient  to  load  two  other  wagons,  it  ia  not  ao 
clear  to  me  that  thsy  wonld  call  ns  illiberal  or 
nnffratefhl  Ibrwithholdingit. 

Sir,  a  peenniary  debt  to  an  individnal  for  ser- 
vicea  rendered,  and  moneys  dbbnrsed,  is  one 
thing ;  a  debt  of  gratitnde  for  his  patriotic  de- 
votion and  nnyiddiog  fidelity  to  the  cause  of 
onr  ooontry,  is  another.  Coold  I  find,  amongst 
the  proofs  exhibited,  the  evidence  of  a  peen- 
niary indebtedness  to  Hr.  Monroe,  I  wonld  be 
amongst  the  first  to  vote  its  payment.  That 
we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitnde,  I  most  oheer- 
foUv  aoknowledge ;  and  when  a  proposition 
shaU  be  made  to  grant  him  a  sum  of  money  as 
a  donation,  or  pension,  I  eljall  be  prepared  to 
act  npon  it.  How  I  shoald  act,  is  now  nn- 
necessary  to  say.  "  Sufficient  ft>r  the  day  is 
the  evil  thereof."  I  cannot  reconcile  my  Judg- 
ment to  voting  a  donation,  onder  color  of  pay- 
ing off  a  peenniary  demand. 

Mr,  GeooKKiT  remarked,  that  the  talking  of 

Citlemui  would  not  change  a  single  vote,  and 
therefore  demanded  the  previous  question ; 
bnt  withdrew  the  demand  on  being  mformed 
of  its  efiieot 
Mr,  Hahkoks  renewed  the  demand. 
The  demand  was  notsnatained  by  the  House. 
Mr.  WiLUAHS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nitrB  on  bis  amendment. 
Mr.  MtBOSB  replied  to  those  gentlemen  who 
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had  spoken  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the 
member  from  Korth  Carolina,  and  referred  to 
the  statute  book  to  show  that  seventy-seTen 
cases  had  been  settled  on  the  principles  of  jna- 
tice  and  equity,  since  the  establishment  of  tlie 
present  Government. 

by  him  to  Mr.  Mkbcbb'b  amendment,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  109,  nays  Bl. 

The  question  then  occnrrins  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Mebosb,  as  amended  by  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  WiLUAua,  ' 

Mr.  Hemphill  inqnired  if  it  wonld  be  in 
order  for  him  to  offer  an  amendment,  to  super- 
sede that  now  before  Ihe  Bonae. 

The  Spbakks  said  it  wonld  not  be  in  order; 
but  if  the  House  reflued  to  agree  to  the  eoneiid- 
ment  now  under  consideration,  the  gentleman 
wonld  then  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  his  prop- 
Mr.  HKHFinLi.  desired  that  the  amendment 
he  held  shonid  be  road,  and  it  waa  read  by  the 
Clerk,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas  James  Uonroe  hu  rspeatedly  memo- 
lialiied  Coagnm,  concerning  certain  claima :  and 
whereu  several  comtaiiteeB  of  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  have  reported  (kvonbly  thereon:  uid 
•rhereoa,  from  the  Upse  of  time,  sdiI  other  cmses, 
an  accurate  opinion  cannot  be  formed  as  to  the 
amount,  leaviug  a  comproause  as  the  only  alterna- 
tive :  therefore, 

"£(  U  enacUd,  it..  That,  for  pnbHo  serrioM, 
losses,  and  sacriflcea,  the  sum  of  thirty-six  thoasand 
dollan  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  Jamea 
Uonroe,  immediately  after  tho  piaai&g  or  this  act, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treuurj  not  olhentisa 
appropriated;  irhich  shall  be  in  fiill  of  aU  demaada 
of  the  said  Jamei  Uonroe  for  his  cl^ma  as  afore> 

Id." 

The  yeaa  and  naya  were  then  ordered  on 
agreMDg  to  Mr.  Mkboxb'b  amendment  aa 
ameud^;  and. 

The  question  being  fiuallypnt  thereon,  it  waa 
decided  in  the  negative,— yeas  88,  nays  92. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recorred  on  orderiog  the 

■iginal  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  roading. 

On  this  qneation  Mr.  Hatkis  demanded  tha 

evions  queatic  "         '''  '  ' 

Mr.  MoCoT  n 
prev^ed. 

WBi>KBeDi.T,  Febmary  3. 
SaU  apring*  in  JBittou. 

Mr.  Ibtdi,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  sale  ot 
lauds  in  die  State  of  Illinois,  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  salt  springe  on  Vermillion  River,  in 
that  State ;  which  waa  twice  read. 

Mr.  I.  moved  that  it  be  made  the  q»eoial 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next;  bat  the 
motion  did  not  prevwL 

Mr.  I.  then  moved  the  third  reading  of  Hia 
bill 
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Mr.  MoCoT  Mid  thnt  tba  preotioe  of  the 
Hoaw  wBs  not  wbftt  it  ongbt  to  be.  He  iru 
tired  of  hearing  the  manj  motions  Babmitt«d  to 
make  biUa  tlie  special  order  of  the  day — thoe 

S'ving  one  subjeot  a  preference  over  others. 
e  moTed  the  oommitmeDt  of  the  bill. 


lands  in  lilinois,  reserved  for  the  use  of  salt 
springs.  The  sales  of  Bimilar  lands  had  taken 
place  in  Ohio  and  other  States,  for  the  use  of 
those  Btates;  and  he  coold  see  no  good  reason 
why  the  same  coarse  sbonld  not  be  porsued  to- 
wards niinoie. 

Ur.  Ddhoah  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  MoCot)  wonld  not  nrge  his  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  hill  to  a  committee,  as  snch  a 
disposition  of  it  wonld  be  eqaivalent  to  its  re- 
jection. The  hill  had  been  reported  in  con- 
fbrmitj  with  a  memorial  from  the  Legislstnre 
oif  the  State,  and  he  understood  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  were  to  be  applied  to  objects  of 
internal  improvement  in  the  Btate,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash 
lUver.  This  subject  hod  been  several  times  be- 
(bro  the  Committeo  on  the  Pnblio  Lands,  where 
it  had  met  with  some  opposition;  bat  that 
oommittee  was  now  nnanimonsly  in  favor  of 
the  bill  jnst  reported,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
wonld  now  pass  it  without  farther  delay. 

Mr.  MoCoz  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
the  bill  was  <«dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Janit*  Monroe. 

The  Honse  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Monroe — the  qaesdon  being  on  ordering 
it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Hr.  H^TXEs,  at  the  time  of  ai^onmmeut, 
yesterday,  had  demanded  the  previous  qnestion ; 
but  the  Honse  thii  day  refused  to  sustun  the 


Mr.  Ekkfbill  moved  the  amendment  wMob 
was  ywt«rday  read  at  his  request,  vIk  : 

"  Btrike.  ont  of  the  bill  all  after  the  word  '  That,' 

"  IN»  pablio  aerricei,  losMO,  and  Baoriflcaa,  the 
■ttm  of  thirty.«ii  thoosand  dollars  is  hereby  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  to  James  Uonroe,  immedutclj 
after  the  paasiag  of  this  act,  out  of  any  inane;  in 


Monroe  for  his  ckima  aTocesald." 

Mr.  Hbhfhiu.  declined  entering  Into  any  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  hia  amendment  Vuioua 
■nms  had  tteen  suj^eeted  as  proper  to  be  appro- 
priated ;  he  bad  fixed,  after  some  attention  to 
the  matter,  on  that  proposed  in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Hainks  said  that,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
be  shoold  oppose  the  amendment,  becaate  the 
«Wn  aeeraM  to  i>e  put  up  to  the  highest  bidder. 
Ho  iwd  given  the  subject  some  attention,  and 
wat  convinced  there  was  not  a  dollar  dne  Hr. 
Monroe. 

Mr.  Omi>Mnt  said  he  would  make  one  more 
attempt  to  get  rid  of  tlie  subject,  and  with  that 


view  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendment 
on  the  table.    Negatived — yeaa  84,  naya  111. 

The  qnestioQ  reoorring  on  the  amendment  ot 
Mr.  Hbupsill, 

Mr.  TcocsR  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
had  examined  the  matter  with  considerable  at- 
tention, and  oonld  not  discover  that  Mr.  Monroe 
had  any  claim  upon  the  Govemmeot.  He 
viewed  the  whole  concern  in  the  light  of  a 
donation. 

Mr.  Olaibobhb  c^ed  for  the  yeae  and  nays 
on  the  amendment,  and  the;  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WiLLiutB  referred  to  the  conoludins 
olanse  of  the  amendment,  and  asked  if  It  would 
be  of  any  avail.  The  act  formerly  passed  for 
the  relief  of  James  Monroe  contained  a  similar 

Srovision,  bnt  it  had  not  prevented  the  intro- 
uction  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  did  not  like  the  form  (^ 
the  amendment,  yet,  as  he  was  disposed  to  go 
for  the  substance  be  sboold  not  take  exception 
to  forms.  He  wonld  move,  however,  to  strike 
oat  $36,000,  and  insert  $G2,000,  as  the  proper 
sum  to  be  fdlowed  to  quiet  Mr.  Monroe's  cMm. 

This  motion  was  promptly  negatived. 

The  qneiition  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr,  Ukhphuj.,  and  determined  in  the  negar 
tive— yeas  B3,  nays  09. 

Mr.  Heufhill  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
reducing  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  $30,000. 

Mr.  Hanraa  demanded  the  previoas  i^aeB- 
tion :  but  the  House  refused  to  sust^n  the  do- 
maaa. 

Mr.  Ellswobtr  enbmitted  an  amendment; 
bnt  the  Speaker  declared  it  to  be  out  of  order, 
the  House  having  yesterday  rejected  a  similar 
amendment 

Mr.  FoTTBB  snbmitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  word  "  aacriflces : " 

"In  addition  t«  the  sum  of  four  hundred  tfaoo- 
wnd  dollan,  heretofore  paid  to  said  James  Monroe, 
for  the  same  eoomderation." 

Mr.  Oabsoit  waa  very  sorry  to  differ  ttom 
bis  colleagne ;  he  oonld  have  wished  the  amend- 
ment had  not  been  offered;  bnt,  if  it  pro- 
vailed,  it  coatd  do  no  harm  to  Mr.  Monroe.  He 
then  commented  upon  what  fell  fh)m  the  gen- 
tleman ihim  New  York,  (Mr,  Akobl,)  jester- 

Mr.  AnoiL  explained,  and  vindicated  himseUL 
Mr.  BncRAKAN  remarked  upon  the  short  time 
that  was  lett,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to 
attend  to  the  public  bufflneas.  He  hoped  the 
claim  wonld  be  decided  on  to-day.  Mr.  B.  s^d 
that^  before  he  resumed  his  seat  he  wonld  take 
this  occasion  to  remark,  that,  aner  the  present 
generation  had  been  gathered  to  their  fathers, 
and  when  tjie-men  of  other  times  came  to  re- 
view  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  it  would  be  a 
stain  upon  the  character  of  the  nation,  if  we 
should  suffer  the  illastrions  individual  who  pre- 
ferred this  claim  to  go  to  his  grave  without  its 
adiastment.    Snch  condaot  towards  an  Individ- 


rendered  m 


■  In    1 


.Google 


ABKIDQHENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  &]  Dti^  I 

And  in  war,  to  bte  coantr?,  vonld  be  blaxooed 
to  the  worm  bj  tha  eaemieB  of  oar  tree  institu- 
tions, as  another  proof  of  the  ingratitude  of  i«- 
pablica. 

Ur.  PoLz  add  he  would  be  the  last  man  to 
inflict  a  stain  on  the  coontr;.  He  entered  into 
an  argument  to  show  that  the  individual  re- 
fernd  to  had  no  claim  on  the  nation.  He  re- 
marked npon  the  character  of  the  debate — some- 
times gentlemen  in  favor  of  tJie  bill  argaed  as 
if  there  was  a  claim,  at  other  times  thej  ap- 
pealed to  the  feelings  of  members.  Borne  gen- 
tlemen thoQgbt  there  was  a  claim  upon  Oon- 
gresa — others  viewed  the  matter  in  the  light  of 
a  gr&tuitv.  If  he  believed  there  was  anj  thing 
due  Hr.  Monroe,  he  woold  provide  for  his  pajr- 
meot;  bnt  he  did  not  believe  there  wu  one 
dollar  dne  bim. 

Hr.  UxBOKt  stated.  In  reference  to  the 
amendment  proposed  07  the  gentleman  ih>m 
North  Carolina,  on  hia  own  aathoritT,  and  aa  a 
member  of  the  Eonse,  that  Hr.  Monroe  bad 
not  received  400,000  doUara  flrom  the  povem- 
ment  for  his  servioea. 

Mr.  TiioHPeoif,  of  Gieorgia,  oonadered  it  a 
solemn  datj  on  hia  port  to  impose  tbe  claim, 
and  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

l£r.  FoTTEB  hoped  the  gentleman  &om  Vir- 
(pnia  would  excuse  him  if  he  tbon^t  that  gen- 
Qenuui  was  not  altogether  accurate  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  (Mr,  P.)  had  taken  some  pains  to 
examine  Into  it,  and  was  satisfled  that  the  sum 
named  in  his  amendment  was  not  iar  from  the 
truth.  He  remarked  upon  what  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  on  the 
score  of  ingratitude,  and  expreeaed  bis  opinion 
that  any  man  who  had  filled  the  Preeiaential 
chair,  and  had  been  oommander-in-ohief  of  the 
arm;  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  Lad  been 
folly  compensated  for  all  liis  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  his  country. 

Mr.  Wathb  woe  of  opinion  that  tb.ere  was  a 
large  sum  due  to  Ur.  Monroe,  and  that  it  should 
be  pud. 

Mr.  D0B8BT  opposed  thecMm,  in  a  speech  of 
some  length ;  in  the  coarse  of  which  he  exam- 
ined the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  was 
founded,  and  replied  to  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Ukbcbb  made  an  energetio  reply,  and 
repelled  some  of  the  assertions  made  by  Mr.  D. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  r^oined  with  equal  warmtli. 

Mr.  Polk  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 

Ur.  Vg»fni», 

Ur.  Mbbocb  animadverted  warmly  on  wbat 
had  follcn  from  the  gentieman  from  Uorjland, 
(Mr.  D.)    He  also  relied  to  the  remarks  of  Ur. 

Ur.  PoTTBB*  modified  his  amendment  by  in- 
serting S04.000  dollars,  instead  of  400,000. 

The  question  b^g  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Ur.  PoTTBB,  it  was  negatived,  by  a 
large  minority. 

Ur.  Rbnobkr  then  submitted  the  following 
proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  amenf 
ment  oSbred  by  Ur.  Hbmphill;  and  stated 


'^Prtnidtd,  Tbe  ■ocounliiig  officer  of  the  Treas- 
nry  Department  shall,  upon  an  eiamination  of  his 
accounts,  believe  so  much  is  due  him  apon  priwd- 
plei  of  eijuity  aodjusaoe." 

Oo  motion  of  Ur.  Ellswobth,  the  yeaa  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  amendment  prmoaed. 

Mr.  HxMPBnx,  to  save  the  time  of  the  Houae, 
would  accept  of  the  ameodmaat  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  own  motion. 

Mr.  TBOMPeoN,  of  Qeorg^a,  moved  an  a^joiini- 
ment;  the  motion  was  negatived — 87  to  SS. 

The  question  recnrring  on  the  amendment  of 
Ur.  HzMP&iLL,  as  modified, 

Ur.  HoFnuij  moved  the  previous  queetiwt ; 
the  effect  of  which  would  have  been  to  take 


Ur.  WiLLiutS  then  demanded  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HiYtraa  moved  that  the  House  do  avw 
adjourn ;  which  motion  was  negatived — jeaa 
81,  nays  102. 

The  qDestion  was  then  put  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hemphill,  aa  modified,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  106,  nays  88. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  engrosa- 
ment  of  the  bill,  aa  amended,  for  a  third  read- 
ing, and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the 
question. 

Thubbdat,  Febmary  8. 
DtityonSaU. 
Ur.  MtiTiBTj  from  the  G(»nmittee  aa  Uanti- 
faoturee,  reported  the  following  bill : 

"Ba  it  tnatttd,  it..  That  so  vnch  of  an  >ct 
entitled  '  An  act  to  reduce  the  duly  on  adt,'  ap- 
proved May  le,  18S0,  u  will  take  cSect  on  sod 
after  the  Slst  of  December  next,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed ;  and  that  the  duty  on  salt  im- 
ported into  the  United  Btates  be  and  remun  *t 
nfleen  caats  per  bushcL" 

A  very  long  report  acoompanied  the  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read  tlie  fiiat  tiroe,  Ur. 
JjkHAs  moved  its  rejection. 

Ur.  TuoKXB  oltjected  to  the  seoraid  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  hoped  it  wonld  be  rme^ad.  He 
regretted  that  it  had  been  introdnoed.  The 
tax  on  salt  was  complained  o^  and  jostly  com- 
plained o^  by  the  greater  part  of  the  American 
people ;  it  was  a  tax  that  operated  with  great 
eeverity  on  the  poor.  The  tax  was  laid  for 
war  porposes,  and  should  not  be  conttnaed  ia 
a  state  of  peace.  An  act  to  repeal  the  tax 
passed  at  tbe  last  session,  after  flill  disouseion, 
and  it  was  but  jost  that  tbe  repeal  shoold  tt^e 

{lace.  We  have  a  bill  on  the  tables  of  the 
[ouse,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on 
sugar ;  was  this  bill  intended  to  have  any  effect 
npon  that  measure!  Ur.  T.  hoped  that  every 
genUeman  on  the  f  oor,  who  desired  the  pros- 
perity of  his  country,  would  promptly  vote  for 
tbe  flection  of  the  bill  reported  from  the  OoOf 
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tnittea  on  HannfBotarea.  Hi.  T.  defended  the 
Tote  be  g>ve  the  other  da,j  against  the  rejeo- 
tioa  of  &  bill;  he  did  it  with  a  view  to  aUow 
an  <^portiuiitj  for  discoaBion. 

Mr.  Vn.i.jiTiy  said,  there  was  nothing  nangnal 
in  reporting  tlie  bill  now  before  the  Uooae. 
The  Committee  on  HannfactQrea  had  considered 
tfaeanbjeot;  it  vas  acintorestingone;  and  tliej 
had  very  fully  given  their  views  npon  it  in  the 
report  vhich  accompanied  the  bill.  If  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  JDst  taken  his  seat,  felt  irrito- 
tad  at  the  conrae  pursued  by  the  committee,  he 
could  not  help  it ;  he  claimed  the  right  to  pre- 
sent hie  views  to  the  Honse,  and  so  did  the  com- 
mittee. He  was  not  disposed  to  go  into  an  ar- 
gament  npon  the  subject  at  this  time  j  hesbonld 
prefer  that  the  bill  aaonld  lie  on  the  table,  and 
the  report  be  printed,  so  that  gedUemen  might 
have  time  to  reflect  upon  and  understand  the 
question  for  tbemselves.  He  was  desirous  that 
tite  bill  ehoold  take  the  usual  course — be  read 
a  second  time  and  committed.  He  assnred  the 
EODtleman  fVom  Bonth  Oarolina  that  be  had  no 
idea  that  tbia  measure  should  have  any  effect 
on  the  sugar  bill ;  nor  would  tiie  effect  of  its 
passage  be  to  operate  npon  the  poor—it  was 
raljier  intended  to  relieve  the  poor.  The  gen- 
tleman had  aud  that  the  oliijeot  of  his  vote  the 
other  day  wastoadmitof  disonssion — his  object 
now  was  to  prevent  it,  by  strangling  the  bill. 
If  the  House  chose  to  r^ect  the  bill,  he  had 
nothing  to  say  against  it,  but,  before  doing  so, 
he  should  be  pleased  to  have  the  views  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Mannfaoturea  read. 

Hr.  BrnaBT  said  he  had  been  unprepared  for 
the  introduction  of  a  measure  of  the  nature  of 
that  now  before  the  House.  There  had  been  a 
fiill  discussion  on  the  subject  at  the  lost  Besaion, 
and  the  House,  by  a  considerable  majority,  bad 
passed  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  on  salt,  now  pro- 
posed to  be  oontinued.  In  the  deb^  on  that 
occarion,  it  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  most 
grievous  and  oppressive  taxes  to  which  any 
people  were  subjected.  Neither  tlie  poor  nor 
the  rich,  Bud  Mr.  P.,  should  be  bnrthened  with 
a  tax  on  an  artdele  tiiat  entered  into  the  necee- 
aary  ooniainption  of  every  Aunily.  Pass  this 
bilC  and  what  wonld  gentlemen  have  to  t«[t 
their  constituents  when  they  went  home,  this 
mesiore  following  directly  upon  the  act  of  the 
laat  session  t 

Ur.  8.  then  spoke  of  the  effects  which  the 
measnre  would  have  npon  the  people  of  the 
Sooth,  and  said  he  warned  gentlemen  to  be 
cantiouain  their  repeated  attempts  to  keep  them 
down.  He  denounced  the  vengeanoe  of  the 
SoDth  on  tlie  m^ority  of  this  House,  if  they 
persisted  in  a  course  of  measorea  like  those 
pnrsaed  for  some  years  past.  Last  year,  he 
aud,  the  lords  proprietaries  of  the  United  States 
had  been  petitioned  to  reduce  the  daties  on  salt, 
and  their  prayer  was  srwited.  Now  it  was 
proposed  to  restore  the  duties.  Would  not  such 
legulatiun  create  excitement!  Tea,  said  Mr. 
S.,  BQch  a  system  of  robbery  and  plunder  will 
create  sxdtement.    Was  the  South  to  have  no 


redress  of  grievances!  And  when  she  had 
thrown  herself  on  the  liberality  of  her  sover- 
eigns, and  obtained  some  partiu  relief,  was  she 
to  be  again  subjected  to  the  same  bnrthenst 
The  day  was  coming  when  the  South  would  be 
heard.  The  oppressive  measares  under  wbich 
she  labored  must  be  repealed — it  will  bedone — 
and  shall  be  done.  The  South  was  on  the  eve 
of  a  rebellion.  Yes,  sir,  the  day  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  the  people  of  the  South  wtU 
rise  in  their  m^esty,  and  stalk  the  avenues  of  , 
this  House,  and  take  vengeance  on  their  op- 
pressors.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  fear  this  Qovemment, 
under  which  they  claim  the  right  to  tax  na, 
will  be  made  "  to  reel  to  and  fro  like  a  drunken 
man."    Sir,  I  am  done. 

Hr.  Thoupsoji,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  address 
the  Honse ;  bat  gave  way  to 

U.  TroKBB,  who  sud  that,  when  the  bill 
shoold  receive  its  second  reiiding,  he  should 
move  an  amendment  to  provide  for  the  repeal 
of  the  doties  on  salt  tn  Uito.  He  felt  sorry  thai 
the  gentieman  from  North  Carolina  bad  ex- 
pressed himself  as  he  had  done.  It  was  his 
(Mr,  T.'B)wiBhtopntdown  eidtoment.  Eveir 
section  of  this  conntry  was  oppreased  by  this 
odions  tax,  except  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  article.  There  was  an 
aristocracy  in  this  House — they  had  power,  and 
they  exercised  it  to  oppress.  They  were  led  intq 
error  themselves,  and  they  deluded  the  people. 
The  yeomanry  of  the  conntry  never  had  been 
represented  on  this  floor.  The  object  of  the  tax 
on  salt  was  to  take  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor, 
aud  give  to  the  rich;  tomakethe  poor  poorer, 
and  the  rich  richer.  He  implored  gentlemen,  for 
the  good  of  their  constituents,  for  tne  good  of  the 
country,  to  take  such  steps  aawonld  pat  an  end 
to  excitement,  by  endeavoring  to  do  justice  to 
alL  For  himself,  he  oared  no  more  for  one  sec- 
tion of  the  ooantry  than  for  another ;  bis  object 
was  to  do  justice  to  all.  The  people  were  op- 
pressed, and,  in  a  meaaure,  slaves ;  the  Union 
was  in  danger  of  being  rent  asunder,  and  he 
feared  the  day  was  not  for  distant.  Heaven 
avert  it!  Should  this  be  the  result,  however,  of 
the  meaau  rea  of  themajority,  they  wouldnot  only 
have  to  answer  before  the  people,  but  before 
their  God.  He  was  determined  that  no  act  of 
his  should  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things. 
Referring  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Malla^t,  he 
Bsid  it  WHS  to  him  matter  of  sstoniBbment,  now 
a  high  duty  on  any  article  could  make  the  ar- 
ticle cheaper ;  as  well  might  it  be  said  that  a 
coal  black  piece  of  paper  was  as  whito  as  snow. 
It  was  a  contradiction  in  terma,  &c. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Oeorgia,  next  roso,  not,  he 
add,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  proposition  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on 
Manufactures,  but  to  b^  of  gentlemen  who  are 
in  favor  of  what  is  called  a  protecting  tariff^ 
panse  before  they  proceed  too  far  with  it.  We 
of  the  South,  said  Mr.  T.,  have  been  somewhat 
amused  by  the  prospect  of  relief  from  the  bur- 
dens heaped  upon  us  by  the  majority  in  Gon- 
gresa  by  a  repeal  or  reduction  of  the  dutiea,  and 
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Mrt.  Ami  Dte^ar, 


the  excitement  on  that  twooimt  has  ftlwajs  been 
repreeaed  b;  the  hope  of  it.  Bnt  when  we  get 
up  uid  tell  the  BooBe  that  we  are  opproraed, 
and  that  we  mnst  hsTS  relief  itom  this  oppres- 
BioD,  and  see  how  our  remonstrances  are  loet 
by  those  who  are  trying  to  oppresa  a&  slill  far- 
ther, do  gentlomen  suppose  tnaC  we  can  submit 
to  this?  What  istheoWeot  of  genliemen?  Is 
it  their  intention  to  goad  us  on  to  extremities  ? 
Recurring  to  the  history  of  the  last  sesdon,  Ur. 
T.  said  that  it  was  then  solemnly  decided,  after 
debate,  that  the  duty  on  salt  was  oppressiTe  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  a  law  was 
tber^ore  passed  to  reduce  it.  And  what,  he 
asked,  was  now  proposed}  After  this  disous- 
non,  and  the  conclusive  eipreesion  of  the 
opinion  of  the  House  that  the  duty  was  too 
high,  and  ought  to  be  reduced,  for  what  pnr- 
poee  could  it  now  be  proposed  to  reinstate 
that  duty  ?  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Mauufactures  (for  whom  Ur.  T.  s^  he  felt 
great  respect)  had  aaid  that  he  bad  no  objection 
that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the  table,  that  mem- 
bers might  have  time  to  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Jn  the  best  feelings  of  hie  heart  towards 
the  House  and  towards  that  gentleman,  Ur.  T. 
begged  of  those  who  &vored  this  project  to 

Kuse.  For,  he  repeated — and  he  hopM  that 
^odM  not  be  considered  as  making  a  vain 
boast  or  threat  whenhesaidit — that  the  people 
ooold  not  snbmit  to  thia  manner  of  legislation. 
If  it  be  persisted  in,  said  he,  we  shall  be  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  rewstance.  In  disouasions 
on  this  aubjaot,  when  I  have  stated  the  effect  of 
the  existing  dntiee  upon  the  people  of  the  South, 
I  have  been  told  hy  the  Iriends  of  the  protec- 
tive system  that  I  did  not  understand  the 
Bubjeot;  that  the  experienee  of  five  or  rix 
years  would  convince  me  that  onr  Eaf* — 
brethren  were  oor  best  friends.  I  am  sure 
that  no  gentleman  in  this  House  has  ere 
sorted  to  this  argomeut  to  blind  me  whilst  be 
was  robbing  my  pockets ;  but,  sir,  I  do  feel  that 
I  am  insulted  when  an  effort  is  made  to  take 
irom  my  pocket  my  bard  earnings,  for  no  n< 
oewity  of  the  Quvemment,  and  for  no  publi 
benefit.  Agtdn  I  beg  gentlemen,  I  ap;)«al  to 
them  as  inaividuals  and  as  representatives  ' 
the  American  people,  to  pause  before  they  {^ 
flirther.  I  repeat,  that  in  the  South  we  have 
looked  to  a  deliverance  from  the  oppres«on 
under  which  we  labor,  and  we  have  oonsidored 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt  and  i 
other  articles  as  pledges  that  we  shall  not  be 
disappointed.  A  confident  belief  that  the  duties 
womd  be  repealed,  has  induced  the  people  of 
the  South,  a  lai^  m^ority  of  them,  so  far  to 
snbmit  to  their  oppressive  operation.  Pass 
this  bill,  and  I  apprehend  they  will  no  longei 
forbear  resisting.  Mr.  T.  concluded,  by  sayu^ 
that,  if  the  friends  of  this  bill  perusted  ii 
bringing  it  before  the  House,  he  should  movi 
to  amend  it  so  as  to  propose  a  total  repeal  of 
the  dnty  on  salt. 

Mr.  L4HAS  then  withdrew  his  motion  to 
i^eot  the  bilL 


Hr.  Ohiltoh  renewed  it  He  said  that,  b*- 
ieving,  with  great  deference  to  the  committee, 
that  this  bin,  if  passed,  wonld  farther  oppress 
the  people,  not  only  of  the  South,  hnt  of  eveir 
other  portion  of  the  country — and  apprehenave 
that  it  would  lead  to  an  unneoessary  and  irrita- 
ting deJMte,  and,  it  might  be,  to  a  de(^Mt  of 
the  question  by  wager  of  turtle,  (judging  by 
the  excitement  of  debate  yesterday,)  to  get 
rid  of  these  diacusnons,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  Autj 
to  move  the  previous  ijaeetjon. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  tiien  moved  hy  Ur. 
WiLDZ,  and  ordered.  One  hundred  and  nine^ 
thrve  members  answered  to  their  namce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vahcb,  fnrther  proceeding! 
in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Ur.  UoCrekbt  asked  if  a  motion  to  h?  the 
bill  on  the  t^e  would  now  be  in  order. 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  demand  Ct 
Ur.  Cbiltob  for  the  previous  question;  but 
the  House  refused  to  sustain  it. 

Ur.  UoCbuby  sUted  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  opposed  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  calt ;  bnt  he  saw  no  use  in  ■p'*»*^c 
the  queetiou  of  restoring  the  dnty  at  this  time. 
He  would,  therefore,  move  to  ky  the  bill  on 
the  table.  (The  moti<Hi,  however,  wasdeelared 
not  to  be  in  order  under  the  pending  question.) 

[Here  the  hour  allotted  for  morning  business 
expired,] 

Jamet  MoitrM. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Uonroa,  » 
yesterday  unended,  again  coming  up,  and  the 
question  being  on  oraering  the  Dill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  tbird  reading, 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative  as  follows — yeas  106,  nayaVS. 

The  hill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 

E^iDAT,  Fehmary  i. 
Jamt*  Mov/roe, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe  waa 
read  the  third  time;  and  the  question  b«ng, 
"Shall  it  pass  I," 

Ur.  Chilton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  and  tbey  were  ordered  by  the 
House.  Being  taken,  they  stood — yeas  104^ 
naysSS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UAann,  the  titie  of  the 
bill  was  amended  to  read  as  follows :  '.'A  bill 
to  provide  for  the  final  settlement  and  adjost- 
ment  of  the  rsrious  claims  preferred  by  Jamea 
Uonroe  agdnst  the  United  States." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  rdlef  of  Wil- 


Mn.  Sunn  Ikeatur. 

Ur.  MoBiiFm  submitted  a  motitm  that  the 

House  do  now  take  np  the  bill  to  oompeoaata 
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[H.  , 


Snsttn  Deoatar,  widow  and  legal  TepresentatiTe 
of  Oaptain  Stephen  Deoatnr,  dJeoesMd,  et  al. 

Mr.  WaxiAMB  eaUed  for  the  yeas  and  db^b 
on  the  question  of  consideration.  They  were 
ordered  b;  the  Honse,  and,  being  taken,  stood 
■ — yeaa  86,  nayi  100. 


Si.TDBDi.T,  Febmary  5. 
Jvdff*  Pteet  Trial. 

Ur.  MixwKii,  of  New  York,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Aocoanta,  made  a  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  tfae  witiie«sM  in  the  oaae  of  Judge 
Peck,  attending  here  during  the  last  session, 
aocompanied  \>j  the  following  renolntion  : 

"  BttUttd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be 
anUioiixed  to  paj  to  the  wltoessei  who  Ktteaded 
belbre  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judidarj  \a  the  case 
of  Jadge  Peck,  at  the  last  seuion,  the  BWne  oom- 
penattion  for  thrir  sltcadaace  and  mileage,  reapec- 
Urelj,  •>  has  been  alloired  to  tbe  witncaww  who 
bare  attended  the  trial  of  the  Impeachment  at  the 
preaeat  Beisioii,  dedeotlTig  thereA'mn  the  amoout 
•Bowed  to  them  at  the  last  ■eadoD." 

The  reaolation  was  agreed  to. 
Tha  Salt  Duty. 

The  HoQse  remmed  the  coasideratfon  of  the 
biU  to  restore  tbe  Aatj  on  imported  aalt — the 
qaestion  being  on  the  r^eotion  of  the  bill — 

Hr.  ScrBBBunt)  said  that  one  or  two  of  hia 
oolleagaea  had,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  npon 
this  bill,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the 
table ;  and  having  observed  that  the  Speaker 
refused  the  motion,  declaring  it  to  be  out  of 
order,  peadinx  an  objection  to  the  second  read- ' 
ing,  he  took  leave  to  say  that  he  respecthll/ 
apprehended  that,  from  the  recorded  decisions 
of  the  House,  the  motion  ought  to  be  enter- 
tained h;  the  OiBir.  He,  therefore,  with  a 
Tiew  of  meeting  this  question  of  order,  moved 
that  the  hill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ilie  &PKAEKB  prononncod  this  motion  not  to 
be  in  order ; 

Ur.  StiTHRKUHD  appealed  from  tiiis  decision, 
^  support  of  his  oonrse,  Ur.  S.  observed,  that 
he  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  Chair,  but  that 
he  was  desirous  of  knowing  whether  the  de- 
msions  made  upon  motions  last  year,  which 
were  parallel  with  the  present  motion,  were  to 
be  overruled  bj  the  Ohdr.  If  the;  were  to  be 
set  aside,  he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should 
have  notice  of  tbe  fhot,  and,  at  the  opening  of 
the  next  session  of  Oonsress,  we  might  have 
tbe  point  stated  at  the  oaik  of  the  jonmals, 
where  all  matters  of  order  are  recorded.  For 
if  the  Bul^ect  was  not  distarbed  in  the  wa;  he 
invested,  and  some  opinion  obtained  from  the 
'Chair,  the  practice  of  the  first  session  of  this 
OoDgress  would  ^pear  from  the  Journals  to 
contradict  that  of  the  second  session.  Mr.  S. 
then  proceeded  to  show  that  it  had  been  de- 
tided  ny  the  Speaker,  during  the  lost  year,  that 
the  motion  to  tie  on  the  table  took  precedence 
of  the  question  "  SbaB  the  bill  be  r^eoted  t " 


and  cited  two  or  three  parallel  casee  fh>m  the 
journals  of  the  last  session,  which  he  read  and 
commented  on  to  show  tbeir  similarity  to  the 
preaent  case.    Whan  Mr.  S.  had  oonclnded. 

The  Spbaebs,  aflxr  admitting  that  the  pres- 
ent deoislon  of  the  Chair  was  at  variance  with 
the  deoistoDB  of  the  last  session,  which  had 
been  cited,  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  House 
his  reasons  for  the  change.  It  was,  he  said, 
after  matnre  reflection  on  the  former  praotioe, 
and  after  maoh  consultation  with  those  better 
qnalifled  than  himself  to  form  a  oorreot  Jadg- 
meat  on  the  question,  that  he  had  come  to  the 
conclnsloD  that  the  former  decisions  were  er- 
roneous ;  and,  being  so  convinced,  his  duty  to 
the  high  and  responsible  trust  reposed  in  him 
by  the  House,  did  not  permit  any  fear  of  ^ 
parent  inconsistency  to  prevent  his  following 
the  dictates  of  his  better  Judgment.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  then  went  into  an  examination 
and  exposition  of  tbe  mlea  of  order  and  tiie 
nature  of  the  questions  before  the  House,  to 
show  why  the  former  practice  was  errooeouB^ 
and  the  present  deoiuon  compatible  with  the 
spirit  of  the  rules,  with  their  true  applioatioa 
to  the  question,  and  with  the  reason  of  the 

Mr.  SDTaiBi,iVD  observed,  a  greater  man 
than  either  of  us  on  parliamentary  praotice^ 
{meaning,  it  is  presumed,  Mr.  Hatsell,]  baa  said, 
"  it  is  much  more  material  that  there  should  be 
a  nile  to  go  by,  than  what  that  rule  Is ; "  and  I 
think  upon  that  gronnd  alone  the  old  praetioe 
miKht  well  be  sustained.  As  to  the  reasons 
addressed  to  the  House  by  the  Spcnker,  with 
A\  dne  deference  to  tbe  Obair,  Mr.  B.  thought 
he  cotdd  readily  answer  them ;  but  as  Mr. 
Speaker  bad  thought  proper  to  change  hia 
opinion  on  the  snljeot,  he  fblt  no  disposition  to 
urge  the  appeal  any  farther,  and  therefore 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Thoktsoit  a^d,  that,  In  aooordance  with 
tbe  wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  he  wunld 
withdraw  his  obJeotioD,  and  let  the  bill  proceed 
to  a  eoiMiid  reading. 

The  bill  was  aooordingly  read  the  second 

Mr.  WiLLUHB  then  moved  that  the  Mil  do  He 
on  the  table,  and  tiie  motion  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  14S,  nays  41. 

Bookt  for  the  VM  iff  MmAert. 

Mr.  JoHNSoit,  of  Kentnoky,  inlmiitted  the 
following  resolution : 

Bnoivtd,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rei^e- 
sentatiTei  be  directed  to  procure  two  hundred  and 
■titeen  copies  of  tbe  delwtes  of  the  Stale  courea- 
tions  oa  the  adoption  of  the  federal  eonslitatiou  in 
11B7,  one  copy  of  which  to  ba  delivered  to  each 
member;  and  that  the  Clerk  be  dlreoted,  also,  to 
have  preserved  for  eseh  member  an  extra  copy  of 
the  reports  of  Congress,  at  each  sesidon,  and  to 
have  the  same  bound  in  a  strong,  eheap,  ordinary 
biniUng,  to  embtaoe  tbe  preaent  ^ssviOD,  and  to 
eontinBe  in  future. 

In  support  of  the  reaoloUon,  Hx.  • 


i;,Coot;^lc 


ABBn>OMENT  01  THE 


irE.) 


said  that,  wb«D  he  had  th«  honor  of  a  eeat 
the  other  House,  he  had  been  provided  with 
the  reports  of  this  Hoose,  and  teat  the;  were 
of  valae  to  him.  He  liad  an  opportonit;  to 
read  them  in  the  recess,  and  the;  therefore  be- 
came of  eqnal  value  to  bis  constitaeDts.  Tbej 
would  be  fouod  of  vast  importauoe  to  membera 
generall)'. 

With  regard  to  the  other  portion  of  his  : 
lutioD,  it  provided  for  the  purchase  of  a  work 
of  great  importance  to  members,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  pnblio  duties.  The  other  House 
had  passed  a  resolution,  by  which  eaoh  mem- 
ber of  it  had  been  fnmished  with  a  copy  of  that 
valuable  work,  and  be  hoped  that  the  members 
of  this  HooM  woold  also  be  pnt  in  possei 
of  it 

Mr.  Chiltok  woold  not  consume  the  time  of 
the  Honse,  in  debating  the  resolution ;  bat 
would  content  himself  with  calling  for  the  jeaa 
and  najH  on  its  adoption. 

Hr.  Ihosssou.  asked  for  a  dividon  of  the 
qnestion. 

Mr.  OAHBKEUiNa  said  the  resolntdon  was  one 
of  an  obnoxioDs  character.  If  the  House  was 
disposed  to  sanction  tbe  measure  at  all,  it 
shonld  be  done  by  law.  Resolutions  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  bad,  at  the  present  ees^oo,  been 
referred  to  the  Oomnsittee  on  the  Library, 
and  he  hoped  this  wonld  take  the  same  direo- 

Mr.  JoBNsov  sfdd  a  law  was  not  necessary  in 
this  oase — it  had  not  been  the  oastom  or  prao- 
tice  heretofore,  and  he  saw  no  necessity  for  it 
now.  The  Senate  had  eqjoyed  tbe  benefit  of 
the  work,  and  it  was  procured  wiUioat  Uie  for- 
mality of  a  joint  resolution. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr,  Wioelitfk,  Id 
(niposition  to  the  resolutjOD,  it  was  referred  to 
tbe  Libraiy  Oommittee— yeas  7JS,  nays  42. 

Salt  Se»»nt»  m  lUmoit. 

The  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  Btate  of 

Illinois,  reserved  fbr  the  nse  of  salt  springs,  on 

tbe  Yenniltion  River,  in  that  State,  was  read 

the  third  time,  and  the  queelion  pnt  on  its  paa- 


Dbattoh  opposed  the  passage  of  t 


"ft. 

Mr.  Ibtih,  of  Ohio,  snpported  it. 

Mr.  DiTNOAS  replied  to  tbe  arsumente  urged 
by  Mr.  D&ayton  against  the  right  of  the  State 
to  these  lands ;  aod  advocated  tbe  passage  of 
the  bill,  as  a  measure  calculated  to  promote  the 
iQt«reiit  of  the  United  States,  as  roach  as  that 
of  the  State.  He  said  the  reservation  was  all 
timbered  land,  and  the  land  in  the  vicinity  was 
prairie ;  that  the  sale  of  the  timber  was  neces- 
sary for  the  improvement  of  the  conolry,  and 
would  caose  the  sale  of  a  much  larger  quantity 
of  prurie,  which  was  public  land.  He  believed 
the  land  was  not  necessary  to  support  the  salt 
works ;  tbe  sale  of  them  had  been  asked  for  by 
the  Legislature,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  measure 
greatly  demred  by  the  citizens  of  that  part  of 
the  State. 


ifakv.  [FBBacuT,  ISSL 

Mr.  WioKUFFR  said  tbe  bill  had  unde^ona 
a  thorongh  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  that  committee  was  nnan- 
imoDB  in  tbe  opinion  that  the  bill  should  paaa. 

Ait«r  some  further  conversation  between 
Messrs.  Dbayton,  Ibvui,  of  Ohio,  WicEurn, 
DcsDAM,  and  Pettis,  the  question  was  put  on 
the  paasage  of  tbe  bill,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Webb, 
coming  np  on  its  passage,  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Williams,  Bates,  Dbattok,  and  Craio, 
and  was  supported  by  Meisra.  Jokksos,  of  Ken- 
tuokv,  Wbittlesbt,  Ddhoak,  and  Cokkks. 

[llie  bill  provided  for  an  increase  of  tbe  pen- 
sion of  tbe  petitioner,  on  accoant  of  increasing 
disability  &om  a  wound  he  received  from  an 
Indian,  while  carrying  the  mail  through  the 
Icdian  country.  It  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  Congress  had  no  right  to  pension  other 
than  those  who  were  wonnded  in  the  military 
or  naval  service.  Mr.  Connkb,  to  show  that 
Congress  had  passed  a  bill  nllowing  a  pension 
smiila^  case,  read  the  law,  which  granted  a 
lion  to  the  widow  and  representatives  of 
John  Heap,  who  was  killed  1^  mail  robbers, 
while  in  the  act  of  carrying  the  mail.] 

The  question  beiog  pot  on  tbe  passage  of  lite 
bill,  it  was  r^ectad  by  a  vote  of  BO  to  m 


UoKDAT,  Febroary  1. 
Indian  Jffain. 
Mr.  EvBBsrr,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
memorial  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bonth- 
amDton,  in  the  connty  of  Hampshire,  and  Stata 
of  Massachusetts,  praying  that  tbe  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Coneress,  ])roviding  for  an  ex- 
change of  lands  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  ai^ 
for  tneir  removal  and  permanent  setjlemeut 
west  of  the  Missisdppi,  may  be  repealed ;  that 
treaties  made  with  tne  Indians,  beretoforCj  may 
be  inviolably  observed  ;  and  that  the  said  In- 
dians may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lacds,  and  in  all  the  rights  secured  to 
them  by  engagements  entered  into  between  the 
sdd  Indians  and  tbe  United  States.  Mr.  £. 
observed,  that  he  had  long  felt  it  lo  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  consider  tbe  all-importanl  snb- 
Ject  of  this  memoria].  He  should,  himself,  by 
way  of  resolntion,  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  Honse  to  the  sutyect,  had  no  other  member 
expressed  an  intention  of  doing  so,  if  it  had 
been  posuble,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
move  a  resolntion.  Bat  it  was  known  to  the 
Chair,  that,  for  several  weeks  past,  there  bad 
not  been  a  moment  when  it  was  in  order  to 
move  a  resolution.  A  petition  from  a  very  re- 
ipectable  community  in  tbe  State  which  he  had 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  bad  been  plac«d 
!□  his  hands.  By  the  rules  of  the  House,  a  pe- 
tition cannot  be  debated  on  the  day  on  which 
it  is  presented,  but  must  lie  on  the  table  one 
day.  As  petitions  are  received  only  one  d^  dI 
ireek,  oa  Mondi^  Ur.  E.  observed  thit 


.y  Google 


FsBBPUtr,  ISSt.] 


SKBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jadioiftry  in  fovor  of  Kpealing  th«  36th  section 
of  th«  jndiciarj  act  of  1760,  U^Mher  with  the 
ooantar  report  of  the  minority  of  the  oommit- 
toe — 

Mr.  BcoHANAN  uid  h  might  be  mppoHed 
be  felt  Bonie  interest  in  the  sDcoesa  of  this  mo- 
tion, bat  Toallj  be  felt  none.  The  question  on 
the  repeal  of  &b  SCtb  section  had  t)een  settled 
by  the  Hoase — settled  to  Mr.  B.'s  entire  satis- 
footion.  This  decMoD  bad  gone  forth  to  tbo 
people,  and  he  saw  no  good  pnrpose  it  could 
answer  to  send  the  two  argnmenta  of  the  com- 
mittee lagging  after  it  throQgh  the  conntir. 
He  waa  therefore  opposed  to  printing  anj  addi- 
tional emiiee. 

Mr.  H&THM,  of  Georgia,  waa  in  favor  of 
printing  the  extra  copies.  The  report  of  the 
□onunittee  contitined  a  fUr  exposition  of  the 
nnoonstitntionalitj  of  the  21>th  section  ;  and  as 
there  liad  been  no  opportnnitj  for  a  discnaeion 
of  the  subject  in  the  Honse,  be  wished  the  ar- 
gnment  of  the  committee  to  be  extenrively  dis- 
seminated. No  man,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  more  at- 
tached to  the  UnioD  of  the  States  than  himself ; 
but  he  did  not  oonnder  the  Ttroposition  to  re- 
peal the  section  as  any  attaclc  on  the  Union ; 
on  tlie  contrar]',  l>eing  satisfied  tliat  the  seolJim 
was  itself  tmconstitntional,  be  was  In  favor  of 
its  repeal,  and  wished  the  ai^ument  <rf  the 
committee  printed  for  the  Information  of  Uie 
people. 

Mr.  Obtlton  moved  that  the  raotioa  he  l^d 
on  the  table ;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the 
reqne«t  of  several  gentlemen, 

Mr.  DoDDKiDoB,  of  Yirainia,  remarked,  that 
much  bad  been  said,  and  many  allusions  bad 
t>een  made  to  an  expression  of  bis  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  he  considered  the  proposition  to 
repeal  the  S6tb  section  of  the  Jadimry  act  as 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
Sucl),  sud  Mr.  D.,  Is  my  opinion.  It  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  hope  no  angry  feelings  will  be 
prodnced  by  my  avowing  it  Althoagh  I  en- 
tertain this  opinion,  I  was  willing  to  discnss 
Uie  bill,  and  it  was  no  fanlt  of  mine  that  it  was 
not  disonssed.  I  did  not  make  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  precluded  de- 
bate. Hr.  D.  said  be  bad  been  spoken  to  by 
several  ^ntlemen  to  support  the  printing  of  an 
additional  number  of  tbe  report,  &o. ;  and  al- 
though the  report  and  connter  report  bad  Iwen 
very  generally  published  in  the  newspapers,  be 
was  willing  to  order  tbe  extra  number ;  indeed, 
a  larger  number  than  that  proposed.  The  re- 
ports were  important ;  and,  in  the  pamphlet 
form,  Kentlemen  to  whcHn  they  were  sent, 
wonld  be  more  likely  to  preeerve  them  fiw 
their  own,  and  the  peroaal  of  others.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  tbe  Tnotion,  so  aa 
to  print  six  thousand  instead  of  three  tiionsand 
additional  copies. 

Mr.  Gordon,  of  Virginia,  s^d,  the  remark  of 
his  eolleaftne,  aa'to  tbe  character  of  the  bill,  be 
must  oonuder  as  a  direct  refleotion  on  the  com- 
mittee whiob  reported  it.  And,  as  one  of  tbosa 
who  concurred  in  the  report,  he  must  protest 


the  memorial  which  he  presented  most,  nnder 
these  rales,  lie  on  tbe  table  till  that  day,  and 
then  oome  npas  the  unfinished  business  of  peti- 
tions. He  begged  leave,  therefore.  In  present- 
ing this  petition,  to  give  notice,  that,  when  it 
should  come  np  on  Monday  next,  he  alioold  feel 
it  his  duty  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
tbe  very  important  qnestion  of  protecting  tbe 
Indian  tribes  in  tbe  possessions  and  rights  se- 
cured to  them  by  treaty  and  tbe  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Oelontiatian  Soeietg. 
Ur.  BotTLDia,  of  Vlrginta,  presented  tbe  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  bis  constituents,  praying 
^d  6om  ConEress  fbr  tbe  Ooloniution  Bociety, 
to  which  he  intimated  his  own  disagreement, 
but  moved  that  it  be  printed ;  which  was  or- 

Tht  SaU  Septet, 

Mr.  MkixiBr  moved  that  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Mannfaotares,  on  the  restoration 
of  the  duty  on  imported  salt^  be  printed  for  tbe 
nse  of  tbe  Honse. 

Mf.  Chiltox  was  opposed  to  tbe  motion. 
Tbe  bill  was  done  with  for  this  session,  by  the 
consent  of  both  its  friends  and  enemies,  and  be 
was  in  favor  of  letting  the  report  sleep  with  tbe 
IhU.  Tbe  report  conttuned  an  ex  parte  argu- 
ment on  tbe  subject,  which  Mr.  C.  did  not  wish 
to  send  among  tbe  people  with  even  this  indi- 
rect sanction  of  the  House.  The  country  was 
now  in  a  state  of  excitement,  and  every  mem- 
ber ought  to  be  willing  to  allay  that  cioitement, 
instead  of  sending  forth  what  would  tend  to 
increase  it.  However  untenable  tbe  argument 
of  the  report— an  argument  so  fallacioQs  that 
any  schoollMy  could  answer  it — the  order  to 

Srint  an  extra  number  wonld  give  to  It  some 
egree  of  importance.  The  report  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  production  of  an  individual  of 
the  GommiUee  on  Mannfoctures ;  and  if  the 
practice  were  to  prevail,  it  would  become  an 
easy  matter  for  an;  memlier  of  the  House  to 
have  bis  opinions  sent  forth  witb  this  sanction, 
however  obnoxious  they  might  be  to  the  sense 
of  the  Bouse.  If  gentlemen  desired  to  dis- 
tribute copies  of  tbe  report,  let  tiiem  do  it  at 
their  ovm  expense,  not  at  that  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Williams  moved  to  lay  tbe  motion  for 


tnnily  of  replying  to  Mr.  OmtTos's  remarks, 
hot  Mr,  W.  doolined  yielding  to  the  request. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  laying  this 
motion  on  the  table,  end  was  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  ICK). 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TJu  Jtidieiart  Btportt, 

The  Boose  having  taken  np  tbe  resolution 

■abmittMl  some  days  ago,  by  Mr.  Writs,  of 

Sew  Ttvk,  to  print  three  thousand  additional 

eo^ee  of  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the 
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ngtunst  that  reflection.  When  n  oommittM  of 
de  House  had  given  to  a  snl^eot  the  calmeat 
and  mstarett  invefltigBtioi),  and  a  motion  is 
made  to  print  their  report,  a  geDtioman  get* 
np,  and,  in  a  twe  of  aUrin,  denonncea  the  prop- 
osition as  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  repeal  the 
Union ;  and  this,  too,  from  a  gentleman  whose 
legal  character,  and  whoM  standing  in  the 
HoDM,  gave  his  opinions  some  control  over  the 
opinions  of  others.  To  an  opinion  so  ern>- 
neoDS,  and  a  coarse  so  extraordinary,  Mr.  G. 
coold  not  BQbmit  ia  silenoe.  la  regard  to  the 
Union  of  these  States,  Ur.  O.  said  he  viewed  it 
as  the  palladiam  of  oar  hopes,  and  of  the  liber- 
ties of  mankind ;  and  he  felt  as  strong  an  at- 
tachment to  it  as  his  coileagne  cotdd  possibi; 
feel,  altboogh  he  might  saj  less  than  him  about 
it.  A«  to  Uie  conedtntionalitj  of  the  BOtb  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act,  has  it  not,  Mr,  G. 
asked,  been  mooted  freqaently.  It  was  neither 
a  new  qnestion,  nor  an  alarming  one.  Ooold 
it  be  new,  espMialiy  to  a  Tiiiginia  lawyer? 
Does  the  genUeman  not  know  that  the  Vir- 
ginia jndiciary,  with  Boane  at  its  head,  had 
solemnly  denied  the  conetitntionality  of  that 
section  I  Did  he  not  also  know  that  manj  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  State,  iDclnding  John 
Taylor,  of  Caroline,  had  contended  that  tne  aeo- 
tion  was  nnconetitiitional  t  Did  not  Qeorgia, 
the  other  day,  by  her  Legislatore,  deny  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act,  and  order  her  Exec- 
utive, with  all  her  powers,  to  repel  its  enforce- 
ment on  her  t  Had  not  Pennsylvania,  too,  de- 
dUred  It  nnconatitntional,  and  resisted  its  exe- 
cution! Why,  then,  this  tone  of  alarm  and 
terror  (  Why  the  call  for  the  previous  qnes- 
tJon,  to  suppress  debate  on  the  billt  Why  ehnn 
its  discussion  f  Mr.  Q,  did  not  himself  desire 
to  debate  it.  He  might  not  even  have  deemed 
this  a  proper  time  for  disturbing  the  qneilion ; 
bat  he  saw  nothing  in  the- proposition  to  be 
alarmed  at  On  Uie  contrary,  I  declare  to 
God,  eic1»med  Mr.  O.,  I  believe  nothing  would 
tend  so  much  to  compose  the  preeent  agitation 
of  the  country,  and  allay  the  prevailing  excite- 
ment, as  the  repeal  of  iJiat  portion  of  the  Ju- 
diciary act.  Mr.  G.  alluded  to  the  case  of  Oo- 
hens,  by  which  (he  State  of  Virginia  ius  made 
a  party  before  tiie  Supreme  Oourt,  andliad  em- 
ployed distingnished  connsei  to  argue  the  an- 
oonstitutionality  of  the  authority  alaimed  by 
the  court ;  and  was  proceeding  to  make  some 
fiirther  remarks,  but  checked  himseli^  as  he  did 
not  wish,  he  sdd,  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  DoDDSiDOB  observed  that  his  ooUeagne's 
remarks  about  the  previous  question,  and  about 
the  suppression  of  debate  on  the  bill,  did  not 
apply  to  him.  He  had  not  moved  Hie  previous 
question,  or  made  any  other  motion  which 
would  preclude  debate ;  and,  as  for  what  his 
colleague  thought  of  his  opinions,  he  did  not  care 
a  tittle — not  a  tittle.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  not 
been  averse  to  debating  the  hill ;  but,  as  it  was 
not  debated,  he  was  in  favor  of  ^viag  the  great- 
est possible  pablioltj  to  the  arguments,  pro  and 


moved  to  increase  the  number  of  a 
copiea  to  rix  thousand. 

Here  the  expiration  of  the  hour  put  an  and 
to  the  nljeot  for  this  day. 


Wkdbxsdat,  Febmary  9. 

Ur.  WiOKuvFK  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing  redpolution : 

JCtiolvKt,  Tfast  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States 
bs  reqaested  to  conmanScate  lo  tUs  Bouse  the 
amount  of  each  deUoadou,  and  the  natnes  «f  tke 
defsultm;  tbe  namet  aud  amoaut  oT  eaoh  peoula- 
tion  upon  tbe  TnwsDiy,  or  fivudulent  on  of  tbe  Jtob- 
lic  uone;  b;  iodliidiuds  ia  tbe  enptajnent  of  tbe 
GDverument ;  aud  tbe  names  of  tbe  person  or  per- 
BODi  concerned  therein;  tbe  instances  in  wblcb  tbe 
public  moiie;  has  been  misapplied  or  diverted  from 
the  objects  for  which  it  wu  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress ;  ind,  also,  tbe  amouot  of  improper  allow- 
accea  to  oEBcera,  agents,  or  otbers,  in  ue  putdic  em- 
plojDieut,  mode  bj  an;  of  the  departments  of  the 
(lovernment ;  the  amounts  tbereof,  and  to  whom  al- 
lowed, dnce  the  Bd  da;  of  Uarch,  1810. 


Tbubsdat,  February  10. 
/nfemol  ImprovemtHU. 

Mr.  Hucpniu,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements,  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States  at  tbe  commencement  of  tbe 
present  seaeiou  as  relates  to  that  subject,  made 
a  report  thereon,  and  moved  that  it  be  oommil- 
ted  and  printed. 

The  report  embraced  a  ItU  reply  to  the  opin- 
ions announced  in  the  Executive  Meesage  on 
the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  and  con- 
cluded with  the  following  resolution : 

Jitielvtd,  That  it  ia  eipedient  that  the  General 
Government  should  continue  to  pRisecate  Internal 
improvements,  bj  direct  appropnatioDS  of  moaej, 
or  by  fubscriptiona  for  stotjc  in  companies  iucoi> 
porated  in  the  respective  States. 

Mr.  EAima  called  fbr  tbe  reading  of  the  re- 
port. The  Clerk  having  progresMd  at  soiae 
length, 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  SDapeud  the  fhntlter 
reading,  and  that  tbe  report  ne  on  tbe  tablc^ 
and  be  printed. 

After  a  few  remarks  between  Messra.  Wioe- 
LiPTB,  Ohh-tox,  and  the  Ohub,  aa  to  a  pc^t  of 

The  Olerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port; when, 

Mr.  MoDomx  moved  to  suspend  the  fbrtber 
reading. 

[Here  arose  a  discnirion  between  Mr.  MoDet- 
FiK,  the  GaaiB,  and  Messrs.  Mebosb,  Sdtbbji- 
LAHD,  and  Wiooms.  as  to  the  oorractness  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  MoDumx.  It  waa  insisted, 
on  tbe  one  tdde,  that  when  a  motion  or  reeolih- 
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tioa  was  being  read  tbe  flnt  time,  it  was  not 
in  order  for  ft  mainber  to  move  to  enspend  the 
reading.    On  the  other  hand,  it  was  asserted 


objected  to  hj  any  muaber,  it  ahoold  be  doter- 
mined  bj  s  70te  of  the  House."  Former  de- 
cisions in  the  case  were  also  referred  to  j  and 
the  dfloiaioii  of  tba  Oboir,  that  the  motion  wm 
not  in  order,  was  appealed  from.  Mr.  JIabtik 
was  temporarily  in  the  oh^  to-day.  To  aave 
time,  Mr.  HAima  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
reading.] 

Tbe  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted, and  the  naual  number  of  oopies  directed  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Vaxoi  moved  for  the  printing  of  six 
tlioQaaiid  additional  copies ;  which  motion,  by 
a  nila  of  the  Eousa,  was  l^d  over  tiU  the  next 
day. 

SalUmon  ami  TTMAtn^e^n  SaUroad. 

Thia  being  the  dfty  set  apart  for  District  bnsi- 
npss,  Mr.  Doddsidob  moved  that  the  House 
take  np  the  bill  to  anthorize  the  extension,  oon- 
stmction,  and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  R^lroad,  into  and  within 
the  District  of  OolnmUa. 

Mr.  DoBSBT  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  del- 
egation of  Moiyland  was  plsced  in  an  embar- 
TSBsing  prediMment  oh  this  bill.  They  did  not 
wish  to  do  any  thins  whioh  might  endanger 
tike  bill ;  bat  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  hod 
now  before  it  a  proposition  to  oonstraot  a  r^- 
rood  from  Baltimore  to  Washington,  by  the 
State  funds ;  and  it  would  seem  respectful  for 
the  members  from  UaryUnd  to  wtut  tbe  action 
of  tbe  Slate  Legislature  on  the  subject.  A 
portion  of  the  delwation  had  therefore  con- 
ferred together,  and  agreed  to  move  a  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  HowiBD  opposed  the  motion  very  ear- 
nestly, and  Btnt«d  tne  nature  of  the  bill  whioh 
was  now  befbre  the  Le^latnre  of  Maryland, 
to  show  tbe  improbability  that  the  propoeition 
-would  result  in  the  work  being  nndertaken  by 
the  State.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Dosaar,  for  the 
present,  withdrew  his  motion  ;  and 

The  Boose  took  up  tbe  bill  and  the  amend- 
'  menti  reported  thereto  by  the  Oommittee  for 
the  District  of  Oolomhio. 

[Oonaiderable  discussion  took  place  on  the 
amendmenta,  in  whioh  Uesara.  Howabd,  Doi>- 
SBiDOB,  WASHoraTON,  BuMEa,  Bbowv,  Mi»- 
cBK,  HomuN,  and  MoDimiE,  took  port.] 

Tbe  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  on 
the  IMstrict  bills. 


MONDIT,  February  li, 
Jnifon  Affair*— Qumtym  of  Ordtr. 
The  petition  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Erxa- 
ZTT,  of  Massachusetts,  last  Monday,  from  sun- 
dry cil^na  of  Uaasaohusetta,  praying  the  re> 
peal  of  the  Indian  law  of  laat  seogion,  &&,  waa 


announced  by  the  Ohur  ss  now  befbre  the 
House  for  disposal 

Mr.  Tdoksr,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  demanded 
that  the  question  of  "  oonaideration  "  be  put, 
and  the  Speaker  announced  tiiis  to  be  the  qnes- 

[Tbis  qneiti<Hi  preclndes  debate  on  any  mo- 
tion, unless  the  House  decides  in  favor  of  its 
ooosiderat^oD.] 

Mr.  LnuPEOi  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  <^  "  oon^ei»tion ;"  and  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  EvEBZTT  said  that  he  considered  the  de- 
mand for  the  ^aestion  of  consideration  out  of 
order ;  the  j^tition  had  been  reoeived  by  the 
Housa  and,  if  this  motion  were  entertuned  by 
the  Chur,  it  would  out  off  all  debWe  on  the 
petititHi,  which  Mr.  £,  said  he  had  a  right 
to  disonas,  on  preaenting  it,  if  he    thought 

The  Spkakok  siud  the  Honse  had  a  right  to 

decide  whether  it  would  oonuder  the  gentle- 
man's motion — it  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  petition  itself. 

Mr.  EvKBxrc,  But  the  Hook  has  received 
the  petition. 

Ttie  Speaebb  s^d  the  petition  hod  been  re- 
oeived  and  laid  on  the  Utble :  that  the  Honse 
had  a  right  now  to  soy  whether  it  would  con- 
sider the  gentieman's  motion  touching  its  refer- 
enoe,  and  therefore  the  demand  for  the  qoea- 
tion  of  oonuderation  was  in  order. 

Ur.  Bill  asked,  if  the  House  decided  !n 
favor  of  "  oonMderation,"  what  time  wonld  the 
discOBsion  be  in  order  t 

Tbe  SpzAxaa  replied,  it  could  only  be  con- 
tinned  to-day,  and  the  next  days  on  which  the 
presentation  of  petitions  wonld  be  in  order, 
(namely,  on  Monday  alone.) 

"Us.  EviEBTT  said  he  fett  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  appealing  from  the  deoiuon  of  the 
Ohotr,  on  the  correotness  of  entering  the  de- 
maud  for  tbe  question  of  consideration ;  argu- 
ing that  this  waa  no  motion  or  proposition 
offered  to  the  House,  but  simply  a  petition 
from  a  portion  of  bis  constitnents,  which  they, 
in  Uie  exercise  of  their  constitutional  right,  had 
presented  to  the  House  tlirougb  him,  their  rep- 
resentative. He  had  lud  it  on  tbe  table,  under 
the  rule ;  it  came  up  to-day,  as  a  matter  of 
course ;  its  consideration  reqoired  no  motion, 
and  he  hod  mode  aoue ;  the  matter  before  the 
House  was  the  petition  itself,  and  to  that  he 
bad  a  right  to  speak  ■  it  was  a  constitutional 
right  to  which  the  rule  of  consideration  could 
not  apply,  and  conld  not  cut  off. 

Mr.  TcOKBB,  in  a  few  remarks,  defended  his 
call  for  the  question  of  "consideration,"  and 
his  motive  for  making  it  His  object  was  to 
BBVb  the  time  of  the  House  from  being  wasted 
in  a  nwle«  debate. 

The  gpBiEBB,  after  stating  the  case,  read  the 
rules  in  point,  whioh  he  explained  at  some 
length,  to  show  the  correctness  of  his  decision 
in  entertaining  the  demand  for  "  considera- 
tion."    He  referred  partionlaiiy  to  the  fifth 
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rnle,  which  is  as  followB :  "  When  anj  motion 
or  propoaiCion  is  made,  the  queation,  '  Will  the 
House  now  consider  it  ? '  shall  not  be  put, 
lesa  it  is  demanded  i>j  some  member,  a 
deemed  neceesary  hj  the  Speaker." 

Mr.  WAYint  asked  if  he  was  to  nnderslMid 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Tvcexb)  was  in  order  before  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Ur.  Eyebkit) 
bad  submitted  anj  proposition. 

The  Sfbaecb  replied,  that  be  considered 
tbere  naa,  virtnall;,  a  motion  before  the  House, 
on  taking  up  the  petition  for  disposal. 

Mr.  WiTtra  thought  that  did  not  follow  of 
oonrse.  The  gentlenmn  from  Maasachosetts 
had  not  submitted  any  proposition  relative  to 
the  petition ;  and,  mitil  he  did  that,  the  House 
oonld  not  know  what  his  motion  would  be,  or 
de<^de  whether  thej  wonld  consider  iL  The 
House  wodd  be  voting  in  the  dark.  He  main- 
tained that  the  Speaker  wonld  be  right,  had  the 
gentleman  made  any  motion  for  the  disposition 
of  the  petition,  bnt  at  present  the  demand  of 
"  consideration  "  he  thought  premature. 

Mr.  TnczBB  then  withdrew  his  call  for  tiie 


bate  the  petition  which  be  had  presented  to  the 
Honse ;  and  when  the  Speaker  decided  that  he 
could  not  do  so,  be  denied  a  right  which  wsa 
aanctioued  b;  the  practice  of  the  BritLsb  Par- 
liament, and  was  sanctioned  hj  the  practice  of 
this  House.  During  the  last  war,  many  im- 
portant questions  were  debated  on  the  presen- 
tation of  petitions. 

The  Speaxeb.  There  mnst  still  be  a  motion 
before  the  House  to  authorize  debate. 

Mr.  Etebbtt.  If  I  am  entitied  to  the  floor, 
[several  members  were  attempting  to  address 
the  Oh^,]  I  will  then  submit  a  motion  befdre  I 
■it  down. 

The  Spbaebb.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Speaker,  or  of  aaj  member,  to  require  that 
every  motion  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  the 
Speaker  requires  that  the  gentieman  send  his 
motion  to  the  Chair  in  writing. 

Mr.  ErKKETT  accordingly  sent  to  the  Ohair 
the  following  motion : 

That  the  said  menorijil  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflaira,  with  InstmcUona  to  report 
■  bill  making  ftirthcr  provlsian  for  eieoutlDe  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  snl^ject  of  later- 
Gonree  with  the  Indian  tribes;  and,  also,  for  the 
tkithfol  observance  of  the  treaties  between  the 
United  Slates  and  thti  said  tribes 

ill.  WioKLivFB  demanded  that  the  question 
be  put  on  the  "  consideration  "  of  the  motion. 
He  bod  no  idea  of  commendng  another  Indian 
war  at  this  period  of  the  sesaion. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  the  Speaker  hsT- 
ing  stated  the  question, 

Mr.  EvSBETT  said,  if  he  understood  the  Chair 
that  it  was  in  order  to  preclude  debate  on  his 
motion  by  t^e  question  of  "  consideAtion,"  he 


The  yeas  and  Di^a  were  ordered  on  the 

Conriderable  debate  now  ensued  on  the  lo- 
peal.  The  appeal  was  supported  by  lb-. 
EvBSBTT  and  Mr.  Batbs,  of  Hasaacbasetts,  and 
it  waa  opposed-  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
defended,  by  Mr.  Wayki  and  Mrl  TnoiaFSOH, 
of  Georgia,    finally, 

Mr.  EvBSETT  sai4  jielding  to  the  wishes  tg 
several  of  bis  friends,  he  wonld  withdraw  the 
appeal,  and  meet  the  qoesticai  at  onoe. 

The  question  was  then  put — "  Will  the  Home 
now  consider  the  motion  t "  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative— yeaa  101,  nays  93. 


TcwDAY,  February  16. 
Seli^  to  Land  Fvrehamt. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate^ 
supplementary  to  the  act  passed  on  the  8Ist 
March,  18S0,  for  the  relief  of  pnrchaaera  of 
pablie  lands,  and  for  the  suppression  of  fraud- 
nlent  practices  at  the  public  sales  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  BUtes. 

Mr.  Ibvih,  of  Ohio,  q>poeed  the  bill  with 
much  earnestness,  and  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
second  section. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  said,  be  hoped  he 
shonld  be  indulged  by  the  House  in  giving 
some  explanation,  and  in  the  statement  of  a 
few  facta,  in  reference  to  the  bill  under  conud- 
eration.  It  will  be  perceived,  said  he,  by  all 
who  have  attended  to  the  residing  of  the  bill, 
that  its  provisions  are  Intended  to  be  BUj^e 
mentar?  to,  and  emendatory  of,  the  law  passed 
at  the  last  session  for  the  relief  of  lana  pur- 
chasers. That  law  has  extended  relief  imper- 
fectly, and  very  unequally.  To  those  who 
bought  land  at  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  and 
upwards,  which  had  revelled  with  the  one- 
fourth  pud  thereon,  patents  were  given,  with- 
out flirther  payment;  whilst  those  wao  had 
purchased  lands  at  less  than  fourteen  diJlan, 
which  have  unce  reverted,  were  reqnired  to 

eay  additional  anms  per  acre,  varjing  aooord- 
10  to  the  original  price.  So  in  regard  to  the 
r^inquished  land,  however  valoable  it  may  b^ 
or  at  whatever  prices  it  may  have  aold,  (and 
the  prices  varied  from  two  dollars  up  to  forty, 
fifty,  and  even  as  high  as  seventy  and  mgfatj 
doUars  per  acre,  merely  for  agricnltoral  pnr- 
posea.)  yet  no  higher  price  than  three  doUora 
and  fifty  cents  per  acre  is  required  by  the  law 
for  an  V  class  or  portion  of  it,  while  none  is  per- 
mitted to  be  taken  at  less  than  one  dollar  fii^- 
slz  and  a  fourth  cents.  This  is  a  variation  of 
less  than  two  dollars  in  all  the  different  oloases 
and  grades,  from  the  most  inferior  and  unpro- 
ductive to  the  most  fertile  and  valuable.  It  i* 
of  the  injustice  and  inequoUty  of  the  operotiiHi 
of  this  law,  that  the  memorialists,  whose  inter- 
ests are  embraced  by  this  bill,  complain. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  brief  explanation  of 
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fecu,  to  satisfy  everj  mind  that  »ome  amend- 
ment ia  demanded  bj  that  justice  which  reKards 
tile  iuterests  of  aS  classes  with  equal  niTor. 
Bat,  (dr,  as  the  hill  has  been  attacked  with  snoh 
yehemence  hj  the  ^atleiaan  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Ikvct,)  as  he  has  tboasht  proper  to  apeak  of 
the  large  amonnt  which  it  proposes  to  give 
awsy,  and  haa  endeavored  to  impress  the 
Honse  with  the  idea  that  an  immense  interest 
is  involved,  and  that  the  meosnre  is  one  of  un- 
nsuallj  important  character,  J  feel  called  opoo 
to  go  ftirther  into  the  discnssion.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  bill  can  lose  nothing  hv  inveati^- 
tion ;  for  the  better  it  ia  understood,  the  more 
ooaclosire  will  app«ar  the  Jnatness  and  reason- 
ableness of  the  clum  nrged  by  this  nnfortonate 
olasH  of  onr  fellow-citizena. 

8ir,  as  this  bill  ia  intended  to  carrj  out  the 
principles  of  tbe  act  of  last  session,  ^read; 
Tnentioned,  and  to  equalize  its  operation,  it  maj 
not  be  improper  or  nnprofitable  very  briefly  to 
Teview  the  grounds  on  which  yonr  interposi- 
tioD  was  asked,  and  upon  which  that  measnre 
was  accorded.  Yon  had  been  memorialized 
year  after  year  npon  this  Buhject,  both  by  the 
peoi)1e  and  the  legislatnrea  of  the  new  States. 
Again :  at  the  last  session  yonr  attention  was 
oalled  to  the  variona  cansea  which  had  con- 
spired toprodnoe  the  nnprccodented  emharrasH- 
tnent  and  intolerable  distress  which  prevailed 
more  especially  in  the  Sonthwest,  from  which 
qnarter  came  tjie  petitions  for  the  modlficatioos 
of  the  law  now  proposed.  Yoa  were  reminded 
of  the  great  indacoment  to  pnrchase  land  in 
tbat  section  of^the  conntn — the  production  of 
eottoBj  the  great  staple  of  the  South,  to  which 
tbe  soil  and  dimate  were  believed  to  be  alike 
adapted;  and  that  at  the  time  of  those  sales 
(dnring  the  years  1818  and  1819)  this  staple 
■was  more  in  demand,  and  commanded  a  higher 
prise,  than  at  any  other  period  of  onr  history, 
'except  in  the  two  or  three  preceding  years. 
Yon  were  called  on  to  take  into  view  the  sn- 
perabmidanoe  of  the  circnlating  modinm  in 
tlioBe  years,  occaaioned,  in  no  small  degree,  by 
the  extraordinary  multiplication  of  banks  in 
every  State  and  territory,  particularly  in  the 
West,  which  were  then  issning  millions  of 
money,  in  the  shape  of  promises,  never  to  bo 
redeemed ;  and  all  this  then  receivable  in  your 
land  offices.  Yon  were  told  of  the  five  or  sti 
millions  of  "  Mosaissippi  stock,"  the  fruit  of 
compromise  with  tbe  "  Tazoo  claimants,"  as 
they  were  familiarly  called,  issned  by  yonr  an- 
tiiority  and  direction,  to  be  reoeired  in  the  land 
offices  of  Uississippi  and  Alabama  alone,  which 
added  greatly  to  the  already  delusive  appear- 
ance of  capi^  and  prosperity  in  those  States. 
They  reiterated  their  well-founded  complaints 
of  Uie  combinations  of  apeonlators,  who  crowd- 
ed the  Afferent  places  of  sale,  for  the  purpose 
<€  numopoHzing  the  lands  which  had  been  im- 
proved, and  rendered  productive  by  their  toil, 
and  indostrj,  and  enterprise ;  in  oonseqnence 
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of  which  they  were  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  giving  prices  the  most  extravagant,  even  for 
those  extravagant  times,  or  snbmit  to  be  driren 
still  farther  back  into  the  wilderness,  at  seasons 
when  ruin  and  starvation  would  have  been  the 
almost  inevitable  result  to  many  of  their  fami- 
lies. Aftor  all  this,  when  the  currency  of  the 
tinited  States  had  been  reduced  from  abont  one 
hundred  and  ten  millions  to  forty-flve  millions 
of  doUara;  when  tbe  Mississippi  stock  hod 
almost  entirely  disappeared ;  when  many  of 
the  banks  had  exploded,  and  the  paper  of  nine- 
tenths  of  them  WAS  refused  in  payment,  yon 
abandoned  the  credit  syatoraj  and  sold  yonr 
land  for  cash,  at  a  rednction  of  87^  per 
centum. 

They  tnmed  your  atUntion  to  another  &ct, 
which  seems  to  me,of  iUelf,  conclusive  of  their 
claim  to  your  equitable  oonsideratioa — ^the  sud- 
den and  unprecedented  reduction  in  the  valae 
of  their  staple,  its  continued  depression,  and 
the  consequent  proportionate  diminution  in  tbe 
value  of  tbe  capital  employed  in  its  produc- 
tion. When  the  lands  in  question  were  sold, 
and  for  several  previous  years,  cotton  would 
readily  command  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cents  per  ponnd ;  for  some  years  past,  the  aver- 
ago  price  has  not  been  more  than  one-fourth. 
As  much  land  and  as  mach  labor  are  now  re- 

auired  to  produce  a  ^ven  quantity,  say  fifty 
lOQsand  pounds  of  net  cotton,  as  then ;  but 
mark  tbe  difference  in  the  sum  received  by  the 
planter.  At  the  price  in  1818,  (assuming  twen- 
ty-eight cents  aa  the  average,)  that  quantity 
was  worth  $14,000 ;  at  the  price  of  the  last 
four  or  five  years,  (assuming  seven  cente  as  a 
fair  average,)  the  same  quantity  vrould  only  he 
worth  $3,S0O.  Bear  in  mind,  too,  that  the 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  incidental  ex- 
penses has  not  been  in  equal  proportion ;  while 
cotton  has  gone  down  three-fourths,  they  have 
not  been  reduced  more  than  one-fourth,    Sup- 

Cthe  former  amount  of  thoee  charges  to 
I  been  |3,000,  it  would  have  left  the  plant- 
er's net  profit  at  113,000;  take  from  the  total 
product  now  $1,500,  being  one-fourth  leas,  and 
it  leaves  him  only  $2,000,  only  one-sixth  of  the 
former  profit.  If  the  same  quantity  of  land, 
with  the  same  amount  of  capital  and  labor  em- 

Eloyed  in  its  culUvaUon,  wiU  profit  the  owner 
ut  one-aixth,  can  it  be  worth  one-fourth  the 
price  at  which  it  might  before  have  l3een  rea- 
sonably estimated !  That  it  is  not,  is  as  clear 
as  demonstration  itself;  and  the  truth  of  the 
melancholy  oonolnsion  would  be  attested  by 
the  judgment  of  all  who  have  lived  in  the  re-- 
gion  alluded  to  dnring  the  last  twelve  years. 

But,  besides  those  facts,  which  were  abun- 
dantly established  by  reference  to  the  history  of 
the  country,  it  was  shown  by  the  official  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  that  the  purchasers  of  land  in  Alabama 
had  paid,  for  nearly  half  a  million  of  acres 
which  had  reverted,  an  average  price  of  one 
dollar  and  thirty-nine  cents  per  acr6,  when 
your  sales  of  about  the  same  quantity,  in  the 
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eame  Btate,  during  the  throe  preceding  years, 
had  exceeded  that  average  bat  three-teoths  of 
a  oent  per  acre,  and  when  the  average  price 
of  near  a  mUlion  and  &  half  of  acres,  sold 
dnriiig  the  same  three  jean  in  Indiana,  Illinoia, 
and  HisMuri,  had  faUen  abort  of  that  average 
about  fourteen  cents  per  acre,  having  brought 
bnt  one  dollar  twenty-flve  cents  and  uz  milla 

In  view  of  BQoh  facts,  the;  called  npon  joa 
to  relieve  tbem  itam  their  Stress  ana  embar- 
rassment— to  exempt  Uiem  from  the  minoua 
consequences  of  contracts,  which  had  been 
made  improvideutlj,  but  in  good  faith.  Upon 
this  canmd  and  just  exposition  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the;  rested  uieir  claims,  they  asked 
jaa  to  snffer  them  to  retahi  their  homes,  which 
the;  had  improved  bj  mach  labor  and  expendi- 
tnre,  at  the  fair  valna,  as  it  had  been  ascer- 
tuned  b;  that  most  infallible  of  all  tests — ex- 
perience. The;  called  on  jon  as  their  breth- 
ren, and  the  representatives  of  their  brethren 
in  every  section  of  their  beloved  country,  to 
deal  with  them  on  the  broad  and  liberal  princi- 
ples of  equity  and  good  oonsdenoe.  They 
appealed  to  your  sense  of  Justice  and  your 
magnanimity.  Thank  heaven!  their  appeal 
was  not  wholly  in  vain ;  yon  did  accord  to  them 
partial  relief ;  many  of  them,  perhaps  the  larger 
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i  satisfied.    Those  who  had  i 


chased  the  most  valuable  lands  were  entirely 
relieved  from  the  insupportable  burden  of  debt 
which  had  )>een  hanging  over  them  for  years, 
and  tlireatentug  them  and  their  families  with 
bankruptcy  and  ruin.  Those  who  had  pnr- 
ehased  inferior  lands  found  in  the  law  some 
mitigation  of  their  grievances — a  suspenidon  of 
the  sales  of  their  homes,  which  were  to  have 
taken  place  in  tJie  ensuing  sprlns  and  snmmer, 
and  the  harbinger,  as  they  hoped  and  believed, 
of  more  equal  and  liberal  Justice  at  the  present 

Tlie  petitioners  now  oomplun  that  tlia  act  of 
last  session  "  does  not  afford  to  them  either  an 
adequate  or  proportionate  reUef."  They  dis- 
claim all  "  invidious  feelings  at  the  good  fortnne 
of  the  holders  of  high-priced  lands,  who  are 
presented  with  patents  on  sorrenderins  their 
certificates  and  paying  the  fees  of  office.''  Nor 
do  they  complain  "  of  the  pre-emption  rights 
granted  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands;"  but 
Miey  "  view  wUh  surprise  and  regret  the  fact 
of  tbeir  forming  an  isolated  class,  apparently 
excluded  from  the  favor  of  Government.  They 
think  (and  it  is  certunlj  a  reasonable  opinion) 
that  "  if  the  object  of  Congress  was  to  raise  a 
certain  amount  Irom  land  debtors,"  it  was  but 
"Just  lliat  it  should  have  been  drawn  in  rata- 
ble proportions  from  all  "  whilst,  in  point  of 
fact;  "  the  heaviest  contributions  have  been 
levied  upon  the  holders  of  low'priced  lands, 
generally  connsting  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
society."  Such  is  their  language,  and  anch  are 
their  views ;  and  they  are  unquestionably 
founded  in  truth.  Whoever  baa  examined  the 
enlistments  of  the  law  compluned  o^  (utd  has 


tmdergtood  Its  operation,  will  be  ready  to 
respond  to  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  evar7 
ground  assumed  by  the  memorialists. 

Sir,  what  do  the  peUtioners  ask !  Simply 
that  yon  will  extend  to  them  relief  propor- 
tionate to  that  which  you  have  ext«ndea  to 
their  more  fortunate  and  more  wealthy  breth- 
ren and  fellow-sufferers.  They  ask  a  measure 
of  Justice,  equal  to  that  which  yon  have  mecisl 
out  to  others,  who  are  less  needy,  and  have  no 
better  claims,  on  any  feir  principle.  The  basia, 
the  very  foundation  of  their  claim  is,  that  it  is 
as  fair  to  presume  that  reverted  or  relinquished 
lands,  which  originally  sold  for  less  than  four- 
teen dollars  per  acre,  broaglit,  or  rather  ex- 
ceeded, its  proportionate  vuue,  as  thai  those 
lands  did  which  sold  for  higher  prices.  And  ia 
not  this  assumption  perfectly  reasonable  and 
well  founded  1  Is  It  not  a  fur  conclusion,  that 
land,  situated  in  the  saiA  section  of  country, 
put  up  at  auction  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same 
market,  and  in  the  same  community,  would 
sell  according  to  its  proportionate  value,  bavins 
reference  to  Uie  quality  of  soil,  utuation,  ana 
aU  other  incidents  which  enhance  or  diminish 
it!  You  must  adndt  it,  or  agree  that  yonr 
mode  of  Belling  the  public  lands  ia  entirely 
erroneous ;  for  the  auction  system  is  predicated 
on  the  assumption  that  it  is  the  true  mode  <^ 
getting  the  ftdl  and  lair  value  of  each  tract  of 

Sir,  it  ma;^  not  be  improper  to  ei^lain  how 
this  inequality  was  produced.  Although  tlie 
bill,  OS  originally  introduced,  was  less  favorable 
to  a  large  portion  of  the  purchasera  who  son^t 
relief  yet  it  was  far  more  equal  in  its  distnbn- 
tion.  The  influence  which  the  favorable  opin- 
ion and  sanction  of  the  Commis^oner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  would  probably  have  on 
the  action  of  the  House,  induced  me  to  enclose 
to  bim  a  cop^  of  the  original  bill,  and  ask  him 
to  examine  its  provisions,  and  give  his  views 
in  reply.  He  did  ezainine  it,  and  approved  jts 
provisions  in  the  mdn ;  hut,  in  concluuon, 
remarked,  "As  those  peraons  who  pnrchas^ 
originally  at  very  extravagant  prices,  say  at 
fit^n  dollars  per  acre,  or  upward^  may  not  be 
disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  first  pro- 
vision of  the  first  section,  and  those  of  tbe 
second  section,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  inserting  a  maximuin  price  for  those  lands," 
He  aocordinffly  returned  the  copy  of  the  bilL 
which  I  bad  enclosed,  with  provisoes  insertad 
in  the  first  and  second  sections,  limitioK  the 
price  of  each  class  to  three  dollars  and  fiifty 
cents,  as  it  finally  passed.  I  have  the  orioinal 
letter  of  which  I  have  spoken  now  on  my  desk, 
subject  to  the  examination  of  any  gentleman 
who  may  desire  it.  The  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  willing  to  report  the  bill  aa 
approved  by  Hi.  Graham,  while  tney  had  refused 
again  and  agwn  to  report,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  which  bad  passed  the  Senate,  fixing  the 

Srice  to  be  paid  for  botli  classes  of  land  at  one 
ollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Under 
these  circumstances,  what  course  woa  left  to  be 
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parscad  bj  tba  delegations  from  the  new 
8Ut««f  If  ther  could  not  obtdn  all  th«7 
thoQgfat  required  by  the  mtnation  of  their 
respective  constituent^  vonid  thej  have  been 
Jostlfied  in  rejecting  that  which  was  offered  or 
could  be  obtmned?  Icanssaweriiiorepartlca- 
larlj  for  mj  coUeagnea  and  myself.  All  the 
reverted  and  relinqnished  lund  in  Alabama  had 
then  already  been  procliumed  for  sale  in  the 
months  of  May  and  Jane  following.  Onr  con- 
atitoenta  were  the  great  sufferers.  Indeed,  they 
bad  suffered  more  than  the  citiiens  of  all  the 
other  new  Btat«a  together;  trnd^  in  a  aale  at 
•Dction,  they  would  have  been  oDliged  to  en- 
counter  banda  of  speculators  of  every  grade, 
from  the  capitalist  who  enters  the  market  and 
bnysonhisownmoney,  down  to  the  contempti- 
ble hnsh-money  dealer,  who  often  swindles 
vithont  money.  Bir,  a  system  of  this  character 
had  grown  np  and  been  matured  among  \u,  and 
we  bad  witnessed  the  baneful  effects  or  its 
operation.  So  time  was  to  be  lost ;  for  only  a 
fflw  days  more  than  two  months  were  to  elapse 
between  the  time  at  which  the  measure  was 
under  consideration  and  the  commencement  of 
the  sales.  With  this  threatening  array  of  evils 
before  as,  my  coUeagnea  and  myeelE^  on  consol- 
tation  as  to  the  moat  discreet  and  pri^ent  coorse 
for  the  interest  and  safety  of  onr  oonstitaenta, 
determined  to  pass  the  bill,  if  possible — not  as 
the  most  just  and  equal  measure  which  we  ooold 
have  asked  or  desired,  bat  as  the  t>eat  that 
conld  then  be  obtwned.  Tfe  could  not  feel 
Jostified  in  the  rejection  of  relief  to  one  por- 
tion, because  it  coold  not  be  eqoally  extended 
to  all ;  and,  if  we  had  done  so,  we  shonld  have 
merited  and  received  the  eieoralJous  of  all. 
For  one,  I  shoold  have  felt  it  my  doty  to  have 
obtained  relief  for  any  portion,  however  few, 
if  notJiing  better  could  luve  been  done. 

Mr.  Batlor  also  sopported  the  bill,  and 
replied  to  Mr.  Ibtof. 

Mr.  Ibvot  r^oined  more  at  large  against  the 

Mr.  WioELiFn  eommeiMwd  a  Bi>eech  in  favor 
of  the  biU,  and  had  spoken  some  time,  when  he 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  acyoorn. 

Wbdnuday,  Febroary  16. 

BMolutiojwry  Solditri. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Vbole  on  the  bill  snpplementary  to  the  act  of 
1B2S,  for  the  relief  of  cert^n  eorviving  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 

[This  bill,  aa  nsaal  on  all  bills  making  general 
provision  on  the  subject  of  pensions,  gave  rise 
to  mnch  debate ;  eepecially  on  the  often  dis- 
cussed question  of  including  the  militia  in  the 
relief  extended  to  the  regular  soldiers.  The 
debate  on  this  question  arose  on  a  motion  by 
Mr.  Tdoksk,  of  South  Carolina,  to  include  the 
militia  volonteers  and  State  troops  in  the  pres- 
ent bill,  which  was  nltimately  adopted,  almost 
by    general    consent.     The    genUemen   who 


entered  into  the  diaousuon  (some  of  them  re- 
peatedly)  were,  Hessrs.  Vebplahoz,  Davib,  of 
Maas.,  WiLuuiB,  Tcoexk,  Tatlob,  Ohiltoit, 
Okaio,  B(JBO«a,  Bates,  Biohakdsoh,  Hchtojo- 
TON,  Bpbjioeb,  of  New  York,  MoDittfib,  A.  H. 
Shbpprbd,  Sthono,  Wildb,  OufPBKU.,  Ellb- 
woBTH,  Spbioht,  Babbinobb,  Polk,  and  Swift.] 
Mr.  Bdhobs  supported  the  proposition,  and 
the  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Wilob 
and  Mr.  Bates,  the  latter  of  whom  animeated 
that  a  j?r0  rota  compensation  should  be  allowed 
to  all  who  had  served,  whether  in  the  line  or 
the  militja,  either  for  nine  or  six  montho.    This 


speedily, 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  State  troops,  volnntaers,  or  militia, 
who  should  at  one  or  more  tlmee  have  served 
for  two  years,  or  for  ooy  period  not  less  than 
six  months,  should  be  included  within  the  ben- 
efits of  the  aoL 

Mr.  Ellswobtb  opposed  the  amendment; 
but  it  was  carried  wiuiout  a  division. 

Mr.  Spbiqht  moved  an  amendment  nrovid- 
ing  that  the  provisions  of  the  aot  should  only 
extend  to  those  who  are  now,  and  may  be 
hereafter,  reduced  to  the  neoesdty  of  applying 
to  their  country  for  support. 

Mr.  Bakbikobb  hoped  his  coUeagne  (Mr. 
Spbioht)  would  not  press  his  Mnendment  It 
wonld  continue  and  increase  the  odiona  distino- 
tdon  at  present  existing  in  pension  oasee  on  the 
port  of  the  rich  and  poor,  oy  which  the  latter 
were  obliged,  were  compelled  to  prove  them- 
selves to  be  paupers  before  they  could  be  enti- 
tled to  a  reward  for  their  services. 

Mr.  Pouc  sdd  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment.  The  original  pennon  law  of  1618 
contuned  a  similar  provision,  as  also  did  that 
of  1828. 

Mr.  TuoxBS  followed,  and  muntained  that 
the  pensioning  of  the  militia  was  nothing  more 
than  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  gratitude  dne 
by  the  nation  to  those  who  bad  fought  for  and 
obtuned  its  independence.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill ;  but  after- 
wards withdrew  his  motion  by  request. 

The  sabject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
A.  H.  Shbppebs,  Speioht,  Bates,  and  Borqbs. 

Thequestionwos  then  token  on  Ur.SpRiaHT'B   • 
amendment ;  which  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of 
yeaa  84,  naya  not  counted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Hdhtdisioii,  a  pro- 
viaion  was  adopted  to  allow  to  the  widow  or 
children  of  a  deceased  peudoner  the  iMlaooe  of 
the  semi-annual  pension  following  his  decease. 

The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  tiie 
bill  as  amended,  and  the  Eoose  concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  oomnuttee, 

Mr.  MoOKBBsr  then  submitted  the  following 
amendment : 


rB.] 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

TU  Judidaiy—JUptal  of  See.  26  tjfOu  Ati  iff  1TS9. 


commiBBioncd  after  Cbe 90th d&j of  I>ecember,17B], 
unlen  thej  were  in  th«  service  prior  to  the  dite  of 
tbeir  commiuloDs,  and  that  «J1  such  officers  vho  are 
now  rec^vicg  poiuioiu,  be  etricken  from  tbe  roll 
from  and  after  tbe  passing  of  this  act- 
Mr.  M oC.  £aid  that  he  wonldj  in  a  tbtj'  few 
irords,  state  his  reamn  for  offennK  to  the  coa- 
rider&tioi)  of  the  Hanne  this  amendment  to  the 
biU.  He  said  thAt  it  was  notorioos  that  com- 
missions were  granted  to  manj  after  there  was 
any  actJTB  Bernoe  performed,  and  that  many  of 
Uiose  who  were  thOB  commissioned,  had  not 
performed  any  kind  of  eerrice  prior  to  the  date 
of  their  commissions,  and,  conseqnentlf,  per- 
formed none  afterwards.  He  said  that  his  at- 
tention had  heen  called  to  this  sal^ect  by  a 
feust,  which  oame  to  his  knowledge  some  time 
lost  Bession,  which  was,  that  a  certain  presiding 
judge  in  Pennsyivania,  through  the  influence  of 
some  of  his  friends,  reoeived  a  commisNon  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1782,  when  he  was 
quite  a  young  man ;  and,  altboagh  he  never 
performed  any  duty,  either  before  or  after  be 
was  oommissioned,  is  now  receiving  a  penuon. 
If  this  judge  was  a  poor  man,  he  would  not 
make  an;  objection,  bat  this  was  not  the  case. 
From  tbe  best  information  be  was  able  to  col- 
lect, he  said,  this  Jadge  was  worth  more  than 
one  hundred  thonaand  dollars,  and  had  an  an- 
nual salary  of  sixteen  hnndred.  He  said  that, 
in  bis  opinion,  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
this  GoTemment  to  grant  pensions  under  such 
^rcmnatanoes,  and  suffer  thousands  of  merito- 
rious  soldiers  to  drag  oat  the  remainder  of  their 
days  in  poverty  anS  want.  He  said  that  he 
felt  but  little  interest  on  this  sn^ect;  bnt  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  it  before  the 
Honse,  and  with  their  decision  he  wonld  be 
aaUsfied. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDSB  moved  tlie  previous  qiies- 
tion ;  which,  being  sustained,  cnt  off  l£r. 
UoCbsbkt's  motion. 

Tbe  question  being  pnt  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  it  was 
carried  by  the  following  vote : 

Tus, — Hetsrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Hartley,  Bates,  Baylor, 
Beekman,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bur- 

SeB,Bntmau,  Csboon,  Cambreleag,  Campbell,  Chan- 
ter, Cbilds,  CbiltOD,  Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Cowles,  Crazje,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton, 
Crown i nab ield,  Joba  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  De 
Wilt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Dmi- 
caa,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  Geo.  Erane,  Joebm  Evans, 
Boraca  Everett,  Findlay,  Rnch,  Ford,  Forward, 
Oaither,  Gilmore,  Grcnnell,  Halaey,  Harvey,  Haw- 
klPH,  Hinds,  Holland,  UolTmui,  Hubbard,  Hughes, 
Bunt,  Hiiiilington,  Ibrie,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis, 
Johns,  Richard  U.  Joboson,  Kendall,  Kiocaid,  Per- 
kips  King,  Adam  King,  Leavitt.  Lecompte,  Lelper, 
Lyon,  Hagee,  Harr,  Hartiadalc,  T.  Haxwell,  HcCree- 
ry,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Hitchetl,  Huhleuberg,  Over- 
ton, Pearce,  Pelds,  Pierion,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ren- 
cher,  Ricbardsoa,  Russel,  Saoford,  Scott,  Wm.  B. 
Shcpard,  Ang.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmes,  ^ 
Smith,  Kchard  Spenoor,  Sterigere,  W.  L.  Stem, 
Btrong,  SotberUnd,  Swann,   Swin,  Taylor,  Te«, 
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JohnTboLBpeon.Trftcj,  Tucker,  Tanium,Verpl»iick, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  P.  White, 
Edward  D.  White,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Tancey, 
Young — 126. 

NavB. — Uessrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Armstrong 
Barnwell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Coke,  Crajg,  Crocberon,  Daveoport,  W. 
R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Drayton,  Foster,  fly,  Gop- 
doD,  Haynes,  Howard,  Cave  Johnson,  iMoar,  Lea, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Lojall,  Lumpkin,  HoDuffie,  Nuck- 
olls, Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  SpeiBbt,  Spring,  SUadefer, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wayne, 
WicUiffe — IS. 

The  House  then  b4Joii">^ 


Tou^tBDAT,  Feliraary  17. 
Tht  Judioiary — Etpeal  (ff  See.  ^  <^  the  Ati 

of  1789. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rOBolntioQ  proposing  to  print  six  thonsand  addi- 
tional copies  of  tbe  reports  of  the  minority  and 
minority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  FosrsB  intimated  an  intention  of  taking 
a  coarse  of  some  latitude  on  the  general  ques- 
tion, in  the  remarks  which  be  should  offer; 

Mr.  Babrhiokb  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  desired  to  know  of  the  Cbair  whether,  after 
a  subject  bad  been  t>efore  the  House,  and  finally 
act«d  on,  (as  the  bill  to  repeal  the  seth  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  hod  been,)  it  was  in  order 
for  members  to  go  into  the  merits  of  that  Bul>- 
ject,  on  an  iocidental  question  to  print  a  docn- 

The  8raa.KBB  replied,  tbat  it  was  not  posd- 
ble  for  the  Chur  to  prevent  members  from 
going  into  the  merits  of  tbe  reports,  t«  show 
why  an  extra  nnmber  ought  or  ought  not  to  be 
printed.  They  must  be  permitted  to  do  so  If 
they  chose,  however  much  tbe  House  or  the 
Chair  might  regret  it-  It  was  a  constitutional 
right  which  the  Cbair  conid  not  restrict.  On 
the  question  ramply  to  print  tbe  reports  for  the 
House,  the  debate  would  not  be  in  order ;  bnt, 
on  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  nnmber,  the  de- 
bate on  the  merits  could  not  be  restruned  by 
the  Chair. 

Ur.  ButBinoaB  would  not  contAst  the  de- 
cision of  the  Ch^r,  aUbough  he  stjlt  thonght 
the  latitude  taken  in  the  detiate  irregular,  and 
would  be  glad  if  some  gentleman  would  sug- 
gest a  mode  by  which  ue  sense  of  the  House 
might  be  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  FoBTKB  then  resamed,  and  entered  into 
a  review  of  the  proceedings  which  had  been 
had  on  this  snbjoot.  Several  weeks  ago,  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Jodioiary  were  instmcted, 
by  a  resolntion  of  the  House,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  tbe 
acth  section  of  the  indictary  act  of  1789. 
Scarcely  )iad  this  resolution  passed,  when  an 
alarm  was  sounded  through  tbe  newspaper^ 
and  tbe  people  were  warned  that  a  deep  ana 
fatal  blow  was  meditated  against  the  great 
judicial  tribune  of  the  country.    The  commit- 
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tee  were  deoonnced  evea  ia  anticipati 
we  were  threateoed  witb  the  reproaches  and 
indigaation  of  the  people,  if  we  presamed  hi 
touch  this  hallowed  law.  But  a  minority  of 
the  committee,  acting  nnder  a  congcioua  senae 
of  datj,  had  the  temeritj,  in  the  midst  of  these 
.  alarma,  and  in  the  &oe  of  this  galling  fira  ttom 
the  press,  to  make  a  report  recommending  the 
repeal  of  the  section  in  question,  aooompanied 
wttli  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  The  minority  of 
our  associates,  under  a  eense  of  duty  equally 
conacientions,  have  snhmitted  the 
port  which  is  now  on  the  table. 

The  bill  thus  reported,  it  waa  expected,  woald 
h&ve  taLen  the  nsaal  conrse ;  but,  instead  of 
this,  even  its  second  reading  was  objected  to, 
and  its  r^ection  moved,  ono,  pa  this  motion, 
the  previous  question  was  ordered ;  so  that  all 
opportunitj  of  discussing  its  principle 
tirelj  prevent«d-,  and  this,  too,  after 
hy  the  hoaorable  gentleman  from  Virainio, 
(Mr.*  DoDDSiDOB,}  that  the  bill  reported  was 
equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union. 
Sir,  we  were  not  even  allowed  to  repel  the  aa~ 
pnt4UioDS  thus  cast  on  ns. 

[Here  the  Spsakbr  reminded  Mr.  Fosteb 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude  to  the  bill 
which  had  been  reported^bj  the  co 
nor  to  the  proceedinss  oniie  Honse 
gard  to  it.  He  must  be  conllned  to  tt 
pies  contained  in  the  reports  propoa 
printed.] 

itr.  F.  resumed.  In  order  to  confine  himself 
to  the  limitd  prescribed  h?  the  Ohalr,  he  mast 
pass  over  some  remarks  he  intended  to  have 
made,  and  come  imraediateljr  to  the  rbports. 

The  m^joritT  of  the  Judiclmy  Committee,  of 
whom,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  am  one,  maintuu  that 
the  tventj-fifth  section  of  the  Jndiciary  act  of 
178fl  confers  npon  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  States  powers  not  authorized  nor  con- 
templated bj  th?  constitntion.  It  Is  my  par- 
pose  to  present  some  views,  in  addition  to  those 
embraced  in  the  report,  to  estahlish  this  posi- 
tion. And,  in  the  outset,  I  will  notice  an  argn- 
ment  with  which  we  are  so  oft«n  met  on  ques- 
tions of  this  kind.  The  law,  of  which  the  sec- 
tioa  under  consideration  is  a  part,  was  passed 
ahortlj  after  the  adoption  of  the  fedenu  oon- 
sUtation.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  Oon- 
gress  bj  which  it  was  fnocted,  were  also  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
atitution;  tbej,  we  are  told,  oertMnly  knew 
what  powers  were  intended  tu  be  conferred  on 
the  different  departments  of  the  Government, 
and  would  not  have  attempted  to  confer  pow- 
ers not  anthoriieJ  bj  the  constitntion.  Ifr. 
Speaker,  there  is  much  force  in  this  argament. 
I  place  groat  reliance  on  the  exposition  of  c«n- 
stitational  powers  made  by  those  who  aided  in 
tbe  formation  and  adoption  of  the  great  char- 
ter of  this  Government  But,  sir,  the  argu- 
ment in  this  instanc«  proves  too  much  for  onr 
adversariea— it  applies  with  equal  force  to 
ever;  part  of  this  judiciary  act ;  and  jet  one 
danse  of  it  haa  already  been  declared  bj  the 
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Supreme  Conrt  to  be  nnoonstitntional.  The 
13th  section  of  that  act  provides,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Supreme  Court  "  sliafl  liave 
the  power  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  in  cose* 
warranted  by  the  principles  and  usages  of  law, 
to  any  courts  appointed  or  persons  holding 
office  nnder  the  authority  of  the  United  States." 
Bat,  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Marhury  term* 
Mr.  Madison,  as  Secretary  of  State,  the  Su- 
preme Oourt  det«nniaed  that  the  authority 
thus  pven  was  not  warranted  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  So,  air,  gentlemen  must  admit  that  the 
pas^ng  of  this  law  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitntion and  their  ootemporaries  is  not  conclu- 
sive as  to  its  constitntionality,  or  that  the  Sa- 
Ereme  Court  have  erred  in  their  dtscision — a 
eresy  which  charity  itself  would  acarcely  tol- 
erate at  tills  day. 

But,  Mr,  Speaker,  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  section  of  this  act  The 
constitntion  declares  that  "  the  judicial  power 
(of  the  United  States)  shall  extend  to  all  case* 
In  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  constitu- 
tion," dec. ;  and,  after  enumerating  other  Bat>- 
Jeota  of  jnTisdiction,  apedfies  "  oootroversiee 
between  citizens  of  different  States."  The 
olanse  first  read  is  general ;  the  power  extends 
to  "  all  oases  in  law  and  eqnity,  arising  nnder 
the  constitution."  Sea.,  and  even  the  latter 
clause  is  entirely  unqualified;  no  particolar 
class  of  "  oontroversies  between  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent States "  is  designated,  and  no  power  is 
given  to  Congress  to  limit  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  And  yet,  air,  in  providing  for  the 
exercose  of  this  jurisdiction  by  the  oircait 
courts  of  the  United  States,  "  in  anita  of  a  civil 
nature  at  conunon  law,  or  in  equity,  where  the 
United  States  are  plainti^  or  an  alien  is  a 
party,  or  the  suit  is  tietween  a  citizen  of  the  State 
where  the  suit  is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  an- 
other State,"  the  eleventh  section  of  the  Judi- 
ciary act  requires  that  the  matter  in  dispute 
should  "  exceed,  exclusive  of  ooats,  the  sum  or 
value  of  five  handred  dollars."  Will  any  oen- 
tieman  show  me  where  the  authority  is  given 
to  regulate  the  power  of  the  oourla,  or  the 
rights  of  the  parties,  by  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy !  What  clause  of  the  constitution  gives 
Congress  the  power  to  throw  open  the  doors  of 
the  federal  oonrta  to  an  individual  who  baa  a 
demand  of  six  hundred  dollars,  and  close  them 
against  him  who  claims  only  four  hundred  t 
None,  sir ;  there  ia  no  enth  clause ;  the  dis- 
tinction is  entirely  arbitrary  and   unauthw- 

Sir,  there  is  another  section  of  this  act  which 
merits  some  consideration.  The  twelfth  sec- 
tion provides,  that,  "if  a  snit  he  commenced 
in  any  State  court  against  an  alien,  or  by  a  cit- 
izen of  the  State  in  which  the  suit  is  brought 
against  a  dtizen  of  another  Stat^  and  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  and  t^e  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of 
entering  bis  appearance  in  such  State  oourt,  file 
a  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial 
'the  next  (Uait«d  States)  drooit  oonrt  to  be 
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held  in  tlie  district  wliere  the  suit  is  pending," 
tlien,  on  certain  conditions,  the  State  court  ia 
prohibited  from  proceeding  any  further,  but 
the  cause  shall  be  removed  to  the  circuit  court, 
"  and  then  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
bad  been  broogbt  there  by  orig^Dal  process." 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  mf  view,  tbls  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinarj  provision.  Here  is  an.  instance  of  a 
court's  being  ousted  of  its  legitimate  jurisdic* 
tion,  without  being  permitted  to  pronounce  a 
judgment,  and  that  without  the  consent  of  one 
of  Uie  parties.  I  say  its  legitimate  Jurisdiction 
— for  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  cause  which 
maj  be  thns  removed  is  not  cognizable  bj  the 
State  court  If  this  were  the  case,  the  party 
woold  have  only  to  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court,  and  terminate  the  suit  at  once.  But 
the  law,  from  its  phraseology,  evidently  con- 
templates causes  in  which  the  State  courts  have 
concurrent  Jurisdiction  with  the  courts  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  If  the  defendant  chooses 
to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  coart, 
and  permit  his  cause  to  be  tried,  its  judgment 
would,  doubtless,  be  valid  and  binding.  Here, 
then,  the  court  ts  dependent  on  the  consent  of 
the  party  for  the  eiercise  of  its  jurisdiction.  I 
repeat  that  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  pro- 
visioD,  and,  bo  hr  as  I  am  informed,  without  a 
precedent :  cerUdnly  the  country  from  which 
we  derive  moat  of  onr  principles  of  Jurispm- 
dence  farniahes  no  similar  proceedings,  and  I 
am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  in  any  of  the 
States  where  they  have  courts  of  different 
grades,  possessing,  tn  many  instances,  concur- 
rent jurisdiction.  I  will  not  .Bay  that  the 
law  giving  this  privilege  of  removing  a  cause 
trom  the  State  to  the  United  States  coortis,  is 
contrary  to  the  constitntion  ;  but  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  snch  a  proceeding  was  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  that  inBtrament.  I  have  re- 
ferred to  these  different  sections  of  the  judi- 
ciary act,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how 
mnoh  is  wanting  of  that  perfection  which  is 
imputed  to  it,  and  to  lessen  that  sanctity  which 
is  attempted  to  be  thrown  round  it.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  section 
niore  immediately  in  question — that  section 
which  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court  its  omnipo- 
tent powers. 

The  twenty-flfth  section  of  the  act  referred 
to  declares  that  "  a  final  judgment  or  decree  in 
any  suit  in  the  highest  court  of  law  or  equity 
of  a  State  in  which  a  decision  in  the  suit  could 
be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity 
of  a  treaty  or  statnte  of,  or  an  authority  eier- 
cised  under,  the  United  States,  and  the  decision 
is  against  their  validity;  or  where  is  drawn  in 
question  the  validity  of  a  statute  of,  or  an  an- 
■mority  exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the 
ground  of  their  being  repugnant  to  the  consti- 
tution, treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  decision  is  in  favor  of  snch  their  valid- 
ity," &c..  "  may  be  re-examined,  and  reversed 
or  affirmed,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  upon  a  writ  of  error,"  to.  The  first 
idea  that  suggests  itself  to  the  mind,  in  reading 
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this  section,  is,  the  distinction  mad«  between 
the  parties  to  the  suit,  in  allowing  an  appeal. 
An  action  is  brought  in  a  State  court ;  the  de- 
fendant sets  up,  in  his  defence,  a  trea^,  or  the 
constitution,  or  a  law  of  the  United  StAt«s.  It 
there  be  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  fh>m  the  decision  which  may  he  madi^ 
it  must  be  derived  from  that  clause  of  tJra  con- 
stitution conferring  on  the  Supreme  Court  its 
appellate  powers ;  but  that  clause  extends  the 
power  to  "  all  cases  in  law  or  equity,  ariring 
under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made  tinder  their  anthor- 
ityi"  whereasthistwenty'fifthsectirai  confines 
it  to  oases  where  the  decision  shall  be  against 
the  validity  of  the  treaty,  constitution,  Ae. 
The  case,  then,  so  far  as  r^ards  the  Sapreme 
Court,  arises  under  the  decision  of  the  State 
court,  and  not  under  the  constitution  or  treaty. 
The  party  who  seta  up  this  defence  has  a 
double  advantage ;  if  his  plea  is  overmled,  he 
appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  de- 
cision may  be  reversed  ;  but,  if  it  is  sustained, 
his  adversary  has  no  resort — the  judgment  of 
the  Stale  court  is  final.  Is  there  not  manifeet 
inequality  and  injustice  here !  And  will  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  by  what  forced  construction  of 
the  constitution  (t^t  convenient  auxiliary  of 
the  advocates  for  ^wer)  they  establish  the 
right  of  Congress  thns  to  discriminate  between 
individualB  prosecuting  their  rights  in  oar 
courts  of  justice!  Sir,  this  is  the  law  on 
which,  we  are  gravely  told,  the  union  of  these 
States  depends — the  provisions  of  which  are 
so  perfec^  and  its  character  so  sacred,  th^  in 
the  opinion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Peun^lvania,  (Hr.  Ok&wfobd,)  even  to  toneh 
it  is  profanity  I 

1  come  now,  B^d  Mr.  P„  to  the  prinoipsl, 
and  much  the  most  important,  feature  of  this 
celebrated  section — the  power  it  oon&rs  on  the 
Supreme  Oomt  to  re-examine  and  revere©  the 
judgments  of  the  State  courts.  And  here,  eir, 
the  simple  inquiry  is,  whether  this  power  ia 
given  by  the  constitution.  For,  if  it  is  not^  it 
will  not  be  contended  that  it  can  be  eonflerred 
by  statute.  On  tiie  oontrary,  if  the  oonstttn- 
tion  does  give  the  power,  a  repeal  of  this  aeo- 
tion  would  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  it  by 
the  oonrt.  The  powers  end  dntiee  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  oP  the  Government  are 
specified  and  defined  by  the  constitution ;  the 
mode  of  their  exercise  is,  in  many  instanoes, 
prescribed  by  Btatut«,  If  the  twenty-fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  jadieiary  act  had  merely  pointod 
out  the  manner  in  which  appeals  should  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  tnere  could  be  no 
olgeotion  to  it-— it  would  then  only  have  been 
nec^aary  to  turn  to  the  constitution,  and  ascer- 
tain to  what  oases,  and  from  what  tribunal, 
this  right  applies.  But  our  otgeotion  Is,  that, 
by  this  section,  powers  are  conferred  on  the 
Supreme  Court,  not  anthorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  alarming  to  the  rights  of  the  State 
courts,  and  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

The  first  argument  whi^  I  Ttonld  nrge,  (and 
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to  1117  mind  it  is  perfectly  concloaive,)  to  show 
that  th«  ooDftitation  doea  not  give  the  Supreme 
OOQrt  the  right  to  review  and  decide  upon  the 
jodgraents  of  the  State  ooarta,  10,  that  that 
power  a  not  speolfied  in  the  constitution  itself. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are 
divided  into  three  departments,  legislative,  ex- 
«ontive,  and  judtdal.  The  powers  asugned  to 
«»ch  are  speiMed  and  defined — and  to  none  of 
the  departmenta  more  .^articnlarly  than  to  the 
jndieiat.     Verj  extensive    (and    I    will   add 


•pecifioaiiy  enumerated.  The  agenta,  too,  hy 
vhom  thsM  powers  are  to  be  admiaistered,  are 
poioted  ont~by  "  one  Supreme  Conrt,  and 
aneh  inferior  oourts  as  Congress  outy,  &om 
tune  to  time,  ordun  sad  establish." 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  throughoat  the 
eonstitution,  there  is  not  the  slightest  conneo- 
tion  indicated  between  any  of  the  departmenta 
of  the  Federal  with  similar  departments  of  the 
State  GoTSTDments.  No  anch  connection  was 
intended,  and,  least  of  all,  a  snpervisory  power 
over  any  departmenta  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments, acting  within  the  sphere  of  their  re- 
tained BOverEignty.  Have  gentlemen  forgotten 
the  proposition  made  in  the  federal  conrecition 
to  vest  Oongress  with  the  power  to  negative 
the  laws  of  the  State  Legislatures!  And  can 
there  be  a  donbt  that  an  effort  to  give  the  fed- 
eral Jndieiary  the  power  to  revise  and  reverse 
titte  jndgments  of  the  State  eonrts  would  have 
■hand  the  same  fate?    Sir,  the  ii  ' 


ngnta  of  the  States,  at  the  powers  proposed  to 
Im  given  to  the  Oeneral  Government^  are  mat^ 
tar*  of  history,  and  how  well  fonnded  they 
were,  let  history  answer. 

But,  air,  there  is  another  reason,  which  ia 
very  aatisfiutory  to  me  that  this  right  of  ap- 
peal from  a  State  to  the  United  States  court 
waa  not  onderstood,  at  the  formation  of  the 
eonatitntian,  to  have  been  pven;  and  that  is, 
that,  in  the  debates  ofthe  State  conventions 
m  the  ratiDoation  of  the  constitution,  there  ia 
■o  reference  to  this  power.  Had  snoh  been 
th6  aaderataading,  the  olanse  supposed  to  con- 
far  it  ooold  not  have  passed  unnoticed.  What, 
air,  a  elaoae  which  has  the  tendency,  not  only 
to  prostrate  the  dignity  of  State  courts,  bnt  to 
hninble  the  soverognty  of  State  Governments, 
at  the  foot  of  this  Migaat  tribnnal,  not  to  have 
•Umted  even  a  paesing, remark!  When  every 
part  of  the  eonatiCntion  was  ao  acmtinized,  and 
almost  every  power  proposed  to  be  oonfbrred 
•o  sealonsly  resisted  by  uiose  jealons  advocates 
of  State  rights  in  the  Virginia  convention,  can 
it  be  bdieved  that  this  overshadowing,  this 
omnipotent  power,  would  have  excited  no  ap- 
prebeDsiODt  Sir,  if  the  keen  and  *eagle  eye  of 
Fatriok  Henry  had  but  deteo^d  it  larking  un- 
der those  ternia,  "  appellate  Jurisdiction  "—had 
h»  imiagined  that  it  referred  to  appeals  from 
State  eoarta,  he  wonld  have  exposed  and  de- 
DDODeed  it — and  in  that  glowing  and  powerful 
e  which  was  bo  peenliarly  hia  own,  he 


would  have  warned  hia  countrymen  of  "the 
chuna  that  were  forging  for  them." 

But,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  have  aome  other  evidence, 
of  rather  a  more  direct  and  positive  character ; 
and  to  thia  I  particnlarly  ask  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  conven- 
tion of  that  State  which  ratified  the  federal 
constitution  proposed  a  number  of  amend- 
ments, and  among  them  was  the  foUowing : 
"  That  the  Congress  shall  not  conatituce,  or- 
dain, or  establish  any  tribonals  of  inferior 
courts  with  any  other  than  E^pellate  Jurisdic- 
tion, except  snoh  as  may  he  necessary  for  the 
trial  of  causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  iu- 
lisdJction,  and  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felo- 
nies oommitted  on  the  high  seas;  and  in  all 
other  cases  to  which  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  Stetes  extends,  and  in  wnioh  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Statea  has  not 
original  jurisdiction,  the  causes  shall  be  heard, 
tried,  and  determined  in  some  one  of  the  State 
conrta,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Conrt  of  the  United  Slates,  or  other  proper 
tribunal,  to  be  established  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Congress,  with  snch  exceptions,  and  nnder 
ancb  reflations,  aa  the  Congreaa  lifaall  make." 
Now,  sir,  can  we  have  any  doubt  of  the  opin- 
ion entertained  by  this  convention  as  to  the 
appellate  power  conferred  on  the  Supreme 
Caiirt  by  the  constitution  t  W3I  gantiemen  be- 
lieve that  that  convention  of  sages  wonld  have 
gravely  proposed  to  amend  the  constitntion  so 
as  to  confer  powers  already  granted  !  Sir,  no 
man  can  believe  it.  They  conceived,  aa  the 
mtyority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  now 
allege,  that  this  constitntion  did  not  give  this 
right  of  appeal;  and,  for  the  expreesion  of  this 
opinion,  we  have  l>een  denounced  in  nnineas- 
nred  terms.  Sir,  geutiemen  most  pardon  me 
when  I  tell  them  they  have  not  examined  thia 
question ;  they  have  been  alarmed  by  the 
clamor  which  was  raised,  and  were  afraid  to 
suffer  even  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  lest  the^ 
too  shoald  be  classed  with  the  nullifiers,  trai- 
tors, and  disunionists. 

In  reference  to  the  provirion  of  removing 
oertun  cases  from  the  State  courts  to  the 
United  States  circait  court,  previons  to  any 
judgment  being  rendered,  I  stated,  said  Mr.  F,, 
that  I  beUevea  this  was  a  provision  perfecUy 
anomalous ;  that  there  was  no  precedent  for  it 
in  England,  nor  in  any  of  the  States.  I  have 
fflnce  nnderatood  that  in  some  of  the  States 
casea  may  be  transferred  from  the  oonrt  In 
which  they  were  commenced  to  one  of  a  higher 
grade,  I  make  this  correction,  beoansel  do 
not  wish  to  fonnd  an  argument  on  any  errone- 
ous assumption  of  facta.  There  is,  however,  a 
w|de  difference  between  removing  cases  from 
one  court  to  another  of  the  same  State,  and  a 
removal  from  a  State  court,  clothed,  by 'the 
constitntion  of  its  own  Stete,  with  power  to 
bear,  and  finally  determine,  the  cause,  to  a  court 
of  the  United  States.  Between  the  former,  by 
the  constitntion  of  the  State,  there  is  a  direct 
conneetion;    not   so  with  the  latter.     And 
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Although  it  was  oompetent  to  the  A-omers  of 
the  constjtation  to  have  given  that  right  of  re- 
moving a  caae  from  the  Bute  to  the  Uoited 
States  court,  I  cannot  conceive  that  that  right 
is  fairly  inferrible  from  the  oonstitation  as  it 

But  if  this  right  does  exist,  wA  if  CoogreM 
IDB7  now,  by  law,  provide  for  its  exercise,  it 
fnrniBheB  one  of  the  Btroogeat  argnmente  agunet 
the  right  of  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  a 
Btate  court.  For  if  a  party,  on  being  sued  in 
a  StBl«  ooort,  may  remove  the  cause  to  a  fede- 
ral court,  and  doe«  not  choose  to  avail  himself 
of  bis  privile^^  he  cannot  complain  of  the 
judgment  which  may  be  rendered ;  he  has  vol- 
untarily submitted  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
State  court,  and  should,  therefore,  be  bound  to  ' 
abide  the  decision.  The  pluntitf  having  se- 
lected the  tribunal  to  adjudicate  hia  rights, 
woald  have  gtill  lees  canse  of  oomplunt  if  that 
deoiuon  should  be  gainst  hiin. 

The  disrespect  shown  to  the  dignity  of  State 
conrta,  by  subjecting  their  judgments  to  revisal 
by  the  Snpreme  Oourt,  ta  a  matter  of  little  im- 
portance to  those  who  regard  them  as  Inferior 
or  subordinate  to  the  federal  tribunals ;  bnt, 
air,  regarding,  as  I  do,  the  State  insUtntioDS, 
while  actJDg  within  tlie  sphere  of  the  sover- 
eignty retained  by  the  States,  as  snbordinate  to 
no  power  whatever,  I  never  can  oonswit  to  see 
them  thus  degraded  in  rank,  and  shorn  of  tlieb 
righta. 

There  are  some  other  clansea  of  the  consti- 
tution conferring  Jurisdiction  on  the  Supreme 
Oonrl,  the  meaning  and  extent  of  which  I  will 
take  this  occasion  to  examine,  as  they  are  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  snttject  of  this  in- 
vestigation. I  am  the  more  gratified  at  having 
the  opportnnlty  to  do  so,  because  it  will  enable 
me  to  enter  into  the  defence  of  certain  priaci- 

gles  which  have  long  been  muntained  Dy  the 
tate  of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  representa- 
tive; principles  which  she  holds  most  sacred, 
and  which  she  will  not  tamely  yield.  But  I 
will  not  fatigue  the  Bouse  with  an  argument  of 
my  own.  So,  tar,  I  will  not  rely  on  my  own 
feeble  arm,  when  I  have  weuHins  so  much 
more  powerful  and  effective  within  my  reaoh. 
Sir,  wlien  I  present  the  recorded  opinions  and 
expositions  of  James  Madison  and  John  Mar- 
shall, I  know  they  must  command  the  re^>ect 
of  this  Bouse ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  no  little 
prid^  and  gratification,  ^at  most  of  the  promi- 
nent principles  for  which  Georgia  has  contend- 
ed, in  her  oontroversies  with  t^e  General  Gov- 
ernment, are  amply  supported  by  the  opinions 
of  these  distinguished  men. 

The  first  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  which 
I  refer,  is  that  which  gives  to  the  Supreme 
Court  jurisdiction  in  "  controverues  between  a 
State  and  citizens  «f  another  State."  Now,  let 
us  hear  the  reason  why  this  power  was  con- 
ferred. I  give  it  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Madison, 
and  particularly  invite  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men who  place  so  much  reliance  on  the  ezpon- 
tion  of  the  constitution  made  cotemporanaously 


with  its  formation.  I  read  from  Mr.  Madiatm^ 
speech  in  the  Virginia  convention,  in  reply  to 
gentleman  who  were  vehemently  opposed  to 
tbe  ratification  of  the  constitution:  "Its  (the 
federal  oourt's)  jurisdiction  in  controversiea  be- 
tween a  State  and  citizens  of  another  Stats," 
says  the  gentleman,  "  is  much  objeoted  to,  and 
perhaps  without  reaoon.  It  is  not  in  tlie  power 
of  individuals  to  call  any  State  into  qourt.  The 
only  operation  it  can  have,  is,  that,  if  a  Stata 
should  wish  to  bring  suit  against  a  citizen,  it 
must  be  brought  before  the  federal  court.  It 
appears  to  me  that  this  can  have  no  operatJoa 
but  this,  to  give  a  citizen  a  right  to  be  heard  id 
the  federal  courts ;  and,  if  a  State  should  con- 
descend to  be  a  party,  this  court  may  take  oog- 
nixance  of  it." 

What  st^B  Mr.  Marshall  on  the  same  onb- 
jeett  "With  respect  to  dilutee  between  & 
State  and  citizens  of  onothet  State,  its  (tbe 
federal  court's)  inrisdiction  has  been  decried 
with  annsual  venemence.  I  hope  no  gentle- 
man  wiU  think  that  a  Stata  wUl  be  called  at 
the  bar  of  the  federal  oourt.  Is  there  no  eoeh 
cose  at  present  ?  Are  there  not  many  eases  in 
which  the  Let^sloture  of  Vii^nia  is  a  party? 
And  yet  the  State  is  not  sued.  It  is  not  ra- 
tional to  Boppose  that  the  so verdgn  power  shall 
be  dragged  Wore  a  court.  The  intent  is,  to 
enable  States  to  recover  claims  of  iDdividDols 
residing  in  other  States.  I  contend  this  ctm- 
struotion  is  warranted  hy  the  words.  But,  say 
they,  (gentlemen  who  had  objected  to  this 
power,)  there  will  be  partiality  m  it,  if  a  State 
cannot  be  defendant — if  an  individual  cannot 
proceed  to  obtain  judgment  against  a  State, 
though  he  may  be  sued  hy  a  State."  What  is 
Mr.  Marshall's  reply  to  this  objection!  "  It  is 
necessary  to  l>e  so,  and  cannot  be  avoided.  I 
see  a  difficulty  in  making  a  State  defendant, 
which  does  not  prevent  its  being  made  plain- 
tiff." Sir,  I  make  no  comments  on  these  expo- 
sitions of  federal  court  powers — they  are  too 
plain  to  require  any. 

The  opinions  and  arguments  from  whicdi 
these  extracts  hare  been  read,  were  delivered 
in  the  year  1768.  Who  that  heard  them,  Mr. 
Speaker,  would  have  believed  that,  in  less  than 
five  years,  a  suit  would  have  been  instituted  in 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States,  by  an 
individual,  agMnst  one  of  the  States,  and  that 
the  jurisdiction  wonld  have  been  muntained  by 
the  court  I  Yet,  sir,  this  was  done  in  Bevertil 
instances ;  and  one  of  tlie  States  against  which 
snit  was  thns  brought,  was  Georgia  1  that  State 
which  seems  doomed  to  be  the  sutject  of  Gen- 
eral Government  experiments.  And  what 
course  did  Georiga  pursue?  Did  she  qui^ly 
submit  to  be  "dragged  before  the  courtf'' 
Did  she,  in  the  l^guage  of  Mr.  Jfadison, 
"  condescend  to  be  a  party  "  to  this  eoit  t  No, 
dr.  She  acted  flien  as  she  has  on  a  more  re- 
cent occasion.  She  considered  the  summons 
"  to  the  bar  of  the  Federal  (Supreme)  Court " 
as  an  attack  on  her  sovereignty;  and  shediir^ 
garded  it,  and  resolved  to  protect  herself  against 
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anj  Jodpoent  that  might  be  rendered  ag^nst 
h«r.  And  what  was  the  conseqaeDce  of  her 
firmaeaa  on  that  occiuion!  AlthoQgh,  perhaps, 
oensmed  and  abused  for  a  time,  as  TtBual,  she 
very  soon  aftar  had  the  aatisfaodon  of  seeing  her 
prinoiptea  reci^lzed  bj  her  sister  States,  as 
-was  clearijr  indieatad  hj  an  amendment  to  the 


be  omatmed  to  eitend  to  an;  suit  in  law  or 
eqoi^  ooDuneoced  or  proseoated  agunst  one  of 
the  United  States  bj  citizens  of  another  State, 
or  bj  eiticens  or  sabjecta  of  anj  foreign 
StaUk" 

But  there  ia  another  branch  of  Jmrisdiction 
wbiah  is  olaimed  for  the  Supreme  Ooart,  nnder 
the  constitntjon,  but  more  especiaU;  nnder  the 
tiraaty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  and 
which  lias  been,  very  recently,  absolntely  de- 
nied by  the  public  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  And  that  is,  the  right  of  the  Sa- 
prrane  Conrt,  nnder  its  af)pellate  power,  to  re- 
Ttew  and  determine  on  the  judgment  of  a  State 
court  in  a  criminal  prosecntion,  in  which  the 
Stata  is  a  party.  Sir,  the  view  taken  of  this 
Bobject  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  oalebrated  Vir- 
ginia report  of  '99,  is  so  clear  and  oonclndve, 
that  I  cannot  deny  myself  tlie  pleasure  of  read- 
ing it  to  the  House :  "  The  expreaaion  '  cases 
in  law  and  eqnity '  (in  the  constitution)  is 
manifestly  confined  to  oases  of  a  civil  nature ; 
aod  wonid  exclude  cases  of  criminal  Juriadic- 
Uon;  criminal  cases  in  law  and  eanity  would 
be  a  laognage  unknown  to  the  law." 

"  The  snooeeding  paragraph  of  the  same  seC' 
tion," otntionea  the  report,  "ia  in  harmony  " 
vith  thia  conatmction.  It  is  in  these  words ; 
"  In  all  caaei  affecting  ambassadors,  other  pnij- 
lia  miniatera,  and  'Consnla,  and  those  in  which 
a  State  ehall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court 
aball  have  original  jurisdiction.  In  all  the 
other  eaaea,  (including  cases  in  law  and  equity 
arising  under  the  conatitntion,)  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appeUate  JnriadiclJou,  both  as 
to  law  and  fhct,  with  such  ezceptjoua,  and  nn- 
der ssch  r^inlatjons,  as  Congress  Hhall  make. 
This  paragrtph,  by  expressly  eiving  an  appel- 
late joriadietion  in  cases  of  law  and  equity 
ariong  under  the  constitution,  to  fact  as  well 
aa  to  Jaw,  clearly  excludes  criminal  cases,  where 
the  trial  by  Jury  is  seonred,  beoaase  the  fact  in 
enoh  CAsea  is  not  a  subject  of  ^peal." 

"  Onee  more  "  (the  report  adds)  "  the  amend- 
ment last  added  to  the  conatitntion  deserves 
attention,  as  throwing  light  on  this  snbjeoL 
Thejodicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  coostmed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law 
or  eqnity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one 
of  the  United  States  by  citizens  oi  another 
State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foneign 
power.  As  it  will  not  be  pretended  titat  any 
criminal  proceeding  could  take  place  against  a 
State,  the  terms  law  or  equity  must  be  under- 
•tood  as  appn^riate  to  dvil,  in  eidolon  of 
eriminal  case*." 

Snch,  sir,  are  the  sentiments  and  reasoning 


of  this  great  Btatesmaa  on  this  point.  What . 
consideration  they  may  be  entitled  to,  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  the  House,  As, 
however,  his  opinions  on  other  subjects  are  so 
much  songht  after  of  late,  and  so  much  ad- 
mired, I  trust  they  will  not  be  without  their 
weight  on  this. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  another  authority, 
bearing  so  directly  on  this  point,  that  it  must 
not  l>e  passed  over  unnoti<»d — and  to  which 
the  serious  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  is  ag^  moat  specially  invited.  I 
have  already  stated  that  when  tbe  convention 
of  that  State  ratified  the  federal  oonstitntion, 
they  proposed  several  amendments,  which  they 
urged  should  bo  adopted.  They  also  prefiied 
to  their  assent  to  the  ratification  a  declamtioo 
of  certain  rights  and  principles  which  they 
conceived  were  not  afi[eotad  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  and  then  added :  "  Under  these  impres- 
sions, and  declaring  that  the  rights  aforesaid 
cannot  be  abridged  or  violated,  and  that  the 
explanations  aforesaid  are  consistent  with  the 
said  constitution,"  Ac,  "We,  the  said  dele- 
gates, do  assent  to  and  ratify  the  said  constitu- 
tion," Now,  wr,  one  of  these  "  explanation? 
consistent  with  the  constitution"  is  in  these 
words;  "That  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  in  which  a  State  may 
be  a  party,  does  not  extend  to  criminal  prose- 
cutions, or  to  authorize  any  snit  by  any  person 
ag^nst  a  State."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a  well- 
established  principle  of  uie  common  law,  as 
well  as  the  plain  dictate  of  common  sense,  that 
a  contract  is  to  be  ooostrued  as  understood  by 
the  parties  to  it  at  the  time  it  was  made.  The 
oonstitation  is  a  contract  between  the  different 
States  of  this  Union,  New  York  was  a  party, 
and  a  very  important  party,  to  this  contracc ; 
and  she  resolved  to  leave  no  nncertointy  as  to 
her  understanding  of  it,  or  of  the  obligations 
she  was  about  to  assume.  Sir,  it  would  really 
seem  as  if  the  members  of  that  convention 
looked  forward  with  a  prophetic  eye  to  the  dis- 
position of  this  Government  to  acquire,  by  the 
aid  of  construction,  powers  not  delegated  to  it, 
and  that  they  determined  to  plant  round  It  as 
many  guards  as  possible  against  these  danger* 
ous  encroachments.  And  when,  among  the 
distinguished  names  of  which  that  convention 
was  composed,  we  find  those  of  Jay,  Clinton, 
Hamilton,  Morris,  Livingston,  and  many  oth- 
ers, the  coDBtruotioo  which  they  placed  on  tbe 
constitution  is  entitied  to  the  highest  respect. 

There  is  only  one  more  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution, with  which  I  intend  to  trouble  tbe 
House ;  it  is  that  which  extends  the  power  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  "controversies  between 
a  State  and  foreign  States."  Let  us  inquire  of 
Mr.  Madison  what  is  the  intent  and  extent  of 
thb  jurisdiction:  "The  next  esse  (says  thia 
Bentlemui  in  theVirginiii  convention)  provides 
for  disputes  between  a  foreign  State  and  one  of 
onr  States,  should  such  a  csae  ever  arise ;  and 
between  a  citizen,  and  a  foreign  citizen,  or  sub- 
ject.   I  do  not  conceive  that  any  oontrovarar 
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•  can  ever  be  dedded  in  thrae  conrto,  betveen 
an  American  and  a  foreign  State,  vttboal  the 
oonaent  of  the  parties.  If  tbej  oonseDt,  pro- 
TJsioa  is  bere  made." 

To  this  opinioD,  I  bex  leave  to  add  that  of 
ttr.  John  Marshall,  on  the  same  occasion.  lu 
reply  to  tSr.  GeorKe  MasoD,  Ur.  Uarshall  says: 
"  He  (Hr.  Mason)  oljecte  to  its  (the  federal 
oonrt'aj  jurisdiction  in  controversies  between  a 
Btate  and  a  foreign  State.  Snppose,  saja  be, 
in  sach  a  suit  a  foreign  State  is  cast,  will  she 
be  bonnd  by  the  decision  }  If  a  foreign  Btate 
brongbt  a  snit  against  the  commonwealth  of 
Virgmia,  woald  she  not  be  barred  itoin  the 
daim,  if  the  federal  jndiciary  thoaght  it  on- 
JQstt  The  preTioDS  oonsent  of  the  partiee  ia 
necessary." 

IliQs  we  see  these  two  gentlemen  conciurriog 
In  the  opmion,  that  to  enable  the  Snpreme 
Oonrt  to  exercise  thia  jurisdiction,  the  consent 
of  the  parties,  the  States,  is  indispensable. 

To  show  more  clearly  the  absurdity  of  this 
doctrine,  that  a  foreign  State  may  bring  one  of 
these  States  into  the  Snpreme  Conrt,  permit 
me,  Mr.  Speaker,  tfl  present  a  single  case,  as  an 
Ulnstration.  There  has  recently  been  a  dispnte 
between  the  State  of  Maine  and  the  province 
of  New  Bmnswick.  Instead,  then,  of  settling 
it  by  negotiation  between  Uie  two  Govem- 
menta,  eappose  Great  Britain  had  bronght  an 
action  in  ttie  Snpreme  Conrt  against  Maine,  for 
the  disputed  territory.  Sir,  it  would  have  been 
the  stwiding  Jest  of  the  day ;  it  would  have 
been  too  luutcroos  for  grave  jndicial  conudera- 
tioD.  Yet,  a  people  riding  within  the  limibs 
of  the  State  of  Geor^a,  who,  some  fonr  or  five 
years  ago,  declared  themselves  independent, 
have,  as  ramor  informs  ns,  institnted  snit  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  as  a  foreign  nation,  a^nst 
that  State — and  that,  too,  under  the  advioe  of 
distinguished  counsel.  That  such  a  case  will 
be  sustained,  I  cannot  believe.  Georgia  has 
not  only  given  no  consent  to  have  the  case  ad- 

{ndicated  by  the  court,  bat  she  will  not  feel 
i^rself  bonnd  by  any  judgment  that  may  l>e 
awarded.  , 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  itave  spoken  of  the  powers  of 
the  Snpreme  Court,  particularly  as  specified  in 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  as 
being  vast  and  alarming.  I  concur  moat  sin- 
oarely  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  jaj  wor- 
thy friend  from  Oonneoticnt,  (Mr.  HptrriNo- 
TDN,}  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that,  "  in 
comparison  with  the  judiciary,  all  the  other 
departments  of  this  Government  are  weak  and 
powerless."  But,  sir,  when  the  gentleman 
added,  Uiat  it  controlled  ev«i  sovereignty  itself^ 
by  pointing  it  to  the  clause  whioh  says,  "  thus 
f^  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther,"  I  ooofess  I 
did  not  correctly  nnderstand  the  import  of  hb 
language.  Little,  indeed,  did  I  dream  how 
soon  we  shonld  have  a  demonstration  of  this 
omnipotence,  and  that  my  devoted  State  was, 
as  usual,  to  be  the  sQbject 

Sir,  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak  of 
the  repeated  oonfliots  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
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her  days  of  darkness  and  of  trial — sometimea 
standing  almost  alone,  and  breasting  the  almost 
overwhelming  torrent  of  public  opinion.  Bnt 
she  remained  firm  and  unmoved;  and  when 
the  Btonv  has  passed  over,  when  the  exoite- 
ment  has  sDhsided,  she  has  had  the  proud  satio- 
fiuttion  to  see  her  principles  rect^nized,  and  to 
hear  her  course  approveil.  She  still  aots  npoa 
the  same  principles— she  still  pursues  the  sama 
straightforward  conrse ;  and,  in  her  present 
difficulties,  she  confidently  antioipatee  the  sama 
result.  She  only  carriee  into  practical  opern- 
tion  the  doctrines  so  clearly  laid  down,  and  hi 
ably  maintained,  by  Madison  and  Manhall ; 
these  are  the  "bnming  and  shining  lights" 
which  illuminate  her  path,  and  guide  ht^ 
course ;  and  it  is  for  an  mtelligent  and  impH^ 
tial  pnbliu  to  say  whether,  for  thus  acting,  she 
shonld  be  placed  nnder  the  4>an,  and  devoted 
to  destruction. 

Ur.  Speaker,  it  would  be  a  gross  affectation 
if  I  were  to  speak  of  the  distinguished  indirid- 
nals  who  adorn  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  in  any  otiier  terms  than  thoee  of  tbo 
most  profoond  respdat.  But  the  revwence 
which  IS  BO  generally  entertained  for  the  <Jiar- 
acters  of  the  judges  excites  some  of  the  great- 
est apprehenwons  as  to  the  dangers  likely  to 
grow  out  of  the  powers  of  the  oonrt.  Sir,  let 
ns  remember  not  only  that  these  judges  are 
fallible,  but  that  they  are  not  immortaL  Tfaat 
splendid  orb  which  has  been  so  long  the  centre 
ot  this  system — which  in  its  meridian  shone 
with  such  bright  efftalgenoe,  and  which  pre- 
serves such  mdd  and  steady  lostre  in  its  even- 
ing hours,  is  fast  verging  to  the  horizon,  and 
must  soon  set.  Its  distinguished  secondaries^ 
in  the  revolutions  of  years,  must  also  GniBb 
their  course — and  who  can  foresee  the  oharao- 
ter  of  their  successors  I  With  the  same  pow- 
ers, and  without  the  same  purity  of  parpoee  to 
direct  them,  who  can  tell  what  misohiefs  thejr 
may  not  ctnnmit  f  Against  these  dangers  it  is 
onr  dnty  to  guard.  We  cumot  too  cautioosljr 
and  securely  provide  against  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power.  No  policy  ia  more  unwia« 
and  unsafe,  than  that  of  confiding  powera  with 
reference  to  the  individual  by  whom  they  ar« 
to  be  exercised — no  matter  how  pure  and  ele- 
vated the  character  of  that  individaal  may  be. 
Sir,  it  was  for  the  purpoee  of  providing  ag^nat 


future  dangi 


luifjci.  oud  with  the  hope  (tf  checking 
1  evU  whioD  is  constantly  increasing,  and 
which  threatens  the  peace  and  harmony  of  onr 
country — the  interference  of  federal  with  State 
authorities — that  the  minority  of  the  Judicial^ 
Committee  were  induced  to  recommend  a  re- 
peal of  that  section  of  our  judiciary  act  which 
confers  upon  your  Snpreme  Court  suoh  nulim- 
Ited  powers. 

As  to  the  resolution  immediately  nnder  con- 
sideration, I  have  only  to  say,  in  oonolosion, 
that,  as  the  m^ority  and  minority  of  the  ocmd- 
raittee  dilfered  so  widely  in  their  views  <rf  Um 
qneatii  *  presented  to  them,  it  is  both  right  and 
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proper  that  the  people  at  large  should  see  the 
roasotting  bj  which  they  have  arrived  at  oos- 
olasions  so  entirely  opposite.  After  the  impn- 
tatiotu  which  have  been  oaat  vpoa  the  msjor- 
ity,  we  eonsider  It  a  matter  of  strict  justice 
that  their  views  sbonld  be  published,  aod  let 
an  nnprejadieed  world  determine  whether  we 
have  indeed  been  plotting  treason  in  the  very 
bosom  of  oor  national  connsels. 

Bevolutitmaty  Pmtioni. 

The  engn^sed  bill  making  (brther  provision 
for  tbe  snrvivinK  officers  and  eoldiers,  militia, 
-Btate  troops  ana  volanteers,  of  the  revolntion- 
KTf  MTTice,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
qaestion  atated  on  ite  passage. 

Ur.  TsazTun  rose,  and  said  he  waa  aware 
of  the  neat  m^ority  by  which  this  bill  had 
been  ordered  to  be  engnMsed  yesterday,  and  he 
knew  he  was  prwentiag  himself  in  an  unenvi- 
able position  by  interposing  any  obstacles  to 
its  immediate  passage ;  yet,  oontempiating  the 
effects  whioh  it  must  prodnoe  npon  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Government,  he  felt  con- 
Bb^ned.  by  a  Dense  of  duty,  to  throw  himself, 
for  a  snort  time,  npon  tlie  coorteey  of  the 
Bonse.  Not  oontent  with  the  bonntifiil  liber- 
ality already  extended  to  the  brave  and  gallant 
men  who  were  engaged  in  most  of  the  hard- 
fonght  battles  in  that  evontftil  war,  which  ter- 
tninsted  in  establishing  onr  independence,  we 
are  now  called  anon  to  adopt  a  measure  that 
will  embrace  wtttiin  the  scope  of  its  bounty  all 
who  sorvive,  and  which  most  neoeesarily  in- 
crease the  number  of  pensioners  to  as  un- 
known extent,  and  create  demands  npon  the 
Ti«asnry,  that  will  absorb  a  large  proportion 
of  your  cnrrent  revenue.  Is  the  list  of  pen- 
rfoners  not  sn'fficieotly  swelled  under  the  exists 
log  laws,  that  we  mnst  dispense  with  the  pra- 
dent  limitations  imposed  npon  the  bounty  of 
tiis  Oovemment,  ana  invite  mnltitndes  who  are 
not  oUindng  it  m  a  right,  or  even  asking  it  as 
a  &ror,  to  partake  of  a  liberality  almost  with- 
out ^nnda,  and  certainly  nnpreoedented  T 

At  preeeut,  a  peiunOD  cannot  be  obtain^  nn- 
IcM  the  applicant  is  in  necessitons  circnm- 
sUooes ;  and  tie  is  held  to  strict  proof  of  the 


■bmdlng  these  wise  and  salutary  restrictions, 
intended  to  oonfine  the  benefits  of  yonr  pen- 
•ion  system  to  those  who  really  stand  in  need 
of  the  assUtanoe  of  their  oonntry,  and  to  guard 

Kir  Treasury  ag^nst  frands — not  leas  than 
ween  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  are  at  this 
time  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  bounty,  requir- 
ing. I  think,  an  annnal  expenditure  of  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
From  this  data  a  prol>able  conjecture  might  tw 
filmed  as  to  the  eSbcts  of  this  bill,  should  it 
poaa,  in  tncreasing  the  number  of  penrioners, 
and  the  annnal  expenditure  to  t>e  nude  for  the 
payment  of  their  pensions. 
Ur.  T.  said  UiBt  he  did  not  know  what 
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soldiers  entegedin  tiie  revolu' 
ttonary  war.  The  number,  however,  must 
have  been  very  great,  if  the  militia,  as  well  as 
those  in  the  continental  line,  are  included  in 
the  estimate.  The  war  was  waged  for  seven 
years,  and  was  actively  prosoonted  from  one 
extremity  of  the  Fnion  to  tlie  other.  No  part 
of  the  seaboard  escaped  its  ravages,  and  the 
Uitia,  in  aid  of  the  regular  forces,  were  fre- 
ently  called  out  in  all  the  Stat^  and  but 
w  performed  a  service  for  a  shorter  period 
than  six  months.  It  cannot  be  donbted  that 
there  ore  many  thousands,  scattered  over  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  who  will  be  entitied 
' )  the  benefits  ooatemplatod  by  this  bill,  and 
'ill  avail  themselves  of  its  provisions.  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  absolute  aconraoy 
upon  this  'subject,  but  the  number  of  pension- 
ers DOW  on  the  roll  fbmishea  a  rale  that  will  eDa- 
hie  US  to  approximate  snfflciently  near  the  troth. 
At  present  it  should  be  remembered,  that, 
with  tie  exception  of  those  who  were  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  18aS-'9,  none  but  the  mdigent, 
who  have  served  continnonsly  nine  months  in 
the  continental  line,  are  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  the  pension  acts.  The  possession  of  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  prmer^ 
exolndes  the  soldier  firom  this  bounty.  Wiui 
these  restricHona,  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
number  at  present  npon  the  pension  list  amounts 
to  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand.  It 
ouinot  be  reasonably  supposed  that  one-third 
of  the  survivors  of  that  band  of  patriote,  who 
knew  so  well  how  to  estimate  the  value  of  lib- 
erty, and  eneonntwed  snoh  fearful  perils  to  se- 
cure its  posBestBtm  to  tbemadves  and  their  pos- 
terity, have  been  ao  regardlessof  their  comfort 
and  independeDoe  as,  uter  a  lapse  of  fifty  years, 


poesesMon  of  less  than  three  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  property.  Admit,  however,  that  one- 
third  of  these  men,  either  by  misfortnne  or  im- 
providence, have  been  redooed  to  this  oondi- 
tioQ.  Remove  tlie  restrictions  at  present  im- 
posed, and  from  the  ranks  of  the  continental 
line  done  you  will  have  a  list  of  pensioners 
amounting  to  between  thirty  and  thirty-«iz 
^thonsand.  The  relative  proportion  of  militia 
and  ooDtinental  troops  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  preoisioQ ;  but  tne  history  of  those  times,  , 
and  the  reooUeofion  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
scenes  of  that  period,  and  yet  live,  will  bear  me 
ODt  in  saying  that  the  militia  engaged  in  the 
revolutionary  stru^e,  at  different  times  from 
its  oommenoement  to  its  termination,  ^(reatly 
exceeded  the  unmber  of  r^ular  or  oontmental 
troops.  If  they  were  only  equal  in  number,  it 
is  clearly  shown  that,  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  you  will  increase  the  list  of  pensioners 
fWtm  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand,  to 
between  sixty  and  eighty  thousand.  With  this 
view  of  the  faol«,  an  opinion  may  be  hazarded, 
that,  to  maintain  your  pensioners,  the  sum  re- 
qnired  annnally,  iiutesd  of  being,  as  at  presenL 
between  twelve  and  fifteen  hundred  tncmaina 
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doll&rs,  will  be  between  six  and  ten  raillioos  of 
(loUuB.  Admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  suialleHt 
of  the  last-mentioaed  enms  will  be  required 
&DDU&lly  to  meet  the  ezpenditDres  to  be  incur- 
red by  the  adoption  of  this  meiaare,  where  is  it 
to  come  fromf  Yonr  TreasDry  may  be  in  a 
betttthfal  stat«.  It  As  no  doabt  prepared  to 
meet  expected  and  ordioarj  demands,  bat  it  ie 
not  to  redundant  as  to  be  able  h>  meet  one  so 
unexpected,  and  of  anch  an  extraordinary  char- 
acter, Mr.  Speaker,  wa  have  yet  a  heavy  and 
a  long-standing  debt  hanring  over  aa,  which 
aound  polioy  requires  aboiud  be  paid  before  tbia 
Hystem  of  waste  and  extravagance  sbonld  be 
indulged  in.  We  ahoald  be  juat  before  wa  are 
geuerouH.  If  this  bill  shotld  become  a  law, 
bow  will  tliia  debt  be  discharged?  It  la  evi- 
dent that  the  turn  which  will  be  atmaally  ro- 
^uired  to  carry  it  Into  effect  cannot  be  mpplied 
■Ota  the  onireDt  revenne,  unless  other  appro- 
priationa  necessary  to  the  ordinary  oarrent  ei- 
penses  of  the  Government  aboold  be  dispensed 
with,  or  yoa  invade  the  sinking  fond,  lon^  sinoe 
eBtabllshed,  and  sacredly  pledged  to  the  pay- 
'  ment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  pnl>Uo 
debt  If  yon  do  not  impose  additional  taxes 
or  borrow  money,  this  ainst  be  done ;  and,  as  a 
-  necessary  consequence,  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  will  be  postponed.  We  have  been 
told  by  the  Eieoative  that  the  revenue  of  the 
Government  was  equal  to  the  payment  of  this 
debt  as  early  as  the  year  18M,  or  1836  at 
furthest.  The  people  have  been  told  so  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  and  they  are  most  anx- 
ionsly  looking  forward  to  this  desirable  period. 
They  expect,  then,  to  be  relieved  from  that 
weight  of  taxes  by  which  they  have  been 
grievously  oppressed,  especially  since  the  year 
1S2S.  In  tliis  country,  as  in  all  others,  the 
people  look  to  the  degree  of  taxation  they  are 
exposed  to,  as  one  of  the  best  evidenoes  of  the 
wisdom  or  folly,  the  goodneas  or  badness,  of 
the  Government  under  which  they  live,  and  of 
those  who  administer  its  affairs.  When  their 
indostry  is  least  trammelled  by  onueoessary 
bnrdena,  and  they  ore  left  free  to  enjoy  the 
frnita  of  their  laW  with  the  least  possible  in- 


terference on  the  pul  of  the  Government,  they 

are  not  often  inclined  to  complain  of  the  aotd  kvt 

of  tile  Government ;  bat  under  a  state  of  toxa^  «ufibred 


1  which  is  felt  to  be  oppressive,  and  prom- 
ises to  be  perpetual,  they  will  complain,  and. 
their  complaints  most  ultimately  be  respected. 
With  a  view  to  avert  the  evils  be  ^iprehended 
would  flow  fVom  the  bill  if  it  passed  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  Mr.  T.  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion: 

"That  the  said  biO  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waji  and  Heans,  with  luBlructions  to 
Inquire  and  report  to  the  Houbg  the  amount  which 
will  probably  be  required  annually  to  curry  its 
provisloni  into  elTect,  and  the  unount  which  prob- 
ably woaid  be  annually  required  to  carry  the  said 
faQI  Into  eOect,  provided  i(i>  provisioni  were  restrict- 
ed to  theie  Drily  who  are  in  sueh  redoced  circum- 
■Mnces  in  life  OS  to  stand  in  need  of  siBdilonce  of 
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the  country  for  support ;  sod  further  to  inquire  sad 
report  whether  the  amount  which  may  be  required  < 
to  carry  the  provisions  cf  ibe  said  bill  into  effect 
can  be  drawn  rroni  the  Treasury  without  Invading 
the  siukicg  fund,  and  thereby  postponing  the  pay- 
meat  of  the  public  debt." 

Heretofore,  oaid  Mr.  T.,  the  polioy  of  this 
Government  had  been  to  confine  the  benefits 
of  the  pension  law  to  those  who  had  been  dis- 
abled in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
coantry,  and  to  those  who  had  served  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  were  rednced  ta  a  state 
of  indigence  and  want.  Now,  it  la  proposed  to 
go  beyond  this  policy,  and  lo  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  splendid  pension  system.  All  who 
participated  in  the  war  of  the  rcvolutjon,  no 
matter  what  their  merits  may  be,  are  invited 
to  come  forward  and  throw  themselves  upon 
the  charity  and  beneficenoe  of  the  Goveniineal 
— a  BtunptnouB  banquet  is  to  be  spread,  and  the 
country  is  to  be  ransacked  to  gather  together 
multitudes  to  riot  and  revel  at  the  feast.  It  is 
not  in  hnman  nature  to  resist  on  invitation  so 
strongly  appealing  to  its  cupidity  and  avarice. 
All  who  remain,  of  the  r^ular  army,  or  militia 
of  the  wax  of  the  revolutioit,  will  be  quartered 
upon  yonr  Treasury. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  be  knew  that  mnch  bad  been 
said,  in  and  ont  of  the  Honse,  of  the  meritorious 
aervioes  of  the  revolutionary  patriots,  and  of 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  the  country  owed 
them.  No  one  was  more  ready  than  be  was  to 
award  to  them  that  meed  of  praise  to  which 
they  were  so  riohly  entitled ;  and  he  entertain- 
ed so  exalted  an  opinion  of  the  patriotism  by 
which  he  trusted  they  were  still  animated,  that 
he  believed  he  should  go  as  fkr  as  any  of  them 
deured,  if  he  contributed  in  his  station  here  to 
extend  relief  to  snch'of  them  as  really  stood  in 
need  of  assistance  from  their  country.  I^  bow- 
ever,  he  should  be  mistaken,  In  his  opinion,  as 
hisjnstification,  ha  would  soy,  that  it  was  a  bad 
mle  in  legislation  to  surrender  the  dictates  irf 
the  Judgment,  and  follow  the  impulse  of  the 
feelings.  Whenever  it  was  done,  the  conse- 
quences invariably  proved  to  be  injarioos  to  the 
Ie.    Mr,  T.  said  he  had  no  indocement,  nor 


lid  he  feel  any  desii«,  to  derogate  from  the 
rell-eamed  fame  of  the  men  who  fongbt  and 
ufibred  to  establish  our  independence,  nor 
would  be  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
any  measure  colcuWed  and  intended  to  afford 
the  comforts  necesaory  to  their  real  wants ;  but 
he  eonld  not  consent  to  give  away  inilII<AS  to 
those  who  did  not  stand  in  need  of  it.  The 
idea  of  men  who  were  rolling  in  affluence  and 
indolging  in  all  the  luxuries  of  civiliied  liA 
being  snstuned  and  supported  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, in  a  country  and  under  a  Government 
where  we  boast  of  equal  rights,  was  to  him 
odious  in  the  extreme,  and  would  be  so  consid- 
ered by  the  people.  He  must  beseech  gentle- 
men again  to  weigh  well  the  consequences  of 
this  maaiure.  Sixty  thousand  pensioners  to  be 
muntoined  from  yonr  Treasury  by  the  aoanil 
expenditure  of  an  amoont  that  most  amst  fbr 
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some  time  the  pafment  of  the  public  debt,  and 
&sten  npoD  tbe  people,  for  an  indefinite  period, 
a  Bjsteni  of  taxation,  nnder  which,  even  now, 
tLey  are  justly  reatlesa  and  dissatisfied,  mnat 
present  a  conEiderattou  that  the  prudent  and 
discreet  would  not  cast  aside. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  designedly  confined 
the  remarks  which  he  had  mode  upon  this  sub- 
ject to  those  points  to  which,  in  snpport  of  hia 
motion,  he  hod  felt  it  his  dnty  chiefly  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House ;  but,  before  be  took 
leave  of  the  subject,  he  would  say  that  he  fblt 
opposed  to  the  pensioning  system,  apoD  other 
'grounds.  He  b^ieved  it  was  better  calculated 
to  demoralize  the  community  than  almost  atiy 
other  kind  of  legislation.  It  weoliens  those 
ties  which,  in  all  well-reflated  communities, 
jthonld  be  sedulonsly  cherished  as  the  strongeat 
ligaments  which  bind  man  to  tbe  performance 
of  his  social  duties.  The  aged  parent,  who  has 
a  moral  right  to  lean  npon  his  ofll^ring  for  sup- 
port in  the  decline  of  life,  will  be  told  that  that 
obligation  no  longer  exists,  as  the  Government 
has  Dndertaken  to  provide  for  him.  The  brother 
will  be  denied  the  hospitality  of  a  brother's 
roof,  or  a  place  at  his  bc^rd,  and  turned  ont  of 
doors  to  live  upon  the  ciiarity  of  Government. 
Those  affections,  which  constitnted  the  chief 
enjoyment  of  life,  will  be  pnt  to  hazard  Uy  the 
introduction  of  such  an  extended  system  of  gov- 
ernmental charity.  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  re- 
gretted  he  hod  occnpied  so  much  time  in  pre- 
senting his  views  npon  this  subject  to  tlfe 
House,  especially  as  he  was  satisfied  his  efforts 
would  be  nnsnoeessfid ;  yet  he  should  have  the 
consolation  to  know  that  he  had  attempted  to 
discharge  his  dnty  to  his  constituents  and  to 
the  conntry,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  bad 
obeyed  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience  in 
Bnbmitting  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  TnoKKB,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was 
in  favor  of  doing  something  for-the  8tat«  troops, 
TolDnt«er8,  and  militia.  These  men  had  ren- 
dered services  as  important,  had  endured  hard- 
Bhipa  as  great,  and  suffered  privations  as  dis- 
tressing, as  the  regolar  soldiers. '  The  time  was, 
during  the  revolution,  that  every  thing  depend- 
ed npon  them ;  they  frere  sobjeot  to  daily 
alarms,  and  daily  calls  to  resist  the  devastating 
pnsresa  of  the  enemy— they  met  these  oails 
with  alacrity,  and  a  patriotism  inferior  to  none 
— exposed  their  lives  and  shed  their  blood  in 
defeniy  of  their  conntt7'8  freedom ;  and  were 
they  now  to  be  forgotten)  Was  Congress  to 
legislate  for  the  benefit  of  the  r^lor  soldier 
omyt  Those  in  the  regular  service  stipulated 
to  serve  for  a  certain  snra,  and  most  of  them 
had  been  pud  agreeably  to  the  oontraot. 

It  would  be  recollected,'  he  said,  that  most  of 
those  in  the  Bonth,  who  took  on  active  part  in 
achieving  the  liberties  of  the  country,  belonged 
to  tbe  militia ;  but  it  made  no  difference  with 
him  to  what  section  of  conntry  that  class  of 
soldiers  belonged.  They  had  rendered  essen- 
tial services :  without  them  the  war  could  not 
have  been  aacoessfoUy  carried  on,  and,  bat  for 


their  patriotic  eiertions,  we  might  have  been 
at  this  day  groaning  under  the  yoke  of  a  for- 
eign despot.  They  had  never  received  their 
pay  Id  any  thing  bnt  a  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency of  nominu  value.  Bat  few  of  them  now 
remain,  and  a  larre  portion  of  these  were  borne 
down  by  age  and  infirmities,  and  lingering  ont 
a  miserable  existence  under  the  blighting  in- 
fluence of  a  cheerless  poverty.  Should  these 
men  now  be  told,  in  the  evening  of  their  days, 
that  they  were  less  patriotic,  that  their  services 
were  leas  valuable,  and  th^  less  deserving, 
than  tbe  regular  soldiers  t  Such  an  invidious 
distinction  was  nnfeeling  and  cruel.  Mr.  T. 
said,  we  owe  them  a  debt:  we  are  their  debt- 
ors, and  they  our  creditors.  Justice  demands 
that  we  should  pay  them.  By  our  acts  of  1^- 
islatim,  we  had  made  provision  for  a  class  of 
officers  and  soldiers,  to  which  class  belong 
many  who  are  in  easy  circnrostances.  [He  al- 
luded to  the  act  of  1828,  which  provided  for 
all  those  who  enlisted  for  and  served  dnriog 
the  war,  without  reference  to  theb  pecuniary 
situation.]  He  could  see  no  gronod  for  distino- 
tion,  nor  could  he  discover  any  good  reason  fbr 
payins  that  class  in  preference  to  the  militia. 
The  distinction,  he  said,  was  odious  and  un- 
just It  evinced  a  partiality  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  not  warranted  by  the  circnm- 
stuioea  of  the  oase.  He  hod  never  been  the 
friend  of  the  pen^onlng  system ;  bnt  as  it  had 
been  adopted,  and  would  be  kept  np  by  the 
Govemroont,  he  insisted  that  even-handed  jus- 
tice should  be  awarded  to  all.  Would  any  gen- 
tleman say  to  him  that  euoh  men  as  the  im< 
mortal  Sumter  and  Hariou,  with  their  devoted 
compatriots,  were  less  worthy  or  less  deserving 
than  those  attached  to  the  regular  servicet 
Soath  Carolina  held  them  in  the  most  grateftd 
remembrance.  Their  venerated  names  shed 
a  lustre  of  glory  upon  that  State,  and  th^  pa- 
triotic devotion  adorned  tbe  pages  of  American 
history.  Shall  wa  said  he,  suffer  the  brave 
followers  of  these  brave  men  to  pine  in  want 
and  die  in  poverty,  while  we  are  awarding  onr 
bonnty  to  those  who  are  not  more  deserving! 
Jnstice  was  all  that  be  desired ;  and.  In  giving 
hia  vote  for  paying  the  militia,  he  considered 
that  he  should  act  in  strieC  conformity  to  her 
requirements.  He  had  named  Sumter  and 
Marion — he  might  add,  Butler,  Williams,  Pick- 
ens, Hill,  and  a  host  of  othera,  who  rendered 
services  unequalled  in  ^e  histoiy  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Gould  any  American  read  the  record  of 
ttieir  patriotic  deeds,  and  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  say  they  were  less  deserving  than 
those  for  whom  provision  has  been  made !  Ho 
repeated  that  it  was  not  only  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  we  owed  to  these  men ;  bat  we 
were  imder  a  pecuniary  obligation  to  them, 
which  had  never  been  discharged.  As  the 
representatives  of  honest  constituents,  willing 
to  discharge  their  honest  debts,  he  should  ven- 
ture to  give  his  assent  to  paying  these  men. 

It  is  hut  a  few  days,  s^d  Mr.  T.,  since  we 
voted  a  large  amonnt  as  a  donation  to  a  dia- 
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ttugniahed  indiTidoal  of  thia  ooimtiy.  He  al- 
luded to  Mr.  Monroe,  late  Prerident  of  the 
United  States.  Why  was  that  som  voted  to 
him  t  Becaose  hU  fame  had  been  ihed  abroad, 
and  the  splendor  of  the  ^ft  waa  to  make  a 
flourish  in  the  world.  Will  thia  Oovemment 
be  generous  and  refuse  to  be  jost!  Shall  the 
poor  militia  man  be  denied  bis  honeet  due,  and 
kept  from  hia  soantj  pittance,  while  we  lavish 
onr  thousandg  and  tens  of  thousands  npon  those 
who  baye>  no  legal  clum  npon  ne  t  Let  the 
American  people  avoid  the  r^roach  nhieb 
anch  a  ooorse  of  legiMatioa  would  bring  npon 
them,  Jnstiee  was  eqnaU/  dne  to  the  high, 
tlie  low,  the  rich,  and  Uie  poor;  and  so  long  as 
he  had  a  tongne  to  ntter  a  sentence,  he  wonld 
advocate  thia  principle. 

Ur.  T.  sdd  jron  have  expended  monej  enough 
in  jonr  nnconatitutional  works  of  internal  im- 
provement— in  the  oonstmotion  of  ^oor  big  and 
Uttle  roads,  joor  canals,  and  jour  sorveya,  to 
have  paid  those  poor  men  what  was  thur  dne. 
In  yoQT  anxiety  to  proaeonte  a  splendid  national 
scheme,  and  to  dazzle  the  vorld  with  the  glory 
of  a  great  American  system,  yon  have  forgotten 
the  debts  y9n  owed,  and  the  sofferin^  ot  those 
to  whom  they  were  dae.  Pnrsne  this  policy  a 
little  longer—lavish  your  money  upon  some 
who  are  not  entitled  to  it — witlibold  it  from 
others  to  whom  it  is  dae,  and  squander  yonr 
treasure  according  to  the  policy  of  yonr  mis- 
named American  system,  and  yonr  liberties 
ore  gone  forever. 

lb.  Oabsok  was  against  the  bill,  as  at  pres- 
ent advised,  (having  been  detained  fl-om  the 
HoQse  by  indispoution  yeat^day,  dorftg  the 
discnssifHi,)  and  was  in  favor  of  the  commit- 
ment, to  Bscert^D,  as  near  as  practicable,  what 
it  wonld  cost. 

Mr.  Vebpla^kok  madq  an  explanation  in  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Tbkxvast, 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  from  the  best  data  in 
possession  of  the  committer  which  he  stated  in 
detail,  that  the  bill  wonld  reqaire  an  additional 
expenditure  of  not  more  than  flvm  800,000  to 
$1,000,000,  and  this  rapidly  decreasing,  and 
soon,  in  the  course  of  nature,  to  be  endrdy  dia- 
contmnad.  He  concluded  with  moving  the 
previous  question. 

The  motion  was  susttuned ;  and  the  qnesti 


Appropriation  BUI* — ImproteirMttt  of  tAtf  Kav- 
igation  of  CA«  Ohio  River. 
Mr.  WiosxjTFE  moved  an  amendment  to  xa- 
propriate  an  additional  snm  of  tl£0,000,  to  be 
expended,  under  the  direction  of  the  present 
Hnperintendent,  in  the  improvement  of  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  River,  from  its  mouth  to 
Pittsburg,  in  removing  the  obatractious  in  the 
channels  at  the  shoal  places  aOd  ripples,  and  by 
the  erection  of  wiog  dams,  or  such  other  means 
OS,  in  Uie  opinion  of  said  superintendent,  will 


beet  answer  the  purpose  of  deepening  the  duu- 
nels  of  siud  river. 

Some  debate  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Oabsoh 
opposed  the  appropriation.  Hesan.  Wiuik  sod 
MoDnFFia  objected  to  inserting  it  in  the  pres- 
ent bilL  which  was  intended  only  to  appro- 
priate for  object*  already  antiioriced  by  law ; 
and  ytt.  WioKurrc  defended  it, 

Mr.  VniTOB  said  tiiat  he  wonld  not,  at  that 
late  hour,  give  his  reasons  at  lane  i^Mm  the 
proposed  amendment  but  he  wonld  stiUe,  in  a 
few  words,  the  ground  upon  which  he  thought  it 
onght  to  be  adopted.  The  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  tjie  Ohio  fiiver  was,  in  traOi, 
nothmg  more  than  an  extension  of  the  canftla 
of  Ohio  and  Peonsjlvania.  These  two  Stataa 
were  Incurring  an  expense  of  ten  or  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  the  oa^  in  openbg  a  canal  from 
Philadelphia  to  Rttebnrg,  and  the  other,  betwe^ 
Lake  £ne  and  the  Ohio  River ;  tbns  opening  a 
continued  communication  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  Orleans  by  the  Pennsylvania  Canid,  and 
from  New  York  to  New  Orelans  through  tlte 
Erie  and  Ohio  OansL  Owing  to  certain  shosls  in 
the  Ohio  River,  its  navigation  was  almost  whollj- 
Buspended  for  about  two  months  every  autumn; 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  best  season  of  tlie 
year  for  bunneea  on  these  canals.  The  hMB  <if 
bnsimas  on  this  aooount  must  be  vei?  great. 
It  is  of  little  conseqnenoe  that  the  Ohio  Canal 
enters  the  Ohio  River,  unless  the  produce  of  the 
interior  can  descend  to  New  Orleans,  or  other 
iHace  of  destinaticAi.  So  of  the  Pennsylvania 
I3anal ;  it  is  in  vain  for  that  SUte  to  tiiink  cf 
participating  to  any  coosiderable  extent  in  the 
trade  of  the  Western  country  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  unless  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  la 
opened  to  FiCtsbarE,  so  that  produce  may  as- 
cend and  merchandise  descend  the  river,  on 
their  way  to  and  from  Philadelphia,  The  mak- 
ing of  these  canals,  which  will  now  be  Sniabed 
in  a  year  or  two,  renders  it  of  vast  importanoe 
to  keep  the  navigation  of  that  river  alwsya 
open  while  business  can  be  done  upon  them. 
We  have  a  report  lying  upon  the  table,  show- 
ing that  the  shoals  in  the  nver  can  be  deepened 
at  a  very  moderate  expense.  The  improve- 
ment of  its  navigation  properly  belongs  to  the 
General  Government.  And  he  hoped^consid- 
ering  the  vast  expense  the  States  of  Penosyl- 
vania  and  Ohio  were  incurring  in  opening  av- 
enues of  trade  to  the  Ohio,  that  the  compara- 
tively small  enm  of  $1(0,000  would  not  be 
denied  in  aid  of  their  great  eCForta. 

Mr.  Dennt  said,  as  I  come  from  the  borders 
of  the  Ohio,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  this  suyect.    It  is  one  of  great  im- 

g>rtance  to  the  Western  country.  The  Ohio 
tver  may  with  g^t  propriety  be  coDsJdeired 
a  great  national  highway;  it  forms  the  boon- 
dory  between  several  of  die  States ;  it  is  tlie 
great  channel  of  their  commerce,  and,  to  aonie 
portions,  the  only  outlet  for  their  trade ;  and, 
m  my  opinion,  is  as  deserving  of  the  attention 
of  the  Government  as  any  portion  of  the  sea- 
board.   Much  has  been  done  to  facilitata  ouc 
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oommeroi&l  intoroonrse  along  the  Atlantic ; 
l»Tg6  Bams  of  mone;  have  been  eipeaded  for 
improvementa  ia  the  bftjs,  oleariaK  the  harbors, 
opaniug  ohaoneU,  and  removing  obstruotions  to 
nftvigalion,  along  onr  estenalve  seaooast,  wher- 
aver  the  tide  flows,  irom  north  to  south.  But, 
nr,  it  BBema  to  me,  th&t  Bome  gentlemen  are 
Beized  with  a  kind  of  hydrophobia  b6  ^wn  as 
ve  leave  the  salt  and  propose  improvementt  in 
the  freeh  .wat«r  region.  I  am  willing  with 
them  to  vote  millions  for  the  improvement  and 
proteotion  of  oar  harbors  and  aeaporta,  becaose 
It  is  foe  the  benefit  of  the  oommerce  of  our 
ooo&trj'*  The  whole  TJnion  is  benefited  bj 
Kwh  expend itnrea,  because  the  whole  Dnion 
has  ao  iatereet  in  the  oommeroe  of  ever;  port ; 
and  oertainljr  to  fadlitate  oar  internal  commer- 
cial oommaitiicatiOD,  particularly  among  the 
grett  and  flomrishing  western  States,  is  eqnall; 
irorthj  onr  attention,  in  a  national  point  of 
-view,  I  can  perceive  no  difference  between 
this  oommeroe  and  our  coasting  trade,  which 
enjoys  so  largely  the  lavorable  oonsidention  of 
the  Oovemment. 

To  the  Western  States,  the  Ohio  Is  the  moet 
important  ■>i""'""i  of  their  tnterooarse ;  and  it 
ia  true,  ai  remarked  by  the  gentleman  itom 
Iforth  OarolLaa,  (Mr.  Cabsoh,)  they  will  be  im- 
mediately benefited  by  the  proposed  appropri- 
ation. Bat,  sir,  the  advantages  to  be  aerived 
&om  the  improvement  under  this  a]>prDpriaUaa 
-will  not  be  felt  exolaaively  in  those  States ;  the 
-whole  nation  will  eiperienoe  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects in  the  additional  tkcilitios  afforded  to 
oommeice;  and  this  is  the  great  basis  npon 
-which  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement 
rest  their  caose.  Olearing  away  the  obstruo- 
tk>ns  from  the-harbor  of  one  of  onr  towns  on 
the  seaooast,  is  for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the 
town ;  it  gkvea  security  to  the  trade,  and  pro- 
motes iU  prosperity,  and  the  ctHnmeroe  is  iu~ 
oreaaed  and  protected ;  the  work  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  be  considered  merely  a  local  matter. 
So,  nr,  commerce  is  a  national  objeot ;  we  all 
participate  in  its  benefit^  and  have  an  interest 
in  ita  prosperity. 

It  is  well  known  that,  at  this  late  period  of 
the  session,  with  a  mass  of  business  before  us, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  a  bill  through 
thia  House  is  tiie  nsool  mode.  I  cOImot  per- 
ceive any  weight  iji  the  objections  mode  to  this 
propodtion ;  it  viulatea  no  rule  of  this  House. 
What  principle  of  l^islation  docs  it  outage? 
XoDe,'sir.  I  trust,  t£erefore^  that  the  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DoDDBtDOB  also  made  a  kw  remarks  in 
&Tor  of  the  amendment ;  after  which  it  was 
agreed  to — yeas  TB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbtobbb,  an  appropriation 

B  inserted  of  $16,000  for  making  a  road  in 
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Inland  Port*  qfSntrtf. 

fJlr   Oaxbuxlehc),  from  the  Oommittee  on 


Oommerce,  repori«d  a  bill  allowing  the  datiea 
on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  I^tts- 
bui?,  Wheeling,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St, 
Louie,  Nashville,  and  Natche^  to  be  secured 
and  paid  at  those  places;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  Hr.  0.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  t«  a 
tiiird  reading. 

Mr.  MoDcFFiB  opposed  the  motion,  because 
it  was  a  subject  whicn  belonged  to  the  revenue, 
and  ought  to  have  J>een  before  the  Ckimmittee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  It,  moreover,  was  a  novel 
principle — one  involving  a  great  expenditure, 
in  the  number  of  oustom-honse  officers  which 
would  have  to  be  appointed ;  and  if  the  princi- 

e'e  were  adopted,  every  large  town  m  the 
nlon  sltuatea  on  a  river  would  be  entitled  to 
the  same  privilege.  He  moved  the  reference, 
of  the  bill  to  tbe  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr,  WioEUFPB  and  Mr.  Prma  defended  the 
bill  agunst  the  objections  urged,  and  argued  to 
show  Its  necessity  to  the  convenience  of  the 
large  and  thriving  commercial  places  comprised 
in  the  bilL  Before  the  question  was  taken,  llie 
hoar  elapsed. 


TcBSDAT,  February  22, 
Foreign  Coint. 

Mr,  White,  of  Kew  York,  firom  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  23d  December  "  to  in- 
auire  into  the  expediency  of  pfoviding  that 
ollors  of  tbe  New  American  GJovernments,  and 
five  A-anc  pieces,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  the 
paymftit  of  all  debts  and  demands ;  and,  also, 
whether  any  additional  r^uiatioos  are  neces- 
sat7  to  tbe  recoinage  of  foreign  silver  coin  at 
the  mint,"  made  a  long  and  detailed  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  regulating  the  value  of 
foreign  silver  coins  witUn  the  United  States. 
The  bill  and  report  -were  committed. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the 
United  States,  also  made  a  long  and  detailed 
report  thereon,  accompanied  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill  -,  which  report  and  bill 
were  also  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bcohanui,  three  then- 
sand  additional  copies  of  these  reports  were 
directed  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tiie  mem- 
bers of  the  House. 

Insolzent  Debton. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  tbe  rell^ 
of  oertaio  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  StateSL 

Mr.  BuoHAKAJi  said,  that  when  tiio  Hoose 
some  days  since,  upon  his  motion,  bad  kindly 
consented  to  take  this  bill  up  out  of  its  order, 
he  had  then  declared  he  should  occupy  but  a 
very  short  time  in  its  discussion.  He  said  he 
would  now  redeem  that  pledge ;  and  as  time 
had  become  still  more  precious,  and  the  close 
of  the  session  was  so  near  at  hand,  he  would 
content  himself  with  a  very  brief  exposition  of 
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the  nature  of  the  bill.  Shonld  vaj  gentleman, 
however,  desire  a  farther  explanation  opoa  any 
point  be  would  hold  htmself  readf  to  ^ve  it. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  contatna  but  a  single 
principle.  It  merely  enables  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  compromise  with  Bach  debtors 
of  the  United  SUtes  as  were  insolvent  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  last,  and  confers  npon  him 
the  same  power  of  releasing  those  debtors 
which  every  individual  possesses.  All  such 
debtors  of  the  United  States  are  embraced  with- 
in the  provisions  of  this  bill ;  except  the  princi- 
pals in  official  boode,  and  those  who  have  ac- 
tnally  received  public  money,  and  not  paid  it 
over,  or  accounted  for  it  according  to  law. 

At  present,  the  Executive  Go vemment  of  the 
■United  States  possesses  no  power,  in  any  case, 
no  matter  what  may  he  the  circumstances,  to 
compromise  with  its  debtors,  and  accept  a  part 
of  the  demanij.  instead  of  the  whoie.  The  man 
who  has  become  insolvent,  should  he  be  a  debtor 
of  the  United  States  iu  a  sum  which  he  is  un- 
able to  pay,  is,  nnder  existmg  laws,  placed  in  a 
state  of  helpless  and  hopeless  despair.  His  in- 
dividual oreditora,  convinced  of  his  honesty, 
may  be  willing  to  release  him ;  his  Mends  may 
be  willing  to  famish  him  the  means  of  recom- 
mencing business ;  but  this  is  all  in  vain,  whilst 
tbe  debt  due  the  United  States  hangs  like  a 
millstone  around  bis  neck.  From  this  there  is 
ao  escape.  Justice,  relentless  Justice,  untem- 
pered  by  mercy,  ia  now  oDr  only  rale  of  coDduct 
towards  our  Insolvent  debtors. 

Even  if  our  policy  were  purely  selfish,  and 
we  acted  from  no  higher  motives  than  a  regard 
for  dollars  and  cents,  we  ought  to  pass  tffls  bill. 
From  the  examinations  which  I  have  made,  and 
the  information  I  have  collected  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  ectert^n  no  doubt  bot  that  this  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  wilt  bring  at  least  one 
,  million  of  dollars  into  yonr  Treasury,  not  one 
cent  of  which  can  ever  find  its  way  there  un< 
less  some  measnre  of  this  nature  sh^  be  adopt- 
ed. There  are  now  in  this  country  many,  very 
many,  honest  and  enterprising  merchants,  who, 
although  they  have  become  insolvent,  retwn 
the  highest  character  among  their  friends,  and 
in  the  society  of  which  they  are  members.  'In 
a  great  number,  of  instances  their  insolvency 
cannot  be  attributed  even  to  negligence  or  want 
of  skill,  but  has  been  wholly  tlie  effect  of  causes 
which  they  could  neither  foresee  nor  control. 
Some  instances  of  this  character  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  which  would  be  well  calculated 
to  enlist  the  feelings  of  this  House  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  There  is  now  an  insolvent  merchant 
in  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia,  whom  this  bill  would 
relieve,  who  has  p^d  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  between  three  and  four  millions  of 
dollars  in  dntiea.  His  insolvency  was,  iu  a  great 
degree,  I  think  I  mi^ht  say  solely,  occasioned 
by  tbe  passage  of  a  bill  through  the  Senate,  in 
1826,  to  reduce  the  duties  on  tea.  The  reputa- 
tion of  this  gentleman,  both  as  a  man  ana  as  a 
merchant,  stands  as  high  as  it  ever  did  in  his 
most  prosperous  days;  and  should  the  power 


be  conferred  on  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  compromise  with  him  for  the  debt  which  hs 
owes  the  Government,  his  fHeods  will  imnie- 
diately  furnish  bim  the  means  of  recommene- 
ing  business.  Eo  will  have  no  difficulty  ia 
compromising  with  his  individual  creditoca 
This  is  but  one  instance  ont  of  many  of  a  aiiDi- 
lar  character,  which  have  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Snfibr  me  to  advert  to  another  case  by  way 
of  ill  Dstration.  A  merchant  in  the  city  of  New 
York  has  become  insolvent.  lie  is  indebted  to 
the  Government  in  a  very  la^e  sum  of  money, 
ooe  dollar  of  which  he  is  not  able  to  pay.  The 
father  of  this  merchant,  anxious  to  obtain  a  re- 
lease for  his  son,  and  enable  him  again  to  go 
into  business,  has  actually  offered  to  transfer  to 
the  United  States  property  estimated  to  Iw 
worth  between  fbnr  and  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  provided  his  son  shall  be  disohaiged 
from  the  debt.  This  offer  could  not  be  accept- 
ed by  the  President  for  want  of  power;  ud 
tbas  the  United  States,  should  tJiis  bill  be  nega- 
tived, will  lose,  in  a  single  case,  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars. 

There  are  many  similar  cases  in  which  the 
friends  and  the  relatives  of  insolvent  debtors 
will  come  forward  and  enable  them  to  pay  the 
Government  a  part  of  its  debt,  in  conaidenitian 
of  obtiuning  a  release  for  the  whole.  Mr.  B. 
said  be  expressed  bis  own  opinion  merely  wben 
he  stated  that  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  would 
bring  at  least  a  million  of  doltan  into  tbe 
Treasury ;  there  were  others  with  better 
means  of  judging  than  himself,  who  believ«d 
the  sum  wonld  greatly  exceed  that  amount 

Bat.  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  mnch  higher  motivu 
than  those  of  a  pecuniary  character  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  tliia  question.  There  we 
many  honest  and  enterprising  men  in  this  coon- 
try,  having  families  dependent  npon  their  exer- 
tions, who  will  be  leu  utterly  without  hope, 
should  this  measure  be  defeated.  All  tbeir 
creditors,  except  ourselves,  are  willing  to  c<Hn- 

Kamise  with  them.  Shall  we  then  continue  to 
inexorable  ! — shall  we  alone  have  no  mercy, 
even  although  mercy  be  our  best  policy? — shill 
we,  merely  for  tbe  sake  of  oppressing  our 
debtors,  deprive  ourselves  of  more  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  f 

By  the  passage  of  this  bill  yon  will  reetore 
many  of  our  best  citizens  to  usefolnees.  Men 
who  have  long  been  prostj^ted  in  the  dust  by 
the  weight  of  debts  which  has  been  continuaItT 
pressing  upon  them,  will  again  spring  into  fresn 
and  vigorous  action  the  moment  this  pressure 
is  removed.  Hundreds  and  thonsands  are  now 
looking  anxiously  towards  yon  for  relief  and 
r^^ard  the  adoption  of  this  measure  as  their  only 
remaining  hope  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  Why 
will  you  not  afford  these  men  relief!  Why  will 
yon  not  snfier  them  by  their  enterprise  and  indos- 
try  to  add  to  the  wealth  and  proeperity  of  the 
country  when  yon  can  grant  them  this  boon, 
not  only  without  iiyury,  hot  with  poM^ve  bene- 
St  to  your  Treaanryf      Bnt  I  totut  be  brie( 
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and  will  pnrsne  thia  branch  of  the  Bnbject 
farther. 

The  bill  ia  wrtirely  retrospectira  in  its  i 
tore,  and  c&n  hare  no  effect  apon  ftitare  caseg  of 
insotvency.  Its  relief  will,  in  almost  every 
ease,  be  confined  to  men  who  &re  now  noto- 
riotuly  in«olTent  There  is,  therefore,  mnch 
leas  donnr  of  fraad  nponthe  Government,  thaji 
if  it  applied  to  Aitore  csaes.  But  this  consid- 
eration has  not  prevented  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee from  goarding  the  bill  with  the  atmost 
care,  and  rendering  it  impossible,  so  far  as  they 
could,  that  a  frandulent  debtor  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  its  provisions.  In  the  performance 
of  tiiistas^  they  have  been  mnch  assisted  by 
tbe  snKgestions  of  the  Beoretarj  of  the  Treaanry, 
and.  It,  B,  s^d,  he  would  ventnre  to  asuert, 
there  was  greater  danger  that  the  bill  instead 
of  being  too  las  was  too  rigorons  in  its  pro- 
visionB.  He  said  he  wonld  not,  at  present,  re- 
mark upon  any  of  its  details. 

Jix.  WiLLUMBbrieflysQbmittedhisobJections 
to  the  biU.  It  waa  to  a  certain  extent  a  bonk- 
mpt  bill,  and  moreover  placed  toogreat  a  pow- 
er in  the  bauds  of  the  Treasury  DepartroenL 
He  was  in  favor  of  referring  the  cases  in  the 
first  instance  to  jadicial  investigation. 

Mr.  JoBtrsoN,  of  Kentncky,  made  a  few  ear- 
neat  remarks  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr,  Watsb  combated  the  objections  of  Mr. 
TiLLiixB,  in  an  argnmont  of  some  length,  and 
DTKed  with  zeal  the  policy  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HuNTiKOTOxsaidhe  had  risen  principally 
to  reply  to  an  objection  which  had  been  made 
to  the  bill  by  bis  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Williams.)  Before,  however,  adverting 
to  this  objection,  he  would,  in  relation  to  the 
gmeral  merits  of  the  measure  nnder  considera- 
tion, remark,  that  he  considered  tbe  passage 
of  tbe  bill  would  be  the  performance  of  an  act 
equitably,  if  not  in  justice,  dne  to  the  public 
debtors  embraced  by  its  provisions,  while,  at 
the  Bime  time,  it  would  be  instrumental  in 
camjiw  a  portJon  of  the  debts  now  due  to  the 
United  St^ea,  to  be  paid,  which  would  other- 
wise bo  lost  to  the  Goveroment.  This  woold 
b«  obvions,  when  the  House  should  consider, 
OS  it  would,  that  many  of  the  public  debtors, 
both  principals  and  snreties.  by  misfortune,  and 
from  causes  not  within  their  control,  have  be- 
came entirely  insolvent ;  that  they  sustain  irre- 
proaehable  characters  for  integrity  and  indns- 
trj  •  and  that  while  pressed  with  the  weight  of 
their  obligations  to  the  Government,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  removing  it,  they  are  alike 
witbont  the  ability  and  the  motive  necessary  to 
enable  or  indnee  them  ag^n  to  commence  bnsi- 
nesB.  So  long  as  an  authority  to  oompromise 
with  them  ia  withheld ;  so  long  as  their  persons 
■re  snbjectod  to  imprisonment,  and  they  held 
leqKmsible  for  the  debts  until  they  shall  have 
pija  them  in  full,  and  this,  too,  when  they  have 
not  the  means  of  discharging  any  part  of  them 
— the  industry,  labor,  and  enterprise  of  this 
valuable  class  of  our  oitiaens  are  lost  to  the 
eonatry.  From  this  situation,  so  distressing  to 
ToL.ZU-as 


the  debtors,  without  any  corresponding  bene- 
fit to  the  Government,  this  bill  relieves  them. 
It  enables  them  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
friends,  through  whose  kindness  and  generosity 
they  can  make  offers  of  compromise,  pay  their 
debts  in  part,  and  he  dischai^^  from  tbe  resi- 
due ;  and  thas,  while  the  Treasury  is  benefited, 
the  individual  debtors  are  enabled  once  more 
to  engage  in  the  bnsiness  of  the  world,  free 
from'  the  pressure  of  debt,  and  stimulated  to 
active  exertion  by  the  consciousness  that  the 
fruits  of  their  industry  will  be  their  own.  The 
bill  has  been  drawn  up  with  great  care,  to  se- 
cure the  Government  against  attempted  fraud ; 
and  if  it  be  obnoxious  to  any  objection,  it  arises 
perhaps  from  what  might  be  thought  to  be  the 
severity  of  some  of  its  provisions  upon  the  debt- 
ors. If^  however,  it  be  carried  into  execution 
in  the  apirit  of  its  various  enactments,  as  it  no 
doubt  will  be,  a  highly  meritorions  class  of  our 
citizens  will  be  rwsed  from  a  state  now  of 
hopeless  depression,  to  one  offering  indaee- 
ments  to  renewed  exertions  in  nsefnl  employ- 
ments ;  and  a  portion  of  the  cinims  against 
them,  which  are  now  of  no  value,  by  reason  of 
the  poverty  of  the  debtors,  will  be  pMd  by  the 
liberality  of  their  friends.  Thns  much,  &U-.  H. 
observed,  he  was  unwilling  to  omit  saying,  in 
regard  to  the  benefioial  consequences  which 
would  result,  both  to  the  debtors  and  to  the 
United  States,  should  the  bill  become  a  law. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Williams)  hod  orged,  as  on  objection  to  tbe 
bill,  (if  he  understood  him  correctly,)  that  the 
power  nroposed  to  be  vested  in  the  Becretory 
of  the  iVeasury  should  be  given  ia  the  courts 
of  tbe  United  States;  and  that  the  facts  to  be 
proved,  on  which  alone  relief  is  to  be  granted, 
should  be  ascertained  through  the  intervention 
of  a  court  and  jury.  In  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion, Mr.  H.  said  that  it  was  dilGcult  to  see  why  ^ 
the  necessary  facta  could  not  be  ascertained  by 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  bill,  with  aa  much  security 
to  the  Government  against  fraud,  as  by  any 
other  tribunal.  They  would  be  equally  com- 
petent, vigilant^  and  trustworthy.  Their  pro- 
ceedings will  be  public,  and  their  means  ot  de- 
t«ctiiig  fraud  as  ample  as  con  be  devised ;  and 
the  House  would  perceive  that  tbe  power  to 
afford  the  relief  authorized  by  the  bill  to  be 
given,  could  not  be  vested  in  any  court,  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  com- 
promise the  debts  of  the  applicants,  on  such 
terms  as,  under  all  the  circumstances  attending 
each  particular  cose,  he  may  deem  equitable  to 
the  debtor  and  Just  to  the  Government.  Neither 
a  court  of  law  nor  of  equity  could  execute  such 
a  discretionary  power.  It  must  be  vested  in 
some  executive  officer,  and  in  no  one  with  as 
mnch  propriety  as  in  the  officer  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department.  Mr.  E.  s^d  he 
would  conclude  by  expressing  the  hope  that  a 
bill  which  had  in  view  the  twofold  otject  of 
awarding  both  justice  and  equity  to  an  unfor- 
tunate aud  meritorions  class  of  pnblio  debtors, 
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and  of  eoabling  the  GoverameDt  to  realize  n 
portion  of  debts  due  to  It,  now  wholly  lutool- 
leotable,  would  receive  the  support  of  every 
member  of  the  Hooae. 

Mr,  Sxosse,  of  New  York,  also  replied  to  Mr. 
WiLUAHS,  and  advoo&ted  the  bill. 

Mr.  fisuuEg  moved  to  limit  the  operatiao  of 
the  bill  to  two  yearg ;  but,  at  the  Buggestion  of 
Mr.  Eluwokth,  who  doabted  whether  ell  the 
ooHes  would  be  closed  within  that  time,  the 
motion  was  varied  to  three  years,  and  thns  was 
agreed  to. 

Ad  appropriation  of  |8,000,  to  defray  the  ex- 
Densee  of  the  act,  was  inserted,  on  motion  of 

mi.  BCCBAKAA. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mt.  Skiii£t  Arabian  SoTta. 


7b  llu  Congrat  of  iht  UniUd  Slatt* : 

I  Bubmil  herewith  to  Coagrtss  a  letter  from  U r. 
Rhiod,  Btfttiog  the  circumBtances  under  which  be 
receivod  the  fonr  Arabiao  horses  that  were  brought 
by  him  to  the  United  States  from  Turkey.  This  let- 
ter will  enable  Congress  to  decide  what  ought  to  be 
done  with  theai. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Kbiod's  letter. 
Wabhinotoh,  Jhe.  10,  ISSO. 

Bis  ;  I  think  it  proper  to  slate  the  circcmstances 
nnder  which  I  became  possessed  of  the  Arabian 
horses  landed  from  the  vessel  in  which  I  reached  the 
United  Stales.from  Turkey. 

Finding,  during  my  residence  at  Constantinople, 
that  our  Turluah  fHeods  were  far  behind  ug  in  many 
improve  meats,  I  suggested  to  the  Uluisters  several 
which  were  of  great  use  to  tbem  ;  and,  after  cloeiag 
the  business  of  the  oegolistioD,  much  of  my  time 
Iras  occupied  in  giving  them  draughts,  schemes,  and 
elucidations.  The  Sultan,  I  understood,  took  great 
Interest  b  these  suggestions,  and  many  inquiries 
were  made  of  me,  by  his  request,  to  all  of  which  I 
afforded  the  best  eiplaoation  in  my  power. 

It  being  customary  at  tliat  court  for  the  person 
who  negotiates  a  treaty  to  remain  there  nntJl  the 
ratifications  are  eiohonged,  or,  by  express  assent  of 
the  Porte,  to  I«ave  a  person  in  his  place,  I  was, 
therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  appointing  Mr.  Na- 
voni  to  tbat  station,  and  presented  tiim  in  that  ca. 
pacity  to  tbe  Reis  Effendi. 

I  shortly  tbereafler  took  final  leave  of  the  TurlUsh 
Unitters. 

Finding  that  no  vessel  would  leave  Turkey  for  tbe 
United  States  prior  lo  the  1st  of  September,  I  deter- 
mined, ioBleBd  of  remaiuiug  idle  at  Constantinople, 
to  proceed  to  Odessa,  a  Toyage  of  three  days,  and 
make  the  necessary  anangeoieuts  there  for  the  re- 
ception of  our  vessels  ;  having  accomplished  this,  I 
returned  to  Constantinaple  on  my  way  to  Smyrna, 
where  1  was  to  embark. 

On  reaching  the  cajulal,  I  bad  several  Interviews 
and  communications  with  my  former  turkisb  iriends, 
and  suggested  otbcr  improvements  io  their  system, 
very  gratifying  to  them. 

Being  informed  by  the  Keis  Effendi  that  permit- 


sion  would  be  granted  me  to  export  one  or  loera 
Arabian  horses,  and  conceiving  that,  whilst  ilwosU 
be  s  personal  object  tu  myself  it  would  also  be  a 
benefit  to  our  country,  if  I  succeeded  in  coovejisK 
one  to  the  United  Statea,  I  visited  the  stnds  of  niaj 
of  the  nobility,  in  order  to  select  some,  sndwu 
on  the  eve  of  closing  for  the  purchase  of  two,  stea, 
the  circumstance  coming  to  the  knowledge  af  lbs 
Sultan,  he,  on  the  Slst  of  Auguat,  directed  (bur 
horses  to  lio  Sent  me  io  his  name.  Although  ita 
was  evidently  not  intended  as  a  present  to  me  in  nj 
official  capacity,  since  the  Ministers  were  swsrs  I 
could  not  accept  them  as  such,  still  the  git  wsi 
one  that  could  not  be  returned  wIUiouC  giving  oSiuice. 
Being  well  informed  that  to  refuse  them  weald  bs 
considered  an  insult  ts  the  Sultan,  and  would  doubt- 
less bo  attended  with  injury  to  the  interests  of  ths 
United  States,  Xr.  Karoni,  as  well  asotheis,  assured 
me  tbat  I  muBt  take  them  away  from  ConstsnliDO- 
ple,  if  I  should  cut  their  ihroais  and  throw  them  artr- 
board  the  neit  day.  I  was  consequently  obliged  lo 
take  them  sod  relinquish  the  purcbaae  of  thoM  I 
had  selected.  I  immediately  bad  the  fourhorsettp- 
praised,  by  competent  judges,  on  the  spot,  and  toiA 
them  with  me  to  Smyrna. 

Having  no  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  tlie 
means  of  raiung  them,  to  pay  for  their  eipeiisa  and 
passage  to  America,  I  ehipped  them  as  a  com^le^ 
cial  adventure,  in  the  name  of,  and  for  account  ot, 
the  owners  of  tbe  vessel  io  which  they  came,  and 
from  whom  I  had  secured  an  iodlvidul  credit  on 
London  previous  to  leaving  the  United  States.  Tbe 
horses  are  consequeotly  in  their  possesion;  but,  if 
tbe  United  States  have  a  claim  for  their  value,  1  pre- 
sume those  gentlemen  will  pay  it  over,  should  Ibej 
sell  for  more  than  the  eipensea  attending  them, 
Vhicb,  of  course,  are  very  considerable. 

So  Esr  as  regards  myself,  I  am  ready  to  traoafer 

I  tbe  United  States  any  right,  title,  or  interest  I 

ay  have  in  them  should  it  bs  required. 

With  greet  respect,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  yon 
obedient  servant,  CEAS.  RHIND. 

7b  Iht  Pretidmi  of  tht  United  SlaUt. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Oommittae 
on  Foreign  ASaiia. 


UoSDAT,  Fehmary  S8. 
Heath  of  Smatcr  Nolle, 
message  was  received  from  tbe  Senate  by 
their  Secretary,  nodding  this  House  that  the 
boDontble  Jaiua   Noblb,  a   Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  died 
at  his  lodgiogB  in  this  city  on  the  27th  instant, 
and  tbat  his  funeral  will  talie  plaoe  this  day  at 
half  past  eleven  o'clock  A,  M.    Whereupon. 
Mr.  Test  moved  the  following  resolntum, 

Raolved,  That  tbe  roemben  of  this  Eoose  wOl  at< 
tend  the  funeral  of  tbe  honorable  Jaicis  Noble,  late 
a  member  of  tbe  Senate  tWim  tbe  Slate  of  Indiana, 
this  day,  at  the  hour  appoioled ;  and  as  a  tes^monf 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they 
'11  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  crspe  round  the 

fl  arm  for  thirty  days. 

This  rcsolaUon  was  agred  to  nnanimouaJj, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  V*'»fia,  it  waa  then 
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OrJtnd,  Thai,  fbr  the  parnou  of  attending  the 
fimeral  of  the  t&te  Senator  Noble,  the  HoDse  «U1 
lake  a  rec«88  nntU  three  o'clock,  F.  U. 

T11B8DIT,  Karch  1. 

Baltimore  and  Wathijiyton  SaUread  SiU. 

The  bill  from  the  SeuAte,  anthorizing  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  Companj-  to  ex- 
tend a  lotera]  railroad  from  Baltimore  to  Wash- 
ingtoQ>  together  with  oertaiu  amendmeata  there- 
to, being  taken  np, 

Mr.  DoDDBiDSB,  Ohairmao  of  the  Oommittee 
fbr  the  District  of  Columbia,  moved  that  the 
Home  couoor  In  tbe  amendments  of  QiO  Ben- 
ate. 

Vr.  Saioncs,  of  Uaryland,  moved  to  reoom- 
mit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  for  the  Distriot. 

Mr,  IIowABD  opposed  the  motion  to  reoom- 
mit  with  great  earnestness.  He  was  coofldent 
that  the  amendments  need  only  to  be  road,  to 
have  their  propriety  at  once  perceived.  Tney 
bad  been  printed ;  and  if  the  gentlemen  had 
not  read  them,  it  waa  their  own  fault.  One  of 
the  amendments  went  to  reserve  the  right  of 
Congress  to  pass  laws  hereafler  for  the  opening 
of  l»Bnoh  roads,  and  to  reffolate  the  speed  of 
Mrs.  The  other,  whioh  had  been  iiiHert«d  at 
the  inatanoe  of  tlie  representation  of  the  Dis- 
trict, went  to  limit  the  termination  of  the  road 
within  the  District,  to  some  point  between  the 
o^titol  nnd  Seventh  street — instead  of  carrying 
it  to  the  Sresident'a  honse  or  Book  Creek.  If 
any  objection  were*  made  to  this,  it  was  to  be 
eipected  from  the  corporation  of  Washington. 
Bat  t>oth  the  boards  constitating  that  body  bad 
prayed  for  this  restriction ;  and,  if  they  con- 
aented  to  it,  who  conld  jastlj  oppose  it  I  Mr. 
H.  expressed  a  fear  that  if  tlie  bill  Ehonld  be 
now  recommitted,  it  wonld   never  regdn  its 

Cx  on  the  calendar.    He  expl^ned  what  had 
n  done  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  on 
this  subject,    lliey  had  granted  to  the  com- 

Bmy  liljerty  to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the 
district  line,  on  condition  that  it  shonld  be 
commenced  within  one  year.  If  the  present 
bai  should  be  rejected,  or  lost  by  delay,  the  com- 
pany would  be  left  in  an  embarrassed  aitaati on. 
Jbe  qaestion  being  then  pnt  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  it  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

TA4  ISirkith  ifunofl. 

The  next  amendment  In  order  was  the  appro- 
priation of  tlS,DOO,  as  compensation  to  the 
commissioners  who  negotiated  the  lat«  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  recommended  to  strike 
ont  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  which  pro- 
^ided  for  this  item,  with  a  proviso  going  to 
disapprove  of  the  appointment  of  the  commis- 
aioners  dnring  a  recess  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Vekplinoic,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  explained  the  grounds  on 
which  that  committee  had  reoommended  to 
itrika  oat  this  item  from  the  amendments  of 


the  Senate.  Of  the  exact  character  of  the  per- 
sons to  be  compensated,  he  would  not  speak,  as 
there  was  no  distinct  evidence  on  that  snbjeot 
before  the  Honse ;  whether  tbey  were  to  be 
understood  as  acting  nnder  a  special  commis- 
aion  as  the  personal  agents  of  the  President,  or 
whether  they  were  to  be  considered  as  charges 
des  affaires,  there  was  no  evidence  on  which 
to  decide.  The  subject  was  Imown  to  have  ex- 
cited great  warmth  elsewhere ;  and  the  com- 
mittee, considering  the  very  inaccurate  Infor- 
mation submitted  to  them,  and  believing  that 
the  Kreat  question  entered  Into  by  the  proviso 
was  likely,  especially  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  to  delay,  and  possibly  endanger,  the  bill, 
and  thereby  injnrionsly  to  affect  other  great 
interests,  bad  been  nnanimoos  in  recommend- 
ing that  the  whole  amendment,  as  well  the  ap- 
propriation  as  the  proviso  accompanying  it 
ahonld  be  stricken  ont  The  parties  concerned 
wonld,  he  presumed,  be  paid  either  from  the 
contingent  fund,  or  from  the  secret  service  fnodj 
bn^  if  not  paid  at  this  time,  they  mast  take 
their  chance  of  being  provided  for  by  the  next 
Gongreas.  The  committee  oonaidered  it  an  act 
of  public  duty  to  report  against  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Wi.TKs'fonud  one  difBonlty  in  agre^ng 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  If  this  appropriation  should  be  stricken 
out,  there  was  no  fund  to  whioh  the  individuals 
concerned  conld  look  for  payment.  Thej  bad 
rendered  important  services ;  they  had  been 
the  agents  in  the  highest  act  which  one  de- 
partment of  the  Oovernment  could  perform. 
He  felt  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Vbbpl*N0k,)  and 
he  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  constrained  to  ao- 
qniesoe  in  them;  but  the  Honse  mnst  make 
some  certain  provision  for  men  who  had  per- 
formed an  important pnblic service.  Wastbere 
no  other  part  of  the  bill  to  which  an  additional 
appropriation  might  be  appended,  by  which  the 
object  could  be  scoured  1  In  the  estimate  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  interconrse, 
there  was  one  item  of  (25,000.  There  was  no 
proposal  to  strike  that  out ;  and,  with  a  view 
to  avoid  debate,  he  wonld  propose  to  emend  the 
present  amendment,  by  adding  to  that  clause 
the  words  "  and  $16,000,  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expense  of  forei^  intercourse,  heretofore 
incnrrea."  The  Ohair  decided  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  amend  an  amendment  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Inokksoll  said,  the  gectjeman  oould 
easily  arrive  at  his  object,  by  allowing  a  vote 
first  to  be  taken  on  the  present  amendment.  If 
these  conuniBBioners  were  to  be  paid  at  all,  it 
should  be  out  of  the  secret  service  fund.  They 
had  been  appointed  by  the  President,  under 
that  power  of  the  Executive  whioh  gives 
him  control  over  this  fund,  and,  if  so,  they 
ooght  to  be  paid  in  that  way.  Mr.  I.  said  be 
thought  he  perceived  where  the  difficulty  of 
the  gentieman  lay ;  the  gentleman  was  appro- 
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did  not  know ;  tb«  gentletnau  uo  donbt  knew 
better  than  he  did.  All  that  be  oonid  eay  wan, 
that  he  thought  the  HoDse  ought  to  take  a 
qnestton  on  the  point  now  before  it,  and  there- 
by settle  the  qneation  of  the  disputed  power  of 
the  Exeontire. 


gaidemen  meant  when  thej  talked  aboat  the 
Moret  service  fnnd  being  exhausted;  he  was 
oompletely  in  the  dark.  Bla  colleague,  from 
the  Committee  of  Wajs  and  Means,  (Hr.  Vbr- 
PLASOE,)  told  the  House  that  that  coromittee  had 
no  inlbrmation — another  gentleman  told  them 
tiiat  the  oommiasionera  had  been  appointed  by 
somebody,  and  that  some  provisions  would  be 
made  for  them  by  somebody,  nobody  knew 
who.  For  himself,  he  was  not  in  the  secrets  of 
the  cabinet ;  neither  was  the  Houm  in  those 
eeoreta.  If  any  pnbho  Uinlsters  or  charges 
were  to  be  proviaed  for,  let  the  Qovemment 
send  the  House  some  information — let  it  send 
the  treaties  that  had  been  made — let  it  tell  the 
Honse  who  the  commiasionerH  are.  For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  find  such  persons  ennmer- 
aled  among  oor  diplomatic  agents.  The  House 
was  asked  to  act  in  the  daA — 'somebody  sdd 
thej  wanted  money,  bnt  tBe  Government  had 
not  condescended  to  tell  th^  people  of  the 
United  States  what  it  was  wanted  for.  The 
House  had  received  no  estimate,  no  report  j 
the  Government  gave  it  no  information  but  this 
— that  it  wanted  money.  The  House  had  no 
facts  to  go  npon,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it 
would  strike  out  the  whole  appropriation.  The 
item  of  $26,000  for  contingent  expenses  was  in- 
tended for  some  other  purpose,  he  did  not 
know  what ;  he  hoped  th^  would  be  stricken 
out,  too,  unless  some  further  information  was 
given.  When  he  voted  away  money,  he  liked 
to  do  it  underatandin^y.  This  sum  was  not 
for  the  ordinary  contmgent  fnnd  ;  if  it  was  to 
be  spent  in  presents  to  the  Grand  Turk,  he 
ahoold  like  to  know  the  fact.  He  wished  to 
know  what  he  was  doing.  Were  these  (26,000 
to  be  paid  for  gold  snuff-boxes,  diamond-headed 
da^ers,  horses,  oma,  or  what  was  it  for  ? 

Mr.  Yerplakok  asked  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
SroBss,)  whether  the  object  of  bis  inquiry  was 
to  obtain  a  list  of  the  special  contmgent  ex- 
penses of  the  Turkish  legation.  The  present  sum 
of  f  15,000  was  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  sum 
of  (25,000,  provided  for  general  contingent  ex- 
peases.  It  was  not  usoafto  lay  the  particul^ 
of  foreign  intercourse  directly  or  indirectly  be- 
fore the  Honse. 

Ur.  Watne  asked  gentiemen  to  state  whether, 
if  this  article  was  stricken  out,  certain  persons 
who  had  rendered  pnblio  service  woald  not  he 
lett.to  take  their  chance  for  being  paid  before 
next  Congress;  and  he  agun  asked  whether 
there  was  not  any  other  part  of  the  bill  on 
which  an  amendment  could  be  grafted  to  se- 
oore  the  payment  of  agents,  the  value  of  whose 
imblic  services  had  l>een  acknowledged  by  the 
nighest  act  which  any  Government  could  per- 
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form,  viz.,  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  wbiclt 
they  had  made. 

Mr.  UoDcFFis  observed  that  the  qneetiin 
now  was  only  as  to  one  portion  of  the  Beoste'i 
ameudment — to  the  remainder  the  gentleman 
mwht  add  what  he  pleased. 

Hr.  BnsoKs  observed  that  he  could  not  we 
why  persona  who  had  been  in  the  eerrice  of 
the  country  sbould  not  be  paid.  Why  eusht 
the  appropriation  to  be  stricken  outt  Did 
gentiemen  intend  that  the  agents  of  the  Oov- 
emment  Bhocld  not  be  paid?  Why  not  paid! 
Had  they  rendered  no  service  ?  or  was  the  ser- 
vice which  they  bad  rendered  illegal  ?  If  they 
had  not  rendered  any  service,  how  came  tbis 
clause  in  the  bill,  if  the  service  had  been  ren- 
dered in  an  illegal  or  unconstitutional  manoert 
Tet,  so  far  as  the  country  was  bound  in  equity, 
why  should  not  this  House  say,  with  the  Sen- 
ate, this  does  not  justify  us  in  withholding  their 
Say  t  Why  was  uie  clause  to  be  stricken  onti 
Tas  any  gentleman  prepared  to  say  that  the 
President  had  the  right,  without  consulting  tiie 
Senate,  to  send  abroad  envoys  to  negotiate 
treaties,  unless  nnder  the  pressing  exigencies  of 
wart    Can  he  consummate  this  act  without 


which  occurs  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
but  that  he  may,  without  the  Senate,  originate 
any  mission  he  pleases  ?  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  President  could  send  out  aa 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  state  of 
our  relations  with  a  foreign  power,  bnt  thia 
mnst  be  done  secretly.  Such  sgenta  never 
were  accredited.  The  President  might;  in  this 
manner,  discover  by  what  means  our  relaticKis 
with  a  foreign  power  might  be  improved ;  hat 
he  might  not  appoint  and  send  abroad  high 
public  envoys  without  first  consulting  the  fix- 
ate. Mr.  B.  called  upon  all  who  heard  him  to 
say  whether  they  were  prepared  to  aanctiim 
BOch  a  power  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  trusted  there  were  none.  Md  the 
House  then  intend  to  deprive  these  agents  of 
their  pay  t  Were  they  to  be  left  to  chance  fijr 
their  remuneration  T  Would  the  House  indulge 
a  disposition  to  employ  services  when  th^ 
were  needed,  and  then  leave  the  servants  to 
get  their  pay  how  they  could  ?  No,  sir,  said 
Mr.  B. ;  the  laborer's  wa^es  shall  never  sleep 
with  me.  I  trust  there  is  no  man  here  who 
will  vote  to  pot  these  agents  pff  to  Biiother 
Consress.  Mr.  Bbind  was  our  consal  to  Odes- 
sa—he  is  known  to  be  poor,  and  to  poesess 
nothing  but  what  the  Government  gives  him. 
He  behevod  himself  to  be  employed  by  a  com-   ■ 

Eetent  power — let  us  pay  him  for  the  services 
e  performed— but  let  us,  at  the  same  time, 
take  care  to  say  that  the  power  which  employed 


Mr.  McI>it:pfib  said  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  no  intention  of  being  un- 
derstood as  saying  that  these  agents  were  not 
entitled  to  compensation  for  their  services — the 
oonunittee  were  unanimous   in  the  oontraiy 
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opiDian;  bat  tbey  htid  &iled  in  Bccomplialiing 
tne  oUect  they  had  in  view  in  recommeoding 
that  uiiB  item  b«  stricken  ont,  which  was  to 
avoid  debute.  The;  desired  to  present  the 
qpertioQ  in  anoh  a  way  as  might  conciliate  all. 
He  agreed  tiiat  the  simple  striking  out  of  this 
appropriatjon  might,  at  first  view,  appear  like 
the  expreswon  of  an  opinion  that  the  individnals 
in  qneetion  are  not  entitled  to  compensation; 
but  snch  was  not  hia  opinion,  nor  that  of  the 
(Mimmittee.  Ibej  were,  donbtless,  entitled  to 
oorapensation ;  and  if  the  Bouse  could  provide 
afnad  ontof  which  thej  might  be  ptud,  he  should 
be  glad.  He  had  no  wiah  te  appear  aa  if  avoid' 
ing  a  vote  on  the  principle  contained  in  tht 
Senate's  amendment,  but  he  did  wish  to  avoid 
discussion.  His  opinion  waa,  and  he  presumed 
there  were  few  but  woold  agree  with  him,  that 
tiie  President  did  not  possess  power  to  appoint 
ICoisters  plenipotentiary  during  a  recoas  of  the 
8«uate,  withoQt  aotninatin^  them  to  the  Senate 
at  its  nest  ancceeding  session.  But,  if  he  was 
oompelled  to  vote,  he  should  not  hesitate  to  say 
Out  he  was  unwilling  te  give  a  vote  which 
might  be  construed  into  a  censore  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  what  he  had  done.  He  was  s.'LtisSed 
that  the  affur  had  happened  throngh 
oversight,  without  any  baa  intent  The  Senate 
had  deemed  it  proper  te  vindicate  its 
power,  by  inserting  the  proviso.  The  House 
bad  no  aneh  object  and  no  snch  obligation. 
The  Senate  had  now  done  what  they  desired, 
and  what  (hey  had  a  perfect rightte  do,  and  he 
hoped  that  further  debate  woold  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Ellbwobib  observed  thotthe  Iloose  was 
now  brought  back  to  the  question  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Iidand,  0£r,  Bdbgis.)  Certain  public  agents 
had  performed  important  services ;  they  had 
the  Gurest  daim  te  ne  iademnified,  and  indem- 
nified at  this  time ;  and,  onleas  the  House  in- 
tended te  compensate  them  in  some  other  mode, 
they  onght  not  to  strike  out  this  appropriation. 
If  gentlemen  did  not  like  the  proviso,  let  them 
strike  it  ont;  but  the  d^ax  to  compensation 
was  certainly  Just  and  fur,  and  he  could  never 
consent  to  stnke  out  a  just  appropriation  be- 
cause of  the  proviso  that  was  attached  te  it 

itr.  Bkattok  said  that  he  deprecated  argn- 
ment  as  mnch  as  any  gentleman,  and  he  should 
make  none,  unless  he  felt  bound  in  duty  to  do 
BO — he  should  not  vote  for  striking  ont  the 
clause,  even  if  he  thought  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  ths  commissioners  was  illegal  or  un- 
eonsUtntional.  Bat  he  thought  it  was  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  constitutional  power,  so  far  as  any 
oonstruction  of  the  constitution  could  derive 
force  from  precedent.  This  was  supported  by 
aameroaa  examplea.  He  was  not  for  striking 
•  oat  the  proviso.  He  considered  these  aceuts 
as  entitled  te  aalaries.  There  was  a  fund  out 
of  which  they  might  be  paid,  and  there  waa 
not  the  smallest  objection  te  the  amendment. 

Ur.  MoDowFO,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ellswobth, 
observed,  that  if  that  gentleman's  vote  to  strike 
OBt  this  tdaote  depended  on  the  House  provid- 


inc  some  other  mode  of  compensation,  his  diffi- 
culty might  easily  be  removed ;  for  as  soon  aa 
the  House  should  vote  te  strike  out  this  amend- 
ment, thegentleman  from  Qeorgia(Mr.  Wathk) 
would  introduce  another  clause  to  cover  the 
same  object  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
agreeing  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  their  propceed  amendment,  going  to 
strike  oat  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  it 
waa  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  t2B,000  for  the  contingent  expenses . 
of  the  mission,  and  substituting  $5,000.  Mr.  S. 
said  that  this  $2S,000,  was  intended  to  provide 
the  tribute  onstemarily  given  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  he  understood  it  The  old  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  may  feel  it  their  interest  to 
procure,  by  these  means,  the  friendship  of  the 
SnWime  Porte,  Turkey  lays  under  tribute 
every  nation  with  which  she  has  intercvnrseL 
by  her  policy  of  requiring  presents.  He  asked 
if  it  was  proper  for  us,  while  keeping  np  friend- 
ly relations  with  Russia,  without  any  Hinister 
at  St  Petersburg,  to  acquiesce  in  this  course. 
He  considered  it  unsouna  policy,  after  keeping 
ourselves,  for,  half  a  century,  without  associat- 
ing with  the  politicians  at  Oonstantinople,  to 
send  a  oharg6,  when  a  oonsul  would  be  as  effi- 
cient to  secnre  onr  interests.  He  stated  tbot  in 
sending  a  charge  we  shall  only  make  our  coun- 
try appear  ridiculous,  because,  while  the  plrait- 
potentiaries  of  other  conrts  are  admitted  to  the 
"  brightness  of  the  sublime  presence,"  ourchai^ 
wilt  be  compelled  to  stand  at  the  door  among 
the  servants  and  understrappers,  and  thus  would 
the  m^esty  of  the  American  people  be  repre- 
sented. He  took  a  view  of  the  accnmuhrijng 
expenses  of  the  diplomatic  corps  nnce  the  pres- 
ent Administration  came  into  power,  and 
asked  if  this  was  a  redemption  of  the  pledges 
given  by  them  before  they  were  in  office.  We 
are  called  on  to  send  a  charg6  te  disgrace  the 
American  people  before  all  Europe,  and  te  pay 
$25,000  ont  of  our  Treosurr  for  this  privilege. 
There  has  been  no  information  communicated 
to  this  House  to  call  for  this  appropriation  j  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  make  any  appropriation, 
without  sufficient  knowledge  communicated  in 
a  proper  manner.  He  had  heard  mnch  of  this 
treaty  out  of  doors.  He  had  heard  that  parts 
of  it  ore  very  exceptionable;  and  It  was  ru- 
mored that  It  had  not  been  ratified.  We  have 
been  told  by  the  President,  in  his  opening  Mes- 
B,  of  a  liberal  treaty  with  Turkey.  He  did 
understand  the  term.  Was  it  not  a  recip- 
rocal treaty  t  He  bad  heard  that  Captein 
Biddle  had  written  a  long  letter  renrobatinz 
some  parts  of  the  treaty.  He  had  also  heard 
of  Mr.  Rhind  and  his  acts.  But  he  desired  that 
the  treaty  should  be  communicated  te  the  House 
before  the  appropriation  is  given.  H»tbought 
it  necessary  that  we  should  know  for  what  we 
ore  called  on  to  dve  this  money. 

Mr.  Oabbos  said  it  always  gave  him  pleasure 
to  listen  M  the  gentleman  &ODt  New  Tuk,  who 
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bad  Inst  takeu  hia  seat,  bec&ose  of  the  abilitj 
which  he  alwaja  manifeeted.  It  was  nutter  of 
deep  regret  that  tajenta  of  so  hi^  an  order 
shoold  be  enliBted  on  the  wrong  side.  But,  on 
the  preseat  occasion,  Mr.  0.  was  cooatrained  to 
oonntM  that  he  never  heard  the  gentleman  ftYim 
New  Tork  make  a  speech  on  that  floor  which 
he  himself  seemed  less  to  feel.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  set  out  with  t«lliDg  the  House 
Uiat  he  was  perfectly  in  the  dark ;  that  be  conld 
not  St  all  naderstand  the  debate;  bat  what  a 
deTelopment  bad  the  Hoose  witnessed,  and  on 
what  anthorit/  had  it  been  made  I  *  The  first 
thing  the  gentleman  had  discovered  woa  the 
estauishment  of  a  new  mission,  wluch  was  to 
ooBt  the  country  Ood  knows  how  mnch.  Each 
new  Minister,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  fnmiHhed 
with  new  snuff-boxes  and  every  subsequent  Con- 
gress was  t-o  be  bound  to  make  new  Mid  further 
appropriations.  The  Ministers,  too,  were  to 
make  themselves  ridiouloos,  by  appearing  in  an 
inferior  grade;  and  the  gentleman's  motion 
would  go  to  render  them  still  more  ridioulons. 
The  President  had  submitted  the  treaty  to  the 
Senate,  and  Mr.  0,  had  nnderstpod  that  the 
treaty  had  been  ratified  with  an  amendment 
which  went  to  strike  out  one  offensive  article. 
Be  was  not  sure  that  this  was  the  case,  but  he 
had  been  so  informed.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
eieontive  duty,  the  Preddent  had  submitted  to 
the  Senate  the  propriety  of  establisliing  a  dip- 
lomatio  mission  to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The 
bill  at  first  provided  for  the  ontflt  of  a  full  Min- 
ister, but  the  committee  (consisting  of  the  gen- 
Uemati''B  friends)  liad  reduced  the  Minisiier  to  a 
ohargS,  and  had  thereby  afforded  the  gentleman 
an  opportunity  of  holding  up  to  the  House  a 
very  entertaining  gpeetacle,  where  our  Minister 
appeared  dancing  attendance  out  of  doors 
among  servants  and  dragomen,  but  never  ad- 
mitted to  the  brightness  of  the  Sultan's  sublime 
presence.  The  gentleman  appeared  to  have 
thought  a  good  deal  on  the  subject,  and  he  was 
sorry  he  had  not  obtained  any  information  as 
to  the  political  consequences  arising  from  this 
difference  of  grade  in  our  Ministera.  Probably 
another  agent  might  be  needed  ;  but  that  was 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  as  they  had  the  ex- 
clusive appointment  of  new  Ministers.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  if  he  recollected 

a'  :ht,  bad  advocated  the  Panama  mission. 
d  the  gentleman  at  that  time  ask  for  the  in- 
structions given  to  onr  Minister  I  Far  from 
it.  All  then  was  to  be  confidence  in  the  Exec- 
utive. The  HoDse  was  to  repose  an  official 
confidence  in  the  Executive.  Why  did  not  the 
House  now  hear  from  him  the  same  langnage  ? 
The  gentleman  had  urofessed  great  ignorance ; 
but,  whatever  mignt  be  his  disclaimers,  the 
House  all  knew  full  well  tiiat  the  gentleman 
was  acqu^nted  with  the  manner  in  which 
TurkislMtreaties  were  nsnally  negotiated.  He 
knew  perfectly  well  that  presents  were  always 
made  by  every  nation  who  wished  to  maintain 
diplomatic  relations,  or  obtun  commeroial  ad- 
Toutagee,  or  hold  any  intercourse  with  the 


[Uutca,IttL 

Turkish  courL  The  oommerdal  benefits  to  be 
obtained  by  the  present  arrangement  the  gentle- 
man had  token  great  care  to  throw  into  tlw 
shade ;  yet,  if  any  commercial  advuitage  was 
to  be  derived  to  Uie  country,  what  city  or  wh*t 
State  of  the  Union  was  so  likely  to  share  m  it 
as  that  from  which  the  gentleman  came  I  Th» 
city  of  New  York,  to  which  he  understood  ths 
genUemnn  had  lately  removed  his  residenca, 
being  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  tht 
country,  had  the  deepest  intereet  in  a  qaeatioa 
of  this  kind.  The  gentleman  had  said  a  p«at 
deal  about  paying  tributo,  and  presenting  dia- 
mond snnff-boiea  to  an  infidel  power.  This 
lan^age  might,  perhaps,  take  wiUi  the  Bnteh 
of  New  York,  (to  use  a  phraae  which  he  bid 
heard  the  gentleman  employ,}  and  it  showed  tht 
gentleman's  great  deference  for  the  sense  and 
information  of  his  constituents.  But,  if  th« 
gentleman  could  impose  upon  his  own  constibt- 
enta,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  could,  with  equil 
ease,  deceive  the  American  people.  They  pM- 
sesB  too  much  intelligence  for  such  an  operatioi. 
Mr.  0.  said  that  Andrew  Jackson  had  discharged 
his  duty.  The  House  could  not  yet  have  the 
treaty  laid  before  it,  but  it  opened  a  prospect  vt 
great  pecuniwy  advantage  to  the  nation,  from 
a  participation  in  the  oommerce  of  the  Blsck 
Bm.  All  this  the  gentleman  well  understood; 
and  if,  with  the  full  understanding  of  it,  .he 
chose  to  take  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
such  a  measure,  on  him,  luid  on  those  who 
acted  with  him,  let  it  rest,  and  not  upon  An- 
drew Jaoluon,  or  the  Senate  of  the  Uniud 
States. 

Mr.  Abohkb  stud  that  he  would  coDfine  him' 
self  to  two  or  three  remarks,  by  way  of  eX' 
planation.  The  gentleman  (Mr,  Stobbs)  bad 
commenced  by  supponng  that  the  object  of  this 
treaty  was  to  put  tne  country  in  a  degrading  atti- 
tude— to  grant  a  tribute,  to  boy  a  treaty  of  dw 
Sublime  Forte.  But  6uch  had  been  no  part  of 
the  object.  The  treaty  was  made.  It  had  ben 
ratified,  with  the  exception  of  one  article.  So 
far  from  soliciting  or  begnng  a  treaty,  tiis 
treaty  had  been  made  and  ratified,  and  ths 
oltject  was  to  open  commercial  oonneotions 
between  the  United  States  and  some  of  the 
nchest  countries  in  the  old  world;  and  the 
present  appropriation  was  asked  in  order  that 
our  country  might  realize  these  benefita.  Oar 
interest  in  those  seas  was  ereat  and  extended, 
and  tiie  question  was,  whether  we  onght  not  to 
have  commercial  agents  to  supervise  the  inter- 
osts  of  the  United  States,  Bat  gentlemen  aik, 
why  not  intrust  this  duty  to  our  consuls  I  If 
the  bill  had  done  ao,  the  expense  would  have 
been  the  same.  The  Government  now  pays 
our  consul  at  Algiers  $4,000 ;  and  the  Balary  of 
a  charg^  was  but  $4,600.  Nothing  wonld  be. 
gained,  therefore,  by  sabatitutinR  the  consul; 
the  only  difference  would  be,  that  the  laUei 
appointment  would  not  be  productive  of  audi 
good  effecta.  But  to  show  that  the  gentiemao 
would  be  eatiaSed  with  no  conduct  of  the 
Administration,  and  that  he  held  It  a  duty  lo 
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find  bolt,  the  gentlonaii  bad  told  the  House, 
that,  if  we  were  to  have  any  mimoo  to  Turkey, 
it  oogfat  to  be  aa  embawf  eztraordiaaiT.  That 
was  what  the  ExeontiTe  bad  asked  for,  and 
what  tite  Senate  bad  refnsed.  If  the  preaent 
pUn  was  wrong,  tbe  Anlt  was  not  with  the 
nesideoL 

If  it  was  good  that  we  shoold^old  oommer- 
oial  relatioDS  witb  Uie  bonndlesa  territories  of 
the  Tark,  (retatioru  wbiob  had  beretttfore  ex- 
tended hat  a  short  diatanoe  aronnd  SmTraa,) 
was  the  oountrj  to  refuse  ihie  advantage, 
beoaoae  the  gentleman  from  New  York  thought 
it  degrading  to  make  presents  to  the  Grand 
Beisnior,  to  the  unonut  of  $36,000  ?  If  we  held 
an^  an  opinion,  we  Bboold  be  the  only  power 
who  thonght  so ;  all  other  nations  have  acted 
otherwise.  If  the  oonntry  was  to  have  political 
and  commercial  relatiooB  with  the  Forte  at  all, 
it  ooold  no  more  have  them  without  presents 
than  witbont  Uinistors.  No  Minister  wnnld 
have  been  reccdved,  or  pennitt«d  to  open  his 
credentials,  till  be  bad  offered  tbe  cnaMmar; 
its.  This  Qovemmeat  once  received  a 
n  from  a  Turkish  power,  sad  we  pud  the 
BnuHHsador  a  regolar  stipend  every  week,  si- 
tbongh  he  came  only  to  make  an  ^ology  for 
a  threat  wbtoh  bad  been  ottered  bjbis  oonnb7 
Bgainst  onia.  We  piOd  all  the  expenses  of  bis 
embassy,  and  allowed  him  $300  per  week  dnr- 
iog  hia  stay.  Was  that  ezpeaditnre  considered 
extravagant  then  I  Was  uie  oonntry,  for  aach 
a  ressDO,  to  refuse  tbe  apology  of  a  foreign 
power,  and  thereby  to  avert  tbe  necessity  of 
a  wart  Ur.  Jefferson  was  wiser  than  that. 
The  long  and  the  short  of  ibis  matter  was,  that 
here  were  presented  to  ns  real  and  great  com- 
mercial advantages.  Extensive  re^ons,  among 
eome  of  the  richest  on  the  glol>e,  were  sbont  to 
be  opened  to  tbe  United  States.  We  were  to 
hold  commercial  relations  wttli  all  tlie  oonntries 
ajonod  tbe  Black  Sea ;  Imd  we  were  to  have 
Uiis  advantage  in  the  most  eoonomical  form — 
at  the  expense  of  m^tsining  a  sin^e  chargi. 
As  to  tiie  other  items,  they  were  merely  the 
nerewTy  appendigee  of  sach  a  mission.  A 
and  presBnts  were  matters  of  ooone 


dragoman 
kt^ecoBi 


iir.  BrOBsa  replied ;  when 

The  qne^oD  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
fdilx,  &nwBS,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative  by 
a  large  m^ority. 

Kr.  Wa^thb  then  moved  the  ameodment  he 
had  bdbre  proposed,  vii :  to  insert  after  the 
item  of  (20,000,  the  following : 


The  amendment  was  adopted — yeas  70,  turn 
.«5. 

Hr.  Wir.r.nira  noir  moved  to  insert  the  pro- 
viso^ bat  die  motion  was  rejected — yeas  S3, 
nars  100. 

tir.  Deatioii  moved  an  item  of  $1,500  for 
tlM  salary  of  a  stodeot  of  laagoages,  bnt  tbe 
'—ant  was  rejected. 


[U.  or  R. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  WxrtiEj  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  tbe  debate  doaed.  The  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  amendments  to  the 
Honse. 

Mr.  Takob  moved  for  a  division  of  tbe  ones-    . 
timi  on  the  amendment  which  had  been  so  long 
debated  in  committee. 

Tbe  question  was  accordingly  divided,  and 
being  pat  on  the  ^propriating  dense,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  McHOBa  fuled  in  an  attempt  to  modify  it. 
And  the  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  demand- 
ed by  Mr.  Vakob,  and  ordered  by  the  House, 
were  taken,  and  stood  as  followa : 
Tiis. — Memn.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  An- 

El,  Archer,  Bsrrlnger,  Junes  BUir,  Bockee,  Boon, 
irst,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Csmbrelenf ,  Cvson,  Clai- 
bomo.  Clay,  Connor,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  I^niel, 
Dtvenport,  Deberry,  Denny,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll, 
Findlay,  Ford,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  HaUey,  Har- 
vey, Haynes,  Holland,  HolfWn,  Howard,' Hubbard, 
WiUlim  W.  Irvin,  TbomM  Irwio,  Jarvis,  Bichard 
H.  Johnion,  Cave  Johnson,  Eennon,  Perkins  King, 
Lunar,  Let,  Leavitl,  Lent,  Lewia,  Loyall,  Lnmpkia, 
Kagee,  Thoowa  H&iwell,  UcCreery,  McCoy,  Hclhif- 
fie,  Hclntire,  Killer,  Hicchell,  Kuhlenberg,  Fatton, 
Peaice,  PetLis,  Potk,  Potter,  Sauford,  Scott,  Wm. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Sblalds,  Smith, 
Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Rlohard  Spencer,  Ste- 
phena,  Snthsrland,  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Trei- 
vant.  Tucker,  Wayne,  Wilde— SS. 

Hits. — Hessn.  Allen,  Armitrong,  Arnold,  Barn- 
well, Baylor,  Beekmuk,  Butmaa,  Caiapb^  CUIds, 
Chilton,  Coke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowlsa,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Doha,  Draper,  Eager, 
Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horaoa  Everett,  Finch, 
Oaither,  Gaiiey,  Hawkins,  Hodges,  Hnghes,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Johns,  Lecompte,  Lyon,  MarUndsle, 
Lewia  Uaiwell,  Hercer,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  nenon. 
Reed,  Rencher,  R[ahardAOn,  BnusU,  SCanberry,  - 
Swift,  Taiurerrc,  Test,  Vance,  Tamam,  Yintou, 
WasbhiKton,  Wbittleaey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil- 
liams, Yuicey — GT. 

So  the  Honse  agreed  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  proviso  whioh 
the  Senate  bad  inserted,  and  wnicb  is  in  tbe 
words  following : 

"  Prondtd  almyi.  That  DOtUnp  In  this  act  oon> 
tained  shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any 
way  approving,  the  appointment  of  these  peisons^ 
by  tbe  Freuileut  alunc,  during  the  receas  of  the 
Senate,  uid  witbout  their  advice  and  consect,  as 
commis^onera  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  tbe  Otto- 
man Porte." 

WBDitsaDAY,  March  3. 
Trade  to  Oaaiih  /ilantil. 
Mr.  Oambszlxho,  from  the  Ooramtttee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  StatA,  trans- 
mittins  the  oorrespondenoe  between  the  Dan- 
ish Mmister  and  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  oon- 
ceming  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  tbe  ialand  of  St.  Croix,  made  the 
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followiog  report ;  whic^ 
the  table: 

"  ni«  Committee  on  Oommerce,  to  wbich  wui  r«7 
fored  tbe  eorr«Bpoiuilence  betireea  tbe  DuuBbMin- 
iMer  and  the  Secretarf  of  Stale,  coDoeming  the 
commerce  of  the  UoJCed  States  with  the  Uknd  of 
St.  Croix,  m^B  the  following  report: 

"  The  Daciah  Uinleter  repreBeala  tliBt  the  prod- 
nee  and  manufactures  of  the  United  SUtes  bave 
been  uoiforcnlj  admitted  Into  the  island  of  St. 
Croix  without  dot;,  or  at  Tery  moderate  rates,  and 
that  the  TesBcli  of  other  coaotTiea  have  been  ei- 
clnded.  The  navigation  of  the  United  Itaiee  baa 
been  pennitted  bj  Denmark  to  enjo;  Uie  almost 
entire  monopol;  of  her  coloaial  commerce.  While 
that  Qovemment  baa  extended  to  iu  these  adran- 
tages,  tbe  Damah  Uinister  complains  that  we  have 
BDgmentcd  our  dutiea  upon  the  produce  of  the 
ialand  of  Bt.  Crcut,  so  much  as  to  render  it  imposd- 
ble  for  the  planter  to  pay  for  hia  aupptiea ;  and  tliat 
unless  some  change  should  be  made,  tlie  commerce 
of  that  ialand  most,  of  necessity,  be  driven  into 
some  other  channel 

"  The  committee  have  alao  before  them  a  mi 
rial  of  American  cilizena,  interested  directly 
indirectly  in  the  plantations  of  St.  Croix,  sustaining 
the  reprenentalion  of  tbe  Danish  Uinister.  To  re- 
vive this  branch  of  oommerue,  the  Minister  pro- 
posed certiun  commercial  arrangements,  which  were 
dechned  by  the  President,  as  thej  were  fonnded 
npon  conces^ona  of  an  ezclu^ve  character.  At 
the  request  of  the  Uinister,  the  correspondence  was 
referred  to  Congress : 

"  The  following  propoeali  vera  otTered  by  Den- 

L  "That,  in  the  intercourse  of  the  island  of  St. 
Croix  with  foreign  countries  beyond  the  West  In- 
dian seas,  no  foreign  ahips  but  tbose  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  admitted  to  an  entry  at  the  cnstom- 
tioiuea  of  tbe  island,  nor  suffered  to  export  produce 
thence ;  (the  whole  trade  of  the  island  will  thos  be 
reserved  to  the  Danish  and  American  flags.) 

2.  "  That  Indian  com  and  Indian  corn  me 
•ported  Into  the  Island  of  St.  Croii  from  the  United 
States,  shall  be  subject  to  no  duty  whatever;  (this 
article  amounts  to  neariy  twenty  thouaand  pun- 
cheons annoally  ;)  and 

8.  "  That  all  other  articles,  without  any  Hmitation 
whatever,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the 
island  of  St.  Croix  from  tbe  Umted  Slates,  subject 
to  such  duties  only  as  by  this  arrangement  shall  be 
agreed  upon,  and  which  shall  not  exceed  five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  cerUin  articles,  cooddcred  ne- 
ceesaricl,  or  of  general  use  and  consumption,  as 
flour,  salted  proviuons  of  any  kind,  butter,  cheese, 
tallow,  candlee,  fish  oil,  oil  of  turpentine,  live  stock, 
and  horses,  staves,  hoops,  headings,  shingles,  boards 
and  deals  of  sU  descriptions,  and  dl  sorts  of  manu- 
factured good*  of  tbe  coarser  kind,  whether  made 
from  woo^  metsla,  wool,  or  cotton,  and  not  exceed- 
fog  ten  per  cent,  ad  Tslorem  on  all  otlier  artidea 
coming  more  properly  under  tbe  denomination  of 
luiurice,  as  furnitures,  carriages,  gigs,  kc. 

"The  concesMons  were,  however,  proposed  only 
npon  condition  that  tlie  United  S(at«a  would  also 
concede  euliuive  advantages  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  St.  Croix,  including  a  provision  that 
the  produce  of  that  isUnd  should  be  admitted  Into 
this  country  at  lower  rates  of  duly  than  might  be 
leviedupon  similar  producdons  of  other  countries. 

"The  friendly  policy  of  Denmark,  and  the  re- 
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catt  maiUfestatlon  of  her  justice  towards  thli  Moo- 
try,  should  recommend  any  propomtion  of  hen  to 
our  most  favorable  conridsration.  Bnt  with  evsry 
dispoudon  to  receive  these  proposals  in  a  spirit  of 
mutual  liberality,  tbe  comluitle«  dbcover  too  muj 
and  substantial  objections  to  any  aTTangemsDl  of 
the  character  proposed.  It  has  always  been  on 
vise  policy  to  olTer  equal  commercial  advantages  to 
all  naUons,  and  to  entangle  ourselves  with  no  em- 
barrassiDg  arraogementa  with  any  country ;  grant- 


tions  of  particular  nations,  which  ai«  not  ofeed  to 
alL    The  committee  deem  it  impolilk  to  taSxt  into 

any  exclusive  arrangement 
restrained  from  n 
by  our  obligations 
the  productions  of  St.  Croix  are  undoubtedly  too 
liigfa  to  admit  of  a  mutually  profitable  eichaoge  In 
commerce  with  that  island.  We  may,  ho v- 
r,  indulge  the  hope  that  some  modification  of 
imposts  may  follow  the  redemption  of  our  pub- 
lic debt,  which  will  be  more  favorable  to  tlM  pro- 
ductions of  an  island  which,  from  its  vidiuty  to  oar 
continent,  may  be  almost  considered  a  oommemal 
appendage  of  the  United  Statea.  Bnt  whatever 
meaaure  wa  may  adopt,  should  be  of  a  general 
character,  operatmg  with  a  Just  equality  on  our 
commerce  with  all  nations.  The  committee,  tbne- 
fore,  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  tbe  oorrespondence." 


TEtimBDAr,  Uarcb  8. 
Thanbto  the  Speaker. 

Ur.  Causon  rose  (Ur.  HoDnmx  tempororilj 
oooDpying  the  chur)  and  aaiA,  the  KouseoC 
Representativw  of  die  twenty-first  0«ngreis 
had  met  for  the  last  time ;  and  when  we  sepa- 
rate to-day,  said  he,  many  of  ns  will  hftve  paiied 
to  meet  no  more  forever.  Uy  heart  admonishes 
me  that  this  Is  a  fit  ocoaston  for  aa  to  offer  np 
all  onr  animosities  vpon  the  altar  of  peac«^ 
kindness,  and  good  will.  In  rising,  sir,  to  per- 
form a  last  act  of  leglsl&tiva  dnty  npon  this  oc- 
oasioii,  I  do  it  the  more  willingly,  and  with  the 
more  pleaauro,  hecanse,  while  it  ia  an  act  of 
jnstice,  it  is  an  aot  of  Mendship. 

I  ask  leave  to  latrodnce  the  following  resolu- 
tion, whioii  I  hope  will  be  tmajumonaly'  re- 
ceived and  adopted : 


er,  for  the  dignity,  impartiality,  promptitude,  a 
'lility,  with  which  he  has  ^scbarged  the  duties  of 
ic  chair  during  the  present  session. 

Saiimg  nf  SUi. 
Ifr.  Spbndsb,  frcHD  the  Oommittee  on  Agri- 
onlture,  to  which  was  referred  a  letter  to  tlte 
Speaker  ^m  Connt  Fontauiellere,  of  Paris,  ac- 
companied wiUi  a  translation  of  a  treatise  by 
Connt  Dondalo,  on  the  art  of  cultivating  the 
mnlberry,  by  Count  Vevn,  and  also  obwrva- 
tioDS  by  Coimt  Fontaniellere  on  two  different 

rarieties  of  mulberries,  by  leave  of  the  House 

eported  the  following  reeolntion : 
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JtMoUtd,  TbM  tbe  Bpwker  b«  reqoeited  to  ui- 
•wer,  in  b«balf  of  tbe  Bom«,  the  iforeuid  kttcr, 
•nd  to  expreM  the  acknovIed^eDts  of  Che  House 
for  this  Dunitestation  of  the  interest  talcen  b;  dis- 
Ungniihed  foreignen  in  tbe  weUkre  tad  protptrit; 
of  tbe  United  Sutea,  uid  tlutt  Uie  Mid  bM^  be 
placed  in  tbe  public  libntr. 

The  resolnUon  wu  read  and  agreed  to. 
Suppnmon  o/the  Slate  Trade. 

lix,  Mbbobb  moTed  to  suspend  the  rnle,  to 
enable  him  to  nibmit  the  followiog  resolntiOD : 

lUtchnd,  Tbat  the  Freddeat  of  the  United  Statei 
be  reqoeeted  to  renew  and  to  prosecute  from  titne 
to  time  soeh  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime 
powen  of  Ean^  and  America,  as  he  ma;  deem 
expedient,  for  the  effisctual  abolition  of  the  African 
slaTe  tiade,  and  iCa  ultimate  denuociation,  a*  pirac;, 
under  the  Uw  of  na^ns,  bj  tlu  oonaent  of  ue  cl<r- 
iliied  world. 

And  on  tbe  qoestion  ahall  the  mle  be  siu- 
ponded, 

It,  paaaed  In  the  AffiimatiTe— yeaa  108,  naTi 
86. 

The  aaid  resolntion  was  then  reoeired;  and 
after  debate, 

Tbe  previons  qneetion  vas  moved  by  l£r. 
Folk  ;  and  being  demanded  hj  a  m^oritj  of 
tbe  members  present,  wu  put,  and  pamed  in 
the  afflrmative. 

The  jDtia  question  ww  then  pat,  viz, :  "  Will 
the  Honse  agree  to  the  said  resolattonT  " 

And  passMl  In  the  affinnstiye,  as  follows : 

Tsu. — Ifestn.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bu- 
le7,  BariMF,  Barringer,  Bate*,  Beekman,  Bookee, 
Borat,  Brodbead,  Barges,  Batman,  Cahuon,  C^p- 
bcU,  (Mds,  Cimdict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowlea, 
Ot^g,  Orane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crocherou, 
GrowniBsUeld,  DaTcnport,  John  Davis,  Dean; ,  De 
Witt,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dwight^i^r, 
Earil,  Ellsworth,  George  Evana,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Ererett,  Hndlaj,  Finch,  Fry,  Gilmore^ren- 
nell,  Ealsef,  Hanunone,  Harve;,  Hawldns,  Hemp- 
fain,  Uodgea,  Holland,  HofFmao,  Howard,  Habbard, 
HnnC,  finotlngton,  Ihrie,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jarvis, 
Johns,  B.  H.  JoboBOn,  Eendalt,  Kincaid,  Perkins 
King,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lelper, 
XiSteher,  L70D,  Uagee,  Hartindale,  HcCreery,  He- 
]>aKe,  Uaroer,  Miller,  Mitebell,  Moblenberg,  Pearce, 
Petda,  Bamse;,  Beed,  Richardson,  Bose,  Soott,  W. 
B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd.  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill, 
Saailh,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Kichard  Spencer,  Stan- 


Tracy,  Tncker,  Vance,  Vlmuro,  Verplanck,  Vinton, 
Wasbington,  Weeka,  WhilUeeey,  C.  P.  White,  Ed- 
WBrd  D.  Vhite,  WiUams,  Wilson,  Young— lis. 

NxTS. — Uessrs.  Alexander,  Barbonr,  BamweD, 
James  Blair,  Bouldio,  CarBOn,  Daniel,  W.  R.  Davie, 
Deaba,-  Dodley,  Foster,  Gaitber,  Hall,  Hayuea, 
Hinds,  C.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Loyall,  KuckoUs, 
Overton,  Fatten,  Polk,  Potter,  .Bencher,  Roane, 
Speight,  Wilef  Thompeoa,  Treivant,  ^icklifTe, 
Wilde,  Tancey— S2. 
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Bn^vtd,  Tbat  a  committee  be  appouited  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  to  be  joined  by  euch  committee 
as  may  be  appinnted  by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  tbe 
Prendent  of  the  Dntted  Stales,  and  to  notify  bim 
that,  unless  he  may  have'  ftirther  communications 
to  make,  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  ready  to  close 
the  present  sessian  by  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  DwisHT  and  l£r.  Koahe  were  sppointed 
of  the  said  oommittee<mthe  part  of  this  Honse. 
Soon  after, ' 

Hr.  DwioET,  from  the  stud  joint  committee, 

~  >rted*that  the  committee  had,  aooording  to 
wiuted  on  the  President,  and  made  the 
commanlcation  to  him ;  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  he  had  no  f\irtfaer  comrannica- 
tions  to  make  to  dther  Honse  of  Congress. 

It  was  then 

Onbnd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  tbe  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  that  this  Honse,  having  com- 
pleted tbe  business  before  it,  is'now  ready  to  close 
the  present  aesdon  by  an  aifjoninmant^  and  that 
the  Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

The  Clerk  having  delivered  swd  message,  and 
being  returned,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  SenaW  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  their  Secretary,  noti- 
fying tbe  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  legiaUtive  bnsinesa  before  it,  is  now 
ready  to  close  the  present  seauon  of  Congrees 
by  an  adjonmment. 

Thereupon, 

The  SpMker  rose  from  his  chair,  and  addressed 
the  Honse  as  follows : 

Gehtliheh  ;  I  receive  with  sentiments  of  pro- 
found respect  and  grateful  feeling  the  renewed  ez- 
presslOD  of  your  approbation  and  confidence  in  my 
admiuistradon  of  the  arduous  dntiee  of  this  high 
office.  The  character  and  power  of  this  House; 
the  rank  which  it  holds  in  tbe  eyes  of  tbe  world ; 
the  deep  and  abiding  confidence  of  the  nation  in 
tbe  inl^gence,  virtue,  and  patriotism  of  its  repre- 
sentatives, muBl  ever  render  the  approbation  or  cen- 
sure of  this  House  a  matter  of  no  ordinary  impor- 
tance to  those  who  fill  high  places  of  pnbllc  trust 
and  confidence.  This  station,  justly  esteemed 
among  tbe  first  In  distinction  and  honor,  has  always 
been  regarded  not  only  as  one  oF  elevated  charae- 
ter,  but  of  severe  reepooribility  and  labor,  and  of 
extreme  delicacy.  In  discharging  its  arduous  and 
multifarious  duties,  no  man  can  hope  to  free  him- 
self from  error,  or  to  give  unqualified  or  univeieal 
satisiaotion.  In  times,  even,  of  profound  tranquil- 
lity and  repose,  to  please  every  one  cannot,  and 
ought  not,  to  Ik  expected.  Amid  the  elorms  of 
political  and  party  excitements,  it  would  be  idle 
and  vain  to  expect  it.  Hy  path  here  for  the  last 
four  years  has  not  been  strewed  with  roses.  I 
have  had,  as  you  well  know,  my  full  share  of  respon- 
sibility, embarrsasmeut,  and  toil.  I  can  say,  how- 
ever, with  truth,  that  I  have  endeavored  to  meet 
your  expectations  by  a  zealous  devotion  of  my  time, 
and  even  my  health,  to  your  service,  and  by  a 
faithful  and  independent  discharge  of  my  publlo 
duty.  This,  gentlemen,  was  all  that  I  promised 
when  I  received  this  high  appointment  at  your 
bands ;  and  !n  laying  it  down  I  feel  a  proad  eon* 

tbat  I  have  redeemed  my  pledge;  and  If 
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the  trnat  hu  not  been  ftblj,  it  hM,  at  lexet,  b«eD 
hoasstlj  dlBchsrged.  Daring  tbe  sntire  period  of 
m7  Berrice,  and  under  all  Ibe  agitatloiu  of  the 
times,  it  has  been  mj  peooliar  good  fortuoe  and 
pleasure  to  reoeire,  in  an  almost  uneiamjded  man- 
ner, the  kiudaea)  and  support  of  the  members  of 
thu  House ;  aad  in  proof  of  it  I  may  be  permitted 
to  remark,  I  hope  without  Tanitjr,  that  ia  all  the 
numerous  and  important  decisions  which  I  hare 
been  called  upon  to  pronoonee  from  this  chair,  but 
one  has  ever  been  reverMd  by  the  judgmantof  the 
House,  and  that  under  droumBtanoea  whioh  can 
cause  me  no  reKret.  Can  I,  then,  feel  otherwise 
than  gratified  and  flattered,  cheered  and  consoled, 
bj  this  renewed  and  distiagoiihed  eiideoce  of  jour 


oonfldenoe  and  hrnrt  Ireodre  it,  g«ntlenwn,  in 
the  sprit  in  which  it  h»*  been  ofIbr«d;  lebcriA 
it  in  my  heart.  li  la  the  UgbeM  Mid  the  only  re- 
ward that  I  either  sought  or  •ipeetad ;  and  I  diall 
cherish  it  through  life  with  feefinp  of  the  deepest 
reepeot,  and  tbe  moet  alf^ionate  gratitDde.  God 
grant  that  you  may  long  Uto  toBerre  and  beneflt 
yoMt  cauntiy,  and  enjoy  its  Dndiminisbed  confl- 
denoe;  and,  in  biddii^  yoa  an  affectionate,  and, 
perbapg,  last  btewell,  accept,  I  pray  yon,  my  cor- 
ral and  best  wisbee  for  your  individual  bealtb, 
prosperity,  and  hspplnew. 

He  then  declared  Uie  Hoom  to  be  a^Jonmed 
lintdU. 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE  » 


IfonuT,  D«oeraI)eT  S,  18S1. 

Mr.  SuTH,  of  Hnrjlsnd,  President  pro  Um. 
of  the  Senate,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, took  the  cbur  at  twelve  o'oloek;  and,  on 
oalling  the  Honse  to  order,  it  appeared  that 
tidrtj-foor  members  werepresent. 

Mr.  DuDLZT,  of  New  York,  stated  that,  bj 
Bome  omiamon  or  inadverteDce,  the  credentiab 
of  Ms  collekgne,  the  honorable  Wv.  IfAkOT, 
bad  not  been  forwarded.  He  oonld,  however, 
taatifj  that  Mr,  Mi^oT  waa  dolj  elected  Sena- 
tor for  that  State ;  and  u  similar  inslonoes  of 
Bach  onuBsion  were  on  record,  he  hoped  the 
present  wonid  not  operate  as  an  obetaole  to  his 
admission,  and  moved  that  Mr.  Hasot  be  per- 
mitted to  take  his  seat;  which  motion  was 
■greed  to,  nmn.  eon. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that 
the  honorable  Jobia.h  8.  JoHMaTON,  Senator 
elect  for  the  State  of  Lonisiaaa,  be  permitted 
to  take  his  seat.  The  credentials  of  Mr.  J.  had 
not,  Mr.  B.  stated,  yet  arrived,  bat  his  election 
was  B  matter  of  snch  pnblio  notorietj,  as  to 
indnoe  him  to  hope  that  the  Senate  would  not 
lieeitate  to  admit  aim.  In  which  motion,  after 
a  brief  SDggestion  from  Mr.  Hatiib,  on  the 

groprietf  of  having  these  credentials  filed,  the 
enate  ooncnrred. 

The  nsnal  message  was  then  sent  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  uotifjing  that  a  qno- 
mm  of  the  Senate  had  assembled. 


•  UBT  or  U8MBEB8  OF  THE  BEITATE. 
JTdiH^-JobB  HoliBu,  r*1t|  Bpncos. 


Vim  a 

<1  WdNtaT,  Kothulel  BlUbH. 
U  Mai^d/S.  R.  KnJght,  Aihv  Bobblu. 
OmnMrtJut— Bmml  A.  Foot,  Oldaon  Tamlluoo. 
y«i ' Jwwt— HoraHo  SajtBDur,  aamiul  PnatlH. 
JftiB  rbrfc— Chcrlea  E.  Dndlaj,  WUUun  JUnj. 
StH  JkrHy.^lf.  Diekinoo.  Theodora  VraUoghnjisiL 
/■MMlrtoanla.— fleo.  IL  Dillu,  Vim.  WIlUu. 
JMowor*.— J.  It.  CitjUta,  Arnold  NuulalB. 
,    JTarylaiHi:— X.  7.  Clumbni,  Bumaal  Smltb. 


Mr.  Emo  and  Ur.  Foot  were  appointed  a 
oommittee  to  Join  the  committee  of  the  Honne 
of  Beprasentatives  to  inform  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  the  two  Houses  had 
organized,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  bnri- 


TnoDAT,  December  6. 

Hr.  Kura,  from  the  Joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that  thev  had  perfbrmed  the 
datjr  ei^olned  them,  and  had  received  on  inti- 
mation that  the  I^'esident  wonld,  at  twelve 
o'clock  this  daj,  make  a  written  oommnnica- 
tion  to  both  Eonsea  of  Oongrese. 

The  oommnnioation  promised  bj  the  Presi- 
dent was  reoeived  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dokxl- 
BON,  his  private  Secretary ;  which  was  read  as 
follows : 

Atlown'tunti  d/  Oi  Stnalt 

and  Hotue  of  Rtpntmiaiivtt : 
Tbe  representation  of  the  people  his  been  re- 
newed for  the  tvpnty-iecond  Ume  alace  tbe  consti- 
tution they  formed  has  been  in  force.  For  near 
half  a  century  the  Chief  Hagiatrates  who  have  been 
SDCcesaiTely  chosen,  have  made  their  annual  com- 
mouications  of  the  state  of  the  nadon  to  its  repre- 
sentatiTes.     Gecerally,  these  commnuicatiDDS  have 


FIrvinto.— LltUatoD  W.  Tueirell.  John  Tf  ler. 

Xartit  CanMna B.  Brown,  W.  P.  UtDgom. 

Strutk  CtamkHO,— B.  T.  H1711B,  3.  D.  If  Ultr. 
aiorffia.—Oterfii  U.  Troop,  Jotm  Fonjth. 
XottectV.— OeorgB  H.  Bibb,  Hentj  CUj. 
nnHHM.— Felli  Qnaij,  Hogh  L.  White. 
OUo.— Bei^unin  Bnales,  Thomu  Ewlng. 
ZomMwu.— J.  S.  JohDiton,  0«o.  A.  n 
/mJiUfto,— Wllllim  UaiMlilcha,  Bobort  Ui 
JHM<M<w>t— Powhittu  Ellla,  Ow.  PolodaiUr. 
HUncU—mu  K.  Xue,  John  M.  Bobliuon. 
.AIotiMKL— WlUIun  B.  KiBt,  Olbrlel  Uoor*. 
jriMmri.— Tlwmit  H.  Baatoa,  Akz.  SaOkan. 
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tufa  of  the  most  gntifjing  nature,  teitifyiag  ■□ 
■drsQce  in  til  the  improTements  of  social,  sad  all 
the  securities  of  political  life.  But  frequently  and 
juitl?  u  7011  bHTe  been  c^ed  oa  ta  be  gnteAil 
for  the  bounties  of  Providence,  at  few  periods  have 
tbej  been  more  abundantly  or  eitensivelj  bestow- 
ed than  at  the  present — rarely,  if  eyor,  have  wb 
had  greater  realon  to  coogrstiJate  each  other  on 
the  cODtinaed  and  increamng  prosperity  of  our  be- 
kived  country. 

Agrioulture,  the  fint  and  most  important  occa- 
nation  of  man,  b*«  compensated  tiie  labors  of  the 
hoabandman  with  plentiful  crops  of  all  the  varied 
produelfl  of  our  eitenuTS  country.  Uanufactures 
have  been  established,  in  which  the  fanda  of  the 
capitalist  Gad  a  profitable  inveaCn: 
give  employment  and  subsistence 

BMchanicB. 


[Decembxb,  1S8L 

at  bome,  and  respected  abroad,  it  is  becaose  we 
are  free,  united,  industrious,  and  obedient  to  the 
laws.  'Willie  we  continue  so,  we  slial!,  by  the 
blessing  of  Heaven,  go  on  in  the  happy  career  we 
have  beoun,  and  which  has  brought  us,  in  the 
short  period  of  our  political  exifltenee,  from  a  popu- 
lation of  three  to  thirteen  milliona — from  thirteen 
separate  colonies  to  twenty-four  tJnited  Slatea — 
frum  weakness  to  Btrength--ftom  %  rank  scarcely 
marked  in  the  scale  of  nations  to  a  hi^  place  in 
their  respect. 

This  last  advantage  is  one  that  has  resulted,  in 

•  ^reat  degree,  from   the  priaciples  which   have 

guided  our  mtercourse  wiLh  Foreign  Powers  ^Dce 

we  have  assumed  an  equal  station  among  them ; 

and  which  [  and  henoe  the  annual  account  which  the  Executive 

numerous  |  renders  to  the  country,  of  the  manner  in  which 


1  the 


dented  rajridity.  Science  is  steadily  penetrating 
the  recesses  of  nature,  and  disclosing  her  seorets, 
while  the  ingenuity  of  ft«e  mindi  ii  subjecting  the 
elements  to  the  power  of  man,  and  making  each 
new  conquest  auxiliary  to  bis  comfort.  By  our 
mails,  whose  speed  is  regularly  increased,  and 
whose  routes  are  every  year  extended,  the  commu- 
cication  of  pubUc  intelligence  and  private  bu^ness 
is  rendered  frequent  and  safe— the  intercourse  be- 
tween distant  cities,  which  it  formerly  required 
weeks  to  accomplish,  is  now  effected  in  a  few  days 
— and,  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  the 
application  of  steam  power,  we  have  a  reasonable 
prospect  that  the  extreme  parts  of  oar  country  will 
be  BO  much  approximated,  and  those  most  isolated 
by  the  obstacles  of  nature  rendered  so  accessible, 
aa  to  remove  an  apprehennoD,  sometimes  enicr- 
tained,  that  the  great  extent  of  the  Union  would 
eudsDger  its  permanent  existence. 

If,  from  the  satisflMtory  view  of  our  agriculture, 
manulactarea,  and  Intoraal  improvements,  we  turn 
to  the  Btat«  of  our  navigadon  and  trade  with  for- 
eign nations,  and  between  the  Slates,  we  shall 
scarcely  find  less  cause  for  grstulation.  A  benefi- 
cent Frovideoce  has  provided,  for  their  exercise 
and  encouragement,  an  extensive  coast  indented 
by  capadous  bays,  noble  rivers,  inland  seas,  with 
a  country  productive  of  every  material  for  ship, 
building,  and  every  commodity  for  gainfii]  com- 
merce, and  filled  with  a  population  active,  intelli- 
gent, well  informed,  and  fearless  of  danger.  These 
advantages  are  not  neglected-;  and  an  impulse  has 
lately  been  giveo  to  commercial  enterprise,  which 
"'Is  our  shipyards  with  new  constructions,  encour- 

rl  an  the  arts  and  branches  of  industry  conoect- 
with  them,  crowds  the  wharves  of  our  cities 
with  vessels,  and  covers  the  most  distant  seas  with 

Let  OS  be  grateful  for  these  blessings  to  the  be- 
neficent Being  who  has  conferred  them,  and  who 
suffers  us  to  indulge  a  reasonable  hope  of  their 
continuance  and  extension,  while  we  neglect  not 
the  means  by  which  they  may  be  preserved.  If 
we  may  dare  to  judge  of  His  future  designs  by  the 
manner  in  which  His  past  favors  have  been  be- 
■toired.  He  has  made  our  national  prosperity  to 
depend  on  the  preservation  of  our  liberties — our 
national  force  on  our  Federal  ITnioa — and  our  indi- 
vidual hapiHneBB  on  the  maintenance  of  our  State 
ri^M  and  wlw  innitatioos.    If  we  are  prosperous 
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The  pacLBc  and  wise  policy  of  onr  Government 
kept  UB  in  a  state  of  neutndity  during  the  wan 
that  have,  at  dlRerent  periods  unce  our  political 
existence,  been  carried  on  by  other  powers;  bnt 
this  policy,  while  it  gave  activity  and  extent  to  our 
commerce,  exposed  it  in  the  same  proportion  I« 
injuries  from  the  belligerent  nations.  Hence  have 
arisen  claims  of  indemuily  for  those  injuries. 
England,  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark,  Naples,  and  lately  Portugal,  had  all,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  infringed  our  oeutral  "ghts. 
Demands  for  reparation  were  made  upon  alL  They 
have  had  in  all,  and  continue  to  have  in  some 
cases,  a  leading  inSueace  on  the  nature  of  our  rela- 
tions with  the  powers  on  whom  they  were  made. 

Of  the  claims  upon  England  It  is  unnecessary  to 
speak,  further  than  to  say  that  the  state  of  tbings 
10  which  their  prosecution  and  denial  gave  riae,  has 
been  succeeded  by  arrangements,  jutiductive  of 
mutual  good  feeling  and  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  which  it  is  hoped  will  not  be 
interrupted.  One  of  these  arrangements  is  that 
relating  to  the  colonial  trade,  which  was  communi- 
cated to  Congress  at  the  last  session ;  and,  although 
the  short  period  during  which  it  has  been  in  force 
will  not  enable  me  lo  form  an  accurate  judgment 
of  its  operatioQ,  there  is  every  reasou  to  believe 
that  it  will  prove  highly  beneficiaL  The  trade 
thereby  authorized  has  employed,  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember last,  upwards  of  80,0U0  tons  of  American, 
and  1S,000  tona  of  foreign  shipping  in  the  outward 
voyages  \  and,  in  the  inwanl,  nearly  an  eqoal 
amount  of  American,  and  20,000  only  of  foreign 
tonnage.  Advantages,  (00,  have  resulted  to  onr 
agricultural  interexts  from  the  stale  of  tho  trade 
between  Canada  and  our  territories  and  States 
bordering  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes,  which 
may  prove  more  than  equivalent  to  the  loss  ans- 
tained  by  the  dlMsrimination  made  lo  favor  the 
trade  of   the  Northern  colonies  with  tiie   West 

After  our  tranution  from  the  state  of  colonies  to 
that  of  an  independent  nation,  many  poinu  were 
found  necessary  10  be  settled  between  us  and  Great 
Britain.  Among  them  was  the  demarcation  of 
boundarieB,  not  described  with  sufficient  precision 
in  the  treaty  of  peace.  Some  of  the  lines  that 
divide  the  States  and  territories  of  the  United 
States  from  the  British  proviuces,  have  been  defini- 
tively fixed.  That,  however,  which  separates  nl 
from  tho  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Brunswick 
to  the  North  and  the  Eait,  mi  atiU  In  dUpot* 
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when  I  came  Into  office.  But  I  found  imngetnenu 
nude  for  iu  settlement,  Over  wli[ch  I  had  no  control 
Tbe  eommlssloneni  who  had  been  appoicted  ucdi 
the  proTirioai  of  tbe  tr«aty  of  Qhent,  haTing  beea 
nnable  to  agree,  a  conTentloD  was  made  w[th  Great 
BritaJa  bj  mj  immediate  predeceaaor  in  oCBce, 
the  advice  and  consent  or  the  Senate,  by  which  it 
was  agreed  "that  the  points  of  difference  which 
have  arisen  Id  the  aettlemcat  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  American  aod  British  domhiiona,  as 
deacribed  in  tbe  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Qheot, 
ahaD  be  referred,  as  therein  provided,  to  some 
fHeiiiUy  sovereign  or  Slate,  who  shall  be  invited  to 
investigate,  and  make  a  decision  upon  such  polnti 
of  difference :"  and  the  King  of  the  Netherlands 
luiTing,  by  the  late  President  and  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  been  designated  as  such  friendly  soverelen, 
it  Ijecame  my  duty  to  carry,  with  good  faith,  the 
•gTeement,  so  made,  into  foU  effect.  To  this  end  I 
csnsed  all  the  measures  to  be  taken  which  were 
necesaary  to  a  full  eiposition  of  our  ease  to  tbe 
sovereign  arbiter;  and  nominated  as  Hlnister  pleni- 
potentiary to  his  court,  a  dlstiDgoished  dUien  of 
the  State  moat  interested  in  tiit  quetUon,  and  who 
bad  been  one  of  the  agents  previously  employed 
ftiT  settling  tbe  controversy.  On  tbe  10th  day  of 
January  last,  his  H^esty  tbe  King  of  the  Nethe> 
lands,  delivered  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  Great  Britaia,  liis  written  opinion  on 
the  case  referred  to  him.  The  papers  in  relation  to 
the  subject  will  be  communicated,  by  a  special  mes- 
sage, to  tbe  proper  braach  of  the  Government,  with 
the  perfect  conSdencc  that  its  wisdom  will  adopt  such 
DMuinres  as  will  secure  an  amicable  settlement  of 
the  controversy,  without  infringing  any  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  States  ImmedJateTy  interested. 

It  aiforda  me  sstisfaction  to  Inform  you  that 
suggestions,  made  by  my  direction  to  the  eharg£ 
d'afiures  of  bis  Britannic  Uajean  to  this  Oovem- 
ment,  have  Iiad  their  de^red  effect  in  prodacing 
tbe  release  of  certain  American  citiiens  who  were 
imprisoned  for  setting  up  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Maine  at  a  place  in  the  disputed  territory  under 
the  actual  jurisdiction  of  Ids  Britannic  Majesty. 
From  tliis,  aod  the  assurances  I  have  received  of 
tbe  desire  of  the  local  authorities  to  avoid  any 
cause  of  collision,  I  bave  tbe  best   hopes  that  a 

ri  DDdoratanding  will  be  kept  up  unty  it  is  con- 
ed by  tbe  final  disposition  of  the  sul^ject. 
The  amicable  relations  which  nowsubust  between 
the  Ddiied  Stiles  and  Great  Britain,  the  Inereasbig 
bttercooTse  between  their  citizens,  and  the  va^rid 
obliteration  of  unfriendly  pr^udlces  to  wbloh 
former  events  naturally  gave  rise,  concurred  to 
present  this  as  a  fit  period  for  renewing  our 
endeavors  to  provide  against  the  recurrence  of 
causes  of  Irritation,  wluch,  in  the  event  of  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  any  other  power,  would 
inerilably  endanger  our  peace.  Animated  by  the 
sincerest  desire  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  things,  and 
peacefdly  to  secure,  under  all  possible  cireum- 
itances,  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country,  I' 
have  given  such  iDstraations  to  the  Hlnister  lately 
sent  to  the  court  of  I>ondOD,  aa  will  evince  that 
desire ;  and,  if  met  by  a  correspondent  disposition, 
which  we  cannot  doubt,  will  put  an  end  to  causes 
of  collision,  which,  without  advantage  to  either, 
tend  to  estrange  from  each  other  two  nations  who 
have  every  motive  to  preserve,  not  only  peace,  but 
an  intercourse  of  the  most  amicable  nature. 
Ii^my  Message  at  the  opening  of  tbe  last  session 


of  Congress,  I  eipressed  a  confident  hope  that  the 
justice  of  our  claims  upon  France,  urged  as  they 
were  with  persevcraoce  aud  signal  ability  by  our 
Minister  there,  would  Bnally  be  acknowledged,  ^lis 
hope  lias  t)een  realized.  A  treaty  has  lieen  signed, 
which  will  immediately  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
for  its  approbation ;  and  which,  containing  Stipula- 
tions that  require  legislative  acts,  must  have  the 
concurrence  of  l>oth  Houses  before  it  can  be  carried 
Into  effect.  By  it,  the  French  Government  engage 
to  pay  a  sum  which,  if  not  quite  equal  to  that  which 
may  Ije  found  due  to  Our  citizens,  will  yet,  it  is 
believed,  under  alt  eircumstsjiees  be  deemed  satis- 
factory by  those  interested.  The  offer  of  a  gross 
sum,  instead  of  the  satlsfactiou  of  each  individnal 
claim,  was  accepted,  because  the  only  alternatives 
were  a  rigorous  exaction  of  the  whole  amount 
stated  to  be  due  on  each  claini,  which  might,  in^ 
some  instances,  be  exaggerated  by  dedgn,  In  othen 
overrated  throng  error,  and  which,  therefore,  it 
would  have  been  tioth  nngraclous  and  unjust  ta 
hare  inristed  on,  or  a  settlement  by  a  mixed  com- 
mission, to  which  tbe  French  negotiators  were  very 
averse,  and  which  experience  in  other  oases  had 
shown  to  be  dilatory,  and  often  wholly  Inadequate 
to  the  end.  A  comparatively  small  sum  is  stipu- 
lated on  oar  part,  to  go  to  the  extinction  of  all 
clidms  by  French  citizens  on  our  Government ;  and 
a  reduction  of  duties  on  our  cotton  and  their  wines 
has  been  agreed  on,  as  a  conaderation  for  tkt  renun- 
ciatioa  of  an  Important  claim  for  oommercial  privi- 
leges, under  the  constraction  they  gave  to  tlie 
treaty  for  the  oeaeion  of  Loui^ana. 

Should  this  treaty  receive  the  proper  sanction,  a 
Bonree  of  irritaUon  will  be  stopped,  that  has,  for 
so  many  years,  in  some  degree  aUenated  from 
each  other  two  naUons  who,  from  interest  as  well 
aa  the  remembrance  of  eariy  aasociations,  ought  to 
cherish  the  most  friendly  relations— «d  encourage- 
ment will  be  given  for  perseverance  In  the  demandi 
of  justice,  by  this  new  proof,  that,  if  steadily  pur- 
— id,  they  will  be  listened  to — and  admonition  wUl 
offered  to  those  powers,  if  any,  which  may  be 
inclined  to  evade  them,  that  they  will  never  be 
Above  all,  a  just  confidence  will  be 
lur  fellow-dtiiens,  that  their  Govem- 
:rt  all  the  powers  with  wtiicb  they  have 
support  of  their  just  claims  upon 
I ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  franli 
It  and  provkdon  for  tbe  pajrment  of 
ire  addressed  to  our  equity,  although 
unsupported  by  legal  proof,  afford  a  practical  Uloo- 
atioD  of  our  submission  to  the  divine  rule  of  doing 
I  others  what  we  desire  they  should  do  unto  us. 
Sweden  aud  Denmark  having  made  compensation 
for  the  irregularities  committed  by  their  vessels, 
or  in  their  porta,  to  the  perfect  satiBfaction  of  the 
parties  concerned,  and  having  renewed  tbe  treaties 
of  commerce  entered  into  with  them,  our  political 
aad  eommereial  relations  with  those  powers  con- 
'  lue  to  be  on  the  most  friendly  fooling. 

With  Spain,  our  differences  up  to  the  S2d  of 
February,  1819,  were  seitied  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington  of  that  date;  but,  at  a  subsequent 
period,  oar  commeroe  with  the  States  formerly  col- 
onies of  Spain,  on  the  continent  of  America,  was 
annoyed  and  frequently  interrupted  by  her  public 
and  private  armed  shlpa.    They  captured  many  of 
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the  allegation,  that  ttaej  yen  taken  In  the  Tiola- 
tion  of  a  blockade  of  all  tbe  port*  of  tbooe  States. 
Thb  blockade  «u  decIaratoi7  oalj,  and  the  inad- 
equacy of  the  force  to  maiatain  it  waa  lo  mani&it, 
that  this  allentloD  was  varied  to  a  charge  of  trade 
ia  contraband  of  war.  Thig,  in  ite  tnni,  was  also 
fonad  UDteaable;  and  tbe  Uiaister  whom  I  sent 
with  fnatnictLoni  to  preea  for  the  reparation  that 
wai  due  to  our  injared  fellow-citiuna,  has  tfaoi- 
mltted  an  anewer  to  hia  demand,  bj  which  the  cap- 
tare*  are  declared  to  hare  been  legal,  and  are  jus- 
tifled  becaua  the  Independence  of  the  Btatea  of 
America  nsTer  having  been  acknowledged  by  Sp^n, 
■he  had  a  right  to  prohibit  trade  with  them  under 
faer  old  eolooial  laws.  This  nound  of  defence  wu 
contradictor;,  not  only  to  t^OM  which  had  been 
formerlv  alleged,  but  to  the  uaiform  practice  and 
established  laws  of  nadone ;  and  had  been  aban- 
aoned  b]r  Spain  heraelf  in  the  convention  which 
granted  indemnit;  to  British  lubjeets  fbc  captures 
made  at  the  same  time,  nnder  the  same  circum- 
stances, and  for  the  same  aliegatioos  with  those  of 
which  we  complain. 

I  however  indulge  the  hope  that  farther  reflec- 
tlon  will  lead  to  other  views,  and  feel  confident 
that  when  his  Catholic  UijestT  Bhatl  be  convinced 
of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  his  desire  to  preserve 
friendly  relations  between  tbe  two  countries,  which 
it  is  my  eameac  endeavor  to  maintain,  will  induce 
him  to  accede  to  oar  demand.  J  have  therefore 
despatched  a  special  aetsesger  with  iastructioiiB  to 
OUT  Hbister  to  bring  the  caae  once  more  to  his 
eoouderation ;  to  the  end  that  [f,  which  1  cannot 
bring  myatlf  to  believe,  the  same  decision,  that 
cannot  but  be  deemed  an  nnfriendlj  denial  of  jus- 
tice, should  be  persisted  in,  the  matter  may,  before 
yonr  adjournment,  be  laid  before  you,  tbe  conetitu- 
tional  jadgea  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done  when 
negotiation  for  redren  of  injary  fails. 

Tbe  ODoclB^on  of  a  treat;  for  indemnity  with 
France  seemed  to  present  a  favorable  opportonitj 
to  renew  our  claims  of  a  umilar  nature  on  other 
powers,  and  parUcnlarly  in  the  case  of  those  npon 
-Naples,  more  enpeclallf  as,  in  the  coarse  of  farmer 
negoUatlons  with  that  power,  our  failure  to  indace 
France  to  render  as  jnatice  was  osed  as  an  argu- 
ment against  as.  Tbe  derirea  of  the  merchants 
who  were  tbe  principal  su&brcra,  have  therefore 
been  acceded  to,  and  a  niiscion  baa  been  instituted 
for  the  speoUl  parpow  of  obtaining  for  them  a 
reparation  already  too  long  delayed.  I'his  measure 
having  been  resolved  on,  it  was  put  In  execution 
without  waiting  for  the  meeting  of  Oongren,  be- 
cause the  state  of  Europe  created  an  apprehension 
of  evenU  that  might  have  rendered  oor  applioation 
inetTectual. 

Our  demands  upon  the  Government  of  the  Two 
Elicilies  are  of  a  peculiar  nature.  Tbe  injuries  on 
which  they  are  founded  are  not  denied,  nor  are  the 
atrocity  and  perfidy  under  which  those  it^uricawere 
perpetrated  attempted  to  be  extenuated.  The  sole 
ground  on  which  indemnity  has  been  refused,  is  the 
aDeged  illegality  of  the  tenure  by  which  the  mon- 
arch who  made  the  seizurei  held  his  crown.  This 
defence,  always  unfounded  In  any  principle  of  the 
.  law  of  nations — now  universally  abandoned,  even 
by  those  powers  upon  whom  the  responsibility  for 
acts  of  past  rulers  bore  the  most  heavily,  will  un- 
questionably be  given  up  by  Ms  Sicilian  Majesty, 
whose  counsels  will  receive  an  impulse  Irom  that 
high  sense  of  honor  and  regard  to  justice  which  are 
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said  lo  cbaracterlie  him ;  and  I  feel  the  fullest  ew- 
fldeoce  that  die  tslenta  of  the  citizen  eomnda- 
sioned  for  that  purpose  will  place  before  him  tbe 
just  claims  of  our  injured  citiiena  In  such  a  light  as 
will  enable  me,  before  your  a(|joanuDent,  to  sa- 
noonce  that  they  have  been  adjusted  and  aeoured. 
Precise  instructions,  to  the  effect  of  bringing  the 
negoUatlon  to  a  speedy  issue,  have  been  given, 
and  will  be  obeyed. 

In  the  Ute  blockade  of  Tereeln,  aome  of  the 
Portugnase  fleet  a^)tnTed  eeveral  of  onr  vessel^ 
and  committed  other  excesses,  for  which  reparation 
was  demanded ;  and  I  was  on  the  point  of  deapatoh- 
ing  an  armed  force,  to  prevent  any  recurrence  of  a 
dimilar  violence,  and  protect  our  dtisena  In  the 
prosecution  of  their  lawful  commerce,  when  efBdal 
■sBunuicea,  on  which  I  relied,  made  die  sailing  of 
the  ships  onnecmaary.  Soos  that  period,  fieqoMit 
promises  bive  been  made  that  full  indemnity  shall 
be  given  for  the  injuries  inflicUd  and  the  losMi 
sustained.  In  the  perfonnance,  there  has  been 
some,  perhaps  unavoidable,  delay ;  bat  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence  that  my  earnest  desire  that  this 
business  may  at  once  be  closed,  wbich  our  Hinister 
has  been  inslmcted  strongly  to  express,  will  very 
soon  be  gratified.  I  have  the  better  ground  (at 
this  hope,  from  the  evidence  of  a  friendly  dispo^ 
lion  which  that  Government  has  shown  by  an  aota- 
al  reduction  Id  the  duty  on  rice,  the  produce  of  oni 
Southern  States,  authoriung  the  anlicipadoa  that 
this  important  ardcle  of  our  export  will  soon  be 
admitted  on  the  same  footing  with  that  produced 
by  the  most  iavored  nation. 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  we  have  ftap- 
tnnately  had  no  cause  of  discusdons  for  the  r«dreM 
of  injuries.  With  tbe  Emigre  of  the  Kussias,  oar 
polidcal  connection  is  of  the  moat  friendly,  and  our 
commercial  of  the  most  liberal  kind.  We  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  navigation  and  trade,  given  to  the 
moat  favored  oatloo  \  but  it  has  not  yet  suited  their 
policy,  or  perhaps  has  not  been  found  convenient 
from  other  conride  rations,  to  give  stabilitj  and 
reciprocity  to  those  privileges,  by  a  conuner^ 
treaty.  The  ill  health  of  tBe  Umislcr  last  year 
charged  with  making  a  propon^cn  for  that  ai^ 
rangement,  did  oot  permit  bim  to  remain  at  St. 
Petersburg ;  and  the  ^tention  of  that  Govenl- 
ment,  during  the  whole  of  the  period  since  hit 
departure,  haviug  been  occupied  by  the  war  in 
which  it  was  engaged,  we  have  been  assured  that 
nothing  could  have  been  eifected  by  his  presence. 
A  Hiuister  will  soon  be  nominated,  as  well  to  effect 
this  important  object,  ss  to  keep  up  the  relations  of 
amity  and  good  understanding  of  which  we  have 
received  so  many  aasurances  and  prooRi  from  his 
Imperial  Uajesty,  and  the  Emperor  his  predeceanv. 

The  treaty  with  Austria  is  opemng  to  us  an  im- 
portant trade  with  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the 
Emperor,  tbe  value  of  which  has  been  hitherto  Ut- 
ile known,  and  of  course  not  Huflidenlly  appre- 
ciated. While  our  commerce  finds  an  entrance 
into  the  souih  of  Germany  by  means  of  this  treaty, 
those  we  have  formed  with  the  Hanscatic  towns 
and  Pmsaa,  and  others  now  in  negoclation,  will 
open  that  vast  conotry  to  the  enterprising  spirit  Ot 
our  merchants  on  the  Korth,  a  country  abounding  in 
all  tbe  materials  for  a  mutually  beneficial  commerce, 
filled  with  enlightened  and  industrious  inhabitanta, 
holding  an  important  place  in  the  politics  of  Ea> 
rope,  and  to  which  we  owe  eo  many  valuable  cili- 
lent.    The  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Porto 
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waa  wat  to  be  eicbuiged  bj  th«  geatlemaii  appoint- 
ed onr  ehugd  d'affnirM  to  thu  court.  Soma  difB- 
«iltiea  ooourn>d  oa  Yaa  trriTal;  bat  kt  tbe  date  of 
Ilia  last  offidal  deepttch,he  idppoBedthe;had  been 
obrlated,  and  that  (here  was  avarj  proapect  of  the 
exchwiga  beiiig  nmedil;  eS'ect«d. 

TUa  Baiabc*  tbe  ooiuiDcted  riaw  I  hkTe  thought 
it  proper  to  git*  of  out  political  and  commeicial 
Telatiooa  in  Europe.  EveTT  effort  in  toj  power  will 
be  contioMd  to  ttrenMben  and  eiiODd  them  b; 
treatiM  ibmided  on  piutipiea  of  the  moat  perfmt 
leoiprocitj  of  iotereat,  neither  asking  nor  ooDced- 
ing  snj  aiclnaiTa  adTantage,  but  libarating,  as  far 
aa  it  uet  in  mj  power,  the  aotiTitj  and  iuduatrj  of 
our  teliow-dUaaaa  from  the  ahacklea  whiob  foreign 
raatrietiom  ma;  fanpoae. 

To  Cliina  and  the  Bait  Lidtea,  onr  eonunerce 
oootinuea  in  ita  uaoal  extent,  and  with  iiicr«Med  b- 
oiUtieB,  wbioh  the  credit  and  capital  of  our  mor- 
eiianta  afford,  bj  inbatituriDg  biUa  for  pajmentt  in 
ipecie.  A  dajiog  oatrage  luTiDg  been  committed 
in  thoM  ieas  by  the  plimdar  of  one  of  onr  ner- 
cfaantmen  engaged  in  the  pepper  tT*de  at  a  port  In 
Somatra,  and  tbe  [uratical  perpetratora  belODging 
to  tribea  in  anoh  a  state  of  aooiatj  that  the  usou 
ootttM  of  proceading  between  i^Tiliied  nationf 
ooDid  not  be  punned,  I  forthwith  deipatobed  a 
frigate  with  ordera  to  require  immediate  aatiafac- 
lion  for  the  injnrr,  and  indemnity  to  the  auffererg. 

Few  olMQgea  iwTe  taken  place  in  onr  oooneotiona 
wHh  tbe  independent  Btatea  of  Amerioa  ibice  mj 
last  oommuDiMtion  to  CoDgresa.  The  ntifloatiOD 
of  ■  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  Bepublica 
of  Heiioo  has  been  for  some  time  nnder  delibera- 
tion in  their  Congress,  bnt  *m  still  nndedded  at 
the  date  of  onr  laac  despatahei.  The  unhappy  civil 
commotions  that  hare  preTaiied  there,  were  on- 
doobtediy  tbe  caoae  of  uie  delay ;  bnt  as  the  Oor- 
enment  !a  now  said  to  be  tranquillised,  *e  may 
bope  Boon  to  reoelre  tlie  ratiScatiDQ  of  the  treaty, 
and  an  anangement  for  the  demansalioa  of  the 
iMjundariea  between  m.  In  the  dmm)  time,  ^n  im- 
portant trade  lias  been  opetted,  wltb  mutual  benefit, 
IVomSt.  IiooiainttieStateof  MiaonrigbyearaTaiis, 
to  the  bitenor  prorlncea  of  Uexico.  This  com- 
merce is  protected  in  lie  progrew  through  the  In- 
dian countries  by  the  troops  M  the  United  State*, 
which  bare  been  permitted  to  escort  the  caravans 
beyond  onr  bonndariea  to  die  settled  part  of  the 
Veiiean  territory.  > 

From  Central  Amerioa  I  have  received  asnianee* 
of  the  most  Meudly  kind,  and  a  gratifying  appiioa- 
tion  for  our  good  offices  to  remove  a  supposed  in- 
dlipoaition  towards  that  Qoverument  in  a  neighbor- 
\Dg  Btate :  this  application  was  immediately  and 
succeaafully  complied  with.  They  gare  us  also  the 
pleaiinff  intelligence  that  differences  which  bad  pre- 
Tvled  bi  their  iatemat  aSaira  bad  tMen  peaoeably 
adjosted.  Our  treaty  with  tbit  repuidlo  continues 
to  be  faithfully  observed,  and  promisM  a  great  and 
beneficial  commerce  between  tbe  two  countries ;  n 
commerce  of  the  grealeat  importance,  if  the  mag- 
■ifieest  project  of  a  ship  oaaal  througli  tbe  domin- 
ions of  that  Sute,  from  the  Atiantic  to  the  Faciflo 
Ocean,  now  in  serious  coo  temptation,  shall  be  aze- 
nned. 

I  have  great  latiiliuition  in  oommunicadng  the 
iBccees  which  has  attended  the  exertions  of  onr 
Minister  in  Colombia  to  procure  a  very  considerable 
reduction  In  the  duties  oo  our  flour  in  that  republic. 
Indemiuty,  also,  has  tMen  itipulated  foi  injuries  re- 


merchants  from  illegal  seizures ;  and 
ranoee  are   giren  that  tbe  treaty  be- 
tweea  the  two  countries  sball  bo  laitbfullj  ob- 

Chili  and  Fern  seem  to  be  still  threatened  idtb 
id,  nntil  the;  shall  be  settled, ' 


The  disturbances  that  took  place  ia  the  Empire 
of  Braxll,  previously  tu,  and  immediately  coose- 
quent  upon,  the  abdication  of  the  late  Emperor, 
neceasarily  suspended  any  effectual  application  for 
tbe  redress  of  some  past  injuries  suffered  by  oar 
dtiieua  from  that  Goveromeat,  while  they  liave 
been  the  cause  of  othen,  in  which  all  foreigners 
seem  to  have  p^tioipated.  Instniotions  have  been 
given  to  onr  Minister  there,  to  press  for  iodemnily 
due  ba  lotsei  occasioned  by  these  irregularities, 
and  to  take  care  that  our  fellow-citiiens  uali  eqjoy 


us  the  best  reason  to  expect. 

I  should  have  placed  Buenos  Ayrei  on  tbe  U«t  of 
Soutb  American  Powers,  in  respect  to  whicb  noth- 
ing of  importance  aSeoting  us  waa  to  be  communi- 
coMd,  bnt  for  oocurrencea  which  have  lately  t«ken 
place  at  tbe  Falkland  Islands,  in  whicb  tbe  name 
of  that  lepnblio  baa  been  used  to  cover  with  a  show 
of  authority  acts  lojurions  to  our  commerce,  and 
to  the  property  and  liberty  of  our  feilow-citiiens. 
In  the  course  of  the  present  year,  one  of  our  vea- 
sels  eogaged  in  tbe  pursuit  of  a  trade  which  we 
have  always  enjoyed  without  molestation,  has  been 
captured  by  a  band  acting,  as  they  pretend,  uader 
the  authority  of  the  Qovemment  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
I  have  therefore  given  orders  for  the  despatch  of 
an  armed  vessel,  to  join  onr  aqosdrou  in  those  aeas, 
and  ^d  in  affording  all  lawful  protection  to  our 
trade  wliiah  shall  be  neoeawry  -,  and  shall,  wlibout 
delay,  send  a  Hinhster  to  inqidre  into  the  nature  of 
tbe  droumstaucea,  and  also  of  the  claim,  if  any, 
that  is  set  up  by  that  Government  to  thoae  l«l»in|V. 
In  tbe  mean  lime,  I  submit  the  case  to  the  coudder- 
ation  of  Congress,  to  the  end  that  they  may  cloths 
the  Executive  with  such  authority  and  means  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  providing  a  force  ad- 
equate to  the  complete  protection  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  fiahiag  and  trading  in  thow  seas. 

This  rapid  sketch  of  oor  foreign  relations,  it  ia 
hoped,  fellow-citiiens,  may  be  of  some  nse  in  so 
much  of  your  lepslation  as  may  bear  on  that  im- 
portant subject ;  while  it  affords  to  the  country  at 
large  a  aoiuce  of  bigli  gratJGcatiou  in  tbe  contem- 
plation of  onr  political  and  commercial  connection 
with  tbe  reat  of  the  world.  At  peace  with  all — 
having  aul^ecta  of  future  diBVrence  with  few,  and 
those  susceptUile  of  easy  adjustmeot—eitending 
our  commerce  gradually  on  all  sides,  and  on  none 
by  any  bat  the  most  liberal  and  mutually  boneGdal 
meana— we  may,  by  the  blesnng  of  Providence, 
bope  for  ail  that  national  prosperity  which  can  be 
derived  from  an  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
guided  by  those  eternal  principles  of  justice  and 
reciprocal  good  will  which  are  binding  aa  well  upon 
States  aa  tbe   individuals  of  whom  they  are  com- 

1  have  great  Kttsiitction  In  malting  thia  st 
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of  our  ifbirSf  because  the  coune  of  our  nstioual 
polio;  enables  me  to  do  it  without  an;  indiscreet 
eiposure  of  what  in  other  Gorernmenta  is  ueoallj 
concealed  from  the  peopte.  HaTing  none  bat  a 
straightforward,  open  course  to  pursue — guided  bj 
a  eingle  priociple  that  will  bear  the  itrongeat  light 
— we  hare  happilf  do  poUlical  combiaadons  to 
form,  no  alliances  to  entangle  ue,  no  complicated 
interests  to  consult ;  and  in  subjecting  all  we  hafe 
done  to  the  consideration  of  our  citizens,  and  to 
the  inspection  of  the  world,  we  give  no  adnnlaga 
to  other  nations,  and  la;  ourtelves  open  to  no  in- 

It  ma;  not  bo  improper  to  add,  that,  to  preserve 
this  state  of  things,  and  give  conGdence  to  the 
worid  In  the  integritj  of  our  designs,  all  onr  coosn- 
lar  and  diplomalic  agents  are  strictly  enjoined  to 
eiamine  well  every  cau.ie  of  complaint  preferred  by 
our  citizens ;  and,  while  they  urge  with  proper 
earnestness  those  that  are  well  founded,  to  counte- 
nance  none  that  are  unreasonable  or  unjuet,  and  to 
enjoin  on  our  merchants  and  navigators  the  strict- 
est obedience  to  the  lawa  of  the  coimtriea  to  which 
they  retort,  and  a  course  of  conduct  in  their  deal- 
ings tbat  may  support  the  character  of  our  nation, 
and  render  us  respected  abroad. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  J  must  recommend 
a  revisal  of  our  consular  laws.  Defects  and  omig- 
rions  have  been  discovered  in  their  operation,  that 
ought  to  be  remedied  and  supplied.  For  your  far- 
ther information  on  this  subject,  I  have  directed  a 
report  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
I  shall  hereailer  submit  to  jour  condde ration. 

The  ioternal  peace  and  security  of  our  confeder- 
ated States  is  the  ueit  principal  object  of  tbe  Qen- 
eral  Government,  'nme  and  experience  )iave 
proved  that  the  abode  of  the  native  Indian  within 
their  limits  is  dangerous  to  their  peace,  and  injuri- 
ous to  himself.  In  accordance  with  my  recommen- 
dation at  a  former  seseion  of  Gongress,  an  appro- 
priation of  half  a  million  of  dollars  was  made  to 
aid  tbe  voluntary  removal  of  tbe  various  tribes  be- 

fond  tbe  limits  of  the  States.  At  the  last  lession 
had  tbe  happiness  to  announce  that  tbe  Chicka- 
saws  and  Cboclaws  had  accepted  the  generous  offer 
of  the  Government,  and  agreed  to  remove  beyond 
the  MissisMppi  Hirer,  by  which  the  whole  of  the 
Btate  of  HissisappI  and  the  western  part  of  Alaba- 
ma will  be  freed  from  Indian  occupancy,  and  open- 
ed to  a  civilised  population.  The  treaties  with 
these  tribes  are  in  the  course  of  execution,  and 
their  removal,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  completed  in.  the 
course  of  IBS!. 

At  the  request  of  the  authorities  of  Oeoi%ia,  Ibe 
registration  of  Cherokee  Indians  for  emigration  bas 
been  resumed,  end  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
one-half,  if  not  two-thirds  of  that  tribe,  will  follow 
the  wise  example  of  their  more  westerly  brethren. 
Those  who  prefer  remaining  at  their  present  homes 
will  hereafter  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
as  all  her  citizens  are,  and  cease  to  be  the  objects  of 
peculiar  care  on  the  part  of  the  General  Qovem- 

Duriog  the  pTMent  year,  the  attention  of  the 
Qoverament  has  been  particularly  Erected  to  those 
tribes  in  the  powerful  and  growinK  Stat«  of  Ohio, 
where  conddcnble  tracts  of  the  finest  lands  were 
BtOt  occnpied  by  the  aboriginal  proprietors.  Trea- 
ties, either  absolute  or  conditional,  have  been  made, 
extinguishing  the  whole  Indian  title  to  the  reserva- 
tions in  that  State ;  and  the  time  is  not  distant,  it 


la  hoped,  when  Ohio  will  b«  no  longer  embarrsMed 
with  tbe  Indian  population.  The  same  measure  wIH 
be  extended  to  Indiana,  as  soon  as  there  is  reason 
to  anticipate  success. 

It  is  cosfidentiy  believed  that  persevennce  for  a 
few  years  in  the  present  policy  of  the  Government 
wilt  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  all  lands  lying 
within  the  States  composing  our  Federal  Union, 
and  remove  beyond  their  limits  every  Indian  who 
is  not  willing  to  submit  to  their  laws.  Thus  win  all 
conflicting  claims  to  jurisdiction  between  tbe  States 
and  the  Indian  tribes  be  put  to  rest.  It  is  pleasing 
to  reflect  that  results  ao  beneficial,  not  only  to  the 
States  immediately  concerned,  bnt  to  the  harmony 
of  the  Union,  will  have  been  accompSahed  by 
measures  equally  advantageous  to  the  Indians. 
What  ths  native  savages  become  when  surTonnded 
by  a  dense  popotatlon,  and  by  mixing  with  tbe 
whites,  may  be  seen  in  the  miserable  remnants  ofa 
few  Eastern  tribes,  deprived  of  political  and  civil 
rights,  forbidden  to  make  contracts,  and  subjected 
to  guardians,  dnggine  out  a  wretched  existence, 
without  excitement,  without  hope,  and  ^moat  with- 
out  thought. 

But  the  removal  of  tbe  Indians  beyond  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  States  does  not  place  them 
beyond  the  reaofa  of  philanthropic  aid  and  Christian 
instniction.  On  the  contrary,  (hose  whom  philan- 
thropy or  TeDgion  may  induce  to  live  among  them 
in  their  new  abode,  will  ba  more  free  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  heoevotent  functions,  than  if  they  hod 
remained  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  embar- 
rassed by  their  internal  regulations.  Now  subject 
to  no  control  but  the  en  peri  nten  dine;  agency  of  the 
General  Government,  exercised  with  the  sole  view 
of  preserving  peace,  they  may  proceed  unmolested 
in  &e  interesting  experiment  of  gradually  advanc- 
ing a  eommnnity  of  American  Jodiana  from  barbar- 
ism to  the  habits  and  ec^ymenls  of  civilized  life. 

Among  the  hapiueat  effects  of  Ibe  improved  rela- 
tions of  our  republic,  has  been  an  increase  of  trade, 
jwoducing  a  corresponding  increase  of  revenue,  be- 
yond the  moat  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  Troas- 
ary  DeportmenL 

The  state  of  the  public  finances  will  be  fnDy 
shown  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  re- 
port which  he  will  presently  lay  before  you.     I  will 


present  year  will  not  fall  short  of  twenty-seven  mil- 
lion seven  hundred  thousand  dtJIars;  and  the  ei- 
pendlturea  fbr  alt  objects  other  than  the  public  debt 
will  not  exceed  fourteen  milUon  aeven  hundred 
thousand.  The  payment  on  account  of  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  debt,  during  the  year  wHI 
exceed  shteen  millions  and  *  half  of  dollars;  a 
greater  eam  than  bos  been  applied  to  that  object, 
ont  of  the  revenue,  in  any  year  rince  the  enlarge- 
ment of  tbe  sinking  fund,  except  the  two  years 
following  immediately  thereafler.  The  amount 
wNc^  will  have  been  applied  to  the  public  debt 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1S29,  to  the  1st  of  January 
next,  wUcfa  is  less  than  three  years  mnce  tbe  Ad- 
ministration has  been  placed  in  my  hands,  will  ex- 
ceed forty  milUooB  of  dollars. 

From  the  lai^e  importatioos  of  the  present  year, 
it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  the  revenue  wUch 
will  be  received  into  the  Treaanry  from  thatsouro* 
during  the  next  year,  with  the  aid  of  that  received 
from  the  public  lands,  will  considerably  exceed  the 
amount  of  tbe  receipts  of  (he  present  year;  and  It 
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ia  belieTsd  Itut  with  ^e  meoni  whicb  the  OoTern- 
nient  will  Iutb  at  its  dupoB&l,  from  varioiu  soarccs, 
wbich  «1U  be  fullf  (tated  b;  the  proper  depBrtmenc, 
the  whole  of  the  public  debt  auj  be  extiagiuabed, 
eiUuir  by  redemption  or  pnrchue,  within  Che  four 
yeua  ormyAdmiDutratian.  Wa  ^all  then  exhibit 
the  rmre  eiample  of  a,  great  nation,  abouading  in 
sU  the  nieane  of  hftppinew  and  eecorilj,  altogether 
fr«e  from  debt. 

The  conEdenca  with  which  the  eitingmshmeDt  of 
the  public  debt  may  be  anticipated,  prciieiite  an  op- 
poKnnity  for  carrying  into  efliet  more  fully  (he 
policy  in  relation  to  import  dutiea,  which  has  been 
reoommended  in  my  former  Messages.  A  modifica- 
tion of  the  taritt^  which  ahall  produce  a  redaction 
of  our  reTenne  to  the  wants  of  OoTenunent,  and 
■n  adjostment  of  the  duties  on  imports,  with  a  view 
to  equal  juatico  in  relation  to  all  our  national  Intcr- 
Bits,  and  to  the  cauDtaraction  of  foreign  poliay,  bo 
&r  aa  it  may  be  injmiout  to  thoM  interests,  is  deem- 
ed to  be  one  of  the  principal  ot>iecta  which  demand 
the  coosiile  ration  of  the  preaent  Congress.  Justice 
to  tlie  interests  of  the  merchant  aa  veil  as  Che  man- 
nGuturer  requires  tbat  material  reductions  in  the 
import  dnUe*  be  proepectlre  :  and  unlen  the  pres- 
ent Congresa  shall  dispose  of  the  sutyect,  the  pro- 
pond  reductions  cannot  properly  be  made  to  Cake 
eOect  at  the  period  when  the  neces^ty  for  the  rer- 
enae  arising  from  present  rate*  shall  cease.  It  is, 
thereTore,  desirable  that  arrangements  be  adopted 
at  your  preMot  eeuiOD,  to  rehere  che  people  Iroai 
onneceMary  taxation,  after  the  eiCingnishment  of 
the  public  debt.  In  the  exercise  of  tbat  spirit  of 
concession  and  coDciliatioo  which  bat  diatingulsfaed 
the  Mends  of  our  Colon  in  all  great  emergencies, 
it  i*  beliered  tbat  this  object  may  be  eSbctad  with- 
out iiynry  to  any-national  interest. 

In  my  annoat  Ifeasage  of  Decenber,  ISSe,  I  bad 
the  honor  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  more 
liberal  policy  than  tbat  which  then  prevailed  lo- 
vards  unfortunate  debtors  to  the  Oovemment ;  and 
I  deem  it  my  daty  ag^  to  inTiCe  jout  itcention  to 
thia  anbject. 

Actoated  by  rimilar  views,  Congress  at  their  last 
M«ion  pasted  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  ia- 
aoWent  debtors  of  the  United  States ;  but  the  pro- 
Tirioiti  of  that  law  tiaTO  not  been  deemed  such  sa 
were  adtqnate  to  that  relief  to  this  onfortnnate 
elBM  of  onr  feilow-citiiens,  which  may  be  safely  ex- 
tended to  them.  The  points  in  which  the  law  ap- 
pears to  be  defectlTe  will  be  particatarlj  communis 
^4edhy  the  aecretarj  oflhe  Treasury:  andltake 
pleasure  in  recomnjending  suoh  an  exten^on  of  its 
jvoviaions  as  will  unfetter  the  enterprise  of  a  Tal- 
u^>Ie  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  restore  to  them 
the  means  of  uscfulneis  to  themselTea  and  the  com- 
munity. While  deliberating  apon  tbis  subject,  I 
would  also  recommend  to  your  coiuideraUon  the 
propriety  of  so  modifying  the  laws  for  enforcing 
the  payment  of  debts,  doe  either  to  Che  public  or 
to  indiriduals  suing  in  Che  courts  oC  the  United 
States,  as  to  restrict  the  imprisonment  of  the  per- 
0OD  to  eases  of  fraudulent  concealment  of  property. 
The  personal  liberty  (rfthe  olciien  seams  too  sacred 
to  be  held,  as  in  many  cases  it  now  is,  aC  Che  will  of 
■  creditor  to  whom  he  is  willing  to  anrrender  all 
the  means  he  has  of  discharging  his  debt. 

The  reports  tmm  tbe  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 

NaTj  Departments,  and  from  the  Postmaster  Oen< 

et«l,  whuh  accompany  this  Ueseage,  present  satis- 

&otoTj  views  of  the  operations  of  the  departmenu 
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leapectlTelj  under  cheir  charge;  and  snggeat  im- 
prOTements  which  are  worthy  of,  and  to  which  I 
iniiCe,  tbe  serious  attention  of  Congress.  Cer- 
tain defects  and  omissions  having  been  discovered 
in  (he  operation  of  the  laws  respecting  pUents, 
they  are  pointed  out  in  tlia  aocoupaDyiog  report 
from  tbe  Beerelarj  of  State. 

1  have  heretofore  recommended  amendments  of 
the  federal  constitution  giving  Che  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President  to  the  people,  and 
limiting  the  service  of  tbe  fbrmer  to  a  single  term. 
So  important  do  I  consider  these  changes  in  our 
fundameutal  Ian,  that  I  cannot,  in  accorduuee  Vlth 
Diy  sense  of  duty,  omit  to  press  them  upon  tbe 
consideration  of  a  new  Congress.  For  my  views 
more  at  large,  as  well  in  relation  to  these  pointa  as 
to  tbe  disquaiiScation  of  Uetnbers  of  Congress  Co 
receive  an  office  from  a  President  in  whose  etectioD 
they  have  had  an  official  agency,  which  I  proposed 
as  a  substitute,  I  refer  you  to  my  fonner  Messages. 

Our  lyslem  of  public  aoconnts  is  extremely  com- 
piioated,  and,  it  is  believed,  may  be  much  improved. 
Uuch  of  the  present  machinery,  and  a  conuderable 
portion  of  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  may 
be  dispensed  witb,  while  greator  facilities  can  be 
afforded  to  Che  liquidation  of  claims  upon  the  Oov- 
emoieiit,  and  an  examination  into  (heir  justioe  and 
legality,  quite  aa  efficient  aa  tbe  present,  secured. 
With  a  view  to  a  general  reform  in  the  system,  I 
reoommend  the  snlfjeot  to  the  attention  of  Con- 


doubtless  wise  in  the  franiers  of  onr  constitution  to 
place  tbe  people  of  chit  District  under  tbe  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  GencHl  Qovernment ;  but  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  they  had  in  view,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  this  peofde  should  be  deprived  of  all  the 
privileges  of  self-government ,  Independently  of 
tbe  duBculty  of  inducing  the  Representatives  bf 
disCanC  States  to  turn  tbeir  attantion  to  projects  of 
taws  which  are  not  of  the  highest  interest  (o  their 
coostitueuts,  they  are  not  individually,  nor  in  Con- 
gress collectively,  well  qualified  to  legislate  over 
uiG  local  concerns  of  this  INstrict.  Consequendj, 
its  interests  are  much  ne^cied,  and  the  people  are 
almoet  afraid  to  present  their  grievances,  lest  a 
body,  in  which  they  are  not  represented,  and  which 
fe^  little  sympathy  In  their  local  relations,  should, 
in  its  attenpt  to  make  laws  for  tbetn,  do  more  harm 
than  good.  Qoverned  by  tbe  laws  of  the  States, 
whence  they  were  severed,  the  two  shores  of  tbe 
Potomac,  within  the  ten  miles  sqoare,  have  differ- 
ent penal  codes  ;  not  the  present  codes  of  Virginia 
and  Uaryland,  hat  such  as  existed  in  Chose  Scates 
at  Che  time  of  the  cesaioD  lo  Che  United  SUtes.  As 
Coogreaa  will  not  form  a  new  code,  and  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  cannot  make  one  fbr  themselves, 
they  are  virtually  under  two  Qovemments.  Is  it 
not  just  to  allow  them  at  least  a  delegate  In  Con- 
gress, if  not  a  local  Legislature  Co  m^e  laws  for 
tbe  District,  subject  to  the  approval  or  rejection  of 
Congress  T  I  earnestly  recommend  the  extension 
to  tbem  of  every  political  right  which  their  inter- 
ests require,  and  which  may  be  compatible  with  tiie 


The  extensiDn  of  the  judiciary  system  of  the 
United  Stataa  la  deemed  to  be  one  of  the  dntiea  ol 
Governaienc.  One-fourtb  of  Che  States  Jn  the 
Union  do  not  p«rCicipatB  io  the  benefits  of  a  eircalt 
court.    To  the  SCMes  of  Indiana,  Illini^  Missouri, 
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Alabkmft,  Hian^ppi,  and  LouUUna,  idmitUd  into 
the  Union  siace  the  pre«ent  Judidil  ■jaMin  wu  or- 
ganized, onlj  a  diitrict  court  bu  been  allawed.  If 
this  be  lufficienC,  then  the  circuit  courts,  alreadj 
ezisUag  ia  eighteea  States,  ought  to  be  Abolished; 
if  it  be  not  sufficient,  the  defect  ouf^t  to  be  rem- 
edied, and  thsM  States  placed  on  the  came  footing 
with  the  other  memben  of  the  Union.  It  wu  on 
thia  condition,  and  on  tiiia  footing,  that  the;  enter- 
ed the  Union ;  and  tliej  may  demand  drcnlt  ooortt 
w  a  matter,  not  of  conceeaion,  but  at  right.  I 
trust  that  Congreu  iriU  not  a^oam,  iMTlitg  thii 
•nomalj  in  our  system. 

Entertaining  the  opinions  heretofore  ezpreased 
in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  StatM,  as  at 
present  organized,  I  felt  it  my  doty,  in  my  former 
keesBges,  franldj  to  disclose  tbem,  in  order  that 
tlie  attention  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people 
ihould  tw  seasonably  directed  to  that  important 
•ubjeet,  and  that  it  might  be  considered  and  finally 
disposed  of  Id  a.  manner  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  ends  of  tbe  eonstilation,  and  iDbBerre  the  pab- 
lio  interasts.  Having  thus  consdentioody  discharg- 
ed a  conatttutlonal  duty,  I  deem  it  proper,  on  thts 
occasion,  vithaat  a  more  particular  reference  to  the 
▼iews  of  the  eubjeet  then  expressed,  to  leare  it  for 
the  present  to  the  iavestlgatioa  of  an  enUgbtened 
people  and  their  repissentaiJTes. 

In  conelorion,  permit  me  to  loToke  that  power 
which  superintends  all  Goveroments,  to  infbse  into 
TOOT  deliberations,  at  tills  Important  erisis  of  cur 

nirtory,  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbe ' '" 

ation.     In  that  spirit  ulis  our  Ui 
tiiat  Sfdrit  must  it  be  preserved. 

ANDREW  JACESON. 

WuatMOroH,  Dteembt  6,  1811. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Euro,  It  was  ordered  that 
three  thousand  copies  of  the  Message,  and  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  the  accompanying  doc- 
uments, be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate. 


WzDmoiAY,  December  7. 
SlaU  of  the  FCruineti. 
Tbe  President  of  the  Senate  oommonioated 
tbe  annnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  iita  state  of  the  finanoea,  the  reading  of 
which  was  dispensed  with,  and  fifteen  hDndred 
additioDal  eopies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
OM  of  the  Sraate. 

TmmsDAT,  December  8, 
Impri»onment  iif  Atamieatt  CiHua*. 

The  following  resolntion,  yesterday  snbmlt- 
ted  by  Mr.  Spbaocb,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

"  JUtoitttd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  oommuDicate  with  the  Senate,  if 
not  iDCompatihle  wilJi  tbe  publio  interest,  all  the 
infonuslion  in  Ills  power,  relalire  to  the  capture, 
abduc^on,  and  imprisonment  of  American  citizens, 
by  the  pioiioclal  autiinrities  of  Mew  Brunswick, 
and  tbe  measures  which,  in  consequence  thereof, 
have  been  adopted  by  tiie  £xecutiTe  of  the  United 


MotTDAT,  December  13. 
The  Vice  Prendent  of  the  United  Statat  it- 
tended    to-da;,  and    took   the  ohur  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Chaubebs,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  several  officers  of  the  Senate,  who  are 
officiating,  shsJI  continae  to  act  in  tb^ 
respective  stattons  ootil  Monds?  nexL 

Wkdhebday,  December  14. 

The  fbllowing  Meseage  trom  the  Preetdent  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  read,  end 
ordered  to  be  printed : 

WASBnoroH,  D»emUr  IS,  IBSl. 
Tb  ih»  SenaU  of  the  Unittd  Btaif : 

I  transmit  herewith,  In  obedience 
of  the  Seuate  of  the  8th  December,  1881,  all  (he 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  EiecutlTo,  rel- 
atiTe  to  the  capture,  abduciion,  and  Imprisonmeiit 
of  American  citizens  by  tbe  provincial  antborillei 
of  New  Brunswick;  and  the  measures  wfaieb,  ia 
eonseqaence  thereof,  have  been  adopted  by  ths 
Executive  of  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Moin)A.T,  December  19. 
suction  tif  Qffletn. 

Tbe  Obair  aunonnoed  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  the  offloen  of 
the  Senate,  and  deaired  Uie  members  to  preptre 
their  ballots  for  Secretary. 

The  ballot  waa  then  taken  for  Secretary, 
when  there  appeared — 

For  Walter  Lowrie,  -       -        -    40  votea. 

Scattering,        -        .        -        .      i 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  a  principil 
doorkeeper,  when  Monntjoy  Bajly  was  re- 
elected without  opposition, 

Mr.  Bhaokford,  of  MiHsonri,  waa  elected  a»- 
ustant  doorkeeper ;  and 

The  several  ofBoers  were  sworn  in  by  Uw 
President  of  the  Senate. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Durbin,  of  Kentucky,  w(s 
eleoted  chapl^n  on  the  put  of  the  Senate. 

The  Benate  then  spent  a  short  time  in  exeoQ- 
tive  buMness ;  and  then  adjourned. 

TuEBDAT,  December  20. 

I%«  Tariff— Dvtif  &n  Ttu, 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonridera- 

tioa  of  the  following  report,  made  yesterday 

from  the  Committee  on  ElDauoe : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  were  reftrred 

tbe  memorials  of  tbe  Importers  and  dealers  in 

teas,  of  New  York,  Fhiladelplua,  Baltimore,  atid 

Pittsburg,  report ; 

That  the  memorialists  pray,  that  in  case  CongtMi 

shall  contemplate  taj  redaction  in  the  duties  M 
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leu,  ibU  such  redttctioa  mfty  be  made  M  take  eOect 
from  and  after  the  SlBt  December  of  the  present 
year ;  b«ia|;  the  aame  time  at  whieb  the  act  of  the 
aoth  Usf ,  I8S0,  entitled  "  An  act  to  redac«  the 
dnties  on  cofee,  tea,  and  cocoa,"  will  take  effect  on 
Una :  their  object  being  that  wheneTei  redaction 
in  the  duties  on  teas  may  be  made,  tliat  it  may 
operate  Mmultaneoualj  with  the  eald  act  of  Uaj, 
1830. 

The  committee  deemed  it  proper  to  consult  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treanirr  on  the  subject,  and  par- 
ticulariy  at  to  the  effect  an  immediate  reduction  of 
tbe  dutiea  would  hate  on  the  floancen  of  the  nation, 
Eia  answer,  tlieyuk  permMon  to  eabndt  as  part 
of  their  report. 

The  committee  are  fully  aware  af  the  incooTen- 
ienco  which  muat  arise  to  commercial  men,  by  fre- 
quent changes  in  the  duties.  They  are  constrained, 
however,  to  report  that  It  is  inexpedient  to  M)l  on 
the  mljject  of  the  memorials  at  tbis  time. 

TuABoar  DiputmRirt, 

Secembtr  IB,  1831. 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receiTe  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  14th  instant,  accompanied  by  a  me- 
morial of  sundry  merahants  of  New  York,  praying 
that  OBJ  (iurther  contemplated  reduction  in  tbe 
dnties  on  tea  may  take  effect  on  the  1st  of  Jaau- 
aiy,  ISSS. 

Id  ansxer  to  your  request  that  I  would  state  tbe 
effect  apou  the  revenue  of  the  reduction  of  the 
dutiea  on  tesa  to  oeKain  ratea  which  have  been  pro- 
posed by  penons  engaged  in  tbe  tea  tmde,  to  go 
into  operation  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  I  beg  '. 
leave  to  state,  generally,  that  each  a  reduction 
could  DOl  be  made  without  materiallir  disturbing 
the  estimatee  {resented  in  the  late  annual  report 
from  this  deparment  on  the  stale  of  tbe  Qnauces, 
Dor  consiatently  with  the  views  entertuned  as  to 
tbe  entire  payment  of  the  debt  on  or  before  the  3d 
of  Itmh,  18S3. 

Without  more  precise  information  than  the  de- 
partment possesses  of  tbe  qusntltj  of  tea  in  store, 
it  is  difficult  to  furnish  the  details  you  request.  The 
quantity,  however,  may  be  supposed  to  be  greater 
tban  it  otherwise  would  bo,  in  consequence  of  the 
mntoal  deare,  both  of  the  Importer  and  the  retail 
dealer,  to  preserve  as  much  as  poraible  of  the  im- 
portation, for  the  benefit  of  the  reduced  dnties 
which  are  to  tale  effect  on  the  1st  of  January 


It  will  appear  from  the  statement  herewith  traos- 
mitted,  that  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  at- 
tended with  a  probable  diminution  in  the  revenue, 
varying  from  half  a  million  downwards,  accori^g 
to  the  qnaotity  of  tea  which  may  be  found  actually 
In  store  on  the  lit  of  January. 

It  is  believed,  moreover,  that  the  principal  bene- 
fits of  the  proposed  reduction  would  be  conferred 
on  the  importer  rather  than  the  consumer.  If,  as 
is  nnderstood  (o  be  the  bet,  there  is  a  small  quan- 
ttty  of  tea  in  the  hands  of  the  retail  dealers,  it 
might  not  follow  that  the  prices  either  of  that  now 
in  bond,  or  of  that  ordered  for  Importation,  wonld 
fall  in  proportion  to  tbe  reduction ;  whereas,  the 
importer  can  soSer  neither  loss  nor  inconvenience 
from  the  operation  of  a  law,  with  a  new  to  which 
his  bosineu  hat  been  regoiated  for  more  than  a 

The  department  is  not  satisfied — though  upon 
this  pwnt  I  do  not  wish  to  be  eon^dered  as  ez- 


pressing  a  positive  opinion — that  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent at  any  time  to  reduce  the  duties  on  teas  mate- 
rially lower  than  the  rates  of  January  next.  These 
duties  wUl  not  be  sufficiently  high  to  affect,  in  any 
sensible  degree,  tbe  consumption  of  the  article; 
and  though  diminished  upon  an  importation  equal 
to  that  of  18S0,  from  12,049,843  02,  to  (898,- 
974  4S,  yet  they  will  always  be  a  safe  source  of 
revenue.  In  a  general  revision  of  tbe  tariff,  Coo- 
greaa  vrill  find  a  great  convenience  in  drawing  the 
rovenne  from  as  few  articles  as  may  be  conustent 
with  the  interests  of  tbe  community,  instead  of  be- 
ing sutgected  to  the  necesNty  of  spreading  it  over 
namerous  commodities  ;  and  there  are  cogent  rear 
sons  why  any  further  reduction  on  teas  sbonid  await 
such  general  revision  of  the  existing  duties  as  the 
slate  of  tbe  fluances  and  public  expenditure  may 
c^  for.    The  memorial  is  herewith  retnmed. 

Any  Ehrther  reduction  which  it  may  then  be  fotmd 
expedient  to  make,  may  be  readily  adapted,  both  in 
amount  and  in  time,  to  the  interests  and  conven- 
ienca  of  the  importera. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obetVent  servant, 

LOmS  If  cLAKE,   . 
Becrttar;/  of  th»  Trttuttry. 

The  Hon.  B.  Smith, 

Ctmirman  i^  Iht  CommittM  on  fiiuaiet,  8«iuti4. 

WXDHEBDA.T,  IhOOBTJ  i,  1883. 

Amtriean  State  Paptn. 
The  Viol  pBmuBNT  aoinmonioated  the  fol- 
lowlim  letter : 
7b  the  hotiDTahU  Iht  SetuHt  of  Ihg  United  Slatee  : 

The  underdgned  respectflUly  represent,  that,  en- 
couraged thereto  by  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  the  last 
sesnon  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  work,  they 
bavo  not  only  made  a  beginning,  but  have  mads 
conmderable  progress.  In  tbe  execution  of  their 
proposition  for  publisbi^  a  com|jlation  of  the 
public  documeots  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
now  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  tbe  Senate  two  vol- 
umea,  which,  excepting  the  indetes  thereto,  not 
yet  ready  for  the  press,  and  the  titls^tages,  which 
are  but  temporarily  composed,  thay  respeetfiilly 
submit  as  samples  of  the  whole  work. 

In  tbe  arrangement  as  well  as  the  selection  of 
the  materials  of  this  great  national  work,  they  have 
been  governed  by  the  deci^ons  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  tjie  Clerk  of  the  Boose  of  Repre- 
sentatives, under  whose  directions,  moreover,  ex- 
clusively, tbe  materials  of  it  have  been  prepared 
for  the  press.  To  their  intelligence.  Industry,  and 
discrimination,  and  that  of  the  geuUemen  in  their 
respective  offices,  it  will  owe  whatever  value  it  pos- 
sesses beyond  that  of  a  mere  print  and  reprint  of 
the  documents  on  the  files  of  tbe  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  Tbe  caaiion  of  Congress,  in  committiog 
these  matters  to  their  sbUity  and  discretion,  rather 
than  to  that  of  the  pablishers,  has,  In  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned,  been  justified  in  the  fhUest  ex- 
tant by  the  oi^er,  and  the  form  and  pressure  which 
have  been  given  to  the  work. 

la  the  arrangement  of  the  documenbs  the  piin- 
ciple  of  clafsification  bos  been  adopted,  the  advan- 
tages of  which  will  be  apparent  npon  the  slightest 
examination  of  the  samples  of  it  herewith  trans- 
mitted.   Tbe  two  Tolamaa  now  presented  are  not 
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the  Srst  in  the  neriea,  bat  >re  thoBe  wbieh  have 
been  most  enaiiy  collated.  One  of  them,  it  will  be 
discovered,  comprises  all  the  coneressionsl  docu- 
mentfl  upon  Tndiui  Affairs,  (one  of  the  classes,)  IVom 
the  beginning  of  the  GoTemment  up  to  the  com- 
mencemeot  of  the  14th  CongresB,  to  which  date, 
(4thUBn:h,  I81S,  inclustve,)  tae  plan  of  tfae  present 
Mriet  eitends.  The  other  is  the  first  vtdntue  of 
the  olaia  of  Finance,  the  whole  of  which  occupies 
two  Tolumea.  When  indexes,  copious  and  weD 
digested,  such  as  are  in  preparsdoa,  are  added  to 
these  Toiames,  the;  wIU  afford  a  &cilit;  to  the  la- 
TesClgHtJons  of  our  iegiilators,  whether  in  debates 
or  in  committee  business,  which  will  smplj  com- 
"    '     "'  f  the  publication,  without 

i  as  national  memorials, 
,  .  a  respectful!;  submitted,  would 
have  fall;  justified  the  sanction  which  has  been 
giren  to  this  undertaking. 

The  two  vohiines  herewith  presented  compria« 
about  one-half  of  what  has  been  alreed;  done  fn 
the  printing  of  the  work,  which  is  in  the  conree  of 
Kead;  prosecution,  and  of  which  it  is  hoped  eight 
or  ten  volumes  ma;  be  readj  for  dellTer;  belora 
the  close  of  the  present  CoDgrese. 

Of  the  execution  of  this  work,  for  whtcb  alone 
the  nnderdgned  have  an;  right  to  credit,  the;  beg 
leaTB  to  olraerTe,  onl;,  that  the;  baTs  endeavored 
to  make  it  such  as  should  be  creditable  to  the  Oov- 
emment,  and  as  should  jusdf;  the  liberal  confidence 
irhich,  b;  the  act  of  the  last  session.  Congress  has 
reposed  in  the  undertakers.  The;  conBdentl;  sub- 
mit its  merits  to  a  comparison  with  those  of  an; 
other  work  of  the  like  nature,  ever  published  in 
tU*  or  an;  other  countr;. 

A  auperficial  examination  of  these  sample  vol- 
umes will  anfflce  to  satisf;  the  intelligent  observer 
of  the  tmporUoce  of  the  work  to  the  public  service, 
and  to  the  histor;  of  tfae  countr;.  Documents  of 
Ota  higheit  interest  will  be  found  in  it,  which  were 
wther  before  unknown  to  the  present  generation, 
»r  forgotten  by  it,  though  ;et  of  modem  antiquity. 
Borne,  which  have  lain  buried  under  the  mass  of 
leas  important  papers  which  it  has  not  been  deemed 
useful  to  Include  in  this  publication,  are  such  as  en- 
lighten obscure  pasBBges  in  our  civil  history,  and 
add  new  motives  for  toe  veneration  nith  which  the 
memor;  of  the  earl;  actors  in  the  GoTemment  is 
faabituoll;  cberiahed.  The  class  of  Foreign  Bela- 
tions,  first  in  order,  but  suspended  in  its  execution 
to  await  the  decinon  of  the  Senate  In  regard  to  the 
pubUdt;  of  some  of  the  documents  which  it  would 
appear  proper!;  to  comprise,  will,  when  completed, 
be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive 
works  that  has  issued  from  the  press  within  the 
last  thirt;  ;eare,  possessing  all  the  attraction  of 
fiction,  sanctified  b;  all  the  fidelity  of  truth. 

The  nnderri^ed  wIQ  only  add,  that  the  sam;>le 
volumes  herewith  submitted  have  been  put  in  dif- 
ferent bindings,  with  a  view  to  concult  the  general 
0[Nnion  as  to  which  description  is  preferable. 

All  wUch  la  respectful!;  submitted  b;  the  pnb- 
UsbeiB.  -  GALES  k  SEATOM. 

Od  motioD  of  Ur.  Kiira,  of  Alabama,  the  letter 
was  ordered  to  b«  printed,  and  was  referred  to 
tbe  Oommittee  on  the  library. 
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Tbitbbdat,  Januarj  5. 
I>Utj/  on  Indian  SlanieU. 

The  bill  to  redace  the  datj  on  Indian  blan- 
kets, and  certain  other  Indian  Soo^b,  [intro- 
duced yesterday,  on  leave,  by  Mr.  Bxktob,] 
was  read  the  second  time ;  when 

Mr.  Bektos  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  finance.  He  tbooght,  in  Justice  and 
propriety,  the  bill  ought  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Afiwrs  for  cdnuderation ;  bnt  he 
yielded  to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  consent- 
ed to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  F]nsnoe. 

Mr.  DiOKEBBon  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Bbhtow  said  that  he  percelTed  that  the 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  have  the  present 
bill  to  take  the  same  course  that  the  salt  bill 
heretofore  introdnced  had  taken.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  there  was  another  committee,  be- 
sides that  of  nnaoce,  that  shoold  take  pretw- 
dence  of  tbe  Oommittee  on  Manufsctures.  He 
Blinded  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  ASbirv. 
That  committee  had  the  concerns  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  trade  of  tbe  United  States  with 
them,  under  their  supervision ;  and  as  the 
present  bUl  proposed  a  mesanre  calculated  to 
affect  that  trade,  it  more  properly  belonged  to 
that  committee,  than  to  the '  Committee  on 
Manu^tures.  It  was  the  province  of  the 
Committee  on  Inilian  Affurs  to  know  bow  the 
trade  with  the  Indians  was  carried  on,  vrhetber 
the  articJes  obtained  from  them  were  procured 
by  fair  and  open  purchase,  or  secretly  amiiK- 
gled  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  This 
biU  was,  like  its  predecessor,  dedgned  to  effect 
a  rednotion  of  the  poblic  burdens,  by  diminish- 
ing the  revenue  derived  from  dn^es  on  im- 
forts ;  and  its  connection  with  the  subject  of 
odian  affairs,  in  bis  opinion,  gave  it  a  f^ 
clmm  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affturs ;  bnt,  as  that  committee  was  likely 
to  l>e  objected  to,  he  wonld  wtuvo  this  refer- 
ence, and  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Tbe  question  then  occurred  on  referring  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Maonfactnres. 

Mr.  BnrroK  said  be  should  object  to  this 
reference.  He  observed  that  it  was  the  wp- 
porent  intentlm  of  oertaln  gentjemen  to  give 
every  thing  into  tbe  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Manu&ctures — implying  that  they  alone 
were  competent  to  examine  and  report  on 
questions  of  great  national  interest  or  impor- 
tance. He  understood  that,  by  the  ruleB  trf 
the  Senate,  bills  were  to  be  sent  to  that  com- 
mittee which  were  friendly  to  the  measure,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  amendments,  if  neces- 
sary, and  rendered  as  perfect  as  po3»b1e  befon 
they  were  brought  forward  for  a  full  and  final 
disonesion.  He  should  therefore  otgect  to  the 
reference  of  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
nfoctures,  on  the  gronod  of  its  not  being  the 
regular  or  correct  parliamentary  course  to  refer 
biUs  to  a  oommittee  known  to  be  directly  cv- 
posed  to  their  principles  or  oyecta.    He  wodd 
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repeat,  that  all  legislative  proceedings  of  thU 
kiad  irere  bottomed  on  the  principle  that  bills 
OD  their  first  iotrodactioa  sbonld  be  intriuted 
to  the  fHeods  of  the  measure,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  corrected  and  rendered  as  perfect  as 
its  fnenda  could  make  it,  before  it  was  broaght 
forward  to  receive  the  scrutiny  of  its  enemies, 
and  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  public  examination. 
The  course  proposed  b;  tlie  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  he  considered  a  violation  of  the 
established  coarse  of  all  legislative  proceedings, 
and  contrary  to  all  parliamentarj  roles  relaUve 
to  the  reference  of  hills, 

[Here  Mr.  B,  read  from  the  manual  of  the 
Tuiea  of  the  Senate,  and  the  usages  of  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  in  confirmation  of  the  position 
maintained,  the  following  extracts ;  "  Those 
who  would  totally  destroy,  will  not  amend ;" 
"  the  child  is  not  to  be  pat  to  a  nurse  that 
cares  not  for  it"] 

Ur.  B.  resumed.  A  child  was  not  to  be  put 
ont  to  a  nurse  who  would  neglect  the  care  of 
it,  or  suffer  it  to  die  for  wartt  of  nonrishment. 
Neither  .was  a  measure  proposed  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  to  be  given  to  its  enemies 
for  the  puroose  of  being  matured,  corrected, 
and  rendered  fit  for  pnblia  eiaminstion.  The 
consequence  of  such  a  course  could  be  easily 
foreseen :  it  would  be  suffered  to  lie  neglected 
nntil  every  thing  else  in  their  hands  was  fin- 
ialied ;  and  if  brought  forward  at  al),  it  would 
probably  be  so  near  the  close  of  the  session, 
that  it  would  be  lost  for  want  of  time ;  and 
then  so  manned  and  deformed,  that  its  friends 
would  not  be  able  to  rect^ize  iL  And  there- 
fore, the  present  bill,  together  with  the  hill  to 
libolish  the  dnty  on  alum  salt,  would  die  on 
their  bands,  and  be  followed  to  the  grave  by 
the  gentleman  and  his  committee,  though  not 
in  the  charaotor  of  mourners.  No,  rir,  Mdd 
Ur.  B.,  this  b'dl  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  a 
hostile  oommitt«e,  to  be  returned^  with  broken 
limbs  and  mangled  featnres,  to  this  Senate,  for 
their  approraL  Such  a  committee  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  It  ought  even  to  refase  to  re- 
ceive it ;  to  show  which,  he  read  Irom  the 
iuBPifi  this  seatence :  that  "  when  any  mem- 
ber who  is  agiuust  the  bill  hears  himself  named 
of  its  committee,  he  should  a^  to  be  ei- 
ensed,"  &c.  Ur.  B.  said  that  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  allow  the  bill  to  go  to  Uie  com- 
mittee where  it  wonld  be  perfectod  and  brought 
forward  in  proper  time. 

Ur.  JiioKsaaon  said  that  he  was  aware  that 
it  was,  or  bad  been,  a  rule  in  the  British  Par- 
liament, in  certain  r.ages  of  reference,  to  com- 
mit the  measure  to  its  friends ;  but  the  practice 
of  the  American  Senate  was  different.  That 
body  bad  standing  oommitteee ;  and  it  had  not 
heretofore  been  their  custom  to  take  notice  of 
Criends  or  enemies  in  questions  of  this  kind,  er 
to  eater  into  an  inqniry  to  ascertain  who  were. 
or  who  were  not,  friendly  to  the  proposed 
measure.  He  believed  it  would  be  a  course  as 
nnscceptable  as  it  was  uncommon,  to  institute 
an  inquiij  in  eveij  case  of  this  kind  for  the 


purpose  of  ascertaiuing  who  were  enemies  and 
who  were  friends  of  the  measure  proposed. 
Qe  would .  ask  the  gentieman  from  Uissouri 
how  he  knew  that  the  Conmiittee  on  Uanufac- 
tnres  were,  or  would  be,  hostile  to  the  present 
bill.  How  does  he  know  that  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  or  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
are  Mendly  to  it !  It  wonld  l>e  a  very  strange 
coarse  of  proceeding,  in  his  opinion,  to  insti* 
tute  such  an  inqniry.  Sir,  said  Ur,  D.,  a  very 
important  object  to  be  attuned  by  referring 
bills  to  oommittees,  is,  to  enable  them  to  exam- 
ine, approve,  or  disapprove  of,  and  report  ao- 
cordingly — not  finally  to  decide  their  fata. 
For  instance,  if,  npon  examination  and  inqniry, 
they  should  see  that  the  adoptioft  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  would  materially  injure  some 
important  interest,  it  would  be  their  duty  to 
state  their  views  of  the  subject  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate.  It  was  the  province  of 
the  committee  simply  to  report  its  opinion — 
not  to  pass  or  reject  the  bilL  No  committee, 
said  Ur.  D.,  can  break,  suppress,  or  deform  a 
bill.  They  can  only  report  upon  it;  and  if 
the  report  does  not  meet  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  they  are  at  litierty  to  op- 
pose it.  If  the  report  is  delayed  beyond  the 
proper  time,  they  have  •a  right  to  demand  its 
appearance,  by  a  rale  of  the  Senate  which  an- 
thorizes  a  call  npon  the  committee  for  a  report. 
The  committee,  Ur.  D.  said,  could  only  modify 
the  bill ;  they  had  no  power  to  control  it.  m 
conclusion,  he  hoped  uie  Senate  would  follow 
the  usual  practice,  and  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Uanu&otures. 

The  question  vas  then  taken  on  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  UanoGftotures,  and 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tiis.— Messrs,  Bell,  Backner,  Clsy,  DtlUs,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Eiring,  Foot,  Frelingbujsen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johuston,  Knight.  Harcy,  Nso- 
dain,  Prentiss,  Robbfns,  Robinson,  Rugrira,  Sey- 
mour, Silsbee,  Tomlmson,  WaggsJasn,  l^ebster, 
WilkluB— 2S, 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  EQk,  Foi^ 
Bvtfa,  Grundy,  Hsyne,  Hill,  King,  Hsogqin,  Miller, 
Moore,  &QiUi,  TwtewBll,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

After  the  consideration  of  a  nnmber  of  pri- 
Tato  bills, 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Uonday. 

UoHDAY,  January  9. 
Bant  <tf  thit  V-mUA  8ta,U*. 
Ur.  T>"v°  presented  the  following  memo* 
rial  &om  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 
7b  Oa  Senali  and  Boutt  of  Itepm*»iativt  tjf  A» 
Ukilid  Stattt  in  Ctrngrai  autmhUd : 
The  memorial  of  tlie  Freddeat,  Direoton,  ind 
Campsa;  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutcs,  in  the 
name  snd  in  behalf  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank, 
rcBpectftillj  represenCs — 

That  the  charter  of  the  buik  being  abont  to  ex- 
^re  on  tbe  4lh  of  March,  ISSfl,  your  memorialists 
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deem  it  their  dutj  to  invite  the  nttention  of  Cod- 
gren  to  lU  resevul. 

The  generel  ooundentioiu  which  eaoBed  the  ea- 
tabliahment  of  the  bank,  the  muiner  in  which  it 
bu  executed  the  duties  isaigned  to  it,  and  the 

memoriaiisla  forbear  lo  ^cuss,  since,  of  these  sub- 
jects, your  hoDorable  bodies  are  more  competent 
■ad  appropriate  judges.  They  fill  therefore  merely 
Mate  the  views  which  induce  Ihcir  applicatioa  at 
this  time. 

Unless  the  ques^on  la  decided  b^  the  present 
Congress,  no  definitive  action  upon  it  can  be  ex- 
pected until  within  two  years  of  the  exraration  of 
the  charter — ■  period  before  which,  in  the  ofanion 
of  your  memorialiets,  it  is  highly  eipedietit,  not 
merely  tn  refi^rcnce  to  the  institution  il«etf,  but  to 
the  more  important  interests  of  the  nation,  iJiattbe 
deierminaticn  of  Congresa  should  be  known.  In- 
.  dependentlj  of  the  inSoence  which  the  bank  w*« 
designed  Co  possess,  and  which  it  necessarily  exer- 
cises over  the  stale  of  the  currency,  by  which  all 
the  pecuniary  truisaclioiie  of  the  community  are 
regulated,  its  own  immediate  operations  are  con- 
nected intimately  with  the  local  bueinesa  of  almost 
every  section  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the  com- 
mercial interchanges  between  the  several  States, 
and  the  intercourse  of  them  all  with  foreign  na- 

Of  the  value  to  the  community  of  the  system 
which,  after  long  and  aniioua  eSbrls,  and  at  great 
pecuniary  sacriflcea,  your  memorialists  have  at 
iNigth  succeeded  in  eBtablisblng,  it  ia  not  for  them 
to  apeak ;  their  more  immediate  purpose  ia  to  rep- 
reaent,  as  thej  do,  most  respeetfully,  tbat  the  con- 
tinuance  or  deatructioa  of  uiat  ayatem,  thus  widely 
diShsed  through  all  die  avenues  of  the  producUve 
industry  of  the  country,  affecting  all  the  relations 
of  pubuc  revenue  and  private  income,  and  contrib- 
uting to  give  stability  to  all  the  rewards  of  labor,  is 
to  object  of  general  solicitude.  If,  satisfied  with 
tbe  practical  operations  of  the  institution,  your  bon- 
onibie  body  ahall  deem  it  worthy  of  continuance, 
It  seems  expedient  to  relieve  the  country,  as  soon 
■a  may  conaist  with  mature  deliberation,  from  the 
oncertunty  In  which  all  private  transactions,  and 
ail  public  Improvements,  dependent  on  the  fHiture 
ooDditioo  of  the  currency,  »nd  amount  of  capital 
disposable  for  those  objects,  must  necessarily  be 
involved  uctil  your  decimon  is  known.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  tbe  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  detenaioe 
that  the  bank  must  cease  to  eiisC,  it  is  still  more 
important  that  the  country  should  begin  early  to 
prepare  for  the  expected  chaage,  and  (bat  the  in- 
stitution should  have  as  much  time  as  possible  to 
execute  the  duty,  always  a  very  delicate  and  diffi- 
cult one,  of  siding  the  community  to  seek  new 
channels  of  bualnesa,  and,  by  gradual  and  gentle 
novementa,  to  preee  with  the  leaat  inconvenience 
on  the  great  intoreata  connected  with  at. 

Under  these  impr«snons  they  reapectfully  request 
that  the  charter  <^  the  bank  may  be  renewed. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors : 

S.  BICDLE,  FreivkiU. 

Mr.  DAiJ.aB  said,  tliiLt  being  reqneat«d  to 
present  this  docnment  to  the  Senate,  praying 
for  a  renewal  of  t^e  existing  charter  of  the 
bank,  he  begged  to  be  inddged  in  making  a 
few  explanatory  remarks.  Witli  nnbesitating 
frankness,  he  viahed  It  to  be  onderatood  hj 
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the  Senate,  by  tba  good  commonivealtb  vbich 
it  was  alike  Lis  doty  and  his  pride  to  represent 
with  fidelity  on  tbat  floor,  and  by  tbe  people 
generally,  that  tbis  application,  at  this  timc^ 
bad  been  diacouraged  by  him.  Actuated  maia- 
]y,  if  not  exclusively,  by  a  desire  to  preserve  to 
the  nation  the  practical  benefits  of  the  institu- 
tion, the  expediency  of  brining  it  forward 
thns  early  in  the  term  of  its  incoiT>oratioii, 
daring  a  popnlar  representation  in  Congreas, 
which  most  oease  to  exiat  some  years  before 
tbat  term  expires,  and  on  tbe  eve  of  all  the  ex- 
citement incident  to  a  great  political  movS' 
ment,  stmck  bis  mind  as  more  than  donbtftd. 
He  felt  deep  solicitnde  and  apprehension  lee^ 
in  the  progress  of  inqniry,  and  in  the  develt^ 
ment  of  views,  under  present  circnm stances,  it 
might  be  drawn  into  real  or  imagined  con^ct 
with  some  higher,  some  more  favorite,  some 
more  immediate  wiab  or  purpose  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

And  from  snoh  a  conflict,  what  sincere  friend 
of  this  nsefol  eatablisbment  wonld  not  strive 
to  save  or  rescue  it  by  at  least  a  t«mporary  for- 
bearance and  delay?  Nevertheless,  his  con- 
scious inexperience  in  the  forms  and  contingen- 
cies of  le^slation  intqiired  a  distrust  of  his  own 
Judgment  on  this  merely  preliminary  point.  The 
determination  of  the  parties  interested  maj 
be,  nay,  must  be,  wiser  and  better;    and  he 


lia  recently,  and,  in  effect,  unanimously,  had 
reoommended  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  He  became,  therefore,  a  willing,  as  be 
was  virtuallf  an  instructed  agent,  in  promot- 
ing, to  the  extent  of  bis  bnmble  ability,  an  ob- 
ject which,  however  dangerously  timed  its  ia- 
trodnctiou  might  seem,  was  In  itself,  as  he  con- 
ceived, entitled    to   every  oon»deration  and 

Mr.  D.  conoluded  by  moving  that  the  me- 
morial be  read,  and  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Oommittee  of  five  in  nnmber,  and  tbst  the 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persona  tund 
papers. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  tlie 
committee,  and  the  following  gentlemen  v«n 
chosen  to  compose  it,  viz:l&.  Dall&b.  Mr. 
Wbbstkr,  Mr.  Ewma,  Mr.  Haho,  and  Mr. 
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Trxsni.T,  January  10. 

Bav*  c/Olt  United  Slate*. 

Mr.  Bbstox  submitted  t^e  following  mo- 

Raolved,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  the  names  and 
tities  of  the  foreign  stockhoiden  in  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  Stales,  if  any  document  in  his  office  will 
afford  that  information;  and,  if  not,  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  that  information  from  the  bauk  aforesaid,  and 
la;  it  before  the  Senate  as  soon  as  posdble,  with 
the  amouDi  of  stock  held  by  each. 

Stmitid,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Senate  be 
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dineted  to  l>;  before  the  Beaate  infomuiUoa,  firat, 
of  the  smouDt  oF  debt  due  from  Individiuls  and 
bodies  corpomte  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  iu  bruicbes,  diiUngolahiDg  the  upount  Becared 
bj  mortgage  from  that  secured  bv  personal  sccurit; 
alone;  and  what  portion  ofsaid  debts  are  cooudered 
as  Btandiag  accommodations  to  the  cuslomcra  of  uid 
bank  and  its  branches. 

Raidved,  That  the  8e«reUrj  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  list  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  the  Uiiited  Sutes,  and  of 
the  aeTeral  branches,  and  a  statement  of  the  stock 
held  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  with  the  nain- 
ber  of  shares  hrid  by  eaoh,  and  the  State  or  Terri- 
iaitj  of  Uietrre«idei>e«;  also,  the  amount  of  specie, 
■ccDrdiDg  to  their  last  return,  in  the  vaults  of  tbe 
bank  and  its  branches,  distln^shiug  the  part  which 
belongs  to  the  bank,  the  portion  belonging  to  tutU- 
vidui^  mid  to  tbe  United  States. 

RttiJvid,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasary  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  monthly  state- 
ments of  tbe  afUrs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  IS81. 

Pvblio  Btpenditwti. 

The  bill  for  tlte  erection  of  barracks,  qa&r- 
ters,  and  storehoasea,  and  the  purcbsse  of  a. 
■ite,  ID  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  was  read 
tbe  third  time,  pf^aed,  and.  sent  to  tbe  other 
Hoose. 

WhsD  this  bill  was  pat  on  its  paaasge, 

Mr.  SuTH,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  offer  gome 
remarka  in  repl;  to  assertiona  which  had  been 
made  by  genlleniea  on  a  former  oooaaion, 
toaehing  tbia  pablio  eipenditares.  He  b^an 
bj  HayinK  he  waa  in  flavor  of  the  present  bill, 
beoaase  it  uipropriat«d  money  for  an  olyect 
eweatial  to  the  interests  of  a  weak  part  of  the 
TJnioD ;  and  no  fear  of  censure  for  increasing 
the  annual  ezpenditare  of  the  naUou  would  d»- 
ter  him  from  aupporting  meafiuies  which  he 
•  oonsidered  necessary  aod  oondnoive  to  the  pub- 
lic wel&re.  Oar  dnty,  aaid  Mr.  8.,  is  para- 
monnt  to  every  consideration  of  this  kind.  I 
oare  not  whether  the  expenses  of  the  present 
Administration  have,  or  have  not,  exceeded  that 
of  any  other  Administration ;  my  sole  view  is 
b>  provide  for  what  is  neceasarf ,  and  the  pro- 
viaions  of  this  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  of  this 
eharacter. 

On  a  late  occasion,  sud  Hr.  S.,  a  bill  in 
which  I  felt  a  deep  interest,  was  r^eoted^on 
the  gronnd  that  it  increased  the  public  ex- 
penses. It  did  not.  It  merely  anliiorized  an 
^propriation  of  two  hundred  ^ousand  dollars 
per  annum,  instead  of  the  aniiDBl  snm  of  one 
taondred  thousand  dotlara,  and  wonld  have  ena- 
bled the  ExecDtive  to  arm  the  fortifications  in 
ten  instead  of  twenty  years.  The  ailment 
was  then  nrged,  that  tbe  annnal  expenses  of 
tfie  Oovernment  went  on  increasing.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Hissonri  (Mr.  Bkstoit}  distinotly  aaid 
**  that  the  expenditares  of  the  Govemmetit  had 
nearly  donbled  since  he  took  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate." This  assertion  was  considered  essentially 
correct  by  the  Senator  from  Booth  Oarolioa, 
{Mr.    Hahix.)     The   assertion  thus    broadly 


made  by  Senators  of  sncb  high  standing,  and 
ganeraUy  so  very  correct — by  Senators  who 
are  so  highly  appreciated,  conld  not  fail  to  have 

Ct  innnence  on  this  body.  I  confess,  Mr, 
ident,  that  I  then  thonght  they  were  mis- 
taken, and  I  answered  them  gaardedly.  I  did 
not  positively  deny  the  assertion.  I  somewhat 
donbted  my  own  opinion,  when  opposed  to  the 
positive  assertions  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I 
entertun  great  respect.  When  the  Senate  ad- 
jonmed  on  that  day,  I  remarked  to  a  Senator 
that  I  thonght  those  gentlemen  had  committed 
a  great  error.  He  replied  that  he  thought 
their  staiementa  correct.  This  induced  me  to 
reflect  on  the  snl^ect,  and  to  see  whether  I 
could  not  asoertwn  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the 
assertion.  I  fonnd  that  the  Senator  (Hr.  Bxs- 
TOV)  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  8enat«  at  the 
seaeion  of  lSSl-'22;  of  course  the  expendi- 
tnrea  fbr  the  year  1822  were  those  which  he 
assert«d  had  been  nearly  doubled  since  he  came 
into  the  Senate.  I  saw  how  I  conld  obtain  the 
desired  information.  I  caused  a  statement' to 
be  made  from  the  annual  reports  of  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary,  from  the  year  1832  to 
1830,  both  years  indusive.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  error  in  this  statement  I  sent  it  to  the 
Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  being  minutely  ex- 
amined. It  has  beui  retnmed  to  me  as  per- 
fectly correct ;  and  I  was  referred  to  the  book 
called  "  Receipts  and  Eipondttnres  for  the  year 
1830,"  lately  delivered  to  each  Senator,  for  a 
fttll  view  of  the  expenses  for  a  series  of  years, 
and  I  found  a  perfect  accordance  with  the 
statement  I  had  prepared.  So  that  the  ezpos6 
which  I  propose  to  give,  is,  I  may  truly  say, 
fonnded  on  facts,  leaving  nothing  vague  or  de- 
rived from  coifjectore.  The  book  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  immediately  sent  to  the  Salld- 
more  library  witliout  inspecting  it.  I  had  no 
idea  of  looking  in  it  for  the  detailed  statement 
of  our  expenditures.  Every  Senator  has  the 
book,  and  can,  at  hia  leisure,  compare  it  with 
the  view  which  I  propose  to  ^ve;  in  which  I 
flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
Senators  from  Missonri  and  Sonth  Carolina 
have  been  mistaken ;  that  the  expensee  have 
not  nearly  doubled,  nor  increosea— in  fact,  if 
the  eipenditare  in  one  year  exceed  thirteen 
millions,  the  next  year  falhi  below  that  amoant ; 
and  that  the  average  expenditure  of  tbe  last 
nine  years,  say  1822  to  18S0,  both  inclusive, 
amotmts  only  to  tbe  sum  of  twelve  million 
three  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  dollars. 

A  BupeTficisi  reader,  Mr.  Preaident,  when  he 
looks  at  the  public  expenditures,  most  generally 
will  look  at  the  snm  total  of  each  year,  and 
will  conclude  that  the  expenses  have  been 
higher  or  lower  than  usual.  He  has  no  partic- 
ular object  in  view,  and  will  not  give  himself 
the  tronble  to  inveatiBBt«  tbe  cauaes  which  ore- 
ate  tbe  large  or  small  eipenditnres  of  any  one 
year.  Thus,  be  may  look  at  the  expenses  of 
1817,  and  will  find  the  total  amount  to  have 
been  the  enormons  sum  of  (40,877,646.    He 
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then  turns  to  the  year  1818,  and  finds  the  total 
expenditures  of  that  fear  to  amount  to  &a  eatn 
at  |8S,104,87S.  He  takes  the  jev  1819,  and 
finds  the  expenses  only  |24,004,109,  and  con- 
clndea  in  his  own  mind  that  the  CoDgress  of 
1817  and  1818  mnet  have  been  extravagant  in 
their  appropriations  of  the  poblio  money,  and 
tie  Eiecntive  no  better.  When,  if  he  had  in- 
vestigated the  subject  fully,  he  would  hare 
fonnd  that  there  had  been  paid  in  IBIT,  towards 
tbe  extinguishment  of  the  pTiblio  debt,  the  nn- 
nsnal  sum  of  {26,423,886,  thus  reducing  the 
ordinary  eipenses  of  the  Government  to  the 
Bum  of  |lfi,4G4,S0B ;  that,  in  the  year  1818, 
there  had  been  paid  towards  the  redemption  of 
the  pDblio  debt  the  snm  of  $21,296,1X11,  thus 
making  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment amount  to  the  sam  of  $18,908,078. 
The  expenditnre,  independently  of  the  payment 
onaccountof  the  debt,  amonnted  to  {16,800,278 
in  the  year  1819.  This  increase  arose  from 
variouB  causes  not  necessary  to  detul.  There 
was  psid  towards  the  public  debt  in  the  year 
1819  the  sum  of  {7,708,926  only.  This  dimi- 
nution of  payment  is  attribntable  to  the  ftct 
that  there  was  little  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt  then  payable, 

I  will  now  oome,  Mr,  President,  to  my  jirin- 
dpal  object.  It  is  the  assertion,  "that,  since 
the  year  1821,  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  nearly  donbled ;"  and  I  tmst  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  the  Benator  &om  Missouri 
(Mr.  Bkntok)  had  been  nnder  some  misappre- 
hension. The  Senate  are  aware  of  the  effect 
which  such  an  assertion,  coming  from  Bach 
high  authority,  must  have  upon  the  public 
mind.  It  certainly  had  its  effect,  even  i]pon 
this  enlightened  body.  I  mentioned  to  an  hon- 
'  orable  Senator  a  few  days  since,  that  the  aver- 
age ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Government 
for  the  last  nine  years  did  not  exceed  the  snm 
of  twelve  and  a  half  millions.  Bnt,  said  the 
Senator,  the  expenditures  have  greatly  in- 
creased during  that  period.  I  told  him  I 
tbonght  they  Lad  not ;  and  I  now  proceed  to 
prove,  that,  with  the  exception  of  four  years, 
viz.,  1B21,  1822,  1828,  and  1824,  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  have  not  increaKd. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  show  the  causes  of  the  re- 
duction of  expenses  during  those  rears,  and 
that  they  afford  no  criteria  by  whicn  to  jodge 
of  the  necessary  expenses  of  Government,  and 
that  they  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rat«  of 
expenditures,  arising  irom  particular  causes. 
Bnt  even  they  exhibit  an  expenditnre  far  above 
the  one-half  of  the  present  annual  ordinsiy  ex- 
penses. 

In  the  year  1823,  which  was  the  period  when 
the  Senator  from  Uissonri  (Mr.  Benton)  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate,  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
Uie  Government  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
{9,827,643.  The  expenses  of  the  year  1828 
amounted  to  {0,784,154.  1  proceed,  Mr,  Pren- 
dent,  to  show  the  cause  which  thns  reduced 
the  ordinary  eipeusee  during  these  years,  I 
apeak  in  the  presence  of  gentlemen,  oome  of 


whom  were  then  in  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
tives,  and  will  correct  me  if  my  rMollectloa 
should  lead  me  into  error.  Dnring  the  seenon 
of  the  year  1B19-*S0,  the  President  aaked  a 
loan,  I  think,  of  five  miUions,  to  defray  the  «X' 
penses  of  ihe  Qoremment,  which  he  had 
deemed  neoessary,  and  for  which  estimatM  had,  • 
as  usual,  been  laid  before  Congress.  A  loan  of 
three  millions  only  ws£  granted ;  and,  in  the 
next  session,  another  loan  of^  1  think,  seven 
millions  was  asked,  in  order  to  liable  the  Ex> 
ecntive  to  meet  the  amount  of  expenses  esti- 
mated for,  aa  necessary  for  the  year  18S1.  A 
loan  of  five  miUions  was  granted,  and  in  tha 
sncceeding  year  another  loan  of  Svb  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  asked,  and  reftieed.  Ooo- 
greas  were  dissatisfied  that  loans  should  ha  re- 
quired in  time  of  profound  peaoe,  to  meet  the 
common  expenses  of  the  nation,  and  they  re- 
ftised  to  grant  the  amonnt  asked  for  In  the  esti- 
mates, although  this  amonnt  would  hare  been 
granted  if  there  had  been  money  in  the  Treat- 
Dry  to  meet  them,  without  reaorting  to  loana. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (and  it  was 
snpptHted  by  the  Bonse)  lenened  some  of  the 
items  estimated  for,  and  refused  others.  No 
item,  except  snch  as  was  iiidispentalily  necca- 
sary,  was  granted.  By  tha  adoption  of  thia 
course,  the  eipenditnres  were  reduced,  in.  18S1, 
to  {10,728,470,  and  to  the  stuns  ahvady  men- 
tioned for  the  two  years,  1822  and  18SS,  and 
the  ccrrent  expenses  of  1B24,  (10,880,144^ 
Ihe  consequence  was,  that  the  Treasury  waa 
restored  to  a  sound  state,  so  that  Oongren  was 
enabled,  in  the  year  18S6,  to  appropriate  the 
full  amonnt  of  the  estimate.  The  eipenditare* 
of  1884  amounted  to  {16,380,144.  Thla  large 
expenditure  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  payment 
made  to  Spain  in  that  year,  of  {0,000,000  fin- 
the  purchase  of  Florida.  I  entertained  donbta 
whether  I  onght  to  inolode  this  sum  in  the  ex-  • 
pendituree ;  bnt,  on  AiU  oonsideration,  I  deemed 
it  proper  to  include  it.  It  may  be  swd  that  it 
was  an  extraordinary  payment,  and  sooh  aa- 
could  not  again  oocur.  Bo  is  the  payment  on 
aoconnt  of  awards  nnder  the  treaty  of  Ghen^ 
in  1827  and  1828,  amountjng  to  {1,188,T1S. 
Of  the  same  character,  too.  are  the  pt^ments 
made  for  the  pnxohsse  of  lands  from  the  In- 
dians ;  fbr  the  removal  of  the  Indians ;  for 
paj^ents  to  the  several  States  for  moneys  ad- 
vanced during  the  late  war;  and  a  rariety  of 
other  extraordinary  charges  on  tha  TreosurT; 
The  payment  on  account  of  the  pnrohase  at 
Floriua  happened  in  the  last  seven  years ;  snd 
if  this  sum  were  deducted  from  the  expendi- 
tures of  1884,  it  would  exhibit  a  great  redno- 
tion  in  the  expensee  of  the  last  seven  year^ 
when  contrasted  with  those  of  the  seven  yeer* 
between  1817  and  1828,  both  years  laolnriTe. 
The  comparison  of  average  expenses  betweoa 
the  first  seven  years,  oontrastea  with  the  last 
seven  years,  would  then  amount  to  {12,788,SBT 
for  the  first  period,  and  {12,888,668  for  tfa* 
latter  period;  which  would  show  an  aetnd 
average  decrease  of  {S44r,4«9  between  thaa* 
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pwiodi.  This  deereaae  nnild  be  rendered 
maeh  greater,  if  the  other  extraordintuy 

Muditaree  to  which  I  have  rejerred  were 

deducted  in  the  eompviioii.  The  sabseqaent 
years  being  jean  when  no  dednotions  were 
nude  from  the  eatimates,  It  wiU  be  aeen  to  mj 
jLltematelj. 

In  the  jetr  18SS,  the  expenees  were 

111,490, 4«0 
18Se,  -  -  13,062,816 
1827,  -  -  18,658,063 
1838,  -  -  18,299,041 
18B9,  -  -  12,660,490 
1680,        -        -        13,229,988 

It  EBAj  be  premier  for  me  to  ehow  that  the 
ftverage  expenditure*  of  the  Qovemment  for 
tbeee  nine  >  ears,  MJ  from  1823  to  1 830,  both  in- 
oloaire,  anionDt  outj  to  the  earn  of  $12,870,481. 
A.  conaidersble  part  of  theae  expenditures  has 
ariaen  from  extraordinary  ehargee  on  the  Treav 
ni7,  snch  ks,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians ; 
the  DDrohese  of  their  lands ;  the  paj^nent  of 
the  States  (br  the  adTanoea  made  by  them  dar- 
ing the  late  war;  for  property  deetro;ed  bj 
the  Miemy ;  and  for  payment  of  awards  under 
the  firat  artiole  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  lunount- 
iag  to  $1,188,716.  A  navy  has  been  created, 
Hid  OUT  Batiooal  flag  floats  proudly  on  every 
aea.  Im>nM»—  forbfieations  have  been  ereoted. 
Anenals  have  been  Iniilt  in  different  parts  of 
the  Union,  and  filled  with  smaU  arms  and  the 
mnniliona  of  war.  The  only  wonder  is,  that 
•0  mnoh  ha*  been  done,  with  sooh  limited 
penditnreei 

I  think  I  have  shown,  Ur.  Presidentr  "  that 
the  eipenditarea  of  the  Government  have  not 
near];  doubled  dnoe  the  year  1S21 ;"  '    " 

think  that  there  has  been  any  incr 
there  had  been  any,  the  fluilt  would  rest  with 
OongroM. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  President,  "that  the 
•xpeueee  of  the  Government  increase  umnally, 
ana  so  on  increasing."  With  a  view  of  test- 
ins  ^b  oMartion,  and  also  of  elucidating  this 
Buqeet,  I  trust  I  shall  be  permitted  to  institute 
a  few  comparisons.  The  first  will  be  between 
the  eipenditurBS  of  the  four  years,  1S17,  1B18, 
1819,  and  1820,  with  those  of  the  four  years, 
l'S2T,  1838, 1829,  and  1880.  I  find,  on  exami- 
nation, that  the  average  expenses  of  the  first 
four  years  amount  to  the  sum  of  {14,699,621 
and  of  the  laat  four  years  to  the  sum  ol 
$18,958,790,  showing  a  decrease  in  the  public 
ezpendituree  exceeding  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dwari;  thus  amply  contradicting  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  pnblto  expenditures  "  go  on  in- 
ereafflng."  The  second  oomparison  I  shall 
moke  will  be  between  the  four  years,  1628, 
1^  1B35,  and  ISSS,  with  those  of  1827,  18S8, 
1839,  and  1880.  I  find  that  the  average  ex- 
pease  of  the  first  four  years  amounts  to  the 
inn  of  $13,416,788,  and  the  last  four  years  to 
$13,909,790,  showing  an  average  increase  of 
$543,012,  or  an  annnal  average  increase  of 
$lSS,TdS,  inconsiderable  in  amonnt,  and  arising 
tiQca  the  reduced  espendituree  In  the  jear 


1828,  the  cause  for  which  bos  been  already 
stated,  and  to  the  payment  in  1830  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts militia  claim  of  fonr  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  Were  it  not  for  the 
payment  of  this  latter  claim  in  1830,  the  com- 
parison would  have  shown  a  different  result 
The  true  test  is  to  be  found  in  comparing  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  in  those  year* 
when  Oongress  were  not  restricted  in  the  ex- 
penditures by  reason  of  a  scanty  Treasury. 

The  next  comparison  I  offer,  wiQ  be  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  seven  years  from  1817  to 
1828,  both  years  inclusive,  with  those  of  the 
seven  subsequent  years,  beginning  with  the 
year  1824  to  1830,  both  inclusive,  and  I  find 
that  the  annnal  average  expenditure  of  the 
first  seven  years  amounts  to  $12,733,387,  and 
of  the  last  seven  years  to  lie  sum  of  $18,108,154 
-presenting  an  inconsiderable  increase,  which 
entirely  attributable  to  the  fact  that  redac- 
>ns  had  been  made  iu  the  years  1821,  1822, 
1823,  and  1824,  on  account  of  a  scanty  Treas- 
ury, which  reductions,  in  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  GovemiQent,  had  had  a  tendency 
to  cause  an  increase  of  expenditures  in  the 
succeeding  years.  These  reductions  were  not 
savings;  they  were  a  mere  temporary  diminu- 
tion of  necessary  expenditures.  The  m^ority 
of  the  objects  thus  reduced,  or  altogether  re- 
fused, were,  in  the  subsequent  yean,  pro- 
vided for. 

It  is  perfectly  fair,  Mr.  President,  to  omnpare 
a  series  of  years  with  an  equal  number  (^ 
years ;  but  it  is  neither  fair  nor  jnst  to  select 
one  year,  and  to  compare  it  with  another.  I 
speak  with  reference  to  the  annual  ordinary 
expenditures.  Would  it  be  fdr  towards  the 
late  President  Monroe,  to  compare  the  expenses 
of  the  last  year  of  his  Administration,  amount- 
ing to  $15,330,144,  with  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  which  amounted  oidy 
to  11,490,549  dollars)  Would  it  be  proper  to 
compare  the  expenditures  of  the  last  year  of 
Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  which  amounted 
to  $18,296,041,  with  the  first  year  of  Pres- 
ident Jackson's  Administration,  which  was 
$12,660,460?  OerWdnly  not.  To  do  sOj  would 
be  committing  an  act  of  political  injustice,  and 
yet  I  have  seen  this  done .  But,  if  you  com- 
pare the  lost  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administra- 
tion with  the  second  year  of  President  Jack- 
's, ($12,229,538,)  littie  difference  in  the  ex-  ' 
penses  will  be  foond  to  exist. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  shown  to  my  own  sat-  ' 
isfaotion,  and,  I  trust,  to  that  of  the  Scmate, 
that  the  expenses  of  the  Government  have 
not  only  not  nearly  doubled  since  the  year  1821 
— (unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  18,290,041 
dollars,  being  the  expenditures  in  1828,  be 
nearly  double  the  sum  of  $9,827,043,  the 
amount  of  expenditures  of  1822^ — have  not 
increased,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  have  actually 
decreased.  I  have  taken  for  the  iuTestigation 
of  the  subject  the  eight  years  of  the  late  Prea- 
ident  Monroe's  Administration,  the  four  years 
itf  the  Admimstratiou  of  Mr.  Adams,  ana  the 
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two  years  of  President  JackHon'a  AdminiBtra- 
tioD,  Ui  which  the  aooonntB  ore  made  up  at  the 
Tresanr; ;  and  in  this  iuTeBtdgatiun  and  oom- 
parisoD  I  have  oarefiillj  avoided  every  thing  of 
K  party  complexion. 

jlaviDg  been  a  member  of^  and  for  ssTeral 
yeara  ObainnBD  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  Honse  of  Bepreeentatives,  and 
having  also  been  Churnian  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate,  I  consider  it  an  im- 

Ci  reflection  on  those  committees  that  they 
seen  with  indifference  the  ezpeneee  of  the 
Government  annnally  increasing,  and  actaally 
nearly  doahling  in  nine  yeara.  I  have  there- 
fore deemed  it  incambent  apon  me,  in  partion- 
lar,  to  make  the  neceeaary  investigation  of  this 
snbject,  and  to  preaent  to  the  Senate  the  ex- 
tensive view  I  have  submitted  in  relation  to  a 
matter  which  has  so  frequently  been  misrepre- 
sented, and  which  I  tmst  will  be  considered  a 
snfficient  apology  for  having  occupied  so  ranch 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
iB  tbe  eipendi 

Jiiiled  SutA,  eiclnsiTe  of  the  pay- 
menu  on  account  of  tbe  pnblic  debt,  &om  the 
year  ISIT  to  1S30,  both  >Dclndve. 


Tiar: 

r™-.; 

1B11 

|lfi,4H<l09  02 

1884 

116,880,144  81 

lX,»0S,aT3  7S 

18S6 

11,490,469  84 

iBia 

1S,SOO,27S  44 

1S!S 

13,062,818  27 

IBM 

1S,1S4,B30  S7 

18S7 

12,663,096  ee 

1B21 

10,728.47a  07 

1828 

18,296,041  46 

1823 

9.B37,a43  ttl 

1829 

12,660,490  62 

1BS3 

9,784,164  69 

1830 

13,229,633  33 

Ifr.  Bbhion  rose  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  Hr.  B.  sud  that  a  remark  of  his, 
in  a  former  debate,  seemed  to  have  been  the 
occasion  of  tlie  elaborate  financial  statements 
whidi  tbe  Senator  from  Uaryland  bad  just 
gone  throng.  Mr.  B.  said  he  bad  made  the 
remark  in  debate ;  it  was  a  general  one,  and 
not  to  be  treated  as  an  Bc«onnt  stated  by  an 
aooonnling  officer.    Eis  remark  was,  that  the 

Enblio  expenditure  had  nearly  don  bled  since  he 
ad  been  a  member  of  the  Senate.  Neither 
the  words  used,  nor  tbe  mode  of  the  ezpres- 
non,  implied  the  accuracy  of  an  account ;  it 
was  a  remark  to  signify  a  great  and  inordinate 
increase  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  He 
had  not  come  to  tbe  Senate  this  day  with  the 
'  least  expectation  of  ^ing  called  to  justify  that 
remark,  or  to  bear  a  long  arrugnment  of  it 
aivued;  bnt  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  jns- 
ti^,  and  he  would  quickly  d(t  it.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  when  he  made  the  remark,  be  had  no 
atatemeot  of  accounts  in  his  eye,  bnt  he  had 
two  great  and  broad  facts  tiefore  him,  which  all 
the  figures  and  calcnlations  upon  earth,  and  all 
the  componnd  and  comparative  statements  of 
aritbmeijciaos,  could  nut  shake  or  alter,  which 
were — first,  that  since  he  came  into  'the  Senate, 
the  machinery  of  this  Government  was  worked 
for  between  eight  and  nine  mjiliftn*  of  dollars; 


fourteen  millions  and  three-quarters.  The  eom 
estimated  for  the  fatnre  expenditures,  by  the 
Beoretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  thirteen  and  a 
half  millions ;  hut  fifteen  millions  were  recom- 
mended by  him  to  be  levied  to  meet  increased 
expenditures.  Mr.  B.  said  these  were  two 
great  facts  which  he  had  in  his  eje,  and  which 
he  would  Justify.  He  would  produce  no  proofs 
as  to  tbe  second  of  his  facts,  becauae  (he  Fred- 
dent's  Message  and  the  Secretary's  report  were 
BO  recently  sent  in,  and  so  universally  reprint- 
ed, that  every  person  could  recollect,  or  torn  to 
their  contents,  and  verify  his  statement  upon 
their  own  examination  or  recollection.  He 
would  verify  bis  first  stotfiment  only  by  proofs, 
and  fbr  that  purpose  wontd  refer  to  the  detailed 
Btat«Qents  of  uie  public  ezpeDditoiee,  rano- 
piled  by  Van  Zandt  and  Watteratou,  and  for 
which  be  had  just  sent  to  the  room  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  would  take  the 
years  1833-'8 ;  for  ha  was  not  simple  enongh 
to  take  the  years  before  tbe  reduction  of  the 
army,  when  he  was  looking  for  the  lowest  ex- 
penditure. Four  thooaand  men  were  dis- 
banded, and  bad  remained  disbanded  ever 
since ;  they  were  disbanded  since  be  came  into 
the  Senate ;  he  would  therefore  date  from  that 
rednctjon.  This  would  bring  him  to  the  tbus 
18aa-'8,  when  yon,  mr,  (the  Vice  PreMdentJ 
was  Beoretary  of  War.     What  was  the  wbou 


These  two  sums  Indude  every  head  of  ex- 
penditure—tbey  inclnde  public  debt,  revolu- 
tionary and  invalid  pensions  ^  three  heads  of 
temporary  expenditure.  Tbe  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  pnblic  debt  in  tnose  two  jeai^ 

In  1822,  17,848,919  12 

IB2S,  6,680,016  41 

Deduct  these  two  smns  from  the  total  ex- 
penditure of  the  yean  to  which  they  refer,  and 
yon  will  have — 

For  1832,  |9,7S7,8T3  41 

1828,  e,TS4,166  69 

The  pensions  for  those  years  were — 

RevaltUionary.        Invalid,  AggrtgaU. 

1822,   tI,S42,690  94    $806,608  48    tl,»4T,199  40 
182S,      1,449,097  04       131,491  48       1,780,688  61 

Now,  deduct  these  penuons  from  the  yean 
to  which  they  refer,  and  you  will  have  Just 
about  18,000,000  as  the  expense  of  working 
the  machinerv  of  the  Government  at  tbe  pe- 
riod which  I  had  in  my  eye.  But  the  pensions 
have  not  yet  totally  ceased;  they  are  much 
diminished  since  1S22  1823,  and  in'  a  few  yean 
must  cease,  "the  revolutionary  penuonen  must 
now  average  seventy  years  of  age;  their  sti- 
pends will  soon  oease.    J  hc^  mysdf  wdl  Jno- 
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aSeA,  then,  in  uying,  lis  1  did,  that  the  ezpen- 
ditnrea  of  Ae  Qorerament  have  nearlr  doDDled 
in  mj  time.  The  remark  had  no  reference  to 
Adnuniitrations.  There  vae  nothing  oompara- 
tJTO  in  it ;  nothing  intended  to  put  up,  or  pnt 
down,  an;  bod; .  The  burdens  of  the  people 
is  the  only  thing  I  wish  to  pat  down.  My  ser- 
viee  in  the  Benate  has  extended  under  three 
AdminlstrationH,  and  m^  periods  of  oalonlation 
extend  to  all  three.  Mj  opinion  now  is,  that 
the  machinery  of  thia  Government,  after  the 

Jajment  of  the  pnblio  debt,  shonld  be  worked 
>r  ten  mUliona  or  lesa,  and  two  raiUions  more 
for  extraordinarie9 ;  in  all  twelve  mitlions ;  bat 
thi«  Is  a  point  for  future  discnvion.  Hy  pres- 
ent object  ia  to  abow  a  great  increase  in  a  short 
time ;  and  to  show  that,  not  to  affect  individn- 
•Is,  but  to  show  the  necessity  of  practising 
what  ire  all  profess — eooaomy.  I  am  against 
keeping  up  a  revenue,  after  the  debt  and  pen- 
sions are  paid,  as  large,  or  nearly  as  large,  as 
the  ezpenditare  was  in  IBSa,  1628,  with  these 
Items  included.  1  am  for  throwing  down  my 
load,  when  I  get  to  the  end  of  my  jonrney.  I 
am  for  throwing  off  the  burden  of  the  debt, 
when  I  get  to  the  end  of  the  debt  The  bar- 
den  of  the  debt  is  the  taxes  levied  on  acoonnt 
of  It.  I  am  for  abolishing  these  taxes;  and 
this  is  the  great  qnestion  npon  which  parties 
now  go  to  trial  before  the  American  people. 
One  word  more,  and  I  am  done  for  the  present. 
The  Senator  from  Uarjland,  to  make  np  a 
goodly  average  for  1823  and  1838,  adds  the 
eipenditnre  of  1824,  which  includes,  besides 
riiteen  millions  and  a  half  for  the  pnblto  debt, 
and  a  million  and  a  half  for  pensions,  the  earn 
of  five  millions  for  the  pnrchase  of  Florida. 
Bir,  he  moat  dedaot  twenty-two  millions  from 
that  corapntation ;  and  thtA  deduction  will 
bring  his  average  for  those  years  to  agree  very 
closely  with  my  statement. 


few  days  ago  on  another  bill.  •  It  he  had  baea 
aware  of  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  fh>m 
Uaryland,  he  shonld  have  taken  the  pains  to 
be  prepared  with  statements  to  make  out  the 
oorrectneas  of  the  assertion  alluded  to.  He 
said  it  mnst  be  recollected  that  it  whb  not  his 
asMrtion  that  the  "  expenses  were  nearly 
doubled."    That  had  been  the  assertion  of  the 

Bntieman  fVom  MUsonri ;  and  it  bad  strack 
m  so  forcibly,  that  ho  hod  merely  adverted 
to  the  Isngnage  of  that  gentlemao  in  his  sab- 
•eqnent  remarks,  and  added,  that  the  expendi- 
turea  of  the  Glovemment  hod  been  annoidly  in- 
creasing ever  since  he  bad  been  in  the  Senate. 
For  this  additional  assertion,  and  for  that  alone, 
he  stood  responsible ;  and  if  he  was  mistaken 
in  that  remark,  he  was  never  so  much  mis- 
taken in  any  point  in  the  whole  coarse  of  his 
Ufe.  He  was  still  confident  of  its  oorrectnees ; 
and  he  trusted  that,  before  this  matter  was 
done  witii,  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  conntry  that  it  was  not  he,  bat 
the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Finance, 


who  was  mistaken.  He  did  not  intend  to  do 
this,  however,  by  any  oorapaiison  of  a  series  (tf 

years  and  ffCDeral  averages,  as  that  gentleman 
had  done,  out  he  shonld  snbrait  a  resolution  to 
the  Senate,  calling  for  the  necessary  infbrma' 
tion  in  relation  to  the  expenditares  daring  the 
time  mentioned,  from  the  proper  officer  ta  the 
department;  and  if  the  result  of  that  state- 
ment did  not  make  out  his  assertion  to  he  cor- 
rect, he  would  acknowledge  hia  error,  and 
abide  by  that  deoiuon  ;  and  he  expected  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  would  do  the  same. 
Mr.  E.  sud  that  if  the  event  should  show  him 
in  an  error,  it  was  that  gentiei.ian's  faolt,  for 
he  had  led  him  into  the  error,  if  an  error  it 
was,  which,  however,  he  did  not  believe.  He 
had  led  him  to  believe  that  there  was  an  in- 
creased expenditnre,  by  his  repeated  attempts 
to  jnstify  the  fact,  by  nrging  the  necessity  of 
an  increase  to  keep  pace  with  the  times.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  H.,  can  I  forget  that  it  had  been  pub- 
licly Btsied  that,  in  Ue  two  first  years  of  the 
present  Administration,  the  expenditares  of  the 
Government  on  internal  improvements  were 
greater  than  during  the  whole  four  years  of  the 
late  Administration)  Can  I  forget  the  fact  I 
have  never  seen  denied  by  the  fHends  of  the 
present  Administration,  though  repeatedly  rang 
in  their  ears  t  But,  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
nuiformly  maintained  that  this  increase  was 
occasioned  by  appropriations  under  the  previ- 
ous Administration.  Oan  I  forvct  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  told  the  Senate  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Oommittee  on  Fi- 
nance to  rednce  the  revenue  to  fifteen  millions 
after  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  l>ecanse 
that  sam  wonld  probably  m  wanted  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Govemmeot.  Where,  said 
Mr.  H.,  shall  we  find  the  boasted  diminution  of 
the  expenses  of  this  Qovercment  t  Shall  we 
find  it  in  the  civil  list,  or  diplomatic  inter- 
coarse  t  Shall  we  find  it  in  the  army,  the 
navy,  or  in  any  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment !  On  the  contrary,  has  it  been  our  con- 
stant policy  to  create  new  offices,  and  enlai^ 
the  salaries  of  those  already  eiistbgt 

But,  said  Hr.  H.,  we  wiU  have  this  matter 
determined  by  an  appeal  to  facts  which  cannot 
deceive  us,  which  the  proposed  r«eolntion  will 

How  can  the  gentleman  suppose  that  I 
shonld  imagine  the  expenditures  were  not  in- 
creased, in  the  face  of  all  those  facts  which  the 
gontlomau  himself  has  admitted  t  Have  I  not, 
said  Mr.  H.,  risen  in  my  place,  repeatedly,  to 
oppose  the  various  new  appropriations  which 
have  been  called  for,  and  received  for  answer 
that  the  increased  wants  of  onr  growing  conn- 
try  required  themt  If  mistaken,  therefore, 
the  ftiuit  lies  npon  those  who,  having  onr 
finances  in  charge,  could  long  since  have  cor- 
rected the  supposed  error.  He  was  persuaded, 
however,  there  was  no  error — there  could  be 
none.  Indeed,  he  understood  the  gentleman 
himself  to  show  an  average  increase  of  the  ex- 
I  peaditnres.    And  how  could  it  be  otherwise  I 


The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  in  referriag  bock 
to  the  dooumentB  this  morning^  etates  the  aver- 
age eipeoditurBa,  for  some  jearg  back,  at  aiaa 
miUions ;  the  Senator  from  Uaryland  gives  the 
average  of  the  few  last  years  at  twelve  mil- 
lions; and  that  Senator  himself^  onl;  a  few 
daf  B  ago,  set  down  the  fntare  average  at  Sfteeu 
millions.  And  yet  we  are  gravely  told  our  ex- 
penses are  not  increaidng. 


Fkiday,  Jannaty  20. 
.Goffiit  of  Gi6  United  State* — lUegal  Cvrreney. 
Ur.  Bentoh  rose  to  ask  leave  to  intf  odnce 
the  following  reaolation,  of  which  he  bad  given 
notioe  some  days  ago,  viz : 
A  joint  Kfolation  declaratory  of  the  meaning  of 
the  chtTler  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
on  the  auttject  of  the  paper  curren<^  to  be  is- 
iued  by  the  Bank. 
Be  it  rewfwJ  by  tAe  Senalt  and  Hmae  of  Siyre- 
tanlalita  of  tia  Uitittd  Stata  of  Amtriea  in  Cort- 
gnt  aumbltd,  That  (be  paper  currency,  in  tbe 
form  fif  orders,  drawn  bf  lb«  preaidenta  of  the  of- 
flcea  of  discouEit  and  deposit  on  tbe  cuthiar  of  the 
BsDk  of  the  United  States,  is  not  Kuthoriied  by  any 
thing  contwned  in  the  charter,  and  that  the  said 
currency  is,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be.  Illegal, 
and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  auppressed, 

Ur.  Brbios  rose  to  aak  leave  to  bring  in  hie 
promised  resolution  on  the  state  of  tlie  cqt- 
reacy.  He  sud  he  had  given  bis  notioe  for  tbe 
leave  he  was  abont  to  aak,  without  concerting 
or  consnlting  with  any  member  of  the  Senate. 
The  olgeot  of  bis  reaolntion  was  judicial,  not 
political ;  and  he  had  treated  the  Senators,  not 
as  counsellors,  but  as  judges.  He  had  con- 
versed with  no  one,  neither  friend  nor  adver- 
sary; not  through  contempt  of  counsel,  or  fear 
of  oppoution,  but  from  a  just  and  rigorous  re- 
gard to  decorum  and  propriety.  His  own 
opinion  bad  been  made  up  through  the  cold, 
nnadnlterated  process  of  legal  research ;  and 
he  had  done  nothing,  and  would  do  nothing,  to 
prevent,  or  hinder,  any  other  Senator  from 
pi  airing  ap  bis  opiaion  in  the  same  way.  It 
was  a  case  in  which  politics,  especially  partisan 
polities,  ocnld  find  no  place ;  and  in  the  prog- 
ress of  which  every  Senator  would  fed  himself 
retiring  into  the  judicial  office — becoming  one 
of  tbe  jvdie«*  teUcti'-BaA  searching  into  the 
stores  of  his  own  legal  knowledge,  for  the  Judg- 
ment and  the  reasons  of  the  judgment  which  he 
must  give  in  this  great  cause,  in  which  a  nation 
is  the  party  on  one  ride,  and  a  great  moneyed 
corporation  on  the  other.  He  (Mr.  B,)  believed 
tlie  currency,  agiunst  which  his  resolntinn  was 
directed,  to  be  illegal  and  dangerous ;  and  so 
believing,  it  bad  long  been  his  determination 
to  bring  the  question  of  its  l^^ty  before  tbe 
Senate  and  the  people ;  and  that  without  re- 
gard to  tbe  powerful  resentment,  to  the  effects 
of  which  be  might  be  eiposlng  himself.  He 
lud  adopted  the  form  of  a  declaratory  resolu- 
tion, benanae  it  was  intended  to  dedare  tiie 
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true  sense  of  the  charter  npon  a  disputed  point. 
He  made  his  resolution  joint  in  its  character, 
that  it  might  have  the  action  of  both  Honaea  of 
Congress,  and  wngle  in  its  object,  that  the  mmn 
design  might  not  he  embarrassed  with  minor 
propositions.  The  form  of  tbe  reaolntion  gave 
him  a  right  to  state  bis  reasons  fur  asking  leave 
to  bring  it  in ;  tbe  importance  of  it  required 
those  reasons  to  be  clearly  stated.  The  Sen- 
ate, also,  bas  its  rights  and  its  dntiea.  It  is  the 
right  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  the  founder  of  tbe  bank  corporation, 
to  eiamioe  into  the  regularity  of  its  proceed- 
ings, and  to  take  cognizance  of  tbe  infractions 
ofitacbarter;  and  this  right  has  become  a  doty, 
since  tbe  very  tribunal  selected  by  tbe  charter 
to  try  these  infractions  had  tried  this  very 
question,'  and  that  without  tbe  formality  of  a 
scire  £aoias,  or  tbe  presence  of.  the  adverse 
party,  and  had  given  judgment  in  favor  of  the  . 
corporation;  a  deoision  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  was 
compelled,  by  the  stronnst  convictions  of  bia 
jnd^oent,  to  consider  both  as  extra-judicial 

The  reeolution,  continued  Mr.  B.,  which  I 
am  asking  leave  to  bring  in,  expresses  its  own 
object.  It  declares  against  the  legality  of  these 
orders,  aa  a  ourrehot.  It. is  tbe  currency 
which  I  arraign.  I  make  no  inquiry,  for  I  will 
not  embarrass  m}[  snbject  with  irrelevant  and 
immaterial  inquiries — J  make  no  inqniry  into 
tbe  modes  of  contract  and  payment  which  are 
permitted,  or  not  permitted,  to  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  tbe  conduct  of  its  private  deal- 
ings and  individual  transactions.  My  business 
Ues  with  tbe  currency ;  for,  between  pnblic 
currency  and  private  dealing  the  charter  of 
tbe  bank  baa  made  a  diatmction,  and  that 
founded  in  the  nature  of  things,  as  broad  as 
lines  can  draw,  and  as  clear  as  words  can  ex- 
press. Tlie  currency  concerns  the  pnblic;  and 
the  eonndneas  of  that  currency  ts  taken  onder 
tbe  particular  guardianship  of  the  charter ;  a 
special  code  of  Jaw  is  enacted  for  it:  privat« 
dealinga  concern  indivlduala;  and  it  ia  for  indi- 
viduals, in  making  their  bargains,  to  take  care 
of  tbeir  own  interests.  Tbe  charter  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  bas  authorized,  but 
not  regulated,  certain  private  dealinga  of  the 
bank  \  it  is  full  and  explicit  upon  the  regulation 
of  currency.  Upon  this  distinction  I  take  my 
stand.  I  establish  myself  upon  the  broad  and 
clear  distinction  which  reason  makes,  and  the 
charter  sanctions.  I  arrwgn  the  currency  I  I 
eschew  all  inquiry  into  the  modes  of  making 
bargains  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, buying  and  seUing  gold  or  rilver  bnl- 
lion,  building  bouses,  hiring  officers,  clcrk^  and 
servants,  purchasing  necessaries,  or  laying  in 
supplies  of  f\iel  and  stationery. 

A  preliminary  inqniry  might  have  been  re- 
sorted to,  and  was  for  some  time  intended, !« 
know  ^m  tbe  bank  du-ectory  whether  theae 
orders  were  issued  as  a  currency  under  the 
charter,  and  what  exemptiiais  were  claimed  for 
tbam  from  the  restriotic^iB   provided  in  Hm 
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charier,  for  a  carrency  of  promissorj'  notes. 
But  this  preliininary  iDquirj'  has  become  aa- 
necesBsry.  A  decision  has  been  made  In  s 
high  branch  of  the  feder&ljudioAarj — the  United 
States  circuit  coort  in  FhiJBdelphia — affirming 
tlie  legalit;  of  this  species  of  cnrrency,  and 
stating  the  exemptions  claimed  for  it ;  and  this 
decision  has  been  received  with  a  degree  of  ap- 


opinions.  Inqnirj  of  the  directory  is,  there- 
fore, nnneoeasary.  A  resort  to  the  opiniin  of 
the  conrt  and  that  opinion  has  been  aothorita- 
tively  pablished,  may  be  considered  as  the  an- 
swer of  the  bank,  and,  what  is  tax  more  ma- 
teria], as  the  law  of  the  land  nntil  reTersed. 

Here  is  the  opinion,  tliat  part  of  it  which  re- 
lates to  tliese  orders  as  a  ourroncy ;  for  I  omit 
<  all  that  relates  to  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  for 
the  counterfeiting  one  of  these  orders. 
'  [Hen  foUoiri  the  opinion  of  tiie  caoit,  argu- 
MeatatiTely  deliTered  to  aostaln  its  coneatneti.] 

After  reading  the  extracts,  Mr.  B.  contlnaed. 
I  take  the  substance  of  this  decision,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  be — 

1.  That  these  branch  bank  orders  are  legal 
carrency,  under  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Uie 
tTnited  States. 

a.  That  the  bank  may  lawfnlly  issue  this  de- 
scription of  currency  to  the  whole  amount  of 
its  capital  stock. 

8.  That  this  currency  b  free  from  every  reg- 
ulation, restriction,  limitation,  and  provision, 
oontuned  in  the  charter,  except  the  single  lim- 
itation as  to  the  maximum  amonnt  to  be  Issued, 
to  wit,  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

4.  That  the  bank  may  employ  what  agents 
she  pleases  in.  signing  and  issumg  this  cnrrency. 

I  take  this  to  be  the  substance  of  tiie  deci- 
sion. Justice  to  that  decision,  aod  the  fair  con- 
dncting  of  my  own  argument,  will  require  me 
to  examine  the  grounds  upon  which  the  court 
proceeded.  These  gronnds  are  fonnd  in' two 
clauses  of  the  charter ;  one  clause  in  the  18th 
section ;  the  other  in  the  8Ch  fundamental  arti' 
cle  of  the  conxtitotion  of  the  bank.  The  penal 
clause  iu  the  ISth  section  against  counterfeit- 
ing "checks  or  orders,"  and  Qie  phrase  "other 
contract,"  in  the  6th  fundamental  article,  com* 
tuiM  tliose  grounds.  I  will  examine  each  in 
its  turn ;  but  must  first  make  a  stand  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  safe  and  sure  in  the  adminis- 
tratiou  of  law,  protesting,  as  I  do  hereby  pro- 
test, against  going  into  apejial  section,  or  into 
the  eoTutnietion  of  a  phrase,  to  find  a  power  to 
issue  currency,  and  that  without  restrictions, 
when  the  charter  had  giren  that  power  in  the 
proper  place  in  express  words,  and  subject  to 
DameroaB  and  vital  restrictions.    I  make  this 

grotest,  not  from  the  least  apprehension  of 
nding  in  a  penal  clause,  or  In  the  construction 
of  a  detached  pfirase,  the  great  power  for  the 
exercise  of  which  the  bans  was  created,  that 
of  issuing  a  p^er  currency  to  the  people  of 
these  States,  but  as  aa  act  tJ  justioe  to  the  con- 


Btitotion  of  the  bank,  to  its  cautions  prohibitory 
preamble,  and  to  its  seventeen  fundamental  ar- 
ticles. I  make  it  in  the  name  and  upon  the 
behalf  of  the  lawful  riglits  of  other  parts  of  the 
charter.  Let  ns  now  proceed  to  the  examina- 
tion ;  and,  first,  let  ui  read  this  18th  Bection, 
the  whole  of  it,  as  the  only  fgit  way  to  find  its 
meffliing. 

[The  section  read.J 

I  do  deny,  Mr.  Preudent,  that  any  power,  of 
any  kind,  is  given  to  the  bank  by  Uiie  section. 
It  is  a  mere  provision  to  punish  the  violation 
of  existing  rights.  So  far  as  the  issues  of  bills 
or  notes  are  mentioned.  It  is  a  recital  of  what 
the  bank  was  authorized  to  do  in  the  12th  ftm- 
damental  article  of  its  constitution ;  so  far  as 
checks  and  orders  are  mentioned,  it  is  a  recital 
of  the  pre-existing  right  which  every  depositor 
possesses.  The  object  of  the  section  is  to  pro- 
vide for  the  security  of  existing  rights ;  namely, 
the  chartered  ri^t  of  the  bank  to  issue  bills  or 
notes,  and  the  mherent  right  of  depositors  to 
draw  for  tbelr  own  money.  This  is  the  object 
of  the  section ;  and  the  violation  of  either  of  ' 
these  rights  is  made  felony.  Both  rights  are 
protected,  but  they  are  nut  granted ;  neither 
are  they  confoimded.  The  distinction  is  dear 
between  them,  between  the  currency  which  is 
to  isane  from  the  l>ank,  and  the  orders  which 
are  to  be  drawn  upon  it.  The  separation  is 
complete,  the  contrast  Is  perfect,  the  antithesia 
b  regnlar,  the  oontradistinction  is  manifest,  be- 
tween these  two  classes  of  paper.  The  whole 
frame  of  the  section,  the  strncture  of  every 
member  of  the  long  sentence  which  composes 
it,  the  natural  and  obvious  meauing  of  even' 
word  in  every  sentence,  establishes  and  defeniu 
thb  dear  and  emphatic  distinction.  Five  times 
in  five  different  members  of  the  sentence,  the 
same  form  of  expression,  the  same  order  c^ 
construction,  and  the  same  repetition  of  words 
regularly  occur.  Five  times  the  line  is  drawn, 
the  distinction  b  set  up,  between  the  bills  or 
notes  which  are  to  be  issued  by  order  of  the 
bank,  and  the  checks  and  orders  which  are  to 
be  drawn  upon  it.  The  two  classes  of  paper 
are  kept  distinct,  and  cannot  be  confounded. 
Let  any  gentleman  try,  I^t  him  inclade,  if  he 
can,  the  words  "  checks  and  orders  "  under  the 
action  of  the  verb  which  governs  tlie  issuing  of 
the  hilb  or  nctei  of  the  bank.  The  thing  can- 
not he  done.  It  b  a  grammaticai  impossibility. 
I  repeat  it,  the  clear,  undonbt«d  object  of  the 
section  is,  not  to  grant  powers,  but  to  prot«ot 
rights.  Its  olfject  is  penal,  not  conoeesive;  to 
punish,  not  to  grant. 

This  b  my  view,  Mr.  President,  of  the  ISth 
section.  Does  any  gentleman  doubt  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  view  ?  Then  let  him  follow 
me  into  the  next  section — the  19th — still  occn- 
pied  with  the  crime  of  counterfeiting,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  inchoate  dass  of  offences  involved 
in  the  process  of  perpetrating  the  crime.  The 
authorized  currency  of  all  banka,  in  all  conn- 
triea,  b  protected  from  the  prooesa,  from  the 
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prosrewive  coone,  of  being  coonUrfeited,  u 
wall  as  from  the  conBiunniatioa  of  the  crime 
Itself  J  bnt  this  protection  ia  never  extended  to 
private  and  individool  popen.  A  man  ii  pun- 
iibed  for  having  in  his  poeieesion,  with  intent 
to  use  it  QulawfuUy,  tb«  plate  from  which  bank 
notes  are  struck,  the  notee  themeelv  es  in  blank, 
and  even  the  kind  of  paper  which  ia  need  for 
hank  not«».  Not  bo  in  the  case  of  private  or 
individual  writings.  The  reason  le  obvious. 
Banks  have  peculiar  plates  and  papers  for  their 
notes  which  are  to  coDstitnte  currency ;  neither 
individuals  nor  banks,  have  anj  thiog  peculiar 
for  their  private  and  individual  writings.  The 
plate  and  paper  with  which  a  bank  note  is  t« 
be  counterfeited,  can  be  known  and  identified 
as  snch ;  the  goose  quill  pen,  the  common  types, 
and  t^e  common  writing  paper,  which  are  used 
for  all  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life,  cannot 
be  known  or  identLBed.  TTpon  this  distinction 
turns  all  the  law  npon  the  subject  of  punishing 
tlie  inchoate  ofibnce  of  oonnterfeiting ;  upon 
tills  distinction  tarns  the  19th  section  of  the 
charter ;  upon  this  distlnctiou  It  is  that  the 
'  currency  of  the  bank,  its  bills  or  notes,  are  pro- 
teoted  from  the  process  of  being  counterfeited, 
and  the  orders  and  checks  of  depositors  are  not 
nodoed.  Listen  to  ttte  section. 
[The  seotiOD  read.] 

What  fatuity,  or  nukindnese,  in  the  fawners 
of  this  charter  I  What  inattention  to  this  con- 
structive currency,  created  in  the  IBth  section, 
and  abandoned  in  the  ISthl  £igbt  times  the 
bills  or  notes,  issued  by  order  of  the  bank,  are 
named  and  protected.  Eight  times  the  checks 
and  orders  are  passed  over  without  a  word. 
No  protection  for  them  ag^nst  the  process  of 
being  counterfeited.     The  plates,  the  blanks, 


may  be  carried  on  in  the  face  of  the  bank ;  and 
no  legal  anUiority  to  interrupt  the  forgers,  to 
seize  their  unfinished  work,  or  to  arrest  their 
persons,  Oan  any  thing  be  more  emphatic  of 
the  sense  of  the  Congress  which  framed  the 
charter  t  Oonid  words  be  more  expressive 
than  this  rilence!  Oonld  a  positive  declara- 
tion fix  these  checks  and  oiders  more  com- 
pletely in  the  class  of  those  private  writings 
which  have  no  peculiar  plat«s,  no  blanks,  no 
pecnliar  paper! 

The  second  gronnd  on  which  the  court  relied, 
is  the  phrase,  "  other  contract,"  as  used  in  tlie 
8th  fundamental  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  bank.  In  resorting  to  this  phrase,  the  court 
has  at  least  got  into  the  ri^nt  chapter,  bat 
missed  the  verse ;  it  has  got  mto  the  constitu- 
tion :  it  has  got  among  the  seventeen  articles ; 
bnt  it  has  not  got  to  the  article  which  grants 
powers,  but  the  one  which  recite^  and  that  for 
the  purpose  of  limitation,  Ae  powers  which 
are  elsewhere  expressly  granted.  To  crown 
this  error,  the  court  has  agun  had  recourse  to 
oonstmction,  and  has  given  an  import  and 
meaning  to  the  phrase  "other  contract^'"  which 


it  cannot  be  made  to  endure,  either  in  ocdudoq 
parlance,  or  in  legal  acceptation,  nor  withoot 
reducing  the  rest  of  the  charter  to  a  htuL 
We  will  read  the  article. 

[The  article  read.] 

What  is  the  meaning  of  thb  article  T  la  It  to 
KTont  authority  to  the  bank  to  moke  booda. 
issue  bills  or  notes,  and  form  other  contracbi 
No,  sir ;  authority  to  do  all  these  things  ii  elw- 
where  granted,  namely,  in  the  ISth  fundunen- 
tal  article,  to  make  bonds  and  issne  bills  or 
notes ;  in  the  tenth  section,  to  form  other  cob- 
tracts  in  dealing  and  trading  in  bullion  vA 
bills  of  exchange ;  and  in  other  places,  to  do 
otherthings.  llie  manifest  object  of  this  ef^ 
section  is  to  prohibit  the  bonk  from  owiog 
more  debts,  at  one  time,  on  all  these  acooDol^ 
than  the  amonnt  of  the  capital  stock ;  and  to 
make  the  directors  persondty  liable  if  they  ex- 
ceeded that  amount.  The  words  "other  cW' 
tract"  were  evidently  intended  to  inclnde  tba 
individual  dealings  of  the  bank  -,  to  add  its  prt- 
vate  debts  to  ita  public  ones ;  and  to  limit  tba 
whole  to  the  amount  of  its  capital  Will  sif 
person  undertake  to  derive  the  right  of  tiM 
bonk  to  make  bonds,  and  issue  bills  or  noUs, 
npon  the  recital  of  the  names  of  these  instn- 
ments  in  this  eighth  artide,  and  then  argue  thit 
they  are  free  from  all  limitations,  except  ths 
single  one  as  to  maximum  amount  found  in 
that  article!  Certainly  not,  and  yet  this  would 
be  the  precise  mode  of  reasoning  with  respcd 
to  the  phrase  "other  contract, "if  it  is  tol)e 
treated  as  a  grant  of  power,  instead  of  a  reftf- 
ence  to  the  various  contracts  for  bollion,  billf 
of  exchange,  bnildings,  salaries,  expenses,  Aa, 
which  the  bank  was  elsewhere  autlioriied  to 
make,  and  for  the  form  or  terms  of  which  coft- 
tracts  the  charter  nowhere  made  any  reguis- 
tions  or  provisions.  I  repeat  it,  bonds,  bills,  <t 
notes,  are  merely  recited  in  this  article  for  tl« 
purpose  of  adding  a  new  limitation  and  a  ae* 

ratty;  reference  to  othtr  eoMracU  is  madt 
the  purpose  of  inolnding  them  in  the  ssnu 
limitation,  and  subjecting  them  to  the  wu 
penalty.  This  ia  the  oonstmctitm  which  sstii- 
nes  tiie  phrase ;  which  gives  it  a  full  and  natinl 
operation,  and  that  without  conflicting  wiA 
any  other  part  of  the  charter,  much  less  reda»- 
ing  all  the  rest  to  a  blank. 

I  have  given  to  this  phrase,  Mr,  Preriden^ 
the  meaning  which  fairly  and  naturally  belimp 
to  it,  and  which  harmonizes  it  with  every  othff 
part  of  the  charter.  This  is  what  tbe  boob 
tell  us  it  is  the  duty  of  courts  to  do  in  constTO- 
ing  statutes.  I  will  now  take  three  e<. 
objections  to  the  court's  construction,  and  sfao* 
it  to  be  erroneous  in  every  point  of  vi"~  ^ 
which  it  can  be  examined : 

1.  I  object  to  it  because  it  authorizes  an  taw 
of  eurreney  upon  ecnitntctioti.  The  isi  ~~ 
currency,  sir,  was  the  great  and  mun  bi 
for  which  the  bank  was  created,  and  which  i 
is,  in  the  twelfth  article,  expressly  antboriw 
to  perform ;  and  i  cannot  pay  so  poor  a  - 
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plimeDt  to  tbe  DoderaUndings  of  th«  emiiuint 
'  men  who  framed  that  obvt«r,  as  to  anpDoee 
that  ther  left  the  main  bnsiness  of  the  banK  to 
be  found,  by  constrnctioti,  in  an  independent 
phrase,  and  that  phrase  to  be  foand  but  nnoe 
In  the  whole  ohuler.  ,1  cannot  compliment 
their  nnderstandings  wiUi  the  soppoeition  that, 
after  having  authorized  and  defined  a  currencj, 
and  sabjected  it  to  nnmerona  reatrictiona,  the; 
had  left  open  the  door  to  the  issne  of  another 
sort  of  currency,  npon  conatmcUon,  which 
ihould  sapertede  the  kind  they  had  prescribed, 
and  be  free  from  every  reetrioUon  to  which  the 
preecribed  onrrency  was  nilnecL 

2.  I  olyect  to  Uie  courts  assnmption  that 
these  orders  are  ooatracte ;  and  this  objection 
leads  to  a  definition,  and  to  the  recollection  of 


tell  OS  it  b  an  agreement,  npon  a  safficient 
rideratioiL  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  a  particular 
thini^  Now,  bring  theee  orders  to  the  test  of 
this  aefiuitioo ;  and  fbr  that  pnrpose  let  oa  read 

"  aubier  of  the  Buik  of  the  United  States, 
Pay  to  Ju.  L.  Bmlth,  or  order,  five  dolbra. 

OfBee  oT  discoiint  and  deport  in  Utica, 
The  8d  day  of  September,  1B3I. 
JOHN  B.  LEVISO,  /VMJdmf. 
"H.  V.  Qkauu,  OuAur." 

And  on  the  back  these  words : 

"  Pay  to  the  bearer.  JA8.  L.  SHITH." 

Here  is  no  agreement,  lirl  No  oonsidera- 
tion  ezpreasad  or  understood;  no  promise  or 
nndertaKing  to  dp,  or  not  to  do,  any  thing 
whatever.  It  is  literally  an  order,  sQch  as  one 
neii^bor  gives  to  another,  and  governed  by  the 
■amo  law.  It  ia  the  very  opposite  of  a  con- 
tract, for  it  is  a  oommand ;  it  ia  the  opposite  of 
a  debt,  for  it  impliee  the  extinction  of  one.  It 
Is  a  mandate,  and  that  an  imperious  one,  from 
a  gentleman  in  Odea,  whose  name  I  cannot 
read,  to  a  gentleman  io  Fhiiailelphia,  who  is 
not  named  at  all,  to  pay  five  dollars  to  Mr.  Jaa. 
L.  Smith,  or  to  the  person  he  shall  name.  Call 
this  a  contract!  If  so,  Mr.  President^  those 
who  stndied  law  twenty-five  years  ago  must 
bnni  thtir  books,  and  recommence  in  the  new 
Bohocd.  Tbe  only  species  uf  contract  that  can 
attach  to  it  is  in  the  implied  one  which  the  law 
oreatea  Imtween  the  giver  and  receiver  of  the 
order ;  and  that  is  an  implied  promiaa,  on  the 
part  of  the  giver,  that  he  will  pay  it  if  the 
eaahier  in  Fniladelphia  does  not,  provided  the 
receiver  of  the  order  will  lose  no  time  in  going 
after  the  money,  and  bringing  the  order  back  if 
be  doea  not  get  it. 

This  finishes,  Hr.  President,  the  examination 
which  I  have  felt  it  proper  to  make  into  the 
grounds  of  the  decision  prononnoed  by  the  fed- 
Mai  oonrt  in  Philadelphia.  I  will  now  take  np 
the  constitntion  of  the  bank,  and  bring  this 
eonatrnctive  currency  to  the  ordeala  of  prohl- 
bitiooa,  as  well  as  of  the  grants  to  tie  found  in 
thiit  inatnunent.    The  Oongresa  of  1616  gave  i 


to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a  conHtitution, 
with  a  preamble  to  it,  and  seventeen  funda- 
mental uticles  in  it;  and  if  the  bank  has  con- 
strued itself  ont  of  this  coQgressioaal  constitu- 
tion, it  may  seem  to  some  to  be  an  act  of  retrib- 
Dtive  Justice  on  the  Congress  for  oonstrumtf 
itself  out  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit«d 
States  to  give  a  constitntion  to  tlie  bank.  We 
will  see.  The  preamble  stands  at  the  head  of 
tbe  eleventh  aection,  and  runs  thus : 

[Tbe  llmltatiODs,  restrictions,  and  provldons  of 
the  charter  all  resd.] 

Now,  Hr.  President,  if  there  is  any  power  in 
words,  any  virtne  in  language,  any  force  or 
strength  in  legal  enactments,  any  capacity  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  bind  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States ;  if  the  sarcasm  of 


was  applied,  that  law*  an  eobatb*,  vhitA  eateh 
Iht  wtakjiia,  and  let  tk«  ttrong  ontt  go  through, 
then  are  these  orders  excluded  trvm  all  revenue 
pigments  to  the  United  States. 

Let  na  recapitulate.  Let  ua  anm  np  the  points 
of  incompatibility  between  the  characteristics 
of  this  currency,  and  the  reqniaitee  of  the  char- 
ter: let  US  croup  and  contrast  the  frightful 
features  of  their  flagrant  illegality.  1.  Are 
they  signed  by  the  president  of  the  bank  and 
his  principal  eaahier!  They  are  not!  2.  Are 
they  under  the  corporate  aealt  Notataltl  8. 
Are  they  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion t  By  no  means  I  4.  Are  they  anbject  to 
the  double  limitation  of  time  and  amount  in 
case  of  credit!  They  are  not)  they  may  ex- 
ceed aixty  days'  time,  and  be  less  than  one 
hundred  dollvs.  C.  Are  they  limited  to  the 
minimum  uze  of  five  dollars  I  Not  at  all  I  6. 
Are  they  subject  to  the  snnervlsion  of  the  Beo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury!  Not  in  the  least!  7. 
The  prohibition  against  Buspending  specie  pay- 
mente!  They  are  not  subject  to  itl  8.  The 
penalty  of  double  interest  for  delayed  pay- 
ment !  Not  subject  to  it !  9.  Are  they  payable 
where  issued!  Not  at  all,  neither  by  their 
own  terms,  nor  by  any  law  applicable  to  them  I 
10.  Are  they  payable  at  other  branches!  So 
far  from  it,  that  they  were  invented  to  avoid 
soch  payment!  11.  Are  they  transferable  by 
delivery!  No;  by  endorsement t  12.  Are 
they  receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues !  So 
far  from  it,  that  they  Ire  twice  excluded  bota 
such  payments  by  positive  enactments  1  18. 
Are  the  directors  liable  for  excessive  issues! 
Not  at  all  I  14.  Has  the  holder  a  right  to  sue 
at  the  branch  which  issues  the  order!  No,  sir, 
ha  has  a  right  to  so  to  Philadelphia,  and  sue 
the  directors  there!  a  right  about  equivalent 
to  the  privile^  of  going  to  Mecca  to  sue  tbe 
of  Mahomet  for  the  bones  of  the 


faces  of  these  orders.  Every  niarli,  a  contrast ; 
ever  lineament,  a  contradiction;  all  annonno- 
ing,  or  rather  denouncin^^  to  the  world  the 


ABRIDGMENT  OT  TBE 
Aoai  ^tit  Utaui  Staler— lUtgtd  Cwnmf. 


p.. 


I  have  now,  Ur.  President,  brotight  this 
branch  bank  currency  to  the  fest  of  eeveral 
provi^ons  in  the  charter,  Dot  all  of  thatn,  bnt  a 
tew  which  are  vital  and  decisive.  The  onr- 
renc;  fails  at  every  test ;  and  upon  this  failnre 
I  predicate  an  argtmient  of  its  total  ill^ality. 
Thus  far  I  have  spoken  npon  the  charter  and 
have  proved  that  if  this  o.nrrency  can  prevail, 
that  instrument,  with  al!  its  reatrlctious  and 
limitations,  its  jealous,  prohibitory  eonstitn- 
tion,  and  multiplied  enactments  for  the  safety 
of  uie  public,  is  nothing  bat  a  blank  piece  of 

Eaper  in  the  handa  of  the  bank.  I  will  now 
Bve  recoDrse  to  another  class  of  argum«ita — 
a  class  extrinsic  to  the  charter,  but  dose  to  the 
subject — indispensable  to  fair  exaiDinstion,  and  ' 
directly  bearing  npon  the  Ul^ol  character  of 
this  cnrrency, 

1.  In  the  first  place,  I  must  insist  that  tJieee 
orders  cannot  podsibly  serve  for  currency,  be- 
cause  they  are  snbject  to  the  law  of  endorsable 

eaper.  The  law  which  governs  all  snoh  paper 
I  too  universally  known  to  be  enlarged  upon 
here.  Presentation  for  acceptance  and  pay- 
ment, notice  of  default  in  either,  prompt  return 
of  the  dishonored  paper,  and  ail  this  with  rig- 
orous pnnctuality,  ana  a  loss  of  recourse  for  the 
slightest  delay  at  any  point,  are  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  this  law.  Now  it  is  too  obvious  that 
no  paper  subject  to  the  law  of  endorsement  can 
answer  the  purposes  of  circulation.  It  will 
die  on  the  hands  of  the  holders  while  passing 
from  one  to  another,  instead  of  going  to  the 
place  of  payment.  Now  it  is  incontestable  that 
these  orders  are  instruments  negotiable  by  en- 
dorsement, and  by  endorsement  fllone.  Whether 
issued  under  the  charter,  or  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  land,  they  are  stiU  snbject  to  the 
Iftw  of  endorsabie  paper.  They  are  the  same 
in  cither  case  as  if  drawn  by  one  citizen  upon 
another.  And  this  is  a  point  which  I  mean  to 
moke  clear :  for  many  worthy  people  believe 
there  is  some  peculiar  law  for  bank  paper, 
which  takes  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  land.  Not  so  the  fact.  The 
twelfth  fnitdamentsf  article  of  the  bank  oonsti- 
tntion  declares  that  the  bills  or  notes  to  be 
issued  by  the  bank  shall  be  negotiable  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  issi^  by  a  private  permm  ; 
that  is  to  say,  those  payable  to  a  named  person 
or  his  ordtr,  by  tndorument,  in  like  panner 
and  with  the  like  effect  as  foreign  bills  of  ex- 
chaoge ;  and  those  made  payable  to  bear^  | 
shall  be  negotiable  by  delinety  alone;  in  tlie 
same  manner,  we  may  add,  as  a  silver  dollar.  \ 
80  much  for  these  orders,  if  drawn  nnder  the 
charter ;  if  not  drawn  nnder  it,  they  are  then 
issu'ed  nnder  the  general  law  of  the  land  or 
withont  any  Jaw  at  all.  Taken  either  under ' 
the  charter  or  out  of  it,  it  comes  to  the  same 
point,  namely,  that  these  orders  are  subject  to 
the  same  law  as  if  drawn  by  one  private  person 
npon  another.     This  Is  enough  to  fix  their 


character,  and  to  oondenui  Qma  as  a  dnmlaU 
tug  medinro ;  it  is  enongh  for  the  petals  to 
know ;  for  every  citizen  knows  enongh  of  ]ftw 

to  estimate  the  legal  valne  of  an  ■UHoreepttd 
erdtr,  drawn  upon  a  man  five  hondred  or  one 
thousand  miles  off!  But  it  has  the  word 
bearer  on  the  back  I  Tea,  air,  and  why  not  on 
the  face  as  easily  as  on  th«  back  1  Our  school- 
time  acqoMntance,  Mr.  Preddent,  the  gentle- 
man from  Cork,  with  his  ooat  buttoned  ^iiiod, 
had  a  sensible,  and,  I  will  odd,  a  lawful  reason 
for  arraying  himself  in  that  grotesone  habili- 
ment ;  bnt  what  reason  can  the  bnak  have  for 
putting  bearer  on  the  back  of  the  order,  wher* 
it  has  no  effect  upon  ita  negotiable  charaoter, 
and  omitting  it  on  the  face,  where  it  wtnild 
have  governed  that  charaoter,  and  secored  to 
the  holder  all  the  facilities  for  the  prompt  and 
easy  recovery  of  the  coutente  of  a  paper  trans- 
ferable by  ni«re  delivery  J  The  only  effect  at 
this  preposterous  or  cunning  endoraement  must 
be  to  bamboozle  the  ignorant — pardon  the  low 
word,  sir — to  bamboozle  the  ignorant  with  th« 
belief  that  they  are  handling  a  currenoy  which 
may  at  any  time  be  collected,  without  proof^ 
trouble,  or  delay,  while  in  reality  it  is  «  our- 
rency  which  re^rvea  to  the  tiank  all  the  le«al 
defences  which  con  be  set  up  to  prevent  uie 
recovery  of  a  parcel  of  old,  unaccepted,  nnpre- 
sented,  unauthorized  bills  of  ezchuKe. 

2.  I  take  a  second  exception  to  uese  ordera 
as  a  currenoy.  It  ia  this,  that  being  onoe  paid, 
they  are  done  with.  A  note  transferable  by 
delivery,  may  be  reissued,  and  its  payment 
demanded  agtdn,  and  so  on  forever.  But  &  bill 
of  exchange,  or  any  paper  subject  to  the  awne 
law  with  a  bill  of  exohange,  is  incapable  of 
reissue,  and  is  payable  but  once.  The  payment 
once  made,  extinguishes  the  debt ;  the  papv 
which  evidenced  it  is  dead  in  law,  and  cannot 
be  resuscitated  by  any  act  of  the  parses.  That 
payment  can  be  pleaded  in  bar  to  any  fiiture 
action.  This  law  applies  to  checks  and  orden 
as  well  as  to  bills  of  exchange ;  it  applies  to 
bank  chocks  and  orders  as  well  as  to  tboee  at 
private  persons,  and  this  allegation  alone  wonld 
annihilate  every  pretension  of  them  branch 
bank  orders  to  the  character  of  cnrrency. 

8.  I  take  a  third  objection  to  this  construc- 
tive currency.  It  is  this,  that  these  orders  are 
not  evidenced  by  any  act  or  sign  which  can  im- 
port the  assent  of  the  corporators  to  their  issne, 
or  bind  the  corporate  effects  for  the  payment 
of  money.  The  Bank  of  the  Dnited  States  is  a 
corporation  aggregate;  it  is  composed  of  va- 
rious meml>ers ;  and  the  assents  of  these  mem- 
bers can  only  be  evidenced,  and  their  effects 
bound,  bymodes  of  acting  known  to  the  law. 
~'  ■  is  the  evidence  of  assent  at 


by  statute.'  Thus  it  La  with  theBank  of  the 
United  States.  The  seal  is  to  be  nwd  In  sane 
cases;  signatures  in  others.  Bonds  are  to  be 
sealed,  not  signed ;  bills  or  DOt«e  are  to  be 
signed,  not  s^ed.    The  oommon  seal  b  the 
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general  mode  of  evideDoing  the  nets  of  the  cor- 
poration ;  Ngnatar«B  are  the  exception,  and 
cBB  onlj  he  used  as  the  rabstitnte  for  the  »eal 
in  the  cases  specified  in  the  exception.  The 
irordi  of  the  charter  in  the  tvrelftn  article  are 
pregnant  with  law  meaning,  and  import  a  clear 
deetaration  that  without  a  statutory  snbstitnte 
the  common  seal  woold  be  necessary  to  bind 
the  corporate  effects.  The  words  sre  these  r 
"  The  bills  or  notes  signed  by  the  president, 
and  oonntersigned  by  the  principal  cashier  or 
the  treasnrer,  althinigk  not  vadir  tJn  teal  of 
the  said  eerptiration,  ihall  ba  binding  and  6bli- 
gatoTjf  vpon  the  lame."  This  is  law,  not  law 
enaoted,  bat  law  recognized  by  the  charter. 
The  seal  mnst  be  Tised  where  the  substitute  ia 
not  allowed,  and  when  used  it  ia  the  eqi^va- 
lent  of  the  seal,  and  no  more. 

4.  I  take  a  fourth  objection  to  these  cnrreney 
orders,  extrinsic  to  the  charter.  It  is  this ;  That 
tiie  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  eorperate  nt^ne 
ot  the  Bauk  of  the  United  States.  A  corpora- 
taon,  Mr.  President,  mnst  have  a  name,  as  well 
m  ft  natural  person.  It  ia  an  artificial  person, 
oonstJtDted  of  a  great  nnmber  of  natural  per- 
sona, always  varying.  The  individnal  names 
of  the  corporators  cannot  be  used ;  bnt  a  name 
most  be  Qsed,  and  that  name  can  be  no  other 
than  that  which  is  bestowed  npon  it  by  the 
fbander  or  the  Legislature ;  and  this  name 
mast  be  used  in  all  corporate  acts.  Sign  who 
may,  affix  the  seal  who  may,  still  the  promise 
made,  the  act,  the  matter,  the  thing  aaae,  or 
proinised  to  be  done,  mnst  be  done  or  promised 
in  the  nam*  ot  the  corporation.  By  that  name 
it  must  call  and  it  must  answer;  sue  and  be 
Hied ;  buy  and  sell ;  have  and  hold  -,  give  and 
take ;  bind  and  loose.  Slight  variations,  as  of 
a  letter  or  a  syllable,  may  oe  tolerated  in  the 
ease  of  ancient  corporations  whose  origin  is  not 
known;  but  no  variation  is  permitted  in  the 
case  of  modem  corporations,  whose  origin  is 
within  the  memory  of  man,  that  is  to  say,  legal 
memory,  which  dates  from  the  first  of  Richard 
II.    So  say  all  the  books.    Let  us  see  some  of 

Lord  Coke,  in  his  tenth  report : 

*■  The  name  of  ineorpontlon  is  a  proper  name,  or 
name  of  baplism ;  aod,  therefore,  when  a  private 
Amader  gives  his  college  or  hospital  a  name,  be 
does  It  only  as  agodfatberHand  by  that  same  name 
the  Ehig  baptiies  the  incorporation." 

Sir  William  Blaokstone,  in  his  commentaries : 
"  Vben  ■  corporatioa  is  created,  a  name  muMbe 
given  to  It;  and  by  tbit  lutm^  ildni  it  must  sue 
and  be  soed,  and  do  all  legal  acta  ;  thoagh  a  very 
minute  variation  therein  is  not  oialerial.  Such  ■ 
name  is  the  very  being  of  its  constitution ;  and, 
tbou^  It  is  the  will  of  the  King  thai  creates  the 
corporation,  yet  the  lunw  is  the  knot  of  its  combi- 
nation, witbant  which  it  could  not  perform  its  aor- 
poratt  fnncUoaa." 

Matthew  Baoon,  in  his  abridgment : 
"  There  is  a  difference  between  an  ancient  corpo- 
iBtion,  and  a  corporatioa  newly  created;  for  anao- 


ctent  coiporation,  bg  tm,  nay  have  a  special  name 
diSering  m  Bubitanc* ;  but  otherwise  of  a  corpora- 
tion created  within  nieicory ;  for  thii  regularl*  ciu 
only  have  the  name  by  which  it  is  iDstituted." 

So  say  the  Enslish  books.  What  says  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
Has  it  failed  to  give  a  name  ?  or  has  it  granted 
a  diapeosattOQ  of  its  use?  Keitlter.  It  has 
given  a  name ;  uid  it  has  ordered  that  name  to 
be  used.  The  seventh  section  {s  wholly  taken 
np  with  thb  matter.  It  declares  the  name  of 
the  corporation  to  bo :  "  ?S«  Prtiidml,  Dine- 
tora,  and  Company  of  th»  BaiJc  of  tk«  United 
Slate*."  This  is  the  name.  Kow  for  the  nse. 
"  And  by  thit  name  shall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  lus,,  to 
sell,  &C.,  to  sue,  &c.,  to  make  and  use  a  com- 
mon seal,  &c,  to  ordun  by  laws,  Ac.,  and  gen- 
erally to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the 
ocfj,  mattvn,  and  thingt  which  to  them  it  shall 
or  may  op^ertain  to  do,  &c." 

This  is  corroboration,  Mr.  President^  instead 
of  dispensation,  of  the  common  law.  And 
now,  sir,  I  mast  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  sea 
the  advocates  of  this  order  currency  penned 
np  in  the  same  narrow  corner  in  which  I  placed 
them  hair  an  hour  ago,  and  from  which,  I  ap- 
prehend, they  will  never  come  fbrth.  They 
must  say  that  the  issue  of  this  currency  is  not 
an  act,  is  not  a  matter,  is  not  a  thing,  apper- 
tfuning  to  the  hank  to  do,  and,  therefore,  need 
not  be  done  in  the  name  of  the  corporation. 
They  mast  say  this,  or  give  up  the  question. 
For  these  orders  are  not  drawn  in  the  name  of 
the  corporation,  nor  npon  it.  The  name  of  the 
coraoration,  the  baptismal  name  of  the  artifi- 
cial person,  begot  by  the  kingly  power  of  the 
Congress  of  1816,  "the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States," 
is  not  upon  the  paper,  neither  as  drawer  or 
drawee,  payer  or  payee,  endorser  or  endorsee ; 
no,  not  even  as  acceptor  in  the  character  of 
Mend,  to  save  the  honor  of  the  drawer.  And 
I  hold  this  cnrreney,  for  that  single  reason 
alone,  to  be  invalid  and  illegal ;  as  much  so  as 
the  acts  of  this  Congress  would  be  if  made  in 
the  name  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  instead 
of  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  signed  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  instead 
of  the  presiding  officers  of  tlie  two  Houses  and 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Bnt  the  federal  conrt  in  Philadelphia  has  de- 
cided, and  that,  as  it  would  seem,  upon  the 
authority  of  the  case  of  the  £inK  m.  Bigg,  that 
bank  currency  may  be  issued  by  agents,  and 
that  these  agents  may  be  appointed  at  the  will 
of  the  bank,  and  without  seal,  and  that  the 
court  will  presume  these  to  be  agents  whose 
orders  have  been  paid.  We  will  see  that  case, 
not  hi  the  tst  Sir  John  Strange,  where  it  ia 
briefly  and  imperfectly  reported,  but  in  8d 
Peere  Williams,  where  the  whole  case  Is  ftilly 
shown.  It  was  a  criminal  case,  tried  at  tiie 
Old  B^ey  as  far  back  as  the  year  1717.  The 
indictment  set  forth ; 

[The  indictment  read.]    .-.  , 
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This  is  the  case  upon  whicli,  from  the  simi- 
larity  of  langiuge  and  Bentiment,  the  opinion 
of  tbe  federal  oonrt  in  Philodelpbia  seems  to 
have  ttirned ;  all  that  part  of  it,  at  least,  which 
went  to  Hnpport  the  Bank  of  the  nnit«d  States 
in  emp1o;iiiK  agents  to  issae  cnirency,  and 
making  the  banlc  liahle  for  the  cnrrenc;  bo 
iBsned.  It  seema  to  gnpport  the  comi,  bnt  oog- 
no*cere  eauiai  renim — to  know  the  catues  of 
things — ia  as  indispeosable  in  the  science  of 
the  wv,  as  it  u  desirable  ia  the  mysteries  of 
natore.  Now,  sir,  obserre  with  what  ease  one 
single  word  will  change  the  whole  direction  of 
Bigg's  case,  will  take  it  fh>m  the  court,  and 
turn  it  agunst  the  court,  tmd  aooihilate  all  the 
pretanaions  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  fssne 
correncj  throngh  agents.  The  case  of  Bigg 
tamed  upon  British  atatate  law ;  upon  an  act 
of  Parliament  made  in  1697,  in  amendment  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  snch  as 
the  Bank  of  the  Dnit«d  Stat«B  applied  for  here 
and  coald  not'obtun.     This  is  the  claase  : 

"  Tbit  tbe  forging  or  comtterfeiUng  of  the  CDm- 
mon  seal  of  nid  Incorponition  of  the  govenior  and 
compunj,  or  of  any  laaled  bank  bill  made  or  given 
oat  la  the  name  of  the  nid  governor  and  compa- 
ny, for  tbe  payment  of  any  earn  of  money,  or  of 
any  bank  note  of  any  sort  irhateTer,  ligned  for  the 
iotd  gonertior  andecmpany  of  the  Bank  of  Snglmid, 
or  the  altering  or  ladog  any  endorBeoieDt  on  any 
bank  bill  or  note  of  any  sort,  shall  be,  and  U  here- 
.  by,  declared  and  ai^'udged  to  b«  liung,  without  ben- 
ent  of  clergy." 

This  is  the  act  nnder  which  Bigg  was  Indict- 
ed. The  note  which  he  was  chafed  with  al- 
tering, ur  rather  erasing  a  credit  &om  it,  was 
signed  bj  Joshua  Adams,  and  Adams  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  claose  which  authorized  the 
Bank  of  England  to  get  their  notes  ligned/or 
tfi«  company.  Having  a  right  to  sign  notes  by 
an  agent,  and  the  notes  signed  \>j  Adams  for 
the  company  having  been  always  paid  at  bank, 
the  court  would  not  look  into  hia  appointment  \ 
they  would  presume  him  to  be  the  agent  of  the 
bank,  and  to  be-dnl;  ^>pointed ;  that  is,  under 
seal.  Now,  ^plf  this  to  tbe  branch  bank 
presidents.  Who  authorized  them  to  sign  tbe 
currency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States! 
Vhere  is  the  statiite  givine  the  hank  power  to 
use  agents  for  signing?  There  is  none.  The 
power  was  applied  for  in  1821,  and  refased  ; 
sad  DOW  it  must  reqaire  a  power  of  presnmp- 
tion,  equal  to  the  power  of  legtalation,  to  pre- 
sume tbat  the  branch  bank  presidentsare  agents 
of  the  United  States  bank  to  sign  currency, 
when  the  bank  is  not  allowed  to  have  any  agent 
at  all  for  such  a  purpose. 

The  case  of  Bigg,  Ur.  Preaident,  shows  five 
points  of  difference  between  the  notes  he  signed 
and  these  branch  bank  orders,  and  every  point 
fatal  to  t^e  orders. 

Firtt.  The  Bank  of  England  had  statutory 
anthoritf  to  q>point  an  agent  to  sign  their 
notes ;  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States  has  no 
BQCh  authority  with  respect  to  their  cnrreacy. 

Steondly.  The  agent  of  the  Bank  of  England 
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only  signed  the  notes;  the  branch  bank  pnd- 
dents  both  sign  and  issne  these  orders. 

Thirdly.  The  Bank  of  England's  agent  ngned 
the  notes  for  and  in  bebetlf  of  the  governor  and 
company  of -the  Bank  of  England ;  the  brandi 
bank  presidents  ngu  m  their  own  names,  aod 
on  their  own  aooonnt. 

Fourthly.  The  notea  ugned  by  Adams  were 
drawn  in  the  corporate  name  oT  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  contained  the  promise  of  the  gar- 
ernor  and  company  of  that  bank,  by  their  cor- 
porate style  and  name,  to  pay  the  amount  of 
the  noto  to  the  bearer,  on  demand :  the  ordos 
in  question  are  not  drawn  in  the  corporate  name 
of  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  they  con- 
tain no  promise  or  acc«ptance  of  the  prendeot, 
directors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  pay  anj  thing,  to  anybody, 
at  any  time  whatever. 

F^thly.  Tbe  notes  signed  by  Adams  wen 
the  real  promissory  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, suon  as  the  charter  eipresaly  anthorind 
the  bank  to  issne  for  currency ;  these  orders, 
signed  and  iasaed  by  the  branch  bank  pred- 
dents,  are  not  anthorixed  to  be  issued  aa  cnr- 
rency  by  any  clauBa  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
ofthe  United  States. 

Upon  these  five  points  of  difibrenoe,  each  of 
them  snstwned  in  point  of  fiict,  1,  by  the  indiet- 
ment  against  Bigg;  2,  by  the  special  verdict; 
S,  by  the  argnment  h^ore  the  court ;  4,  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1S97 ;  and,  C,  by  the  judg- 
ment ofthe  court,  I  most  fnsiat  that  the  ease 
of  Bigg  is  the  most  complete  and  perfect  au- 
thority for  the  cbndemnation  of  this  branch 
hank  currency,  which  tbe  wit  of  man  could  have 
devised.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  omnipotent.  It  opena 
a  battery  of  thunder  and  lightning  upon  the 
Philadelphia  decision.  It  pnlverizes  uiat  de- 
cision. Yet  the  bonk  ia  triumphant  I  Itttanlw 
all  before  it  I  It  bestrides,  as  a  Coloaeos,  Ito 
prostrate  charter  which  Congress  gave  it.  It 
olapa  a  foot  upon  a  word  here,  and  a  pbrMt 
there — rears  her  gigantic  form  above  aU  htw, 
and  boldly  places  an  empire  at  defiance  t  And 
yet  there  are  people  to  talk  abont  new  resbie- 
tioDs  to  bind  tliis  gigantic  power ;  as  if  it  was 
in  the  destiny  of  man  that  the  weaker  sliould 
ever  bind  the  stronger  party.  No,  sir ;  -we  are 
engaged  with  the  real  presence  of  that  fabled 
monster — once  believed  to  be  the  fabulous  crea- 
tion of  ttenried  poets — that  monster  which  no 
art  nor  power  could  ever  bind  I  which  changed 
his  form,  at  will,  from  man  to  boast—from  lion 
to  serpent — from  serpent  to  water — from  a  river 
of  flowing  water  to  a  column  of  blazing  fire; 
and  thus  eluded,  in  the  act  of  receiving  them, 
the  grasp  and  oateh  of  every  chain  dat  was 
thrown  upon  him. 

Ur.  President,  this  flnishea  my  argument  to 
ahow  the  illegality  of  this  species  of  currency; 
and  believing  the  fact  of  this  ill^ality  to  be 
fully  and  incontrovertibly  established,  I  mi^t 
here  terminate  my  labor,  and  r  ■  -  - 
But,  sir,  I  deem  nothini 
sufficiently  known  until 
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known.  I  will,  therefore,  advnnoe  &  step  far- 
ther^  and  \aj  open  the  reasoQB  and  canses  for 
the  inventioa  of  these  branch  bank  orders,  and 
for  their  imposition  upon  the  public,  to  the  ei- 
oIiuioD,  in  man7  Stat«B,  of  the  lawful  promis- 
aoTj  notes  of  the  president,  direotore,  and  com- 
pftnf  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Blatee.  To  do 
this  I  shall  have  reconrse  to  evideooe,  not  to 
argomeat;  and  to  make  that  evidence  the  more 
eamlj  intelligible,  I  will  rapidly  review  the 
three  great  pointa  of  historj  in  the  career  of 
thiabukk;  namely,  1.  Its  apparent  but  delusive 
prosperity  at  the  start ;  3.  Its  sudden  engolf- 
tnenl  in  the  vortei  of  bankruptcy ;  8.  Its  ap- 
parent bnt  delusive  prosperity  now. 

The  bank  went  into  operation  with  the  be- 
Kinaing  of  the  year  1817 ;  established  eighteen 
branches,  half  a  dozen  of  which  in  the  Soath 
and  West;  iasned  ita  own  notes  freely,  and 
made  large  ixsnes  of  notes  payable  at  all  these 
branches.  The  oonrse  of  trade  carried  the 
branch  notes  of  the  South  and  West  to  the 
Hfortheast ;  and  nothing  in  the  coarse  of  trade 
broDght  them  back  to  the  West.  They  were 
payable  in  all  demands  to  the  Federal  Qovern- 
ment ;  merchants  !d  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
and  Boston  received  them  in  payment  of  goods, 
and  gave  them — not  back  again  in  payment  of 
Sonthem  and  Western  produce — but  to  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs.  Become  the  money  of 
the  Government,  the  bank  had  to  treat  them  as 
oaib.  The  fourteenth  section  of  the  charter 
made  them  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the 
Government,  and  another  clause  required  the 
bulk  to  traiisfer  the  moneys  of  the  Oovsm- 
ment  to  any  point  ordered ;  these  two  clauses 
(the  transit  clause  being  harmless  without  the 
receiving  one  contained  in  the  foarteenth  sec- 
tion) laid  the  bank  under  tbe  obligation  to  cash 
dl  tbe  notcB  of  all  the  branches  wherever  pre- 
sented ;  for,  if  she  did  not  do  it,  she  would  be 
ordered  to  transfer  the  notes  to  Uie  place  where 
they  were  payable,  and  then  to  transfer  the  sil- 
ver  to  the  place  where  it  was  wanted :  and 
both  these  operations  she  had  to  perform  at  her 
own  expense.  The  southern  and  western 
branch  notes  flowed  to  the  Northeast ;  the  gold 
and  silver  of  the  South  and  West  were  ordered 
to  follow  them ;  and,  in  a  Httle  while,  the 
apecie  of  tbe  South  and  West  was  transferred 
to  the  Northeast ;  bnt  the  notes  went  faster  on 
horses  and  in  mail  stages  than  the  silver  conld 

So  in  wagons ;  and  the  parent  bank  in  Pbila- 
elphia,  and  the  branches  in  New  York  and 
Boston,  exhausted  by  the  double  operation  of 
providing  for  their  own,  and  for  sonthem  and 
western  branch  notes  be^des,  were  on  the 
point  of  stopping  payment  at  the  end  of  two 
years.  Ur.  Gheves  then  came  into  tbe  prasi- 
denoy ;  he  stopped  the  issue  of  southern  and 
western  branch  paper,  and  saved  tbe  bank  from 
insolvency]  Application  was  then  made  to 
Congress  to  rep^  tbe  fonrteenth  section  of  the 
charter,  and  thus  relieve  the  bank  from  tbis 
obligation  to  cash  its  notes  everywhere.  Cim- 
gresi  refuted  to  do  $o.    Application  was  made 
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at  the  same  time  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  twelfth 
fundamental  article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
bank,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  president 
and  principal  cashier  of  the  parent  bank  irom 
the  labor  of  signing  the  five  and  ten  dollarnotea. 
Congrtti  rt^iaed  that  appliealion  alto.  And 
here  every  thing  rested  wnile  Hr.  Ghevea  c<ai- 
tinued  president.  The  southern  and  we8t«m 
branches  ceased  to  do  business  a*  hankt;  no 
bank  noCesor  bills  were  seen  but  those  bearing 
the  signatures  of  tbe  president  and  his  prind- 
pal  o^ier,  and  none  of  thesepayable  at  south' 
em  and  western  branches,  "the  profits  of  the 
stockholders  became  inconsideracile,  and  the 
prospect  of  a  renewed  charter  was  lost  in  the 
actnal  view  of  the  inactivity  and  naelosaness  of 
the  bank  in  the  South  and  WesL  Mr.  Ghevea 
retired.  He  withdrew  from  an  institution  he 
had  saved  from  bankruptcy,  but  which  he  conld 
not  render  useful  to  the  South  and  West ;  and 
then  ensued  a  set  of  operations  for  enabling  the 
bank  to  do  the  things  which  Gongress  had  re- 
fused  to  do  for  it ;  that  is  to  say,  to  avoid  the 

feration  of  the  fourteenth  section,  and  so  much 
tbe  twelith  fundamental  article  as  related  to 
the  aiguatore  of  the  notes  and  bills  of  the  bank. 
These  operations  resulted  in  the  invention  of 
the  branch  bant  orderi.  These  order^  now 
flooding  the  country,  circulating  a^  aotes^  and 
considered  eTerywhere  as  gold  and  silver, 
(because  they  are  toluntarili/  cashed  at  severHl 
branches,  and  tmmMutlj/  received  at  every 
land  otBce  and  custom-house,)  have  pven  to  the 
bank  its  present  apparent  prosperity,  its  tem- 
poraiT  popularity,  and  its  delusive  cry  of  a 
sound  and  uniform  currency.  This  is  my  nar- 
rative ;  an  appalling  one,  it  must  be  admitted ; 
but  let  it  stand  for  nothing  if  not  snstiuned  by 
the  proof.    Here,  then,  is  the  proof  I 

[Eztracta  read  from  Hr.  Cbeves'i  report.] 

This  was  Hr.  Oheves's  report  to  tbe  stock- 
holders ;  they  consulted  as  to  the  means  of  re- 
lief, especially  on  the  great  points  of  signing 
the  currency,  and  getting  rid  of  the  fourteenth 
section.  The  result  was  a  conviction  that 
Congress  alone  could  relieve  them ;  that  legis- 
lative remedies  were  indispensable ;  and  a  me- 
morial was  dranghted  accordingly.  Its  intro- 
ductory paragraph  is  remarkable,  and  deserves 
to  be  read. 

"  That  tbe  iostilution  of  which  they  are  nuoa^n 
is  laboring  under  several  grievances,  not  only  injuri- 
ous lo  the  b>nk,  but,  ts  tbe;  respectfully  conceive, 
to  the  QatioQ  also,  which  call  for  Ugidativt  relief; 
some  of  these  arise  from  the  ongvuU  omiMion*  of 
appropriate  legal  enactments,  others  from  certain 
prminani  of  the  cbarter,  not  suited  to  tbe  condition 
and  araanttancet  of  the  bank,  and  ant  of  very 
important  character,  &om  a  regulalJon  coDcerning 
the  fi»ad  nceiplt  of  the  Qovemment  of  the  Union. 
For  tbe  remtdu  of  these  mtii,  the  stockholders  of  Che 
Bank  of  the  United  States  can  only  took  to  OoKgntiy 

Uark,  I  beseech  yon,  Mr.  President,  the 
phraseology  of  this  memorial,  and  consider  who 
was  the  man  that  signed  it,  and  moet  probably 
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drew  it.  It  complains  of  original  omissions, 
and  azistiDg  proTiaioos  Id  the  charter,  for  the 
remedy  of  which  legielative  aid  is  prayed,  find 
Gongreea  declared  to  be  the  onlj  power  that 
can  grant  it.  One  of  the  evils  thus  complained 
of  was,  the  labor  imposed  npon  the  president  of 
the  bank,  and  the  principal  caahier,  in  signing 
the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes ;  another  was  the 
difficultj  of  providing  payment  for  the  same 
note  at  the  branch  bank  wnich  issued  it,  and  at 
the  other  branches  to  which  it  might  be  carried 
in  the  course  of  trade  and  business.  The  me- 
morial was  accompanied  bj  an  argumentative 
remonstrance,  stronglj  uraing  CongresB  to  grant 
the  relief  prajed  for.  The  appointment  of  an 
agent  and  register  to  sign  notes  was  urgently 

Sressed,  for  tie  pnrpoee  of  relieving  the  presi- 
eot  from  manual  labor,  that  he  might  gire  his 
attention  to  the  higher  and  more  important 
bnaiueBs  of  the  bank,  bnt  to  no  purpose  ;  Con- 
gress refused  the  request.  The  Otlier  branch  of 
the  memorial  shared  the  same  fate.  It  was  the 
niEUD  application,  and  every  argument  was  used 
to  indnoe  Congress  to  grant  it,  but  without 
effect.  Mr.  Oheves  represented,  and  most  truly, 
that  the  bank  conid  not  provide  payment  for 
the  game  note,  at  the  same  time,  in  eighteen 
diffei^nt  places.  His  language  was ;  "  Tv-day, 
a  bra7\Jk  thalt  hatt  a  million  of  capital;  in 
thrtt  monlha  it  may  be  without  a  cent."  All 
this  was  true,  is  now  true,  and  forever  will  be 
tme.  But  thebank  waseetabliehedtoftimish  a 
found  and  itn^orm  currency ;  that  sonndneae 
and  uniformity  could  only  be  attained  by  cash- 
ing the  notes  wherever  they  were  presented ; 
if  that  could  not  be  done,  the  public  object  for 
ettablithinff  tha  bank  had  Jailed  ;  and  Oongress 
revised  to  let  its  branches  degenerate  into  local 
institntiona,  issuing  a  local  paper  for  the  private 
gain  of  tjie  sUKtliholdera,  when  the  g£^^^  public 
otiject  was  no  longer  attainable.  The  refusal 
was  peremptory:  and  as  the  bank  could  not  go 
on  aocording  to  the  charter,  and  cash  ita  notes  at 
all  the  branches,  the  branches  were  shut  up. 
They  issued  no  notes ;  made  few  or  no  die- 
oonnts)  confined  themselves  to  dealing  in  ex- 
change, and  oolleotittgthe  gold  and  silver  of  the 
Sou£  and  Vest,  and  remitting  it  to  the  parent 
bank.  This  state  of  tbings  continued  about 
seven  years,  and  during  all  that  time  the  bank 
was  forfeiting  its  charter  for  fum-uter,  that  is 
to  say,  for  not  usiog  ita  powers  for  the  public 
and  beneficial  object  for  which  it  was  granted. 
This  was  an  unprofitable  season  for  the  stock- 
holders ;  dividends  were  small ;  the  odium  of 
the  institution  great ;  its  inability  to  famish  a 
sound  and  nniform  currency  admitted ;  the 
charter  daily  liable  to  forfeiture ;  and  all  hopes 
for  its  renewal  perfectly  desperate.  In  these 
circumstances  action  became  indispensable. 
It  was  neck  or  nothing.  Inaction  was  death ; 
action  could  be  no  worse,  and  might  lead  to 
life.  Bome  new  remedy  must  be  tried ;  some 
daring  experiment  must  be  adventured ;  bow- 
ever  doubtful  the  issue,  however  hazardous  the 
trial,  the  venture  must  be  made ;  it  was  a  case 
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for  digitali*  !  and  the  venture  wsa  made.  Wliat 
that  venture  was,  and  how  wonderfully  it  baa 
succeeded,  to  the  astonishment  of  its  delighted 
protectors,  I  will  now  show  you  in  the  words 
of  the  present  president  of  the  bank  : 
Mr.  BiPDu'a  Semrt  to  ike  BlodJuitdtrt  at  tAe  Tn- 
enitial  Meehng,  Stptember,  liZL—Sxtrattt. 
"  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  «m  eetablisbed 
fertile  purpose  of  raatoring  specie  pajmenls,  vhich 
bad  for  a  long  time  been  suspended  thnxigbout  a 
great  part  of  the  countrj — of  fumialiiiig  a  mad 
eireutating  jntdium,  led  of  giving  more  vni/omiitj 
to  the  eiehanges  between  distant  Bections  of  the 
Union.  B;  importing  more  than  seven  millioDS  of 
specie,  and  bj  a  fVee  issne  of  notes  immedialely 
-*-  '--  establishment,  the  bank  with  ffreat  eaerijSca 
'  for  a  time  in  att^oing  these  objects ;  but 
II  seems  lo  have  been  aflerirarda  considered  tliatiti 
powers  teen  txhautled  bg  tkt  tffort,  and  thtt  the  coa- 
tiniumet  of  it  uould  be  eniiretif  imprv^ieabte.  Tba 
MwnCioJ  affieiUly  was  presnined  to  lie  in  the  j>r»- 
nnoA  of  the  charter,  makliw  ihe  Doles  taiimitallf 
receivable  for  debts  due  to  the  GoTemment,  wtaiiih, 
bf  obliging  the  bank  to  provide  pm/menl  tor  (be 
•ane  note  at  varfoua  jdaces,  would  reqnre  it  to 
retain  a  greater  amouet  of  specie  than  it  could  iana 
of  notes;  thus  dimJniUiing  rather  tban  iDcreisiag 
the  sound  circulation.  The  consequence  was,  the 
back  Issued  ita  own  notel  sparinglj,  more  especisUj 
in  the  Sontbem  and  Western  Sutes,  where  it  often 
preferred  tbereissne  of  the  notes  of  the  State  banks, 
Miner  ntueUiing  le  isetu  fnxlg  He  notte  tehieh  il 
might  be  eompjied  In  pay  ai  eeme  one  of  the  nUMy 
piaeee  remotefrowi  the  point  of  inMHf  (Ahl 

"  Having,  In  coinplianeo  with  tlie  direetloas  al 
the  atockbolden  tn  ISiia,  apidied  in/Ao«f  nicc«*i  to 
Congress  for  a  modiBoation  of  this  diiabiiiu  pro- 
vieion  in  the  ekarter,  it  became  neeeeeary  tot  tha 
board  of  directors  to  n-enanine  the  oonjtitatioa  of 
the  bank,  m  order  to  diecover  whether  there  wma  resUj 
any  organie  defect  which  proveuted  it  froiD  perforD- 
ing  the  functions  to  which  it  was  deatined,  «t 
whether  some  different  eombination  of  ita  powen 
might  not  overcome  iu  di^culliee. 

"  The  experiment  was  interesting  and  huardoul. 
It  WM  to  try  how  far  the  institution  could  aueeeed 
in  doing  that  which  had  never  yet  succeeded  six- 
■cAm,  in  dilFadag  over  so  wide  asnr&ce  of  counlry 
■  currency  of  large  amount  and  at  vai/om  value, 
at  all  [dsccs  and  under  all  ciremnstances  ;  and  alM> 
whether  It  could  bring  down  to  ita  extreme  limit 
the  necessary  erpeuae  of  commercial  inteivoane 
between  distant  sec^oos  of  couDtry,  whose  ei- 
cbsngeable  productions  were  of  such  various  and 
unequal  values. 

"This  system  hia  now  been  in  operation  fltr 
several  years.  It  was  at  jlrif  experimental,  and  of 
doubtfai  ieetie;  and  as  the  consequences  were 
equally  important  to  the  bsnk  and  the  commanllT, 
its  progress  has  been  watched  with  deep  eolieituii 
Its  eticeeet,  therefore,  has  been  seen  with  prapo^ 
tlonate  satigfactioo." 

Ifr.  Preudent,  It  is  not  iny  fashion  to  pot  a 
strained  oonstmction  upon  any  gentleman's 
words — upon  the  words  of  one  present,  much 
less  one  who  has  no  place,  no  TOioe  here.  1 
will,  therefore,  put  no  ooostruotion  at  >1I  i^on 
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the  ]angaag«  which  I  have  read.    I  will  let 

every  word  stand  for  itself ;  will  let  every  pbraae 
be  taken  in  its  literal,  natnr^  obvious,  inevita- 
ble meaning.  And  what  do  thej  tell  jon) 
Why,  thai  payment  of  the  same  note  at  various 
places  was  impossible ;  that  oompnlsorj  pay- 
ments were  Altai  to  the  bank ;  and,  to  get  rid 
of  them,  she  has  done  for  herself  what  Con- 
greaa  refnaod  to  do  for  her,  and  what  her  direc- 
tory, in  the  time  of  Mr.  Oheves,  solemnly  de- 
clared that  Oongress  alone  oonld  do  I  This  is 
what  the  president  of  the  bank  tells  jon.  Look 
at  the  words : 

"Bank  establiihed  to  keep  up  a  sonad  uniform 
CHirenoy ;  exh&ostedb;  the  eSbrt  to  do  so;  eotirelj 
impracticable;  etMQtial  dilBculty  in  the  provision 
of  the  charter  (the  14lh  jkcIiod)  which  made  the 
notes  uniTemlly  reoeiT&ble  by  QoverameDt;  com- 
peilijile  t«  pa;  at  places  remote  from  the  point  of 
muing;  applied  wiUiout  succew  to  CODgress  for  a 
modification  of  this  disabtioE  provision;  re-eiami- 
natioD  of  the  constitution  of  the  bank;  discovery 
of  oe«  powers;  tbo  difficulilea  overcome;  eiperl- 
ment  haiardous;  neter  succeeded  elaeirliere;  the 
issue  doubtful;  progress  wntched  with  deep  sollei- 
tode ;  great  satisfaetton  at  the  success." 

And  now,  Ur.  Preddent,  what  was  this  ex- 
periment, of  hazard  so  great,  of  iasoe  so  donht- 
fnl,  which  never  succeeded  elsewhere,  the  prog- 
ress of  which  was  watched  with  so  mnch  f.ar 
and  trembling,  and  thefaaoied  bucccsb  of  which 
is  announced  with  so  much  satisfaction!  Sir, 
it  is  the  invention  of  this  branch  bank  cnrrency  I 
It  is  the  substitution  of  branch  bank  ordert  for 
ttie  promissory  note*  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  t  And  snrely,  from  the  first  establish- 
ment of  banks  to  tiie  present  day,  a  more  po- 
tent medicine  was  never  invented  for  the  core 
of  the  diseases  to  which  banlcs  are  most  snbiect. 
It  has  completely  overcome  all  the  dlfficnlties 
which  the  bank  lay  under  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Chaves's  memorial,  and  "which  were  then  ad- 
mitted to  be  fatal  to  it.  What  were  those  diffi- 
oaltieet  They  were  a  twofold  impediment; 
fint,  a  total  inability  to  ^gn  notes  fiast  enoogh ; 
teMndlj/,  a  total  inability  to  paj  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  charter,  alter  they  were  signed. 
The  remedy  wanted  waa,  inorea^  facilities  for 
ngning;  diminished  liabilities  for  paying  t  And 
the  orders  have  completely  answered  this 
double  object  Signers  enooEh  now,  and  oom- 
pnlsory  payment  nowhere  I  This  is  the  glorioas 
relief  which  the  experiment  has  bronght.  This 
is  the  cataplasm  which  has  healed  the  wounds 
of  the  hank.  This  is  the  medicinal  drag — the 
balsamic  drink — the  restorative  infusion — which 
has  poured  a  new  portion  of  strength  into  the 
eibaosted  machine,  and  enabled  it  to  hear  ita 
infirmities  a  little  longer.  Fifty  signers  at 
work,  and  one  hnndred  and  fifty  endorsing 
derks,  pouring  out  from  five  and  twenty  places 
theirperenniu  streams  of  paper.  When  ont^  it 
is  not  pay^le  by  law  anywhere.  Not  at  the 
branch  which  tasDea  it;  for  there  is  neither 
promise,  nor  law,  to  exact  the  payment  there. 
Not  at  any  other  branch,  for  the  14th  section 


of  the  charter  does  not  apply  to  orders,  and  we 

have  Just  seen  that  they  were  invented  to  evade 
that  section.  Not  in  Philadelphia;  for,  not- 
withstanding that  may  he  the  pnrport  of  the 
order,  yet  it  is  an  absolute  impossibility ;  for 
the  people  of  this  wide  confederacy,  the  labor- 
ing people  especially,  who  handle  tliesa  small 
oilers,  can  never  go  np  to  Philadelphia  to  de- 
mand the  hard  money  kit  them.  Tea,  sir,  these 
orders  are  the  thing.  It  is  the  currency  of 
which  they  are  composed  which  has  enabled 
the  machinery  of  the  bank  to  go  to  work  after 
the  inaction  from  1819  to  1R27.  It  is  this  cur- 
rency which  has  enabled  it  to  fiood  the  South 
and  West  (as  I  will  show  presently)  wiUi  paper 
for  which  it  has  not  the  means  of  redemption. 
It  is  this  which  has  enabled  its  votaries  to  raise 
the  cry,  brief  and  deluave,  of  sound  and  oni- 
form  cnrrency.  It  is  this  which  enables  the 
retainers  of  the  hank  to  contradict  Preiident 
Jaelcton  fbr  repeating  its  own  words;  yes  I  re- 
peating their  own  words:  for  the  Message  of 
1829,  declaringthefwlureofthe  bank  to  furnish 
a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  is  nothing  bnt 
the  repetition  of  what  the  bank  directory  itself 
had  deolu'ed,  and  what  all  intelligent  men 
know  to  be  true.  It  is  this  illegal,  irresponsible 
currency  which  has  enabled  the  bank  to  fill 
the  Union  with  debtors  in  chains,  who  soreaift 
incessantly  for  the  life  and  glory  of  their  /a^- 
gemaut,  and  attack  with  the  fbry  of  wild  beasta 
every  public  man  who  will  not  square  his  pub- 
lic conduct  by  the  devouring  miseries  of  their 
own  private  condition,  and  the  remorseless 
cravings  of  their  insatiate  idoL 

I  have  now  established,  Mr.  FrsNdent,  as  I 
trust  and  l>elieve,  the  tmth  of  the  first  branch 
of  my  proposition,  namely,  that  this  currency 
of  branch  bank  orders  is  unanthorized  by  the 
charter,  and  illegal.  I  will  now  say  a  few 
words  in  sapport  of  the  second  branch  of  the 
proposition,  namely,  that  this  currency  ooght  to 
t>e  suppressed. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  illegality,  sir,  I  should 
hold  to  be  sufficient  to  justi^  this  suppression. 
In  a  country  of  laws,  the  laws  should  he  obeyed. 
No  private  individual  should  be  allowed  to 
trample  them  under  foot;  much  less  a  public 
man,  or  public  body;  least  of  all,  a  great 
moneyed  corporation  wielding  abont  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  boldly 
contending  with  the  Federal  Government  for 
the  sceptre  of  political  power — laiyney  Upowert 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  possesses  more 
money  than  the  Federal  Government ;  and  the 
question  of  power  is  now  to  be  decided  between 
them.  That  question  is  wrapped  np  in  the  case 
before  yon.  It  is  a  case  of  clear  conviotion  of 
a  violation  of  the  laws  hy  this  great  moneyed 
corporation;  and  that  not  of  a  single  statute, 
and  by  inadvertence,  and  In  a  small  matter, 
which  concerns  bnt  few,  bnt  In  one  general, 
sweeping,  studied,  and  systematio  infraction  oi 
a  whole  code  of  laws — of  an  entire  consti- 
tntion,  made  for  its  sole  government  andrfr- 
straint — and  the  pernicious  effects  of  which  tfBr 
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ter  into  die  revennea  of  the  Union,  and  extend 
themselves  to  every  moneyed  transaction  be- 
tween man  and  man.  This  is  the  case  of  vio- 
lated law  which  stands  before  jon ;  and  if  it 
goes  nnpaDished,  then  do  I  say,  the  question  of 
political  power  isdecided  between  the  bank  and 
the  Oovernment.  The  question  of  supremacy 
is  at  an  end.  Let  there  be  no  more  talk  of 
restrictions  or  limitation  in  the  charter.  Grant 
a  new  one.  Grant  it  upon  the  spot.  Grant  it 
without  words  I  Grant  it  in  blank!  to  Gave 
the  directers  from  the  labor  of  re-examination  1 
the  oonrtr  from  the  labor  of  conBtrQctionst  and 
voureelves  ^m  the  deg^radation  of  being  pab- 
licl?  trampled  under  foot  I 

I  do  inwst,  Mr.  President,  that  this  cnrroncy 
ought  to  be  Buppreseed  for  illegality  alone,  even 
if  no  ^pernicious  consequences  could  result  from 
ita  oircnlatjon.  But  pernieions  consequences 
do  result.  The  substituted  currency  ta  not  the 
equivalent  of  the  branch  bank  notes,  whose 
pUce  it  has  usurped ;  it  is  inferior  to  those 
notes  in  vital  particuhirB,  and  to  the  manifest 
danger  and  loss  of  Che  people. 

In  the  first  place,  these  branch  hank  orders 
are  notpay<ibU  in  th«.  StaUt  in  vhieh  the}/  art 
itnteA,  Look  nt  them  I  they  are  nominally 
payable  in  Philadelphia  1  liook  at  the  law! 
It  givee  the  holder  no  right  to  demand  their 
'contents  at  the  branch  bank,  until  the  order 
has  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  returned.  I  lay 
no  stress  upon  the  InsldiouB  circumstance  that 
these  orders  are  now  paid  at  the  branch  where 
issued,  and  at  other  branches.  That  voluntary, 
delusive  payment  may  satisfy  those  who  are 
willing  to  swallow  a  gilded  hook;  it  may  satisfy 
thoee  who  are  willing  to  hold  their  property 
at  the  will  of  the  bank.  For  my  part,  I  want 
law  for  my  rights.  I  look  at  the  law,  to  the 
legal  rights  of  the  holder,  and  say  that  he  haa 
no  right  to  demand  payment  at  the  branch 
which  issued  the  order.  The  present  cnatom 
of  paying  is  voluntary,  not  compulsory;  it  de- 
pends upon  the  will  of  the  bank,  not  upon  law ; 
&Dd  none  but  tyrants  can  require,  or  slaves 
snhmit  to,  a  tenure  at  will.  These  orders,  even 
admitting  them  to  be  legal,  are  only  payable  in 
Philadelphia ;  and  to  demand  payment  there,  is  a 
delusive  and  impraeticahU  right.  For  the 
body  of  the  citizens  cannot  go  to  Philadelphia 
to  get  the  change  for  the  small  orders ;  mer- 
chants  will  not  remit  them  i  they  would  as 
soon  carry  up  the  fire  of  hell  to  Philadelphia ; 
for  the  bank  would  consign  them  to  ruin  if  they 
did.  These  orders  are  for  the  frontiers ;  and 
it  is  made  the  interest  and  the  policy  of  mer- 
ehants  to  leave  them  at  home,  and  take  a  bill 
of  exchange  at  a  nominal  premium.  Brokers 
alone  will  ever  carry  them,  and  that  as  their 

ID,  after  buying  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 


bank  paper  at  one  place,  payable  'at  another 
and  a  distant  place,  is  not  a  new  thiw  under 
the  ann ;  but  its  success,  if  it  sncceeiu  here, 
will  be  a  new  thing  in  the  history  of  banking. 
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This  contrivance,  sir,  is  of  European  origin.  It 
began  in  Scotland  aomeyearsago,  with  a  banker 
in  Aberdeen,  who  issued  promissory  notes  pay- 
ahle  in  LoTidon.  Then  the  Bank  of  Ireland  set 
her  branches  in  Sli{fc,  Ooric,  and  Belfatt,  at  the 
same  work,  and  they  made  their  branch  notea 
payable  in  Dublin.  The  English  country  bank- 
ers took  the  hint,  and  put  out  thdr  notes  pay- 
able in  London.  The  moss  of  these  not«B 
were  of  the  smaller  denominations,  one  and  two 
pounds  sterling,  corresponding  with  our  fiv« 
and  ten  dollar  orders ;  such  as  were  handled 
by  the  laboring  classes,  and  who  could  never 
carry  them  to  London  and  DtMin  to  demand 
the  oonteuts.  At  this  point  the  British  Im- 
perial Parliament  took  oc^nizanee  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  treated  the  issue  of  such  notes  as  a  vioions 
practice,  violative  of  the  very  first  idea  of  a 
sound  currency,  and  particularly  dangerous  to 
the  laboring  classes.  The  parliament  suppreaS' 
ed  the  practice.  This  all  happened  in  the  year 
1B26  \  and  now  this  practice,  thus  suppressed 
in  EhglaTtd,  iSbotlaruf,  and  Ireland,  is  in  full 
operation  in  our  America  I  and  the  direct<»s  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  celebrated, 
as  the  greatest  of  financiers,  for  picking  up  on 
illegal  practice  of  Scottish  ori^n,  and  putting 
it  into  operation  in  the  United  States,  and  that, 
too,  in  ttie  verv  year  in  which  it  was  suppressed 
in  Great  Britain  I 

In  the  next  place,  these  orders  are  impover- 
ishing and  deatmotive  to  the  States  in  which 
they  are  issued,  because  they  lead  to  the  o&ftit- 
tion  of  iU  gold  and  liher.  If  notes  are  issued, 
they  are  payable  at  the  branch  bank,  and  an 
adequate  supply  of  gold  andsilver  mnst  be  kept 
on  hand  to  redeem  them ;  but  these  orden 
being  drawn  on  Philadelphia,  the  gold  and  di- 
ver of  the  State  must  be  sent  there  to  meet 
them.  This  is  the  clear  nndonbted  theory  of 
this  new-fangled  currency ;  it  is  also  the 
proved  established  practice  and  effects  tit  it. 
Eveiybod;  in  the  South  and  West  knows  that 
the  hard  money  of  the  country  is  constantly 
disappearing;  but  those  only  who  have  ob- 
served the  working  of  the  machinery  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  can  tell  where  all 
this  hard  money  ia  gone.  The  monthly  state- 
ments of  the  bank  wUl  tell  this  secret.  They  will 
show  that  the  gold  and  silver  of  the  South  and 
West  go  to  the  Northeast;  and  that  the  branches 
are  the  channels  of  collection  and  remittanoe. 
Here  ore  some  items  from  the  returns  of  the 
year  18S0.  thelast  which  have  been  jet  printed, 
and  whicn  will  throw  a  little  light  upon  this 
subject: 

[The  statements.] 

Here  ia  a  picture  for  yon,  Ur.  Prerident,  ood 
a  contrast  with  it.  On  one  side,  a  most  b^ 
garly  exhibition  of  empty  boxes ;  on  the  other, 
mlness  and  distensioft  to  bursting.  West  oi 
the  Alleghanles,  and  south  of  the  Potomae,  no 
hard  money ;  in  the  Northeast,  millions  at 
every  p(dnt  But,  as  a  compensation  fw  this 
deficiency  of  metal,  we  have  a  moet  bonntiftd 
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•applj  of  pi^er.  Ten,  twenty,  thirtj,  fortj, 
fift^  to  one  JB  onr  proportion  of  paper  to  silver. 
Ajid  for  all  ibU  paper  the  coantry  ie  io  debt, 
and  pays  interest  (bank  interest)  to  non-resi- 
d«Qta  «Dd  Tonigaera  I  Gentlemen  of  the  South 
oomplain  of  the  tarifC  and  doabtless  with  much 
reason ;  but  the  imj  ia  at  hand  when  every  eye 
aboil  oee,  and  every  tongue  eball  confeaa,  tliat 
Ute  tariff  is  not  the  only,  nor  tbe  largest,  nor 
tibe  moet  voracionB  vampire  which  sacks  at 
their  veins)  The  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
divides  that  bmiaesa  with  the  tarifi^  and,  like 
the  stronger  brother,  takes  tbe  largest  share  to 
harselt  She  fnmishes  her  brood  of  these  in- 
■■tiabte  snokers.  She  hangs  them  on  every 
vein  of  gold  and  silver  which  the  South  and 
West  esbibit.  Tbey  gorge  to  repletion,  then 
Tomit  their  load  into  tbe  vast  reoeptacles  of 
tli«  Northeast,  and  go^ie  again.  The  hard 
money  of  tbe  oonntry,  that  money  which  pays 
no  interest,  is  ancked  up  and  sent  away ;  the 
paper  money  of  a  oompauy,  for  which  baol 
iotsrest  is  exacted,  takes  its  place.  Tbe  peopli 
of  the  conntry  are  in  debt  for  this  paper,  the 
Kraater  part  of  them  at  seoond  and  third  hand, 
oorrowera  from  borrowers,  paying  rack-interest 
to  the  intermediate  lenders.  Tbe  labors  of  the 
year  barely  suffice  for  the  payment  of  the  sixty 
days'  oolleotion  of  all  this  interest.  Tbe  prin- 
oi^  is  still  behind,  to  come  upon  these  ex- 
hantted  conntries  when  delayed  payment  has 
doobled  the  difficulty  of  making  pajment. 
When  that  dread  day  eomee,  and  oome  it  will, 
and  nothing  is  gained  by  pntting  it  c^,  the 
towns  and  dtiee  of  tbe  South  and  West — the 
fMrast  fkrms  and  goodliest  mansions— will  he 


eoQDting  room  of  tbe  bank  itself! 

In  tb«  tLird  place,  the  emission  of  these 
wders  has  deluged  the  conntry  with  eovnUr- 
friU.  Tbe  evils  of  ooimterfeiting  was  one  of 
the  oUectlons  made  to  the  application  of  the 
bank  tor  tbe  leave  to  appoint  an  agent  and 
register  to  Mgn  the  Ave  and  ten  dollar  notes. 
The  danger  was  so  obvious  and  imminent,  that 
the  memorial  of  tbe  directors  candidly  admit- 
ted it,  and  entered  into  the  suggestion  of  many 
preoantionary  meaanrea  to  prevent  it.  They 
*  '"1  Quit  if  the  signers  were  mtmerout  or 
,  the  danger  of  counterfeiting  wonld 
veand  destmelive;  bnt  declared  that 
tbe  bank,  with  a  view  to  its  own  interest; 
would  not  suffer  them  to  be  either  mimeroiu  or 
Umperary,  althonob  tbe  act  might  not  limit 
tbe  nnmber.  Tbe  direetors  proposed,  however, 
to  limit  the  number  to  two ;  to  make  them 
permanent  officers  in  the  bank ;  and  to  pabitsh 
tbeir  appoiubnent  in  the  Washington  city  ea- 
nitee  b«fore  they  sbonld  begin  to  act.  A  bill 
with  all  these  proviidons  was  reported ;  but 
CiMigresi  refused  to  pass  it,  and  for  thi*!  reason, 
loonff  otben,  that  the  power  of  signing  tbe 
Mtesinvolved  the  power  of  Judging  Uieir  gen- 
itaeneas;  and  thin  power  was  too  high  and 
duigeroua— too  easily  abused-^aQd  too  hardly 
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remedied,  to  be  trusted  to  any  bnt  the  very 
highest  officers  of  tbe  bank — those  whose  char-: 
acter  and  station  would  afford  the  strongest 
guaranties  to  the  public  for  the  fair  csercise  of 
a  power  so  delicate  and  responsible,  Con^^sa 
refused  to  pass  the  bill.  What  next?  Why, 
sir,  Mr.  Cbeves  and  bis  directory  submitted : 
bnt  a  new  directory  came  in,  and  what  did 
they  dot  They  re-examined  tbe  constitution 
of  the  bank,  and  discovered  the  means  of  over- 
coming the  difficulty.  Tbey  substituted  branch 
bank  order*  for  branch  hank  noUt;  and  set 
not  two,  bnt  fiity  aignera  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  endorsing  clerks  at  work  upon  these 
order*.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  Conitter- 
feiting  to  an  excess,  and  audacity  never  paral- 
leled before  I  I  saw  in  Missoon,  before  1  left 
home,  a  descriptive  list  of  ninety-nine  varieties 
of  counterfeits  on  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  and  its  branches  alone;  most  of  them  of 
the  class  of  these  five  .ind  ten  dollar  orders. 
This  list  was  contained  in  a  periodical  sheet, 
called  "  Counterfeit  Detector ;"  a  work  wholly 
given  nil  to  describing  counterfeits  on  the 
iJnited  States  Bank  aEid  its  branches ;  for  to 
such  excess  hsa  this  crime  arisen,  as  to  eive 
birth  to  a  new  species  of  literary  publication ; 
a  periodical  newspaper  wholly  devoted  to  the 
description  and  detection  of  counterfeit  paper 
cnrrency.  Tbe  remedy  only  announces  the  ex- 
tent of  the  evU ;  it  does  not  cure  it  None  but 
business  men  in  cities,  and  a  few  official  obar- 
acters,  can  afford  to  bny  and  study  these  peri- 
odicals ;  tbe  body  of  the  people  have  no  benefit 
from  them.     After    all,  the    Detector  is  no 

Snide ;  the  marks  of  a  counterfeit  detected  and 
escribed  in  one  nnmber  of  the  periodical,  are 
corrected  and  amended  in  the  next  edition  of 
the  oounterfeits.  Tbey  Instruct  the  counter- 
feiters how  to  amend  their  work.  The  fact  ts, 
nobody  can  tell  tbe  good  from  the  bad.  Bro- 
kers and  bank  ofBeers  aasume  to  do  it ;  bnt 
they  had  as  well  assume  to  be  conjurors  and 
astrologers ;  they  had  as  well  praetdse  incanta- 
tions, and  deliver  oracles  in  oonvulsioua  and 
contortions,  as  to  look  at  this  paper,  and  pro- 
nonnoe  judgments ;  tbey  had  as  well  gaze  at 
the  stara,  and  judge  by  tbe  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  as  to  look  at  these  orders,  and 
judge  from  the  writing  and  engraving ;  the^ 
nad  as  well  do  as  the  soothsayers  of  old--go 
out  upon  a  high  hill — wateh  the  flight  of  birds 
— and  then  pnwnosticate  that  tbe  order  is 
good  or  bad,  as  the  bird  chances  to  fly,  dext«r 
or  sinister,  as  it  passes  the  bill.  Far  from 
knowing  the  handwriting,  they  hardly  know 
of  the  existence  of  tbe  writers!  Yet  these 
solemn  judges  condemn,  and  condemn  irrevo- 
cably,' the  property  of  the  people  I  They  all 
know  how  to  draw  tbe  sign  of  St.  Andrew's 
cross ;  and  that  fatal  sign,  drawn  through  tbe 
face  of  an  order,  is  decisive  of  its  fate.  True 
or  false,  good  or  bad,  from  that  moment  it  falls 
Into  tbe  receptacle  of  things;  not  los^  bnt 
damned,  on  earth. 
I  do  not  stand  here,  Ur,  President,  to  Ml- 
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large  upon  the  geoeral  evils  of  a  counterfeit 
correncf,  each  as  belong  in  common  to  the 
forging  of  all  bank  papers ;  but  there  are  evils 
pecaliar  to  the  circulation  of  these  counterfeit 
orders  which  give  a  distinotive  character  to 
the  miechiefd  which  tjiey  inflict,  and  demand  a 
particular  animadveraioD.  These  evils  grow, 
first,  oat  of  the  wide  extent  of  t}ie  circolation 
of  these  coDnterfeits,  which  carries  the  for- 
geries of  ever;  Btate  of  the  Union  into  every 
Other  State,  thus  affecting  each  part  with  the 
miserieg  of  the  whole — swelling  the  mass  of 
crime  and  fraud,  and  augmenting  the  difficul- 
ties of  detection  in  proportion  to  the  distance 
liom  which  the  intmsive  counterfeits  came. 
The  next  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  multitude  of 
inoompeteot  Judges ;  already  about,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  nomber,  and  annually  increas- 
ing. A  third  peculiar  evil  is  in  the  one-sided 
character  of  these  judges — all  appointed  at  the 
will  of  the  hank — all  holding  their  appoint- 
ments at  her  will — and  all  feeling  it  to  be  their 
interest  to  commit  no  mistakes  to  her  prejn- 
dicB.  The  last,  and  greatest,  of  these  peculiar 
evils,  is  in  the  small  size  of  these  orders,  which 
throws  their  oounterfeita  upon  that  class  of  the 
ooramunity  who  are  least  capable  to  detect  the 
imposition,  and  least  able  to  bear  the  loss. 
The  laboring  olasBes,  the  middle-sized  farmers, 
and  the  country  people,  are  the  pecaliar  vic- 
tims of  this  species  of  counterfeits.  They  han- 
dle small  Boms,  and  the  small-sized  oounterfeita 
fidl  Dpon  their  hands.  Every  connterfeit  mnst 
stop  somewhere.  Sooner  or  later  it  must  stop 
in  somebody's  hands ;  and  the  mass  of  these 
small  ones  will  certwnly  stop  in  the  huids  of 
poor  people.  Thus  it  was  in  England.  In  the 
uiaoe  of  ux  years,  from  1812  to  1816,-  no  less 
than  154,454  counterfeit  notes  were  presented 
and  detected  at  the  Bank  of  England ;  of 
which  128,800  were  for  one  poond,  correspond- 
ing with  our  five  dollar  orders ;  and  18,662 
were  for  two  pounds,  oorrespoodins  with  oar 
ten  dollar  orders;  leaving  only  about  8,00D 
notes  oat  of  npwards  of  154,000  for  all  denom- 
kiations  above  two  pounds,  or  ten  dollars ;  thns 
inoontestably  proving  that  the  poor  were  the 
losers  and  the  victims.  This  was  stated  in  his 
place  by  the  honorable  Henry  Grey  Bennet, 
who  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that  out  of  five 
hundred  and  one  persons  convicted  of  forging, 
or  passing,  or  offering  counterfeit  notes,  in  the 
rfiort  space  of  thirteen  years,  of  whom  two 
bondred  and  seven  had  been  hong,  and  others 
deported,  the  masa  of  them  were  poor  people ; 
and  the  notes  for  which  they  died,  were  small 
ones  of  one  and  two  pounds,  eqnai  to  five  and 
ten  dollars.  And  he  said,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
in  this  frightful  moss  of  crime,  and  fraud,  and 
misery,  and  death,-  had  found  their  consolation 
and  their  profit  in  dividing  among  themselves 
twetkly-Jbx  miUion*  qf  poundi  iterlifigf  eqnal 
to  about  oaa  hitadred  and  twenty  milliont  of 
dollars  I    This  is  what  the  conntOTfeiting  part. 


arrived  at  in  England : 
'  ich  the  forgery  of  tha 
'apidly  carrying  the  American  people. 
for  sJl  the  crime  and  misery  whiidi  has  grown 
out  of  the  counterfeiting  of  these  orders,  and 
all  that  ahall  grow  oat  of  them,  the  directon, 
who  violated  Uieir  charter  to  do  what  Ooi^iress 
forbid,  are  justir  aceountabletoGod  and  maul 
have  cerefally  abstluned,  Mr.  President 
from  the  nse  of  any  topic  of  a  general  or  ex- 
citing nature.  I  have  oonflned  myself  to  a 
mere  jadicial  pleading.  Bat  there  ia  ona  ail- 
ment agdnst  the  issue  of  this  cnrrenoy  which 
direcUy  to  the  honor,  the  dignity,  the 
,  denoB  of  the  Butes,  that  I  eaonot  foi^ 
bear  to  hold  it  up  for  an  instant,  and  to  pus  it 
as  a  shadow  before  yon.  It  is  this.  We  «ll 
know  the  high  and  re^>onsible  nstare  of  Um 
coining  power.  It  ia  an  atlrihnte  of  nations! 
sovereignty ;  in  Its  nature  belonging  to  the 
highest  authority  in  eveiy  form  of  Govern- 
ment. The  States  of  this  oontederRcy,  each  fot 
itself^  beeame  invested  with  this  high  P<|i^ 
the  moment  they  burst  the  ohuna  of  uiitish 
vaagolage.  Posaeseed  of  the  right  in  fall,  thay 
divided  it,  in  part,  with  the  Oongreas  of  the 
confederation.  The  convention  of  I76S  gave 
it  excltsively  to  the  new  Federal  Govenuneot; 
and  since  that  time  no  State  con  coin  money, 
regulate  its  value,  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  ailver  a  tender  in  dia- 
charge  of  debts.  Cougreae  alone  has  the  fsl! 
power  to  coin  and  regulate  its  voloe;  a  dis- 
pnted  power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  no 
power  to  moke  any  thing  but  gold  and  sUnr 
a  lawful  tender.  Well,  the  Bank  of  tlie  United 
States  refers  its  origin,  in  the  opinion  of  naity, 
ng  and  regulating  danae  in  the  ooa- 
What  is  admitted  by  all,  is,  that 
Oongress  has  granted  to  the  bank  a  power  to 
issue  a  paper  currency  far  beyond  the  amoont 
of  the  coined  cnrrenoy  in  the  Union ;  that  this 
paper  currency  is  receivable  in  payment  of  (U 
daes  to  the  Federal  Government ;  and,  being 
so  receivable,  thence  ec^^oys  a  degree  of  credit 
and  cironlation  oo-eitensive  with  the  limilsiH 
the  Union.  Names,  Mr.  President,  are  noth- 
ing; snbstance  is  every  thing.  The  enbdon- 
tiiu  power  of  eoining^  and  of  regulating  the 
currency,  is  in  the  bank ;  for  it  iasaea  a  on^ 
rency  which  exceeda  the  coin  in  qnautity,  U^ 
snp^«edes  it  in  dronlation.  CiHigresi  g*^^ 
this  great  power — in  effect,  one  of  Uie  hitpe^ 
attributes  of  national  sovereignty — to  the  o<ffl>- 
pany  of  individuals  incorporated  under  tlte 
misnomer  of  tie  Bank  of  the  United  State"; 
this  company  has  devolved  ite  power,  so  far  *■ 
the  branch  bank  orders  are  conoemed,  v^ 
their  sabaltern  agencies,  called  branch  banuj 
and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  fee^rai 
court,  may  devolve  it  upon  whatever  igeota 
they  please.  These  subaltern  agendu  _  *'* 
protrnded  into  the  States,  and  there  exereiM  * 
power  superior  to  that  which  the  State  Gov- 
ernments surrendered  to  the  Federal  Govera* 


aoiuirii     1U18  IS  wuai  uie  cuuuuu-ioibiug  pari,    eruineaui  surrenuereu  ui  uie  reaenu  uv— - 
or  toTgerj  department  of  the  banking  system,  |  ment    They  iasue  a  paper  cnirency  wt^  ^ 
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State,  which  sopenedes  and  expels  the  hard 
mone^.  They  i«ae  a  paper  carrenoy  not  pay- 
able wtjftni  Oe  State,  nor  within  At  next  StaU  ; 
jur  within  JUt  hvnarti  or  one  thaatand  miUi; 
ni>r  praetieablg  pa^ablt  anyvharet  and  far 
ttan-pajrvtent  0/  mkieh  there  u  neither  prol&bi- 
tton  wrr  pe»alty  in  the  eharter.  This  oarrency 
neoeBMirilj,  and  praotioably,  becomes  a  car- 
rency  of  billa  of  <»«djt,  redeemable  at  the  will 
of  the  isaaer,  and  not  at  the  will  of  the  holder; 
and  these  bills  all  people  (in  the  South  and 
West,  at  least)  are  nnder  a  virtual  duresse  to 
reouva ;  beoanse  all  other  oarreDcy  is  chased 
•way.  And  thus  these  bills  of  credit  become 
a  forced  and  irremstible  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts.  Oan  the  States  stand  thid  ?  If  they 
oaa,  they  are  ripe  and  readj  to  sink  into  the 
ooodilioa,  not  of  proviuoeg  of  the  empire,  but 
of  farms — the  raok-rent  &rms — of  a  great 
moneyed  oligarchy. 

"' ',  I  stop ;  not  that  I  hare  finished,  but  that 
/  thing  mnat  have  an  1    ' 
fiowii^  of  grief  and  jndignat 
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evary  thing  mnat  have  an  end, 
"       ■      ! 

;htfnl  progrtiu  which  »  great  moneyed 
ly  is  maUng  over  the  sinlcing  liberties 
of  the  land.  The  canso  demands  a  different 
advooata.  It  calls  fbr  that  rare  man  who  re- 
bnked  and  overthrew  the  andacions  enterprise 
of  Walpole — who  overtomed  the  judgments  of 
the  King's  court — drove  back  the  royal  patent 
across  the  Irish  channel,  and  saved  the  people 
of  Ireland  from  the  evils  of  an  illegal  currency, 
and  their  Government  from  the  degradation  of 
seeing  a  private  indiridnal  exercising  ttie  hi) ' 


calls  for  the  danntleaa  spirit — the  mighty  genias 
— the  lofty  scorn  of  hopes  and  feam,  wnieh  l>e- 
longed  to  the  illnstriona  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's ! 
Am,  if  we  ire  now  destined  to  sink  in  this 
oonteet,  (which  Heaven  of  its  infinite  mercy 
«Tert>— but  if  we  are  destined  to  sink,  then  do 
I  say  it  is  not  for  want  of  a  eanse  less  jnst,  less 
righteous,  less  notional,  leas  holy,  than  that  in 
wnioh  Ireland  triumphed,  bat  because  the  com- 
bined powers  of  all  America's  patriot  sons  are 
n>mM«  to  terite  the  draper'*  lettertl 

Ur.  Daixu  said :  The  basis  upon  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  had  reared 
the  snperstniotnre  of  his  argument  was  a  print- 
ed copy  of  a  charge  delivered  to  ajnry  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Bopreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  sitting  as  a  circnit  jndge  in  the 
eaatera  district  of  Pennsylvania.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
waa  well  acquainted  with  the  circnmataaces 
and  oocanon  of  that  charge,  and  deemed  it 
right  to  vindicate  the  distingnished  and  learned 
magistrate  by  whom  it  was  pronoauoed  from 
the  idea  involved  in  the  epithet  "  eitra-judi- 
cioL"  It  was  any  thing  bat  extra-judicial. 
The  trial  was  of  a  man  indicted  for  posing  a 
eonnterlbit  order  on  the  oashier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  counsel  for  the  ao- 
onaed,  esercisinR  their  professional  skill,  de- 
manded his  aoqnittol  npon  the  ground  (among 
otfaoa)  that  the  paper  described  in  the  indict- 


ment— a  forgery  of  one  of  the  orders  against 
which  the  gentleman  had  levelled  his  battery — 
was  not,  if  genuine,  a  legal  instrnment,  and 
conid  not  be  made  the  subject  of  a  criminal 
proceeding.  He  went  npon  precisely  the  same 
course  of  reasoning  as  bad  been  heard  that 
morning.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  jndge 
carefully  to  consider,  and  clearly  to  expound, 
the  law  thns  drawn  into  question.  The  liberty 
of  a  feUow-oitizen  was  dependent  upon  his 
opinion.  He  was  al>out  to  make  it  known  to 
the  Jnry :  he  did  so ;  and  this  is  characterized 
as  "  extra-judicial." 

But  the  nonorable  Senator  further  complains 
that  the  judge  attained  his  conclusions,  as  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  Consresa 
incorporating  the  b^k,  by  "  construction." 
And  by  ivhat  other  process  could  he  attain 
them!  It  is  conceded  that  no  positive  and  dis- 
tinct prohibition  of  these  orders  or  drafts  is  to 
Ije  found  in  the  charter;  and  as  if  to  vindicate 
by  Ids  practice  the  judge  whom  he  was  con- 
demning by  his  precept,  the  learned  gentleman 
has  ably  and  indefatigably  argued  that  they  are 
prohibitory  by  "construction."    He  takea  the 


It  was  not  his  intentioa  to  follow  the  able 
Senator  through  the  labyrinth  of  objections  he 
had  suggested  to  these  orders  or  ireSts.  He 
had  certdnly  anticipated  no  such  studied  and 
prolonged  argument  as  introductory  to  the 
present  motion,  and  was  alike  unwilling  and 
unequal  to  the  tabor  of  a  regular  reply,  which, 
however  proper  it  might  be  ttefore  a  judicial 
tribunal,  be  conceived  would  be  misplaced  and 
ill-timed  here.  But  as  so  much  hod  been  so 
well  Bsid;  with  the  view  to  discredit  the  opin- 
ion  of  the  learned  judge,  and  tending  to  pro- 
duce a  destructive  alarm  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  currency  in  question,  he  would  briefly  state 
the  impregnable,  though  simple,  coarse  of  rea- 
soning by  which  its  legality,  under  the  charter, 
was  maintained.  He  did  this,  not  because  it 
was  essential  to  the  determination  of  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Senate,  but,  if  possible,  to  turn 
the  edge  of  a  weapon,  which,  if  not  ^med, 
was  pointing  fhtolly  at  the  intereeta  of  the 
workmg  and  poorer  olaasee  of  hia  fellow-ciU- 

In  the  first  place,  then,  not  a  syllable  prohib- 
itory of  these  orders  could  he  found  in  the  act 
of  incorporation.  The  sagacity  and  persever- 
once  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  great  and 
anxious  as  they  were,  had  fuled  to  discover  a 
single  word  upon  which  he  could  pause,  and 
frankly  allege  their  prohibition.  Yet  he  has 
told  us,  and  told  us  truly,  that  this  charter  was 
"  iti^ed  and  trammed  with  reelrictiont  and 
MiuHttinu"  by  those  who  framed  it,  with  a 
view  to  satisfy  the  republicans  of  siiteeo  years 
ago.  It  certainly  contained  many,  probably 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  securities  and  goarda 
whidi  wisdom  can  devise  against  the  misman- 
agement and  misapplication  of  powers  and 
privileges  such  as  it  bonfsrred.     No  detidla 
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seem  to  be  avoided,  no  BpeciflcAtiou  is  deemed 
too  minnte,  end  no  phrB«eolosj  is  left  restricted 
or  eqaivooal,  in  order  to  bina  the  bank,  and  to 
guarantj  the  public  It  has  ofteD  aad  justly 
elicit«d  praise ;  bat  none  more  flattering  to  tlie 
repoblicau  principles  and  national  olgeota  of 
those  who  mafnrad  it,  than  the  encomium  of 
the  learned  gentleman  who  described  it  as 
'■'  ttafftd  and  eraramed  with  reitrUtioru  and 
eonditumt."  And  ;et,  thongh  thas  "-ttuffed 
and  crammtd"  not  a  sentence  is  to  be  detected, 
which,  b;  any  eort  of  conatrnction,  direct  or 
circiiitona,  nainral  or  strained,  can  be  made  to 
import  tike  prohibition  which  the  Benator 
wonld  engraft  apon  it.  The  wise  and  upright 
men  of  the  d^  on  which  this  instnimeDt  bean 
dote,  were  not  apt  to  overlook  plain  oonae- 
qnences,  or  easy  means  of  evasion,  nor  to  make 
laws  so  imperfeotlf  as  to  leave  openings  into 
which  insects  might  rush  to  deface  them. 
Thej  did  what  the;  intended  to  do — and  thay 
left  undone  what  tliey  had  no  intention  to  do. 

The  seventh  section  of  this  charter  bestows 
upon  the  corporation,  ia  the  osiial  fonn,  its 
sljle  and  Ic^al  capacities,  and  conclades,  gen- 
eral!}', that  it  shaU  "do  ajid  ezeeule  all  and 
nagiilar  the  <kU,  mattert,  and  thing*  vihieh  to 
ti«n>  it  thall  or  may  appertaia  to  do,  tabjeet, 
neceriheUn,  to  tk«  rale*,  reffvlation*,  rt»lrie- 
tion*,  limitation*,  and  previ*umi  iertwui/teT 
pretcribed  and  declared.'  He  (Ur.  D.)  had 
alreadj  said  that  the  orders  or  drafts  were  no- 
where eiolnded  in  any  of  the  roles  prescribed 
and  declared ;  and  it  could  soarcel;  be  expected 
that  before  the  Eknate  of  the  United  States  he 
wonid  make  a  labored  effort  to  show  that  the 
drawing  and  issuing  such  paper  were  "  matten 
and  thing*"  wbidi  it  ^>pertained  to  everv 
b'ading  association,  commeroial  firm,  or  bank 
to  do.  Thej  were  embraced  in  the  general 
grant  of  powers,  and  were  not  excepted  fit>m 
it  by  any  subsequent  limitation.  All  modes  of 
conducting  the  business  and  operations  of  the 
bank,  oonsiBtent  with  its  declared  purposes  and 
limits,  were  expressly  conferred,  and  these 
orders  were  therefore  included. 

But  this  general  reasoning  became  altogether 
irresistible  when  it  was  fbnnd  sanctioned  by 
the  very  letter  of  the  charter.  In  the  eighth 
fuudamental  rule  of  the  eleventh  section,  in 
recapitulating  the  modes  by  which  the  bank 
miaM  become  indebted,  these  words  ore  used— 
"  (M  total  amount  of  debt*  tehieh  the  laid  eor- 
poration  thall  at  any  time  owe,  ^ehetAer  by 
omd,  bill,  note,  or  other  ooNTBACt."  What 
other  eontraet  t  Every  other  conbtwt  which 
it  may  appertain  to  a  bonk  to  moke.  These 
orders!  why  nott  If  the  Senate  can  peraaode 
itself  ther  ore  not  eonfroet^  as  the  honorable 
Senator  has,  by  the  emergency  of  his  case, 
been  driven  to  assert,  then  indeed  this  single 
phrase  famishes  no  protection.  Bnt  it  snrely 
can  require,  in  a  commerdal  country,  no  re- 
onrreoce  to  first  prindplei,  or  to  English 
common  law  definitions,  much  less  to  the 
Tenerable  antiquities  of  Coke  and  Peere  Wil- 
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lipal;  or  that  the  bank,  openly,  notorionsly, 
.kvowedlv  assnmiog  apon  itself  uia  payment  of 
these  oraers,  does  conclunvely  make  uiem  ob- 


ligatory contracts  to  the  fnll  extent  of  ih^ 
terms  and  amounts. 

Ag^n :  These  very  orders  or  drafts  are  de- 
scribed, totidem  terbit,  in  tiie  eighteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  charter,  and  are  protected,  as  i^gA, 
with  the  highest  sanctions.  "If  any  person 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  oonnterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  false];  made,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  tud  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  bill  or 
note,  in  imitation  ot,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  bill 
or  note  issued  by  orders  of  the  preriden^ 
directors,  and  company  of  the  said  bank,  or 
ANT  OBDCB  or  check  on  the  said  bank  or  corpo- 
ration, or  ANT  OABUIKB  ftiXBiop;"  Or  "shall 
fUbcly  alter,  &o,,  aut  obdks  or  check  on  said 
bank  or  oorpcmition,  or  asi  oashub  THntcor ;" 
or  "  shall  pasa,  ntter,  or  publish,  Ac.,  as  tme, 
any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  dbdbs  or 
check  upon  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or 

ANT    OABHIKB    TBKBIO?,"    tUi.,    Or    "  shsll    pBSS, 

utter,  or  publish,  &c.,  any  falsely  altered  obdkb 
or  check  on  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or 
AKT  oASsjut  THSBXOv,"  Ac,  cvery  such  person 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and,  oa  con- 
viction, must  be  sentenoed  to  hud  labor  for  a 
term  not  lees  than  three,  nor  more  than  ten 
years,  or  he  imprisoned,  not  eiceediug  t^ 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars.  Kow  each  of  these  assailed  drafts  is 
neither  more  nor  less,  in  common  sense^  or  in 
technical  law,  than  an  order  on  the  caahier  rf 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stat«a  ;  whether  drawn 
by  one  person  or  by  another,  by  an  agent  or  by 
a  customer,  mokes  here  no  difierenoe.  Why, 
then,  if  it  be  on  InstrumoDt  not  authorized  t^ 
the  charter,  spurious,  illegal,  and  void,  why  is 
it  thus  anxiously  guarded,  and  its  forgery  thus 
severely  pnnidied  t  W>)'t  if  uo^  within  the 
eontemplaUoD  of  the  rigorous  and  pure  repaV 
licans  who  "  ttu^ed  and  crammed  tie  act  with 
raetrietioni  and  condiiiont,"  is  it  merely  not 
discountenanced,  bnt  specially  recogniied  as  s 
favorite,  to  be  shielded  from  all  imparity,  and 
to  be  vindicated,  by  penalties  involvmg  the  in- 
carceration and  ii^omy  of  offenders,  from  all 
doubt  or  danger  t  Differing  entirely  from  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  he  (Ur.  D.) 
would,  upon  every  such  question,  look  with 
peculiar  solicitude  to  the  penal  clause  of  the 
act  of  Congress.  Other  pari^  may  be  looscjy 
oonstruct«d,  and  tlidr  meaning  be  left  to  M 
ascert^ned  by  the  ordinary  principlea  and  rules 
of  interpretation ;  but  thi*  is  uniformly  framed 
with  scrupulous  eiactitudeg  to  be  constnied 
strictly,  and  to  be  accompanied  by  such  specifi- 
cation as  will  enable  every  one  to  understand 
what  be  is  to  avoid.  It  is  here  that  we  find, 
more  exactly  than  elsewhere  in  this  charter, 
Uie  particulius  of  the  currency  otmfided  to  the 
control  and  diaoreldon  of  the  bank— 4t  is  htn 
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the  proteodon  ts  provided  for  e&oh  particalu* — 
and  tt  is  here  that  these  orders  on  the  cashier, 
dfinouncad  b;  the  KQDtleman,  in  his  meditated 
resolntioo,  as  "  ilUgal^  are  Hi^nallj  and  em- 
phAtic&ll]'  Bnrroanded  hj  the  conserratire  sanc- 
tions of  the  crimino]  code. 

Kr,  Webstbb  said  that  he  had  alwajB  been 
of  the  opinion  thst  resolutions  proposing  an 
inqniiT  which  would  obviously  a^ct  the  value 
of  the  property  of  iadividoals,  should  be  intro- 
duced with  great  caotion ;  neverthelesSj  he  had 
never  voted  against  a  resolution  of  inqairj  con- 
cerning a  publio  qnestion ;  for  it  la;  in  the 
breast  of  every  Senator  to  decide  whether  the 
pnblio  tnterest  demanded  the  inquiry.  He  did 
not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
relative  to  the  form  of  the  resolution.  If  the 
qnestion  had  been  oiilj  for  a  committee  of  this 
body  to  inquire  into  a  supposed  violation  of  the 
ehsrter,  he  shogld  have  ooncnrred ;  bnt,  instead 
of  tha^  it  was  proposed  to  introduce  a  Joint 
reeolntion,  to  be  acted  upon  eqnallj  by  Doth 
Houses  of  Congress,  declaratory  that  the  char- 
ter was  violated,  and  that  the  circalation  of  the 
notM  be  sappr«8sed.  Many  millions  of  those 
bills  were  now  in  the  pocltets  of  the  people  of 
tiiis  country ;  and  what  effect,  after  aJl,  woold 
this  inqairy  have  upon  the  institation  f  Did  It 
devolve  upon  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the 
notes  were  void,  or  to  act  at  this  time  npon  so 
hnportant  a  subject  I  Should  they  not,  on  the 
contrary,  proceed  with  the  utmost  deliberation, 
and  make  due  inquiry,  before  they  resolved 
upon  a  measnre  deciding  so  great  and  imminent 
a  qnestion  I  He  would  put  the  inquiry  to  every 
Senator  present,  whether,  if  there  had  been  an 
nnlawfol  exercise  of  power,  and,  consequently, 
the  paper  issue  was  void — whether  they  should, 
before  the  matter  was  decided,  let  a  proposi- 
tion of  this  nature  go  abroad  to  affect  the  prop- 
erty of  the  community.  Does  not  the  impor- 
tance of  the  snbject  require  a  deliberate  inves- 
tigation t  It  was  something  more  than  mere 
form  that  was  objected  to ;  it  vras  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  resolution  which  was  opposed. 
It  proposed  to  declare  that  the  hills  in  cironla- 
tion  were  illegal,  and  ought  to  he  suppressed. 
Be  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  such  a  propo- 
sition, which,  also,  called  on  the  Senate  to  de- 
clare that  a  particular  decision  of  one  of  the 
judges  in  a  court  of  the  United  States  should 
not  have  been  made.  He  was  not  of  that  opin- 
ion, and  he  wonld  not  consent  to  grant  the 
leave  asked  for. 

Vx.  BiimiK  said  there  were  two  ways  to 
bring  about  the  object  in  view ;  one  was  to 
mbmit  it  to  the  Senate ;  the  other  to  apply  \a 
th«  President  of  the  United  States,  who  was 
snthorized  tJi  cause  an  investigation  into  the 
affair,  and,  if  it  was  found  that  the  charter  was 
broken  and  void,  to  report  accordingly.  He 
tboariit  that  if  the  practice  was  not  lawful,  now 
iTBs  the  time  to  find  it  oat — the  sooner  the 
better.  The  same  directors  were  now  in  the 
bank  ss  when  tiiese  orders  were  first  Issued. 
If  they  ahonld  go  out  of  ofELoe,  and  new  ones 


take  their  place,  the  object  might  not  he  so 
easily  accomplished. 

Mr.  MiLUB  wished  to  know  i^irther  concern- 
ing the  snbjeat.  He  had  listened  to  what  had 
been  said,  and  his  desire  for  farther  infonnation 
nes  increased.  He  thought  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  should  make  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  SiRTH  objected  to  this  reference,  on  the 
ground  of  the  incompetency  of  the  committee 
to  decide  upon  the  ]«^it7  of  the  practice. 

Mr.  Masot  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  it 
was  contended  on  one  side  that  the  charter  of 
the  bank  was  forfeited,  and,  on  the  other  ride,  - 
that  it  was  not  forfeited ;  and  as  these  opinions 
were  entitled  to  eqnal  respect  and  consideration, 
it  would  be  first  neceesarj  to  decide  this  point ; 
after  which,  they  might  inquire  into  the  l^^ity 
of  the  practice  of  issuing  these  orders.  He 
hoped  the  resolation  would  be  received. 

Mr.  QL^Tro's  suggested  the  proprietj  of 
modifying  the  resolution  so  that  it  shonld  pro- 
vide simply  for  au  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Mr,  Kajib  said  there  was  one  view  of  the 
qnestion  which  bad  not  been  taken,  and  which 
had  stmok  his  mind  foroihl;;  that  was,  whether 
it  would  not  be  iiyarions  to  the  country  to  pro- 
ceed to  free  the  stockholders  from  responsihitit}'. 
He  thought  there  was  no  possible  form  in 
which  this  inquiry  oould  be  mode  by  the  Senate, 
except  in  the  manner  proposed  by  tiie  joint 
resolution ;  not  as  a  legislative  body,  but  as 
stockholders  of  the  bank.  It  was  the  nniform 
custom  to  grant  leave  of  introdoctioUj  and  he 
should  conform  to  it  in  the  present  mstanoe. 
His  mind  was  not  made  np  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  qneetion,  and  he^ould  express  no  opinion 
npon  it  at  present. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  that,  whatever  his  opinion 
might  be  upon  the  main  qnestion,  be  shonld 
not  now  speak  npon  it;  but  he  believed  tha 
resolution  would  be  as  mnch  opposed  in  its 
present  shap^  as  one  would  be  Uiat  propoeed 
to  liberate  all  the  slaves  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, or  that  no  white  man  shonld  hold  prop- 
erty in  Cteorg^a. 

Mr.  KiKO  was  always  willing  to  vote  for  the 
introduction  of  resolutions  of  inquiry  generally ; 
bnt  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  not  consent  to 
admit  this  resolution  in  its  present  fbrm.  If  it 
was  one  of  inquiry  slone,  he  would  give  it  his 
vote,  and  be  m  favor  of  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  first 
and  second  reading  of  this  resolution  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  which  would  follow  if  it  were  in- 
trodnced,  and  send  that  vote  abroad  to  tha 
country.  He  hoped  the  resolutioD  would  be 
modified  before  it  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Dallas  su^ested  whether  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judidory  was  competent  to  make 
the  inquiry, 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
frankness  of  the  gentleman  from  Missonri,  in 
giving  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  fbr  the 
resolation,  had  defeated  instead  of  supported 
the  object  in  riew.    If  the  gentleman,  instead 
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of  enteria^,  u  he  bsd,  into  th«  wide  field  irf 
ftrgnt°B>i^  ■>!  support  of  the  rMolation,  had  been 
sUent,  the  leave  wonld  ondonbtedl;  nsve  been 
granted.  He  thoaght  it  was  hai^ly  foir  to  take 
advantage  of  that  ^eDOeman's  franknesB,  h; 
exclndiog  the  resolution,  because  tbej  fonod  the 
■abject-matter  improper  to  be  ioTeaUgatad,  as 
the  gentleman  was  nnder  no  obligation  to  have 
eiplained  tiie  charaoter  of  the  proposed 
nnlesa  it  was  his  pleasure  to  do  so.  \ 
the  Senate  would  take  this  view  into  i 
atjon,  and  extend  its  conrtes?  to  the  gentle- 
man notwithstanding  the  course  whion  had 
been  pnrBaed. 

The  qnestion  was  then  takien  on  granting 
leave  to  iotrodaoe  the  reaolntlon,  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Tus.— Hewn.  Benton,  Dadlej,  EUU,  Fortjtb, 
Qnindj,  Havne,  Hill,  Kane,  Hangum,  llarc;.  Kil- 
ler, Moore,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tjler,  White— IS. 

NiTH. — Hessra.  Bell,  Bibb,  Buckner,  Chamben, 
Claytoa,  Dallas,  EwinR,  Foot,  Fraliaghujsen,  Hen- 
drioks,  Bolmeti,  Johnston,  King,  Knight,  Naudain, 
Frentlni,  RobbiiiB,  RobiiuOD,  Be;mour,  Bikbee, 
Smith,  Tipton,  TomliiuoD,  Webster,  Wilkiiu— Sfi. 

So  the  leave  was  reftised,  and  then  the  Senate 
a^onrned  to  Uonday.* 


UoSDAi,  January  28. 
Banik  of  eA«  Uj\iUA  BtaUt. 

Ur.  'RssTos  sobmittfid  tlie  following  resoln- 
tion: 

Raolted,  That  the  Ssorelary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  inform  the  Senate  (if  any  data  tn  his 
department  wilt  enable  him  to  do  so,  and,  if  not, 
thai  be  eadeavar  to  obtain  the  infonnalion  from 
the  directors  of  the  banlc  of  the  United  States) 
upOD  the  foliowing  points ; 

1.  The  amount  of  paper  cnrrency  in  clrcaUtlon 
in  the  form  of  onJeri  (baim  by  the  prsiideiitB  of 
the  branch  banks  on  tbe  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Btates  ;  dlstingoUhltiB  the  amount  circulatad 
from  each  branch,  sod  BhoiHiig  the  amounts  of  tbe 
didbrent  denominations,  or  siiea,  of  the  orden  re- 

2.  The  amount  of  gold  and  diver  cohi  and  bul- 
lion anntially  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to  tbe 
parent  bank  in  Philad^lphiH,  since  sach  branch  be- 
gan to  issue  a  currency  of  branch  bank  orden. 

S.  Tbe  names  of  the  branch  backs,  if  any,  at 
which  the  orders  drawn  by  other  branch  banlis  on 
the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  Coited  States,  and 
Issued  as  ciirreucy,  are  not  receivable  in  deposits 
as  cash ;  and  whether  any  dietinction,  in  reoelrlng 
or  reforing  such  deposits,  ii  made  between  the 
Federal  Ooverament  and  the  dtUens  of  the  Uidled 
Btttes. 

4.  Whether  there  is  any  instruction  iron  the  di- 
rectors of  die  Bank. of  the  Dniied  States,  cem- 


•  Tbe  qocMhrn  at  th*  Hbfia  snd  ilehmi  shirul«  of  Ital 
kiod  of  onnaiis]',  wu  igilB  broi(fat  np  on  tba  bill  to  nasi 
tba  ebirtnof  tba  buk,  *ad  t(«l[«l  In  Uiv  •dopUon  or  . 
■MtloB  ta  tba  bU  to  praiant  tbs  Isoa  al  uoh  vantcej  li 


Uono^T,  January  80, 
Tin  Tariff'— Rediution  tf  DvUm. 

Tbe  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  raM»- 
Intion  offered  by  Mr.  Oi.al  for  tbe  redoctisn 
and  repeal  of  certain  dutiea,  was  taken  op. 
The  qnesUon  being  upon  Ur.  HaTm'e  motk* 
to  amend, 

Ifr.  SiuTB,  of  Maryland,  rose,  and  addra»ei 
the  Senate  as  follows:  I  make  no  apology,  Mr. 
President,  said  he,  for  approachiog  age.  It 
will,  however,  admonish  me  to  take  np  oa  tittle 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  as  tbe  irapoitAnt  s(^ 
ject  under  consideration  will  adroit. 

Wo  have  arrived  at  a  cHms.  Yes,  Mr,  Piw- 
dent,  at  a  crisis  more  appallins  than  >  day  (^ 
battle.  I  adjure  the  Committ%  on  M°""fm- 
tures  to  pause — to  reflect  on  the  diasatisfacliui 
of  all  the  South.  South  Carolina  has  ~~i — t— ' 
itself  strongly  Bgunstthetariff  of  1S2S — stniager 
than  the  other  States  are  willing  to  ^icak. 
But,  sir,  the  whole  of  the  Sonth  feel  deeply  the 
oppression  of  that  tariff.  In  thte  r^iect,  there 
is  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  Sooth — tba 
whole  Southern  Stat^ — all,  consider  it  as  op- 
pressive. They  have  not  yet  spoken ;  bat 
when  they  do  speak,  it  will  be  with  a  voiee 
that  will  not  implore,  but  will  demand  redress. 
How  mnch  better,  then,  to  grant  redrenl 
How  much  better  that  the  Committee  on  Man- 
nfactnrea  heal  the  wound  which  has  been  is- 
fiictedt  I  want  nothing  that  shall  injni-e  the 
manufacturer.    I  only  want  instice. 

I  am,  Mr.  Presldeni  one  of  the  few  sarrivors 
of  those  who  fought  in  the  war  of  tbe  revolntioCL 
We  then  thought  we  fought  for  liberty'-fiDr 
equal  rights.  We  fought  ag^nst  taxation,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
Where  is  the  difference,  if  the  people  are  to  be 
taxed  by  the  manufaotnrers  or  by  any  otberal 
I  say  manufkcturers — and  why  do  1  snj  sot 
When  the  Senate  met,  there  wa«  a  strong  ttia- 
poution  with  all  parties  to  ameUorate  the 
tariff  of  1838  ;  bat  I  now  see  a  change,  which 
makes  me  almost  despair  of  any  thiug  effectual 
being  accomplished.  Evmi  tlie  anuill  coooes- 
lions  made  oy  tbe  Senator  ^m  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Olat,)  have  been  reprobated  by  the  lobby 
memt>er8,  the  agenia  of  the  manufiutarera.  I 
am  told  they  have  put  their  flat  on  any  change 
whatever,  and  hence,  as  a  consequence,  the 
change  in  tbe  coarse  and  langoage  of  gwitle- 
men,  which  almost  precludes  all  hope.  Those 
interested  men  hang  on  the  Committee  on  Uan- 
ufaotnres  like  an  inoubna.  I  say  to  that  com- 
mittee, depend  upon  your  own  good  judgmeota 
— survey  the  whole  subject  as  politicians — dis- 
card sectional  int«reata,  and  stndy  only  the 
common  weal — act  with  theae  views,  and  thus 
relieve  the  oppressions  of  the  South. 

I  have  ever,  Mr.  I*resident,  supported  the  in- 
terest of  manufaotnrea,  as  far  as  it  oonld  be 
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doae  inddeotall/.  I  supported  the  lat«  Mr. 
IjUwndes'H  bill  of  1316.  I  was  a  member  of  his 
committee,  and  that  bill  protected  the  maoa- 
factnres  enfficientlf,  except  bar  iron.  Mr. 
Lowndes  hod  reported  fifteen  dollars  per  ton. 
The  HoQse  reduced  it  to  nine  dollan  per  ton. 
That  act  enabled  the  mannfactnrers  to  exclude 
importations  of  certain  ardclea.  The  hatters 
oarry  on  their  business  by  their  sons  and  ap- 
prentices, and  few,  if  any,  hats  are  now  im- 
ported. Large  qnantitieB  are  exported,  and  pre- 
lerred.  All  articles  of  leather,  from  tanned  aide 
to  the  finctrt  harness  or  saddle,  have  been  ei- 
claded  fttin]  importation ;  and  whj?  Becaose 
the  business  is  conducted  hj  their  own  hard 
hands,  their  own  labor,  and  thej  are  now 
heaTtly  taxed  by  the  tariff  of  1838,  to  enable 
the  rich  to  enter  into  the  manafactares  of  the 
wnmtrjr.  Tea,  sir,  I  say  the  riob,  who  entered 
into  the  business  after  the  act  of  1824,  which 
proved  to  be  a  moshroom  affair,  and  many  of 
them  snffered  severely.  The  act  of  1816, 1  re- 
peat, gave  all  the  protection  that  was  necessarj 
or  proper,  under  wbiob  the  indnstrions  and 
fimKHl  completely  snooeeded.  But,  sir,  the 
capitalist  who  had  invested  his  capital  in  man- 
nfaotnres,  was  not  to  be  satisfied  with  ordinary 
profit,  and  therefore  the  act  of  1S28. 

The  Senator  from  Kentaoky  (Mr.  Ciat)  saya 
that  a  progressive  decrease  of  duties  is  a  slow 
poison,  and  yet  that  Senator  swallowed  the 
poison  in  the  act  of  1816,  in  the  article  of  cot- 
ton, and  I  have  never  beard  that  it  has  done 
him  much  ii^nry.  He  has  also  swallowed  the 
poison  in  the  act  of  1824,  where  the  duties  are 
progressive,  raising  them  annually.  Are  thejr 
to  be  understood  to  be  leas  poisonous  by  a  pro- 
gressrre  increase  than  a  progressive  decrease) 
The  Sonth  oonuders  the  progressive  iucrease  as 
the  most  deleterious.  The  handioraft-man — 
the  blacksmith — the  whitesmith — the  workers 
of  the  bar  iron,  are  all  cmelly  oppressed  by  the 
heavy  dnty  on  that  all-important  article.  Give 
them  the  raw  material  as  cheap  os  it  is  received 
by  the  British  workmen,  and  they  will  ask  for 
no  protection :  they  will  depend  on  their  own 
hands,  and  on  those  of  their  sons  and  appren- 
tices.  They  are  not  heard.  Why?  They  are 
not  rich — they  must  be  saorifloed  to  the  rich 
iron  master,  whose  boainess  is  more  profitable 
than  that  of  any  other  in  the  Union.  1  forbear 
going  farther  into  this  subject  at  this  time.  I 
reserve  my  further  remarks  nntil  the  subject 
ahall  be  presented  in  a  tangible  shape — in  a 
bill;  when  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that 
the  act  of  1828  is  highly  injurious  to  the  inter- 
eat  of  the  manufacturer.  If  you  intend  that 
this  country  shall  be  a  manufacturing  country, 
you  must  give  the  manufacturers  the  raw  ma- 
terial (as  England  does)  free  of  duty,  or  with 
very  light  duty.  While  you  tax  them  high,  as 
yon  do  with  imposts  un  hemp,  wool,  fiax,  and 
bar  iron,  yon  afford  them  no  efficient  protec- 
tion by  your  minimum  and  excessive  dnties. 


TncsD^i,  January  31. 

Banh  ^  the  UMttd  Stata — InquiriM  ifU«  Hi 

Worhin^  and  Managmaent. 

The  foBowing  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
BsNTOH  on  the  25th  January,  were  token  up, 
and  agreed  to: 

Rualved,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  which  wiB 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  direclors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  Coiled  States,  praying  for  the  renewal  of 
their  charter,  be  i^rected  to  ioquii^  as  folloirs: 

1.  Into  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  loans,  if 
any  there  were,  made  by  the  bsuk  or  itd  branches, 
of  local  bank  paper ;  and  to  report  all  the  beta  and 
circumstances  which  shall  be  neceswiy  to  enabJe 
the  Senate  to  judge  and  detemine  whether  there 
was  oauTj  in  Uie  contracts  for  such  loans,  or  op- 
prearion  In  collecting  them. 

2.  Into  the  &ct  of  wm-hmt  of  its  powers  by  any 
of  the  branch  banks,  and  all  the  circunutanccB 
which  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to 
understand  the  natoie,  extent,  and  dnnitJon  of  such 
lun-utr  of  powers. 

5.  Into  the  amoont  of  the  real  estate  acquired 
bj  the  bank,  and  at  each  branch ;  and  a  detailed 
statement  thereof,  showing  where  sitnate,  the  price 
at  which  acquired,  the  price  for  which  sold,  if  sold, 
and  the  present  value,  If  not  sold. 

4.  The  number  of  buildings,  if  any,  where  situ- 
ated, and  the  cost  thereoi^  wUch  may  have  been 
erected  for  the  porpoBe  of  being  rented. 

fi.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch 
bank  orders,  issued  as  currency,  are  received  in  de- 
posit, as  caah,  at  the  parent  bank,  and  at  every 
other  branch  ;  and,  if  not,  to  report  the  eicep- 

6.  Whether  the  branch  bank  notes,  or  the  branch 
bank  orders,  issued  as  currency,  are  at  ■  lUecoiut 
in  any  town  or  city  where  a  branch  bank  is  situ- 
ated ;  or  in  Fhikdelphia,  where  the  parent  bank  is ; 
and  If  so,  the  rate  of  said  discount. 

7.  The  amount  of  the  gold  and  stiver  coin  and 
btdlioD  annually  remitted  by  each  branch  bank  to 
the  parent  bank,  or  to  any  other  [dace  by  the  order 
of  the  parent  buik,  from  ISII  to  18S1,  inoluaive. 

B.  The  annual  ugregate  amount  of  the  expenses 
of  the  bank  and  her  branches,  Irom  1811  to  1831, 
InclosiTe. 

9.  The  annnal  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the 
same,  for  the  same  time,  under  the  heads:  first,  of 
printers  and  editors;  second,  attorneys  and  coun- 
•ellOTS  at  hiw;  third,  eoutingeacies. 

10.  Of  what  coDsists  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Uidted  States,  and  of  such  of  the  branch  banks 
as  are  reported  In  the  monthly  statements  to  have 
capital;  and  the  ^ITereoce  between  the  specie 
which  is  reported  in  one  column  to  be  on  hand,  and 
the  captal  which  is 'reported  in  another. 

11.  Whether  different  rates  of  exchange  are 
taken  at  any  of  the  branchee,  or  at  the  parent  bank, 
on  bills  of  exchange,  as  sold  to  merchania  or  pei^ 
sons  In  official  stations,  and  to  the  body  of  the 
citizens. 

13.  Whether  fkcihdes  for  obtaining  loans  are 
granted  to  persons  Id  oScial  stations,  which  are 
not  extended  to  the  dtizens  seoerally. 

18.  Thu  the  said  Select  Committee  be  empow- 
ered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  We 
oaths  administered  to  witnesses;  and  that  they  be 
allowed  a  clerk,  to  be  pdd  out  of  the  contingent 
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Aind  of  the  Seaate,  to  keep  the  jaarnal  of  their 
proceediDgB,  and  to  take  mi&utcB  of  the  eridence, 
■□d  to   do  SDch  writing  u  ^e   (MHnmittee  nuf 


ThobbdjLT,  February  3. 

Th«  Tariff—Beivetion  iff  Jhttia. 

On  inotioD  of  Mr.  Hatiie,  the  remuDing 

bosiness  of  the  morning  w&s  pi^pODed,  and  the 
re«o!ntion  of  Ur.  Clat,  on  the  aabJeJit  of  the 


about  to  proceed ;  when 

Mr.  Hatks  rose,  and  eaid,  that  before  the 
Benator  oominenoed  hie  remarka,  it  waa  due  to 
him  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  ahonld  explun  the  course 
he  intended  to  pomie.  He  propoaed,  before 
the  qnestion  was  taken,  \a  caJl  for  a  division 
of  it,  ao  aa  to  have  it  first  taken  on  itrikinz  ont 
the  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  EentncKy— 
thvis  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  decide  on  the 
isolated  qaestion,  whether  aoj  redaction  what- 
ever was  t«  be  made  on  the  protected  articles 
during  the  present  session,  or  whether  tlie  re- 
daction wBB  to  be  confined  to  the  anproteoted 
articles,  and  should  extend  only  fo  aii  or  seven 
millioua  of  dollars  after  the  extinction  of  thepnb- 
lie  debt  If  the  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  shonld  prevail,  there  would  of  oonrse 
be  an  end  of  the  whole  question.  Bnt  if  the 
Senate  should  agree  to  strike  out,  his  amwtd- 
ment  would  then  como  up  for  consideration, 
and  would  be  open  to  any  modification  the 
Senate  might  think  proper  to  adopt.  That 
amendment  had  been  origin^y  intended  to 
embrace  what  he  understood  would  be  the 

npodtion  of  the  free  trade  convention.  He 
□nderstood,  howerer,  since,  that  it  varied 
somewhat  from  that  proposition;  and  when 
he  shonld  be  made  aoqntunted  with  the  predse 
character  of  the  views  presented  in  the  me- 
morial of  that  convention,  he  should  probably 
modify  hisamendmentso  as  to  conform  to  them. 
It  was  certainly  not  his  intention  to  increase 
the  taxes;  and  he  shonld  pot  bis  amendment 
in  snch  a  shape  as  to  preclude  the  inference  that 
daties  were  to  be  imposed  on  articles  now  ad- 


appear  to  be  fit  subjects  for  taxation.  Mr.  H, 
went  on  to  say,  that  while  he  was  np  be  would 
notice  an  error  into  which  he  had  fallen  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  on  this  subject  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  which  the  Senator  fh)m 
Kentucky  had  since  brought  to  his  view.  He 
had,  on  that  occasion,  quoted  from  an  "  Expo- 
sition of  evidence  in  support  of  a  memorial  to 
Oongress  of  the  Free  Trade  Convention,  pre- 
pared by  Henry  Lee,  of  Boston,"  a  passage  to 
DO  found  iu  a  note  in  which  certain  extracts 
from  Niles's  Register  were  referred  to  in 
port  of  the  views  of  the  writer.  The  Eipoai- 
tion  having  just  been  put  into  his  hands,  ' 
Ids  attention  b^ng  called  to  this  note,  he 
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read  to  the  Senate  a  senteaoe  in  which  the 
opliiiona  of  Mr,  Nilea  and  thoee  of  Mr.  Lee  were 
ao  connected  together,  u  to  have  made  oa  hia 
mind  the  impreanon,  for  the  moment,  that  the 
whde  aent«noe  had  proceeded  from  Mr.  NUea. 
The  error,  however,  was  corrected  in  the 
printed  speech,  which  asrigos  to  Mr.  Kilea  and 
Jfr.  Lee  the  sentiments  entertained  by  those 
gentlemen,  respectively,  with  regard  to  tbe 
character  of  the  tariff  of  I82B. 

Mr.  Olay  then  proceeded  to  addreaa  tbe 
Senate  in  vindication  of  his  reaolntion,  and  of 
the  protecting  system,  as  follows : 

Eight  years  ago,  it  was  my  painful  duty 
to  present  t«  tiie  House  of  Coomsa  an 
nueia^erated  pictnre  of  thegeneral  ^streoa 
pervading  the  whole  land.  We  muat  all  yet 
remember  some  of  ita  fHghtfnl  featnre*. 
We  all  know  that  the  people  were  then  op- 
pressed and  borne  down  by  an  enormom  load 
of  debt ;  that  the  value  of  property  was  at  the 
lowest  point  of  depreesion ;  that  ruinous  sales 
and  sacrifices  were  everywhere  made  of  real 
estate ;  that  stop  laws  and  relief  laws  and  paper 
money  were  adopted  to  save  tbe  pe<^e  &t>m 
impending  destruction;  that  a  deficit  in  tlie 
public  rerenne  existed,  which  compelled  Qor- 
omment  to  eeiie  upon,  and  divert  from  its  le^t- 
imate  object,  tbe  appropriation  to  the  unkitig 
fond,  to  redeem  the  national  debt;  andtbatoor 
commerce  and  navi^tion  wero  threatened  with 
a  complete  paralysis.  Li  short,  sir,  if  I  were 
to  select  any  term  of  seven  years  ainoe  the 
adoption  of  the  preaent  coostitution,  which  ex- 
hibited a  scene  of  the  moat  wide-spread  dionay 
and  desolation,  it  would  be  exactly  that  tfirm 
of  seven  years  which  immediately  preceded 
the  establishment  of  the  tariff  of  1834. 

I  have  now  to  perform  the  more  pleasing 
task  of  exhibiting  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
eiiatiug  state  of  tne  unparalleled  prosperity  of 
the  country.  On  a  general  survey,  we  behold 
cultivation  extended,  tbe  art^  flourishing,  liia 
face  of  the  country  improved,  our  people  ftdly 
and  profitably  employed,  and  the  public  oonn- 
tenance  exhibiting  tranquillity,  contentment,  and 
happiness.  And,  if  we  descend  into  particular^ 
we  have  the  agreeable  contemplaljon  of  a  peo- 
ple out  of  debt ;  land  rising  slowly  in  \alae,  hat 
in  a  secure  and  aalnta^  d^ree;  a  rmdy, 
though  not  extravagant  market  for  tdl  the  sur- 

SIuB  productions  of  our  industry ;  innumerable 
ocke  and  herds  hrow^g  and  gamboling  on 
ten  thousand  hills  and  plains,  covered  with  rich 
and  verdant  grasses ;  our  cities  expanded,  and 
whole  villages  springing  up,  as  it  were,  by 
enchantment;  our  exports  aitd  imports  in- 
creased and  increasing;  our  tonnage,  foreign 
and  coastwise,  swelling  and  fully  occupied ;  the 
rivers  of  our  interior  animated  by  the  perpetual 
thunder  and  lightning  of  countieas  steamboats ; 
the  currency  sound  and  abundant ;  the  pnblio 
debt  of  two  wars  nearly  redeemed;  and.  to 
crown  allj  the  pnblio  Treasury  overflowing, 
embarrassing  Congress,  not  to  find  aoMects  of 
taxation,  but  to  e^ect  the  objects  which  ih^ 
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be  liberated  from  the  impost.  If  the  term  of 
seven  7ean  were  to  bo  selsctod  of  the  groategt 
prosperitj  whloh  this  people  have  enjoyed  aince 
the  establishioeDt  of  thrir  present  eoostitDtioo, 
it  would  be  eiactlj  that  period  of  seTen  jeaxt 
which  immediAtel/  followed  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  of  1324. 

ThU  truufonnattoa  of  the  condition  of  the 
OWuAtj  ffxa  gloom  atid  djgtress  to  brightnesB 
sod  prosperity,  has  been  munlj  the  work  of 
Amerioan  l^idation,  foeteriog  Amerioan  in- 
dustrr,  initead  of  allowing  it  to  be  cootroUed 
by  foreign  legislation,  cherishiog  foreign  indos- 
t^.  Thefoosof  the  Amerioan  system,  in  1824, 
with  greBt  boldness  and  conlldenoe,  predicted, 
lit.  The  min  of  the  pnblto  revenue,  and  the 
creation  of  a  neoesuty  to  r«eort  to  direct  taxa- 
Hon.  The  gentleman  ttaca  South  Carolina, 
(Ur.  Hi.Tin,)  I  believe,  tbooght  that  the  tariS' 
of  ISM  would  apanlaa  a  reduction  of  revenue 
to  the  large  amonnt  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 
Sd.  The  destrnetion  of  our  navigation.  3d.  The 
desolation  of  oommeroiol  cities.  And  4th.  The 
tmgmentation  of  the  prioe  of  objects  of  coa- 
snmption,  and  further  decline  in  that  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  onr  Bsports.  Gvery  prediction  which 
they  made  has  failed — utterly  miled.  Instead  of 
ttie  min  of  the  pablic  revenue,  with  which  they 
than  Bought  to  deter  ns  from  the  adoption  of 
the  American  system,  we  are  now  threatened 
with  its  sDhvenioD,  by  the  vwt  amognt  of  the 

Enblic  revenue  produced  by  that  system.  Every 
ranch  of  our  navigation  has  increased.  As  to 
the  deeolatioQ  of  onr  cities,  let  ns  t&ke,  as  an 
example,  the  condition  of  the  largest  and  most 
commercial  of  all  of  them,  the  great  Northern 
capital.  I  have  in  my  hands  the  asHessed  valne 
of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  New  York,  from 
1817  to  1881.  This  valne  is  canvassed,  contest- 
ed, somtimzad,  and  adjudged,  by  the  proper 
sworn  anthoritiesL  It  is,  therefore,  entiued  to 
fall  credeaoe.  Daring  the  first  term,  oom- 
mendng  with  1817,  ana  ending  in  the  year  of 
the  passage  of  the  tariff  of  1S24,  the  amonnt  of 
the  valoe  of  real  estate  was,  the  first  year, 
$fi7,T09,4S5,  and,  afl«r  various  flaotoatjona  in 
tiie  intermediate  period,  it  settled  down  at 
$68,010,730,  exhibiting  a  decrease,  in  seven 
years,  of  $5,779,705.  Dnring  the  first  year  of 
183B,  after  the  passage  of  the  tariff,  it  rose, 
and,  gradually  ascending  thronghout  the  wibole 
of  the  latter  period  of  seven  years,  it  finally,  in 
1831,  reached  the  astonishing  height  of  $95,- 
719,4851  Now,  if  it  be  said  that  this  rapid 
growth  of  the  oity  of  New  York  was  the  effect 
oi foreign  amtninvc,  then  it  was  not  correctly 
predicted,  in  1824,  that  the  tariff  woold  destroy 
foreign  commerce,  and  desolate  our  commercial 
cities.  1^  on  the  contrary,  it  be  the  effect  of 
internal  trade,  then  internal  trade  cannot  be 
justly  chargeable  with  the  evil  consequences  im- 
puted to  it.  The  tmth  is,  it  is  the  joint  effect 
of  both  principles,  the  dcmesdc  industry  noar- 
Isfaing  tne  foreign  trade,  and  the  foreign  com- 
merce, in  turn,  nourishing  the  domestic  indus- 
tij.    Nowhere,  more  than  in  New  York,  ia  the 


combination  of  both  principles  so  completely 
developed.  In  the  progress  of  my  argument  I 
will  oonsider  the  effect  upon  the  price  of  com- 
modities, produced  by  the  American  system,  and 
show  that  the  very  reverse  of  the  prediction 
of  its  foes,  in  1824,  has  actually  happened. 

Whilst  thus  we  behold  the  entire  failure  of 
all  that  was  foretold  against  the  system,  it  is 
a  subject  of  joat  felicitation  to  Ita  friends,  that 
all  their  anticipations  of  its  benefits  have  been 
fulfilled,  or  are  in  progress  of  fumiment  The 
bonorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
made  allusion  to  a  speech  made  by  me,  in  182^ 
in  the  other  House,  m  support  of  the  tari^  and 
to  which,  otherwise,  I  should  not  have  particu- 
larly referred.  But  I  would  ask  any  one,  who 
could  now  command  the  courage  to  peruse  that 
long  production,  what  prtaciple  there  lud  down 
is  not  true?  what  prediction  then  made  has 
been  fal^fled  by  practical  exporienoe ! 

It  is  now  proposed  to  abolish  the  system  to 
which  we  owe  so  muchof  tbepnblicprosuerity, 
and  it  is  nrged  that  the  arrival  of  the  period  of  the 
redemptionof  the  publicdcbthas been  confident- 
ly looked  to  as  preuenting  a  suitable  occasion  to 
rid  the  country  of  the  evils  with  which  the 
system  is  alleged'to  be  fraught.  Not  an  inat- 
tentive observer  of  passing  events,  I  have  been 
aware  that,  among  those  who  were  most  eagerlr 
pressing  tl^  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and, 
upon  that  ground,  were  opposing  appropriations 
to  other  great  interests,  there  were  some  who 
oared  less  about  the  debt  than  the  aoompliah- 
ment  of  other  objects.  But  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  not  coupled  the  payment  of 
their  public  debt  with  the  deetmction  of  the 
protection  of  tKeir  industry,  against  foreign  laws 
and  foreign  industry,  lliey  have  been  ac- 
onsti^ned  to  regard  tiie  extinction  of  the  public 
debt  ss  relief  from  a  burden,  and  not  as  the  in- 
fiiction  of  a  curse.  If  it  is  to  be  attended  or 
followed  by  the  subver^on  of  the  American 
system,  and  the  exposure  of  our  establishmenta 
and  onr  prodnctions  to  the  anguarded  conse- 
quences of  the  selfish  policy  of  foreign  powers, 
Uia  payment  of  the  public  debt  will  be  the 
bitterest  of  curses.  Its  fruit  will  be  like  the 
fruit 

"  Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whoso  mortal  taste 
Broaght  death  into  the  world,  aad  >U  our  wo, 
With  low  of  Bden." 

If  the  system  of  protecljon  be  founded  on 
principles  erroneous  in  theory,  pernicious  in 
practice — above  sdl,  if  it  be  nnconstitutional,  as 
IS  all^^  it  ought  to  be  forthwith  abolished, 
BnA  not  a  vestige  of  it  suffered  to  remain.  But, 
before  we  sanction  tills  sweeping  denunciation, 
let  us  look  a  little  at  this  system,  its  magnitude, 
ita  ramifications,  its  deration,  and  the  high  an- 
thorities  which  have  sustained  it.  We  shall  see 
that  its  foes  will  have  accomplished  compara- 
tively nothing,  after  having  achieved  their  pres- 
ent aim  of  breaking  down  our  iron  founderies, 
our  woollen,  cotton,  and  hemp  manuEHCtories, 
and  our  sugar  plantations.    The  destruction,  of 
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tiiese  would  nndoabtedly  lead  to  the  sacrifice 
of  immense  capitnl,  the  rain  of  man;  thouaands 
of  our  fellow-citizen  a,  and  incalculable  loss  to 
the  whole  community.  Bnt  their  prostration 
wonld  not  disfigure,  nor  produce  greater  effect 
upon  the  lehoU  system  of  protection,  in  all  its 
branches,  than  the  destrnctioii  of  the  heaatlfol 
domes  npon  the  capitol  wonld  occasion  to  the 
magnificent  edifice  which  they  aurmonnt.  Why, 
sir,  tJiere  ia  scarcely  an  interest,  scarcely  a  voca- 
tion in  society,  which  ia  not  embraced  by  the 
beneficence  of  thia  system. 

It  comprehends  onr  coasting  tonnage,  and 
trade,  from  which  all  foreign  tonnage  is  abao- 
Intely  excluded. 

It  inclodes  al!  our  foreign  tonnage,  with  the 
inconsiderable  exception  made  by  treaties  of 
reciprocity  with  a  ferf  foreign  powers. 

It  embraces  onr  fisheries,  and  all  our  hardy 
and  enterprising  fishermen. 

It  extends  to  all  Lower  Loniaiana,  the  Delta 
of  which  might  as  well  he  submerged  again  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  which  it  has  been  a 
gradual  conquest,  as  now  to  he  deprived  of  the 
-  protecting  duty  upon  ils  great  staple. 

It  affects  the  cotton  planter  himself,  and  the 
tobacco  planter,  both  of  whoifieinoy  protection. 

Such  are  some  of  the  items  of  this  vast  sys- 
tem of  protection,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
abandon.  We  might  well  pause  and  contem- 
plate, if  human  imagination  could  conceive  the 
extent  of  mischief  and  ruin  from  its  total  over- 
throw, before  we  proceed  to  the  work  of  de- 
struction. Its  duration  is  worthy,  also,  of 
serioua  consideration.  Not  to  go  behind  the 
constitution,  its  date  is  coeval  with  that  instm- 
ment.  It  began  on  the  ever  memorable  4th 
day  of  July — the  4th  day  of  July,  1789.  The 
second  act  which  stands  recorded  in  the  statut« 
hook,  bearing  the  Illustrious  eignatnre  of  George 
Washington,  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  whole 
system.  That  there  might  be  no  mistake  about 
the  matter,  it  was  then  solemnly  proclaimed  to 
the  American  people  and  to  the  world,  that  it 
was  neeestary  for  "  the  enconrwement  and  dto- 
Uction  of  manufactures,"  that  dutiea  sboula  be 
laid.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  the  small  amount  of 
tiie  measure  of  protection  then  extended.  The 
great  principle  was  then  established  by  the 
fathera  of  the  constitution,  with  the  father  of 
his  conntry  at  their  head.  And  it  cannot  now 
be  questioned,  that,  if  the  Government  hod  not 
then  been  new  and  the  subject  untried,  a  greater 
measnre  of  protection  would  have  been  applied, 
if  it  had  been  suppoaed  necessary.  Bbortly 
after,  the  master  minds  of  Jefferson  and  Ham- 
ilton were  brought  to  act  on  this  interesting 
snbjecL  Taking  views  of  it  appertaining  ta 
the  departments  of  foreign  affairs  and  of  the 
Treasury,  which  they  respectively  filled,  tbey 
presented,  severally,  reports  which  yet  remain 
monuments  of  their  profound  wisdom,  and 
came  to  the  same  conclusion  of  protection  to 
American  industry.  Mr,  Jefferson  argued  that 
foreign  restrictions,  foreign  prohibitiona,  and 
foreign  high  duties,  ought  to  be  met,  at  hopie. 


by  American  restrictions,  American  prohiU- 
tions,  and  American  high  duties.  Hr.  Hamil- 
ton, surveying  the  entire  ground,  and  lookiq; 
at  the  inherent  nature  of  the  snlyect,  tnated  tt 
with  an  ability  which,  if  ever  eqaalled,  has  boC 
been  surpassed,  and  eomeatly  reoommended 
protection. 

the  subject  of  the  Amerioan  system  wsi 
again  brought  up  in  1880,  by  the  bill  reoorted 
by  the  Ohairman  of  the  Committee  on  Monii- 
factures,  now  a  member  of  tlie  b«nch  (d  tbt 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
principle  was  snccessfully  maiut^ned  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people ;  bnt  the  lull 
wbioh  they  paased  was  defeated  in  the  Sentt«. 
It  was  received  in  18S4,  the  whole  gnnind 
carefully  and  deliberately  explored,  and  tbt 
bill  then  introduced,  receiving  all  the  sancfion 
of  the  constitution,  became  the  law  of  tlie  Isni 
An  amendment  of  the  system  was  proposed  ii 
1838,  to  the  history  of  which  I  refer  with  no 
agreeable  recollections.  The  bill  of  thatyMT, 
in  some  of  its  provisions,  was  framed  on  priii- 
oiplea  direotly  advene  t«  the  declared  wiabM 
of  the  fiienos  of  the  policy  of  protection.  I 
have  heard  (without  vouching  for  the  fact)  that 
it  was  so  framed,  upon  the  advice  of  a  pnnt- 
inent  dtisen,  now  abroad,  with  the  view  (^ 
ultimately  defeating  the  hill,  and  with  assiv- 
anoes  that,  being  altogether  niuwceptaUe  to 
the  friends  of  the  American  system,  the  bill 
wonld  be  lost  Be-  that  as  it  nu^,  the  inert 
exceptionable  features  of  the  bill  were  stamped 
upon  it,  against  the  earnest  remonstranoes  of 
the  friends  of  the  system,  by  the  votes  of 
Southern  members,  upon  a  prindple,  I  think, 
as  unsound  in  legislation  as  it  is  reprefaensibl* 
in  ethics.  The  bill  was  passed,  notwithstand- 
mg,  it  having  been  deemed  better  to  take  tks 
bad  along  with  tho  good  which  it  contoinsd, 
than  reject  it  altogemer.  Snbseqnent  le^ia- 
tion  has  corrected  very  much  the  error  then 
perpet^rated,  bnt  atill  that  measure  is  vehemently 
denounced  by  gentlemen  who  contributed  to 
make  it  what  it  was. 

Thus,  sir,  has  this  great  system  of  protection 
been  gradually  built,  stone  upon  stone,  and  tUp 
by  step,  from  the  4th  July,  1T8B,  down  to  the 
present  period.  In  every  stage  of  its  progreffl 
it  has  received  the  deliberate  aanction  of  CoH' 
greas.  A  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  th* 
United  States  haa  approved,  and  continues  to 
approve  it  Every  Chief  JtsfSstrate  of  the 
United  States,  from  Washington  to  the  praeert, 
in  some  form  or  other,  has  pven  ta  it  thean- 
thority  of  his  name ;  and,  however  the  opimw* 
of  the  existing  President  are  interpreted  so""' 
of  Uason  and  Dixon's  line,  on  the  north  tbtj 
are,  at  least,  understood  to  favor  the  ostabhst- 
ment  of  Ajudieioui  tarifE. 

The  question,  therefore,  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  determine,  is  not  whether  ** 
shall  establish  a  new  and  donbtful  system  ot 
policy,  just  proposed,  and  for  the  first  tiow 
presented  to  our  cOQSiderMion ;  but  ^'j™^ 
we  shall  break  down  and  desboy  ■  long-W**^ 
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Uahed  aysteiD,  patientl7  and  cireAillj  built  np, 
and  MUiolioDed,  dnriog  a  mtim  of  yeani,  agaiD 
and  ■gain,  br  tho  nation  aod  its  highest'  and 
mart  rerered  anthoritiM.  And  are  we  not 
bonnd  d«IiberM«lr  to  ooowler  whether  we  oan 
prooeed  to  this  work  of  destrnotion  without  a 
vkdatioit  of  the  pablio  faith  ?  The  people  of 
Um  United  State*  iMTOjosdy  snppoeed  that  the 
piriiOT  of  proteetiiw  thetr  iadoetry,  against  for- 
»igu  legiUMion  and  foreign  iodoBtrj,  was  folly 
Mttlod,  not  hj  •  sliigle  act,  bat  by  repeated 
and  deliberate  acta  of  Qovernment,  performed 
at  distant  and  fraqoent  intervals.  In  fnll  con- 
fidenoa  that  the  polio;  was  firtnl;  uid  nn- 
ohaogeahly  fixed,  thoosands  upon  thonsands 
hftTO  invested  their  capital,  pnrohased  a  vast 
amount  of  real  and  other  estate,  made  perma- 
nent eatablishmeDts,  and  aoocHninodated  their 
indnstiy.  Can.  we  ezpoae  to  utter  and  irre- 
tarierahle  ruin  this  oonntlees  mnltitDde,  without 
Justly  incorring  the  reproach  of  violating  the 
national  faith  1 

I  ahall  not  dlsooss  the  oonstitiitional  qoes- 
tioa.  Withoat  meaning  an;  diarespeot  to  those 
who  raise  it,  if  it  be  debatable,  it  has  been  suf- 
ficiently debated.  The  gentleman  from  8oath 
OaioUna  soffered  it  to  fall  nnnotioed  from  bis 
budget;  and  it  was  not  nnlil  after  he  had 
dosed  his  apeeoh  and  reramed  his  seat,  that  it 
oecMirred  to  hiin  that  he  hod  forgotten  it,  when 
be  again  addreeeed  tlte  Senate,  and,  by  a  sort 
oTiwotestatioo  ag^nst  any  conolosion  from  hii 
sileDoa,  pat  forward  the  oqeetion.  The  recent 
Free  Tnkte  0(nventloii  at  Philadelphia,  it  is 
well  known,  were  divided  on  the  question ;  eni 
^thoQcli  the  topic  is  noticed  in  their  addrese  to 
the  pnUio,  tbey  do  not  onnt  their  own  Mi^ 
tJiat  the  .^nerioon  ^stem  is  anaonstitntional, 
bnt  fwprtfMBt  that  mteh  is  the  opinion  of  re- 
meotule  portJoos  of  the  American  people. 
Another  aodress  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  from  a  high  sonrce,  daring  the  past 
jear,  treating  this  snljeot,  does  not  OMert  the 
cnriaion  of  the  diatingmshed  anthor,  bnt  ttaUi 
that  of  otbera  to  be  that  it  is  nneonstitntional. 
'  From  which  I  infer  Uiat  he  did  not,  himseU^ 
bdieve  it  nnoonaldtatiooaL 

[Here  the  Viob  PBCsinxNT  (Mr.  Oalhouk) 
interpoaed,  and  remarked  that  if  the  Senator 
~&om  Eentookj  alluded  to  bim,  he  most  e^ 
that  his  o^ion  was,  that  the  measore  irae  im- 
eonstitationsl.] 

When,  sir,  said  Ifr.  Oli.y,  I  contended  with 
jaa,  side  by  side,  and  with  perhaps  leas  leal 
than  yon  exhibited,  in  1810, 1  did  not  nnder- 
Btand  yon  then  to  consider  the  policy  forbidden 
by  the  conatitation. 

[The  Vtoa  Fbxhdiht  ag^  interposed,  and 
said  that  the  conatitntionid  qnestion  was  not 
debated  at  that  time^  and  that  he  had  never 
expreMed  an  opini<ni  oontrary  to  that  now  ia- 
tinuted.] 

I  give  way  with  pleaear&  said  Hr.  Ci^t,  to 
tbeoe  explanationa,  which  I  hope  will  always 
be  made  when  I  s^  any  thin^  bearing  on  the 
bidividoal  oinnions  ot  the  Obair.    I  know  the 


delicacy  of  tlie  position,  and  sympathize  with 
the  incumbent,  whoever  he  may  he.  It  is  true, 
the  qnestion  was  not  debated  in  1B16  ;  and 
why  not !  Because  it  was  not  debatable ;  it 
was  then  believed  not  fairly  to  arise.  It  never 
has  been  made,  as  a  distinct,  sabstantial,  and 
leading  point  of  objection.  It  never  was  made 
□ntil  the  discasaion  of  the  tariff  of  1B34,  when 
it  was  rather  hinted  at,  as  against  the  spirit  of 
the  oonstitntion,  than  formally  announced,  aa 
being  contrary  to  the  proviwons  of  that  inatra- 
ment.  What  wae  not  dreamt  of  before,  or  in 
181S,  and  scarcely  thonght  of  in  lS2i,  is  now 
made,  by  excited  imaginations,  to  aseame  the 
imposing  form  of  a  seriona  conBtitotional  barrier. 
And  now,  Ur.  President,  I  have  to  make  a 
few  observations  on  a  delicate  rabject,  which  I 
approach  with  all  the  reapoct  that  is  due  to  its 
serions  and  grave  nature.  They  have  not,  in- 
deed, been  rendered  necessary  by  the  speerfi  of 
the  gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina,  whose  for- 
bearance to  QOtioe  the  lopio  was  oommenda- 
ble,  as  his  argnment  tliroiighoat  was  charao- 
terized  by  an  ability  and  dignity  worthy  of 
him  and  of  the  Benate.  The  gentleman  made 
one  declaration,  i^hich  might  possibly  be  mis- 
interpreted, and  I  sobmit  to  him  whether  an 
explanation  of  it  be  not  proper.  The  declara- 
tion, OS  reported  in  his  printed  speech,  is,  "  the 
instinct  of  self-interest  might  have  tanght  as  an 
easier  way  of  relieving  ooreelves  from  this  op- 
pression. It  wanted  bat  the  will  to  have  sap- 
plied  ourselves  with  everj  article  embraced  in 
the  protective  system,  free  of  dnty,  without 
any  other  participation  on  onr  part  than  a  sim- 
pleconsent  to  receive  them."  [HereMr.  HArm 
rose,  and  remarked  that  the  pasBBges,  which 
immediately  preceded  and  followed  the  para- 
graph cited,  he  thoaght,  plainly  indicated  his 
meaning,  which  related  to  evasions  of  the  *p^• 
tem,  by  illicit  introdaction  of  goods,  which 
they  were  not  disposed  to  oonntenance  in 
Sonth  Carolina.]  I  am  happy  to  hear  this  ex- 
planation. Bn^  sir,  it  is  impossible  to  conceal 
from  onr  view  the  facts  that  there  is  great  ex- 
citement in  Soath  Carolina ;  that  the  proteo- 
tive  system  Is  openly  and  violently  denounced 
in  popular  meetings ;  and  that  the  Legislature 
itself  has  declared  its  purpose  of  resorting  to 
connteraoting  measnree — a  anspension  of  which 
has  only  been  snbmitted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  Oongrees  time  to  retraet  its  steps. 
WiUi  respect  to  this  Xltdon,  Mr.  Freddent,  tbe 
truth  cannot  he  too  generally  proclaimed  nor 
too  strongly  incnlcat^  that  it  is  nebeseary  to 
the  wAiib  and  to  all  the  partt — necessai;  to 
those  parts,  indeed,  in  different  degrees,  bat 
vitally  necessary  to  each;  and  that  threats  to 
disturb  or  dissolve  it,  coming  from  any  of  the 
parts,  would  be  qnite  as  indiscreet  and  im- 
proper, as  would  be  threats  from  the  reeidne  to 
exolnde  those  porta  from  tbe  pale  of  its  beneflts. 
The  great  principle,  which  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  free  Government,  is,  that  the  roo- 
Jmlty  most  govern;  from  which  there  is  or  can 
M  no  appeu  bat  to  the  aword.    That  miiontj 
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oDslit  to  govern  wiael?,  equitablj,  moderately, 
and  conetitutionallj,  bat  govern  if  mtut,  aab- 
Ject  onlj  to  that  terrible  appeal.  If  ever  one, 
or  several  States,  being  a  minority,  can,  by 
menaoiDg  a  dissolation  of  tlie  Uaioo,  aacoeod  in 
formiDg  an  abandomnent  of  great  meaaarea 
deetnea  eaeential  to  the  interesta  and  prosperity 
of  the  whole,  the  Union,  from  that  moment, 
ia  practically  gone.  It  may  linger  on,  in  form 
ana  name,  bat  ita  vital  spirit  haa  fled  forever  I 
Entertaining  tUeae  deliberate  opinions,  I  would 
entreat  the  patriotto  people  of  Sonth  Carolina 
— the  land  or  Marion,  Samter,  and  Piokena — of 
Riitledge,  Laorens,  the  Pinckneys,  and  Lowndes 
— of  living  and  preaent  names,  which  I  wonld 
mention  if  they  were  not  living  or  preaent — to 
pauae,  eolemnly  pause  I  and  contemplate  the 
BightM  precipice  which  lies  directly  before 
them.  To  reti^t  may  be  punftil  and  mortify- 
ing to  tJieir  gallantfy  and  pride,  bat  it  is  to  re- 
treat to  the  Union,  to  safety,  and  to  those 
brethren,  with  whom,  or  with  whose  ancea' 
tore,  they,  or  their  ancestor*,  have  won,  on 
fields  of  glory,  imperishable  renown.  To  ad- 
vance, is  to  rush  on  certain  and  inevitable  dia- 
graoe  and  destruction. 

We  have  been  toLd  of  deserted  castles,  of 
nniahabit«d  halls,  and  of  mansions,  onoe  the 
aeats  of  opnlence  and  hospitality,  now  aban- 
doned, and  moaldering  in  mins.  I  never  had 
the  honor  of  being  in  Soath  Carolina ;  bat  I 
have  heard  and  read  of  the  stories  of  ita  chiv- 
alryj  and  of  ita  generoas  and  open-heart«d  lib- 
er^ity.  I  have  heard,  too,  of  the  straggles  for 
power  between  the  lower  and  upper  coantry. 
The  same  oavses  which  existed, in  Yii^nia, 
with  which  T  have  been  acquainted,  I  preHume, 
have  had  their  inflaence  in  Carolina.  In 
whose  hands  now  are  the  once  proud  seats  of 
Weatover,  Caries,  Maycocks,  Sliirley,  and 
others,  on  James  River,  and  in  Lower  Virginia! 
Under  the  operation  of  lawa  abolishing  the 
principle  of  primogeniture,  and  providing  the 
equitable  rule  of  on  equal  diatribntion  of  estates 
among  those  in  eqoal  degree  of  consanguinity, 
they  have  passed  into  other  and  stranger  hands. 
Some  of  the  descendants  of  illustrious  families 
have  gone  to  the  far  West,  whilst  others,  lin- 
gering behind,  have  contrasted  their  present 
condition  with  that  of  their  venerated  ances- 
tors. They  behold  themselves  excladed  tram 
dieir  fathers'  bonses,  now-  ia  the  bonds  of  those 
who  were  once  their  fathers'  overseers,  or  sink- 
ing into  decay;  their  imaginations  punt  an- 
cient renown,  the  fading  honors  of  their  name, 
glories  gone  by ;  too  poor  to  live,  too  proud  to 
work,  too  high-minded  and  honorable  to  resort 
to  ignoble  means  of  acquisition,  brave,  daring, 
ohivolroua,  tehat  can  be  the  caase  of  their  prea- 
ent unhappy  atatet  The  "accursed  tariff"  pre- 
sents itself  to  their  excited  imaginations,  and 
they  blindly  rush  into  the  ranks  of  those  who 
nofurling  the  banner  of  nullification,  wouh 
place  a  Stale  upon  its  sovereignty  I 

The  danger  to  our  Union  does  not  lie  on  the 
«de  of  persistenoe  ia  tbe  American  system,  bat 


that  of  its  abandonment.  If^  as  I  have  sap- 
posed  and  believe,  the  Inhabttanta  of  all  nortli 
and  east  of  James  River,  and  all  west  of  the 
mountains,  incLnding  Louisiana,  are  deeply  In- 
tereetod  in  the  preservation  of  that  system, 
wonld  they  be  reconciled  to  its  overtbroir  I 
Can  it  be  expected  that  two-thirds,  if  not  throe- 
fonrths,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
would  consent  to  the  destraction  of  a  policj 
believed  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  their 
prosperity  ?  When,  too,  this  sacrifice  is  Di&d« 
at  the  instance  of  a  single  interest  which  they 
verily  believe  will  not  be  promoted  by  it  t  In 
estimating  the  degree  of  peril  which  may  bo 
incident  t«  two  oppo^te  conrses  of  hnman  poI- 
icy,  the  ptateaman  wonld  be  ehort-Mgbted  who 
should  content  himself  with  viewing  only  the 
evils,  real  or  ima^nary,  which  belong  to  that 
conrse  which'  is  in  practical  operation.  He 
should  lift  himself  np  to  the  contemplation  of 
those  greater  and  more  certain  doners  which 
might  inevitably  attend  the  adoption  of  the 
alternative  course.  What  wonld  be  the  condi- 
tion of  this  Union,  if  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York,  those  mammoth  members  of  oar  confed- 
eracy, werefirmlyperauaded  that  their  indna- 
try  was  paralyzed,  and  their  prosperity  blighted, 
by  the  enforcement  of  the  British  oolonid  as- 
tern, under  the  delonve  name  of  free  trade  ? 
They  are  now  tranqnil,  and  happy,  and  eon- 
tented,  conscioQS  of  their  welfare,  and  feeling 
a  salutary  and  rapid  circnlation  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  home  manufactures  and  home  iDdnstrj 
throughout  all  their  great  arteries.  But  let 
that  be  checked,  let  t£em  feel  that  a  foreign 
system  is  to  predominate,  and  the  sonrcea  of 
their  subsistence  and  comfort  dried  up ;  \eb 
New  England  and  the  West,  and  the  Middle 
Stat«B,  all  feel  that  they  too  are  the  victims  of 
a  mistaken  policy,  and  let  these  vast  portions 
of  onr  country  despwr  of  any  favorable  change, 
and  then,  indeed,  might  we  tremble  fcv  the 
continuance  and  safety  of  this  Union  I 


Fbidat,  February  8. 

CtUbraiion  <tfth»  BirtAday  of  Wiuhmften. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Obajibbbs,  the  itnnt  reso- 
lution from  the  House  for  the  ^pointment  of 
a  committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  centennial  birthdaj  of  Wash- 
ington, was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohaubers,  the  Ohair  wsa 
directed  to  appoint  the  committee. 

Mr.  Chaubbbs  moved  thirteen  as  the  num- 
ber of  the  committee,  Mr.  Boqolbs  twenty- 
four,  and  Mr.  Wustkb,  five.  The  last  number 
was  adopted. 

Tdebdit,  Eebmary  7. 

CtUbratiim  t^f  t&«  BirikSxen  iff  Waihmgtm, 

The  following  members  were  annonnoed  m 

having  been  qipointed  b;  the  Ohair  on  t^ 
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joint  committee  for  mftkiog  arrangements  for 
nelebratiog  the  centonnial  birthd&7  of  Wasbiug- 
ton,  pnrsnant  to  the  order  of  jeaterAaj,  viz; 
Ur.  Taebwell,  Ht.  Smith,  Hr,  Oiat,  Ht,  Wbb- 
■TBa,  and  Mr.  Tbodp. 

The  jonraal  haviiig  been  read, 

Hr.  TizBwiu,  rose,  and  aaid  that  he  per- 
ceived in  die  jonmat  of  jesterday'e  proceedings 
bb  name  on  the  committee  appointed  in  cim- 
jnnctiou  with  the  eommittee  of  the  other 
Hoose,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements 
for  the  celebration  of  the  cenl«iinial  birthda; 
of  tbe  first  President  of  the  United  States.  It 
wonld  be  reooQected  that  the  condition  of  tbe 
Senate  was  sncbj  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
tbe  Joint  resolution,  under  which  the  commit- 
tee wss  appointed,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
its  preeidins  officer  to  distingaiah  the  dlssentdng 
vote  given  07  himself  and  two  other  Senators 
In  opposition  to  the  measare.  Although  op- 
posed to  serving  on  tbe  committee,  he  wonld 
not  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  the  applica- 
tion be  was  abont  to  make,  did  he  not  feel  it 
hia  duty  to  annonnce  decidedly  his  sentimenta 
in  relation  to  tbe  pnrpose  for  which  the  oom< 
mittee  was  instituted.  Were  it  one  of  the 
ordinar7  committees  that  be  was  then  called 
vpoa  to  serve  in,  be  should  not,  however  irk- 
some the  service,  have  asked  to  be  exonsed ; 
but  when  a  depntation  of  tbat  bod7  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  committee  of  tbe  other 
Hoose,  tbat  deputation  should  express  a  unani- 
mona  opinion  in  relation  to  the  buainess  on 
which  they  were  to  act ;  ajid  he,  therefore,  en- 
tertaining different  views  from  those  intended 
by  the  reaoiution,  was  compelled  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  excuse  him  from  serving.  Though, 
on  ordinary  occasions,  he  was  disposed  to  make 
a  sacrifice  of  bis  own  feelings,  his  own  wishes, 
and  his  own  convenience,  yet,  on  this,  he  felt 
it  hia  dat7  to  oppose,  in  tbe  most  deciuve  man- 
ner, the  consummation  of  a  pnrpose,  to  the  in- 
ception and  concoction  of  whica  be  had  been 
equally  opposed.  Man-worship,  how  great  ao- 
ever  tbe  man.  Mr.  T.  stud  be  would  ever 
oppose.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  Ben- 
ale  would  appoint,  in  bis  place,  some  other 
gentleman,  whose  sentiments  and  feelings  bet- 
ter qualified  him  to  serve  on  tJte  committee. 

Mr.  T.  was  then  excused. 

Mr.  Tboop  also  asked  to  be  excused  from 
serving  on  tbe  committee.  Mr.  T.  spoke  in  bo 
low  a  tone  of  voice,  as  to  be  scsrc^y  audible 
in  the  reporter's  seat ;  but  be  was  understood 
to  give  the  same  reasons  for  wishing  to  be  ex- 
cused as  were  given  by  Mr.  Tjizbwsll. 

Mr.  White,  at  a  subsequent  part  of  tbe  day, 
also  asked  to  be  exonsed.  He  add  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  reasons  assimed  b7  the  gentle- 
idan  from  Virginia,  diaqoalifled  bim  from  serv- 
ing. He,  too.  was  optwsed  to  tbe  resolution, 
and  had  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  W.  was  likewise  excused. 

Mr.  Surm  also  reqnested  to  be  excused,  in 
consequence  of  iU  heidtb.  He  had  been  indis- 
posed  in  consequence  of  Joining  in  celebrMing 
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tbe  Sth  of  January,  and  was  oorapeUed  to  con- 
fine himself  witbin  doors  when  not  engaged  in 
duty  at  tbe  Senate,  especiall7  in  the  evening. 
Mr.  S.  was  accordingt7  excused, 

T^  Tatif—BtdaeUon  <tf  Datiei. 

Vr.  Manoitu  said :  Tbe  resolution  upon  tbe 
table  contuns  matter  of  high  and  ^reat  import 
It  involves  principles  mingling  in  ^eep  and 
dangerous  connection  with  the  interests  and 
passions  of  great  masses  of  this  Donfederao7. 
It  involves  a  final  decision  upon  this  tariff  pol- 
icy, now  presented  in  a  naked,  unmitigated — 
ay,  aggravated  form.  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as 
the  moat  momentoua  question  which  has  ever 
been  submitted  to  any  delitjerative  assembly  in 
this  country,  since  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
constitution — as,  indeed,  tbe  most  fearftiUy  mo- 
mentous tbat  bas  ever  occurred  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  American  people,  witb  the  an- 
gle exception  of  the  declaration  of  Amerioau 
independence. 

This  policy.  In  its  Inception  and  in  its  prog- 
ress, has  been  marked  witb  stru^lea,  keen, 
fierce,  and  reaolved.  In  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  all  the  elements  of  discontent  are  stir- 
ring and  heaving  in  frightful  agitation.  The 
EassioDs  are  tbrooging  to  the  contest.  It  is  no 
inger  discassed  as  a  question  of  political  econ- 
omy, but  as  a  naked  question  of  liberty,  ^all 
this  coarse  of  things  endure  longer!  Is  there 
any  lover  of  his  country  who  can  contemplate 
it  witbont  deep  and  painful  refiections!  Shall 
this  beantiful  jabrie  of  our  liberties  be  perilled 
in  a  contest  of  mere  selfish  interests,  uncalled 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  tbe  country,  and  unre- 
deemed by  any  high,  noble,  and  pabiotio  con- 
siderations ) 

This  question  has  been  argued  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  upon  the 
assumption  tbat  a  large  portion  of  thia  country 
are  laooring  for  an  entire  demolition  of  those 
establiabmento ;  and  appeals  have  beeninade  to 
excite  every  motive  of  interest,  and  arouse 
every  selfish  principle^  to  rally  aronnd  this 
tariff  ayatem,  and  protect  it  from  the  assanlta 
of  its  rutblesa  aasaUantB. 

Sir,  these  appeals  have  been  made  witb  ad- 
miralile  sagacity — with  a  deep  conviction  that 
the  system  can  be  muntained  only  by  arouung 
the  passions,  and  eioluding  the  Ughta  of  calm 
and  sober  reason.  But,  sir,  bas  this  assump- 
tion aJiy  foundation  in  faotf  la  there  any 
party  in  this  country  tbat  seeks  to  demolish  the 
manufiLcturing  establishmenta  ?  la  there  any 
which  is  not  deeply  impressed  with  tbe  difficult 
and  deUoate  reapoosibility  of  re-organixing  our 
system  of  impt^ta,  and  ai^osting  the  datiea, 
witb  a  due  r^ard  to  all  the  great  intereata  of 
tbe  country  I  If  there  be  any  such  party,  it  is 
onknown  to  me.  Sir,  tbe  great  object  of  those 
whom  I  represent,  and  with  whom  I  associate^ 
is  to  adjust  titis  system  so  as  to  approximate^ 
as  near  aa  may  be,  an  equal  participation  in  tlie 
burdens  and  benefits  of  the  Govemmeot 
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table  t  It  is  to  aggt&v»,to  the  evU.  It  iB  to 
Qia  ii«o«wariw  of  the  poor  toan,  while  the  rich 
may  revel  in  Inznrias,  u  free  from  t&zatioB  as 
the  ^r  he  bre&thes.  It  is  to  inoreaae  the  ci- 
trsTflgaDt  bounties  already  enjoyed  by  the  rich 
oapit^iat,  by  diminlBhing  the  CMt  of  many  of 
the  articles  which  enter  into  the  consamption 
of  hig  establishment.  The  dnties  in  tlie  shape 
of  protection  remain  tlie  same  nominally,  while 
in  fact  they  are  enhanced  to  the  whole  amoimt 
of  dednction  hvm  the  prices  of  artiolea  con- 
snined  by  the  mannfaotarer  and  hie  laboren. 

The  only  featnre  of  mitigation  is  to  be  found 
in  the  rednction  of  the  amonnt  of  revenue. 
This,  however,  is  more  than  coonterbalanced 
by  the  increased  inequality  in  the  action  of  the 
system.  Bat  if  a  system  of  imposts  sball  be 
adopted  in  pnrsnance  of  the  policy  of  the  reso- 
lotion,  what  will  be  the  extent  of  the  rednotion 
of  the  revenne  t  The  Senator  from  Eeatncky 
estimates  it  at  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  others 
are  of  opinion  that  it  wonld  be  between  five 
and  six ;  snppoM  it  to  be  seven  miUions,  we 
ehonld  then  have  an  annual  revenue  varying 
between  eighteen  and  twenty-three  millions  of 
dollars,  when  the  actnal  oeceesitiee  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not,  and  onght  not  to  require 
more  than  ten  millions  to  be  raised  b j  revenue. 
The  people  are  then  to  be  taxed  from  eight  to 
twelve  and  even  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nually, more  than  the  actual  wants  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  if  the  policy  Indicated  by  this  resoln- 
tion  shall  nltimately  prevail.  Bir,  can  this  pol- 
icy soothe  the  diaoontents  of  the  public  mmd, 
and  restore  harmony  to  the  distracted  oonneils 
of  this  oonntry  1  Can  It  heal  those  divisions 
that  have  so  extensively  and  fearfully  impaired 
the  oonfidenoe  and  sundered  the  affeotions  of 
distant  and  important  Pjute  of  this  oonfeder- 
aoyt  Bir,  it  oarmot.  The  whole  Sooth  will 
regard  it  with  fixed  aversion.'  Tbey  will  view 
it  as  a  proof  that  oar  distant  brethren  have  bat 
little  respect  for  onr  feelings ;  that  they  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  onr  friendly  remonstrances,  and 
heed  not  the  narrative  of  onr  violated  rights 
and  multiplied  wroags.  Sir,  it  doe*  violence 
to  every  conception  of  a  f^«e  Government  It 
is  subvermve  of  every  maxim  of  an  enlight- 
ened political  economy,  and  it  ia  ntt^rly  re- 
gardless of  that  confidence  and  affeotion  ce- 
mented by  mutnal  interest,  which  oonstitnte 
the  broad  basis — and  the  only  basis — upon 
wUch  rests  the  noble  structure  of  our  free  in- 
stitntlons.  It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  taking 
broad  and  statennaii-like  views,  and  looking 
afar  off,  to  pereerere  in  a  policy  which,  by  rix 
or  seven  ctxttigaons  States  in  the  Union,  is  be- 
lieved to  bring  to  them  nothing  bat  pare, 
nnmixed  evil,  and  which  a  large  m^ority  of 
the  people  of  that' region  believe  to  be  in  vio- 
lation of  the  sfirit  and  printuples  of  the  oon- 
■titationl 


WBDiraSDtT,  February  8. 

CthbratioTt  ttftkt  Birthday  qf  Wiuhington, 

Hr.  DioxxBBOH  said  that,  perceiving  bis  name 
[in  the  place  of  Mr.  Whitb,  excnsed]  on  tbe 
oominlttee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  oommemoratiim 
of  Washington's  birthday,  he  wished  to  be  ex- 
cused from  serving  upon  it,  for  the  same  rea- 
sons which  were  given  by  the  gentlemen  who 
were  yesterday  excused.  He  was  not  in  fkror 
of  tiie  object  for  which  tbe  committee  was 
Mipointed,  nor  did  he  voto  for  the  resolution. 
Me  wi^ed  to  pay  all  possible  respect  to  the 
memory  of  Washington.  He  hopied  the  Senate 
would  adjonm  over  that  day,  and  onito  with 
other  citizens  in  the  nenal  observances  of  the 
day.  But  he  could  see  no  good  reason  why 
Owgress  shoold  depart,  on  this  occasion,  fVom 
the  customary  mode  of  honoring  tbe  day.  He 
wished  to  be  exoosed  from  serring  on  tlie  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hatni  suggested  to  the  Senator  that,  •■ 
his  name  was  npon  the  oommittec^  and  as  ser- 
eral  gentlemen  had  already  been  excused,  b« 
had  better  remun  a  member  of  it ;  and,  if  be 
had  any  objections  to  any  other  observance  at 
the  day  than  an  a^joarmnent,  he  oonid  state 
them  to  the  joint  oommittee,  who  would,  per- 
hape,  be  governed  by  his  snggestiona. 

Mr.  DioxsBBON  felt  no  disposition,  be  said,  to 
go  into  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  op- 
posing &6  views  and  designs  of  the  majority  of 
that  committee.  It  wo^d  be  nnpleaaant  to 
him  to  be  placed  in  that  situation.  He  would 
propose  to  withdraw  from  it  entirely. 

Mr.  UtixaK  called  for  the  reading  of  Um  rce- 
olntion ;  and,  alter  it  was  read,  he  remarked 
that,  as  the  resolution  agreed  to  assnioe  that 
we  shall  join  the  House  in  celebrating  tbe 
day,  genuemen  oonld  have  no  objection  to 
serving  on  the  oommittee.  Having  adopted 
the  resolution,  he  thought  the  Senate  was 
bound  to  proceed  in  tiie  aooomplisbment  of  the 
d^gn. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  was  not  present,  be  swd,  whai 
the  resolution  was  passed.  He  thonKht  it  an 
improper  mode  of  paying  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased.  He  was  also  uninformed 
bow  the  expenses  of  the  ftte,  if  there  was  to 
be  one,  were  to  be  defrayed.  He  was  willing 
to  eicnse  tiie  honorable  Senatw  from  New 
Jersey,  if  he  believes  he  conld  not,  with  pn>- 
priety,  consent  to  join  in  the  olfjecta  ot  the 
committee. 

Tbe  qnestlon  being  put,  it  was  dedded  in 
favor  oi  exonmng  the  Senator. 

[The  committee  on  the  part  ot  tbe  Senat* 
oltunately  consisted  of  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Wbb- 
erxB,  Mr.  PourosxTSB,  Mr.  Ohambkbb,  and  Mr. 
Bom.] 

Immted  Illegal  CurrBney  of  the  £ani  qf  Iht 
OhiUd  Stata  in  th»  Ibrm  ^  BraneA  Btaii 
Order*  or  »mgil  Ih^tt  on  lie  MotAtr  Bank. 
Mr.  Dallas  moved  that  the  rqwrt  received 
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yeaterd^  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  TreasQry, 
In  reply  to  Ur.  Bbston'b  resolution,  making 
Inquiries  in  relation  to  the  onrrency  of  the 
Bulk  of  the  United  States,  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Oommittee  on  that  sobject. 

Mr.  Bkhtoit  said  his  statement  of  the  amonnt 
of  this  Bpeoies  of  onrrenoy  in  oircnluion,  w*b 
mere  matt«r  of  opinion  when  he  spoke  npon 
the  subject  two  weeks  ago.  The  bank,  in  none 
of  Its  reports  or  pnblioatioiis,  had  ever  discrim- 
intted  between  the  notes  and  the  orders ;  and, 
Jndgiiig  from  the  iiniTeriality  of  the  orders  in 
the  West,  he  had  formed  an  opinion  that  tiiey 
must  aiDonnt  to  about  ten  raillioDs.  Senators, 
who  snpposed  him  to  say  thirty  or  forty  mil- 
lions, must  have  taken  an  expression  which  re- 
lated to  the  whole  amount  of  the  bank  issaes, 
notes  and  orders,  which  are  retnmed  at  forty 
millions.  To  settle  the  qnestion,  however,  and 
to  aacertaiD  the  qoantjty  of  orders  ont,  he  had 
Bnbmitted  a  call  npon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary,  and,  if  he  had  not  the  information, 
through  him  upon  the  president  of  the  bank, 
to  ascertain  the  amonnt  That  call  had  been 
answered.  It  was  received  yesterday,  and 
gives  rise  to  the  present  motions  for  referenoea 
to  different  committAea.  From  that'  answer 
we  see  that  the  praotioe  of  issniog  orders  as 
cnrrency  began  in  Jaiy,  1887;  and  that  abont 
■even  millions  had  been  issued  unce  that  time, 
or  this  seven  millionB,  abont  Ave  millions  are 
bdieved  to  be  in  actual  circulation ;  which,  in 
bet,  was  less  than  he  had  expected.  Bnt  the 
eanse  of  his  miscalonlation  was  shown  in  the 
President's  answer. 

He  (Hr.  B.)  had  sopposed  that  all  the 
branohee  issned  thia  dasniption  of  onrrenov; 
bat,  in  ktokins  over  the  statement  sent  in,  he 
fonnd  that  ^e  more  remote  and  frontier 
bnnohes  alone  were  set  at  this  work ;  while 
the  great  branchee  in  the  capitals  and  empo- 
riams  of  the  old  States,  and  m  this  capital  of 
the  Union,  did  no  snch  thing.  The  Sonthem 
aad  Western  branches  made  these  iMnea,  and  a 
few  others  of  the  snaUor  class ;  bnt  the 
branches  tn  Richmond,  Baltimore,  New  York, 
Boston,  and  this  city,  Issned  none.  Why  this 
difference )  Is  it  that  the  intelligence  of  the 
graat  cities  would  detect  the  difference  be- 
tween a  note  and  an  order,  while  the  inhab- 
itants cX  the  South  and  West,  and  other  re- 
note  or  obscure  places,  would  take  the  orders 
without  knowing  the  difference,  like  unfledged 
robins  swallow  U)e  gravel  which  wanton  boys 
throw  them  in  place  of  crumbs  of  bread! 

Mr.  DAIJ.AS  said  that  be  did  not  precisely 
understand  whether  the  gentleman  ft'om  Mis- 
Bonri  intended  his  present  resolntirm  as  a  snb- 
stitnte  for  Uie  one  ne  had  presented,  on  a  fbi^ 
mer  day,  in  relation  to  the  same  ot^eot.  [Ur. 
Bk!(tos  said  yea,  with  the  exception  of  print- 
ing.] Ur.  Dallas  said  the  qnestion  was  one  of 
great  interest,  and  moved  that  the  report  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Select  Oommittee 
on  the  subject  of  the  bank.  He  wished  to 
state  one  in^ortaot  faot,  vis.,  tiutt  the  whole 


amonnt  of  these  orders  did  not  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars,  He  stated  this,  because  it 
had  been  asserted  by  the  gentleuian,  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  that  the  amount  was  thirty  or 
fort7  millions.  Another  allegation  was,  that , 
the  effeet  of  these  orders  was  to  drain  the  spe- 
cie from  the  western  and  southwestern  portions 
of  the  Union.  Ur.  D.  said,  it  appeared,  from 
the  statements  of  the  bank,  that,  daring  the 
period  of  five  years,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
specie  from  New  Orleans  did  not  eioeed  five 
millions,  and  but  eight  millions  from  the  whole 
Western  country.  He  thought  it  Incumbent 
npon  him  to  oommnnicate  these  facts  to  the 
Senate,  to  prevent  any  misoonception  in  oonse- 

Jaenoe  of  the  assertions  which  had  been  made. 
II  relation  to  the  qnestion  of  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judioiary,  Ur. 
D.  said  that  the  question  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  banic  drafts  bad  been  decided  by  t£e  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country,  and  the  referenoe 
to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary  seemed  to 
involve  a  question  which  had  already  been  de- 
cided. It  seemed  to  bim  that  the  subject 
sboold  he  referred  to  the  committee  that  had 
the  qnestion  of  the  reohartering  of  the  bank  in 
their  charge,  with  the  design  that  thej  might 
inquire  into  the  subject,  aw,  if  they  found  it 
improper  or  injurious,  to  forbid  the  practice  in 
Uie  fnture  charter,  if  the  bank  shonld  be  re- 
chartered.  In  this  lif^t,  he  though  the  subject 
belonged  peculiarly  to  the  Select  Oommittee  mi 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  the  1<^ 
question  had  been  already  Judidatly  decided, 
and  that,  therefore,  there  was  do  propriety  in 
the  reference  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

Ur.  Shits  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
indistinctly  heard.  He  was  understood  to  say 
tltat,  in  relation  to  the  bank's  drawing  speda 
from  the  West,  that  such  was  not  the  effect 
there,  more  than  in  other  porUons  of  the 
Union,  which  effeet  had  been  censed  by  the 
dreadfnl  pressure  of  trade  over  the  whole  conn- 
tiT ;  and  that  the  specie  did  not  go  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  but  to  England.  The 
spede  drawn  from  Baltimore  was  as  n«at  as 
that  which  had  been  draiirn  from  the  Western 
States,  or  uiywhere  else.  When  the  bank  is 
called  on,  said  Ur.  S.,  it  cannot  deny  the  payment 
of  the  specie  for  these  orders.  How  elae  can 
the  bank  manage  them  as  they  now  do  t  Unst 
they  go  to  all  the  branch  hanks  for  aid,  on 
every  ocoasion  1  Without  this  ourrenoy,  they 
cannot  avoid  it.  It  ii,  therefore,  a  neoeasary 
practice  to  obviate  the  difficulties  which  wonld 
otherwise  be  inanrmountaUa. 

Ur.  Bs5T0it  rose  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to 
the  venerable  Senator  from  Uaryland,  (Ur. 
Shtth.)  That  Senator  was  not  present  when 
this  discussion  began,  and  had  not  heard  the 

ispers   read,  npon    which    It   was   founded. 

rhese  papers    showed  that  the   branches  in 

Eiestion  had  been  sending  up  hard  mon^  to 
e  parent  bank,  for  years  bMbre  the  exptnia- 
tion  of  specie  began.  The  remittanoee  tnaa. 
the  Sonth  and  West  dated  from  1B37— the  ox- 
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portation  liad  onJj  began  ia  Jnne  last.  It  wu 
not  a  call,  in  distress,  which  the  buik  hod 
maile,  but  a  Bjat^matio  abduction,  which  bad 
beiiu  tpiiiS  on  ft"'  }'e&rs.  Every  Soathem  and 
Western  branoh  wa«  drained  of  its  specie  b; 
this  process.  The  disproportion  between  the 
q>ecie  on  hand,  and  the  paper  put  ont  by  these 
branches,  was  excasstye,  enormons,  and  ap- 
palling. At  Pittabnrg,  forty  to  one ;  at  Les- 
.  ington,  twenty  to  one ;  at  Nashville,  twenty  to 
one ;  at  New  Orleans,  sixteen  to  one ;  at  Fay- 
etleTJUe,  North  Carolina,  about  seventy  to  one, 
Snch  were  the  retams  of  last  December.  It 
was  the  abdnotion  of  the  preoions  metale  which 
had  rednced  the  Bonthem  aadWeetern  branch- 
es to  this  lean  and  famished  condidon,  of  which 
he  complained.  It  waa  of  the  onrrenc 
and  dangeroQS,  for  which  there  was 

3aate  means  of  redemption,  tliat  he  i 
emanding  investigations,  and  beseeching  the 
friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btates  not  to 
fly  it. 

Mr.  Dallas  said  that  he  wonld  cell  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  some  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Hissonri. 
He  was  desirous  to  correct  certain  errors  which 
that  gentleman  had,  no  doubt  nnintentionally, 
fallen  into  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  in  bis  remarks  of  this  morning.  He  has 
stated  that  the  effect  of  the  paper  currency  is 
to  distress  the  Sonthwestern  and  Western 
States,  and  that  they  were  the  sections  ezoln- 
Envely  where  the  orders  were  sent ;  that  it  was 
the  borden  and  nnenlightened  parts  of  society 
that  were  chosen,  Ac.  I  have  only  to  remark, 
that  the  towns  of  Providence,  Bnrlington, 
Utica,  Buffalo,  Pittsbnrg,  and  others,  where  an 
equal  or  greater  omonnt  is  sent,  ore  not  in  the 
unenlightened  condition  which  the  gentleman 
snpposos,  nor  in  the  sonthwestern,  or  qnite  in 
the  western  extremities  of  this  Union.  Mr.  D. 
read  a  statement  of  the  amount  sent  to  each  of 
the  branches  in  these  and  other  places,  show- 
ing that,  instead  of  the  currency  being  confined 
to  the  West,  it  was  drcolating  in  every  portion 
of  the  country ;  and  that,  by  recnrrine  to  the 
statement  of  the  bank,  they  wonld  nud  that 
the  Ancient  Dominion  was  not  excepted.  To 
Norfolk  there  were  also  buik  orders  sent ;  that 
they  had,  therefore,  been  diffnsed  throoghoot 
the  yarions  sections  of  the  Union,  and  to  the 
Tsrions  branch  banks  in  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle and  Sonthem,  as  well  as  to  the  Western 
States.  I  will  refer,  said  Mr.  D.,  to  another 
mistake  which  the  gentleman  has  Mien  into. 
He  says  that  the  West  is  drained  of  its  gold  and 
silver.  Now,  by  the  statement  of  the  bank,  it 
seems  that,  of  aU  the  specie  that  is  drawn  from 
the  West,  there  are  five  millions  drawn  from 
New  Orleans  alone,  and  all  that  is  drawn  from 
the  whole  Western  conntry  is  bnt  eight  mil- 
lions— which  leavee  only  three  millions  from 
that  entire  portion  of  the  Union,  exclnsive  of 
New  Orlean^  which  city  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  accuse  of  being  vnenlight- 
ened,  and  which  is  peculiarly  well  utnat«a  to 
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be  the  channel  of  speoie.  There  were,  tin, 
hut  three  millions  orawn  from  thoee  parts  rf 
the  West  which  could  be  oalled  frontier  settle- 
menta.  Tbey  had  thns  oontribnted  ahmet  noth- 
ing— comparatively  nothing — when  the  wb^ 
amount  paid  to  the  bank  by  other  ptntiooK^ 
the  conntry  was  considered.  Mr.  D.  felt  it  bis 
dnty  to  express  theee  sentiments  to  the  Senate, 
that  they  might  know  the  true  state  of  tbs 
case,  and  the  reeeens  why  he  bad  moved  to 
refer  the  report  to  the  Select  Committee  on  tlw 
bank  subject. 

Mr.  JoKKSioB  HMd  that  he  did  not  aoppoM 
that  the  qneition  should  be  discussed  at  tin 
time  by  the  Senate,  bnt  that  it  should  be  left  to 
the  Select  Committee ;  and,  if  any  question  (i> 
which  the  present  discussion  woold  be  popcr, 
it  would  be  on  the  rechartering  of  the  btiiL; 
to  which  point  there  wonld  be  a  more  siutaUt 
application  of  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemm 
from  Missouri.  Sir,  I  listened  to  the  gortfe- 
man  with  astonishment  the  other  d^,  and  vn 
surprised  at  bis  excitement  upcm  the  sobjcct. 
I  think  he  mnst  certainly  be  somewhat  pr^i- 
diced,  or  that  he  does  not  comprehend  Che  ia- 
terests  of  the  Western  people  with  regard  to 
this  subject.  Sir,  what  great  evils  have  bea 
experienced  from  the  circulation  ef  these  ordas 
in  the  West  since  they  were  first  issued  i  Th^ 
were  issued  because  it  was  diffionlt  to  oany  on 
the  eoncems  of  the  institution  without  then. 
It  was  said  the  hank  had  failed,  because  tlis 
managers  had  sud  that  it  was  impoesiUe  to 
pay  the  bills  in  every  portion  of  the  UniciL, 
whenever  they  might  be  presented,  and  specie 
demanded.  But,  sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  equally  the  liberty  of  exchange  with 
the  other  banks,  and  on  equal  curreocy,  with 
more  gold  and  ulver ;  yet  this  could  not  be  «i- 
pectea  if  the  branoh  bonks  oould  not  gin 
checks  on  one  another,  and  on  the  parent  insd- 
Does  not  the  very  idea  of  a  brandi 
bank  include  this  privilege !  Would  it  be  vio- 
lating its  charter  to  exert  it  t  And  does  not 
the  parent  bonk  now  eiobange  wiUi  them  theM 
orders  as  well  as  smaller  sums  of  mraiey  kt 
the  benefit  and  oonvenience  of  tbe  pnUicI 
Sir,  the  banks  not  only  pay  theee  small  bill^ 
but  give  checks  on  one  another,  and  in  tbii 
way  the  exchange  is  muntuced.  And  the 
banks  cannot  be  conducted  or  the  people  ao- 
commodated  in  any  other  way.  Mr.  J.  esid  he 
did  net  wish  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  himself,  or  interrupt  the  debate  on  otho' 
subleots.  But  when  he  saw  this  qncBtion  io- 
troaaced  in  this  peculiar  manner,  by  snbmitting 
resolutions  colling  for  information,  and  thea, 
before  it  was  obtained,  to  proceed  with  a  pre- 
mature discussion  calculated  to  mislead  the 
public — inflame  their  minds — and  excite  their 
prqodicee  against  the  bank — he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  eiplun  the  ol^eot  of  these  orders  and  show 
that  they  were  not  fraught  with  misohief|  and 
followed  "by  distress  and  ruin,  as  the  gentleman 
bad  attempted  to  indnoe  ns  to  believe.  The 
gentleman  has  said  that  there  were  to  the 
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smonot  of  forty  millionB  of  these  orders  In  oir- 
enlotioii ;  and  tiiat  the  whole  West  was  drained 
of  its  gold  and  ^ver.  Why,  sir,  I  know  that 
this  b  not  the  caw.  I  was  myself  at  New  Or- 
leana  Un  season,  and  I  know  that,  for  the  &vb 
mUlions  tent  to  the  parent  bank,  there  were 
nioe  millioDS  retarned  from  the  markets  of  our 
iHvdnoe  to  replace  it ;  Kid,  so  far  from  there 
Wng  a  defidanoj  of  gold  and  silver,  &b  aeia- 
eral  anxietf  waa  to  know  what  to  do  with  it 
Doe*  not  the  gentleniaii  know  tbat  tlie  rich 
cooDtries  of  Ueiico  and  the  otlier  gold  and  ul- 
Tsr  regions  are  directly  open  to  our  trade? 
That  DDT  prodnoe  is  sent  out  there,  and  onr 
riiipa  oome  home  ioAded  with  specie?  This  is 
tJhe  genera]  oonrse  and  eff^t  of  that  trade ; 
and  when  the  specie  is  brought  into  Kew  Or- 
leans, the  great  question  is  how  to  dispose  of 
iL  This  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  per- 
fDrms  fbr  OS  by  bwiroorting  it  at  their  own 
expense.  Sir,  when  the  qnution  comes  np  in 
order  before  the  Braate,  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
satis^  yon  that  the  Weetwn  people  are  bene- 
fited, iiist«ad  of  being  ininred,  oj  this  our- 
reney ;  and  that  the  cinnuation  of  the  specie 
oonld  not  be  effected  withoat  the  aid  of  this 


Thussdat,  Febmary  9. 
The  reaolndoDB  sabmitted  yesterday  by  Ur. 
BwKTon  and  Mr.  Spttiaux  were  oonndered  and 
adopted. 

Th*  Tariff— BadtiOion  tif  Jhttia. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  consideration  of  Ur. 
Olai's  resolntion  respecting  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Ttlkb,  of  Virginia,  s^d :  The  honorable 
Senator  flrom  Kentni&y  (Mr.  Olat)  had  drawn 
a  glowing  pictare  of  the  condition  of  the  conn- 
try.  He  had  ep<A«i  of  this  as  the  golden  age 
of  these  confederated  States.  By  the  magic  of 
bis  eloqneoee  he  had  transported  as  to  what, 
with  (dMsioftt  taste,  he  was  pleased  to  csll,  La 
Belle  Bividre,  and,  sailing  down  its  stream,  he 
pointed  ont  to  ns  a  smilmg,  animated  scene — 
villagee  rlring  op  in  endless  snocession  on  its 
banln,  while  the  arts  were  g^y  meeting  us  at 
every  step.  Frem  thence  he  led  ns  into  the 
interior  of  his  own  State,  and  there  agiun  all 
was  beantifo)  and  entioing.  Widely  extended 
lAwni — animated  groves — and  hilb  covered 
with  nnmberleas  flocks.  All  was  gay — all  was 
beantifol— ell  enchanting.  He  then  translated 
OS  to  the  Korth,  and  agdn  we  stood  in  fairy 
ItfuL  Here  floorished  the  arte,  and  the  bazi 
of  industry  arose  from  numberless  villages. 
And,  finally,  to  touch  off  with  still  deepei  tint 
the  glowing  s^ene,  be  pointed  to  ns  that  great 
mait  of  ooDuneroe,  the  city  of  New  York — the 
modem  Tyre.  Bnt  the  honorable  Senator  here 
stopped — liis  nenoil  fell  from  his  hands,  when 
be  turned  to  the  Soath,  ftnd  she  was  not  found 
Vfon    Ua   canvas.     Where  were  her  rising 


IS !  Where  her  lawns,  her  animated 
groves,  and  living  hills  f  I  said  she  was  not 
on  his  canvas— 1  mistake — she  was  there,  bnt 
she  was  enveloped  in  gloom.  She  had  ven- 
tured to  utter  complaints — to  put  forth  her 
grievBnoes  respectfolly,  but  strongly — and  she 
was  scowled  npon — reprehended  as  utteiing  un- 
founded complaints,  entertaining  unwise  opin- 
ions, and  as  advocating  a  system  which  would 
recolonize  America.  If  the  Senate  could  see 
nothinj;  in  bU  this  to  justify  complaint,  then 
are  we  indeed  fairly  subject  to  reproach.  What, 
sir)  could  not  that  fervid  and  glowing  fancy 
create  one  animated  spot — find  one  oasis  in  the 
wilderness  of  gloom,  on  which  to  rest  I  How 
comes  this,  Mr.  President?  Is  there  any  thing 
in  soil,  in  climate,  in  position,  to  explain  Itl 
Do  we  sow  and  not  rem)  ?  Has  the  earth  snd- 
denly  reftised  to  yield  to  ns  her  harvests  I 
Oomparisons  are  said  to  be  odions ;  but  I  (mly 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  others,  and  rely  npon 
citations  which  have  already  been  made  in  this 
debate.  Look  to  Mr.  Gee's  pamphlet  of  1760, 
upon  which  the  honorable  Senator  so  strongly 
relied,  nr^ng  npon  the  British  Government  uie 
adoption  of  a  policy  which  would  prohibit  the 
nse  of  machinery  in  the  colonies,  and  compel 
them  to  take  the  mannfactared  goods  of  the 
mother  country.  That  writer  dwells  with  ap- 
parent delight  on  the  profitable  exchanses 
which  wonld  be  carried  on  with  the  Soaui ; 
there  would  be  raised  the  richest  products  in 
the  raw  state,  which  wonld  be  exchanged  for 
the  costly  mannfoctures  of  England.  Of  the 
North,  that  writer  speaks  in  terms  of  oppro- 
brinm  and  contumely :  "  The  cast-off  rags 
wonld  do  for  the  North.  New  England  and 
the  Northern  colonies  have  not  commoditiea 
and  prodnotB  enouch  to  send  us  in  return  tor 
their  necessary  cloUiing,  bnt  are  under  great 
diScnIties,  and,  therefore,  any  ordinary  sort  will 
sell  with  them.  And,  when  they  have  grown 
out  of  fashion  with  us,  they  are  new-f^hioned 
enough  there."  Mark  yon,  Mr.  President,  this 
is  not  my  language ;  it  is  the  language  of  the 
pamphlet,  introduced  and  read  by  the  honor- 
able fieoator  fWim  Kentucky.  I  beg  leave  to 
give  you  an  anecdote  which  is  said  to  have  oc- 
curred at  the  table  of  General  Washington, 
shortly  alter  the  adoption  of  the  federal  consti- 
tution. I  do  not  vouch  for  it,  bnt  have  often 
heard  it  mentioned  by  others.  The  party  con- 
sisted of  several  Southern  gentlemen,  and  one 
gentleman  from  the  North.  That  great  and 
good  man  was  dwelling  on  the  benefits  which 
would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitn- 
tion ;  he  portrayed  the  countiess  bles»ngs 
which  it  would  bring  to  the  South — dwelt  on  , 
its  rich  prodnetions,  and  the  profiteble  inter- 
change which  it  wonld  carry  on  with  all  parte 
of  the  world.  At  length,  tnming  to  his  North- 
ern friend,  be  inquired,  "  Bnt  what  will  the 
North  do  ? "  The  brief  and  laconic  answer 
was,  "  We  will  live  by  our  wits."  And  wdl 
has  this  reply  been  realized.  By  their  wita 
they  have  vsquired  maoh  of  the  wealth  whidh 
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properlj  appertains  b)  a  more  geaial  climate 
and  ridier  aoil.  Their  iogennity  has  brought 
forth  nsefiil  inventions  for  the  beneSt  of  man- 
kind :  hardf,  iudostrious,  enterprising,  they 
have,  in  the  pursuit  of  fortune,  roamed  over 
distant  lands,  and  braved  the  terrors  of  the 
mightj  deep.  The  compliment  paid  Ibem  bj 
Edmnnd  Burke,  on  the  floor  of  the  British 
Parliament,  was  every  way  deserved.  Every 
Southern  mau  rejoiced  in  their  prosperity,  so 
long  OS  it  was  the  result  of  their  own  indefati- 
gable industry.  Even  their  wooden  nutmegs 
excited  bnt  a  smile,  and  nothing  more.  They 
may,  for  me,  make  trade  and  profit  of  all  their 
notions,  except  their  tariff  notions.  Against 
that  I  do  protest  with  ali  my  strength.  But  let 
me  return  to  the  coarse  of  my  inquiry.  How 
comes  it  now  alwot  that,  while  the  Booth  is 
impoverished,  the  North  has  snddenly  become 
so  rich  f  Why  is  it  that,  wbUe  the  North  is 
dressed  in  rich  and  gay  attire,  the  cast-off  rags 
will  now  do  for  the  Sonth  I  This  is  the  great 
subject  of  inquuT';  and  I  shall  proseoat«  it 
witn  patience,  and,  I  trust,  with  a  becomiug 
temper. 

The  bouorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  has 
told  you  that  Virginia  was  more  benefited  by 
the  tariff  than  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 
In  one  breath,  he  has  dwelt  upon  the  large 
smouut  of  our  exports  of  breadstuffs,  and,  in  the 
next,  has  told  ns  of  deserted  faites  and  aban- 
doued  houses,  of  families  which  have  gone  into 
decay,  and  of  younger  brothers  flying  to  the 
West.  Why  the  younger  brother  should  fly  to 
the  West,  and  not  the  elder,  since  the  descent 
law  operates  equally  on  all,  I  cannot  tell — but 
let  that  pass.  If  our  exports  are  so  very  large, 
and  so  excellent  a  market  is  provided  in  the 
North,  then  our  &rms  ought  still  to  he  oulti- 
Yated— prosperity  should  still  be  ours,  and  our 
&milies  should  be  preserved  from  decay. 

Nor  can  these  results  flow  from  the  stKilitioii 
of  the  law  of  primogeniture.  [Ur.  Clat  ex- 
plained. He  had  said  that  the  ancient  seats  of 
the  great  families  of  Virginia  bad  gone  into 
decay  from  the  abolition  ^  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture, and  he  had  instanced  Shirley,  Weat- 
over,  &c.]  Ur.  T.  had  understood  the  honor- 
able Senator,  and  the  remark  was  undeniably 
true,  to  some  extent,  although  not  so  in  refer- 
ence to  the  particular  estates  alluded  to.  I 
apeak  of  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  the  law 

"*""' liture  upon  the  aggregate  mass  of 

It  has  expelled  tie  spirit  of  aris- 
n  amoug  us,  and  has  substituted,  in 
the  spirit  of  a  bold,  and  fearless, 
ing  republicanism.  And  I  can  say, 
^t  truth,  that  the  wide  world  does 
a  population  more  devoted  to  the 
liples  of  human  liberty,  or  more 
^ry  hazard  to  maintwn  tnem.  Our 
Dught  to  be  greatly  increased,  and 
greatly  increamd,  by  the  operation 
ent  law,  would  Government  consent 
le  commerce.  Nothing  is  better 
to    increase    production  than    the 
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division  and  snbdiviuon  of  estates :  kndi  us 
thereby  brought  into  cultivation,  whi<^  wonld 
otherwise  remain  unreclaimed,  and  induatty 
exerts  all  its  sinews  in  their  cultivation  sod 
improvement  To  none  of  these  cansa^  theo, 
■    our  condition  ascrilwble. 

The  honorable  Senator,  in  his  effort  to  find 
out  other  canses  of  depression,  has  seen  propw 
to  remAk  that  we  were  "  too  poor  to  live— too 
proud  to  work — too  high-minded  and  hou^ 
able  to  resort  to  ignoble  means  of  acquisitioD-- 
brave,  daring,  ohivslrouB."  That  we  are  tm 
poor  to  live,  as  did  those  who,  bnt  a  short  lims 
ago,  preceded  us,  is  most  true — and,  dr,  it  ia 
our  misfortune  to  be  growing  poorer  oi 
poorer ;  the  cause  of  this  I  shall  attempt  pnt- 
ently  to  explain.  But  that  we  are  indolent  at 
idle,  I  utterly  deny.  There  lives  not  a  man 
industrious  popniatjon  under  the  sun,  taken  Id 
the  honorable  Senator  revirit  his 
native  State;  let  him  go  with  rae  to  Baiief 
and  to  Westover,  the  estates  which  he  has  rep- 
resented as  dilapidated  and  in  mins,  and  m 
would  promptly  abandon  the  error  into  vhitli 
he  has  fallen.  The  first,  the  ancient  wst  rf 
the  Carters,  he  would  find  in  the  posseceiou  of 
a  descendant  of  that  resnectable  family,  who  is 
his  owu  person  would  iliuatrat«  the  correctnen 
of  the  last  touch  to  the  portrait  drawn  by  the 
honorable  Senator — brave,  daring,  chivalroM— 
that  bravery,  that  daring,  that  chivalry,  dis- 
played on  board  the  frigate  Conatitntiou  dnring 
the  lata  war,  in  a  bloody  engagement  on  tie 
ocean.  Not  too  proud  to  work,  as  the  hi^ 
improved  condition  of  his  estate,  the  reduu 
tion  of  an  extensive  body  of  swamp  land  B 
rich  as  the  delta  of  the  Nile,  would  benwaL 
Westover,  it  is  true,  has  passed  out  of  tbs 
hands  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Birds,  for 
debts  contracted  before  the  revolution ;  bntth« 
honorable  Senator  would  find  in  its  present 

Siessor  no  idle  drone.  There,  too,  he  wenM 
old  the  effects  of  an  untiring  industiy ;  ind 
let  me  also  tell  him  that  he  would  be  reeavrf 
with  the  extended  hand  of  hospitality,  u>i 
welcomed  by  the  inmates  of  that  veneral* 
mansion  after  the  manner  of  the  olden  tiiw. 
These  estates  are  embraced  within  the  limits  « 
my  native  oonnty,  of  the  citizens  of  wbioh  it 
gives  me  both  pleasure  and  pride  to  speak. 

And  now,  Mr,  President,  let  me  express  m 
honest  opinion — it  may  be  a  mistaken,  but  it  i^ 
an  honest  opinion.  Five  estates  npon  tie 
James  Kiver,  and  within  tliat  county,  which, 
for  the  information  of  the  honorable  Bwist'"', 
I  will  name  Shirley,  Berkeley,  Westover,  WC' 
anoke,  and  Sandy  Point,  would  supply  ft*^ 
their  surplus  production  evety  manutictDMr J* 
Rhode  Island  with  food,  and  I  incline  strooffT 
to  think  that  you  might  throw  Oonneotie" 
into  the  scale  ^oug  with  Rhode  Island.  I^ 
me  be  understood.  I  do  not  mean  that  th«T 
could  supply  76,000  barrels  of  flour  fbr  Rbo" 
Island.  No,  sir ;  this  would  be  altogether  «■ 
travagant  And  if  the  honorable  Semtori 
statistics  be  correct,  (they  are  f^imished  hin  V 
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othera,)  tiien  do  theae  numnjaotarere  in  Bhode 
iakod  dsTonr  more  of  the  fhiita  of  tha  earth, 
thui  ever  did  an  Squsl  nnmber  of  men  in  anj 
nortion  of  tli«  globe.  [Here  ICr.  Bobbikb 
Degged  leave  to  explain.  He  said  that  tha  floor 
imported  into  Providence  waa  not  destined  ez- 
olonvely  for  Bhode  Island,  bat  found  ita  way 
into  the  interior  of  Conneotiont,  &c.]  I  am 
bBpp7  to  hear  it,  said  Mr.  T.,  for  1  began  to 
be  Berioosl;  alarmed  for  our  good  Mends  in 
Bhode  Island,  leat  tfaej  ^oold  fall  Ttctims  to 
plethora.  No  one  oomiog  from  that  State  had 
ever  impressed,  me  with  the  belief  that  the  in- 
habitants poHessed  snoh  Toraoioos  appetites — 
and  oertunlf  the  tvo  honorable  Benst«^  had 
not  prodEioed  with  me  sach  an  impresmon. 
The  whole  popoladon  of  the  State  la  bnt  Q6,000 
ooala,  men,  women,  sod  children  \  and  75,000 
barrels  of  floor,  over  and  above  their  own  pro- 
dnotion,  would  be  a  snppl7  altc^ether  too  ei- 
travagaot  for  the  whde  population,  not  to  limit 
it  to  the  manofikotniing  class  ezolnuTelr. 

That  we  are  prond,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
maan  to  deny — prond  of  our  native  land— 
proad  of  oar  illQstrioas  ancestors — have  we 
not  canse  to  be  prond  of  their  high  deeds  in 
■mis,  and  of  their  wisdom  in  the  cabinet — of 
their  devotion  to  the  rights  of  man,  in  the 
maintenance  of  which  thej  wasted  their  once 
ample  estates,  and  considered  them  as  nothing. 
And  if  their  descendants  are  sometimes  fonnd 
in  penary,  while  the  mansions  of  their  fathers 
have  passed  into  stranger  hands,  who  among 
them  would  exchange  their  hnmble  habitations 
for  the  splendid  abodes  of  the  ungenerous  and 
seLfiahl  Has  not  Virsinla  now  cause  to  be 
prond  of  her  sons  t  Look  there,  and  there, 
and  there,  and  there,  and  thvre,  and  there,  and 
thera,  (pointing  to  Messrs.  Gsdndt,  Blub,  Fob- 
BTTH,  Bibb,  Poindsxtbb,  Bdoenbb,  and  Clay;) 
and  although  gome  few  of  them  are  found  the 
advocates  of  a  policy  which  she  r^ards  as 
nunons  and  destmotive,  she  nevertheless  feels 
a  pride  in  the  intellectnal  strength  which  they 
never  Ml  to  diaplay.  But  if  she  had  no  other 
canse  of  pride,  tne  State  which  had  given  birth 
to  a  Washington  and  a  Jefferson^  would  have 
snffituent  reason  to  exult  and  rejoice.  The  rest 
of  the  portrait  drawn  by  the  Senator  requires 
no  comment — "  too  high-minded  to  obtain  their 
objecta  by  ignoble  means."  Yes,  sir,  thia,  I 
trost,  is  true;  and  if  the  honorable  Senator 
had  succeeded  in  proving  (in  which,  however, 
be  will  be  fonnd  to  be  mistaken)  that  this  tariff 
benefited  Virginia,  if  it  did  so  at  the  expense 
of  some  other  State,  she  would,  I  am  sure,  be 
too  high-minded  to  euataia  it  for  an  hoar. 

The  honorable  Senator,  then,  is  mistaken  as 
to  the  true  cause  of  onr  distress  and  impover- 
iphment  I  have  looked  carefully  into  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  my  inference  is,  that  it  resnlts,  to  a 
great  extent,  from  the  simple  fact  that  we  sell 
cheap,  and  pnrohase  dear.  Other  causes  may 
ooiyoin  with  this,  bat  this  is  the  great  control- 
ling caose,  and  amply  sufficient  in  itself  to  ac- 
ooont  for  the  oonditiiHi  of  the  South. 


The  home  market  has  been  represented  to  na 
as  of  vast  importanee,  more  espeeialiy  in  refer- 
ence to  breadsfaffa.  This  delnmon  has  now 
been  kept  np  for  fitteen  years.  An  increase  of 
dnljea  has  never,  at  any  time,  been  proposed, 
but  that  we  have  had  representations  made  of 
the  great  importance  of  Oie  home  market,  pro- 
dnoed  by  the  encouragement  of  domeetio  manu- 
factures. And  yet,  at,  no  man  has  ever  known 
prodnoe  ao  low  as  it  haa  been  during  the  last 
seven  years.  Tobacco  down  to  an  average 
price  of  from  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to 
four  dollars;  wheat  averagiog  during  that  pe- 
riod, in  the  seaport  towns,  seventy-five  or 
eighty  cents ;  corn  from  ten  and  sis  pence  to 
two  dollars  per  barrel ;  rice,  cotton,  in  short, 
every  production  of  tlie  soil,  at  the  lowest 
mimmam  price  of  prodnction.  And  if  it  was 
not  for  the  foreign  demand,  prices  wonld  be- 
come entirely  nominal — prodnoe  wonld  either 
rot  in  the  granaries  of  the  country,  or,  what  ia 
still  more  probable,  the  process  of  production 
would  cease  altogether.  Who  does  not  see  the 
wide-spread  ruin  which  would  deaolate  the 
land!  From  an  extract  taken  from  a  mer- 
chant's hooks  in  Philadelphia,  claiming  and  re- 
ceiving unqualified  ^confidence,  floor  and  wheat 
commanded  a  much  higher  price  in  17T1,  '3,  '3, 
than  now ;  wheat  then  sold  for  one  doUar  the 
bnshel,  and  flour  for  seven  dollars  the  barrel ; 
and  yet  we  are  continually  told  of  the  great 
importanee  of  the  home  market  created  by  the 
tanft  The  com  planter  and  wheat  grower  on- 
deratand  their  interests  in  this  respect  somewhat 
better  than  they  are  supposed  to  do,  and  so  do  the 
manufacturers  of  fioar.  They  look  abroad  for 
their  important  markets.  The  com  trade  to 
Sonth  America  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent. 
The  millers  in  Richmoud  flnd,  in  that  countrv, 
an  extenmve,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  profitable 
market  for  breadstnfib ;  and  shipments  are  ac- 
tively carried  on  in  the  same  direction  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Masaacbusetta,  who  sits  before  me, 
(Mr.  SiLSBEZ,)  a  few  years  ago,  inquired  of  me 
as  to  the  prospect  of  procuring  a  cargo  of  Sonr 
at  Richmond,  which  he  was  desirous  of  ship- 
ping U>  South  America.  The  trade  to  Ei^ 
land,  notwithatondingher  com  laws,  is  exten- 
Nvely  carried  on.  When  the  ports  are  oc- 
cluded, the  flour  shipped  tbither  la  placed  in 
bond,  and  is  sent  to  the  difi'erent  markets  of 
Europe,  as  they  respectively  hold  out  the  pros- 
pect of  commercial  advantage.  Exchanges  are 
thus  beoeflcially  made  for  British  &brics. 
Oanada  also  opens  an  extensive  market  for 
American  wheat,  with  a  view  to  convert  it 
into  flour,  when  it  is  exported,  nnder  all  the 
advanta^  accruing  from  important  discrimi- 
nations m  favor  of  the  colonies,  maile  by  the 
mother  country.  Nor  Is  this  all;  other  mar- 
kets are  presented  to  the  com  grower,  of  coa- 
siderable  value.  The  foreign  price  regolatea 
the  domestic  price :  and  the  floctnations  wbioh 
take  place  every  fall  in  the  wheat  market  here, 
are  ascribable  to  hopes  eiolted  by  the  slightest 


ABBIBGHBNT  OF  THB 


uronmBUnce  of  an  inoresaed  price  abroad.  If 
a  clond  is  over  the  face  of  the  san  daring  the 
harvest  time  in  England,  prices  ftdvanoe ;  and 
if  aocoantfi  are  bronght  of  a  fall  nf  rain,  the 
spirit  of  apecnlatioa  immediately  beoomoB  more 
active,  and  the  fanner  pockets  the  benefit. 
Tluder  these  circamstances,  the  addition  of  an 
important  market  at  home  would  not  fail  to 
bring  about  an  inoreaaed  demand,  and  irith 
that  a  greatlj  augmented  price ;  bot,  eo  far 
from  this  being  the  case,  produce,  I  repeat,  was 
never  lower  than  it  has  been  sinoe  this  Ameri- 
can s7Bt«m  has  been  establi^ad.  That  the 
price  borne  bj  the  varione  articles  created  bj 
agrionltiiral  industry  is  at  the  lowest  possible 
grade,  no  one  can  reasonably  donbt.  The  firet 
part  of  the  proposition  is  then  made  oat,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  Sontb  sell  at  the  obeifteat 

Siiufilify  tbis  American  efstem,  and  vhat  is 
itt  Take  for  illustration  four  iodividnals :  one 
shall  represent  the  Southern  producer,  the  sec- 
ond the  English  manufaotarer,  and  the  remain- 
ing two,  Northern  mannfactnrers.  The  South- 
ern farmer  interchanges  the  valoaMe  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  at  their  minimum  price  of 
production,  with  the  English  manufacturer,  for 
articles  necessary  for  his  consniaption,  at  their 
minimum  price  of  febrication.  The  eichange 
thus  made  is  equally  benefioial  to  each,  and 
neither,  notwithstanding  the  great  fall  in  price 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  fruits  of  their 
industry,  ezperiencea  decline.  The  first  obtains 
for.  his  flour,  his  tobacco,  his  cotton,  or  rioe,  as 
great  a  quantity  of  the  articles  which  oonsti- 
tnte  the  mass  of  bis  consumption,  as  be  for- 
merly did  when  he  obtaioed  mocb  higher 
E rices ;  and  so  does  the  latter.  The  means  of 
ring  BS  abnndantly  as  ever  exist  with  both, 
and  both  are  equally  prosperous ;  but  the  two 
Northern  oapi^lsts  sudaenly  interpose,  and 
forbid  this  advantageoas  course  of  exLhange. 
They  shackle  it  with  heavy  restrMints^  impos- 
ing upon  the  farmer  the  necessity  either  of 
purchasing  of  them  at  a  greatly  augmented 
price,  or  of  encountering  still  greater  exac- 
tions in  the  coarse  of  the  foreign  trade.  They 
are  enabled  to  legalize  their  purpose,  if  indeed 
Injustice  can  ever  be  legalized,  by  the  majority 
— power  which  tJiey  wield.  I  sabmit  it  to 
honorable  Seoators  to  say,  if  I  have  not  drawn, 
by  this  example,  the  epitome  of  tbe  American 
system ;  and  I  demand  of  all  candid  men  to 
say  whether  the  power  thus  esert«d  is  not 
selfish,  despotic,  and  unjust.  Sir,  if  this  mat- 
ter was  broncht  to  any  particalar  neighbor- 
hood, and  made  there  to  operate  upon  indlvid- 
nala,  etoqnenoe  and  ingeunity  combined  could 
not  gloss  it  over,  or  hide  its  deformity  &om  the 
public  eye.  Take  three  individuals  in  any  neigh- 
borhood, and  let  the  article  involved  be  one  of 
acknowledged  neceadty :  one  of  these  supposed 
persons  is  a  purchaser  of  com  for  his  own  con- 
eamption,  and  the  other  two  are  farmers,  one 
of  whom,  however,  by  reason  of  the  superior 
fertility  of  his  land,  a  enabled  to  sell  his  com 


,at  fifty  cents  the  bnahet,  whereas  Ota  otkcr, 
cnltivBtiDg  a  poom  Boil,  and  laboring  nnder 
other  disadvantages,  can  only  aflbrd  to  raise  it 
at  eighty  cents.  H'ow,  who  would  doubt  ftM*  a 
single  instant  that  the  buyer  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  purchasing  hb  rapply  of  the  Sttt 


fere  in  the  matter,  and  exacted  of  tbe  pur- 
chaser thirty  cents  in  tbe  bushel  on  Cfae  can 
which  he  mixht  purchase  from  the  abnndant 
producer ;  and  should,  moreover,  assign  aa  the 
reason  for  snch  interference,  no  want  of  i«v«- 
nne  on  the  part  of  the  Govwnment,  bat  a  de- 
termination to  to  ekvaU  tbe  price  of  oora  as 
to  enable  the  second  farmer  to  eomnand  ea^^ 
oents  per  bosbel  for  his ;  who,  within  th«  ind»- 
epreaa  limits  of  this  nnim — who,  having  any 
relish  for  freedom  on  the  face  of  the  halntabM 

Slobe — would  he^tat«  to  jprononnoe  anoh  con- 
uct  arbitrary  and  de^olic  I  If  an  impeaial 
monarch,  armed  with  absolute  power,  levied 
such  an  exaction,  would  he  not  be  jostly  de- 
nounced by  mankind  as  a  tyrant?  Was  the 
par  capita  tax  in  the  time  of  Richard  11-,  or  c/t 
ship  mone^  by  Charles  I.,  more  evaqve  (tf 
right  and  hberty  I  And  yet  the  q>irit  of  £ii>- 
ti^  fiwedom  was  routed  to  rteiatanoe  in  twui 
these  instancea,  and  in  both  the  monarob  WM 
made  to  tremble  on  his  tbroneu    - 


UovDiT,  Febm«rf4S, 

Centennial    CvmrnemoTation   of    Wa*hmfft«a^t 

StrOday. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  ^le  Joint  committeft  appoint- 
ed on  the  anbjeet,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Joint  committee  of  tbe  Senate  and  Houae  of 
RepresenUkUves  appointed  to  make  ■rrangemenla 
for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the  centennial  bitth- 
dmj  of  George  WasMngton,  have,  according  l« 
order,  h>.d  the  subject  under  coasidention,  and  now 
beg  leive  to  report  to  tbe  respective  Honsea : 

1.  Th&t  the  committee  have  directed  their  cfaair- 
mui  to  propose,  at  a  proper  time,  by  a  joint  i«se. 
lulioD,  an  adjournment  of  the  two  Honsei  fnnn  tb« 
Slit  to  the  2Sd  of  tbe  cnrrent  month,  out  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  George  WMhington,  and  in 
commemoration  of  the  oca  hundredth  annivenary 
of  his  birthday. 

3.  The  committee  were  dedrons  that  the  day 
should  be  celebrated  by  an  ontton  raiiahle  to  tlw 
occasiun,  Tbe  distinguished  ciliien  who  prctidea 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ^ipcai«d 
to  the  committee  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  pro- 
nounce such  an  oration,  and  to  be  peculiarly  adapt- 
ed to  the  service  from  bU  koowo  friendebip  and  in- 
timacy with  George  WHsbiogloa.  Accordingly,  a 
letter  was  addressed,  by  the  direction  of  the  ccm- 
mittee,  to  the  Chief  Justice,  requesting  him  to  aa- 
list  In  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  bv  deliTerfne  aa 
^propriate  oration ;  to  that  letter  he  rebirueu  sti 
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cjuplum  bare  MCorAnglj  engaged  to  compl;  with 
the  raquest. 

4,  uid  U0II7.  The  committee  resoWed  to  reo- 
omineiid  to  Congien  to  edopt  the  neceuarj  meu- 
nrei  to  carr;  into  effect  the  resolution  which  wm 
pund  bj  Congress  oo  the  24tb  daj  of  December, 
1799,  Tor  the  remorU  of  the  body  of  Gieorge 
Wsshlneton,  and  lU  intermeot  in  the  cipitol  >t  tha 
cit7  of  WashingtoD  ;  and  that  the  ceremonj  be  per- 
fonned  on  the  SSd  inttant.  In  pumumce  of  this 
re<Mtnmandatioii  of  the  connnittee,  the  chalrmu 
will  raapeetlTelj  rabmit  to  the  two  Houses  of  Ood' 
,  great  a  roHila^cn  to  can7  It  into  effect. 
All  vhleh  is  respeatfUI;  reported. 

H.  CLAT, 
Clet'nm  ef  lit  eammitUt  iff  the  Benak. 
PHILEUOK  THOMAS, 
Chairmttt  ^  Aa  wrffii  of  th»  Batm  o^  S/^ 


of  the  United  Slates  baring  appointed  a  joint 
mltlee,  for  the  purpose  of  maldag  amnBenwnu 
for  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  birthda;r  of 
Goorge  Washington,  the  nndemigned,  chainaen  of 
tb«  eommlttees  of  the  two  Homes,  hare  been  dl' 
TsctAd  bf  the  eonmlttees  to  request  that  you  will, 
<xk  the  S2d  instant,  deUrar  an  oration,  In  eommem- 
oration  of  the  great  event. 

The  conidderations  which  have  pronpted  tbe 
committees  to  direct  their  attention  to  too,  sir, 
tiias  to  BSsUt  in  honoiing  tbe  memory  of  the  fktbsr 
of  his  conotrj,  are  obnous  and  pecullariy  appro- 
priate. And  the  ondetslgned  unite,  to  tbe  general 
wish,  an  expression  of  theirs,  that  it  may  be  agree- 
able to  JOQ  to  comply  with  the  request  which  they 
DOW  hare  the  honor  to  communicate. 

We  bare  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  grest  respect, 
Yonr  obedient  serrants, 
H.  CLAY, 
Gtair»n  of  Ot  eammatat  of  lite  Stute. 
PHILEMON  THOUAS, 
moflltt  eomniUM  of  On  Hoiue  of  R^ 


■3  10,  !8B2, 

OnTLUiCM :  I  bsTe  recciTed  your  letter  eipress- 
ing  yoar  wish,  and  that  of  the  joint  committee  of 
tbe  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatires,  that  I 
vonld  OD  the  S'2d  ingtant,  the  centennial  birthday 
of  George  Washington,  dellTcr  an  ora^on  in  emn- 
nemoration  of  Chat  great  erent. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  tbe  impresdons 
made  on  me  by  this  flatteringreqiiest,  and  the  bt- 
Torable  opinion  it  implies.  The  addition  of  my 
eiettlons,  feeble  as  they  might  be,  to  those  of  Con- 
greaa,  "in  honoring  the  njemory  of  the  father  of 
bis  country  "  —  of  the  man  whom  language  cannot 
euJt,  would  bo  an  act  on  which  I  should  long  re- 
Sect  with  just  pride.  Could  I  underialie  to  deliTer 
a  pablic  address  on  any  subject,  all  my  feelings 
wonld  Impel  me  to  comply  with  a  reqaest  which 
does  me  so  mach  honor,  and  la  10  grateful  to  my 
heart.  But,  in  addition  to  the  pressure  of  olBciat 
duties,  which  oconpy  me  entirely,  and  render  it  Im- 


praotleable  for  me  to  doTotc  so  moeh  time  to  the 
subject  as  its  intrimde  importance  and  great  inter- 
est in  the  eatima^on  of  all  would  reqiure,  I  am 
physically  unable  to  perform  the  taski  should  sssome. 
Uy  voice  has  become  so  weak  as  to  be  almost  inan- 
dibte,  eteD  in  a  room  not  uuusually  Urge.  In  the 
open  air  it  could  not  be  heard  by  those  nearest  me : 
I  must,  therefore,  decline  the  honor  proposed. 

Hy  profound  aoknoirledgrDents  are  due  to  you, 
gentlemen,  and  to  the  joint  committee,  for  the  se- 
lection you  have  made  of  the  person  to  perform 
this  interesting  service,  and  I  pray  you  to  receive 
my  warm  and  sincere  thanks  for  the  HatteHng,  may 
I  add,  friendly,  terms  in  whieb  that  selection  is 
commnntcated. 

With  very  great  reepeot,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M*naH*T.T., 

The  Hon.  Hihst  Clat,  and 

Tbe  Hon.  PaiLUioii  Thouai. 

The  report  having  bean  read,  Mr.  Olat 
moved  that  it  be  printed  for  tbe  nse  of  the 
Benate ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clat  then  said  that  it  would  be  perceived 
that  the  committee  had  directed  their  chairman 
to  eabmit  a  proposition  for  carrying  into  effect 
one  object  of  tha  report;  in  pursuance  of 
which,  he  now  sabmittod  a  joint  resolation  for 
that  porpoae.  He  was  aware  that  it  coold  not^ 
by  the  mlae,  be  acted  upon  to-day  without  the 
ananimons  oonsaQt  of  tha  Seoate.  Bnt  as  it 
was  one  that  it  was  important  to  be  carried 
into  affect  immediately,  he  hoped  there  wonld 
be  no  otqection  on  the  part  of  any  wbo  might 
dissent  from  it  to  acting  npon  it  at  once,  as,  in 
case  it  should  pass,  there  would  be  no  time  to 
be  lost  in  making  the  requisite  preparatiooa  for 
effecting  tha  olject ;  and  even  if  tlia  decision  of 
tbe  Senate  shoold  be  adverse  to  it,  it  would  be 
batter  for  that  decision  to  be  made  without 
delay.    He  then  offered  tha  following  resola- 

Rme/ted  Ig  tfe  SaaU  and  Bmm  of  AgprCHwtaft'tws 
^  Uo  Vi^ad  SUda  of  Aauriea  m  Cotgrat  attoMiA, 
That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Keprrsentatives  be  hereby  euthoriicd 
to  make  application  to  John  A.Wuhinglon.  of  Mount 
Vernon,  lor  the  body  of  George  Washington,  to  be 
removed  and  deported  En  the  capitol,  at  Wasbington 
city,  in  conformity  with  the  reeolution  of  Congress 
of  tbe  34th  Deoember,  1799;  and  that.  If  they  ob- 
tain tbe  requidle  consent  to  tbe  removal  thereof; 
they  be  further  authoriied  to  cause  it  to  be  remov' 
ed  and  deponted  in  the  capitol  on  the  iSd  day  of 
February,  188S. 

Raolvti,  That  the  Freddent  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  also 
authorised  to  prescribe  the  order  of  such  cere- 
monies as  Iboy  may  deem  suitsble  to  the  occasion 


The  rasolntions  were  read  the  first  time,  and, 
no  objection  being  made  thereto,  they  were 
read  a  seoond  time. 

Mr.  Olat  then   said   that  it  wonld  seem 
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proper,  aad  the  Senate  would  prob&blf  eipeat, 
that  he  ebonld  aaj'  a  few  woraa  in  rdation  to 
this  snbject  The  sttaation  in  which  he  found 
tuDuelf  placed  in  relation  to  this  sobject,  was 
not  one  of  Lis  own  eeeking,  and  was  one  which 
he  woa  not  deeirona  to  occupv.  Yet  he  did  not 
feel  at  liberty,  when  he  founa  bis  name  placed 
on  the  committee,  to  decline  the  service  assign- 
ed to  him.  The  fact  would  be  recollected  by 
the  Benate,  Chat  there  were  other  Senators  who 
had  been  placed  on  the  committee  and  declined 
servingi  amongst  them  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  V  irginia,  who  had  been  placed  at  the  bead 
of  the  committee.  Their  resignation  bad  left 
him  (Ur.  0.)  In  hia  present  position.  He  went 
oD  to  my,  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1TB9, 
there  had  been  an  application  fhim  Congress, 
made  in  the  most  deliberate  and  solemn  man- 
ner, to  the  widow  of  General  Washington,  re- 
questing permission  to  dispose  of  the  remains 
of  her  revered  hnsband  in  a  pnblEc  manner. 
She  retnrned  an  answer  giving  consent  that 
they  should  be  disposed  of  as  Congress  might 
think  proper.  So  the  snbject  was  left,  and  has 
so  remained  until  this  day.  Unsncoeesfol  ef- 
forts, it  is  tme,  had  since  been  made,  chieflj,  if 
not  altogether,  in  the  other  House,  to  carry 
into  effect  the  resolntion  of  ITSS;  and  it  was 
his  opinion  that  the  unredeemed  pledge  of  Oon- 
gresa  shonld  be  fnlfllled ;  and  no  time  conld 
ever  occar,  at  least  during  the  present  genera- 
tJOQ,  more  proper  than  the  present  to  redeem 
that  pledge.  The  committee,  said  Ur.  0.,  do 
not  and  cannot  doubt  that  the  family  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  at  Uoant  Yemon  wUl  be  will- 
ing to  yield  their  consent  to  the  object  of  the 
resolution.  He  would  beg  leave  to  state,  in 
additjoo,  that  those  who  were  intrusted  with 
the  erection  of  the  capitol  had  already  provided 
a  vault,  under  the  centre  of  the  rotnndo,  for 
this  express  purpose ;  not  by  anthorlty,  be  be- 
lieved, bat  npon  their  own  suggestion  and  sense 
of  propriety ;  and,  if  there  was  no  ot()ection 
in  this  or  the  other  House,  the  committee 
would  proceed  to  make,  so  far  as  devolved  on 


1  seemed  to  require  from  him,  and 
be  would  conclado  with  OKpreaaing  the  hope 
that  the  Senat«  would  adopt  the  resolution. 

Ur.'FoBsrm  said  he  shonld  be  compelled, 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  sacred  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Utnstrious  man  who  was  the 
subject  of  the  resolution,  to  oppose  its  adop- 
tion. If  there  was  any  one  snbject  in  the 
world  over  which  the  wishes  of  the  deceased 
should  regulate  the  actions  of  the  living,  it  was 
that  which  related  to  the  disposition  of  their 
own  remains.  He  had  befbre  him  an  expres- 
sion of  the  last  wishes  of  General  Washington 
on  the  subject;  and,  notwithstanding  what  bad 
been  done  by  Oongrosa,  those  wishes  were, 
with  him^  sacred.  [Here  Hr.  F.  read  the  clanse 
in  the  will  of  General  Washington,  in  which  he 
■nyee  directions  respecting  the  place  and  man- 
ne-  -f  his  intwment]    The  will  Erected  that, 


as  the  old  vault  was  out  of  repur,  a  new-  on« 
shonld  he  built,  in  which  his  remains,  with 
those  of  his  deceased  relatives,  then  in  Uie  old 
vault,  should  be  deposited  \  and  gave  it  as  iiis 
express  desire,  that  his  body  might  be  interred 
without  pomp  or  parade  of  any  kind,  and  that 
no  funeru  oration  should  be  pronounced  over  it. 
Ur.  Webhtkr  said  if  he  made  the  same  inter- 
iMretatioQ  of  the  clanse  of  the  will  of  General 
Waabiogton,  Just  read  by  the  gentlemaa  fnaa 
Georgia,  (Mr.  Fohsttb,)  bb  was  given  to  it  by 
that  gentleman,  he  might  concur  with  him  in 
the  ooncluuon  that  the  wishes  of  the  illUBtriooa 
deceased  were  adverse  to  the  proceedings  con- 
templated by  the  resolution  ;  hut  he  did  not  see 
that  any  such  inference  could  be  drawn  troai 
the  clause  quoted ;  it  was  but  a  common  case 
to  find  such  directions  in  the  wills  of  distin- 
guished persona  for  the  dispositions  of  their  r»- 
mains.  If  the  will  contained  a  provincxk  that 
the  remains  should  contiune  in  the  vault  at 
Uoont  Vernon,  the  case  would  be  altered ;  but, 
as  the  clause  quoted  only  expressed  the  deedra 
that  the  foneral  should  be  without  poaip  or 
parade,  he  (Hr.  W.)  did  not  view  the  sabject 
'"  the  light  presented  by  the  gentlen 


Georgia.  On  the  general  quest 
propriety  of  a  removal  of  the  body^  every  ooe 
nadsome  opinion,  not  likely  to  be  disturbed  by 
that  of  others.  Since,  however,  said  Ur.  "W^ 
the  sulyect  has  been  brought  before  us,  and  we 
are  called  upon  to  decide  npon  carrying  into 
effect  the  resolution  of  1T99,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  this  was  the  most  proper  time  to  redecim 
Uie  pledge  then  given.  It  is  a  century  since 
the  birth  of  General  Washington,  and  we  shall 
have  no  opportnnity  so  appropriate  as  the  pres- 
ent, of  giving  a  degree  of  imposing  solemnity 
to  the  proceedings.  There  was  something  also 
appropriate  in  this  ease,  in  execoting  the  de- 
aicus  of  the  old  Congress  in  the  mode  proposed, 
without  form  or  parade,  and  in  accordance  irith 
the  wishes  of  the  dececised,  which  met  with  his 
hearty  concurrence.  The  religious  services 
also  proposed,  appeared  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
solemnity  of  the  oocasion. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  yraa 
adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Tku.— U earn.  Bell,  Bibb,  Clay,  Claylou,  Dick- 


Nats. — Hessra.  Buckuer,  Dallas,  Forayth,  Omn* 
dy,  Hajne,  Bill,  King,  Xuigtim,  Harcj,  KiUer, 
Smith,  Taievell,  Troap,  Tyler,  White— IS. 


TcESniT,  February  14. 

WaAington't  Stmaiiu, 

On  motion  of  Ur,  Olat,  the  Senate  proceed- 

ed  to  the  consideration  (^  the  following  joint 

resolutions  teoja  the  House : 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


Wk^ington  to  be  removed  knd  deposited  in  the 
capitol  Bt  WuhiDgtoa  eitj,  u  the  Bame  ilme  with 
those  of  ber  Ute  consort,  George  Waahinfton, 
and,  if  leave  be  obtained,  to  take  meuores  accord- 
ingly. 

Jiitohid  bg  iJu  Sauile  and  Houit  of  JUpreatnto- 
tiwtM,  ThKt  the  Freeidenc  of  the  Onited  States,  the 
Judge!  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Cbaries  ChttoII,  of 
Carrollton,  Jamea  Uadison,  the  Sei^retarles  of  State, 
of  the  Treasury,  oF  Wir,  and  of  the  NaT},  the  Poet- 
master  Geoend,  (be  Attorney  Genenl,  and  tbe  rel- 
atiTC*  of  UiB  Euoilj  of  George  Wanblngtoo,  be  ia- 
Tited  to  attend  at  tbe  ceretnoniea  to  be  performed 
oa  the  22d  of  February  instant,  in  honor  of  the 
memory  of  Oeorge  WaehinetoD ;  aod  (hat  the  Pres- 
ident burequestMl  to  superintend  tbe  deposit  of  the 
remains  of  the  deceased  in  tbe  place  which  hsi  been 
Ml«cted  for  that  purpose. 

As  to  the  joint  lesolntioo,  Ifr.  Cli.t  said 
tiiere  conld  M  do  objection,  nnlesB  it  was  to 
the  second  name  inserted  in  it.  He  did  not 
tJunk  the  application  should  be  made  to  any 
but  the  resident  proprietor  of  Moont  Vernon, 
who  was  the  representative  of  the  family.  Mr. 
Cnstis  vraa  only  oonneoted  with  the  fttmily  by 
marriage ;  and  if  tbe  application  was  made  to 
him,  it  ehonld,  for  the  same  reason,  be  made  to 
others  of  the  same  branch  of  the  family.  He 
movad  to  ebike  ont  the  name  of  Qeorge  W.  P. 
Onstis. 

Ur.  FoBSYTH  remarked  that  the  ol^eot  of  the 
resolution  was  to  obtmn  the  assent  m  tbe  fam- 
ily to  the  proposed  remoTol,  and  that  Ur.  Cns- 
tis was  the  only  living  male  descendant  of  Urs. 
Martha  Washington. 

Ur.  Clat  withdrew  his  motion;  and,  after 
some  remarks  from  Ur.  Tazbwbu.  a^l^nst,  and 
by  Ur.  0L1.T,  in  favor  of  the  resolntion,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  aecond  resolntion,  inviting  Ur.  Uadison 
and  others  to  be  present  at  the 
tion,  was  taken  np. 


nays  on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion. He  would  not  object  to  the  dietribntion 
of  ioTitationa  bf  the  committee,  but  it  was  a 
novel  and  extraordinary  measure  to  issne 
cardfl  of  invitation  by  a  Joint  resolntion  of  Oon- 

Ur.  Oi^T  vas  of  the  same  opinion  expressed 
bf  the  Senator  front  Uississippi;  bat,  as  the 
resolntion  was  before  ns,  he  abp«d  he  woold 
withdraw  his  objections  to  it 

Ur.  Bibb  offered  an  amendment,  which  he 
regretted  was  not  offered  by  some  other  per- 
son, as  it  was  bis  intention  to  vote  against  the 
resolution.  There  was  another  ex-Fregident 
beaidee  the  one  named  in  the  resolntion,  to 
whom  it  was  proper  that  the.invitatioa  ahonld 
be  extended ;  ana  he  moved  to  insert  the  name 
•f  J.  Q.  Adams. 

Ur.  PoiaoBXTEB  moved  that  the  resolatdon 


WtnKMDiT,  Febroary  16. 
VaMngton'*  Batnaim. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Fobstth,  the  Joint  resoln- 
tion from  tiie  Honse,  yesterday  uii  on  the 
table,  Inviting  certain  distingnished  persons  to 
attend  the  celebration  of  the  a2d  of  February 
next,  was  taken  np,  and  read  as  follows : 

Rtielvtd  by  iha  Sennit  attd  Hoiai  of  Stprumta- 
Hett,  That  the  PresidenC  of  the  United  StatM,  the 
Secretuiea  of  Sute,  of  tbe  Treasary,  of  War,  and 
of  the  Nary,  the  Poetmastec  General,  and  tbe  At- 
torney General,  be  invited  to  attend  at  tbe  ceremo- 
nies to  be  performed  on  the  S2d  of  February  in- 
stant, in  honor  of  the  memory  of  George  Wiahing- 
lon ;  and  that  tbe  Prerident  be  requested  to  super- 
intend the  deposit  of  tbe  remaias  of  tbe  deceased 
in  the  place  wtiich  has  been  selected  for  that  pDi^ 

Ur,  FoBSTTE  said  tiiat  the  objection  to  tiie 
resolntions  made  yesterday,  was,  that  it  was 
improper  for  Oongrees  to  give  invitations ;  he 
thought  differently ;  bat  as  he  did  not  wish  to 
revive  the  qnestion,  he  vonld  snbnut  the  fol- 
lowing substitute : 

Jlaatvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  superintend  the  depodt  of  the  re- 
mains of  Gleorge  Washington,  in  the  place  which  has 
been  selected  for  that  purpose,  on  the  S2d  Febru- 
ary instant. 

Ur.  JoHKSTOK  moved  to  strike  ont  all  the 
names  except  those  of  Uadison  and  Carroll 
He  thonght  the  family  of  Washington  should 
be  invited  by  the  committee.  The  connection 
of  the  names  of  Uadison  and  Carroll  with  iha 
history  of  the  country,  distinguished  them  from 
all  others,  and  he  thought  they  should  be  q>e- 
cially  invited  to  attend  by  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. He  nnderstood  yesterday  that  the  Senate 
objected  to  invitations  by  resolution;  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion  was  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Senate  was  willing  to  retain  tbe  invitation  to 
Ur.  Carroll  and  Ur.  Uadison. 

Ur.  Kuro  had  naderstood  that  the  oomnuttee 
were  authorized  to  invite  the  atteDdanoe  of 
those  gentlemen  and  many  others. 

Ur.  JoHHSTON  wished  to  include  in  the  invi- 
tation the  name  of  the  ex-Prerident  Adams,  bat 
he  had  nnderstood  tfaat_  that  gmtlem^  had  ex- 
pressed optHi  the  same  'proposition,  when  made 
m  the  other  Honae,  an  unwillingness  to  accept 
any  mark  of  distinction  fr<Hn  other  members  of 
the  same  body  to  which  he  belonged. 

Ur.  PoiHittXTu  said,  if  ii    '     ' 


be  given  at  all,  he  woold  be  perfectly  willing 
to  ret^  the  names  mentioned,  but  be  objected 
to  the  form  and  principle  of  the  invitation.  It 
should  be  extended,  if  given  at  all,  to  the  ven- 
erable Sumter,  and  to  the  biographer  and  friend 
of  Washington,  the  Chief  JusUoe. 
Ur.  JoussxoB  having  withdrawn  bis  motion. 


ABRIDGMENT  OV  THB 
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the  qaution  rwurred  on  Mr.  Fobbyth's  ma- 

Ur.  Oli.t  remarked  th&t  the  preridlDg  offloere 
of  the  two  Honses  were  invested  witii  the 
power  to  make  all  the  arrangemeDts  proper  for 
the  oocaaioQ.  Tlie  plan  originstad  in  Oongreee. 
It  was  the  work  of  Congreaa  from  the  adoption 
of  the  reBolatioD,  in  ITBB,  to  the  reeolation 
now  adopted  for  carrjina  it  iato  effect.  It  had 
been  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  leave  the 
airangementa  witii  the  preaiding  ofSeen  of  the 
two  Houses,  as  the  manner  most  respeoUol  to 
the  familj  and  the  nieinor7  of  the  deoessed. 
The  joint  re«olntion  reported  from  the  Joint 
committee  had  vested  the  soperiotendence  of 
the  removal  witli  the  praddiog  offioen  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  thought  that  the  proposed 
amendment  carried  out  the  orisinal  mtentioa 
of  Oongress,  which  assigns  the  autj  of  the  re- 
moval to  the  Chief  IfagiBtrate.  He  did  not 
think  that  there  woold  be  any  incongruity  be- 
tween this  amendment  and  the  resolntioa  as- 
signing the  arrangements  to  the  President  of 
the  Senato  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Kino  said  there  was  no  inoompatibilitj 
between  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  and  the  resolntion  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to, 

Tht  Tariff— Sedwtica  <tfI>uUef 
The  Senate  resumed  the  resolntion  of  Hi. 
Olai  relative  to  the  tariff. 

Ur.  OsunDT  stud ;  Mr.  President,  according 
to  the  last  annaa!   renort  f^om  the  Treaanr; 
Department,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
now  pay  in  taxes  on  imported  articles  twenty- 
six  mdlion  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.    This 
is  the  sum  which  will  he  paid  int^i  the  Treasury 
for  the  present  year,  from  that  sonrce  of  rev- 
enue.   From  other  sonrces,  that  is,  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  bank  dividends,  end  ineidental 
receipts,   four   million   one  hnndred   thousand 
dollars,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  ttiirty  mil- 
lion one  hundred  thousand  dollars.    I  know  of 
BO  reason,  I  have  heard  none  assigned,  whidi 
woold  anthnrize  an  opinion  that  there  will  be  a 
diminntion  of  revenue,  provided  the  duties  re- 
mun  at  the  preeent  ratos.    I  admit  that,  upon 
the  item  of  incidental  receipts,  no  great  reliance 
in  making  an  estimate  for  the  future  ought  to 
be  nlaced.    Therefore,  strike  off  one  hundred 
.  dollars  from  this  item,  and  only  re- 
thonsand  dollars,  which  will,  no  doubt, 
table  from  old  debts  for  many  years  to 
foD  will  then  have  a  revenue  of  up- 
thirty  millions.  The  estimated  expendi- 
le  Government  (exclnsive  of  the  public 
lirteen  million  three  hundred  and  Btity- 
isand  two  hnndred  and  two  dollare. 
rom  this  sum  three  millions  of  revenue 
public  lands,  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
and  dollars,  the  dividends  of  the  bank 
d  the  ten  thousand  dollars  for  inciden- 
ita,  and  yon  need  only  the  sum  of  nine 
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million  eight  hundred  uid  sixty-five  thousand 
two  hnndred  dollars,  to  meet  Qiti  exigencies  of 
the  Government.  This  is  the  sum  Government 
needs ;  nor  is  one  dollar  more  neoeasary  for  its 
support.  There  wonld,  then,  remain  sixteen 
million  six  hnnOred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollara,  over 
and  above  all  the  demands  of  the  Govenunant. 
Another  thing  is  certain,  that,  upon  a  reduction 
of  dntiea,  tie  importa  wjll  be  increased ;  and  in 
this  way  a  larger  sum  will  be  produced,  than 
any  eetimate  founded  upon  the  preeent  amomit 
of  importatior" 

Ur.  Presidi 
tion  fairly.  Shall  the  people  . 
States  be  taxed  upwards  of  sixteen  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars  annnally  upon  imported  uli- 
cles,  for  the  purpose  of  euabline  the  domestia 
manufactorera  to  tax  them  in  tne  same  Aent» 
upon  all  the  arUcIes  manufactured  and  sold  by 
therat  This  is  the  very  object  the  manufie- 
tnrers  have  in  view,  in  pressing  this  snl^Jectin 
Oongre«s.  Their  language  to  us  is  pluuly  this: 
we  want  to  make  your  oonstitnents,  one  and 
alt,  pay  us  a  higher  price  for  all  the  articles  we 
manufacture :  this  we  cannot  do,  ao  loDg  n 
they  are  permitted  to  buy  the  same  kind  of 
articles  made  in  fbreign  countries ;  therefne, 
we  insist  that  yon,  by  taxation  on  foreign  arti- 
cles, shall  so  increase  the  price,  that  yoor  con- 
stituents will  be  constrained  to  bny  of  lu  at 
prices  which  will  enrich  ps.  Disguiw  this 
matter  as  they  may,  this  is  tbe  true  canso  of  all 
that  anxiety  and  solidtade  which  they  havs 
manifested  from  the  commencement  of  tbi> 
system.  For  myself  I  am  unwilling  to  indvlg) 
them  at  tbe  expense  of  those  whoee  interesta 
are  in  part  confided  to  my  care.  I  will  here 
remark  that  if  the  duty  on  protected  imported 
articles  shall  amount  to  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  the  imported  article  ahall  constitots 
one-half  of  the  amount  consumed  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  supplied  from 
the  domestic  mannfaotories,  the  people  of  the 
United  Statee  will  be  taxed  to  the  amount  of 
forty  millions :  of  which,  the  one-balf  aririog 
from  the  daty  on  foreisn  Imported  articles  od^ 
into  the  Treasury,  ana  is  of  some  pnblie  ben- 
efit; the  other  half  goes  into  the  hands  of  the 
domestic  manufacturers,  and  is  of  no  further 
advantage,  than  as  it  increases  the  wealth  of  i 
few  of  the  capitalists  of  the  conntry. 

The  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentnefcy 
proposes  to  abolish  the  dnties  entirelj  ob  lU 
articles  of  a  kind  not  mannfactnred  in  the 
United  States,  except  silks  and  wines ;  and  to 
reduce  them  on  these  articlea,  80  l(»»g  » 
duties  are  paid  on  imported  articles,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  raising  revenue,  I  cannot  conseDt  to 
this  proposition.  The  true  principle  of  taxa- 
tion is  to  impose  it  on  those  who  are  best  aU* 
to  bear  it.  The  resolution  on  your  table  pro- 
fwsea  a  total  abandonment  of  this  principle- 
The  articles  to  be  released  from  taxation  tn 
luxuriea  used  almost  eiclnmvely  by  ths  riei, 
while  the  bnrdens  are  left  with  all  their  weigW 
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upon  the  poorer  portion  of  the  oommnnit]'. 
This  would  be  no  alleviation  of  the  eTiU  oom- 
plained  of;  and  I  will  not  unite  in  holding  ont 
to  the  poor  man  the  delatuve  hope  th&t  he  is  to 
be  able  to  clothe  hie  family  in  sttka,  aud  regale 
himself  on  wine  ever7  da; ;  while  all  the  orti' 
c)ea  of  dress  he  purchases,  his  salt,  his  Hogsr, 
his  plough,  hia  axe,  and  bis  hoe,  and  all  other 
ateueils  with  which  he  earns  hia  dailf  bread, 
ore  BO  taied  as  to  reader  him  unable  to  raise 
his  fainilf.  No,  fir,  gire  him  his  necesnariee  of 
life  nutozed,  or  taxed  lightl;;  let  hie  labor  have 
its  full  reward,  and  he  will  then  increase  in  his 
means,  and  in  time  be  able  to  indulge  in  Ini- 
nriee  iJF  be  riiall  pleue  to  do  so. 

The  object  of  the  capitalists,  engaged  in  man- 
afaoturea,  in  consenting  to  take  off  the  duties  on 
wticlee  the;  do  act  maJie  in  their  establiahments, 
cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  to  oouoentrate  the 
whole  taxation  of  tiie  countrr  npon  those  foreign 
artioles  which  come  in  competition  with  theirs. 
The  operation  of  such  a  ajstem  will  be  doublj 
fn  favor  of  the  rich  c^italists.  It  will  enable 
tbem  to  obttun  all  forei^  luxnriea  &ee  of  taxa- 
tioiL  and  at  the  same  time  to  tax  the  poor  as 
-well  OS  ever;  other  dass  of  citizens,  uimogh 
the'  necessaries  of  life  consumed  b;  them,  for 
the  augmentation  of  their  profits.  These  men 
are  a  priTil^ed  order  in  oiir  oonntrj.  They 
have  formed,  and  seek  to  perpetuate,  a  kind 
of  partnership  with  the  Oovemment  in  taxing 
the  people;  and  the  present  atnig^e  is  to 
abolish,  or  much  rednce,  ever;  tax  in  which 
the;  have  not  some  share  of  the  proceeds. 
The;  conspire  to  raise  the  price  of  all  neoes- 
Bories  of  Jifa,  giving  part  of  the  increase  to  Hie 
Government,  and  taking  part  to  themselves. 

Let  ns  now  see,  Mr,  President,  what  effects 
have  been  produced  b;  this  system  of  taxation 
upon  the  other  great  interests  of  the  coonti?. 
In  1817,  when  it  commenced,  the  tonnage  of 
the  United  States  engaged  in  foreign  commerce 
was  B0S,Tg4  tons.  In  1829,  it  was  650,142 
tons,  a  decrease  of  156,583  tons.  In  181T, 
there  were  619,18S  tons  engaged  in  the  cosst- 
ing  trade.  In  1820,  there  were  610,054  tons, 
to  which  shonld  be  added  something  for  the 
improved  manner  of  constmetiug  vessels.  From 
this,  it  ^)pears,  that,  taking  the  whole  tonnage 
of  ti>e  United  States  that  is  eng^ed  in  foreign 
oonunerce,  and  also  that  engaged  in  the  coast- 
ing trade,  the  navigation  of  tiie  conntr;  has 
decreased  under  the  inflaenoe  of  this  system, 
which  gentlemen  sa;  has  imparted  it«  b«neflta 
to  every  other  interest  of  the  country.  What 
ioSuenca  has  it  produced  upon  commerce  ? 
Prior  to  the  embargo  of  180T,  with  a  popnla- 
tion  of  only  six  millions  of  inhabitants,  our  ex- 
ports amounted  to  about  eiehty-four  million 
five  hundred  and  sixty-foor  thouBaad  five  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars.  In  1817,  it  amount- 
ed to  eighty-seven  million  six  hondred  and 
fiJ^-Due  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
dollars.  In  18S0,  it  amounted  only  to  the  sum 
of  seventy-three  million  eight  hundred  and 
fart;  thouutd  five  hundred  aai  eight  dollara. 
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In  the  intermediate  years,  it  will  be  v 


J  by 


Imost  rwular  diminution  of  the 
exports  snd  imports  of  the  country.  In  an- 
swer to  the  argument  that  the  demand  for  our 
products  oannot  be  enlarged,  I  answer,  that  if 
we  use  more  of  their  articles,  other  nations  can 
and  will  consume  more  of  ours,  and  this  will  be 
benefioisl  to  both  parties,  because  each  will 
receive  In  exchange  a  greater  valne  thou  at 
present.  They  will  receive  our  agricultural 
products  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  now 
purohaiw  or  can  produce  the  same  articles,  and 
we  shall  receive  their  manufactures  at  a  lower 
price  than  we  now  pay  for  them.  From  the 
foregoing  statement  of  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, it  appears  these  great  pillars  of  our  pros- 
perity have  not  been  strengthened,  but  weak- 
ened, by  this  system  of  restrictions ;  and  when 
it  is  remembered  that  our  naval  power  and 
glor;,  and  onr  ability  to  defend  onr  shores 

r'  1st  invasion,  are  intimately  connected  with 
navigation  of  the  country,  'we  ouaht  not 
rashly  to  promote  measures  oalculotea  to  de- 
stroy it.  The  agrionltnre  of  the  conntry  is 
closely  connected  with  its  commerce ;  and  that 
which  is  colonlated  to  depress  tiie  one,  has  on 
injurious  influence  upon  the  other. 

Are  the  existing  tariff  laws  constitutional  t 
It  is  my  opinion  that  they  are.  I  advance  it 
with  some  diffidence,  because  I  know  there  are 
many  learned  men,  both  in  aud  out  of  this  Sen- 
ate, whose  views  upon  this  subject  are  in  direct 
opposition  to  mine.  I  can  discover  but  littie 
practical  good  that  can  arise  from  a  diaonsslon 
of  this  enbjeot ;  but  as  it  has  been  introduced, 
and  my  mind. is  satisfied  upon  it,  I  can  have  no 
objection  to  declaring  the  opinions  I  entertain. 
I  shall  deliver  no  philological  dissertations 
upon  the  sui^ect,  as  the  Senator  from  Uame 
has  done ;  but  attempt  to  show  to  the  Senate 
that  this  power  exists,  not  only  by  virtue  of 
the  constitution,  but  from  necessity.  The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  and  impose  dnties 
on  imported  foreign  articles,  is  given  to  the 
Federal  Qovernment  expressly  by  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  it  has  at  all  times  been  considered  as 
an  attribute  of  sovereignty  poasesaed  by  every 
State  or  nation.  All  nations  have  exercised 
it ;  and  had  this  confederacy  never  been  formed, 
each  State,  as  a  sovereign,  independent  Govern- 
ment, would  have  been  at  liberty  to  exercise  it 
without  any  restrunt,  and  for  any  pnrpose  it 
might  Jadge  proper.  The  Stetea  discovered 
that  this  was  one  of  the  powers  which  they 
could  not  exercise  separately  to  advantsse ; 
and  this  was  one  of  the  strongest  reasons  which 
operated  to  prodnce  the  Federal  Qovemment. 
It  was  foreseen  that,  if  each  State  retained  this 
power,  it  would  be  exercised  vorionsly,  and 
constant  jealousies  and  collisions  would  arise 
among  them ;  and  foreign  nations,  availing 
themselves-  of  tliis  state  of  things,  would  suc- 
ceed in  destroying  their  independence.  It  was 
then  aareed  in  convention  that  this  power  of 
re^tolating    commerce    aud    impoung  duties, 


irh&tever  it  might  ba,  should  be  Bnrreodered 
by  the  Btat«B  to  the  General  GDvemment 
This  BQirender  or  trosHfer  was  mEide  witbont 
Twtrictioa  or  limitation.  It  certainly  was  not 
deeigaed  hy  the  framers  of  the  oonatiiation  that 
the  State  Governments  and  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment together  should  posseas  leas  pover 
upon  this  subject  than  the  Stat«s  then  pos- 
sessed, and  would  have  continned  to  poesess, 
had  each  Btate  remained  separate  and  distinct. 
Unless,  then,  it  oan  be  shown  that,  in  the  trans- 
fer of  this  power,  (which  at  one  period  no- 
anesdonabl}'  belonged  to  the  States,)  some 
inLnntion  was  produced,  it  is  a  fair  conclo- 
Hon  to  say  that  it  properly  beloags  to  this 
Goveniraent,  for  all  the  pniposea  and  objects 
for  which  nations  have  been  in  the  hahit  of 
nsiag  it.  It  most  be  admitted  that  no  portli 
of  this  power  remains  with  the  several  States, 
because  thej  are  expressly  prohibited  froni  ii 
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.  does  nob  appertun  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment t 

Thcbstiat,  Febmary  16. 
WaihittffUm's  £«maint. 
The  Vioi  PBieiDEtra  laid  befi»'e  the  Senate 
the  following  correepoDdeoce : 

WiBHiNOTOX,  Ftbmary  U,  IS3S. 

Sib  :  The  Senate  and  House  of  Rppremntatives 
have  passed  ■  joint  resolution  to  celebrate  the  een- 
tenniml  birthdij  of  Qeoi^  Wtshington,  autborjz- 
ing  the  Fre^denl  of  the  Senile  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  Boun  of  BepresentatiTOB  to  make  ipplicatioa 
to  Tou  for  his  remains,  to  be  remoTod  and  de- 
poaited  in  the  capitol,  at  Wuhington,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  MCh  of 
December,  1799. 

They  have  passed  another  jirint  resoloUon,  au- 
tborizingps  to  make  application  to  yoa,  and  to  Ur. 
Oeorgs  WaahlDgtoa  I^rk  Custia,  for  the  remains 
of  Martha  Washington  to  be  removed  and  deposited 
■t  the  eame  time  with  those  of  her  late  consort, 
Oeorge  Wasbington. 

We  berevith  endoBe  ooideBOf  these  resolutions; 
and,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  Imposed  on  us, 
have  Ut  request  that  you  would  give  as  eariy  an 
answer  to  this  applicatioo,  as  miy  be  praotleable. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
yoDT  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUK, 

Pr—t^mtof  thtatnaUand  Vv»  Pn-ident 

of  a»  United  atattt. 
ANDREW  STBVEBSON, 
SptaJcer  of  tht  Hmit  if  RtpTtmU«lntt. 

lb.  3.  A.  WABHlNOTOir, 

Mmad  Femon. 
Motnrr  Tiuon,  Fibmary  16,  IBSS. 

Tb  flu  BonorM*  tht  Prtndmt  of  tht  Senait  and 

^ptaker  of  th*  Houtt  of  RtpratntalivM  .- 

OraTLaviH:  l  hare  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

of  your  letter,  and  the  resolu^ooa  of  Congress  to 

carry  into  complete  effect  that  which  was  adopted 


1  hare  receired,  with  tK^found  sensibililj,  tka 
eipresuon  of  the  dedre  of  Congress,  repreaenliu 
the  whole  nilion,  to  hare  the  custody  and  cut  of 
the  reoiaiasof  my  revered  relatites;  uid  Iheitng- 
gle  which  it  has  produced  in  my  mind  between  > 
sense  of  duty  to  the  highest  authorities  ofnijcooD. 
try,  and  prirate  feelings,  has  been  greatly  embii- 
nuuing.  But  when  I  recollect  that  his  will,  in  r«- 
specl  to  the  disposition  of  his  remains,  ha«  beeir6 
cenily  carried  into  full  effect,  and  that  lbeyoo» 
repose  in  perfect  tranqalllity,  surrounded  by  IbOK 
of  atiier  endeared  members  of  tiie  ftmily.  I  bupt 
CoDgress  will  do  jottiee  to  the  motives  which  ma 
to  me  require  tliat  I  diould  not  consent  to  ibor 
•epantion. 

I  pray  yon,  eenllsmen,  to  communicate  tb<n 


sentiments  and  feelings  to  Congress,  with  thegnle- 
fut  acknowledgtnenu  of  the  whole  of  the  cd>- 
tivea  of  my  grand  ancle  for  the  diatinguisbed  hopOF 
which  was  intPnded  to  his  memory,  and  to  tc^pt 
for  yourselves  assurances  of  my  gratitude  and  «■ 

JOHN  A.  WASHISGTOK. 
AU.IICOIOV  Hotrra,  Tuesday  Fight, 
February  U,  1«31. 
OailTi.n(aR :  The  letter  rou  hare  done  me  llu 
honor  to  write  me,  requesting  my  consent  to  tin 
removal  of  the  remains  of  my  venerable  grand  i>u- 
ents  from  their  present  reatinp  place  to  tbe  ctpi- 
tot,  I  have  this  moment  receired. 
'  give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the  remonl  of 
remains,  after  the  manner  requested,  ind  cos- 
gtatulate  the  Goremment  upon  the  approtcUsg 
insummation  of  a  great  act  of  national  giatitWa 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  per&et  rvspect,  pa- 
Uemen,  yonr  meet  obedient  aerraat, 

GEORGB  WASHINGTON  P.  CTSTB. 
To  the  honorable  J.  C.  Calhoun,  Vioe  PreniM.tt^ 
and  Anoaaw  SuviKsofl,  ^leaier  of  IM*  £•■* 
^  Reprtifiiialivei. 


Fbidat,  Febmary  IT. 
7A«  Diriff—BadMHoinifDuUm. 

The  Senate  then  resiunedtlie  coomderatioDi^ 
Hr.  Olat's  resolntioD  on  the  tariff. 

Mr.  EwiBO,  of  Ohio,  ewd:  The  Senstor 
fVom  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hiymt)  tails  aa,U).i 
the  same  idea  has  been  again  and  agun  ^eite^ 
ated  by  genUemen,  that,  whatever  may  be  tie 
effect  of  this  system  upon  other  portions  of  tlie 
Union,  to  the  South— especially  the  elder  por- 
tdoos  of  the  Sonthem  Slates— it  is  every  thiag 
that  b  abhorred  and  pemiciona— a  blight,* 
mildew,  a  withering  cnrse.  Sir,  epithet  m 
denDDCiation  prove  nothing,  except  the  wsnatli 
of  those  who  niter  them.  If  injury  hss  beea 
inflicted  upon  that  section  of  the  Union  by  tlis 
tariff,  the  mode  of  operating  that  injury  «" 
sorely  be  pointed  out.  It  can  effect  it  by  nwe 
hnt  visible  and  sensible  means,  and  most,  wl 
oonoeive,  be  confined  to  a  redaction  in  (he  pnK 
of  the  stt^ile  of  the  country,  limiting  the  eiteat 
of  the  demand  at  home  or  abroad,  or  enlisno- 
ing  the  price  of  the  commodities  purcbtsed  b^ 
the  people.  . 

I  have  alretdr  ihown  that  tlu  price  of  tw 


..Coo^^lc 


1SS8.] 


DEBATES  OF  OONGKESS. 

n*  Tarif-'Seiliittim  tfOiOia. 


[Sri 


ttaph  (rair  cotton)  is,  in  Bome  moasnre,  sns- 
tuned  b;  the  tarUT — ao  far,  at  least,  as  it  has 
converted  cotton  lands  to  the  caltnre  of 
sngar,  and  thereby  limited  the  eic«sa  of  produc- 
tion which  would  otherwise  uecessarilj  have 
sank  the  article  even  below  ita  present  price. 
I  have,  also,  heretofore  shown  that  the  British 
numafJKtarer  in  able  to  porchue  of  qb  all '  that 
he  wiahea  to  parohaw,  without  lookiog  to  oa 
fi>r  the  mwDfi  of  payment.  That  it  is  for  his 
iBtavst  to  parohMe  to  tiie  fall  extent  of  hia 
market  fbr  the  manafactnred  article;  that, 
therefore,  the  extent  of  the  market  for  the  raw 
mAterial,  at  home  and  abroad,  is  eqaal  to  what 
it  would  hare  been  without  the  tariE  3^is 
Tietr  of  the  case  la  stren^hened  by  the  fact 
that,  since  1824,  the  qnantity  of  cotton  sold  has 
increased  in  a  ratio  equal  to  that  of  former 
years,  and  the  price  has  not  sank  in  as  great  a 
ratio.  I  have  shown,  too,  so  far  as  negative 
can  be  shown,  that  the  price  of  protected  ar- 
ticles has  not  enbwiced  in  consequence  of  the 
proteotion.  And  no  connter  evidence  whatever 
has  been  brought  forward  to  prove  that  a  sin- 
gle article  has  risen  higher,  or  fallen  less,  in 
ooDseqnence  of  protecUon,  except,  indeed,  the 
finest  woollen  riabrics,  articles  of  luxury,  in 
which  we  hare  not  yet  been  able  to  compete 
with  the  Briti^  mannfactnrera. 

The  Senator  from  Bonth  Carolina  has  sud 
that  the  tariff  by  enhancing  the  price  of  the 
maoafaotnred  article,  tends  to  diminish  its  oon- 
sninption  among  the  poorer  classes ;  thns  limit* 
ing  the  extent  of  the  demand,  and  compelling 
first  the  merchant,  tiien  the  mannfoctnrer,  then 
tiie  producer,  to  come  down  to  the  lowest  price 
at  which  each  can  carry  on  bis  operations,  and 
tiiQS  casting  a  part  of  the  hardens  of  protection 
apon  the  producer,  as  snob,  over  and  above  his 
share  of  the  burden  as  consumer.  However 
tme  this  might  be,  in  a  possible  state  of  things, 
the  very  reverse  ef  it  Is  known  to  be  the  fhct 
with  respect  to  the  cotton  fabric.  If  the  tariff 
has,  in  fact,  compelled  the  Britiah  nianafaotarer 
to  work  cheaper  sjid  the  merchant  to  receive 
less  profits,  effects  which,  by  the  gentleman's 
own  hypothesis,  most  be  produced  before  any 
of  the  bnrden  can  full  on  the  prodacer  of  the 
raw  material,  as  they  both  stand  between  him 
and  the  oonsnmer — if  the  merchant  and  mann- 
foctnrer  are  compelled  to  take  less  profit,  the 
price  of  the  article  is,  at  once,  rednoed  to  con- 
sumers in  alt  parts  of  the  world,  except  the 
TJnited  States ;  uid  the  price  being  reduced,  it 
is  brought  into  more  general  ose  among  the 
poorer  claasee,  and  its  sole  becomes  more  ei- 
tensive  in  nineteen-twentietbs  of  the  markets 
of  the  world,  I  do  nut  aay  that  the  gentle- 
mian's  position  is  sonnd ;  but,  if  it  be  so,  this  is 
the  first  consequence  that  flowa  from  it.  And, 
air,  with  regard  to  the  consumption  of  cotton 
bbrics  in  the  Unit«d  States,  whioh  the  gentle- 
tnan  seems  to  suppose  is,  or  may  be,  diminished 
by  the  protecting  system,  his  whole  theory  is 
built  upon  a  suppMed  augmentation  in  price, 
the  very  reverse  of  which  we  know  to  exist. 
TouXL— 2« 


Increased  consnmption,  too,  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  a  diminished  price,  and  more  ability 
to  purchase,  is  obvions  to  the  most  careless  ob- 
server, especially  in  the  West.  No  special  in- 
jury has,  therefore,  resulted  to  the  Sontb  by 
this  operation  of  the  tarts'. 

But,  to  show  that  the  producer  pays  the  duty 
on  the  imported  article,  a  esse  is  put,  well  cal- 
onlated  to  pnzzle,  but  really  involving  a  mere 
sophism.  1  refer  to  the  case  of  the  bale  of 
woollens  which  the  gentlemaiyf rom  South  Oaro- 
lina  has  supposed  is  received  directly  in  ex- 
change for  cottons  exported  by  the  Southern 
Elanter,  and  which  is  stopped  at  the  custom- 
onse,  and  forty  of  the  hnndred  pieces  which 
it  contains  taken  ont  as  a  tax  to  the  Govern- 
ment. [P.  17,  printed  speech.]  Now,  as  to  the 
snppOMtion  that  the  bale  of  woollens  is  imported 
for  the  consumption  of  the  planter,  I  hare 
nothing  to  object  against  it,  in  the  view  of  the 
subject  that  I  am  now  taking.  He  does  pay 
the  dnty,  not  in  his  capacity  of  producer  or 
expori»T,  but  in  the  capacity  of  importer  and 
eonsnmer ;  and,  analyxe  the  transaction,  sepa- 
rate it  into  its  four  natnrot  elements,  which  have 
by  the  honorable  Senator  been  unnaturally  corn* 
bined,  and  it  will  be  obvions.  I^t  the  Southern 
planter  export  his  crop,  lay  it  down  in  the 
Liverpool  market,  and  sell  it  for  the  best  price 
he  can  in  cash.  This,  indeed,  is  always  done; 
for  there  is  no  such  thing  as  barter  there,  ex- 
cept through  the  medium  of  money,  or  bills, 
which  are,  for  all  eSbctire  purposea,  money. 
Now,  he  sells  his  cotton  for  just  Uie  same  price, 
whether  he  intends  to  bring  home  broadcloths 
or  money.  Here  the  transaction  of  the  pro- 
dacer and  the  exporter  ceases;  the  cotton 
Elonter  has  for  bia  crop  cash,  which  he  may 
ring  home  with  him.  or,  what  is  still  bett«r, 
leave  on  deposit  witn  bis  Eoghsh  banker; 
hia  bills  on  that  banker  he  sells  to  the  Phila- 
delphia or  New  York  merchant  at  a  premium, 
and  he  has  his  cash  at  home  to  be  dispoaed  of 
at  pleasure.  The  Ohio  farmer  sends  pork  and 
beef  to  New  Orleans,  which  is  shipped  to 
Oharleston ;  or  the  Kentucky  drover  takes  hia 
horses,  mnles,  and  live  stock,  through  the  Sal- 
uda Gap,  and  they  ore  sold  to  the  planter. 
The  planter  pays  with  the  cosh  which  he  has 
bronght  home,  or  by  a  draft  on  Lis  banker  in 
New  York,  and  the  exactions  at  the  cnstom- 
honae  do  not,  thus  far,  affect  the  transaction  in 
the  remotest  degree.  The  New  York  merchant 
who  has  bought  the  draft  on  England,  pays  it 
ont  for  Britiah  goods,  and  brings  them  nome; 
he  pays  the  duty.    Now,  if  the  cotton  planter 

Snrobasea  one-half  these  goods,  and  the  Ohio 
Lrmer  the  other  hal^  at  the  aame  price,  is  it 
not  obviona  that  each  pays  his  eqnal  share  of 
tiie  duty?  No  refinement,  no  sophistry,  how- 
ever ingenious,  can  change  the  true  character 
of  the  transoetion.  The  consofner,  and  not  the 
prodooer,  pays  the  tax,  and  the  several  sections 
of  the  Union  pay  it  in  proportion  to  the  aroonnt 
they  consume.  As  respects  the  importer  and 
consumer,  if  the  protected  article  is  permanent- 
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]v  enhanced  ia  v&lae  bj  the  dntj  laid  on  it  for 
Uie  purpose  of  protection,  it  ia  thiu  fex  a 
bnrthen,  and  its  propriety  and  policy  moat  be 
tested  by  compano^  and  balanciog,  as  nearly  at 
may  be,  its  evila  with  it«  beneflta.  Bat  if  tb« 
price  of  the  protected  article  be  not  enhanced, 
no  burden  whatevet-  is  borne,  except  vbat  is 
neoeBaary  to  soatain  the  revenne  of  the  country, 
•ad  DO  advantage  is  given  by  it  to  one  class  of 
onr  citizens  over  anoUier. 

Bat  the  honorable  Benator  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Haikb)  baa  told  yon,  that,  vhile 
other  seoUons  of  Uie  TJiuon  are  flourishing,  in- 
oreaEing  in  population,  and  rising  in  wealth, 
the  condition  of  the  Boutli,  that  of  his  own 
Btate  especially,  under  the  opeo^ljoa  of  this 
•yatem,  b  not  merely  one  of  nneiamjiled  depres- 
rion,  hut  of  great  and  ail-perradsng  diitreas; 
their  once  boay  and  populous 'cttjes  orumbling 
into  ruin,  tiieir  fields  abandoned,  their  hospita- 
ble mansions  deserted,  and  the  huabandiaan, 
with  alieavy  and  deapMring  heart,  tearing  him- 
aetf  from  the  scenes  of  bis  childhood  and  the 
bones  of  bis  anoeatore,  to  seek,  in  the  wilder- 
ness, exemption  from  the  oppression  with 
which  this  policy  has  overwhelmed  him. 

Is  this  f^cy,  or  is  it  fact  ?  J  am  inclined  to 
think  the  picture  greatly  overdrawn,  although 
the  glowing  eloqu^ioe,  the  rich  and  fervid  im- 
ftnnstion,  and  the  deep  and  impassioned  tone 
<a  feeling  in  which  it  is  shadowed  forth,  tend  to 
give  it  a  weloomed  entrance  into  the  mind, 
befbre  it  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  the  judgment. 
But,  in  determining  upon  fact,  simple  every-day 
fact,  I  would  pTe&r  the  conclusions  of  a  less 
powerfbl  and  a  loss  excited  intellect.  ■  There  is 
too  mudi  of  poetry  in  the  description ;  it  ford' 
bly  reminds  one  of  the  beantjful  and  eloquent 
lines  of  Doctor  Goldsmith,  in  which  he  de- 
scribes, with  so  much  apparent  truth  and  real 
feeling,  the  deserted  fields  and  desolate  habita- 
tions of  the  indostrions  peasantry  of  England, 
driven  from  their  hnmble  but  bappj  homes,  to 
seek  shelter  from  oppression  in  uie  solitary 
woods  ot  aaTSga  America — 


And  it  is  said,  I  know  not  how  correctly,  that 
our  poet  UTed  and  died  strong  in  the  conviction 
of  the  general  correctcess  of  the  picture  which 
he  drew  of  the  progressive  decay  and  desolatjon 
of  his  country.  Bat,  sir,  Endand  was^  in  fact, 
increasing  in  pomilation,  and^  so  also  ia  South 
Carolina.  The  last  oensos  shows  a  small  in- 
crease in  the  free  popniation  of  the  State,  and 
a  large  increase  of  the  slaves.  The  fields  a]so 
mnat  be  onltdvat^d  as  heretofore,  for  they  yield 
an  increased  export  prodnct ,  and  we  are  told 
that  they  now  ruse  a  much  larger  proportion 
than  formerly  of  grain  and  live  ato(^  for  their 
own  coDsomptidn.  Though  by  no  means  dia- 
posed  to  admit  that  Sonth  Carolina  is  plunged 
as  deeply  into  the  abyaa  of  misery  and  despair, 
as  hsa  iteen  here  depicted,  yet  I  donbt  not  that 
she  prospers  less  than  formerly,  and  leas  also 


,  than  nxwt  other  sections  of  the  Union ;  Sot  lUi 
'  tliere  are  abundant  caoses,  indepmdent  of  the 
tariff. 

The  Southern,  planter  doea  not,  like  tiie 
hardy  farmer  of  the  North  and  West,  lay  Us 
own  hand  to  the  plouf^ ;  he  neithw  holds  nor 
drives ;  the  culture  of  the  fields  ia  left  to  the 
overseer  and  the  slaves,  and  their  cnltivatka 
is  without  skill  and  without  care.  Year  after 
year,  the  same  fields  are  BDl^eol«d  to  the  aasM 
crop,  and  the  aame  unceasing  and  unchanging 
tillage,  without  any  means  being  used  to  re- 
new or  reinvigorate  the  soU.  The  fidds  are 
soon  worn  down  by  eicesuve  onltivation,  and 
cease  to  yield,  as  heretofore,  an  abundant  har- 
vest. EUtenuve  emigration  ia  also,  witboot 
donbt,  one  of  thecanses  which  operate*  toeheek 
the  prosperity  of  the  older  portions  of  the 
Sonthem  States;  but  this  emigration  ia  iudnoed 
by  causes,  and  instigated  by  feelings,  very 
different  from  those  to  whidi  the  gentlemu 
baa  ascribed  it.  It  a  not  want,  or  misery,  or 
oppresffloo,  that  induces  it;  the  emigrant  conca 
neither  his  oonntry  nor  his  lot ;  and  his  jonniey- 
ing  is  undertaken  and  executed  with  feelings 
the  reverse  of  anguish  and  despair.  Sir,  it  is 
the  rich  and  fertile  lands  of  the  Jf  est,  of  whid 
he  may  become  the  proprietor  almost  for  noth- 
ing— a  charming  ooost^  in  reality,  fresh  and 
rich,  and  fur,  almost  beyond  example,  bat  to 
which  the  imagination  does  not  fail  to  add  new 
beauties,  and  oolor  even  with  ideal  and  unreal 
charms — it  is  this  which  operates  upon  the 
hopes,  and  elates  the  spirits,  of  the  younR  and 
araent  aona  of  the  Sonth  and  East,  and  leads 
them  to  part  from  their  fair  Selda  and  happy 
homee  on  the  Atlantic  shore,  for  fairer  field* 
and  happier  homes  in  the  tar-distant  West. 
Hence,  sir,  the  ^ant  stride  with  whiclt  oar 
population  has  borne  ite  march  westward,  the 
"  lion's  bonnd  "  witti  which  we  have  qming  into 
the  foreet^ 

But  this  spirit  of  emigrotioii,  year  by  year, 
druns  from  tne  seaboard  of  South  Carolina  her 
moat  hardy,  vigorous,  and  enteiprinng  pt^nla- 
tion.  Ckitton,  the  ol^ect  of  their  culture,  can 
be  raised  cheaper  and  more  abundantly  on  the 
new  and  rich  lands  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sisuppi,  Louisiana,  and  the  territories  of  Fl<mda 
and  Arkansas  ^  and,  unlike  the  cmnbroua  arti* 
ole  of  grain  and  its  products,  can  be  transport- 
ed from  the  interior  at  a  small  per  cmtnm  on 
its  market  value. 

I  take  leave  to  refer  also  to  another  oana^ 
named  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  E«a- 
tncky,  and  which  has,  with  tiie  forwoing,  a 
combined  operation.  The  repeal  of  tiao  lawi 
of  primogeniture — the  equal  distribution  of  the 
real  estate  among  all  the  children,  sons  and 
daughters  alike  —  however  favorable  to  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  people  in  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  does,  owing  to  the  peon- 
liar  aitnatjon  and  habits  of  the  Booth,  serioosly 
affect  their  condition,  Jud^g  from  the  at*- 
tistical  tables  which  diow  the  oomparativ« 
increase  of  population  in  diftbrent  sootitsia  <tf 
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the  Union,  aai  oorapftrlug  that  of  South  Obto- 
lina  with  othen,  I  am  led  to  the  conolamoa  that 
one-fourth  part  of  the  free-bora  of  that  St&t«, 
which  T«aoh  the  jeare  of  maturity,  emigrate ; 
■ltd,  bj  the  exUtiog  laws,  thoy  carry  with 
them,  to  tiieir  new  horaea,  not  merely  their 
■hare  of  the  personal  estate  of  the  family  from 
which  they  are  deseeoded,  bnt  also  of  the  laud 
and  slaveB,  which  form  the  aabetratiim  of  the 
wealth  of  the  oonnby.  Thns,  year  after  year, 
Is  there  a  r^^ilar  and  oontinnal  drain  of  the 
beat  and  most  efficient  population  of  the  State, 
and  their  wealth  also— even  their  real  property 
psys  an  Bnnoal  rent,  if  I  may  so  call  ft,  to  her 
emigratioD.  Bat  uiis  is  not  all.  The  great 
inoTease  of  the  slavee  over  that  of  the  free 
population,  shows  that  the  emlgranta  *do  not 
generally  take  with  tbem  their  proportioii  of 
ri&vee,  but  that  they  remain  as  heretofore,  in 
some  maasore  regardant  to  the  soil.  They  have 
risen  now  to  more  tbaa  ona-half  the  popula- 
tion of  that  State,  and  are  fast  gaining  apoc 
the  whites  in  the  ratio  of  increase ;  they,  in- 
deed, oompose  almost  the  whole  laboring  popn- 
Wion  of  the  country ;  theylaborwitiioat  judg- 
ment, for  their  intellects  are  not  cnltivUed — 
without  energy,  for  they  laborwtthont  motive; 
benoe,  the  acquisition  of  wealth  from  laboTj  its 
great  and  only  real  basis,  must  be  small  m  a 
conntry  situated  like  this,  compared  with  what 
H  ts,  where  evny  man,  with  bis  own  hand, 
enltivatM  his  own  farm,  or  watches  over  il4 
tmprovement ;  where  all  are  loborers,  and  all 
intelligent,  indottrious,  and  pereevering — oare- 
frd  of  the  present,  and  provident  of  the  fature. 

Sir,  the  onrse  of  slavery,  and  not  the  tari^  is 
in  truth  the  withering  onree  which  blif^ts  the 
ftii  hopes  of  this  fair  and  otherwise  happy  and 
(kvorea  land.  It  is  not  ho  much  the  drwn  npon 
her  population,  for  In  this  other  and  prosperooa 
Btatae  shwe  her  lot ;  bnt  it  is,  that,  wbUe  the 
sound  and  wholesome  portion  of  the  population 
flows  off— the  bold  and  enterprising  freeman — 
the  slave  remains  fixed  to  the  soli,  yearly  con- 
suming more  and  moreo.f  its  products,  and  yearly 
displai^ng  and  sending  into  exile  (if  emigration 
be  exile)  more  of  the  free-born  of  the  land.  I 
need  not  fbUow  oat  the  piotore  in  anticipation 
ot  its  consetraenoea ;  the  (utgect  la  one  of  deep 
regret  and  gloomy  forebodings. 

But  one  Uiing  more  will  I  take  occadon  here 
to  remark.  In  many  sections  of  the  Union,  and 
in  foreign  countries,  too,  public  opinion  has 
greoQy  erred  as  to  the  general  feeling  and  con- 
dnct  of  the  individual  masters  towards  their 
siavet.  So  for  as  I  have  olraerved,  (and  my 
observation  has  been  somewhat  extensive, 
eq>ectaUy  in  Viipnia  and  Kentucky,)  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  shock  humanity.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  feeUugs  of  the  masters  towards  tbem 
appear  to  he  those  of  kindness  and  affection. 
And  this  evil,  oast  upon  our  Southern  brethren, 
not  by  tt\eir  own  acts,  or  of  their  own  choice, 
tmt  by  the  onpidity  of  a  foreign  nation  while 
we  rwnained  ner  colonies,  is  one  for  which 
th^  are  entitled  to  any  thing  rather  than  pe< 


proach  and  censure.  And  It  is  an  evil  which, 
m  the  present  state  of  public  feding,  the  L^ia- 
lature  of  the  Union  cannot,  in  the  more  South- 
ern sections  of  our  ooontry,  either  remove  or 
mitigate.  Philanthropy  indulgea  visions  of  thia 
kind,  at  presentk  in  vain. 

Another  mode  In  which  the  same  cause 
operates  injuriously  to  that  Motion  of  the 
Union,  is,  that  it  lessens  their  capatuty  for  com- 
mercial enterprise.  A  negro  slave  is  unfit  for 
a  ship  carpenter  or  a  sailor ;  and,  in  a  country 
where  there  is  no  laboring  class,  except  slavea, 
ships  cannot  be  built,  or  manned,  to  the  same 
advantage,  Bs  in  the  Eastern  and  Ujddle  Stotei^ 
where  laborers  are  freemen,  and  possess  Intel* 
ligenoe  and  enterprise  for  every  undertaking, 
however  arduous,  or  however  varied.  Tba 
navigating,  interest,  therefore,  independently 
of  the  tanff,  must  centre  elsewhere  than  in  tbe 
Southern  States.  And  flually,  the  well-known 
and  familiar  habits  of  the  Sonthem  pe(q>le — 
free,  liberal,  uncalculating — living  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  means,  however  ample,  and 
trusting  to  their  loud  and  slavM  as  a  p^petoal 
supply,  and,  beyoud  that,  improvident'  of  the 
fnture.  Time  brings  with  it  an  increase  of 
population,  but  not  of  wealth;  and  the  decay 
and  exhaustJOQ  of  their  soil,  and  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  th^r  staple,  produces  a  depreericm 
which  is  severely  felt,  but  which  is  unfortu- 
nately attributed  to  that  which,  of  all  things,  is 
most  remote  from  its  real  cause. 

Need  I  add  anothertottais  long  and  mournM 
list  of  OBUses  for  the  calamities  under  which  our 
Sonthem  brethren  suffer,  and  of  which  they 
oompldnt  I  have  explmned  the  causes  of  the 
alleRed  decay  of  their  navigating  interest.  Why 
is  tneir  commerce  (as  the  honorable  Senator 
says  it  is)  transferred  into  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
nlianta  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  car- 
ried on  by  their  capital  T  I  have  already  moken 
of  the  habits  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
—the  steady  aja  which  they  have  to  the  fhtare 
— their  disposition  to  acoumalate  and  embody 
capital,  and  their  skill  to  direct  it  to  every  proe- 
perouB  enterprise.  They  have  the  shipti— they 
have  the  scameu — they  have  habits  of  life  and 
a  turn  of  mind  fitted  to  mercantile  pnrHuita — 
and  they  have  capital ;  with  or  without  a  toriS^ 
the  commerce  of  the  South  must  have  &Uen 
into  their  bands. 

These  causes  combined,  operate  on  the  city 
of  Charleston,  the  decay  of  which  has  been  so 
eloquently  and  feelingly  depicted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina;  and  thoof^  dis- 
posed to  think  his  coloring  somewhat  too  dark, 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  sad  picture  which  he  has  drawn 
—that  there  has  been  a  great  and  marked  decay 
in  the  wealth,  the  bunnese,  and  the  prosperity 
of  that  city.  But^  sir,  independently  of  those 
causes  which  I  have  named,  and  which  operate 
alike  upon  tiio  older  portions  of  South  Carolina, 
there  is  one  other,  which  tends  to  depress  the 
business  of  Charleston  alone.  There  have 
sprung  up  in  the  interior  a  range  of  popnlon* 


and  flonrisbiDff  towna,  Colambia,  Angosta,  aud 
Ounden,  which,  within  a  few  past  yean,  have 
been  rapidly  growing  in  commercial  importanoe, 
and  Lave  cut  off  ^most  wholly  Wie  Inl 
trade  from  Oharleetoo,  makioK  that  citj  a 
place  of  transit,  or  rather  of  shipment. 

Sir,  these  causes  which  I  have  detailed — and 
1  t^peal  to  Boatbem  gentlemen  for  their  cor- 
rectness and  tmth — have  operated  with  com- 
bined effect,  for  jeara,  npon  the  deetinies  of  this 
people;  and  are  thej  not  sufficient,  though 
checked  and  opposed  as  tbey  may  be  bj  t^e 
riches  of  nature  which  an  all-boantifijl  R^vi- 
dence  has  scattered  over  the  land — are  they  not 
sufficient  to  produce  all  the  depresuon  and  all 
the  misarf  which  is  vainl;  sapposod  to  spring 
from  the  protecting  system  t 

I  cannot,  Uierefore,  on  the  most  fiiU  and  care- 
fQl  cNiDsideration  which  1  have  been  able  to  give 
tbis  subject,  concur  with  gentlemen  in  the 
opinion  that  the  protecting  system  operates 
oppressively  on  the  Southern  or  any  other  seo- 
tdon  of  the  Union.  In  the  West,  so  far  as 
perienoe  can  teat  its  efficacy,  it  has  prodnoed, 
and  is  prodncing,  all  the  good  which  its  friends 
and  supporters  have  ever  predicted.  From  the 
State  of  roinons  depression  to  which  agricul- 
tnral  interests  bad  sunk,  in  1824 — an  era  which 

our  Western  farmers  will  long  boar  _    

brance — they  have  gradnally  risen,  under  the 
fostering  influence  of  this  system,  oonneoted 
and  consorted  with  that  of  oar  internal  im- 
provement, until  they  have  reached  a  point  of 
prosperity,  which,  though  not  rich,  or  towering, 
18  sufficient  to  spread  comfort  and  (^adness  over 
our  happy  land. 

Thcbsdat,  February  23. 

Territorial  Judge*. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 

Hr.  HoLuso,  (and  agreed  t«  on  the  following 

.    day:) 

Sewliitd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jui^ciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of  pro- 
viding, by  law.  Tor  a  more  permanent  tenure  of  of- 
fice for  the  judges  of  the  (errltorics  of  the  United 
States,  or  for  a  different  mode  of  appointiag  them 
than  is  now  provided. 


Jfo>n>AT,  Febrtiary  37. 
The  Tariff— Sedtietym  of  Ihttiet. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  Olai  being  resumed, 
Mr.  Dau-as  said :  fitty-siz  years  have  ripen- 
ed tbis  confederated  nation  to  a  condition  of 
nnprecedented   and    incontestable   greatness ; 
greatness  in  extent;   greatness  in  resources; 
greatness  in  moral  and  intellectual  character ; 

Ctnesa  in  poHtioal  structure  and  jorispni- 
e ;  greatness  in  the  renown  which  follows 
Jnst  and  BDcoessful  wars;  and  greatness  which 
resists  from  the  acquisition  of  a  before  anknown 
sum  of  human  contentment  and  freedom.  Prov- 
idenoe  has  smiled  upon  the  work  of  our  pro- 
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genitore,  and  has  blessed  its  progress.  The 
whole  civilized  world  has  marked,  with  reiter- 
ated astonishment,  the  r^idit;  of  our  advaace- 
ment ;  and,  at  this  moment,  from  the  Plsgah  of 
EasteiTi  eminence,  eznltjng and  longingmjrisdi 
are  pointing  to  our  Western  institutions  as  the 
objects  towards  which  they  have  yel  frnitlessly 
joameyed  through  a  wilderness  of  ages  and  u 
wretchedness. 

Who  ia  there,  mr,  that,  seeing  thb  gi«st  r^ 
salt  of  our  councils  and  forecast,  can  dedre  ■ 
change  in  the  organic  structare  or  practiesl 
legislation  by  which  it  has  been  effected  ?  I 
have  heard  maoh  on  this  floor  of  sections! 
divisions,  sectional  interests,  sectional  doctrines, 
sectional  feelings,  and  sectional  parties ;  of  ths 
East,  the  South,  and  the  West ;  but  I  cannot 
ad<^t  the  language,  and  will  not  entertain  tbs 
sentiments  by  which  it  is  prompted.  I  dwnl 
no  pecnliar  merit  for  the  noble  commonwealth 
whose  representative  I  am,  for  her  uniform  de- 
votion to  tiie  union  and  democracy  of  thesi 
States — for  her  unwavering  ixi-operation  in  (Q 
the  efforts  which  have  earned  the  natioo  to  iti 
present  exaltation  ;  she  has  done  no  more,  snd 
no  less,  than  other  portions  of  our  repuUie. 
But  I  will  not  recognize  the  right,  doimei 
from  what  quarter  it  may  be,  to  mar  and  de- 
face the  monnment  of  oor  common  l&bors ;  te 
t«ar  down  piecemeal,  or  at  a  blow,  the  stroctora 
which  every  hand  has  eqaalled  and  simnlti- 
neooaljr  contributed  to  erect ;  to  prostrate  ud 
crumble  into  dost  the  fairest  fabric  ever  v«t 
reared  by  the  energies  and  virtues  of  confe^ 
ated  frewnen. 

If  sir,  in  the  picture  I  have  sketched  of  &» 
condition  of  our  country,  shades  have  bea 
omitted  which  really  exist,  they  ought  to  b« 
introduced ;  they  ought  to  be  frankly  met,  ud 
the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  legistative  bodies 
sbonld  anxiously  devise  remedies  and  relief  , 
The  impressive  and  gloomy  description  of  the 
Sei&tor  ftom  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  Hatnb,)  as 
to  the  actual  state  and  wretohed  prospects  <S 
his  immediate  fellow-citizens,  awakens  the 
liveliest  sympathy,  and  should  command  oar 
attention.  It  is  their  right;  it  is  our  duty. 
I  cannot  feel  indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of 
any  portion  of  the  American  people;  and 
esteem  it  inconsistent  with  the  scope  and 
purpose  of  the  federal  constitution,  that  any 
~i)oritj,  no  matter  how  large,  shoold  eon- 
re  at  or  protract  the  oppre8m<Ni  or  misery 
of  any  minority,  do  matter  haw  smalL  \  dis- 
claim and  detest  the  idea  of  making  one  pait 
subservient  to  another ;  of  feasting  upon  ths 
extorted  substance  of  ray  ooimtrynien;  of  en- 
riching my  own  region  by  draining  the  fertili^ 
and  resources  of  a  neighbor;  of  becomii^ 
wealthy  with  spoils  which  leave  their  legitimate 
owners  impoverished  and  desolate.  But,  rir,  I 
want  proof  of  a  fact,  whose  existence,  at  least 
as  described,  it  ia  difficnlt  even  to  conceive; 
and,  above  all,  I  want  tiie  true  causes  of  that 
fact  to  be  asoert^ned ;  to  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  legialative  remedy,  and  to  han 
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that  remtdj  of  » lUtnre  wliieh  1087  be  applied 
without  prodncing  more  mischief  thao  thoae  it 
proposes  to  care.  The  proneneoa  to  euggerate 
liocul  evils  ii  grestoat  with  tiie  most  p&trioUc. 
Temporary  enibarnis»n>eiit  ia  aenBitivelj"  appre- 
lieoded  to  bo  permanent.  Every  dfty's  expe- 
rieaee  teaohes  how  j^t  we  are  to  Dugnify  par- 
tUl  into  anlrers^  Stress,  aod  with  what  aiffi- 
enltf  an  eicitod  imagination  rescues  itself  from 
despondency.  It  will  not  do,  air,  to  act  npon 
tiie  glowing  or  pathetic  delineationa  of  a  gifted 
orator ;  it  will  not  do  to  become  enlisted,  by 
ardent  nzhortations,  in  a  omsade  against  estab- 
lished systAms  of  policy ;  it  will  not  do  to  de- 
molish the  wsUb  of  our  citadel  to  the  sonnds  of 
plaintive  eloQQence,  or  flre  thelempleat  the 
call  of  impaaaioned  enthasiaitm. 

What^  air,  n  the  catue  of  Southern  distress  t 
Has  any  ger.lleman  yet  ventnred  to  designate 
it  t  Can  any  one  do  more  than  suppose,  or  ar- 
gomentaiJTely  assiime  it  I  I  am  neither  willing 
nor  ooinpet«Qt  to  flatter.  To  pruse  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Sooth  Oerotina  wonld  be 
.0  the  violet — 

Bat  if  he  has  fkiled  to  discover  the  source  of 
the  evils  he  dapLores,  whocannnfolditt  Amid 
the  warm  and  indiscriminating  dennnciations 
with  which  he  has  assailed  the  policy  of  pro- 
tecting domestio  mannfsotnres  and  native  prod- 
uce, he  franldy  avows  that  he  wonld  not 
"deny  that  there  are  other  caoaes  besides  the 
tariff  which  have  oontribnted  to  produce  the 
evils  wliioh  he  has  depicted."  What  are  those 
"other  oansesi"  In  what  jiroportioo  have 
they  acted )  How  mnoh  of  this  dark  shadow- 
ing is  Horibable  to  each  singly,  and  to  all  in 
combination  t  Would  the  tsriff  be  at  all  felt, 
or  deaonncAd,  if  these  other  oanses  were  not  in 
operatjon  t  Wonld  not,  in  Csot,  its  influence, 
in  discriminations,  ita  inequalities,  its  oppres- 
•  iiODS,  bnt  Jm  theae  "other  eanaes,"  be  snakm 
bytheelMtid^  and  energy  andexhanriJesaqiirit 
of  the  South,  as  "  dew  drops  from  the  lion's 
mme ! "  These  inqnirie^  tdr,  mnat  be  satiafac- 
toiily  answered  before  we  can  b«  jnstly  required 
to  kgiriate  away  an  entire  system.  If  it  be  the 
root  at  all  evil,  let  it  be  eipcMed  and  demolished. 
If  ilspoisonons  exhalations  be  bnt  partial,  let 
nt  preserve  snch  portions  as  are  innoxions.  I^ 
■s  the  luminary  of  day,  it  be  pare  and  salnlary 
in  itself  let  ns  not  wish  itextingnisbed,  becanse 
of  the  shadows,  olonda,  and  darkness,  which 
obscure  its  brightness  or  impede  its  vivifying 
power. 

Sir,  there  are  "  other  CAuses  "  than  the  policy 
of  protection,  to  which  oar  Sonthem  brethren 
might,  and,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  impute  the 
d^ored  evils  nnder  which  they  snffer.  Some 
of  these  are  adequate  to  produce,  and,  if  not 
providentially  arT«st«d  in  their  progresa,  will 
nnavoidablT  produce,  calamities  far  more  ex- 
tensive and  desolating  than  any  yet  experienced. 
Every  day,  every  honr,  augmenta  their  force, 
*^ai^es  dwir   9here,    and   maoifeata    their 


agency.  Nor  is  their  onward  march  a  sketch 
of  fancy,  or  the  conclosion  of  plausible  argn- 
ment :  it  is  a  fact,  discernible  to  every  eye, 
known  to*every  well-informed  man  in  the 
conntry,  appreciated  by  every  candid  one,  and 
disputed  by  none.  The  delosion  and  mistake 
lie  in  couuderin^  these  "other  caueee"  as 
secondary  and  slight,  instead  of  primary  and 

Sawerfol :  in  visiting  upon  a  anl^ect  of  political 
islike,  oonseqaenoes  ^rly  and  obviously  at- 
tributable to  specifio,  natural,  social,  or  moral 
ageaoiee :  in  fastening  upon  the  tari9|  M  bna- 
tics  are  apt  to  fasten  npon  their  reputed  con- 
inrer  or  wizard,  the  storm  of  the  elements,  the 
harrenness  of  plantations,  the  debility  arisiag 
from  constitDtiunal  disease,  and  the  mysteriou* 
operations  of  decay. 

I  have  said  that  "  other  cause* "  exist,  ade- 
quate to  all  the  lamented  distresses.  Among 
tbese,  is  one  which,  alone,  nnaided  by  co-oper- 
ation from  others,  necessarily  leads  to  results 
of  wide-spread,  protracted,  and  conapioaoua 
embarrassment  and  desolation.  The  great 
Sonthern  Btuile,  cotton,  is  the  product  of  an 
exhausting  plant — a  plant  which  feeds  vora- 
ciously upon  the  fertility  and  strength  of  the 
best  soils.  Every  returning  season  finds  the 
earth  in  which  it  is  CQltivM«d  leas  oompet«mt 
to  supply  itji  exactions,  and  sustuning,  therefore^ 
a  lees  hardy  and  generous  growth.  The  ulti- 
mate dissatisfaction  of  the  plauterj  whose  prod- 
nee  thus  annnally  diminishes,  is  inevitable 
He  struggles,  perhaps  for  years,  in  frnitless 
efforta  to  revive  the  original  fecundity  of  his 
farm ;  to  oireat,  at  least,  its  gradual  decrease 
from  eight  or  six  bales,  by  the  hand,  to  two  or 
three :  and  he  submits  to  the  reduction  of  hii 


nated,  a  neighborhood  in  which  he  has  acquired 
character  and  friends,  and  a  social  circle  to 
which  his  family  are  endeared  and  attached. 
But  the  final  period  of  comparative  sterility 
must  arrive ;  the  season  wherein  labor  will  tw 
unrewarded,  granaries  noreplenished,  and  means 
onrenewed,  must  come  to  him  or  tohis  successor; 
and,  when  that  period  ia  at  hand,  the  d^ected 
and  disappointed  owner  looks  elsewhere  for 
consolation  and  resource.  Then  it  i^  ur,  the 
impelled  and  adventnroDs  husbandman  of 
North  aod  South  Carolina,  while  'he  has  yet 
scarcely  entertained  the  pn^eot  of  removal, 
casts  his  anxions  eyes  upon  the  immense  r^on, 
in  his  immediate  vicinity,  of  land,  much  cheap- 
er than  in  his  native  State,  of  virgin  soil,  upon 
whose  charma  his  favorite  voluptuary  has  not 
yet  battened,  of  equal,  if  not  superior,  climat«^ 
and  of  ascertained  fitness  in  every  respect,  for 
the  plwit  to  which  his  skill  and  industry  have 
long  been  adapted.  Is  it  surprising  that  this 
bonndleas  range  of  territory  ahodd  tXxtet 
capital  and  mterprise  to  the  culture  of  cotbm 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  t  That  the  qnao- 
tity  of  production  ahonld  rapidly  augment,  and 
its  relative  value  of  price  fall,  or  that  it  should 
offer  temptations,  irresistible  by  oonadons  in- 
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,  doBtry  and  fmgality,  to  abandon  the  compara- 
tively ipent  farms  heretofore  tilled  t 

Hen,  sir,  will  change  their  abodes,  under  the 
drcuraBtanoes  to  which  I  have  advnted,  by  an 
Impulu  which  may  almost  be  r^arded  as  a  law 
of  oar  nature.  The  serious  conoerns  of  life  are 
not,  cannot,  and  onght  not  to  be  regulated  by 
the  amiable  sentimetitB  which  connect  tbem- 
Mlvea  with  the  recoUectiona  of  the  past.  We 
quit  the  homes  of  oar  anceetore,  the  graves  of 
our  kindred,  the  hills  and  valleys  of  our  child' 
hood,  and  with  many  a  sigh,  it  is  trne,  and  with 
many  a  longing,  lingering  look  behind ;  bnt 


^it  thma  tdl,  withprondandself-snstainingres- 
olatioD,inpQrsnlt  of  snb^tence,  of  settlements 
for  oor  children,  of  personal  and  permanent  in- 
dependence. Snch  have  been  the  conrse  of 
human  coodnct,  and  the  career  of  hnman  ac- 
tion,  in  all  ages,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  liie  land  of  promise  was,  and  always 
will  be,  the  goal  of  oeaseless  emi^tion.  We, 
sir,  especially,  are  a  migratory  people.  With 
almost  every  range  of  climate,  and  an  unlimited 
extent  of  l^d  wnerefrom  to  choose,  "  a  world 
before  us,  and  Providence  oor  guide,"  our 
readiness  to  improve  the  condition  of  life,  by 
entering  upon  new  scenes  of  activity,  is  at  the 
same  time  unobatmct«d  by  the  difflcnlties  and 
donbte  which  repel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
oountries.  Onr  political  institutions  are  eyery- 
where  throughout  oar  oontinent  the  same. 
Onr  language,  with  inconsiderable  and  few  es- 
oeplions,  is  uniform ;  our  medium  of  exchange, 
money,  coin,  and  even  one  species  of  bank  pa- 
per, is  identical ;  the  great  practical  hindrancee 
are  nnknowu  to  na ;  and  we  may  pass  throngh 
every  degree  of  salubrious  temperature,  and 
overthoQsandsofleagnes,  changing  in  onr  prog- 
ress nothing  bot  the  sky  and  the  soil.  Hence 
it  is  that  we  have  long  since  tamed  our  backs 
upon  the  Atlantic  and  its  shores,  la  gaze  upon, 
and  to  bend  our  steps  towards  the  noh  plains, 
the  laughing  valleys,  the  thronged  rivers,  and 
the  health-inspiring  hills,  of  the  American 
West. 

If,  then,  rir,  the  appalling  picture  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina  be  striotiy 
trne ;  and  if  it  be  also  true,  as  no  one  has  been 
or  can  be  adventnrons  enough  to  deny,  that 
the  regiona  lying  immediately  to  the  west  of 
those  districts  which  his  picture  is  designed  to 
represent,  are  open  and  still  opening  for  a 
cheaper  and  more  abundant  growth  of  tne  very 
w>ttoa  to  whose  depreciated  value  he  ascribw 
Bouthem  distress  and  complaint,  I  recognize,  in 
the  cause  to  whiPh  I  have  referred,  an  adequate 
cause;  a  cause  absolutely  distinct  trom  the 
tariff:  a  cause,  in  its  origin  and  effects,  tran- ' 
scendently  beyond  the  course  of  any  policy ;  a 
cause,  outof  the  reach  of  legislative  remedy ;  a 
cause  which  hnman  agents  are  utterly  iuoom- 
petent  to  control,  arrest,  mitigate,  or  modify,. 

Having  thns,  sir,  removed  from  debate,  or 
from  my  own  mind,  the  oppressive  weight  of 
BO  much  of  the  argument  of  the  Senators  op- 
posed to  me,  OB  oonaists  of  {Rowing  and  {^oom  j 


pictares  of  human  wretohednees  and  local  des- 
olation, I  mnst  be  permitted  to  state  my  im- 

presriona  of  what  this  great  national  poUof, 
rather  disingennonsly  termed  oar,  or  the  Amer- 
ican syslem,  truly  is. 

Its  foundation,  Mr.  Prendent,  Is  the  broad 
and  impregnable  principle  of  national  inde- 
pendence; and  its  object  and  tendency  are  to 
give  to  the  American  people,  the  entire  people, 
tiie  people,  as  a  mass,  and  in  detlUl,  employ- 
ments of  thur  own,  resouroes  of  their  own, 
strength  of  their  own,  and  happiness  of  tJieir 
own;  which  cannot  bis  iqjuriouely  tfeoted  in 
war  or  peace,  through  stratagem  or  deeign  by 
any  oQier  people.  Such  are  its  cardiual  dar- 
acteristies.  11  there  be  any  portion  of  the 
means  for  effecting  this  policy,  which  does  not 
square  with  these  charaoteristice,  to  tbat  I  am 
opposed.  If,  in  attaining  these  fimdameiat^ 
and  invaluable  objects,  partial,  oocasianal,  or 
sectional  injury  be  inflicted,  that  I  would  rem- 
edy or  redress,  by  exerting  the  force  of  all  our 
institutions  as  best  I  can.  The  good  of  Um 
whole  is  rarely,  if  ever,  accomplished  without 
some  sacrifice  to  at  least  a  part :  but,  tindoubt- 
edly,  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  of  every 
scheme  of  legislation  should  be  contracted  to 
as  narrow  a  sphere  as  piossible,  should  be  anx- 
iously mitigated  as  much  as  possible,  and  abould 
ultimately  be  repaid  as  fiilly  as  possible. 

Sir,  this  is  no  selfish  policy,  in  the  udions 
sense  of  that  epithet.  To  the  American  people, 
as  contradistingnished  from  any  and  every 
other  people,  it  may  bo  so.  Nature,  in  the  cre- 
ation of  peculiar  languages,  various  climate^ 
and  different  forms  of  Government,  has  cmn- 
pelled  distinct  and  separate  maueea  of  men, 
communities,  and  nations,  to  he  selSsb.  It  i« 
their  state  of  nature,  liable  to  be  modifiad,  ai 
oiviliKation  leads  to  intercourse,  barter,  and  re- 
ciprocity, by  convention  and  mutual  agreement 
only.  National  selfishness  results  from  neoe*- 
dty,  and  is  beyond  reproach.  Without  it,  in- 
dependent existence  is  unimaginable :  irithoot 
it,  we  could  have  no  country. 

But  honorable  Senators  have  described  tlus 

Silicy  as  emanating  from,  and  exclusively  nae- 
1  to,  rich  capitalists,  monopolists,  and  mann- 
faotnrers.  If  it  be  so,  let  us  abandon  it.  Bnt, 
before  acquiescing  in  the  description,  it  is  onr 
duty  to  reflect  and  to  examine. 

As  a  policy,  sir,  adapted  to  the  welfare  ut 
any  nation,  it  emanates  from  remote  antiquity, 
and  has  been,  more  or  leas,  cherished  and  prao- 
tised  by  every  people.  Modem  philosophy  mav 
sometimes  be  disadvantageously  contrasted  with 
audeut  wisdom,  as  beautiful  abatractious  are 
often  disproved  hy  a  snecession  of  experiments. 
£gypt,  in  her  grandeur,  Greece,  in  her  DriUioncy, 
Rome,  in  her  omnipotence,  dedaced  their  mag- 
nifloenoe  and  vigor,  at  least  in  part,  from  this  "  ac- 
cursed "  policy.  It  was  known  to  them  all ;  it  was 
enforced  by  them  all ;  and  it  aggrandized  them 
all.  These  are  great  names !  and  the  annals  of 
history  tender  for  enumeration  many  others  fa- 
miliar to  the  learning  of  those  whom  I  address. 
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It  U  true,  u  the  Senator  tnum  Sonth  Oarolina 
hM  Hid,  th&t  the  political  eoonom;  of  free 
trade,  howeirar  eaptivatiug  in  theorj,  is,  in- 
deed, "  a  disooverj  of  mo^ra  times."  It  hu 
no  existence  bat  in  bookfi.  It  nerer  bu  been 
tMTted,  and  it  never  can  be  l«at«d,  without  the 
Utopian  resort  to  a  Oongrew  of  nations — a  re- 
sort recommended  by  some  paniph!et«er,  whose 
treatise,  lud  upon  oar  tables  within  a  few 
weeks  pasl^  seems  to  come  in  aid  of  this  "  di»- 
ooverjr  of  ntodam  times"— «  reaort,  whicli  like 
another  Oongresa,  that  of  Panama,  will  prove 
*'  iatroufable,"  aoxionslr  and  pompoosl;  songLt, 
bat  nerar  found. 
I  have  said  that  onoe  the  ratriotism  of  Fenn- 

alvania  aided  with  her  poUcj:   and  I  agree 
at  now  her  interests  are  involved  in  its  steadr 
prosecntion.     She  has  incarred,  within  a  few 

Sara  Itack,  a  greater  public  debt  than  the  ex- 
ing  one  ot  the  nation.  Her  internal  improve- 
ments, inuneobc  and  Ineetimable,  have  been 
mainl;  and  vigoronslj  directed,  under  the  ans- 
{rioiona  shield  of  jonr  protective  sjstem,  to  the 
development  of  her  own  resonrces  and  the  en- 
couragement of  her  own  indostry.  Her  legal 
eode  has  given  every  focility  to  the  attainment 
of  public  convenience,  free  intercourse,  and 
safe  transportation.  The  noble  turnpikes, 
broad  highwafs,  conntless  canals,  solid  bridges, 
and  splendid  railways,  which  intersect  and 
unite  all  parts  of  her  territory,  are  the  prodacts 
of  a  fall  reliance  in  the  stability  and  eioellenoe 
of  the  polioj.  Do  yon  sappose  that  she  would 
have  gone  thna  far  in  ezpenditnre,  merely  to 
beooma  the  recipient  ana  channel  of  esotio 
fiibrios — of  Earopean  hnabandry  and  mannfac- 
toreat  No,  sir.  Her  purpose  has  been  to 
scatter  her  own  rich  ores  amon^  her  laborions 
people :  to  bring  into  operation  her  water 
power :  to  supply  her  meoKanios  and  her  poor 
with  bar  variona  woods,  her  Inezhanstible  foci, 
her  salt,  her  minerals :  and  to  carry  comfort 
and  independenoe  to  the  homestead  of  every 

What  are  the  fruits  of  this  Pennsylvania  pol- 
icy t  I  will  illnstrata  them  by  recurring  to  the 
aingle  article  of  her  own,  iron.  Ita  quality  is 
nnquestiooably  oqnal,  if  not  superior,  io  that  of 
England.  Its  cohesiveoess  is  greater — a  obsin 
of  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter  not  breaking 
mi  hardened  with  a  weisht  of  sixty  tons,  while 
krimilar  English  one  yielded  to  forty-three  tons 
only :  one  cl  an  inch  end  an  eighth  broke  not, 
till  oppreased  by  foil  forty-ona  tons.  For 
veldina  also,  it  is  anperior ;  superior  for  spikes 
and  botbi  employed  in  oonstmoting  shipa;  sn- 
perior  for  wheel  tires ;  and  at  least  equal  for  nse 
on  railways.  Oar  iron-workers  are  willing  to 
give,  and  actually  do  give,  twenty-five  per 
eant.  more  for  the  American  than  the  Engliah 
■rtlde. 

The  afibot  <rf  onr  policy  on  this  eaeential 
metal  has  been  strikingly  evinced,  first,  in  ang- 
menting  the  number  ot  its  &otories  and  -  its 
qnantily:  secondly,  in  redacing  the  prices  of  its 
UuinnfaatoraB :   and.  tliiidly,  in  diTnuminnting 


widely,  tiirongh  its  agency,  the  meaus  of  sub- 
sist«nce  and  comfort. 

1.  Since  the  year  1S24,  thirty-fonr  new  fiir- 
naoe*  hava  been  erected  in  Pennsylvania,  west 
of  the  Alleghany  mountain — each  formii^  not 
a  mine  of  wealth  for  the  rich  monopolist,  but  a. 
nnoleus  for  a  busy,  thriving,  and  joyous  village. 

During  the  years  1829  and  1830,  the  quantity 
of  iron  rolled  at  Pittsbarg  alone  increased  from 
three  thousand  to  more  tiian  nine  thooaaud 

9.  The  reduction  of  the  prioea  waa  a  neoea- 
sany  ounsequenee  of  the  domeetio  oompetititm, 
created  and  excited  by  the  policy.  Since  1818, 
1619,  and  1820,  the  implementa  of  husbandry 
have  sank  in  price  thus :  Ajtea,  frcHn  twenty- 
four  dollar^  to  twelve  dollars  by  the  dozen: 
scythes,  spades,  and  common  shovels,  fifty  per 
cent  Iron  hoea,  at  nine  dollars  by  the  doien, 
have  given  way  to  steal  onea,  at  four  dollara  by 
the  dozen :  socket  shovela,  once  sold  at  twelve 
dollu^  by  the  doien,  now  sell  at  four  dollars 
and  fifty  ceuta :  iron  vioea,  onoe  at  twenty  cents 
by  the  pound,  now  at  ten  cents :  braziers'  rods 
were,  in  1824,  imparted  at  three  hnndred  and 
thirteen  dollars  by  the  ton,  and  now  are  made 
at  one  hnndred  and  thirty  dollars :  and  steam 
en^nes  have  actually,  since  1838,  fallen  Utif 
per  cent,  in  prioe„wbi]e  at  the  same  time  the 
amount  of  material  and  labor  of  whioh  they  are 
composed,  has  nearly  doabled. 

S.  The  extent  to  which  the  mannfbotnre  of 
this  substance  contributes  to  diffiise  the  means 
of  support  and  comfort,  cannot  be  prorasely 
estdmated  as  to  any  putioolar  district  of  coun- 
try. The  proportion  of  ita  effective  action 
upon  Pennsylvania  may  alone  be  presumed 
fVoro  a  iwi  calonlation  of  its  aggregate  valne  in 
the  Union,  and  a  general  knowledge  of  the  nu- 
merous and  important  establishments  scattered 
thronghoat  that  State.  It  is  asoerttuned,  with 
reasonable  certainty,  that,  in  the  small  oounty 
of  Delaware,  about  two  hundred  and  tlurty-five 
persons  annually  produce  a  valne  of  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  thousand  one  hnndred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  whioh  undergoes  its  local 
and  natural  distribution.  In  the  large  oonntiea 
of  Centre  and  Huntingdon,  extensively  engaged 
in  the  business,  the  oompntation  necessarily 
rises  much  higher.  Now,  it  is  believed,  iVom 
snch  returns  as  have  been  oollected,  that  in  the 
United  States  there  are  no  fewer  than  twenty* 
four  thousand  nine  hnndred  and  seventy-iiiua 
iron  workmeu,  each  having,  on  an  average, 
four  individuals  dependent  upon  his  labors : 
one  handred  and  twenty-four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  uinety-five  human  Iwings  are 
therefore  provided  with  adequate  livelihood  by 
this  single  branch  of  industry  in  ita  earliest 
stages.  Suppoung  each  workmui  to  receive 
the  modioum  of  one  dollar  a  day,  or  say  three 
hundred  dollara  a  year,  and  there  are  dissemi* 
nated  in  wages  no  leas  than  seven  million  four 
hnndred  ana  ninety-three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars:  their  fabrics,  finding  their  w^  to 
various  markets,  eoalC«r,  as  they  advance,  tits 
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charges  of  transportation,  o(impat«d  to  exceed 
one  million  two  hundred  uta  fifty  thousand 
doUars :  and  thna  the  entire  process  fomiahea, 
for  diffusion  iiinong  the  laboring,  merltorioos, 
u)d  most  Qseful  masses  of  society,  an  annaa] 
snm  little  short  of  nine  millions  of  dollars. 
The  proportion  of  this  Imposing  value  which 
foils  to  the  lot  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  imag- 
ined, but  cannot  be  aaserted. 

The  relation,  Ur.  President,  of  the  observa- 
tions wliich  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
th«  consideratjon  of  the  8eaat«,  to  tbe  two  rea- 
(dntions  before  us,  is  obvious  and  diraot. 

The  first  resolution — that  i^  the  Senator 
from  EentDck; — presapposee  the  naticHi^  debt 
paid,  and  proposes  to  reuooe  the  dutiee  on  arti- 
elee  imported,  as  far  at  least  as  is  consistent 
with  the  principle  and  practice  of  prot«oting 
the  great  national  interesta  involved  in  domes- 
tio  mannfaotures. 

The  second  resolotioa— that  <A  tiie  Beoator 
from  South  OaroUna — proposes  to  rednce  tbe 
revenue  to  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  to 
abftndoQ,  gradoall)',  bat  certunly,  the  principle 
and  practice  of  protection. 

The  first  averts  protection,  bnt  is  perfectly 
compatible  with  modifications  in  detul :  tiie 
second,  in  design  and  spirit,  repudialea  modifi- 
cation wholly,  and  insists  qpon  entire  reUn- 
qnishment.  It  is  possible  and  proper  for  any 
one  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  first,  and 
yet  feel  at  perfect  liberty  to  acquiesce  in  just 
and  reasonable  alterations  of  the  policy.  It  is 
impossible  and  improper  for  any  one  to  vote 
for  the  second,  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  the 
tx»  to  the  root,  and  to  demolish  the  entire  edi- 
fice of  protection,  to  deny  the  eiiatenoe  or  sal- 
utary nature  of  the  power,  in  the  federal  sys- 
tem, to  pronounoe  a  sentence  of  condemnation 
and  nsnrpation  npon  all  who  have  preceded  as, 
and  to  throw  bacV  upon  the  sopar^  States,  as 
unfit  or  unworthy  of  retention,  the  delegated 
and  important  authority  of  fostering  tlte  indus- 
try of  tne  American  people. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  the  character  of  its  origin,  this  Gov- 
ernment actually  emanates,  under  thd  forms  of 
an  adopted  constitution,  from  the  people  of  the 
Unitod  States,  and  is  essentially  as  well  national 
as  federative :  that  the  powere  to  levy  imposts 
and  to  regulate  commerce  are  powers  not  merely 
expressly  granted  by  the  States,  hut  are  pow' 
era  without  which  tiie  Government  ought  not 
and  cannot  exist :  that  the  grant  of  those  now- 


here, made  the  means  of  protecting  domeatio 
produce  and  manufactures  from  the  injurious 
courses  and  incursions  of  other  countries ;  that, 
in  fact,  such  protection  was  one  of  the  moving 
objects  of  the  revolution,  of  tlie  Union,  and  of 
the  explicit  delc^tion  of  those  powers:  and 
that  a  policy  was  promptiy  establiahad  in  con- 
formity witii  these  views,  and  has  nnceasin^ly 
been  pursued.  I  am  nnwilling,  and,  oonsiat- 
«nily  with  my  understanding  of  the  aenatorial 
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oath,  I  am  unable,  to  aanetion  the  propriitifl> 
of  tbo   gentleman  from  Sooth  OoroUna,  bf 
whidi  all  this  is  virtually,  if  not  directly,  r*- 
pndiated  and  denied. 
I  am  inflexible,  sir,  as  to  nothing  bat  tds- 

3 Date  protAcliou.  llie  process  of  attainiDg 
lat  may  nndui9>  any  mutation.  Becm*  dot 
to  the  home  labor  of  tills  countir,  and  oar  i^ 
ponents  shall  have,  as  &r  aa  my  voice  and  stf- 
frage  can  give  it  to  them,  a  "  eaflt  Unaab" 
whereon  to  settie  any  arrangement  or  ai^mt- 
ment  their  intelligenoe  may  soggest.  It  oMA 
have  been  expected,  not  nureaaonaUy,  tut 
they  who  desired  change  sbonld  tendo*  l^sir 
project;  that  they  would  decignateDoxioos  par 
ticnlars,  and  intimate  tiieb  remedies ;  that  tfaif 
would  invoke  the  sidll  and  aseistanca  <rf  ptaMi- 
cal  and  experienced  observers  on  a  anbjed  wilk 
which  few  of  us  are  famUiar;  and  point  with 
precision  to  ancb  parts  of  the  extensive  syitem 
as  can  be  modified  without  weakening  or  <■- 
dangering  the  whole  atniotiire.  They  have  hr- 
b<aiw  to  do  this.  They  demand  an  (Btire 
demolition.  Vrve  trade  is  the  bnrden  of  tlior 
eloquence ;  the  gctldeii  fleece  of  th^r  adven- 
turons  enterprise ;  the  goal  abort  of  which  ths; 
will  not  panse  even  to  breathe.  I  eannot  iolD 
their  expedition  fi>r  snch  obijeot.  An  eatabfah- 
ed  policy,  coeval,  tn  the  langn^e  of  Frendeiit 
Jackson,  with  our  Qoveniment ;  believed  by 
an  immense  m^oritj  of  onr  people  to  be  coa- 
stitntional,  wise,  and  expedient;  may  not  be 
abmpUy  abandoned  by  Oongreas,  without  a 
treauierons  departure  from  duty,  a  sbsnwlws 
dereliction  of  sacred  truat  and  confidence.  Te 
expect  it,  is  both  extravagant  and  mikimL  But 
show  ua  your  scheme:  call  it  one  of  reveona 
exclnsively,  if  yon  will:  names  and  eirithea 
are  immaterial :  let  it  acoommodate  oor  poller 
with  the  new  fiscal  attitude  of  the  iiation,  siw 
with  your  wishes;  and,  for  one:,  1  will  givs  it 
the  &vorable  hearing  and  oonsidwation  to 
which  the  pnrity  of  your  motives  and  joar 
allied  sufferings  certainly  entitle  it.  It  is  not 
impossible,  air,  (though  1  confess  mysdf  avsiy 
feecle  instructor  on  this  vast  bnuneas,)  that 
some  rational  project  may  spring  ttaia  wber 
and  analytical  inquiiy,  to  reoonole  ns  aU.  1 
have  heud  intimated  that  new  regnlations  in 
collecting  the  revwiue  might  make  the  proteo- 
tion  to  mannfacturee  even  more  efifectiul  Ihsn 
it  now  ia,  and  yet  remove  every  oanse  of  oon- 

Sl^t.  Let  genUemen  aet  them  forth  for  can- 
id  scrutiny.  Shall  it  be  by  exacting  ths  pay- 
ment of  dutiee  in  cash  t  By  a  system  of  lictfisx 
to  auctioneers  1  By  aboUahing  tiie  osMHsnisnt 
of  dutiee  on  minimum  values  t  DeveltV  ^ 
scheme,  and  enable  us  to  Judge.  Do  yon  P'^ 
attaining  yonr  purpoee  by  specific  recnoticnf  ■» 
dnty  t  On  what  artidee,  then )  to  what  ex- 
tent !  by  what  gradual  decrease  t  All  wa  ds- 
sire,  to  en^le  us  to  prove  onr  readioeu  C 
aooommodate  this  MitangUng  and  diatractiiil 
theme  of  legialationj  is,  that  generalities  naiT 
be  relinquished ;  that  an  tmoonditiofial  sun** 
.  der  to  the  Utc^ian  t^taarr  f£  tern  trade  naT 
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distract  the  pet 
federUiTe  601 


Dot  be  invoked ;  aod  that  such  modifioatioiu  of 
th«  exiatjng  polto;  ma;  be  oholked  out  na  will 
be  nsefol  to  oar  <n>pon«ita  withoat  b«iig  de- 
stxnctive  to  the  polioj  itselt. 

I  lament,  Hi.  Prtmdent,  having  been  obliged, 
in  the  diaohaige  of  a  sappoaed  dutj,  to  treapsM 
M>  long  upon  the  indalgeut  Attention  of  the 
Senate.  I  wonld  doea,  cheerfnllj,  and  forbear, 
in  eonformity  with  m;  original  deteimination, 
adTerting  to  any  topic  not  directly  oonneoted 
yritii  the  solject  of  diwniBuon.  One  nutter, 
however,  has  been  incidrattaUy  introduced,  and 
haa,  in  troth,  beni  often  vehemently  urged 
upon  onr  reaction,  as  to  whii^  I  might  iw 
deemed  a  faithlMe  and  nnfeding  representative 
ware  I  to  abetain  from  ezpreadng  the  decided 
■enee  and  aoxioai  sentiments  of  tite  patriotic 
oommonilj  who  eent  me  here. 

Sir,  I  have  uo^iing  so  mneh  and  so  deeply  at 
heart,  aa  the  maintenaitoe  of  the  harmony  and 
perpetaity  of  this  Cnion.  Whatever  may  be 
the  contrary  and  irreccmoilable  appearanoa  of 
opinima,  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  and 
no  difference  can  be '  contemned,  while  the 
_  .  — j__  _.  _.j|,  oonstitntioQ,  and  the  good 
i>  the  leading  and  paramount 
ui.  If  there  be  any — certainly 
a  open  this  floor — who  seek  to 
uw  and  dissolve  the  bonds  of  01m 
'emment;  who  wonld  pnt  at 
Lasard,  in  pnrsnit  of  temporary  projects,  or  to 
indulge  ambiUoos  aspirants,  the  repose  and  in- 
stitutiona  of  the  republic ;  who  cont«nplat« 
change  and  revelation ;  I  beeeech  saoh  men  to 
(otend  tbcnr  (breeasting  vision  into  the  flilnre, 
and  to  ooDfront  posterity.  Let  them  be  warned, 
by  antJeipatlng  the  jadgment  of  that  tribunal. 
The  exoitements  of  the  day  may  be  gratified : 
they  may  delode  themselves  into  the  belief  that 
they  are  laboring  to  rindloate  tlie  oonstitntion, 
or  to  uphold  the  prindijles  of  hnman  liberty ; 
bnt  if  they  recklessly  involve  the  Americtui 
people  in  the  borroFs,  nncerbuntiee,  and  fatal 
conseqnenoea  oif  civil  war,  and  of  violent  dis- 
niptioa,  they  mnst  be  content  to  receive,  as  a 
merited  reward,  an  immortality  of  detestation. 
Hielr  party  and  paltiy  pretexts  will  be  forgot- 
ten; thdr  refined  disoriminaCioiis  in  theory, 
and  thcsr  high-wrooght  dedsmatjou,  will  be 
forgotten;  even  their  virtoons  passions  will 
oeaae  to  extennate  their  offence ;  and  all  pos- 
teri^,  sb^iggiing  in  vun  to  reoombine  the  ele- 
moite,  and  to  rebaUd  the  edifice  of  onr  great, 
aod  glorious,  and  happy  confederacy — amid  the 
deaolation  of  perpetual  oonfiicta,  and  in  the 
darknasa  of  se(±ional  bondage — nill  doom  them 
to  load,  deep,  and  everlasting  execration.  Let 
no  man,  dr,  seek  devotion  or  renown,  at  the 

Sice  of  the  Notional  Union  and  tranqnillity. 
e  will  never  find  it.  Failing,  he  must  rank, 
daring  liSo,  omoDg  the  few  ontcaeto  whom  we 
have  yet  ^^ndered ;  and  if  he  achieve  his 
eoonb-y's  ruin,  when  dead,  the  bnrning  lava  of 
nniversal  hatred  will  roll  hissing  over  his 
gr»ve;  and,  thonafa  like  "the  aspiring  yonth 
wlao  Sied  the  Ephesian  dome,"  he  should  oo> 
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The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  oon- 

sideration  of  Hr.  Olax'b  resolution,  together 

with  the  amcodment  proposed  thereto  by  Ur. 

H*TBR. 

Mr.  RoBBim,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  as  follows: 

The  question  before  ns.  as  I  take  it,  is  one  of 
expediency.  Is  it  expedient  t«  give  to  the  in- 
dustry of  the  oonntry  the  market  of  the  coun- 
try, by  means  of  protecting  duties,  in  preference 
to  leaving  that  market  open  to  the  equal  com- 
petition of  foreign  industry  without  restrio- 

tiOQl 

I  know  it  has  been  ui^ed  here,  and  much 
insisted  on  dsewhere,  that  the  expediency  is 
not  the  only  question ;  that  a  prior  and  para- 
mount qaestion  ia,  has  Congress  the  power,  the 
oonetitntiona]  power  to  do  this ! 

It  is  not  denied  that  Congress  has  daimed 
and  exercised  this  power,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government  to  this  honr ;  that  it 
Is  now  in  practical  opwation ;  and  that  never, 
till  since  1626,  has  it  been  serionsly,  if  at  oil, 
questioned,  by  aaj  party,  at  any  time. 

There  are  two  or  three  reflections,  which,  if 
doly  weighed,  I  shoold  think  wonld  satisfy 
everj^  reflecting  mind  that  Oongress,  in  exer- 
oidng  this  power,  has  not  usnrpod  nndelegatod 
power. 

If  the  power  of  taxation,  ad  libitum  in 
amount,  he  ia  Congress,  the  exercise  of  that  , 
power  must  be  discretionary  with  Oongress ; 
and  whether,  in  any  ^ven  instance,  It  shall  be 
exercised,  or  to  whot  extent  it  shall  be  exer- 
cised, must  always  be  a  question  of  expedientrr, 
and  never  can  be  a  question  of  constitntional 
right.  Now,  the  power  of  taxation  is  expressly 
given  to  Congress,  and  given  without  limita- 
tion as  to  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  rused 
by  it  That  amount  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
Oongress. 

Ag«n:  The  regnlation  of  oommeroe  with 
foreign  nations  is  expressly  given  to  Congress, 
and  given  withoat  restriction.  Now,  a  tariff 
of  duties  on  imports  is  strictly  and  literdly  a 
regnlation  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations ; 
and  whether  that  tariff  shall  be  higher  or  lower, 
or  what  it  shdl  be,  mnst  be  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, and  cannot  be  a  question  of  oonstita- 
tional  right 

Besides,  this  power,  as  has  l>een  well  stated, 
and  ably  a^^ed  by  use  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (ICr.  Oxitiidt,)  is  essential  to 
notional  sovereignty ;  and  to  deny  it  to  oar  Qov- 
emmeut,  would  be,  so  far,  to  lay  our  conn  try  pros- 
trate at  the  feet  of  every  other  sovereignty  in  the 
world.  If  all  other  sovereignties  could  wield 
this  power  against  us,  (as,  undoubtedly,  they 
can,  and  do,)  ood  we  ooold  not  wield  it  against 
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them  in  eelf-defence but  the  snppnBiUon  Is 

intolerable,  and  I  will  not  canj  out  the  idea, 
and  depict  the  ooDsequeocea. 

For  what  American,  Jostlf  prond  of  big  na- 
tion, oonld  brook,  for  a  moment,  the  idea  of  a 
crippled  and  Bnbordimito  soverelgntj',  that  oonld 
not  meet  snj  other  and  every  other  national 
Bovereignty,  with  power  against  power,  with 

SrerogatiTe  against  prerogatiTe,  as  an  equal  t 
ratiooal  sovereigntiea,  whatever  may  be  the 
form  of  the  National  Govemment,  have  all  the 
BUne  attributes ;  otherwise,  they  would  not  be 
eqnal  and  independent  Bovereignties.  God  for- 
bid that  this  Oovemment  shonld  ever  admit 
the  idea,  or  act  npon  the  idea,  of  being  an  in- 
ferior, and,  therefore,  a  dt^aded  sovereignty  1 
I^  dien,  yon  admit  (and  who  will  den^  iti) 
tiiat  oar  Government  may  exert  this  power 
against  other  Goveramenta,  to  vindicate  oor 
eqnal  and  juit  rights,  yon  give  np  the  whole 
controTorsy;  for  then  yon  admit  tiie  existence 
of  the  power  in  the  Government  The  power 
being  s4mitt«d,  its  exorcise,  in  all  oases,  mnst 
be  regulated  by  the  discretion  of  Oongreee. 

How,  then,  I  ask,  can  it  be  contended  that, 
la  ezerciring  this  power.  Congress  has  nenrped 
ondelegatad  power  t 

I^  instead  of  saying  this,  yon  vary  yonr  lan- 
gaage,'and  say  that  Congress,  in  fixing  a  tariff 
of  dntiea  on  importa,  with  a  view  to  protection, 
has  abased  discretional?  power,  it  brings  the 
inqnirr  precieely  to  what  I  stated  it  t«  be — an 
inqniry  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  protesting 
polioy.  ' 

And  let  it  be  reoolleoted  that  the  qnestion  is 
not,  whether  a  new  policy,  and  hitherto  nn- 
knowu  to  the  Government,  shall  now  be  adopt- 
ed ;  bnt  whether  a  policy,  coeval  with  the 
Government  itself,  which  has  now  been  pnr- 
aned  for  forty  years  and  npwarda,  and  with  a 
gradually  increasing  intenmty ;  which  is  now 
in  the  foU  tide  of  experiment  -,  with  which  in- 
terests, almost  too  vast  to  be  calculated,  and 
hardly  to  be  conceived^  have  grown  np  and  are 
interwoven,  and  on  which  thej  are  dependent 
■ — the  queatioa  now  ia,  whether  this  policy  shall 
be  continned,  or  shall  be  abandoned.  Thongh 
this  is  really  the  qnestion ;  thongh  these  con- 
nderations  carry  with  them  an  imposing  weight 
towards  settling  this  qneation ;  yet  I  am  not 
willing  to  rest  it,  and  leave  it  to  be  decided  on 
these  considerations ;  for  I  am  convinced  that 
the  policy  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country  ; 
and  that,  if  It  had  never  been  adopted,  it  onght 
now  to  be  adopted ;  that  we  are  invited 
to  it  by  ether  oonaiderations,  that  are  irreaiat- 
ible. 

So  State  ever  became  great  by  ita  pidicy,  but 
by  a  steady  and  perse^rlog  pnrsolt  of  that 
policy;  and  wondorfbl  is  the  efficacy  of  such 
8t«aduiess  and  perseverance.  1  b^  leave  to 
refer  to  a  few  instances. 

Great  Britain  owes  her  astooifihlng  opulenoe 
and  power  to  thia  steadiness  of  pnrsnit.  It  is 
now  about  two  hnndred  years  since  she  began 
iu  earnest  the  policy  of  seonring  to  her  own 
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industry  the  monopoly  of  her  own  nuwkets; 
and  never  for  a  moment  has  ahe  relaxed  m  tiia 
least  fVom  the  poranit  of  that  policy.  It  iii> 
volved  her  in  one  war ;  bnt  no  force  withoot, 
no  complaint,  no  clamors  within,  ever  indnoed 
on  her  Mrt  any,  the  least  wavering,  in  the  par- 
suit.  The  astonishing  rwnlts,  I  have  Jnat  now 
^ven.  Other  natiooa  have  not  profltM  eqaally 
ly  the  p<^ioy,  only  beoaose  tbey  have  tailed  of 
equal  steadiness  in  tiie  pursuit.  With  them, 
the  policy  has  been  fluctuating;  sometiBNa 
pursued,  and  sometimee  abwidoned,  and  aoaw- 
times  relaxed  into  a  "Jndidcns  tariff."  It  is 
henoe  that  they  have  been  tiirown  bo  nra^  in 
the  rear  ot  Gr^  Britain.  Bnt  tfa^  eyea  aie 
now  opened;  the  aealeshavelUlenfrom  IImb; 
they  are  wide  awake  to  the  importance  of  this 
policy;  and  Great  Bribun  can  no  longer  delndt 
than  with  the  fine  theory  of  her  Adain  Smith, 

hioh  sha  recommends  to  them,  bnt  rtpadiatta 

ir  herself. 

Andent  Rome  was  tmce  an  ioomuid- 
erable  village,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,    Tliat 

'"       reared  itself  into  a  vast  empir«,  etnbrae- 
fairest  portions  of  the  habitaUe  gtobe ; 
eline,  (as the  poetezpresMsit,) 
"  A  Oadibui  usque 
Autotam  et  Ouigen : " 

from  Oadis  to  Aurora  and  the  Gai^ea ; "  on 
the  other,  from  ^e  homing  desert  of  Ijbia  to 
the  Danube  and  the  Rhine — an  empire  of  whidi 
all  present  France  was  bnt  a  province,  and 
Great  Britain  bnt  an  append^e  of  that  joor- 
ince.  In  Europe,  in  Asia,  iu  AMca,  she  saw 
her  eaglea,  like  the  deleoatea  of  her  Jovo,  bear 
her  thunders  in  trinmph  over  thdr  nl^ngated 
and  trembling  nations.  How  is  this  prodigy 
to  be  aeoonnted  for  I  Solely  by  steadlneBs  ot 
pursuit.  That  ombitioiu  village  proposed  to 
nerself  the  aoqniaition  of  nulitur  poweo',  and 
nothing  else — 
*■  ds  tibi  erant  artes ;  pacis  qne  imponere  norem, 

P*rc«re  Eultjectls,  et  debellore  toperbos  : " 

and  the  whole  scheme  of  her  policy  had  refei^ 
enoe  to,  and  was  concentered  in,  Uiat  lesdiag 
object;  and  that  policy  was  steadily,  and  an- 
waveringly.  and  exolosively,  pursued,  tar  aevM 
hundred  years.  The  same  policy  ^at  progres- 
sivety  roared  up  this  gi^ntie  power  agunstth* 
world,  afterwards  sostajned  it  over  Uie  ir«M 
for  another  seven  hundred  years.  Thepowa^ 
and  the  policy  fell  together.  Rome  remained 
invincible,  till  corruption,  after  having  tri- 
umphed over  every  thing  else,  come  at  last  to 
trinrnpfa  over  her  military  institutions — thsa 
Rome  fell,  and  avennd  the  conquered  worid 
with  her  own  suicidal  hand. 

But  the  most  interesting  instaoce  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  this  steadiness  of  pursuit  was  ^ven  by 
the  city  of  Athens ;  the  most  interesting,  be- 
cause the  object  wss  most  so.  From  the  earlitri 
times,  Athens  sspired  to  literature  and  tbt 
degant  arta.  They  were  mad«,  lfmit«sqidei 
remarks,  «  direot  and  leading  otjeot  with  tb* 
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Govenunujt ;  HOgnlAr  in  this  respeot,  ind  dif- 
fering from  every  other.  By  a  stead;  puranit 
Iff  the  policy  adopted  with  a  view  to  this  end, 
tha  city  of  Athena  became  snch  a  monoment  of 
the  arta,  that  «vta  h«r  imperfect  aod  dilapi- 
dated remuns  are  at  this  oay  the  wonder  of 
the  world.  What  splendora,  then,  mnat  ahe 
have  enutted  in  the  day  of  her  splendor  1 
When,  in  her  Areshneas,  ahe  met  the  morning 
son,  and  reflected  bock  A  rival  glory  I  When 
ahe  waa  foil  of  the  maaterpieoee  of  genins  in 
every  art — creations,  that  were  aaid  to  have 
exalted  in  the  hnman  mind  tha  ideaa  of  the 
divinities  theraselvesl  The  ftrvid  eloquence 
of  Demostbenea  failed,  nneqnal  to  the  task  to 
dOhjoBtioe  to  those  immortal  aplendiffs,  when 
employed,  as  it  ccrasionslly  was,  for  tlut  pnr~ 
poee,  in  his  addreMea  to  the  Athenian  people. 
It  was  by  the  steady  ponait  of  the  same  pol- 
fatyi  that  their  literary  works  of  every  kind 
(and  in  every  Idnd  they  were  extremely  nn- 
merona)  came  to  be  eqndly  the  maateq>ieoee  of 
hnman  genins;  and  being  more  diffnsed,  and 
leas  impaired  by  tha  injories  of  time,  than  the 
other  monnmenta  of  the  arta,  they  were,  and 
still  are^  more  the  wonders  of  the  world.  They 
were  carried  to  snoh  a  height  of  perfeotioD, 
tiiat,  after  it,  the  Athenians  themselves  oonld 
never  anrpass  them;  while  othera  have  never 
been  able  to  e^oal  them.  How,  what  bss  been 
tlie  effect  t  Literature  and  the  arts  have  gath- 
ered aroimd  that  city  a  charm  that  was,  ami  is, 
fblt  by  all  mankind ;  which  no  dlatutoe,  no 
time,  can  divpei.  No  scholar,  of  any  age  or 
dime,  bnt  hu  made  (in  &ncy,  at  leaat)  a  pil- 
grimage to  ita  shore ;  uiere  to  csU  aroond  bim 
the  shades  of  their  migh^  dead,  whose  minds 
still  live,  and  del^ht  and  astonish  in  their  im- 
mortal works.  It  is  empiiatipally  the  city  of 
the  heart,  where  the  affections  delight  to  dwell ; 
the  grewi  spot  of  the  earth,  where  the  fancy 
loves  to  linger.  How  poor  ia  bmte  force — 
even  the  most  magniflcent,  even  the  Soman — 
compared  to  the  empire  of  mlud,  to  which  ell 
other  minds  pay  their  volnntary  homage !  Her 
Utoratnre  and  her  arts  aoqnired  to  Athens  this 
empire,  which  her  reminna  still  preaerve,  and 
always  will  preswve.  In  contemplating  the 
phenomenon  of  her  literary  achievements,  a 
great  and  profoand  writer  could  not  fbrbear 
aiding,  "  that  it  seemed  a  providential  event,  in 
hoa(K  of  hnman  nature,  to  show  to  what  per- 
feotion  the  speoiee  might   ascend."     Oall  it 

Eroridential,  if  yon  please — as  every  event  ia, 
1  some  aense,  prondentiol — but  it  was  the 
effect  of  artifloial  cansea,  as  mneh  ao  ss  the  mil- 
itary power  of  the  Bomana ;  it  waa  the  effect 
<il  a  policy,  eariy  adopted,  and  always  after- 
wards stettdity  pnrsued.  I  know  the  opinion 
that  OKribee  all  this  to  a  pecnljar  felicity  of  na- 
tnre,    Horace,  I  know,  aaya — 


But  wbat  gave  them  that  absorbing  avarice 
of  fame)    It  waa  infused  into  them  by  their 


institations ;  it  was  that  one  nniveraal  senti- 
ment, generated  by  those  institations;  and 
what  he  calls  the  gift  of  genins,  beetowed  by 
the  moaes,  was  the  common  mind,  exalted  and 
refined  by  the  operation  and  force  of  the  same 
institations.  It  was  these  which  had  refined 
an  Athenian  mob,  as  the  Athenian  people  are 
Bometimea  called,  into  an  audience  cf  critical 
taste.  The  Attic  eloqaenoe,  called  so  by  way 
of  pre-eminence,  was  but  a  conformity  to  the 
requirements  <rf  that  taste. 

Such  is  the  wonderM  efficacy  of  steadiness 
of  pursuit,  (as  we  hav^  seen  displayed  in  those 
instances,)  by  a  notian  pursuing  national  objects 
by  adequate  means. 

Bnt  to  return  to  this  protecting  p<dicy.  It 
seems  to  me  atraiwe,  passing  strange,  that  en- 
lightened, and  reflecting,  and  pMriotio  men 
ahonld  donbt  the  expediency  of  thia  poli^  for 
our  country,  or  be  cold  in  the  poTanit  But 
the  hitter  hostility  It  enoonnters  from  snch 
men,  is  to  me  astonishing;  it  pnulea  (Htd  cod- 
fonnda  me  when  I  wooM  account  for  iL  But 
for  my  respect  for  them,  I  should  say  it  waa 
like  the  fanaticism  of  halludnated  minds,  feed- 
ing on  their  own  ohimmas ;  so  irrational,  so 
vidonary,  it  appears  to  me,  to  impnte  any  dis- 
tress that  may  exist,  in  any  port  of  oar  conu- 
tiy,  to  this  policy  as  its  cause.  It  appeare  to 
me  like  the  insanity  that  mistakes  a  fnend  for  a 
foe,  and  tinder  that  delnmon  ia  fatally  bent  on 
destroying  that  friend. 

We  have  an  ample  revenue  ttom  imports,  an 
increaaing  revenue  from  imports,  imd  made  bo 
by  this  very  policy ;  unincumbered  with  debt, 
or  soon  to  be  disencumbered ;  ample  for  our 
civil  list ;  ample  for  alt  the  works  of  external 
defbnoe,  and  all  works  of  internal  improvement 
— works  c^ed  for  by  all  the  Interests  of  the 
country— works  that  wobM  cost  the  Govern- 
ment nothing  but  the  advance  of  the  oapitsl,  to 
be  again  retomed  to  the  Treasary  with  utereat 
— works  that  would  reimburse  uiemselves,  ten 
timee  told,  In  the  increased  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try thereby.  And  thia  policy,  from  which  thia 
ample  and  inoraaaiug  revenue  springs,  as  fhim 
a  perennial  fonntain,  is  to  be  abuidoned ;  not 
euspended,  bnt  abandoned,  now  and  forever  I 
The  idea  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
country  for  intercourae  ia  to  be  abandoned  now 
and  forever,  at  least,  so  fsr  as  this  Ooverq- 
ment  is  to  be  conoemed.  The  depreciation, 
the  loaa,  the  mio,  as  to  works  of  this  kind,  now 
in  being  or  progress,  whether  by  States  or  in- 
dividuals, which  will  be  involved  in  the  aban- 
donment of  this  policy  as  ita  neoewary  conse- 
quence ;  the  final  bar,  sa  another  neoeBsary 
consequence  of  such  abandonment,  to  further 
like  enterprises,  either  by  States  or  individnala ; 
the  entire  and  the  eternal  loas  of  this  whole 
object  to  our  ooantry,  ar«  disregarded,  and 
treated  oa  trifles  light  as'  air.  This  ample  rev- 
alue—ample  for  all  the  pnrposes  indioat«d,  and 
ample  for  the  further  purposes  of  laying  those 
foundations  which,  in  due  time,  would  make 
this  ooontry  as  illuatrioos  in  mind,  and  its  im- 
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vith  the  weight  of  a  feather — that  is  not 
bj  the  people  as  a  burden,  more  than  the  air 
they  breathe,  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  for  what! 
To  favor  foreign  iodustrj,  at  the  expense  of  onr 
own :  for,  whatever  may  be  intended,  this  will 
'  be  the  effect  The  stimaloe  it  gives  to  onr  in- 
dnetr;,  and  the  increased  profits  of  that  indofr- 
try,  make  the  sappoeed  hnrden  merely  imag- 
inary. Besides,  tne  necessary  effect  of  the 
ptdicy  i*  to  redoM  prices ;  this  is  not  denied, 
DOr  con  it  be ;  but  it  ib  said  the  efitet  is  not  im- 
mediate. In  legislation,  are  we  to  look  oniy  to 
the  present  moment  and  immediate  effect  t  Is 
tlie  6tat«  the  being  of  a  daj'  I  Have  we  not 
children  to  come  after  nsf  Will  they  not  have 
ehildreii'to  come  aA«r  them )  Have  those  who 
are  to  descend  from  ns  no  claim  to  onr  provi- 
dence for  their  goodt  The  patriot  statesman 
acts  for  the  State,  and  with  reference  to  the 
being  and  the  well  bdng  of  the  Stale,  now  and 
her^ftcr — for  a  long  hereafter — and  in  the 
hope  of  a  never-ending  hweafl«r.    Are 


to  tbrow  away  the  opportnnit;  and 
providing  for  tlie  great  and  permanent  interests 
of  the  coontrjT  for  all  fiilore  time  ? 


WsDSBatiAT.  Mar«h  7. 
Apportumment  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thla 
hill — the  qnestion  being  on  the  amendment 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Wbbsiib. 

[The  main  object  of  the  amendment  is  sim- 
ply to  ^proximate  more  nearly  to  an  eqnitable 
representation,  by  ^ving  to  each  State,  having 
A  fraction  exceeding  a  moiety  of  the  ratio  rep- 
resentation, one  additJonal  member.] 

Thdbsdxt,  Hareh  6. 
Apportionment  Sill. 

The  bill  was  then  again  taken  op/together 
with  the  substitute  offered  by  Ur.  Websteb, 
and  the  motion  of  Hr.  Fobsyth  to  strike  ont 
from  the  substitute  the  clanse  providing  for  the 
representation  of  fractions. 

Mr.  CiA.Ttov  contended  that  no  apportion* 
meat,  bill  had.  ever  passed,  which  did  not,  in 
effect  represent  fractions.  The  biUof  1793,  re- 
jected by  President  Washington,  represented 
fractions,  and  was  rejected  solely  on  the  ground 
that  it  pave  more  than  one  representative  for 
each  thirty  thousand  to  seversi  of  the  States. 
The  role  applied  to  that  bill  must  have  been 
this:  that  tlie  regreseutation  of  each  State 
should  bear  to  the  wbole  number  of  representa- 
tives the  same  projportion  whioh  the  repreeeut- 
atJve  popnlatioa  of  each  State  bore  to  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  Statee.    £7  that  bill,  Kew 


Hampshire  had  five  mranbers,  and  was  entitM 
to  bat  fonr:  Hassachiuetts  h«d  sixteen,  but 
was  entitied  to  only  fifteen,  and  had  a  frtetiija 
of  seventh-seven  hundredths:  Delaware  wh 
entitled  to  but  one  by  the  rule,  with  a  fraetioi 
of  eight-tenths,  but  had  two  members  bf  tbt 
bill,  &a.  GentJemen  say  the  bill  w«i  rs- 
jected  becanse  fractions  were  represented  Ij 
tbe  bill.  Oeneral  Washin^n  said  there  wu 
no  common  diriaor,  or  ratio,  applied  to  the  biE 
He  foDnd  no  proportion,  no  equality  in  the  bOL 
There  was,  in  fact,  no  posdble  common  diTiear, 
whioh  would  ^ve  the  resalts  of  tibat  biS;  m 
thiswasafairgronndof  objection.  But,  bjtlw 
bill  which  General  Washington  did  sign,  ftie- 
tions  were,  in  fact,  represented.  The  whiA 
iViml>er  of  repreeentatives,  without  fraction^ 

S'ven  by  the  bill,  wak  but  ninety-five,  and  the 
onse  ik  Jtepresentativee  was  composed  of  cm 
hundred  ana  five.  It  was  not  true  that  uy 
Prendent  ever  declared  that  repreaentatioo  \j 
fractions  was  nncoostitntionat.  The  next  Irill, 
which  was  approved  by  Pretddent  JeStami, 
was  drawn  upon  the  very  same  principle  with 
that  now  snbniitted  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Massaohnsetta.  Tbe  same  ttlao 
adopted  in  1769  was  continued  in  1801.  Be 
showed  that,  by  this  bill  of  1802,  ei^t  or 
ten  Statee  got  each  one  member  more  tbsn  tlM 
rule  entttied  them  to.  Georgia  had  four  mem- 
bers by  the  bill,  and  was  entitled  by  the  rale 
to  only  three,  with  a  lar^  fraction ;  and  r«t 
the  gentieman  from  Georgia  now  says  that  Ibe 
representati(»i  of  fractions  is  unconstitatiaiiaL 
The  third  apportionment  bill,  whioh  wae  tf- 
proved  by  Mr.  Madison,  also  allowed  represea- 
Utions  for  fraotjons.  Tbe  ratio  assumed  by  Ike 
House  was  thirty-seven  thousand.  It  wssk- 
Jected  in  the  Beoate,  on  the  groond  that  it  m 
unequal  in  its  operation,  giving  an  undue  i^ 
ventage  to  tbe  largper  States.  The  Senate  (M 
not  consider  themselves  bonod  by  the  de^rion 
of  the  House.  They  undertook  todojustice> 
The;  put  the  ratio  At  8G,000,  and  incieMed  th* 
number  from  170  to  186.  Hr.  0.  then  showed 
that  several  States,  by  that  bill,  had  got  (M 
more  member  than  the  role  of  apportioamant 
entitled  them  to.  Georgia  again  was  entitled 
to  hot  five  members,  wit£  a  fraction  of  seventy- 
three  hundredths,  but  she  got  uz  members  1? 
the  bill.  The  Senate  objected  to  the  bill  ban 
the  House  on  the  very  grounds  which  ere  Dov 
urged  against  the  biU  Wore  as,  and  tbe  Uil, 
as  amended  by  the  Senate,  wea  finally  peased. 
Mr.  C.  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  f¥po^ 
tionment  bill  of  18Sa,  signed  by  Mr.  ModtM) 
gave  representatives  for  fractions.  Georgiasgiie 
had  one  more  representative  by  the  bill  than  tie 
rule  of  apportionmeut  entitled  her  to ;  and  mv- 
eral  other  States  a  similar  proportion,  Undertlx 
bill  now  before  us,  sent  to  us  from  the  Honi^ 
the  apportionment  was,  he  contended,  grosely 
unequal  and  unjust.  It  allowed  repreeeQtatiTM| 
in  several  cases,  for  small  fractions,  end  refiu« 
them  to  very  lai^  fractions.  Thi»  resoItM 
:  from  the  oBinmpboa  of  an  erbitrarj  ffinwii 
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whioh  gave  a  remit  favorable  to  the  large  Statei, 
and  tippm^Te  to  the  small  Btatea.  He  went  on 
to  give  maoy  stateiueatB  in  sopport  of  this 
posilion.  The  objection  to  the  bill,  reanlttng 
from  ita  operation  in  regard  to  Nenr  York,  wae 
to  him  insuperable ;  and  be  conld  not  conceive 
bow  honorable  gentlemen  ooold,  by  anjr  mathe- 
ma^eal  or  metaphjnoal  sabtlet/,  reoonoile  it 
to  their  Bense  of  jnatice  and  propriety.  New 
Tork,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  was  entitled 
to  Uuity-eight  members.  The  biU  gitea  her 
forty.  She  had  those  two  repreeeDtatives 
without  conatitoentd  at  home.  Who  were  the 
poople  whom  thoee  two  members  represented  ? 
Where  did  they  reside?  The  member  from 
Delaware  is  choeen  by  TS,000  freemen ;  and  he, 
their  repreeentative,  site  by  the  side  of  two 
members  who  represent  nobody.  The  Benator 
&om  New  Tork  calls  upon  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  Bopport  the  bill.  I  call,  said  Mr.  0.,  upon 
Sonth  Oarolina,  opon  Illinois,  opoa  bU  the  small 
Btateo,  to  help  me  in  opoosition  to  those  large 
Statee;  for  they  are  all  small  in  oomparison 
wiHi  thoee  two  States— New  York  and  Vir- 
annia.  But  he  remembered  the  time  when 
Virginia,  too,  stood  by  the  small  States,  in  the 
contest  for  equal  representation,  aguost  the 
oaaumption  of  the  large  States ;  he  referred  to 
the  Douree  of  Messrs.  Giles  and  Brent  in  1811, 
in  rdation  to  the  ^portionment  bill  in  that 
year  passed.  The  bard  bearing  of  the  bill 
upon  the  new  States  he  next  considered.  Mis- 
aonri  was  left  with  a  fraction  of  six-tenths, 
while  Tennessee  had  one  member  for  a  smaller 
fraetioii.  This  injustice  arose  from  the  arbitrary 
asMimption  of  the  nomber  of  the  Honse,  and 
the  asaamption,  at  the  same  time,  of  an  arbi- 
trary divisor.  Mr.  0.  went  into  several  state- 
menle  to  show  that  this  mode  of  apportionment 
mnst  neoeasarily  operate  to  accumulate  the 
IVaetions  upon  the  small  States.  This  mode  of 
mportionment  was  adopted  for  the  benefit  of 
tAo  large  States;  and  as  long  as  the  Senate 
anfTera  them  to  oontinne  it,  they  will  hare  an 
advantage  over  the  small  States  in  the  popular 
representation.  The  five  targe  States  had  a 
repreeentation  of  121  memb^  bnt  were  en- 
titled only  to  a  repreeentation  of  118  members. 
The  nineteen  smaller  States,  with  a  population 
of  382,000  more  than  that  of  the  larger  States, 
had  only  Ilfl  ropreBentatives,  but  were  entitled 
to  ISSS  members.  After  some  other  remarks, 
Mr.  O.  concluded  by  invoking  the  aid  of  the 
small  States  in  the  support  of  the  rights  of  the 
email  States.  He  hoped  they  would  send  the 
bill  back  to  the  House,  as  the  bill  of  1612  was 
sent  back ;  and,  if  the  Rouse  objected  to  it,  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  upon  their 
amendment,  as  the  Senate  did  in  1B19. 

Mr.  FoiBTTH  replied  briefly  to  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  insisting  that  he  had,  to  make  out 
his  propodtion,  assumed  what  he  ought  to  have 
proved — that  his  rule  of  apportionment  was  the 
rule  which  the  constitution  required.  The 
State  of  Qeor^a,  in  his  view  of  the  rule,  had 
always  had   a  large  fraetion  nnrepresented : 


and  the  rule  by  which  the  gentleman  would 
represent  that,  was  altogether  arbitrary.  If 
tiie  application  of  80,000  as  a  common  ratio,  in 
1792,  was  constitutional,  then  the  similar 
application  of  a  higher  ratio  at  this  time  was 
oon^itutionaL  The  State  which  he  repre- 
sented had  no  particular  interest  in  this  matter. 
Her  number  of  representativea  would  be  the 
same  under  the  amendment  as  under  the  bilL 
He  had  listened  to  the  argnments  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  with  a  disposition  to  be  con- 
vinced;  but  be  had  come  to  the  oonclnsion  that 
the  repreeentation  of  fractions  was  unconstitn- 

Mr.  Hatkk  had,  he  said,  listened  attentively 
to  the  argument  on  both  sides,  bnt  be  now 
found  a  difficulty.  He  had,  at  one  time,  come 
to  the  conalunion  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. But  he  had  been  atruck  by  the  argu- 
ment, tliat,  under  the  apportionment  proposed 
in  the  bill  from  the  House,  fraotions  were  rep' 
resented.  Now  if  fractions  wure  to  be  repre- 
sented at  all,  he  thought  the  most  equitable 
mode  of  representing  them  was  that  presented 
in  the  bill.  He  wished  the  Senate  to  fix  its 
attention  upon  this  &ct ;  New  York  has  more 
tlian  one-sixth  of  the  whole  repreeentatives,  bnt 
she  has  less  than  one-sixth  part  of  the  whole 
population.  If  so,  she  has  a  representative  for 
her  fraction.    He  wished  to  see  this  view  met. 


Fbidat,  Maroh  9. 
ApportumtiurtI  BiO. 

This  bill  being  again  taken  up, 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  said  that,  the  first  ebjectJon  whioti 
he  should  make  to  this  bill,  was,  that  it  r»- 
duced  the  representation  of  some  of  the  parent 
States  to  four  lees  than  it  then  was,  by  depriv- 
ing each  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Maa- 
sachosetts,  Uaryland,  and  Virginia,  of  a  portion 
of  tbeir  present  repreeentation. 

Another,  and  stronger  objection  to  the  bill 
was,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  it  caused  a  most  unequal 
distribution  of  the  unrepresented  fractions,  as 
he  would  endeavor  to  show  by  some  statements 
which,  he  believed,  had  not  been  presented  by 
any  one  who  had  preceded  him  in  this  debate, 
u)d  as  supplementary  to  some  of  those  whioh 
had  been  presented  by  others. 

Mr.  8.  said  that  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented  was  11,^38,781,  which,  at  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  would  give 
BBO  representatives  and  a  fraction  of  8,781. 
That  the  number  of  representatives  proposed  by 
the  hilt  was  340,  with  an  aggr^te  fraction  of 
460,781:  that  thisaggregatefraction  was  equal 
to  four  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  to  be 
represented:  that  the  aggregate  fraction  of  the 
til  New  England  States,  upon  their  population, 
was  about  seven  and  one-thjrd  per  cent.,  wliile 
the  fractions  of  sll  the  other  States  than  those 
of  New  England  was  only  three  and  one-third 
per  cent. ;  and  the  fractions  of  eleven  of  the 
States,  having  17S  of  the  340  representatlvet^ 
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and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion, was  onlj  about  one  and  three-foartibs  per 
ceai.:  tbattheeeelevenStat«8,witbapopulation 
of  8,4QT,93G,  and  ITS  representatives,  havefrac- 
tioBB  of  oolj  150,430,  while  the  aii  New  Eng- 
land States,  with  a  population  of  only  1,954,684, 
and  S8  representatives,  (less  than  one-fonrth 
the  population,  and  but  little  over  one-fifth  the 
representation  of  those  eleven  BtAtee,)  have 
fractions  to  the  amoont  of  142,084;  and  three 
adjoining  New  England  States,  viz:  New 
Hampshire,  Uassachii setts,  and  Vermont,  with 
a  population  of  1,160,390,  and  22  reprosenta- 
tivea,  have  fractious  to  the  aLQoant  of  110,990, 
very  nearly  one-tenth  of  their  whole  popula- 
tion, besides  losing  two  of  their  present  repre- 
sentation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  know  that  an  inrauality  of 
diese  fractiona  cannot  be  entirely  avoided ;  bnt 
I  doubt  if  another  ratio  cau  be  devUed,  which 
will  impose  Qpon  any  six  contiguous  States  of 
the  Union,  or  upon  any  six  States  that  are  not 
contignons,  and  that  have  a  population  of  abont 
two  millions,  such  an  inequality  as  is  imposed 
by  this  bill,  upon  the  six  New  England  States. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  state  that  tbe  average 
number  of  coastituenta  represented  by  each  of 
the  179  delegates  from  those  eleven  States  would 
be  i9,66S ;  the  average  number  by  each  of  the 
803  delegates  from  eighteen  States  would  be 
49,877;  while  the  average  number  represented 
by  each  of  the  S8  delegates  from  the  six  New 
Ikiglaad  States  would  be  C1,4S9.  That,  nnder 
the  provisions  of  tbia  bill,  the  seven  Stales  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Now  Jersey, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Hampshire, 
will  not  only  lose  four  representatives,  but  will 
have  fractions  appertaining  to  l^eir  remaining 
68  representatives,  to  the  amount  of  218,490, 
eqnal  to  an  excess  of  8,767  to  each  representa- 
tive—  while  seven  other  States,  viz:  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
neesee,  Indiana,  and  Rhode  Island,  witji  112 
repreaentatives,  bare  fractions  of  only  41,425, 
or  an  eioeaa-of  only  869  to  each  representative, 
being  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  excess  to  he 
represented  hy  each  of  the  58  del^at^e  from 
the  other  sewn  States:  that  Vermont,  with 
only  5  representatives,  would  have  a  larger 
fraction  than  the  seven  States  last  named,  with 
112  repreaentatives:  that  Pennsylvania,  with 
88  representatives,  wonld  have  a  fraction  of 
13,472;  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Rhode 
mand,  with  28  representatives,  would  have 
firactioni  tothe  amountof  8,7SS;  bntVermont, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  Jer- 
sey, with  the  same  number  of  representatives, 
(28,)  would  have  fractions  to  the  amonntof 
144,712:  that  the  State  of  New  Tork,  with  a 
population  of  1,918,623,  would  have  40  repre- 
sentatives; while  the  New  England  States, 
with  a  population  qf  1,964,684,  would  have  but 
88  representatives,  with  a  populatioa  88,061 
less.  New  York  would  have  a  representation  of 
two  members  more  than  the  six  New  Eogland 
States.    The  Stat«  of  New  York  would  have 


one-sixth  part  of  the  whole  repreeentatioa  c^ 
the  Union,  with  69,544  less  thoo  one-nilh  of 
ita  popolation.    The  18  membera  from  Ve^ 

',  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  and  Mi* 

,  Mr.  6.  said,  would  have  an  excess  d 
141,724,  or,  7,678  to  each  member;  while  tha 
90  members  from  New  York,  Pennsylvaua, 
Geor^a,  and  Kentucky,  wonld  have  an  eiMci 
of  only  25,888,  or  281  to  each  member;  tbs 
average  nnmber  of  constituents  to  the  first  18 
members  b«ing  55,678,  and  to  tlie  other  90 
members  only  47,981. 

It  will  be  seen,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  a  divisco 
of  the  fractiona  of  the  seven  States  of  Sew 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Delowin, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  amonpt 
their  24  membera,  will  give  to  each  of  those 
members  a  fraction  very  nearly  aa  large  atttit 
of  the  whole  New  York  delegation  at  40  BieD- 
bers ;  the  24  members  from  those  seven  StitN 
have  fractious  t«  the  amount  of  218,218,  pn>- 
portionable  to  which  the  fraction  to  the  44 
members  from  New  York  should  be  S66,SS!^ 
whereas  it  was  only  10,623.  Thns,  while  the 
average  number  of  coustitnenta  represent«d  by 
each  of  the  40  members  from  New  York  sill 
be  47,963,  the  average  nnmber  represented  bj 
each  of  tha  24  membera  from  the  other  aeren 
States  will  be  66,584;  and  the  number  r«D[«- 
sented  by  the  member  from  Delaware  villbe 
76,432. 

The  whole  representative  popolation  of  llie 
Union,  said  Mr.  S.,  u  11,928,781 ;  one-half  at 
whieh  ia  5,964,865. 

The  five  States  of  New  York,  PennsylvanJ*, 
Virpnia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  with  a  pt^ioli- 
lion  of  6,947,844,  being  16.621  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole  population,  are  entitled,  bj 
the  provisions  of  the  biil,  to  121  of  the  240 
memoers  of  which  the  House  of  Representalint 
is  to  be  composed ;  while  the  other  ninetee> 
St^  with  16,621  over  a  moiety  of  the  wluJe 
population,  are  entitied  to  but  119  of  the  140 
members — giving  to  a  minority  of  the  popi^ 
tlon  a  nu^ority  of  the  representation,  and  to  a 
majority  of  the  popnlatioa  only  a  minoriQ  d 
that  representation. 

"'le  six  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvaiu*, 
I,  Tennessee,  Kentndcy,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, with  a  popolation  of  6089,361,  beiag 
124,986  over  one-half  of  the  whole  popnUlioa, 
are  entitled  by  the  hill  to  126  members,  leariDg 
a  population,  in  the  other  States,  of  hut  IH'^ 
less  than  one-half  the  whole  population,  uu 
entitied  to  118,  with  only  114  members. 

Can  this,  said  Mr.  S.,  be  called  a  ^ep^e8Mlt^ 
tion  "  apportioned  amongst  the  several  BujM 
acDording  to  their  respective  nomberal"  n* 
thought  It  conld  not,  and  hoped  the  biU  wo?" 
be  so  amended  as  to  approximate  somernw 
nearer  to  snch  a  representt^on  than  it  thm  d>^ 
before  it  received  the  sanction  of  that  bwj- 
Touching  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill,  oi_^ 
any  amendment  which  had  been,  or  wlu™ 
might  be,  offered  to  it,  Mr.  8.  said  he*«<i  j;™ 
a  single  remark  to  make,  whioh  was  this— v" 
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more  and  more  conflrmed  in  the  belief;  ttiftt  by 
rugardbig  fractiooB  we  ihonld  approach  mach 
Dearer  to  sneh  a  represenUtion  as  is  prescribed 
by  the  eonstltntioD,  than  by  disregaraing  them. 
Ur.  Wnrra,  of  Tenaessee,  aaid  the  propositioc 
now  before  the  Senate  waa,  -whether  that  part  of 
the  snbstttate  of  the  Senator  from  Massaohasetta, 
which  proposes  the  direct  representation  of 
fractions,  shall  be  stricken  ont.  Unless  some- 
thing more  shonld  si^est  itself  to  his  mind  on 
the  anbject,  he  shontddeterminetbatthe  repre- 
sentation of  fractions,  aa  sneb,  was  nncoDstitu- 
tionsl.  The  natnral  oonrse  by  which  the  repre- 
sentatives were  to  be  apportioned,  was  to  as- 
sure a  convenient  nnmber  for  the  Honse,  and 
then  to  adopt  a  common  divisor,  by  which  the 
nnmber  of  representatives  from  each  State 
should  be  ascertained.  The  divisor  would  be 
asoertained,  aflef  eiperiment,  and  chosen  in 
refereEce  to  its  eqnal  operatjon  on  the  several 
States.  The  object  to  be  attained  is  to  be  made 
sjnst  apportionment.  Kajnst  apportionment 
be  attiuned,  it  is  of  no  consequence  what  is  the 
process  taken;  bat  whatever  role  yon  adopt, 
must  be  one  which  applies  to  the  respective 
nnmbere  of  each  State.  To  the  mie  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetta,  he  objeotad 
that  It  was  not  an  CKjnal  rale,  applicable  to 
each  State,  and  operating  in  like  manner  npon 
each  State.  The  role  gives  an  additional  mem- 
ber to  each  of  the  twelve  m^or  fractions,  and 
withholds  it  from  the  twelve  minor  fractions. 
What  one  State  guns  the  gentleman  says  tmly 
snotiier  State  loses,  and,  therefore,  the  States 
having  the  mt\]or  fractions  have  the  full  benefit 
of  the  aggregate  minor  fractions.  It  was  the 
same  old  plan,  presented  tn  a  new  shape,  which, 
forty  years  ago,  was  repudiated  as  nnconstita- 
tioiml.  Each  State  most  be  received  as  a  dis- 
tinct body,  to  bo  distinctly  and  separately  rep- 
resented. The  doctrine  that  a  part  of  the 
political  power  or  representative  nnmljer  of 
one  State  conld  he  transferred  to  another,  was 
the  doctrine  of  consolidation.  This  is  the 
fifth  time  that  the  subject  has  been  before  the 
Senate;  and  how  is  it  that  this  plan  of  repre- 
senting fractions,  of  operating  npon  the  States 
as  a  consolidated  body,  was  never  before  pro- 
posed? At  the  last  apportionment,  the  Sta(« 
of  Soath  Carolina  wontd  have  been  entitled  to 
one  more  representative,  by  lowering  the  ratio 
adopted  only  one  or  two  hnodred;  bnt  her 
Senators  did  not  snggest  the  idea  that  this 
fraotion  onght  to  l>e  represented.  The  appor- 
tionment accor^ng  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
constitution  and  form  of  the  confederation, 
most,  according  to  the  respective  nnmbers  of 
the  States,  l>e  considered  as  distinct,  separate 
eommnnities.  Perfect  equality  was  not  expect- 
ed ;  it  was  knovni  to  be  anattainable,  in  the  ap- 
portionment of  men — for  they  are  not,  like 
money,  divisible.  It  is  true  that  the  large 
States  have  an  advantage  in  the  apportionment, 
becanse' their  fraction,  whatever  it  is,  ronst  bear 
a  leas  prop<»lioa  to  their  wbde  utimber  of  rep- 


roJbntatives  than  the  fractions  of  the  smallbr 
^tes  to  their  nnmber  of  representatives.  Bnt 
advantage  of  which  you  cannot 


from  Tenneosee,  and  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
to  amend  the  snbstitnte.  He  contended  that 
fractions  had,  by  every  bill,  been  substantially 
represented,  thongh  not  so  by  provisions  ex- 
pressed on  the  face  of  the  bill ;  that  anch  rep- 
resentation was  in  aooordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  which  reqnired  a  jnst  and 
eqnal  apportionment  of  representatives ;  and 
that  the  provisions  of  the  sntMtitnte  attained 
a  ereater  degree  of  eqnality  than  those  of  the 
on^al  bilL 

UoHDAT,  March  IS. 
AppoTtionmmt  BiU. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
bill,  with  the  amendment  thereto  offered  by 
Mr.  WipsraB,  and  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  FORSTTH. 

Hr.  DioKBBSoir  said :  Coming,  as  he  did,  from 
a  State  which  has  severely  felt  the  nnequal  and 
nnjnst  operation  of  the  laws  heretofore  adopted, 
and  again  to  be  adopted,  if  the  present  bill 
shonld  pass,  for  apportioning  the  representatives 
of  the  United  States  among  the  several  Statea, 
it  was  his  duty  to  his  conslituenla  to  Join 
Senators  from  Stales  similarly  situated,  in  an 
effort  to  arrest^  as  far  as  practicable,  this  system 
of  oppression. 

Great  injuatioe  baa  been  done  to  the  small 
States,  smd  Ur.  B.,  in  withholding  from  them 
their  proper  share  of  power,  weight,  and  in- 
flnence.  in  the  coundls  of  the  nation ;  more 
especially  as  it  respects  their  nnmerical  foroe  in 
the  noose  of  Bepresentativea,  while  they  have 
l>een  compelled  to  bear  their  undiminished  share 
of  pablio  burdens.  The  condition  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  contrasted  with  that  of  her 
potent  neighbors.  New  York  and  Penn^lvania, 
will  pnt  this  subject  in  a  strong  point  of  view. 
In  the  apportionment  of  1810,  when  the  ratio 
was  fixed  at  SS,000,  New  Jersey  had  an  unrep- 
resented fraction  of  81,223,  while  New  York 
had  a  fraotion  of  9,013,  and  Pennsylvania  S 
fraotion  of  4,778,  added  together  amonntdng  to 
]2,6ie.  The  fraction  of  New  Jersey  being 
nearly  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  together;  while  New  York 
bad  a  representation  of  27,  Pennsylvania  of  28, 
and  New  Jersey  6.  In  the  apportionment  of 
1820,  when  tiie  ratio  was  fixed  at  40,000,  New 
Jersey  had  a  fraction  of  84,651,  while  Hew 
York  bad  a  fraotion  of  8,775,  and  Pennsylvania 
of  e,449 ;  and  in  the  apportionment  of  1680, 
according  to  the  present  bill,  with  a  ratio  of 
47,700,  New  Jersey  had  %  fraction  of  83,683, 
while  New  York  has  a  fraction  of  B,9QS,  and 


Jersey,  and  the  State  of  D^ware  much  more. 
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And  shall  the  Senators  of  these  States  Dot  com- 
plain t  Shall  thej  not  iaquire  whether  the 
aODstitntion,  which  was  adopted  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  all,  can,  when  foirlj  coustrned, 
anthorize  SQch  ^oss  injustice  f  And  being 
oonvinced  that  a  fair  construction  of  the  oon- 
etitntion  would  secure  to  them  a  more  equal 
representation,  shall  thej  not  avail  themselves 
of  their  strength,  in  tlus  bodj,  to  assert  and 
obtain  their  just  rights) 

By  the  Gonstitation  of  the  United  States,  rep- 
reeentatioD  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
respective  nnmbera.  It  is  impossible  to  com- 
ply strictly  with  the  terms  of  toe  constitution; 
bnt  it  is  we  dntv  of  Congress  to  approach,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  to  a  Just  apportionment  of 
representatives  as  well  as  of  taxes. 

The  plain  meaning  of  the  constitnlion  is,  that, 
of  whatever  number  the  popular  braoob  of 
OoDgresa  shall  consist,  it  BhalJ  be  so  divided, 
adjDsted,  and  apportioned  among  the  several 
StateSj  that  the  representative  strength  of  each 
State  in  that  body  ahoU  be,  as  its  actual  com- 

Sorative  strength,  measured  in  federal  iinmhers 
1  the  Union ;  that  the  whole  representative 
population  of  the  United  Stat«s  shall  be  to  the 
whole  number  of  representatives,  as  the  repre- 
sentative population  of  any  State  shaU  be  toita 
ebore  of  sncn  representatives.  And  this  divi- 
'  elaa,  adjaatment,  or  apportionment,  cannot  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  constitution,  nntil 
we  have  arrived  at  the  nearest  practical  ap- 
proximation to  this  principle.  And  has  this 
been  attained  in  the  bill  before  as  t  It  baa 
not ;  on  the  contrary,  this  bill  is  a  reiteration 
and  continuation  of  old  abases,  which  have  be- 
come more  oppressive  as  our  population  has  in- 
creased; and  when  Hie  Senators  from  the 
States,  feeliog  the  oppreesive  operation  of  this 
bill,  endeavor  to  amend  it,  they  are  met  with 
the  most  determined  opposition  from  the 
Senators  of  States  having  more  than  their  share 
of  this  Joint  stock  of  power ;  and  tbe  great 
States  seem  to  make  it  a  common  cause,  to  de- 
prive the  small  States  of  tbeir  properrights  and 
mflaenoe  in  the  House  of  BepresentatJves. 

Mr.  FBEUNanuisEN  said  he  had  listened  with 
the  most  anxious  interest  and  attention  to  the 
disoiueion  on  tbe  important  and  exciting  ques- 
tion involved  in  the  amendment  propMad  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Masaachnaetta. 
Every  personal  and  political  con^deration 
uiitea  to  persuade  him  m  favor  of  it.  But,  sir, 
Bald  Mr.  P.,  after  the  best  reflection  in  my 
power  has  been  devoted  to  tliis  suMect,  I  feej 
constrained  to  differ  from  those  with  whom  I 
generally  agree,  and  l«  vote  for  the  proposition 
that  will  r^ect  the  amendment. 

I  cannot  but  regard  this  amendment  as  pre- 
senting the  same  difficulties  which  arrested  the 
ratio  bill  of  1783.  It  is  an  endeavor  to  aooom- 
plish  a  more  equitable  representation,  by  bring- 
mg  the  fractions  of  the  several  States  into  ac- 
count ;  and  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  the 
process  adopted  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 


Delaware  to  illnstrate  hia  ol^jectiMu  to  tbe  Un, 
is  substantially  <^  the  nature  of  tb«  cakolatinH 
which 'led  the  way  to  the  r^eetad  bill  of  17(8. 
Hy  friend  takes  for  his  first  number  tite  ifpt- 
gate  population  of  the  United  8t«t«B,amoiudiig 
to  11,626,731;  and  then  sUtee  that  as  this 
number  is  to  the  proposed  number  of  tbe  Boon 
of  Representativea,  (240,)  so  is  the  popolatioB 
of  any  State  to  iu  share  of  the  representalioii, 
Now,  sir,  the  first  great  mistake  in  this  rule  ii 
committed  io  the  very  first  number;  that  i^  tbe 
population  of  the  whole  Union,  combining,  irf 
conrse,  oil  the  fractions  of  the  several  parts,  is 
constituted  the  controlling  number  to  bi^ 
about  tbo  distribution  of  repreaentativeaamwig 
the  several  States  according  to  their  reapective 
uambers.  It  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  mind  that 
the  constitutional  apportionment  ia  based  apHi 
the  federative  principle.  It  r^ards  not  tbe 
whole  twenty-four  States  as  iXKiBolidated,  hnt 
separated,  distinct,  individual.  It  is  true,  nr, 
the  bill  of '92  invaded  another  clause  of  the  ron- 
stitntion,  beeidea  the  one  which  is  opposed  to 
this  amendment.  It  gave  to  some  of  the  Statu 
more  than  one  member  for  erer;  30,000  of  Uie 
inhabitants  of  such  States. 

But  I  hope  to  show  that  thia  other  clsiM 
flowed  out  of  the  one  which  ia  now  considered, 
and  was  its  just  corollary.  I  insist,  then,  in  tlM 
first '  place,  llr.  President,  that  a  constractioa 
was  given  to  the  constitution  by  Presideiit 
Washington,  in  1792,  that  settles  and  cMudndM 
the  present  question ;  and  it  has  received  tin 
constant  acquiescence  of  this  whole  Uuiec,  at 
four  eventful  periods  since.  He  distinctly  re- 
sisted a  process  that  sul^ected  the  whole  fedeni 
number  of  the  United  States  to  a  oomman  diri- 
sor ;  and  as  distinctly  required  the  iq)pliottt(p 
of  such  divisor  to  the  population  of  each  Statfc 

So  President  WashingKai  treated  the  ral^tM* 
when  it  came  before  him,  under  the  imposig 
authority  of  both  Housee  of  Cougrea.  I1|J 
National  Legislature  of  that  day  had  aubjeettd 
the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  loi 
division  of  80,000 — the  proposed  number  ttt 
each  representative;  and  the  process  gave  W 
members,  mora  members,  of  course,  tiian  tl>* 
same  divisor,  when  ^plied  to  the  sepanU 
States,  would  produce;  and  they  di^wsed  U 
the  surplus  members,  by  dialribnting  tbeio 
among  the  States  having  the  bluest  iraelioi^ 
The  bdl  was  warmly  debated  in  Congrees,  m 
eventually  sent  to  the  President  by  a  ^^ 
smsU  majority.  It  presented  to  his  mind  a  v^ 
intereating  case,  and  a  very  solemn  dnty.  •" 
was  called  upon  to  give  a  practical  eipoa'"* 
to  the  ConstitutioD  of  the  United  State^aad  en 
a  branch  of  it  well  calculated  to  exoite  vejT 
warmly  tbe  public  feeling.  He  examined  tb« 
act  with  the  sagacious  scrutiny  of  astat*"*^ 
about  to  settle  a  groat  question  in  the  spp"" 
tionment  of  political  power.  Ue  was  not  «»■ 
tent,  on  finding  one  fatal  objection  to  ^''.F^ 
to  rest  his  rejection  there,  and  return  it  * 
Congress ;  he  made  his  exoeptions  as  brM«  " 
the  case  presented  to  hiia.    He  deieottd"*' 
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■abstantU  objoetiona;  and  thU  whtoh  struck 
hfan  as  proinliMDt,  and  whidh  be  plaoed  in  the 
foNgroiiDd  of  hl>  eMnmnnioation,  was,  as  I  ai>- 
pmhend,  the  very  diffleoltj  into  which  the 
present  amefidment  vill  bring  tn.  Withont 
fbrthar  remark,  t  wUl  now  read  thereasoDS 
nr^ed  by  Preaident  Washington  for  retiiniiiig  the 
ratio  bill  without  hb  oonaent : 

"Apkil  S,  ITsa. 


two  Hoiuea,  entitled  *  An  act  for  the  ipportiooment 
of  repi««ent*t<Tea  amoDg  the  severHl  Su(«s  ac 
oordiu-  to  the  flrat  cnameratlon,'  and  I  retnm  it  to 
TDar  Haaae,  wberehi  It  origlnaied,  with  the  follow- 
htg  oUacUon* ;  Eltat.  The  conatitutioa  has  pre- 
aoibvd  that  reptoaealaMvea  ih^l  be  apportioned 
siDOiif  the  MTMal  Stales  aeeofdlng  to  their  reapee- 
thBDiunbere;  and  tfaere  It  no  one  proportion  or 
diriMr  vbleh,  appUed  to  the  respective  nantben  of 
the  States,  will  jlahl  the  number  and  allotment  of 
repreKntatires  proposed  b?  the  tHlL  Second.  The 
caostliatloa  hu  also  provided  that  the  number  of 
represcntaiirea  shall  not  exceed  one  for  ever?  SO,- 
OOO,  which  restriction  ia,  b;  the  context,  and  bj 
fkir  and  obTious  eonstructiOD,  to  be  applied  to  the 
•eparate  and  respectire  numbers  of  the  States,  and 
this  biQ  has  allotted  to  eight  of  the  States  more 
than  OM  fbr  ererj  S0,000. 

"  GEORGE  WASHDrGTON." 
TIm  Senate  peroelve,  then,  that  the  objeottons 
■re  dii&iot  in  their  application,  bat  that  both 
on  the  same  prlnoiple ;  that  the  States 


tba  saoond  oMeotdon,. instead  of  being  the  prln- 
otpal,  or,  as  has  been  insisted,  tiie  only  snb- 
rtantial  dlffioDlty  with  the  President,  was,  in 
tmA,  only  a  jnst  inference  which  he  drew,  as 
lia  e^lidtlf  states,  from  the  first  objection. 

In  presenting  the  flrat  objection,  the  Presi- 
dent seemed  to  consider  it  qnite  sofflcient  barely 
to  state  the  fact  of  there  existing  no  one  pro- 
portion or  divisor  that  would  prodnoe  the  result 
of  the  bill  before  hint.  He  enters  into  no  argn- 
ment,  but  thoaght  he  had  said  enough  to  pro- 
does  conviction  with  any  mind.  The  debates 
tbat  were  bad  on  this  rejected  bill  in  the  Bouse 
(rf  Repreeentalivea,  confirm  the  views  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  ni^  The  representation  of 
Itaotlons  was  then  reeisted  on  constitntional 
graimds. 

Mr.  Hadiaon  opposed  it  in  terms  fiir  this 
eanse,  and  nrged  the  following  cogent  oondder- 
ation ;  "  Ton  are  calling  npon  ns  to  invade  the 
oonsHtntloD,  by  adop^ig  a  process  that  will 
give  repreaeatatiTeafbr  those  several  and  distinct 
fraetioDs  of  the  diflbroit  States." 

Theti  this  bill  wm  retnmed,  the  Congress 
paeaed  a  new  bin  with  a  ratio  of  83,000,  and 
applied  that  to  the  population  of  each  State : 
Hew  Jersey,  having  at  that  tlmel?9,570  federal 
nnmbers,  received  by  the  bill  five  member*, 
with  a  fraotion  retnaining  of  14,670 ;  and  the 
whole  apportionment  of  representatives  on  the 
popolatioD  of  that  era,  (bebg  8,616,990,)  left 
TokXL— S7 


an  amount  of  fi«ctions  eiceeding  1GO,000. 
Yet,  sir,  it  wassabmitted  to — soinlSOO — again 
In  1810— and  last,  in  1820,  with  increased  frao- 
tions  at  each  period,  bnt  with  the  same  acquies- 
cence in  theconatmction  of  President  Wauiing- 
ton,  in  1T9S.  Ur.  President,  if  I  oonld  thi^ 
this  a  debatable  point  originally,  anch  an  adjnat- 
ment  of  it,  followed  by  snch  oonfirmation, 
woald  prevail  to  qniet  ail  scmples.  I  ahonld 
feel  bonnd  to  bow  with  respect  to  the  weight 
of  a  precedent  of  snoh  commanding  authority, 
'While  I  consider  the  present  bill  aa  far  from 
adopting  that  just  ratio  which  would  relieve  as 
mnch  as  practicable  the  heavy  fractions  npoa 
the  small  States,  yet  I  mnst,  though  with  refuo- 
tance,  vote  against  the  amendment,  becanae  it  is 
opposed,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  provi^ons  ot 
the  constitution,  as  exponnded  in  1792,  and 
ainoe  approved  of. 

The  qneaticn  being  then  taken  npoa  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Fobstth  to  sbike  ont  the  clause 
of  the  amendment  which  provides  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  fractions,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 


Kane,   King,   Jlarcy,   Maogom,    Pcdadaiter, 

isoo,  BogffLM,  Taiewell,  Tipt 

Troup,  Tyier,  White,  Wilkina— 84. 


Bobiasoo,  Hnggiia,  Taiewell,  Tipton,  Tomlinion, 


ViTs. — Heasre.  BeU,  Benton,  Baakner,  Cham- 
uers,  Clayton,  Diclierson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hajne, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  IfUler,  Moore,  Naudaia, 
Prendsa,  Bot>UDS,  Sejmoar,  SUbce,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Waggaman,  Webster— SS. 

Ur.  Wssans  rwnarked,  that  the  other  por- 
bon  of  the  tunendment  offered  by  him  was  no 
longer  of  any  oonsequenoe,  and  he  would  with- 
draw it,  or  vote  agalnat  its  adoption.  The 
amendment  was  reacted, 

Ur.  Hux  moved  to  strike  oat  47,700  fh>m 
the  bill,  and  inaert  44.000. 

At  the  request  of  Kr.  Tazbwbix,  the  motitni 
was  divided  i  and  the  question  being  taken  Mk 
the  motion  to  strike  out,  tt  was  decided  in  the 
nwative. 

Ur.  WBaarSB  s^d  he  should  now  vote  against 
the  bill  aa  a  [waotioal  violation  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion. 

The  qnesUon  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  tiie  affirmative 
by  the  following  vote : 

TiAB.— Measn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  EUb,  Ewing,  Fonjth,  Gnmdy,  Hayue, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  Sing,  ITnight,  Hangom,  Harcy, 
Uoore,  Polndeiter,  Robtnion,  Buggies,  Taiewell, 
Upton,  Tomlinsoo,  Troop,  Tjler,  White,  WUklns— 


ton,  Qiokerson,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hill,  Eobnee, 
JobostoQ,  lliller,  Nsadam,  ^ntiis,  Robbhis,  Saj- 
mour,  aUsbee,  Smith,  Sptagne,  Waggaman,  Web- 

ster_20. 

Ur.  BcNTOir,  on  giring  his  vote  In  the  affirm- 
ative, remarked  that  he  was  much  dissatisfied 
with  the  proridoQS  of  the  bill,  but  voted  for  it 
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Tnaai)A.T,  Uarch  IS. 
Bank  iff  the  UitiUd  SlaUt. 
Hr.  DALLij  from  the  Select  Oommittee  ap~ 
pointed  on  the  snbject,  reported  ft  bill  to  renew 
the  charter  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  tLe  term  of  fifteen  years,  to  t«ke  effect  aub- 
Heqaeat  to  the  expiration  of  the  present  charter 
in  the  jear  1836 ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

THimsDAY,  Uarch  16. 
7^  Tairiff—Stdaetvm  of  DnUet. 

TSx.  MooKX,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Ben- 
ate  as  follows : 

Nothing,  said  Ur.  M.,  but  the  magnitude  of 
the  question,  the  deep  and  perTading  interest 
involved  in  the  manner  of  ita  final  sdjostnieiit, 
oonld  prompt  me  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  for  a  moment,  after  the  able  and  elo- 
quent display  of  talent  and  argument  with 
which  tbejr  have  been  entertuned,  and  so  in- 
tereatinglj  entertained,  bj  gentlemen  who  have 
preced^  me. 

Bat,  sir,  the  acbiowledged  importance  of 
tHs  question  seems  to  demand  that  I  should 
not  content  myself  to  give  a  silent  vote,  and 
that  it  is  due  to  the  occasion  that  I  shonld  de- 
clare the  views  and  feelings  of  those  whom  I 
have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 

Sir,  the  citizens  of  Alabama  have  looked 
forward,  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude,  to 
this  session  of  Congress,  for  a  redress  of  bur- 
dens imposed  by  an  nnjnst  and  nnanthoriied 
system  of  taxation. 

They  have  approached  this  body,  time  after 
time,  with  memorial  after  memorial,  and  re- 
monstrance after  remonstrance,  representing 
the  impolitic,  unwise,  and  nnjnst  course  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  the  tariff;  Uiey  have  looked 
forward  to  the  period,  which  has  now  arrived, 
when  the  national  debt  is  about  to  be  extinct, 
as  the  most  favorable  era  in  our  history,  as  one 
which  could  not  fail  to  afford  relief  from  a  sys- 
tem BO  galling,  minoos,  and  destmctive ;  and 
shall  these  fond  anticipations  be  disappointed  t 
Will  not  the  conciliatory  terms  proposed  for  a 
compromise  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
SontJi  Carolina,  (Ur.  Eatne,)  in  that  able,  con- 
vincing, and,  I  may  add,  unanswered  and  un- 
answerable argument,  and  which  have  been 
acceded  to  by  every  other  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  on  the  same  side  fff  this  question,  be 
received  in  that  amicable  and  pacific  spirit 
which  prompted  them  I 

Where,  sir,  swd  Mr,  M.,  is  that  mntnal  for- 
bearance and  concession,  that  God<like  spirit, 


which  p 


rvaded  the  conncila  of  this  ni 


mthe 


formationofthisUnion,  and  in  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  constitution!     Where,    '     ' 


{Ujmm,  isn. 

that  high  and  sacred  flame  of  patriotjam,  which, 
when  the  opposing  and  oonSicting  interests  u 
the  different  sections  of  this  Union  threatcoed, 
yes,  ur,  awfully  threatened,  ita  diBmemberaent, 
prompted  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ecd- 
tncky  (Mr.  Clat)  to  throw  himself  in  tb« 
breach  to  preserve  its  integrity  t  (I  mean  tha 
Missouri  question.)  Then,  the  qnestion  which 
divided  parties  was  the  slavebolding  8Cat«a, 
and  the  non-si  a  veholding  States.  Now,  it  it 
north  and  sooth  of  the  Potomac  Biver ;  or,  to 
my  mind,  a  more  appropriate  distinction  is,  the 
portion  who  receive  bountiee,  and  the  poriioii 
who  pay  them.  Tor  it  cannot  be  disguised, 
that,  for  the  last  ten  or  fitt«en  years,  the  means 
and  substance  of  the  Sonthem  people  have, 
under  the  tariff  exactions  and  the  internal  im- 


bold,  as  rapid,  and  unceasing  as  that  of  the  mi- 
jestio  Mississippi ;  nntil  we  are  reduced  to  the 
most  wretched  state,  and  the  last  posnble  point 
of  suffering.  Sir,  the  pictare  drawn  hy  other 
geotiemen  on  the  same  side  of  this  questtoa 
presents  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  depretsed 
condition  of  the  planting  and  agricultural  in- 
terest in  Alabama,  except,  indeed  in  the  latter 
there  is  a  deeper  gloom,  if  possible,  banging 
over  this  interest.  Tbia  unfortunate  section  m 
country  presents  precisely  the  counterpart  to 
that  beantifnl  description  of  the  high  state  of 
prosperity,  drawn  hy  the  honorable  Se^atorfroo 
Kentucky,  of  the  condition  of  other  sectioD. 
While  I  was  charmed  by  the  eloquence  of  Ihe 
honorable  Senator,  in  his  vivid  (lescriptiou  of 
the  prosperity  of  these  the  much  favored  sectiom 
of  tills  Union,  I  was  appalled  and  aatoaisbed 
at  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  these, 
and  the  actual  gloomy  condition  of  the  entire 
face  of  the  country  in  my  own  much  beloved 
State. 

From  what  source,  let  me  ask,  does  thi«  lugli 
state  of  prosperity  emanate  t  Not  from  natnnl 
advantages,  connected  with  superior  soil,  cli- 
mate, aalubrioua  air,  or  water ;  for  in  these  we 
believe  the  God  of  natnre  has  been  as  bonntiAil 
to  us  as  to  any  other  class  of  citizens  in  taj 
other  quarter  of  the  globe. 

But  thia  state  of  things  is  to  be  ascribed  b) 
artificial  advantages.  It  is  much  better  that 
the  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  including  tte 
DOQ-slaveholding  8tat«a,  should  have  the  power, 
for  we  deny  the  right,  to  tax  our  slave  labor  at 
their  own  discretion,  than  to  own  our  slavM 
themselves — and  this  is  the  advantage  they 
possess  by  a  union  of  interest  on  this  question. 

And  what,  sir,  is  this  American  system,  in 
another  point  of  view  t  It  ia  one  by  which  yon 
say  to  the  poor  man  in  his  cabin,  that  he  shall 
pay  an  exorbitant  tai  for  the  salt  pnt  in  his 
bread,  the  sugar  and  coffee  with  which  he  sup- 

Elies  a  sick  family,  the  coat  which  he  wesn 
imself,  the  flannela  with  which  he  clothes  Ids 
wife  and  children,  the  hata  which  cover  thor 
head^  his  axe,  hia  plough,  hoe,  and  other  nlea- 
sils  with  which  he  cultivates  his  crop.    Tbes^ 
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tar,  are  "the  rich  blessings,"  so  mnch  lauded 
hj  the  hononble  Seoator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Ch.A.T,)  and  the  consequenoe  is,  that  the  South- 
ern and  agricnltoral  portion  of  the  coantr^,  the 
real  yeomanrj  of  tne  SoDth,  are  made  the 
"  hevrers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  "  for 
other  Bectiona. 

I  will  not  yet  believe  bat  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator and  his  friends  will  see  the  propriety  of 
Felazing  in  this  meaBnre,  tuid  maiing  some  con- 
cession to  the  wonnded  feolinga  andjust  clums 
of  the  Sonth.  Let  me  toll  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, that  they  will  urge  in  vain  that  this 
Bjstem  is  of  benefit  to  the  Soathern  people,  and 
tiiat  we  are  incapable  of  appreciating  its  valne. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  longer  oda  to  injury 
and  oppression  the  Iiunlt  of  sapposiug  that  we 
Ao  not  understand  onr  own  interest 

We  were  informed  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
in  1824,  as  we  have  been  now,  that  to  give 
protection  to  home  industry,  would,  in  a  few 
years,  create  competition,  and  thns  redoce  the 
price  of  articles  prot«cted — but  one  ounce  of 
experience  on  this  subject  Is  worth  pounds  of 
-dieory.  And  experience  proves  that  these  cal- 
culations and  anticipstiDns  have  been  entirely 
nnf  oonded  and  fallacious. 

Hr.  President,  in  the  name  of  our  sacred 
Unioo,  I  protest  ogtunst  this  miaosllod  Ameri- 
can system,  which,  contrary  to  justice,  to  the 
constitution  of  onr  common  oonntry,  to  all  the 
Bocred  rights  of  freemen,  imposes  a  tax  upon 
my  constituents,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
anotbor  section  of  the  Union.  It  is  an  outrage, 
to  which  no  patriotism  can  prompt  any  people, 
clumtog  to  be  fi^  to  submit,  an^  which,  if 
perusted  In,  will  prove  a  hazardous  experi- 
ment, so  long  as  tnere  remains  one  sparlc  of 
that  spirit  in  the  Southern  States,  which  re- 
sisted the  nnanthorized  taxation  of  the  mother 
country. 

Hr.  President,  in  condodlng  my  remarks, 
jon  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  read  some 
extracts  from  a  Joint  remonstranoe  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assemblyof  the  State  of  Al|banu,  adopted 
with  great  onanimity,  sir,  in  bom  bronchos,  io 
1838,  t>y  way  of  showing  how  far  the  feelings 
of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  m 
accordance  with  the  views  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  declare,  as  one  of  their  representa- 
tives: 

"  The  General  Anembly  of  Alabaois,  alire  to  the 
rights  of  tbe  people  the/  serve,  and  tbe  interest  of 
the  country  in  vhlch  they  live,  (however  painful 
the  duty,)  feel  Chemaelves  called  on  by  the  crisis  to 
protest  mogt  solemnly  sgaiost  the  principle  asserted 
by  tbe  General  Government  to  control  tbe  labor  of 
the  nation,  by  protecting  uerUUn  branches  of  do- 
mestic indoatry  at  the  expense  of  others.  We  do 
Dot  compUia  of  the  power  to  raise  revenue  or  ceg- 
nlaie    commerae.      These    powers   are    expressly 

Knted  to  preserve  tbe  existence  and  ptomots  the 
mony  and  prosperity  of  the  Government.  Mot 
do  we  complain  of  tbe  incidental  protecdon  that 
may  result  from  ■  weU-iL4j>^ted  'toriiT,'  imposed 
on  the  importation  of  for^gn  goods,  with  a  view 
to  revenoe  alone,  nor  yet  of  the  occasional  insqoal- 


[Sn«TE. 
itiee  that  must  attend  the  operation  of  any  general 

"  It  is  not  of  these  powen  that  we  complain,  bat  it 
ii  the  assertion  of  another,  sod  a  very  different  one. 
It  Is  the  aseertian  of  the  power  to  impose  a  d<;ty 
on  any  article  of  foreign  commerte,  not  because  we 
want  revenue,  or  the  regulations  of  commerce,  a* 
such  require  improvement;  but  becanse  we  want  %o 
exclude  the  foreign  in  favor  of  the  domestic  fabric. 
Thia  power  la  not  granted  in  the  constitution,  and 
moat  be  susiained,  If  at  ^  by  the  pliable  doctrine 
of  implication;  and,«s  it  is  not  necessary  to  the 
power  to  raise  revenue  or  regulate  commerce,  it 
cannot  be  sustained  aa  an  incidental  or  implied 
power ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  subslantiTe,  distinct 
power,  resting  on  assumption,  and  fraught  with 
frightful  danger.  It  has  no  limit  but  tbe  caprice  of 
those  who  assert  Its  existence,  and  ia  necessaftly 
antiject  to  all  the  varying  riews  of  supposed  con- 
venience, and  the  fugitive  conceits  of  expediency. 
The  unlimited  nature  of  this  power,  and  the  dan- 
gerous purposes  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  render 
it  odious  and  nnflt  to  mingle  in  human  a^rs.  Its 
natural  oBbpriog  is  monopoly ;  and  Its  natural  ten- 
dene;  Is  to  diride  the  community  into  nabobs  and 
paupers,  to  accumulate  overgrown  wealth  in  Iha 
hands  of  the  few,  and  to  extend  the  poverty,  the 
vises,  and  the  miseries  of  the  many.  This  alarm- 
ing principle  leads  to  the  union  of  the  worst  of  hu- 
man passions.  Cupidity  and  ambitioo,  under  its 
deleterious  InBnence,  administer  to  each  other,  at 
tbe  expense  of  the  commanity.  Cuiddity  will  bar- 
ter worlds  for  money;  and  unchastened  ambitioa 
will  Olch  from  tbe  poor  man's  toil  a  portion  of  its 
just  reward,  to  appease  the  coi^dily  of  the  cold, 
calculating  monopolist. 

"Let  it  not  be  again  B^d,tha^  becanse  the  South- 
west and  Soutb  send  uosgeDtstebesetthe  membeia 
of  Congress,  and  have  forborne  to  petition  or  remon- 
strate In  every  rillage,  or  to  call  a  counter  conven- 
tion, they  are  so'  recreant  to  duty,  as  to  acquiesce 
in  the  proposed  oppres^on.  On  the  contrary,  let 
it  be  ^sCinctly  understood  that  jUabania,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Boutbern  and  Soulliwestem  Statee, 
regards  the  power  assmned  by  the  Gsneral  Govern- 
ment, to  control  her  internal  concerns,  by  protect- 
ing duties  beyond  the  fair  demands  of  the  revenue, 
as  a  palpable  usurpation  of  power  not  given  by  the 


Mr.  Bbntoh,  of  Hissonri,  next  rose.     The 

[■resent  session  of  Oongrese,  said  Mr.  B.,  was 
ookod  to  with  great  anxiety  by  tbe  people  of 
this  Union,  as  the  one  which  was  to  effect  a 
large  redaction  in  the  pnblic  revenne,  and  an 
equitable  modiScation  in  the  existing  tariff. 


,  to  be  disappointed ;  for  no  bill  has  e 
yet  been  brought  in  to  accomplish  their  just 
expeotations ;  and  we  ore  now  well  advanced 
in  the  fourth  month  of  the  session. 

The  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States  has  cer- 
tainly performed  his  port.  His  annual  Message, 
received  by  us  in  the  first  week  of  Beoember, 
contained  a  strong  recommendation  to  thia 
Oongress  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
the  Oovernment,  and  to  adjust  the  dutiee  on 
foreign  imports  so  as  to  favor  onr  national  in- 
terest at  home,  and  connteiact  adverse  polio^ 
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from  abroad ;  and  he  ebowed  na,  Id  the  Ratne 
Uessage,  that  the  state  of  the  flaaDces,  and  the 
atale  of  the  conntry,  rsqnired  these  thingi  to 
be  doDO,  and  to  be  done  now  I  These  recom- 
meDdations  will  shield  the  President  from  cen- 
Bore  for  n^iect  in  failing  to  bring  the  enbject 
of  the  tariff  before  ns ;  and  it  ought  to  shield 
him  trotn  the  imputation  of  double  dealing  on 
that  mtyect.  It  ou^bt  to  shield  him  from  chat 
imputation  t  For  his  sentiments  are  plainly  ex- 
pressed, and  are,  therefore,  intellif^ble.  They 
are  pabliclj  delivered,  and  are,  thereby,  univer- 
sally known.  They  are  in  Bccordanoe  with  all  his 
[»«vians  acta  and  words  upon  the  tariff,  and  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  credit  for  candor  and  sincer- 
ity^ I  might  go  farther,  and  say  that  his  seatl- 
menta  are  in  accordance  with  the  public  wishes 
and  the  pnblic  interests ;  but  I  will  not  presnme 
te  speak  for  a  nation  1  I  will  speak  fbr  myself 
alone,  and  will  say  that  the  President  has  well 
expressed  my  sentiments  in  this  recommenda- 
tion, snch  as  I  have  often  declared  them  to  the 
Senate  here,  and  te  my  oonstitaenta  at  home ; 
and,  thia  bein^  the  case,  it  ia  my  dnty,  still 
more  than  my  inclination,  te  defend 'tlieee  sen- 
timents, at  this  time,  and  in  this  place,  arraigned 
as  they  have  been  on  this  floor,  and  stigmatized 
as  rninons  to  the  conn  try. 

I  am  In  favor  of  redaoing  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Grovemment,  not  only  for  the  rea- 
sons which  have  been  mentioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  by  several  Senators,  bat  for  another 
reason  in  addition,  and  which  presents  itself 
to  my  mind  as  a  compact  between  the  States 
and  the  Federal  Government.  We  all  know 
that  Ibe  present  form  of  Government  grew  out 
of  the  weakness  of  the  Government  orUte  con- 
federation, and  that  the  taxing  power  was  the 
binge  npon  which  the  change  tomed.  The  Oon- 
n«ss  01  the  confederation  had  no  power  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  States.  It  had  no  power  over 
tbe  purse.  It  could  only  ask  for  money ;  and 
this  being  fonnd  a  alow  way  to  obtain  it,  tbe 
power  of  taxing  was  applied  for.  The  States 
refused  this  power,  because  the  Congress  might 
abuse  it,  and  levy  too  much;  they  reftised  to 
vest  the  Congress. of  the  confederation  with 
power  to  levy  dntiefl  npon  imports,  and  to  reg- 
ulate Uie  foreign  commerce  of  the  Btafw,  be- 
oanae  they  saw  that,  in  granting  theae  powers, 
they  yielded  the  unlimited    and    responsible 

Sower  of  taxation,  and  left  themselves  without 
efenoe  ttg«nst  the  exactions  of  tbe  General 
Oovemment.  They  reristod — they  refused. 
To  all  the  s«Aicitations  of  Congress  they  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  and  were  inexorable.  For  ten  yean 
tbey  held  out;  but  the  oonvention  of  17S7  in- 
serted these  two  powers  in  the  new  constitu- 
tion, and  the  States,  with  infinite  difficulty, 
were  indncad  te  aoqaieaoe;  but  that  acquies- 
cence was  tbe  efiect,  not  of  arguments,  but  of 
pledges  I— ftedgea  of  that  high  and  solemn  na- 
ture which  no  man  of  that  day  was  pennitted 
to  believe  could  aver  be  violat«d. 

I  maintuD,  sir,  that  the  federal  revenue  may 
be  reduced  to  the  waote  of  the  Ooveramml,  as 


recommended  in  the  President's  Ueesage,  not 
aa\j  without  destroying  domestic  mann&e- 
tnres,  bat  without  hartiug  or  Injnring  thnn 
in  the  slightwt  degree.  This  is  my  aseertioDi 
The  proof  and  the  demonstration  abatl  (bUow ; 
for  I  know  how  insignifioant  ft  is  to  make  bold 
assertions  without  adequate  pnxrfb  at  hand  to 
support  them.  And  here,  nr,  permit  me  to 
presume  that  1  am  a  fiiend  to  domestie  indnt- 
try,  and  voted  for  the  tariff  of  18S4  withtbs 
approbation  of  my  judgment,  and  for  that  of 
1828  with  repDgnance  and  misgivings.  I  stn 
a  friend  to  aouiestic  iodnstry,  and  mean  to 
protect  it,  according  to  what  I  believe  to  be  tLe 
true  policy  of  tbe  country,  sanctioned  by  th» 
constitution  and  by  the  practice  of  the  fr-— - 


protection  which  is  coeval  with  tbe  foundation 
of  our  Government,  and  under  which  maDIIb^ 
tares  attajncd  a  high  d^ree  of  importanM 
under  the  first  twenty  years  of  its  eiistoKe; 
and  that  without  giving  the  least  disBBtisfactiM 
to  any  part  of  the  ITnion.  As  far  back  as  tht 
year  1810,  onr  manufactures  had  attained  tlis 
aminal  value  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  (as  we  learn  ttom  Ur.  Gallatin'i 
report — a  report  which  onght  to  have  sliieMcd 
him  &om  the  reproach  which  has  been  OMt 
opon  him  here  t)  and  that  nnder  a  low  rate  of 
revenue  dutiee,  ranging  from  Sve  to  fifteen  per  [ 
centum.  Tbe  same  rate  of  protec&m  WmH 
now  produce  two  hundred  and  fbrty  mllliOBS  of  i 
mannfacturee  annually — for  onr  popula&st  ia  I 
doubled  since  1810.  But  it  is  not  desired  or  j 
intended,  by  any  Senators  with  whom  I  am  K- 
quainted,  to  reduce  manufactures  to  tbe  ieettt 
of  protection  possessed  at  that  time.  The  loir- 
est  rate  proposed  by  the  anti-taiiff  gentlemoi 
is  doable  and  treble  what  it  then  was ;  and,  fbr 
myself,  I  shall  not  go  so  low  as  they  do, 

I  now  proceed  to  the  proof  of  my  assertion 
that  the  revenue  may  be  reduced  to  the  wsoH 
of  the  Government,  withotit  afibcting  or  Im- 
puiing  the  sniyessAil  progresa  of  any  mannAe- 
tnre.  And  here  I  would  ask,  how  nWDj,  and 
which  are  the  artides  that  require  the  premt 
high  raleof  protection?  Oertijnly  not  the  ect 
ton  manufacture ;  for  the  Senator  from  Kelt- 
tucky,  fMr,  Owt,)  who  ^peara  on  this  floor 
as  the  loading  champion  of  domestic  mannfto- 
tnreH,  and  whoee  aamissions  of  fact  must  ba 
conclunve  against  bis  arguments  of  theory; 
this  Senator  tells  you,  and  dwells  upon  the  du-  i 
closure  with  triumphant  ezuftation,  that  Ania-  \ 
ican  cottons  are  now  exported  to  Asia,  and  hM  | 
at  a  profit  in  the  cotton  markets  of  Oanton  and  I 
Calcutta  t  Surely,  sir,  our  tariff  laws  of  I8M 
and  1828  are  not  in  force  in  Bengal  and  Cbuia 
And  I  appeal  to  all  manldnd  for  the  tratb  of 
the  inference,  that,  if  our  cottons  can  go  W 
these  conntriea,  and  be  sold  at  a  profit  witboirt 
any  protection  at  all,  tbey  can  stay  at  b<»«i 
and  be  sold  to  our  own  dtizena,  withoat  los^ 
nnder  a  less  protection  than  SO  and  260  P^ 
centum  I    One  &ot^  Ur.  Frendeu^  is  said  to  w 
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irortb  a  tlionaaod  theories ;  I  will  add  th&t  it  ia 
worth  a  liuDdred  thoD3&nd  qieeohee ;  and  this 
fltot,  that  Amerioao  cottAna  now  travene  the 
one-half  of  the  circomference  of  this  globe — 
oross  the  eqainoctial  line — desoend  to  £e  and- 
podes — seek  foreign  cottons  on  the  double  the- 
atre of  British  and  Auatio  oompetition,  aod 
come  off  viotoriona  from  the  oontest — U  a  full 
and  overwhetming  answer  to  all  the  speechea 
that  hare  been  mode,  or  ever  can  be  made,  in 
bitor  of  high  protecting  dotjes  on  theee  cottons 
at  home.  The  onl;  effect  of  such  duties  is  to 
oat  off  consumption — to  create  monopoly  at 
home — to  enable  our  manafactnrers  to  sell  their 
goods  higher  \f>  their  own  Christian  fellow-dt- 
uoQ^  than  to  the  pagan  worshippers  of  Fo  and 
of  Brahma!  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ganges  and  the  Bnrrampooter  to  wear  Ameri- 
can cottons  npon  cheaper  terms  than  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Ohio  and  Uississippi.  And  eveiy 
Western  citiaen  knows  the  fact,  that  when 
these  shipments  of  Americsn  cottons  were 
making  to  the  extremitiee  of  Asia,  the  price  of 
these  same  cottons  was  aotnall;  rused  20  and 
35  per  cent,  in  all  the  towns  of  the  West:  with 
thb  farther  difference  to  our  pr^udice,  that  we 
con  ool;  par  for  them  in  monej,  while  the  io- 
bahitants  of  Asia  make  payment  in  the  pro- 
dacts  of  their  own  country. 

Tliat  is  what  the  gentleman's  admission 
proved ;  bnt  I  do  not  come  here  (a  argue  upon 
admissions,  whether  candid,  or  nnguarded,  of 
the  adversary  spealiers.  I  bring  tnj  own  facts 
and  proo& ;  and,  really,  sir,  I  have  a  mind  to 
complain  that  the  (rantleman's  admisdon  about 
cottons  has  crippled  the  force  of  my  argiunent 
—that  it  has  weakened  its  effect,  by  letting  ont 
balf  at  a  time,  and  destroyed  its  novelty,  by  an 


treasured  up  in  my  magazine  of  argnment,  and 
intended  to  produce  it  at  the  proper  time,  to 
ehow  that  we  exported  this  article,  not  to  Can- 
ton and  Calcutta  alone,  bnt  to  all  quarters  of 
the  globe;  not  a  few  cargoes  only,  try  way  of 
experiment,  but  in  great  quantities,  as  a  regular 
trade  to  the  amount  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 
of  dollars  annually  \  and  that,  of  this  amonnt, 
no  less  than  forty  thousand  dollani'  worth  in 
the  year  IS80  had  done  what  .the  combined 
fleets  and  armies  of  the  world  could  not  do ;  it 
had  scaled  the  rook  of  Gibraltar,  penetrated  to 
the  heart  of  the  British  garrison,  taken  poasea- 
Bi(Hi  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  soldiers,  bound 
their  arms,  legs,  and  bodies,  and  strutted  in 
triumph  over  the  ramparts  and  batteries  of 
that  inattackable  fortress;  and  now,  sir,  I  will 
use  no  more  of  the  gentieman's  admissions.  I 
■will  draw  upon  my  own  resources;  and  will 
show  nearly  the  whole  list  of  our  domestic 
manufactnres  to  be  in  the  same  flourishing  con- 
dition with  cottons  actually  going  abroad  to 
seek  oompetition^  without  protection,  in  every 
foreign  clime,  and  contending  victoriously  with 
foreign  manufaotures  wherever  they  can  ea- 
connter  them,    I  read  &om  the  costom-bouae 


[Here  Hr.  B.  exhibited  a  tabid  showing  the  vari- 
ous artietes  of  domes^c  manubcures  exported  Ut 
foreign  countries,  and  the  value  of  each;  and 
among  these  artielcs  mlt,  to  the  Briiisli   domlo- 

Thia  ia  Uie  list  of  domestic  mannbctnres  ex- 
ported to  foreign  countries.     It  comnrebeoda 

the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  that  long 
catalogue  of  items  which  the  Senator  fh>m 
Eentnckv  Qii.  Ci.a.v)  read  to  na  on  the  second 
day  of  his  discoorse ;  and  shows  the  whole  to 
be  going  abroad,  without  a  shadow  of  protec- 
tion, to  seek  competition,  in  foreign  marketer 
with  the  forei^  goods  of  all  the  world.  The 
list  of  articles  I  have  read,  contains  near  fifty 
varieties  of  manufactures,  (and  1  have  omitted 
many  minor  articles,)  anionnting,  in  value,  to 
near  six  millions  of  dollars !  And  now  behold 
the  ^versiM  of  human  reasoning  I  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  exhibits  a  fist  of  articles 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  and  argues 
that  the  slightest  diminution  in  the  enorrooDs 
protection  they  now  enjoy,  will  overwhelm  the 
whole  in  rain,  and  cover  the  land  with  desola- 
tion. I  exhibit  the  same  list,  and  argue  that 
these  articles  can  bear,  without  injury,  a  very 
considerable  diminution.  He  say^  if  there  u 
the  least  diminution,  foreigners  will  come  here 
and  undersell  them ;  I  say  no,  because  these 
articles  now  go  abroad,  and  undersell  foreign- 
ers, in  foreign  marketer  without  a  particle  of 
protection.  This  is  the  difference  in  our  rea- 
soning, for  our  faaU  are  the  same ;  and  which 
is  right,  I  leave  to  the  common  sense  of  aU  man- 
kind to  say. 

I  do  not  projiose  to  comment,  item  by  item, 
oa  all  the  articles  contained  in  this  Ust.  I 
have  read  it  in  detail,  and  leave  the  reflections 
which  the  reading  suggests  to  the  nnderstand- 
ings  of  otiters.  A  few  items  only  I  will  exam- 
ine, for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  my  own 
opinion  of  tJie  tariff^  and  of  the  kind  of  madj£- 
oation  it  ought  to  receive.  In  some  instances, 
the  mannbcture  is  so  generally  diffused,  and 
the  price  reduced  so  low  by  domestic  competi- 
tion, that  the  duty  is  a  dead  letter,  giving  no 
preference  U)  the  arrlsan,  adding  no  increase 
of  price  to  the  purchaser;  and,  in  such  cases, 
no  practical  man  should  trouble  himself  about 
tlie  duty.  In  otiier  instances,  the  domestic 
supply  is  far  from  being  equal  to  the  demand ; 
large  foreign  supplies  ^ust  be  proonred,  and  the 
duty  on  the  foreign  articles  is  paid  by  Uie  con- 
sumer ;  in  such  instances,  there  ought  to  be  a 
reasonable  reduction.  In  other  instances,  again, 
the  duty  enables  a  few  to  engross  the  domestic 
market,  and  to  exact  extortionate  prioea,  where, 
in  fact,  no  duty  is  necessary  at  all  to  give  thenT 
afair  profit;  and,  in  such  canon,  the  dnty  should 
be  abolished.  In  other  instances,  the  foreign 
article  has  no  rival  or  substitute  nunn&otnied 
in  the  United  States ;  and,  ia  such  cases,  tbo 


foreign  utiole  sbould  be  freed  from  dntj.  I 
do  nut  now  travel  over  tbu  list  to  eiemplifj 
these  DositioDs;  the  time  will  oome  for  that 
exemplification  when  we  arrive  at  the  details 
of  tiia  bill,  I  will  take  two  items  only  to  il- 
Inatrate  >ome  part  of  my  meaning,  namely,  iron 
and  salt.  The  list  shows  a  large  exportation, 
upwards  of  $800,000  worth  of  domeetio  iron, 
and  Its  mannfactnres.  Tnming  to  the  detMled 
Btat«ment  from  which  this  snmnisry  list  is  com- 
piled, and  we  find  this  entij  nnder  the  head  of 

"To  Caba,«,0S0,3Te  lbs.— value  ^61,21 6." 

Now,  rir,  let  any  penon  who  can  work  a 
flom  in  the  golden  role  of  three,  ctdcnlate  the 
prioe  of  these  nails  per  ponnd.  He  will  find  it 
to  be  less  than  six  cents;  and  whether  theee 
exported  n^ls  consisted  of  an  assortment,  whioh 
is  most  probable,  or  were  ell  of  the  lowext 
price,  which  is  inipoesible  to  believe,  it  will 
tnm  ont  that  American  nails  are  exported  for 
lass  than  tbey  are  sold  at  home:  for  it  is  inoon- 
testable  that  the  people  of  the  Weet  pay  more 
than  six  cents  a  ponnd  for  their  najls. 
The  lint  bIao  contains  this  item — 
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"Salt, 


taa,8T8." 


Taming  to  the  detailed  statement,  and  we 
find  that  this  salt  of  domestic  manafaotnre  goes 
to  Canada,  actually  goes  into  his  Britannic  Maj- 
esty's dominions,  where  British  salt  comes  free 
of  duty,  and  where  it  has  to  contend  with  that 
salt,  apon  its  own  territory,  and  withont  a  par- 
ticle of  protection,  Now,  why  not  contend 
with  it  also  at  home,  npon  our  territories,  upon 
the  same  terms!  It  can  certainly  stand  the 
competition  better  at  home  than  abroad.  Why, 
then,  does  it  want  protection  at  homel  Ur. 
President,  another  opportunity  will  present 
itself  for  going  at  larae  mto  the  whole  question 
of  the  salt  tax ;  bnt  I  cannot  permit  this  oppor- 
tunity— so  forcibly  presented  by  the  actual 
view  of  American  salt  exported  to  the  British 
dominions — to  pass  by,  without  nnfolding  the 
pecnliar  operation  of  the  tariff  laws  apon  this 
article  of  universal  and  prime  necessity.  I  will 
taake  a  brief  expoution  of  this  cruel  operation ; 
and,  first,  we  will  see  the  quantity  and  valne  of 
foreign  sidt  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
shown  in  the  oustom-honse  retams  of  1830  : 


-       I>nteh  WMt  iDdlst, 


■       OOm  BfiOib  Colo- 
nit^    -        - 
»       TiuHM,  on  tb«  lied- 
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In  this  list,  nr,  we  behold  the  import  price 
— the  first  cost— of  all  the  variety  of  salt  impc«t- 
ed  into  the  United  States.  See  tiie  pure,  nat- 
ural, crystallized,  snn'-made  salt,  which  comes 
from  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  t^e  West 
Indies,  costing  seven,  eight,  or  nine  cents  a 
bnsbel.  See  that  which  comes  from  the  c«astB 
and  the  islands  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  the 
head  of  the  Adriatic  sea,  and  which  is  equally 
pore,  strong,  and  good,  costing  no  more  than 
three,  four,  five,  and  six  cents  a  busheL  Then 
look  at  the  price  of  this  salt  in  the  seaport 
towns,  generally  Tanging  between  forty  and 
fifty  cents  a  bushel ;  look  at  the  prioe  of  the 
same  salt  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  whoi 
sold  to  the  farmer,  and  observe  this  price  in- 
creased to  about  one  dollar,  and  the  bushel  re- 
duced to  fifty  pounds ;  observe  these  thin^ 
and  tell  me  the  reason  of  this  excessive,  Ihti 
monstroos,  this  astonishing  disproportion  be- 
tween the  import  and  the  retail  price.  Loefc 
at  the  respective  prices  of  the  Eugiiah  fire-made 
salt,  and  the  natural  snn-made  salt,  whidi 
comes  from  twenty  other  countries,  and  tell  me 
the  reason  why  that  which  cost  double,  and  b 
worth  but  half  as  mnch  as  the  other,  sells  far 
about  the  aame  price  in  our  market.  Tell  me 
why  it  is  thaf  ell  qnalities  are  levelled,  and  all 
prices  raised,  to  the  same  standard,  and  profit* 
of  four  or  five  hundred  per  centum  exacted  oo 
some  descriptions  of  salt.  Sir,  I  will  tell  yon 
the  reasons  of  all  these  enormities,  and  I  will 

Srove  it  to  you  besides.  It  is  the  tariff  which 
oes  it  I  It  is  the  tariff,  which,  giving  birth  to 
a  race  of  recratere  in  the  seaporbL  and  monop- 
oliiers  in  tne  interior,  throws  aU  the  foreign 
salt  into  the  hands  of  one  set,  and  all  the  do- 
mestic salt  into  the  hands  of  the  other-  and 
enables  the  two  classes  to  fix  their  own  pricey 
and  to  exact  what  they  please  for  evei;  variety 
of  the  article,  without  regard  to  the  difference 
in  cost  or  quality. 

The  tariff  does  it,  and  this  is  the  process :  A 
vessel  arrives  firom  the  dominions  of  a  foreign 
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States,  the  datj  mast  be  pud  in  resdj  money, 
or  bond  &nd  Beoaritj  given  to  pftj  it  in  nine 
months.  If  paid  in  read;  money,  the  interest 
for  nine  montbs  is  diaoonnted ;  if  credit  is  taken, 
the  prindpal  aod  secnridea  in  the  bond  are  all 
required  to  be  oitizem  of  the  United  States. 
This  is  the  law.  Now  for  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  law.  The  importer  who  has  brought 
this  salt  to  sell,  and  which  he  wishes  to  sell  at 
(bnr,  five,  six,  seren,  eight,  or  nine  cents  a 
l)nshel,  did  not  bring  along  with  him  epi^e 
cash  at  the  rate  of  tea  cents  a  bushel,  (wnioh 
IB  the  present  duty,)  to  paf  the  American  Gov- 
ernment before  he  can  sell  his  sail  to  American 
(ritizens.  He,  tlierefor^  cannot  par  the  datj 
in  ready  money.  Credit  becomes  his  only  re- 
eoarce ;  and,  to  get  American  secnrides  to  his 
lioQd,  the  salt  most  be  sold  or  consigned  b> 
American  citiEcns.  This  throws  the  whole  for- 
eign salt  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  few  men, 
-who  make  it  their  business,  and  their  profit, 
either  to  go  security  and  take  the  salt  to  sell, 
or  to  bay  it  at  once  oat  of  the  hands  of  the  im- 
porter, and  assume  the  duties  to  the  Qovem- 
ment  And  this  ia  the  practical  operation  of 
the  law.  Having  all  the  salt  in  their  own 
bands,  the  next  Uiin^  is  to  fix  the  price,  and 
that  is  done  by  adding  the  duty  to  the  cost, 
and  pntting  as  many  handred  per  cent,  as  they 
please  npon  both,  for  their  profit,  and  this 
brings  the  price  to  forty  or  fifty  cents.  This  is 
the  process  of  the  regrater  in  the  seaport ;  the 
monopotiner  in  the  interior  keeps  pace  with  his 
brother;  and,  between  the  two,  the  farmer 
pays  four  prices  for  his  bushel  of  salt,  and  then 

eits  a  weighed  bnshel  of  fifty  ponnds,  measor- 
g  little  more  tbtm  half  a  basnel,  instead  of  a 
measured  bushel,  weighing  from  seventy-six  to 
eighty-fonr  pounds,  Snch  is  the  operation  of 
the  tariff  npon  the  price  of  saltl  Abolish  the 
duty,  and  introduce  a  free  trade,  and  what 
would  be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  sir,  the  im- 
porter would  never  (Ml  into  the  hands  of  the 
regraters.  He  would  land  his  salt  without  a 
permit^  with  out  tax— without  bond— and  sell 
It  in  the  river,  or  at  the  wharf,  to  any  one- 
that  would  buy  it ;  or  he  would  ascend  into  the 
interior  with  it,  bartering  his  salt  with  the  farm- 
en,  against  their  provisions,  and  that  at  first 
cost,  without  doty,  or  advance  upon  cost  and 
dnty.  The  manufacturer  wonld  have  a  fur 
price  for  the  domestic  article ;  for  freight  would 
operate  as  a  protection,  and  be  eqaal  to  a  duty 
of  near  twenty  cents,  and  give  a  better  profit 
upon  their  capital  than  formers  and  planters 
are  receiving.  This  would  be  the  state  of 
our  salt  trade  if  the  duty  was  abolished;  and 
every  interest  of  the  farmer  requires  the  aboli- 

The  Test  needs  foreign  trade.  Why  else  did 
our  ancestora  struggle  under  the  Government 
of  the  confederation  to  secure  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi?  Why  else  did  uie 
whole  West  r^oioe  at  the  acquisition  of  the 


mouths  of  the  Missisaippi  in  160S  f  But  it  Is 
said  that  the  introdaction  of  the  high  tariff  pol- 
icy has  not  been  injurious  to  foreign  trade.  I 
think  otherwise ;  but  let  us  avoid  an  array  of 
opiwsite  opinions,  and  oontradicCory  assertions, 
which  decide  nothing,  and  .produce  no  results, 
and  let  us  have  recourse  to  the  logic  of  facts 
which  put  an  end  to  all  mistakes.  Let  us  ex- 
amine this  point  upon  evidence,  and  evidence 
of  that  character  that  no  man  may  be  permitted 
to  dispute  it.  I  speak  of  the  evidence  of  the 
custom-house  books,  and  will  take  two  periods 
which  will  exhibit  the  fairest  state  of  the  qne»- 
tion.  I  will  take  the  year  laiB,  which  was  the  • 
year  of  the  commencement  of  the  high  tariff 
policy;  and  the  year  1830,  whiob  was  two 
years  after  that  system  had  attained  its  present 
maximum  growth.  In  the  first  of  these  years 
the  export  of  domestic  productions  was  $84,- 
781,806 ;  in  the  second!'  it  was  $C»,462,02B. 
Here  is  a  decrease  of  five  millious,  when  tiiere 
ought  to  have  been  an  increase  of  about  thirty 
miBions ;  for  our  population  had  increased  one- 
third  in  the  same  time,  and  our  country  was  at 
peace  with  all  the  world  dnring  the  whole 
period ;  and  her  foreign  oommerce  should  have 
been  as  progressive  as  her  population.  The 
diminution  of  foreign  trade  is  tlien^  in  reality, 
about  thirty-five  millions  j  and  that  in  the  short 
space  of  fonrtoen  years.  This  is  a  striking  view 
of  the  decline  of  foreign  trade  under  the  high 
tariff  policy ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  the  strong- 
est view  which  the  case  admits.  That  strong- 
est view  will  be  seen  in  the  dissection,  or 
analysis,  of  our  export  trade  for  those  years; 
an  operation  which  will  show  that  the  dedine 
has  fallen,  not  generally  upon  all  our  exports, 
but  partially  and  eiclasively  on  the  products  of 
the  earth — the  products  of  the  South  and  West 
—while  the  exports  of  the  Northeast  have  ac- 
tually increased  during  the  same  period. 
Here  is  the  analysis : 

In  181S,  the  domestic  exports  were: 

In  the  products  of  ■griculCure,  $58,864,000 

of  tbe  forert,  -  7,293,000 

of  the  se^      -  -  1,831,000 

of  maaufactnres,  -  l,T(>fi,000 

In  ISSO,  they  were: 

la  the  products  of  agriculture,  •  |4S,9le,SS3 

of  the  forest,  -  4,192,017 

of  the  sea,      -  -  1,726,270 

of  manubatuies  •  8,907,380 

Herc^  air,  is  proof  for  yon  1  Here  is  dem- 
onstration t  Here  is  the  logic  of  the  exact 
sciences  I  Here  is  the  true  working  of  the  high 
tariff  policy  1  And  what  does  it  prove  to  you  t 
It  proves  that  agriculture  in  the  year  1S30  is 
worth  seven  millions  less  than  in  1816,  instead 
'of  being  worth  one-third,  or  seventeen  millions 
more ;  thai  the  products  of  the  forest — a  kin- 
dred product  to  ^icultnre — are  three  milliooa 
less  in  1680  than  1816,  instead  of  being  three 
millions  more ;  that  the  products  of  the  sea, 
instead  of  declining  like  the  others,  have  ao- 
tnally  advanced  near  half  a  million ;  and  that 
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tlio  prodnoU  cS  the  moua&ctoriea  have  ad- 
vanced upwards  of  threefold,  from  one  million 
and  three-qoartera  to  aiz  million  and  a  haJf  1 
This  lono  of  figures  puta  to  fli^t  all  the  de- 
losive  toeoriea  which  would  either  den;  the 
fact  of  a  decline  in  onr  fureign  oomineree,  or 
attribnte  it  to  the  diminutjon  of  money,  and 
oonwqaent  fall  of  prices.  The  prodnce  of  the 
high  tariff  States  is  not  affected  by  those  causes. 
The  prodnce  of  the  sea,  namely,  fish,  oil,  whale- 
bone, and  apermaceti,  Vbich  goes  from  the 
high  tariff  States  in  the  Northeast,  sells  as  well 
as  ever.  The  produce  of  the  manofactoriea, 
>  too  DameroDB  to  be  detailed,  espeolallj  after 
reading  a  list  of  them  au  hour  ago,  also  goes 
from  Uie  same  Btate,  and  is  vastly  iocre^ed. 
But  the  produce  of  a^culture,  nsjuely,  beef, 

rrk,  baoon,  flour,  grain,  cotton,  ric«,  tobacoo, 
.,  to.,  which  go«e  from  the  Sonthem  and 
Western  States,  is  lately  sank  in  value ;  the 
produce  of  the  forest,  which  p>es  principally 
from  the  same  States,  and  consists  of  skins  and 
fore,  of  tar,  pitch,  rosin,  and  tnrpentiiie,  of 
staves  and  shingles,  hewn  timber,  masts,  spars, 
boards,  and  other  lumber,  has  also  sank  in 
valae.  Sir,  tliere  is  no  mistake  in  theae  flgores  I 
no  error  in  these  dedaotions  I  no  room  for  any 
diToruty  of  opinions!  The  high  tariff  works 
alike,  throDgnout  all  its  departnienta,  aud  in 
every  operation,  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
hurtful  to  the  farmer  and  the  planter ;  it  Is  ben- 
eficial to  the  fishermen  and  the  mannfactureT. 


for  the  South  and  West! 

Several  speakwa,  Mr.  President,  have  read 
to  ns  the  aooonnta  of  British  oppression  daring 
our  colonial  vassalage.  They  have  shown  thst 
we  w«re  allowed  to  nutunfactore  not^iiog  for 
onraelves,  and  were  compelled  to  purchase  the 
manufactures  of  the  mother  country.  This 
was  certainly  a  great  oppression  upon  the  col- 
onists, and  deserved  their  highest  resentment; 
bnt  in  some  respects  the  present  state  of  trade 
between  the  West  and  the  high  tariff  States  is 
on  a  worse  footing  for  the  West  than  that  of 
the  colonists  was  with  the  mother  country.  In 
the  first  place,  the  colonists  bought  their  man- 
ufactnres  from  the  mother  country  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  we  boy  from  the  high  tariff  Htates, 
especially  in  the  easential  ortjcles  of  woollen 
^oAt.  In  the  next  place,  Uie  colonists  paid  in 
Uielr  own  productions,  we  in  money.  In  the 
third  place,  the  oolonists  fnnuabed  the  raw 
materials  to  be  worked  up  in  En^aod,  while 
the  West  fumishee  scarcely  any  raw  material 
for  the  Northeastern  mannfacturea,  and  many 
of  them  employ  foreign  materials,  to  the  eicln- 
sion  of  American  materials.  We  have  a  very 
striking  instance  of  this  in  a  memorial  now 
upon  our  tables  from  a  firm  of  flax  monnfao- 
turers  near  Philadelphia.  It  contains  this  re- 
markable sentence :  "  The  manufactures  your 
memorialists  produce  are  from  foreign  fiaz  ez- 
clnsively,  and  consist  of  shoe  threads,  tailor's 
threads,  twines,  and  flax  and  tow  yams  enter- 


ing into  other  mann&tinraa,  aa  ohedo,  Iteena, 
carpeting,  patent  floor  oloth,  boot  vebbiii;,  and 
h^  Mating,  which  oaonot  be  made  ttvm  the 
flax  grown  in  this  oauntiy,  of  a  i]a^t>r  to  an- 
Bwer  the  puiposes  of  the  oODsumeiB."  Now, 
under  the  old  colonial  system,  theae  mamifb)- 
turers  would  have  been  obliged  to  ase  Aami- 
can  flax,  and  t«  have  paid  Ameriean*  for  it; 
but  under  our  high  tuiff,  they  bay  the  flu 
from  abroad ;  and  the  high  duties  upon  all  tbe 
manufactures  of  flax,  as  threads  and  twines^ 
checks  and  lineoa,  uu^tings  and  floor  doth^ 
boot  webbing  and  hair  seating,  enables  them  to 
sell  the  manufacture  suffioiently  high  to  ensUe 
them  to  buy  tbe  foreign  material,  and  tbe  peo- 
ple ore  to  be  deluded  with  the  stwy  U^at  thia  ia 
a  domesljo  manufactory  1  The  qoantity  «rf  for- 
eign fiaz  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
two  years  after  the  tariff  of  1898,  and  vonaiii- 
ing  in  the  country  for  consomption,  was  iii]ie(7- 
dx  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fbr^-two  dm- 
lars'  worth ;  which,  of  course,  went  into  our 
domesdo  mannfoctoriea.  It  le  tbe  same  thing 
with  other  ordclee ;  for  our  cnstom-honae  bodes 
show  an  import  of  foreign  wool,  since  tbe  tarUf 
of  1824,  to  the  value  of  two  million  seventy-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars ; 
of  foreign  hemp  to  the  voloe  of  three  tuillioo 
five  hundred  and  forty-<Hie  thonsand  six  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  dollars ;  oi  foreign  indigo 
to  the  value  of  four  million  eight  hundred  and 
thirtj-five  thonsand  seven  hnndred  and  aixtj- 
seven  dollars ;  of  foreign  raw  hides  to  the  value 
of  eleven  million  one  hnndred  and  seventy-two 
thousand  seven  hnndred  dollars;  andofforugn 
furs  to  tbe  value  of  two  millitm  Beventy-«evea 
thousand  two  hundred  and  tbirty-flvedcdian: 
making,  in  the  whole,  an  importation  of  foreign 
materials,  in  five  art^olee  alone,  to  the  omoDnt 
of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  short 
space  of  six  yeare^  between  the  yeara  1824  aad 
1880.  And  this  is  the  net  amount  whiob  re- 
nuuned  in  the  country  for  oonanmption,  after 
deduoting  the  re-eiportations.  This  immense 
sum  has  been  p^d  to  foreigners,  instead  of 
American  citizens;  so  that,  in  this  respect,  our 
trade  with  the  Northeastern  mannfacturera  is  on 
a  far  worse  footing  than  that  of  the  old  oolo- 
nists with  Great  Britun.  Bnt  I  trust  that  this 
hardship  will  soon  be  relieved,  and  that,  in  tlie 
modification  of  the  tariff  at  the  present  seesioB, 


ican  system,  and  secured  in  the  domeetio  sup* 

Sy  of  tbe  raw  materials  to  our  domestic  manu-  - 
otories.  I  hope  for  this  much  for  the  Carm- 
ers,  and  for  the  honor  of  the  system.  For 
nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  to  ereot  do- 
mestic mann&ctnres  upon  foreign  materials; 
nothing  more  contradictory  than  to  predicate 
Independence  for  goods  npon  dependenoe  for 
material  to  make  them  out  of;  nothing  mora 
iniquitous  than  to  give  to  the  manufao*nren 
the  home  market  of  goods,  aud  not  give  to  tiis 
fkrmers  the  home  market  of  raw  materials; 
nothing  more  insnltdng  to  the  undentBndinjp 
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-of  thfl  peopla,  than  to  oalt  snok  a  one-dded  bm- 
nopolf  sn  Americno  (jBteni. 

The  West,  then,  Mr.  Preaident,  in  oominoii 
with  all  tha  agricmitaral  portions  of  l^is  Union, 
haa  a  deep  and  direct  intamt  in  the  preserva- 
tion and  estension  of  foreign  trade.  If  she 
looked  to  her  interest  alone,  if  she  looked  at 
die  question  nnder  the  liogie  aspect  of  selfish 
benefit,  she  woold  be  an  Advocate  for  nure- 
atrioted  eommeice  with  all  the  world.  8h« 
woald  «aotinii«  the  <stj,  upon  «)iioIi  she  went 
to  WW  twentr  T *-  '      ^-'-    --' 


«  WMt  i>  not  indiTidiial 
ir  e^tistioal  in  her  p<diqr. 


wikn'rightaf 
in  her  eziiteaoe, 

Sbe  is  a  8e<^onal  diriuon  of  an  extended 
federacT' ;  she  belongs  to  a  ^reat  political  s/s- 
t«m ;  she  b  rahject  to  a  dapheate  form  of  Gov- ' 
enunent;  and  these  conditions  impose  upon- 
her  oblifpitioiu,  which  neither  dntj  nor  patriot- : 
ism  permit  her  to  diaresard.  Her  Government 
mnst  be  sopported,  and  that  support  requires 
revenne ;  her  indepaidenc«  mnst  be  inuntain- 
ed,  and  that  independence  re^aires  a  home  sop- 
pljr  of  certain  artides.  Foreign  ooauneroe  pre- 
senta  the  most  oonvement  rabjeotibrrevefiae, 
fbr  the  snpport  of  the  Federal  Oovemment; 
and  the  levj  of  that  revenue  ma?  be  made  the 
means  of  enoom«ging  the  prodnotion  of  the  ea- 
■ential  articles  which  our  independence  requires 
to  be  made  at  home.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
qoalifying  the  unlimited  freedom  of  trade, 
which  our  pecuniary  interest  might  reqaire ; 
and  henc«,  also,  the  measure  of  that  quuifloa- 
tion.  And  this,  Mr.  President,  brings  me  back 
to  a  point  which  I  mentioned  before,  and 
which,  npon  this  snt:i]eot,  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets  with  me :  revenue,  to  the  extent  of 
the  Government  wants;  protection  as  an  inci- 
d«it  to  rerenue. 

Mr,  PrcMdent,  I  hope  I  have  been  fortunate 
enoDghtomskeroTselfintelligible  to  the  Senate. 
I  cerUunly  understand  myself  whether  others 
do  or  not.  I  am  an  enemy  to  nnneoeasary  taxa- 
tion, and  mean  to  vote  for  reducing  the  revenue 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  am  an 
enemy  to  a  public  debt,  to  it«  substance  as  well 
as  to  its  stiadow,  and  mesn  to  vote  for  relief 
from  the  burdens  as  welt  as  relief  t^om  the 
name  of  our  present  debL  I  am  a  friend 
to  domestic  indortry,  and  intend  to  give  it 
a  &ir  protection  under  the  regular  exercise 
of  the  revenne-rtu«ng  power.  I  am  a  friend 
to  a  indictouB  tari^  in  oontradistinotion  to  sn 
i^JQdieioiu,  or  a  political,  or  a  sectional  one ; 
and  moan  to  have  regard  to  every  public  in- 
terest— the  farmer  as  well  as  the  m&nufactnrOT 
— the  consumer  as  well  as  Uie  producer — the 
Importer  as  w^  as  the  exporter,  in  a^usting 
the  fntnre  scale  of  the  tariff  duties.  Above 
all,  I  am  a  friend  to  the  cultivators  of  the  earth, 
and  mean  to  labor  hard  to  give  them  some 
benefit  from  the  redaction  of  the  revenue,  in 
lowering  the  price  of  land  1  and  abolishing  the 
tax  on  salt.  For  the  rest,  I  am  in  &vor  of  ac- 
tion, not  wprda,  I  am  for  going  to  work  on  the 
tariff  bill,  and  ceasing  to  debate  on  the  tariff 


resolutions.  I  am  in  &Tor  of  dropping  both 
the  reaolntions  before  ns,  and  sendiiig  another 
to  a  oomnilttee,  directing  that  committee  to 
bring  in  the  whole  tariff  in  one  bill — every  item 
now  subject  to  datj ;  tliat  we  may  take  it  up 
for  decision,  be^  at  the  beginning,  and  go  to 
the  end ;  altering  what  we  can  alter,  and  low- 
ing the  result  to  the  people,  for  their  approval 
or  condemnation.  This  ia  what  I  am  now  for ; 
and  for  this  purpose,  I  now  conclude  my  speeob, 
and  offer  yon  a  resolution  in  amendment,  or 
substitation  of  those  which  are  now  depending, 
(instructing  the  committee  to  which  the  subject 
should  be  referred,  to  report  a  hill  embracing 
aU  the  items  on  which  a  rednotion  might  be 
thought  proper,  ^tlier  with  or  without  fixing 
the  rote  of  duties  on  each  article.) 
The  8enat«  then  adjonmed. 


MoHDAT,  March  19, 
Th*  Tariff'. 

The  Senate  again  proceeded  to  oondder  the 
following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay 
on  the  Bth  January  lost : 

RtMohad,  Tbst  the  existing  datles  open  artlclei 
Imported  trota  foreign  countries,  and  not  coming 
Into  competition  with  similar  uilcles  made  or  pro- 
duced within  tha  United  States,  ought  to  l>e  forth- 
with abolished,  aicapt  the  duties  upon  wines  and 
silks,  and  that  they  oaght  to  tie  reduced. 

RttoiMil,  That  the  Committee  on  nnance  report 
a  bUl  accordingly. 

And  Mr.  Eatnc's  amendment  thereto,  pro- 
pped on  the  16th  of  January,  viz : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "countries," 
and  insert  as  fidlows : 

"  Be  BO  rednced  that  the  amouDt  of  the  pabUe 
revenue  shall  be  soflteient  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
Ooverament  sceording  to  the  present  scale,  after 
ihepaynentof  the  pubUo  debt;  and  that,  allowing 
a  reasonable  time  for  tbe  gradual  reduclieti  of  tbe 
present  high  duties  on  the  articles  coming  in  com- 
petitiOQ  with  similar  articles  made  or  produced 
within  the  United  States,  the  duties  be  ultimately 
equalised,  so  that  the  duty  do  no  article  sfaaU,  an 
compared , with  the  value  of  that  article,  vary  ma- 
teii^y  from  the  general  average." 

Ur.  Eatne  then  called  for  a  diviraon  of  the 
question ;  and  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  strik' 
ing  out  all  of  the  original  resolution  after  the 
tvord  "  Setohtd,^'  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  nega- 
tived, as  follows: 

Tub. — Ueasrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For- 
Rjtb,  Grundy,  Hsyne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  HiUer, 
Hoore,  Poindexter,  RobioMn,  Smith,  Troop,  Tyler, 
White— 18. 

Hits.— Ueasra.  Bell,  Bucknsr,  Clay,  CUyton, 
Siciiersoa,  Dudley,  Ewiug,  Foot,  Frelinghuyseo, 
Qendriolu,  Holmes,  JobniloD,  Knight,  Maroy,  Pren- 
tiss, Robbins,  Seymour,  Kisbee,  Sprague,  'Hpton, 
TomllnsoD,  Wagganao,  Wiliuns — 23. 

The  President  declared  that  tha  amendment 
of  Mr.  Hacks  was  r^eoted,  aod  the  original 
resolntion  adopted. 
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TuisDAT,  Ibrcb  20. 
Land  Grant  to  MUttmri. 
Ifr.  Benton  siktA  and  obtdoed  leave  to  in- 
trodoce  a  bill  srantiDe  to  the  State  of  Misaonri 
five  bandred  tEoogftncl  oores  of  the  pnblic  lande, 
for  the  purpose  of  iateni&l  iiaprovement  within 
that  St&te ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
seoond  madiug. 

WxDUBSDAT,  Uarch  SI. 
Lattd  Qrant  to  Loumana. 


a  ud  the  «aid  Sute  in  kee; 
open  the  waCercourtea  communicaticg  with 
Migsiagjppl,  and  for  luch  other  objecu  u  may 
coatddered  of  public  utility. 

Land  Qrant  tc  MMmippi. 

Ifr.  FoiNDBXTEs  offered  a,  reaolation  of 

qnirj  relative  to  a  grant  of  6(X),Q0O  acres  __ 

land  to  the  State  of  UiBusuppi,  fbr  purposes  of 

internal  improvement. 

Tbubsdat,  March  2a. 
The  TaHff—Mr.  WUkint'  Amendmrnt. 

Ur.  WiLona  then  Babmitted  the  following 
omeadmeut  to  the  resolution  : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  forUiwith,  and 
insert  the  following :  "  so  far  reduced,  or  alto- 
gether abolished,  as  to  bring  down  the  amount 
of  the  public  revenae  to  a  sum  sufBdent  to  de- 
fraj  the  ordinary  eipeoditores  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  after  the  payment  of  the  national  debt, 
as  proposed  in  the  iate  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaanrj,  and  without  a  view  to  a  bbf- 
pIuH  revenue,  or  for  distribation,  having  such 
regard  aa  thej  may  deem  expedient  to  snch  an 
ultimate  equalization  of  duties  as  njll  render 
them  efficient  for  the  purpose  of  their  impoai- 
Uon," 

Ur.  WiLKuts  said  it  was  conceded  that 
the  revenue  must  be  reduced  in  consequence  of 
the  approaching  extinction  of  the  public  debt ; 
and  the  question  was,  in  what  manner  the 
duties  should  be  spread  over  the  various 
articles  of  imports.  He  was  not  willing  to 
concede,  in  arranging  the  duties,  the  principle 
of  protection.  However  erroneous  the  legi^a- 
tion  of  the  country  may  have  been,  which  led 
to  the  present  poatoro  of  its  industry,  he  was 
OTiposed  to  the  abandonment  of  that  system. 
He  did  not  deem  it  consistent  with  public  fMth 
to  withdraw  from  mannfactures  that  protection 
nnder  which  they  had  grown  up.  He  was 
willing,  however,  to  conciliate  the  interests  op- 
posed b>  this  system,  and  for  that  purpose  he 


Retelvd,  That  the  SebreUry  of  State  be  TeqneMcd 
to  report  to  the  Senate  the  laws  and  commerdal 
regnlatiotu  of  foreign  «oiilitriet  iu  relation  u 
on  imports,  and  the  bouolieB  and  other  ngti 
tor  the  encoaragement  of  exports,  which  ii 
manner  tend,  in  thmr  effect  and  openlion,  to  cont- 
teract  Che  duties  now  Imposed  by  law  on  tfaeirim- 

ertation  into  the  United  States,  as  far  as  ther  ntay 
ve  been  received  at  the  department,  since  the  le- 
c^M  of  those  pubUshed  by  order  at  Congreaa. 

Jiaolvtd,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ba 
requested  to  report  to  tbi  Senate  the  present  cred> 
its  on  duties  on  imports;  and  the  eipediencj  of 
provifting  by  law  for  the  sradual  reduction  tbeieo(^ 
to  what  extent,  and  at  wbat  time.  Also,  to  report 
on  the  expediency  of  making  such  attentioos  la 
the  existing  laws,  as  to  provide  for  the  nmnfimrat 
of  ad  valorem  duties,  according  to  a  valoation  of 
imported  articles  in  the  port  or  place  of  impoMa- 
tion ;  and,  also,  Co  report  whether  aay,  or  what  ■]- 
terationa  ought  to  be  mads  in  the  law  impoeing  du- 
ties on  non-enumerated  arUdes  of  iaportatian,  so 
as  effeotDilly  Co  pievenC  (rands,  and  the  evadoci  of 
Che  payment  of  the  duliw. 

Mr.  Hatbb  inquired  of  Mr.  Wn-Kisra  whetb^ 
he  understood  him,  correctly,  as  proposing  onl; 
to  repeal  the  dnties  on  the  unprotected  ardclea, 
leaving  the  protcctedarticlesuntouched.  Such 
wonld  certainly  be  the  effect  of  hisamendmoil, 
which  touches  none  but  the  articles  ooming 
into  oompetiUon  with  those  made  or  prodnced 
in  the  United  States;  and  how  a  rcdnctJonof 
the  duties  on  them,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to 
no  more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars,  oonU 
reduce  the  revenne  to  a  sum  sufficient  merely 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  was 

ore  than  be  could  understand,  nuless  the  ex- 

inses  were  to  be  enormooely  increased. 

Kr.  WiLKiHB  supposed  that  the  reading-  of  the 
resolutions,  with  which  be  proposed  to  aoctun- 
pany  his  amendmeoL  would  have  satisfied  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  to  the  extent 
of  reduction  to  which  be  was  willing  to  go. 
If,  by  any  change  of  our  commercial  regrua- 
tions,  and  the  present  mode  of  collecting  dntie^ 
on  equivalent  could  be  given  to  the  manufac- 
turer, he  would  be  willing  to  reduce  the  dnties 
the  tariff  articles  to  uiat  extent.  A  bene- 
ficial change  could  also  be  made  iu  the  imposts 
on  what  are  denominated  non-enumerated  ar- 
ticles ;  and,  also,  in  the  valuation  of  imported 
goods.  By  assessing  the  duties  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  goods  in  tiie  United  Statee^ 
'  istcad  of  their  value  at  the  fbreign  port,  a 
material  benefit  would  result  to  the  American 
ifaotnrer,  and  ihiuds  on  the  revome 
would  be  lessened.  With  these  changos,  he 
thought  some  reduction  of  duties  might  be  mode 
on  the  tariff  articles,  without  operaUog  to  the 
injury  of  domestic  industry. 

Ur.  Clat  made  some  remarks  in  oppontion 
to  the  amendmeoL  If  any  thing  was  to  ha 
done  this  session,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  it 
must  be  done  without  die  Y«rj  long  del^  whidi 
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the  adoption  of  the  resolDtioni  wonld  oooaslon, 
nnleiB  toe  session  should  be  extended  throDgh 
the  year.  The  unendment.  by  iUelf,  wonld  not 
effect  aaj  object  which  tne  gentleman  had  in 
Tlew.  After  all,  there  was  bat  one  qneeUon  to 
be  dewded — whether  we  were  to  retain  the  pro- 
tective prinoiple  or  not.  Afterwards  the  qaes- 
tion  wonld  arise,  on  what  protected  artioiee  a 
rednotion  could beinade.    Itwasdiffioolt  toUj 


ftbolish  the  duties  on  nnpretected  articles,  at 
thb  session,  to  the  extent  of  seven  millions,  and 
leave  the  protected  class  of  duties  nntonohed 
till  the  next  seitsion,  we  should  probably  go  far 
enough,  though  not  so  &r  as  he  was  willing  to 
go.  Bnt  the  adoption  of  the  geotlemau's  prop- 
oaition  woold  inevitabt]'  prevent  the  possioUitj 
of  efieodng  anj  reduction  whatever  at  this  ses- 

Hr.  Maxot  add  he  dtd  not  rise  to  enter  into 
tfae  discussion  of  the  general  subject  of  the 
tariff,  but  to  explain  bis  views  in  giving  the 
vote  which  he  had  given,  fbr  not  striking  out 
the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Kentacky. 
He  had  voted  against  striking  out,  because  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Bonth  Carolina,  to  be  in- 
serted in  lien  thereof;  bnt  he  did  not  intend  by 
the  vote  he  had  given  to  express  bis  approval 
(rf  the  entire  resolation  of  the  Senatur  fh)m 
Kentucky.  He  felt  disposed  to  concur  with 
him  in  a  part  of  it.  So  far  as  it  went  to  remove 
the  dntiea  on  non-protected  artjolea,  as  they 
bad  been  called,  which  are  objects  of  common 
oonsmnptioo — articles  which  all  olasses  and 
oonditioDS  of  our  citizens  are  in  tba  habit  of 
asing,  be  was  ready  and  willing  to  give  it  hia 
eapport.  Bnt  tbe  resolation  was  general  in  its 
operations  npon  noQ-prot«ctod  articles ;  it  pro- 
poses to  take  off  the  doties  on  such  as  are  con- 
anmed  only  hj  the  rich  and  luinrious.  He 
should,  therefore,  when  the  amendment  of  the 
Beoalor  from  Pennsylvania  (Hi.  Viu-kins) 
flhoald  be  disposed  o^  propose  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  wonld  be  to  retain  a  duty, 
bat  less  than  that  now  imposed,  on  articles 
nsnaUy  dentHoinated  luxuries,  as  well  as  on 
wines  and  sUks.  He  was  aware,  be  said,  that 
tbe  duty  which  he  wished  to  retun  on  these 
artiolea,  might  not  be  indispensably  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  there  were 
reasons  very  snfficient  to  his  mind  for  retaining 
them.  The  abolition  of  all  daties  on  articles  of 
Inxnry,  wlule,  for  the  purpose  of  protection, 
dnties  were  continued  on  articles  which  were 
consumed  by  the  less  wealthy  and  the  laboring 
dasaes  of  oar  citizens,  was  wrong  iu  principle, 
and  would  strengthen  the  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  protection ;  it  would  famish  another 
gronnd  of  attack  npon  it.  As  a  friend  of  pro- 
tection, he  felt  anwilliug  to  do  any  thing  that 
wonld  strengthen  the  hands'of  those  who  would 
destroy  it  altogether,  He  would  confess,  for 
liimsel^  he  felt  somewhat  alarmed  for  tbe  safety 
of  tbe  protecting  policy,  and  he  thought  ita 


friends  had  much  to  do  to  save  it  from  utter 
prostration.  He  thought  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  mistaken  in  the  extent  of  the 
conquests  the  protectinK  policy  had  made  over 
the  opposition  to  it '  Tnat  opposition  was  ex- 
tensive and  strong;  and  unless  something  was 
done  by  tbe  friends  of  protection  to  remove  or 
disarm  it,  he  feared  it  would  ere  long  prevajl. 
If  we  proceed  no  farther  than  the  resolution 
nnder  consideration  proposes  to  go,  we  shall 
leave  more  discontent  in  the  oonntry  when  we 
adjourn,  than  there  was  when  Congress  first 
met.  The  resolution  proposes  partisj  l^sla- 
tion — it  left  nntonohed  the  daties  on  protected 
articles.  The  whole  tariff  required  revi^on, 
and  there  was  no  good  reason  for  not  making 
it  at  this  time.  No  Senator  had  spoken  on 
this  subject,  who  has  not  admitteo  that  tlie 
present  law,  laying  daties,  iq  very  defective. 
It  has  been  repeatedly  alleged  hare  that  it  was 
made  by  the  enemies  of  tbe  protecting  system, 
and  made  as  bad  as  itoould  be,  and  then  forced 
upon  the  friends  of  that  system.  If  this  be  so, 
we  ought  not  to  shrink  from  a  review  of  it,  for 
the  putpose  of  removing  the  acknowledged  im- 
perfectioQS,  and  introducing  such  improvements 
as  are  necessary  to  preserve  protection  and  ap- 

Cease  disoontenL  He  was,  he  said,  opposed  to 
tgislating  pieoemeal  on  the  snl^ect.  If  t^e 
daties  on  non-protected  articles  were  removed 
now,  the  daties  on  the  protected  articles,  which 
were  tbe  grounds  of  complaint,  wonld  remwn 
unacted  on.  He  was  for  having  the  whole  sub- 
ject sent  to  a  committee,  and  he  bad  expected 
some  Senator  would  have  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  accomplish  this  end ;  but  finding  the 
other  day,  when  we  were  about  lo  pass  finally 
on  the  resolation,  no  snob  raodiScation  was 
proposed,  he  had  prepared  one,  which  would 
open  tbe  whole  subject  to  the  committee.  At 
the  and  of  the  first  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentnoky  (which  proposes  to  abolish 
forthwith  the  duty  on  noa-protected  articles, 
except  wines  and  silka,  and  to  reduce  it  on 
them)  he  wonld  add  the  following ;  "  And  that 
the  daties  on  articles  imported  into  the  United 
States,  similar  to  such  as  are  made  or  produced 
therein,  ought  to  be  so  graduated  as  not  to  ex- 
clude such  foreign  articles  {tola  coming  into 
competition  in  our  markets  with  those  made 
and  prodaced  in  the  United  States ;  bat  to  es- 
tablish the  competition  on  sucb  terms  as  shall 
give  a  reasonable  encooragement  and  protec- 
tion to  the  manufactures  and  products  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  WiLKiMs  spoke  in  reply  to  the  Senators 
from  Mune  and  Kentucky.  He  thought  it 
perfectly  practicable  to  review  and  arrange  the 
whole  system  at  this  session.  He  wished  to 
have  the  inquiry  made,  whether,  by  a  change 
in  commercial  regulations,  an  equivalent  eaa 
be  afforded  to  the  mannfhotnrers  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  daties  on  protected  articles.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  say  how  far  this  purpose 
would  be  effected  by  abolishing  credita  on 
duties,  and  by  the  adoption  of  another  valna- 
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tion  sjsMnt ;  bnt  these  r^nlBtiong,  as  the; 
exist,  certaiolj'  tuve  an  anfavorable  bearing 
npon  the  protected  IntereBta,  He  would  not 
abaodoD  the  Rystem,  for  he  considered  it  u 
coDstitDtional  and  expedient.  Bat  he  would 
yield  much  for  the  eare  of  having  the  subject 
settled  at  ooce,  and  forever.  He  was  not  a»ud 
of  the  deUy  growing  oat  of  hii  amendinent.  It 
wonld  have  a  great  effect  Inqniriea  had  been 
set  on  foot  bj  the  Trtttsatj  D^artment,  nhieh 
woold  reenlt  in  very  important  information. 

Hr.  Tazswxix  aaid  tmt,  in  effect,  there  were 
three  distinct  propodtiona  ander  connderation, 
and  it  WM  neoeasary  to  oonqiare  theae  with 
each  other,  before  anj  correct  opinion  could  be 
formed  aa  to  tfae  nnmriet^  ctf  adopting  either. 
It  was  tme  that  uw  SMiatar  from  New  York 
(Ur,  Uuot)  had  not  yet  preeented  his  scheme 
in  form ;  bnt  as  be  had  read  his  rcaolntions  in 
his  place,  and  had  annonnoed  his  pnrpose  of 
offering  them  as  a  snbetitnte  for  t^e  amend- 
ment proposed  bj  the  Senator  from  FeoDsjlvA- 
nia,  (Mr,  WiucreB,)  if  the  latter  should  he  re- 
jected, the  Senate  was  so  oompeiled  to  ccmmder 
tliis  project  in  deciding  npon  the  propiietj  of 
adopting  either  of  the  others. 

Ooas  -■'■    "    -    "^ "^ 

of  tlie  Senator  from  Pennajlvania  was  In  the 
podlJTe  degree,  and  was  simidj  bad ;  that  ol 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Out)  waa  in 
the  comparative^  and  was  worse;  and  that  of 
the  Senior  frtHn  New  York  was  in  the  super- 
lative, and  was  the  worst  of  all.  Or,  if  gen- 
tlemen pleased  to  reverse  this  comparison,  be 
wonld  say  that  the  New  York  prqjeot  was  pon- 
tively  baa,  the  Kentacky  project  oompar^ively 
better,  and  that  of  PenniylTania  was  the  best 
of  all  of  them,  sltboogh,  for  falmseU;  he  mnst 
B^  that  i>ad  was  this  beat  Therefore,  if  he 
was  Iwnnd  to  take  one  of  these  bitt«r  pcitiona, 
he  shonid  be  compelled  to  take  the  last  as  that 
which  was  the  least  disagreeable. 

All  these  several  plans  propose  to  rednoe  the 
amonnt  of  the  fotnre  revenue  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  question  was,  how  much !  To 
this  qneetion  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
answers,  to  the  meaanre  of  the  ordinary  ez- 
pensea  of  the  OoTomment,  so  as  to  leave  no 
snrplns  in  the  Treasnrr,  to  become  hereaA«r 
the  sut^ect  of  sonffle  and  scramble ;  and  this  be 
amnonnoea  in  the  terms  of  bis  amendment  itself 
without  qnalifieation  or  reserve.  The  Seoator 
from  Eentncky  swd  tlie  same  thing  in  his  argo- 
ment,  but  he  does  not  express  it  in  bis  restun- 
tion ;  and  be  qnolifled  the  dedaration  made  by 
him,  by  saying  afterwards  tiiat  his  sdieme  ol 
redaction  wonld  be  limited  by  that  piotecticm. 


I  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
any  point  which  the  moat  moderate  would  pro- 
pi»e.  To  use  his  own  strong  Imgnage,  in  thAt 
case,  he  would  not  be  "ontbraned  "  by  any 
one.  Bat  adequate  protection  tie  mnst  and 
would  retain,  even  if  Oxe  preaerration  of  such 
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proteelioa  shall  bring  mor«  reveone  iota  the 
Treasniy  than  the  ordinary  expenses  of  tha 
Oovemiaent  required.  It  is  obvioos,  thcB,  tbat 
tfae  expressed  and  onqnalifled  jHrt^Mritioo  of  tht 
Bttnator  from  Penneyivania  is  b^tor  than  tfaia. 

So  for  as  tbey  regard  the  revenue  derivKUa 
from  what  are  calleid  the  duties  on  onprotaetcd 
articles,  both  the  Senators  from  Penn^lvmaia 
and  Sentncky  concur  in  proposing  tbe  total 
aboliijou  of  bH  thew  duties,  except  tb<M»  im- 
posed <m  wines  and  «lks.  In  this  reepaoL,  Otea, 
thiMT  sobemee  are  similar.  But  t^at  of  tba 
Senator  from  New  York  differs  frotn  each  of 
them  in  this :  he,  although  in  favor  of  *  dim' 
inntion  of  the  duties  imposed  apcw  aomt  at 
these  unprotected  artieles,  is  for  rMaisii^  d 
the  duties  imposed  upon  others,  whioh  ha 
called  Inxnriee.  His  reason,  too,  for  thi^  de- 
serves some  notice.  He  tdUs  the  Seo^  tlia^ 
if  they  repeal  the  taxes  which  are  now  im- 
posed upon  articles  eonsnmed  by  the  ridi  only, 
the  tariff  polioy  will  beoorae  more  odiona  tbat 
it  now  is.  Therefore,  for  the  pupoee  of  ^«- 
serving  the  Americvisystemin  good  odor  with 
tfae  people,  they  must  retain  the  dotiea  ap<a 
lazuriea,  and  continue  tiie  burdens  nnnecesMrilj 
imposed  npon  the  rich,  lest  the  poor,  (I  b^ 
pardon  of  the  gentieman  ftoai  PennsyWani^ 
who  has  told  us  that  Uiere  were  no  poor  In  this 
oounti?,)  lest  the  leas  wealthy,  (to  use  Ins 
phrase,)  shonid  complain  more  londly  th»n  they 
now  liegin  to  do  of  the  grievous  impoeitiaas 
npon  tbeir  comforts  and  neoeesaries.  ne 
Senator  from  New  York  ia  unwilling,  then,  te 
reduce  the  revenne  even  to  the  extoit  {n-oposei 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

The  Senator,  with  his  accustomed  franknMi, 
U^  the  Senate  that  the  revenue,  if  reduced  to 
the  full  ext«Dt  of  his  soheme,  by  abolishiiig  sB 
the  duties  imposed  npon  all  t^e  nnpfoteoted 
articles,  would  still,  he  feared,  amoont  toat 
least  eighteen  millions,  three  milltona  more 
than  the  Treasury  report  stat«e  to  be  reqntate 
to  satisfy  the  utmost  wants  of  the  Govemment 
Bnt  he  could  not  agree  to  reduce  it  more  at 
present,  because  he  should  then  be  oompeiled 
to  diminish  the  necessary  protection  required 
for  the  support  of  his  favorite  system,  vliioh 
he  was  not  disposed  now  to  do.  Tlie  Senator 
from  New  York  proposes,  however,  to  reAun  a 
luge  portion  of  even  these  duties,  whicb  both 
the  other  Senators  are  willing  to  aboliah,  and 
this  with  a  disUnct  knowledge  that  sQcdi  a 
proportion  must  necessarily  augment  Uie  amonnt 
of  revenue,  and  so  increase  the  quanbim  of  Ite 
snrplns  "spoil,"  to  be  hereafter  diatiibated  ia 
some  form  or  other. 

Of  all  the  evils,  said  Mr.  T.,  whioh  in  bis 
Judgment  were  most  to  be  deprecated  in  this 
country,  was  the  accumulation  of  snrplnsea  in 
the  Treasury.  Its  effeete  must  be  either  to 
transform  this  Government  into  a  monster  «tf 
wanton  and  bloated  extravagance,  or  to  gsDcr- 
ate  new  fends  and  di^r^ices  netween  Aa 
States  as  to  the  mode  of  distributing  it  iaHax 
result  would  be  equally  derttnotive  of  tin  Unkn 
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of  the  Btataa,  and  tbe  libertiea  of  the  people. 
For  one,  thenjfore,  ha  ahoiild  ever  support  that 
Babaae  of  finaaM  vfaieh  pronused  to  produce  as 
liUJe  as  po8nU»  beyoad  the  iM^tnal  exigencies 
of  the  QnTtfOmeat ;  and,  in  out  preaeni  oon- 
dition,  the  pnblio  debt  being  diaehai^ied,  ho 
wooU  pre&r  eren  a  defiut  to  an  excess  of 


Theal 

iMtween  the  three  aeTeral  projeote  he  was  then 
""^'"'"■"B,  Bud  Mr.  T.  The7  ^S^  from  each 
other  even  more  in  the  manner  than  in  ihe 
nwasme  of  rednotioa.  The  Senator  ^m  Peao- 
^Irania,  vhile  agreeiof  with  the  two  other 
S«nstoia,  ia  his  aet«nniastio[i  of  preserving 
mumpeired  the  aotnal  protection  to  mannfao- 
tmee,  ia,  neTertheleae,  wiUing  to  OMmnnte  it  for 
oUter  eqaivalonta  of  as  much  poteaoy,  if  Uie*e 
AMi  be  cooBidered  as  more  aooeptable.  He 
announcea  tliree  dl&reot  plaoa :  Ue  pajmeat 
in  oaih  of  the  dntiea  impoeed  npou  foreign  arti- 
clee  wbioh  enter  into  oompetitioa  with  our 
dMoaatia  mMmfaetnree  f  a  echeme  ai  warehotiB- 
ing  Hioh  impoited  articles ;  and  a  new  mode 
of  asoertaiiiiiig  tiiair  valne  bj  qqiraisements  to 
be  made  at  tb*  plaoe  of  impM-taUon.  And  be 
taUa  the  Senate  that,  whatever  of  proteotion  the 
adoptitm  of  all  (n*  (rf  any  of  tbe  different  eohemee 
ma;  be  ooiHidwed  ae  worth,  that  amoant  he  ia 
wiUiDg  to  dednot  from  the  amoniit  of  the  pree- 
ent  dUiea  for  eDcooragemenL  Thns  diminiah- 
iltg  still  mora  the  receipt  of  sarplos  revenne, 
irfaile  preserving  existing  protection;  and  hold- 
ing oat  some  other  advaatages  which  seem  to 
me  to  be  well  worthy  of  fiHther  examination. 
The  Senators  from  Eentncky  and  New  York, 
however,  are  neither  of  them  willing  to  touch 
the  present  ejaten]  of  protection,  in  any  niode 

Bo  far  as  the  duties  on  tbe  nnproteoted  arti- 
iAea  are  oonoemed,  both  the  Senators  from 
Penn^Wania  and  Eentaoky  are  willing  to 
abolish  them  altogedier,  widi  the  ezoeption  of 
wines  and  calks;  bat  the  Senator  ttom  New 
York  Mjs  no,  most  of  theee  duties  are  imposed 
upoa  Inxnriea,  and  elthon^  they  are  not  re- 
qnired  for  mther  revenne  or  protection,  yet,  if 
yon  disborden  the  rich,  while  yon  oontinne  to 
opprees  the  leas  wealthy,  yon  will  sorely  make 
yiKir  American  system  more  odions  than  it  now 
ia,  and  will  so  eudan^r  its  fntore  iate.  Tbere- 
fcm,  keep  inch  dnties  on,  although  they  are 
not  wanted.  So  far  as  the  protecting  dntiea 
are  ewioemed,  tite  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
is  willing  to  commote  them  for  satisfactory 
equivalenta,  to  be  famished  by  a  Bystem  of 
oomniHuial  regnlationa,  which,  having  no  regard 
to  reventie,  wul  necessarily  diminish  the  risk  of 
a  sorplns  in  the  Treasury,  The  Senator  from 
Eentadcy  is  nnwUling  to  adopt  this  course 
now,  from  no  indispowtion  to  attain  ita  objects, 
If  I  onderetand  bira  correctly,  bat  from  an  un- 
willingneea  to  diatnrb  the  protecting  policy  in 
any  way  at  this  tim&  For  he  declares  his  de- 
Bt«  to  radooe  tbs  dntieaof  protection  hereafter, 


in  all  cases  where  they  give  more  than  reasona- 
ble enoonragament  to  tbe  manufacturing  indus- 
try, if  any  such  there  arc.  But  the  Senator 
from  New  York  amioancea  his  detennmation, 
not  merely  to  preserve  the  present  system,  so 
far  as  it  gives  a  reasonable  encom^gement  to 
this  branch  of  industry,  but  never  to  permit 
any  rival  foreign  oommodity  to  aatei  into  com- 
petition with  the  home-made  article,  except 
under  eiroumatancee  giving  advantage  in  the 
competition  to  the  home  manufacturer.  This, 
in  eiSect,  is  to  give  a  monopoly  of  the  home 
market  to  the  home  manufacturer,  to  tbe  extent 
of  the  snpply  he  is  about  to  make ;  and  then 
lets  in  the  foreign  commodity  at  an  increased 
price  to  the  consmner,  which,  while  It  must 
oppress  him,  is  neither  required  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  tbe  Oovemment,  nor  to  protect 
the  manufaotoring  industry.  It  is,  therefore, 
an  oppressive  bnrdeo,  wantonly  imposed, 
without  any  other  object  than  to  aoomnnlate  a 
sorploe  in  the  Treasury. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  swd  Ur.  T., 
althoogh  I  do  not  approve  of  the  scheme  of 
the  Semator  frcon  Pennsylvania,  yet  it  seems 
to  be  eo  far  preferable  to  both  the  others, 
that  I  shall  give  it  my  support  at  present. 
Vliat  may  be  the  vote  I  may  give,  if  the 
amendment  obtains,  it  wilt  be  time  enough 
hereafter  to  state. 

Mr.  EaNDBioxa  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chair, 
if  it  would  now  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer 
the  whole  subject,  tbe  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  and  the  amendm«it  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  to  one  of 
the  Standing  Oommittees  of  the  Senate ;  and 
being  iaf<Hined  by  the  Preudent  that  it  wonld 
be  in  order,  he  proceeded,  and  s^d ; 

It  was  then  his  purpose,  before  resuming  his 
seat,  and  after  he  shontd  have  made  a  very  few 
observations,  to  move  a  reference  of  the  whole 
snbjeot  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  It 
must  now  be  obvious,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the 
fhrther  we  pro^^reas  in  the  discns^on  of  these 
at>stract  resolutions,  tbe  greater  will  be  our  difB- 
cnlties ;  and  tbe  less  probable  it  is  that  we  shall 
ever  agree  on  any  thing.  These  resolutions 
have  been  before  the  Senate  more  than  two 
months.  And  snrely  no  member  of  the  body 
can  enl«ruin  the  opinion  that  we  are  in  the 
least  degree  ^)proaching  nnammity ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  we  are  farther  apM  now  than 
when  we  began;  and,  indeed,  the  amendment 
recenUy  pn^jsed,  especially  in  comtectiod  with 
other  amenihuents  soggeeted,  seem  to  be  pro- 
ducing a  degree  of  oonfosion,  and  a  greater  di- 
veruty  of  opinion,  than  has  been  mmifested  in 
any  previous  stage  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  whole  sn^eot, 
both  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  amendments  proposed  by  tha 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufaoturei. 

Mr.  Eiiro  said :  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  design 
to  detdu  the  Senate  but  a  few  minutes,  bat  I 
cannot  consent  the  reference  propoaed  ahonld 
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be  made,  withont  giving  my  view  of  the  effect 
which  it  is  calculated  to  nrodooe.  Sir,  I  have 
not  been  an  iaatteDtive  otnerver  of  thia  whole 
proceeding;  more  than  two  moutliB  naat,  the 
Senator  from  Kentnoky  introdnced  his  resolu' 
tiona,  inatrncting  the  Oommittee  on  Finance  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish,  forthwitli,  all  the 
duties  on  artiolea  unprotected,  with  a  Blight 
exception  ss  to  silks  and  wines.  A  labored 
and  protracted  debate  ensued,  which  I  forbore 
to  ta£e  any  part  in,  ftom  a  coariction  that  no 

£  tactical  Kood  could  result  from  the  diacDsdon. 
[r.  President,  no  man  in  the  Senate,  or  in  this 
nation,  feels  more  senmbly  than  1  do,  the  uryust 
operaUoa  of  the  tariff  apon  the  secljon  of  cona- 
try  in  which  I  rende ;  and  no  man  is  prepared 
to  go  further,  in  a  constitutional  resistance  to 
this  oppressive  system,  than  I  am;  but,  air,  I 
had  hoped,  most  ardently  hoped,  that  a  spirit 
of  oonciliation  would  have  gnided  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Congress;  that  discontents  wonld 
be  removed  br  Jnst  legislation;  and  that 
harmony  would  be  restored  to  our  distracted 
conntry.  I  will  not  say,  dr,  that  thia  fondly 
cherished  hope  is  entirety  destroyed ;  bat 
I  most  confess  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Senator  fi-om  Kentucky,  and  his  friends,  is  well 
oalonlated  to  weaken  Uje  expectation  that  this 
all-important  subject  will  be  amicably  adjostod. 
Sir,  that  Senator,  it  is  true,  has  been  liberal  in 
his  prof^ions;  he  has  sdd  he  will  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  lowest  sum  which  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Qovemment ; 
and  how,  air,  does  he  propose  to  effect  Uiis ! 
Uerely  by  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  the  unpro- 
tected articles  now,  and  at  a  more  convenient 
season  resort  to  farther  legidation ;  for  he  has 
repeated  over  and  over  again,  with  great  em- 
phasis, "  yon  must  not  touch  the  protected  sys- 
tem." Ibis  system,  so  holy  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Senator,  of  tajcing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few,  which  draws  from  the  pockets  of  onr 
people  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  must  not  be  touched.  I  am  not,  Mr. 
President,  disappointed  in  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky ;  he  la  oonsistont  with  himself;  but, 
air,  I  am  surprised  and  pained  at  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania;  from 
him,  I  am  free  to  confess  I  had  hoped  better 
things.  Is  this  the  evidence  he  gives  of  the 
spirit  of  coni^iation  by  which  he  wss  actuated ! 
To  me  the  amendment  proposed  is  decidedly 
more  ohjectionable  than  the  original  resolutions ; 
they  are  plain  to  every  understanding ;  while 
the  ameodment,  equally  avoiding  alt  interfer- 
ence with  the  protected  articles,  proposes  so  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  class  as 
to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the  actual  de- 
mands of  the  Oovcrnment.  An  annual  revenue 
of  more  than  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  is 
thus  to  be  brought  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Goveroment,  which  none,  I  believe,  will  con- 
tend, should  exceed  fifteen  millions,  and  most 
of  us  are  of  the  opinion  should  not  be  more 
than  twelve,  by  a  reduction  of  dntiea  on  arti- 
cles which  do  not  pay  altogether  seven  miUiona. 
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Sir,  I  will  not  give  utterance  to  the  feelings  tlu 
proposition  is  «dculated  to  excita. 

Mr.  DiozBBaoD'  said,  the  advantage  of  tint 
reference  is  this :  that  the  emnmittee  msf  re- 
port a  liill,  upon  which  we  may  act  with  mon 
practical  effect,  than  upon  an  abstract  propos- 
tioD.  If  the  Senate  adopt  the  reeolutiui  to  is- 
struct  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  upon  lb* 


the  bill  should  be  reported  without  such  in- 
structions, no  Senator,  except  the  comndltst 
reporting  the  bill,  will  l>e  in  any  way  ojb- 
mitted  to  support  it,  no  more  than  if  the  UO 
should  be  introduced  upon  leave,  or  if  intro- 
duced by  the  committee  under  their  gnenl 
powers,  aooording  to  the  suKgeation  of  tk 
Senator  frrim  Alabama,  (Ifr.  Eiho.)  It  mi 
be  true,  as  the  ficmator  suggeata,  that  the  Cmr- 
nrittee  on  ICanufactures  have  the  power  lo  re- 
port such  a  bill  as  is  called  for  by  the  reacdD- 
tion,  bnt  the  committee  think  it  more  beoomiiv 
them  to  perform  duties  than  to  exercise  pav«. 
Had  the  ccnmiittee  reported  such  a  biH  under 
their  general  powws,  it  is  possible  they  nUil 
have  been  informed  by  that  Senator  that  thef 
had  performed  a  service  not  required  by  then. 
The  power  to  report  such  a  hill  wiU,  I  prMnXi 
be  eieroLsed  by  the  committee  aa  soon  as  thq 
can  know  that  such  eieroiae  of  power  trillmMt 
the  approbation  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PoiNDRXTas  aud  that,  if  the  resabtiiin 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Eantocky  (Ur. 
Clay)  could  be  so  amended  as  to  cfaaogs^    . 
affirmative  character    into    an  instnicti<a  ^ 
mere  inquiry  on  the  subject  to  which  it  reliM, 
he  should  make  no  objection  to  its  refeiwiM  1> 
the  Oommittee  on  Manu&cturea  in  that  shi{«;    i 
but,  as  thepropoaition  affirmed  a  principle  frosi    I 
which  be  (Mr.  P.)  dissented,  he  oonld  giveu    \ 
vote  which  migh^  in  the  remotest  d^ree,  io- 
ply  his  sanction  of  it.    It  had  been  add  by  w* 
era]  honorable  Senators,  that  to  refer  this  rw- 
lotion,  with  the  several  amendments  laid  od  tba 
table  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Peau^ 
vania,  wonld  leave  the  whole  subject  open  U 
the  committee,  in  tlie  same  extent  as  if  it  m 
sent  to  thero  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry.   Bt    ! 
thought  otherwise.    The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky bad,  at  an  earl^  period  of  the  eessiiw, 
offered  a  resolution  to  instruct  the  CominittM 
on  Finance  to  report  a  bill  on  oertun  geoenl 
principles,  on  which  the  opinion  of  the  Sena's 
was  asked.    Alter  a  protracted  and  interesUog 
discussion,  a  vote  had  been  taken  on  striluiig 
out  the  whole  of  the  original  resolution,  sad  io- 
serting  an  amendment  proposed  by  an  hoflonble 
Senator  from  South  Carolina ;  and,  oa  a  din- 
sion  of  the  question,  the  Senate  have  xAeiaaj 
determined  to  retain  the  resolution  in  the  t<xa     \ 
in  which  it  was  presented  by  the  Senator  frosi     i 
Kentooky.  _     , 

Does  not  this  decision  pledge  a  majority" 
the  Senate  to  susUin  by  their  future  votes  ig 
bill  which  may  be  reported,  carrying  '^^ 
broad  proposition  of  the  mover  of  the  reswi- 
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tioD,  vhtch  we  are  called  on  to  refer  wtthont 
an;  modiflcation  whatever?  The  committee, 
in  the  petfonnance  of  Its  duty,  will  regard  tliia 
refereDce  as  an  expression  of  an  opinion  favor- 
able to  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky,  and  we  may  forthwilJi  expect  a  report, 
with  all  the  details  neeensry  to  oany  this  new 
ayetem  into  effect. 

He  protested  against  any  snoh  modifloatjon 
of  the  tariff  of  1SS8  as  that  proposed,  leaving 
all  ita  offensive  features  antooohed,  and  render- 
ing it  even  more  odions  and  otyeotionable  to 
the  zreat  hody  of  the  American  people,  than  it 
woTud  be  withont  any  attempt  to  change  the  sye- 
tem.  He  had  liBteoed  attentively  to  the  debate 
which  had  occupied  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  on  abstract  qnestionaof  political  econo- 
my; he  considered  gnch  a  debate  wholly  unprof- 
itable, and  as  leading  to  no  practical  result :  there 
was  no  end  to  speculative  reasoning  and  opinions 
on  this  absorbing  sabjeot;  and  until  some  defi- 
tute  scheme  was  matured  and  submitted  to 
tbe  Senate,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  discussion.  Bot  he  coold  not  vote 
to  send  the  resolntion  of  the  Senator  from  Een- 
toeky  to  any  committee,  fortified  by  the  sauo- 
tioD  which  it  had  received  by  a  refosal  to  strike 
U  out,  and  insert  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Bouth  Carolina,  nniees  it  was  so  modified 
as  to  show  on  its  face  that  nothing  more  was 
intended  than  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  sntgect  which  it  embraoed. 
He  felt  a  deep  solioitade  that  all  Jnst  canse  of 
disatisfaction,  and  every  gronad  of  disoontent 
among  the  people,  might  be  removed,  by  a  re- 
daction of  aaties  on  foreign  importations  to  a 
reasonable  standard  during  the  present  seasEon. 
Let  ns,  said  he,  in  a  mutual  spirit  of  com- 
promise and  concession,  do  Jnsdoe  to  all,  and 
restore  tranquillity  to  this  distracted  country  ; 
bat  certain  he  was  that  this  object,  so  mnch  to 
be  desired,  conld  not  be  achieved  by  adopting 
the  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
He  ahonid,  therefore,  vote  agaiest  the  proposed 
refierence  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  P.  afterwards 
offered,  as  an  amendment,  the  resolntions  which 
be  had  lud  on  the  table  in  December  last ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Hatnk  s^d,  that  whatever  difference  of 
opinion  might  exist  as  to  the  general  effect  <rf 
the  mere  reference  of  a  resolntion  to  a  commit- 
tee, it  appears  to  me  that  no  two  minds  can  be 
brought  to  different  conclusions  as  to  the  effect 
of  r^erring  thia  particular  resolntion  to  the 
'  Oommittee  on  Mannfactrares.  The  point  in  dis- 
pete  between  the  flriends  and  opponents  of  the 
proteetine  system,  is,  whether,  m  the  proposed 
modiflcation  of  the  tariff;  we  shall  separate  the 
unprotected  from  the  protected  artiolea ;  and, 
proceeding  forthwith  to  abolish  the  dnties  on 
the  former,  leave  the  latter  nntonched.  The 
resolution  of  the  Senator  fhsra  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Cut,)  now  under  consideration,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr, 
WaiiNa,)  embraces  those  articles  only  "  which 
do  not  oome  into  oompeti^on  with  similar  uti- 


cles  made  or  produced  within  the  United 
Statoa."  The  r^eotion  of  my  motion  to  strike 
ont  tjiis  resolntion  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
an  amendment,  looking  to  a  general  redaction 
on  all  articles,  protected  as  well  as  unprotected, 
has  left  before  ns  the  naked  proposition  of  so 
modifying  the  tariff  as  to  take  off  the  duties 
entirdy  from  the  nnprotected  articles,  leaving 
all  of  those  which  affect  the  protected  articles ; 
in  plain  terms,  to  maintain  the  protecting  sys- 
tem in  its  moat  odious  form,  ana  its  most  op- 
pressive character.  And  this  is  Che  prmKisition 
which  it  is  now  moved  to  refer  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Hanufactares — a  ootnmictee  known  to 
be  favorable  to  such  an  arrangement  of  the 
tariff  aa  is  proposed  in  this  reeolotion — a  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  DiOECBSoiO  ia  chairman,  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr,  Oi^t)  b  memlwr — a  oom- 
mitt«e,  four  members  of  which  out  of  five  are 
known  to  be  devoted  advocates  of  the  American 
system.  What,  I  would  ask,  can  be  the  effect 
of  such  a  reference,  but  to  put  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentacky  into  the  form 
of  a  bin,  and  to  have  it  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  days  brought  up  to  be  passed  into  a  law  ! 
It  is  vain  for  gentlemeo  to  tell  us  that  the 
committee  may,  if  they  please,  extend  die  re- 
duction to  other  articles  than  those  embraced 
in  the  resolution  referred  to  them.  No  one  can 
suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  they  will  do  so ; 
and  when  the  Senate,  afW  due  deliberation  on 
the  subject,  determines  to  submit  to  them  the 
single  proposition  to  reduce  or  abolish  the 
dnties  on  winea,  mlks,  velvets,  spices,  and 
other  articles  of  luxury,  it  is  hardly  to  l>e  im- 
agined that  snch  a  committee  will  go  ont  of 
th^r  way  to  take  up  another  and  distinct  prop- 
osition— the  redaction  of  the  duties  upon  the 
necessariea  of  life,  such  ea  woollens,  cottons, 
and  iron,  not  referred  to  them. 

AtW  a  few  observations  from  Hi.  Ola.t,  who 
contended  that  the  adoption  of  Qie  motion 
would  not  oommit  the  Senate,  Mr.  Kino  renew- 
ed his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table; 
which  motion  waa  loat  by  the  following  vote : 

TiAS.— Hessra.    Bibb,  ^rown,    Ellia,   Forsyth, 


Whi[*— 17. 
Nils. — UeiRTS.   Betl,    Benton,    Bnckner,   (3ay, 

Cla^on,  Dallas,  Dickerion,  Dudley,  Ewbg,  Foo^ 
FrclinghujBeii,  Hendricks,  Bolmes,  Johcston,  Kane, 
Enigbt,  Uarcy,  Prentiss,  Robbius,  Robiason,  Rug- 
glea,  Seymour,  Silsbce,  Spngae,  l^ptoa,  TomUnion, 
Waggaman,  Webster,  WUkina— 29. 

Mr,  FoBSTTH  moved  to  amend  the  motion, 
by  also  instructing  the  committee  to  take  into 
conuderadon  the  following  proposition  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Hatns,  and  i^ected  some  days 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  countriea,"  and  in- 
aerl — "  Be  so  reduced,  that  Ibe  amount  of  the  put»- 
lio  reveaue  shall  besufQcieut  to  defray  the  eipenses 
of  GovernmeDt  according  to  their  present  scale, 
after  tlie  payment  of  the  public  debt ;  and  that, 
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■Uowlitg  X  rauoDibk  time  for  the  gndual  reduc 
tion  of  the  pre«eat  high  dutiei  on  the  ■nicies  com- 
ing iuto  compelilion  with  simtlar  articlea  nude  or 
produced  in  the  United  fit&tca,  the  datiea  b«  ulti- 
mstelf  eqwUied,  *o  tfaat  the  dutiei  on  no  articlel 
■htU,  u  compared  with  the  Talne  of  that  article, 
"nxy  mateilalij  from  the  genera]  aTarage." 

Ur.  HnniBioKS  Ijaving  aooepted  the  motion 
a»  a  modifiotion  of  tbe  one  made  by  him, 

Hr.  FoDiDizTU  s1m>  moved  iiat  ttM  eom- 
mittee  be  fiirtber  liutracted  to  take  into  otm- 
■idaratioa  the  folloving  reaolntioiu,  mbnidtted 
hj  him  on  the  22d  Deoontter  last : 

Baolvtd,  That  the  Coimnittee  an  nnum  be  in- 
ttnclad  to  Inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  fixing  a 
rale  of  dutiea  <mi  foreign  iqipoiia,  not  to  eioeed,  on 
any  article  imported  into  tiie  Cnhed  Butea,  more 
than  twenty  per  gent,  ad  ralorem ;  and  not  to  re- 
doM  A»  doty  on  uy  artiele  m  imported  below  tan 

Cr  oant.  ad  raloraia ;  and  to  amnge  nch  dntiea, 
ring  regard  to  all  the  great  Intereeta  of  the  coon- 
tiy,  M  u  to  produce  ■  net  revenue  of  not  leM  than 
fliteea  miUioni  of  dollars  annually. 

Jit»oliitd,  That  the  said  committee  be  further  in- 
atrucled  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencf  of  giving 
effect  aud  operation  to  said  ajstem  of  duties  on  the 
SOth  day  of  June  next. 

Ifr.  fins  moTod  that  th«  oommittae  be  fur- 
ther instmoted  to  take  into  c4xuideration  the 
EroDtiety  of  redooiug  the  price  of  the  public 
moB ;  to  which  motion  Jtr.  Bobuibon  added 
further  to  uutract  tbe  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  tranafarring  them  to  the 
Statea  in  which  they  lie,  on  reasonable  terma. 

The  several  pn^Mwitiona  were  aooepted  by 
lb.  HKinnicKS  a*  modifioatimis  of  his  motion, 

Hr.  BATn  rose,  and  aaid,  that,  after  reflect- 
ing on  what  has  Jost  beoi  said  by  (he  BenMor 
from  Geo^^  it  appeared  to  him  that  an  ob- 
servation had  fillen  from  that  gentleman,  sna- 
oe^ble  of  misocnoqttion,  and,  therefore,  re- 
qmring  explanation.  That  gentleman,  in  the 
«DniM  of  his  obaerraliona,  had  said  that, 
"  thonsh  he  was  as  strongly  opposed  as  any  one 
oonld  be  to  the  wbde  proteoting  system,  yet  he 
was  not  diqHwed  to  reeort  to  any  illegal  or  uncon- 
•titational  meaaares  to  pnt  it  down — nor  would 
be  adept  a  course  oppoaed  to  the  ooostltation 
of  the  Union."  Sow,  air,  1  desire  to  know  from 
the  SenatOT  from  Georgia  whether,  in  nsing 
tbeae  eipreseions,  he  intended  to  impute  to  me, 
or  my  frimda,  any  hostility  to  the  constitution 
w  tbe  Union. 

Mr.  FoeaiTE  replied  that  he  had  intended 
no  imputation  upon  the  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina,  or  his  political  friends.  He  had  ref- 
erenoe  merely  to  a  certain  doctrine  which  hod 
been  propagated  at  the  8onth,  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  uncMutitntiiMisl,  and  the  tendency 
of  which  he  considered  as  unfavorable  to  tlM 
permanency  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Hatnx  then  sud  that  he  was  satisfied 
with  tlie  explanation.  The  -  gentleman  from 
Georgia  wsa  oertainly  at  liberty  to  entertiun 
his  own  opinions  as  to  the  tendency  of  any 
dootiinee  promulgated  here  or  elsewhere,     i 


[Mucous. 
will  take  this  occasion,  however,  to  ssy  thtt 
there  are  no  perHons  in  thia  coontry — cant 
from  which  quarter  tLey  may — more  Einmdf 
attached  to  the  Union,  or  more  devoted  to  tH 
constitution,  acoordins  to  ita  true  sunt  ntd 
meaning,  than  those  whom  I  have  the  amor  U 
represent  on  this  floor ;  none  more  indelibly 
determined  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  oi^ 
or  the  rights  secured  by  the  other,  tboogb  ttiq 
may  difler  very  widely  from  the  geouetui 
from  Georgia  as  to  the  means  by  which  time 
oUects  are  to  be  accompUahed. 

Mr.  Bkntom  roee  to  second  the  motlm  of  the 
Senator  from  Eentacky,  who  sat  on  his  ri^ 
(Mr.  Bibb,)  and  to  thank  him  also  for  havisf 
made  it.  It  waa  cheering  to  hear  a  vuce  tna 
£enlncky,  the  eldest  daughter  of  tbe  Wot,  io 
favor  of  reducing  the  prioe  of  the  public  luk 
That  question  had  occnpied  the  younger  SUK* 
of  the  Weat  for  many  year&  and  at  thia  timi 
engrossed  and  aheorbed  their  foelinga.  Alii' 
tnre  plan  of  revenoe  was  now  to  be  settM; 
and,  in  the  settlement  of  that  plan,  a  prelinn- 
nary  question,  as  to  the  diapoution  of  the  pn^ 
lie  lands,  forced  itself  upon  the  mind  of  ererj 
statesman,  and  every  citizen  of  the  WesL  Tba 
Committee  on  Manniaotures — he  did  not  stf 
with  how  mnch  proiffietj — had  become  inveit- 
ed  with  tbe  fiscal  cpncems  of  the  Union  1  villi 
the  whole  business  of  settling  the  future  [Jao 
of  revenue  I  It  bad  collected  into  its  hsods  ell 
the  objects  of  revenne,  except  the  public  Uaii; 
and  he  (Mr.  B.)  must  insiBl,  so  far  as  hi)  voiw 
oould  insist,  upon  their  considering  that  al||(* 
also.  Tbe  (joestioa  for  that  oomraitiee  to  de- 
cide was  this ;  upon  what  articles  shall  dulH* 
be  reduced  or  aboiiahedl  Surely  the  puU" 
lands  which  now  produce  three  mUlionsofdd- 
IftTB,  and  a  few  years  hence  will  produce  fin 
millions,  are  rather  too  large  an  object  to  be 
dapped,  or  overlooked,  or  p^^sed  by  withootot- 
aervatitm,  in  answering  that  qoestitw.  He  TH 
r^oiced  that  the  Senator  from  Kentuokj, « 
his  right,  (Mr.  Bibb,)  had  brought  itfbnrsra; 
heartily  glad  that  he  had  moved  its  referesM 
to  the  committee  which  now  had  the  systeni  si 
fiitare  revenue  in  its  hands,  and  he  would  aw- 
dially  vote  for  eeuding  the  inquiry  to  that  csni- 
mittee  for  its  conmderalJon  and  report. 

Mr.  Eahb  said  that  he  should  be  excused  bf 
the  Senate  for  rising  at  so  late  an  hour,  *hen 
tbe  &ct  was  stat«d  that  the  people  he  ic^ 
seated  were  incomparably  more  interested  m* 
change  of  tbe  land  qretem  of  the  United  Sutef 
than  m  any  conceivable  aiyo^f^Ma^  <^  ^  '"^ 
As  strange  as  it  might  t^pear,  there  was  w 
a  necessity,  founded  upon  the  priuoiide  of  » 
uniformdiapensatioQ  of  justice  toall  partsoftM 
country,  for  referring  lie  important  soi^**"" 
the  public  lands  to  t£e  Committee  on  Ifaaun*; 
tUTM.  That  committee  had  in  charge  not  (^ 
the  protection  of  American  mannfiicturBS,  Ht 
that  of  the  revenne  and  Bnanoe*  of  the  Sta^ 
Every  gentleman,  who,  in  the  course  <»f**j 
bate  which  had  oocnpied  so  much  tune,  hv 
spoken  of  the  repeal  or  diminution  of  the  diiwi 
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upon  impoets,  aad  of  the  unonnt  secesaaij  to 


from  luid  Bales  irere  to  remain  U  thej 
Hutt  tbe  snm  of  three  inilliom,  annnally  ocorn- 
Ing  from  that  Hoaroe,  was  to  be  wt  down  as  a 
nuttter  of  conrae  to  the  accoaat  of  revenae ; 
and,  whether  gentlemen  had  settled  down  npon 
«igfate«n,  fifteen,  thirteen,  or  twelve  mUliona, 
as  tbe  proper  anm  for  GoTemme  at  purposes,  no 
OTie  had  tdatai  at  diminntion,  either  in  the 
price  of  lands,  or  in  the  amoont  to  be  derived 
Cvm  their  sale.  Agttlngt  all  calcnlationH,  baaed 
opon  the  expectation  that  every  thing  was  to 
'  be  dimlnbhed,  except  the  price  of  public  land, 
lie  Mt  himself  bonnd  to  protest ;  and  he  was, 
therefore,  in  favor  of  referring  this  matter  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Hannfactnres,  that  they 
might  consider  whether  this  source  of  revenue 
ajone  waa  to  remain  untoaohed. 

Mr,  Hkitdbioes  said  that  he  accepted  the 

B-opoffltion  of  the  Senator  from  Eentncky,  (Mr. 
raa,)  with  the  ameadment  to  it  proposed  by 
-tiie  Senator  Irom  Dlinoia,  (Ur.  Robinsoh,)  aa  a 
nodiflcation  of  his  motion  to  refer ;  and  how- 
ever incoograoas  it  might,  at  first  thonght, 
ftpp^ir  to  refer  any  thing  ooimeoted  with  the 
public  lands  to  the  Committee  on  Mannfactnres, 
yet  he  believed  it  to  b»  a  very  proper  dispoai- 
tion  of  the  matter.  The  resolution  proposed 
to  be  referred,  waa  the  commencement  of  a 
aeriea,  by  whidt  the  revenues  were  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  wants  of  the  Government  after 
tbe  pajraent  of  the  pablio  debt. 

Mr.  Wmrx  said :  Tbe  simple  proposition  is, 
that  the  Committee  on  Mannfaotores  inqnire 
into  tbe  expediency  of  redncing  the  price  of  \he 
pablio  lands^  and  of  disposing  of  tbem,  npon 
Tensonable  tM^ns,  to  the  States  in  which  they 
remeotively  lie.  , 

Otheni  in  favor  of  this  propoaitJon,  have 
insisted  that,  as  this  committee  have  already 
been  invested  with  all  tbe  other  powers  which 
^propriately  belong  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, they  ought  also  to  be  clothed  with  this, 
as  (he  publiD  lands,  annually,  yield  to  the 
Treasury  a  considerable  sam  of  mocey.  Sap- 
pose  them  to  be  mistaken  in  the  eSbct  of  tbis 
aivnment,  I  opnt'^id  t^ej  are  stilt  right  in  the 
reference  they  wish.  Tlie  appropriate  dnty  of 
the  Committee  on  Mann&ctures  is  to  see  tbat 
snitable  and  adequate  protection  is  afforded  to 
what  b  called,  by  its  fViends,  the  American  sys- 
tem, or  American  industry.  We  cannot  forget, 
tiiat  a  few  years  ago  one  of  onr  public  func- 
tionaries, in  making  his  report  to  Oongreas, 
made  Una  very  matter,  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  an  essential  ingredient  in  this  American 
■yatem;  and  broached  the  doctrine  that  the 
large  quantitiee  pnt  in  the  market,  and  low 
pricea  for- them,  were  injoriona  to  domestic 
manufactares,  and  unreasonably  favored  the 
baaineaa  of  agrienltare,  aa  none  wonld  labor 
ebeap  for  the  manofactnrers,  who  could,  fbr  a 
■nuill  sum,  purchase  land  in  the  West,  and  col- 
tivate  bis  own  freehold. 


Tbe  question  waa  then  taken  first  on  the  piO' 
tion  with  all  the  modificationa,  with  the  objeo- 
tionof  thatof  Mr.  Bibb,  and  decided  aafoUowa: 

Teis.— Ueaara.  Belt,  Buckner,  C1«.j,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Oickcreoo,  Dudley,  Ewiog,  Fretiaghuyaeo, 
Foot,  Hendricks,  Bolmea,  JoboBton,  Knight,  Uaf 
cy,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Kobinson,  Roggles,  Seymour 
Silsbee,  Bpngoe,  Tiptoa,  Tomlinaon,  Waggunan, 
Webster,  Wilkins— 87. 

N^Ts.— Uewt.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  For. 
aytb,  Onindy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Hangan, 
Miller,  Hoore,  Poindeiter,  Smitb,  Tueirell,  Troup, 
Tyler,  White— 19. 

Mr.  Bibb  sud  he  bad  a  sense  of  tbe  dignity 
of  the  Senate,  and  of  what  was  due  from  him 
as  one  of  its  members,  too  high  to  permit  bim 
on  this  occasion,  or  any  other,  to  tride  with  its 
deliberations.  He  hoped  be  had,  herettrflore, 
conducted  himself  in  the  most  respeotfal  man- 
ner to  the  Senate,  an4  he  had  resolved  in  his 
own  mind,  at  all  times,  hereafter,  to  contribute 
his  t^d  to  support  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  Senate,  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Qovemment. 

I  can  assure  my  friend  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
BtrcEHis)  that  I  am  serious  in  ofi'ering  the  res- 
olution for  instruction  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lanas.  If  there 
is  an  apparent  incongmitj  between  the  subject 
proposed  to  be  referred,  and  the  style  of  the 
committee  to  whom  it  is  to  be  referred,  that 
fiuilt  is  not  chargeable  to  me,  bnt  to  the 
vote  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate  in  referring 
tbe  Bulfject  of  revenue  aud-flnance  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  in  preference  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  I  did  not  vote  for  that 
reference.  But  as  the  reference  of  the  other 
questions  of  revenue  has  been  voted  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  I  have  no  alter- 
native bnt  to  move  a  reference  of  this  subject 
to  tbe  same  committee. 

The  near  approach  to  the  extinguishment  of 
tbe  public  debt  has  disengaged  from  that  ser- 
vice the  amount  of  ten  millions  heretofore  ap- 
propriated as  tbe  sicking  fund,  ti^ther  witb 
the  additions  to  that  fund  arising  from  excesses 
of  other  appropriations  above  the  actual  ex- 
pendituree.  In  tbis  stat«  of  excess  of  revenue, 
accruing  from  our  existing  system,  beyond  tbe 
future  demands  upon  tlie  Treasury,  we  are  im- 
periously called  to  out  down  tbe  revenue ;  in 
rant,  to  revise  the  whole  revenue  syBtem. 
Whatever  committee  is  charged  with  this  duty, 
most  be  ohorged  with  alt  tbe  parts.  They 
must  look  at  all  the  sources  whion  ore  to  pcnr 
their  streams  into  the  general  Treasury.  Now, 
the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  Western  lands 
have  ctmstituted  a  prominent  Item  in  tbe  estj- 
mates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  yeara 
past.  At  tbe  present  session,  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  estimates  uie  revenue 
from  that  source  at  three  millions  of  dollars. 
As  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands  was  graduated 
with  a  view  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  now  tbat  the  public  UXOx  and  paldic 
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pledge  of  that  ftiad  is  redeemed,  it  wonld  se«m 
but  just  that,  in  reducing  the  raveDues,  that 
branch  ^oald  experience  a  proportionate  alle- 
riation.  Whatever  maj  be  the  snm  proposed 
to  be  provided  for  the  arniiial  expenditure  of 
fce  Goveminent,  whether  fifteen,  thirteen,  or 
eleven  miUiont  of  dollars,  the  mm  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  gales  of  the  Western  lands  mnst 
be  first  deducted,  before  the  amonnt  to  be 
raised  bj  the  imposts  can  be  estimated ;  and 
the  rate  of  duties  on  imported  articles  cannot 
be  sdjusted  until  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
r^sed  from  that  sonrce  is  asceiiained.  What- 
ever committee  is  charged  with  tbe  sobjeot  of 
imposts,  must  bs^  an  eje  to  the  other  sources 
of  revenue.  They  mnst  look  to  the  revenue 
system  as  a  whole,  before  they  apportion  its 
-  respective  parts.  It  would  he  very  incongruous 
to  refer  one  part  of  tbe  systero  of  revenue  to 
one  committee,  and  another  part  of  the  system 
to  a  difilerent  committee.  To  produce  a  con- 
nected, well-proportioned,  and  Just  system,  the 
same  committee  mnst  have  charge  of  alt  the 
component  parts. 

Mr.  RoBiBSOR  said:  Mr.  President,  as  our 
candor  is  appealed  to,  permit  me  to  assure  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Eentnokr,  (Mr.  Clat,) 
that  tiie  friends  to  the  proposed  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  are  no  less  h- 
rions  than  anxious  for  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hannfacturee ;  not  because  that,  of 
all  others  it  is  the  most  appropriate  committee 
to  have  charge  of  this  subject,  but  because  it  Is 
the  only  remaining  branch  of  the  revenue  which 
has  not  been  referred  to  that  committee.  And, 
for  one,  I  csnnot  see  why  its  reference  is  ob- 
jected to  by  the  members  of  that  ODmmitt«e, 
after  just  manifesting  not  only  a  perfeot  will- 
ingness, but  an  anxiety,  to  have  cnarge  of  the 
whole  subject  in  relation  to  duties,  as  well  on 
articles  coming  into  competition  with  those  of 
home  growth  and  manufacture,  as  of  that  class 
vhich  does  not  come  into  such  oompetdtion. 

It  has,  by  the  same  honorable  Senator,  been 
triumpbantiy  asked,  what  can  the  Committee  on 
Hanufacturee  be  expected  to  know  about  tbe 
public  lands  t  I  may  very  safely  answer — at 
least  as  much  as  about  the  cultivation  of  cofi'eo. 
tea,  and  olives,  or  the  manubotnre  of  sUks,  mnli 
mmlins,  or  camels'  hair  shawls,  and  all  the  long 
list  of  articles  imported  into  onr  country,  and 
which  are  neither  produced  nor  made  in  tbe 
United  States,  the  duties  on  which  this  oom- 
mittee  are  now  about  to  arrange. 

Sir,  the  West  baa  bnt  littie,  very  little, 
direct  interest  in  the  proteetive  system.  We 
are  not,  and  never  will  be,  manufacturers  j 
bnt  we  are,  and  ever  mnst  be,  agricoltnrists. 
Give  us  the  lands  on  reasonable  terms,  and  we 
will  not  tie  heard  to  complain,  be  the  tariff  ar- 
ranged as  it  may.  Whilst  I  am  frank  to  ac- 
knowledge, with  myself  there  are  no  constitu- 
tional scruples  or  doubt«  aa  to  the  policy  of  sus- 
taining the  tariff,  even  to  protection,  I  mnst 
say  that  I  think  the  reference  of  the  resolutions, 
with  the  several  amendments  which  have  been 
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offered,  by  way  of  tnatnictioas,  wotdd  )im 
been  more  appropriate  if  made  to  tlie  CoouibI- 
tee  on  Finance,  or,  as  snggeated  \>j  tbe  boooia- 
hie  Senator  fVom  Vltvinia,  (Mr.  TAzawiuOta 
a  Select  Committee,  (£oMn  bvn  tl>e  Veitan, 
Southern,  and  Eastern  States,  equally.  I  votad 
for  the  present  reference,  that  tAe  mbject  migU 
be  presented  in  the  tangible  shape  of  a  uD, 
and  do  hope  that  the  whole  subject  oonnecUd 
with  the  revenue  may  be  acted  on  by  the  isnw 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Tazbwkll  said :  So  far  as  this  mittw  it 
concerned,  tiie  pecnJe  of  the  United  States  nsy 
be  properiy  conMdered  as  divided*  inte  Ibn* 
great  classes ;  the  mannfaetnring  class,  the  |>n- 
dnoing  dass,  and  tbe  das*  compoMd  of  the  fa- 
habitants  of  the  States  within  whose  Kmiti  Isrp 
bodies  of  nnoocnpied  lands  are  still  held,  Im- 
oanse  yet  unsold  by  the  United  States.  II* 
public  revenne  is  now  derived  from  eseh  lA 
these  cIOMes,  and  in  something  like  the  fiiUoT- 
tng  proportions ; 

The  mannfaetnring  dais  pays  bat  littl^  em- 
paratively.  of  the  amount  of  revenue  darited 
from  the  imposts  on  foreign  articles  smilirto 
those  mannfaotured  by  themselrea.  Thur  mn 
snpply  is  very  nearly,  if  not  qnit«  equal  to  thar 
own  demand  of  these  protected  arudes.  Cw- 
seqnenlly,  f^  tbe  greater  porticm  of  tite  t*i(* 
imposed,  for  the  purpose  of-  encouragiiig  sA 
protecting  their  mannfaotnres,  is  pwa  hj  thi 
ether  two  dasses.  The  manufbeturing  nlaaii 
then  phunly  interested  in  oontinning  all  tilt 
duties  imposed  fhr  thdr  protection  or  euoom^ 
agement,  which  taxes  are  pwd,  almost  eielii- 
sively,  by  tbe  other  olasses.  and  amomt  te 
about  fifteen  millims  of  dollars. 

The  msnnfactDring  class  is  also  interMted  is 
oontinning  the  present  price  of  tiie  pablie  Isndi; 
for  if  this  is  reduced,  the  DeoeaBac7  effeot  wiB 
be  to  encourage  greater  emigration  tothe  V<rt- 


tbe 


wages  of  tb* 
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io[s  eueoi  nas  oeeo  onen  aouoimoea,  in  iwm 
reports  tt<aa  afonnerSMretarjrof  theTiuaMiry, 
a  part  of  whose  grand  prcject  of  regulating  (hi 
wnole  labor  ana  coital  of  the  country  was,  to 
make  lands  dear,  in  order  that  manuiaebirN 
might,  thereby,  be  made  che^t.  And  the  eaiw 
idea,  in  effect,  has  been  again  presented  to  IIm 
Senate  to-day,  in  the  speech  of  tiie  bononbls 
Senator  trma  M^ne,  (Mr,  SPBioua,) 

But,  although  the  manufacturing  class  ii  ths> 
intereBt«d  in  continuing  the  present  high  dnliM 
of  protection,  from  whence  a  revenne  of  stlta* 
fifteen  millions  is  now  derived ;  and,  in  oootiB' 
uing,  also,  the  present  price  of  public  Uiids,ft^ 
the  sale  of  which  a  revenue  amounting  to  IhrN 
miltions  of  dollars  more  is  now  reouvcdi  T* 
this  class  is  interested  in  the  abolition  of  sU 
other  taxes,  that  is  U>  ssy,  of  all  the  du^ 
upon  unprotected  articles,  because,  of  thesa,  tl" 
class  pays  its  ftill  proportion,  by  oonsumiDg  it 
least  its  fbll  share  of  such  commodities.  Bsaw 
my  friend  from  New  Jersey  ia  vei7  wUliaS  ^ 
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r«p«a!  vt  rednoe  all  these  doljea,  althoogh  be 
*    '      o  disporitioa  to  oDrtail  anj  vS  the  other 


lie  pro 


The  prodadng  clase  is  interested,  like  tlie 
mAnnfiuttiiriag  olaaa,  ia  reducing  the  duties  npon 
the  onpToteoted  articles,  beceaee,  of  these,  tdef 
too  are  consomarB,  and  of  course  bear  a  ahare 
of  the  bardeu  in  proportion  to  their  oosBump- 
tion.  Bat  aa  the  whole  of  the  revanae  now 
derived  from  this  soorce  ia  estimated  by  no  ooe 
■t  mora  than  seven  milUons  of  dollan ;  aa  no 
eomplaints  have  ever  been  arged  against  these 
imposts,  and  as  tber  fall,  priueipally,  apon  the 
rich,  who  are  well  ^le  to  bear  than,  tae  pro- 
ducing ola»  feels  leas  interest  In  the  redne^im 
of  this  branch  of  the  revenne,  which  bears  jortlj 
Hud  eanallf,  than  it  feels  in  the  diminution  of 
the  other  great  sonroea  of  aupplj — the  imposta 
upon  protected  artiolea.  This  last  tai  falls  upon 
iLhsm.  almost  eiolnsivei?,  and  prinoipall;  n 
thair  poor ;  it  is  nearlj  doable  of  both  die  o1 
•applies  put  together,  and  so  bears  moat 
eqaallj,  nnjnstlj,  and  oppreasivelj  upon  this 

In  regard  to  the  public  lands,  the  prodnoing 
dass  have  no  intereet  whatever  in  this  aahjeot, 
ac,  if  they  have  any,  it  is  rather  opposed  to  the 
redaction  of  the  price  of  tbeee,  as  a  reduction 
of  tiie  prioe  of  lands  tui?  where  mnst,  to  soi 
«stent,  mSnenoe  tlte  price  of  lands  everjwht 
ia  the  same  oounby.  But  as  the  present  oc 
dition  til  the  oountrj  does  not  require  the  pres- 
ervation of  all  the  sonroes  of  revenue  as  ihoy 
now  stand,  the  prodncing  class  is  willing  and 
deairons  to  act  Justly  with  each  of  the  other 
classea.  They  say,  rednoe  the  aoioant  of  the 
pablio  burdens  now  nnneoeeaarily  imposed 
upon  all  classes,  to  an  amount  not  greater  than 
nULj  be  Buffifnent  to  satisfy  all  the  reasonable 
vanta  of  the  Government.  In  this  rednotion, 
eouanlt  the  wishee  and  grievances  of  all,  and 
remove  every  burden  which  can  properly  be 
dopensed  with,  nndl  yon  have  arrived  at  the 
pnopoaed  point.  Do  not  relieve  the  rich  alone, 
Dowever,  by  abolishing  the  duties  which  fidl 
Upcm.  them,  bat  disburden  the  poor  also.  Bo 
not  relieve  the  inanufacturinK  class  from  their 
share  of  a  oonunon  and  l^u  imposition,  and 
continue  much  greater  burdens  npon  the  other 
daeses.  Do  not  lighten  the  heavy  toad  which 
is  now  borne  by  some,  by  taking  off  that  por- 
tion of  its  w^ht  whioh  is  felt  to  be  grievous 
by  them  only ;  but,  in  this  long-looked-for  day 
of  expected  relief^  diminish  the  burdens  of  all. 
And  as  you  eamtot  relieve  one  of  the  classes  so 
well  in  any  other  mode,  as  by  reducing  the 
price  of  the  public  lands,  grant  this  boon  to 
them  also,  thu  none  may  remain  dissatisfled. 

The  class  of  our  citizens  who  are  inhabitants 
of  the  several  States  within  which  the  public 
lauds  are  titoated,  are  intereeted  bnt  little,  if  at 
all,  in  any  of  the  dafies  of  impost,  whether 
these  are  imposed  upon  protected  or  unprotect- 
ed articles.  The  remote  positicn  of  far  the 
greater  part  of  this  class  in  the  interior  of  the 
distant  West  making  the  cost  of  transportation 


of  aU  such  commodities  comaderable,  and  the 
supply  irregular,  most  anient  the  price,  to 
them,  of  all  imported  articles,  so  much  as  to 
prevent  such  articles  from  entering  mnob  into 
their  consumption.  Therefore,  whether  the 
duties  of  imposts  are  continued  or  abolished,  is 
of  but  little  consequence  to  them.  In  either 
case,  they  mnst  rely  mainly  upon  their  own 
household  manufactures  and  productions  to 
snpply  their  own  wanta.  Duties  of  protection 
give  no  encouragement  to  them,  for  they  are 
not  made  for  sale;  and  if  these  duties  were 
abolished,  the  stune  cause  which  produced  snoh 
ijiaiinfacturee  at  first,  mnst  continue  them  stilL 
This  class,  therefore,  feels  but  little  direct  in- 
terest in  any  of  the  duties  of  impost. 

Bat,  althoogh  indifferent  to  this  part  of  the 
subject,  they  are  not  indi&brent  to  the  other. 
The  sales  of  the  public  laud  act  as  a  perpetual 
drain  of  their  ourreaoy,  the  amount  of  which  is 
continually  reduced  by  remittances  of  the  pro- 
ceeds iiither ;  and  thus  the  value  of  their  whole 
capital  and  labor  is  kept  in  a  stato  of  perpetual 
flnotnation,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  intor- 
eats  of  both.  Uoreover,  according  to  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
States,  will  be  the  migration  to  them.  Dinun- 
ish  this  price,  aod  you  multiply  the  number  of 
emigrants  desirous  of  purchasing  there.  Thus 
yon  increase  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  States,  so  open  new  Bonrces  of  revenue 
to  their  local  Qovernments,  and  augment  at 
onoe  the  price  and  value  of  all  their  produc- 
tions. Besides,  while  the  United  States  oon- 
tinne  to  be  the  great  landlords  of  the  West,  the 
people  of  the  several  States  within  whose  limits 
their  farms  exist,  are  so  made  the  tributaries 
of  this  Qovemment,  dependent  npon  its  power 
and  patronage  more  tbaii  any  others.  Surveys 
are  made,  land  offices  are  opened,  and  offices 
created  there  at  our  discretion.  By  brbging 
more  or  less  of  land  into  the  marl^et  at  any 
time,  and  at  any  place,  we  are  so  enabled  to 
regulato  the  prioe  of  the  property  of  every  one 
in  these  dependent  Btstw,  and  to  give  to  the 
tide  of  emigration  whatever  direction  we  please. 
I  do  not  say  that  these  powers  have  ever  been 
used  for  these  purposes,  bnt  merely  that  they 
exist,  and  may  be  so  used.  Of  this  the  Waatem 
States  are  perfeotiy  aware ;  and  to  their  con- 
of  the  existence  of  such  a  power  m^ 
be  ascribed  much  of  what  has  occurred  in  this 
Government  All  these  causes  combine  to  in- 
duce the  class  of  whioh  I  am  now  speakiag,  to 
desire  relief  from  the  burdens  they  produce,  by 
a  rednotion  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  - 
The  boon  they  ask  is  so  small  in  itself  that  I, 
for  one,  s^  Ur.  T.,  am  disposed  willingly  to 
grant  it,  especially  as  it  is  the  only  benefit 
which  they  can  get,  probably,  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  new  system  of  revenue. 
These  conaiden^ions  ought  to  saliaiy  everj 


every  other  project  for  the  establishment  of  a 
new  system  of  revenue  and  taxation.     It  la 
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vtia  to  Bay  that  the  varionB  sooroes  of  sapply 
msy  be  examined  se^anitel;,  and  each  u^ed 
Dpon  bj  itself.  This  is  true ;  bat  who  can  say 
with  oonfidenoe,  that  when  one  of  the  great 
eluBfM  of  which  I  have  spoken,  hare  procured 
tb«  gratifioatloD  of  their  desire^  in  the  repeat 
or  radnctioa  of  the  burdens  which  bear  most 


mere  possibility  that  they  may  not  do  eo,  will 
natnniJly  excite  suspicions  u)d  Jaalonsiea,  which 
onght  to  he  aroided,  if  possible.  This  can  be 
done,  however,  only  by  connecting  the  three 
Hubjeots  indissolnbly  together,  and  incorporat- 
ing the  proviaions  concerning  each  in  one  and 
the  same  bill,  the  fate  of  which  bill  will  then 
depend  upon  the  faithful  observance  and  pres- 
erratioD  of  all  its  connecting  links. 

Mr.  Bibb's  propositJon  was  then  de<^ded  in 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  Tot« : 

TtAS.— Heart.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dallas, 
Dudley,  Ellia,  Forsyth,  Grundj,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Bill,  Koae,  King,  Usngnoi,  Uarcj.  Hiller,  Moote, 
Foindeiter,  Robinson,  Smitb,  Tauwell,  Tipton, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Whita,  WUkins— SB. 

Nats.— Measn.  Bell,  Buokner,  Claj,  Clayton, 
Dickenon,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrelinghuyBen,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  KnigbC,  PreRliM,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sey- 
"■■  ■         "  "      "     311,   Wag 


UoiTDAT,  Uaroh  20. 
The  reaolotioas  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
WiLKiHB  were  taken  np,  and  agreed  to. 

Undaimed  JHtidaxd*. 

The  resolntion  some  time  ago  offered  by  Mr. 
Spbaoux,  calling  for  a  list  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons owning  nnclaimed  diridends  on  pnbllo 
stocks,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Sfbaohb  said,  it  appears  that  we  have  in 
the  poBBeasion  of  the  OoTernment  abont  300,000 
dollars,  belonging  to  persons  who  have  owned 
Bt«ck  in  the  fim<^.  The  dividends  are  nnclfum- 
ed,  becaose  the  persona  to  whom  they  belong 
are  ignorant  of  the  ta/A  that  those  whom  they 
represent,  as  heirs  or  administrators,  ever 
owned  stock  on  which  the  dividends  had  not 
been  drawn.  He  tbonght  it  was  due  to  honesty 
to  give  to  the  pnblio  uie  ioformatiou,  in  order 
that  the  persons  int«rested  may  he  made  aware 
of  their  rights. 

Hr.  Olat  opposed  the  resolntion,  as  opening 
a  wide  door  to  frand — as  giving  an  invitation 
to  impostors  to  come  forward,  with  their  wai 
and  parchment,  and  claim  money  which  does 
not  belons  to  them,  because  there  is  nobody  to 
dispute  their  claims.  The  Government  was 
not  bonnd  aa  a  public  debtor,  to  publish  a  list 
of  the  names  of  its  creditors.  The  old  Bank  of 
the  United  States  never  pnblisbed  any  list  of 
the  names  of  its  creditors,  though  they  created 
a  ftand  for  their  payment.  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  fbr  the  members  of  Congress  and 
others  to  look  over  the  books,  and  give  the ' 


formation  to  such  claimants  as  may  be  within 
their  knowledge.  This,  he  thought,  would  be 
a  BQt&cient  degree  of  publicity. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  that  Con^vas  had  nniformly 
decided  against  the  propositum  to  ]Hihliab  the 
namea,  for  the  reasons  Jnst  given  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentnokj. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clattos,  the  rescJntion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tdzsdat,  March  ST. 
Aj>p<»rtionmmi  BiU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilxins,  the  bill  appor- 
tionrngrepreeentotiTes  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  wsa  taken  up — the  question  htaag 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whiu 
Mr.  Wkbbtbb's  amendment  was  r^ecteo. 

After  some  debate  on  a  question  of  order 
which  arose, 

Mr.  Olat  spoke  briefly  upon  the  qoestion  of 
reoonsideration.  Were  this  a  c)nestion  for  tbe 
£ret  time  presented,  he  might  decide  in  tarrot 
of  the  representation  of  fractions ;  bnt,  as  he 
oonsidereiil  that  the  question  had  lon^  been  pot 
at  rest  by  the  decisions  and  practice  of  the 
Government,  be  should  feel  himself  compelled 
to  vote  against  any  bill  providing  for  fractiiHial 
representation.  He  ahonld,  however,  vote  in 
favor  of  a  recommitment  of  the  bill,  in  the  hope 
that  some  means  might  be  devised  for  reuder- 
inir  it  more  acceptable  to  the  several  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Webstkb  expressed  a  wish  that  before 
the  Senate  prooeeded  farther  in  the  matter,  & 
vote  might  oe  taken  in  full  Senate  (now  there 
were  forty-seven  present,  and  to-moirow  the 
whole  number  would  be  here)  upon  the  r^re- 
sentatiou  of  residnnms  on  fVactions.  He  sug- 
gested, therefbre,  the  expediency  of  trying  that 
question,  before  the  Senate  proceeded  anj 
further.  If  the  question  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, the  absent  Senators  wonld  probablj* 
attend.  If  the  Senate  shonld  decide  in  oppora- 
tion  to  the  representation  of  fractions,  thea  the 
bill  might  be  committed  with  a  view  to  snc^ 
other  attention  as  might  render  it  less  unequal 
in  its  character. 

Mr,  FoBBiTB  did  not  believe  that  any  one 
Senator  had  changed  his  mind  on  the  qoestion 
of  the  constitutionality  of  representing  fictions. 
He  proposed,  therefore,  that  the  vote  should 
be  t^en  now  on  that  question '  and  if  it  shonld 
be  found  that  the  resnlt  woiud  be  varied  by 
the  presenoe  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
(Mr,  Napdais,)  h  '''  ---■i. 

tion  of  tbe  vote  ch 
and 

The  qoestion  being  taken  on  the  reconsiderm- 
Hon,  it  i^as  determined  in  the  affirmative,  "by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tub. — Uessrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Boekner,  Cham- 
bers, Clajton,  Clay,  Dlckerson,  Enfng,  Foot,  Pt«. 
linghuysen,  Hayne,  Bolmes,  Johnston,  Kniglit, 
UangiUD,   Miller,  Folndexter,  PrentiM,  RDbbtna, 
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Sejmoar,  Sflsbee,  Smith,  Spragae,  Tomlinaao,  Wag. 
Ipunui,  Webster — £S. 

Xats. — Meaart.  Bibb,  Brown,  DbIIsb,  Dadlsj,  El-^ 
Ut,  For^th,  OniDdr,  Heodriaka,  Hill,  Kuie,  Kitig,* 
llucj,  Bolniuon,  Haggles,  T>te««ll,  Tlptmi,  Troup, 
Tjler,  WUte,  WUkins— 80, 

The  bin  was  then,  after  considerable  conver- 
sation, reoominittad.  to  r  Select  Ootnmittee  of 
five  members,  viz :  Messrs.  Wsbstbb,  Cuiitos, 
Masouk,  Fobsytb,  and  Hatks,  to  connd<ir  and 
report  thereon. 


[Snun. 


'ffiDauD&i,  Uaroh  38. 
ColtntiMotion  Soeiety. 
Mr.  Ci^T  rose,  and  said  he  had  received  a 
memorial  Bigned  b;  a  lar^  naraber  of  the  cit- 
izena  of  Eentncky,  inviting  the  atteotion  of 
Congress  to  the  subject  of  the  coloaization  of 
the  free  blacks  on  the  coast  of  AMca,  and  re- 
qnesting  the  aM  of  Congress  h>  accomplish  that 
object.  He  felt  some  diffiooltf  with  regard  to 
the  proper  disposition  of  the  memorial.  The 
general  subject  was  one,  tbao.  which,  perhaps, 
uo  other  had  more  seriooslf  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  country.  No  man, 
lie  presome^  could  fail  to  cherish  tlie  hope  that 
at  some  day  or  other,  however  distant,  and  In 
tome  mode,  the  ooantry  would  be  rid  of  this 
the  darkest  spot  on  its  mantle.  How  that  was 
to  be  Accomplished,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  allow- 
i^>le  to  the  present  generation  to  foresee.  All, 
however,  must  unite  In  the  hope  that,  at  the 
proper  time,  the  proper  means  would  be  devised 
taarrive  at  this  most  desirable  end.  With  re- 
i^ect  to  the  constitutional  qnestion  involved, 
he  enterttuned  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
aabjact  of  abolition  of  slavary  could  not  be 
touched  by  the  General  Government ;  it  be- 
longed peouliarly  and  eiclusively  to  the  States 
where  slavery  existed ;  they,  and  they  alone, 
were  directly  concerned ;  and  they  only  had 
the  power  to  entertain  the  qneatlon.  With  re- 
n>ect,  however,  to  the  great  question  of  the 
final  disposition  of  the  A&ican  race  among  os, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  to  remark  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  first  great  effort  shonld  be  to 
rid  our  country  of  the  free  blacks  as  a  prelim- 
ioary  measure.  In  that  object,  all  the  States 
had  a  common  interest — none  were  exclusively 
interested.  Whether  the  General  Qovemment 
possessed  powers  to  accomplish  tliat  object,  was 
A  question  of  great  and  serious  import,  and  de- 
served a  more  carefU  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion than  in  die  present  state  of  the  country 
could  be  probably  made.  Tbe  idea  had  been 
eotertunea  by  some,  whose  opinions  were  en- 
titled to  much  respect,  that,  in  reference  to  tbe 
public  lands.  Confess  possessed  more  extensive 
powers  than  it  does  in  respect  to  appropriations 
of  tbe  ordinary  revenue  of  the  country.  This 
was  a  qnestion  of  great  importance,  and  re- 
quired the  most  serious  consideration.  He 
Tonhl  now  content  himself  with  the  simple 
duobarge  of  his  duty  in  presenting  the  me- 


morial, in  Baking  for  its  reading,  and  in  moving 
to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Hr.  Hainx  Bwd,  before  tbe  gentleman  mokea 
a  motion  to  lay  the  inemori^  on  tbe  table,  I 
wish  to  make  a  few  observations  in  relation  to 
its  present  and  ultimate  objects.  The  sobjeot 
is- one  not  on^  of  deep  interest,  but  oalenlated 
to  produce  very  ncpleasRnt  feelings  at  th« 
South,  where  it  is  perfectly  understood  in  all 
its  relations.  This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
questions  of  that  nature  had  been  presented 
tbe  Senate.  On  one  occasion  no  notice  bad 
been  taken  of  the  memorial ;  and  en  the  other, 
a  report  bad  been  made  by  the  committee  who 
bad  the  sulyect  under  consideration,  adverse 
to  the  objects  of  the  memorialists.  Kr.  H.  was 
^lad  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  did  not 
intend  to  press  any  decision  at  this  time,  as 
that  would  undoubtedly  tend  to  increase  the 
excitement  which  now  prevuls  in  one  quarter 
of  the  Union.  It  was  true,  that  in  the  ^ipru- 
priation  by  Congress,  of  funds  asked  for  to  oe- 
complish  tbe  ejects  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, the  question  of  slavery  was  not  directly 
touched ;  but  he  must  be  blind  who  did  not  see 
that,  if  the  powers  of  the  General  Government 
were  couoeded  to  carry  into  effect  the  first  pre- 
liminary measures  of  the  Society,  the  coloniza- 
tion of  the  free  people  of  coliH*  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  its  power  to  accomplish  the  ultimate 
object  in  view,  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the 
African  race  from  the  United  States,  would,  in 
due  time,  be  cttumed  as  a  necessary  conse- 

S.ence.  The  advocates  of  this  scheme  avow 
e  principle  of  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
Federal  Government,  which  covers  the  whole 
ground.  What  is  it  ?  The  right  in  the  Federal 
Government  to  impose  taxes  and  appropriate 
money  for  purposes  of  colonization — a  power 
certainly  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  never  recognized  by  the 
States,  and  which  rests  on  the  assumption  that 
tbe  power  of  taxation  and  appropriation,  in 
which  the  colored  population  eziste,  is  unlim- 
ited. The  Southern  States  would  never  feel 
secure,  with  regard  to  this  question,  unless  tbe 
powers  of  this  Government,  to  levy  and  dis- 
tribute money,  were  limited  to  tbe  definite  ob- 
jects specified  in  the  constitution  ;  and,  unless 
that  question  was  settlodj  he,  for  one,  would 
'    '  for  the  rights  or  tbe  property 


ury  of  tbe  United  States.  Ur.  H.  was  glad  that 
tbe  Senator  from  Eentacky  had  disclaimed  any 
intention  to  touch  the  qnestion  of  slavery.  He 
himself  should  certainly  not  enter  upon  it.  He 
(Ur.  H.)  had  risen  to  give  timely  notice  that 
be  would  resist,  to  tbe  utmost,  now,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  any  attempt  to  toooh  the  col- 
ored population,  by  tie  interposition  of  the 
General  Government.  It  is  a  matter  which 
belongs,  exclusively,  to  the  several  States,  and 
Congress  cannot  interfere  with  it  by  appropria- 
tions of  money,  or  otherwise,  without  assuming 
a  power  not  oonlbrred  i^on  them  by  the  oonsti- 
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tnUon;  a  power  cap&ble  of  being  perverted, 
snd  which,  he  verily  believed,  would  be  per- 
verted to  objects  absolately  fatal  to  the  Bonth- 
ern  States. 

Mr.  Claz  Btid  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
.engage  in  any  discosaion  at  this  time.  Bat, 
while  he  might  be  allowed  to  aay  that  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Bonth  Oar- 
olioa,  ^at  the  General  Government  coold  not, 
conatitntlonally,  entertain  for  a  moment  the 
qneetion  of  abolition  of  slavery,  he  could  not 
agree  with  him  that  the  scbject  of  colonizing 
tlie  free  blacka  belonged  exclnsively  to  Soath 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  other  proteating  Statea. 
"With  regard  to  Uie  slave  qnestion,  the  States 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  were  not  the  only 
ones  concerned.  There  was  the  State  of  Hory- 
land,  the  State  he  represented,  (Keatncky,)  and 
some  of  the  Bonthwestem  States.  Bnt  Hr.  0. 
repeated  again,  that,  as  respected  slavery,  tiiere 
was  not  a  particle  of  power  in  the  Genera] 
Government  to  tonch  the  qnestion ;  and  be 
should  not,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  bim  to 
eater  npon  it.  Bat  the  qaestion,  as  respeoted 
the  money  power  of  the  Government,  was  em- 
phatically a  Booth  Carolina  qnestion.  It  was 
from  two  of  the  most  eminent  men  tiiat  Soath 
Carolina  had  ever  produced,  that  he  first  heard, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  doctrine  broached  that  the  power  in  the 
General  Government  to  appropriate  money  was 
.  witbont  limit  or  restriction.  When  he  first 
beard  that  doctrine,  he  bad  espresaed  his  de- 
cided disapprobation  of  it,  and  cooteaded,  as 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  now  does,  that 
the  money  power  of  the  Government  was  lim- 
ited by  the  other  powers  wanted  in  the  oonsti- 
totion.  With  regard  to  the  appropriations  of 
Qxe  public  lands,  that  was  another  question. 
It  had  been  contended  by  some  that  Oongreae 
had  the  power  to  dispose  of  them  at  will ;  bnt, 
assuming  the  existence  of  snch  unlimit«d  con- 
trol, whether  it  would  be  proper  to  apply  their 
[Toceeds  to  the  colonization  of  the  free  blacks 
or  not,  be  would  not  now  give  an  opinion. 
When  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  he  hoped 
the  Bublect  would  have  the  fnllest  considera- 
tion. But  the  question,  as  it  respected  the  free 
blacks,  was  not  pecoliarly  a  Bontnern  qaestion ; 
the  great  Northern  capitals  contained  a  com- 
parativeiy  greater  portion  of  that  population 
than  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  The 
State  of  Maryland,  which,  according  to  the  late 
census,  contained  a  very  large  portion  of  them, 
hftd  constantly,  earnestly,  and  enthusiasticaily, 
raised  her  voice  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the 
Colonization  Society.  The  question  of  oolo- 
nization  then  belonged  to  all  the  States  where 
troe  blacks  were  to  be  foand,  and  they  were  to 
be  foand  in  every  one  of  them,  and  they  had 
all,  therefore,  the  auqueetionable  right  to  con- 
fer with  the  slaveholding  States  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  applying  soon  means  as  the  General 
Governmeat  can  constitationally  apply  towards 
ridding  themselves  of  the  evil  by  colonization. 
Mr.  Ohambbss  aaid,  the  deep  interest  felt  in 


Maryland,  in  re^d  to  the  qnestioii,  must  a- 
case  him  for  saymg  a  word.  The  Senator  tna 
iKentncky  had  remark^  jastiy,  that  no  Stat* 
in  the  Union  had  so  large  a  population  of  frtt 
blacks  as  Maryland  ;  a  popolation  of  which  tin 
State  was  anrionsly  disposed  to  rid  itself.  It 
was  eqoally  true  that  the  ColoDtzation  Sodi^ 
had  been  regarded  as  presenting  the  most  prob- 
able fboilities  to  efiect  this  most  deairaue  re- 
sult. The  Society  had,  therefore,  been  cho- 
ished  and  aided  by  the  State,  and  an  appnipi- 
ation  trom  its  Treasory  was  aonnally  made  Co 
promote  the  objects  of  the  Society.  He  would 
take  leave  to  aay,  however,  that  while  the  Stale 
was  thus  affording  aid  and  eaooura^^ent  ta 
the  Society,  it  would  be  a  most  egregious  enw 
to  suppose  that  thbwos  done  in  anypniposetc 
conntenanoe  a  power  in  the  Genial  Govern- 
meat  to  lnten>ose,  in  any  manner,  or  in  aii7 
degree,  with  the  qnestion  of  slavery.  On  tUi 
qaestion  Maryland  is  altogether  a  Sonthm 
State.  Neither  South  CaroUna,  nor  anyotiiff 
State,  will  be  found  more  firm  or  mom  proiopt 
to  protest  against  the  assumption  of  any  soch 
power  by  the  National  Lepalatore.  Sneh  ws 
the  state  of  feeling  and  opinion  of  his  State; 
and  while  he  had  the  honor  to  be  an  organ  rf 
that  feeling  and  opinion,  it  shonld  be  most  fnlt^ 
expressed. 

Bat  the  objects  of  this  Socie^  bad  never  ben 
considered  by  the  people  of  Maryland  to  be 
auchi  as  the  Senator  &om  South  Carolioa  tow 
describes.  That  Senator  must  be  olEogellier 
mistaken  in  reference  to  those  otgects.  Bevu 
justified  in  this  remark,  not  only  by  the  hrt 
which  he  hod  stated,  of  the  encoaragenmt 
given  by  Maryland,  bnt  also  by  tlie  concurreiit 
testimony  of  the  States  of  Delaware,  Virgiiiii, 
Georgia,  and  Tenneseee,  all  slaveholding  ftstw 
and  each  of  which  had,  in  the  most  formal  ana 
deliberate  manner,  approved  the  objects  of  tie 
Society.  It  was  impossible  to  oonoeive  till 
these  Statee  could  have  expressed  their  sj^ro- 
bation  of  an  institation,  toe  very  pnipoee  (rf 
which  waa  to  asstdl  an  interest,  in  regard  to 
which,  above  all  others,  they  were  aingolarlj 


Mr.  Hatvx  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  ex- 
pressly stated,  in  the  beginning,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  enter,  at  this  time,  into  the  merits  of 
the  Colonization  Society ;  when  that  questo 
came  before  the  Senate,  he  should  be  preps™ 
to  give  it  a  thorough  examination.  At  present 
he  mast  be  permitted  to  make  one  or  t«c  <^ 
servationa  in  reply  to  the  genUemen  from  Keft- 
tucky  and  Maryland.  Some  of  the  most  '*' 
speotabla  and  distihgaished  individoali  w^ 
were  members  or  advocates  of  the  Oolooiia'S'* 
Society,  had  avowed  that  they  viewed  dtit 
scheme  as  ohieBy  valuable,  because  it  '"•*?* 
eventually  to  a  removal  of  the  whole  of  ">* 
African  race  from  the  United  States,  and  tit* 
consequent  abolition  of  slavery.  The  Seauttf 
from  Maryland  had  declared  that  the  State  M 
represented  was  friendly  to  the  otjjects  uf  '''* 
Society,  and  mode  on  aunnal  approprioticsi  uv- 
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aids  it  He.  fi.  bcfwd  tlut  Beoator  did  not 
imderataiid  faim  u  otjeotang  to  anf  mpsrate 
action  b;-  the  8Utea  on  this  mbject;  that  wu 
a  matter  for  their  own  wnmd  duoretioD.  The 
Btatea  mi^t  oontribate  vhat  mooej  thej 
pleased  to  the  removal  of  their  own  free  people 
of  ooloT,  and  no  one  had  a  right  to  oompisu  j 
his  objection  irss  to  tfae  General  Govemment 
taking  a  matter  in  hand  with  which  they  bad 
no  oonstitntional  ririit  to  interfere.  With  re- 
Kftrd  to  the  distinolion  drawn  by  the  Senator 
from  EeDtnokf,  between  an  appropriation  of 
the  public  lands  and  the  pnliiic  monej,  be 
wonld  not  then  enter  ifito  a  diacusBioo,  thoueh 
he  Donfessed  he  could  see  no  difference  in  tAe 
prineiple.  He  woold  on];  now  repeat,  that 
whenever  the  General  Qoverament  should  a»- 
aert  ttie  power  to  lev;  and  ^propriate  money, 
or  to  appV  the  public  lands  towards  the  objects 
of  the  OoiooiaalitKi  Sodetf,  it  wonld  inevitably 
lead  to  the  consequences  which  he  had  depre- 
oated — for  it  wocud  rest  on  an  assamption  of 
power  not  to  be  found  in  the  eonstitntion ;  and 
when  the  rights  of  the  Soatham  States  should 
eome  to  be  held  bj  no  better  tenure  tlian  the 
discretion  of  Congress,  be  should  consider  their 
valne  as  gone  forever.  His  only  object,  at  this 
thne,  however,  was  to  enter  his  protest, 
had  often  done  before,  agdnst  any  ench 
aise,  hy  Oongress,  of  what  he  most  consider  as 
tmocmstitntional  power. 
The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 


THinBDAT,  April  6. 
£ewluliottari/  Penriom. 

Th«  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
then  prooeeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  rev- 
olationary  pension  bilL 

An  amendment,  offered  hy  Ur.  Foot,  to  In- 
vade the  officers  of  the  navy  and  marines 
wHhin  tlie  provisions  of  the  bill,  was  agreed  to, 
without  a  division,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Foot. 

Ur.  Wtucon  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  ont  the  word  "  and  "  where  it  oo- 
onra before  "aoldiers,"  and  inserting  after  "sol- 
diers "  the  words  ''  uid  Indian  spies." 

Mr.  Foot  expressed  the  acquieaoenoe  of  the 
committee  in  this  amendment.  It  had  been  in- 
tended to  embraoe  all  dasaea  who 
anbjected  to  risk,  whether  they  were  designated 
■a  State  troops,  regnlar  troops,  volunteers, 
militia,  or  any  others  who  bod  been  draughted, 
and  h«l  served  for 
The  some  sul^ect  hod  been  dii 
mittee,  and  it  was  intended  to  embrace  the 
class  of  men  demgnated  by  the  Senator  from 

Ur.  WnxiNs  njoined,  that  if  sncb  was  the 
Intention  of  the  oommittee,  there  oonld  be  no 
otfjeotion  to  making  the  Intention  more  defi- 
nite. 

Mr,  UutOT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
br  inserting,  between  the  word  "  soldiers  "  and 


[Scam. 

the  words  of  the  amendment,  "  express  riders, 
boatmen,  wagoners." 

Ur.  SmTH  said  he  shonid  object  to  iaclnding 
persons  who,  if  they  did  any  service,  ran  no 
risk  in  its  performance.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  classes  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  shonid  not  be  put  on  the  same 
footing  with  Indian  spies.  'Wagoners  and  boat- 
men, who  were  hired  out  hy  their  employers  C^ 
masters,  ran  no  risk.    This  was  too  l»)d. 

Ur.  Hatkx  said  he  thought  differently  fVom 
the  gentleman  from  Uaryland.  If  volunteers 
were  entitled  to  the  proviwons  of  the  bill,  be 
saw  no  reason  why  wagoners  and  boatmen 
shonid  be  excluded.  He  would  carry  the  prin- 
ciple ont  still  farther,  and  inolnde  farmers. 
The  farmers  who  furnished  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, had  as  ^od  a  claim  as  the  wagonera 
who  transported  it.  Nay,  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  go  through  with  it,  and  pension  the 
people — give  a  pension  to  all  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  revolution.  The  evident  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  take  money  out  of  the  pnblio 
Treaanry,  This  he  could  prove  to  be  the  ob- 
ject Ay,  be  conid  prove  it  We  are  about  to 
pension  every  man  who,  in  a  war  of  seven 
years,  served  for  a  period  of  fourteen  months. 
Is  there  a  man  who  lived  in  those  tim^  who 
did  not,  at  some  period  or  other,  serve  six 
months !  Even  after  the  war  of  the  revolntion 
had  terminated,  and  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
had  been  signed,  and  Cornwallis  had  sorren-  ^ 
dered,  there  were  hangers-on  in  the  camp,  who 
served,  and  were  entitled.  He  hoped,  tiiere- 
fore,  that  not  only  wagoners  and  boatmen, 
bat  farmers,  traders,  drovers,  all  wonld  be  in- 
clnded.  He  would  embrace  all  who  lived  be- 
fore the  signing  of  the  treaty.  If  all  who  ran 
rides,  rich  and  poor,  were  to  be  placed  on  an 
equal  footing,  he  wonld  include  all. 

Ur.  Smith  stated  that  he  had  been  applied  tg 
by  a  eonstitueut,  who  had  been  a  saihnaker 
dnring  the  revolntion,  and  who  thought  it  hard 
that  he  was  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the 
pennon  law.  Ur.  B.  sud  he  aaked  bim,  "  Have 
yon  served  in  the  militia  t  Did  yon  ever 
march  !  "  "  No ;  but  I  made  sails  for  a  priva- 
teer." 

The  qnestion  was  then  put,  and  the  amend* 
ment  to  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Ur,  WiLKina, 

Ur.  Gvisvt  stated,  that  whatever  might  be 
his  final  vote  on  this  bill,  he  would  never  vote 
to  inolnde  any  who  have  not  meritoriona 
claims.  He  had  nnderstood  that  this  bill 
would  not  be  pressed  alter  tbe  expiration  of 
the  bonr.  Wiu  a  view  to  allow  time  to  pre- 
pare his  amendment,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  tfae  table,  and  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the 

'heae  motions  being  decided  in  the  afflrma- 
tive,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  order*  of  tbe 
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UoNDAT,  April  9. 
SfooluUonarjf  Pttmont. 

Kr.  Foot,  the  morning  bosiness  having  been 
gone  through,  moved  that  the  Senate  now  take 
up  the  bUL  Bupplementai?  to  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  oerl^n  anrviving  officers  and  Boldiera  of 
the  revolution. 

ILi.  Gbithdi  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ate  woald  not  take  up  this  bill  to-day.  There 
was  an  important  debate  pending,  which  occu- 
pied the  wDole  attentjon  of  the  Senate ;  &ad  it 
would  be  found  impoasible  to  carry  on  two  im- 
portant diBcussiona  at  the  same  tjme,  with  any 
advantage  to  the  pnblio  intereats. 

The  qoeetioD  waa  then  pat  on  taking  op  the 
bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20, 
nays  IS. 

Ur.  BoanraoK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
the  6Cb  line,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"  militia,"  the  words  "  and  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  under  Generals  W^ne  and  Clarke 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  in  the  In- 
dian wars,  .after  the  revolution." 

Mr,  SiUTH  said  that  if  this  class  were  to  be 
admitted,  he  knew  of  no  reason  why  the  sol- 
diers nnder  Earmar,  Bt.  Olair,  and  Hamtramok, 
should  .not  be  inolnded.  They  came  before 
Wayne.  As  the  bill  was  now  abont  to  be 
amended,  it  woold  lead  to  an  eipenditnre  of  a 
million  a  year.  He  had  been  so  much  deceived 
,  on  a.  former  ocoasioD,  that,  hereafter,  he  ehotdd 
put  no  trust  in  calculations, 

Mr.  Foot  remarked  that  the  Senate  had 
already  dedded  the  principle  that  no  pension 


performed  .     . 

Ht.  Btbb  said  that  he  cared  not  on  wnat 
ground  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  pot  this 
bilL  In  any  View,  the  present  proposition  woa 
entitled  to  as  much  ^tention  as  any  which 
oonld  be  presented  to  the  Senate.  When  Oen- 
era!  Clarke  entered  into  the  contest,  Easksslda 
and  Viaoennes  were  both  in  the  possesMoa  <^ 
the  British  troops,  and  we  had  not  a  right  to  a 
single  foot  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  Goieral 
Clarke,  out  of  his  own  means,  rdeed  men, 
Btrained  his  own  reeonrces  to  the  ntmost,  and, 
at  the  moment  when  General  Hamilton,  the 
British  commander,  deemed  himself  to  be  in 
perfect  security,  attacked  him,  rescued  these 
strong  positions  from  his  grasp,  and  made  him 
a  prisoner.  General  Olarlce  was  so  pushed  for 
oannon,  that  he  had  to  make  a  substitute  by 
using  logs ;  and  General  Hamilton  actually  shed 
tears  wnen  he  marched  out  of  the  fort,  and 
was,  for  the  first  time,  made  sensible  of  the 
smallness  of  the  force  (about  half  his  own)  to 
which  be  had  surrendered.  But  for  this  bril- 
liant achievement,  we  shonld  have  no  settie- 
ment  in  all  the  oonntry  lying  northwest  of  the 
Ohio ;  for  we  had  t^en  no  step  to  establish 
ourselves  there  \  and  there  was  no  mutiny,  or 
what  was  called  "  rebellion  "  in  the  language  of 
the  day,  which  could  have  led  to  an  alienation 
from  Great  Britain.    All  that  we  have  acquired 
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in  that  region  of  oouotry  is  the  fruit  of  tkeca- 
pacions  intellect  of  General  Clarke. 

Who,  he  asked,  were  the  allira  of  GiM 
Britain  t  Thejr  were  the  Indiana ;  and  it  mm 
through  these  allies  Uiat  the  Weat  had  to  eoa- 
tend  against  the  power  of  Great  Britain  dnrii^ 
the  war  of  the  revolution ;  and  If  the  laiaa 
war  continued  in  the  West  after  (hat  of  lbs 
revolution,  it  was  a  oontinnation  of  that  wir, 
because  the  Indians  were  ezoited  by  QnA 
Britain.  On  this  principle,  the  clasri  w- 
ttraoed  in  the  amendment  have  perfcnmed  vlut 
comes  within  tlie  meaning  of  revoIuEionaiy  nf- 

We  have  a  treatf  formed  with  Great  Brittia 
in  179S,  but  this  treaty  did  not  end  the  Indiso 
war  in  the  Weat.  But  be  woold  pat  tbe  sd^ 
tiOQ  of  tbe  amendment  on  another  groand. 
We  now  possess  the  Northwest  Torritocj,  di^ 
enonmbered  of  Indiana.  Great  Britain  bdd 
this  country  and  protected  it,  and  we  coald  not 
have  held  it  by  an;  right  which  we  could  bin 
set  np.  In  1794,  when  General  Wayne  pntu 
end  to  the  Indian  war,  we  had  bnt  one  Mtlle- 
ment,  and  that  lying  under  the  proteoCion  d 
the  gnns  of  the  fort  He  could  not  move  m 
that  region  without  leaving  a  chun  of  fbiis  be- 
hind him,  and  the  troops  which  he  cMuniandtd 
were  all  to  be  drawn  from  Eentncky,  for  then 
was  not  a  military  man  around  him.  When  be 
marched,  he  sent  word  to  General  WasbinghH) 
that  the  Indians  were  too  poweifnl  for  kiw, 
and  he  bad  to  fight  them  m  garrison  and  ia 
fortreM.  General  Scott,  who  wsa  then  in  Pbil- 
adelphia,  was  sent  to  bis  r^ef  by  Geaenl 
Washington ;  and  after  his  arrival  the  batie 
was  fought.  Are  we  to  disregard  servlws  of 
this  character  1  He  trusted  not ;  but  he  hoped 
that  they  would  be  deemed  by  the  Hones  u 
Important  as  those  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

But,  looking  at  the  matter  on  the  sooie  of 
Jnstioe,  it  must  be  admitted  that  do  men  wen 
more  entitled  to  the  beneGts  of  this  bill  thin 
the  hardy,  brave,  and  adventorons  men  vbe 
oontended  against  the  scalping-knifb  and  ita 
tomahawk — as  dongerons  service  ss  any  ia 
which  men  were  engaged.  We  have  reeeim 
from  them  services  far,  in  value,  exceeding  any 
compensation  we  can  ^ve  in  return ;  for  &is] 
conquered  the  whole  of  that  extensive  counti?, 
and  have  left  it  in  our  hands. 

Mr,  Gbuhdt  stud  that  if  any  men  wera  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  this  bilC  these  men  were 
clearly  the  most  entitled.  Why  do  we  give 
pensions  at  all  I  It  is  on  acconnt  of  the  baitide 
encountered  by  individual^  and  tbe  benefit 
which  have  resulted  from  those  hazards  to  tiie 
country.  If  there  were  any  other  groand  W 
which  these  dmms  were  placed,  he  did  sot 
know  it.  This  class  of  men  hod  suffered  more 
than  any  other  which  had  served  in  the  wtr- 
They  formed  a  part  of  the  reTolutionary  ornf. 
After  the  treaty  of  1788,  when  we  were  in  lb* 
enjoyment  of  peace  and  aafety,  tbe  lodiaa  W 
continued  to  rage  in  tlte  West  dnriiig  tan  f' 
twelve  years.    Iheaa  men  wen  eng*«od  by  »• 
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jtovvramflDt,  tjid  Tta  risks  greater  than  thoM 
indnred  bj  fonr-flftlu  of  the  peraons  inoJnded 
a  ttto  provtoiona  of  the  bilL  And  if  thej  nif- 
lared  as  muoh  in  the  Bune  oanae,  yfhj  are  the 
Moiefita  of  the  bill  to  be  given  to  one  wt  of 
oen,  And  tiot  given  to  anouier  t  Wh j  extend 
Jkem  to  the  time  of  the  disbanding  of  the  gen- 
iraJ  amtf,  and  not  inelade  those  who  were  re- 
;aiii«diiith«seTviMt>eroDdtbatpM^odt  The 
bw  left  of  Ihaaa  men  rende  in  the  Wwt;  and 
it  is  not  to  be  expeei«d  that  Western  Senators 
wonld  ait  stiU,  and  not  Monro  to  tbeir  eooatitn- 
enta  that  to  wfakh  th^  are  m>  jostlj  entitled. 

Mr.  RoBunoH  eiproaaed  hie  rea^eas  to  ao- 
oopt  tho  BDggMlion  to  ambraee  Uiese  persons  in 


Mr.  GnlnrDT  Uieo  moved  to  amend  the 
MneDdment  aooordinglj,  ^le  ametidniant,  as 
modified,  read»— 

**  And  oScers  ftnd  soldiers  who  served  nnder 
Generkls  Wsjne,  CIsrke,  Hsrmar,  Hamtramclc,  and 
St.  CUIr,  in  the  Northwestern  Territory',  and  in  the 
Iii£*a  wtrs,  sfWr  tha  revdntlok." 

Mr.  BuTOH  repeated  the  history  of  the  ser- 
vices of  General  CUrke,  and,  as  tne  boar  had 
expired  for  moroiog  bnaioes^  moved  to  lar  the 
bill  on  the  table ;  oarried  in  the  affirmative — 
jMS  25. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Fobsttb,  it  was 
Retetved,  That  tht  Pnsident  tM  reqnestad  to 
oanmmdcate  with  the  Seiule  all  the  Instroetioai 
^*en  bj  tUa  OoverDQMDt  to  our  UinisCen  to  Sreat 
Britain;  and  all  the  omretpAndencs  of  our  Minis- 
ten  OB  the  sohjset  of  the  oolonial  and  West  India 
(rada,  mue  the  third  of  Uaroh,  1S26,  not  hereto- 
fare  oommoniMted,  so  bi  sa  the  pabllo  interest 
will,  in  hisjudpnant,  permit. 


TBDHasDAi,  April  IL 
JifeoAt(i0na«y  Pmrimt, 

ICr.  Foot  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  oonsideratioD  of  the  bill  eopplementarj  to 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  arm;  of  the  revolntion. 
He  stated  that  he  was  yesterday  appealed  to  by 
an  old  soldier,  who  be^t^  ^  know  if  Congress 
was  aboat  to  pass  an;  bill  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  had  performed  revolnlionar;  ser- 
vioes.  If  not  be  s^d,  he  hoped  they  would 
pass  a  bill  to  hang  all  tiiis  doss  of  men,  and  re- 
ueve  them  from  their  miser;  at  once. 

The  qneation  was  carried — yeas  18,  nays  12. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Ur.  Robibson 
bdng  under  consideration,  which  read  as  fol- 

"And  oOeera  and  soldiers  who  served  under 
Qtnenli  Wayne,  Clarke,  Harmar,  HamtranKk,  and 
Bt.  Cliir,  in  tba  Iforthweitem  Territory,  and  la  the 
lodian  wars,  after  the  revolution" — 

Itr.  Wbite  moved  further  to  amend  the 
■nendmont,  by  adding  the  fbllowiog  words ; 

"  And  any  other  parson  who  was  in  service  an- 
te Vm  aatbority  of  the  Unitwl  Btatat,  against  any 


tribe  or  naUon  of  Indians,  previous  to  the  Ist  of 
January,  nBC." 

Kr,  WntTK  was  unwilling  that  all  the  citizens 
of  the  Northwest  abonld  be  included  in  the 
bill,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of  the  Booth- 
west.  He  feared  that  the  Senate  would  get  off 
from  the  true  principle.  If  the  object  ot  pen- 
siouiog  is  to  provide  for  those  who  are  dis- 
abled, or  who  are  in  aircnmstances  too  indigent 
to  permit  them  to  provide  for  themselves,  hit 
amendment  wonid  not  violate  this  principle. 
Bnt  if  the  Senate  are  to  abandon  this  ground, 
it  was  bnt  just  that  all  sections  of  the  conntrjr 
should  share  alike. 

Ur.  Fbblirobutbei)  expressed  his  appreheU' 
eion  that  the  bill,  thns  saddled  down  with 
arneudments,  mirht  be  destroyed,  and  that  this 
amBDdment  of  tne  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  offered  in  no  spirit  of  friendship  for  the 
bill.  It  was  impo^ble,  too,  to  resist  these 
amendments.  No  one  pretended  to  doubt  the 
meritorious  services  of  the  persons  included  in 
these  amendments.  Bnt  he  had  always  nnder- 
Btood  that  it  was  fonnd  neceeaarr  to  adopt  a 
principle  of  discrimination ;  and  if  no  soffloient 
reason  existed  fbr  this  discrimination,  tiie  bill 
ODght  to  be  made  still  more  oxtenrive  than  it 
is.  The  BMitieman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gitini- 
nr)  had  inquired  tiie  other  day,  why  the  bill 
stopped  with  the  revolntionar;  war.  It  stepped 
there  because  it  was  the  termination  of  wM 
war ;  because  it  was  the  revolution ;  and  be-  ■ 
cause  the;  who  fought  to  accompli^  that  glo- 
rioas  event,  oonld  not  property  be  classed  with 
the  men  in  1795,  who  were  fighting  for  a  oer< 
tain  pay.  The  men  of  the  revolnUon  contend- 
ed for  every  thins  that  was  dear  to  them — 
home,  hearth,  ana  freedom.  They  fbnght  for 
a  Govemment;  they  fought  for  their  aoolal 
rights ;  and  they  achieved  every  thing  by  their 
own  toils  and  their  own  blood.  The  discrimi- 
nstion  ia  as  broad  as  daylight  oan  mako  it,  or 
as  l>etween  any  two  classes  of  scddiers ;  the 
one  fighting  for  a  sore  and  daily  consideration, 
and  the  other  for  Government  and  social  inter- 
course. For  whom  has  the  bill  made  pro- 
vision I  For  those  who  are  emphatloally  "  rev- 
olntioaary  pensioners."  The  militia  bad  car- 
ried on  everywhere  a  partisan  war,  with  quite 
as  much  losd  of  property  and  blood ;  and  it  bad 
been  a  subject  of  frequent  inqnir;  why  the 
militia  were  not  all  placed  on  the  same  footing 
with  those  provided  for  by  the  bill.  Gentle- 
men from  most  of  the  States  have  been  iu- 
struotod  to  see  justice,  thongh  late,  done  to 
this  class  of  soldiers,  wiu>  had  been  engaged  in 
a  contest  for  freedom,  snoh  as  was  never  wit- 
nessed in  the  world  before.  If  these  men  can 
show  that  they  have  rendered  revolutionary 
services,  let  them  do  so.  But  if  tlie  bill  is  to 
l)e  so  extended  as  to  reward  all,  why  should 
not  those  who  were  at  Kew  Orleans,  at  Tippe- 
canoe, at  Brldgewater,  and  at  man;  other 
places,  be  Indnded!  It  cannot  be  done.  In 
order  to  be  consistent  in  its  le^^ation,  tho 
Senate  must  r(|)oot  all  these  amendmenla,  end 
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Mnflae  th«  proviatons  <rf  the  bill  to  revolntioB- 
M7  MrTices,  With  tbeM  Tievs,  be  wonld  be 
compelled  to  toU  against  all  these  amend- 

Ur.  Gbttkct  admitted  that  the  r^eot^on  of 
the  amendment  would  make  the  legialation  of 
the  Senate  more  oonsistent  than  their  adoption. 
A  portiwi  of  the  troops  embraced  in  the 
amendmeat  of  hia  coUesgQ&  were  engaged  in 
rttTolationarjr  service.  And  what  difference, 
be  asked,  conld  there  be  between  those  en- 
gaged  in  the  rerdationuy  war  on  this  side  the 
monnttUas,  and  those  umilarl;  engaged  on  the 
other  side!  They  who  were  enga^d  on  this 
aide  were  oontending  against  the  British  sol- 
diers, while  those  on  the  other  were  fighting 
•gunst  the  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain.  He 
fltated  it  to  be  his  intention  to  vote  for  this 
amendmuit,  and  for  the  whole  amendment,  if 
this  should  be  adopted. 

Ur.  Smttei  said  tie  ahoold  vote  against  the 
amendment,  end,  afterwards,  agfunst  the  whole 
bill.  There  was  a  difference  between  the  ser- 
vice In  the  East  and  that  in  the  West,  which 
operated  in  hia  mind  against  the  amendment. 
When  Congress  o^ered  half  pay  for  life,  the 
Eastern  members  opposed  the  measore,  oa  the 
gronnd  of  the  impohoj'  of  introdnoing  B  system 
of  pensioning.  It  was  then  proposed  to  sive 
five  years'  foil  pay  to  tbe'oSoers  in  Uen  of  naif 
pay  for  lif&  and  Uios  to  avoid  pensions.  Now, 
the  gronnd  seems  to  be  completely  ohaog«d. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  behind  Lim, 
(Mr.  Qrdmdt,)  seemed  to  have  Callen  into  an 
error,  when  he  set  np  claims  for  one  partioolar 
part  of  the  Union.  The  Eastern  soldi^^  had 
tamed  ont  and  fonght  as  bravely  tu  the  militiB 
of  the  West.  But  the  fact  was,  that  there  had 
been  bat  very  few  militia  called  ont  in  the  Eaat 
after  1778 ;  and  the  Sonthem  war  was  fonght 
after  that  period.  The  militia  in  that  part  ot 
the  Union  were  then  c^ed  ont  in  great  nnm- 
bers,  BO  .that  both  udee  of  the  mountains  were 
abont  on  a  par. 

In  Uaryland,  the  militia  were  called  out  in 
1777,  and  but  few  were  called  afterwards  in 
tbe  Eaat  In  New  Tork,  the  Oonneodont 
^Dops  did  service.  After  that  time,  there  was 
oomparatirely  peace  on  this  aide  the  monn- 
tsdnB.  Bnt  tbe  Sonthern  militia  were  after- 
wards  called  ont,  and  constitnted  the  main 
force  of  that  section  of  conntry.  He  waa  op- 
pMed  to  tbe  bill  in  principle.  If  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted,  he  conld  see  no  good  rea- 
son why  the  soldiers  of  tbe  last  war  sbonld  not 
be  ioclnded.  Tliere  were  few  who  came  out  ol 
that  service,  daring  the  war,  who  did  not  leave 
it  in  a  state  of  poverty,  having  been  compelled 
to  look  to  their  own  means  for  tbeir  supporL 
But  it  was  not  so  with  those  who  came  ont 
after  the  war.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
£astem  men  acted  oorreotjy  iu  putting  a  stop 
to  pensions.  If  these  propositions  were  to  be 
carried  ont,  the  bill  would  empty  the  Treasury. 
There  was  a  plan,  when  he  came  into  OongresH, 
to  pennon  for  three  years,  gijiag  equal  to  half 
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pay,  which  would  have  caused  a&  cspenditor* 
of  abcnt  $500,000  a  year.  It  was  ruaed  ip  da 
House  to  tight  dollars  a  d«y,  and  wn  m 
ohODgcd  as  to  contemidate  an  annail  rapeifr 
tnre  of  two  ndllipns.  It  waa  always  the  csn 
that,  when  there  wo*  «  epene  TreMory,  Oi» 
areas  became  suddenly  ana  rigid] 
but  when  there  waa 
Treasury,  every  one  ii         ,  ,       „ 

peuditnie.  This  biU  would  lead  to  a  heavy  ci- 
penditore,  not  for  one  year  only,  bnt  for  eray 
year.  He  had  gone  into  the  war  with  nine 
thouaand  ponnda  of  bis  own  moBey,  and,  wh«n 
he  came  out,  he  had  nothing. 

Ur.  Wbiti  said  that  his  Mend  from  Kmr 
Jeraey  waa  right  in  tbe  suppontion  tbat  bl 
(Ur.  W.)  had  not  offered  his  amendment  «itb 
any  view  to  impede  the  bill.  His  objaai  ira^ 
if  the  bill  was  to  pass,  to  make  its  opntiM 
jnst  and  eanal,  as  rt^tfds  all  portjona  of  tlw 
conntry.  if  the  amendment  he  had  (Aend 
were  adopted,  he  should  not  be  any  more  di» 
poaed  to  vote  for  the  bilL  He  beUeved  Ihtf 
the  bill  now  was,  *»  Iclo,  false  in  priuci^; 
bnt,  althon^  wrong,  if  it  whs  to  pasa  It 
would  carry  ont  the  principle  so  as  to  nun  it 
apply  to  all—to  the  militia  of  the  Weet  *■  n^ 
as  to  all  others.  It  was  not  a  correct  scjipo- 
sition  that  this  amendment  was  foocded  ws 
principle  distinot  from  that  of  the  bilL 

Ur.  BcOKKKB  thonght  the  smendmenl  ««Bt 
too  &r.  He  was  not  quite  prepared  toskytiut 
he  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  onpisl 
shape,  bnt  he  could  not  help  aaying  that  b) 
thouRht  the  whcde  system  was  wrong.  He  n> 
not  disposed  to  sdi^  a  pension  system  beyoeJ 
those  who  had  been  injured  in  the  serrice  vf 
their  country.  Any  tbing  beyond  that,  he  co- 
sidered  to  be  bad  p<dicy.  Bnt  as  the  proviocas 
of  the  law  have  Men  extended,  in  soma  de- 
gree, beyond  this  principle,  he  saw  no  ^' 
ment  reason  why  this  principle  or  good  fediiif 
ahonld  not  be  extended  t6  the  mmtia  ot  tlut 
period,  ■ 

On  motim  of  Ur.  Johbbtoii,  fifteen  bundrtd 
extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Sdeot  C^ 
mittee  on  the  apportionment  bill  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

TBDuaDAT,  April  13. 

Appropriation  BiU. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  rf  ^ 

ViuAa,  the  oon^deration  (J  the  bill  i°*^ 

appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  EToileil 

States  for  the  year  1882. 

Extra  Comptntation  to  th«  Territ^^  J"^ 

Dot]/. 

Ur.  SioTH  then  moved,  after  reading  a  letter 

trom  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  an  ameDdin^>>  ^ 

tbe  following  effect : 

'or  ipadsl  serricea  periormed  by  i-  ^  ^^ 
Dsq.,  fbr  semoes  and  expenses  in  holdiag  ■  o^ 
for  tbe  trial  of  Wiuwbago  ludiaus  at  Fniri*  * 
Chien,  %ii%  AO. 
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ibat  tiia  Mrrioea  were  vithin  tbe  proper 

Jndge  Dotr'a  ja^dal  dutf,  and  Uiat  he  wu 
more  eotitled  to  extra  paj  than  he  iroold  be 
ibr  hia  tavern  ezpenaas  and  traTellinR  to  boj 
eonrt  in  bu  immediate  distriot.  On  vie  other 
hand,  the  sapport^v  of  the  amendment  insisted 
that  the  Judge  waa  not  bound  to  go  to  Prairie 


dn^,  which  was  eqjtrined  on  him  bj  the  War 
Department,  be  was  entitled  to  extra  paj. 
The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mitiivn  to  Qttaltmala, 

Ur.  OiJkT  then  rose  to  ask  the  attrition  of 
tbe  Senate  to  an  ^>pTOT«iatJon  propoeed  fbr  the 
diplomatio  serrioe,  which  he  deemed  to  be 
who]]]'  nnneceasorj'.  It  was  for  the  outfit  and 
■alary  of  a  charge  d'a{[)dr«a,  at  Qnatemala. 
On  a  former  occanon  he  bad  stated  to  the  Ben- 
ate  his  belief  that  the  pnblic  aerrioe  did  not 
require  os  to  be  represented  at  that  GoTem- 
ment.  A  ohorgi  had  been  nominated  dniing 
(be  present  sewion;  no  diseussion  bad  taken 
filaeeon  thenomination-  and  he  (Hr.  0.)  being 
sbmnt  from  his  seat  at  the  time,  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  making  iixdi  ezplanattona  as  he  he- 
Ueved,  if  made,  would  have  prevented  tbe  con- 
firmation of  the  appointment.  Tbe  agent, 
however,  bad  not  left  the  United  States,  and  it 
•was  not  now  too  late  to  correct  the  eril.  With 
reepect  to  the  cbargd  himself^  hft  believed  no 
ot^eotion  eoidd  be  made ;  the  gentleman  wonld 
do  quite  as  well  aa  many  others  who  bad  l>een 
i^>pointed — stood  in  some  sort  of  family  rela- 
Uonahlp  to  him,  and  had  tieen  particulariy  dis- 
tingnished  by  bis  leal  In  the  oanse  of  tbe  pres- 
ent AdroiniBtration.  The  gentleman,  moreover, 
reeided  In  the  same  town  with  himself^  and  had 
been  a  candidate  to  renresent  his  distriot  in  the 
present  Congress,  in  wliich  contest  he  had  been 
beaten  loroe  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  votes. 
That,  however,  fonned  no  sort  of  objAtion  to 
him :  tiie  only  qnestion  was,  the  ofBce  that  had 
been  conferred  on  him  was  not  needed  for  the 
pabKc  service.  On  this  autject  be  felt  some- 
what soHcitons,  because  the  offic«  was  one  of 
thoae  which  the  last  Administration  proposed 
to  retrench ;  and  If  the  present  Administration 
did  not  mean  to  redeem  the  pledges  of  re- 
trenchment and  reform  tbat  brought  them  into 
office,  it  waa  to  be  htmed  they  would  leave 
QQ^rturbed  those  tiiat  bad  been  contemplated 
by  tbe  last. 

Ur.  T.uiwnx  fbund  himself  very  mnoh  In 
the  situatiOD  of  the  Senator  flrora  Maryland. 
He  fblt  oonstruned  to  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion to  pay  tbe  salary,  as  the  Senate,  by  its 
own  act,  had  created  the  offloe  which  it  was 
attempted,  by  a  aide-blow,  to  lop  off.  The 
Senate  was  not  at  liberty  to  refuse  tlie  appro- 
priation for  an  oflloe  ita  own  rote  had  assisted 
En  establishing  within  the  present  session. 
Howfkr  would  the  sentleman  from  Kentucky 
carry  ont  his  principle }    Would  be  apply  it,  i^ 


in  his  opinion,  neoessary,  to  tbe  salaries  ot 
offioers  created  by  law  t    And  yet  this  wonld  l>e 


,t«d.  tbe  Senate  had  confirmed,  thereby 
creating  the  ofBce,  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, acting  on  this  ereation  ot  c^ce,  bad 
aent  to  the  Senate  an  appropriation  to  pay  tbo 
salary  which  it  was  then  proposed  to  strike 
ont  Mr.  T.  could  not  oonsent  to  sanction  a 
prindple  of  this  aort.  When  the  nominatioa 
waa  before  the  Senate,  he  entertuned  tlie  same 
view  with  regard  to  it  as  expressed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  KentDoky ;  he  could  not  see  any  rea- 
son for  sendhig  a  MintHt«r  to  this  Uovermnent, 
if  a  Government  it  was  at  sJL  But,  inasmuch 
as  there  bad  t>een  a  Minister  there  for  many 
years  previous,  and  not  a  single  suggestion  was 
mode  before  tiie  committee  as  to  the  inutility 
of  the  mlsnon,  be  did  not  deem  it  neoesasry  to 
oalt  upon  the  Ezecntive  for  additional  imbr- 


ified  that  his  old-iasbioned  sentfrnents  bad  been 
so  wdl  snstained  by  tlta  chainnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations,  (Mr.  Taowxlu) 
He  should  begin  to  think  himsdf  a  very  cor- 
reot  and  consistent  politidau.  For  examnte, 
when  the  Panama  mistion  was  under  oonsiaer- 
ation,  be  thonght  it  inexpedient,  and  voted  in 
favor  of  the  resolnticois  presented  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations,  in  opposition  to 
the  maasnre.  When  the  only  affirmative  prtn>- 
ontion  was  on  the  table,  the  creation  ot  the 
ICnisters,  he  voted,  with  the  chairman  of  that 
committee,  ogunst  the  meaanre ;  but  when  the 
bill  came  fVvm  the  House  of  RepreaeutatiTeB, 
after  the  officers  had  been  created,  making  an 
appropilatlon  fn-  their  salariea,  he  (Mr.  H.) 

Sve  uie  only  oonaistent  vote — be  voted  to  pay 
am.  Tben,  like  Ma  Senator  from  Vi^pnia 
on  the  presuit  oocatdon,  he  did  not  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  refuse  tbe  salaries  after  the  Senate 
had  created  the  offices ;  and,  now,  he  must  in- 
form the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  he  ahonld 
vote  on  the  same  principle. 

Mr.  TAZBtmtx  observed  that  nothing  in  bis 
course  conld  authorize  a  oompariaon  between 
liim  and  the  Senator  ttoia  Maine,  either  as  re- 
garded consistency  or  any  thing  else.  The 
remarks  of  that  gentleman,  however,  called  fiN" 
a  reply  on  another  poinl  There  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  Panama  mission  and  tha 
present  one.  If  the  gentleman  from  Maba 
would  turn  to  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belations,  made  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to,  he  would  find  tbat  the  main  difficult 
urged  in  the  report  was  the  unoongtitutionallty 
of  the  mlesion.  The  committee  behoved  th^ 
OongresB  possfesed  no  authority  to  send  Minia- 
ters  to  a  congress  of  nations.  Di&briug,  there- 
fore, from  a  majority  of  the  SenAta,  be  had 
voted  against  the  measure,  in  all  its  stages ; 
first,  against  the  creation  of  the  offices.  The 
House  of  Representatives,  conourriog  with  the 
m^oiity,  mado  the  appropriation  to  pay  the 
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BslsrieB  of  the  Uinisters  that  had  been  appoint' 
ed ;  and  Le,  for  one,  believing  tliot  the  Execu- 
ttve  (Uid  Senate  Lad  no  corutitDtiooal  right  to 
institute  the  mission,  voted  agaioBt  it.  That 
was  one  difference  between  the  Panama  mis' 
aion  and  the  present  one ;  for  no  one,  for  a  mo- 
ment, wonld  enppose  that  the  PretideDt  and 
Benato  bad  not  a  right  to  send  a  Ministei 
Central  America. 
Hr.  Bbnton  rase  to  make  some  obwrvationa 


Btotea  and  Onatamals.  It  was  alleged  that  this 
oommerce  wai  too  incon«derable  to  merit  the 
misaioD  of  a  oharg^  d'afiUret ;  that  the  profits, 
in  fact,  of  the  whole  commerce,  woald  not  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  misdon.  This,  Mr.  B. 
waB  very  oertsin,  was  a  great  mistake.  He 
held  in  his  hand  the  docament  of  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  <^  the  Uiiit«d  Btatee  for 
the  year  1630— the  lost  tiui  was  printed.  Kr. 
S.  then  read  from  the  docnment,  to  show 
that  the  whole  imports  from  Guatemala  were 
$302,820 ;  and  of  this  amonnt,  ahont  $140,000 
ooQsisted  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  ballion. 
The  domestic  exports  were  $186,000,  which  he 
aaid  were  four  times  as  great  as  the  domeeUc 
exports  to  Russia,  and  eight  times  as  great  as 
thej  were  to  Fmsaia.  The  foreign  exports 
sent  teota  tho  United  Btotes  yten  $110,000;  so 
tbatv  if  there  was  aaj  thing  in  Qie  balance  of 
trade,  here  was  a  baluioe  of  about  $60,000  in 
favor  of  the  United  States.  He.  B.  tbonght 
this  commerce  whs  well  worth  attending  to 
ttow ;  and  as  Oaat«mala  was  a  joong  and  a 
growing  country,  it  must  soon  be  much 
considerable,  if  cheri^ed  and  preserved. 
B.  would,  therefbre,  cordially  vote  in  favor  of 
the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
the  miision. 

Ifr.  Bibb  made  a  few  obaerratioDs  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  motion,  expreasiDg  his  hope  that 
what  had  been  done  in  this  case  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, would  not  be  reversed  in  this  manner.  He 
considered  the  matter  as  now  placed  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Benate.  The  right  of  ap- 
pointing to  foreign  missions,  and  of  receiving 
fordgn  ITmisters,  be  viewed  as  an  exolosive 
right  ^)perti^ing  to  tbe  Preddent.  In  the 
present  instance,  Che  ^ate  had  confirmed  the 
nomination,  and  the  other  Konse  having  appro- 

priat«d  the  me .  .. 

Senate  could  n< 


Ur.  Ohaiibkbs  gave  the  reasons  which  would 
compel  him  to  vote  against  the  motion.  He 
regretted  that  it  had  been  made  at  this  time. 
If  the  statements  of  the  Senator  had  been  made 
at  another  time,  tbey  would  doobtlBBs  have 
influenced  his  Tote,  and  probably  the  nomina- 
tion would  have  met  with  a  different  fate, 

Hr.  FuBSTTB  spoke  briefly  in  oppoution  to 
tlie  motion.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  to 
refose  the  appropriation  so  immediately  after 
oonflnning  tae  nomination,  wonld  ei}>0Be  Uie 
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Senate  to  some  censure.  It  was  sud  that  lliii 
mission  was  unneoeBsarj.  The  nominatjon  wh 
made  to  replace  the  Uinister  appointed  lut 
session.  There  had  been  plenty  of  tinw  U 
'inquire  into  the  necessity.  "Why  Lad  llien 
been  no  call  for  information,  after  what  tbt 
President  bod  stated  on  the  subject  inhuu- 
nual  Message  t  [Here  Mr.  F.  read  an  eitnd 
from  the  Message  on  the  subject  of  our  reli> 
tions  with  Guatemala.]  He  thought  the  mil- 
lion was  necessary,  and  tliat  the  appropriitiin 
ought  not  to  be  refused,  wLthont  a  soSdut 
reason  toeing  given. 

Mr.  Ebioht,  with  a  view  to  give  time  to 
make  some  further  examination,  moved  tint 
the  Senate  now  aii^oura— yeas  18,  naysil. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cui'i 
motion,  to  strike  out  the  appropriation,  ud 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  folloWB : 

TKis.—Hessrt.  CIsy,  Clajton,  Bring,  Fn^ 
JohuEtoD,  Nondsiu,  Bobblui,  Beymoar — 8. 

tf  :1TB.— Ue»i.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Boct 
ner,  Chuiben,  I>*llss,  IHckeison,  IhidlG;,Foiijtk, 
Frehnghnywu,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Bill.  Sint, 
Sing,  Enigfat,  Uaiunmi,  Harcy,  Miller,  Fnilia^ 
Robinson,  Smith,  Taievell,  Tipton,  Tomliiam 
Iroup,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins— 80. 

Fbidat,  April  18. 

JftMtm  to  Belfiwn, 

Mr.  Clat  tlien  moved  to  amend  the  bill  V 

striking  out  so  mnob  as  provides  for  a  Miil^ 

■    Belpum. 

He  expressed  his  perfect  belief  that  the  pat- 
ent Administration  and  tbeir  friends  were  ua- 
to  fiilGl  all  the  pledges  of  reform  which 
tbey  had  given;  and  he  was  now  about  lo  , 
afford  them  an  opportunity  in  the  amendment 
he  had  proposed!  Here  was  a  propodtion  lo 
create  a  mission  to  a  new  power.  Had  it  bwB 
a  republic  instead  of  a  monarchy,  he  nigU 
perhap#  have  felt  a  little  more  willingness  to 
make  the  appropriation.  As  to  the  gentlenul 
who  was  likely  to  receive  the  appointmenl>if 
nade,  he  disclaimed  any  unkind  feeliogs.  He 
'egarded  him  as  a  gentleman  well  quumedta 
do  honor  to  the  country ;  and  if  the  miaim 
"^  to  be  created,  be  would  vote  with  pl«sfr 

for  his  ^tpointment    But  thiswasftW 

courL  Hie  ink  was  not  dry,  the  montrd 
hardly  on  the  tlirone,  the  sceptre  scarcely  is 
his  baud.  He  had  not  even  deigned  M  san 
any  one  to  this  conntry.  He  would  nimw' 
prefer  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Esnsestic  B«- 
public,  than  to  this  npstart  king  of  Belgii^ 
who  was  not  seated  on  the  throne  by  the  tn'' 
of  the  people,  but  by  the  act  of  s  fev  bot- 
ereigns.  If  this  mission  were  to  be  sustslDW 
on  tne  gronnd  that  the  value  of  the  trade  n- 
qnired  it,  for  the  same  reason  one  might  H 
sent  to  the  Pope,  to  Austria,  and  all  the  otlitf 
powers. 

He  hoped  that  as  the  Benate  had  not  M 
passed  on  this  tnlafdon,  there  would  be  no  a'*' 
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joction  to  the  motioii.  He  was  aware  that 
circnmataDces  eiisted  which  would  preTent 
him  from  going  ioto  details,  which  were  before 
the  Senate  io  another  chftraoter.  and  he  would 
therefore  refrain.  He  reminded  the  8enst«  of 
the  dlflbreat  situation  of  thiB  mission,  to  that 
of  the  chargS  to  Unatemala.  In  one  case  the 
officer  had  been  confirmed,  bnt  in  the  other  the 
mia«ioa  had  t4)  tw  created. 

Mr.  Hatnb  expressed  his  Tsadineu  to  redeem 
any  pledge  which  he  bad  given  on  the  sabject 
of  reform  and  retrenchment;  and  If  all  the 
pledges  shonld  not  be  redeemed,  the  fault 
ahonld  not  rest  with  bim ;  and  in  doing  this. 
he  was  disposed  to  keep  in  view  the  celebrated 
report  of  the  committee  of  wbtcb  the  Senntor 
from  Missouri  was  the  chairman,  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  Eiecntive  patronage. 

But  when  the  gentleman  tram  KentuclcT'  ap- 
plied the  pledge  to  this  por^olar  case,  he  must 
firat  be  satisfied  that  it  is  a  oase  which  oonea 
within  the  sphere  ot  that  pledge.  If  this  mis- 
rion  could  l>e  shown  to  be  nnaeoessarr,  be 
irould  be  willinR  to  vote  agunst  it ;  or  if  it 
could  be  shown  Uiat  It  conld  be  satisfied  ont  of 
tlie  contingent  fund,  he  might  still  go  against 
it  His  vote,  on  the  last  question,  was  given 
on  the  gronnd,  as  taken  by  the  ohurman  of 
the  Committee  on  Fureisn  Relations,  that  the 
eontin^nt  fond  was  afipiicable  to  the  partjou- 
lar  object  of  appropnation.  Here,  however, 
there  was  no  contingency.  A  nomination  had 
been  made.  The  appointment  of  a  Minister 
was  already  decided  on.  If  the  President  and 
Congress  should  he  of  the  opinion  that  the  mis- 
sion is  necessary,  the  appropriation  would  be  a 
necessary  consequence.  It  came,  then,  to  this 
question,  whether  the  mission  was  necessary  or 
not  As  the  sabject  was  pending  before  the 
Senate,  in  their  executive  character,  he  felt 
bimsalf  greatly  embarraaied  in  discussing  the 
subject ;  and  restricted  as  he  was,  he  could 
only  generally  express  a  few  hints.  This  was  a 
case  in  which  there  had  been  a  division  of  a 
kingdom  into  two  kingdoms,  and  it  was  impor- 
tant that  this  connby  should  be  represented  in 
both,  in  order  to  prevent  J eaJonsies,  and  to  pro- 
tect our  interesta, 

Mr.  FoinYTR  s^d  he  did  not  know,  from  any 
information  In  his  possession,  that  the  mission 
was  oecessory.  On  the  contrary,  he  miRht  be 
rather  led  to  a  different  conclusion,  fiat  he 
understood  that  other  information  bad  been  re- 
ceived, which  would  prove  its  neoesuty,  and 
he  shonld  therefore  vote  for  the  iwprtmriatdcin. 
He  then  corrected  what  he  consiaered  to  be  a 
mistake  of  tho  chiurman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  relative  to  the  contingent 
fbad.  It  had  been  applied  fbr  outfits,  hot  im- 
properly BO.  The  continent  fund  was  for  the 
expenses  of  intercourse,  m  the  shape  of  pres- 
ents, olflc«r3  on  public  days,  servants  of  foreign 
Ministers,  postages,  newspapers,  the  collection 
of  information,  stationery  and  books,  and  ex- 
penses attendant  on  moving  about  with  the 
court.    The  fund  i>  tmder  the  Immediate  oon- 
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trol  of  the  President ;  he  decides  on  its  appli- 
cation for  himself,  and  is  responsiblB  to  no  one. 
He  has  at  timea  used  this  fuod  to  pay  outfits, 
when  he  had  no  other  money.  The  expenaee 
of  this  mission  njighi  as  property  be  j>Md  out 
of  this  fnud,  as  thoee  of  the  outfit  to  franoe. 

Mr.  Glat  expreesed  pleasure  to  hear  that 
the  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina  was  ready  to 
redeem  his  pledgee ;  but  if  he  did  so,  he  would 
asanre  that  gentleman  that  he  wonld  find  him- 
self in  a  lean  minority.  There  were  two  ways 
of  redeeming  this  pledge :  one,  by  paring 
down  existing  expenses;    and  the  other,  by 

K^venting  new  methods  of  eipenditare.    He 
ew  not  which  of  tlieee  modes  th«  gentleman 
would  select. 

Ur.  HA.TNB.    Both. 

Mr.  Clat  went  on  to  express  his  embcnrass- 
ment  in  tonching  this  snbjeot  of  the  mission, 
la  the  peculiar  positicot  in  which  the*  Senate 
was  placed.  Were  be  at  liberty,  he  could  ad< 
dace  reasons,  perh^M,  as  strong,  to  show  that 
this  mission  was  anneoeesary,  as  the  gentleman 
ttom  Sonth  Oarcdina  might  be  able  to  bring 
Ibrword  to  prove  the  contrary ;  and,  perhaps, 
the  weight  of  testimony  mi(^t  be  with  him. 
On  that  point  be  might  venture  to  refer  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. But  he  woe  not  desirous  to  strike  out 
an  appropriation  altogether.  His  object  was  to 
strike  it  out  of  this  hill ;  and  If  the  non^nation 
should,  on  on  examination  of  all  the  subject, 
be  confirmed,  it  might  be  inserted  in  another 
bill,  and  there  would  be  no  lack  of  opportunity, 
OS  the  Senate  wonld  have  enough  of  appropri- 
ation bills  before  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  MiLLEB  thought  that  a  Minister  ou^ht  to 
be  sent  to  Belgium,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Preddent,  nnleea  good  reason  could  be  ' 
shown  to  the  contrary.  We  hud  sent  Minis- 
ters to  Booth  America  while  that  oonntry  was 
in  a  state  of  convulsion ;  and  Ministers  were 
sent  to  OB  while  we  were  struggling  fbr  our 
freedom.  He  wished  the  matter  to  be,  at  onoe^ 
put  to  rest ;  and  if  a  full  discusdon  were  de- 
sired, it  was  easy,  at  once,  to  go  into  eieontive 
session,  act  upon  the  nomination,  and  then  re- 
turn into  leftislative  session,  and  pass  or  reject 
the  appropnation.  He  was  no  anti-mason,  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  have  his  month  mnz/led, 
and  to  be  compelled  to  sot  under  this  ban  of 
secrecy.  He  was  for  psffling  on  the  matter 
now.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senate  did 
not  mean  to  sit  here  through  the  dog  days; 
and  if  they  did  not,  there  would  be  no  ohanoe 
of  reinstating  the  appropriatitKi,  If  once  stricken 
out  He  oonclnded  with  an  allusion  to  the 
twenty-two  thoosand  five  hundred  dollars  paid 
for  a  Minister  to  England,  who  was  worth 
nothing,  as  an  It«m  more  deserving  of  reproba- 
tion than  this  item. 

Mr.  Wbbotib  mode  some  brief  remarks.  He 
had  not  understood  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky as  making  any  formal  motion,  and  he 
hoped  that  he  hod  not  done  eo.  He  tiiongbt 
there  was  no  preoedent  for  this  inexpedient 
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mode  of  brin^nK  tbe  Belgian  miadon  before 
the  Seoate.  We  Dad  been  called  upon,  in  con- 
joint sctkm  with  tbe  other  Hotue,  to  act  on 
the  eame  subject,  in  the  same  manner,  and  in- 
Tolvins  the  some  prinoiplea.  He  felt  the  aame 
here  as  be  wonld  have  felt  bad  he  been  in  the 
other  Eonse.  He  woold  have  voted  for  thli 
appropriatioQ  Id  the  other  Honee,  sod  be  ahoold 
do  BO  here.  The  appropriation  bad  been  aaked 
for  by  the  Ezeonuve,  and  be  was  willing  to 
giTe  it ;  and  the  giviw  it  woold  have  no  aBTcot 
on  Ida  Tote  when  he  inonld  oome  to  act  on  the 
nomination.  He  should  not  vote  for  the  nomi- 
nation any  the  aooner  becanse  the  espeniea 
were  provided  for. 

Ur.  Taziwux  erpieaBBd  a  different  view, 
oon^dering  tiiat  griutiDR  the  appropriadon 
created  tbe  office.    The  wLde  diffienlty,  in  bis 

Sjbitm,  arose  oat  of  the  Hooee  of  Representa- 
rea  dt^n^  what  they  bad  no  right  to  do,  by 
appropriating  money  for  an  office  which  bad 
not  yet  been  created — imagining  that  some 
anoh  office  was  aboot  to  be  oreated.  If  the 
6eiiat«  appoint  the  Minister,  the  appropriation 
mnst  be  made.  Bat  while  the  matter  ia  in 
pendency,  whether  the  misdon  shall  be  created 
or  not,  will  tlie  Senate  oreato  the  missioa  by 
appropriation  t  Sfaoald  the  nomination  be  con- 
firmed, he  wonld  OMnredly  vote  for  Qie  q>pro- 
ptiation ;  bat  be  ooold  not  so  vote  at  this 
momenL 
The  Senate  Uien  adjourned. 


UoiTOAT,  April  16. 
J^licLandt. 

Hr.  Out,  troia  the  Committee  on  UanniaO' 
tares,  to  whidi  the  oabject  had  been  referred 
b^  tlie  Senate,  made  a  report  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnblio  lands,  accompanied  by  a  bill  providing 
tlierefor. 

Tlie  biU  was  read  the  Srst  time;  and  the 
question  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  second 
reading, 

Mr.  Bkntoh  add :  He  wonld  not  bxinble 
himself  with  the  details  of  error  and  ii^nstice 
which  this  report  contained,  Massachusetts 
and  Mune  are  placed  on  an  equality  with  Vir- 
ginia, who  had  made  such  a  geuerons  oesrion  of 
territory,  Uasaachusetla  h^  retsined  thirty 
thousand  square  miles,  and,  after  giving  a  por- 
tion of  these  lands  to  Mune,  bad  dis^Med-iof 
the  rest  at  fifteen  and  twenty  cents  the  acre. 

The  whole  of  this  report  oe  characterized  as 
prooeediog  on  the  principle  of  money — money 
' — money.  Money  must  be  wrong  from  the 
soil,  to  prepare  aguost  the  contingency  of  a 
new  war.  Instead  of  looking  to  money  for 
this  provision,  regard  shonld  be  had  to  popula- 
tion, to  an  increase  of  man — tree  man,  as  the 
beat  reaourca  in  such  a  contingency.  He  who 
moat  efficiently  defends  the  country,  was  not 
the  manufactorer,  bat  the  ion  of  the  man  who 
(alls  the  BoiL     The   present  propoaition   be 


viewed  as  one  to  take  money  from  the  han^  d 
the  people.  The  principle  which  pervided  it 
was  that  the  revenue  most  be  kept  up,  if  tb 
money  were  Qirown  into  the  Potomac  Tbne 
was  to  be  no  redaction  in  the  prim  of  the  nO, 
althongh  originally  it  bdongea  to  other  own- 
ers, and  notwithstanding  a  great  portion  is  nav 
tetnmed  by  the  receivers  as  not  worth  nun 
than  fiva  cents  the  acre.  He  rrfierred  the  En- 
ate  to  the  mode  in  which  the  wild  land*  •«■ 


waa  the  practice  in  the  now  world.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  proclamation  of  the  King  of  Ta- 
rn*, offering  lands  to  settlers,  and  to  the  psc- 
tioe  of  the  Koman  repablio  in  the  diviMoa  id 
the  lands.  The  Senate,  be  anggeated,  gbaall 
adopt  the  practice  in  the  oolony  of  liberie 
where  every  ctdored  settler  is  allowed  to  dnw 
for  a  town  lot.  He  was  a  friend  to  hamsidb, 
bat  he  was  not  diqMwed  to  eberiab  the  Usc^ 
and  sai»iBoe  the  white  man.  Becanse  than 
were  foond  in  the  seven  new  Statea  one  hsa- 
dred  and  forty  thousand  peraona  bone  en  Ike 
tax  listj  who  were  not  land  owners,  tbsf  m 
stigmatised  as  deflolent  in  tudnstrj.  Hut  h* 
denoimced  as  a  wrong.  The  lands  in  the  nn 
States  were  not  worth  the  price  mt  which  thef 
are  now  held  by  the  Government,  BeoMTcn 
had  aaid  that  there  were  milliona  of  acres  net 
worth  five  oents  an  acre.  Every  thing  w« 
worth  pre^usely  what  it  wonld  fetch,  lit 
stoiy  of  specnlatoiB  had  been  bron^t  forvnJ 
again.  The  objection  in  this  form  came  Iha 
the  speoalators  themselves,  from  those  who 
wanted  to  sell  their  land.  The  fact  was,  tb  . 
money  most  be  brought  from  the  new  Statst 
to  be  expended  elaewhere.  Every  thing  bii 
been  taxed  in  the  West,  and  taken  avs^  t* 
support  the  Federal  Govenunent     The  pino- 

Sle  of  federal  nombers  bad  taken  away  ereiT 
ollar  from  the  South  and  West,  and  carried 
them  to  the  Northeast  Instead  of  the  fedoil 
number^  the  eipenditare  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  sise  of  the  States. 

He  proposed  to  amend  the  motion  for  a  bs^ 
end  reading,  by  substitnting  a  reference  of  Hm 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Pablio  Lands,  «itfa 
instractioDs  to  report  a  hill  to  reduce  the  pii<s 
of  pablio  land^  &a. 

The  Chur  decided  that  this  motion  wonU 
not  be  in  order  nntjl  after  the  aeoond  readii^ 

Mr.  Berton  expressed  a  hope  that  the  ml 
wonld  never  reach  a  seoond  reading.  H* 
wished  to  know  if  a  motion  to  n||ect  the  Ul 
would  be  neoessary. 

The  Cbaib  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  waived  bis  motioo  to 
take  up  the  appropt-iation  bill,  in  a  ^lirit  of 
comity,  not  expeotiog  this  prolonged  debsla 
Be  would  now  movelto  lay  the  report  and  bill 
on  the  table.  \ 

The  yeas  and  nays  Hieing  desired  and  ordered, 
the  question  was  paiL  ud  deeded — yeai  Hi 
nays  J  9,  \ 

So  the  report  and  bill  rere  lud  on  the  taUa 
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Hr.  Olay  tiien  moved  the  prlDting  of  the 
documents,  sad  that  three  tuonsand  extra 
eopies  be  printed. 


TmesDAT,  April  17. 

Claim  Agenda  in  London  and  Parii. 

Hi.  Olat  rose,  and.  withoat  makiDg  an; 

Bpe^O  motton,  oalled  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 


accnracj^,  thej  originated  in  this  manner:  I>Dr- 
ing  the  oper^on  of  the  decrees  of  Bonaparte, 
ana  the  Orders  in  Connoil  of  Great  Britain,  a 
large  mass  of  claims,  growing  out  of  those 
meaanres,  had  acoamulated,  which  were  so  nn- 
merona  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  our  Min- 
isters to  attend  to  them.  In  order  to  aid  the 
Miniflters,  either  during  the  Administration  of 
Ur.  Jefferson,  or  at  an  early  period  in  Ur. 
Madieon'B  Administration,  these  agencies  sprang 
np.  He  believed  that  they  were  appointments 
nnanthoriied  hj  aaj  partionlar  law,  and  had 
nerer  been  mbmittad  for  the  cononrrenoe  of 
the  Senate.  As  to  England,  we  have  no  claims 
on  her  since  the  treaty  of  Ghent ;  none  to  the 
eettlonent  of  which  the  Minister  is  not  fnllj 
competent.  Onr  claims  on  Enstand  were  can- 
celled bj  that  treaty.  There  Bad  been  some 
necessity  for  the  oontinnanoe  of  the  agent  in 
Paris  nntil  Mr.  Rives  cooclnded  the  recent 
treaty  with  that  nation,  which  has  extingnished 
the  whole.  This  has  so  reduced  the  business, 
that  onr  Minister  in  Paris  can  ea«ly  attend  to 
all  tbo  claims  which  may  arise,  without  inter- 
fering with  his  ordinary  business.  It  seemed 
to  him,  therefore,  that  the  appropriation  was 
Dselees.  Should  the  Senate  concur  in  this 
Tiew,  some  gentleman  might  move  to  strike  ont 
tlie  danse.  He  was  not  certain  that  these 
agencies  were  not  given  to  our  consuls  in  these 
cities,  who  were  Dcth  worthy  men.  If  tills 
had  appeared  in  the  estimates,  he  would  have 
been  satisfied.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
tnie  eonise  would  be  to  allow  salaries  to  theee 
consuls,  and  not  to  give  them  these  agencies. 

Mr.  FosarrH  stated  that  originally  there 
were  three  of  these  agencies.  There  was  one 
in  Madrid,  which  had  been  dropped  some  years 
since.  The  agency  in  London  was  useless,  but 
the  fees  of  the  consul  were  so  inconsiderable, 
ao  totally  inadequate  to  the  support  of  an  indi- 
Tidual,  that  tha  Government  had  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  allow  all  that  oonld  be  allowed  to 
make  np  the  deficiency;  otherwise,  the  ofGce 
conld  only  be  filled  by  a  man  of  fortune.  As 
to  the  consul  at  Paris,  his  servioes  would  he  re- 
qnired  for  the  present  year,  as  he  has  the 
papers  in  his  possession,  to  lend  his  aid  to  the 
BcUlement  of  the  clums.  After  this  year,  he 
might  be  dispensed  with. 

Here  the  oonvenation  dropped. 


Chntingent  Eipen*a  of  &a  Judieiary. 

The  danse  making  an  ^>propriatJon  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Judiciary  Depart- 
ment, which  bsd  been  amended  in  the  commit- 
tee, by  increasing  the  appropriation  from  tlQO,- 
000  to  1360,000,  having  been  read, 

Borne  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of 
concurring  in  the  amendment.  It  was  opposed, 
on  the  gronnd  that  the  estimates  were  not  anffi- 
dently  ezpliait,  and  that  the  evidence  waa  In- 
sufficient 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Impracticability  of 
making  the  esttmatea  exactly  square  with  the 
sums  which  might  be  required,  was  urged.  *It 
was  stated  that  the  eontingenoies  of  this  de- 
partment were  always  flaotnaittog,  and  depend- 
ed on  (^rcumstanoes  net  to  be  foreseen  or  oca- 
trolled. 

The  question  was  decided  as  follows : 

Tiis. — Messrs.  Beoton,  Bibb,  Backner,  DaUai, 
Dudley,  Qrundf,  HeadiHcks,  Kane,  King,  Uangum, 
Mnrcf,  Eobioeoa,  Smith,  TiiitOD,  While— 15. 

Nirsi — Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewlne,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Hill,  Johmtou,  Sel- 
ler, Moore,  Poindeiter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Bprague,  Tazewell,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggamae,  Webster,  WilkiDi-— 21. 

So  the  Senate  refosed  to  oononr  ia  the  amend- 


WEniraeDAT,  April  IB. 
Vaeeinatioa  of  InAxaii*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wmm,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for 
extending  the  benefits  of  vaccination  amons 
the  Indians.  The  question  was  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  hill.  This  bill  led  to  a  discus- 
sion, which  consumed  the  whole  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BtrotNKB  opposed  the  bill  because  it  was, 
in  his  view,  a  bill  more  ftir  the  benefit  of  In- 
dian  agents  and  the  other  parties  designated  in 
the  bill,  than  for  the  advantage  of  the  Indians. 
He  considered  the  experiment  which  the  bill 
authorized  as  equally  useless  and  dangerous, 
and  one  to  which  force  alone  would  compel  the 
Indians  to  submit  He  questioned  also  the  oon- 
stitutional  power  of  the  Congress  to  take  this 
step,  any  more  than  to  make  an  appropriation 
to  check  the  progress  of  the  plagne  in  Algiers. 
He  contended  that  the  money  asked  for  woold 
be  insufficient,  and  that  Oongress  would  be 
subjected  to  fresh  calls.  He  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  bill  was  further  opposed  in  its  original 
form  by  Mr.  Bwino  and  otiiers,  on  the  ground 
that  it  gave  to  the  President  an  unrestricted 
right  to  appoint  agents,  and  to  extend  his  pat- 
ronage ;  that  it  opened  a  door  to  fraud  on 
the  Indians,  and  on  the  Oovdt'ument;  and  that 
it  was  more  likely  to  convert  the  Indiana  into 
enemies  than  Mends.  .  , 
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Od  the  other  faaod,  it  was  contended  by  Mr. 
Wmn  and  others  tbat  this  was  a  meaBore 
called  for  hj  hnmanity  and  eipedienoy ;  the 
gloomj  piotore  of  the  miserable  oooditioii  of 
the  Indians  who  were  afflicted  with  tbe  small 
pox,  djing  in  sncb  namberg  that  the  doad  lay 
nnburied,  from  a  printed  document  in  posaee- 
aion  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Spkaodb  ai^ed  that  the  bill  prorided 
against  an;  fraQdaleat  praotioes,  b;  authorizing 
the  employinent  of  regular  practitioners,  who 
wonld  not  stoop  to  the  practice  of  frauds. 

In  the  coarse  of  Che  debate,  an  incidental  dis- 
ensaion  arose  in  consequence  of  a  reference 
made  hj  Hr.  Foot  to  an  item  in  one  of  the 
dooaments  jnst  laid  on  tbe  table,  from  whioh 
it  appeared  that  certain  snros,  amounting  to 
116,000,  had  been  paid  to  John  H.  Eaton  and 
John  Ooffee,  as  oommisuoners  to  treat  with 
the  Chootaw  and  Ohiokasaw  Indians  in  1880 
and  1881.  This  clause  was  at  first  viewed  by 
Mr.  HATRxand  Ur.  Foot  as  evidence  that  these 
individuals  had  received  large  emoluments  from 
the  Treasury  as  commiasionere,  while  Mr. 
Eaton  was  receiving  a  salary,  as  Secretary  of 
War.  On  a  little  examination,  however,  it  Bfi- 
peared  that  this  sum  stated  was  the  amount 
paid  to  meet  the  expenses  of  making  the  treaty, 
and  that  Mr.  Eaton  hod  declined  receiving  any 
compensation  Bs  commissioner. 

Some  remarks  were  also  made  bearing  hard 
on  the  President  for  having  appointed  to  o£Bce 
men  who  had  been  rejectM  by  tbe  Senate.  It 
appeared  by  tbe  printed  documents  that  Whar- 
ton Rector,  Mr.  Stambaogh,  and  Mr.  Gardiner, 
all  of  whom  had  been  r^eoted  by  the  Senate, 
ha^  been  apppointed  by  the  President,  snbse- 

Jnently,  to  offices  of  trust ;  and  tbat  the  eipen- 
itnre  of  large  sums  bad  been  committed  to 
them.  This  practice  of  selecting  men  for  office 
who  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  was  de- 
nounced in  emphatic  terms  by  Mr.  Hathe,  Mr. 
Spbaocb,  and  others,  and  defended  by  Mr. 
FoRSTZR  and  others. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  read-. 
ing,  Mr.  Ewisq  moved  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
Btmctions  to  strike  ont  the  exceptionable  narts  of 
the  bill.  As  it  was  urged,  however,  ny  Mr. 
Wbiti,  that  tbe  bill,  unless  passed  immediately, 
would  not  effoct  the  humane  object  which  it 
had  in  view,  Mr.  Ewiho  withdrew  his  propori- 
tdou,  to  enable  Mr.  Wbitb  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  bad  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  so  as  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  amend  it. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  having  been  agreed 
to,  tbe  bill  was  amended  by  striking  oat  its 
second  section,  modifying  the  third  so  as  to 
authorize  the  calling  in  of  such  physicians  only 
as  are  resident  in  Uie  vieinity  of  the  Indians, 
or  on  the  frontier,  and  by  reducing  the  appro- 
priation from  $13,000  to  $6,000. 

In  this  form  the  amendment  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  aiid  the  bill  to  be  read  a  tUrd 
time: 

Tsu.— Mewcs.  Bell,   Benton,  Chambers,   Clay, 


gmeral  EautUm't  nioL 


Dallas,  Dudley,  EUii,  Ewiiif^.  Foot,  Torljth,  h» 
lioghuyeeo,  Orandj,  Bendricki,  Bjll,  JohnMa, 
Kane,  King,  Harcy,'  PreultBg,  Robbiaa,  Bobinsoi^ 
Buggies,  SejoioDr,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tod- 
linaon,  Wel»ter,  WfaiCe,  Wilkina— 30. 

Nats. — Hessn.  Bibb,  Buckner,  Dickeraon,  Hiyn^ 
Uangam,  Miller,  Moore,  Tatewell,  Upton,  Tykr, 
Wiggamau — 1 1 . 

Jtidieiaary  Erpentt*. 

Mr,  FoBarra  moved  to  reoonsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  Senate .  yesterday  refused  to  too- 
our  with  the  Committee  of  uie  Whole,  in  the 
amendment  to  the  general  appropriatioa  IhU, 
to  strike  oat  the  som  of  $190,000  for  tbe  oon- 
tingenciee  of  the  Judicial  Departnnnt,  and  ia- 
sert  |S0O,0OO. 

Eaving  made  the  motion,  Mr.  Forsttb  moTed 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  in  order  tiiat  it  migbt  b« 
taken  up  when  the  appropriation  bill  shonld 
agfun  be  before  the  Senate. 


Thcbsdat,  April  19. 
Appropriation  BiU. 


Qentral  Eoutton^t  Trial  for  Breach  of  PrwStgi 
in  Committing  an  Attault  and  BtxtUrg  mi  a 
MemAer  of  the  Hvutt  of  Itepreaeatative^ 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  delivered  a  meaaage 
from  the  House,  requesting  of  the  Senate  thit 
leave  be  given  to  four  of  Uie  members  of  this 
body — Fhji  &BPUDT,  TnoHAs  Ewiho.  Aimx- 
AHDEB  Bdoxnsb,  and  John  Tiptok,  to  attend 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  testimony  on  tbe  trial  of  Samnd 
Houston,  now  pending  before  the  House  for  a 
breach  of  privilege. 

The  Clerk  having  witi drawn, 

Mr.  Webbub  said  that,  as  this  -was  a  case  of 
emergency,  he  would  move  tbat  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Websteb,  leave  was  given 
to  tbe  Senators  named  to  attend  the  Honse  of 
Representatives. 

Mr.  Webbteb  then  moved  to  lay  the  appr^ 
priation  bill  on  the  table,  as  the  Senate  would 
probably  be  indisposed  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  in  the  absence  c^  the 
Senators.  He  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  mo- 
ment, at  tbe  request  of 

Mr.  FoBSTTB,  who  begged  leave  to  explain 
that  he  had  not  desired  to  impute  any  blame 
to  Congress  for  their  mterference  as  to  Ue  naty 
contracts.  But  be  wished  it  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  officer  was  correct  in  his  into'- 
pretatiou  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  Makottv  s^d  a  few  words  In  oppodtioe 
to  tbe  practice  of  throwing  reepoofflbility  on 
Oongreas  for  the  extravagance  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. He  regarded  the  whole  party  as  i«- 
Bponsible  for  tbe  acts  of  their  AdministratiiHi ; 
and  be  woold  rather  see  the  man  he  sapported 
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Cdown,  tb*D  protected  behind  sacli  a  shield. 
Prtwdttit  might  interpoM  bis  veto.  He 
ooDtended  that,  for  muif  years  past,  the  ten- 
dencj  of  onr  GoTernment  had  bwa  to  beoome 
worse  and  wotm;  and  if  he  and  the  other 
ftieada  of  the  AdmiDistration  were  to  shelter 
themselves  noder  the  idea  that  Coogress  was 
reqiotiMblo,  it  was  the  introduction  of  very 
dangeroas  principles.  He  thought  this  remark 
doe  to  the  cocntr;  which  be  represented.  He 
stnst  have  shat  bis  ejes  dose  and  long,  not  to 
bftve  seen  that  tho  Oovernment  was  getting 

Ur.  FoaaTTH  asked  whether  the  Administra- 
tion were  to  be  made  reroonrible  for  the  raolti- 
pliottUoQ  of  pensiona,  bhoald  the  President 
▼eto  the  law,  the  conntry  would  inunedtatel; 
rii^,  from  one  end  to  Uie  other,  with  the 
emdty  and  injastioe  of  wbioh  he  had  been 
gniltf  in  filching  the  little  pittance  from  these 
anfortaoBtA  peraoDH,  Every  Senator  knew  the 
nee  which  had  been  made,  to  the  ii^arj'  of  the 
Preeident,  of  hia  former  veto.  It  would  be 
£}and  that  the  Administration  were  in  a  mi- 
nority in  some  of  the  caaes.  Hr.  F.  moved  to 
I^  the  bill  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was 
carried  in  the  affirmaUre. 

Fbidat,  April  SO. 
Ifr.  OnmnT  stated  that  the  Senators  who 
had  yeeterday  obtoioed  leave  of  absence  to  at- 
tend the  trial  of  General  Houston,  had  received 
permission  from  the  House  to  return  to  the 
SeDate,  nntil  thej  ahoold  be  notified  that  their 
testimony  was  aboat  to  be  taken. 

^/■pniprMtim  Bi^ — Tb^emtt  of  the  Oovtntmen  L 

The  Senate  than  resumed  the  consideratioa 
of  the  bill  mating  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1883 — the 
qoestion  being  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  outfit  of  a  Minister  to  France. 

Kr.  Ghaiibbbs  regretted  that  the  Senate  had 
HClJODrned  yesterday  at  the  moment  be  had 
risen.  His  t^tAagj  for  saying  a  word  on  this 
subject  was  foondiu  the  eiample  of  the  cbiur- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  That  Sen- 
ator had  deplored,  in  vair  strong  terms,  the 
continuance  of  a  debate  which  must  delay  the 
pamge  of  this  bill,  so  necessary  to  meet  the 
most  pressing  wants  of  the  (Jovemment.  We 
had  all  yielded  to  his  pointed  remonstrance, 
and  the  bill  was  going  on  without  a  word  of 
debate,  when,  on  ^ing  it  np  yesterday,  the 
chairman,  witliont  the  slightest  provocation,  rose 
in  his  place,  and  in  great  excitement  delivered 
a  long  and  animated  argament  to  prove  the  es- 
travaganoe  of  the  last  Administration  and  the 
economy  of  this. 

[Mr.  Smitb  here  remarked  that  he  did  not 
attempt  to  show  extravagance  in  the  late  Ad- 
ministration.   He  had  no  snch  object.] 

Be  it  BO,  said  Ur.  0.  Let  the  Senator  be 
oonaidered  as  having  no  snch  object  as  to  orimi- 


'  nate  the  last  Administration,  and  solely  to  de- 
sign the  vindioation  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion fkim  the  charges  preferred  against  it.  He 
baa  interrupted  ^e  regular  progress  of  thia 
highly  important  bill  to  present  this  labored 
vindicatiott, 
jlfr.  Smith  here  siud  he  had  not  labored.] 
Then,  said  Hr.  G.,  it  most  be  conceded  that 
the  Senator  has  arrived  at  reeolta,  and  exhibited 
estimates  and  calculations,  without  labor ; 
which  certainly  no  other  member  can  prodnoa 
without  an  examination,  and  with  labor,  too, 
amongst  the  dooaments  and  State  papers.  Bnt 
whether  for  one  object  or  uiother — whether 
with  labor  or  without — his  coUeague,  disregard- 
ing, in  his  own  practice,  the  strong  admonition 
by  which  he  had  proposed  to  regulate  that  of 
others,  bad  challenged  this  debate.  It  was  not 
proper  to  allow  snch  a  discnsnon  to  end  where 
it  was.  ICr.O.  said  that  he  conld  not  consent  to 
permit  an  argament  which  he  deemed  so  falla- 
cious, to  go  out  to  the  public  without  commen- 
tary. Sir,  said  Ur,  0.,  the  issue  tendered  is 
not  the  true  one.  Let  the  people  know  how 
this  matter  stands,  and  they  will  be  at  no  loes 
to  find  a  right  verdict,  and  give  a  correct  judg- 
ment. What  is  the  trne  state  of  the  caset 
The  last  Administration,  pursuing  with  honest 

Eurpose,  and  by  accustomed  means,  the  best 
iterestsof  this  great  and  growing  nation,  were 
cultivating  all  the  sources  of  national  prosperity, 
and  faithfully  executing  the  legislative  will,  by 
a  prudent  application  of  the  resources  of  the 
ooontry,  which  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 

file  chose  to  place  at  tneir  disposal.  The  pnb- 
lo  debt  was  in  a  course  of  rapid  extinguish- 
ment, the  defences  of  the  country  were  extend- 
ed, the  facilitiee  of  interoommunioation  pro- 
moted, the  great  branches  of  public  prospwitj 
nurtured,  and  all  our  relations  at  home  and 
abroad  presenting  occasion  for  grateful  refieo- 
tion.  Inis  was  tbe  condition  of  things,  when 
the  last  Administration  found  itself  assailed  by 
that  political  party  which  rose  up  to  prostrate 
it,  and  finally  succeeded  in  ejecting  it  from  office. 
Here,  ur,  said  Mr.  0.,  (holding  up  tbe  I>ook 
oontuning  the  retrenchment  report,)  here  is 
the  text  ftom  which  that  party  drew  its  doc- 
trines ;  this  is  the  confession  of  faith  which 
that  party  subscribed ;  which  they  proclaimed 
in  six  thonsand  copies  of  this  report  &om  the 
House  of  Bepresentatires,  and  three  thousand 
from  the  Senate ;  which  they  published  in  every 
city,  town,  village,  and  cross-road,  to  the  Union, 

.  _  of  &ith 
by  which  thia  party  is  to 
be  tried.  The  present  President  was  unani- 
mously elected  as  the  organ  who  was  to  exe- 
cute all  their  projects.  He  was  not  slow  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  imposed  upon  him.  la 
his  opening  Message,  he  made  himself  sponsor 
for  uie  whole  party  and  its  creed,  when  he 
declared  that  "  retrenchment  and  reform  were 
inscribed  on  the  roll  of  Executive  duties  in 
characten  too  legible  to  be  misunderstood." 


.-glc 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

Apprnfriitiim  Bili—Expamtm  qf  llu  Gtwtrm 


The  trne  iwae,  then,  is  not  whether  this 
Administration  is  more  extravagsnt  than  the 
last.  If  it  be  OH  mneh  so,  this  text  book  will 
denonnoe  it  as  unfit  to  poasess  the  confidence  of 
the  p«ople.  It  would  be  no  difficult  proposi' 
tlon,  he  believed.  In  a  proper  place,  to  establish 
the  tad  ihtX  it  lud  expended  Isi^r  gnina  than 
the  former  Administratioo,  to  effect  precise!? 
umilar  objects ;  bat  he  denied  the  anthoritj  of 
the  fiAvenexj  party  to  make  this  the  qaestion. 
If  thej  wiU  frankly  and  MAy  coDoede  that  all 
Uieir  boasted  pledges  of  "  reform  and  retrench- 
ment ".  have  t)«en  violated — that,  aft«r  effboUng 
tiie  pnqjose  for  which  they  were  engendered, 
the  expulsion  from  office  of  their  pohtical  ad- 
-verBoriea,  they  are  foi^tten,  or  admitted  to  be 
hollow,  empty,  nnmeaiiing  wmid,  witbont  snb- 
■tanoe — why,  then,  we  are  prepared  to  meet 
any  other  iggne  that  may  be  tendered.  Bir,  If 
this  oonoewion  is  not  made,  it  is  dne  to  an 
abused  commnnity,  it  is  doe  to  those  who,  with 
honest  expectation  of  a  fair  and  foil  exeeation 
of  ^i«M  pledges,  have  raised  to  power  those 
who  made  them  to  prove,  as  yonr  State  pliers 
and  records  will  prove,  that  every  promise  and 
profession  then  made  is  not  only  broken  but 
forgotten,  and  that  now  resort  is  had  to  the 
lame  and  impotent  plea  that  they  who  made 
them  are  not  worse  than  those  whom  they  de- 
nonnced.  To  the  book,  then.  The  first  item 
to  be  notioed  is  the  namber  of  clerks  and  of- 
ficers in  the  Kxecntive  offices.  The  book — the 
oread,  denoances  these  Exeontive  Bepartments 
ae  receptacles  for  idlers  and  supersimnat^d  old 
men — "  one-third  "  more  in  number  than  the 
bnsineas  of  the  Government  required,  and  some 
ot  them  "  invalid  pensioners,  absolntely  en- 
joying "  sinecures ; ''  this  whole  Augean  stable 
was  to  be  cleansed  and  purified.  Well,  sir, 
how  has  this  praotioe  of  this  Administration 
conformed  to  this  profession  1  Are  the  clerks 
lessened  in  number !  No,  sir,  not  only  not  di- 
minished, but  actoally  increased,  .^s  their 
salaries  lessened)  No,  sir,  not  a  dollar;  on 
the  contrary,  some  of  them  are  increased  by 
this  bill  now  under  disoosuon.  Borne,  of  the 
tAA  and  bithful  servants  who  had  passed  their 
lives  in  these  offices,  whose  advancing  age  and 
fixed  habits  had  nnfitted  them  fbr  other  em- 
ployments, have  been  removed,  it  is  true.  Yes, 
air,  many  have  been  thrown  npoa  the  world 
penniless  as  they  were  blameless,  with  a  heart- 
less disregard  of  their  misery  and  havoc  inflict- 
ed upon  thcmsetvee,  their  fortones,  their  help- 
less, dependent  famines,  or  even  their  well- 
earned  reputation.  But  why)  was  it  to  pro- 
mote real  reform,  or  to  advance  thepubliogoodt 
No,  it  was  to  let  in  a  host  of  hungry  expectants 
to  devonr  with  greedy  appetite  their  share  of 
the  people's  snbstance  —  openly,  publicly  an- 
nounced as  the  "spoils  of  victory."  Yes,  sir, 
your  pablio  offices,  created  for  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  the  only  purpose  of  which  shoald 
be  to  efi'eoC  that  good,  and  advance  the  general 
welfare,  are  boldly  dsewhere  as  here  on  this 
floor  denominated  "  spoils  "  to  be  "shared  "by 
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"  victors."  Was  osparaty,  waa  Sdel^,  m 
patriotism,  ornseM  service  to  the  nation,  midt 
the  criterion  of  merit,  in  seleoting  them  t  Not 
at  all.  Instead  of  capacity  to  discharge  tbt 
duties  of  office,  the  eandidite  nrged  e^)H% 
to  obtain  votes ;  instead  of  fidelity  in  the  ps- 
formance  of  official  trust,  he  boasted  active  ud 
in  propagating  his  political  t«sielB ;  infriaHsf 
patriotic  devotion  to  the  conntry,  or  usrfnl  tor- 
vice  to  the  nation,  he  claimed  devodoo  uA 
efficient  service  to  nis  party,  noisy,  indlieriiiii- 
nate  admiration  of  the  "Hm^  of  "Stw  0^ 
leans,"  and  unsparing,  reckless  condenuaiticD 
of  every  man  and  evefy  meaanre  tiiU  opptaed 
his  pretensions.  These,  and  oftoi  thau  wai», 
were  the  Bnooessfhl  gronnda  of  claim  to  pniiw- 
tion ;  and  the  degree  of  elevation,  the  "do* 
of  the  spoils,"  was  proportionate  to  the  mini 
ttery  which  the  partisan  hod  evinced  in  tlu 
glorification  of  his  idol.  Uany  of  those  "vit 
tors  "  were  so  utterly  destitute  of  other  qniM- 
cations  essentially  neeeessjy,  that  Ui^r  on 


pditioal  friends,  yielding  to  the  strong  andjirt 
popular  opinion,  were  oblig<  '  ''   '      ' 

them  ande;  and  i: 


popular  opinion,  were  obliged  promptly  to  pA 


himself  has  been  compelled  to  tnm  diem  idriA 
before  they  had  fairly  tast«d  the  frnits  wluek 
they  fondly  anticipated  as  their  promised  "r«- 

The  book  — the  articles  of  f^th— ebsi{* 

against  the  late  Administration  a  wastefalei' 
penditure  in  the  diplomatic  department,    lliur 

E ledge  bound  them  to  a  retrenchmoit,  Bsr 
ave  they  redewied  it  I  Why,  air,  by  reosllini 
instantly  every  Minister  then  abroad,  and  lead- 
ing others  of  their  own  p(diticat  tenets,  at  b 
immense  expense  of  money,  and  in  some  cM* 
at  the  sacrifice  of  other  high  oonNderatiuM. 
Was  this  because  the  public  interest  was  thers- 
by  promoted!  Was  it  because  our  Klniatcn 
were  not  qualified  ?  Was  it  because  they  hi^ 
evinced  a  want  of  competent  talen^  or  of  ps- 
trlotic  zeal,  in  discharging  their  duty !  Not  it 
alL  These  "spoils"  were  to  be  distributed; 
end  with  such  eager  haste  did  the  "  vicicn" 
claim  their  "  rewwd,"  that,  in  the  case  of  Hi* 
Colombian  Government,  General  EarrisA 
whose  name  and  reputation  are  fondly  cheriduB 
by  the  nation,  was  recalled  before  be  ^ 
actually  reaohed  his  destination,  and  an  sctin 
partisan  appointed  his  snccesBor,  who  is  BO* 
continued  a  full  Minister,  when  the  confedoiU 
Qovemment  to  which  be  was  accredited  is  dis- 
solved, and  no  Government  exists  bearing  ettt 
its  name.  The  Obsirman  of  the  Finance  CmO' 
mittee  says  that  "  the  services  have  been  raa- 
meneurate  to  the  expenditures  in  this  Adminit- 
tration."  Sir,  this  is  not  in  the  book.  1^' 
last  Administration  aud  the  ezpeuditurea  vns 
honesdy  and  usefully  applied,  but  it  didD<>( 
arreat  the  cry  of  "  retrenchment  and  reform. 
But  let  one  instance  illustrate  the  snt  of  K^ 
vices  which  this  Administration  considers  axo- 
mensnrate  to  large  expenditures.  A  ow- 
peCent,  faithful  Minister  to  Buaaia  was  recallM. 
A  distinguished  successor  taken  iiom  Viigu»* 


Aful,  1SS2.] 


DEBATES  OF  COXQRESS. 
Afprapriatum  BUI — B^mita  ofikt  Gotenmai. 


[Skhai 


W83  appointed.  Besides  his  nine  tboosand 
dollars  ontfit,  and  nina  tbonsand  salarj,  an 
imnienae  expense  was  iaourred  ia  sending  him 
oat,  and  retnrning  hU  predecessor.  The  "  oom- 
mensarate  servioea  "  were  about  ten  dajs'  resi- 
dence in  Baasia,  and  the  remaining  three  lian- 
dred  and  fiftf-Sve  were  passed  in  another  king- 
dom, at  the  diatanoe  of  some  thonsand  miles 
fiony  the  scene  of  dntj. 

The  book  asserts  the  necessity  of  "  abolishing 
the  oontingeut  fond  for  miseioQS."  Itwasaup- 
poeed  to  be  the  fmitfnl  source  of  mischief — 
controlled  solely  by  the  discretion  of  the  Seo- 
retary,  and  alti^tber  unneceeaary.  Well,  sir, 
how  stands  the  fact  in  regard  to  this  item  i 
Has  it  been  disooatinned  t  Not  at  alL  This 
bill  appropriates  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  this 
fnnd.  Not  only  is  it  continaed  under  this 
"  economioal "  Administration,  but  an  accnmn- 
lated  snm  of  abont  one  hnndred  thousand  dol- 
lars allowed  to  the  late  Administratdou,  and  not 
expended  by  them,  has  been  disbursed,  in  addi' 
tioD  to  appropriations  made  unoe  they  came  into 
power.  His  colleagne  had  used  harsh  langnage 
in  reference  to  the  mode  of  oomparisoo  adopted 
by  the  Senator  from  Oonnecticut,  (Ur.  Foot.) 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  apply  towafda  his 
Killeague  any  offenuTe  expression;  but,  after 
his  very  warm  langnage  on  this  suttject,  it 
was  paseiog  atranjre  that  he  should  refer  to 
" ^propriations  "  for  "contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse,"  and  yet  omit  the  weighUer 
matter  of  "disbursements;"  omit  to  say  one 
word  abont  the  accumulation  which  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  bas  proved  by  the  public  docn- 
menta.  His  colleagne  had  also  referred  to  sun- 
dry items  of  "extraordinary  expenditures"  in 
oar  diplomatic  oonoems  daring  the  present  Ad- 
ministration;  and  yet,  boasting  as  he  does  of 
a  perfect  spirit  of  fairness,  he  has  not  pointed 
out  one  in  the  last  Administration.  Oertainly 
it  was  for  some  other  reason  than  that  the  doc- 
uments did  not  show  it.  Sir,  said  Ur.  0.,  it  is 
like  all  other  of  the  large  professions  of  the 
party  who  put  out  this  "book."  Indeed,  the 
oonrse  of  deoate  here  is  a  confession  of  a  total 
fiulnre  to  realize  the  pledge  which  was  held 
forth  and  paraded  even  in  the  shape  of  an  "  in- 
scription on  the  Exeontive  rolL"  This  eiecQ- 
tive  banner  waved  high,  and  canght  the  fancy 
and  the  hopes  of  thonaanda  by  its  alluring 
motto,  "retrenchment  and  reform."  Crowds 
gathered  to  the  standard,  and  overwhelmed  all 
rosistance  to  the  march  ot  those  who  had  nn- 
forled  iL  Having  efiected  its  purpose  in  gain- 
ing the  victory,  what  are  its  "  rewards  "  to  the 
"conntry  " — to  the  "  whole  people!"  Favorites 
and  partisans  are  "  rewarded ;  "  but  what  doee 
the  "naUon"  gain)  Why,  mr,  they  we 
mocked  and  evaded  when  they  demand  a  fulfil- 
ment of  engSfementa  made  by  this  party  text, 
and  reossnmed  by  the  Executive  Message.  They 
are  now  told  "  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Execu- 
tive, but  of  Congress,  that  so  large  expenditures 
are  disbuTsed ;  the  President  must  execute  the 
law,  and  the  law  directs  the  expenditi 


The  people— the  deluded  people,  will  ask  If  the 
Congress  did  not  direct  the  expenditures  in  Mr. 
Adams's  Administradon — if  he  was  not  bound 
to  execute  the  taw  \  and  yet  it  did  not  prevent 
the  eternal  cry  of  "  reform  and  retrenchment." 
They  may,  and  probably  will,  also  ask  if  this 
said  wicked  and  extravagant  Congress  had  not 
been  brongbt  into  being  by  the  same  party 
which  elevated  the  Chief  Magistrate;  whether, 
firom  that  time  to  this,  his  political  t^iends  have 
not  formed  a  m^ority  in  both  hranchea  of  Con- 
gress. Driven  by  diese  unwelcome  reminis- 
oenoes,  the  Administration  resorts  to  this  hu- 
miliating apology :  "  Wby,  we  are  not  more 
extravagant  than  our  predecessors  I "  Sir,  this 
plea  oannot  be  sustained,  whether  issue  be 
taken  upon  the  law  or  the  fact.  It  does  not  lie 
in  the  month  of  those  who  he^>ed  unmeasnred 
censure  upon  the  last  Adminiatration  for  wasta 
and  extravsganoe  now  to  erect  it  into  a  Uis 
standard  by  which  their  own  expenditures  are  to 
be  graduated.  But  if  they  coulo  be  permitted  to 
sh^t«r  themselves  under  such  a  defenoe,  the 
&cte  will  not  sustain  them.  The  table  exhibit- 
ed by  the  Senator  ftaia  South  Caroliua,  (Mr. 
H1.T1IK,)  prepared,  as  he  tells  us,  with  great 
care  and  ai  '        .■-■.■ 


-  $11,490,489  9i 

-  18,092,816  87 

-  ia,a5s,oss  65 
•  i3,aee,04i  46 

-  ia,aao,4»o  ea 

-  18,239,583  88 
81            -            -            -      18,918,708  99 

Now,  sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that,  f  n  addition 
to  these  increased  and  increasing  expenditnree, 
there  ahonld  be  alargeallowance  for  anms  which 
had  been  refused  for  that  most  important  matter 
of  internal  improvement,  A  system  was  regularly 
and  happily  progressing!  '^'^^''  ^^  '^  Admin- 
istration, vitally  affecting  the  whole  valne  of 
the  country,  calliDg  into  useful  exorcise  its 
facnltiea  for  rwid,  intimate,  and  profitable  in- 
tercommunication, cementing  its  various  and 
distant  portions,  binding  our  whole  people  in 
ties  of  vicinity  and  consanguinity ;  a  eyetem, 
to  promote  which  is,  in  my  humble  Judgment, 
one  of  the  most  imperative  as  well  as  one  of 
the  moat  desirable  and  useM  objeota  for  whioh 
this  Glovemmeiit  was  organized.  How  has  it 
fared  with  this  "  reforming,  retrenchment " 
Administration.  Beformed  into  a  state  of  non- 
existence— lost  sight  of— abandoned — vetoed. 
Yes,  sir,  at  one  sweep,  a  lighthouse  bill,  involv- 
ing an  expenditnre  of^half  million  of  dollars,  the 
disbursement  of  which  would  have  left  traoes 
of  useful  improvement  scattered  throng  all 
parts  of  the  Union  for  generations  to  come, 
was  rejected.  Your  turnpike  road  bill,  your 
canal  bills,  rejected.  And  yet  your  total  ex- 
penditures are  increased.  Are  the  snms  thna 
refused  to  useful  ol^ects  made  to  swell  tho 
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amonntof  "spoils"  and  " rewards  " distribnted 
to  favorites! 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  feared  this  "  ioscriptJon  on  the 
£xecTiliTe  roll "  has  ceased  to  be  "  legible,"  or 
poneiblj  it  maj  have  been  depOMted  ia  some  of 
the  retired  departments  of  an  Executive  officer 
\>j  one  of  those  who  came  in  as  a  component 
part  of  the  "  unit  cabinet,"  and  that  his  sncceB- 
Bor  had  not  ^et  found  the  place  of  its  repose. 
If  so,  let  na  still  hope  that,  late  as  it  is,  ire  shall 
again  bear  of  it.  Man  j  con^derations  and  nii- 
merons  facts  invite  f\irther  discDssion ;  bnt,  in 
despite  of  the  challenge  of  the  churman  of 
finaikoe,  Mr.  0.  sud  he  was  unwilling  to  con- 
enine  Store  time.  He  wonld,  however,  add 
one  word  in  regard  to  one  of  the  cases  bj 
which  the  Senator  from  Qeor^a  (Mr.  Fobsytb) 
had  iUnstrated  the  desire  of  the  Executive  to 
retrench,  and  the  practiceof  Congress  to  defeat 
that  desire.  The  other  case  had  been  fully 
disposed  of  bj  hia  friend  from  Kassschu  setts, 
(Mr.  Wbbstkb,)  who  was  interrupt«d  before  ho 
faad  ezplaioed  the  navj  contract  for  timber. 
In  this  case,  it  was  tme  that  Congress  had 
passed  a  remedial  law,  and  in  terms,  and  in  a 
manner,  to  implj  dissatisfactioii  at  the  conrse 
of  the  auditor.  What  was  the  case  t  A  con- 
tract was  made  by  the  navy  commissioners  for 
delivering  timber  at  a  oert^n  period,  and  ro- 
Borving,  according  to  universal  usage,  ten  per 
oent.,  to  he  forfeited  if  the  contract  were  not 
executed  according  to  its  letter.  The  contract 
was  fiuthfhlly  executed  in  all  respects  eioept 
tM  to  time.  To  the  extension  of  time,  the  com- 
missioners made  no  objection.  The  service 
was  not  injured,  nor  was  any  one  injured.  The 
navy  commissioners,  who  made  the  contract, 
desired  to  pay  the  contractor  the  price  of  his 


ion  it  should  be  paid ;  but  the  FourUi  Auditor 
ol^ected,  and  the  President  agreed  with  the  au- 
ditor that  the  law  enforced  the  penalty,  because 
s  short  time  had  expired,  more  than  the  con- 
tract allowed. 

The  contractor  brought  bis  case  here,  and 
(withoat  a  dissentient  voice,  he  believed)  his 
whole  price  was  ordered  to  1>e  paid.  Now,  sir, 
ia  Has  the  magnanimous  exhibition  of  liberality 
whioh  becomes  a  great  Ooveroment?  Is  this 
Administration  so  bard  run,  that^  while  it  is 
continuing  this  very  Fourth  Auditor's  office, 
and  its  accompanying  appendages,  which  the 
book  told  us  was  created  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose arising  out  of  the  last  war,  and  ought  to 
be  aboliabed ;  while  it  is  paying  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars'  salary  for  ten  days'  services  of  a 
Minister;  while  it  is  multiplyiog  clerk^  and 
inoreasiog  their  salaries,  that  it  is  compelled  to 
go,  for  proof  of  economy,  to  the  petty  ten  per 
cent,  on  a  little  contra  ct—compelled  to  enforce 
the  letter  of  the  law,  even  if  it  be  the  letter,  to 
exact  the  "  pound  of  flesh  "  ogdnst  an  honest 
contractor,  whose  materials  they  have  received, 
and  now  have,  and  Intend  to  use!  It  is  an  il- 
lustration, not  exactly  to  the  purpose  intended 
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by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  but  to  show  tin 
course  of  this  Administration  ;  and  proves,  to 
use  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  MisBouri, 
that,  "  wliile  they  ore  saving  at  the  spigot,  the/ 
are  wasting  at  the  bunghole.'' 

Mr.  Olatton,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  clanae  in 
the  bill  under  con  si  deration  provided  thlrty-si 
thonsanddollarsfbroutfitaof  Minifltersto  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Bussia,  and  made  no  dis- 
tinction between  the  missions  to  those  sereril 
courts,  although,  in  point  of  fact,  they  kQ  stood 
on  different  grounds.  The  outflt  for  a  Minialw 
to  Sassia  was  evidently  necessary.  A  vscancj 
in  the  oSoe  did  exist  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  however  difficult  it  may  be  to  Gq 
when  it  commenoed;  for  the  Minister  to  tbil 
Government,  although  he  received  his  twentj- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  doltara,  for  ten  daji' 
residence  in  Bussia,  as  the  Senator  from  Mv;- 
Und  has  stated,  was  held  to  be  a  Minister  neir 
that  Government,  during  hb  residence  in  Eng- 
land. In  regard  to  that,  however,  it  was  suffi- 
cient, for  the  present  purpose,  to  know  officiil- 
ly,  as  the  Senate  did,  that  the  vt>cancy  hsd 
happened,  and  had  been  filed  by  their  adrice 
and  consent.  Thej  knew,  too,  by  official  docu- 
ments, and  by  their  own  act  in  r^ecting  lie 
Miaister  to  Great  Britain,  that  the  vacancr  in 
that  office  depended  on  no  casualty  or  niuon- 
seen  contingeocj,  demanding  or  jnstifViiig  s 
draft  on  the  contingent  f^nd  provided  by  tiiii 
hill.  However  obpsctionable,  therefore,  the  a- 
erciee  of  the  President's  power  of  appoiotment 
may  reaJly  be,  should  that  power  be  eiercisfi 
in  appointing  a  Minister  to  Great  Britain  duiiiig 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  in  contempt  of  itt 
advice,  the  case  of  the  new  outfit  to  Frtnce 
rested  on  different  principles,  and  he  reqnestsd 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  U 
the  distinction. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Co^- 
BBBs)  has  met  the  argument  of  his  colleague  on 
the  enbject  of  expenditures  by  the  Oovernmeiit, 
by  a  remark  to  which  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  at  this  time  ought  tob> 
Eutieularly  directed.  Before  I  advert  to  it, 
owevor,  let  me  premise  that  the  cbainnmn 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  (Mr.  SHivn,)  in  th* 
discussion  yesterday,  compared  the  eipensesoi 
this  Administration  with  those  of  the  last,  and 
sought  to  show  ns  that  if  those  same  pledges  of 
retrenchment  and  reform  which  were  given  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1839,  in  the  eastern  portico 
of  this  capitol,  had  not  been  ell  redeemed,  ;et 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  were  not  mon 
than  tliey  had  been  before  that  memorable  d«r- 
The  deeds  and  the  very  expenditures  of  III' 
last  Administration,  reviled  and  persecuted  U 
it  was,  are  now  made  the  standard  of  eicei' 
lence;  and  the  only  boast  of  those  who  tt^ 
told  us  that  the  task  of  reform  was  inscribed  on 
the  list  of  Executive  duties  in  characters  too 
legible  to  be  misunderstood,  now  is,  that  thej 
have  not  been  more  extravagant  tbou  then 
predecessors.  The  chairman  agrees  that  tls 
statement  of  these  expenditures,  yesterdaj  is*d< 
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b7  the  ^ntleman  firom  Sonth  Carolinti  (Mr. 
Hatne)  is  eorreot.  Here  then  is  a  ohance  for 
comparison,  of  which  we  have  never  yet  been 
able  to  stuI  oar^Ives  in  deb&te  with  the 
hoDorftble  oh^nnan,  becanse,  upon  the  oorrect- 
neas  of  other  atatemoiits  of  ezpenditnree,  (par- 
ticntarlj'  the  diplomatio,)  we  have  disaKreed. 
But,  for  the  sake  of  the  armunent  now,  let  ns 
take  the  report  of  the  genUeouu)  from  Sooth 
Carotinii,  which  the  churman  tella  ds  is  cor- 
rect. 

Ur.  0.  tben  read  the  atatemeat  snbmittod  by 
Mr.  Haths,  of  the  appropriations  and  eipendi' 
tnres  from  1822  to  1880,  indnuTe. 
The  expenditures  were — 

(  Dedact[n([  Stb  mil- 
In  IBM,      -      |10,7SO,000^      lions  for  the  Flor- 
(     Id*  treaty. 
1825,      -        11,240,080 
1S23,       -         13,002,000 
1B37,       -         12,6110,000 

1828,  •         18,296,000 

1829,  -         13,660,000 
I  BSD,       -         18,229,000 

The  present  Administration  came  into  power 
on  the  4tL  of  Uarch,  1829.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  seeniB  to  consider  the  expendi- 
tnres  of  that  jear  as  not  properly  chargeable  to 
'the  party  ia  power.  I  suppose  becanse  two 
montns  of  the  year  had  rolled  away  before  the 
inangnration.  And  yet  the  same  gentleman 
informed  ns  that  the  party  in  Oongresa  was 
alone  responsible  for  expenditures;  not  the 
President.  Jndginz  the  party  by  i\a  acts  in 
Oongre^  pray  will  he  t«II  me  why  it  is  not 
answerable  for  the  expenditures  of  1626 1  It 
had  a  m^ority  dariog  ttie  session,  when  the  ap- 
propriatioos  for  the  expenses  of  that  year  were 
maae  greater  in  both  Houses  than  it  has  ever 
had  since ;  and  i^  as  he  says,  it  is  responsible 
for  the  acts  of  its  members  in  Congress  only, 
why  shonld  it  now  be  permitted  to  evade  the 
responsibility  of  its  appropriations  made  at  that 
se^onf  Without  subscribing  to  the  gentle- 
man's doctrine  of  the  irresponsibility'  of  him 
who  availed  himself  of  these  appropriations  to  . 
make  those  expenditures,  I  deny  that,  on  his 
own  ground,  the  KentJeman  and  his  friends  can 
escape  the  expenditures  of  1829.  The  last  Ad- 
minmtradon  could  not  hare  expended  this 
money.  The  anpropriation  bills  were  passed, 
Immedial«ly  l>eiore  the  present  Executive  came 
in,  by  his  own  fiends,  and  the  expenditures  of 
that  year  were  pecoliarly  those  of  him  who  told 
ns  how  necessary  it  was  to  reform  the  abuses 
of  bis  prejeceaaors. 

Vr.  Adams  came  in  on  the  4th  of  March, 
16SS,  and  the  expenses  of  his  two  first  years, 
by  the  same  statement,  are  actually  two  mil- 
lion six  huudred  and  forty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars lees  than  those  of  1829,  '80,  the  two  first 
years  of  the  party  now  in  power!  Those  of 
1831  are  not  given  with  accuracy  yet,  bot  it  is 
adcniUed,  on  ail  hands,  that  they  are  at  least 
six  hnndred  thousand  dollars  beyond  the  ex- 
penses of  any  year  before  1829, 


I  come  now  to  the  remark  of  the  gentleman 
liefore  me,  (Ur.  Chahbkkb.)  Your  Adminie- 
tration  has  cut  np  the  syst«m  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the  roots  I  Tour  President,  hi 
16S0,  put  his  veto  ona  hill,  stopping  appropria- 
tions to  the  amount  of  half  a  million,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country ;  and  on  the  Rockville 
road  bill,  the  Maysville  road  bill,  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal  bill :  thus  checking  all  other 
measures  of  internal  improvement  in  eveir 
section  of  the  Union  where  they  were  demand- 
ed. Not  so  with  the  last  Administradon.  "Hiey 
tomed  their  faces  a^ost  no  measure  having 
for  its  object  the  national  welfare,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  country.  They  were,  there- 
fore, denounced  as  prodigal  spendthrifla  of  the 
public  money ;  and  their  opponents,  crying  from 
the  housetops  "  retrenchment  and  reform," 
came  into  power  by  means  of  their  profes^ona 
on  that  occasion.  Where  now  are  those  who 
sounded  the  tocsin  and  put  the  oonutry  in  an 
uproar,  tiecause  of  the  alleged  extravagance  of 
those  who,  in  18SS  and  1826,  administered  the 
afiiurs  of  this  Union !  I  asli  those  who  now 
entreat  us  to  relieve  the  consumption  of  the 
country  from  unnecessary  exactions,  what  have 
you  gained  by  the  change!  Ton  asusted  to 
tear  down  the  whole  system  of  internal  im- 
nrovement,  by  which,  nnder  the  anspioesof  the 
last  Administration,  our  rivers  were  cleared  of 
obstructions,  and  our  country  was  intersected 
with  roads  and  canals.  Yon  desire  this  as  "  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  lie  wished  for." 
But  have  the  public  expenditures  been  dimin- 
ishedt  Not  so.  Not  so.  The  "retrenchment" 
is  more  extravagant  than  the  expenses  you  de- 
sire to  retrench.  Nothing  is  more  clear  than 
that  these  exiienditnres  have  increased,  and 
are  increasing,  notwitlistanding  the  country 
has  lost  the  benefit  of  the  usoal  appro^ftations, 
from  its  own  funds,  for  intenial  miprove- 
ment.  -To  all  such  of  these  advocates  of 
reform  as  were  sincere  in  the  opinions  they 
formerly  professed,  I  therefore  say,  oome 
forth,  and  aj4  os  in  attempting  to  r^eve  the 
country  from  nnnecessary  burdens,  in  every 
instance  where  it  can  be  done  consistautiy  with 
the  interest  and  honor  of  the  nation.  Each 
man  reserving  to  himself  bis  proper  opinions 
of  other  things,  let  na  co-operate  in  the  good 
work  of  pruning  away  unnecessary  appropri- 
ations, and  let  the  country  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  the  results  of  our  co-operation  in  that 


cause. 

Ur.  TiiBWBii.  said  that  he  shonld  vote  now 
as  he  voted  in  the  committee,  unless  the  official 
document,  showing  the  actual  oocurrence  of 
the  vacancy,  were  placed  on  the  files  of  the 
Senate.  K  it  were  officially  shown  that  there 
was  now  a  vacancy,  he  would  be  willing  to 
vote  the  appropriation.  Bnt  he  most  have  the 
fact  standing  on  record  her^  in  perpetuam  rei 
memoriara,  that  such  was  the  fiiot.  His  judg- 
ment on  this  matter  bad  treen  long  formed,  and 
it  was  not  now  to  be  shaken.  For  these  Ai 
years,  ay,  these  seven  years,  he  had  cherished 


the  faith,  in  whidi  he  BhonM .  die — that  no 
Frwident  aba]!,  dnring  the  recess,  fill  a  Tacaocf 
Thioh  occurred  during  the  seMion.  If  the 
Yaoaue;  vere  now  pnt  on  reirord  bj  the  ofBoial 
act  of  the  Ezeoative,  he  wonld  vote  for  the  oat- 
flt;  and  if  not.  he  would  vote  ag^nM  any  Mio- 
ister  who  might  treappointfid  duringthe  recess, 
thongh  be  were  his  father,  his  brother,  or  his 
dearest  friend. 

He  professed  to  have  no  wish'to  pr;^  into  the 
Exeonlive  records.  He  had  no  desire  to  open 
tiie  port^euillt  of  the  Seoretarj  of  State,  or  the 
bnrean  of  the  President,  to  see  whether  Ur. 
Rives  bad  been  recalled  or  not  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  that  It  was  enoagb  for 
him  to  know  that  Hr.  Rives  was  still  in  France. 
He  was  willing  to  understand  this — that  the 
eontingeno;  might  happen,  or  might  not  hap- 
pen. If  the  contingency  shoold  oecnr  dnring 
the  recess,  it  was  well;  let  the  outfit  in  that 
ease  be  provided  as  for  a  oontingencf ,  That 
was  the  tnie  state  of  things.  Was  there  not  a 
frind  already  provided,  adequate  to  meet  tjie 
expense  of  each  eontiiigency,  shootd  it  oconrT 
He  asserted  that  there  was ;  and  that  ita  name 
— the  contingent  ftind — sufficiently  pointed  ont 
tlie  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  The 
mm  of  tSO,000  had  been  appropriated  for  the 
contingencies  of  foreign  interconrse.  Would 
gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  this  fnnd 
was  not  applicable  to  snch  an  object  t    The 

rntleman  from  Maryland  had  intimated  that 
was  not  Yet  did  that  Senator,  In  1830,  vote 
to  replenish  this  very  taai,  which  had  been 
exhausted  to  its  last  dollar,  to  pay  outfits  to 
fbreign  Ministers.  Was  it  so,  that  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  really  tbonght  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  pay  these  outfit  out  of 
the  coB^ngeut  fund,  yet  voted  to  replace  the 
snm  whiob  had  been  taken  from  the  fhnd  for 
that  very  pnrpose  I  Oert^nly  not.  No  Sena- 
tor conld  act  with  ench  EDconsistenoy, '  By  his 
vote  in  1B80,  the  Senator  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  President  had  a  right  to  apply  this 
fhnd  in  snch  cases. 

Daring  the  Administration  of  President 
Washington,  there  oocurred  a  singular  omission 
on  the  part  of  Congress.  No  appropriation 
was  made  for  paying  the  expenses  inonrred  in 
transmitting  hither  the  votes  of  the  electors. 
When  the  mBBsengers  brought  on  the  rotes, 
there  was  foand  to  be  no  money  provided  for 
them  here.  The  President  put  his  hands  into 
this  fond,  and  pud  thsm.  This  fimd  was 
oolled  the  secret-service  fnnd ;  and  curiosity 
was  alive  to  know  what  connection  Washing- 
ton conld  show  between  the  serviue  perform»l 
and  the  seeret-Borvice  fnnd.  Inquiries  were  set 
OB  foot:  he  believed  there  was  inquiry  by 
Congress  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  mes- 
eengers  werepaid.  ThePresidenttoolcastand, 
ana  a  very  proper  one,  refoalog  to  render  any 
acconnt;  and  tne  thing  was  not  known  until 
an  appropriation  to  replace  the  sum  made  ibi 
appearance  in  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
It  was  kept  profoondly  a  secret,  until  all  onri- 
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osity  on  the  subject  in  Congress  had  snbeided, 
and  no  one  cared  a  straw  atmnt  it. 

He  had  stated  this  faot  to  show  OiO.  tbe 
power  of  the  Preddent  over  this  fund  *m 
absolute.  In  18S0,  the  snmreqniriteto  prond* 
the  outfits  was  taken  ont  of  it ;  and  the  gentle- 
man frtjm  Georgia,  the  gentleman  from  Ktiy- 
land,  and  himself,  bad  voted  ta  reiostite  it 
Why,  then,  should  not  precisely  the  same  fsod 
he  applicable  to  precisely  the  eame  cwet  If 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  shown  Ihit 
the  oonUngent  Amd  was  too  small,  and  thit 
$40,000  would  be  required  instead  of  (SO^OOC^ 
he  was  williug  to  give  it.  Bat  be  desired  lo 
give  it  to  he  disbursed  on  the  reepoDSilulitr 
of  the  President  If  the  Administration  ven 
satisfied  with  the  frmd  as  it  now  atood,  i» 
wonld  not  increase  it.  It  was  then  suffidest 
for  all  contingencies,  and  no  augmentation  ra 
asked  for.    But  he  was  not  di^osed  to  ippre- 

Sriate  a  sum  sufficient  fbr  all  oontingendee,  and 
9,000  to  boot. 

The  principle  contended  for  by  the  gratis- 
man  from  Georgia,  that  the  Executive  was  not 
to  be  held  responsible  for  the  expenditura  o! 
his  Administration,  hut  that  Congress  was,  In 
ntteriy  disclaimed.  Hebad  nothingto  do  wilt 
snch  an  opinion.  He  held  np  both  his  haiHl' 
against  it  If  true,  he  bad  nothing  to  do  witii 
it;  if  erroneous,  he  would  proteatagainstanrap- 

C.tion  of  the  sentiment  to  him.  He  held  tne 
ident  responsible  for  every  act  to  wiidi 
he  had  given  his  concurrence.  What  *en 
they  to  do,  if  this  doctrine  were  to  he  sustMa- 
ed )  Gould  they  resort  to  the  elective  fnc- 
chiae  for  tbe  redress  of  their  grievances  T  Sup- 
pose the  m^ority  of  Congress  determined  W 
near  down  a  portion  of  the  people  to  the  etfia 
by  taxation.  They  could  do  it,  bnt  not  with- 
out the  sanction  of  the  Prewdent.  What  *n 
the  people  of  Virginia  to  do,  when  New  Tori 
and  Pennsylvania  unite  to  impose  on  tbem 
burdens  which  they  were  not  able  to  bear! 
Were  they  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  for  reUrfl 
There  were  but  two  modes  of  operating— by 
public  opinion,  and  by  the  election  of  President. 
The  President  ought  to  be  exempt  from  all  pv 
■■  '  aU  local  influences,  and  should  be  the  oMi- 
guardian  of  all,  said  Mr.  T.,  of  ^^  and  o( 
Onr  complunta  ought  to  be  made  to  bun, 
and  it  is  his  duty  togiveredress.  Entertaning 
these  views,  he  sidd  that  he  oould  not  aoon 
the  principle  of  the  gentleman  bom  Geor^ 
'    be  correct,  , 

He  adverted  to  the  injurious  t/aiSeiicj  « 
snch  a  doctrine,  at  a  time  when  the  n*^^^ 
those  who  bad  so  constantly  oomphuned  of  tW 
expenditures  of  Government  had  become  <■> 
few,  and  was  daily  diminishing.  Tbe  few  W" 
ustent  bad  not  fallen  ofi*  in  zeal.  TbeiruoH 
was  not  less  loud.  Had  the  gentlemui  tn'^ 
South  Carolina  dropped  a  ungle  word  or  V'' 
lable  of  his  former  language  I  Under  thfll»* 
Administration,  who  had  pressed  upon  tli«™ 
with  a  heavy  hand,  they  had  cried  "  gi"  " 
reUef."    And  were  they  now  to  be  wlea'.  w 
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csaM  those  whom  tbvj  had  advocated  were  in 

ewer)  Perhaps  they  might  alwajs  hare  to 
oppressed  by  the  majority,  but  it  won^d  sot 
be  with  their  own  oonsent.  Let  Dot  the  gentle- 
mtuL  from  Oeo^a  tell  him,  then,  that  he  mttiit 
not  m^e  the  Prerideat  lespiMisible  for  aote  of 
extrkvagsDce  and  opprewion.  To  whom  was 
he  to  look  I  Hehsdno  power  over  the  Senator 
fWnn  Delaware,  or  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
He  wished  for  none.  The  oonstitntion  bad 
marked  s  brood  line  between  them.  He  conld 
only  then  resort  to  pabllo  opinion.  It  woe  im- 
possible that  he  ooald  recognize  the  doebine 
that  the  President  was  not  responsible  for  the 
measures  wfatab  had  passed  both  Uoasea  of  Oon- 
gna^  Mid  become  a  law  by  bis  sanction. 

TnuDAT,  April  24. 
Waihingttm't  Slatw. 

Mr.  UiLUB  moved  to  amend  the  btU  by 
striking  oat  the  clanse, 

"To  enable  thaPraddeat  looontnct  forastatos 
of  Geor^  WasMngtoD,  to  be  placed  in  the  rotnndo 
is  the  cspltol,  fi,000  dpUort." 

Ut.  M.  Bcud  be  did  not  object  to  the  object  of 
tile  appropriation,  bat  he  woold  deny  the  right 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  make  a  cwn- 
tract  without  the  assent  of  the  Seaate,  and 
then  demand  from  the  Senate  an  appropriatloD 
to  carry  it  into  effect.  If  the  subject  of  the 
resolotioD  of  the  Hunse,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  Mr.  Greenongb,  had  been  the 
decoration  of  the  Hall  of  ReprcsentatiTes,  be 
■wonld  not  have  objected  to  the  anpropriation, 
as  it  would  have  been  within  tne  exclusive 
province  of  the  Bouse ;  but  it  related  to  the 
rotnado,  which  was  certainly  as  mocb  witibiQ 
the  inriadiotion  and  control  of  the  Senate  as  of 
theBoDse. 

Hr.  Smith  said  that  no  contract  had  been 
made  with  Mr.  Greenoogli.  The  President  had 
merely  written  to  him,  advising  him  of  the  reso- 
Indon,  and  asking  whether  he  woald  undertake 
the  task,  yto  appropriation  would  probably 
be  wanted  before  the  next  year,  and  no  incon- 
venience could  arise  from  its  being  struck  out. 

Mr.  Uabqt  asid  that  he  bad  iMon  informed 
by  a  member  of  the  Oammittee  on  Poblio  Build- 
ings of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  that  there 
was  no  iotentjon,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
usurp  exclosive  power  over  the  oftpitol.  They 
had  intended  to  pass  a  Joint  resolution ;  but, 
Qirough  inadvertence,  it  was  suffered  to  take 
the  form  of  a  simple  resolution. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs,  Poestth, 
Obahbbbs,  Johnston,  and  Milleb,  the  motion 
to  strike  oat  was  agreed  to.  The  hill  was  then 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.     , 

UoNDAT,  May  1. 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Pleasanton 
[Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  making  him  an 


Zaadt.  [Smura, 

allowance  for  extra  serrioes,  in  acting  as  So- 
licitor of  the  Treasury]  was  then  read  a  third 
time ;  and  on  the  qaestion  of  its  passage,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  on  the  call  of  Mr, 


Mr.  BcCKmB;  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Gbdhdt, 
Mr.  Fbeukohutsu,  Mr.  CurroK,  and  Mr. 

WHTTt  r 

fit  was  contended  by  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  that  these  payments  for  extra  servioes  waa 
the  introdnotiou  of  a  new  principle,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  wonld  fill  tbe  Senate  chamber 
with  applicants  for  similar  recompense ;  that  a 
pabllo  officer  receiving  three  thousand  dollars  & 
yesr  was  bound  to  ondertake  any  duties  which 
might  be  imposed  upon  him ;  that  the  Third 
Anditor  had  performed  a  variety  of  extraordi- 
nary services,  and  had  never  called  for  extraor- 
dinary reoompeiue ;  and  tiiat  the  applicant,  in 
this  case,  pOTformed  these  extra  servioee  by 
means  of  clerks,  who  were  soffloiently  paiu. 
On  tbe  other  side,  the  ground  taken  was  that 
no  man  waa  expected  to  perform  more  tham 
reasonahia  service ;  that  it  waa  aiunrd  to  ex- 
pect tbe  exolunve  devotion  of  all  the  ener^ee 
of  soul  and  body  to  the  purposes  of  the  Got- 
emment;  that  it  would  be  nnreasonable  to  ex- 
pect such  devotion  from  members  of  Oonsres^ 
and  they  had  no  risht  to  expect  it  from  otnere ; 
that  the  extra  duties  were  performed  by  th« 
^iplicant  when  other  officers  were  enjoying  Uie 
loiury  of  repose ;  that  the  same  services,  for 
which  five  hundred  dollars  a  year  were  by  this 
biU  granted,  bad  now  to  be  performed  at  a  cost 
of  more  than  five  thousand  oollars  a  year ;  that 
the  letters  and  inatructaons  issaed  by  the  appli- 
cant daring  the  ten  years  in  which  he  perform* 
ed  those  duties,  filled  six  thousand  folio' pages; 
and  that  he  had  poetponed  bis  oltuni  for  no 
other  reason  than  that  he  would  not  provoke 
the  jealoosy  of  other  offloers  of  the  Glovem- 
ment,] 

Theqt 

tsken,  was  decided  as  follows : 

Tiis.— Measn.  Bell,  Benton,  Clay,  Glajlon,  Dad- 
ley.  Ellis,  Ewiug,  PrelinghuyBan,  GruUdy,  Holmes, 
Knight,  Miller,- NaudBin.PoiQileilsr,  Prentiss,  Bob- 
bins, Raggles,  8!l9bee,  aprsgue,  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Waggimui,  White,  Wiikins— 34. 

NiTE. — Messrs.  Brovn,  Buckoer,  Foot,  Headrioks, 
Hni,  Marcy,  Moore,  RobiDSon,  Bmith,  Tipton,  Tom- 


WiDirasDAT,  May  9. 
Public  Laadi. 
Mr.  BioESBsox,  pursnant  to  the  notice  vfhidb 
he  gave  yesterday,  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  distribution  for  a  limited 
term  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pablio  lands.  He 
stated  that  his  only  object,  at  present,  was  to 
dispose  of  the  pending  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Iiands.    Should  that  motion  be 
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oegAtived,  tlie  bill  might  be  tatcen  op  for  dis- 
ODfsiaii  on  an  early  day  in  tbe  next  week. 

Mr.  Eraa  uud  he  uioald  not  have  risen  to 
detain  the  Senate  on  this  qneatjon,  bnt  for  a  re- 
mark which  had  Eallea  from  the  Senator  from 
Kentnok/,  (Mr.  OiAr,)  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  Senate  on  a  former  day.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  E.) 
bad  token  fire  nt  the  suftgestion  that  this  bill 
ought  to  be  bronffht  ap  for  discossitn ;  and  that 
he  nad  denonncad  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Manutactores  aa  unuir.  In  making  this 
statement,  the  Senator  trora  Eentnoky  bad  not 
done  him  justice.  He  certainly  had  not  taken 
fire  at  the  soggeetion ;  but  he  bad  stated  that 
be  was  not  prepared  to  act  on  the  bill,  nntil  it 
should  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  gn 
Pablio  Lands.  The  Senator  fh>m  Eentucky 
had  also  charged  him  with  applying  the  term 
"  noMmeas  "  to  the  report 

He  had  stated  that  it  was  caloolated  to  make 
an  erroneona  impression  on  the  pnblio  mind,  on 
a  subject  which  waa  of  general  importance,  bnt 
which  was  vitally  interesting  to  the  State  wttioh 
he  represented.  He  had  certainly  not  intended 
to  charge  the  Oommittee  on  Manu&ctnrea  with 
any  intention  to  circnlate  erroneons  opinions ; 
bat  he  had  considered  that  their  looal  utuation, 
their  peculiar  habits  of  thinking,  and  tb«r 
knowledge  of  the  snttjeot,  did  not  qualify  them 
to  come  to  conolumona,  the  aocuraoy  of  which 
ought  not  to  be  disputed.  When  he  had  heard 
this  report  described  by  members  of  tbe  Senate 
as  most  able,  most  enlightened,  and  most  con- 
doaive,  he  had  only  asked  that  it  might  be  re- 
farred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Public  linds,  who 
were  conversant  with  the  whole  snl^Jeot,  for 
tbeir  examination,  inasmuch  aa  the  Ccnnmittee 
on  Manu&otures  were  less  intimately  acquainted 
wilb  it.  If  the  argnments  were  so  able  that 
they  oonld  not  be  answered,  oonld  not  be  re- 
futed, or  proved  to  be  erroneona,  its  reference 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Pnblio  Lands  oould  be 
productive  of  no  ill  effect  on  the  report.  On 
the  oontrar7,  its  aocnracy  would  be  the  more 
strongly  established  iu  tbe  pnblic  mind. 

Mr.  Olit  inquired  if  the  motion  was  to  refer 
both  the  re^rt  and  tbe  Inll,  or  simply  the  bill. 

Mr.  Eiiia  replied  that  he  had  divided  the 
question,  and  confined  tbe  motion  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Glat  aud  the  proposition  then  was  to 
refer  the  bill  without  the  report.  He  felt  ex- 
tremely happy  to  learn  that  tbe  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  determined  to  exhibit  no  feeling 
on  this  subject,  but  to  keep  bimselffree  from 
all  warmth  or  excitement.  With  equal  truth, 
he  oould  declare  that  he  bad  none.  This  waa 
a  great  subject  of  national  interest,  and,  in 
consideration,  every  thing  like  feeling  ought 
be  eradioated ;  every  thing  like  party  banlsbed 
from  the  walls  of  the  Senate.  It  was  a  subject 
interesting,  not  only  to  tbe  Senate,  and  not  only 
to  tbe  people  of  our  time,  but  it  was  one  in  the 
well -disposition  of  which  posterity  would  have 
on  interest  for  hoodreds  oi  years  to  oome. 


ijkt.  [Uav,  lia 

He  h<med  tbe  motion  which  had  been  nada 
by  the  Senator  from  Alabanui  wonld  not  |b*- 
vail ;  and  aa  be  considered  tbe  sutgect  to  be 
one  of  the  higbeet  magnitude,  and  wished  thtt 
his  name  might  he  recorded  on  tbe  qnestioii,  ia 
order  to  show  bis  course  to  tbose  to  whiMO  1m 
was  responsible,  as  veil  as  to  Uioae  wbe  mi^ 
oome  after  him,  be  wonld  not  take  his  ittf 
without  asking  liiMt,  the  question  be  takca  I7 
yeas  and  nay^ 

The  question  waa  then  taken  <hi  the  motiao 
to  refer,  as  follows ; 

Tbas.— HesBra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  BGi,  !af 
sytb,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendrieka,  Hill,  Kan«,  Hag, 
Mauguin,  Harcy,  Miller,  Uoore,  Pidodeiler,  Bstia- 
«0D,  Bmitb,  Taieirell,  Tipton,  Trou|>,  White— il 

Nats.— Kesna.  Bell,  Bnckner,  Clay,  Clayton,  M- 
laa,  DiukeraoD,  Ewinf ,  Foot,  Fratini^iiyaeD,  Bnlix, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Kaodain,  Frentiaa,  Sobbliu,  Knf- 
glea,  Setmonr,  fiilabee,  Blague,  TwulbuaB,  Wq- 

itnsn,  wlUdoB— SS. 

The  Tick  Pkesidert  gave  fais  rote  In  Qm 
affirmative.  So  tbe  motion  to  refer  the  Ull  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Pnblio  Lands  was  oanied  is 
tbe  affirmative. 


Teobbdat,  May  10. 

PMt  ogu». 

The  Senate  then  re«amed  the  oonnderatkn 
of  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  offloea  ind 
post  roads,  and  to  disoonlJDue  others. 

The  qnestiott  being  on  the  motion  <rf  llf- 
Biaa  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a  section 
abolishing  the  postage  on  newspapen  after  tbe 
1st  day  of  July, 

Mr.  Clattok  oondnded  the  remarks  *U» 
he  commenced  vesterday,  further  oommentingfa 
the  manner  which  the  investigation  institntta 
last  year  into  the  management  of  the  F<m 
Office  Department  waa  arrested. 

Mr.  Gbuitdt  made  an  explanation  cm  soma 
of  the  points,  especially  in  raference  to  tbe  si- 
tra  allowanoee  given  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral in  the  case  of  Earrall,  and  the  BattimoM 
and  Washington  contract. 

Mr.  Holmes  succeeded,  making  some  add>- 
tional  explanations  on  tbe  manner  in  whiob  tw 
inquiries  of  the  aub-commiltee  last  year  vers 
met  at  the  department  , 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amew- 
ment  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb,  and  detenmned  a 
tbe  negative,  as  follows:' 

TiAS.— Measnu  Bell,  Bibb,  CUy,  Clayton,  E«f"* 
Foot,  Frelingbnysen,  Hayne,  Holmes,  J'""?™' 
Knigbt,  MQIer,  Uoore,  Naudain,  PqiodeiWr,  J™" 
Un,  Kobbins,  Kugglea,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Spr*K"> 
ToralinsoQ— aa.  , 

Nais.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buclcner,  W** 
Diekereon,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Foraytb,   Gwndy.^ 


Wilkins— 33. 

The  bill  waa  then  Airther  amended  ia  it*^ 
tails,  and  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate,    u" 
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made  in  Oommittoe  of  the  Whole 


TcnsDAT,  li&j  16. 
D«at&^tA»Stm.  J.  Swt. 

u  reoeiTad  from  the  Honse  of 
bj  H.  St.  Clair  Oivke,  the 
Olerk  of  the  Honea,  wmmniiioatiiig  the  death 
of  the  hoDorftble  Jonathan  Hunt,  k  member 
of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresmtatirw  trcaa  the  Sttte 
of  VermoaL  and  luormiiig  the  Senate  that  the 
ftuwral  of  the  deoeaavd  would  take  place  to- 
nkorroir  at  4  o'doek  P.  U. 

Tbe  tneatage  having  been  read, 
ICr.  FaBHTisB,  after  a  few  enlMixtlc  remarks 
on  Qm  pHTat«  and  pnblio  worth  of  the  deceawd, 
moved  the  following  reeolotion ; 

Bfdvai,  That  tba  Senate  will  attend  the  flinentl 
of  the  hoaonble  Jdnitbah  Huvt,  late  a  member 
of  the  Bonae  or  EcpresentstiTcs  from  the  Slate  of 
Tennonl,  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock  la  the  eTeuEng; 
and,  as  a  teitimonj  of  respect  for  the  memorf  or 
the  deceased,  thej  wIQ  go  hi  moaniuig,  and  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirtr  daja. 

The  resolution  waa  anaaimoiiBlj  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbbtkb  it  was  then  or- 
dered that  when  the  Senate  a^ooma,  it  a^jonm 
to  meet  on  Tbnrsdaj. 

The  Senate  then  a4Jo°™ed. 


FsmaT,  1£aj  18. 
PuUbLandi. 
Ifr.  EJss,  from  the  Oommitl«e  on  Fnblio 
X^adi,  to  which  was  referred  the  hilt  reported 
bj  the  OMomlttee  on  Manafactnres,  to  ^>pTo- 
priate  for  a  limited  term  the  proceeds  of  the 
pnhfie  landa,  made  avolomiiiaQa  report;  which 
vas  reed.  It  ooodemns  tbe  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Mannfactsree,  and  reeommenda 
ft  rednodon  of  prioen,  and  acceleration  of  sales. 
The  eoQclnuon  of  the  report  recommends  that 
the  UU  reported  bj  the  Committee  on  Uann- 
foetocei  be  amended  so  as  to  reduce  the  price 
of  the  pnblio  luida  to  a  minimnm  of  one  dollar 
per  aora,  and  of  fifty  oenta  per  acre  on  ssch 
Isndi  u  have  been  in  the  market  about  five 
Teara,  aad  to  strike  ont  the  whole  of  the  present 
blU,  except  tbe  clanae  which  allows  10  per  cent. 
to  ths  new  States,  and  to  increase  that  to  10 

On  motion  of  Ur.  BoBinaon,  6,000  copies  of 
tlie  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TnuTiAT,  Hay  89. 
Oelontl  iToAn  Laiirtm. 
The  Senate  then  took  np  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  tbe  repreaentatlTes  of  Oolonel  John 

Mr.  BoBBna  said,  it  will  be  recollected  that 
this  i»  a  claim  fi>r  ecpenaea  disbursed  on  a  for- 
^gn  miiBon,  by  Colonel  Lanreni^  dne  by  the 


thea  existing  osage  of  the  Government,  which 
was  to  pay  these  expenses  instead  of  allowing 
an  outfit ;  due  also  by  an  ezpren  reeolotion  of 
Congress.  Nothing  has  been  said,  nothing  can 
he  said,  against  the  merits,  the  intrinmc  merits, 
of  this  claim :  for  these  are  obvious,  they  are 
palpable,  they  are  undeniable. 

Bnt'.it  baa  oeen  said  b;  the  honorable  gentle-' 
man  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Tazbwbll,)  that  tbe 
claim  (not  denying  its  intrinsic  merits,  how- 
ever) is  stole ;  that  it  ia  a  dormant  claim,  now 
dormant  for  forty  years;  and  that^  therefore 
it  oDght  not  now  to  be  satined.  Bnt  is  the 
fact  sot  Has  this  claim  been  so  dormant! 
For  more  than  twenty  years  of  this  period 
there  was  no  one  in  this  country  to  represent 
and  to  prosecute  this  dum ;  and  for  more  than 
ten  years  of  thii  period  it  has  been,  from  time 
to  time,  before  Oongrese,  in  one  Bouse  or  the 
other.  And  let  me  tell  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  neither  House  of  Congress,  nor  any 
committee  of  either  House,  have  ever  expreeaect 
an  opinion  adverse  to  these  intrinsic  merits. 
Even  the  committee  of  whom  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  a  member,  did  not  report  against 
its  intrinsic  merite.  They  say  expressly,  we 
abstain  from  ^ving  any  opinion  upon  the  mer- 
its; still  they  reoommena  that  tne  prayer  of 
tiie  petitioner  be  not  granted.  And  why? 
For  oertain  reasons  embodied  in  the  reporL 
And  what  are  these !  The  same  which  he  now 
urges  Bgtjust  this,  and  which  I  am  oanvassiDg. 

The  previous  report  in  favor  oi  this  claim, 
after  a  fail  investigation  thereof  by  the  oom- 
mitt^  of  whom  Governor  Barbour  was  oh^r- 
man,  and  the  now  Freaident  of  the  TTnited 
StAtes  was  then  a  member,  was  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate,  not  for. the  want  of  merita  in 
the  claim,  bnt  l>ecanse  all  the  parties  to  the 
clum  were  not  at  that  time  parties  to  the  peti- 
tion. But  now  no  sueh  difSonlty  exists ;  ell  the 
parties  to  the  claim  are  parties  to  tlie  petition, 
and  can  give  the  necessary  dischai^^  I 
repeat,  that  neither  Honse  of  Congress,  and  no 
committee  of  either  House,  have  ever  expressed 
an  opinion  adverse  to  the  intrinaio  merits  of 
this  claim;  no,  not  even  the  gentleman  himself 
when,  as  a  meml>er  of  a  committee,.he  inveeti- 
gated  this  cose ;  nor,  indeed,  has  he  now. 

Bnt  to  return :  I  have  sud  that,  for  more 
than  twenty  years  of  this  delay,  there  was  no 
one  in  this  conntrv  to  represent  and  to  prose- 
cute this  clum.  The  accounts  with  Colonel 
Ijanrens  were  adjusted  by  the  Treasury  in 
1790 ;  then,  Henry  Laurens,  his  father,  waa  an 
old  man,  and  soon  after  died ;  he  died  in  1793, 
He  never  preferred  this  claim,  because,  as  has 
been  before  stated,  his  son  bod  kept  no  account 
of  theae  expenses,  and  had  made  no  charge  of 
them  against  the  United  States;  and  because, 
as  ho  states,  he  did  not  know  that  his  son  ever 
meant  to  moke  the  claim.  After  his  death,  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Laurens,  then  a  child,  went 
to  England  to  live  with  her  maternal  relatives, 
(Colonel  Laurens  had  married  in  Sn^and,) 
where  eita  has  lived  ever  sinoe,  and  now  lives. 


C~iOOt;^lc 
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Her  eoD,  and  only  anrriving  child,  remWDed  in 
England  for  his  edaofttioa  tin  181 9,  when  he  came 
to  his  patrimonial  inhecitancA  in  Sonth  Carotinft, 
whore  he  now  is,  in  charge  of  that  inheritance. 
Abont  three  yeare  after,  in  182S,  this  deha  was 
made,  and  a  petition  for  its  allowance  preferred 
to  Congress.  Here  let  me  say  that  I  know  t^is 
grandson  of  Colonel  Laurens,  and  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  say  that  I  do  not  know  a  more 
amiable  joong  man.  I  think  it  impossible  to 
know  him  as  I  do^  without  feeling  a  kindness 
fbr  him  for  his  amiable  dispostion,  nor  withont 
feeling  a  reject  for  faim,  as  the  grandson  of 
Colonel  Laurens.  Let  me  say  to  the  honorable 
gentlemfln,  that,  if  he  knew  him  as  I  do,  he 
never  oould  have  the  heart  to  say  to  him ; 
"  Sir,  this  year  hereditary  claim  may  be  just  In 
itself;  but  it  has  remuned  a  long  time  onafttiS' 
fled,  and  therefore  oaaht  now  never  to  be  sat- 
isfied ;  nor  shall  it  be  if  I  can  prevent  it. 
Away,  sir,  with  your  olum,  and  never  let  me 
hear  of  it  again  within  the  walls  of  this  Sen- 
Is  it  possible  that  language  like  thh  could  be 
held  to  the  descendant  of  Colonel  Laurens,  ap- 
peolii^  to  tlie  jastice  of  his  country  to  satisfy 
an  hereditary  claim,  acknowledged  to  be — at 
least,  not  denied  to  be— Just  in  itself?  And  all 
for  a  laches  of  three  years  in  prosecuting  the 
claim :  for  that  is  all  the  laches  that  can  be 
impnted.  Where,  let  me  ask,  was  this  objec- 
tion when  the  widow  of  Colonel  Hamilton  pe- 
titioned for  the  oommntation  claim  for  account 
of  her  hnsbandt^a  ctMm  which  he  had  nerer 
made ;  a  claim  which  it  has  always  been  nn- 
derslood  he  had  expressly  waived  j  and  had 
recorded  that  waiver,  in  order  to  place  his  vote 
for  the  commntation  (he  was  then  a  member  of 
Congress)  above  the  snspioion  of  an  interested 
motive-  Yet  that  claim  was  allowed,  together 
with  the  legal  interest  for  the  whole  interval  of 
time.  That  claim  had  indeed  slept,  was  in  fact 
dormant,  from  ITSS  to  1616  ;  more  than  thirty 
years ;  still  it  was  allowed.  The  act  was  in- 
deed dae  to  the  family  of  that  great  man,  and 
did  honor  to  the  jnatioe  of  the  country.  But 
if  staleness  was.  a  good  plea  against  a  claim 
Just  in  itself,  compared  with  this,  it  applied 
with  more  than  tenfold  force  against  that ;  yet, 
a^unst  that,  it  was  not  made,  or,  if  made,  it 
did  not  prevail. 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  has  also  said 
that  the  acconnt  of  Colonel  LaurensL  has  been 
adjusted  and  closed  by  the  Treasury,  and  that 
to  open  this  account  would  be  a  preoedent  of  a 
daogerons  tendency.  But  let  the  honorable 
genUeman  reflect  thiat  it  is  not  proposed  to  open 
Uiia  account,  nor  to  unsettle  this  settlement; 
no  snoh  thing.  It  Is  simply  proposed  to  pay  a 
claim  just  in  itselF^  that  never  has  been  adjusted 
by  tbn  Treasury ;  never  has  been  passed  upon 
by  the  Treasury;  never  boa  been  before  the 
TreaanTj.  Why  it  was  not  presented  has  been 
explained,  repeatedly  explained,  and  the  expla- 
nation will,  donbtlesa,  be  recollected.  Colonel 
Hamilton's  utconnt,  tw},  had  been  adjusted  by 


the  Treaspry,  and  dosed.     The  olaim  to  hi* 

comihatation  did  not  distnrb  that  seUlcmcii^ 
for  it  had  made  no  part  of  the  account ;  it  left 
the  settlement  good  fbr  all  it  profeased  to  set- 
tle. Neither  does  the  clum  to  these  expenses 
disturb  the  settlement  in  this  case,  for  U  had 
made  no  part  of  the  account  j  nor  were  tbey 
passed  npon  by  the  Treasury ;  the  aettkaoent 
IB  left  good  for  all  it  professed  to  settle. 

It  is  true  there  is  a  olaim  to  a  trifling  araonnt 
beside^  growing  out  of  errors  appeuing  oa  the 
face  of  the  account,  but  for  this  claim,  the  set- 
tlement itself  is  the  voucher ;  aad  the  tiaim  u 
made  because  the  settlement  itself  sivea  « tilk 
to  it;  just  as  good.alitleas  a  certitioate  of  the 
Treasnry,  oertil^iDg  that  amount  to  be  Io^wd 
and  still  doe. 

But  one  word  as  to  the  socrednesi  of  a  set- 
tlement once  mode  by  the  Treasury.  Let  it  be 
sacred,  if  you  please,  with  Uie  Treasnrr  itadf ; 
let  the  Treasury^  thenceforth,  cease  to  have 
any  control  over  it.  But  is  it  to  tie  the  bands 
of  Congress,  whatever  injustice  maf  have  been 
done  by  the  settlement?  If  a  claim  has  been 
disallowed  by  the  Treasury,  which  on^t  to 
have  been  allowed,  and  that  made  cleorty  to 
appear,  is  there  to  he  no  redress  I  Ketther  at 
the  Treasnrr  nor  by  OongretsI  la  tiiis  the 
miserable  sitoation  of  a  jnst  claimant  upon  lb* 
Oovemment)  Ko,  idr;  no,  indeed,  sir,  it  is 
not.  For  innumeraUe  almost  have  been  the 
appeals  fh>m  the  injustice  of  Treasury  settle- 
ments to  the  justice  of  Congress  for  relief;  and 
when,  let  me  ask,  has  relief  been  denied,  if  a 
just  claim  to  it  has  been  made  out  clearly  and 
mdisputably  t  That  relief,  to  the  honor  of  the 
public  justice  be  it  spoken,  though  it  has  eome- 
times,  perhaps  too  often,  been  delayed,  his 
never,  1  believe,  been  finely  refused.  liod  not 
the  accounts  of  Goventor  Tompkins  and  Fre^- 
dent  Monroe  been  settled  at  the  Treasnryt 
And  did  not  both  petition  Congress  for  reliefs 
against  the  injostioeof  that  setuement)  And 
did  not  Congress  grant  relief — that  settlement 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  I  Yes,  most 
oertainly.  I  refer  to  high  examples,  it  is  tme; 
and  perhaps  some  may  think,  therefore,  not 
^pUcable  to  ordinary  cases.  Bnt  justice  knows 
not  the  face  of  man  in  her  decrees ;  she  knowi 
nothing  of  high  nor  low ;  she  gives  nothing  to 
renown  for  Itself;  she  denies  nothing  to  ob- 
scurity, because  unknown;  she  tays,  and  she 
accordingly  decrees — 
"  Troa,  Tyriusque,  mibl  nnllo  disorindne  agetur." 

But,  if  she  <Ud  make  these  discriminatjona,  I 

should  not  disparage  the  names  of  Tompkins  and 
Honroe ;  nor  wonld  they,  if  living,  think  tiiein ' . 
disparaged,  by  being  associated  in  the  regards  □( 
theircountJ7  with  me  nameof Laurens.  Neither 
wonld  they  challenge,  nor  wonld  any  one  chal- 
lenge for  them,  a  higher  distlnctiat).  Bnt  let  it 
be  remembered  that  tbeir  claims  bad  been  passed 
upon  by  the  Treasury,  had  been  disallowed  by 
the  Treasury,  and  were  barred  thereby  eo  far 
as  that  oooja  bar  them ;  bat  that  tbia  olaim  of 
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IdQrens  never  has  been  paaaed  npon  bj  the 
Treasniy ;  never  has  been  Wore  the  Treasnry ; 
U  U  indisputable;  it  is  Inst  in  Itself;  it  has 
never  been  satisfiM.  And  will  th«  8enat«  now 
BB7  it  never  eball  be  eatiafied  ? 

A  vord  more,  and  I  have  done.  Something 
hu  been  Mid  b j  the  honorable  Kentlemon  from 
Ualne,  not  to  derogate  from  the  intrinuo  merits 
of  this  claim,  bnt  to  disparage  the  personal 
merita  of  Oolonel  Lanreos — bow  beooming);, 
let  the  hisUirr  of  Us  conntry  bear  witness. 
That  historj  has  recorded  lanrel  ajter  lanrel 
conferred  upon  him  b;  his  coontry,  to  atten 
her  gratethl  sense  of  his  high  and  glorlooa  mer- 
its. These  recorded  honors  have  long  since 
gnthered  ronnd  his  tomb;  thej  now  Sicken 
over  it,  and  will  forever  adorn  it.  60  long  as 
the  sentiment  of  gratitude  shall  beat  ia  the 
boaom  of  his  eonntrj  at  the  reooUeotion  of  her 
revolntionary  martyrs,  these  reoordod  honors 
■ball  flonrish  in  immortal  verdure;  and  even 
If  it  were  possible  for  this  sentiment  of  grati- 
tnde  to  die  in  the  bosom  of  his  conntrj,  they 
wonld  still  flourish  in  hiatorj  to  kindle  the  sen- 
timent of  admiration  in  everj  other.  For,  so 
Ions  aa  this  language  shall  last,  he  spoken,  or 
reaa ;  wherever,  iii  all  fotnre  time,  the  enbhrne 
virtues  of  patriotic  devotion  and  beroio  bearing 
ahall  sway  the  affections  of  the  haman  lieart, 
the  name  of  Laarens  will  be  the  theme  of  nn- 
mingted  praise,  as  the  hero  above  fear,  as  the 
patnot  beyond  reproacli.  I  ooufeas  I  felt  hurt 
that  an  American  Senator  in  the  American 
Senate — the  proudest  theatre  in  the  world,  and 
tiiat  erected  on  the  t>l<>ed  of  onr  revolntionary 
heroes,  should  indulge  a  wish  to  cast  a  shade, 
•ren  il  he  coold,  npon  one  of  the  brightaM 
namee  in  that  host  The  &ot  alluded  to,  if  it 
were  a  ftet,  would  not,  in  my  opioion,  cast  a 
shade,  nor  even  the  shadow  of  a  shade,  npon 
that  bright  name.  It  wonld  only  prove  that, 
in  that  instance,  as  in  every  other,  Uie  love  of 
country  predominated,  and  was  his  ruling  pas- 
sion. Nor  did  he  porene  hia  honorable  end  by 
dishonorable  means.  He  did,  with  tbe  Ainds 
of  his  conntry  in  his  bands,  what  he  had  a  right 
to  do ;  what  his  duty  to  hia  country  required 
him  to  do;  and  fur  doing  which  he  had  the 
approbation  of  his  conntry,  and  her  recorded 
thanks.  I  do  not  oomplun  of  the  statement, 
therefbre,  fbr  its  possible  effect  to  prejudice  the 
pure  fame  of  Oolonel  Laurens,  but  for  its  ap- 
parent intent. 

For  the  most  precious  of  sll  treaanre  which 
any  country  can  possess,  ia  the  fame  of  her 
great  men.  It  ia  that  alone  which  rendera  any 
country  resplendent  in  the  eyes  of  every  other. 
The  eianan  et  vmi&rabile  iiomat,  in  every  in- 
stance, as  wefl  as  in  that  which  the  poet  cele- 
brates, brings  much  to  onr  city.  That  fame 
endnres  forever:  it  snrvives  all  ^e  revolutions 
and  tbe  ravages  of  time ;  even  ^oae  whioh 
leave  the  conntry  itaelf  a  wreck,  even  those 
which  blot  the  nation  it«elf  out  of  eiistduce ; 
even  then  it  still  survives  to  beoome  the  prop- 
er^ of  mankiDd,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  speciM, 


and  especially  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of 
the  departed"  nation.  But  its  ereat  raloe  is  this 
— it  is  prolific  of  great  men ;  beyond  any  thing 
and  every  thing  else,  it  awakena  and  supplies 
fnel  to  that  noblest  of  all  sentiments,  the  love 
of  country ;  it  ezcit«B  and  leads  on  to  a  per- 
petnal  emulation  in  the  race  of  glorr.  What  a 
heart,  then,  mnit  I  iiave,  if  I  conld  indulge  a 
wish  to  dishonor  a  name  that  doee  honor,  and 
will  forever  do  honor,  to  the  name  of  my  coun- 
tryl 

Mr.  Tazewku.  opposed  the  ol^m.  Its  justice 
did  not  rest  on  too  eervioes  of  the  deceased, 
for  he  did  not  deny  their  merit,  or  that  they 
entitled  him  to  tbe  euloginm  prononnced  on  his 
memory,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator  from 
Khode  Island,  aa  eiorum  «(  emtfraWia  numen; 
bnt  it  was  right  to  go~i>ack  to  their  merits,  and 
ask,  ia  there  any  money  dne  or  not  t  Tbe 
claim  had  been  before  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives t)efore  now,  and  aa  often  rejected.  It 
had  become  the  practice,  when  a  olum  was  re- 
jected in  one  Bouae,  to  bring  it  forward  in  the 
other,  and  there  it  vibrated,  till  at  length  a 
favorable  report  was  obt^ned,  an^  then  it  was 
ag^n  preferred  with  the  recommendation  of 
having  passed  one  of  the  legislative  bodies. 
Bnt  even  this  did  not  bold  good  respecting  the 
present  hill ;  for  as  often  as  it  was  brought  for- 
ward in  either  Bonse,  it  had  received  reiterated 
rejections.  It  was  not  analoeous  to  the  case  of 
Oolonel  Hamilton.  Tbe  claims  of  Oolonel 
Laurens  had  already  been  settled,  even  before 
the  formation  of  the  preaent  Qovemment,  and 
hia  receipt  received  for  the  payment  of  every 
oent  dne.  Such  was  not  tbe  case  as  regarded 
Oolonel  Hamilton ;  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
debt  due,  and  no  such  receipt  existed,  for  the 
strong  reason  that  nothing  bad  previously  1>een 
pMd.  Colonel  L.  died  tn  1781  or  '89,  and  now 
a  claim  was  advanced,  with  compound  intei%st, 
four  times  a  year  fbr  fbrty  years.  Who  ever 
heard  of  the  like  f  For  Uiese  several  reasons 
he  shonld  oppose  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  Hr.  Hatkb,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Surra  and  1^.  HAHoiru. 

The  question  was  then  pnt,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by  the  following 

Tus. — Uesan.  Buckner,  Cliunbera,  Clayton, 
Clay,  Dallas,  Dudley,  Ewloff,  Freliogbuysen,  Hayne, 
Johniloni  Knight,  Hiller,  Uoore,  Fobdeiler,  Preu- 
tias,  Robbtns,  KUbee,  Sprague,  Tlptoa,  TomlJnsen, 
Waggsman,  Webster,  Wilklna— £3. 

Nits.— Measra.  Bell,  Dickersoo,  Foot,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hangim,  Uarcy,  Bngglas,  South,  Taze- 
well, White— 11. 

Bank  qf  ikt  United  State*. 

Ur.  Dallas,  pnrsnant  to  the  notice  he  had 
given  some  days  before,  moved  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  considerotioo  of  the  bill  tn 
modify  and  oontlnna  the  act  incorporating  tho 
sniworitters  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to — yeas  24. 

Ur.  Daixas  then  stated,  that,  baring  broii^ 

o.qlc 


this  qaestioa  before  the  Senate,  he  ahould  con- 
tent nimsetf  with  this  enccess,  and  would  not, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  daj,  enter  into  the  views 
'which  he  proposed  to  present  to  the  Senate. 
He  would  Uiarefore  move  that  the  Senate  now 
adjoom;  and 
The  Senate  a^oumed. 

WmmesnAT,  May  B8. 
Ur.  FoimxmB  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  theoonuderationof  the  joint  resoln- 
tion  reported  bj  biro  some  tjme  slnoe,  aatbor- 
izing  the  President  to  cause  an  eqneetfian  statue 
of  Oeneral  Washington  to  be  exeonted,  but  the 
Senate  refused  to  sastain  the  moti<HL 

Sank  of  U«  VniUd  Stata—Bteharter. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  inodifj 
and  continue  the  sot  to  incorporate  the  sob- 
aoribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  CniEed  Stales. 

Ur.  Dallu  8^d;  The  great  qnestioa  in- 
volved in  the  hill  then  under  consideration 
was,  whether  the  Congresa  of  the  United  States 
would  prolong  the  existence  of  a  national  insti- 
tution erected,  sixteen  years  ago,  for  wise  and 
salutary  purposes.  Shidl  it  be  permitted  to 
expire,  agreeably  to  the  limitation  of  its  char- 
ter, on  the  8d  of  March,  1836 1  Undoubtedly 
the  question  was  of  considerable  importance : 
of  importance  to  the  political,  financial,  acd 
commercial  interests  of  the  country,  the  whole 
country ;  of  importance  to  the  American  people 
in  thiMT  diverged  transactions  of  trade,  in  the 
eTerj-day  afiairs  of  life,  ia  the  necessity  of  pre- 
paring themselves  for  such  a  shook  to  their  so- 
oial  condition  and  active  employments,  as 
mast  inevitably  follow  upon  a  deeision  adverse 
to  the  ooDtinuance  of  the  corporation.  High 
and  momentous  as  the  question  was,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  encountered  and  canvassed  by  the 
Senate  as  one  purely  and  merely  of  l^slative 
bnainess;  divested  of  bias  or  prejodioe  of  every 
kind ;  with  a  single  view  to  the  discharge  of  a 
representative  duty  to  the  community  at  large, 
■It  was,  indeed,  impossible,  seeing  what  we  con- 
Btontly  saw,  and  reading  doily  what  d^y  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers  of  every  quBrter  of 
the  country,  not  to  know  that  consideraticns 
naturally  extraneous  and  irrelevant  bad  grad- 
ually become  mixed  up  with  tliis  question,  and 
hod  given  it  a  character  and  direction  alike  for- 
eign and  injarioos  to  it.  He  would  invoke  from 
the  wisdom,  and  virtne,  and  patriotism,  of  the 
grave  ooancil  be  addressed,  the  calmest,  the 
most  candid,  and  most  upright  reflection :  at 
least,  if  it  were  impossible  to  throw  aside  all 
feeling  or  prepossession,  he  was  confident  that 
every  Senator  would  struggle  to  repress  and 
subdue  it :  be  felt  no  donht  that  such  would  be 
the  prevailing,  if  not  universal,  diBpoMtion.  In 
the  absence  of  all  improper  feeling,  affecting 
the  snUect,  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  as  to 
himseli,  persoDsUy,  tlial  be  ^ould  perhaps 
stand  in  need,  if  not  on  the  present,  perhaps  on 
tome  future  oocaiionB,  of  the  indulgence  of  the 
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when  he  confeased  the  existenoe  4rf 
that  apedes  of  bias  which  cannot  but  in  aoiDe 
degree,  thougli,  he  trusted,  not  in  a  measure  to 
blind  or  mislead  his  Judgment,  arise  fnnn  on 
undying  and  ever-increasing  veneration  for  tlie 
wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  author  of  the 
charter  now  nnder  disenesion.  This  was  the 
only  feeling  of  which  he  was  at  all  conscious. 

The  Senate  had  been  impelled  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  piece  of  legislative  business  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  and  by  countless  m«iK»iala 
and  petitions.  The  voluminooB  p^Mra  whidt 
crowded  to  the  Secretary  s  desk,  eva 
its  introduction,  qieok  no  ordinary  lui- 
guage.  A  very  la:^  number  of  tbe  citixow  of 
the  United  Statea,  m  their  separate  and  indi- 
vidual capacities,  affixed  their  ugnatatea  te 
these  documents,  and  Interposed  their  eani«at 
priqrers  that  this  institution  should  be  prciloi^- 
ed  in  duration.  Many  pablio  oorporaiioiB, 
actively  engaged  in  the  buslnese  of  tiie  world, 
even  diose  of  a  rival  character,  competitors  ia 
the  vast  money  tfausaetions  of  the  oonntij. 
'having  fait,  frankly  acknowledge  its  b^efidal 
influence,  and  had  transmitted  their  memorial^ 
anxiously  as  well  as  generously  requesting  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.  Rising  a  st^  h^s, 
assemblies  of  the  peo|^e,  in  the  £as^ 
the  West,  and  the  North,  convened  soldy,  but 
openly  and  undisguisedly,  to  ddiberate  upon  this 
matter,  had,  with  the  impo^g  weight  to  whiclk 
such  assemblies  are  always  entitled,  forwarded 
their  Bolicitooa  petitions  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter.  And  one  step  still  further :  many  of 
the  le^stative  liodies  of  the  respective  States  of 
the  Union,  those  very  l>odies  whose  voicea  call- 
ed into  official  being  the  members  of  tbe  6m- 
aie,  in  the  formality  of  constitutional  represent- 
ative deliberation,  and  nnder  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  stations,  t^ipealed  to 
Oongress  in  favor  of  this  bank,  ana  Invoked 
such  action  as  would  prolong  its  eibtence. 
Indeed,  it  would  seem  as  if  our  fellow -citizens 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  individnaUy  and 
collectively,  had  attentively  listened  to  tiie 
voice  of  their  present  Chief  Magistrate,  by 
whom  they  had  been  wis^  invited  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  more  than  two  yean 
ago ;  and  had,  now  that  tbe  pn^r  oocauoa 
arrived,  come  forward  to  express  the  reenlts  of 
that  oonraderation,  with  nneqnivooal  prayen 
for  the  re-enactment  of  the  charter.  To  a 
pressure  so  perfecUy  legitimate  in  its  choracteE, 
and  distinct  and  respectful  in  its  tone,  UongreM 
could  not  be  insensible.  The  Senate,  he  donbt- 
ed  not,  would  respond  to  it,  at  least  by  dispos- 
ing of  the  qneatioD  as  one  of  urgent  legiatative 
bnunees.  it  was  their  duty  to  terminate  U, 
one  way  or  another. 

The  chief  feature  of  tbe  bill  repeated  by  the 
committee,  and  now  before  the  Senate,  was  it* 
first  section,  contuning,  as  it  does,  «u  ollow- 
anoe  of  the  prayers  of  the  many  memorialistJ 
to  whom  he  had  referred,  by  oontinning  in  fores 
and  operation  the  act  incorporating  the  Bank 
cf  the  United  Statea  fw  the  term  of  fifteen 
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i'ean.  In  recommending  this,  the  committee 
ooked  to  the  national  institation ;  ita  etraa- 
tnre,  it«  pnrpoeea,  its  tendencies,  its  necessary 
and  nntaral  conrse  of  operations,  its  limitations, 
conditions,  and  restrictions,  aa  it  emanated  from 
tfaft  tegiijlative  mon]d  sixteen  years  ago.  And 
thej  oonld  discern  no  reason  for  any  Hnbatflntia] 
change.  They  could  not  be  afTucted,  in  the 
formation  of  this  jndgment,  by  any  scrutiny 
into  the  personal  oonaact  or  motives  of  those 
to  vhose  management  the  general  povrera  of 
the  corporation  had,  at  any  time,  been  confided. 
The  abnse  of  a  pnblio  office  may  disqualify  Its 
inonmbent,  but  furnishes  no  argmnunt  what^ 
ever  for  the  abolition  of  the  office  itself.  Erery 
thing  which  human  ingenuity  has  devised,  or 
can  deriae,  for  good,  may  be  misapplied,  and 
be  JDsde  the  means  of  mischief.  The  most  be- 
neficent trusts,  guarded  in  the  most  careAil 
manner,  may  be  nnfiuthfnlly  administered  by 
hod  and  selfish  agents.  What  office,  legislative, 
jadioial,  or  execatrvo,  could  be  permanent, 
conld  escape  early  destruction,  if  Its  existence 
were  made  dependent  upon  the  wisdom,  parity, 
and  virtue  of  the  human  being  who  happened 
to  hold  itt  With  such  a  principle,  we  sttould 
be  forever,  and. perhaps  every  year,  remodelling 
our  whole  Gtovemment  organization,  abolish- 
ing eetablishments,  offices,  and  institutions ; 
reooustmcting  a  fresh  series  only  that  the  per- 
petually reoarring  frultiea  of  man  might  lead 
again  and  ancea^ngly  to  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion and  renovation. 

The  eBsenlial  and  paramount  objects  fur  the 
enactment  of  the  charter  of  the  banh,  in  181B, 
were  donbtlese  well  remembered  by  the  Sen- 
ators present.  They  were,  the  establishment 
of  a  HOOod  and  uniform  national  cnrrenoy ;  the 
creation  of  a  fit  instrument  for  the  collection 
and  distribution  of  the  public  revenue ;  the 
restoration  of  q>ecie  payments,  then  unlawfully 
suspended  by  all  the  State  btaiks,  the  sole 
maun  factories  of  the  circulating  medium:  and 
the  designation  of  a  safe  agency  wherewith  to 
flieilitate  the  general  financial  operations  of  the 
Government.  Every  hoar's  emerience,  since 
the  declaration  of  independence,  had  proved  the 
vast  importance  of  these  oljeots,  Arom  the  cre- 
ation of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  under  the 
aaapicee  of  Robert  Uorris,  in  1781,  to  that  of 
Uie  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  protected 
liy  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  17S1,  and  especially 
during  the  ftve  years  of  peace  and  of  war  which 
intervened  between  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter in  1811,  and  its  revival  in  a  new  form  in 
1816.  During  the  forty-three  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  country  has  been  without  a  national 
bank  only  seven  years ;  the  national  objects 
adverted  to,  were,  of  couree,  for  those  seven 
;eara  whtdly  neglect«d ;  and  it  can  l^e  asserted 
without  danger  of  denial,  that  five  of  those 
years  teemed  with  more  commercial  disaster, 
fiscal  emltarraasment,  trading  inconvenience, 
and  fraudulent  money  transactions,  than  were 
witnessed  before,  or  than  Ofui  possibly  be  wit- 


nessed during  the  existence  of  a  wisely  and 
discreetly  admicistered  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  He  (Hr.  D.)  forbore  making  references 
to  historical  facts,  further  than  was  absolutely 
necessary.  They  wore  familiar  in  the  actniJ 
experience,  and  ft-esh  in  the  memory  of  those 
whom  he  addressed ;  and  they  were  abundant 
to  prove  the  vast,  the  vital  importance  of  the 
Directs  he  had  enumerated  aa  Che  fundamental 
objects  contemplated  by  the  charter  of  1S16. 

The  attunment  of  these  great  objects  wae^ 
however,  to  be  accomplished  in  a  manner  cnm- 

[latibte  with  a  jealous  protection  of  the  political 
iberties,  a  fnll  secnrity  of  the  civil  rights,  an 
anxioQS  solicitude  for  the  convenience,  and  an 
ardent  desire  for  the  so(nal  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  American  people.  Hence, 
white  a  bank  was  selected  as  the  means  fbr 
efiectnating  the  derired  purposes,  the  act  of  its 
incorporation,  ita  charter,  was  loaded  with  mul- 
tiplied, efficacious,  and  insnrmonntable  restric- 
tions and  limitations  \  the  supervisory  intierpo- 
sition  of  the  Oovemment  was  established; 
snmmary  proceedings  were  pre-ordained  for 
investigation  andjudicial  trial;  and  the  highest 
penalties  prescribed  for  infractions  of  the  char- 
ter. Every  necessary  mode  of  reaching  the 
corporation,  either  to  correct  its  abuses,  to  con- 
trol its  tendencies,  or  to  punish  its  illegal  acts, 
was  oarefolly  chalked  cut  in  advance,  and  held 
within  the  power  of  national  legislation.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  wonld  not  ent«r  upon  a  detailed  re- 
view of  the  provisions  of  the  charter;  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  people  are  alike  well  informed  of 
them  all ;  and  he  would  only  add,  that  the 
committee  believed  no  more  perfect  mode  of 
achieving,  and  of  still  preserving,  now  that  they 
are  achieved,  the  great  national  objects  to 
which  be  had  referred,  can  be  devised,  than 
the  one  delineated  in  that  Instrument. 

Kor  could  the  committee  be  insensible,  not 
merely  to  the  inutility,  but  to  the  positively 
disastrons  consequences,  to  the  people,  and  to 
their  Government,  of  substituting,  for  the  pres- 
ent, another  Bank  of  the  United  State*;  of 
compelling  this  to  close  ite  enormous  business, 
or  to  transfer  it  to  other  hands ;  of  leaving  the 
immense  interests  of  the  industrious,  enterpris- 
ing, and  prosperous  people  of  our  country,  to 
the  extent  of  more  thaa.  a  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  to  be  rapidly,  if  not  mddenly,  shifted  in 
arrangement,  reeponsibility,  and  connection ;  or 
of  agfun  committing  the  monetary  system  of 
the  entire  oonfMaracy  to  the  chai^  of  local 
and  detached  and  conflicting  State  institutions, 
over  which  no  control  whatever  could  be  ex- 
ercised. Snch  an  nnneceseary,  involuntary, 
forced  diversion  of  the  great  streams  of  com- 
mercial and  moneyed  operations  could  not  be 
effected  without  incalculable  and  iccorable  in- 
jury to  every  class,  and  especially  to  the  labo* 
rions,  and  most  worthy,  and  most  useful  class, 
and  without  sacrificing  many  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  Oovemment  for  which  the  constitntioQ 
was  formed.  Wherefore,  indeed,  should  suob 
an  experiment  be  made  t    The  practical  openw 
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tionB  of  the  existing  baok,  under  its  now  ma- 
tured BjBtem,  liRTe  attained  every  desired  ob- 
ject. The  earrency  is  uniform,  and  represent- 
ing a  metallic  baaia ;  it  is  better  for  all  purposes 
than  gold  or  siWer.  The  collection  and  distri- 
butiOD  of  the  nation's  revenne  are  gently,  safely, 
and  satisfactorily  effected.  Facilitiea  of  ever; 
de«oription  had  been  ezperiencod  in  the  fliiaiL- 
cial  movemeutB  of  the  Goveminent.  Salutary 
checks  and  remedies  had  been  applied  to  th« 
irregularities  and  fluctnatiooB  of  foreign  and 
domeatio  ezohangee.  And  in  all  parts  of  the 
oonntrj,  particnlarly  in  the  progressive  and 
enterprising  regions  of  tlie  West,  capital  and 
accommodation,  at  all  times  and  without  stint, 
had,  in  a  manoer  alike  salutary  and  Judicious, 
been  accorded  to  th«  people.  Whatever  may  ' 
have  been  the  few  exceptions  to  the  general 
Kood  conduct  of  the  officers  and  agents  of  the 
bank — offioers  and  agents  necessarily  far  distant 
from  the  seat  of  direction  at  Philadelphia ; 
however  occasionally  an  incident  may  have 
occurred,  exceptionable  or  equivocal  in  its 
character,  at  one  eitremity  or  another  of  this 
organization,  neceesarily  as  expanded  as  our 
temtory ;  still,  all  men  of  bnsineas  moat  come 
to  the  oonclasion  that,  on  the  whole,  it  had 
worked  well ;  it  had  produced  more  benefit 
than  they  by  whom  it  was  originally  framed 
had  anticinated^  and  it  had  produced  less  in- 
jury, if,  inaeed,  It  can  justly  b«  chargeable  with 
any,  than  was  feared  by  those  who  opposed  its 
e&tablishmenC  To  apeak  of  it  in  terma  of  un- 
qualified pan^(jrio,  ne  (Ur.  D.)  was  not  pre- 
pared; bat  c«rt^ly  it  would  be  extravagant 
to  expect  more  to  be  aocomplisbed,  and  to  be 
aeoompliahed  in  a  better  manner,  by  an  insti- 
tution BO  complicated,  so  cumbersome  in  aize, 
BO  detached  in  parts,  and  of  course  liable,  like 
all  other  haman  agonciea,  to  be  more  or  leas 
afiected  by  the  fhdlties,  the  follies,  or  the  pas- 
Mona  of  the  fanman  beings  who  oompose  or  im- 
pel it. 

Intentionally  avoiding  any  anticipation  of 
the  oliJectiona  which  may  be  made  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  Ur.  D.  confined  himself  to  this 
general  view  of  the  reasons  which  influenced 
the  committee  in  reporting  the  re-enactment  of 
the  charter.  Should  the  discussion  make  it 
Tiecessary  hereafter,  he  felt  ossared  that  every 
difBcnlty  may  be  briefly  and  frankly  sur- 
mounted. 

He  had  now  s^d  all  that  he  deemed  it  ma- 
terifd  or  proper  to  aay  at  tbie  opeatng  stage  of 
the  discussion  on  the  bill.  He  was  conscious 
that  much  might  be  added:  but  he  was  not 
desirous  to  anticipate  objections,  and  would  re- 
frain from  further  trespassing  on  the  attention 
of  the  Senate,  until  a  sense  of  dnty  compelled 
him  to  It. 

Ur.  Bihtoit  then  inquired  if  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  frienda  of  the  bill  to  urge  on  the 
discussion,  before  the  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  were  laid  on  the  tables. 

Hr.  DALI.AS  disclaimed  any  snob  itit«ntioii. 
He  though  it  probable  that,  if  the  Senate  were 


now  \a  a^Dum,  the  rqiorta  and  doonineDti 
might  be  furnished  by  the  time  the  S«nata 
would  meet  to-morrow.  He  had  ezpoetad  that 
the  documents  would  have  been  printed  befim 
this  day,  when  he  gave  notice  of  hia  intAntitKi 
to  call  DP  the  bill.  He  was  not  dinKwed  to 
urge  the  diacueuon  any  further,  until  the  who)* 
of  the  information  was  before  the  Bmate. 

Ur.  WKBarzK  said  that  no  one  wished  to  ooo- 
tinne  the  diaouasion  until  all  the  li^^ta  whidi 
oonld  be  shed  on  the  aubjeot  were  obtaioed. 
Bat  be  might  oot  be  diq>oaed  to  wait  nnti]  all 
the  documeotB  ordered  by  the  otber  Houe 
could  be  printed.  These  documents  were  not 
under  the  control  of  the  Senate.  Tbey  had 
reached  a  late  period  of  the  aesdon.  Tba  voioa 
of  the  country,  if  it  demanda  any  things  de- 
mands legislative  action  on  this  SQl^ect.  Two 
or  three  weeks  ago  the  Houae  ordered  tbeN 
dooDments  to  be  printed,  and  be  had  been  daily 
expecting  them.  The  different  reports  had 
been  published  in  the  newspapers :  and  he  was 
desirous  to  see  the  documents  on  which  these 
reports  were  grounded,  but  lie  was  not  dispoMd 
to  wait  very  long.  It  wonld  be  reooILseCed 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Boose 
was  hostile  to  the  inatitntion.  Tbey  ml^t  not 
therefore  see  the  importance  of  expediting  tha 
printing,  as  the  other  ude  did.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  not  a  subject  over  which  the  Senate  bad 
any  control.  He  hoped  the  papers  miriit  be 
expected  without  any  farther  delay.  He  was 
not  willing  to  push  the  discuaaion  against  the 
inclinations  of  Senators,  but  be  was  unwilling 
to  pnt  off  the  diacnaaion  too  far.  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  into  eiecntive  bnaneas  this  afternoon, 
to  give  time  for  the  documents  to  be  famished. 
But  he  could  not  consent  to  put  this  qneatiui 
aside.  It  was  late  in  the  session ;  they'had 
reached  the  usual  period  of  a^oumment.  A 
long  notice  had  been  given,  and  he  was  aoxioaa 
that  the  discusaion  should  now  proceed,  with- 
out interruption,  until  its  termination. 

Ur.  OBinrDY  Mid  he  entirely  concurred  with 
the  Senator  from  Unssachnaetts  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  going  on  with  this  discuaaiwi :  and 
he  hoped  the  Senate  would  go  into  exeentiTe 
business  until  the  dooumento  ahoold  be  for- 

Tbcbsdat,  May  24. 
A  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Ur.  Rob- 
bins,  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  li- 
brary to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
an  equestrian  statne  of  Wasliington,  executed 
in  bronie.  In  the  equare  east  of  the  Capitol,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 
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Ur.  Ohaiibbbs  moved  that  the  Senate  take 
ip  the  bill  to  Mthorixe  a  aubscriplioii  to  the 
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Btook  of  the  BaltJmore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  aud 
askod  for  tha  yeai  and  tuk^a,  whioh  were  ordM«d. 

The  queedou  being  taken,  the  result  wu  as 
fcdiowa : 

TiAs. — Henn.  Bell,  Cbambera,  Clxy,  Clsjton, 
Sallai,  Ewing,  Hendricks,  Holmea,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Nandun,  Bobbins,  Rng^ss,  Slsbee,  Braitb, 
Ept«giie,  While,  WiUns— 18. 

Htn. — Hnan.  Benton,  Brom,  Foot,  Feliaghnj- 
•en,  Gruodr,  E^jm,  Hill,  King,  Hangam,  Hsrcy, 
Miller,  Uooro,  Foindeiter,  Pranlin,  BobioiOD,  807- 
moDT,  Tiptoo,  TomUnaoa,  Troup,  Wsgganun, 
White— 31. 

Satit  <iftha  UniUd  Statti—BetAarUr. 
The  Senate  resamed  the  oonsideratioa  of  the 
bill  to  ooDtinoe  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Wkbstss  said:  A  ooosiderable  por- 
tion of  the  active  part  of  life  iias  elapsed, 
since  you  and  I,  Mr.  President,  (Mr.  0*fc- 
Homi,)  and  three  or  four  other  gentlemen  now 
in  the  Senate,  acted  our  respective  parta.in  the 
passage  of  the  bill  oreatiog  the  present  Bank  of 
the  Dnited  Bta.toa.  We  hare  lived  to  little  pur- 
pose, as  public  laeD,  if  the  experienco  of  this 
period  has  not  enlightened  our  Jadgmente,  and 
enabled  os  to  revise  oar  opinions ;  and  to  oor- 
Toct  an;  errors  into  which  we  may  have  fallen, 
if  aoch  errors  there  were,  either  in  regard  to 
the  general  atllitj  of  a  national  bank,  or  the 
details  of  its  constitution.  I  troat  it  will  not 
be  unbecoming  the  occasion,  if  I  allude  to  your 
ovn  important  agenoj  in  that  transaction.  The 
bill  inoorporating  the  hank,  and  giving  it  a 
oonstitotioD,  proceeded  from  a  Committea  of 
tha  House  of  Bepresentatives,  of  which  yon 
were  chairman,  and  was  coAducted  through 
that  Honse  under  yonr  distingnished  lead. 
Having  recently  looked  back  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  day,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that  I  have  perused  the  speech  by  which  the 
subject  was  iatrodaced  to  the  oonsideration 
of  the  Honse,  with  a  revival  of  the  feeling 
of  wiprobation  and  pleasnre  with  which  I 
heard  it;  and  I  will  add,  that  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  now,  be  easy  to  find  a  better  brief  sy- 
nopsis of  those  principles  of  carrency  and  of 
banking,  which,  since  they  spring  from  the  na- 
tnre  of  money  s!nd  of  commerce,  must  be  essen- 
tially the  BBme.  at  all  times,  in  all  commercial 
communities,  than  that  speech  contains.  The 
other  gentloman  now  with  ns  in  the  Senate,  all 
of  them,  I  believe,  concurred  with  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  voted  for  the  bill. 
Hy  own  vote  was  against  it.  This  is  a  matter 
c^  little  importance;  but  it  is  connected  with 
other  drcumistances,  to  which  I  will,  for  a  mo- 
ment, advert  The  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
acted  on  that  oocasion,  had  no  doubts  of  the 
constitutional  power  of  Oongresa  to  eatabliah  a 
national  bank ;  nor  had  we  any  doubts  of  the 
general  ntility  of  an  institution  of  that  kind. 
We  had,  indeed,  most  of  us,  voted  for  a  bonk, 
at  a  preceding  session.  But  the  object  of  our 
regard  was  not  whatever  might  be  called  a 
bank.    We  required  that  it  sboold  be  establish- 


ed on  oertun  principles,  which  alone  we  deem- 
ed stUe  and  u^ul,  made  subject  to  certain  fixed 
liabilities,  and  so  guarded  that  it  could  neither 
move  voluntarily,  nor  be  moved  hj  others 
out  of  its  proper  sphere  of  action.  The  bill, 
when  first  introduced,  contained  features,  to 
which  we  should  never  have  assented,  and  we 
set  ourselves  acoordingly  to  work  with  a  good 
deal  of  seal,  in  order  to  effect  sundry  amend- 
ments. In  some  of  those  proposed  amend- 
ments the  chairman,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  finally  concurred.  Otliers  they  opposed. 
The  result  Vas,  that  several  most  important 
amendments,  as  I  thought,  prevailed.  But 
there  still  remained,  in  my  opmion,  objections 
to  the  bill,  which  justified  a  perwvering  oppo* 
sition  till  they  sbonld  he  removed. 

The  inflneooe  of  the  bank,  Mr,  President^  on 
the  interests  of  the  Gkivernment,  and  the  inter- 
eats  of  the  people,  may  be  considered  in  sev- 
eral points  of  view.  It  may  he  regarded  as  it 
affects  the  currency  of  the  oonntry;  as  it 
affects  the  oolleotion  and  disbursement  of  the 
pttbtio revenue ;  asitrespectsforeignexobangee; 
as  it  respects  domastio  exchanges ;  and  as  it 
affects,  either  generally  or  locally,  the  apicnl- 
tnre,  commerce,  or  manufactures  of  the  Union. 

First,  as  to  the  currency  of  the  country.  This 
is,  at  atlUmea,  a  most  important  political  otyeot. 
A  sound  currency  is  an  essential  and  indispensa- 
ble security  for  the  fruits  of  iodoatry  and  honest 
enterprise.  Every  man  of  property  or  indns- 
try,  every  man  who  demrea  to  preserve  what  he 
honestiy  possesses,  or  to  obtain  what  he  can 
honestly  earn,  has  a  direct  interest  in  maintain- 
ing a  safe  circulating  medium ;  such  a  medium 
as  shall  be  a  real  and  substantial  representative 
of  property,  not  liable  to  vibrate  with  opin- 
ions, not  Bulyect  to  be  blown  up  or  blown 
down  by  the  breath  of  speculation,  hut  made 
stable  and  secure,  by  its  Immediate  relation  to 
that  which  the  whole  world  r^^ds  as  of  per- 
manent value.  A  disordered  currency  is  one 
of  the  greatest  of  political  evils.  It  under- 
mines the  virtues  necessary  for  the  aupport  of 
the  social  system,  and  encourages  propensities 
destructive  of  its  happiness.  It  wars  against 
indnstry,  frugality,  and  economy ;  and  it  foo- 
ters the  evil  spirits  of  extravagance  and  specu- 
lation. Of  all  the  oontrivances  for  cheating 
the  laboring  classes  of  mankind,  none  has  been 
more  effectual  than  that  which  deludes  them 
with  paper  mioney.  This  is  the  most  effectual 
of  inventions  to  fertilize  the  rich  man's  field, 
by  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's  brow.  Ordi- 
nary tyranny,  oppression,  excessive  taxation, 
theae  hear  lightly  on  the  happiness  of  the  maaa 
of  the  community,  oompartid  with  fraudulent 
cnrrenciee,  and  the  robberies  committed  by  de- 
preciated paper.  Our  own  history  has  record- 
ed for  our  instrnctioo  enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  of  the  demoraliziug  tendency,  the  in- 
juatice,  and  the  intolerable  oppression  on  the 
virtuous  and  well-disposed,  of  a  degraded  paper 
currency,  authorized  t>y  law,  or  aoy  wej  eoun- 
tenanced  by  Govermnenb 
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We  >1]  knov,  eir,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
sound  and  aaiform  carreocy  was  one  of  the 
great  ends  contemplsted  ia  the  adoption  of  the 

present  constitution.  If  we  eoold  now  faliy 
explore  all  the  motive  of  those  who  framed, 
and  those  who  supported  it,  perhaps  we  shoald 
hardl;  find  a  more  powerfal  one  than  this. 
The  object,  indeed,  is  snfBcientlj  prominent  on 
the  face  of  the  constitution  itself.  It  cannot 
well  be  i^aostioned  that  it  was  intended  by  that 
constitution  to  snhmit  the  whole  subjeot  of  the 
currency  of  the  conntrj,  all  that|fegard8  the 
acinal  mediam  of  pHjment  ana  exchange, 
whatever  that  shoalil  be,  to  the  control  fuid 
l^islation  of  Oongress.  Congress  can  alone 
cma  money ;  CoDgress  can  alone  flx  the  value 
of  foreign  coins.  Ko  State  can  coin  money ; 
no  State  can  fix  the  ralne  of  foreign  coins ;  no 
State  (nor  even  Congress  itself)  can  maJie  any 
thing  a  tender  but  gold  and  silver,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts ;  no  State  oan  emit  bills  of  credit. 
The  exclusive  power  of  regulating  the  metallic 
cnrrency  of  the  country  would  seem  necessa- 
rily to  imply,  or,  more  properly,  to  include,  as 
part  of  itself,  a  power  to  decide  how  far  tjiat 
cnrrency  should  be  exclusive,  how  far  any  sab- 
Btitute  should  interfere  with  it,  and  what  that 
substitute  should  be.  The  generality  and  ex- 
tent of  the  power  granted  to  Congress,  and  the 
clear  and  well-defined  prohibitions  on  the 
States,  leave  little  doubt  of  an  intent  to  rescue 
the  whole  subject  of  cnrrency  from  the  bands 
nf  local  teglslation,  and  to  confer  it  on  the 
Ueneral  Government.  But,  notwithstanding 
this  E^iparent  pnrpose  in  the  constitution,  the 
truth  is,  that  the  cnrrency  of  the  conntry  is 
now,  to  a  very  great  extent,  practically  and 
effectually  nnder  the  control  of  the  several 
State  Qovernmeote ;  if  it  be  not  more  correct 
to  say  that  it  is  under  the  control  of  the  banking 
institutions  created  by  the  States:  for  the 
States  seem  first  to  have  taken  possession  of 
thepower,  and  then  to  have  delegated  it. 

Whether  the  States  can  constitutionally  ex- 
ercise this  power,  or  delegate  it  to  others,  is  a 
point  which  I  do  not  intend,  at  present,  either 
to  concede  or  to  argue.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped 
that  no  controversy  on  the  point  may  ever  be- 
come necessary.  But  it  is  a  matter  highly  de- 
serving of  consideration,  that,  although  clothed 
by  the  constitution  with  exdnsive  power  over 
the  metallic  currency,  Congress,  unless  throagh 
the  agency  of  a  bank  estaMlsheid  by  its  author- 
ity, has  no  control  whatever  over  that  which, 
in  the  chu'acter  of  a  mere  representative  of 
the  metallic  cnrrency,  fills  np  almost  all  the 
channels  of  pecuniary  circulation. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Bank  of  the  tlnited 
States,  the  State  banka  become  efffectnally  the 
regulators  of  the  public  cnrrency.  Their  num- 
bers, their  capital,  and  the  interests  connected 
with  them,  give  them,  in  that  state  of  things, 
a  power  which  notliing  is  competent  to  con- 
trol. We  saw,  therefore,  when  the  late  war 
broke  out,  and  when  there  was  no  national 
bank  in  being,  tJiat  the  State  institutions,  of 
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their  own  anthority,  and  by  a 
among  tbemselvea,  nnder  the  guttle  pbnae  <■( 
eospendiag  specie  payments  everywhere  aooth 
of  New  England,  refused  paymMit  ot  Htm 
notes.  They  were  noLcalled  tc  answer  f<Mr  tUs 
violation  of  their  charters,  as  far  as  I  rosemr 
her,  in  any  one  State.  They  pleaded  tlw 
urgency  of  the  occasion,  and  ttie  pnblin  di*- 
treeses ;  and  in  this  apolc^  the  State  Govan- 
menta  acquiesoed.  Congress,  at  the  aame  tim^ 
found  itself  in  an  awkward  predioament.  It 
held  the  whole  power  over  coins.  No  Stat^ 
or  State  institution,  could  give  circulation  to  an 
ounce  of  gold  or  of  silver,  not  sanctioned  ^ 
Congress.  Yet  all  the  States,  and  a  hnndnd 
State  institutions,  clumed  and  exercised  tfaa 
right  of  driving  coin  ont  of  rircolatjon  by  the 
introduction  of  their  own  paper ;  and  then  ol 
depreciating  and  degrading  that  paper,  by  re- 
fusing to  redeem  it.  As  tbey  were  not  inatjtn- 
tions  created  by  this  Government,  they  were 
not  answerable  to  It.  Congress  could  not  call 
them  to  account,  and,  if  it  conld,  Congreas  had 
no  bank  of  its  own,  whose  cirYnUatiim  eoidd 
supply  the  wants  of  the  commnnitrr.  Goin, 
the  substantial  constitnent,  we^  and  was  ad- 
mitted  to  be,  subject  only  to  the  c(»itnd  of 
Congress;  but  paper,  assuming  to  be  a  rq»«- 
sentative  of  this  constituent,  was  taking  great 
liberties  with  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was 
no  way  amenable  to  its  oonstitu^misl  guardian. 
This  Buspenuon  of  specie  payments  was  of 
course  immediately  followed  by  great  d^recia- 
tion  of  the  paper.  It  shortly  feU  so  low,  that 
a  bill  on  Boston  could  not  be  pnrehaaed  at 
Washington  under  an  advance  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  per  cent  I  do  not  mean  to  re- 
flect on  the  proceedings  of  the  State  hankia 
Perhaps  their  best  Justilcation  Is  to  be  fonnd  in 
the  readiness  witL  which  Government  itself 
borrowed  of  them  their  paper,  depreciated  as 
It  was ;  but  it  certainly  becomee  us  to  regard, 
attentively,  this  part  of  our  experience,  and  to 
guard,  as  far  as  we  can,  agunst  slniilar  ooour- 
rences. 

I  am  of  opinion,  dr,  that  a  well-cond  noted 
national  bank  has  an  exceedingly  nsefnl  mA 
effective  operation  on  the  general  paper  cir«n- 
lation  of  the  conntry.  I  think  its  tendency  is 
manifestly  to  restrain,  wittiin  some  bonnds,  the 
paper  issues  of  other  institutions.  If  it  he 
said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  inatitntioBB 
in  turn  hold  in  check  the  issues  of  the  national 
bank,  so  much  the  better.  Let  that  oheck  go 
to  its  full  extent.  An  orer-issne  by  the  bank 
itself;  no  one  can  desire.  But  it  is  plun  that, 
by  holding  the  State  institutions,  which  oonw 
into  immediate  contact  with  itself  and  its 
branches,  to  an  accountability  for  their  issues, 
not  yearly  or  quarterly,  but  doily  and  honrly, 
an  important  restraint  is  exercised.  Be  it  re- 
membered, always,  that  what  it  is  to  expect 
from  others,  it  is  to  perform  itself;  and  that  iU 
own  paper  is  at  all  times  to  turn  into  ooin  by 
the  first  tooch  of  its  own  counter. 

But,  Ur.  President,  so  important  is  thii  nt^ 
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jeot,  that  1  tbinfc  that,  ftr  from  dlmlnishtng, 
«e  on^bt  racier  to  increase  and  multiply  oar 
Monrities ;  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  aaj  that, 
eren  wtth  the  ooDtbaance  of  the  bank  charter, 
aod  nnder  ita,  wisest  administratioa,  I  regard 
tiie  itat«  or  Mir  earrenof  as  entirely  safe.  It 
is  erident  to  me  that  the  general  paper  ciroula- 
tioD  has  been  extended  too  far  for  the  specie 
tmtla  on  wiilob  it  rests.  Onr  syrtem,  as  a  sys- 
tem, dlipenfles  too  far,  in  my  Jadgment,  with  the 
lue  of  gold  and  silver.  Having  learned  the  use  of 
paper  aa  a  substitnta  for  specie,  we  use  the  snt>- 
Btltnte,  I  fear,  t«o'freely.  It  is  tnie  that  our 
drcolatiag  paper  iaalt  redeemable  in  gold  and 
■Utot.  Legally  speaking,  it  is  all  convertible 
into  ^lecie  at  the  will  of  the  holder.  Bnt  a 
mere  legal  convertibility  is  not  snfflcienC.  There 
must  be  an  actnal,  nractical,  never-ceasing  oon- 
vertibllity.  This,  I  tbioi,  is  not,  at  present, 
snffloleDtly  secured;  and,  as  it  is  a  matter  of 
high  interest,  it  well  deserves  the  seriona  con- 
lioeration  of  ttie  Etonate.  The  paper  circnla- 
tion  of  the  conotry  ia,  at  this  time,  probabiy 
saventy-flve  or  eighty  millions  of  dollars.  Of 
■peda,  we  may  have  twenty  or  twenty-two 
mllliona:  and^hia,  principally,  In  masses  in 
the  vanlta  of  the  banks.  Now,  sir,  this  is  a 
state  of  things  which,  in  my  indgmeDt,  leads 
conatantiy  to  dtertradtng,  and  to  the  conse- 
qpeot  eicessea  and  revolaions  which  so  often 
diatnrb  the  regular  course  of  commercial  affairs. 
A  droalation,  consisting  in  so  great  a  degree 
*  p^>er,  is  easily  expended,  to  furnish  temproi 
capital  to  snoh  as  wisli  to  adventore 
eaterprisee  in  trade ;  and  the  collect! 
banks  of  most  of  what  specie  the):^ 
oonntry  aflbrds  all  poasible  facillfy  for  its 
portation.  Hence,  overtrading  ^oes  frequently 
oocor,  and  is  always  foUbwed^ly  an  inconven- 
ient, sometimes  by  a  dangeiftna,  redaction  of 
specie.  It  is  in  vain  that  We  look  to  the  pra- 
denoe  of  banks  for  an  effeoha]  security  against 
overtradmg.  The  directorif  of  such  institntions 
will  generally  go  to  the  lingth  of  their  means 
in  cashing  good  notes,  aai  leave  the  borrower 
1«  jndge  for  himself  ofjjhe  nsefnl  employment 
6t  his  mtmey.  Nor  w^ald  a  competent  secnr- 
iW  sBtinst  overtrsdiiU  be  always  obtamed.  If 
Ins  banks  were  toi^nflne  their  disconnts, 
sWotly,  to  bnsinoaa* paper,  so  denominated: 
that  is,  to  notea  ani'baia  which  represent  real 
traniaclions,  havintf  been  riven  and  received 
on  the  actual  pDrffLasa  and  sale  of  merchan- 
dise, because  tlwse  transactions  themselves  may 
be  too  far  oxten«d.  In  other  words,  more 
niaj  be  booght  th|ui  the  wants  of  the  commn- 
"''  ,  speculative  calculation  of 

Ion  natarally  have  a  good 
m  sagacity.  He  who  be- 
s  about  to  rise  in  price,  will 
f  he  possesses  money,  or  can 
le  fact  of  aotnal  parchase, 
i  not  (proof  of  a  really  subsisting 
"*  "'    --}  the  amount  of  all  por- 

Xnd  always  with  the 
«  of  the  community. 
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Too  freqnently  it  very  mnch  exceeds  that  jneaa- 
nre.  If,  then,  the .  discretlqii  of  the  banks,  ex- 
ercised in  deciding  the  amonnt  of  their  dis- 
counts, is  not  a  proper  securiCj  agunst  over- 
trading ;  if  facility  m  obtaining  bonk  credits 
natnrally  fosters  that  spirit ;  if  the  desire  of 
^in  and  love  of  enterprise  constantly  cherish 
it ;  and  if  it  finds  specie  collected  in  the  banks 
inciting  exportation,  what  is  the  remedy  suited 
and  adequate  to  the  caseT  Now,  I  think,  dr, 
that  a  closer  Inquiry  into  the  direct  source  of 
the  evil  will  suggest  the  remedy.  Why  have 
we  80  small  an  amount  of  specie  in  circulation  t 
Certainly  the  on^  reason  Is,  because  we  do  not 
require  more.  We  have  bat  to  ask  its  pres- 
ence, and  it  would  return.  But  we  voluntarily 
banish  it  by  the  great  amount  of  small  bank 
notes.  In  most  of  the  States  the  banks  issue 
notes  of  all  low  denominations,  down  even  to 
a  single  dollar.  How  is  it  possible,  under  such 
circnmstancea,  to  retain  specie  In  circulation  t 
All  experience  shows  it  to  be  impossible.  The 
paper  will  take  the  place  of  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver. When  Mr.  Pitt,  In  the  year  1797,  pro- 
posed in  Parliament  to  authorize  the  Bank  of 
England  to  Issue  one  pound  noCes,  Mr.  Burke 
lay  sick  at  Bath  of  an  illness  fi-om  which  he 
never  recovered;  and  he  is  said  to  have  writ- 
ten to  the  late  Mr.  Oanning,  "  Tell  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  If  he  consents  to  the  Issuing  of  one  pound 
notea^'he  must  never  expect  to  see  a  guinea 

ne  pound  notes  were  Issned,  did  the 
disappeared.  A  similar  cause  is  pro- 
lucing  now  a  precisely  similar  effect  with  ns. 
Small  notes  have  expelled  dollars  and  half  dol- 
lars from  circolation  in  all  the  States  in  which 
such  notes  are  issued.  On  the  other  hand,  dol- 
lars and  half  dollars  abound  in  those  States 
which  have  adopted  a  wiser  and  safer  policy. 
Virginia,  Pennsylvanis,  Matrland,  Loni^ana, 
and  some  other  States,  I  think  seven  in  all,  do 
not  allow  their  bonks  to  issue  notes  nnder  five 
dollars.  Every  traveller  notices  the  difference 
when  he  passee  fh>m  one  of  these  States  into 
those  where  small  notes  are  allowed.  The  evil, 
then,  is  the  issuing  of  small  notes  by  State 
banks.  Of  these  notes,  that  Is  to  say,  of  notes 
under  five  dollars,  the  amount  now  in  circola- 
tion is  doubtless  eight  or  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Can  these  notes  be  withdrawn  ?  If  they 
can,  their  place  will  be  Immediately  supplied 
by-a  spiecie  circulation  of  equal  amount.  The 
object  is  a  great  one,  as  -it  is  connected  with 
the  safety  and  stabilltj  of  the  currency,  and 
may  welt  Justify  a  serious  reflection  on  the 
ipeaoB  of  accomplishing  it.  May  not^on^jeas 
and  the  State  Qovemments,  acting  not  united- 
ly, bnt  severally  to  the  same  end,  essilj  and 
quietly  attain  it?  I  think  they  may.  It  is  bnt 
for  other  States  to  follow  the  good  example  of 
those  which  I  haVe  mentioned,  and  the  work  Is 
done.  As  an  inducement  to  the  States  to  do 
this,  I  propose,  in  the  present  bill,  to  reserve 
to  Congress  a  power  of  withdrawing  from  cir- 
culation a  pretty  large  part  of  the  issues  of  tho 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  propose  this, 
that  the  State  baoke  may  withdraw  their  Bmall 
notea,  and  find  theS'  compenpatioQ  in  a  larger 
circnlatioD  of  those  of  a  higher  deDomination. 
V.j  propoffltjon  will  be,  that,  at  any  time  after 
the  eipiratloD  of  the  existing  charter  of  the 
bank,  that  is,  after  1886,  Congreas  maj,  if  ' 
see  fit,  restrain  the  bank  from  iasning  for  circ 
lation  Dote«  or  bills  onder  a  given  anm — aaj 
ten  or  twenty  doItarB.  Thia  will  diminish  the 
oironlation,  and  oonseqnently  the  profits,  of  the 
bank ;  bnt  it  is  of  leu  importance  to  make  the 
bank  a  highly  profitable  inatitation  to  the 
Btookholders,  thuk  that  it  shonld  be  safe  and 
naefol  to  the  conunnnitj.  It  ought  not,  cer- 
tainly, to  be  restrained  from  the  emoymeot  of 
til  the  fair  advantages  to  be  derived  fKim  the 
discreet  use  of  Its  capital  in  banking  tnuiaao- 
4ons;  but  the  leading  oltjeot,  after  all,  in  its 
oontionance,  is,  and  onght  to  be,  not  private 
emolument,  bat  pubUc  beneflL 

MessnreB,  therefore,  snch  as  I  have  alluded 
to,  woold  be  likely,  I  fear,  rather  to  aggravate, 
than  to  remedy  the  evil.  We  mnst  hope  that 
all  notes  nnder  five  dollars  may  be  entirely 
withdrawn  from  drcnlation,  by  ike  consent  of 
the  States  and  the  State  banks ;  and  when  that 
shall  be  done,  tlielr  place  will  be  immediately 
mpplied  with  specie.  We  shoald  then  receive 
an  accessioQ  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  least, 
to  our  specie  oircaUtion ;  and  those  ten  mil- 
lioQs  wiU  find  their  place,  not  in  the  banks,  not 
ooUoctad  anywhere  m  large  masses,  bat  in  con- 
stant use,  among  all  classes,  and  in  hourly 
transfer  from  hand  to  hand.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  snoh  an  addition  wonld  nve  great 
strength  to  onr  pecuniary  system,  disconrage 
excessive  exportation  of  epede,  and  tend  to  re- 
strun  and  correct  the  evils  of  overtrsding. 
England  has  ^plied  the  like  remedy  to  a  simi- 
lar evil,  thoDgh  die  has  carried  tJie  restriction 
maoh  higher,  and  allowed  the  circulation  of  no 
Dotee  for  leas  soms  than  five  ponnds  sterling. 

I  have  thought  this  subject,  Mr.  President,  of 
BO  maoh  importance,  as  that  it  was  fit  to  present 
it,  at  this  time,  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  propose  to  do  no  more  at  present,  than  to 
insert  sach  a  provision  ei  I  have  described  >in 
this  bill.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  matter 
may  attract  the  attention  of  those  wLoae  agen- 
cy will  be  deured  to  aocompUah  the  general 
otjeoL 
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SiTUBHAT,  Uay  SB. 
Batik  qf  tA«  Uwt^  StaU»—BaiA<irt»r. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the 
UU  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  sabscribers  to  tlie  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  KooBX  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  an  additional  sectJon,  providing  that  it 
should  not  be  law^  to  establish  abranch  in 
any  State  without  the  assent  of  that  Bl«te; 
thai  the  capital  of  such  branch  shall  be  sul^jeot 


to  taxation,  in  like  manner  with  that  rftti 
State  bank ;  and  that,  if  the  bank  does  not  h- 
clare  what  is  the  amount  of  soch  capital,  i 
may  be  lawfal  for  the  State  to  assame  uy  pv- 
ticular  mm  as  the  amount  of  the  capitaL  lb 
U.  did  not  wish,  at  present,  to  preaa  tb«  a» 
sideration  of  this  amendment  and  he  mmi 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  Dallas  presumed  there  iroold  be  do  (^ 
Jection  to  the  motion  to  print,  i>roTided  it  ti 
not  delay  the  discaarion  of  the  biU. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Wbbsteb  proceeded  to  say  that  yt<tB> 
day  he  had  alloded  to  a  madificatitHi  i  iiiityMJ 
in  the  seventli  secUoo,  which  regarded  tlwto 
nos  to  be  paid  by  the  bank  for  its  ezdo^ 
pririleses.  That  seotioQ  provided  that  thi  l» 
nua  should  be  paid  in  three  annual  iostalisMl^ 
of  (&OO,OO0  each.  Be  would  more  that  it  k 
amended,  so  that  the  bank  should  p«y,  by  aif 
of  a  bonus,  an  annuity  or  Teuij  torn  d 
tlfiO.OOO,  each  and  every  year  daring  itstaa 
of  fifteen  years. 

Hr.  Mabgt  Inqaired  if  there  -waa  sot  a  pnp- 
ositjon  before  uie  committee,  from  a  i^ 
respectable  quarter,  to  pay  a  boniu  €it  tk« 
miUions  of  dollars  for  the  ohHrinr  of  a.  b»k. 

Ur.  Wbbstui  answered  that  there  was. 

Ur.  Bbkton  ol^eoted  to  the  Mjment  of  Mj 
bonus  whatever,  and,  in  lien  oi  that  qieciH  d 
compensation,  exfiressed  his  opinion  that  ds 
proper  compensation  for  the  tuuik,  proriU 
this  excln^ve  privil^;e  was  sold  to  it,  vodi 
be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  inlareet  on  loaniMi 
discounts.    A  reduction  of  intereat  wonld  h 


into  the  Treasnry,  and  probably  be  lari^ri 
immediately  on  some  scheme,  poasibhr  miMa- 
stitotional  m  its  nature,  and  sectional  ui  it*  if- 
plication.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  aoj  eAmt 
for  getting  money  into  the  Treasury  a(  pnsaL 
Thedi£Bcnlty  lay  the  other  way..  The  sbm^ 
iw  was  to  keep  money  oat  of  the 
prevent  the  aconmulgtion  of  a  aorplE 
B  reception  of  this  bonos  would  eo  to  agcia- 
te  that  difficulty,  by  increa^g  Uiat  sdi^m. 
Kings  might  receive  boansea  for  selling  cxck- 
aive  privileges  to  monopolizing  companiea.  li 
that  case  his  subjects  would  bear  the  Ic«^  iid 
he  would  receive  the  profit;  bat,  in  s  repnUia 
IS  inoomprebensible  that  the  people  abodl 
sell  to  a  company  the  privilegea  of  makiaf 
money  ont  of  themselvea.  He  waa  opposed  t* 
the  grant  of  an  ezclosive  privilege;  he  wa> 
opposed  to  the  sale  of  privileges ;  but  if  (ratf- 
edj  or  sold,  he  was  In  favor  of  receiving  th* 
pnoe  in  the  way  that  would  be  most  bmMMJ 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  people;  aad,  in  Hn 
case,  a  reduclioa  of  interest  would  best  accon- 
pliah  that  object.  A  bank,  wluch  had  the  bea- 
efit  of  the  credit  and  revenue  of  the  United 
States  to  bank  npon,  could  well  afford  to  mak* 
loans  and  discounts  for  less  than  six  per  cot- 
torn,  five  pcr«entam  would  bo  hi^  Intcrat 
tor  aaoh  a  bank ;  and  be  had  bo  dodiC  if  Ite 
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was  allowed  for  the  applioation,  that  applica- 
tions eiiOQgh  would  be  made  to  take  Uia  char- 
ter upon  these  terms. 

Being  on  his  feet,  H>.  B.  said  he  woqM  agun 
go  on  to  submit  some  reasoaa  ^h;  the  qae«tiou 
of  renewing  the  bank  charter  abould  not  be  de- 
cided at  this  time.  He  did  not  object  to  dis- 
cussion. It  was  through  diacussion  that  the 
people  were  reached.  Congressional  doltates 
excited  and  fixed  their  atteQCiou,  often  imparted 
to  them  information,  and  aided  them  in  reflect- 
ing back  their  wishes  and  sentiments  upon  their 
representatives.  He  applauded  the  Preeident 
foi^having  brought  this  snbjeot  before  tlie  Oon- 
gresAnd  the  people,  in  his  three  annud  Mev 
sages^  he  was  well  satisfied  that  the  directors 
of  the  bank  bad  moved  their  application  at  the 
present  time :  he  had  no  ol^eotion  even  to  the 
present  discussion,  except  that  it  detained  him 
Irom  his  family,  and  consumed  time  which  he 
-wished  to  euplo;  on  sniyeots  of  more  immedi- 
ate and  pressing  importance  to  his  oonstitn- 
ents;  but  he  took  a  clear  ^nd  broad  distinction 
between  disons^on  and  decision  ;  and  as  dis- 
«assion  should  always  precede  decision,  and 
leave  as  much  time  for  consideration  afterwards 
as  possible,  he  was  opposed  to  decision  now. 
There  was  certainly  no  necessity  for  it.  The 
bank  charter  had  foor  years  yet  to  run,  and 
two  years  after  that  to  oontinne  in  force  for 
winding  np  its  affairs  \  in  all,  siz  years  liefore 
the  disBolntion  of  the  corporation :  and  if  he 
was  to  name  the  true  appropriate  time  for  Con- 
gress to  make  its  decision,  it  would  be  in  the 
two  years  which  intervened  between  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter  and  the  dissolation  of  the 
corporation;  and  this  would  remit  thO  final 
decision  to  the  Congress  which  woald  dt  be- 
tween 18SS  and  1888.  The  stockholders  had 
not  applied  for  the  recharter  at  this  session. 
Their  resolution,  adopted  in  triennial  meeting 
last  September,  authorized  the  president  ana 
directors  to  apply  at  any  time  before  the  next 
triennial  meeting,  which  would  be  in  Septem- 
ber, ISM ;  so  tiiat,  according  to  the  resolution 
of  the  stockholders,  tlicre  were  yet  two  ses- 
sions of  Congress  to  be  held  before  the  question 
need  be  dedded, 

Uany  reasons  oppoae  the  final  action  of  Con- 
mss  upon  this  subject  at  the  pr^aenf  time. 
We  are  eihaosted  with  the  tedium,  if  not  with 
the  lalwts  of  a  six  months'  session.  Our  hearts 
•ad  minds  most  bo  at  home,  though  our  bodies 
are  here.  Mentally  and  l>odily  we  are  unable 
to  give  the  attention  and  consideration  to  this 
qneetjon,  which  the  magnitude  of  its  principles. 
tne  extent  and  variety  of  its  details,  demand 
from  US.  Other  sutgects  of  more  immediate 
and  pressing  interest  must  be  thrown  aside, 
make  way  for  it.  The  reduction  of  the  price 
of  the  public  lands,  for  which  the  new  States 
have  been  petitioning  for  so  many  years,  and 
tbe  modification  of  &e  tariff,  the  continnonoe 
of  which  seems  to  be  weakening  the  cement 
which  binds  this  Union  together,  must  be  post- 
poned, end  posaitdy  lost  for  the  sesuon,  if  we 
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go  on'with  tbe  bank  question.  Why  has  th« 
taiiff  been  dropped  in  the  Senate  t  Every  one 
reooUeots  the  haste  witb' which  that  sulject 
was  taken  np  in  this  chamber ;  how  it  was 
pushed  to  a  certain  point ;  and  how  suddenly 
and  gently  it  has  given  way  to  tiie  bank  bill  I 
Is  there  any  union  of  interest — any  conjunc- 
tion of  forccB — any  combined  plan  of  action — 
any  allianc^  offensive  or  defensive,  between 
the  United  States  Bonk  and  the- American  sys- 
tem I  Certainly  they  enl«r  the  field  together, 
one  here,  the  other  yonder,  (pointing  to  tba 
nouse  of  Bepresentatives,}  and  leaving  a  dear 
stage  to  each  other,  they  press  at  once  upon 
boUi  wings,  and  anoonnce  a  perfect  non-inter- 
ference, if  not  mutaal  ud,  in  the  double  victory 
which  Is  to  be  achieved.  Why  have  the  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufiso- 
turea,  and  for  taking  np  which  notices  hs«i 
been  given,  why  are  tney  so  suddenly,  so  easily, 
so  gently,  abandoned)  Why  is  the  land  biU, 
reported  by  the  same  committee,  and  a  pledge 
given  to  call  it  up  when  the  Committee  on  Publio 
Lands  had  made  their  counter  report,a]so  suffered 
to  sleep  on  the  tablet  The  counter  report  is 
made;  it  is  printed;  it  lies  on  every  table;  why 
not  go  on  with  the  lands,  when  the  settlement 
of  the  question  of  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
be  derived  from  that  source  precedes  the  tariff 
question,  and  mnst  be  settled  before  we  know 
how  much  revenue  should  be  raiaed  from  im- 
ports? 


Congress  on  this  subject.  The  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives had  appointed  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  the  1>ank ;  iAmj  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  iimit  of  the  time  alli^ed  them ; 
had  reported  adversely  to  the  bank,  and  espe- 
cially a^inst  the  renewing  of  the  charter  at 
tJiia  session;  and  had  urged  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther examinations.  Would  the  Senate  proceed 
while  this  unfinished  investdgation  was  depend- 
ing in  the  House?  Would  they  act  so  as  to 
limit  the  investigation  to  the  few  weeks  whioli 
were  allowed  the  committee,  when  we  have 
from  four  to  six  years  on  hand  in  which  to 
make  it  ?  The  reports  of  tJils  committee,  to 
€ba  amount  of  some  16,000  copies,  had  been 
ordered  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  to  be 
distributed  among  the  people.  For  what  pur- 
pose? Certainly  that  the  people  may  read 
them,  make  up  their  minds  upon  their  con- 
tents, and  communicate  their  sentiments  to 
tbeir  representatives.  But  these  reports  are 
not  yet  disb-ibuted ;  they  are  not  yet  read  by 
the  people ;  and  ^hy  order  this  distribution 
without  wai^ng  for  ita  effects,  when  there  Is  so 
mnch  time  on  hand?  Why  treat  the  people 
with  this  mockery  of  a  pretended  conspltation, 
while  proceeding  to  act  before  they  can  read 
what  we  hare  ordered  to  be  sent  to  them  I 
Nay,  more,  the  very  doouments  upon  which 
the  reports  are  founded  are  yet  imprinted  I 
The  Senate  is  actually  pushed  into  this  discus- 
sion,  without  having  seen  the  eridenoe  which 
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wu  oolleoted  b?  the  investiKating  committee, 
and  which  the  Ben&te  itwlf  bsH  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  its  members  I 

The  deeision  of  this  qaestion,  eontjniied  Mr. 
B.,  doea  not  belons  to  this  C<ODgreae,  but  to  the 
OonipeM  which  will  be  elected  mider  the  sew 
oenaOB  of  18S0.  It  looked  to  him  like  nsurpa- 
tion  for  this  Oongress  to  seiza  npoh  &  qnestion 
of  thifi  magaitnde,  which  need  not  be  deoided 
nntil  the  new  and  Aill  repreeentation  of  the 
people  comes  in,  and,  if  decided,  the  deoiuon 
of  which  is  irrevocable,  thoagh  it  cannot  take 
effect  until  1896,  that  is  to  8B7,  until  three 
feah  after  the  new  and  ibll  representation 
vonld  be  in  power.  What  Oongross  is  thist 
It  ia  the  apportionment  of  1820,  formed  on  a 
pOTiolation  of  ten  milliona  of  people.  It  is  jnst 
going  out  of  ezietence.  A  new  Oongreaa,  ap- 
pSrtfoned  upon  a  representation  of  thirteen 
millions,  is  already  prOTided  for  by  law,  and 
after  the  4th  of  Uaroh  next — within  nine 
months  from  this  day — will  be  in  power,  and 
entitled  to  their  seats  where  we  now  sit.  That 
Congress  will  contain  thirty  members  more 
thah  the  present.    Uillions  of  peoplr 


West  alone,  a  million  of  people  lose  their  voice 
in  the  decision  of  this  qnestion  I  And  why  t 
What  exoose  1  What  necessity  I  What  plea 
for  this  endden  hast«  which  int«rnipts  an  tm- 
finisbed  investigation,  seta  aside  the  unmediate 
bosiness  <^  the  people,  and  usurps  the  rights  of 
onr  sncceesors^  No  plea  in  the  world,  except 
thata^gantic  moneyed  institntion  reftisee  to 
wait,  and  mnst  have  her  imperial  wishes  inune- 
diately  gratilied.  K  charten  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  shonld  be  with  as  little  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  posterity — with  as  little  encroach- 
ment npo^i  the  privileges  of  onr  BOCceeBOra,  as 
possible.  Once  in  ten  years,  and  that  at  the 
oommenoement  of  each  full  representation  un- 
der a  new  censns,  wonld  be  the  most  proper 

Hr.  B,  had  nothing  to  do  with  motives.  Be 
neither  preferred  ftocnsstions,  nor  pronounced 
absolutions ;  bnt  it  was  impos^ble  to  shnt  his 
eyes  npon  faots,  and  to  dose  np  his  reason 
M^nst  the  dednction  of  inevitable  inferences. 
!nie  Presidential  election  was  at  hand— -it 
wonld  come  on  in  fonr  months — and  here  was 
B  question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  mnst 
affect  that  election — in  the  opinion  of  some, 
may  decide  it — which  is  pressed  on  for  dedsion 
fonr  years  before  it  is  necessary  to  decide  it, 
and  six  'years  before  it  onght  to  be  decided. 
Why  this  sadden  pressure )  Is  it  to  throw  the 
bank  bill  into  the  hands  of  the  President,  to 
solve,  by  a  practical  reference,  the  disputed 
problem,  of  the  Executive  veto,  and  to  place 
the  President  onder  a  cross  fire  from  the  oppo- 
site banks  of  the  Potomac  River  t  He  (Hr.  B.) 
knew  nothing  about  that  veto,  bnt  he  knew 
sometiiing  of  human  nature,  and  something  of 
the  rights  of  the  people  nnder  our  repreeenta- 
-  live  (onn  of  Qovemment ;  and  be  would  be 
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tna  to  say  that  a  veto  which  wonld  stop  ths 
eneroaehment  of  a  minority  of  Congress  upon. 
the  rights  of  its  sncoessors — which  would  arrest 
a  frighttU  act  of  legislative  nsnipation — whicb 
would  retrieve  for  the  people  the  right  of  de- 
liberation, and  of  action — which  would  arrest 
the  overwhelming  progrera  of  a  gigantic  mon- 
eyed institntion — whiwi  wonld  prevent  Ohio 
from  being  derived  of  five  votes,  Indiana  (rum 
losing  fonr,  Tennessee  four,  Illinois  two,  Alji- 
bama  two,  Kentucky,  Hisussippi  and  Uissoori 
one  each — which  would  save  six  votes  to  New 
York  and  two  to,  Pennsylvania ;  a  veto,  in 
short,  which  wonld  protect  the  rights. o^tfvo 
millions  of  people,  now  nnrepresented  in  Con- 
gress, would  be  an  act  of  oonstitntional  justice 
to  the  pe«ple,  which  ought  to  raise  the  Presi- 
dent, and  certainly  would  raise  him,  to  a  higber 
degree  of  favor  in  the  estimation  of  every  re- 
publican citizen  of  the  community  than  be  now 
enjoyed.  By  passing  on  the  charter  now.  Con- 
gress wonld  lose  all  check  and  control  over  tits 
institution  for  the  four  years  it  bad  yet  to  ran. 
The  pendency  c^  the  qnestion  was  a  rod  orer 
its  head  for  these  four  years;  to  decide  tbe 
'question  now,  is  to  free  it  from  all  restrun^ 
and  turn  it  loose  to  play  what  part  it  pleased 
in  all  our  affairs — elections,  State,  federal,  and 
Presidential — that  it  pleased. 

Mr.  B.  eud  he  had  given  reasons  eirougli  to 
diow  the  inexpediency  of  final  action  npon  this 
question  at  present ;  but  he  had  another  reason 
to  give,  of  a  nature  entirely  different  frmn 
those  he  had  nrged,  and  one  which  was  entitled 
to  the  consideration,  no^  only  of  the  people's 
represfntstives  here,  bnt  of  the  people  them- 
selves at  home.  It  was  a  reason  wliicb  wcMild 
address  itself  to  that  portion  of  the  people,  and 
their  representatives,  who  were  in  favor  of  na- 
tional banking,  bnt  not  wedded  to  the  present 
British  monarcbial  bank,  miscalled  %ank  of  the 
United  States.  He  alluded  to  the  establish- 
ment of  several  American  banks,  with  moder- 
ate capitals,  and  withoot  exclusive  privile^e^ 
to  t>e  located  in  the  different  sections  of  Uiis 
Union,  and  to  supersede  and  succeed  the  pres- 
ent gigantic  institution.  This  was  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Madison.  He  suggested  it  in  hie  speech 
in  the.  House  of  Sepiesentatives,  in  the  year 
1791,  a^inst  Uie  establishment  of  the  first 
United  States  Bank,  and  recommended  it  to 
the  consideration  of  those  who  were  deter- 
mined to  embark  the  United  Statee  in  die 
banking  career,  he  himself  being  opposed  to 
any  banks ;  bnt  if  there  was  one,  he  iusiisted 
there  onght  to  be  several.  Tbe  genius  <rf  onr 
republican  Government,  the  equal  privileges  at 
the  [leople,  the  extent  of  our  conntry,  the 
diversity  of  onr  pursnits,  and  onr  abhurrenoe 
of  monopolies,  would  oil  require  the  multipli- 
cation and  difinnon  of  banks,  if  there  was  a, 
single  one.  Hr.  Madison  complained  of  tb« 
proneness  of  onr  statesmen  to  copy  English  ex- 
amples, without  considering  the  difference  be- 
tween the  genius  of  the  English  Government 
and  onr  own.    Theirs  was  a  monarchy ;  onr?  a 


DEBATES  OF  GONORESS. 


Hat,  ISSL]  £iaJi  ^ihe  UaOi 

republic'  t&eiM  preftrred  a  siDgle  bank,  wHi 


[Snun. 


and  power  ia  the  hands  of  a  few ;  ours  (if  it 
admilMd  of  aoybaiik)  would  require  seTeral, 
because  it  abhorred  exeloalve  privileges,  and 
reqoired  the  diffoiion  of  wealth  and  power, 
and  the  equal  dlBtrihation  of  beaeftts,  a«  well 
as  burden^  to  all  parta  of  the  Unioo.  The 
eaggestion  of  Ur.  Hadison  had  appeared  to 
him  (Ur.  B.)  to  be  emioentlj  inst  and  proper 
tram  the  time  that  he  first  reaa  it ;  and  hehad 
been  entirely  eooBnned  in  that  opinion,  and 
convinced  of  the  advantage  of  several  banks 
over  one,  (if  there  are  to  be  any,)  even  iu  a 
monarchy,  b;  tawing  and  oomparing  the  hU- 
tor^^  of  the  Uiree  Scottish  bulks  with,  the  sin- 
gle British  bank.  In  reading  this  historj,  he 
had  seen  the  advantage  of  checking  powers  in 
banking  Qovemments  as  welLas  in  political 
Governments.  The  three  SooRish  banks  had 
held  each  other  in  check,  had  proceeded  mod- 
erately in  all  tbeir  operationa,  eonducted  their 
bivdneBs  r^nlarly  and  pmdeutly,  and  alwajs 
kept  themselves  in  a  condition  to  face  their 
creditors;  while  the  single  English  bank,  hav- 
ing no  check  from  rival  Institntiains,  ran  riot  in 
the  wantonness  of  its  own  unbridled  power, 
delnging  the  country,  when  it  please^  with 
paper,  and  filling  it  with  specnistion  and  ei- 
trBvaganca;  drawing  In  again  when.it  pleased, 
and  fililng  it  with  bankruptcy  and  pauperism ; 
often  transceudinK  its  limits,  and  twice  step- 
ping payment,  ana  once  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  incom- 
parable superiority  of  the  Scottish  banking  sys- 
tem over  Uie  English  banking  system,  even  in 
a  monarchy ;  and  this  has  been  ofBcially  an- 
nounced to  the  Bank  of  England  by  the  British 
HInistry,  Ba  fer  back  as  the  year  1826,  with  the 
authentic  aoclaration  tliat  the  English  system 
of  banking  must  be  assimilated  to  the  Scottish 
system,  and  that  her  excEnsive  privilege  coold 
never  be  renewed.  This  was  done  in  a  corre- 
spondence l)«Cween  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Kr.  Bobinson,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the 
Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  on  the  other.  In  their  letter  of  the 
18tb  January,  1820,  the  two  Uintstera,  advert- 
ing to  the  fact  of  the  stoppage  of  payment,  and 
repeated  eonvnislons  of  the  Btmk  of  England, 
while  the  Scottish  banks  had  been  wholly  free 
from  such' calamities,  declared  their  conviction 
that  there  existed  an  unsound  and  delusive  sys- 
tem of  banking  In  England,  and  a  sound  and 
solid  system  in  Scotland  t  And  tboy  gave  the 
offldal  BBBurance  of  the  British  Government^ 
that  neither  his  M^esty's  Ministers,  nor  Parlia- 
ment, would  ever  aeree  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  En^and  with  Uieir  exclusive 
privileges  I  Exclusive  privileges,  they  smd, 
were  ont  of  feshioni  Nor  is  it  renewed  to 
this  day,  though  the  charter  ie  within  nine 
mmtha  d*  its  expiration  I 


In  the  peonliar  excellence  of  the  Bcotdsh 
plan,  tie  a  few  plain  and  obvious  principlea, 
closely  related  to  republican  Ideas.  Rrat.  No 
exclusive  privileges.  Secondly.  Three  inde- 
pendent banks  to  check  and  control  each  other, 
and  difFhse  their  benefits,  instead  of  one  to  da 
as  it  pleased,  Aid  monopolize  the  moneyed 
power.  Thirdly.  The  liability  of  each  stock- 
holder for  the  amount  of  his  stock,  on  the  fedl- 
ure  of  tbe  bank  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie. 
Fourthly.  The  payment  of  a  moderate  interest 
to  deposits.  Upon  these  few  plain  principles, 
all  IX  them  foanded  in  republican  notions, 
equal  rights,  and  equal  justice,  the  Scottish 
banks  have  advanced  themSelves  to  the  first 
rank  in  Europe,  have  eclipsed  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  caused  it  to  be  condemned  in  ite 
own  country,  and  have  made  thonselves  t^ 
model  of  a!A  future  banking  institutions  m 
Great  Britain.  And  now,  it  woald  be  a  cnri- 
political  phenomenon,  and  might  give  rise 

ome  interesting  speculations  on  the  advance 

of  free  principles  in  England,  and  their  decline 
in  America,  '{f  the  Scottish  repnblioan  plan  of 
banking  should  be  rejected  here,  while  pre- 
ferred there,  and  tbe  Brittsb  monarchiat  plan, 
which  is  condemned  there,  should  be  perpetn- 
ated  here  I  and  this  double  incongruity  com- 
mitted without  necMsity,  without  excuse,  with- 
out giving  the  people  time  to  consider,  and  to 
communicate  their  sentiments  to  their  constitn- 
unts,  when  there  are  four,  if  not  ^x  years,  for 
them  to  consider  the  snbjeot  t^fore  final  de- 
cision is  required  1 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  the  plan 
which  he  su^^sted  was  not  only  to  be  repub- 
lican, but  American ;  it  was  to  admit  lU  no 
stockholders  hut  (%ose  who  were  citizeuB.    The. 

Siresent  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  fuU  of 
oraigners.  It  was  monarohial  in  it^iOrganiza- 
tion.  and  foreign  in  its  character.  The  former 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  justly  odiona, 
and  truly  condemned,  on  account  of  its  foreign 
composition ;  and  the  present  bank  was  more 
largely  imbued  with  foreign  capital  than  the 
former  one  was.  Foreigners,  in  the  former 
bank,  held  but  18,000  shares  of  |400  each, 
making  |7,20O,0OO  of  stock;  in  Uie  present 
hank,  they  own  84,0G5  shares  of  $100  each, 
making  ^,406,G00  of  stock.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  the  foreigners  have  no  votes  :  those 
who  have  the  money  will  rule  in  all  moneyed 
institutions.  They  had  no  votes  in  the  former 
bank ;  but  the  republicans  of  IBll  would  not 
tolerate '  an.  institution  of  which  they  were 
memtjers.  The  hesl  fbature  in  the  Scottish 
plan  of  banking — the  best  which  he  proposed 
in  the  plan  he  nad  sketched — was  the  liahility 
of  stocBholders  for  the  amount  of  their  stock. 
This,  of  coarse,  would  require  American  stock- 
holders ;  as  a  privilege  to  sue  British  lords  and 
ladies  in  Eugland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  would 
be  a  nugatory  and  ridiculous  provision. 

Ur.  Qi.k.ftcfs  had  a  few  observations  to  make 
in  aiuwer  to  the  gentleman  from  Uissonri,  (Ur. 
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Bkhtok)  on  the  pOBtpoaement  of  tlie  bill  to  a 
more  UTauiwd  period.  U«  had  HOggested  that 
put;  feelings  would  be  enRendered  with  it,  and 
that,  in  ooDseqaence  of  tba  Presidential  elec- 
tion, it  Tonla  become  a  party  qaeation  with 
the  people,  and  therefore  ogght  to  be  post- 
poned. He  would  reply  to  the  geatlemao,  that 
the  qaeation  hal  b«ea  pressed  on  Congress  at 
this  verj  session  by  the  President  himself^  and 
their  aoting  on  it  is  in  perfect  acoordsnce  with 
the  sentimenia  he  has  expressed. 

[Mr.  Cu-TTON  here  read  the  partwraph  in 
the  last  Message  in  refereoce  to  the  subject] 

As  he  (Mr.  C), understood  the  sentence,  the 
Preiident  had  conceived  it  Lis  dnty  to  press 
the  early  decirion  of  this  important  question  on 
the  people,  nor  could  he  see,  nor  appreciate, 
the  principle  laid  down  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,)  how  it  could  influence  the  election,  or  be 
put  aside  on  that  account,  when  they  wore  told 
it  had  been  brought  before  them  by  the  Presi- 
dent himaelH 

But,  again,  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  inquire  of  the 
Senator  f^m  Missouri,  if  bis  argument  were 
now  good,  as  to  its  postponement  till  the  time 
.  of  the  expiration  of  the  oharter,  why  he  bad  so 
atrennondy  pressed  a  decision  on  Uie  question 
even  last  session.  If  the  geutleman's  memory 
will  only  serve  him,  or  if  he  will  turn  to  what 
is  recorded  on  their  journals,  he  will  find  that, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1831,  a  resolotioD  was 
introduced  by  himself,  that  "  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress should  be  expressed  against  renewing  the 
cliarter."  In  that  year  the  gentleman  had 
tlion^ht  it  right  for  CongreBs  to  pass  on  its 
oonstitutionolity— why  not  now,  in  1SS2 !  He 
(Mr.  C.)  oould  not  see  the  fc>rce  of  the  gentle- 
man's reasoaing  respecting  the  new  ratio.  The 
Preddent  had  not  referred  to  it,  nor  was  it 
probable  tt  bad  ever  occnrred  to  him ;  and  it 
i^>peared  to  him  (Mr.  C.)  that  the  President 
lud  placed  it  before  the  present  Congress.  He 
trusted,  be  was  confident,  that,  in  deciding  the 

Siestion,  party  feelings  would  have  no  place. 
B  perfectly  agreed  with  the  honorable  chwr- 
man  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  T>ai.1i*r,]  that  it 
■hould  be  solely  a  legislative  hasmess,  and  that 
they  should  act  oo  it  as  snch,  and  not  suffer 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  any  bias  or 
pr^udice  whatever,  or  other  feelings.  It  was 
a  measure  in  which  the  interests  of  the  whole 
American  people  were  involved,  and  if  angbt 
of  party  feelings  would  hare  place,  they  would 
not  be  introduced  by  himself,  or  the  friends 
with  whom  he  generally  coincided  in  senti- 
ment. There  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  dwell 
on  the  general  features  of  the  maasore,  after 
the  eloquent  remarlLS  of  the  gentleman  from 
Masaachnsetts  (Mr.  Webstbb)  yesterday. 

Mr.  Masct  hoped  the  Senator  from  Uassa- 
ohosetta  would  put  his  proposition  in  blank, 
that  we  may  increase  the  amount  of  the  bonus. 
It  had  been  declared  by  a  very  intelligent  friend 
of  the  bank,  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
would  increase  the  volne  of  the  stock,  by  tiie 
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amount  of  seventeen  millioDe  of  doDars.  It 
was  proper,  therefore,  that  the  Govenunenl  | 
should  have  aenitableequivaleutforthehei^  ' 
thus  to  be  conferred  on  the  stockholders. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wn- 
stib'b  amendment,  and  it  was  dedded  in  tb 
affirmative — yeas  83,  nays  10, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbntoh,  the  yeas  and  luji 
being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Setiaton  ptM- 
ont,  thoee  who  voted  are  as,/oUows : 

Tua.— Messrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  CbuntMn,  Oi;, 
Clayton,  Dalks,  EUie,  EwiiiK,  Foot,  Frelinglii)^ 
Gnindy,  Hayae,  Eendriclu,  Johnston,  Kiii|;,Eiiigbt, 
If  iller,  Moore,  NHudtin,  Foindexter,  Freatin,  Rob' 
bins,  RobiaBOD,  Semour,  Slsbee,  TuenH,  Tip- 
ton, TomliDsOD,  Waggamsn,  Webster,  VWt, 
Wrikins." 

VlA. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Diokeraon,  Dtt 
ley.  Hill,  Mangum,  llaniy,  &nitb,  Spragw,  Tranp. 

Mr.  Wbbst*  then  submitted  two  ipKoi- 
menta,  and  moved  that  they  be  printed ;  '^^ 
was  ordered.   , 


M0KDA.T,  May  28. 

Bant  «f  the   UniUd  Statet—PrAMtin  ^ 

NatM  vnder  Tttrnty  Dalian. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
modify  and  continue  the  charter  of  the  Buk 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  the  amend  menb  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Webster,  being  in  substance— 

1st.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treww 
should,  at  any  time  here^ler,  when  dlrwnd 
by  the  President,  Lave  the  power  to  purchw 
additional  sto<*  in  the  bank  to  an  amomit  not 


bank,  after  the  4th  of  March,  1831,  to  iaw 
any  not^  of  a  less  value  than dollars. 

Mr.  Webstib  acceded  to  the  snggestion  a 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  thsl,  1" 
reference  to  his  first  amendment,  Cocgrwi 
could  act  hereafter,  whenever  such  »^ 
should  be  called  for  by  circumstanMs.  B« 
would  not  therefore  press  that  amendmccL 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Webstm  said  a  few  words  In  deftuce  « 
hia  second  amendment,  which  imposed  ne  ■«■ 
strictiou  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  pf* 
ent  charter.  The  effect  of  hia  propositioaffoaU 
be  to  introduoe  more  specie  into  circnlsl"*- 
and  to  banish  the  small  notes  with  whiti  »* 
country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  ffl'jS' 
blank  with  ten  dollars,  but  expressed  h»  ""' 
iugness  to  vote  for  a  higher  restriction,  if  •"! 
Senator  should  move  it.  .  j.-t. 

Mr.  Beston  would  propose  to  ^m"'^ 
twenty  dollars,  and  would  ask  for  the  J^"^ 
nays  on  the  question.    He  alluded  to  the  pW^ 


and  to  the  evils  that  had  occurred  i 

trary  system,  by  the  efforts  of  cooni 
being  ooudned  to  notes  of  small  anionotr "  '^ 
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irho  were  leas  able  to  detect  the  forgery.  The 
notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  also,  eircolat- 
iog  to  the  Rreat«st  distaDoe,  where  coanterfeita 
were  less  liable  to  be  detected,  if  of  a  low 
amount,  and  thun  circalating  among  the  mar- 
Iceting  class,  might  indace  the  same  evils. 

Mr.  Glat  mentioned  the  state  of  the  bank- 
ing system  ia  Kentneky — tlie  feitnre  of  several 
banks.  When  he  first  heard  the  amendment, 
he  was  opposed  tcTit  The  proposition  to  pass 
an.  enactment  thus  restricting  the  amonnt  of 
tbe  notes,  woold  eerionsly  affect  the  resouroea 
of  that  Stat»— they  had  no  bank  of  their  own, 
and,  by  raising  the  notes  of  the  bank  above 
five  dollars,  they  would  bsve  to  have  recourse 
to  the  notes  ik  their  ueighboring  States  for 
Qieir  ctroulatiiig  mediam,  to  transact  their  or- 
dinary buainess  and  dealing.  Therefore,  be 
was  opposed  to  a  higher  sum  than  tea  dollars, 
aod  would  only  agree  to  this,  as  a  discretionary 
£avor  resting  in  CoDgress  whether  it  might  lie 
prndent  hereafter  to  fix  on  that  amount. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr,  Foot  and  Mr. 
Cn&MBKBS,  the  question  was  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  with  twenty  dollars,  when  it  was  agreed 
to ;  and  the  amendment  thm  shaped  was  oon- 
curred  in. 

Taxatitm  0/  iAe  Bank  Staei  hy  the  Slattt. 

lit.  MooRB  then  moved  his  araeudment,  1st, 
That  DO  branch  sbonid  be  established  in  any 
State,  without  the  assent  of  the  State;  and, 
2d,  That  every  branch  shall  be  liable  \o  taza' 
tion  in  the  State  as  the  State  banks  are,  or  in 
propOTttoB  as  other  property  is  taxed. 

Mr.  Vbbbtbb  said  tie  tmsted  the  Senate 
would  not  HOt  on  these  propositions,  without 
fall;  understanding  their  bearing  and  extent. 
For  my  own  part,  said  he,  I  look  upon  the  two 
parts  of  the  amendment,  as  substantially  of  the 
some  character.  Each,  in  my  opinion,  confers 
a  power  in  the  BUtas  to  expel  tbe  bank  at  their 
pleasure ;  in  otber  words,  entirely  to  defeat  the 
operations  and  destroy  the  capacity  for  usefnl- 
ness  of  tbe  whole  bank.  The  simple  question 
is,  shall  we,  hy  our  own  act,  in  the  charter 
itself^  give  Uie  States  permission  to  expel  the 
bank  and  all  its  branenee  ft'om  tbeir  limits,  at 
their  own  pleasnre?  The  first  part  of  the 
amendment  gives  this  permission  in  express 
terras;  and  tue  latter  part  gives  it  iu  effect, 
by  auUiorizing  the  States  to  tax  the  loans  and 
iuoes  of  the  bank,  with  no  effectual  limitation. 
It  s^tpears  to  me  idle  to  say  that  this  power 
May  be  safety  given,  because  It  will  not  oe  ex- 
ercised. It  is  to  be  given,  I  presume,  on  the 
mppoHtion  that  probably  some  of  the  States 
will  choose  ta  exercise  it ;  else  why  is  it  given 
at  all  I  And  will  they  not  so  choose  t  We 
have  already  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
hate,  of  two  cases  in  which  States  attempted 
to  exercise  a  power  of  this  kind,  when  they 
did  not  conatitntienally  possess  It.  Two  States 
bare  taxed  the  branches,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  driving  them  out  of  tbeir  limits,  and 


frere  prevented  iraca  accomplishing  this  objeet 
merely  t^  force  of  Judicial  decisions  against 
their  right.  If,  then,  these  attempts  have  been 
made  to  exercise  this  power,  when  it  was  not  , 
l^ally  possessed,  and  ngunst  the  will  of  CA- 
^ess,  is  there  any  doubt  it  will  be  exercised 
when  Its  exercise  shall' be  permitted,  and  in- 
vited by  the  proposed  anjenament !  Ho  donb^ 
in  my  mind,  the  power,  if  granted,  will  be  ex- 
ercised, and  the  main  object  of  continuing  the 
bauk  thus  defeated. 

Now,  sir,  iu  the  first  place,  I  doubt  exceed- 
ingly our  power  to  adopt  this  amendment,  and 
Ipray  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  regard  to  this  point.  In  tbe  fintt  plac& 
let  me  ask,  what  is  the  oonstitntional  ground 
on  which  Congress  created  this  corporation, 
and  on  which  we  now  propose  to  oontinne  itt 
There  is  no  express  authority  to  create  a  bank, 
or  any  other  corporation,  given  to  us  by  the 
constitution.  The  power  is  derived  by  impli- 
cation. It  has  been  exercised,  and  can  be  ex- 
ercised, only  on  the  gronnd  of  a  Just  necessity. 
It  is  to  be  mtuntained,  if  at  all,  on  the  allega- 
tion that  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank 
is  a  just  and  necessary  means  of  carrying  on 
the  Oovemment,  and  of  executing  the  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitution.  On 
this  ground,  Congress  has  established  this  bank, 
and  on  this  It  is  now  proposed  to  be  continued. 
And  it  has  already  been  judicially  decided  that 
Congress  having  establisbed  a  bank  for  these 
pnrposes,  tbe  Constitatiou  of  the  United  States 
pronibits  the  States  from  taxing  it.  Observe, 
sir,  it  Is  the  constitution,  not  the  law,  whii^ 
lajs  this  prohibition  on  the  States.  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  does  not  declare  that  the  States 
shall  not  tax  It.  It  says  'not  one  word  on  that 
sul^ect  The  restraint  is  imposed  not  bjr  Con- 
gress, but  by  a  higher  anthority,  the  constita- 
tiou. Now,  sir,  I  ask  bow  we  can  relieve  the 
States  from  this  constitutional  prohibition.  It 
is  true  that  this  prohibition  is  not  imposed  in 
express  terms ;  but  it  results  from  the  general 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  has  been 
Judicislly  decided  to  exist  in  fiill  force.  This  is 
a  protection,  then,  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  its  own  force,  holds  over 
this  instrument,  which  Congress  has  deemed 
necessary  to  be  created,  iu  order  to  carry  on 
the  Government,  so  soon  as  Congress,  exercis- 
ing its  own  Judgment,  has  chosen  to  create  it. 
Can  we  throw  off,  from  this  Government,  this 
constitutional  protection  t  I  think  it  clear 'we 
cannot  We  cannot  repeal  the  constitution. 
We  cannot  say  that  every  power,  every  branch, 
every  institution,  and  every  law  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, shall  not  have  all  the  force,  all  the 
sanction,  and  all  the  protection,  which  the  con- 
stitotion  gives  it.  By  the  constitution,  every 
law  of  Congress  is  finally  to  be  considered,  and 
its  construction  ultimately  settled  hj  tbe  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States.  These  very 
acts,  before  referred  to,  taxing  the  banka,  were 
held  valid  by  more  or  fewer  of  tbe  States' 
Judicatures,  bat  were  finally  pronounced  on- 
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conatitulJoiiBl  b;  the  Bnpreme  Court  of  th« 
United  States ;  itnd  this,  not  by  force  of  any 
words  ia  the  oh&rter,  but  b;  force  of  the  oon- 
BtjtutioQ  iteelf.  I  sak  whether  it  is  competent 
fbroB  to  reverse  this  proviaiun  of  tlie  oonatitn- 
tioD^  and  to  say  that  the  lawn  of  Oongreu  aball 
receive  their  ulUmate  oonstroctioii  from  the 
Stat«  courta.  Ag^u:  .the  coQBtitution  givea 
CoDgreee  a.  right  to  lay  duties  of  imposts,  and 
U  prohibits  the  exercise  of  any  such  power  by 
the  States.  Now,  it  bo  happens  that  the  na- 
tional Treasury  is  full,  and  the  State  Treasaries 
are  &r  less  so.  It  might  be  thongltt  very  oon* 
yenient  that  a  part  of  the  rec«ptB  at  the  cos- 
tom-honsss  should  be  received  by  the  States. 
But  will  any  man  say  that  Oongross  could  now 
anthome  the  States  ta  lay  and  collect  imposts 
nnder  any  restrictions  or  limitations  whatever  t 
Ko  one  will  pretend  it.  That  would  be  to 
make  a  new  partition  of  power  between  this 
Government  and  the  State  GovemmenU.  Mr. 
Uadison  has  very  correctly  observed,  that  the 
assent  of  the  States  cannot  confer  a  new  power 
on  Conaress,  except  in  those  cases  especially 
provided  in  the  constitution.  This  is  very 
tme ;  and  it  is  equally  true  that  the  States  can- 
not obtain  a  new  power,  by  the  consent  of 
Congress,  agunst  the  prohibition  of  the  consti- 
tution, except  in  those  oases  which  are  ex- 
pressly so  provided  for  in  the  oanstitntJoa 
Itself. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  President,  to  inquire  on 
what  gromid  it  is  that  the  States  chum  this 
power  of  taxation  ?  They  do  not  claim  it  as  a 
power  te  tax  all  property  of  their  own  citizens. 
This  they  poHseas,  without  denial  or  doubt. 
Every  stocKholder  in  the  bank  is  liable  to  be 
taxed  for  his  property  therein,  by  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  citizen.  This  right  is  exercised, 
I  believe,  by  all  the  States  which  lay  taxes  on 
money  at  interest,  income,  and  other  subjeols 
of  that  kind.  It  is,  then,  not  that  they  may  be 
authorized  te  tax  the  property  of  their  own 
lutizens ;  nor  U  it  becaose  any  State  does  not 
participate  in  the  advantage  of  the  premium  pr 
haaat  paid  by  the  bank  to  Government  for  the 
charter.  That  snm  goea  into  the  Treasury  for 
the  general  good  of  all. 

Nor  can  the  claim  be  snsttuned,  nor  indeed  is 
it  asserted,  on  tiie  strength  of  the  mere  ciroum- 
stanoe  that  a  branch  or  an  office-  is  esteblished 
iu  a  State.  Such  ofBce  or  branch  is  but 
agency.  It  is  no  body  politic  or  corporate.  It 
has  no  legal  existence  of  itselt  It  is  but  an 
agent  of  the  general  corporation.  That  theee 
agenta  have  their  residence  or  place  of  basiness 
in  a  particular  State,  is  not  of  itself  the  foun- 
dation of  any  claim.  Bat,  according  to  the  Ian- 
goage  of  the  amendment,  the  gromid  of  this 
claim  to  tax  is  evidently  the  loans  and  ' 
and  these  loans  and  issnea,  properly  sr 
are  the  loans  and  ^socants  of  the  haul 
office,  as  an  agent,  conducts  the  arrangements, 
it  u  true ;  but  the  notes  which  are  issued  are 
notes  of  the  bank,  and  the  debts  created  are 
debte  due  te  the  bank.    The  circnlation  is  the 
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circnlation  o(  the  bank.  Now  the  t 
what  the  States  clwm,  or  what  thieti 
proposes  to  give  them,  ia,  a  right  to  tax  ^e 
circulation  of  the  bank.  It  ia  (n  tliia  rigU 
that  the  argument  resta.  Th4  aommoa  wkj  of 
stating  it  is,  that,  unoe  State  lianka  ps^  »  tax 
to  the  Slate,  these  branch  banks,  oominaaaMxig 
them,  onght  to  pay  a  similar  tax.  But  the 
Slate  banks  pay  the  tax  to  the  Stat«,  for  tfaa 
privilege  of  circulation  j  and  tiie  propoMtion  i^ 
therefore,  neither  more  nor4esa  than  that  tlw 
United  States  Bank  shall  paj  the  StatM  ior  tha 
s%me  privilege.  Tbe  oiraalation  of  the  tdW  te 
the  suMtanoe.  The  loo^ty  (tf  the  o6)oe  is  bol 
an  incident.  An  ofBce  la  created,  for  example 
on  Connecticut  River,  either  in  MmiiMliimilli. 
Vermont,  Conneotiout,  or  New  fiampdiire. 
The  notes  of  the  bank  are  loaned  at  thia  offioe^ 
and  put  inte  circulation  in  all  these  Butaa. 
Now  no  one  will  say  Ihat  the  State  where  tha 
office  ht4)pens  to  be  placed,  E^ould  hav*  ft  rigjit 
te  tsy  this  tAX,  and  the  other  States  have  no 
such  right.  This  wonld  be  a  merely  arbiSrary 
distinction.  It  wonld  be  founded  on  no  Ttial'or 
substantial  difference,  and  no  num  coold  aBri> 
onsly  contend  for  it,  as  il  seems  to  me.  Under 
this  very  amendment,  Pennsylvania  wonld  b» 
authorized  to  collect  a  large  tax,  and  New  Jer- 
sey no  tax  at  all,  although  the  Stat«  ciretil^Mn 
of  New  Jersey  is  as  mach  infringed  and  dbnin- 
ished  as  that  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  oirenlatka 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  State* 
which  have  the  benefit  of  branches,  (if  it  it* 
a  benefit,)  are  to  have  the  further  advantage  of 
taxation,  while  other  States  are  to  have  aeUher 
the  one  nor  the  other,  f  oonding  the  olaim  on 
the  State  right  to  derive  benefit  man  the  papO" 
oiroulation  which  exists  within  it,.tbe  advocate* 
of  the  claim  are  dearly  not  consistent  with 
themselves  when  they  maintiun  a  meaanre 
which  professes  to  protect  that  rij^t  in  aom% 
States,  and  to  leave  it  unprotected  in  othets. 

Bnt  the  inequality  of  the  <fier»ticHi  ot  thia 
amendment  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  main,  ob- 
jection to  iL  It  proceeds  on  a  prineiple  not  to 
be  admitted.  It  asserts,  or  it  takes  for  granted, 
that  the  power  of  authorimg  and  r^nlating 
the  p^ier  currency  of  tha  conntry  is  an  exdn- 
sive  State  right.  The  ground  assumed  can  be 
no  less  brofd  than  this :  beoaose  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  having  the  grant  of  a  power 
from  Congress  to  issue  notes  fur  oinnUation,  ita 
right  is  perfect,  if  Copgress  could  maka  toA 
grant,  it  owes  nothing  to  tb«  States,  if  Om- 
grees  could  give  what  it  has  nndertakeB  t» 
give ;  that  is  to  say,  if  Coogreaa,  of  ita  ov 
antiiority,  may  confer  a  ri^l  to  lane  p^tar  at 
circulation.  Now,  sir,  whosoever  denies  thja 
Tight  in  ConsresB,  denies,  oi  oouiDe,  ita  power 
to  create  such  a  bank  as  Dow  exists;  at  laaL 
so  it  strikes  me.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ia  i^uite  oncoustitiitionaL  if  the  whole 
paper  drculation  belongs  to  the  Slates;  be- 
cause tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  is  t.  bank 
or  circulation,  and  was  so  intended  to  be  by 
Congress,  which  e^roM^  fl^^t^1*i■t^^  tba  d^ 
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(Ktlatlon  of  notM  ud  bUk.  The  poirer  of  ism- 
ing  Dotas  for  MrniilUiDn  \»  not  an  indiapemable 
iiigT«di«nt  in  the  mnBtitatioQ  of  k  bank  merelf 
as  ■  bank.  The  earlier  banks  did  not  possess 
.it,  and  taauj  good  ODes  have  existed  withoot  it. 
Jl  bank  wilh  Qo  Each  power  might  yet  verj 
wdl  eoUaot  the  pablio  revenue,  (provided  there 
iraa  a  proper  mediom  ip  wliioh  it  could  he 
paid,)  oonM  tolerably  well  remit  the  rerenne  to 
the  TruKUT,  and  ooold  dealiisefully,  to  some 
extont,  in  the  bnsittew  of  eiobaoge.      - 

Ob  *hat  ground  is  it,  then,  that  Oongreas 
poweMea  the  power  not  only  Ut  create  a  bank, 
but  a  bank  ef  droBlation  f  Simplj,  as  I  8a[>- 
[K>M,  beoaoae  Oongren  poBseaaee  a  coiuEitD- 
tional  eontrol  over  the  cnrrenof  of  the  conn- 
b'j',  and  has  power  to  provide  a  safe  medium 
of  oircnlstitxij  as  well  for  Other  purposes,  as 
for  the  ec^eetion  of  its  own  debta  and  revenue. 
The  bank,  therefore,  already  powesses  nncon- 
•Utntjonal  power,  if  the  paper  oironl^ion  be 
the  aabjeot,  ezolauvely,  of  State  right  or  State 
regnlatioD.  Indeed,  rir,  it  is  not  a  little  etar- 
tling  that  Bueh  exatnsiTo  right  shoold  aow  be 
aaanted.  I  observed,  the  other  day,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  was  very  difficult  to  nmntain, 
«D  tlM  face  of  the  oraisUtiition  itself;  and  inde-_ 
pendent  of  kHig-oontinned  praotioe,  the  doo-' 
triad  that  the  States  eonld  anthoriie  the  dron- 
Ution  of  bank  paper  at  all.  They  cannot  coin 
nooey;-  oan  they  tiien  coin  that  whioh  be- 
eomes  the  aotnal  and  almost  the  nnivereal  snb- 
atitute  for  nltmej )  Is  not  the  right  of  isaning 
paper,  intMided  for  oircnlation,  in  the  plaoe  and 
as  the  representative  of  metallio  oorrenoy,  de- 
rived merely  fimn  the  power  of  coining  and 
regnlating  that  metallic  currency!  As  bring- 
ing this  matter  to  a  just  t«at,  let  me  ask 
whether  Oongrma,  if  it  had  not  Ae  power  of 
ooiniag  money,  and  of  regulating  the  valne  of 
foreign  oolns,  eonld  creete  a  banlc,  with  the 
power  to  eiroulate  bills.  For  one,  I  think  it 
wonld  be  dtffionlt  to  make  that  out.  Where, 
tiien,  do  the  States,  to  whom  all  control  over 
the  metallie  onn«D0f  ta  altogether  prohibited, 
getthispowerl  ItfBtnie,thBt,  fnothercoun- 
triea,  private  bankers,  having  no  legal  author- 
ity over  the  coin,  isane  notAS  for  circulation. 
Bat  this  they  do  always  with  the  consent  of 
Government,  expressed  or  implied ;  and  Gov- 
enuneot  restrain!  and  regulates  all  their  opera- 
tions at  its  pleastire.  It  would  be  a  startling 
propodtion,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
that  the  prerogative  of  coining  money,  held  by 
Government,  was  liable  to  be  defeated,  coan- 
tetaoted,  or  impeded,  by  another  prerogative, 
hdd  in  other  hands,  of  authorizing  a  paper  (ur- 

It  u  farther  to  be  observed,  that  the  Statee 
cannot  issne  bills  of  eredit ;  not  that  they  can- 
not make  tliam  a  legal  tender,  bnt  that  they 
cannot  issoe  them  at  all.  Is  not  this  a  clear  in- 
^oaUon  of  the  inUnt  of  the  oouHtitotion  to 
restrain  the  States  as  well  from  establishing  a 
paper  droulation,  aa  from  interfering  witii  Uie 
loMalUooiroaUtlool    Banks  have  been  created 
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by  St^es  with  no  capital  whatever ;  their 
notes  being  put  into  oireutation  simply  on  the 
credit  of  the  State  or  the  State  law.  What  are 
the  issues  of  snoh  banks  but  bills  of  credit 
liBoed  by  the  State  t 

I  confess,  Mr.  President,  that  the  more  I  re- 
flect on  this  sabjeot,  the  more  dearly  does  my 
mind  approach  the  conolosiDn  that  the  creation 
of  State  banks,  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the 
power  of  tnrcnlatiog  paper,  is  not  couHstoot 
with  the  granta  and  prohibitions  of  the  consti- 
tution. But,  sir,  this  is  not  now  the  qnestion. 
The  qnestion  Is  not  whether  the  States  have 
the  exdusive  power ;  it  is,  whether  tbej  alone 
have  the  power.  May  they  rightfully  exclnde 
the  United  Btat«s  trom  all  interference  with  the 
p^>er  oorrenc;  t  Are  we  interlopers,  when  we 
Create  a  bank  of  circulation?  Do  we  owe 
them  a  selgnorage  for  the  circulation  of  bills, 
by  a  corporation  created  by  OongressT  Up  to 
the  present  time,  the  Btatee  have  been  content 
with  a  concurrent  power.  They  have  indeed 
controlled  vastly  the  larger  portion  of  the  cir- 
L-nlation ;  but  diev  have  not  dumed  exdusive 
anthorilj  over  tie  whole.  They  have  de- 
manded no  tax  or  tribute  from  a  bank  issuing 
pi^MrandertheauthorityofCongresa.  Kordol 
know  that  any  State  or  States  now  innst  npon 
it.  It  may  be  that  Individnal  States  have  pnt 
forth  snch  claims,  in  their  le^slative  capacity ; 
but,  at  present,  I  reooUeot  no  instonoe.  The 
amendment,  however,  which  is  now  proi>teed, 
asserb  the  claim,  and  I  cannot  eonscnt  to-  jidd 
to  it.  We  seem  to  be  making  the  last  atrnggle 
for  the  authority  of  Congress  to  interfere  at  sU 
with  the  actual  onrrency  of  the  country.  I 
shall  never  agree  to  surrender  that  authority ; 
I  wonld  as  soon  yield  the  coinage  power  itaetf ; 
nor  do  I  think  there  wonld  be  mnch  greater 
danger,  nor  a  moch  dearer  departnre  tcoia  oon 
stJtutiimal  principle,  in  consenting  to  snch  sur- 
render, than  in  aoqaieecing  in  wbst  is  now  pro-  ■ 

Hr.  Mooot  said :  With  due,  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  other  gentiemen,  I 'must  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  I  view  the  power  of  taxation  as 
one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  State  sover- 
eignty, and  that  ihe>State  poeseseee  this  power 
in  the  most  imlimited  eitent  over  all  objects  or . 
subjects  of  property  within  its  jnrisdiction. 
Sir,  I  care  not  Irhether  the  property  bdon^  to 
a  foreigner  or  a  citizen,  proviaed  it  be  within 
the  junadiction  of  the  State,  and  reoeivea  pro- 
t«ctioa  from  her  laws ;  this  circnmstaooe  hod.' 
stitnt«8  the  right  of  taxation. 

The  State  of  Alabama  imposes  a  tax  npon 
foreign  merchandise,  their  own  bank  stock,  tb» 
money  of  their  own  oitixens  placed  at  interest; 
race  tnr^  race  horses,  pleasurable  carriages, 
ftc. ;  thme  are  coDsldered  as  the  most  Inti- 
mate objeota  of  taxation,  because  the  tax  is 
either  paid  by  the  wealthy,  who  are  most  able 
to  bear  it,  or  it  is  paid  for  property,  which  is 
most  pro&teble  to  the  owners.  But  we  are 
compelled  to  go  farther,  and  ezt«nd  the  tax  to 
other  ol^jeota,  real  estate,  alavee,  a  man's  saddle 
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hone,  bit  oAtUe,  his  funHj  dock  in  bis  faoaw, 
hU  time-piece  ia  his  pocket ;  nay,  sir,  a  poor 
man  wbo  owns  not  one  eeot  of  prop«rtj,  and 
may  hare  a  large  buntlj  to  inpport,  Ih  required 


to  paj  a  poll  tax ;  jea,  eir,  be  must  pay  for  his 
Boaip,  and  upon  the  principle  that  his  personal 
rights  aod  priviJegeA  are  proteot«d  by  the  laws 
of  tbe  State  which  makes  tniBdemand  upon  him. 

I  have  said  that  foreign  merohandiBe,  Istro- 
daoed  from  New  York  or  eleewhere,  was  in 
OUT  State  anbjeot  to  taxation ;  and  vhy  should 
not  moneyed  capital,  bronght  from  Earope  or 
elsewhere,  be  aim  snbject  to  taxation)  Why 
should  the  individoal  wbo  brings  this  capital 
among  ns,  enjoy  exemption  from  liability  to 
taxation  t  This  capital  is  more  actively  atid 
proStably  employed.  Bankers  drag  thottsanda 
of  dollars  from  the  pockets  of  oar  fellow-citi- 
aens ;  their  lights  sJ%  eqaalij  protected ;  the 
laws  afford  them  all  the  neoeesary  facilitiee  in 
carrying  on  their  bankiiig  operations,  in  the 
ooll«otion  of  their  debts,  Ac.  And  what  is 
more,  if  their  fi^ta  ve  invaded,  they  will  be 
defended  by  the  oiUsens  of  the  Btate,  and 
m^nly  by  these  rery  poor  men,  too,  who  pay  a 
{K>11  tax,  many  of  whom  have  no  property  to 
protect  and  defend,  while  Ihey,  with  their 
lives,  defend  aed  prot«ot  millions  for  hankers. 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  tegitj- 
ntate  sabjeot  of  tAistion  than  bank  stock.  For 
tiie  reasons  I  have  already  intimated,  the  tax  is 
IH^d  by  tboae  moat  able  to  bear  h,  and  upon 
pnqMrty  whioh  yields  immense  pnnts  to  the 
owners. 

But  the  propriety  of  this  tax  is  objected  to, 
again,  on  the  groond  that  the  corporation  has 
already  given  to  the  General  Government  a 
snffioient  equivalent  for  all  the  privil^ea,  im- 
manilieL  Ac.,  in  the  bonns  provided  for  in  this 
amended  charter;  and  to  permit  the  States  to 
impose  a  ftirther  tax,  would  be  too  bardensome 
and  imprc^r  Ac  Now,  sir,  is  this  eo  t  Are 
we  not  boond  to  view  this  boons  as  in  consid- 
eration for  the  franohise,  immunities,  and  the 
deposits  the  General  Government  sifbrd  Uiis 
institution,  as  a  corporate  body,  nnoonnected 
with  the  privileges  it  may  enjoy  by  the  loca- 
tion of  its  branches  in  the  States,  nuder  State 
wthority  t  Can  it  be  presumed  that  a  Btate 
would  yield  its  right  of  taxation,  as  regards  its 
branches,  for  the  inoonsiderabfe  amount  of  in- 
terest it  may  have  in  tbe  bonus)  Of  what 
valae  will  the  proportion  <^  this  one  and  a  half 
million  of  dollars,  to  which  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama fnay  be  entitled,  be  to  that  State?  It 
will  not  be  the  means  of  reducing  the  high 
taxes  and  heavy  bnrdens  whioh  are  pressing  so 
oppreedvely  upon  onr  dtizens.  No,  sir,  this 
.  bonus  will  be  taken  from  the  general  coffers, 
and  appropriated  to  purposes  of  internal  im- 

Erovement,  the  erection  of  breakvatere,  light- 
oases,  caaals,  subsoription  to  stock  in  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  Ac. ;  for, 
bIt,  it  was  with  eome  difficulty  that  an  attempt 
to  obtun  one  million  from  the  Treasory  for  this 
projeot  was  snoeasfally  resisted  the  other  day. 


experience  oasaree  ns  these  are  th«  [n^ 
poeea  to  which  thia  one  and  a  half  million  of 
dollars  will  be  appropriated,  nnlesa,  indeed,  tbe 
amendment  of  the  honorable  Senilcr  fhn 
Maine  <Mf.  Spkisck)  shall  succeed,  which  pv- 
videe  that  the  bonus  sbalt  be  divided  wnoag 
tbe  several  States  aooording  to  their  respeeliTe 
representation  in  Congress.  And,  sir,  iltfaoofb 
I  do  notthink  thiswoold  ao  jnstieetotheSutt 
of  Alabama,  yet  I  believe,  as  a  dietisct  nd 
substantive  proportion,  I  would  support  H  in 
preference  to  the  oii^nal  plan ;  but,  or,  I MO- 
not  vote  for  it  as  a  eobstitnto  for  the  [Npca- 
tion  I  have  had  the  honor  to  Bnhmit. 


TrasDAT,  ICay  39. 
Sank  of  Ga  Unitti  :fflata*— JiMAaHCr. 

Tbe  Senate  reanmed,  aa  in  Committee  <i  A) 
Whole,  the  bill  to  modify  and  otntiDiie  the  tA 
to  inoorporato  the  Bahserihere  I»  the  Bink  of 
the  United  States. 

V3£r.  Wnsna  made  some  observstioiK  it 
length,  in  reply  to  the  argnmettta  of  Ifr.  TiO' 
AAer  he  had  oondnded, 
'azbwkll  inqnired  if  he  ha 
_  lator  fWim  ilassachnsetts 
entortainlng  donbta  of  the  power  of  tte  SsW 
to  create  State  banks.  • 

Mr.  Wkbbtkb  replied  that  H  was  no*  too 
late  to  qacfltico)  a  power  which  had  been  imib- 
esoed  in  by  the  different  braucbel  ef  the  In- 
eral  Government  for  these  forty  years.  Bats 
the  question  had  been  originaUy  put  to  lin 
before  such  acqniesoenee,  he  shodd  have  bi- 
pressed  great  doubts  on  the  sntgeet.  Es  Iba 
referred  to  tbe  clauses  of  the  <x»Btituti(xi  whie^ 
prohibit  the  Statee  from  coining  inoDe;,  ad 
reserve  to  the  United  Stataatbe  endunn 
power  of  regulating  the  cnrrenoy,  and  msliM 
isenes  of  gold  and  ulver;  and  iueired,  tlM^E 
the  constitution  thus  cantiouajy  eidoded  tt> 
States  from  issning  a  metallic  cmTency,  it  Derer 
intended  diat  they  should  anthoriie  the  iM> 
of  that  which  is  a  repres^tative  of  tbe  inet^ 
lie  oorrency.  Tbe  States  had  ben  indnljH 
with  the  power  tA  creating  banks  for  ^ 
years,  and  now  they  demanded  to  make  IW 
power  exclusive,  and  to  tax  the  branches  a 
the  United  States  Bank  established  in  '^ 
limits,  for  the  purpose  of  eatabUshing  a  nnifiini 
ourreocy. 

Mr.  FosBTTK  asked  if  he  had  sndeistood  W 
Senator  from  Hassachneetta  as  stating  thit  Uh 
States  had  the  right  to  tax  such  of  their  ciu- 
zens  as  held  stodc  in  the  United  SUlesBufe 
on  account  of  that  stock. 

Ur.  Webster  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  replied  that  if  that  iru  ■' 
case,  how  was  it  contended  that  tbe  eight""' 
a  half  millions  ofstock  held  by  foreignei*'"'* 
to  be  considered  as  not  liable  to  taistiM  I 

Mr.  Webbtkb  replied  that,  by  the  ««^ 
uatdona,  the  property  of  foreigners  «u  ii^ 
free  from  taxation.    Why  did  wa  not  lU  V 
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loaos  of  tbe  Barings  to  the  Ohio  Oanal,  or  the 
HoUmd  loan  to  the  Obtaspeake  and  Ohio  Ca- 
lul,  or  the  Feims7lTaDift  loan?  It  la  the  nn- 
dentandlng  between  nadona,  not  to  tax  private 
ppopertj'  in  peace,  nor  to  oonSaoato  it  in  war. 
We  m«j  hold  Btoek  in  the  fnnda  of  Great 
Britain,  bnt  we  are  not  liable  to  taxation  for 
tbstatock. 

After  a  few  worda  from  Mr,  SpBAOTn,  in  ex- 
pluution  of  bia  viewa, 

A^lonmed. 


Frida^  June  1, 
BaiJt  of  iht  UniUd  SUUtt—SeeAarUr. 

The  Senate  aitting  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  tbe  con^deration  of  the  ttank  bill  was 
reenmed— the  qneation  atiU  pending  on  Mr. 
Uoosa'a  amendment,  giviog  uie  several  fitatea 
the  power  of  taxing  the  imuea  and  loana  of  the 
bank ;  and  on  Hr.,SpKi.aDi'a  motion  to  stijks 
ont  ao  roncb  of  the  aame,  and  to  Hnbstitate  a 
elflnae  to  (Uitribnte  the  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the 
bank  among  the  8tat«a,  aocording  to  their  fed- 
eral nnmbere. 

Ur.  BtBB  rose.  The  amendments  proposed 
embraced,  he  said,  two  distinct  questions.  The 
flrst  question  related  to  the  propriety  of  reoog- 
nlring  the  power  of  taxation  in  tbe  several 
States  withm  their  own  jurisdiotion ;  and  the 
amendment  to  this  went  to  abrogate  snch 
power,  and  to  snbstitnte  a  oorrelatiTe  proposi- 
tion in  Its  place,  enacting  that  the  iranos  to  be 
pud  bj  tbe  bank  fbr  ita  exdnsive  piivilems 
and  frmehise  shonld  be  distribnted  among  Uie 
States.  Ifow,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  agree 
to  SDoh  snbetitnte ;  for  he  oonld  not  Tiela  np 
the  qoestiou  of  the  power  of  taxation  in  the 
States.  Such  a  eabstitnte  wootd  seem  an  at- 
tempt to  change  the  natnre  of  the  original  fed- 
eral oompaet— to  enlarge  it— to  make  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  more  tran- 
scendent than  at  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
eonstitntion.  As  regardea  the  first  qneetion, 
relative  to  the  power  of  taxing  residing  in  the 
Btatee,  it  had  been  aivaed  in  two  wajs  that  it 
did  not  exist ;  that  thu  conld  be  proved  by  the 
deeisian  of  the  Supreme  Cout ;  and  ^in, 
that,  if  it  ^d  not  exist  nnder  the  old  charter 
of  tbe  hank.  Congress  ooold  not  give  it  now. 
It  was  with  the  greatest  relnctance  that  he 
voold  impnsn  an;r  decision  of  the  Snpreme 
Oonrt ;  for,  than  himself^  no  man  had  a  higher 


snrrender  his  Jndgment  to  any  tribunal,  how- 
ever exalted,  when  it  was  evident  its  Jndgment 
was  erroneons.  And  when  the  Bnpreme  Court 
Ared,  he  wonld  not  heutate  to  express  his  dis- 
sent. And,  in  the  case  of  McOnlloeh  agtinst 
the  bdb,  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  coort  had 
w  erred,  that  its  declrion  amonnted  to  a  fdo 
i*  w.  The  principlea  and  the  premises  there 
assumed  were  erroneoos— of  consequence,  »o 
waa  the  oonolusion.    It  was  also  u^ed  that. 


the  power  of  taxation  included  the  power  to  ' 
protect.  The  argnment  was  onlj  accordant 
with  tjrannical  pnnciplee,  not  with  republican 
doctrines.  It  was  one  which  could  not  be  e>- 
eroised  in  a  repablio.  Where,  again,  tbe  [«wer 
of  taxation  is  granted,  he  would  assert  that  the 
party  exercising  this  right  ts  bonod  to  protect 
those  taxed  in  lien  thereof,  the  same  as  oAer 
institutions.  If  tbe  argument  were  conceded, 
it  would  allow  of  the  aistinotion  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  bank,  and  the  individual  property 
of  the  stockholders.  And  what  would  become 
of  the  property  of  foreigners?  Every  day's 
eiperienoe  showed  the  result  of  taxation  within 
oar  jurisdiotion;  if  fttreign  merchants  iniro- 
dnoed  goods,  they  were  taxed  at  the  very 
threshold,  no  matter  where  the  owners  were 
domiciled,  and  the  protection  of  their  rights  of 
property  followed.  It  was  a  universal  princi- 
ple, that  our  power  to  tax  fbreign  goods,  on 
their  introduction,  involved  protection,  not 
oonfisoation.  The  latter  power  would  be  that 
of  a  demon,  not  that  of  a  civiltxed  Govern' 
ment.  If  real  estate  is  purchased  by  this  cor- 
poration, as  such,  it  is  not,  it  is  tme,  the  prop- 
erty of  A  or  B,  hut  of  the  stockholders  at  large. 
It  is  united  prtiperty,  and  as  a  whole,  like  other 
property,  is  a  fwr  subject  of  taxation.  Again : 
did  he  bold  his  property  in  the  bank,  he  thought 
that  it  should  not,  for  that  reason,  be  exempt 
from  taxation.  And  Vhy  should  not  oorpora- 
tims  be  taxed  t  Faonlties  were  taxed.  Look 
at  our  early  laws  for  internal  improvements. 
Lawyers  were  taxed  for  the  right  of  exercising 
thwr  professiiHi;  and  even  our  Administratii»i 
— the  property  in  their  hands,  under  executory 
deeds,  was  a  subject  of  taxation.  He  would 
ask  why,  if  a  person  chose  to  invest  his  prop- 
erty or  his  money  in  this  manner,  In  a  corpora- 
tion, it  should  not  be  liable  to  fixation.  Haa 
it  not  more  profit  when  thus  invested,  than  in 
any  other  mode,  and  not  subject  to  as  much 
tabor  or  attention  on  the  part  of  the  individual  t 
It  was  known  that,  after  the  payment  of  all 
expenses,  it  left  a  dear  dividend,  equal,  if  not 
more  than  property  otherwise  invested.  It 
should  be  taxed,  in  bis  opinion,  above  all  other 
property,  because  it  allowed  the  stockholders, 
witnont  any  tronble  on  their  part,  to  exR^;ise 
their  different  avocations  and  professions;  and 
that  it  was  the  fwrest  suhieet  of  taxation  in  the 
world,  because  it  allowea  its  owner  other  dis- 
posal of  his  time. 

As  this  tax  formed  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
of  the  oonotry,  it  must  be  manifest  that  the 
power  to  impose  it  existed  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  the  adoption  of  tbe  Federal 
Union.  When  the  constitution  was  formed, 
the  right  was  never  doubted.  But  this  power 
(taking  it  for  granted)  in  the  United  States  was 
possessed  as  concurrent  by  the  several  Stated, 
unless  where,  by  their  own  consent,  it  was  ex- 
pressly denied  them  hy  the  oonstitution.  Within 
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their  ^wu  Jariadiction  they  pOEseesed  as  fall 
and  coDcorrent  power  of  taxation  as  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  To  prove  this,  he  would 
refer  to  the  enrlj  exposition  of  this  part  of  our 
constitution,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  when 
it  was  Deceaearily  best  understood.  It  would 
be  fonnd  in  the  "  Federalist,"  page  82,  written 
hf  Alexander  Hamilton. 

He  had  alreadj'  endeaTorod  to  show,  by  the 
opinions  of  HomiltoD,  and  his  exposition  of  the 


t  it«el^  nnlesa  when  defined  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  these  were  limited  to  two  subjects, 
viz.,  imports  and  exports,  the  taxing  of  which 
it  placed  in  the  Qovemment  alone.  The  In- 
come on  the  public  lands,  which  had  since  been 
created,  might  l>e  also  adduced ;  bat  where  the 
UAited  Stjites  had  lud  a  tax  on  them,  did  it 
prevent  the  State  Government  from  taxing  the 
samet  Both  hod  done  bo.  If  the  United 
Statts  laid  its  hand  on  some  particnlar  objects 
for  taxation,  wliether  slaves,  land  tax,  or  other 
things,  it  did  not  place  an  exdnsive  right  in  the 
Government  J  becaase,  exercised  in  tnose  par- 
ticolors,  the  State  was  deprived  of  the  like 
power,  but  had  likewise  a  correlative^  a  con- 
oorrent  power.  Nor  does  it  follow  that,  if  tliis 
corporation  be  invested  with  certain  inimani- 
ties,  they  shall  operate  as  a  bar  against  the 
right  inherent  in  the  States,  Snch  privileges, 
if  invested  in  t^oee  individuals  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity,  woold  resemble  the  old  nobletise 
in  France,  whose  estatesawere  exempt  firom  all 
taxation,  throwing  the  burden  on  Uie  people, 
and  create  in  this  oonntrj  a  great  moneyed 
aristocracy,  a  privil^ed  claSH.  He  woold  never 
consent  to  sucn  prirO^es.  Out  of  a  capital  of 
thtrty-MX  millions,  only  seven  were  owned  by 
the  Government,  (inis  leaving  twenty-nine  mU- 
lions  of  exempted  property.  Then,  aa  regarded 
the  property  ownt^  by  non-reudenta,  which,  it 
wonld  a^ear,  amounted  to  one-fonrth  of  the 
whole.  By  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
that  we  conid  not  tax  the  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Government,  this  property  was  exempt ;  and  if 
this  argnment  ana  decision  were  correct,  the 
whole  stock  of  the  hank  might  be  transferred, 
aad  thus  a  general  exemption  take  place. 
'  Gonld  this  bte  allowed*  And  were  the  States 
to  be  called  on  by  their  authority,  to  give  their 

Srotection  to  the  officers  of  this  owporstion  resi- 
ent  within  them,  and  yet  be  restricted  from 
taxing  the  property  and  the  individoala  thus 
protected)  Ho  woold  ask,  what  boon  was 
given  to  the  States  in  lien  f 

Ur.  B.  referred  to  the  laws  that  had  already 
been  passed  for  taxinir  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatep.  In  the  third  volume  of  the  Ijiws  of 
the  United  States,  would  be  found  an  imposi- 
tion of  a  direct  tax,  and,  among  other  thmgs, 
the  law  imposes  a  stomp  tax  on  the  notes  of  all 
the  banks ;  and  the  Buik  of  the  United  States 
then,  existing  under  the  antbority  of  the  United 
States,  had  a  tax  imposed  on  it,  and  did  make 
the  compraition  of  one  per  cent,  provided  fw 


by  that  taw.  The  other  law  vrsa  that  of  1811, 
which  law  imposed  a  tax  on  banks,  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  then  ci- 
empted.  If  the  Govemment,  th^n,  posseso 
the  power  of  taxing  the  Cnitod  States  Bank 
how  is  It  that  the  States  are  to  be  divuted  of 
that  power  t  It  has  been  said  that,  if  tlui 
power  be  conceded  to  the  Stat«8,  they  will  set 
widely  and  inconsiderately,  and  tax  tb«  bsik 
to  its  rain.  But,  because  a  power  may  \» 
abused,  does  it  argue  that  this  power  does  not 
exist  I  If  this  be  conceded,  it  wonld  jirohibit 
the  exercise  of  all  lawful  power,  both  bj  tbs 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  He  mesntno 
disrespect  to  the  Coner  As  of  the  United  Stslts, 
when  he  asked  if  there  had  neiw  be«n  U 
abuse,  or  indiscreet  exercise  of  power,  on  tbeiT 
parL  Where  was  the  remedy,  when  th«re  *« 
snch  an  indiscreet  exercise  of  power  t  Iltn 
was  none,  other  than  in  the  returning  good 
sense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  eur- 
cised  through  their  representative.  He  id- 
mltted  thu  the  Slate  of  Ohio  had  acted  infit- 
oreetly  in  taxing  the  hank  so  extvBvagSDlJj  v 
she  did.  But  let  ns  review  the  circQmstsnMi 
nnder  which  she  acted.  At  the  close  of  tb« 
war,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the  United  BUtu,  : 
but  the  currenoy  of  the  country  was  cenfiMi 
to  notes  of  the  State  banks.  The  GovenuneM 
applied  to  these  banks,  and  urged  them  to  tilt 
its  loans.  He  was  in  CooCTees  at  the  time  Ibit 
the  cashiers  attended,  and  exposed  the  ntiu- 
tion  of  the  bank.  We  have  no  money,  wi 
they ;  but  we  have  stock  on  which  ws  iwi' 
onr  discounts ;  we  consider  this  cash,  vhieti 
could  be  realized  in  time  of  peace,  but  nO«  i* 
av^able.  Every  bank  applied  to,  thus  sipoin 
their  situation,  and  declared  thdr  InsbiJilJ  M 
lend;  that  when  war  came,  tb«ir  sitaitka 
wonld  be  perilona,  fbr  the  Bt«ck  on  whidi  tl>Q 
relied,  and  which  yielded  them  six  per  eesL, 
oonld  not  be  turned  into  money,  in  case  a  s 
pressure  on  their  banks.  The  reply  of  the  Sw- 
retary  was  that  of  a  stetesman.  The  Gcvent- 
ment,  s^d  he,  most  have  money ;  and  tbe  no- 
sequence  was,  spiecie  payments  by  the  bsoW 
ceased ;  the  Govemment  continaed  to  «ol 
Treasury  notes  to  them,  and  they  conBnnedtt 
make  loans  to  the  Govemment  The  notM« 
these  banks  not  paying  specie,  were  **^™!j 
an  immense  amount,  and  circolated  throiig<io<^ 
the  country,  for  the  payment  of  the  t'**^';^^ 


for  the  purchase  of  all  the  supplies  neeJed  » 
carry  on  the  war ;  for,  unfortunately,  the  b«nB 
that  did  pay  specie,  reftised  to  lend  •^'^^ 
support  an  "  unnatural  and  nnjnst  war."  "  "* 
peace  carae,  no  time  was  allowed  to  ti<* 
banks,  who  had  put  into  oireulatioD  such  •"* 
amount  of  not«s  in  order  to  serve  the  ''"''^ 
ment,  to  call  in  their  circulation ;  but,  fbiffO* 
of  the  benefits  received  from  theffl,  the  WJ^ 
emment  immediately  created  another  ^f''^^ 
compel  those  banks  to  find  specie  wf  ™ 
amount  they  had  out  What  wM  the  M*; 
quenoel  The  Bank  of  the  United  Stat*!*'^ 
into  operation  with  not  three  ndlUoos,  tM, 
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less  thsD  eighteen  moDtlis,  issasd  notes  to  the 
Biiioant  of  eighteeD  millions,  whiob  was  a^r- 
worda  reduced  to  nine  mUl'ionB.  The  State 
banks  were  drained  of  their  specie  to  sopplj 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (upwards  of 
seveatf-two  millions  were  drawn  m>m  Een- 
tack^  and  Ohio  alone,)  nntil  the/  found  them- 
selres  in  a  sitnation  of  great  depreseion  and 
embarrassment,  and  maDj  of  them  were  mi  aed. 
Now,  it  was  not  astonishing  that,  in  tbis  state 
of  things,  when  snch  a  besom  of  destruction 
was  sweeping  away  the  State  institatkins,  and 
the  fortunes  of  iadividuals  connected  with 
them,  that  there  should  have  been  sooh  an  ei- 
oitemept  as  caused  th^  legislation  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  before  referred  to.  At  thai  very  time, 
tbe  State  oPEontacky  was  employing,  throngh 
the  medium  of  her  State  bank,  a  oopital  of 
eevea  hundred  and  Sftj  thousand  dollars,  ac- 
quired bj  the  sale  of  her  Green  River  lands. 
This  was  the  case,  also,  wittt  the  State  of  Ohio, 
who  made  a  similar  investment  of  her  capital. 
The  bank  interfered,  and  these  State  institu- 
tions were  ruined.  Here  was  the  cause  of  the 
eztraordinar7  eicitement  which  produced  that 
extraordinary  taxation  of  a  bank  that  had  pro- 
duced BO  much  iujary.  He  was  not  now  argu- 
ing the  question  whether  the  bank  should  be 
rechartered  or  not ;  he  was  only  contending 
that,  if  it  should  be  rechartered,  it  should  not 
be  in  snch  a  way  aa  to  have  the  power  of 
breaking  down  the  State  institutions. 

Ur.  DtTDLBi  said  that,  recognizing  the  right 
of  the  several  States  to  D^ive  instructions  to 
their  Senator*,  who  ongK  to  consider  theni- 
selves  bound  to  obey  them,  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  yielding  a  ready  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  resolutions  he  then  held 
in  his  bands.  These  resolutions  were  adopted 
at  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  had  never  yet  been 
presented  to  the  Senate.  The  subject  had  a 
long  time  been  under  discussion,  and  that  reso- 
lution had  finally  received  the  concnrrence  of 
a  minority  of  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature. 
He  believed,  therefore,  that  they  spoke  the 
language  of  a  lAiyority  of  the  State.  He 
should  accordingly  Tot«  against  the  bill,  in 
whatever  shape  or  form  it  might  ba  modified. 
Be  took  this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  dis- 
approbation to  granting  a  great  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly in  consideration  of  a  bonns.  He  con- 
curred  iu  the  principles  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  tmia  Alabama,  afBrm- 
ing  the  rights  of  the  States  to  tax  the  branches 
of  the  bank  to  the  extent  that  they  tax  their 
own  institutions,  and  should  give  to  the  amend- 
ment his  support.  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  had  a  banking  capital  of  twenty-four 
millions,  all  paid  In,  and  many  insurance  and 
otlAr  incorporated  companies,  all  such  institu- 
tions were  taxed,  not  by  the  State,  for  there 
was  no  State  tax,  so  called,  but  taxed  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  for  local  purposes.  The 
'  taxes  raised  ttata  forty  to  eighty  cents,  averaa- 
Ing  about  fifty  cents  on  the  one  hundred  d^- 


lan.  He  felt  that  he  shonld  neglect  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State  he  represented  here,  if  he  did 
not  urge  the  introduction  of  a  clause  in  the 
bill,  reserving  to  the  States  the  right  to  tax  the 
branches  of  the  bank  equally  with  their  insti- 
tutions. He  asked  the  reading  of  the  resoln- 
tiona,  and  that  they  might  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  D.  then  handed  in  and  the  Secretary  read 
the  resolations  adopted  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  instrnoting  their 
Senators  and  requesting  their  Representatives 
in  Congress  to  oppose  the  rechartering  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bentos  swd ;  The  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Moobs)  .was 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  both  to 
refuse  admission  of  these  branch  banks  fnto 
their  limits,  and  to  tax  them  tike  other  prop- 
erty, if  admitted;  if  this  amendment  was  stnick 
out,  it  was  tantamount  to  s  legislative  declara- 
tion that  no  such  rights  existed,  and  woold 
operate  as  a  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt  to  that  effecL  It  ia  to  no  pnr- 
poee  to  say  that  the  r^ection  of  the  amendment 
will  leave  the  charter  silent  upon  the  subjeot ; 
and  the  righte  of  the  States,  whatsoerer  they 
may  be,  wm  remain  in  full  force.  That  Is  the  , 
state  of  the  existing  charter.  It  is  dlent  upon  ' 
the  subject  of  State  taxation ;  and  in  that 
silence  the  Supreme  Court  has  spoken,  and 
nullified  the  rights  of  the  Stales,  That  oourt 
has  decided  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  independent  of  Stat«  legislation  I  oonae- 
quently,  that  ahe  may  send  *braEft!hes  into  the 
States  in  defiance  of  their  laws,  and  keep  them 
there  without  the  payment  of  tax.  This  is  the 
decision ;  and  the  decision  of  the  court  is  the 
law  of  the  land ;  so  that,  if  no  declaratory 
clause  is  put  into  the  charter,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  new  charter  will  be  silent,  as  the  old 
one  was.  The  voice  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  is 
now  heard  in  that  silence,  procttumins  the  su- 
premacy of  the  bank,  and  the  degradation  of 
the  States;  and,  unless 'we  interpose  now  to 
countervail  that  voice  by  a  legislative  declara- 
tion, it  will  be  imposMWe  for  the  States  to  re- 
sist it,  except  by  measures  which  no  one  wishes 
to  contemplate. 

The  ai^ument  that  these  branches  ore  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  -carry 
on  ite  fiscal  operations,  and,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  independent  of  State  l^pslation,  ia  answered 
and  expunged  by  a  matter  of  fact,  namely,  that 
Oongreas  itself  has  determined  otherwise,  and 
that  in  the  very  charter  of  the  bank.  The 
charter  limits  the  right  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  establishment  of  a  single  branch, 
and  that  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia  I  The 
branch  at  this  place,  and  the  parent  bank  at 
Philadelphia,  are  all  that  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment  baa  stipulated  for.  All  beyond  that  ia 
left  to  the  bank  itself  to  establish  branches  in 
the  States  or  not,  as  it  suited  its  own  interest, 
or  to  employ  State  banks,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  do  the 
business  of  the«branches  for  the  United  .States. 
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Congress  is  eontentad  with  Bute  bookt 
the  buainess  of  the  branches  in  the  States ;  and, 
therefbro,  aathorizea  the  very  case  which  gen- 
tlemsD  apprehend  and  bo  loadlf  deprecate,  that 
New  York  ma;  refose  her  awent  to  the  coa- 
tJDDanoe  of  the  branchcB  within  her  limits,  and 
send  the  public  deposits  to  the  Btate  banks. 
This  is  what  the  charter  contemplates.  Look 
at  the  charter ;  eee  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
ooDstitution  of  the  bank ;  it  makes  it  optionary 
with  the  directors  of  the  bank  to  establi^ 
branches  in  snch  States  as  the;  shall  think  fit, 
witb  the  alternativeofosing  State  banks  as  their 
Bnbstitntes  in  States  in  which  the;  do  not 
choose  to  establish  branches.  This  brines  tlie 
eetablisbment  of  branches  to  a  private  affair,  a 
mere  qoestion  of  profit  and  loss  to  the  bank 
itself;  and  nuts  up  by  the  roots  the  whole  ar- 
gnment  of  the  necessity  of  these  branches  to 
the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Federal  GoTem- 
ment.  The  establishment  of  branchea  in  tlie 
States  is,  then,  a  private  concern,  and  presents 
ttiis  question .'  shall  non-residents  and  aliens — 
even  alien  enemies,  for  snch  they  may  be~^have 
a  right  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  banking  vithin 
the  limits  of  the  States,  withont  their  consent, 
without  liability  to  taxation,  and  withont  amena- 
*bility  to  State  legTslatJon  t  The  saggesdon  that 
the  United  States  owns  an  interest  in  this 
bank,  is  of  no  avail.  If  she  owned  it  all,  it 
would  still  be  subject  t«  taxation,  like  all  other 
^  is  which  she  holds  in  the  States.  The 
mich  she  bad  obtained  from  indSvidnals 
faotiondf  debts,  were  all  snl^ect  to  tax- 
atjon;  the  pnblic  lands  which  she  held  by 
erants  from  the  States,  or  purchases  from 
fordgn  powers,  were  only  exempted  from  tax- 
ation by  Tirtne  of  oompaots,  and  the  payment 
of  five  per  centum  on  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
for  that  exemption. 

The  right  of  the  States  to  tax  banking  insti- 
tntions  of  every  kind.  State  or  federal,  is  Jnst  as 
dear,  and  rests  upon  the  same  fonndation,  as 
her  right  to  tax  land  and  honsea,  merchants  and 
Jewellers,  ferries  and  taverns.  The  right  desrly 
exists  with  respect  to  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank ;  and  onght  Congress  to 
destroy  that  right,  by  refusing  to  insert  a 
declaratory  clause  to  protect  it  agunst  the  de- 
cision of  Oie  Supreme  Court  t  (W  all  the  sub- 
jects of  taxation,  the  moneyed  power  is  the 
most  suitable  and  proper.  Jews  were  taxed, 
and  enormously  taxed,  all  over  Europe,  because 
they  dealt  in  money.  They  were  made  to  bear 
the  chief  burden  of  taxation,  because,  having 
most  money,  ttioy  were  most  able  to  bear  it. 
These  branch  banks  ought  to  be  taxed,  at  least 
as  much  Bs  ibe  citizens  of  the  State,  upon  the 
same  principle.  These  foreigners  and  non-resi- 
dents, carrying  on  the  trade  of  banking  within 
s  State,  and  maldng  immense  sums  out  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  he  carried  off  and  eX' 
penned  elsewhere,  and  contributing  nothing  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  State,  ought  cer- 
tainly to  contribute  in  money  to  tiie  support  of 
the  Government  from  which  Uiey  derive  all 
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the  benefits  of  wealth  and  protection.  TU 
lands  of  non-residents,  and  of  aliens,  are  not 
exempted  from  taxation ;  why  should  their 
banks  be  exempted !  Great  is  tbe  profit  wbich 
they  derive  from  the  banking  busmess;  pai 
is  the  power  which  it  pves  tfiem  over  the  pe^ 
sons  and  the  property  of  our  citizens,  m 
bank  debt  is  now  about  seventy  milliong  of  dol- 
lars, which  cannot  be  a  less  annual  tax  apCD 
the  people  of  thia  Union  than  five  or  six  mil- 
lions  of  dollars.  In  the  West  alone  tbe  debt  ii 
near  thirty  millions,  and  the  annual  intercft, 
with  exchange  and  other  charges,  near  tluw 
millions.  The  abduction  of  spede  from  tbe 
South  and  West,  by  the  operation  cf  tkse 
branches,  is  now  ascerttu&ed  to  exceed  twcutf- 
three  millions  of  dollars!  Of  thi^  imsMiM 
sum,  Louisville  has  furnished  one  millioDODt 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  sitd 
^ty-tbree  dollars ;  Cincinnati,  six  himdnd 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars:  Fitt>- 
burg,  about  nine  hundred  thousand ;  St.  Loiii^ 
three  hundred  thousand,  (within  the  last  tin) 

J  ears  i)  New  Orleans,  about  twelve  miUioui  li 
ollora,  besides  near  a  million  more  shipped 
direct  to  Europe,  without  passing  througfa  tba 
mother  bank.  When  earned  to  PhilodelpMi, 
much  of  this  specie  is  sent  abrosid,  to  be  bim  <t 
a  premium  in  Europe.  Aboat  five  milliaDief 
dollnis  have  thus  been  exported  and  told  hj 
the  bank  within  a  few  years  at  a  preniiim  of 
ninety  seven  thousand  one  bnndred  and  forlT 
dollars ;  and,  in  lien  of  specie  thas  abdadM 
from  the  South  and  West,  these  sectiom  m 
deluged  with  a  Hmsll  Aaper  cnrrency,  ss  illml 
*  ''  's  unsound  ana  vicious,  and  practicillj 
'ertible  Into  specie,  because  ft  is  nude 
payable  five  hundroct  or  a  thousand  miles  aff. 
yi  the  fionrishing  cities  of  the  West  are  mort- 
ragod  to  this  moneyed  power.  Tbeytoiybe 
ievonred  by  it  at  any  moment.  Theysrein 
the  jaws  of  the  monster  I  A  lumpof  bntteriD 
the  mouth  of  a  dog !  one  gulp,  one  swallcT, 
and  all  is  gone  1 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
Mr.  Uoobb'b  amendment,  and  decided  in  tbo 
affirmative,  by  the  following  ^ote ; 
YiAs.— Messrs.  Bell,  Baokner,  CUy,  Cl«Tb», 
lUia,  Eiring,  Foot,  Frelinghnjsen,  Hendnlt^ 
Halmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Nauduiu,  PoindeilcTi 
Freatisa,  Robbins,  Rugeles,  Sejmour,  Slebee,  Eohli, 
Sprsgue,  Tiptou,  TombasoD,  Waggunsa,  Welxler, 
Wilkini— le. 

KiTs,— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Kokerwsi 
Dudley,  ElUs,  Omudr,  Hijne,  Hill,  Kids,  Xingi 
MsnguDi,  Marcy,  Uiller,  Moote,  Bobinsou,  T*^ 
well.  White— 18. 

Satusd^t,  June  2. 

The  Senate  again,  sitting  as  a  OomtoittMt' 
the  Whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of  u* 
bank  bill. 

Tbe  series  of  amendments  submitted  by  lb'- 
Bebton  came  ap  in  order. 
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The  first  was  in  the  following  words : 

"  llat  BO  tnacb  of  the  orif^nal  charter  u  re- 


gruiti  BO  eicliuire  [uivlleee  to  the  stockholders 
th«  Bank  of  the  rohed  SCatea,  shall  be,  and  the 
eaine  hereby  is,  repealed  from  aod  after  the  third 
da;  of  Karcb,  in  the  jrear  one  thooMud  ^ht  hun- 
dred and  tbirtj-iix." 

Jlr.  Bbbton  pointed  ont  the  olutses  In  the 
charter  which  granted  the  ezclnsive  privil^e, 
and  imposed  the  restriction,  which  it  waa  Ue 
object  of  bis  motion  to  abolish;  and  wa^% 
part  of  the  Slst  section,  which  enacted  that  no 
other  bank  should  be  established  bj  an/  future 
law  of  the  Vaited  States,  daring  the  coatinnaiice 
of  that  charter,  and  which  pledged  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  to  the  observance  of  the 
monopoly  therebr  created.  He  said  t^e  privi- 
lege of  banking,  here  granted,  waa  an*iclnsiv( 
pnvilege,  a  monopoly,  and  nn  invasion  of  the 
tights  of  all  fntnre  Congresses,  as  well  as  of  the 
rights  of  all  citizens  of  the  Union,  for  the  term 
the  charter  had  to  nm,  and  which  might  be 
considered  perpetnal ;  as  this  was  the  last  time 
that  the  people  ooQld  ever  make  head  against 
the  new  pohtical  power  which  raised  itself  in 
the  form  of  the  bank  to  overbalance  every 
other  power  in  the  Government.  This  exclu- 
sive privilege  is  contrary  to  the  genins  of  onr 
Oovemment,  which  is  a  Government  of  e^osl 
rights  and  not  of  eiclasive  privil^es ;  and  it  is 
dearly  nnaathorized  bytheconatitation,  which 
onlj  admits  of  eiclnsive  privileges  in  two  soli- 
tary, specified*  cases,  and  each  of  these  fonnded 
upon  a  natoral  right,  the  case  of  anthors  and 
inventors;  te  whom  Congress  is  aathorized  to 
grant  for  a  limited  time,  the  eiclnNve  privilege 
of  seUing  their  own  writings  and.  discoveries. 
Bnt  in  the  case  of  this  charter  t^ere  is  no  nat- 
ural right,  and' it  may  be  well  s^d  there  is  no 
limited  lime  ■  and  the  monopoly  is  far  more 
glaring  and  indefensible  now  than  when  first 
granted ;  for  then  the  charter  was  not  granted 
to  any  particular  set  of  individuals,  bnt  lay  open 
te  all  to  snbscribe  to  it ;  but  now  it  is  to  be 
oontinned  to  a  particnlar  set,  and  many  of  them 
fbrmgners,  and  all  of  wnom,  or  their  assignees, 
had  already  enjoyed  the  privilege  for  twenty 
years.  If  this  company  succeeds  now  in  getting 
dieir  monopoly  continued  for  fifteen  yeara, 
they  win  so  entrench  themselves  in  wealtii  and 
power,  tbat  they  will  be  tniabled  to  perpetuate 
thur  charter,  and  transmit  it  as  a  private  in- 
heritance to  their  posterity.  "Oar  Government 
delights  in  rotation  of  office ;  all  officers,  from 
the  highest  to  the  Iowe«t,  are  amenable  to  that 
principle ;  no  one  is  soffered  to  remun  in  pow- 
er thirty-five  years;  and  why  shonld  one  oom.- 
pany  have  the  conmiaDd  of  the  moneyed  pow- 
er of  America  for  that  long  period !  Can  it  be 
the  wish  of  any  person  toeetablish  an  oligarchy 
witli  nnbonnded  wealth  and  perpetnal  existence, 
to  lay  the  fonndation  for  a  nobility  and  mon- 
archy in  this  Americal 
The  restriction  npcn  fatnre  Congresses  is  at 


war  with  every  principle  of  oonstitntional  right 
and  legislative  equality.    If  the  constitution  has 

E'ven  to  one  Congrees  the  right  to  charter 
mks,  it  has  ^ven  it  to  every  one.  If  this 
Congress  has  a  right  to  estahlish  a  bqnk,  every 
other  Congrees  has.  The  power  to  tie  the 
hands  of  our  snccessors  is  nowhere  given  to 
ns;  what  we  eao  do,  oor  soccessors  can;  a 
l^slative  body  is  always  equal  to  itself.  To 
msSe,  and  to  amend ;  to  do,  and  to  ondo ;  is 


cannot  amend — and  what  oar 
are  forbidden  to  imitate,  or  to  do  in 
any  form.  This  shows  the  danger  of  assnming 
implied  powers.  If  the  power  to  eeteblish  a 
national  bank  had  been  expressly  granted,  then 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  being  once  exerted, 
would  be  exhansted,  and  no  farther  legislation 
would  remain  to  be  done;  bnt  this  power  is 
now  assumed  upon  construction,  after  having 
been  twice  rejected  in  the  convention  which 
framed  the  oonstitnlion,  and  is,  therefore,  with' 
out  limitation  as  to  number  or  character,  Mr. 
Uadison  was  express  in  his  opinions  in  the  year 
1T91,  that,  if  ttiere  was  one  bank  chartered, 
there  onght  te  be  several!  The  genius  of  the 
British  monarchy,  he  said,  favored  the  concen- 
tration of  wealth  and  power  t  In  America,  the 
genins  of  the  Government  required  tbe  diSbinDn 
of  wealth  and  power.  The  establishment  of- 
branches  did  not  satisfy  theprinoipleofdifilhuon. 
Several  independent  banks  alone  conld  do  it. 
The  branches,  instead  of  lessening  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  single  institetion,  greatly. in- 
creased both,  by  giving  to  the  great  central 
parent  hank  an  oreanization  and  ramification 
which'  pervaded  tbe  whole  Union,  drawing 
wealth  f^om  every  part,  and  subjecting  every 
part  to  the  operations,  political  and  pecuniary, 
of  the  central  institution.  Bnt  this  restriction 
ties  np  the  hands  of  Congress  from  grantii^ 
other  charters.  Behave  as  it  may — plange  into 
all  elections — convnlse  tie  conn^  with  expan- 
sions and  contractions  of  paper  currency--4m 
in  its  ability  to  help  the  merchants  to  pay  their 
bonds — stop  payment,  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment no  option  bnt  to  receive  its  dishonored 
notes  in  revenne  payments — and  still  it  wonld 
be  aecnre  of  its  monopoly ;  the  hands  of  all  fa-* 
true  Congresses  would  be  tied  op ;  and  no  rival 
or  additional  hanks  conld  be  established,  to 
bold  it  in  check,  or  to  snpply  its  place. 

Hr,  B.  concluded  his  remarks  with  showing 
the  origin,  and  also  the  extinction  of  this  doc- 
trine in  England,  A  tory  Parliament  in  tbe 
reign  of  <}neen  Anne  had  first  granted  an  ex- 
clusive privilege  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
imposed  a  restriction  npou  the  right  of  fiitnre 
Parliaments  to  establish  another  bwik ;  and  tbe 
Ministry  of  182S  had  condemned  this  doctrine, 
and  proscribed  its  oontinnancc  in  England. 
The  charter  granted  to'  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  existing  bank  had  copied 
those  obnoxioas  clanses ;  but  now  that  they 
were  condemned  in  England  as  too  iqjast  and 
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odiooa  for  tliat  moaarobial  country,  they  cmgM 
oertalnly  to  be  discarded  in  this  repablio,  where 
equal  rights  were  the  vital  priuci^e  and  rnling 
feature  of  all  onr  inetitutioas. 

There  was  now  a  call  for  the  qneBti<»i ;  and, 
on  ^Tiflion,  the  amendment  was  i^eoted,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ten. — Venn.  Benton,  Bro>n,  Dndley,  EDia, 
Onmdj,  Hiyne,  RiU,  Eane,  E[n»(.  Harej,  Ulller, 
ICoore,  TaiewalL,  Troup,  Tyler,  White— IB. 

NtTB.— HeBsn.  BeU,  Bnckoer,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Daitu,  EwJDg,  Foot,  FrelinghuyMD,  Hendrieka, 
Hohnes,  Joboston,  KiJehC,  Nkudain,  Poiadexter, 
Preatiaa,  Rabbins,  RobinBon,  Run^eft,  Seymour, 
BUebetf,  Smith,  Spragoe,  Tipton,  Tomliiuan,  W>g- 
gimiB,  Webster — ZB. 

Vr.  Benton's  seoond  amendment  was  as  fol- 

"Tb&t  the  stoekfaolden  in  wld  corporation  shall 
be  liable  in  tbfir  indlTidtut  and  priT^te  capadties 
to  the  amount  of  their  Btock,  if  the  said  corpora- 
tion nhoiiid,  at  any  time,  fail  or  refoM  to  pay  its 
notes,  bills,  bonda,  obligations,  drails,  or  other  se- 
ourities,  in  gold  or  silver  cidn ;  and  the  Itolders 
thereof  may  see  said  stockholders  l)efore  any  tribn- 
nsl  baring  jurisdiction  thereof* 

This  provisioD,  said  lb.  B.,  is  copied  from 
the  charter  of  the  fiunons  8HX>ttiBh  bauka,  which 
are  now  eonsideied  as  the  models  of  all  good 
banks;  and  the  good  effects  it  bas  prwlnced  in 
those  InstitDtJoQB  should  enoonrage  all  others 
to  aesarae  it.  The  provision  is  founded  in  the 
Jnst  medinm  between  the  common  law  princi- 

Sile  of  partnerahips,  which  makes  each  partaer 
iable  for  the  whole  debts  of  the  concern,  and 
the  corporation  principle,  which  absolves  each 
partner  from  all  liability.  Each  of  these  ex- 
tremes was  equally  oi^ust  is  a  hanking  institn- 
tion.  The  liability  of  each  stockholder  for  the 
whole  debts  of  the  corporation,  would  always 
b^mtjDBt  with  respect  to  himself,  and  nugatory 
with  respect  to  the  public ;  the  total  exemption 
from  all  liability  was  nnjast  to  the  public,  as 
stockholders  might  contjnae  to  live  in  afflnenoe, 
while  those  who  held  their  notes  might  l>e  re- 
duced to  hef^ary.  Liability  to  the  amount  of 
the  stock  was  the  tme  principle,  and,  beddes 
being  Just  in  itself;  was  a  principle  of  easy  ui- 
plication ;  as  the  holders  of  the  not«e,  on  the 
Milnre  of  the  bank,  conid  immediately  bring 
their  actions  against  any  stockholder,  and  oon- 
tinne  to  recover  fh)m  him  until  he  had  pud  np 
tbe  amount  of  his  stock. 
Bnt  the  fact  was,  that,  where  this  principle 

nailed,  there  was  no  occasion  to  enforce  it. 
ras  the  true  check  and  control'over  the 
banks ;  the  efiectaal  restraint  upon  over-issnes. 
The  Soottish  banks,  which  contained  it,  had 
never  stopped  pavment ;  the  Bauk  of  llngjand, 
which  did  not  dbntain  it,  had  twice  stopped. 
It  was  the  true  security,  and  the  only  one, 
agsinat  sndden  eipamdons  and  contractions  of 
.  the  cnrrency — those  ebbs  and  flows,  ia  which 
there  is  a  deluge  of  paper  to-day,  and  every- 
body runs  in  debt,  and  a  dearth  of  p(q>er  to- 


1  all  debtws  u«  ndned.  lbs 
preaenoe  of  snch  a  provision  pravenU  the  ink 
from  running  the  riak  ot  theie  e^Miiaon  lal 
oontractiona,  and  keeps  it  to  the  sum  riaadj 
line  of  basineas  which  pmdent  mMvlunb  and 
traders  follow.  It  was  the  Itest  of  reinedice  6* 
the  evils  to  which  banks  were  moetsabject; 
it  was  the  remedy  of  prerMititm!  fbrwherenr 
it  existed,  it  had  prevented  orer-iMma,  tai 
suapennons  of  ape«e  payment.  FereigiHn 
aloue  oould  not  l>e  reacjied  by  the  provinw,  ta 
their  residence  in  foreign  ixmntries  weoM  fn- 
t^  them  against  suits ;  and  this  formed  n  id- 
djtional  argument  tgeinst  the  admiweB  id 
aliens  into  Uiis  corporation. 

The  qoeation  being  takea.on  this  w 
itwasr        ■    -  .  ~ 

Mr. 


r^ected — ^yeas  6,  nays  84 
iron's  tlura  amendment  was  Ikn 


"That,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  April,  ISJt, 
no  member  of  Coogrcas,  or  officer  of  the  Federal 
Goremmeut,  or  alien,  stiall  hold  any  stock  In  hU 
bank." 

Ifr.  BnirroH  said,  it  was  from  do  iOibenl 
prejudice  against  fbrei^era  tfaat  he  propoMd  Is 
eilwle  them  trom  aa  mterest  in  this  aitiMil 
iustitntioo.  If  foreigiters  came  to  the  Unilat 
States  to  live,  and  to  plant  their  postal? 
among  as,  hewas  for  receiving  them  with  liad' 
ness  and  respect,  and  extending  to  them  sll  ilt« 
advantages  of  onr  laws  and  Govemmeat;  W 
while  these  foreigners  remained  inl^Mra*ii 
countries,  anl^ect  to  a  fbrei^  prince,  ud 
bound  by  their  allegiance  to  him  to  prehr  bia 
interest  to  ours,  whenever  they  came  in  «■■ 
flict,  he  was  wholly  oppceed  to  conferring  cpM 
them  powers  and  privdegee  which  would  eniw 
them  to  exercise  an  influence  over  oar  |»<» 
perity,  and  to»engros»  advantages  which  ii>|f 
citizens  would  r^oice  to  poesess.  This  bsnk  ii 
called  a  national  inatitation;  it  evfn  besralM 
name  of  the  Cnlted  States,  as  if  it  actaally  be- 
longed to.  the  Federal  Govwument:  T****^}! 
very  moment  fm^igners  hold  eight  and  a  aill 
millions  of  the  stock,  are  rapidly  increaanf 
their  investments  in  it,  and  may,  if  they  piM««i 
become  it«  sole  ownersl  How  contradioW 
and  absurd  that  a  naUonsI  institution  diaiw 
belong  to  aliens]  That  a  bank  besrirg  the 
name  of  the  United  SUtes,  ahonld,  in  &ct^ 
the  private  property  of  the  uolrility  and  gentiT 
of  Great  Britain  1 

Uoney  is  called  the  sinews  of  wsr:  ^''*j 
then  must  be  the  ooDditatm  of  fte  VaM 
States,  if,  involved  in  anotiier  war  with  Of** 
Britain,  all  these  wnews  ahonld  bs  in  tbep* 
session  of  the  enemy)  Bot.  without  etM*" 
Ing  onr  speculations  to  ■  stale  of  war,  «w 
may  he  remote,  and  which  we  would  wW 
be  improbable,  it  is  suffliaent  to  eon^^f^L 
the  dangers  of  a  f(>raga  moneyed  i^**" 
among  ns  in  time  of  peace.  What  has  o*^ J"j 
bane  of  all  confederacies,  ancient  and  [oooffs 


Was  it  not  foreign  iut^nence, 
procured  by  money  t  iLook 


and  that  inflnw* 
,tlieinlrig<«« 
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Hitlip  in  Greece;  look  at  the  uitrtgQes  of  the 
nd^boriog.  powers  in  the  affun  of  the  Dateh, 
the  SniM,  and  the  GermaDio  confederacies; 
moneT  was  at  the  root  of  all  these  intngnea; 
and  the  arriral  of  armiee  was  tiwAjs  preceded 
bj  the  oorrnption  of  orators  and  writers.  Snp- 
poM  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  eontiane 
to  glide  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  anttl  it  is 
swallowed  ap,  or  nearlj  swallowed  up,  by  the 
hereditary  nobilitj,  the  prime  ministers,  and 
the  mllltarr  and  naval  officers,  of  European 
iOTereigns;  will  not  this  foreign  aristocrBcj 
then  have  the  oontrol  of  the  moneyed  power 
of  oar  America!  And  will  thej  not  nse  that 
power  to  raise  up  an  American  aristocracy, 
and  to  depress  the  Amerioaa  democracy  ?  As- 
■nredly  they  will;  and,  as  the  charter  now 
(tanda,  they  may  not  only  nse  their  own  money, 
hot  the  credit  and  revenues  of  th^  United 
Sttteti,  to  cornipt  the  press  and  the  legislature. 


and  to  pat  np  and  pull  down  pnblii 
cording  to  their  own  views. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  incnrring  this  danger. 
Foreign  capital  is  not  needed  in  the  United 
States.  Oar  own  citizens  have  more  than  they 
can  employ ;  and,  besides,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statee  needs  leaa  private  capital  than 
any  other  bank  in  the  world.  The  credit  and 
revenues  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  the  receiva- 
UUty  of  its  notes  in  payment  of  public  does, 
are  its  real  capital,  and  diminish  the  want  of 
private  o^ital  thronghout  th«  institution,  and 
totally  dispense  witti  it  in  one-third  of  the 
brandies.  This  is  known  to  everybody.  Then, 
why  go  abroad  for  foreign  capital  t  Our  own 
dtiiens  are  applyii^  for  this  ctiarter ;  they  are 
offering  five  times  aa  mach  for  it  as  these 
fbreigners  offbr;  then,  why  continue  the  mo- 
nopMy  to  foreigners!  If  the  capital  oC  the 
bank  was  three  times  what  it  is,  erery  dollar 
of  the  stock  would  be  taken  by  oar  own  citi- 
zens. If  the  present  basic  was  broken  np  into 
three  independent  moderate  institutions,  the 
dtizens  of  the  South  and  West  woald  qaickly 
(obeoribe  for  one  bank  each.  Besides  the  dan- 
gers of  foreign  influence,  and  the  injery  to  oar 
own  ciUzena,  from  permitting  foreigners  to 
eontinae  to  hold  stock  in  this  bank,  Ur.  B. 
dwelt  considerably  oa  the  injury  which  was 
dme  to  the  ooantry  fW>m  the  annual  transfer 
of  money  from  the  United  States  to  Enrope,  to 

By  the  dividends  to  the  foreign  stockholders. 
«  amoont  now  annually  drawn  was  great;  it 
WIS  on  the  increase,  for  idiens  were  continually 
eogroasing  stock ;  it  might  amount  to  the  whole 
annual  pro&te  of  the  bank,  for  aliens  might  suo- 
oeed  in  acquiring  the  whole  stock ;  and  then 
the  AmeHcan  citizens  might  pay  a  larger  reve- 
nne  to  their  bank  ICirds  in  Enrope  than  to  their 
own  GoTemment  in  the  United  States.  The 
nnnal  prollts  of  the  bank  now  were  between 
tour  and  five  millions  of  dollars ;  they  might 
be  carried  np  to  doable  that  som,  and  doubtleea 
woold  be  tinder  the  new  and  extended  charter ; 
TouXI^-8l 
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their  resources  m  the  hands  of  absentees,  to  be 
expended  abroad  for  the  onrichment  of  foreign 
States. 

The  exclusion  of  members  of  Congress,  and 
officers  of  Government,  from  participation  in 
the  bank,  was  necesaary,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
B.,  to  the  parity  of  the  Government,  and  to 
the  better  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
bank.  One  of  the  most  baleM  operations  in  a 
national  bank  was  the  business,  or  triok,  of 
stockjobbing.  It  was  a  species  of  gambling,  in 
which  pnblic  measares  were  made  to  operate 
upon  private  fortunes ;  a  system  of  patting  ap 
and  pnlling  down,  in  which  a  motion  in  Oon- 
gress,  or  piece  of  news  from  a  department, 
would  have  the  effect  of  ridaing  or  depressing 
stocks,  and  ttirowing  bargains  and  speonlatjona 
in  the  hands  of  the  initiated,  at  the  expense  of 
bonajlde  liolders.  Public  men  shonld  nave  no 
temptation  to  engage  in'  such  practices,  and 
therefore,  shonld  have  no  interest  in  the  bank. 
Again :  the  bank  is  to  be  ander  the  supervision 
of  Oongress;  It  has  a  right  to  investigate  its 
proceedings,  to  condemn  its  conduct,  and  to 
order  a  mirii  faeiai  ag^nst  it  for  violations  of 
its  charter.  Is  it  to  be  snpposed  that  this  su- 
pervisory power  will  ever  be  exerted  if  Oon- 
gress is  filled  with  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank)  The  evils  of  this  connection  between 
the  officers  of  the  Government  and  the  baok, 
have  been  Mly  experienced  in  Great  Britain, 
where  members  of  Parliament  had,  br  a  olanse 
in  the  Bank  of  England  charter,  a  right  to  own 
its  stock,  and  where  they  had  always  vote3  on 
the  side  of  the  bank  agunst  the  people  in  every 
qnestion  between  them.  In  17S7,  they  had 
absolved  the  bank  from  liability  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  and  afterwards  made  the  notes 
of  this  insolvent  hank,  that  is  to  say,  their  own 
notes,  a  legal  tender  in  discharge  of  all  debts, 
and  continued  that  inlqnitous  law  for  twenty- 
five  years.  To  guard  against  such  dangers  in 
America,  we  should  avoid  the  cause  which 
led  to  them  in  England,  and  exclnde  our 
public  f^otionaries  from  all  interest  in  onr 
bank. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendmmt, 
when  it  was  rejected — yeas  11,  nays  S8, 

Mr.  BxnrOK's  fourth  amendment  was  aa  fol- 

"Tlut  the  nld  corporstion  diall  not  isnie  any 
currency  which  shall  not  be  payable,  on  demand,  at 
the  branch  tisnlE  where  flrat  issued,  and  saltjeot  to 
tiie  penalties  fbr  uoa-payment,  or  dalaj  of  payment, 
mentionBd  In  the  Eerenteentb  section  of  the  char- 
ter." 

Ifr.  Brstoit  remarked  that  he  had  proposed 
this  amendment  to  test  whether  it  was  intended 
to  moke  the  bank  a  specie-paying  bank,  or  the 
contrary.    He  would  aak  the  jeai  and  nayg. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  by  the  following 
vote: 
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ej.  Killer,  Hoore,  Tuewell,  Troup,  Tflcr,  Wbit«— 
H. 

Nin.— Hem*.  Bell,  Ckr,  Clajton,  Ddlaa,  Dick- 
enOD,  Eving,  Fool,  FrelmghujrseD,  Headricka, 
E^ei,  JobostOD,  Eni^t,  Nknduo,  Toln  dexter, 


Prentin,  Robbina,   BobuuoD,   RuRglec,    Sejmi 
Slsbeo,  Bioith,  Spneae,  Tipton,  Toi  " 
gamui,  Webster,  WukiiiB— t 


ae,  Tipton,  TomUnBon,  Wkg- 


UoiTDAT,  Jane  4. 
£anl  of  tKe  United  StaUt—Eacharter. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  conaider  the  bill  to 
modify  and  coDtinae  the  act  to  ittootporate  tlte 
snbscribeiB  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  to  oonour  in  the  smend- 
ments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
the  flrat  amendment,  etriking  out  the  third  Beo- 
tion  of  the  bill,  being  nnder  consideration, 

Hr.  Eatks  eaid  that  the  special  committee 
by  whom  the  biU  was  introdaoed  had  thought 
it  adviaahle  to  pat  a  check  on  the  practice 
wbioh  had  grown  ap  of  circulating  bank  orders 
as  currencj ;  and  also  to  restrict  the  issning  of 
BOtea  not  pajable  at  the  office  where  issned. 
The  bill,  as  now  reportedj  would  not  effect  these 
obgecta.    The  third  aeotioiL  which  it  was  pro- 

Gaed  to  strike  oat,  enacted  that  it  should  not 
lawful  for  the  bank  to  issue  or  pat  into  oir- 
oulalion  notes  of  a  less  amonnt  than  (00,  which 
would  not  be  payable  at  the  office  where  Issued, 
"  except  the  sauie  be  done  at  the  instance  and 
request  of  Oie  pereons  to,  or  for  whom  the 
ii<^  sball  be  issued."  He  Ihonght  that  this 
section  was  absolat^ly  necessaiy,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  lastclanse,  which  bad  a  nagatorj 
eSecL  He  would,  therefore,  more  that  the 
Benate  only  ooncnr  in  striUng  ont  the  last 
olaaae,  retainiag  the  first  part  of  the  section. 

Mr.  Bibb  rose  to  submit  a  motion.  He  pro- 
posed that  the  first  part  of  the  original  section 
ahonld  stand,  and  to  amend  it  by  enacting  that 
the  bank,  in  lien  of  a  boaus,  ehonld,  during  the 
ecmtinuanoe  of  the  charter,  make  loans  and  dis- 
oo«nl«  at  a  rate  of  interest  sot  exceeding  five 
per  cent,  per  annnm.  In  advocating  the  policy 
of  tiie  measnre,  Mr.  B.  expressed  himself 
*Bgainst  the  payraent  of  a  bonus  by  the  bank. 
He  would  dispense  with  it  altogether,  for  two 
reasons.  He  was  disposed  against  the  United 
States  selling  out  privileges:  if  the  bonk  was 
necessary  for  the  cmerations  of  Government — 
the  creation  of  such  an  institntion  requisite — 
the  United  States  should  take  no  money  from 
an  agent  thus  indispensable.  And  again,  he 
was  adverse  to  putting  more  money  into  the 
Treasury  than  exigencies  called  forj  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  there  was  every  fear  of  our 
revenue  being  too  abundant. 

Bat,  inasmnch  as  benefits  will  arise  to  the 
institution   thus  created,   from    the   exclu^ve 

Erivil^es  and  franchise  with  which  it  will  be 
iTeated,  the  benefits  thus  resulting  will  justify 
the  corporation  being  called  on  to  give  ooire- 
((Kinding  benefits  to  the  country ;  and  in  no  way 
ooold  the  country  at  large  be  more  bwefited 


than  in  a  rodnd,ioD  of  the  iotereat  on  moo^. 
It  would  GocilitAte  trade,  and  improve  and  in- 
crease the  nrodnctive  labor  throuriioiit  tbt 
Union.  Ana,  considering  the  high  uvsntipi 
which  the  stockholders  gained  from  their  prop- 
erty being  thus  invested,  affording  tbem  profit 
and  value  without  expense  or  trouble  on  dieic 
part,  exceeding  that  of  privato  individusls  in 
any  other  busineos  or  trade,  he  thought  tbsl  ( 
reduction  of  one  per  oenL  would  l>e  butaaoull 
eqnivalent. 

Mr.  EwiNo  opposed  the  proportion  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bibb.)  It 
would  not  have  the  effect  which  was  contem- 
plated, of  lowering  the  interest  of  moD0 
throughout  the  country.  This  most  b«  left  to 
its  own  operation;  the  value  of  money  voold 
rise  or  faU  according  to  its  productions ;  it  mmt 
be  left  to  find  its  own  level.  In  theSUteof 
Now  York,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  iru 
limited,  as. elsewhere,  to  six  per  cent,  interc^ 
and  yet  tbe  State  banks  were  charging  serar 
per  cent.  It  could  not  effect  the  tHoefittiut 
was  promised  to  the  whole  country,  beMOSfi 
let  the  bank  lower  its  ioterest  to  five  per  ceot., 
its  capital  is  not  l^ge  for  the  whole  circnlatiaD 
of  the  country.  He  would  voto  agUDst  iba 
gentleman's  proposition, 

Mr.  BocENSs  also  opposed  the  measure;  ai 
the  question  was  not  decided  when  the  Saiist* 
odjourued. 

T^naDAT,  Jnne  6. 
Barth  qf  tit  Unittd  StaUt—Steharto: 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tba 
bill  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uniwd 
States. 

Tbe  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  clause  providing  for  the  hoNt^ 
and  to  insert  a  proviElon  that  the  interest  oa 
loans  and  discounts  made  by  tbe  lunk  sbonld 
not  exceed  five  per  cent, 

Ur.  OuTTOir  gave  the  reasons  whidi  indnctn 
him  to  vote  agMist  the  provision  to  ameni 
His  own  opinion  was,  that,  if  the  amendment 
prevailed,  it  wonid  prove  injurious  to  the  b»ii». 
to  the  State  banks,  and  to  the  people  of  the 
country.  Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  lhi™| 
that  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  wopU 
be  highly  beneficial  to  the  bank,  by  inore«*i( 
its  profits.  The  bank  had  always  h*d  He 
ability  to  discount  at  five  per  cent.;  sMi 
always  having  the  obility,  if  it  was  so  idrm- 
tageous,  why  had  not  the  directors  resortefl  W 
the  pracUce  of  mtidng  loans  and  discountBU 
five  per  cent)  The  ostotenesa  of  those  w» 
admmiatered  the  offers  of  tbe  bank  hsd  Dfl»"r 
discovered  what  seemed  to  have  been  so  sod- 
denly  found  out  here.  He  thought  that  tW" 
whose  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  interests  of  IM 
atockholdera,  had  taken  this  sulyect  into  C^ 
Mderation  before  now,  and  had  given  »  »  » 
proper  examination.    Ho  was  not  toposW  ■" 


Joira,  1833.] 

logifdate  on  this  bilL  merely  for  the  benefit  of 
Ow  bank,  bat  he  still  tboogbt  that  the  inatita- 
IJon  was  entitled  to  some  consideration,  becauao 
it  waa  the  iostniment  uf  the  OoverameDt  for 
great  national  olyocta,  which  woold  be  defeated 
uits  interests  wereeadrelf  overlooked.  If  the 
Senate,  however,  looked  to  the  interests  of  the 
bank  alone,  the  pregent  motion  oonld  not  be 
sustained.  It  would  go  to  change  the  whole 
BTstem  of  the  banking  operations,  and  sncfa 
diange  was  not  required  by  public  opinion.  Is 
not  one  of  all  the  numeroos  memorials  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  was  there 
any  rcqaest  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest. 
Neither  in  any  of  the  memorials  from  the  State 
banks,  nor  in  those  from  the  people,  had  the 
subject  been  tonubed.  There  bad  not  been  a 
single  indication  of  public  opinion  that  such  a 
change  was  desired ;  and  no  one  but  the  mover 
of  the  proposition  attached  the  alighteat  im- 
portance to  the  idea.  Host  of  the'  State  hanks, 
■nd  eEpBcially  those  which  stood  on  the  most 
solid  basis,  had  presented  themselves  to  the 
8enat«  in  favor  of  the  bank.    Let  this  amend- 


ag^nst  the  passage  of  the  bilL  The  operation 
ef  the  measnre  must,  in  some  measure,  be  to 
reduce  their  profits,  and  compel  them  to  cnrtail 
their  hnsineaa.  The  hostility  of  all  these  insti- 
tutions would  be  enlisted  against  the  bank,  and 
tliat  hostility  would  be  felt  on  some  futnre  oo- 
casion.  The  banks  wonld  still  oontinne  to  lend 
money  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  favor- 
ite bOTTOwe™  would  obt^n  loans  at  five  per 
cent.,  and  lend  them  ont  ag^  at  six  or  aeven 
per  cent.  There  could  not  oe  a  worse  proposi- 
tion than  to  fix  the  interest  at  five  per  oenL, 
since  it  would  array  all  the  State  hanks  against 
the  institntion. 

Ur.  TiLBB  sud  the  more  he  had  reflected  on 
the  proportion  now  before  the  Senate,  the 
more  he  had  been  impressed  with  its  impor- 
tance and  magnitude.  He  woold  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  second  to  but 
one  which  had  en^ged  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress dnring  the  present  session.  He  believed 
that  while  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment would  inflict  no  injury  npon  the  bank, 
it  would  confer  the  greatest  benefit  upon  society. 
Would  it  impose  an  unjust  limitation  on  the 
bank!  If  it  would,  he  would  abandon  it  alto- 
gether ;  for  while  he  could  not  vote  for  re- 
ehartering  the  institntion,  he  would  not  infuse 
a  secret  poison  into  its  vital&  which  would 
affect  its  capacity  to  do  good.  It  asked  a  pro- 
longation 01  its  existence,  and  Congress  should 
take  care  to  engraft  upon  its  charter  such  pro- 
visions as  would  ben^t  the  community. 

The  flrst  reflection  wliich  occurs,  is,  that  the 
bank  does  not  loan  money.  It  merely  exchanges 
credit.  It  gives  its  notes  of  liand  for  the  notes 
of  hand  of  individuals,  and,  paying  no  preminm 
in  the  form  of  interest  itself,  requires  a  premium 
of  the-  individuals  with  whom  it  deals.  Its 
credit  is  founded  on  the  confidenoe  of  tbe  pub- 
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lie  in  its  capacity,  which  confidenoe  b  the  re- 
sult of  the  goremmental  action  in  its  cra^ioD, 
Thia  remark  applies  to  all  iscorpor^ed  bonks ; 
but  another  circnmstance  exists  in  regard  to 
this  bank,  which  extends  its  control  thronghont 
the  mercantile  world — the  faot  of  its  notes  t>eing 
made  receivable  everywhere  in  payment  of  the 
Government  dues.  However  solvent  an  individ- 
nal  may  be,  bis  notes  will  not  pass  currently 
beyond  a  small  neighborhood  idrole.  He  ia, 
therefore,  nader  ft«qnent  neoeesity  of  adopting 
the  hank  credit  or  notes  for  liis  own  craoit  or 
notes,  and  of  givioK  a  premium  in  the  fonn  of 
interest^  when,  in  lact^  his  solvency  is  as  per- 
fect, his  responsibility  is  as  entire,  totheextent 
of  his  undertaking,  as  that  of  the  bank,  to  the 
extent  of  its  engagements.  Tme,  the  l>aiik  is 
liable  to  be  colled  npon  to  redeem  its  notes 
daily ;  but  the  fact  that  its  issues  exceed  ita 
oapital  twice  or  thrice,  shows  that  that  respon- 
sibility is  remote  and  inconsiderable.  Is  then 
five  per  cent,  enough  to  compensate  the  l>ank 
for  this  exchange  of  its  credit  for  the  credit  of 
individnalsl  Can  any  one  doubt  itt  Take  a 
beggar  in  the  streets,  and  let  the  Government 
annonnoe  its  determination  to  receive  his  notes 
in  the  payment  of  its  dues,  amounting  as  they 
do  to  from  125,000,000  to  $S0, 000,000  annnally, 
and  who  donhte  but  that  the  credit  of  the  b^- 
goT  would  be  sought  after  with  avidity,  and  Uiat 
he  woold  ^leedily  be  enriched  if  he  was  permit- 
ted to  receive  a  premium  greatiy  below  five  per 
cent  Who  oan  doubt  but  that  five  per  cent,  is  an 
ample  allowanoel  The  stock  is  at  this  moment, 
when  there  hangs  over  the  institution  some 
doubt  as  to  the  continnance  of  its  existence, 
twenty-five  per  cent,  above  par ;  and  the  very 
day  a^r  its  new  charter  sliaD.  have  passed,  the 
calculation  is  that  the  stock  will  mm  to  from 
|150  to  |200  per  share.  What  is  more  oonclu- 
sive  than  this,  to  show  the  immensity  of  ita 
profits)  And  this,  too,  althou^  it  has  to  sna- 
tun  out  of  its  profits  connt^ss  numbers  of 
officers  and  dependents.  This  regulation,  then, 
cannot  be  considered  onjust  to  the  hank. 

Its  efiects  on  the  community  wonM  be  de- 
cidedly beneficial,  as  I  shall  attempt  presently 
to  show,  and  would,  therefore,  taaA  greatly  to 


A  suggestion  has  been  made,  that  it 
would  concentre  its  loans  in  the  hands  of  the  few. 
All  that  I  can  say  in  reply  is,  that,  if  it  did  so, 
it  would  act  injodiciously.  In  my  opinion,  it 
should  diffuse  its  loans  as  much  as  possible,  con- 
sistently with  a  Just  regard  to  its  interests. 
Extravagant  loans  to  a  few  would  weaken  it  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public,  and  abridge  its 
usefulness. 

What  would  I>e  the  effect  of  this  measnre 
on  the  community)  This  is  the  important 
inqniry,  since  the  institution  ahonld  be  created 
for  the  public  interest,  and  not  the  good  of  a 
few,  ezoluaively.  The  first  effect  would  be  to 
lead  the  State  banks  to  adopt  a  similar  reffnla- 
tioBj  iu  no  other  way  conla  they  move  on  Ilu*! 
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BiomoDslf  with  thla  bank.  The  Argament 
Tsntnred  \d  thii  dabato,  that  this  r^nlaUon 
vonid  place  this  bank  at  the  mercy  of  t£e  State 
banks,  ia  ideal.  The  State  banba,  on  the  con- 
trar;,  hold  their  existence  but  at  the  pleasure 
of  this ;  and  who  can  doabt  but  that  an  arrange- 
ment woald  raadilf  be  forced  np<ni  those 
banks  to  receive,  in  the  aettlement  of  balances 
with  this  bank,  the  aanue  interest  whioh  it 
wonld  receive  of  them  ) 

The  next  effect  woald  be  toindnoethe  Legis- 
latures of  the  different  Btat«Bto  reduce  the  rate 
of  l^al  interest  to  fire  per  cent. ;  of  this  I  have 
no  doubt.  I  have  not  had  time  to  trace  out  the 
canses  of  the  obange  in  the  rate  of  interest 
which  occurred  in  Virginia,  but  I  incline  to 
believe  that  it  was  consequent  upon  the  charter- 
ing of  the>  first  United  States'  Bank.  Before 
that,  it  was  at  five  per  cent. ;  it  was  changed 
to  six  per  oent.,  and  the  first  bank  was  anthor- 
ized  to  receive  that  amount ;  and  now  we  come 
to  the  important  influence  which  a  reduction 
In  the  rate  of  interest  would  have  upon  the 
great  interests  of  the  community. 

It  is  thia  view  which  imparts  to  this  subject 
its  greatest  interest;  and  it  rests  apon  pl^ 
principles  of  political  economy.  Where  money 
converted  into  pDblio  stocks  or  Individual  loans 
yields  a  higher  profit  than  the  same  money  in- 
vested in  lands,  ships,  or  machinery,  agricnltQre, 
oommeroe.  and  manuractnree  nooesaarOy  become 
neglected.  If  money  put  at  usance  breeds 
higher  pro&ts  than  U>e  loom,  the  ship,  or  the 
land,  then  capital  is  withdrawn  ^m  tnese  less 
profitable  employments,  and  seeks  investmenta 
m  the  puhHo  stocks  or  Individual  loans.  This 
can  admit  of  no  doubt.  In  this,  then,  oonaists 
the  tme  secret  of  giving  activity  to  the  indus- 
try of  a  commnnity.  If  the  profits  from  agri- 
cnltDre,  commerce,  and  manufacturea,  be  equal 
to  the  profits  on  loans,  then  do  these  employ- 
ments invite  the  attention  of  mankind,  and  each 
in  ita  tnrn  puta  forth  all  itfl  enei^iea.  Com- 
meroe  takes  new  wings,  agriculture  develops 
all  her  beneficent  faculties,  and  the  arts  are 
made  to  flonrish.  Hence  the  vital  importance 
oflavrs  regulating  the  Tat«  of  interest;  without 
them  a  nation  soon  becomes  a  nation  of  money 
lenders;  and  that  whkhwuderignedasamere 
medium  throng  which  agricnltnre,  commerce^ 
and  mannfactwes  should  carry  on  their  ex- 
changes, is  converted  into  the  instrument  of 
their  greatest  oppresdon. 

The  great  lawgiver  of  the  Jews  nnderatood 
this  most  perfectly.  The  Israelites  had  just 
entered  upon  the  poneesion  of  the  promised 
land.  It  was  every  way  desirable  that  the  land 
should  be  recldmed,  and  its  faculdes  developed, 
and  hence  the  regulation  that  no  Israelite  should 
take  asanoe  of  an  Israelite.  O^ital  could 
thereby  be  profitably  invested,  both  in  the  cul- 
ture of  tlie  earth  and  in  commerce,  and  the  land 
of  Galilee  repaid  moat  abundantly  the  laborer. 
But  when  these  infiuences  had  ceased  to  oper- 
ate, and  the  tribes  were  soatt«red  oyer  the  face 
of  the  earth,  tha  Hosaio  regulation  which  per- 
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mitted  usance  to  be  taken  of  strangers,  uded 
by  the  oppressions  mider  which  they  labored, 
converted  the  Jews  into  a  nation  of  money 
lenders.  I  mention  not  this  to  their  discredit 
They  are  like  all  the  rest  of  the  human  fiunily, 
no  better  and  no  worse — devoting  themselves 
to  the  aoquiaition  of  money,  and  seeking  for 
their  money  such  investment  as  yields  the 
greatest  return.  Into  the  same  ocmdition  m»j 
the  people  of  any  oountry  b«  cluu3g«d.  Only 
make  the  profits  on  loans  high  enongh;  if  six 
per  cent,  woald  not  do,  take  ten ;  and  if  ten 
will  not  do,  take  twenty ;  in  other  words,  make 
it  more  profitable  to  the  capitalists  to  loan  out 
their  money,  than  to  invest  it  in  lauds,  ships, 
or  machinery,  and  the  work  is  accomplished. 
Government  will  have  converted  the  commo- 
nity  into  a  nation  of  money  lendera. 

These  considerations  led  him  to  oppose  Us 
vote  to  all  moneyed  corporationa ;  bnt  while  b« 
felt  himself  constrained  to  vote  agunat  the 
rechartering  of  this  bank,  if  it  is  to  pose,  ha 
wished  to  protect  the  other  interents  of  the 
community  agunst  evil.  The  per  centage  pro- 
posed to  be  uiowed  is  greater  than  that  derived 
from  a^culture,  bnt  the  contemplated  reduc- 
tion will  relieve  it  in  some  small  degree  of  iti 
bnrdens,  and  should  therefore  have  his  support; 
and  its  reasonableness  is  fiilly  evideuoed  by  the 
fact  that  the  oapitalists  of  oUier  countries  tend 
their  funds  here  to  be  invested  in  stocks  yield- 
ing no  greater  interest  than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  Fonsrrn  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  first  on 
striking  out.  He  wished  to  move  an  amend- 
meot,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  against 
striking  out.  He  thought  five  per  cent  woald 
be  an  ample  oompensation  to  the  bonk,  because 
it  was  eqoal  to  sis  per  cent,  in  1816,  when  tiie 
bank  was  reohartwed;  so  that  it  wonld  be 
giving  as  much.  Another  reason  was,  the  bank 
stock  is  now  at  120  to  ISO,  so  that  it  was 
enongh  above  par  to  justify  the  redaction  of  in- 
terest. A  proposition  from  Boston  waa  before 
Congress,  offering  to  give  more  favorable  t«nns 
for  a  bank ;  they  offer  to  reduce  their  interest 
to  five  per  oent.,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to  sJlow 
thepresent  institution  six  per  cent. 

The  mind  of  Hamilton  fiuctnated  between 
five  and  six  per  cent. ;  and  be  read  extracts 
fkim  his  report,  to  show  that  the  only  fear  of 
Hamilton  was,  that  a  limitation  of  the  interest 
to  five  per  oent,  would  prevent  oapitaliats  from 
embarUng  their  capital  iu  the  bank.  He  bad 
none  of  the  fears  whidi  now  affect  Senators 
who  oppose  the  reduction.  Itwss^)preheoded 
that  the  change  wonld  be  ii^nrions  to  the  State 
banks  ftnd  the  community.  He  referred  to  the 
history  of  the  banks  of  Georna,  to  ahow  that 
this  was  not  likely  to  be  the  result.  The 
amonnt  of  the  bank  capital  being  so  large^  the 
effect  of  the  redaction  of  interest  on  that  capital 
would  be  felt  thron^ont  tiie  oonntry.  Hs 
denied  the  applicability  of  the  statemmt  of  tbs 
Senator  from  Delaware  that  the  State  baoki 
wonld  be  compelled  to  increase  the  amonnt  of 


^issa.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Boat  aftkt  UmiUd 


[3= 


tbe5r  iraaea.  He  stated  thst  the  intereBt  on 
loans  bj  State  banla  was,  in  meaj  cases,  now 
higher  than  that  on  loans  b;  the  Uait«d  Btatea 
Bank.  Tb«  TToited  6tate«  Baok  had  now  the 
power  to  rednce  the  interest  to  favor  any  par- 
ticnlar  institations  or  indinduala,  uid  had  re- 
duced It  in  some  instaaceB.  He  wonld  vote 
against  the  striking  out,  and  would  afterwords 
move  b)  add  a  provision  reducing  the  rate  of 
interest  to  five  per  cent. 

On  the  call  of  Ur.  Bibb,  the  yeas  and  najs 
were  ordered. 

The  qaeation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  strike  out,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — HcMis.  Benton,  Bibb,  Browu,  Dudley, 
-Ellis,  Qraud;,  Hajne,  HiU,  King,  UaugniD,  Hkrcy , 
UiDer,  RobioBoa,  Smith,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tjler, 
White— 18. 

Njits. — Uessrs.  BfU,  Buckner,  Chambera,  ClajTi 
daytOD,  Dtdlu,  Swing,  Foot,  Forsf  th,  FreliiiKhaj- 
seq,  Hendriolu,  Holmee,  Jobiutoa,  Enigbt,  lloare, 
Naudain,  Poiadaiter,  Prantisa,  KobbhiB,  Beymour, 
giUiee,  Spngne,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Webster,  Wil- 


So  the  moUon  to  strike  ont  was  negaliTed. 

TBDiraaDif,  Jnne  8. 

Bank  of  tU  United  State*— Seeharlor. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

liiU  ta  modi^  and  continne  the  act  to  incor- 

e>raie  the  snbacribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
nited  States. 

The  qneetion  pending  bdng  the  motion  of 
Vr.  Spbaqdb  to  strike  ont  the  sum  of  "  100,- 
000 "  as  the  annnal  anionnt  of  the  bonus  re- 
quired of  the  bank, 

Ur.  Mabot  T^retted  to  bear  honorable  Sen- 
mtors  speak  of  so  email  a  sum  for  a  bonos  as 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  handred  tboosaad 
dollars.  He  was  folly  persuaded  that  the  stook- 
holdera  of  the  present  bank  could  afford  to 
give  a  much  lu^r  stmi.  It  seemed  to  be 
agreed  on  all  sides  that  these  stockholders  are 
not  en^tled  to  any  preference.  They  have  no 
right  to  ask  any  favor,  and  we  are  nnder  no 
oMigation  to  grant  any.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  drive  a  baa  bargain  with  them,  nor  would 
he  consent  that  they  should  make  an  nncon- 
Bcionable  one  with  the  QovemmenL  The  ques- 
tion then  presents  itself,  what  is  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  worth  to  the  applicants!  He 
would  not  repeat  what  was  said  on  this  subject 
yesterday ;  but  the  Senate  will  reoolleot  that 
they  bad  a  proposition  before  them  from  the 
citizens  of  Massaohiisetts,  which  will  yield  a 
much  i^lS^r  snm  than  that  now  generally 
qMken  o£  The  respectability  of  those  from 
whom  the  propoeition  came,  had  not  been,  and 
cannot  be,  qneetioned.  Those  raemorialiBta  are, 
beyond  aU  donbt,  of  sufficient  ability  to  set  in 
operation,  by  the  time  the  present  charter  will 
have  expired,  an  institntion  that  will  answer 
all  the  Qsefol  purposes  of  the  one  now  in  exist- 
ence.    They  offier  to  pay  to  the  Government 


one  per  oeuL  on  the  capital,  and  to  become 
sabjeot  to  taxation  by  the  States  to  any  sua 
not  exceeding  one  per  cent.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  that  the  States  would  tax  nearly  np  to 
the  limit.  The  offer  from  the  cittzena  of  MBa. 
sachnsetts  would  therefore  amount,  on  tiie  c^>- 
ital  mentioned  in  the  bill,  to  seven  hundred 
thoDsand  dollars.  Though  this  offer  may  not 
be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  precise  sum  which 
ought  to  l>e  pud  for  the  extension  of  the  char* 
ter,  it  is  entitled  to  much  oonsidaration  in  fix- 
ing that  sum. 

The  present  pric«  of  the  stocks  is  also  an 
evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  privilege  abont  to 
be  granted.  If  it  were  certam  that  no  exten- 
sion of  the  charter  wonld  be  granted,  the  price 
of  the  stock  wonld  soon  decline ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  a  charter  were  actually  secured 
to  the  company,  it  is  an  opinion  which  no  one 
controverts,  tt^t  there  would  be  a  sadden  rise 
in  the  stocks.  This  event  would  probably 
bring  it  to  fifty  per  cent,  praninm. 

Such  is  the  estimate  of  the  most  enlightened 
friends  of  the  present  bank — of  those  who  best 
know  the  dtuation  of  its  affairs,  and  are  there- 
fore best  qualiBed  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment on  the  subject. 

To  show  that  there  is  no  error  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  (Ur.  U.)  Bud  ha  would  take  the  liberty 
to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  an  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Olat,}  as  expressed  in  a 
speech  delivered  some  time  since,  in  this  body, 
on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  In  animadverting 
on  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  <u 
the  Treasury  wherein  the  Secretary  proposed  to 
sell  the  seven  millions  of  stock  now  owned  by 
the  United  States  for  eight  millions,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  observed  that  it  would  be  unftdr  to 
make  a  sale  at  that  advance,  if  the  bank  was 
not  to  be  rechartered ;  for,  s^d,  he,  the  stock 
wonld  not  be  worth  bat  about  par  without  a 
renewal  of  the  bank ;  bnt  he  contended  that,  if 
the  bank  was  to  be  rechartered,  the  sale  of  the 
seven  millions  of  stock  owned  by  the  United 
States  for  eight  millions  wonld  be  a  most  im- 
provident contract  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  for,  in  case  the  baA  shonld  be  rechar- 
tered, the  price  of  stock,  he  observed,  would 
advance  to  fifty  per  cent,  above  its  par  Talue. 
Here  we  have,  aiud  Ur.  X.,  an  opinion  of  k 
friend  of  the  bank,  well  aoqnunted  with  ita 
aff^rs,  and  every  way  competent  to  form  an 
accurate  opinion  of  the  effect  to  be  prodnced 
by  the  measnre  now  under  oonuderatdon,  that, 
withont  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  the  stock  df 
the  bank  will  settle  down  to  par;  with  a  re- 
uewsl,  it  will  command  a  premium  of  fifty  per 
cent.  By  this  act,  then,  said  Ur.  K.,  we  are 
about  to  enrich  the  present  stockholders,  accord- 
ing to  this  opinion,  seventeen  million  dollars. 
What  is  it  proposed  we  shtdl  ask  for  this  favor  t 
Only  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  or  two 
handred  thousand  dollars  per  aonnm.  Thia  la 
a  remuueratjon  wholly  inadequate  to  the  ad- 
vantage we  are  about  to  bestow.    The  smalleot 
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Bom  w«  ought  to  think  of  inserting  in  the  mo- 
tioD,  Bhonld  be  thftt  named  ^eBterdny  hj  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  ($036,000.)  Ur.  M.  aeid  he 
did  Dot  go  for  BO  large  a  sum  aa  that  offered  hj 
the  memorialists  from  Uassschosetts,  becaose 
a  pan  of  that  ttim  was  to  be  levied  bj  the  States 
as  taxes ;  and  he  would  not  give  anjr  vote  from 
which  it  might  be  inferred  that  tlie  rightof  the 
Btote  to  tai  the  bank  and  its  branches  wda  in- 
tended to  be  surrendered  or  oomprDmiud  ;  for 
in  hie  opinion  the  States  have  ttist  right,  and 
Congress  shonid  not,  if  they  could,  and  proba- 
My  conld  not  if  they  woold,  take  it  away. 
Hr.  Masot  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 

fia6,ooo. 

Hr.  EsiBHT  then  renewed  his  motion  for 
850.000. 

Hr.  Bbowh  said  he  shonid  vote  i^unst  the 
largest  snm,  becaase  he  did  not  see  any  advan- 
tage which  would  remilt  from  it  lo  the  coun- 
try. In  proportion  as  the  bank  was  burdened, 
would  the  bank  burden  the  people  by  excessive 
Imnes.  He  woold  not  incorporate  snoh  a  prin- 
ciple in  the  charter, 

Mr.  MooBE  shonid  vote  against  the  largest 
mm,  beoaoM  he  believed  the  States  had  a  nght 


therefore  vote  for  the  smallest  snm. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  largest 
earn,  and  dedded  in  the  negative — yeas  10, 
nap  86. 
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I  the  negative — yeas  '. 


and  also  decided 
nays  27. 

Mr.  SancoTTB  moved  800,000 ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  tieing  ordered,  the  question  was  de- 
cided— yeas  20,  nays  27. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Ur.  Foot  to  fill  the  blank  with  200,000,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  follows : 

Tc^s. — UesRS.  BeQ,  Benton,  Brown,  Buokner, 
Chambers,  CUy,  Cl&yton,  DbIIm,  Dlckrrgon,  Eltis, 
Ening,  Foot,  Fonivtb,  Freiingbuv^eu,  GruDd,v, 
Hsyne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmra,  Jobnnou,  Euie, 
King,  Kangum,  HiDer,  Hoore,  Nsudun,  Poindeiter, 
Preutiis,  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Klibee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tipton,  Tomlin- 
BOD,  Tjler,  WsggMDu,  Webster,  White,  Wllkins— 
*48. 

Mati.— HeMTs.   Dudley,  Knight,   Harcy,  Troop 

Hr.  Habct  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
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ttuned  Bhoold  be  construed  to  take  away  the 
right  of  aay  State  to  impose  any  taxes  on  the 
branches,  &a. 
The  question  was  decided  as  follows : 
TsAt. — HeisTs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cickeraon,  Dad- 
ley,  Ellis,  Forayth,  Orundy,  Hayne,  Hendrioks. 
Bill,  Kane,  King,  Mangum,  Usrcy,  Miller,  Uuore, 
Bobinnn,  Tsiewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  Tyler,  While — 


Holmes,  Jobnalon,  Knight,  Nsodain,  Poindextar, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  ESUwe^ 
Smith,  Sprague,  Tomtinson,  Waggwui,  WebMCr, 
WilkiD»-Sfi. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  restricting  the  bank  Ercan  iaEning 
notM  below  the  value  of  twenty  dollan,  wm 
then  taken  up. 

Ur.  EiNO  moved  so  to  amend  the  anMikd- 
ment  as  to  make  the  minimum  tea  dollar  notelL 

The  motion  was  n^atived. 

Ur.  Taztwell  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
ont  "  or  drafts,"  so  as  to  confine  the  reatiietuut 
to  notes  or  bills. 

The  amendment  ;rBB  then  cononrred  in. 

Ur.  FoBSTTU  moved  to  amend  tha  bill  hj 
adding  a  section,  providing  that  the  bank  sfaall 
not  take  more  tnaa  five  per  c«nt.  on  ita  loan* 
or  discounts. 

Ur.  CnaMBBBS  made  a  few  remarks  in  oj^o- 
aition  to  the  motion,  and  read  the  opiniiMU  of 
some  experienced  cashiers  against  the  redoe- 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  motioB 
negatived  as  follows : 


Heasra.  Bell,  Bnckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  FreliDgfanyM«, 
Holmea,  Johaaton,  Knight,  UlUer,  Naudsin,  Piun- 
deit«r,  Prentin,  Bobtdns,  Bugglea,  Seymour,  Sis. 
bee,  Smith,  Prague,  ToD^nson,  Waggaman,  Web- 
■ter,  Wilkinc— 26. 

Ur.  WmTX  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  pro- 
viding that  whenever  the  average  amomit  of 
the  pablio  d^Msits  shall  exceed  a  million  of 
dollars,  an  interest  of  three  per  cent  shall  be 
allowed. 

This  motion  wa«  negatived,  aa  follows : 


Spngae,  faiew^ll,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Troup,  Wagga. 
man.  White— 28. 

Nits.— Uesars,  Bell,  Bnckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Ewine,  Foot,  Frelingfauyaei^ 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Miller,  Kaudain,  Pren- 
tiss, Foindeiter,  Robbbi,  Bobinton,  Buggies, 
Slsbee,  &nith,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilkins—M. 

Ur.  Bkhtok  said  the  time  had  now  arrived 
for  making  a  motion  which  be  had  previously 
annonnced,  namdy,  the  reference  of  this  bill  to 
the  head  of  the  Treasary  I>epartment,  for  hts 
conaderation  and  report.  Tne  bill  had  now 
t«oeived  all  the  amendments  which  ita  Mends 
would  admit;  it  was  perfect,  according  to  thw 
conception ;  it  was,  therefore,  in  a  proper  state 
to  undergo  the  revision  of  the  officer  with 
whose  department  it  was  so  intimately  con- 
nected. He  said  that  this  was  a  motion  of  1m- 
islative  propriety,  of  ofBcial  courtesy,  and  pnb- 
llo  advantage;  a  motitm  which  ooold  not  be 
refosed  without  a  feeming  dlareqtect  to  tb* 
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officer  «t  the  head  of  the  TreMnry — an  apparent 
disregard  to  tbe  Eiecntire  Administration  —and 
a  possible  detriment  to  tbe  pnblic  aervioe. 
Every  bank  charter  ever  yet  granted,  or  pro- 
pcsed  to  b«  granted,  had  its  ori^n  in  the  Treas- 
ury DepartmaaL  Every  bank  MU  had  been 
drawn  or  reviaod  there ;   and  tbat  npon  the 

Sltunest  principle  of  propriety,  tbat  the  bank 
einv  intended  to  aid  tlie  Traaaiiry,  it  was  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  give  hi*  opin- 
ion npon  the  fitness  and  saffiaienoy  of  the  aid 
to  be  ^ren  bim.  How,  then,  can  the  present 
8o(s«tary  be  overlooked)  How  can  he  be 
passed  by?  Why  should  he  receive  ■  slight 
-which  baa  been  pat  upon  none  of  bis  predeces- 
aora )  His  individual  sentiments  are  known  to 
be  favorable  to  a  national  bank ;  his  pnblic  sta- 
tion gives  him  a  right  to  be  heard  on  the  pro- 
-Tiaions  of  this  one ;  the  public  service,  we  have 
a  right  to  preanme,  woald  be  promoted  by  the 
communioation  of  his  opinions.  Who  can  as- 
anine  to  say  that  be  can. impart  no  nseful  infor- 
mation f  Even  if  gentlemen  thought  bo,  it 
^ronld  be  a  breach  of  deoomm  to  expree^  or 
imply,  tbe  sentiment  Yet  a  refbaal  to  nuke 
thb  reference  mnat  imply  it 

If  there  is  any  one  meaanre,  in  the  whole 
oirole  of  legislation,  which,  above  all  others, 
deserves  to  be  referred  to  an  Administration,  it 
ia  the  meaanre  of  creating,  or  continoing,  a 
national  bank.  The  whole  argnment  for  snch 
an  iostitntion — its  entire  oonatitntional  vindi- 
cation— rests  npon  the  assnmptton  that  it  is 
necessary  to  the  flnftncial  operations  of  the 
Govemnnent  !N'ow,  of  this  necessity,  the  per- 
tooa  chosen  by  the  people  to  administer  the 
Government  most  be  admitted  to  be,  in  some 
degree,  judges.  Some  may  deem  it  uonecea- 
aary,  as  did  JCr.  Jefferson  ^  his  life,  and  as  did 
Mr.  Madison  before  the  capitoi  was  barat 
Some  may  think  one  kind  of  bank  necessary, 
and  some  another.  Then  why  not  consult  the 
persons  to  vbom  this  institntion  ia  aanmed  to  be 
necessary  7  Why  not  consnlt  the  present  Gov. 
erument  ?  The  people  have  put  them  in  power ; 
they  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  oper- 
ations o(  the  Oovenunent ;  then  why  not  allow 
them  a  voice  in  the  setectioo  of  their  means  f 
loatead  of  that,  we  have  seen  this  measure 
taken  np  by  the  adversaries  of  the  Administra- 
tion, coodncted  along  withont  any  referenoe  to 
the  Administration,  and  now  proposed  to  be 

{nt  upon  ita  third  readbig  wiuiout  even  their 
nowledgel  It  Is  easy  to  conceive  that  the 
bonk  may  be  an  impediment  to  some  Adminis- 
trations; it  may  join  their  adversaries,  lend 
them  the  benefit  of  its  vast  moneyed  power, 
and  exert  its  machlneiT'  in  all  the  States  in 

fromoting  the  election  of  opposition  candidates. 
his  very  bank  may  be  an  enemy  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  and,  nniting  with  all  the 
elements  of  opposition  in  Oongress,  may  now 
be  exerting  its  tremendous  inflnence  to  keep 
up  a  system  of  double  taxation  and  ~ 
expenditure,  to  snpply  itself  with 
deposits  of  pabllo  money.    It  may  be  the 
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fbrmidable  enemy  to  the  present  Administration, 
and,  instead  of  aiding,  may  be  paralyxing  all 
their  measures,  even  the  payment  of  the  pnbllo 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  tbe  public  money  for  ita 
own  use.  It  may  be  m  favor  of  a  now  Admin- 
istration which  woold  keep  np  taxes,  moltlply 
expenditures,  and  gor^  it  with  public  money. 
Thege  things  may,  or  may  nbt,  be  so ;  bnt  why 
not  let  the  Administration  speak  for  itselft 
Why  force  this  aid  npon  them  t  Why  oompet 
them  to  receive  help  of  the  bankt  Oert^nlv 
it  is  a  long  time  that  the  world  has  been  ad> 
raonished  to  beware  of  favors  offered  by  the 
enemy  I  This  bank  is  the  only  favor  offered  to 
this  Administration  by  its  opponents;  and  this 
favor  they  require  it  to  take  without  examina- 
tion, and  without  inspection.  They  avow  their 
determination  to  poll  down  this  Administration ; 
and  they  propose  to  give  them  this  bank  as  a 
friendlypresentl  Since  the  days  of  the  wooden 
horse,  has  any  present  ever  come  forward  in  a 
more  qaestiooable  shape?  And  this  kind  ^ 
eomes  on  the  eve  of  a  life  and  death  contest  be- 
tween the  giver  and  receiver  1  Some  have  said 
this  push  for  a  new  charter  is  not  a  part^  meaa- 
nre, but  thus  fU  it  has  been  characterized  by 
every  circumstance  that  defines  a  partr  meas- 
ure ;  and  this  determination  to  carry  it  throng 
without  a  referenoe  to  tbe  Administration, 
s^ems  to  oomplete  the  evidence  of  that  char- 
Mr.  Smith  said,  in  high  party  times,  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  refer  from  Oongreas  to  the 
Becretariea,  the  democratic  party  resisted  It, 
and  he  h^  never  beard  of  a  similar  motion 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  B.'a 
motion  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yiis.— Uenra.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  ElBs, 
Forsyth,  Onindy,  Hill,  Kane,  Troup,  White— 10. 

Nats. — Meaara.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Dallas,  Dlokerson,  Ewing,  Foot,  Freling- 
hnysen,  Bayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King, 
Knight,  Hangam,  Uarcy,  HiUer,  Hoore,  Naudain, 
Poindeiter.  Prenliaa,  RobbioB,  Robinwin,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Silabee,  Smith,  Spragae,  Tazewell,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinaon,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wil- 
Idoa— SI. 

The  question  then  bein^  on  tl 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  readm» 

Mr.  Whitb  rose  to  give  hts  views  in  oppod- 
tion  to  the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  QninroT  moved  tbat  the  Senate  now  ad- 
journ ;  and  it  being  understood  that  no  farther 
amendments  were  to  be  offered, 

The  Senate,  at  SO  minutes  before  6  o'olook, 
ai^onmed. 


8i.TiiBDAT,  June  9. 

Banh  of  tht  Umted  StatM—SteAarUr. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  oonsideratiMi 

of  the  bill  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to 

incorporate  tbe  snbseribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States. 
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Mr.  Bmrotr  restimed  the  remuks,  in  onpo- 
ritioD  to  the  engrosement  of  the  bill,  wbicn  be 
oommenced  on  the  preceding  day.  He  stated 
tbst  the  establisbinent  of  ue  United  Btatee 


'ethis,  he  adverted  to  the  iustmctiooa  issued 
1)j  the  bank  to  the  branches  of  the  Suntb  and 
the  WesL  He  quoted  the  language  of  a  diBtln- 
gniahed  atatenoan,  that  the  year  1B16  would 
ooDBtitate  SD  era,  that  it  vaa  the  most  diaaa- 
trona  period  in  onr  history,  as  It  had  givea 
birUi  to  those  twin  monaCerB,  the  bank  and  an 
Tdtra  tariff.  He  considered  the  bank  and  tariff 
as  one  and  indiesolnble ;  and  held  that  the 
death  warrant  of  the  South  and  West  had  issued 
from  the  institution  when  the  circular  instmo- 
ticras  were  sent  abroad.  He  oharaoterized  the 
Board  of  Directors  as  a  oentral  power,  acting 
and  deciding  in  secret,  and  whose  deoirions  were 
(Hdy  known  by  their  disastrous  operation  on 
tiie  commonity. 
•  The  question  was  taken  on  the  enpoesment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  In 
tbe  affirmative,  as  fdlows : 

TiJlB. — Hemn.  Bell,  Buckner,  Chunben,  CUy, 
CIsytoD,  Dallas,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinshufsea,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naudain,  Fren- 
dss,  Robbins,  Robinaon,  Bilsbee,  Smith,  Spruue, 
Upton,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkioi 
—28. 

St.1t. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brawn,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  BUis,  Forsyth,  Qrandy,  Hajne,  Hill,  Katie, 
King,  Kaogum,  KarcT,  Uiller,  Jfoore,  Tauvell, 
Troop,  Tjler,  White— SO. 


UoSDAT,  Joiie  11. 
Bank^iU  Unittd  Stattt—ReOMrUr. 

The  bill  to  modify  and  contmae  the  act  to 
incorporate  Ibe  anbecribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  its  passage, 

Hi.  Web£tbb  asked  for  tiio  yeas  and  n^a 
on  this  question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Ur.  lujianu  then  spoke  briefly  in  ezpodlJon 
of  the  reasons  which  would  compel  him  to  vote 
ag^nst  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

Tbe  question  'naa  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows : 

Tiis.— ICesan.  Bell,  Buckner,  Clumbers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  DalUa,  Bwiag,  Foot,  Frelinghuysan,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  JohuMon,  Knight,  l^adain,  Foin- 
deiter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  RobiosoQ,  RoEglBS,  Sey- 
mour, ^bee,  Bmith,  Sprsgue,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Waggsmar,  Webster,  Wilkiua— 88. 

IiATB. — Hessn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Qrundy,  Hayne,  Bill,  Kane, 
Etng,  Haugum,  Harcj,  HlUer,  Uoote,  Taievell, 
Troop,  Tyler,  White— 20. 

On  bis  name  being  called, 

Ur.  Dallas  said  tW,  being  called  to  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  fdt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  make  a  brief  statement  to  the  Senate.  He 
had  been  returned  to  the  Senate  on  the  list  of 


stockbolders,  as  holding  a  part  of  the  atock  in 
the  bank.  As  soon  as  ne  found  that  this  snb- 
jeot  would  come  in  for  discnssion,  he  had  di- 
rected tbe  stock  which  he  \uAA  in  the  institu- 
tion to  lie  sold.  It  bad  been  sold,  he  had 
received  the  ainonnt  of  the  aalee,  and  had  no 
longer  aaj  interest  in  tbe  bank. 

On  bis  name  being  called, 

Mr.  SiLaBBi  sud  that  he  percrived  hie  nama 
on  tbe  list  of  stookholdera.  He  had  disposed 
of  his  stock  before  this  qaeeUon  came  before 
CongreM,  and  was  no  longer  int«r«t«d  in  \ha 
institution. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Mr.  WIB0TEB  sud  that  he  had  seen  his  name 
(m  the  list  of  the  returns ;  bnt  that  the  iuaw- 
tion  was  altogether  a  mistake  of  the  clerk  at 
the  hank  in  Philadelphia. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the 
othwHooae. 

Indiccn  ffor —  VolvntterM, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wedsttb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  oousider  the  message  of  the  Eoase  (tf 
Representatives,  oommunicating  the  amend- 
ment of  that  body,  anthorixing  tbe  Pr^ddent 
of  the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  servioa 
of  the  United  Stataa  TOlunteera,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  tbe  Northwestern  frontier,  not  to 
exceed  ton  companies. 

Mr.  Clay  withdrew  the  motitm  which  he 
had  made  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tipton  rose  to  move  some  amendments 
which  he  thought  wonld  obviate  the  diSenlty 
that  had  arisen.  He  stud  tbe  hill  now  before 
tbe  Senate,  as  amended  by  the  House,  providci 
for  raising  one  thousand  gan  men  to  protect 
the  Northwestern  frontier  against  the  ^dians. 
He  would  have  been  aatiafied  with  the  bill  as  it 
was,  fbr  he  was  anxious  to  stop  the  e&Won  of 
blood,  and  the  destmction  of  praperty,  in  the 
frontier  country.  Some  Senators  object  to  the 
number  of  roen  to  be  Taised,  some  to  their  term 
of  service,  and  others  to  the  discretionary  power 
vested  in  the  President  On  a  former  occaMon 
he  had  stated  that  five  hundred  men  were  com- 
petent to  the  service,  if  led  by  an  officer  aaited 
to  tbe  occasion.  This  was  still  his  opinion; 
but,  yielding  to  tbe  wishes  of  the  Representa- 
tive from  Ulioois,  for  whose  opinion  he  ^v[ 
great  respect,  he  had  left  the  number  blank. 
Some  Senators  have  said  to  the  fiiends  of  thia 
measure,  agree  among  yourselves,  and  we  will 
vote  with  you  for  any  sum  that  is  required. 
In  order  to  settie  this  matter,  and  procure  the 
prompt  action  of  Congress,  I  now  propoae,  sud 
Mr.  T.,  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  asking  for 
five  hundred  men,  to  serve  one  year,  to  be 
commanded  by  one  m^or  and  a  suitable  nnm- 
ber  of  platoon  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and^  consent 
of  the  Senate.  He  bad  no  fear  of  the  discre- 
tionary power  vested  in  the  A^sident.  Hi*  ' 
President  Icnew  too  well  what  was  due  to  a 
suffering  people,  and  to  hia  own  fkme,  and  he 
had  given  too  many  pledgea  of  fidelity  to  Us 
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oonntrj,  now  to  err  in  remrd  to  conducting  ui 
Indian  var.  P&sa  this  Dill  with  the  amend- 
meat,  and,  in  thirty  dajs  from  the  day  the 
Prea^ent  signs  it,  a  saffioient  force  will  be  on 
the  frontier,  and  of  that  deecriptton  of  troops 
that  will  inspire  oonGdenoe  in  our  .people,  and 
enable  them  to  return  with  their  families  to 
llieir  former  homee.  Thia  nnmber  of  men  is 
ampljrtuifficient  to  keep  peac«,  and  the' presence 
of  an  armed  fortie  is  at  all  times  nec«ssarj  to 
awe  tboee  Indians  into  sabmission. 

An  Indian  has  on  love  for  the  Amerioan  peo- 
ple. The  missions,  the  teoohers,  and  the 
preachers  sent  to  uiem,  have  not  civilized 
Utemi,  nor  will  the  long  prayers  mikde,  nor  the 
hypocritical  bands  holoen  up  in  oar  Eastern 
Cities  in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indiana,  have  inncb 
«^ect  in  warding  off  the  scalping  knives  Iroia 
onr  heads.  To  explain  Uie  canse  of  his  anxiety 
on  this  snttjeot,  Mr.  T.  read  a  letter  f^om  Major 
Brown,  dated  May  30th,  ststing  that  Genera] 
Walker,  with  four  hnndred  men,  had  gone  out. 
General  Walker,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  a  brave  and 
active  yonng  man ;  his  followers  are  united  to 
the  BCrvioe;  while  tbey  are  out,  the  frontiers 
will  be  protected.  Bnt  these  men  live  by  their 
own  induatrr,  and  cannot  remain  loi 
field,  and,  when  they  retnrn,  more  mt 
bepecpetmted. 

Those  who  have  not  lost  their  lives  hare  lost 
tbar  property,  ULd  the  opportunity  of  making 
bread  for  this  season.  Another  letter  informed 
bim  that  tliere  was  not  bread  enough 
conntry  to  serve  the  people  ten  days. 
Indian  has  strack  his  mows,  and  wiU  lie  close 
and  cimoeal  himself  until  oat  militia  retnrn 
from  their  eip«dition. 

At  the  qjprooch  of  antnmn,  when  the  set- 
tlers, driven  by  necessity,  retnm  to  recover 
their  property,  and  to  pnt  in  winter  gndn  for 
the  next  crop,  unless  we  have  an  armed  force 
there,  this  war  will  be  renewed. 

And,  sir,  said  Ur.  T.,  will  yon  then  expect 
ns  to  renew  this  sfiplication  next  year  to  Oon- 
gress  with  another  moamfnl  list  of  murders  t 
If  yoD  do,  yon  are,  perhaps,  mistaken.  Let  me 
tell  yon  what  will  be  done  I 

There  are  abont  five  thonsand  one  hundred 
Inditms  in  Indiana,  and  in  Illinois  eight  thon- 
sand six  hnndred :  we  are  neighbors,  cannot 
agree,  and  are  now  at  war.  Yon  must  separate 
OB  by  removing  these  Indians  ont  of  these 
Btales,  or  yon  may  bo  sore,  sir,  that  we  will 
exterminate  them.  From  this  war,  and  this 
danger,  the  Menomineea  and  a  part  of  the  Pot- 
tavatamiee  are  exempt.  If  yon  will  send  the 
force  which  we  want,  it  can,  if  under  jndicions 
officers,  protect  the  white  people  and  the 
friendly  Indians  until  all  the  Indian  trib«s  are 
removed  from  our  vicinity. 

Mr.  UpNDBicKS  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  had  a 
few  words  to  say,  chiefly  applicable  to  filling 
the  blank,  ^ould  the  amendment  proposed 
be  adopted.  The  bill,  as  U  originally  passed 
the  Senate,  proposed  the  moontmg  of  a  corps 


of  infiuitry  for  the  proteotion  of  our  inland 
frontier.  It  hod  no  reference  to  the  recent 
tronbleB  of  the  Northwt^t,  but  had  its  ori- 
gin in  a  belief,  entertiuaed  for  years  past, 
ttiai  this  description  of  troops  was  better  snited 
to  the  service  m  that  quarter  tliao  in&otry  on 
foot. 

This  bill  bad  been  modelled  in  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  in  direct  reference  to  the  In- 
dian war  now  raging  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Lake  Michigan,  and  proposed  as  a  snbsli- 
tnte  the  raising  of  one  thousand  sun  men,  vol- 
""'"■srs,  corps  ozonized,  or  to  be  or^nized, 
le  President  might  direct;  tocontinae  in 
service,  or  be  dismissed  from  it,  as  his  discre- 
tion might  see  fit.  The  amendments  proposed, 
said  Mr.  H.,  look  not  so  much  to  the  present 
orius,  OS  to  the  pennanent  defence  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  contemnlate  a  corps  of  mounted  rang- 
ers on  the  moael  of  those  employed  on  the 
frontier  daring  the  late  war.  This  latter  pur^ 
pose,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  approve,  and  bdieve  the 
latter  desoriptiun  of  troops  decidedly  the  best 
adapted  to  the  eerviSe,  and  the  most  efficient 
that  can  be  called  into  it,  This  was  the  testi- 
mony, he  believed,  uniformly  given  in  favor  of 
these  corps  during  that  war,  from  the  frontiera 
of  the  Ohio  to  t£e  lUssissippi  Biver.  These 
troops  were  more  active,  energetic,  more  rapid 
in  their  movements,  and  as  brave  as  any  others 
that  have  heretofore  ever  been  employed  in  the 
service.  They  were,  indeed,  citizen  soldiers, 
having  all  the  advantages  of  discipline,  and  all 
the  interests  of  the  country  concentrated  npon 
them.  It  was  bis  opinion  that  so  much  better 
were  these  corps  snited  to  the  defence  agiunst 
Indians,  that  five  hnndred  of  them  would 
be  better  than  the  <Hie  thousand  proposed 
by  the  amendment  of  the  Honse  of  Bepiesent- 

Mr.  BsHTon  stated  that  the  bill  inb^noed 
by  the  Beoator  from  Indiana  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Mi^tary  Committee,  of 
which  they  would  soon  report.  In  order  to 
gain  information  on  the  measnre  under  discus- 
Aqu  from  the  War  Deportment,  he  wonld  move 
that  the  bill,  with  the  several  amendmen^  be, 
for  the  present,  laid'on  the  table,  and  the  infor- 
mation acqnired  he  would  oommnnioate,  if  pos- 
sible, on  the  following  day. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


TuBSDAY,  June  13. 
iftu)  Tori  SMoluHoru—Tha  7br|(R 

Ur.  DouLBT  prMent«d  certain  resolnttooa 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  recommending  ooncessioiis  on  the 
snl^ectof  the  tariff  J  and  moved  to  lay  them  on 
the  table,  and  print  them. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  sud  that  these  reeolntioiu  oame 
to  the  Senate  nnder  the  anthority  of  the  most 
respect&hle  names.  They  were  represented, 
and  no  donbt  truly,  to  have  been  pwsed  at  a 
very  numeroos  aasembb^  of  dtizena,  called  bj 
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OCCSAIOD,      , 

Bnt  however  commendable  io  tbeir  spirit  and 
temper,  the  resolutiona,  he  feared,  were  too 
general  in  their  scope  and  charactCT  to  be  toI- 
nable  gnides  throngn  the  ardnons  duties  which 
la;  before  Oon^resa.  The;  recommend  a  spirit 
of  accommodation,  of  conciliation,  of  compro- 
tntse.  Now  thia  is  exactly  anch  a  apirit,  aud 
Ur.  W.,  as  we  all  profess,  ourselves,  and  as 
moat  of  ns,  in  my  opinion,  reallj  and  nacerel7 
feel.  Bnt  the  qnestion  ia  a  very  complex  one ; 
it  involrea  a  deep  and  Important  principle,  and 
it  involvea  aUo  veiy  great  dlfflcnlties  of  detail- 
If  this  most  respectable  meeting,  or  any  other, 
could  tell  ns  what  that  b  which  conld  he  given 
up,  wlthoat  min  or  extreme  il^ary  to  those 
concerned,  and  which,  if  given  np,  wonid  pro- 
duce the  Mtiafaction  ao  mnoh  to  be  desired, 
the;  would,  b;  so  doing,  render  GongreBs  a 
moat  naeM  aervioe. 

I  entlrel;  approve,  etai  Hr.  W.,  the  spirit  of 
these  reaolationa ;  I  commend  their  apirit  of 
kindness  and  conciliation ;  above  oU,  I  com- 
mend the  att«chment  manifested  by  them  to  the 


great  and   paramonnt  object   of   regard — the 

— -■  -  -•  "-- "'ites;  bnt  lamnot  qnite  willinn 

1  should  be  cberiuied  abroa^ 


that  members  of  Congress,  of  any  party, 
wanting  tn  a  proper  spirit  of  conciliation,  or 
that  what  Oowess  most  needs  is  a  spirit  of 
compromise.  For  his  own  part^  Mr.  W.  said, 
he  hardly  tailed  to  meet^  at  ever;  turn,  aome 
gentleman  who  had  a  project  for  comproraiwng 
all  our  difficnlttes.  He  tnooght  there  was  no 
want  of  projects.  In  his  opinion,  the  necessity 
of  a  st^y  system  of  policy ;  a  regular  ad- 
herence to  what  has  been  solemnly  settled ;  a 
moderate  bnt  firm  regard  to  the  stability  of 


peod ;  caution  not  to  agitate  ^eat  and  nnmer- 
ons  interenta  to  thmr  very  centre,  b;  ill  consid- 
ered, thongh  well-intended  efforts  to  alia; 
excitement  among  other  interests;  ^ese  were 
topics,  in  regard  to  which,  if  in  regard  to  an;, 
Confess  might  l>e  Ijenefited  by  friendl;  ad- 
monition. 
The  reeolntions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Thubsdat,  Jnne  14. 
Indian  Wan  in  the  2{orthiMit— Early  £^p«^ 
tMii*Sajiff»n  and  V«iimteen  the  neetu- 
f\d  Troopt. 

Mr.  TnTOH  wished  to  be  Infbrmed  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Hilitaiy 
Affyra  had  received  any  infbrmaUon  to  com- 
mnnicat«  to  the  Senate  on  the  anl^eot  of 
the  bill  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  mounted 

Mr.  Bkktoit  replied  that  he  bad  been  unable, 
in  conaeqnemie  of  the  absence  of  the  Beoretory 


«f  War,  to  obt^  the  information  he  had  de- 
Mr.  liPTOR  then  eaid,  I  eonnder  it  m<r  dnty 
to  move  the  Senate  to  take  np  thia  biD,  with 
the  amendment  made  by  theHouse.  The  qne»- 
tion  now  is,  will  Congress  vote  nsthe  means  ef 
defence  or  not?  Denial  is  better  for  ns  than 
delay.    If  yon  will  aid  ns,  do  it  immediate];; 

if  not,  say  so,  and  wo  will  d"  '     ' 

way. 

ence,  or  keep  them  peaoeable. 
make  peace,  and  to  preaerre  it,  and  to  pi 
the  Indians,  is  what  I  want  No  one  cm 
imagine  the  distress  that  an  alarm  on  the  fron- 
tier produces,  without  witnesMug  it.  Those 
who  are  at  the  point  of  attack,  flee  with  their 
ftoilies;  those  next  in  the  rear,  thongh  more 
secure,  are  not  safe.  Ko  man  can  leave  hia 
own  famil;  to  help  his  neighbor;  and  tho  con- 
sequence is,  that  they  break  np  and  desert 
their  homes,  taking  little  with  them,  and  le«T» 
their  property  to  be  pillaged  by  the  disbooeat 
whites,  aa  well  as  the  Indians. 

If  yon  will  antfaorize  the  rusing  tS  the  corps 
whi(^  I  propose,  we  can  prevent  these  alsrm^ 
give  confidence  to  the  people,  and  che^  vt 
destroy  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  Kahb,)  when 
this  bin  was  op  the  other  da;,  asked  who  knew 
that  this  nnmber,  five  hnndr^  men,  b  snfficient. 

Sir,  all  practical  men  know  that  five  hundred 
men  are  sufficient  to  march  to  any  point  be- 
tween Lake  Michigan  and  the  MusisMpin. 
The;  will  do  it,  with  or  without  authority. 

What  is  the  extent  of  the  Indian  coontry! 
I  will  tell  yon :  It  is  abont  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles  from  Chicago  to  Dixon's  ferry — 
four  short  days'  march  for  monnted  rifle  men. 
The  real  force  of  the  Black  Hawk's  follawen 


and  flfty  of  his  ovm  tribe,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Pottawatamies,  and  a  few  from  other  trib«A, 
This  force  is  not  now  dangerons,  bat  to  the 
defenceless  ftontier,  and  wul  increaae  eveij 
day  until  it  is  broken  down.  One  ener^ie 
effort  will  cmsh  it. 

To  oppose  thia  man  and  hta  force,  we  are  tM 
that,  on  the  10th  of  May,  twelve  hundred  and 
five  men  were  within  thirty  or  fort;  miles  rf 
this  banditti.  Why  did  these  men  not  march 
on,  day  and  oight,  and  attack  these  Indians,  if 
to  be  fonndt  We  are  told  thatpartof  onrmea 
are  infantry,  and  their  baggage  in  boats.  In 
these  daysofgood  tiring,  men  most  have  biggag^ 
and,  of  course,  live  at  their  ease.  I  Jg  not 
censure  them  for  this.  It  isqaite  asatisfkitoiy 
excnseinl882;  bat,  Mr,  inlTBI,  oriei4,  wbit 
wonld  have  been  said  of  sunshine  soldjent 
Let  ns  recnr,  for  a  few  momenta,  to  Saj*  locf 
gone  by. 

On  the  fiSd  of  May,  1761,  Gennal  Bcott 
crossed  the  Ohio,  at  the  month  of  the  Kea- 
tnoky,  and  marched  from  thmce  fbr  Weeoo- 
tonon,  on  the  Wabaah.    It  rained  ineeeaaiitly, 
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btit  he  prosaed  lorwifA,  through  Ka  unbroken 
and  nnkaowii  forest,  crossed  four  large  etreams, 
^e  White  Kven  and  their  tribatariea,  not  in 
boots,  bat  9wam  them  on  bis  horeee,  or  on  logs 
confined  together — rafts;  and,  on  the  Ist  dft; 
of  June,  he  snrprisad  the  Indians  at  Weeanto- 
Bon,  DOW  called  Weea,  killed  some,  and  took 
fiftj-eisht  prisoners.  This  town  is  one  handred 
and  fiit^-nve  miles  from  the  Ohio,  vhere  he 
set  ont. 

Bat  this  is  not  all.  He  vas  now  two  bnn- 
dred  and  Sfij  miles  from  Lexington,  the  settled 
part  of  Kentucky,  sorroimded  bf  the  most  nn- 
uerona  and  warlike  tribes  that  ever  inhabited 
North  America,  then  nnbroken  by  defeat,  not 
bnmbled  and  redaoed  b;  the  wars  that  hare 
aince  intervened,  and  not  dispirited  by  the 
operations  of  unr  people,  and  ferooioos  as  the 
native  Indian  is  known  to  l>e.  Bat  General 
Scott  had  neither  baggage  nor  boats  to  enonm- 
ber  him.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkinson  was 
despatched  with  three  handred  and  sixty  men 
to  cross  the  Wabaah,  a  large  river,  then  mncb 
swollen  with  nuns,  to  destroy  the  Indian 
villages  at  what  they  call  the  Eel  Kiver,  now 
Tlppocanoe. 

Colonel  Wilkinson  marched  on  foot,  crossed 
fhe  river,  sorprised  the  Indiana,  destroyed  the 
town,  and  returned  with  a  loss  of  three  men, 
wonnded,  having  marched  on  foot  thirty-six 
miles  in  twelve  days,  fought  a  battle,  and 
burned  a  town.  These  men  were  Eentackians, 
oommanded  by  a  man  that  could  walk  on  foot, 
and  swim  a  river. 

General  Scott  then  retained  to  Lexington, 
having  mordied  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
bamed  four  towns,  and  killed  many  of  the 
enemy,  taken  fifty-eight  prisoners,  and  con- 
dncted  bis  prisoners  to  Fort  Stenben,  now 
JeSersoDville. 

In  1781,  Oolonal  Wilkinson  was  ordered  bj 
General  Washington  to  destroy  the  Indian  vil- 
lages on  Eel  Biver.  They  set  oat  on  the  1st  of 
Angnst  from  Fort  Washington,  now  Cincinnati, 
-witb  five  handred  and  twenty-three  men.  Be 
manjied  two  days  north  to  make  a  feint  on  the 
Hismi  towna,  then  northwest;  and  he  tells  ns 
that,  on  the  7th  day,  he  crossed  the  Wabash 
on  the  veiy  «pot  that  he  set  ont  for,  and  next 
day  sorprisea  the  Indians  on  Eel  River,  ooe 
handred  and  eigh^  miks  from  Fort  Washing- 
ton— killed  some  of  the  Indians,  took  some,  and 
pressed  forward  to  find  the  Fottawatamie  town, 
or  Tippecanoe.  The  next  day  he  inspected  his 
Qommaod,  to  find  its  ooudltion — found  two 
handred  and  seventy  lame  horses,  and  bnt  five 
d^s'  provisions  in  eaum,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  from  Fnt  Washington,  snrronnd- 
ed  with  warlike  tribes,  but  no  ba^age,  besides 
prisoners.  He  retamed  safe,  having  performed 
a  march  of  five  handred  miles  throngh  an 
almost  nnknown  forest,  throngh  bogs,  creeks, 
and  rivers;  bnt^  sir,  in  these  days  oar  men 
forded  the  rivers,  if  they  could  be  forded  well ; 
bat  if  not,  swam  them,  without  delay,  on  their 


The  amendment  I  propoee  is,  to  aathnrize 
the  President  to  ruse,  by  enlistment,  or  by  ac- 
cepting volunteers,  five  hundred  men,  believing 
that  nnmber  to  be  suf&oient  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. But'if  Congress  will  give  nsone  thou- 
sand men,  I  am  willing  to  concede  something 
to  meet  the  views  of  other  Senators.  The 
amendment  differs  but  little  from  the  laws  of 
1812  and  1818,  anthoriziug  the  raising  of  the 
rangers.  The  President  of  that  day  allowed 
some  companies  to  elect  their  own  otBcei^  and 
the  officers  or  other  companies  were  appointed 
here,  and  they  were  directed  to  enlist  their 
men.  We  got  some  good  officers,  and  some 
not  so.  These  troops  were  efficient,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  service.  A  gentleman  now  here, 
who  was  engaged  in  this  service,  can  bear  teetir 
mony  of  their  usefuLness. 

Uessrs.  RoBiNSoH  and  Koro  o^^iosed  the  mo- 
lion,  which  was  carried — yeas  26. 

Mr.  TiPTOK  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  tbe  amendment  of  the  Hoase,  and  in- 
serting a  new  bill,  substantially  ns  follows : 

That  the  Preadent  of  tbe  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  aulhorlxed  to  raise,  either  by  the  ao- 
ceptance  of  roltinieera,  or  enlistineiit  for  one  year, 

umess  sooner  discbarged,  moanted  rangers, 

to  be  armed,  equipped,  moanted,  and  orguuzed,  in 
iueh  a  maoner,  and  to  be  under  such  regulations 
and  restrictions,  as  the  nature  of  the  service  may, 
In  bis  oiHoion,  loakG  necessary. 

file.  i.  Thu  each  of  tbe  said  conpanles  of  ran- 
gers sbaU  consist  of  one  oaplaia,  one  first,  onesec- 
ood,  aad  one  third  lieutenant,  Qre  sergeants,  five 
corporals,  and  one  hundred  privates — the  vh<ua  to 
form  a  battalion,  and  be  commanded  by  a  mqjor. 

Sic.  S.  That  the  said  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  shall  arm  Bud  equip  ihemselves,  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  bj  tbe  Preddeat,  and  pro- 
vide their  own  bones,  sod  shall  be  allowed  each 
per  day,  as  a  AiU  compensatioD  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  the  use  of  their  amu  and  horses.  The 
oommladoned  offlcers  shall  receive  the  same  emola- 
menta  as  oCBcets  of  the  same  grade  in  tiie  army  of 
tbe  Uoiied  States. 

Btc.  t.  That  tbe  oBlcen,  non-commiasioaed  of- 
ficers, and  privates,  ahull  be  entiUed  to  the  same 
proviaioD,  In  case  of  disaUlity  by  wounds  or  other- 
wise, as  is  made  for  officers,  non-commisaioned 
offlcers,  and  privates,  la  the  regular  army,  and  sub- 
ject to  all  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  so  far  as 
tbe  same  msv  be  applicable. 

6x0.  6.  That  tite  officers  diall  be  appointed 
by  tbe  Freddent,  by  and  with  the  adrioa  of  the 
Senate. 

Ur.  HantB  asked  for  a  division  of  the  qnes- 

tion,  BO  as  first  to  take  the  vote  on  striking  out 
the  amendment  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Tipton  mode  a  few  observations  in  de- 
fence of  bis  amendment,  which  he  s^d  was 
framed  in  the  exact  words  of  the  act  of  1818. 
He  oonffldered  that,  under  an  efficient  offioer, 
well  aoqnuntod  with  the  mode  of  Indian  war- 
fare, a  foroe  of  five  hundred  men  would  be  bet- 
ter than  twice  the  n  amber  nnder  the  command 
of  ineroerienced  men, 

Mr,  fiaa  referred  to  the  fOToer^sed  by  order 
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of  G«aera]  Wsahington  in  1703,  h>  aid  OeDerol, 
VftTiie  in  his  expedition  tuaiiut  Uie  ludlaos,' 
AS  Uie  moHt  efiectjve  force  vnioh  ooold  be  em- 
ployed in  HQch  aervice. 
The  question  wa«  deoided  sa  follows: 

TiAB. — UcMia.  Ben,  Benton,  Bnckiwr,  Cl>;l«n, 
BUis,  Eoing,  Foot,  FreliiiKhajrten,  Omndj',  Harne, 
Hendricks,  HO),  Holmn,  Knigbt,  Hkngnm,  Hircy, 
■lUer,  Ifoore,  Nauduo,  Foiadeiter,  P^ntin,  Bob- 
Una,  Sejmonr,  Bpnne,  Tlpbin,  TomUnKMi,  Ttmn, 
Ijkr,  WanantD,  *ebrtep-IO. 

Natb.— ilMm;  Bibb,  Chu>bar«,  Dndler,  Fon;th, 
EuM,  King,  BiriuDMO,  Buggki,  EibtMe,  TawweU, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Hbndrioes,  the  first  blank 
in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tipton  was  then 
filled  with  the  words  "  aix  hnndred,"  and  the 
aecond  with  the  words  "  one  dollar." 

Hr.  EiHo  moved  to  strike  out  the  laat  section, 
,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  by  lie 
President  and  Senate;  but,  on  on  explanation 
that  the  officers  elected  by  the  Tolunteers 
would  be  commissioned,  he  withdrew  hia  mo- 
tion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Tiptoh  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  Bmate,  and  the 
Senate  ooncorred  therein. 


TCESDAT,  AUM  10. 


Satdbdat,  June  IS. 
Land  Orant  to  3G«*ouri/Dr  Stxtd*  <utd  CanaU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BmrroN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  ^ranting  certain 
public  lands  to  the  Stat«  of  MigBonri,  for  the 
puTDoee  of  internal  improvement. 

The  smeDdment  made  in  committee  to  inMft 
the  Stat«a  of  Misusaippi  and  Louisiana,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  question  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  was  pnt,  and  carried  in  the  affinna- 

[A  little  discnsdon  took  place  dniine  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  in  which  MrTjoirNeTos, 
Mr,  Wbbbtbb,  Mr.  Wiooamah,  Mr.  Houixs,  Mr. 
FoBBYTH,  Mr.  Benton,  and  Mr.  Poinbsitbh 
took  part.  It  wart  stated  that  the  four  other 
new  States  had  received  grants  of  public  lands, 
while  the  States  included  in  the  bill  had  re- 
oeived  no  donations  either  in  money  or  lands. 
The  present  donatjon-  was  asked  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  some  improvements  of  great  Im- 
portance to  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  and 
not  exolusivelj  beneficial  to  the  States  to  which 
the  lands  were  granted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moobb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  ooDsider  the  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  Improvement 
of  the  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Oahawba,  and  Black 
Warrior  Rivers. 

There  was  some  discussion  on  this  bill,  which 
was  finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Olat,  laid  on 
the  taUe  until  Tuesday,  to  allow  time  for  ez- 


DeatK  of  Charle*  /oAfuton,  Eta^  a  rhjiiwa 
titefrem  th«  SUtte  of  FirjjiaM,       j 

Amessage  was  reoeived  frMntheH<mdi 
Bepresentalive^  by  their  Clerk,  noti^i^it, 
Senate  of  the  death  ot  Csablbs  C.  loamt,  \ 
a  member  of  that  House  from  the  Stat*  tffr ! 
ginia,  and  that  his  fiineral  would  take  fiwi  | 
the  afternoon  at  half-past  three  o'dodL       | 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ttleb,  the  Seori*  Hi 
adopted  the  following  resolution : 

lUiolvtd,  That  tho  Senate,  as  a  nnik  eT  mM 
vlU  attend  the  AinenI  of  the  Eon.  Ovami 
JomraroN,  a  member  of  Coogreai  froa  Tkp^ 
thie  day,  at  half-ptut  three  o'ck«k ;  ai<  am 
additional  mark  of  nipect,  chat  the  Saubmil* 
into  mourning,  by  wearing  erape  oa  the  M  bbi 
tbirt;  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tazxwbix,  it  ms  tha 
Ordertd,  That  vbea  the  Senate  a4<nna,l4 
Journ  to  meet  at  half-past  three  o'clock. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Taxkwxll, 
The  Senate  then  a^onnied. 

WxDNEavAT,  June  20. 
Public  Zandt—ZHMtribuiim. 

The  Senate  then  took  np  the  bill  to  ^ft 
priate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceedidii' 
pnblio  lands ;  and  the  amendments  nqwittd  If 
the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands  were  iW 

Mr,  PonmBxnn  moved  an  amendmaii,p- 
ing  600,000  acres  to  each  of  the  Stotesif  V 
eoori,  ]||sdssipt»,  and  Looi^ans;  whiek  <> 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  Glat  said:  No  snl^eot  which  hid  ^  | 
sented  itself  to  the  present  or  perhaps  «g  i» 
ceding  Congress,  was  of  greater  nu^Cadiua 
that  of  the  pnbllo  lands.  Then  was  ucctA 
indeed,  which  posseaied  a  more  eiNliigi^ 
absorbing  interest,  but  the  esdteDieiit  i> 
happily  but  temporary  in  its  nature.  I«f 
after  we  shall  oease  to  be  a^tated  by  the  Un( 
ages  aft«r  our  manufactnr^a  shall  bin  » 
quired  a  stability  and  perfeclioa  wbicb  f3 
enable  them  suooeesfnlly  to  oops  witli  <h 
mannbotures  of  any  other  ooimtiT,  the  po^ 
lands  will  remain  a  snbjeot  of  deep  tai* 
daring  interest.  In  whatever  view  we  «aM» 
plate  them,  there  is  ao  queetitm  of  sod  ^ 
importance.  As  to  theu- extent,ttMrai*piib^ 
land  enoo^b  to  found  an  empira;  aintcUii 
aeroes  the  immrasa  continent,  from  the  ill* 
tie  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  the  Golf  ofllfO" 
to  the  Northwestern  Lakes,  the  qBOititr, "' 
oording  to  (dSdal  snrveys  and  ettiwM 
amonnting  to  the  prodigious  sua  of  one  biU* 
and  eighty  miUions  of  acr«e  I  jU  to  tba  d>» 
tion  of  the  interest  r^arded  as  a  iaiim(<  I 
comfort  to  our  people,  and  of  paUio  innM  I 
daring  the  lest  year,  when  the  greaietf  (^ 
titj  was  sold  that  ever,  in  raie  year,  li*d  M* 
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aiUioos  of  nores,  prodacing  three  millions  and 
,  lulf  of  dollars.  Assnming  th&t  ^eftr  as  offord- 
Qg  tlie  gtaodard  rate  at  which  the  landa  will 
«  anniia]]7  sold,  it  would  require  three  linn- 
Ired  years  to  dispose  of  them.  Bot  the  sales 
rill  probabl;  be  scoelerated,  fh>m  iacreaeed 
N^Iation  and  other  causes.  We  ma7  sofetj, 
towerer,  anticipate  that  long,  if  not  centnries, 
fter  the  present  Aa-j,  Hie  repregentatives  of 


I  American 


loblio  lauds. 

The  nibject,  in  other  points  of 
Kiged  the  fullest  attention  "'  ~" 
tMwman.  If  there  was  any 
■ore  than  all  otfaere,  whioli  distinguished  oar 
iapp7  ooodition  f>om  that  of  the  nations  of  the 
>la  World,  it  was  the  pooeesainn  of  this  vast 
lational  property,  and  the  resonroes  which  it 
forded  to  our  people  and  onr  Qovemment. 
iJo  European  nation  {possibly  with  the  eicep- 
lonofRassia)  commanded  snch  an  ample  re- 
mirce.  With  respect  to  the  other  republics  of 
i\»  continent  we  Qsve  no  information  that  anj 
^them  hare  yet  adopted  aregnlar  system  of  pre- 
rions  SDrvey  and  snosequent  sale  of  their  wild 
luds,  in  convenient  tracts  well  defined  and 
id^ited  to  the  wants  of  all.  On  the  contrary, 
Ike  probability  is  that  they  adhere  to  tiie  rnin- 
ina  and  mad  system  of  old  Bpaio,  according  to 
rhich  large  ansnrveyed  district^  are  granted 
10  favorite  IndifidDals,  preindiolol  to  them, 
irho  often  sink  under  the  inonmbruiee,  end 
lie  In  poverty,  whilst  the  regular  current  of 
HDirration  Is  checked  and  diverted  fh>m  its 
Intimate  ohanaels. 

And  If  there  be  in  the  operations  of  this  Oov- 
snunent  one,  which,  more  than  any  other,  dis- 
ate  wisdom  and  statesmanship. 


r  heritatingly,  and  with  the 
gentlest  hand.  The  pnident  management  of  the 
puHio  lands,  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Gov- 
enunent,  will  be  more  manifeet  by  oontrastins 
n  with  tlutt  of  several  of  the  States,  which  had 
thediipoeolof  large  bodies  of  wastelands.  Vir- 
ginia possessed  an  ample  domidn  west  of  tike 
motmbuQS  and  in  the  present  State  of  Kentucky, 
Dver  and  above  her  mnnifioenl  cession  to  the 
Seneral  Government.  Pressed  for  peonniary 
means  by  the  revolntionary  war,  she  bronght 
lier  wild  lands,  during  its  progress,  into  market, 
reoeiring  payment  in  paper  money.  There 
irere  no  previous  snrreys  of  the  waste  lands — 
30  towDBhips,  no  sections,  no  official  definition 
n*  description  of  tracts.  Each  pnrchaser  made 
bis  own  location,  describing  the  land  bought  as 
le  thonght  proper.  Theoe  locations  or  de- 
Kfiptions  were  often  vagne  and  imcert^n.  The 
wnaeqneDce  was,  that  tiie  same  tract  was  not 
nfreqoently  entered  various  timee  by  different 
pnrohaaera,  so  as  to  be  literally  shingled  over 
wltb  conflicting  claims. '  The  State,  perhaps, 
kU  in  this  way  mudi  more  land  Am  It  wa« 


entitled  Xa,  but  then  It  reoeived  nothiug  In  re- 
tnm  that  was  vslnable ;  whilst  the  purchasera, 
in  consequence  of  the  clashing  and  interference 
between  their  rights,  were  exposed  to  t«diona, 
vexations,  and  ruinous  litigation. 

Kentucky  long  andseverel/snfi^red  from  this 
cause,  and  is  Jost  emerging  from  the  troublai 
brought  npon  her  by  improvident  land  legis- 
lation. Wpstem  Virginia  boa  also  snffered 
greatly,  though  not  to  the  same  extent. 

The  State  of  Georgia  had  large  bodies  of 
waste  lands,  which  she  disposed  of  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  no  doubt  to  nerself,  but  astoa- 
isbing  to  every  one  of  that  commonwealth. 
According  to  her  system,  waste  lands  are  dis- 
tributed m  lotteries  among  the  people  of  the 
State,  in  conformity  with  the  enactments  of  the 
Legi^ture.  And  when  one  district  of  conn- 
try  is  disposed  of,  as  there  are  many  who  do 
not  draw  prizes,  Uie  unsnccessf^il  csJl  out  for 
fresh  distribntioos.  These  are  made,  from  time 
to  time,  as  lands  are  acquired  from  the  Indiana ; 
and  hence  one  of  the  cacses  of  the  avidity  with 
which  the  Indian  lands  are  soagbt.  It  is  mani- 
fest that  neither  the  present  generation  nor 
posterity  can  derive  much  advantage  from  this 
mode  of  alienating  public  lands.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  should  think,  It  cannot  fail  to  engender 
specnlation  and  a  spirit  of  gambling. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  in  virtue  of  a  com- 
pact with  Virginia,  acquired  a  right  to  a  quan- 
tity of  public  lands  south  of  Green  River. 
Neglecting  to  profit  by  the  unfortunate  example 
of  Uie  parent  State,  she  did  not  order  the  coun- 
try t<i  be  surveyed  previous  to  its  being  offered 
to  pnrohasers.  Sednced  by  some  of  those  wild 
land  projects,  of  which  at  all  tiroes  there  have 
been  some  aSoat,  and  which  hitherto  the  Gen- 
eral Government  alone  has  firmly  resisted,  she 
was  tempted  to  offer  her  waste  lands  to  settler^ 
at  different  prices,  under  the  name  of  head 
rights  or  pre-emptions.  As  thelaws,  like  most 
legislation  upon  such  subjects,  were  somewhat 
loosely  woraed,  the  keen  eye  of  the  speculator 
soon  discerned  the  defects,  and  he  took  advan- 
tage of  them.  Instances  bad  occnrred  of  mas- 
ters obtuning  certificates  of  head  rights  in  the 
name  of  their  slaves,  and  thus  securing  the 
land,  in  contravention  of  the  intention  oi  the 
legislature.  Slaves  generally  have  bnt  one 
name,  being  called  Tom,  Jack,  Dick,  or  Httrnr. 
To  conceal  the  frand,  the  owner  wonld  and 
Black,  or  some  other  ccvnomination,  so  that  the 
certificate  would  read  Tom  Black,  Jack  Black, 
&c  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Hr. 
Gbusdt)  will  remember,  some  twenty  odd 
years  ago,  when  we  were  both  members  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislatore,  that  I  took  occasion  to 
Miimodvert  upon  thesefrandulent practices,  and 
observed  that,  when  the  names  came  to  bs 
alphabettad,  the  truth  would  he  told,  whatever 
might  be  the  langnsge  of  the  record ;  for  the 
alphabet  would  read  Black  Tom,  Black  Harry, 
dec  Kentucky  realized  more  in  her  treasury 
than  the  parent  Stale  hod  done,  oonslderinff 
that  eke  had  bnt  a  remnant  of  public  lands,  a 
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the  added  somewhat  to  her  popnlation.  Bnt 
they  were  for  less  avtulable  tb«n  they  would 
have  been  under  a  ajBtem  of  previoiu  enrve; 
aod  r^olBr.aeJe. 

These  observations  In  respect  to  the  course 
of  the  respectable  Btates  referred  to,  in  relation 
to  their  public  lands,  are  not  prompted  b;  an; 
unkind  feelings  towards  them,  bat  to  show  the 
aDp«riorit;  (£  the  land  ejsteni  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  ByBtein>of  the  General  Government, 
the  wisdom  ot  which,  in  some  respeota,  ia  ad- 
mitted even  b;  the  report  of  the  Land  Oom- 
tnitl^e,  the  coontrj-  gabject  to  ita  operation, 
bejond  the  Alleghany  Moontaina,  has  rapidly 
advanced  in  populatioii,  improvement,  and 
prosperity.  The  example  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
was  emphatically  relied  on  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Uanufaotures — its  million  of 
people,  ita  oanala  and  other  improvements,  its 
flourishing  towns,  its  highly  onltivated  fields,  all 
put  there  within  less  than  forty  years.  To  weak- 
en the  force  of  tbis  eiample,  the  Land  Committee 
deny  that  the  popnlation  of  that  State  is  princi- 
pally aetlled  apon  pablio  lands  derived  from 
the  General  Government.  Bnt,  Mr.  President, 
with  great  deference  to  that  committe&  I  must 
say  that  it  labors  ander  misapprebeneion. 
Three-fonrths,  if  not  foDT-fiftha,  of  the  popnla- 
tion of  that  State  are  settled  npon  pnbDc  lands 
pnrohaeed  from  the  United  States,  and  they 
sr^  the  moat  floarishins  parte  of  the  State. 
For  the  oorrectneas  of  t^is  statement  I  iq>peal 
to  my  Mend  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewmo)  near  me. 
He  blows,  as  well  as  I  do.  that  the  rich  valleys 
of  the  Miami  of  Ohio,  and  the  Maumee  of  the 
Lake,  the  Scioto,  and  the  Mnskingniii,  are  prin- 
cipally settled  by  persons  deriving  titles  to  their 
lands  from  the  United  States. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  one  of  the  great- 
est advantKcs  which  these  pnblio  lands  in  the 
West,  and  Uiis  system  of  selling  tham,  afford, 
ia  the  resoarce  which  they  present  against  pres- 
snre  and  want,  in  other  parte  of  the  Union,  from 
the  vocations  of  society  being  too  closely  filled, 
and  too  mnch  crowded.  They  constantly  tend 
to  Hiatain  the  priceof  labor,  by  the  opportunity 
which  they  offer  of  the  acquisition  of  fertile 
land  at  a  moderate  price,  ana  the  oonsequent 
temptation  to  emigrate  from  those  parts  of  the 
Union  where  labor  may  be  badly  rewarded. 
The  proETeas  of  settlement,  and  Uie  improve- 
ment m  me  fortnnea  and  condition  of  individnals, 
under  the  operation  of  this  beneficent  system, 
are  as  simple  as  tiiey  are  manifeat.  Pioneers 
of  a  more  adventnrona  character,  advancing 
before  the  tide  of  emigration,  penetrate  into 
the  nninbabited  regions  of  the  West  They 
apply  the  aie  to  the  forest,  which  falls  before 
them,  or  the  plough  to  the  prairi^  deeply  sink- 
ing its  abare  in  the  unbroken  wild  passes  in 
which  it  aboonds.  They  build  homes,  plant 
orchards,  enclose  fields,  cultivate  tihe  earth,  and 
rear  np  families  around  them.  Meantime,  the 
tide  of  emigration  flows  upon  them,  their  im- 
proved farms  rise  in  value,  a  demand  for  them 
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takes  place,  they  sell  to  tbe  new  ootneav  at  a 
great  advance,  and  proceed  farther  west,  with 
ample  means  to  purchase  frcHU  Oovemmeaitt  at 
reaeonable  prices,  mffldletit  Und  for  all  0»  mem- 
bers of  their  fiuiuliea.  Another  and  aaothv 
tide  ancoeeda  tbe  first,  pttshing  on  westwirdlj 
the  previous  settlers,  who,  in  Uicir  turn,  a^ 
ont  their  farma,  eonatanlly  anirniMiting  in  pritt, 
until  they  arrive  at  a  fixed  aod  stationary  vafaiie. 
In  this  way,  thonsanda  and  t«nB  of  thonaauds 
are  duly  improving  th«r  circumstancea,  and 
bettering  their  condition.  I  have  often  vit- 
nessed  this  gratifying  pn^ress.  On  the  asms 
form,  yon  may  somebmes  behold,  standinit  to- 
gether, the  first  rude  cabin  of  ronnd  ana  on- 
Eewn  li^a,  and  wooden  chimney^  the  bewn 
log  house,  ohineked  and  shinned,  with  Btona 
or  brick  chimneys'  and,  laatly,  the  eomforta- 
ble  brick  or  etonedwelling;  each  denotiDg  the 
different  occupants  of  the  farm,  or  the  aevoal 
stages  of  the  condition  of  the  same  ooeapaaL 
What  other  nation  can  boaat  of  such  an  outlet 
for  its  increasing  population,  such  boontUnl 
means  of  promoting  their  prosperity,  and  so- 
curing  their  independence! 

To  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
especially  to  the  existing  system  by  which  tfaey 
are  distributed  with  ao  maoh  regularity  and 
equity,  are  we  indebted  for  these  signal  bencfita 
in  our  national  condition.  And  every  eonai^ 
eration  of  doty  to  ourselves  and  to  post«i^ 
enjoins  that  we  shall  abataln  from  the  adoptien 
of  any  wild  project  tbat  would  cast  away  thk 
vast  national  property,  held  by  the  General 
Government  in  sacred  trust  for  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  forbids  that  wa 
shonld  rashly  touch  a  system  which  has  bean 
BO  Buoceesfully  tested  by  experience. 

It  has  been  only  within  a  few  years  that  nat- 
less  men  haTC  thrown  before  the  public  tbeir 
visionan' plans  for  squandering  the  public  do- 
main. With  the  existing  laws,  the  great  State 
of  the  West  is  satisfied  and  contented.  81m 
has  felt  their  benefit,  and  zrown  great  and  pow- 
erful under  their  sway.  Sneknowsandle^^ea 
to  the  liberality  of  the  General  Government  in 
the  administration  of  the  public  londa,  extended 
alike  to  her  and  to  the  other  new  Statee. 
There  are  no  petitions  from,  no  movements  in, 
Ohio,  proposing  vital  and  radical  changes  in 
the  system.  During  the  long  period,  in  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate,  Uiat 
her  upright  uid  unambitions  dtixeu,  tbe  firat 
Kepresentative  of  that  State,  and  aflcrwarda  ao^ 
cessively  Senator  and  Governor,  presided  over 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  we  heard  <tf 
none  of  these  chimerical  schemes.  All  went 
on  smoothly,  and  ijuietiy,  and  safely.  No  man, 
in  the  sphere  withm  which  he  acted,  ever  com- 
manded or  deserved  the  implicit  confidence  of 
Congress  more  than  Jeremit^  Morrow.  There 
existed  a  pwfeot  persuasion  of  hia  entire  impar- 
tiality and  justice  between  the  old  States  and 
the  new.  A  fe\r  artless  but  sensible  words, 
pronounced  in  his  pluu  Scotch  Irish  dialect 
were  always  soffident  to  ensure  tbe  pwnge  of 
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aaj  bill  or  rMolalioii  wbioh  he  reported.  For 
&b<Hit  twNitj-fiTe  years,  there  woa  no  ewential 
ohange  in  this  ey BUm ;  and  that  which  vas  at 
last  made,  Tarjing  the  prioe  of  the  pablio  laadB 
from  tivo  doUan,  at  which  it  had  all  that  time 
remained,  to  o&e  ddlar  and  a  quarter,  at  nhioh 
it  lias  been  fixed  (odj  sbont  tea  or  twelve  jears, 
was  foaoded  mainly  on  thq  aonaideration  of 
abcdisbjsg  the  preriona  oredlta. 

AaBimuDg  the  daplication  of  our  population 
in  tanna  of  twentj-nre  years,  the  demand  for 
w*9te  land,  at  the  end  of  every  term,  will  at 
least  be  double  what  it  was  at  the  oommenoe- 
EMnt.  Bnt  the  ratio  of  the  inoreased  demand 
will  l>e  mnoh  gre«ter  than  the  increase  of  the 
whole  population  of  th^UnitAd  States,  beoaose 
the  Western  States  neJfest  to  or  inclnding  the 
public  lands  popnlate  much  more  rapidly  than 
other  parts  of  the  Union ;  end  it  will  be  from 
them  that  the  greatest  onrrent  of  emigration 
will  fiow.  At  this  moment  Ohio,  EeDtaoky, 
and  Tennessee  are  the  most  migratiiig  States  in 
the  Union. 

To  iopply  this  coDitaolh^  aogmenUng  de- 
mand the  policy  which  has  hitherto  character- 
ized the  General  OoTsmment,  has  been  highly 
liberal  both  towards  incUvidoals  and  the  new 


tioD  adapted  to  tlie  wants  of  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  are  brought  into  the  market  at  moder- 
ate prioei,  UieOoTemment  having  snstained  all 
the  e^^nse  of  the  original  purehaae,  and  of 
Burreying,  marking,  and  dividing  the  land.  Fm- 
fifty  dollars,  any  poor  man  may  parchase  forty 
acres  of  first  rate  land ;  and,  for  leas  than  the 
wages  of  one  year's  laI>or,  he  may  buy  tagbtj 
acres.  To  the  new  States,  also,  has  die  Gov- 
wnment  been  liberal  and  generons  in  the  grants 
for  soboola  and  for  internal  improvements,  aa 
well  as  in  reddoins  the  debt  contracted  for  the 
pnrtihase  of  lands  by  the  dtisens  of  those  States 
who  were  tempted,  in  a  spirit  of  inordipate 
specalation,  to  pnrohase  too  mnch  or  at  too 
highprioes. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  to  say  some- 
thing in  re^ieot  to  the  partioolar  plan  brought 
forward  by  the  Oomraittee  on  Mannfactnres 
for  a  temporary  appropriation  of  the  prooeeds 
ot  the  sales  of  the  poblic  lands. 

The  committee  saw  that  this  Amd  is  not 
wanted  by  the  General  Government ;  that  the 


Uiat  the  General  Gkivemment  is  absoiately  em- 
barraseed  in  providing  aaainst  aa  enorpions  sor- 
idna  in  the  Treasury.  Whilst  this  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  Federal  Government,  the  States 
are  in  wont  o^  and  can  most  benefii^ally  nse, 
that  very  nirplas  with  which  we  do  not  Icnow 
what  to  do.  The  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
enunent  are  limited;  those  of  the  Statee  are 
ample.  If  those  limited  powers  authorized  an 
application  of  the  fund  to  some  objects,  perhaps 
there  are  others  of  more  importmoe,  to  which 
the  powers  of  the  States  would  be  more  oom- 


petrat,  or  to  which  they  may  apply  a  more 
provident  care. 

Bat  the  Qoverament  of  the  whole  and  of  the 
parts,  at  lost,  is  bnt  one  Government  of  the 
same  people.  In  form,  they  are  two ;  in  sub- 
stance, one.  They  both  stuid  under  the  same 
sol^nn  obligation  to  promote,  by  all  the  pow- 
ers with  which  they  are  respectively  intrusted, 
the  happiness  of  the  people;  and  the  people, 
in  their  tiuHj  owe  respect  and  sllegianoe  to 
both.  Maintaining  these  relations,  there  ^onld 
be  motoal  assistance  to  each  other  afforded  by 
these  two  systems.  When  the  States  are  fall' 
handed,  and  the  cofiers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment are  empty,  the  States  should  come  to  the 
relief  of  the  Qmeral  Government,  as  many  of 
them  did,  most  promptly  and  patriotically, 
daring  the  late  war.  When  the  conditions  of 
the  parties  are  reversed,  as  is  now  the  case,  the 
States  wanting  what  is  almost  a  bnrden  to  the 
General  Government,  the  dnty  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  States. 

They  were  views  like  these  which  indnoed  a 
majority  of  the  committee  to  propose  the  plan 
of  distribation  oontained  in  the  bill  now  onder 
oonmderatdon.  For  one,  however,  I  will  again 
repeat  the  declaration^  which  I  mode  early  in 
the  session,  that  I  unite  oordially  with  those 
who  condemn  the  application  of  any  prindple  of 
distribution  among  the  several  States,  to  surplus 
revenue  derived  from  taxation.  I  tliink  in- 
come derived  from  taxation  stands  upon  gronnd 
totally  distinct  &om  that  which  is  received  from 
the  public  lands.  OoDgress  can  prevent  the 
acoomulation,  at  least,  for  any  oonsiderable 
time,  of  reveaae  &om  duties,  by  suitable  l^is- 
latioQ,  lowering  or  augmenting  the  imposts; 
but  it  cannot  stop  the  sales  of  ^e  public  lauds, 
without  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  and  intoler- 
able power.  The  powers  of  Congress  over  the 
public  lands  are  broader  and  more  oomprehen- 


This  brings  me  to  consider,  Ist,  the  power  of 
Oongresa  to  make  the  distribution.  By  the 
second  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  constitution.  Congress  "have  power 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needfnl  ndes  and 
rf^olations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  of  the  United  States."  The  power  of 
disposition  is  plenary,  nnrestrained,  unqnalified. 
It  is  not  limited  to  a  specified  object  or  to  a  de- 
fined purpose,  but  left  applicable  to  any  olneot 
or  purpose  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  ■ 
deem  fit,  acting  under  ita  high  responfflbility. 

The  Government  purchwed  Louisiana  and 
Florida.  May  it  not  apply  the  proceeds  of  lands 
within  those  countries  to  any  object  which  the 
good  of  the  Union  may  seem  to  indicate!  If 
there  be  a  restrunt  in  the  oonstitntion,  where 
is  it — what  is  it) 

The  nniform  practice  of  the  Government  has 
cfHiformed  to  the  idea  of  its  possessing  foil 
powers  over  the  pablio  lands.  They  have  been 
freely  granted,  from  time  to  tim^  to  commooiUes 
and  individoals,  for  a  great  variety  of  purpoaea. 


To  States  for  ednoatioD,  interaal  improyement, 
pablic  buildings;  to  corporations  for  edncAtion ; 
to  the  deaf  and  dumb ;  to  tbe  cnltivatora  of  tbe 
olive  and  tbe  vine ;  topre-empdoners;  to  Gen- 
eral Lafa;ette,  &c. 

The  deeds  from  the  ceding  States,  far  from 
opposing,  fnllj  warrant  the  diatrlbntien.  That 
of  Vii^ima  ceded  tbe  land  as  "acommoD  fund 
for  tbe  nse  and  benefit  of  each  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become,  or  Bball  beoome,  mem- 
bers of  the  oonfedaration  or  federal  alliance  of 
the  said  States,  Vir^nia  incloBiva."  The  ces- 
sion was  for  tbe  benefit  of  all  the  States.  It 
maj  be  argaed  that  tbe  ftind  mnst  be  retdned 
in  Uie  common  Treasarj,  and  thence  paid  out. 
But,  b;  the  bill  reported,  it  will  come  into 
the  oommon  Treasnry;  and  then  the  ques- 
tion how  fhall  it  be  sabseqnentl;  applied  for 
the  nse  and  benefit  of  such  of  tbe  Unit«d  States 
as  compose  tbe  confederacy,  is  one  of  modiu 
only.  Whether  the  mone;  is  disbnrsed  bj  the 
General  QoTernment  directly,  or  is  paid  out, 
DpoQ  some  equal  and  inst  principle,  to  the 
States,  to  be  alsbursed  oj  them,  cannot  aSeot 
the  right  of  distribution.  If  the  GeDoral  Oot- 
emment  retained  the  power  of  ultimate  dis- 
bursement, it  oonld  eieonte  it  only  by  suitable 
agents;  and  what  agency  is  more  suitable  than 
that  of  the  States  tbemseWest  If  the  SUt«s 
expend  tbe  money,  as  the  bill  contemplates, 
the  expenditure  will,  in  effect,  be  a  disburse- 
ment for  tbe  benefit  of  the  whole,  althongh  the 
several  States  are  tbe  organs  of  the  eipenditnre; 
for  tbe  whole  and  all  the  parta  are  identical. 
And  whatever  redounds  to  the  benefit  of  all  the 
parts,  neoeeaarily  contributes,  in  tbe  same 
measure,  to  tbe  benefit  of  the  whole.  The 
great  question  should  be,  is  the  distribution  upon 
equal  aud  Just  principles?  And  this  brings  me 
to  consider, 

2d.  The  terms  of  the  distribution  proposed 
by  tbe  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Uanufactnres. 
The  bill  proposes  a  division  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sates  of  the  public  lands  among  the  sev- 
eral States  composing  the  Union,  according  to 
their  federal  representative  population,  as  as- 
certained by  the  last  census ;  and  it  provides 
fbr  new  States  that  may  berealter  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  The  basis  of  tbe  distribution, 
therefore,  is  derived  from  the  constitution  it- 
self, which  has  adopted  the  same  rule,  in  re- 
spect to  representation  and  direct  taxes.  None 
could  be  more  jost  and  equitable. 
'  But  it  has  been  contended,  in  the  land  report, 
that  tbe  revolutionary  States,  which  did  not 
cede  their  public  lands,  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  come  into  tbe -distribution.  This  objection 
does  not  apply  to  the  purchases  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  because  the  consideration  for  them 
was  paid  ont  of  the  common  Treasury,  and  was 
consequently  contributed  by  all  the  States. 
Nor  has  the  objection  any  just  foundation,  when 
applied  to  the  public  lands  derived  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  other  ceding  States;  because,  by 
the  terms  of  the  deeds,  the  cessions  were  made 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  tbe  States. 


ABSIDGUENT  OP  THE 
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ceding  States  having  made  no  eioeptioa  at  taj 
State,  what  right  has  the  General  GovenuDest 
to  interpolate  m  tbe  deeds,  and  now  crealea 
~  iceptionl      The    General    GovemuHnt  i>  i 

ere  trustee,  holding  the  domain  in  oitu  d 
those  deeds,  according  to  the  terms  and  eaA 
Uons  which  they  expressly  deacribe;  and^B 
bound  to  execnte  the  trust  aooordin^.  Bit 
how  is  tbe  fund  produced  by  the  pnelloliidi 
now  expended!  It  comes  into,  toe  cobuhi 
Treasury,  and  is  disbursed  for  tbe  comDW 
benefit,  without  exception  of  any  State.  Ibi 
bill  only  proposes  to  eubstitnto  to  that  otya^ 
now  no  longer  necessary,  another  and  man 
nseful  common  object.  The  general  a}flicUM 
of  tbe  fund  will  oontiiuu  under  tbe  t^entis 
of  the  bill,  although  %e  particular  porpoM 
msT  be  varied. 

The  equity  of  tbe  proposed  distribntiMi,  M 
it  respecta  the  two  clames  of  States,  the  <M  mi 
the  new,  must  be  manifest  to  tbe  Sedate.  Il 
proposes  to  assign  to  the  new  States  iMtda 
the  five  per  cent,  stipulated  for  in  ti«r  wrenl 
compacts  with  the  General  Governmeiit,  tin 
further  sum  of  ten  per  cent,  span  tbe  net  pro- 
ceeds. Assuming  uie  proceeds  of  the  )s>t  jtv, 
amounting  to  $3,GS6,13T,94,  as  tbe  bsMsoftbi 
oalculation,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  paper  vUA 
shows  tbe  sum  that  each  of  tbe  seven  1*^ 
States  would  receive.  They  have  complsaf* 
of  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  fi^ 
lands  sold  by  the  General  Government  for  »™ 
years  after  the  sale.  If  that  exemption  did  M*  | 
exist,  and  they  were  to  exercise  the  po*M  m 
taxing  those  lands,  as  tbe  average  incnw  ^ 
their  population  is  only  eigbtanahalf  p«r«ut 
per  annum,  the  additional  revenue  which  IMI 
would  riuae  would  be  only  dght  and  a  half  P*  ' 
cent,  per  annum;  thatisto  Bay,aStateDD«a>^ 
iecting  a  revenue  of  tlOO.OOO  per  annum  «"« 
collect  only  $108,500,  if  it  were  to  tax  to" 
recently  sold.  But,  by  the  bill  under  oonnM* 
tion,  each  of  tbe  seven  new  States  wiU  aoDaW 
receive,  as  its  distribntive  share,  more  thu  Is* 
whole  amount  of  its  annual  rerenack 

HoNSAT,  June  9fi. 
JHteriminatitif  Dutie*  viith  Sf-ti^ 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  P*^^ 
of  the  United  States,  commnn 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  Statej  o 


__  ihe  iDbjeriffl 
the  abolition  of  the  discrinmiating  ^"^"1^ 
existing  on  Spanish  vesae^  The  report"" 
read.  It  stated  that  deepatches  b«d  IwM  w- 
ceived  from  our  Minister  m  Spain,  8""?*T!, 
an  order  had  been  issued  by  tie  SpaQiso^ 
emment  abolishing  tbe  ducrimiaating  ti<|^ 
on  American  vessels,  on  condition  th»» »  *™j 
lar  abolition  should  be  made  by  th*  ^'^ 
States.  ._- 

Mr.  Olat,  eX  whose  inttanoe  tl'O'^ll^ 
read,  said  he  had  foood^  aa  he  feared,  ™*  ^^ 
measure  did  not  extend  to  Ouba,ortM0w- 
islands  of  Spain.  Aa  the  snlgect  w«  *~^^ 
be  referred,  and  as,  in  relation  to  CnMi  »■■" 
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ha  Mitire  oarTTiDg  trade  was  confined  to  Spain, 
le  htqMd  the  Attention  of  the  oomiiiitt«e  woold 
te  diraoted  to  that  point.  He  wu  aware  tbat 
ha  Saoretarr  rtatea  in  his  report  that  negotia- 
Imu  trere  goiiig  on ;  bat  he  thought  that  a 
Deaonre  of  this  kind  might  be  put  into  the 
lands  of  the  Gxeontive.  toBtrengtheothe  pend- 
ng  negotialjop  on  tne  part  of  the  United 
taatea.  Borne  cootingent  provision  u  to  the 
wrryltig  trade  with  Onba,  and  the  other  Span- 
ah  poeaeHione,  plaeed  in  the  hands  of  oar  Min- 
at«r  in  ^ain,  oonld  not  but  be  favorable  to 
ibo  object  which  he  had  in  view.  If  no 
nmedy  ahonld  ehortlf  be  applied,  Spain  would 
loOD  monopoliEe  the  whole  oi  the  carrjing  trade 
batween  the  United  States  and  Oaba  and  the 
Mher  Spanish  islands 

The  Meaaage  was  referred  to  the  Oommittae 
SB  finance. 

'  Statu*  of  WathmgUm. 
The  Ben^  on  motion  of  Ur.  Robbito,  took 
nt>  ft>r  consideration  tbe  joint  resolntion,  (as 
amended  by  tbe  Oommittee  on  tbe  Librsrj,} 
aBtborinng  the  President  to  contract  for  a  full- 
length  pedeatrian  statne,  in  marble,  of  General 
Taahlngton,  to  be  placed  in  the  rotondo,  with 
an  appropriation  of  $6,000. 

Mr.  FoBaiTH  inquired  the  ot^eot  of  tbia  ap- 
^ropriotioa ;  if  it  were  contemplated  as  mffi- 
dent  for  the  pmposa. 

As  giving  a  fttU  view  of  the  anbject,  Hr. 
PotHDixiKB  requested  the  report  of  the  Li- 
brarj  OommittM  to  be  read.  It  detuled  the 
prooeedingB  hod  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tjvea,  where  the  resolution  had  originally  been 
adopted,  aa^oriiing  the  emplojraent  of  Ur. 
Greenoi^Ii,  tbe  American  artist,  to  execute  the 
work ;  and  contained  a  -copj  of  a  letter  from 
Qie  Department  of  State,  iaforming  Mr.  Qreen- 
ongfa,  now  in  Italy,  thereof^  with  instractions 
respecting  the  same ;  the  head  to  be  modelled 
after  that  of  Hoodon's  statne,  the  rest  of  the 
ovtlinea  to  be  left  to  tbe  artist  s  own  taste,  &c. 
Mr.  MiLLKS  otjeetad  to  moh  approi^ationa, 
where  the  speoiflo  sum  required  was  not  known. 
In  this  mode  yearly  sod  indefinite  grants  would 
be  ciUed  for  to  cover  the  cost  till  completed, 
and  it  was  hard  to  say  where  it  might  end. 

Mr.  Ol41  sud  that  he  strongly  hoped  the 
reacdittion  would  be  allowed  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  Of  the  many  illaatrious 
■nsD  to  whom  their  country  owed  a  debt  of 
grMitode,  WaBhinstm  was  tbe  only  one  to 
^tom  he  would  wink  it  prudent  to  pay  the 
■  honuy  now  contemplated.  An  image-r-a  tes- 
nmonial  of  this  great  man,  the  father  of  his 
toontry,  should  exist  tn  every  part  of  the 
Union,  as  a  memorial  of  his  patriotism,  and  of 
»e  services  rendered  his  ooantry ;  bnt  of  e}l 
places,  it  was  require^  in  this  capitol— the  oen- 
^  of  the  noioD-— the  offspring,  the  creation,  of 
ta  mind  and  tS  his  labors,  in  appropriation 
rar  this  bdlvidoal  poipoee,  at  another  period 
« the  session,  had  been  introduced  in  the  gen- 
ml  nuasure,  and  was  afterwards  atmok  out, 
V«kXL-sa 


on  the  understanding  of  being  brought  forward 
in  the  present  mode.  Bat,  even  since  that 
time,  the^  bad  an  additional  motive  for  thb  act 
Application  for  the  remains  of  thLi  great  man 
had  been  made  by  the  repraseutatires  of  tJie 
nation,  to  kestow  on  them  a  national  tribnto  of 
honor;  and  this  application  had  met  with  a  re- 
ftisol.  The  death  of  the  proprietor  of  the  spot 
where  those  remains  rested,  hod  but  Just  taken 

Siloca  \  and  into  whose  bands  they  shoold  now 
all — into  the  poesesdon  of  a  fHend  or  stranger, 
in  the  event  of  a  sale  of  the  property  or  other- 
wise, it  was  impossible  to  conjectare ;  bat  snch 
being  tbe  casnalties  to  which  they  were  liable, 
it  behooved  them  (tbe  Congress  of  tbe  United 
States)  the  more  to  adopt  means  to  seoare  a 
representative  of  those  relics,  that  might  endure 
for  future  ages.  The  reeolntion  had  his  hearty 
conoarrence,  and  he  h(^)ed  it  woald  pass  with- 
out objection. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  engrossing  for 
a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  .nays  were  or- 
dered, on  tbe  call  of  Mr.  HAtNE,  and  were  as 
followl : 


Tlia— Meisn.  Bell,  Benton,  Chsmben,  Clay, 
Claytan,  Dallu,  Dudley,  Ewiug^  Foot,  Fralinghuyien, 
Grundy,  Holmes,  Johnalon,  Kane,  Knigbl,  Marc^, 


Hoore,  Nsod^  Prentisi,  Poiadexlcr,  Robbins, 
Bugglea,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Spngue,  Tipton,  Tam- 
Unson,  Webster,  Williins— 30. 

KiTS,.^Measn.  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson,  HsyA, 
mil.  Hitler,  Tuewell,  Troup,  Tf  )«r.  White— 10. 

'WaDSESDAT,  June  27. 
Priitiltget  nftk»  SenaMi  Offiewt. 
Mr.  Houres  offered  the  following  resolotjon: 
Betolved,  That  the  asdstant  doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  be  permitted  to  attend  as  a  witness  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Bepiesentatives,  agree- 
ably to  tiis  SI 


pressed  hishellef  that  the  doorkeeper  could 
render  obedience  to  the  enmmona,  which  was 
signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  bore  the 
seal  of  the  House,  without  the  consent  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Mr.  QstniDT  bad  some  doubts  whether  the 
resolution  was  justified  by  any  thing  in  tbe 
histoi?  of  Congress ;  and  asked  if  tbe  Senator 
from  Maine  had  looked  into  the  joomals  to  In- 
form himself  whether  it  bad  been  the  practice 
to  place  the  doorkeeper  on  the  same  footing 
with  a  Senator. 

Mr.  HoLMBs,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  reeoln- 
IJon  conformed  to  the  practice  of  thd  British 
Parliament;  and  that  it  was  juaUfled  by  the 
reason  of  the  thing,  as  the  services  of  the  door- 
keeper were  as  necessary  to  the  Senate  as  those 
of  any  of  the  Senators. 

Mr.  Cl&y  differed  from  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  Senator  from  MiJne.  He 
did  not  concur  in  the  Idea  that  the  oonstitn- 


that  body.     As  to  the  British  Parliament,  it 


was  well  known  tLat  thej  hod  Bimilsr  mtea  on 
the  BiU^ect  of  privilege,  and  laws  of  their  own, 
which  oonld  bave  uo  reference  to  Congreaa. 
The  onlj  thing  of  any  conseqaenoe,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was,  that  the  Senate  should  have  a  knowl- 
edge that  the  doorkeeper  was  in  perfcrmanoe  of 
his  dut;,  in  attendance  on  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
aentatives,  and  was  not  wilfltllr  neglecting  any 
of  his  duties  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had 
now  that  knowledge^  and  he  moved  ti>  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  t^ble,  bnt  withdrew  it  for  a 
moment;  and 

Hr.  Foot  stated  that  if  the  officer  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  not  subject  to  be  taken  from  liia  dutj 
hj  the  process  of  any  court,  so  neither  could 
he  by  any  process  of  the  other  House. 

llr.  Fbeukqbcthn  stated,  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
other  House  that  the  doorkeeper  was  only're- 
qtiired  to  attend  dniing  the  reoeaa  of  the  Sen- 


Uavghter  of  T.  J^ervm. 

Ur,  FomsEzTZB  moved  that  the  Senate  take 
Dp  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Martha  Randolph, 
danghter  of  Thomas  JeffersMi,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion,  whioh  were 
ordered ;  and,  being  taken,  were  as  follows  .* 

Yeah. — Hemn.  Benton,  Chsmbera,  CUj,  IHefcer- 
■on,  Dudley,  HeodrickB,  Holmes,  Foindexter,  Kob- 
bins,  BobEnson,  Seymour,  Smith,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkina— IB. 

If  ATS.— Ueasn.  Bell,  Bibb,  Bromi,  DallM,  Mis, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelingbnyseo,  &imdy, 
Bajne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Uangum,  Uarcy, 
Hiller,  Nandaiii,  Prentiss,  Buggies,  Taxeoell,  Ty- 
ler—28. 

TsussDAT,  Jane  39. 
Dan  ^ -Bitmiliatum. 


atives  of  the  United  States  of  America  jn  Congress 
assembled,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
watt  on  the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  and 
request  that  he  recommend  a  day,  to  be  demgnated 
by  him,  of  publio  hamihatiOQ,  pmjer,  and  £sting, 
to  be  observed  by  tbe  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religious  solemnity,  sni]  with  ferreat  suppllca- 
tious  to  Almighty  God  that  He  irill  be  graelously 
pleased  to  condnue  His  blessings  upon  our  country, 
and  tliat  He  nill  avert  from  it  the  Asiatic  scourge 
wbich  bss  reached  our  borders;  or  if,  in  tliediepeo- 
Mttions  of  His  providence,  we  are  not  to  be  exempted 
from  the  calamity,  that,  through  Bis  bountiful 
mercy,  its  severity  may  be  minted,  snd  its  dura- 
tion shortened. 

Ur.  Tazbwbll  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  resolntloD ;  which  were  ordered. 

Aflier  Ur.  T.  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  had  remarked  that  he  would  not  say  one 
word  on  the  suhjeo^ 
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Hr.  O1.1.T  rose,  and  observed  that  be  bad 
only  one  word  to  eipraea.  The  resolutioa  had 
not  beea.  eubmitted  witbont  consoltation  wi& 
members  of  tbe  Senate,  whose  opinion  waa 
entitled  to  more  respect  than  his  own.  It  w«^ 
indeed,  first  suggested  to  him  by  a  revovod 
member  of  tbe  clergy,  and,  after  deliberata 
conuderation,  be  (Ur.  C.)  though  tbe  occwon 
fit  for  the  reoommendatiou  of  the  rcJigioos  oer- 
emony  which  the  resolntion  contempUt«d.  It 
was  the  praolice  of  all  Christian  natuNU,  in  ' 
seasons  of  general  and  great  calamity,  to  im- 
plore Bivine  mercy.  Gf  all  the  pe^eatial 
scourges  which  had  afflicted  onr  raoe^  the 
Asiatio  cholera,  in  some  of  its  oharactaruti^ 
was  the  most  remarkably.  Its  range  of  opera- 
tion bad  been  more  extensive  than  perhspa  aoy 
other  known  or  recorded,  the  smallpox  except- 
ed. It  hod  broken  out  in  Am,  and,  after  deso- 
lating some  of  its  &ireet  portions,  peoetrated 
the  northern  part  of  Europe,  and,  sweeping 
over  a  great  part  of  that  oootinent,  reached  the 
British  cbanneL  It  passed  over  the  British 
isles,  where  it  raged  bat  with  mitigated  aevo^ 
ity.  We  had  hoped — vainly,  it  aeema,  bofwd 
— that  the  wide  expanse  of  the  Atlaotio  Ocean 
would  have  been  a  prol«otiDg  barrier  against 
its  ravages,  in  onr  far  distant  land.  But  it  has 
been  introduoed  into  America;  and,  if  it  has 
not  actually  entered  oar  territory,  it  now  hangi 
on  our  borders  in  its  most  frightful  form. 

The  progress  of  the  extraordinary  scourge  is 
sometimes  marked  by  apparent  caprice.  It 
will  approach  a  city  or  district  of  conatry,  re- 
connoitring it,  as  it  were,  with  a  military  eye^ 
suddenly  ny  off  to  a  distance,  leaving  the  in- 
habitants r^oidng  in  their  eaoape,  and  it  wiQ 
then  unexpectedly  return,  and  pnrsne  ita  work 
of  death.  It  attacks,  too,  its  victims  in  various 
wi^s,  despatclung  some  in  a  few  honrsr  whil^ 
in  regard  to  others,  their  exonitiating  torturta 
are  prolonged  a  mncb  great«r  length  of  tim& 
Hitherto,  the  skill  of  medical  science,  liberal 
and  enlightened  as  it  now  ia,  has  been  alto- 
gether incompetent  to  provide  a  sore  and  effec- 
tive remedy. 

A  aiagle  word,  Ur.  President,  aa  to  mjmiL 
I  am  a  member  of  no  religions  sect.  I  am  not 
a  profesaor  of  reli^on.  I  regret  tliat  I  am  not. 
I  wish  that  I  was,  and  I  trust  I  shall  be.  But 
I  have,  and  always  have  had,  a  profbnnd  >«. 
spect  for  Christianity,  the  religion  of  my  b- 
t&era,  and  for  its  rites,  ita  nssges^and  its  obMrv- 
aooes.  Amon^  these,  that  whioh  is  propoaed 
in  the  resolntion  before  you  has  always  com- 
manded the  respect  of  the  good  and  devout; 
and  I  hope  it  will  ohtun  tbe  oonourreDee  d 
the  Senate. 

Ur.  Frbunohctbkh'  sud,  as  it  wai  to  be  in- 
fajred,  from  the  call  jnst  made  for  the  yeaa  and 
naye,  that  this  resolution  pould  be  opposed,  he 
begged  leave  to  refer  the  attention  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate more  partiodarly  to  the  example  of  tbe 
Congress  in  1813.  A  day  of  humiliation,  bst- 
ing,  and  prayer,  was  then  rMommended  hy  a 
jolot  reaolutiofl  of  the  Beoate  and  BsMfn  id 
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RmirMentktiveB,  beoanK  of  the  war  with  Great 
Sntain  id  whkh  the  aoantr;  was  at  that  time 
DYoIved.  It  waa  regarded  aa  one  of  those  aea- 
mn  of  pablio  calamttj  in  which  it  became  a 
rhoTe  peoole  to  aoknowledee  their  dependence, 
kDd  hamble  themselTea  before  Qod.  So  far  as 
!  eaa  leant,  from  the  jonmals  of  that  daj,  »ud 
ir.  F.,  the  resolDtioii  was  adopted  without  op- 
torition.  Now,  sir,  if  a  state  of  war,  in  which 
n  ttad,  by  Tolnntaiy  deolaration,  engafjed,  was 
t  fit  ooeaaion  to  oall  forth  public  eipreBaiana  of 
mmiliation  for  our  eiiu,  and  to  Invoice  the 
neraiful  providenoe  of  Qod,  how  much  more 
ippropriatelj  doea  it  become  as  thoa  to  feei 
ind  iict,  OD  the  approach  of  a  pcfltileace  that, 
n  itB  rkTsges  over  the  Old  World,  has  swept 
aanj  millions  of  oar  fellow-men  into  eternity ; 
ind  which,  in  ita  character  and  progress 
hroogh  the  earth,  seems  ao  empbatioall;  to  be 
he  Inscmment  of  Divine  Provideaoe,  beyond 
lie  Influence  and  control  of  seoond  cansee,  and 
q>ecia1ly  selected  to  acoomplish  His  pnrpoaea, 
M  to  go  and  come  at  His  bidding. 

I  hope,  air,  that  the  present  resolntlon  may 
neet  with  no  serions  opposition.  It  snrely  be- 
nmes  ns  to  acknowledge  oar  dependence,  and 
o  implore  the  interposition  of  God's  mercy  in 
Ma  sewon  of  alarm.  The  oonstitntion  can  pro- 
mt no  obstacle,  for  it  is  not  an  eiereise  of 
xrilrical  power.  It  is  fiir  beyond  the  range  of 
xilitica.  It  is  an  act  of  piety  to  God,  becom- 
og  the  whole  nation;  In  which  ralers  and  peo- 
de  are  invited  and  advised  to  Imw  together  be- 
bre  Hia  throne  of  Grace,  and  there,  feeling 
Htraalvea  to  be  in  like  need,  to  onite  in  one 
XHnmon  anpplieation  to  Him,  who  has  the  is- 
nee  of  lif^  and  death,  that  He  would  l>e  pleased 
O^Mtre  ns  in  the  day  of  His  Hghteoaa  jndg- 
nenL  I  tnist,  nr,  that  this  motion  will  receive 
iw  same  decided  conotenance  that  was  accord- 
)d  to  a  similar  measure  in  the  late  war,  and  on 
nan;  oooaaloos  during  the  war  of  the  revolu- 

Kr.  T&^EWKu.  said  he  had  bnt  a  single  word 
to  st^  in  explanation  of  bis  vote  for  withhold- 
ing his  aaent  to  the  reoolntion.  In  his  c^inioii, 
Oongreas  bad  no  mor^e  power  to  recommend  by 
loint  Teeolnti<»i  than  to  enact  by  Isw,  any  mat- 
*r  or  thing  concerning  any  religions  matter  or 
igfat  whatooever.  He  oonld  not,  let  the  pres- 
nra  of  the  case  be  what  it  might,  in  conform- 
^  to  the  oath  which  bonnd  him  here,  give  bis 
rcAe  to  saltan  Ihia  principle. 

He  liod  another  ai^nment  to  snpport  hii  op- 
)oritioa.  He  did  not  oononr  in  the  opinion 
hat  a  majority  of  the  people  apprehended  snch 
ji  extent  of  misiAief  as  seemed  to  be  appro- 
tended  by  gentlemen  here.  The  disease  bad 
lot  yet  made  its  appearance  in  onr  country, 
Bd  tliere  seemed  to  him  to  l>e  strong  reasons 
o  bdieve  it  will  not  reach  ns,  except  in  the 
)er8ona  of  those  nnfortonate  people  who  bring 
t  with  them  firom  a  distant  coontr7.  It  wonld 
mbably  rage,  and  prove  extensively  fatal 
imong  emigranta,  t>eing  a  disease  which  was 
mgoi^ered  bj  th«  fll^  which  attMida  aqnalid 


poverty;  and,  nntil  onr  ritnation  shall  l>e  so 
dianged  as  to  rednce  us  to  similar  povertr, 
there  was  no  reason  to  fear  it. 

Entertuning  tbeee  opinions,  he  had  no  deeire 
to  sanction  any  act  the  tendency  of  whioh 
wonld  be  to  add  to  the  existing  excitement  on 
the  sabjoot,  intermpting  the  orainory  course  of 
business,  and  throwing  every  thing  hito  a  state 
of  confusion. 

The  ^aeetitm  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  aa  follows : 

Ttia.— Messrs.  Bell,  ChanibeTB,  CUy,  Clartoii, 
DoUtu,  DIckenoQ,  Dudley,  EvJng,  Foot,  Frellng- 
huysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hotiaes,  Johnston, 
Kuie,  Enlcht,  Uarcy,  Ksudain,  Prentiss.  Robbins, 

n t.    „        ir,  SiUbee.  Sprogue,  Tip- 

1,  Webster,  Wilktai— 80. 
,   Brovn,   Ellis,   Hayne, 


Senate  t 
priate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  ( 

Snblic  lands — the  qoestion  being  on  the  motion 
)r  indefinite  postponement. 
Mr.  EwiHosaid:  The  poblio  lands  are  derived 
fh>m  various  sonrces ;  bat  it  is  not  neoeasary  to 
examine  them  separately,  as  both  reports  aaree  in 
this,  that  they  are  all  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  and  ali  snbject  to  the  same  obligations. 
Whatever,  therefore,  is  true  of. any  one  largo 
diviai<Mi  of  that  territory,  will  be  admitted  as 
true  of  alL  I  will  teat  the  question  by  an  ex- 
amination of  onr  rights  and  anties  with  reg^ard 
to  the  land  lying  in  the  old  tMritorr  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  ri|^t  of  ttie  Union  to 
this  extensive  tract  of  land  originates  in  a  grant 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  which,  among  other 
things,  provides  "that  all  the  lands  within  the 
territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  StatM,  and  not 
reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the 
oforementJoned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  tha 
American  army,  shall  be  oonndered  a  common 
tani  for  the  nse  aikd  benefit  of  snch  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  ehall  become, 
members  of  the  confederation  or  faderal  al- 
liance of  the  States,  Virginia  isolndve,  tMXXti^ 
ing  to  their  osual  respective  proportitms  la  the 
general  ohorae  and  expenditure,  and  aboil  be 
faithfully  and  &MM  jM«  ^poeed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  naa  or  purpose  whatr 

This  grant,  sir,  which,  being  accepted,  be- 
came a  compact,  was  made  to  the  old  confed- 
eration of  States  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
constitotion,  bnt  is  assumed  by  the  first  section 
of  the  sixth  article  of  the  oonstitntion,  which 
provides  that  "all  debts  contracted,  and  en- 
gagements entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of 
this  oonstitntion,  aholl  be  valid  against  the 
United  States,  under  this  constitution,  as  under 
the  confederation." 

This  land,  then,  by  the  terms  of  the  gnoL  ia 
made  a  fuod  for  the  me  of  all  the  fitatea. 
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Unitod  States  U  tha  tnutee  for  the 
benefit ;  aad,  sa  enoh,  \a  eepwiallj  ei^jdned  to 
"  dispOBB  of  it  faithfully  and  bma  /ld»  "  "  for 
that  parpose,  and  for  no  other  pnrpoee  what- 

At  ih6  time  of  Uie  grant,  the  States  were  in- 
debted to  a  large  ainonnt ;  bnt  no  pledge  ia  made 
of  the  land  for  the  payment  of  tbe  debt.    An 

appTopriatioD  to  that  nse  comes  within  the 
taiiit  of  the  tmat.  A  literal  ooraplianoe  with 
the  terms  of  tbe  tmEt  would  have  required  at 
all  times  the  aale  of  the  lands,  and  a  disCribn- 
tion  of  the  proceeds.  It  was  never  ipecially 
pledged  for  tbe  purposes  of  revenue.  Ilie  pro- 
oeeds,  however,  may  be  fairly  applied  to  pnr- 
poses  of  reveune,  because,  applied  in  that  way. 
It  is  in  effect  implied  equally  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  States.  But  neither  revenne  nor  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  can  be  fnff  a  mo- 
ment olaomed  as  the  sole  or  leading  object  of 
tbe  grant  If  the  debt  were  paid,  and  no  rev- 
enue required  for  the  purpoaea  of  Government, 
the  obligation  on  llie  Union  to  execute  the 
trust  would  atiU  remain  perfect.  We  mntt 
iona  ftds  dispose  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
States,  "  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever." 

Now,  sir,  if  the  trust  be  not  dependent  upon 
the  wania  of  the  Geaeral  Government,  if  that 
do  not  appear  clearly  to  have  been  the  object 
of  the  grant,  and  that  from  a  fair  interpretation 
of  the  instrument  itself^  those  wants  cannot  at 
all  influence  ns  in  the  disposition  of  tHe  tmst 
estate  "  bona  fidt "  for  ^e  otjecta  of  that  truit 
aotnally  expressed. 

In  this  first  particular  in  which  the  Oomuiit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands  have  paaaed  their  "de- 
cisive condemnation  "  upon  tbe  bill  from  the 
Oommittee  on  Hannfujturea,  the  oondemning 
committee  have  fallen  into  an  error,  very  gross 
and  palpable,  and  indeed  Bomewhat  eztraordi- 
nary,  oonsideriug  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  this  subject  generally,  and  more  espe- 
dally  tbe  atUtade  which  thejr  voluntarily  as- 
anined  toward  another  oommittee  of  the  Ben- 
ate. 

Tlie  seooud  particular  is  which  the  Ootnmit- 
t«e  on  PubHo  Lands  finds  "  this  bill  to  be  er- 
roneona,"  is  "  because  it  changes  the  character 
of  the  relationship  (and  that  most  iojnrionsl}' 
to  the  new  States)  between  those  States  and 
the  Federal  Government,  subslitnting  an  indi- 
vidual, pecuniary  State  interest  in  the  soil, 
instead  of  a  general  congressional  superintend- 
ence over  its  disposition,  and  leaving  thB  power 
of  legislation  over  the  soil  in  the  bands  of  those 
who  ore  to  divide  the  money  they  can  make 

Sir,  is  this,  or  any  part  of  it,  true  in  fiiot  or 
in  law }  Does  the  bul  before  jou  change,  or 
propose  to  change,  at  all  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  new  States  and  the  Federal  Gov«:^- 
ment,  and,  if  so,  wherein !  Tlie  lands  are  now 
sold  by  the  General  Government,  and  the  pro- 
oeeda  s{>plied  to  the  use  of  the  St»tea,  in  the 
payment  of  their  jcrint  debts.  The  bill  pro- 
poeee  to  Mill  the  laoda  in  the  aame  manner,  and 


'  by  the  same  authority,  and,  the  debt  bong 
'  pud,  to  hand  over  the  money  directly  to  the 
oMtvt  jfiM  trust,  to  be  applied,  in  another  man- 
ner, for  their  benefit.  T^ere  ia  no  change  pro- 
posed in  relationship,  management,  or  iiil«rest. 
TixB  bill  gives  DO  State  any  power  of  legislatjoo 
over  the  soil  which  it  does  not  now  posaess. 

So  mnoh,  sir,  for  the  seooud  error  in  princi- 
ple which  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Iianda  haa  delected  in  Am 
bill. 

The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  "  iha  detaili 
of  tbe  bill  are  obviously  erroneous,  becans* 
they  make  jio  distinction  in  the  rata  of  distri- 
bution between  States  which  did,  or  did  not, 
cede  vacant  lands  to  the  General  GovenunenL" 

In  answer  to  this,  I  ask  the  Senate  to  rdet 
once  more  to  the  same  clause  in  the  deed  of 
oeesion  creating  tbe  tmsL  "  The  land,"  sa;* 
the  grantor,  "shall  be  a  oomraon  fund  for  tbe 
use  and  benefit  of  snob  of  the  United  States  sa 
have  become,  fx  shall  become,  membera  of  the 
confederation  or  federal  allianoe  of  the  States, 
Yirgiuia  inclusive,  according  to  their  asnal  re- 
spective proportionB  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure;  "  and  if,  sir,  we  hold  that  naticna 
are  bound  by  the  rulea  of  morality  and  jostit^ 
if  the  faith  of  contracts  is  to  be  at  all  regarded 
by  them,  then  is  tbe  report  of  mj  honoraUe 
friend  right  and  iast  in  the  point  In  which  it  'a 
here  assailed,  and  the  chairman  of  tbe  roview- 
ing  committee  has  erred  most  strangely,  eqie- 
ciidly  when  we  consider  tbe  spirit  of  oiUHlor  in 
whidi  he  aaaurea  ns  he  entered  upon  this  inves- 
tigation, and  tbe  extent  of  knowledge  to  which 
he  lays  claim  upon  this  subject. 

The  third  particnlar  in  which  the  cbairmao 
of  tbe  reviewing  committee  finds  the  bill  to  be 
erroneous,  is  this :  that  it  makes  no  distinction 
between  States  "  which  have  or  have  not  re- 
ceived grants  of  land  or  appropriations  of 
money  for  internal  improvement." 

If  this  clause  in  tbe  reporbhvere  in  itself  at 
all  ambiguous,  the  expoaition  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  reported  it  would  re- 
move the  doubt.  It  refers  especially^  tbe 
grant  made  by  Congress  to  Ohio  to  wd  in  the 
construction  <k  her  grand  canal ;  and  the  prin- 
ciple embodied  in  the  objection  goes  to  this, 
that  the  value  of  that  grant  ongbt  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  ^are  of  that  State  before  die 
receives  her  dividend.  J  shall  offer  a  few  sog. 
gestiouB  on  this  point,  and  th^  fireely  eubniit 
to  any  unprejudiced  mind  the  justice  of  this 
proposition. 

Sir,  when  this  grant  of  500,000  acres  of  land 
was  made  to  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  to  ud  in  the 
otmetruction  <A  her  grand  canal,  that  great 
work,  highly  national  in  its  character,  one  in 
which  all  portiona  (A  the  Union  were  and  are 
interested,  had  been  commenced,  and  was  ad- 
vanced to  that  stage  of  forwardness  which  ren- 
dered its  ci»npletion  certain.  The  State  which 
had  undertaken  it  was  in  ber  infancy — a  new 
community — and,  thongk  rich  in  her  fertile 
fields,  and  hardy,  industrious,  and  e&terpiisiiig 
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Mople,  she  wu  withoat  that  aconiDiilat«d 
vetuth  ffhleh  hai  enablud  otber  Statu  and  na- 
tons  to  lohieve  like  eaterprises.  To  effect  the 
tlject,  a  resort  to  loans  was  aecevaarj,  for  the 
mjment  of  which  the  real  estate,  the  land  of 
ler  citiEens,  was  the  principal  pledge:  the 
aoae7  nec^saiy  to  keep  down  the  int^reiit 
raa  and  is  raised  ehiefl;  bj  a  tax  on  land ;  and 
be  farmer,  who  bore  the  harden,  was  to  be 
ndemaiBed  by  the  inoreawd  value  which  the 
rork,  when  completed,  wonld  give  to  his  land, 
nie  land  within  the  State  amounts  to  al>ODt 
wentT-five  mtUiona  of  acres ;  and  of  this  nearly 
leren  millions  (more  than  one-fonrth  of  the 
rhole)  belong  to  the  United  States.  The 
and  of  the  Ihiited  States  was  ft«ed  fhtm  8tat« 
axation,  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Govern- 
nent,  by  a  special  compact ;  ont  the  spirit  of 
Iits  compact  did  not  extend  to  an  extraordi- 
<«ry  expenditure  like  this,  the  t«Ddency  of 
rbich  is  at  once  creatly  to  enhance  the  valne 
tt  the  snbject  The  United  States,  therefore, 
LB  a  landholder,  otight^  (it  was  believed,)  In 
nstice,  to  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
lonimon  burden  inonrred  for  the  common  ben- 
iSt  of  landholders  in  that  State.  In  her  ca- 
>sdty  of  landed  proprietor,  the  United  States 
vas  Interested  to  abont  one-foorth  of  the  whole 
imonntof  theexpenditore;  the  donation  which 
ihe  finally  made  amonnttid  to  much  less  than 
me-eigbui  of  that  amonnt.  In  this  nnsle  point 
if  view,  therefore,  the  United  StatM  did  noth- 
ng  more  than  justice  to  Ohio ;  and  it  wonld 
low  bo  both  ungenerous  and  ai^nst  to  charge 
ibis  donaUoQ  (so  called)  upon  the  dfatribnttTe 
ihare  of  that  State. 

8ir^  there  Is  yet  a  forther  benefit  resulting  to 
ibe  United  States,  as  a  land  proprietor,  from 
ixe  Ohio  Oanal,  the  contribation  to  which  Is  so 


bulk  of  the  natjonol  domain  lies  npon  the  Upper 
■dssissippi  an^Uissonri,  and  their  branches; 
tJiis  canal  connects  the  navigable  waters  of 
QiOM  rivers  with  the  INorthem  lakes,  and 
through  them  with  the  Korthem  ports  on  the 
A.tUa^  opening  new  and  important  fadlities 
to  emigralloa,  and  giving  a  new  and  steady 
market  to  the  products  of  that  raat  region. 
rbat  It  thns  advancea  the  sales  and  increases 
jie  valne  of  dl  this  portion  of  the  public  lands, 
fl  unquestionable ;  the  extent  and  value  of  this 
Qcrease  are  b«yond  computatioo. 

But,  sir,  in  making  this  donation,  Congress 
lid  not  place  it  solely  upon  the  gronnd  to 
rbich  I  Gave  adverted,  nor  did  they  profess  to 
rive  this  land  as  a  gratnity.  They  looked,  as 
bey  onght,  to  the  probable  wants  of  our  whole 
luuntry;  and,  in  cose  of  a  foreign  war  with  a 
mwerfnl  maritime  nation,  they  could  not 
loabt,  nor  conld  any  man  now  donbt,  that  the 
^■ee  use  of  the  cantJ,  which  is  reserved  to  the 
!Jnion  as  a  condition  of  this  grant,  may  more 
baa  repay,  in  a  sln^e  year,  the  whole  value 
jf  the  grant  itself. 

^rtt  ^1  f"^  what  gronnd  is  this  qneetion. 


? laced  by  the  ohainuan  of  the  Committee  on 
ublio  Lands?  tkies  he  repudiate  this  bill  be- 
cause It  gives  to  the  States  in  which  the  public 
lands  lie,  ten  per  cent  on  the  amonnt  of  the 
sales  within  their  limits?  No,  sir;  he  holds 
Uiis  bonus  too  small,  and  proposes  to  amend 
the  bill  by  rusinf  it  to  fifteen  per  cent.  Now, 
on  what  principle  is  fliis  proposed!  Surely, 
because  the  new  States  are  entitled,  for  the 
pnrposes  of  improvement,  to  the  amount  of  fif- 
teen per  cent  on  their  soles,  and  that  it  is  aa 
act  of  justice,  or  at  least,  justifiable  liberality, 
to  give  it  them.  Bnt  if  it  be  jost  and  proper  to 
g;ive  to  these  States  that  per  centum  on  the 
sales  within  their  limits  at  (bis  time,  it  haa 
always  been  so :  for  the  tenure  in  those  lond^ 
and  the  relation  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
States  toward  them,  has  never  changed,  and 
the  principles  of  right  and  jnstioe  are  immnt»- 
hie.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  right  to 
give,  in  donations  of  land  or  money,  fifteen  per 
cenL  of  all  the  sales  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  that  State,  to  wd  her  in  the  construotion  of 
works  of  internal  improvement ;  and  a  donation 
(if  it  be  purely  such)  which  does  not  extend 
beyond  that  sum,  shonld  not,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  proposed  amendment,  be  held  up  as 
a  charge  against  the  State.  Now,  exclusive 
of  the  debts  of  the  Union,  which  have  been 

Eaid  by  the  lands  in  Ohio  in  bounties,  Uiere 
as  l>een  actually  received  into  the  Treasury, 
from  the  sale  of  lands  within  that  State,  alKint 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars ;  the  proposed  per 
centum  on  which  would  amonnt  to  two  million 
five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
Ohio  ought  to  have  received,  according  to  the 
honoraUe  chairman's  own  showing,  instead  of 
the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  with 
which  he  proposes  to  charge  her. 

Sir,  1  will  pnrsno  this  branch  of  the  inquiry 
no  farther ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  the  remark, 
that  it  etrnck  me  as  slngnlar,  indeed,  that  an 
ol^ection  of' this  kind  could  ever  have  found  a 
place  in  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  body, 
whose  only  object  was  the  search  of  truth  and 
the  exposure  of  error,  aod  who  advanced  to 
the  inquiry,  as  they  doubtless  did,  without  pr^- 
ndice  or  partiality  towards  any  State  or  any 
individual.  , 

The  fourth  objection  to  the  detaib  of  the  bill 
Is,  that  it  makes  no  distinction  "  between  diose 
(States)  which  have  or  have  not  a  black  popu- 
lation bo  be  colonized  in  Africa."  This  ^pears 
on  the  first  page  of  the  report,  grouped  with 
the  two  which  I  have  last  examined;  and  if  it 


population  to  be  colonized  in  Africa,  ought  to 
nave  a  larger  dividend  In  proportion  to  their 
population,  than  those  which  have  none ;  and 
that  this  bill  is  "obviously  erroneous,"  because 
it  does  not  give  them  more.  The  reasons 
which  I  have  urged,  in  answer  to  the  first  of 
the  throe  exceptions  to  the  details  of  the  bill, 
are  alike  decisive  as  to  this.  It  would  have 
been  &  violation  of  the  tnut  tepoaed  in  tho  , 


ITnited  8t&t«a  bj  the  deed  of  aessioD,  to  fa»Te 
niBde  the  distinction  bere  clalnied  in  behalf  of 
the  alaveholding  States.  Ko  wise  Btat«Bmui,  . 
Jnat  man,  ooold  recommeDd  it;  and  mrely  if 
this  dauie  Iq  the  gnmt  bad  not  wholly  esc&ped 
tbe  reoollection  of  the  ohairman  of  the  Com- 
mitt«e  on  Fnblio  Lands,  he  ooold  never  have 
aerionsly  urged  its  omission  as  an  obieotion  to 
the  bilL 

Bnt,  sir,  permit  me  to  call  yaar  attention, 
for  one  moment,  to  the  ooDsistency  of  the  re- 
port of  tlie  reviewing  oommitt«e.  On  page  ], 
tbey  Sftj  that  the  bilTis  "  obvionsly  erroneons," 
becanse  it  mokes  no  distinction  between  those 
States  which  h^ve,  and  thoae  which  have  not, 
a  black  popalation  to  be  colonized  in  Africa. 
On  page  10,  they  deliver  a  grave  and  monitory 
lecture  on  the  subject  of  colonization,  declare 
it  a  delicate  qnestioD  for  ConEresa  to  toaoh,  and 
add,  that  "  the  harmony  of  tbe  States,  and  tbe 
darability  of  the  confederaey,  interdict  the 
legislatioa  of  tbe  Federal  Legialature  on  the 
anbject."  Kow  these  two  clauses  make  rather 
an  odd  appearance  when  ;placed  in  Juxtaposi- 
tion with  ea^  other,  especially  in  a  most  can- 
did report,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  tbe  de- 
tection and<oorrectioQ  of  great  and  dangerous 
errors.  Bnt,  so  skiltU  is  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator who  presented  this  report  is  the  detection 
of  errors,  that  he  can  find  them  everywhere, 
on  every  side  of  every  prtmosition ;  and  sncti 
the  subtlety  of  his  logic,  that  he  can  expose 
them,  too,  tbongh  Uiey  lurk  mueen  by  an  ordi- 
nary vision ;  go  where  yon  will,  reason  as 
"1  njay,  there  is  no  escapi      "       '■■■"■ 

's  lo^oal  knight-errant, 


On  the  second  page  of  tbeir  report,  the  Re- 
viewing Committee  examine  the  aocotmt  cur- 
rent of  tbe  public  domun,  as  stated  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  Eentncky,  and  find  it, 
also,  very  erroneons.  Instead  of  being  in  debt 
ten  millions,  or  npwards,  tbey  show  tiiat  It  has 
overpud,  liy  many  millions,  all  costs  and 
charges,  leaving  on  hand  many  bandred  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land  undisposed  of.  Bnt,  at 
page  6,  they  tell  us  that  "  the  administration 
of  the  pnblic  lands  is  an  expensive  branch,  and 
an  nnprofitable  sonrce  of  revenue;  and  a  cessa- 
tion from  the  agency,  and  a  release  from  the 
expense,  wonld  form  a  respectable  item  in  the 
plan  of  retrenchment,"  &o.  Thns,  in  one  place, 
the  land  has  yielded  a  fund  ranch  larger  than 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ; 
in  another,  it  yields  much  less,  and  is,  in  trnth, 
an  expense  and  burden  to  the  Government. 
Sir,  the  state  of  facta  in  the  hands  of  the  hon- 
orable cbdrman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  ohaoges,  with  admirable  facility,  to  suit 
tbe  argument  which  it  is  used  to  oveitbrow  or 
advance. 

Bnt  time  presses,  and  I  can  give  bnt  a  pass- 
ing noUoe  to  the  many  matters  touched  npon 
in  this  report.    In  that  presented  by  the  hoD- 
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orable  Senator  from  Eentncky,  it  is  said  tW 
the  present  land  system  has  been  long  tried, 
and  that  it  works  welt ;  and  the  rapid  inoreate 
of  population  in  the  Western  Btat^  espeeiallj 
in  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  thoee  States,  and  die  o^ 
in  which  the  experiment  has  been  the  noM 
taUr  tried,  is  presented  as  an  example.  In  this 
position,  and  in  the  illustration  also,  Uie  Bo- 
viewing  Committee  detect  other  and  fnrtber 
errors.  "  The  troth  is,  (say  they,  p«ge  11,) 
Ohio  Owen  at  least  two-thii^s  of  her  preaeot 
greatness  to  settlements  on  Virginia  nuJitary 
bounties,  on  lands  sold  before  tbe  adoption  ot 
tbe  present  system,  at  tbe  easy  rate-ttf  nxty- 
siz  and  two-third  cents  per  acre,  pi^able  in 
revolutionary  certificates ;  on  tbe  Western  n- 
serve,  sold  by  Connectdcnt  to  individaala,  at  a 
few  cents  per  acre ;  on  donations  to  settlera,  to 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canadian  refiigeea,  aod  fer 
schools  and  other  purposes ;  and  on  ue  pnblic 
lands,  where  a  moltitnde  of  poor  people  are 
seated  without  titles." 

Sir,  to  examine  specialty,  and  assign  its  tme 
merit  to  this  long  array  of  causes  cm  wbicli  tlus 
report  rests  the  "  present  greatness "  of  ilm 
State  of  Ohio,  would  occupy  more  time  than  I 
wish  to  devote  to  it,  and  much  more  than  your 
patience  would  allow.  Some  leading  items  only 
will  I  notice.  And,  first,  tbe  Virginia  military 
bounties.  Their  location  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
is  assigned  as  one  of  the  great  causes  of  her 
prosperity ;  or,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Oonunit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  if  that  tract  of  ootrntiy 
had  been  snrveyed  and  sold  by  the  Cnited 
States,  the  settlement  of  the  State  would  ha*e 
been  tbereby  retarded ;  or,  in  other  words,  tbts 
tract  of  country  would  not  have  been  as  weQ 
peopled  as  it  now  is.  Tbeir  poeitioD  must  lie 
tme  to  this  ext«nt,  or  tbe  arj^mient  of  the  lie- 
viewing  Committee  is  fallaciouB.  Bnt  haw  i* 
t^eaott 

It  is  idle  to  snppose  that  the  officer*  and  sol- 
diers of  Viivinia,  the  reoipiont^of  this  houn^, 
have  settled  on  the  tana  set  off  to  them,  and 
thns  peopled  the  conntry ;  this  has  not  occurred 
in  one  case  in  a  thousand.  That  they  sold  tbeir 
warrants  at  a  cheap  rate,  is  true ;  but  tbe  pnr- 
chasers  were  not  Uie  actual  settlers  and  titles 
of  tbe  soil.  The  proprietors  of  wBrraats  sold 
to  speculators  before  or  after  location — sin^e 
individuals,  purchasing  several  bundreda  of 
thousands  of  acres,  and  selling  again  at  rates 
seldom  t)elow,  and  often  mneh  above,  the  min- 
imum price  of  the  public  lands ;  consequently 
the  settlement  of  tbat  portion  of  the  country 
was  much  retarded,  and  lingered  far  behind 
that  of  tbe  ai^acent  lands  of  a  good  quali^  east 
of  tbe  Scioto  or  west  of  the  Littie  JCiami  Stiv- 
ers. Bnt  there  were  other  canseabeudes  merely 
price,  which  delayed  the  settiement  of  tbe  Vir- 
ginia military  district.  It  often  bi^pened  tbat 
choice  tracts  of  land,  inviting  to  the  former, 
could  not  be  purchased  npon  any  terms.  Some- 
times it  Iwlonged  to  infant  heirs ;  or  was  di- 
vided, in  the  coarse  of  deeoenta,  into  miaota 
portJouB,  tbo  property  of  peraona  separated 
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from  each  other,  and  ignorant  of  their  rights ; 
Bod  thiiB  wu,  in  etfeot,  shat  ont  fh»n  sale,  and 
oooseqaenUT'  from  settlement.  And,  more- 
over, OAses  of  defectlTe  titles,  oonieqnent  npon 
interferiEig  cUima,  as  well  aa  the  state  of  things 
to  which  I  have  jost  referred,  formed  a  most 
aerioas  obstaole  to  the  aale  and  settlement  of 
those  lands.  Theae  ara  among  the  cauaea  which 
produced  a  well-known  effect ;  that  part  of 
Ohio  did,  in  fact,  settle  leas  r^idlj  than  the 
landa  on  either  ride  of  it  of  like  qa^itj-,  which 
was  sold  hy  the  GovemmenL  Bo  far,  there- 
fbre,  from  owing  her  greatneas  to  that  ciroam- 
stBsce,  Ohio  has  been  retarded  in  her  advaooe- 
ment  b;  the  loettion  of  those  lands  within  her 
borders. 

The  next  (uronmatanoe,  which,  atioording  to 
this  report,  aided  to  aobieve  the  greatneas  of 
Ohio,  iraa  the  sale  of  lands  "before  the  adop- 
tioa  of  the  preaent  extern,  at  the  eaa;  rate  of 
rfztT'-aiz  and  two-thira  cents  per  acre,  pajable 
In  oertiflcatea." 

I  must  here  take  leave,  onoe  more,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  coosistencj  of 
the  facts  and  opinions  advanced  bj  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Pnblio  Lands,  as  nresented  in  this 
report.  Thej  give  us  the  vune  of  the  public 
landa  in  tiie  several  new  States  and  Territories, 
in  the  gross,  and  average  them  at  ttetween 
tweatjr  and  fift;  oenta  per  acre;  even  the  fine 
lands  in  Illinois,  than  which  the  world  affords 
none  better,  wonld  range,  aa  the;  have  it,  be- 
low fifty  cents,  and  this,  too,  land  which  is  bor- 
darins  on  flonrishlng  settlements,  and  b  snr- 
ve^ed  and  ready  for  market  Bnt  companies 
who  filmed  the  first  settlements  in  Ohio  par- 
duwed  at  the  easy  rat*  of  ^ty-siz  and  two- 
third  cents  per  acre. 

Sir,  to  enable  the  Senate  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  justness  of  this  comparison,  and  the  oon- 
•eqnent  oorrectoeM  of  the  report  in  this  par- 
tiealar,  I  mnst  call  yonr  attention  for  a  moment 
to  the  aotDsl  stete  of  the  country  at  the  time 
the  two  large  purchases  referred  to  were  made. 
That  I  may  coostime  as  little  of  your  time  as 
possible,  I  will  refer  epeoially  to  but  one,  and 
that  the  larger,  and,  by  a  short  time,  the  earlier 
pnrehases-,  but  all  that  I  may  say  of  one  is, 
snbstantially,  applicable  to  both,  except  that 
the  Miami  purchase  covered  a  rich  ta'sct  of 
coontry,  whUe  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  was 
tmfortnnately  fixed  npon  a  less  fertile  spot. 

The  Ohio  Company  effected  their  purchase 
in  the  summer  of  1787.  At  this  time  we  were 
yet  recent  from  the  war  with  England  which 
gave  OS  independence.  Her  troops  and  garri- 
•ODi  were  not  withdrawn  from  our  territories ; 
she  still  held  posseraion  of  Detroit,  and  some 
Bnatl  forta  on  the  southern  shore  of  I^ke  Erieu 
by  means  of  which,  and  her  traders,  she  held 
control  over  the  Indians,  and  incited  them  to 
hoetilttiea.  On  the  one  ude  oar  frontier  settle- 
ments had  pushed  westward  as  tar  as  Fort  Pitt 
and  Wheeling,  bnt  it  was  in  weak  and  scattered 
detachments,  oonstsnuy  menaced  with  Indian 
i,  and  venturing  bnt  a  little  way  irom. 


the  forts  by  which  they  were  protected.  No 
wheeled  carriage  had  then,  I  believe,  ever 
crossed,  or  comd  cross,  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tain ;  the  families  and  the  honsehol^  goods  of 
the  emi^ranta,  and  all  the  comforts,  and  even 
neceasanes  of  life,  which  they  did  not  wholly 
forego,  and  which  their  woods  and  fields  did 
not  furnish,  wwe  transported  on  horseback 
ftom  Obambersbnig  ana  Fort  Cumberland; 
and  there  are  spots  in  the  gorges  of  the  moon- 
tun,  the  names  of  which  attest  that  even  this 
difficult  and  adventurous  traffic  was  not  carried 
on  in  safety.  Such  was,  briefly,  the  sitaation 
of  the  country  when  the  Ohio  Company  pur- 
chased of  the  United  Stetes  1,GOO,000  acres  of 
land,  in  a,  single  l>ody,  one  hundred  miles  be- 
yond the  furthest  outposts  of  our  settlements, 
in  a  hilly  and  comparatively  barren  region, 
and  themselves,  by  tbeir  compact,  bound,  not 
only  to  survev  their  own  lands,  but  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  whole,  which  was  reserved  by  Con-. 
gress,  in  the  centre  of  each  township,  for  their 
own  fatare  sale.  This  purchase,  at  the  time, 
and  under  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
was  made,  say  the  Reviewing  Committee,  "at 
the  easy  rale  of  sixty-six  and  two-third  cents 
the  acre,"  while,  la  the  nest  paa^of  their  re- 
port, they  show,  or  attempt  to  sEow,  that  the 
average  value  of  lands  in  the  best  and  most 
rapidly  populating  districts  of  country  in  the 
Union  are  now  worth  less  than  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  No  one,  I  think,  will  longer  wonder 
tliat  the  bill  reported  by  my  honorable  friend 
fl-om  Kentucky  nas  received  the  decisive  con- 
demnation of  this  committee.  For,  sir,  though 
the  gentlemen  composing  its  m^ority  did, 
doubUess,  give  the  sut^ect  of  the  public  lauds 
the  aingnlar  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Mannfactnrea,  for  sound  reasons,  and  from  the 
pureat  motives,  without  any  purpose  of  involv- 
ing any  individual  in  difficulty  or  embftrr»g»- 
meut;  and  although  the  second  reference  to 
themselves  of  the  subject  which  they  had  be- 
fore thus  atransely,  and  which  had  been  ex- 
amined thus  ably,  was,  doubtless,  done  from  a 
high  sense  of  public  duty  alone ;  and  although, 
doubtless,  aa  the  honorable  chairman  of  tiie 
Reviewing  Committee  observed,  he  has  done 
nothing  more  than  to  correct  (what  appeared 
to  him)  palpable  errors,  in  fact  and  argument, 
in  the  report  of  the  first  committee,  and  thia, 
too,  in  no  nnfriendly  spirit;  yet,  tlie  extraordi- 
nary faculty  which  he  possesses  of  marsbolliog 
his  facts,  the  discipline  which  he  has  taught 
them,  so  that,  at  his  bidding,  the^  will  face 
either  way,  and  overwhelm  a  proposition  which 
he  may  be  difiposed  to  prove  wrong ;  and  his 
principle  of  comparison,  as  evinced  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  last  referred,  so  differ- 
ent from  tliat  of  other  men,  and  so  wholly  in- 
scruteble  to  an  every~day  intellect;  would  lead 
us.  on  the  whole,  to  conclude  tliat  no  view 
which  could  have  been  taken  of  this  subject  by 
the  Committee  on  Uanufactures,  unless  tuded 
by  inspiration,  conld  hare  met  any  thing  Itoi 
than  his  "  deci^ve  coodemnatioB." 


C.oo^lc 
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Sir,  I  oaDDOt  part  with  thia  siititeot  withont 
MjiiiK  Bomethiiis  of  the  project  reported  hy 
mr  honorable  friend  from  Kentackj,  and 
trhioh  i»  embodied  m  this  bilL  He  proposes 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pablio 
lauds  among  the  several  States,  to  be  by  them 
applied  to  intemal  improvement;  the  pajmeot 


ednoation ;  olyeots  national  in  tboir  oharscter, 
wd  dear  to  all  who  valoe  the  prosperity  of  our 
oonntrj,  and  the  impravement  and  h^ipinesa 
of  the  human  race.  Donbts,  it  is  tme,  have 
been  sngKested,  of  the  ooustitatlonalitjr  of  the 
measure,  DQt  I  hTimblj  ooDceive,  when  exam- 
ined, those  doDbta  will  be  diMipated. 

All  the  lands  of  the  UDit«d  States  ore  plaoed 
upon  the  same  footing  bj  the  Committee  on 
Fnblio  Lands,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  over 
•aeh  aod  every  part  of  it  are  held  to  be  the 
■ame.  In  this  Uie  two  oomintttaes  agree  en- 
tirely. We  may,  therefore,  hold  it  as  a  con- 
ceded point  I  will  examine  onr  rights  over 
bnt  one  portion  of  it,  and  thai  at  present,  by 
tir  t^e  most  important — tliat  lyii^  between 
the  Ohio,  the  MisdsNppi,  and  ibe  lakes,  for- 
merly know^as  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio.  And,  sir,  as  it  is  a  qnestiun  of 
strict  law,  yoa  will  excuse  me  the  repetition 
which  it  neeessorily  involves. 

We  hold  these  lands  byvirtne  of  a  deed  of 
oesBton  from  the  StAte  of  Virginia,  to  which  I 
will  once  a^n  refer.  This  deed,  after  desig- 
nating certain  tmsts  to  which  a  port  of  it  was 
to  be  applied,  provides : 

"  Thftt  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  »»  ceded 
to  tbe  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appro- 
priated to,  any  of  tbe  before-mentloaed  purposes, 
or  disposed  of  in  boanties  to  the  officars  and  soldiers 
of  tbe  American  army,  shall  be  oonildered  a  com- 
mon fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tncb  of  the 
United  filaCea  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
BieBibers  of  the  confederatioa  or  fedsiaJ  alliance  of 
tbe  States,  Virginia  incluaive,  according  to  th^ 
usual  respective  propordoos  in  the  general  cbei^e 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  fiiilhAillj  and  bona 
_fidt  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever."  . 

Thia  cession  was  mode  and  accepted  before 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitntion ;  it  hoa, 
therefore,  no  relation  to  that  instroment ;  bnt 
the  constitotion  (art  6th)  has  relation  to  the 
deed,  and  one  of  tbe  contracts  entered  into  and 
binding  on  the  national  faith.  This  places  tbe 
General  GovornmeDt  in  the  situation  of  a  trus- 
tee of  this  fond,  which  it  must  dispose  of  botia 
fide  for  the  common  benefit.  Now,  sir,  while 
the  nation,  which  represents  all  the  States  col- 
lectively, was  indebted,  its  debt  being  the  debt 
of  all,  it  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  execution  of 
the  trust,  to  sell  the  lands,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  payment  of  the  debt;  so,  also^  if 
its  proceeds  tie  neoeasary  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  tbe  Uovemment.  This  no  one 
doubts,  'as  it  is  diipouug  of  the  property  6ana 
fidt  fur  tho  use  and  ben^t  of  all  uie  States,  and 


in  the  prop«Riiona  stimulated.  Bnt  wbok  la  to  be 
d<me  when  the  d^t  la  pud,  aad  the  fnnd  is  not 
needed  for  the  porpOMs  of  the  G«nwal  Goven- 
mwit? 

Give  it  away,  oaat  it  «f  as  an  lavoaToueBt 
bnrden,  say  the  Committee  on  PuUio  IjHidL 
Dispose  of  it  as  heratofi:««,  Mid  diatribot*  tbe 
prooeeds  Jtwtiy,  aecortiiiK  Ui  Ifae  intent  and 

Xirit  of  the  trasb  nnde«'  which  you  boU  il^  mv 
e  CmupiitteB  on  HannfaetnreH. 
The  compact  which  the  ace^tanoe  of  tba 
deed  of  cesdon  carried  with  it,  I  bold  to  be 
imperative  and  perpetnaL  In  iHi  fatare  tiMi^ 
and  under  all  eiroumstancea,  until  tbe  aole*  ai» 
completed,  tbe  londa  remaiB  a  oonuneB  fond. 
They  must  be  disposed  <tf  by  Consreso,  iotM 
fidt  for  tho  use  ana  bwefit  cf  anob  (^  tbe  Statae 
as  shall  be  members  of  the  federal  oUiaace  st 
the  time  of  their  sak  oc  dl^iosation.  But  most 
the  fkmd  Deeesaarilj  be  held  and  applied  iy 
Gongreaa  to  tbe  fiiOire  engendes  ttf  tbe  Gen- 
eral Govemmut  t  I  do  not  ode  if  it  m^,  bat 
must  it  t  The  poragruihs  already  dwelt  apoB 
carry  with  them  no  sa^  obUgatioo ;  bat  tban 
is  another  member  of  the  clanae  which  cUariy 
impliee  distribution.  This  fimd  for  the  oommoB 
benefit  shall  be  &mm  j<d#  disposed  of  for  tbe  nsa 
and  benefit  of  the  Statea,  "  aooording  to  their 
nsaaJ  respective  proportions  in  the  general 
charge  and  eipenditore."  If  the  ol^iect  bad 
lieen  to  apply  tnis  only  to  the  accruing  chaises 
which  revenue,  properly  so  called,  is  deei^ed 
to  meet,  this  laab-cited  danse  woola  have  fbond 
no  place  here.  But  it  olearly  ooutemidatea  dia- 
tribution,  and  is  plaoed  apon  the  bo^  of  a 
prt^t  and  lose  aooount  between  iitdiTidaal  part- 
ners. In  tho  proportion  that  States  oontnbnte 
to  support  the  e^>enses  of  Goverameot,  in  that 
proportion  shall  tiiey  rooeive  tiie  prooeeds  of 
sale  of  common  property.  It  aeems  to  bm^ 
therefore,  a  clear  case  of  constitutional  rigb^  if 
not  of  obligation,  that  tlieeo  lands  and  tbeir 
prooeeds  be  applied  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
this  bill.  Thia  monle  is  as  just,  and  it  is  expe- 
dient alike  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Statea,  old 
and  new.  The  Treasm?  of  the  United  States 
is  now  full  to  overfiowing,  and  for  none  of  tbe 
purposes  of  Government  is  this  fond  neoeaaary 
or  useful  to  the  nation  at  a  wb<^  But  tbe 
States  have,  by  tb^  geoeiol  compact,  divested 
themselves  fS  tho  first  and  greatest  reaonroe  of 
revenue — that  of  imports  on  ooBUnme ;  many 
of  them,  having  no  other  resooree,  soppott 
their  Government  by  hard,  diroot  tautioa  npoB 
land,  whioh,  less  than  any  other  i^eoies  of 
property,  can  bear  tazatioD.  Xhns,  tbey  labor 
under  great,  and,  indeed,  almost  iosormouiit*' 
bte  difiiculties,  in  raising  funds  for  those  expen- 
ditures necessary  for  tiie  intemal  improveinent 
of  their  country,  and  the  ednoation  of  the  riaiBg 
generation.  The  ^stribotion  f£  tbe  prooeeds 
of  these  lands  would  rerngva  all  this  eril. 
Those  States  whioh  hare  borrowed  and  ex- 
pended large  sums  in  improvements  of  a  perma- 
nent and  nation^  cfaaracler  wonld  be  roUeTod 
from  the  d«bt  with  wbiob  Saxj  are  bordan*^ 
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and  to  Clie  rest  it  would  ftimiifa  a  fund  raffiotjjnt 
to  keep  Qp  those  ImproTements  in  an  even  pAoe 
irttfa  the  proffresi  of  population.  And,  inora- 
over,  it  Tonla  place  in  the  handa  of  the  BtatM 
ft  ftand  whiofa,  well  ^iplied,  would  fomi^h  the 
means  of  edaoation  to  all  the  riaing  genera- 
taons  which  are  to  iDCceed  as. 

Mr,  Btnroif  eaid;  The  Senator  from  Een- 
bu^,  in  skipping  all  the  argnmenta  of  Out 
Gommittee  on  Pnbllo  Lands,  baa  bee^  eqnallf 
averse  to  the  nse  of  argnmente  cm  hia  8wn  side. 
Bong,  aaeodote,  metaphor ;  Totaj  exhibitions 
and  flonrishes  to  entertain  the  ladles  and  b^- 
atanders ;  bnt  yvry  few  argnmenta  to  enlighten 
the  Senate.  The  cash  argntnent  was  the  antj 
one  which  he  eondesoended  to  nse.  The  table 
of  dividends  was  the  Aipha  and  Omega  of  hiB 
•rgnment,  and  that  table  was  oonstmoted  npon 
a  principle  of  error,  which  exhibits  to  ^ch 
Btat«  abont  fonr  or  Hts  times  mor«  spoil  than 
it  would  ever  get.  Instead  of  an  average  of  a 
nriea  of  jears,  which  wonld  give  a  milhon  and 
three-qnarters  in  place  of  three  millions,  for 
the  grow  reoeipta  from  the  pnblie  lands,  instead 
of  ^e  net  proceeds,  which  would  r«qnire  about 
a  million  to  be  dedncted  for  expenses  in  admin- 
istering  the  pnbllo  lands,  btiTlng  them  for  In- 
diana, paying  the  annuities  incurred  on  acconut 


dedOctiontf  wonld  leave,  and  which  in  some 
TUTS  wonld  be  nothing,  and  in  other  jeara  per- 
hape  half  a  million  of  dollars,  the  Senator  from 
Kentneky  takes  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  last 
year,  swelled,  as  it  was,  with  psjmenta  due  for 
lands  sold  before  the  year  1890,  with  military 
and  forfeited  land  scrip,  and  constmcta  his 
table  upon  tliat  fallaoions  sam,  and  then  ex- 
hibits to  the  States  these  large  and  sednctire 
dtridends,  Bnt  this  argument  will  do  upon 
paper  alooe.  An  amendment  to  confine  the 
distribution  to  the  net  proceeds  wilt  detect  its 
fhDaoy,  and  leave  those  empty-handed  who 
aoppmed  they  were  become  nch  on  the  spoils 
of  the  new  States. 

Stall,  ttiis  cash  argument  !a  the  only  one  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  condescended  to 
ose;  and  let  na  see  how  he  has  used  it.  He 
assigns  to  the  BCatea  north  of  the  Potomac 
abont  one  million  two  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  the  States  south  of  the  Po- 
lontao  abont  five  hnndred  and  fifty  thonsand 
dollars  t  Thus,  the  States  which  surrendered 
their  lands  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  to 
receive  about  seven  hundred  thonsand  dollars 
less  than  those  who  retbsed  to  surrender,  and 
which  wonld  now  involve  the  country  in  a  for- 
eign war  before  they  would  give  np  an  acre 
to  settle  a  disputed  boundary.  Again  :  the 
Sontliern  States  send  emigrants  to  the  new 
States ;  the  Northern  States  send  but  few,  and 
mean  to  stop  those  few  to  work  in  their  facto- 
ries. The  Southern  States,  then,  through  their 
emigratiOD,  and  the  new  States,  are  to  fnraish 
the  whole  sum  which  is  thus  to  be  so  nnequally 
divided.    The  whole  is  to  come  from  the  Sonui 
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and  West,  and  twioe  the  largest  share  is  to 
pour  into  the  Northeaat  j  thus  opening  another 
current,  another  inland  gulf  stream,  parallel  to 
the  tariff  stream,  the  pension  stream,  the  inter- 
nal improvement  stream,  and  the  United  States 
Bank  stream,  which  are  now  sweeping  the 
wealth  of  the  South  and  West  into  the  Korth- 
eastern  cities. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  carries  his  con- 
fidence in  the  money  argument  so  far  as  to  be- 
lieve that  th&new  Slates  themselves  will  be 
captivated  by  it;  that  they  will  fall  in  love 
with  the  fallacious  dividends  whioh  he  has  held 
out  to  them,  and  consent  to  sell  themselves  to 
the  old  States  for  a  small  share  of  their  own 
spoils.  A  large  table  of  dividends  is  displayed 
before  Aem ;  trat  it  is  ail  deception  and  Uln- 
sion.  The  dividends  will  be  rednood  to  insig- 
nifioanee  when  the  expenses  of  the  laod  system 
are  deductec^fromihegrossreceipts;  and,  even 
if  it  stood  at  the  sums  carried  out  in  his  table, 
every  new  State  would  save  more  Infinitely  by 
a  rednetjon  of  the  price  of  the  land  than  by 
receiving  a  share  of  her  own  mcmey.  The  sav- 
ing upon  the  sales  of  last  year,  to  be  eSbcted 
by  a  reduction  of  the  price  according  to  the 
jdan  recommended  by  the  luid  Oommittee, 
wonld  be,  in  Ohio,  tS14,00D;  in  Indiana, 
$347,000;  in  Dlinuis,  (218,000;  in  ICissonri, 
(167,000;  in  Alabama,  $447,000;  in  Missis- 
sippi, 1108,000 ;  and  in  Louisiuia,  $48,000. 

But  it  is  not  by  tables,  oonsCmeted  before- 
hand, that  the  loss  of  the  new  States  can  be 
aseertuned  from  snch  a  bill  as  this.  If  it 
passes,  their  doom  is  sealed.  They  become  the 
private  property  of  the  old  Steteis.  To  make 
money  out  of  tham  will  be  the  only  considera- 
tion. Every  art  that  ingenuity  and  avarice  can 
invent,  will  be  pnt  in  requisition  to  swell  the 
amount  for  distribntion.  Instead  of  being  re- 
duced, the  price  of  the  lands  will  probably  be 
raised  again  to  the  old  minimum  of  two  d<d- 
lars.  Instead  of  preferences  to  settlws  and  oo- 
cnpants,  they  will  have  to  bid  for  their  own 
labor  ^^nst  the  agents  of  the  p&ramount 
Btet^a  who  will  tre  sent  to  superintend  the 
sales,  and  see  that  every  tract  Is  screwed  up  tA 
the  higheet  point.  Ttie  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Clat)  thmks  the  price  ought  to  be 
raised,  but  he  will  not  move  to  raise  it.  Oan 
he  go  security  for  his  ooa^ntorst  Will  they 
not  do  itt  Those  who  are  to  divide  the  spott 
are  to  moke  the  spoil.  They  can  make  it  what 
they  please,  and  certainly  will  please  to  make 
it  aa  great  aq  possible.  Kor  is  it  in  the  price 
only  that  the  new  States  may  be  oppressed  and 
harassed.  Innnmerable  arts  may  be  resorted 
to  in  order  to  enhance  the  prodnot  derivable 
from  the  lands.  Here  la  an  act  passed  in  the 
Stete  of  Maine,  in  the  year  ]826,  fbr  the  sale 
of  rotten  timber  and  growing  grass,  and  the 
proeeontion  of  trespassers,  which  act  oan  be^ 
will  soon  be,  applied  to  the  new  States  if  this 
scheme  of  dlstribulion  succeeds.    Listen  to  it; 


sen  at  pubUo  auction,  a 
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nJuble  meaMrM  Tor  tb«  pTMemtion  of  graw 
Mil)  timber  glandiiie  and  Rrowing  thereoD ;  and  to 
proMenw  Id  behaff  of  u«  State  for  all  treapaam 
which  baTO  been,  or  maj  be,  coniniitted  thereon; 
and  to  aeiie  and  to  Bell  at  poblie  auction  all  kinda 
of  limber  and  grass  cut  bj  treapaasera.  And  (be 
aud  agent  ia  herebv  authorised  to  sell  timber  ou 
tbe  poblic  lands  where  the  name  to  decajing,  and  in 
hto  opinion  it  la  for  the  public  interttt  to  do  10 '" 

Thii  is  now  a  law  of  Uaine ;  this  is  a 
made  by  those  who  are  now  aimiiig  at 
owoerabip  of  all  our  lands.  If  the?  aacceed, 
will  the;  be  more  generona  to  tbe  peopla  of 
the  new  States  than  to  their  own  dtiiens  ?  On 
flte  oontrary,  will  they  not  be  a  thoasand  tinM» 
bardM't  Rotten  limber  and  prairie  graas  will 
then  be  an  object  of  revenue.  All  cattle  and 
horaea  will  have  to  be  confined  on  the  owner' 
land,  or  taken  up  and  aold  for  the  treapase  if 
tliey  stray  on  tbe  public  lands.  Agents  sent 
from  the  old  StMea,  and  stationed  in  every 
township,  wonid  watch,  not  only  the  ftrroers 
and  their  slaves,  hut  their  cattle,  their  hones, 
and  thwr  hogs,  to  sne  thetn  for  trespasses. 

Thie  bill  has  been  called  a  system  for  settling 
the  bnsinees  of  int^mal  improvement ;  and 
under  that  aasamption  the  bill  for  granting  a 
township  of  land  to  the  French  college  at  Bt 
Loois,  and  the  hill  to  grant  half  a  million  of 
acres  to  the  States  of  Uissonri,  Uissisappi,  and 
Louisiana,  had  been  laid  apon  the  table.  They 
were  laid  by  to  aw^t  the  establishment  of  this 
■ystem,  as  it  ia  called ;  hot  when  the  int«ma] 
improvement  bills  were  np  to  expend  a  miUicm 
or  M  in  money,  in  the  Northeast,  no  motion 
was  made  to  lay  them  down.  The  word  sys- 
tem was  not  tlien  pronounced ;  this  bill  for  ad- 
Jnsting  the  bnsinesa  of  internal  improvement 
was  not  once  allnded  to.  All  passed  without 
bealtation  or  qneetjon.  System,  indeed !  It  is 
none,  and  cannot  be.  It  doee  not  evai  profess 
to  bind  a  fbtnre  Oongreas,  and  oould  not  if  it 
woald.  It  does  not  even  profess  to  abstain 
from  ftitnre  appropriations,  and  conld  not  pre- 
Tent  them  if  it  tried.  Fntnre  Congresses  will 
do  as  they  please.  Fntnre  mt^oritjes  will  do 
■a  they  please.  Uneqoal  approprlationa  will 
go  on  as  freely  as  ever ;  the  only  differenoe 
will  be,  that  the  land  revenue  will  be  thrown 
toUiaC  object,  in  addition  to  all  tbe  expendi- 
tures which  wonld  otherwise  have  been  made. 
In  one  respect  only  it  may  be  considered  as  a 
^stem,  and  that  a  most  disastrons  one ;  a  aya- 
tero  of  setting  aside  the  proceeds  of  particalar 
branches  of  the  revenne,  to  answer  specific 
purposes,  and  thns  getting  clear  of  sarplos  rev- 
enue wichont  reducing  taxes  I  Land  revenue 
is  the  branch  now  to  be  set  aside ;  the  revenue 
ttojD  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  salt,  die.,  &o.,  may 
follow  next  year.  There  is  no  end  to  that  sys- 
tem when  once  begnn.  It  is  now  confmenced 
on  the  weakest  part  of  the  Union,  because  they 
ore  the  weakest  and  the  least  able  to  defend  | 
themselves.  The  South  is  to  be  tempted  into  I 
it  by  a  ahare  of  the  Western  spoils ;  and  the  I 


next  year  tbe  West  is  to  be  tempted  intotta 
continnation  of  the  system,  by  gMtiog  a  ilim 
of  Uie  Boothem  spoils.  Tbns  a  revenue  ctuj 
amonut,  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions,  atji 
kept  up,  by  dexterously  playing  oS  the  Sontli 
against  tbe  West,  and  the  West  sgaiiM  Ik 
South,  and  making  tbem  altematelj  co^ 
erate  with  tbe  Northeast  in  plnnderiog  esob 
other. 

It  is  not  a  system  for  tbe  aettlemenl  of  tk 
internal  improvement  question.  It9  ol^  is 
very  different  from  that.  It  ia  a  tariff  bill;  it 
ia  an  ultra  tariff  measure ;  the  stronges  ind 
(he  tx^est  which  has  been  attunpted  tt  tLii 
session.  Tariff  is  stamped  upon  its  face ;  tiriff 
is  emblazoned  upon  its  borders ;  tariff  ia  pn- 
olumed  in  all  its  features.  In  the  fint  place,  it 
is  intended,  by  diverting  (he  Iwid  revanu  fnai 
the  snpport  of  the  Government,  to  create  ■ 
vacnam  in  the  Treasury,  which  most  be  SM 
up  by  duties  on  imported  goods.  In  tbe  seit 
place,  it  is  intended,  by  keeping  up  tbe  priM  tf 
the  public  lands,  to  prevent  the  emigtalimrf 
laboring  people  ftvm  the  manotactoriDg  ^tM, 
and  retain  them  where  they  were  bora,  lo 
work  in  the  factories.  This  ia  the  true  eliiiK- 
ter  of  the  bill  1  a  tariff  bin ;  a  land  tuiff  biU; 
conceived  according  to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gvii>. 
in  1B2S,  and  the  memorial  of  tbe  New  Tort 
Tariff  CtHiventioa  in  November  of  the  li* 
year.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  cbtfpd 
this  design  upon  this  bill ;  tbey  quoted  Mr. 
Bush,  and  the  memorial  of  the  KeT  Tort 
Tariff  ■Convention,  to  prove  that  chancUi  ! 
upon  it ;  and  their  obai^  has  not  be«n  oA 
A  feeble  attempt  at  the  vindicati<»i  of  Hr.  I 
Hush  has  fixed  the  design  more  linnlj  npoa 
him.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Hr.  Cui)  I 
informs  the  Senate  that  he  anggested  le  Xr. 
Rush,  before  his  report  was  communicatid  te 
Congreea,  that  it  might  be  misunderstood,  ui 
that  he  had  better  omit  what  related  to  tlH 
pnblic  lands  and  the  manufactures.  He  ft 
seated  to  him  that  it  might  be  misonderstnudl 
Yes,  misunderstood  I  and  that  very  phnM 
proves  that  it  was  understood  I  that  the  Seii*- 
tor  fk>m  Kentucky  underatood  it  at  the  £nt 
blnsh  precisely  as  everybody  else  hai  im^ 
stood  It  ever  since.  But  the  memorial  d  tk 
New  York  Oonvefition,  which  has  been  priiilw 
and  lEud  upon  our  tables,  that  also  is  ^noted  t^ 
the  Public  Laud  Cnnmittee,  and  no  notiM  a 
taken  of  it  by  tbe  Senator  from  KentookjJK* 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewikb.)  nV 
do  tbey  omit  to  notice  that  memorial?  ot- 
it  is  full  and  plun,  express  and  eiplii^ 
the  mark,  and  direct  and  open  in  hmt  <> 
preventing  emigration  to  the  West  for  the  pw- 
pose  of  detaining  the  laboring  populati'''' J^ 
work  in  the  factories.  There  is  no  room  m 
dispute  about  it,  and,  therefore,  the  SeMlo" 
who  nndertake  to  answer  the  report  of  tM 
Land  Ooramlttee,  pmdently  pass  by  tt'*'^^ 
morial,  and  the  unanswerable  argument  fonni™ 
upon  it,  although  referred  to  in  the  body  of  W 
report,  and  quoted  verbatim  In  tbe  mtaat 
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The  fact  is  dear;  the  ooDolneion  irreabtible; 
-the  ohancter  andeniable,  that  this  Und  bill  1h 
a  tariff  meaanre ;  and  that  the  nev  States  are 
to  be  oppreaeed  io  the  price  of  the  pabllo  laads^ 
for  the  parpoM  of  p^eve^tiIW  em^^raUon,  and 
of  Bopplring  laborers  t«  the  foctoriea. 

The  bill  la  wttMvAj  adroiUj  drawn ;  it  is 
oscillated  npoa  a  vide-apread  soheme,  and  nni- 
venal  design  to  attract  all  intoresta  to  engace 
in  the  opprenion  of  the  Weet.  The.proMMa 
of  the  sales  of  the  pablio  lands  are  to  be  divided 
among  all  the  Btates,  and  f<#all  sorts  of  pur- 
poses— to  P&7  old  debta  fbr  roads  and  oanaU,       The  last  anDoal  report  of  the  Amerioan  Col- 


or to  mahe  new  roads  and  oamUs  with  read; 
tnoney — to  promote  eduction — and  to  ooloniEe 
free  negroes  on  the  eoost  of  Africa.  Certalnlj 
these  multiplied  objects  most  enlist  a  great 
ronltitade  against  the  new  States,  and  excite 
their  cnpiditj^  to  the  highest  degree  to  get  hold 
of  the  pablio  domain  fortheir  respeotire  ob- 
jeots.  One  of  these  objeots,  from  the  efforts 
-which  have  been  mode  to  recommend  it  to 
pnblia  &TOr,  and  the  profound  ignorance  which 
pervades  the  pnblio  mind  -with  respeot  to  its 
nAsIbilitf,  demuidB  a  word  of  elucidation ;  I 
speak  of  the  oolonization  soheme;  for  the 
proaecntion  of  which  this  bill  commits  the  fed- 
eral domsJo,  and  the  political  powers  of  this 
Federal  Government.  A  more  viuonarj,  a 
more  chimerical,  and  a  more  impraotioable 
project  never  entered  the  head  of  man,  than 
this  scheme;  and  this  I  will  demonstrate  by 
facts  and  reasoas  which  no  candid  man  can 
penait  himself  to  diqinte.  * 

Two  distinct  views  of  the  project  demon- 
strate  this  imposaibllit; :  first,  the  experience 
of  Great  Britain ;  second);,  the  authentic  re- 
ports  of  oor  own  Colonization  Societj.  Each 
vleV  is  conolnrive ;  either,  taken  separatelj, 
-pats  an  end  to  hope ;  both,  taken  togeucr,  con- 
demn it  irrevocablj.  All  the  world  knows 
something,  bnt  few  know  the  real  history  of 
the  British  attempt  at  African  colonization. 
The  expense  in  money  and  in  lives,  and  the 
total  figure  of  the  nndertaking,  are  but  slighCl; 
known.  The  moneyed  expense  has  been  pro- 
digions.  The  chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Mr.  Jeffcott,  in  a  chor^  to  a  grand  Jury  in  the 
capital  of  the  colony,  m  June,  1830,  stated  the 
expense  for  the  last  ten  years  to  amount  to 
£7,000,000  sterling,  (about  86  ralUions  of  dol- 
lars ;)  that  the  number  of  Africans  brought  in 
during  that  period  was  between  1^000  and 
19,000 ;  and  that  the  expense  of  each  had  been 
abont  £800  sterling,  (near  l,fiOO  dollars;)  and 
thft  the  total  population  of  the  colony  was 
then  bnt  little  upwards  of  20,000  souls.  This 
gives  an  idea  of  the  expense  la  money.  But  a 
more  dreadfhl  acconnt  of  expenditure  is  still  to 
Ik  opened.  It  is  the  expense  of  human  life  I 
Svery  Governor  sent  to  the  colony  had'  per- 
ished under  the  climate,  one  only  excepted,  and 
he  had  perished  under  the  knives  of  the  native 
negroes.  The  soldiers  and  sailors  sent  there 
were  swept  off  in  crowds.  'So  seasoning  in 
any  otiier  part  of  the  world  could  prepare  them 


for  the  horrors  of  this  AMoan  climate.  Tro<^ 
from  the  West  Indies,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  East  Indies,  all  shared  the  same  ble. 
The  only  difference  was,  that  the  dmnkards 
died  the  first  season,  and  the  sober  ones  the 
second  or  third.  This  waste  of  life  and  money 
induced  the  British  Parliament,  in  1826,  to 
open  a  commisMon  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  colony ;  the  result  was  a  determination  to 
contract  -their  establishments,  to  withdraw 
most  of  their  troops,  and  to  anrrender  all  hope 


onization  Society  proves  and  estabPishes  the  in- 
ability of  their  efibrte.  Look  at  their  own 
statemente.  At  page  41,  it  b  stated,  and  cor- 
rectly stated,  ttiat  the  aonnal  increase  of  the 
black  population  in  the  United  States  is  from 
76,000  to  80,000  souls,  and  that  it  will  require 
this  number  to  be  annually  carried  off  to  check 
the  growth  of  that  populadon  among  as.  At 
page  10,  it  is  stated,  and  correctly  stated,  that 
the  arrival  of  1,000  emigrant  negroes  in  any 
one  year  wonld  be  the  ruin  of  the  colony  I 
that  even  that  small  number  of  new-comers 
would  make  a  revolution,  and  require  an  armed 
force  to  keep  the  peace  among  them.  Here, 
then,  are  two  facta  which  pat  an  end  to  the 
illusions  of  this  scbeme.  Beventy-five  thou- 
sand per  aunnm  must  go,  before  the  iccrease 
of  the  blacks  is  checked  at  home — before  we 
can  feet  any  national  advantage  from  it ;  and 
the  arrival  of  1,000  would  destroy  the  colony, 
and  pnt  an  end  to  the  project  I  Oau  argoment^ 
or  oommentary,  add  to  the  force  of  theae  two 
facts,  presented  br  the  managers  of  the  Society 
themselves  la  their  last  annnal  report!* 

Individuals  may  give  th«r  money  :  benevo- 
lent persons  may  follow  the  impulee  of  their 
feelings  in  bestowing  their  chanty  upon  this 
pr(^ecL  Their  money  is  thur  own,  and  they 
may  do  wtiat  they  please  with  it.  But  can 
legislators  and  statesmen  follow  the  same  im-  . 
p^sioas,  and  act  la  the  same  manner,  with  re- 
spect to  the  revenues  of  the  people?  Can  they 
commie  this  Government  upon  a  scheme  of 
African  colonizstioo,  withont  coanting  the  cost 
in  life  and  money,  and  asking  themselves  if  the 
soocess  is  to  justify  the  expenditaret  The 
total  English  expense  in  the  fifty  years  of  her 
eiperinlient  cannot  have  been  less  than  eighty 
or  ninety  millions  of  dollars.  The  destruction 
of  life  has  been  appalling.  The  description  of 
Edmund  Burke  has  l>een  realised,  that  it  was  a 
region  where  the  gates  of  death  stood  open 
day  and  night  for  £e  reception  of  its  victims. 
Governors  and  Judges,  sddiera  and  mariners, 
all  go.  Car  colony  is  on  the  same  gronnd.  It 
is  not  only  within  the  chartered,  hut  within 
the  settled  limits  of  the  British  colony ;  the 
mortality  must  be  the  same  when  oor  eetab- 
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Hahmenta  «qa&t  tbeira.  If  this  scheme  is  fol- 
lowed up,  and  this  Federal  GoTenmtenC  be- 
oomea  committ«d  to  thst  scheme,  a  territorial 
Government  laof*  be  sent  to  Africa.  A  de- 
tachment of  the  annj  and  of  the  navj  must 
be  sent  there,  and  oonrti  armed  with  strong 
criminal  iurisdiction.  If  left  to  themselves,  the 
colour  will  be  in  oi  vil  Tar  before  It  reaches 20,000 
Bonis.  •Violence  prevails  all  over  the  tvorld. 
The  first  man  that  was  born  killed  the  second. 
Hnrders,  seditions,  revolntions,  go  on  everr- 
where.  Can  it  be  expected  that  this  medley  of 
negroes,  part  from  America,  part  from  Africa, 
some  Aill  blood,  some  half  blood,  will  realize 
the  visionary  specnlation  of  human  perfectibil- 
ity, and  be  kept  in  order  by  moral  restrunta, 
and  the  mild  punishment  of  Interdiction  from 
the  nse  of  Are  and  water  in  Africa  ?  For  the 
Roman  punishment  by  exile  is  the  highest  now 
known  in  onr  colony.  No !  these  restraints 
TiU  soon  fall  They  will  &il  as  they  did  in  the 
British  colony  before  it  reached  20,000,  and  re- 
qnire  all  the  machinery  of  a  strong  Govern- 
ment to  keep  the  n^roes  in  peace.  Who  Is 
prepared  t«  establish  that  Goverament  In  Af- 
rica? To  spread  onr  constitntion  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  beneath  the  eqnator,  and  stretch 
it  over  a  race  for  which  it  was  not  madet 
Who  is  prepared  to  expend  a  hnndred  millions 
of  money  in  this  attempt,  ^nd  to  send  the  sons 
of  onr  farmers — the  soldiers  and  mariners  of 
the  lepnblic — to  perish  on  that  pestilential 
coast  t  Those  who  are  not  prepared  for  these 
things  shonld  stop  at  once,  and  refuse  to  com- 
mit their  Government  npon  a  project  which 
tnnst  involve  all  these  conseqneneee,  and,  ^jsi 
Invplving  them,  must  end  as  the  British  at- 
tempt at  colonization  has  ended,  in  demonstrat- 
ing ite  total  impracticability. 

Afi  a  Western  man,  as  a  citizen  of  one  of  the 
new  BtatM,  I  mnst  protest  against  the  applica- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  this  object  It  is 
several  years  since  things  have  been  t^ng 
that  tarn.  Ur.  Emo,  of  New  York,  the  moat 
conspienooa  author  of  the  Missouri  question, 
first  proposed  it  In  the  Senate.  His  resolution 
was  submitted  in  1824,  but  led  to  no  resnlt. 
The  Senator  from  Eentncky  (Mr.  CtAT)  now 
moveS'  it  in  a  more  form^  and  determined 
muunr.  The  managers  of  the  Bociety  have 
tJiemselves  locked  to  it,  and  have  curiously 
mixed  up  a  calculation  of  worldly  gain,  a  ques- 
tdott  of  profit  In  a  moneyed  point  <rf  view,  wiUi 
this  devotion  of  the  public  lands  to  their  fa- 
▼orlte  oblect.  At  page  28  of  their  last  annual 
report,  alter  claiming  an  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands,  they  go  on  to.  add,  that  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that,  whatever  appropriations 
shonld  be  made  by  the  Qovemment  to  this 
object,  the  greater  part  would  he  expended  in 
gjving  employment  to  our  shippiug  and  to  eiti- 
.  sens  of  the  United  Stet«s.  Thus  philanthropy 
and  worldly  g^n  are  to  go  huid  in  htuid ;  t^e 
shipping  interest  and  those  employed  in  con- 
duoting  the  scheme  ore  to  get  the  greater  part 
of  whatever  is  expended.    The  public  lanos  of 


the  West  are  to  fidl  into  the  current  wfaidi  Js 
sweeping  off  ev<iry  thing  else.  Farmera  of  tiie 
West  are  to  be  required  to  fnmtsh  annnaDy 
millions — oompelled  to  pay  inflnitely  more  lor 
refuse  land  than  oitiEeus  of  Mwie  pay  for  fint 
choices,  to  Airuish  money  to  enri<ui  the  ship- 

Sers,  as  well  as  to  buy  lands  to  be  given  as  « 
onatlon  to  the  negroes  carried  to  Airioa  :  aad 
all  this  in  addition  to  furnishing  as  m«^  m 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  tibe  Slate  Govwb- 
menta  In  all  the  old  States  . 

Ur.  6.  oonfilffled  with  lowing  tint  the 
question  was  now  betwera  die  plans  of  the 
two  committees — the  Cotnmittae  on  Maiiirf^ 
tures,  which  was  for  keeping  up  the  prioe  of 
the  lands;  and  the  Committee  on  PaUic  Lmda, 
who  were  for  reducing  the  price  to  one  doBsr 
per  acre  for  fresh  lands,  and  fifty  oenta  per  aiara 
for  such  as  bad  been  in  market  five  yaara, 
with  a  right  of  preference  to  actual  aeUteis; 
and  he  c^led  upon  all  the  friends  of  the  Wmt 
to  stand  ^rwara  and  show  thnr  fKeodsfaip  on 
this  occasion,  by  voting  down  the  plan  *A  the 
Hanu&oturing  Committee,  and  sustaimag  that 
of  the  Public  Land  Committee. 


FxinAT,  June  29, 
Death  ^  Mr.  Mitchell. 

A  meFsage  was  received  from  the  Honao  of 
Representatives,  by  Hr.  OUrke,  the  Cl«rk  of 
the  Hoose,  aunounoing  the  death  of  Gboko>  E. 
MitohAl,  one  of  the  Beprdeentatives  frum  the 
State  of  Uaryland,  of  that  House,  and  that  his 
funeral  would  take  plaoe  at  Q  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Cbambebs,  the  &«tute  tbca 
came  to  the  following  resolution : 

Retived,  That  the  Senate  irill  attend  thefuneni 
of  the  Hon.  Q.  E.  Hitcheli.,  one  of  the  Bepfcafta- 
tives  from  the  Bute  of  Harjiaod,  this  daj  ax  S 
o'clock  F.  H.,  and,  as  a  trlbate  of  reqMct  far  the 
memory  of  the  deceiwd,  that  the  Scnatois  wiU  g» 
into  mourning,  by  wearing  crape  on  At  left  aiM 
tOt  thirt;  days. 

On  motion  of  Hi.  Cetaiibess, 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

8iTrm>AT,  June  80. 
Pwtraitef  Wathittgtmt. 

On'motioa  of  Mr.  FsBLnraHcraxit,  the  Sen- 
ate took  up  the  resoluljon  for  the  purduwe  of 
the  originsJ  portrait  of  George  Washington  by 
Bembrandt  Peale.  • 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  1,000 
dollars.  He  founded  Lis  motion,  first,  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  likeness,  and,  secondly,  on  the 
nature  of  the  suUect  itself.  He  stated  the 
opinions  of  Judge  MarBhall,  Judge  Washington, 
and  other  distinguished  men,  as  to  the  accuracT 
of  the  resemblance. 

Mr.  Shttb  stated  that  Stewart  received  only 
1,000  dollars  fbr  his  beat  portraite;  and  be 
would  have  do  olgeotion  to  give  1,000  dtflan 
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>r  thia.  Stewart  had  anjpged  to  make  him  a 
tmj  for  BOO  doUan,  bat  it  could  not  be  ob- 
uoed  from  him. 

Ur.  WsBarxB  uiA  that  be  bad  t&ken  bis  idea 
f  Waahmgton  from  the  portr^ts  of  Stewart 
[e  admitted  the  merits  ofbia  picture,  and  raid 
liat  if  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  an  original, 
rhich  he  soppoaed  it  was,  the  price  onght  not 
1  be  in  the  way.     An  original  head  of  Wash- 

rn,  hy  Btewart,  was  lately  sold  for  1,000 
■H,  aiid  the  porcbaser  woold  not  listen  to 
D  offer  of  $S,000  tat  it.  In  England,  if  its 
liaraoter  were  as  high  as  it  is  here,  it  would 
rtoh  a  much  hi^ber  price. 
Ur.  Fkbunohvibsn  tbea  moved  to  amend 
ba  resolution,  by  adding  a  provision  Ibat  tlie 
ortrait  be  bang  in  a  oonsptonons  part  of  the 
enate  chamber,  under  the  direction  of  the 
"resident  of  the  Senate,  and  that  the  expenses 
tiereof  be  pud  oat  of  the  oontiiigent  Aind ; 
rbloh  was  agreed  to. 
The  resolatioD  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
rosaed,  and  read  a  third  Ume. 


U0XD1.T,  July  2. 
Pvblic  Landt. 

The  Benate  prooeeded  to  conuder  the  bill  to 
apropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 
be  sues  of  the  public  lands. 

Ur.  Hatkc  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
rbloh  provide  for  the  distribntion  of  Uie  pro- 
eeds  among  the  States,  He  was  oppbsed  to 
he  introdnction  of  the  principle  of  dbitribntiag 
he  revenue  among  the  States.  He  insisted 
hat  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio  lands  did  con- 
titoCe  a  part  of  the  revenne.  The  clause  wbioh 
le  moved  to  etrilie  out,  cat  off  a  part  of  the 
>ablic  reTenne,  taking  it  from  the  Treasury  to 
livide  it  amon^  the  StatesL  He  mode  an  ob- 
ection  to  the  dtstribation  also,  beoanse  it  was 
I  <Uvisbn  of  the  gross,  iusteod  of  the  net  reve- 
ille, and  so  Gu-  as  the  difference  between  the 
rross  and  net  proceeds,  it  was  a  division  of  the 
inties  derived  from  imports.  He  admitted  the 
perfect  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the 
nitilecl ;  but  be  was  opposed  to  donations  of 
iKnej  to  the  States,  ana  desired  to  have  some 
nneral  and  equitable  system  adopted  for  the 
uspcoitinn  of  the  public  lands.  He  asked  for 
Jie  yeas  and  nays  on  bis  motion ;  wbioh  were 
)rdered. 

Mr.  Cur  r^oieed  that  the  question  of  the 
uindple  of  distribution  was  now  to  be  tested 
D  a  simple  and  a  solemn  manner.  He  wet  the 
ipiuion  of  tbe  Senator  from  South  Oarolina, 
bat  the  division  of  tbe  proceeds  of  tbe  public 
ands  would  plead  to  tbe  practice  of  distribnt- 
ug  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  among  the  States, 
>y  an  opposite  one ;  and  declared  bis  own  firm 
ind  sirennons  opposition  to  the  prindple  of 
neb  distribatioQ.  He  stated  that  the  revenne 
^om  the  public  lands  was  distjngoisbed  trom 
lU  other  revenue  by  the  language  of  the  oon- 
fitolion,  and  of  tbe  deeds  of  cession,  wbiob 


gave  exclusive  and  unlimited  power  to  Con- 
gress  over  tlie  public  lands,  and  wbirb  was  not 
given  over  any  other  revenue.  This  view  was 
supported  by  tbe  opinions  of  some  of  the  ablest 
of  our  constitutional  lawyers ;  and  if  it  was 
correct,  the  argument,  therefore,  tbat  tbe  di- 
vision of  this  revenue  would  lead  to  the  division 
of  all  tbe  surplus  revenue,  be  did  not  consider 
as  anstainable.  He  adverted  to  the  argument 
Chat  the  distribution  of  the  gross  proceeds 
would  be  a  distribution  in  part  of  revenne 
from  other  sources,  and  stated  that  the  bill  au- 


raade  by  tbe  aooonnting  ofGoers  under  the  bill, 
when  taey  determined  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds applicable  to  dirisioD.  Tbe  net  amonnt 
of  oharaes  oa  the  aonoal  sales  of  the  public 
lands  did  not,  he  believed,  exoeed  fonr  per 
cent.  He  hoped  that  tbe  question  of  distrion- 
tlon  would  be  settled,  and  in  such  manoer  aa 
to  redonud  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
every  State,  and,  of  consequence,  of  tbe  whole 
of  the  Union. 

Kr.  BaiBB  briefly  replied  on  the  subject  of 
the  discrimination  between  the  revenue  from  . 
tbe  public  lands  and  from  other  sources,  and 
contended  that  if  the  construction  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman ttom  Kentucky  was  correct,  there  was 
no  limitation  to  tbe  powers  of  the  Qeneral 
Qovemment ;  and  they  might  be  exercised 
under  a  wild  discretion,  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  be  anticipated  or  controlled.  He 
aoaerCed  tbat  there  ought  not  to  be  any  surplus 
money  in  tbe  Treasury,  but  tbat  care  sbonla  Iw 
taken  to  regulate  the  taxea  so  as  to  have  no  ao- 
neceesory  amonnt  in  the  Treesurj.  He  denied 
that  be  was  anxions  to  increase  tbe  revenue 
from  tbe  publio  lands.  He  was  willing  to  place 
them  on  a  £sir  and  equitable  ground. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hx.  Hi.TKx'e  mo- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows ; 


TiAS.— Jfesns.  B«nton,  ] 


',  Broim,  Buckner, 


Usrcy,  Killsr,  Moore,  BobinsoD,  Smilh,  Tsiewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  White— 91. 

Kits.— Uenn.  Bell,  Chambers,  CJsy,  Clayton, 
Diokeraon,  Dudley,  Gwlug,.  Foot,  f^liDgbnysen, 
HeedrlckB,  Holtaes,  JohnstoD,  Knight,  NandUo, 
PoioJdester,  Prentiw,  Bobbins,  Regies,  Beymonr, 
Silsbee,  Spntgue,  Tiptoo,  TomUosoii,  Waggaman, 
Webster,  Wilkins— SB. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  tbe  Senate  now  tA- 
jonm.    Negatived— yeae  18,  nays  83. 

Tbe  question  now  being  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands  to  strike  oat 
all  the  sections  which  authorize  the  distribu- 
tion among  tbe  States,  and  the  residue  of  the 
bill,  the  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  dedded  as  follows : 

Tua.— -Messrs,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Ellis,  Fonyth,  Qmndy,  Eayne,  Bill,  Kane,  King, 
Kangan,  HiUer,  Heeie.  Robinson,  Smith,  Tsiewell, 
■"  100,  Troop,  Tyler,  While— ai. 

ATS.— Messrs.  Bell,  Oiambsrs,   Cby,  Clsjlo% 


tiawa.  Troop,  Tyler,  Wbite— 91. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Oiambsrs,   Clay,  CI  .      . 
Diekerson,  Dudley,  Ewlng,  Foot,  fielliigbuyacii. 
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Hendrioks,  Hohnsa,  JohoiUn,  KDight,  Harcj,  Kaa- 
diiii,  Fotndeiter,  Prentlw,  Robblos,  SLag^a,  Sey- 
nunir,  Oltbce,  ^nga«,  Tomlinson,  Wiieguiiaii, 
Webrter,  WUUu— St. 

JCr.  BiSTOir  thea  moved  to  introdnce  an  ad- 
ditiooal  seotion  to  rednce  the  price  of  public 
lands  to  one  dollar  p«r  acre,  end  of  all  which 
have  been  above  five  yean  in  omrket,  Sflj 
cento  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "S-LSt,  the  qDeation  was 
divided,  and  was  first  taken  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  amendment,  and  negatived,  ai  fidlows : 

Tub.— Menrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Broira,  Bnck- 
ner,  Ellii,  Gruad;,  Qajne,  Heiulrieki,  HUl,  Kue, 
'  ElDg,Muiniii,lloore,PolDdexler,RolHiuoii,Bmith, 
TMewell,  Tipton,  Troup,  White— 31 

HAn.— MeMT*.  ChMnberi,  CUj,  Oajrtoii,  DaUaa, 
IHckenoo,  Dndley,  Swing,  Fool,  Fenvth,  FnUng- 
hujaeo,  Balnei,  JehnaloD,  Enigfat,  lUrc;,  iniler, 
Naodaiii,  PreoUo,  Kabtuu,  Kof^iM,  BejmouTjaii- 
bee,  Spngue,  Tomlinson,  TylerjWij 
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Spngue,  TomlinMn,  TyletTwiggunan, 

The  qiieati<Hi  waa  then  taken  on  the  aeeond 
brand)  of  Uie  amendment,  and  slw  negatived, 
•a  fcJiows : 


^pton,  Troup,  White— SO. 
Natb.— HMm.  Bell,  Brown,  Oianiben,  C!la<r, 
Olavton,  DaUvs  Dicketeon,  Dndle;,  Ewing,  Foot, 
Fndingliajaen,  Ht^ea,  JohnMen,  Knight,  Harcj, 
Killer,  Nxadain,  Ptentin,  Bobbhie,  Rugglea,  8ey 
mour,  Silabee,  Bpmgne,  Tomliiuoa,  Tjler,  Wagga- 
mati,  Webeter,  WilkTuB— 38. 

S^TDBD^T,  Jnl;  7- 

The  VioB  Fbbsident  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  be  shonid  not  resume  his  seat  in  the 
Senate,  and  expressed  his  wish  that  the  Sena- 
tors might  have  a  safe  retarn  to  their  families. 

At  half-past  seven  the  Senate  ac^jonmed. 

If  OITDAT,  Jnl^  0. 

The  Yioe  President  not  ^ipearing,  tlie  Sen- 
ate was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  when, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  CauuBBs,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Section  of  a  Pmddeut  pn>  tem. 

Mr.  Ti^nnLL  was  declared  to  be  auly  elect- 
ed, and  waa  oondncted  to  the  diair  bj  Mr. 
Shetk. 

Tht  TarifStduetien  qf  Zhuia. 

The  bill  in  alteration  of  the  several  acta  im- 
posing dnties  on  imports  having  been  read  the 
third  time,  the  question  waa,  "  Shall  this  Ull 
pasat" 

Mr.  GBOimT  a^d  be  bad  been  exceedingly 
detnronfl  that  some  bill  shoald  pass  at  this  ses- 
sion, that  wotdd  relieve  the  pablio  bnrdena,  and 
in  some  degree  restore  quiet  to  an  excited  seo- 
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tion  of  the  eonntty.  Under  theae  feelings,  he 
was  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  as  it  came  flrom 
the  Honse  of  Representatives ;  bat,  in  ita  prO' 
ent  shape,  he  could  not  now  rote  fbr  it.  On 
acoonnt  of  the  many  amendments  made  on 
Saturday,  it  was  impossible  for  him,  at  the  late 
bonr  at  which  the  question  on  the  third  read- 
ing was  taken,  to  arrive  at  saoh  a  result  as  to 
be  ftilly  informed  of  the  effects  of  the  bill,  and, 
therefore,  tinwilling  to  pnt  it  ont  of  his  power 
to  Toto  finally  for  the  bill,  if  he  conld,  on  ez- 
amination,  approve  it,  he  had  voted  for  the 
third  reading.  He  had  since  obtained  suffii^ent 
information  to  satis^  him  that  the  biO  gnve  no 
relief;  tbnt  it  contused  nothing  calcniated  to 
allay  the  excitement  that  existed  against  the 
tariff  Hystem ;  and  that,  in  some  instances,  it 
went  beyond  the  present  tariff.  He  was,  there- 
fore, compelled  to  vote  against  the  bilL 

Mr.'  Hatne  said  he  most  throw  himself  upon 
the  indalrence  of  the  Senate  to  state  the  rea- 
sons whi^  ahonld  indnoe  him  to  voto  agunst 
the  bill. 

I  am  wen  aware,  said  Mr.  H.,  t^at  nothing 
that  can  be  now  said  can  have  the  sligbt«st 
effect  on  the  votes  of  gentlemen  on  the  other 
wde ;  and  I  know  that  the  Honse,  at  this  lato 
period  of  the  session,  is  too  impatient  of  d*\aj 
to  admit  of  protracted  discussion  on  any  qne*- 
tion.  Still  I  indulge  the  hope  that  they  wiH 
consent  to  hear  what  I  promise  them  shall  con- 
sist of  little  more  than  a  bore  statement  of  mj 
itfjeotions  to  the  bilL  I  onMipposed  to  the  bill 
a  ite  present  shape,  Mr.  President,  becanse  it 
contains  all  the  objectionable  ftatores  of  the 
existing  tariff. 

It  recognizes  the  protecting  system  as  "  tlie 
settled  policy  of  the  country."  Ever  since  the 
oommencement  of  this  system,  fh>m  the  ye«r 
1816,  nay,  from  the  bemnning  of  the  war-  to 
the  present  time,  there  Das  uways  existed  in 
the  actual  eondition  of  the  country  some  rea- 
soUg  or  a  plansible  cxcnse,  for  a  system  of  high 
duties.  During  the  war  we  wanted  money  to 
carry  it  on ;  and  afWr  the  peace,  the  enormoos 

Sabliffdebt  which  was  leftnpon  our  hands  ren- 
ered  high  duties  indispensable  to  enable  the 
oonntiT  to  MGl  its  obligatiooa.  I  will  not  say 
that  all  the  dnties  imposed  were  necessary  to 
revenue,  but  I  will  fearlessly  assert  tliat,  bat 
for  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  the  system 
of  high  duties,  whiob  have  acted  so  powerMlj 
for  Hie  protection  of  manufactorea,  would 
never  have  been  established,  and  cotJd  not, 
possibly,  have  been  maintained  for  a  ringle 
year.  The  successive  torifi^  of  1816, 1824,  and 
1826,  owed  their  existence  to  the  eondition  of 
the  country  in  relation  to  the  public  debt,  and 
the  manufacturers  hod  very  adroitly  connected 
a  protection  to  their  industry  with  the  collec- 
tioQ  of  revenue  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic faith.  But  DOW  that  the  debt  is  about  to 
be  pud,  and  a  demand  on  the  Treasury  for 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  per  annum  is  about 
to  be  entirely  removed,  a  new  and  most  inter- 
eating  question  ariseo,  whether  the  protection 


■,  1882.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Tka  Tarif—Riiuclioit  xjfDtitia. 


[So 


r  mwinfnoturea  ie  to  be  nude  a  distinct  «dA 
ibstantive  object  of  legisUtion ;  and  whatber 
kXea,  no  longer  neoeasory  for  any  legitimate 
oblio  object,  are  to  be  levied,  merely  for  tbe 
irpose  of  affording  protection  to  the  maoof^ 
irera.  It  vil!  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  thLa 
[Hstion  calls  apon  ns  to  take  a  new  and  most 
a|>ortaDt  step  in  the  legislation  of  the  oonn- 
7.  It  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that,  bnt 
ir  the  d^maof'tbe  maniifactnrerB  of  wool- 
ma,  oottons,  and  iron,  the  duties  on  t^eee  aili- 
ies  wonld  now  be  redaoed  to  fifteen  per  cent. ; 
nd  if  they  are  to  be  kept  up  to  flftj,  sixty,  or 
Qfl  bnndred  per  cent.,  it  will  not  be  beoanse 
M  pnblio  want  the  money,  but  because  the 
Itrodnction  of  the  foreign  articles,  at  a  low 
Ue  of  duty,  would  interfere  with,  or,  as  gen- 
«inen  will  have  it,  proatrate  this  branch  of 
ur  domestic  industry.  The  standard  which 
aatlemen  propose  on  this  subjeot,  is  not  the 
rants  of  the  Treasury,,  bat  wliat  they  are 
leased  to  oall  adequate  protection  to  the  man' 
facturers.  It  most  be  ooviona,  therefore,  that 
D  a4i°^  the  tsHff  on  the  plan  now  propoaed, 
I  distiiiotlj  to  recogi^ie  the  principle  of  pro- 
action  as  the  settled  policy  of  ^le  oountry — a 
rinciple  to  which  I  can  never  give  my  consent 
1  any  iliape.  Let  me  not,  on  this  point,  be 
ilaanderetood.  I  am  no  enemy  to  the  mana- 
icturen.  I  would  not  destroy  tbem  if  I 
Dnld.  Of  this  I  think  I  hare  ^Ten  abandant 
vidence  in  the  plan  I  proposed  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  session,  for  the  settlement  of  this 
reat  qneetion.  The  resolntion  which  I  had 
he  honor  to  snbmit  as  an  amendment  to  that 
f  tiie  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Glat,) 
raa,  in  substance,  a  pr<qK)sition  to  reduce  the 
eveaoB,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
o  the  wants  of  the  country.  I  proposed  to  do 
bis  im  principles  of  perfect  Justice  and  eqnal- 
ty,  and  to  guard  against  any  shock  to  the 
nanuliictnreis,  by  a  sudden  reduction  of  the 
Intiee  to  the  lowest  revenue  standard.  I  de- 
ilared  my  entire  willmgneas  that  this  rednction 
liontd  be  gradnaL  and  ^read  over  several 
rears.  I  was  perncQj  willing,  provided  the 
Intiee  shonld  be  finally  bronght  down  to  the 
'evenne  standard^  that  gentlemen  should  almost 
aire  their  own  time  for  the  accomplishment  of 
he  object.  Nor  did  this  proposition  involve 
he  slightest  sacrifice  of  prmcii^e ;  for  it  en- 
ered  into  my  plan,  that  the  debt  shonld  spread 
■ver  several  years,  so  that  the  dntiee  should  be 
trooght  down  to  the  proper  point,  on  the  final 
xtinction  of  that  debt.  Sir,  according  to  this 
dan-  the  manabotorers  wonld  have  enjoyed  an 
nddentol  protection  eqnal  to  the  amount  of 
luties  necessary  for  revenue,  I  am  not  pre- 
lared  to  say  how  far  the  redaction  on  the  pro- 
eeted  articles  woold,  under  this  system,  have 
leen  carried.  I  presume  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
ler  cent,  ad  tatortM  would  have  been  found, 
iventoally,  enfflcient  for  all  purtHMes.  Thii),  as 
t  seems  to  me,  wonld,  with  charges,  fi^igbt, 
md  iDsaranee,  hare  amoonte^  to  a  protection 
if  at  least  thiiij-three  and  a  third  per  cent. ; 


and  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  if,  with 
a  permanent  prgteotioa  of  one-third  of  Uie 
cost  of  the  artide  in  the  h(»ne  market,  onr 
manufacturers  cannot  enter  into  a  sucoessflil 
competition  with  the  foreign,  they  must  be  en- 
gaged in  a  pursuit  most  nnprontable  to  the 
country,  and  the  sooner  it  ia  abandoned,  the 
better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

Hy  next  objection  to  this  hill  is,  that  it  con- 
tmns  tlie  miniraams  and  the  specillc  duties.  I 
have  already  stated  at  large  my  objection  to 
this  feature  in  the  billj  and  will  not  now  repeat 
what  I  then  said.  I  will  only  here  add,  as  an 
additional  objection,  that  the  minimums  and 
specific  duties  create  a  pernetually  increasing 
tax  on  the  artioles  embracea  by  them.  It  re- 
qniree  no  aigument  to  show  that  a  tax  of  eight 
cents  a  yard  on  cottons  costing  sixteen  oent^ 
which  is  a  tai  of  only  flity  per  cent.,  becomes 
one  bandied  per  cent.,  when  tbe  article  is  re* 
duced  to  eight  cents ;  and  such  reductions 
have,  for  years  past,  been  going  on,  as  we  all 
know,  in  relation  to  every  article  incloded 
under  the  minimnnr  principle.  I  regard  tbe 
recognition  of  this  odious  prinolple-in  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  as  a  lasting  establish' 
ment  of  the  prohibitory  system  in  this  coantry. 
The  minimums  on  cottons  were  at  first  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  tJie  pro- 
duction of  coarse  cottons.  We  are  told  that  it  . 
has  been  completely  succesafal ;  that  it  ia  no 
longer  ueoessary  to  protection ;  and  yet  the 
system  is  rountaioed  inviolate,  becaose,  as  gen- 
tlemen insist,  it  has  no  operation.  The  mini- 
mums, then,  N«  to  be  introduced  to  l>uild  np  a 
manufacture,  and  are  to  be  retained  to  estab- 
lish a  monopoly ;  for  if  gentlemen  revise  to 
abolish  them  in  relation  to  coarse  cottons,  we 
can  never,  hereafter,  expect  to  have  than  abol- 
ished in  any  case  whatever. 

In  conolnsiou,  Ur.  H.  said  that  to  his  mind 
it  was  perfectiy  clear  that  this  bHl,  in  ita  pres- 
ent shape,  had  not  a  single  feature  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  favor  of  any  bat  the  fut 
friends  of  the  American  systera.  It  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Keutncky  reduced  to  the  form  of  a 
law.  It  takes  off  the  duties  altogether  from 
almost  the  entire  mass  of  the  nnprotect«d  arti- 
cles, such  as  tea,  coffee,  spices,  frnits,  and  a 
hundred  other  articles  of  luxury,  and  reduces 
them  to  almost  nothing  on  nllcs  and  winea, 
while  it  leaves  the  protected  articles  almost  un- 
touched, or  with  additional  burdeos  thrown 
upon  them.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  afibrds 
no  relief  whatever  to_  the  South.  It  only  ag- 
gravates the  injustice  of  which  we  complain. 
It  throws  the  whole  harden  of  federal  taxation  on 
the  very  wticlee  the  duties  upon  which  operato 
as  a  tax  on  Southern  capital  and  labor,  and  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  inditstr/  and  capital  of  an- 
other section  of  the  Union.  The  passage  of 
such  a  bill  as  this  would  only  be  regarded  as 
the  consummation  of  the  protectinK  policy.  It 
leaves  no  hope  for  the  future.  It  must  rivet 
upon  the  country,  irretrievablr  and  forever,  ■ 
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tflriy  OLConBtitutional — and  dSBtructive  of  the 
b«flt  iDteresta  and  dearest  rights  of  the  planta- 
tiun  States.  The  genilemaa  from  Keotuck; 
had  expressed  a  hop« — doabtless  most  sincerelj 
enterttuoed — that  the  Sonlh  would  receive  this 
bill  as  a  pesca-ofieriag,  founded  on  coQceaBioa 
and  compromise ;  and  he  had  kindlj  tendered 
his  advice  that  we  should  go  home,  and  say  to 
onr  constituente  that  we  had  accomplished  all 
that  we  bad  a  right  to  expect ;  that  our  griev- 
ancea  were  rednssed ;  and  thos  the  countrj 
would  be  once  more  restored  to  hanuony  and 
peace.  Let  me  tell  that  gentlemao,  ur,  that  if, 
with  my  oonvictione  of  the  true  cbaract^  of 
this  but,  I  ooold  go  to  my  conslttueuta  with  isnch 
language  on  my  lipa,  I  should  go  home  "  with 
a  lie  in  my  mouth."  No,  sir!  when  I  speak 
on  BQcb  a  aubjecL  I  shall  speak  the  honest  oon- 
Tiotions  of  my  mmd ;  and  ahaU  be  ooostrained, 
hoT-ever  reluctantly,  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  in 
^  Breaeoce  of  this  House,  m;  country,  and 
my  Ood,  that  the  American  system  has  become 
the  aetued  policy  of  the  country ;  that  the 
hopes  of  the  South  are  at  an  end ;  and,  as  far 
as  their  prosperity  is  dependent  on  federal  leg- 
islation, their  ruin  sealed. 


der  consideration,  he  felt  that  it  was  doe  to 
those  whom  he  hod  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent in  that  body,  and  likewise  to  himself,  to 
explain  the  motives  which,  on  the  moat  delib- 
erate condderatioD,  would  induce  him  to  Yot« 
in  opposition  to  the  bilL  This  he  wonld  do  In 
a  very  fbw  words.  If  the  qnestjon  had  been 
bronght  to  the  oon^deration  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  he  should  have  availed  himself  of  the 
0<!casion  to  have  expressed  his  views  generally 
on  a  subject  of  such  deep  and  momentous  in- 
terest to  the  conntry.  To  consume  tjme  m 
nnprofitable  diseuRsion  at  that  advaooed  period 
of  the  session,  would  t>e  as  little  in  aooordanoe 
with  his  feelings,  as  it  would  be  respectful  to 
the  body  which  he  addressed.  He  had  felt  the 
moet  anxious  solicitude  that  some  adjustment 
(^this  question,  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  conoiliA- 
tioD,  should  be  made  before  the  ^onmment 
of  Congress.  Influenced  hj  a  spirit  of  that 
kind,  he  had  come  to  the  determination  to  vote 
for  toe  bill  which  had  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, nnless  made  more  ohjectiouable  by 
amendments  in  the  Senate.  He  admitted  that 
tbe  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, stopped  tar,  v6ry  far.  short  of  reduo- 
fng  the  revenue  to  that  stanoard  which  the 
condition  of  our  fiscal  affairs  required,  and 
which  Justice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Union 
demanded.  But  it  pnipoaed  a  reduction,  and, 
from  the  best  examination  he  had  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  a  aubstantial  reduction,  on 
a  Dumber  of  articles  which  entered  extensively 
into  the  consumption  of  the  whole  agricultural 
portion  of  tbe  Southern  States.    It  had  been 


said  by  one  hgnorahle  SeoabM',  in  the  euarva  <C 
this  debal«.  that  voting  for  tbe  bill,  as  it  cama 
from  the  Honse,  would  coneede  the  eowrtitB- 
tioaal  right  of  the  OoveranMint  U>  protect  min- 
ufectures.  He  (Mr.  B.)  viewed  tbe  subject  in 
a  very  different  light.  He  bad  yet  to  le«m 
upon  what  principle  it  was  nnconirtitntioiial  to 
vote  for  a  bill  diminishing  the  burdens  of  Lis 
constituents,  and  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the  system.  In  exprvflb- 
ing  his  intention  to  vote  for  die  bill  as  it  came 
from  the  House,  be  wished  it  to  be 'distinct!  j 


their  interests.    Nor  wonld  he,  if  he  ] 

the  authority,  exercise  it  in  reference  ta  thi» 

qnestioo. 

He  was  hostile,  on  priDciple,  to  tbe  whtrfe 
protecting  system ;  and,  while  be  was  honored 
with  a  seat  in  that  body,  he  would  omitribiit* 
his  hnmble  efforts,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to 
er«dicat«  from  onr  laws  a  principle  which  b« 
believed  incompatible  with  the  enlightened 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  <rf  free  QovemmenL  Thia 
mach  he  bad  deemed  it  his  dnty  to  say  In  ref- 
erence to  the  hill  as  it  came  from  tbe  House. 
He  would  now  assign,  in  a  very  few  words,  the 
reasons  which  would  ioQuenoe  him  to  vote 
against  it,  as  amended  by  tbe  Senate.  The 
ameodmentK  had,  in  his  opinion,  destroyed 
whatever  of  value  wis  contained  in  tbe  hill,  by 
increasing  the  duties  on  the  protected  articles; 
and  he  viewed  its  passage,  in  its  present  shape, 
as  Bubetantiall;  re-enacting  some  of  die  most 
obnoxious  featured  of  the  tariff  of  1838. 

He  must  be  permitted,  with  great  dd'erene* 
to  the  opinions  of  the  m^iHlty  of  the  Senate 
who  thonght  differeutiy,  to  express  his  regret 
that  any  addition  bad  been  made  to  the  rate  i^ 
duties  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives.  To  that  body  the  constitu- 
tJOQ  had  peculiarly  given  the  power  tQ  originate 
bills  on  the  delicate  and  interesting  questioa  of 
taxation.  It  emanated  directly  (Vom  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  was  presumed  to  rep- 
resent fairly  their  wishee  in  relation  to  that 
subject ;  and  it  had,  by  a  moat  decided  m^ur- 
ity,  expressed  its  opinion  in  favor  of  a  reduction 
of  duties.  Tbe  extraordinary  apectacle  was 
presented  in  our  country  i^oontiniiiDg  a  system 
of  ui^nst  and  oppressive  taxation,  a<A  called 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  hut  to  ben- 
efit a  few  monopolists.  He  hoped  that  the  jus- 
tice, intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
would  oorreot  this  evil,  and  save  .the  Union 
from  the  disastrous  consequences  which  were 
likely  to  result  from  perHevering  in  snch  a  s;>- 

3fr.  C1.1.T  made  a  fbw  remarks  in  reply, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill  vm 
passed  by  the  fidlowing  vote : 

Ykab.— Messrs.  Bell,  Beaton,  Bncfcmr,  Cbsnben, 
day,  Clayton,  Dallas,  IHoketsoD,  Dodky,  Sniaf^ 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


ku.iSBl] 


ntBarnkVla. 


[SBUn 


Foot,  Frelliighunen,  Heodricki,  BtU,  Holmei,  Jaho- 
rtoo,  Knight,  Mktcj,  Nkudftln,  Prenliai,  Robblot, 
ZobiDwo,  Kugglcm,  Bernour,  Silibee,  ^Ith, 
JprEKne,  Tipton,  TomUnioa,  Wunmui,  Webiur, 
iVUkiDi— Si. 

'Si.1t. — Uevn.  Bibb,  BrOTo,  EUia,  Fonfth,  Gran- 
]j,  Hijne,  Eatw,  King,  HuiKum,  Hiller,  Uoore, 
?()ilideilcr,  Tuewell,  ^up,  Tjlcr,  While~'ie. 


TUIBDAT,  Joljr  10, 

Tha  Bamk  Veto. 
I  received  from  the  Pretident 
rf  the  United  States,  retnniiiig  tho  act  to  mod- 
fj  and  contiane  the  act  to  iDoorponte  the 
mbwuibere  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  his  objeetioQB  to  the  same.* 


•Thtm 


u|1nBbrltePl 


>H  iKDiioR  tbam  of  ■  hw  ktod,  cnwlDf  oit  at  ths  dsdiloB 
i(Ua  Snprspii  Cvnrt  gf  Uie  UoIUd  fitalM  Ib  IkTor  gC  tha 
■HHtltatbHulltT  gf  ths  Buk,  by  wh[gti  dnlilon  hs  nftaHd 
«  bs  boDBd,  ud  la  wUob  It  li  ri«bt  tg  firs  hli  ews  mrdi, 
aJbUawi: 


•  tcttM  »r  FMtdBBt,  and  br  tba  lUSaK 
>>Drt.  ToItiIi«ndiulaBlaBUvlMMDt. 
--' ■inlhml^.BMlih 


>Tgr,  a>  Aw  to  ona.  Uti*  li  BDtWu  la  pneadsBt, 
—  dbn,  Thkh,  IT  III  autbOTltT  mr*  admlttid,  ouAt  la 
■rich  Id  bter  oTtha  hsI  baton  ma. 

Ir  the  gplDloB  oT  tha  Bapraata  Oourt  eaTand  tha  vhula 
[iwiBd  gf  thia  act,  "  — ^*  — "  ' ' — *  " *' — ■- 


_  .. aaart,iButaBiih  ... ^ 

■plBloa  mt  the  ooBatltotlM.  Eaih  pnbUa  offlw  whg  latH 
IB  gaih  to  uppan  tha  aoBtUtatiaa,  twvn  that  ha  -111  inp- 
lort  It  u  ha  oBdoitaadi  lt,aad  UM  aa  II  li  Dodantood  b^ 
itlHiB.  JttoaSBDeh  tba  dn^  gf  tha  Houa  of  BapnaaBta- 
I  T<a,  of  tha  SfBata,  aod  of  tha  PtMMeDl,  to  dacMa  apgc  tha 
VB>tltaliDB*UVo(aaj  UH  or  raaolatloD  wblah  inar^  pra- 
elitvd  to  tham  Ibr  paaaifa  or  apprgTal,  aa  II  la  of  tha  ao. 
mma  Jodni,  whan  It  mar  bo  bntiht  balkr*  tham  (br 
ndloU  dadilsD.  Tha  gplnloB  of  Iha  Jadfaa  ba  do  mora 
athorilj  oTar  CoBgroga  thaa  tha  opinloii  of  OoBfraia  baa 
rar  tba  JodRv;  aid  ou  that  polat  tb*  PiMldaBt  !•  Ud*- 
•BdCBt  of  both.  ThaaalharitroftbaSopHDaOgartBilat 
ot,  tharafora,  ba  prrmlttad  In  oontnl  tha  CoograM  or  cha 
:saBot]Ta,irfa(DaotlBg<B  their  tegblatlva  capadllta,  but  to 

Sal,  In  Iha  caaa  railed  opoB.  tba  Saprema  Coart  bare  not 
■aided  that  all  tbe  fbanrat  of  tUa  wrparatlan  ars  aaiaBall- 
Ic  with  tba  eoHlllatloB.  It  la  true  tbal  tba  eeurt  Utb 
■id  that  Ihe  law  InewporMlnc  tba  bash  la  a  aonatltaUoBal 
■•rela*  tf  powar  bf  Ooufna.  Bnt  tatloc  Into  Tie*  the 
'Iwlo  optDloB  of  tha  soort,  and  tba  reaaoBlnc  bj  wbleh  Ohj 
■<■  enna  la  ibat  MBtlaataD,  t  BBdanUDd  Itaam  u  hara 
rcUed  Ihai,  InaamaBh  aa  a  baak  la  aa  appropriate  meaot 
tr  ^njlaf  lata  affaot  tha  aBDmerated  povara  of  tba  Gea- 
ral  OoTarBBieat,  tharetbra  tba  la*  laeorporallBg  11  UIb  ae- 
urdaHO  with  that  prorUoB  gf  the  oowllUtjaB  irhlah  d*. 
Ih*b  that  Coanat  aball  bare  power  "to  make  all  lawi 


Mr.  WkBBTEB  said  that  the  conatitatioa 
made  it  the  datj  of  the  House  to  which  snch 
oommimicfttioD  «u  made,  on  receipt  of  it, 
to  oanse  it  to  be  recorded  at  length  on  its 
Jonrnalt,  and  then  Holeninly  to  take  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  act  shall  become  a  law,  the 
President's  objections  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. The  constitation  prescribes  that  the 
House  shall  proceed  to  this  deciaiou  tbereapoo. 
It  was  the  praodce  of  Oongress  to  give  a  proper 
time  for  the  transcript  of  uie  Messiige,  and  for 
a  respectful  consideration  of  Uie  subject.  In 
cases  of  less  importance,  it  whs  the  oostom  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  decision.  But,  in 
this  case,  it  wbh  respectful  to  tlie  President,  to 
the  length  of  the  paper  which  had  been  read, 
to  the  high  character  of  the  varions  topics 
which  it  embraoed,  and  to  the  general  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  th^  the  Seriate  should 
assign  such  day  and  honr  for  taking  tbe  Uesssge 
into  consideration,  as  would  be  agretable  under 
the  existing  circmustances.  Presuming  that 
the  pre^ding  oEBeer  would  direct  tlie  Message 
to  be  entered  on  the  journals,  he  would  now 
le  further  consideration  of 
until  eleven  o'clock  to-mor- 


o  postpone  t 


The  modon  was  agreed  to. 


WKDinsDi.T,  July  11. 
Ti*  Bank  Ttt9. 

The  honr  of  eleven  having  arrived,  the  Ben- 
ate  proceeded  to  the  oondderation  of  the  bill 
for  renewing  and  modifying  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  Unit«d  States,  assigning 
his  reasons  fbr  refusing  to  approve  and  ngn 
the  same.  And  the  question  being  on  pasung 
the  bill,  sud  ol^ections  notwithstanding, 

Mr.  WiBaTXB  njse,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  no  one  will  deny  the  high  im- 


whleb  ahall  ba  Beeaaa^  and  proper  for  earrjlag  Ihoaa  pow- 

enlDto  eiaoatlaB.-    Harloc  aatlallHl  thenuelTia  that  tbe 

■eondQdfa  iS'-and  that "  a  baat  - 

. _,  ud  BiaaDtlal  InrtninaBl  la  tha 

of  the  SOTeniiBaBt'a  '  llieal  operaUau,'  tbar 


*  raqBlatle,"  ** 


.      ij-tber,  "wh. 
_  ._    .  ..ly  i»loolal«d  toaSlfc  

irtaof  lla  BeeHiilT,  would  betopaaatba  Uoe  which  elr> 
^,^, ..^_l . .^  1,^,,^ 


v  the  law  le  ngt  piohlbitad, 
»  may  at  the  objeota  iBtnuted 


dnilQal 

b  tba  MOTlnea  of  tba  kflal 
Ibia  or  Uwt  nutianlar  »wa 
prlHI«He,ar  aiampUoa,  la  "  Beceewrr  ana  proper"  to  em 
ble  tba  bask  to  dieeharn  Ita  dntlta  to  the  OorarBHinl 
aod  from  their  daoWaB  ihara  le  bo  aMval  la  tba  aoarta  • 
Usdat  tbe  deeleloa  of  tbe  Supnoie  Coart,  than 
ilelBilTa  nrorlBC*  of  Cosnaiaafld  tbe  Prea 
whatharihepartleBlai&atareaoftblaBatai 
d  proper,'  la  order  lo  anaMa  Um  laak  to  pai 
latlT  asd  sBdeBtlr.  the  poblli:  dntlea  aM%B< 
.ageBt,aad  tbennire  ooBftltallonal,  or  aaai 


fiSTt,. 


ogle 
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portanoe  of  the  subject  now  before  vi.  Con- 
gress, afUr  full  deliberation  and  disoiuaion,  hu 
passed  a  bill  for  exUnding  tbe  daraUon  of  tint 
Bank  of  tile  Uaitcd  Stat«ii,  b;  deciave  majori- 
ties in  botb  Honses.  It  has  adopted  thii  meas- 
ure not  nntil  its  atteDtion  had  been  called  to 
the  Biilject  in  three  mtcoesBive  annQ&l  Ueaiiages 
of  the  FrendenL  The  bill  haviog  been  thiu 
I  by  both  HoUBeg,  and  havins  been  dnlj 


Jeotioni.  Theee  objections  go  aKainat  the 
whole  inbatanoe  of  the  law  originally  creating 
the  bank.  Thej  deny,  in  eSoeL  that  the  bank 
is  cotutitntion^ ;  they  deny  that  it  is  expe- 
dient; they  deof  tiut  it  is  neoesaary  fbr  the 
pDbUo  service. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  constitution 
gives  the  President  the  power  which  he  has 
now  exercised ;  bnt,  while  the  power  is  admit- 
ted, the  grounds  anon  which  it  has  been  exerC- 
ted  become  fit  sucuecta  of  examination.  The 
oonstitation  makes  it  the  duty  of  Congress,  in 
eases  like  this,  to  reconsider  the  jneOBiire  which 
they  have  passed,  to  weigh  the  force  of  the 
President's  otfjectionB  to  that  measure,  and  to 
take  a  new  vote  upon  the^nestion. 

Before  the  8enAt«  proceeds  to  Uiis  second 
vote,  I  propose  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
these  objections.  And,  in  the  first  pls«e,  it  is 
to  be  observed  tliat  they  are  snob  as  to  extin- 
ffniah  all  hope  that  the  prteent  bank,  or  any 
bank  at  all  resembling  it,  or  resembling  any 
known  similar  institntion,  can  ever  receive  his 
approbation.  Ee  states  no  terms,  no  qnaliflco- 
tions,  no  conditions,  no  modifioatiotts^  which 
can  reconcile  him  to  the  easential  provisions  of 
the  existing  charter.  He  is  against  the  bank, 
and  against  any  bank  constituted  in  a  manner 
Iniown  either  to  this  or  any  other  country.  One 
advantage,  therefore,  is  cert^nly  obtained  by 
presenting  him  the  bill.  It  has  oansed  his  sen- 
timents to  be  made  known.  There  is  no  longer 
any  mystery,  no  longer  a  contest  between  hope 
and  fear,  or  between  those  prophets  who  pre- 
dicted a  veto,  and  those  who  foretold  an  ap- 
proval. The  bill  is  negatived ;  the  President 
has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  bank ;  and  the  conntry  mnst  pre- 
pare itself  to  meet  that  change  in  its  concerns, 
which  the  expiration  of  the  charter  will  pro- 
duce, llr.  President,  1  will  not  conceal  my 
opinion  that  the  affairs  of  this  conntry  ai'e  ap- 
proaching an  important  and  dangerous  crisis. 
At  the  very  moment  of  almost  unparalleled 
general  prosperity,  there  appears  an  nnacoonnt^ 
able  disposition  to  destroy  the  most  useful  and 
most  approved  institutions  of  the  Government. 
Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
national  happiness,  that  some  are  fotmd  openly 
to  quesljon  the  advantages  of  the  constitution 
itself;  many  more  ready  to  embarrass  the  exer- 
cise of  its  Jnst  power,  weaken  its  aathority,  and 
undermine  its  fonndations.  How  far  utese 
notions  may  be  carried,  it  is  impossible  yet  to 
say.    We  have  before  us  the  practical  result  of 


one  of  tliem.    The  bank  hu  fallen,  or  is  ts 

It  is  now  certain  that,  without  a  change  in 
our  public  cooncilB,  this  l>ank  will  not  be  toa- 
tinued,  nor  will  any  other  l>e  established,  which, 
according  to  the  general  sense  and  lonKoage  of 
mankind,  can  be  entitled  to  the  name.  In  um» 
years  and  nine  months  from  the  prceent  mo- 
ment, the  charter  of  the  bank  expires ;  withia 
tliet  period,  therefore,  it  must  wind  dd  its  eoo- 
oems.  It  most  call  in  its  debts,  withdraw  iti 
bills  from  circnlation,  and  cease  Irom  aD  iti 
ordinary  operations.  All  this  is  to  be  done  ia 
three  years  and  nine  months ;  becanee,  ahbtngb 
there  is  a  provision  in  the  charter  r^>d«tinf  it 
lawful  to  n»e  the  corporate  name  for  two  yesi 
after  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  yet  this  ii 
allowed  only  for  the  purpose  of  aoits,  and  to 
the  sale  of  the  estate  itetonging  to  the  hont^ 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  The  whola 
active  business  of  the  bank,  its  custody  of  pub- 
lic deposits,  its  transfers  of  pnblio  moneys,  iti 
dealing  in  exchange,  all  its  loans  and  discoont^ 
and  sU  its  issues  of  bills  for  circnlatiwi,  mntf 
cease  and  determine  on  or  Itefore  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1838 ;  and,  within  the  same  period,  its 
debts  must  l>e  collected,  as  no  new  contract  can 
be  made  with  it,  as  a  corporation,  for  the  re- 
newal of  loans,  or  dieoonnt  of  uot«a  or  bills, 
after  that  time. 

The  President  is  of  opinion  that  this  tine  is 
long  enough  to  close  the  conoenis  of  the  insti- 
tution without  inconvenience.  His  language 
is:  "The  time  allowed  the  bank  to  cloee  ia 
concerns  is  ample,  and,  if  it  has  been  well  mon- 
a^,  its  pressure  will  be  light,  and  heavy  only 
in  case  its  management  has  been  bad.  I^  there- 
fore, it  shall  produce  distress,  the  fault  will  bs 
Ua  own."  Sir,  this  is  all  no  more  than  genial 
statement,  without  fact  or  argument  to  aappoit 
it.  We  know  what  the  management  c^  the 
bank  has  been^and  we  know  the  present  state 
ofitsaffure,  Wecon  judge,  therefore,  whether 
it  be  probable  that  its  capital  can  be  all  eallad 
in,  and  the  circnlation  of  its  bills  withdrawn, 
in.three  years  and  nine  nfonths,  by  any  ^aera- 
tion or  nnidence  in  management,  without  pro- 
dncing  distress.  The  bank  bos  disoonnled  lib- 
erally, in  compliance  with  the  waota  of  the 
community.  The  amount  due  to  it  on  loan* 
and  discounts,  in  certun  large  divi^ons  of  the 
cotintry,  is  great ;  so  great,  tliat  I  do  not  pw- 
cBive  how  any  man  con  believe  that  it  can  be 
paid  within  the  time  now  limited,  without  dis- 
tress. Let  us  look  at  known  facts.  Thirty 
millions  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  are  now  out, 
on  loans  and  disconntB,  in  the  States  on  the 
Miswssippi  and  its  waters :  ten  of  these  millions 
on  the  discount  of  bills  of  exchange,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  twenty  millions  loaned  on 
promissory  notes.  Now,  sir,  how  is  it  posnUa 
that  this  vast  amount  can  be  collected  in  so 
short  a  period,  without  sufifering,  by  any  man- 
agement whatever!  We  are  to  remember  that 
when  the  collection  of  this  debt  b^ne,  at  tl»t 
same  time  the  existing  mediom  <d  paymea^ 


Jui-T,  ISSSL] 
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tbmt  ia,  the  drenlitiDa  of  the  bilU  of  the  bank, 
will  begin  also  to  be  restruned  and  withdrawn, 
and  thus  tiie  meana  of  pa;niient  most  be  limited 
jDst  when  the  necesritr  of  matiDg  pBymeat  be- 
oomes  preemng.  The  whole  debt  is  to  be  paid, 
and  within  the  same  time  the  whole  droolatioii 
withdrawn. 

The  looal  banlu,  where  there  are  aaob,  will 
be  able  to  aflbrd  little  aasiBtonoe ;  beoanse  the^ 
thaniHelyM  will  feel  a  fhll  share  of  the  presmire. 
Tbej  will  not  be  in  a  oondltion  to  extend  their 
disconnta;  bnt,  ia  all  probability,  obliged 
onrtoil  them.  Whence,  then,  are  the  meuiB  to 
Mme  for  paying  this  debt,  and  in  what  medium 
is  payment  to  be  madet  If  all  this  jdkj  be 
done,  with  bnt  slight  preeanre  on  the  eoramn- 
nity,  wliat  oonrae  of  condaoC  is  to  aocomplish 
itt  How  is  it  to  be  doae  i  What  other  thirty 
mlllioiiH  are  to  supply  the  place  of  theee  tliirty 
millions,  now  to  be  called  fn!  What  other 
oiroolation  or  medium  of  payment  is  to  be 
adopted,  in  the  place  of  the  bills  of  the  baok  i 
The  Jfeaaage  following  a  dngular  strain  of  ar- 
gument which  had  been  nsed  in  this  Honse,  has 
a  lond  lamentation  upon  the  saflering  of  the 
Western  Stetea,  on  account  of  their  being 
obliged  to  naj  even  interest  on  this  debt    This 

Cment  of  interest  is,  ittiel^  represented  as  ex- 
sting  their  means,  and  rainons  to  their  pros- 
perity. Bnt  if  the  interest  cannot  be  paid 
wtthont  preasnre,  nan  iioth  interest  and  pnnol- 
ml  be  paid  in  four  years  without  pressnrel 
llie  troth  is,  the  interest  has  been  pua,  is  paid, 
and  may  continne  to  be  pud  without  any  pres- 
sure at  all;  because  the  money  borrowed  is 
profitably  employed  by  those  who  borrow  it, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  which  they  pay  is  at 
least  two  per  cient.  lover  than  the  actnal  value 
of  money  in  that  part  of  the  country.    But  to 

Kf  the  whole  prineipal  in  less  than  four  years, 
ling,  at  the  same  time,  the  existing  and  ao- 
enstomed  means  and  facUitieB  of  payment  cre- 
ated by  the  bank  itself,  and  to  do  this  wtthnnt 
extreme  embarrawment,  without  absolnte  dis- 
tren,  ia,  in  my  judgment,  impossible.  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  say,  that,  ia  this  veto  travels  to  the 
West,  tt  will  depreciate  the  value  of  every 


man's  property,  from  the  Atlantic  Stat«s 
capital -of  Missouri.    Its  effbcts  will  be  felt 


the  price  of  lands,  the  great  and  leading  article 
of  Western  property ;  in  the  price  of  crops ; 
in  the  products  of  labor ;  In  the  repression  of 
eoterpnse ;  and  in  embarrassment  to  every 
kind  of  business  and  occupation.  I  take  this 
opinion  strongly,  because  I  have  no  doubt  of  its 
truth,  and  am  willing  its  correctness  should  be 
Jnd^  by  the  event.  Without  personal  ac- 
qaomtance  with  the  West«rQ  States,  I  know 
enough  of  their  condition  to  be  satisSed  with 
what  I havepredioted  must  happen.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  West  are  rich,  bat  their  riches  con- 
sist in  their  immense  quantities  of  excellent 
land,  in  the  products  of  these  lands,  and  in  tbeir 
spirit  of  enterprise.  Theaetoal  value  of  money, 
or  rate  of  interest,  with  them  is  high,  because 
their  pecuniary  capital  bears  little  proportion 


to  their  landed  iotm^st  At  an  average  rate, 
money  ia  not  worth  leas  than  eight  per  cent, 
per  annum  throughout  the  whole  Western 
conntry,  notwithstanding  that  it  has  now  a 
loan,  or  an  odvanoe,  trota  the  bank  of  tlurtj 
millions,  at  six  per  cent.  To  call  in  this  loan 
at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  a  year,  in  addition 
to  the  interest  on  the  whole,  and  to  take  away, 
at  the  same  time,  that  droulation  which  eon- 
stitates  so  great  a  portion  of  the  medium  of 
payment  throughout  that  irhole  region,  is  au 
operation  whidi,  however  wisely  oondnoted, 
cannot  bnt  inflict  a  blow  on  the  community  ^ 
tremendous  foree  and  frightful  oonaequenoea. 
The  thing  cannot  be  done  withont  distress 
bankmptey,  and  ruin  to  many.  If  the  President 
had  seen  any  practicable  manner  in  which  tiiis 
change  might  be  effected,  without  prodooiog  - 
these  consequences,  he  would  have  rendered 
infinite  service  to  the  eommnnity  by  pointing 
it  ont.  But  be  has  pointed  out  nothmg,  he  has 
suggested  nothing;  lie  contents  himself  with 
saying,  withont  giving  any  reason,  that  if  the 

fressnre  be  heavy,  the  fault  will  be  the  bank's. 
hope  this  is  not  merely  an  attempt  to  fbrestall 
opinion,  and  to  throw  on  the  bank  the  respon- 
sibility of  those  evils  which  threaten  the  coun- 
try, for  the  sake  of  removing  it  from  himself. 

The  responsibility  justly  lies  with  him,  and 
there  it  ought  to  remun.  A  great  m^ority  of 
the  people  are  satisfied  with  the  bank  as  it  is, 
and  aefflrous  that  it  should  be  continued.  They 
wished  no  change.  The  strength  of  this  public 
sentiment  has  carried  the  bill  uirongh  Congresa, 
against  all  the  influence  of  the  Administration, 
and  all  the  power  of  organized  party.  But  the 
President  has  undertaken,  on  hia  own  responsi- 
bility, to  arrest  the  measure,  by  reftasing  his 
assent  to  the  bill.  He  is  answerable  for  the 
oonsequencefl,  therefore,  which  neoeesarily  fol- 
low the  change  which  the  expiration  of  tlie 
bank  charter  may  produce :  and  if  these  oon- 
seqnences  shall  prove  disastrous,  they  can  &irly 
be  ascritted  to  his  policy  only,  and  to  the  pol- 
icy of  his  Administration. 

As  to  the  time  of  passing  this  bill,  It  would 
em  to  be  the  last  thing  to  be  thought  of  as  a 

Sound  of  objection  by  the  President ;  since, 
>m  the  date  of  bis  first  Uessage  to  the  present 
time,  he  has  never  failed  to  oaJl  our  attention 
to  the  subject  with  all  possible  apparent  ear- 
nestness. 80  early  as  December,  188U,  in  his 
Message  to  the  two  Uonsea,  be  declares  that  he 
mot,  in  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  too 
present  the  subject  to  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  evils  resulting  from  predpitanoy,  in  a  meas- 
ure involving  such  important  principles  and 
such  deep  peonniary  Interests,"  Aware  of  this 
early  invitation  given  to  Oongreas  to  take  up 
the  subject,  by  the  President  himself,  the  writ«r 
of  the  Message  seems  to  vary  the  ground  of  ob- 
jection, and,  instead  of  complaining  that  the 
time  of  bringing  forward  tnis  measure  was 
premature,  to  insist,  rather,  that  after  the  re- 
port of  tite  committee  of  Oia  other  Hotue^  th« 
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bank  Bhonld  have  witfadrAwn  ita  application  for 
the  present  I  Bat  that  report  o^ra  no  Just 
ground,  snrelj,  for  such  wiutdrawal.  The  sub- 
ject was  before  Coneress ;  it  was  for  Congrew 
to  decide  upon  it,  with  all  the  light  shed  bj  the 
report ;  ana  the  qnestion  of  postponement  was 
lost,  having  been  made  in  botn  Houses,  bj 
clear  m^oritiee  in  each.  Under  soch  circam- 
stanees,  it  would  hare  been  somewhat  ringular, 
to  sa;  the  least,  if  the  bank  itself  had  with- 
drawn its  applioation.  It  is  indeed  known  to 
everybody,  that  the  report  of  the  coniinittee, 
or  anj  thing  contained  in  that  report,  was  Yerj 
little  relied  on  by  the  opposers  of  the  reoewBl. 
If  it  has  been  discovered  elsewhere  that  that 
report  contained  matt«r  important  in  itself,  or 
which  shonld  have  led  to  further  inquiry,  it 
may  be  proof  of  superior  sagacity ;  but  cer- 
tainly no  soch  thing  was  diaceraed  by  either 
House  of  Oongress. 

But,  sir,  do  we  not  now  see  that  It  was  lime, 
and  high  time  to  press  this  bill,  and  to  »end  it 
to  the  President  1  Does  not  the  event  toach  us 
that  the  measure  was  not  brought  forward  one 
moment  too  earlft  The  time  had  come  when 
the  people  wished  to  know  the  deoiMon  of  the 
Administration  on  the  question  of  the  bank. 
Wbj  conceal  it,  or  postpone  its  declaratjon  ? 
Why,  as  in  regard  to  the  tariff  give  one  set  of 
opinions  for  the  North,  and  another  for  the 
South  t 

An  important  election  Is  at  hand,  and  the 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  is  a  pending  olyeot 
of  great  int«reet,  and  some  excitement.  Shonld 
Dot  the  opinions  of  men  high  in  office,  and  can- 
didates for  re-election,  be  known,  on  this  as  on 
other  important  public  questions?  Certainly, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  are  not  yet  mere  man -worshippers,  that 
they  do  not  choose  their  rulers  without  some 
regard  to  their  political  principles,  or  politloal 
opmions.  Were  they  to  do  this,  it  would  be 
to  subject  themselves  voluntarily  to  the  evils 
wbi(^  the  hereditary  transmission  of  power, 
independent  of  all  personal  qnalificationt,  in- 
flicts on  other  nations.  They  will  jud^  their 
public  servants  by  their  acts,  and  conimue,  or 
withhold,  dieir  confidence,  as  they  shall  tbink 
it  meriteo,  or  as  they  shall  think  it  forfeited.  In 
every  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  moment  had 
arrived,  when  it  became  the  duty  of  Oongress 
to  come  to  a  result  in  regard  to  this  highly  im- 
portant measure.  The  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the. interest  of  the  people,  the  clear  and 
indisputable  voice  of  public  opiuion,  all  called 
npon  Congress  to  act  without  farther  loss  of 
time.  It  has  acted,  and  its  not  has  l>een  neg- 
atived by  the  President;  and  this  result  of 
the  proceedings  here  places  the  question,  with 
all  its  connections  and  all  its  incidents,  fully 
before  the  people. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  Qovemment 
It  has  been  tbooght  desirable  to  invite,  rather 
than  to  repel,  the  introduction  of  foreign  o^i- 
ital.  Our  stocks  have  all  been  open  to  foreign 
■otMCriptions,  and  the  State  banks,  in  like  nun- 


ner,  are  IVee  to  foreign  owner^p.  Whatever 
State  has  created  a  debt,  has  been  willing  that 
foreignerv  should  beootue  purchssere,  and  de- 
sirous of  it.  How  long  is  it,  sir,  rancc  Cob- 
grsM  itself  paseed  a  law,  vesting  new  powen 
m  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  over  the 
oitisa  in  this  District,  for  the  very  pnrpoM  al 
iccrearirg  tbeir  credit  abroad,  the  btiter  to 
enable  them  to  borrow  money  to  pay  tb^r  snb- 
seriptjons  to  the  Obeaapeake  and  Ohio  Caaall 
It  is  easy  to  aay  that  there  is  danger  to  Hbef^, 
danger  to  independallo^  iti  a  bank  optai  to  m- 
eign  stockholders — because  it  is  easy  to  say  any 
thing.      But   neither   reason  aor  experioM* 

E roves  any  snch  danger.  The  fordgD  atoct 
older  cannot  be  a  director.  Has  no  voice  enn 
in  the  choice  of  directors.  His  money  is  placed 
entirely  in  the  mana^jement  of  the  direeton 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  mod  by 
the  American  stockholders.  So  far  as  then  ii 
dependence,  or  influence,  either  way,  it  ■■  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  foreign  stockholder. 
He  has  parted  wiA  the  control  over  his  own 
property,  instead  of  exercising  control  ov«'  tk« 
property  or  over  the  actions  of  others.  And, 
sir,  let  it  now  be  added,  in  further  anawerto 
this  whole  class  of  objections,  that  experience 
has  abundantly  confuted  them  all.  Thia  Oov- 
omment  has  existed  forty-Uiree  years,  and  has 
maintained,  in  full  l>e)ng,  and  operatioa,  i 
bank,  such  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  renewed, 
for  thirty-«z  years  out  of  the  forty-three.  Te 
have  never  for  a  moment  had  a  l>ank  not  sub- 
ject to  every  one  of  these  objectionB.  Always 
foreiguMS  mi^t  be  stockholders ;  ^ways  fbr> 
eign  stock  has  been  exempt  from  State  taxa- 
tion, as  much  as  at  present ;  alw^a  tii«  aaiaa 
power  and  privilc^^ ;  always  all  that  which  a 
now  called  a  "monopoly,"  a  " gratoifrr',''  a 
"present,"  has  been  possosscd  by  the  bank. 
And  yet  there  has  been  found  no  dangu"  to  lib- 
erty, no  introduction  irf  fordgn  inflnenoe,  and 
no  acoumolation  of  iirespontible  power  in  a 
few  hands.  I  cannot  but  hope^  therefore,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  now 
yield  up  tbw"  Judgment  to  those  notioos,  wtudi  ' 
would  reverse  all  our  past  experience,  and  per- 
suade us  to  discontinue  a  nseftil  institntio^ 
from  the  influence  of  vague  and  nnfoundea 
declamation  against  its  danger  to  the  pnbfio 
lilientes. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  President's  constitutional  oltjections  to  the 
bank ;  and  I  cannot  forliear  to  say,  in  repaid 
to  them,  that  be  appears  to  me  to  have  as- 
sumed very  extraordinary  grounds  of  reascn- 
ing.  He  denies  that  the  constitutionality  erf  the 
bank  in  a  settied  queerion.  If  it  be  not,  will  it 
ever  become  so,  or  what  disputed  queMim  can 
be  settled!  I  have  already  observed,  that  te' 
thirty-sii  years  out  of  the  forty-three,  during 
which  the  Government  has  been  in  being,  a 
bank  has  existed,  such  as  is  now  pnqxieed  to 
be  continued. 

As  early  as  1791,  after  great  deliberatiaa, 
the  first  bank  cliart«r  was  pused  by  Congni^ 
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and  approved,  bj  Preudeot  WitshinghHi,  It 
estsblisiied  'bq  imtitation,  resembling^  in  all 
thioga  now  objeoted  to,  Uie  present  bank.  That 
bant,  like  this,  ooald  tske  Iand«  in  pafment  of 
its  debts ;  that  charter,  like  the  present,  gave 
tiis  States  no  power  of  ttucatioa ;  it  allowed 
foreigners  to  hold  stock,  it  restruned  Congraw 
from  oreBting  other  banks.  It  gave,  aUo,  ex- 
(dasive  privileges,  and  in  all  particuhirs  it  was, 
aooording  to  the  dootriuea  of  the  Ueasage,  as 
objectionable  as  that  now  existing.  The  bank 
oontinned  twenty  years.  In  1816,  the  present 
inatitatioQ  was  established,  and  has  been  ever 
Binoe  in  full  operatioo.  Now,  sir,  the  question 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  creUe  sncn  inati- 
tatjooe  has  been  contested  in  ever;  manner 
laown  to  DDF  constitntioQ  and  laws.  The 
fornka  of  the  Gkivernment  furnish  no  new  mode 
in  which  to  try  this  qaestion.  It  has  been  dis- 
COBsed  over  and  over  again,  in  Oongress :  it  has 
been  argned  and  solemnly  ai^ndged  in  the  Su- 
preme Oourt ;  every  President,  except  the 
preeent,  has  considered  it  a  settled  question; 
msny  of  the  BtaXa  Legislatures  have  instructed 
th«ir  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bank ;  the  tri- 
bmutls  of  the  States,  in  every  instance,  have 
snpported  its  oonEtitntionallty ;  and,  beyond 
all  Qonbt  and  dispute,  the  general  public  opin- 
ion of  the  eountry  has  at  all  times  given,  and 
does  now  {^ve,  its  fall  sanction  and  ^proba- 
tion to  the  eierciae  of  this  power  as  Deing  a 
constitutional  power.    There  has  been  no  opiu- 


KTMS,  by  any  Freudent,  or  by  any  respectable 
Jodicial  tribonaL  Now,  sir,  if  this  practice  of 
near  forty  years,  if  tJieee  repeated  exertions  of 
the  power,  if  thb  solenin  at^ndication  of  the 
Boprerae  Oourt,  with  the  ooncnrrenoe  and  ap- 
probation of  public  opinion,  do  not  setde  the 
^tion,  how  is  any  question  ever  to  be  set- 
about  which  any  one  may  choose  to  ruse 
a  donbtl  The  argaroent  of  the  Message,  upon 
the  OMigreaBional  precedents,  is  either  a  bold 
and  pttw  fallacy,  or  else  it  is  an  assertion  with- 
out pmob,  and  agunatknown  facts.  The  Mes- 
sage admita  that,  in  17S1,  Congress  decided  in 
fiivor  of  a  bank ;  bnt  it  adds  that  another  Oon- 
greea,  in  1811,  decided  against  it.  Now,  if  it 
be  meant,  that,  in  1811,  CunercBS  decided 
uainst  the  btuik  on  constitutional  ground,  then 
the  aaaertion  is  wholly  incorrect  and  against 
BotoriouH  lacts.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
many  members  in  both  Bouses  voted  against 
the  bank  in  1811,  who  had  no  doubt  at  all  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  Ctengreas.  They 
were  entirely  governed  by  other  reasons  given 
at  the  time.  I  appeal,  sir,  to  the  honorable 
member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  who  was 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  and  voted  agunat 
the  bank,  whether  he,  and  others  who  were  on 
the  same  side,  did  not  give  those  volee  on  other 
well-known  grounds,  and  not  at  all  on  the  con- 
stitntional  gronnd. 

[Mr,  SiuTH  here  rose,  and  s^d  that  he  voted 
against  the  bank  in  1811,  bnt  not  at  all  cm 
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constitutional  groonds,  and  had  no  doubt  such 
was  the  case  with  other  members.] 

We  all  know,  sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  the  &ot 
to  be  as  the  gentleman  'from  Maryland  has 
stated  it.  Every  man  who  recollects,  or  who 
has  read  the  political  occurrences  of  that  day, 
knows  it.  Therefore,  if  the  Message  intends  to 
say  that,  in  1811,  Oongress  denied  Die  existence 
of  any  such  constitutional  power,  the  declara- 
tion is  unwarranted — is  altogether  at  variance 
with  the  &cts,  I^  on  the  other  hand,  it  only 
intends  to  say  that  Congress  decided  against 
the  propoffltion  then  before  it,  on  some  other 
grounds,  then  it  alleges  tliat  which  is  nothing 
at  all  to  the  purpose.  The  argument,  then, 
either  assumes  for  truth  that  which  is  not  true, 
or  else  the  whole  statement  is  immaterial  and 
fotile.  But,  whatever  value  others  may  attach 
U>  this  argument,  the  Message  thinks  so  hitflUy 
of  it,  that  it  proceeds  to  repeat  it  "  One  Con- 
gress," it  says,  "in  1815,  decided  against  a 
l>ank;  another,  in  1816,  decided  in  its  favor. 
There  is  nothing  in  precedent,  therefore,  whieh, 
if  its  authority  were  admitted,  ought  to  weigh 
in  favor  of  the  act  before  me."  New,  sir,  ^ee 
it  is  known  to  the  whole  country,  one  cannot  but 
wonder  how  it  should  remain  ui^known  to  the 
President,  that  Congress  did  not  decide  against 
a  bank  in  181S.  On  the  contrary,  that  very 
Congrees  passed  a  bill  for  creating  a  bank  by 
very  large  m^orities.  In  one  form,  it  is  true, 
the  bill  ^ed  in  the  Hoose  of  Representatives, 
but  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  the  bill  recom- 
mitted, and  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  to  thirty-nine.  There  is, 
therefore,  not  only  no  solid  ground,  but  not 
even  any  plaosible  pretence,  for  the  assertion 
that  Congress,  in  ISIG,  decided  against  the 
bank,  'niat  very  Congress  passed  a  bill  to 
create  a  bank,  and  its  decision,  therefore,  is 
precisely  the  other  way,  and  is  a  direct  practi- 
cal precedent  in  &vor  of  the  oonstitutJonal 
power.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a  constitu- 
tional argnment,  which  deals  in  this  way  with 
historical  facts  t  When  the  Messa^  declares, 
as  it  does  declare,  that  there  is  nothing  in  prec- 
edent which  ought  to  weigh  in  favor  of  the 
power,  it  seta  at  naught  repeated  acta  of  Con- 
gress affirming  the  power,  and  it  also  states 
other  acts  which  werc^  in  fact^  and  which  are 
well  known  to  have  been  directly  the  re- 
verse of  what  the  Message  represents  them. 
There  is  not,  ur,  the  slightest  reason  to  think 
that  any  Senate,  or  any  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tlves,  ever  assembled  under  the  constitution, 
contained  a  m^ority  that  doubted  the  constitu- 
tional existence  of  the  power  of  Oongress  to 
establish  a  bank.  Whenever  the  question  has 
arisen,  and  has  been  decided,  it  has  been 
always  decided  one  wiiy.  The  legislative  prece- 
dents all  assert  and  maintein  the  power;  and 
these  legislative  precedents  have  been  the  law 
of  the  land  for  almost  forty  years.  They  settle 
the  co[iBtruction  of  the  constitution,  and  sono- 
tion  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  question  EO 
far  aa  these  ends  can  ever  be  aooompliahed  bj 
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tny  legiaUdTe  preoedenta  whatever.  But  the 
FrWident  does  not  admit  the  anthoritj  of  preo- 
«dent.  Sir,  I  have  alw&;B  foand  Uiat  those 
wbo  hsbitnaUj  denj  most  vebementlf  the  gen- 
eral force  of  precedent,  and  assert  most  Btrouglf 
the  enpremooy  of  private  opiDioa,  are  ^et,  of  all 
men,  mo{>t  tenacious  of  that  verj  antboritv  of 
precedent  whenever  it  happens  te  be  in  tneir 
favor.  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  sir,  upon  what 
STonnd,  except  that  of  precedent,  and  prece- 
dent Alone,  tne  President  ■  friends  have  placed 
his  power  of  removal  from  office.  No  anch 
power  is  given  by  the  constltation  in  Mnni, 
nor  anywhere  Intimated  thfenghont  the  whole 
of  it ;  no  paragraph  or  cUnse  of  that  instni- 
ment  reoognizee  snoh  a  power.  To  aaj  the 
least,  it  is  as  questionable,  and  has  been  as  often 
questioned,  na  the  power  of  Oongress  to  create 
a  bank ;  and,  enlightened  b;  wl^t  has  passed 
under  our  own  observation,  we  now  see  that  it 
la,  of  all  powers,  the  most  capable  of  flagrant 
abase.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  egtin,  what  becomes 
of  thia  power,  if  the  aathority  of  precedent  be 
taken  away  t  It  haa  all  along  been  denied  te 
exist.  It  is  nowhere  found  in  the  constitution, 
and  its  recent  exercise,  or,  to  call  things  by 
their  right  names,  its  recent  abuse,  has,  more 
than  any  other  single  oanse,  rendered  good 
men  either  cool  in  their  affections  towards  the 
Government  of  their  country,  or  doubtful  of  its 
long  continuance.  Yet  this  power  has  prece- 
dent, and  the  Pre^dent  exercises  it.  We 
know,  sir,  that  without  the  aid  of  that  prece- 
dent, his  sots  oonld  nevw  have  recelv^  the 
sanction  of  this  body,  even  at  a  time  when  his 
voice  was  somewhat  more  potential  here  than 
it  now  is,  or,  as  I  tmat,  ever  again  will  be. 

Does  tiie  President,  then,  reject  the  author- 
ity of  all  precedent,  except  what  is  suitable  to 
his  own  pnrposes  to  nse  t  And  does  he  use, 
withont  stint  or  measure,  sll  precedents  which 
may  angment  his  own  power,  or  gratify  his 
widies  t  Bnt  if  tlie  President  thinks  lizhtly  of 
the  authority  of  Congress,  in  construing  the 
constitution,  he  thinks  still  more  li^tly  of  the 
anthority  of  the  Supreme  OonrL  He  asserts  a 
right  of  individual  judgment  on  constitutional 
questions,  which  is  totally  inoonsietont  with 
any  proper  administration  of  the  Government, 
or  any  r^ulor  execution  of  the  laws.  Social 
disorder,  entire  uncertuctf  in  regard  to  indi- 
vidual rights,  and  individual  duties,  the  cessa' 
tjon  of  legal  snthority,  confiision,  the  dissolu- 
tion of  free  Government — rU  Uiese  are  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  principles  adopt- 
ed by  the  Messi^e,  whenever  they  shall  be 
carried  to  their  Ml  extent.  Hitherto  it  has 
been  thought  that  the  final  decision  of  oonstitn- 
tional  questions  belonged  to  the  supreme  Judi- 
cial tribunal.  The  very  nature  of  Iree  Govern- 
ment, it  has  been  supposed,  enjoins  this :  and 
our  oonsUtution,  moreover,  has  been  under- 
stood BO  to  provide,  dearly  and  expressly.  It 
is  true  that  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  has 
an  undoubted  right,  in  the  exercise  of  its  fhoo- 
tiona,  to  consider  the  oonstitntionality  of  a  law 


proposed  to  be  passed.  This  is  natniaUj  a  pert 
of  its  dnty,  and  neiUter  branch  can  be  compdkd 
to  pass  any  law,  or  do  any  other  act,  whi^  it 
deems  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  its  constitn- 
tionol  power.  The  Premdeot  has  the  sune  right 
when  a  bill  is  preeented  for  his  approval ;  for  be 
is,  donbtlesB,  oonnd  to  consider,  in  all  casM, 
whether  snch  will  be  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitution, and  whether  he  can  approve  it  ecm- 
sistentiy  with  his  oath  of  office.  But  when  s 
law  has  been  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved 
by  the  Premaent.  it  is  now  no  longer  in  the 
power,  either  of  the  same  Prewdent,  or  bis  sac- 
cessors,  to  say  whether  the  law  is  oonstitationd 
or  not.  He  is  not  at  liberty  to  diaregard  it; 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  feel  or  to  affect  "  eonrti- 
tntional  scruples,"  and  to  sit  in  Judgment  him- 
self on  the  validity  of  S  statute  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  nullify  it  if  he  bo  ohooses.  After 
a  law  has  passed  through  all  the  reqninte 
forms ;  after  it  has  received  the  requisite  legis- 
lative sanction  and  the  Executive  approval,  the 
question  of  ita  constitutionality  then  becomes  a 
judicial  question,  and  a  Judicial  question  alone; 
In  the  courts,  that  question  may  be  r^sed, 
argued,  and  a^I^^'S'^  '<  i^  "'"^  ^  adjudged  no- 
where else. 

The  Preudent  is  as  much  bound  by  the  law 
as  an;  private  citizen,  and  can  no  more  contest 
its  vfdidity  than  any  private  citizen.  He  ma; 
reftase  to  obey  the  law,  and  so  may  a  private 
citizen ;  bnt  both  do  it  at  their  own  pen],  and 
neither  of  them  can  settie  the  qneetion  of  its 
validity.  The  President  may  say  a  law  te  no- 
ooustitational,  bnt  he  is  not  the  judge.  Who 
is  to  denude  that  question  I  Tht  jndiciary, 
alone,  possesses  this  unquestionable  and  lii^ 
erto  unquestioned  right.  The  judiriary  is  tlie 
constitutional  tribunal  of  appeal,  for  the  dti- 
zens,  against  both  Congress  and  the  Kzecotiv^ 
in  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  laws.  K 
has  this  jnrisdiction  expressly  conferred  opoo 
it;  and  when  it  hsa  decided  the  question,  its 
judgment  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  all 
judgments  that  are  final,  and  from  which  there 
is  no  appeal,  be  conclusive.  Hitherto,  this 
opinion,  and  a  oorrespoudent  practice,  have 
prevailed  in  America,  with  oil  wise  and  consid- 
erate men.  If  it  were  otherwise,  there  would 
be  no  government  of  laws;  bnt  we  should  aD 
live  under  the  government,  the  mie,  the  ca^ 
prices  of  individuals.  If  we  depart  from  the 
observance  of  these  salutary  principles,  the 
Executive  power  becomes  at  once  purely  des- 
potic ;  for  the  President,  if  the  principle  and 
the  reasoning  of  the  Message  be  sound,  may 
either  execute,  or  not  execnte,  the  laws  of  tb« 
land,  according  to  his  sovereipi  pleasnre.  He 
may  refuse  to  put  into  execution  one  law,  pro- 
nounced valid  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  execute  another,  which  may 
have  been,  by  constitutional  authority,  pro- 
nounced void.  On  the  aivument  of  the  Mes- 
sage, the  President  of  the  United  States  hold^ 
nnder  a  new  pretence,  a  dispenring  power  over 
the  laws,  as  sbsolnto  as  was  daimea  by  Jamei 
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tb«  Beoond  of  £DalaDd,_  a  moiLtta  before  he  wu 
conipeDed  to  Hj  tbe  kingdom.  That;  whioh  is 
Dovr  dunwdfortheFreaident  U,  in  tmth,  noth- 
ing Ims,  and  notikinc  else,  than  the  old  dispena- 
fng  power  laaerMd  b/  the  Sinn  of  England  in 
the  worst  of  times — the  very  ciimaz,  indeed,  of 
■11  the  preposterous  pretenaiaiu  of  the  Tndor 
and  the  Stnart  races. 

Aooording  to  the  doctrines  pnt  forth  by  the 
President,  ^though  OongreBa  ma.j  have  passed 
a  lair,  and  althoogh  the  Supreme  Conrt  niaj 
have  pronODnced  it  constitutioiuL  yet  it  ifi, 
nevertheless,  no  law  at  ail,  if  be,  in  bis  good 
plessnre,  sees  fit  to  denj  its  effect ;  in  other 
words,  to  repeal  siid  sminl  it.  Sir,  no  Presi- 
dent, and  no  pnblio  man,  ever  before  advanced 
BDch  doctrines  in  the  &ce  of  the  nation.  There 
nsvar  was  before  a  moment  in  which  an;  Pres- 
ident wonld  have  been  tolerated  in  asserting 
inch  a  claim  to  daspotio  poirer.  After  Oon- 
gress  has  passed  the  law,  and  the  Snpreme 
Oonrt  has  pronounced  its  judgment  on  the  very 
point  In  controversy,  the  President  has  set  up 
nis  own  private  judgment  against  its  constitu- 
tional interpretation,  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
nr,  that  it  is  the  present  law,  it  is  the  act  of 
1816,  it  is  the  present  charter  of  the  bank, 
wbi(U)  the  Premdent  pronounces  to  be  nncon- 
Btitntional.  It  is  no  oank  to  be  created,  it  is 
no  law  proposed  to  be  passed,  whioh  he  de- 
nonnoas ;  it  is  the  law  now  existing,  passed  by 
Congress,  approved  by  President  Madison,  and 
■anctiont^  by  a  solemn  jndgment  of  the  Sn- 
preme Oonrt,  which  he  now  declares  nnconsti- 
tntionsl,  and  which,  of  course,  so  far  as  it  may 
depend  on  him,  cannot  be  executed. 

If  these  opinions  of  the  President  be  main- 
tuned,  there  is  an  end  of  all  law  and  all  Judi- 
cial anthority.  Statutes  are  bat  reoommends' 
tioua,  judgments  no  more  than  opinions.  Both 
are  equally  destitute  of  binding  force.  Such  a 
nnivenal  power  as  is  now  claimed  for  him,  a 
power  of  judging  over  the  laws,  and  over  Uie 
decisions  of  ^e  tribunal,  is  nothing  else  than 
pure  daqKttism.  If  conceded  to  him,  it  makes 
him,  at  onoe,  what  Louis  the  Fourteenth  pro- 
elaimed  himself  to  be,  when  he  said,  "  I  am  t^ie 
State." 

The  Supremo  Oonrt  has  unanimously  de- 
clared add  adjidged  that  the  existing  bank  is 
created  by  a  oanstitutional  law  of  Oongress. 
As  han  been  before  oliserved,  this  bank,  so  far 
as  the  present  question  is  concerned,  is  like 
that  which  was  established  in  1791  by  Wash- 
ington, and  sanctioned  by  the  great  men  of 
that  day.  In  every  form,  therefore,  in  whioh 
the  qneation  can  be  raised,  it  has  been  raised, 
tod  has  been  settled.  Every  process,  and  every 
mode  of  trial  known  to  the  constitution  and 
laws,  has  been  exhausted ;  and  always,  and 
without  exception,  the  validity  has  been  in 
favor  of  Uie  law.  But  all  this  practice,  all  this 
precedent,  alt  tliis  public  approbation,  all  this 
solemn  ai^ndication  direcUy  on  the  point,  is  to 
be  disregarded  and  r^ected,  and  the  oonstitu- 
tioosl  power  flaUy  denied.    And.  sir,  if  we  are 


startled  at  this  conclusion,  our  surprise  will  not 
be  lessened  when  we  examine  the  ailment  by 
which  it  is  maintamed.  By  the  constitution, 
Congress  is  authorized  to  pass  all  laws  "  neces- 
sary and  proper  "  for  carrying  its  own  legisla- 
tive powers  into  effect.  Congress  has  deemed 
a  iMink  to  be  "  necessary  and  proper  "  for  these 
pursoaes,  and  it  has,  therefore,  established  a 
bank.  But  although  the  law  has  been  passed, 
and  the  bank  established,  and  the  constitu- 
tional validity  of  its  charter  solemnly  adjudged, 
yet  the  President  pronounces  it  uncoDStitn- 
tiona],  because  some  of  the  powers  bestowed 
on  the  bank  are,  in  his  opinion,  not  necessary 
or  proper.  It  would  appe^  that  powers  which, 
in  1791  and  1816,  in  the  time  of  Washington, 
and  in  the  time  of  Madison,  were  deemed  "  ne- 
cessary and  proper,"  are  no  longer  to  be  so 
r^arded,  and  therefore  the  bank  is  nnconstitu- 
tionaL  It  has  really  come  to  this,  that  the 
ooostitutionality  of  a  bank  is  to  depend  upon 
the  opinion  which  one  particular  man  may 
form  of  the  utility  or  necessity  of  some  of  the 
clauses  of  its  charter.  If  that  iudividoal 
chooses  to  think  that  a  particular,  power  con- 
tained in  the  charter  is  not  necessary  to  the 
proper  constitution  of  the  bank,  then  me  act  ia 
unconstitutional 

Hitherto  it  has  always  been  supposed  that 
the  question  was  of  a  very  diiferent  nature.  It 
has  been  thought  that  the  policy  of  granting  a 
particular  charter  may  be  materially  dependent 
on  the  structure,  and  organization,  and  powers. 
of  the  proposed  institution.  But  its  general 
constitutionality  has  never  before  been  under- 
stood to  turn  on  such  points.  This  would  be 
making  its  constitutionality  depend  on  snbordi- 
nate  questions,  on  questions  of  expediency,  and 
questions  of  detail ;  upon  that  which  one  man 
may  think  necessary,  and  another  may  not.  If 
the  constitutiooal  qneation  were  made  to  hinge 
on  matters  of  this  kind,  how  could  it  ever  be 
decided?  All  would  depend  on  co^jectare,  on 
the  complexional  feeling,  on  the  prejudices,  on 
the  passions  of  individuals ;  <»:  more  or  less 
practical  skill,  or  correct  judgment,  in  regard 
to  banking  operations,  among  tnose  who  should 
be  the  Judges ;  on  the  impulse  of  momentary 
interest,  party  objects,  or  personal  purposes. 
Put  the  question,  in  this  manner,  to  a  court-of 
seven  Judges,  to  decide  whether  a  particnlar 
bank  was  constitutional,  and  it  might  ne  doubt- 
ful whether  they  coutd  come  to  any  result,  as 
they  might  well  hold  very  vsiious  opinions  on 
the  practical  utility  of  many  clauses  of  the 
charter. 

The  question,  in  that  case,  wonld  be,  not 
whether  the  bank,  in  its  general  fVame,  charac- 
ter, and  ot^ects,  was  a  proper  instrument  to 
canj  into  effect  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  bnt  whether  the  particular  powers, 
direct  or  incidental,  conferred  on  a  particnlar 
bank,  were  better  calculated  than  all  others  to 
give  success  to  its  operations.  For  if  not,  then 
the  charter  would  be  unwarranted,  according 
to  this  sort  of  reasoning,  by  the  constitution. 
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Thia  mode  of  constniiDg  the  conatitatjim  ia  oer- 
tiuulj  &  novel  diBcover;f .  Its  merita  belong  eo- 
tirel7  to  the  FreBideot  and  hU  idvbere.  Ao- 
eording  to  this  role  of  ioterpretiilion,  if  tlia 
F^ident  sbonld  be  of  opioioii  that  the  capitAl 
of  the  banlc  was  larger,  by  a  thoosand  dolWs, 
than  it  ought  to  be ;  or  that  the  time  for  the 
oontinuaace  of  the  charter  was  a  jeax  too 
long ;  or  that  it  was  aiuec^Mry  to  reauire  it, 
under  penalty,  to  paj  specie  ^   or  neealees  to 

Sirovide  for  punishing,  u  foi^ry,  the  counter- 
eitjns  of  ita  bills;  either  of  tbeae  reasons 
woold  be  Bofflcient  to  render  tbe  charter,  in  his 
opinion,  nucoustitntional,  invalid,  and  nogo- 
tory.  This  is  a  legitimate  conclusion  from  Die 
oivameot  Suob  a  view  of  the  subiect  has  oer- 
taiDly  never  before  been  taken.  This  strtun  of 
reasoning  has  hitherto  not  been  heard  within 
the  Halls  of  Oongresa,  nor  has  any  one  ven- 
tured npon  it  b^ore  the  tribunals  of  Jnstdce. 
The  first  exhibition  its  first  appearance,  as  an 
argumeot,  is  in  a  Message  of  the  President  of 
tbe  United  Stat«fl.  According  to  that  mode  of 
ooDStruing  the  conatitntion,  whiob  was  adoptod 
by  Congress  in  1791,  and  approved  by  Wash- 
ington, and  wMoh  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Jndgment  of  the  Supreme  Ooort,  and  affirmed 
by  the  practice  of  near  forty  years,  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  consdtationality  of  the  bank  in- 
volves two  inquiries :  first,  whether  a  bonk,  in 
its  general  character,  and  with  regard  to  the 
genera]  objects  with  which  banks  are  nsnally 
connected,  be,  in  itself,  a  fit  means,  a  suitable 
instrument,  to  oarry  mto  effect  uie  powers 
granted  to  tbe  OovemmenL  , 

If  it  be  so,  then  the  second,  and  the  cfily 
other  question  is,  whether  tie  powers  j^ven  in 
a  partioular  charter  are  appropriate  for  a  baikk. 
If  they  are  powers  which  are  appropriate  for  a 
bank,  powers  which  Congress  may  f^rly  con- 
sider to  be  useful  to  the  bank  or  the  country, 
then  Congress  may  confer  these  powers;  b^ 
oanse  the  discretion  to  be  exercisaa  in  framing 
tbe  constitution  of  tbe  bank  belongs  to  Gon- 
grees.  One  nuw  may  think  the  granted  pow- 
ers not  indispensable  to  the  particular  bank; 
another  ma;  suppose  tbera  ii^jndicions,  or  ii^n- 
rioas ;  a  third  may  imagine  that  otiier  powers, 
if  granted  in  their  steo^  wonld  be  more  bene- 
fioml ;  bat  all  these  are  matters  of  expediency, 
about  which  men  may  difier;  and  the  power 
of  deciding  upon  them  belongs  to  Congress. 
I  again  repeat,  sir,  that  H,  for  reasons  ix  this 
kind,  tbe  President  sees  fit  to  negative  a  bill, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  inexpedient  or  im- 
politic, ho  has  a  right  to  do  so ;  but  remember, 
ur,  that  we  are  now  on  tbe  constitutional  ques- 
tion. Remember,  that  the  argument  of  the 
President  is,  that  bccanse  powers  were  given 
to  tbe  bank  by  the  chart«r  of  181S,  which  he 
thinks  not  necesssory,  that  charter  is  nnconsti- 
tntional.  Now,  air,  it  will  hardly  be  denied, 
or  rather  it  was  not  denied  or  doubted  before 
this  Message  came  to  ns,  that,  if  there  was  to 
be  a  bonk,  the  powers  and  duUes  of  that  bank 
most  be  prescribed  in  the  law  creating  iL    Ko- 


body  but  CongresB,  it  has  been  thoogbt,  eodl 
grant  these  powers  and  privileges,  or  prcMtUw 
ueir  limitations.  It  is  tme,  indeed,  tiM,  tte 
Message  pretty  plainly  Intimates  that  tb«  Ptms- 
dent  snould  have  been  first  oonsnited,  and  tU 
he  shonld  have  had  tbe  firaming  of  Uie  biD; 
but  we  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  that  order  <tf 
things,  in  enacting  laws,  nor  do  I  know  a 
paraTlel  to  this  clum,  tbns  now  broo^t  ftr- 
ward,  except  that,  in  tome  pecnlior  caaes  in 
England,  highly  affecting  tbe  royal  preragir 
tives,  the  assent  of  the  monarch  is  neceesaiy, 
before  either  tbe  House  of  Peers  or  hia  Majes- 
ty's futhful  Commons  are  permitted  to  mt 
npon  tbe  snlQect,  or  to  entertiun  its  oonndera- 
tion.  But  supposbg,  sir,  that  our  aocnsttHDsd 
forms  and  onr  repuUicon  principles  ore  stilt  to 
tie  followed,  and  that  a  law  creating  a  Iwnk  i^ 
like  all  other  laws,  to  originate  with  Coagnm, 
and  that  the  President  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it  till  it  is  presented  for  his  approval,  tfaeo  it  is 
clear  that  tbe  powers  and  duties  of  a  propoMd 
bank,  and  t3X  tbe  terms  and  conditions  itnnen^ 
to  it,  must,  in  the  first  place,  be  settled  by  Coo- 
gresH.  This  power,  if  constitntional  at  all,  it 
only  constitutional  in  the  bands  of  Congrcaa. 
Anywhere  else,  ita  exercise  would  be  plain 
usurpation.  1(^  then,  the  aathority  to  decids 
what  powers  ooght  to  l>e  granted  to  a  bank  bs- 
long  to  Congress,  and  C<Higress  shall  have  ex- 
ercised that  power,  it  would  seem  tittle  betts 
than  absurd  to  say  that  tta  act,  nevertbelca^ 
wonld  be  imconstitntional  and  invalid,  i^  in 
the  opinion  of  a  third  party,  It  hod  miqudged, 
on  a  question  of  eipedieni^,  in  tbe  airuge- 
ment  of  details.  Aocording  to  snch  a  mode  of 
reasoning,  a  mistake  in  tbe  exercise  of  jnrisdio- 
tion  takes  away  tbe  jurisdiction.  If  Ooi^t«h 
decide  right,  Its  decision  may  stand ;  if  it  de- 
cide wrong,  its  decision  is  nugatory  ;  and, 
whether  its  deciaon  be  right  or  wroujc,  another 
is  to  Judge,  although  tbe  original  power  of 
maldng  the  decision  mnst  be  allowed  to  be 
excluMvely  in  Congress.  This  is  the  end  to 
which  the  argument  of  the  Message  wiU  coo- 
dnct  its  followers.  Sir,  in  ooosidering  the  ao- 
tliority  of  Congress  to  invest  tbe  bank  with 
the  particular  powers  granted  to  it,  the  inquiry 
is  not,  and  cannot  he.  how  ajipropriate  tbMS 
powers  are,  bat  whetner  they  be  at  all  ^pR>- 
priate ;  whetber  they  come  within  the  range  of 
ajust  and  bonestdiscretion;  whether  Congress 
may  fairly  esteem  tbem  to  be  neoessary.  Tb« 
question  is  not,  are  they  tiie  fittest  meaos,  the 
best  meana,  or  whether  tbe  bank  might  not  be 
established  without  them ;  but  tbe  qneetion  i^ 
are  they  such  as  Congress,  iona  fid^  may  havt 
r^arded  as  appropriate  to  the  end.  If  any 
ouer  rule  were  to  bo  adopted,  nothing  could 
ever  be  settled.  A  law  would  be  constita- 
tional  to-day,  and  tmconstitntional  to-morrow. 
Its  constitutionality  would  altogether  depend 
upon  individual  opinion,  on  a  matter  of  jam 
expediency.  Indeed,  such  a  case  as  that  is  now 
actually  before  us.  Mr.  Madison  deemed  tbe 
powers  given  to  tbe  bank,  in  its  present  diar- 
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ter,  proper  sod  neceseaij.  He  held  the  bank, 
tharefoK,  to  be  oonBtitntional.  Bat  the  pres- 
«Dt  President,  not  acknowledging  that  the 
power  of  deddiog  on  theee  poiabi  rests  with 
OongreM,  nor  with  OoDgress  aad  the  then 
President,  bat,  setting  np  his  own  opinions  as 
ttie  BCandard,  dedares  the  Uw  now  in  being 
BQooiutitalJonal,  because  the  powers  graatod 
by  it  are,  in  his  estimation,  not  necesear]'  and 
praper.  1  pra;fo  b«  informed,  sir,  whether, 
npon  (imilv  grounds  of  reasoning;,  the  Presi- 
dent's own  sonom*  for  a  bank,  if  OongrsM 
Bhonld  do  so  anUkel^  a  thing  as  to  adopt  it, 
wonld  n<A  become  naoonatitati<Hial  also,  if  it 
ahonld  ao  h^pen  that  Us  ancoeasor  should  hold 
his  bank  in  as  K^t  esteem  as  he  holds  those 
eatahUshed  onder  the  sn^toes  of  Washington 
andHadisou. 

If  the  reasoning  of  the  Ifeeeage  be  well 
founded,  it  ta  dear  that  the  charter  of  the  ez- 
istiiig  bank  is  not  a  law.  The  bank  has  no  legal 
existenoe;  it  is  not  responsible  to  Qovemment ; 
it  has  DO  anthorit?  to  aot ;  it  is  incapable  of 
being  an  agent ;  the  President  ma7  treat  it  as 
ft  niulitj'  to-morrow,  withdraw  from  it  all  the 
public  deposits,  and  set  afloat  all  the  existing 
Dational  arrangements  of  revenoe  and  finance. 
It  is  enODgh  to  state  these  monstroas  oonse- 
qnences,  to  show  that  the  doctrine,  principles, 
and  pretensions  of  the  Measage  are  entird; 
iaoonsisteat  with  a  QoTermnent  of  laws,  if 
that  which  Oongreas  has  enaot«d  be  not  the 
law  of  the  land,  then  the  reign  of  the  law  has 
ceased,  and  the  reign  of  indindnal  opinion  has 
■b«adjbegmi. 

What  is  called  the  "  monopoly,"  is  made  the 
•nUeot  of  repeated  r^earsol,  in  t^rms  of  spe- 
cial complwiit.  5j  this  "  monopolj  "  I  sup- 
pose b  nnderstood  the  reatriotion  contained  m 
the  dbarCer,  that  Congress  shBll  not,  daring  the 
twaoty  jeaxB,  create  another  bank.  Now,  sir, 
let  me  a^  who  wonld  think  of  oreeting  a 
bank,  inviting  stookholders  into  it,  with  large 
inveetment^  imposing  npon  it  heavy  dntiea,  as 
eoonected  with  the  GoTemment,  receiving 
some  millions  of  dollars  as  a  bonns,  or  pre- 
miom,  and  yet  retaining  the  power  of  grant- 
ing, the  next  day,  another  charter,  which 
wonld  destroy  the  whole  value  of  the  first  f 
If  tills  be  an  □□constitntional  restraint  on  Oon- 
gresa,  tiie  oonstitction  most  be  strangely  at  va- 
riance with  the  dictates  both  of  good  sense  and 
•onnd  morals.  Did  not  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  contain  a  similar  restriction! 
And  have  not  the  States  granted  bank  char- 
ters, with  a  condition  that  if  the  charter 
shonld  be  accepted,  they  would  not  grant  oth- 
erat  States  have  oertainly  done  so;  and,  in 
some  instanoas,  where  no  bonOB  or  premium 
was  paid  at  all,  bnt  from  the  mere  desire  to 
give  effect  to  the  charter,  by  indncing  individ- 
nalsto  aoeept  it,  and  organize  the  institntion. 
The  Preudent  declares  that  tliis  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the  bank ; 
bnt  that  is  the  very  thing  whi^  Congress  and 
Ills  predecessor  in  office  were  called  on  to  de- 


cide, and  which  they  did  decide,  when  t&e  one 

tassed,  and  the  other  approved  the  act  And 
e  has  now  no  more  snthority  to  prononnc«  his 
jnd^ent  on  that  act,  than  any  other  individ- 
aal  m  society.  It  is  not  his  provinoe  to  decide 
on  the  constitationality  of  statutes  which  Con- 
gress has  passed,  and  his  predecessors  approved. 
There  is  another  senllment,  in  this  part  of 
the  Message,  which  we  shonld  hardly  have  ex- 
pected to  find  in  a  paper  which  is  sapposed, 
whoever  may  have  drawn  it  np,  to  have  passed 
nnder  the  review  of  proftosional  characters. 
The  Message  declares  that  this  limitation  to 
create  no  other  bank  is  nnconstitutional,  be- 
canse,  although  Congress  may  use  the  discre' 
tion  vested  in  them,  "  that  they  may  not  limit 
the  discretion  of  their  successors."  This  rea- 
son is  alnKwt  too  snperficial  to  require  an  an- 
swer. Eve^  one  at  all  accustomed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  such  subjects,  knows  that  every 
Congress  can  bind  its  successors  to  the  sama 
extent  that  it  can  bind  itself:  tiie  power  of 
Congress  is  always  the  same ;  the  authority  ot 
law  always  the  same.  It  is  true  we  speak  of 
the  twentieth  Congress,  and  the  twenty-first 
Congress,  bnt  this  is  only  to  denote  the  period 
of  time,  or  to  mark  tiie  suooeeeive  periodical 
elections  of  its  members.  As  a  pohtio  Iwdy, 
as  the  legislative  power  of  the  Government, 
Congress  is  always  oontinnous,  always  identi- 
cal. A  particular  Gongrees,  as  we  speak  of  it, 
for  instance,  the  present  Congress,  can  no  fur- 
ther restrain  itself  ^m  doing  what  it  may 
chance  to  do  at  the  next  session,  than  it  can 
restrain  any  succeeding  Congress  frota  doing 
what  it  may  choose.  Any  Congress  may  re- 
peal the  act  or  law  of  its  predecessor,  if  in  its 
nature  it  be  repealable,  just  as  it  may  repeal  ita 
own  act ;  and  if  a  law,  or  an  act,  be  irrepeal- 
able  in  Its  nature,  it  can  no  more  be  repealed 
by  a  subsequent  Congress  than  by  that  which 
passed  tt.  All  this  is  familiar  to  everybody. 
And  Congress,  like  every  other  L^pdature, 
oft«u  passes  acts  which,  being  in  the  nature  of 
grants,  or  contracts,  are  irrepealable  ever  after- 
wards, The  Heaaage,  in  a  strain  of  argument 
which  it  is  difficult  to  treat  with  ordinary 
respect,  declares  that  this  restriction  on  the 
power  of  Congress,  as  to  the  establishment  of 
other  banks,  is  a  palpable  attempt  to  amend 
the  constitntion  by  an  act  of  legislation.  The  ■ 
reason  on  which  this  observation  purports 
to  be  founded,  is,  that  Congress,  by  the  oon- 
stitntion,  is  to  have  exclusive  legislation  over 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  when  the  bonk 
charter  declares  that  Congress  will  create  no 
new  bank  within  the  District,  it  annuls  the 
pdwer  of  exclusive  legislation  1  I  mnst  say 
that  this  reasoning  hardly  rises  high  enongh  to 
entitle  it  to  a  passing  notice.  It  would  be 
doing  too  much  credit  to  call  it  plansible.  No 
one  needs  to  be  informed  tbat  exclusive  power 
of  legislation  is  not  unlimited  power  of  legisla- 
tion ;  and,  if  it  were,  how  can  that  legislaliva 
power  be  unlimited  that  cannot  restrain  itself 
that  cannot  bind  itself  by  contract!    Whether, 
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AS  ft  OovenuDfliit,  or  bb  an  individual,  that 
being  is  fettered  and  restrained  which  )h  not 
capable  of  bioding  itself  \)j  ordinary  obliga- 
tion. Every  Legislntnre  bind«  itself  whenever 
It  makes  a  grant,  enten  into  a  contract,  b»- 
etows  aa  office,  or  does  any  other  act  or  tiling 
which  is  in  its  natnre  irrepealahle.  And  this, 
instead  of  detracting  from  its  legislative  power, 
is  one  of  the  modee  of  ezerdsing  that  power. 
And  the  legislative  power  of  Congreas  over  the 
District  of  Oolnmbia  wonld  not  be  fnll  snd 
complete  if  it  might  not  make  jnst  snch  a  stip- 
ulation as  the  bank  charter  contains. 

I  bee  leave  to  repeat,  Hr.  President,  that 
what  I  nave  now  l»en  considering  are  the  Pres- 
ident's olyeetioQs  not  to  the  ponoy  or  eTp«di- 
eucy,  bot  to  the  constitntionBlIty  of  the  bank ; 
and  not  to  the  constitiitioDality  of  any  new  or 
proposed  bank,  bat  of  the  bank  as  it  now  is, 
anil  as  it  has  long  exist«d.  If  the  President 
had  declined  t«  approve  this  bill  because  he 
tbongbt  the  original  charter  nnwiaelj  granted, 
and  the  bank,  in  point  of  policy  and  expedien- 
Vj,  objectionable  or  misohievons,  and  m  that 
view  only  had  so^eeted  the  reaBona  now  niwl 
by  him,  his  aipiment,  however  inoonolnsive, 
would  have  been  intelligible,  and  not,  in  ite 
whole  frame  and  scope,  inconsistent  with  ail 
well-establiehed  first  principles.  His  rejection 
of  the  bill,  in  that  case,  wonld  have  been,  no 
donbt,  an  extraordinary  exercise  of  power; 
bat  it  wonld  have  been,  neveriheteas,  the  eier- 
oise  of  a  power  belonging  to  his  office,  and 
trasted  by  the  conetituUon  to  his  discretion. 
But  when  he  puts  forth  an  array  of  ailments, 
■noh  as  tbe  Message  employs,  not  against  the 
expediency  of  the  bank,  bnt  against  its  oonsti- 
tntional  existence,  he  coufonnds  all  distino- 
tions,  mixes  qaeetions  of  policy  and  (^nestiona 
of  right  together,  and  tnms  ^  constitntional 
restraints  into  mere  matters  of  opinion.  As 
&r  as  its  power  extends,  either  in  its  direct 
effects,  or  as  a  precedent,  the  Ueasage  not  only 
nneettles  every  thing  whloh  has  been  settled 
trader  the  constitntiun,  bnt  wonld  show,  also, 
that  the  conetitntion  itself  is  ntterly  incapable 
of  any  fixed  constraotion,  or  definite  interpre- 
tation; and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
establishing,  by  its  authority,  any  practical  lim- 
itations on  the  powers  of  the  respective  branob- 
ee  of  the  Qovemment. 

When  the  Message  denies,  as  it  does,  the  an- 
tiiority  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  to  decide  on  con- 
sQtntional  qnestions,  it  effects,  so  far  as  the 
opinion  of  uie  President  and  his  anthority  can 
MMt,  a  complete  change  in  onr  Government. 
It  does  two  things :  first,  it  converts  a  constl- 
tational  limitation  of  power  into  mere  matters 
of  opinion,  and  then  strikes  the  Jndicisl  depart- 
ment, SB  an  eftlcient  department,  out  of  onr 
system.  Bat  the  Message  by  no  means  stops 
even  at  this  point  Having  denied  to  Congress 
the  anthority  of  Jndging  what  powers  ma;  be 
constitnliOQally  conferred  on  a  bank,  and  hav- 
ing erected  the  Jndgraect  of  the  President  him- 
gcdf  into  a  standard  by  vbich  to  try  the  oonsti- 
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tntJonal  character  of  sncfa  powers,  and  bavtag 
denounced  the  anthority  of  the  Sopreoie  Cooi^ 
and  decided  finally  on  oonatitntioDal  qaeotim^ 
the  Meessge  proceeds  to  elahn  for  tbe  Ptafr 
dent,  not  the  power  of  approval,  bat  the  ^ 
mary  power,  the  power  of  origituitiiig  Inr^ 
The  President  informs  OongreM  that  fa«  wo«U 
have  sent  them  such  a  etuuter,  if  it  twd  bcea 
properly  asked  for,  as  they  onght  to  pcMM& 
He  very  plainly  intimates  tlu^  in  bin  <^rinfoa, 
the  Mtabliahment  of  all  laws,  of  this  natvr^ 
at  least,  belongs  to  tbe  fimetiana  of  th«  Eseen- 
tlve  Government,  and  that  Congreos  oing^t  to 
have  wuted  tor  the  manifeet^on  of  the  tx- 
ecntlve  will,  before  it  preenmed  to  tonch  tke 
subject.  Soch,  Mr,  President,  stripped  of  thtir 
disgnises,  are  the  real  pretence*  set  ap  Sb  bdiilf 
of  tbe  Eiecntive  power  in  this  most  eztrawA- 
nary  paper. 

Mr.  Prerident,  w«  have  arrived  at  a  ••« 
epoch.  We  are  entering  on  exp^xneats  iritb 
the  Government  and  the  oonstitntion  of  the 
country,  hitherto  antried,  and  of  fearfhl  and 
appalling  aspect.  This  Message  caUs  ns  to  tlw 
contem^tion  of  a  ftitnre,  wbldi  little  reMB> 
hies  tbe  past.  Its  princnples  are  at  war  with 
all  that  public  opinion  has  sastained,  and  aO 
which  the  experience  of  the  Govennnent  iiM 
sanctioned.  It  denies  first  prfndples.  It  eoa- 
tradlcta  tmths  heretofore  received  as  indiqinta- 
ble.  It  denies  to  the  Judiciary  the  interpreta- 
tion of  law,  and  demands  to  divide  witli  Gea< 
grees  the  ori^nation  of  statutes.  It  extends 
Uie  grasp  of  Executive  pretension  ever  ev«y 

fower  of  the  Government  But  thie  is  not  bBi 
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sen  to  preside;  and  adopting,  for  thie  porpoac^ 
modes  of  reasoning  which,  even  oudor  the  in- 
finence  of  all  proper  feeling  towards  high  oS- 
cial  station,  it  is  dlfflonlt  to  regard  as  respeet- 
able.  It  appeals  to  every  prejndioe  which  may 
betray  men  into  a  mistaken  view  of  their  own 
interests ;  and  to  every  passion  which  may  lead 
them  to  disobey  the  impulses  of  their  nnder- 
standing.  It  urges  all  the  specious  topics  <rf 
State  rights,  and  national  encroachment,  aghast 
that  which  a  great  m^ority  of  the  States  have 
afBrmed  to  be  rightM,  and  in  which  all  of 
them  have  acqniesoed.  It  sows,  in  an  nnsper- 
ing  manner,  the  seeds  of  jealonsy  and  ill-will 
against  that  Government  of  which  its  antbor  is 
the  official  head.  It  raises  a  cry  that  liberty  is 
in  danger,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  pnts 
forth  daims  to  power  heretofore  nnknown  and 
unheard  of.  It  affects  alarm  for  the  public  free- 
dom, when  nothing  so  mnch  endangers  that 
freedom  ss  ita  own  nnparalleled  pretoiees. 
This,  even,  is  not  all.  It  manifestly  seeks  to 
influence  the  poor  against  tbe  rich.  It  wan- 
tonly attacks  whole  classes  of  the  Jieople,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  taming  against  them  the  preju- 
dices and  resentinents  of  other  claseea.  It  is  a 
State  paper  which  finds  no  topic  too  exciting 
for  its  Qse ;  no  pasaion  too  inflaminaU*  fbr  Ita 
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kddreea  and  ita  solicitation.  Soob  ie  the  Me»- 
sagB.  It  rem^ng,  now,  fur  the  peoj^  of  th« 
United  States  to  cbooae  between  tbe  principles 
here  avowed  and  their  Government.  These 
cannot  mbdat  tcwetber.  The  one  or  the  other 
mnat  be  r^eoted.  If  the  sentimante  of  tbe 
liesNge  shiiil  reoeiTe  geaerBl  wprobatioo,  the 
oonsUtnlion  will  have  perished  even  earlier 
thaa  the  m<Hnent  which  its  enemiM  oriKiQ^lt; 
allowed  for  tbe  terminatioQ  of  its  ezigtenoe. 
It  will  not  have  survived  to  its  fiflieth  jear. 

Mr.  Waira,  of  TenneBBee,  next  loee,  and 
addrwsed  tbe  Benate  as  fbUows : 

Ur.  Presidant,  pressed  aa  we  are  for  time,  I 
mnflt  oran  the  inonlgenoe  of  the  Senate,  while 
I  attempt  aome  answer  to  the  matters  nrged  b^ 
the  Senator  tn>m  Maasaehusette,  to  tbe  Meseaxe 
ftooompanying  tbe  hill  now  to  be  reconsidered. 

I  rejoice  that,  for  once,  we  have  a  doomnent 


■naceptible  of  onlj  one  interpretation.  Here- 
tofore, t^e  common  complaint  from  that  quar- 
ter has  been  that  his  important  oommuni- 
eations  were  so  worded  as  to  be  interpreted  one 
wa7  in  one  section  of  the  country,  and  in  a 
different  waj  in  anntber.  Here  it  is  admitted 
we  have  a  doooment  so  worded,  as  to  be  nn- 
derstood  everywhere  alike.  The  honorable 
Senator  thinks  this  frankness,  on  the  part  of 
the  Chief  MagtHtratA,  ought  to  be  met  in  a  cor- 
respODdinf  spirit  by  those  who  differ  from  him 
in  opinion.  Approving  of  this  ooorae,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  be  eqnallj  as  explicit,  in  what  I 
propose  to  say,  in  anawer  to  his  argnment. 

The  Senator  thinks,  if  tbe  ohuler  of  this 
bank  ti  not  renewed,  rnin  to  the  oonntry  is  to 
be  tlie  oonseqnenoe,  becaase  tbe  bank  must 
wind  up  all  ita  concerns.  This  is  nothing  bat 
the  old  argomeiit  used  in  1811,  when  the  then 
enatiog  hank  applied  for  a  renewal  of  its  char- 
ter. Dtatreas  to  the  oommnnity,  and  min  to 
the  conntry,  were  predicted  by  the  advocates 
of  tbe  bank.  The  predictiuna  were  not  verified. 
The  capital  employed  in  the  bank  was  not  an- 
nihilaled.  It  still  exiated ;  and  in  loana  to  in- 
dividaals,  or  in  some  other  sh^e,  it  was  ap- 
plied to  the  nses  of  the  oommnnity.  Debtors 
eonght  and  obtained  aooommodations  else- 
where: aa  the  notes  of  that  bank  were  with- 
drawn from  circolation,  their  places  were  sap- 
plied  by  specie,  or  tbe  paper  of  local  instita- 
tiona,  aad  little  or  no  inconvenience  was  ei- 
perieneed ;  and  snoh  will  be  tiie  case  again, 
•honld  the  charter  of  this  bank  be  allowed  to 
^pire  in  1836.  Debtors  worthy  of  credit  will 
obtain  aocommodationa  from  eiUieT  individuals 
or  other  banks,  and  discharge  their  dues  to 
this  ;  and  as  the  notes  of  this  bank  disappear, 
their  places  will  be  snpplied  by  specie,  or  the 
paper  of  other  banks,  and  tbe  mass  of  the  com- 
tnanity  wiil,  in  a  abort  time,  hardly  be  sensible 
that  the  operation  of  winding  up  has  been  per- 
formed. We  have  been  told  that,  in  the  vuley 
of  the  Mississippi  alon&  there  are  dae  to  thU 
book  thirty  miUioua  of  aoUars,  twenty  millions 


Air  loans  made,  and  ten  millions  for  domestic 
bills  of  exchange.  That  the  press  occasioned 
by  the  oolleotion  of  this  debt  wilt  be  too  severe 
to  be  borne.  The  charter  basalmoetfonr  years 
jet  to  mil,  and  then  two  years  are  aUow^  for 
collections,  making  nearly  six  years.  How 
often  have  we  been  told  daring  this  session  of 
the  general  prosperity  of  tbe  conntry,  and 
especially  that  part  of  it  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  K  theae  atat«nteata  have  any  r»- 
sembliDoe  to  the  fact,  it  onght  to  be  entirely 
within  the  power  of  these  debtora,  in  five  or  six 
years,  to  aqjust  and  pay  whatever  they  m^ 
owe.  I  mnst  repeat  what  I  s^d  on  a  former 
occasion ;  If  these  debts  are  real  transaction^ 
the  a4]cabuent  of  them  will  be  a  simole  opera- 
tion. The  paper  evidencing  these  debta  will 
be  paid  at  maturity ;  and  let  the  bank  be  care- 
ful not  to  discount  when  the  charter  is  near 
expiring,  and  the  whole  object  will  be  aooom- 
plished.  If  the  transactions  are  not  real,  bnt 
fictitious,  and  tbe  p^>er  diaoonnted  haa  aaeumed 
the  appearance  of  bnuness  paper,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtiuning  permanent  loans,  in  other 
words,  standing  accommodations,  Uie  sooner 
tbe  tmth  ia  known,  the  better  to  oU  conoeraed. 
The  commnnity  has  a  deep  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter :  false  credit  given  to  individnob  by  false 
appearances  is  an  iinniy  to  society,  and  of  no 
aotnal  benefit  to  individuals ;  and  the  sooner 
such  transactions  are  brongbt  to  a  oloee,  all 
the  better ;  the  fewer  will  be  the  nmnber  of 
safTerers. 

U I  am  not  very  mnch  mistaken,  this  opinion 
was,  some  yeara  ago,  advanced,  in  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasuir,  whose  opinions 
npon  socb  a  ralftect  are  antitlsd  to  the  highest 
respect. 

Bnt,  sir,  if,  when  this  bank  has  been  in  opera- 
tion only  fifteen  or  aiitcen  years,  the  debts  have 
become  so  nnmerons,  and  so  largo,  that  we  mns^ 
on  these  occonnts,  renew  tbe  charter,  I  most 
be  allowed  to  ask,  what  will  be  the  state  of 
things  at  the  end  of  thirty-five  years?  Will 
they  not  be  much  worse }  Most  oertunly  they 
will.  What,  then,  do  gentlemen  mean?  Do 
they  intend  that  this  ohiuter  shall  become  per- 
petaol }  That  this  company,  foreigners  and  all, 
shall  have  tbia  mtmopoly  forever?  If  this  bo 
not  their  intention,  I  most  ask  the  Senator  fVom 
Uassaohusetta  to  tell  as  at  what  time  the  insti- 
tution can  be  wonnd  up,  with  less  inconven- 
ience, than  at  the  expiration  of  the  present 
charter.  When  will  the  debtors  in  the  valley 
of  the  Uisdsslppi  be  better  able  to  pay,  than 
when  this  charter  expiree  ?  If  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that 
this  corporation  ought  to  exiat  forever.  Is  any 
genUeman  willing  to  avow  this?  I  am  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it.  Pay-day  for  these 
debtors  must  arrive  some  time ;  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  affdra  of  this  bonk  con  probably 
be  dosed,  with  less  inconvenience  to  the  com- 
nimiity,  at  the  expiration  of  this  charter,  than 
they  can  be  fifteen  years  afterwards. 

The  Senator  says,  the  President  alleges  that 
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tile  fl^piioation  to  renew  the  charter  u  prema- 
tore,  and  thinkf  we  ought  not  to  be  ohided  b; 
him  for  aodng  on  the  snbject,  aa  he  had  direct- 
ed the  attention  of  the  nation  and  of  Congress 
to  this  Bolyect,  In  his  Meseage  of  1839,  and  in 
two  Boooeeding  Uessages. 

ill.  President,  to  me  it  Is  obvione  that,  the 
notice  token  of  the  bank  in  those  Messages  was 
not  to  recommend  to  Oongress  to  act  upon  the 
snbject,  at  either  of  the  sessions  when  tboee  Mes- 
sages were  delivered ;  but,  as  the  enbleet  was 
esteemed  of  vital  interest  to  the  oommanitj, 
to  turn  the  attention  of  all  to  it,  at  an  early 
period,  so  that  the  opinion  might  be  well  ma- 
tnred  npon  it,  when  the  charter  was  aboDt  to 
expire,  and  vrh«i  it  would  become  neoeesarj  to 
act  upon  it 

Bat  if  Oongrees  ought  now  to  act  upon  it, 
because  tlie  subject  is  broogbt  before  as  b; 
those  Messages,  whj  was  it  not  acted  on  at  the 
seauona  when  ^ese  Measagee  were  delivered  t 
Why  not  at  the  sewon  in  1829 1  The  Senear 
has  answered  the  qnestion  v'lth  Awikness.  He 
baa  told  OS  it  is  material  that  it  should  be 
known  before  the  Prendential  election,  whether 
the  President  would  sign  the  aot  renewing  the 
diarter  or  not ;  beconse,  if  he  would  not,  be 
oogtit  to  be  turned  ont,  and  another  put  in  bis 
place,  who  will ;  and  as  the  election  ib  to  take 
place  the  succeeding  iall,  application  for  the 
renewal  oonid  not  be  longer  delayed. 

I  thank  the  Senator  for  the  candid  avowal, 
that  unless  the  President  will  sign  such  a  char- 
ter as  will  eait  the  directors,  they  intend  to  in- 
terfere in  the  election,  and  endeavor  to  disptaoe 
bim.  With  the  aame  candor  1  state  that,  after 
this  declaratiou,  this  charter  shall  never  be  re- 
newed with  my  consent. 

Let  us  look  at  this  matter  as  it  is.  Imme- 
diately before  the  election,  the  directors  apply 
for  a  charter,  which  they  think  the  President 
at  any  other  time  will  not  sign,  for  the  express 
pnrpose  of  oompelling  him  to  sign  contrary  to 
his  Judgment,  or  of  encountering  all  their  hos- 
tility in  the  canvass,  and  at  the  polls.  Snppwc 
this  attempt  to  have  succeeded,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, throagh  fear  of  his  election,  had  signed 
tbis  charter,  although  he  oonscientjously  be- 
lieves it  will  l>e  destmotJvB  of  the  lil>erty  of 
the  people  who  have  elected  him  to  predde 
over  them,  and  preserve  their  liberties,  so  far 
as  in  his  power.  What  next )  Why,  whenever 
the  charter  is  likely  to  expire  ber^fter,  they 
will  come,  as  they  do  now,  on  tlie  eve  of  tlie 
election,  and  compel  the  Ohief  Magistrato  to 
UKn  such  a  charter  as  they  may  dictate,  on  ptun 
of  being  turned  out  and  diwraoed.  Would  it 
not  be  fkr  better  to  gratify  Uiis  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, to  the  whole  extent  at  once,  and  re- 
new their  charter  forever!  The  temptation  to 
a  periodical  interference  in  our  elections  would 
then  be  taken  away. 

Bir,  ii,  nnder  these  circumstances,  the  obartor 
is  renewed,  the  elective  franchise  is  destroyed, 
and  the  li()«rties  and  prosperity  of  the  people 
are  delivered  over  to  thii  moneyed  institation, 


to  be  disposed  of  at  their  distretfam,  agtfnst 
this  I  enter  my  solemn  protest. 

The  honorable  Senator  next  adverts  to  nhA 
the  President  says  on  the  constitotionatity  of 
this  act,  and  animadverts  on  what  is  stated  in 
relation  to  there  being  two  precedents  in  Oon- 
gress,  where  this  power  b  asserted,  and  two  ia 
which  it  was  denied ;  and  then  asaeots  that 
since  the  year  1791,  when  the  first  bank  was 
chartered,    Congrcaa  haa   never   denied  Oat 

Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me  that^  wbetber 
the  President  can  show  any  recorded  vfde,  de- 
nying this  power  or  not,  the  Senator  on^i  mit 
to  be  too  severe  opoa  Uke  Exeoutive  for  this 
mistake,  if  it  he  one.  When  a  renewal  of  tbe 
charter  was  applied  for  in  ISll,  its  eonstito- 
tionality  was  argned,  and  ably  argued,  by  tboM 
opposed  to  it,  and  the  applicatioii  was  r^ected. 
The  bank  then  qtplied  for  time  to  wind  np  iu 
business;  tbe  petition  was  referred  to  ■  eea- 
mittec  who  reported  against  the  application, 
alleging  that  it  was  nnoonstitntioital,  and  Uhs 
report  was  coocnrredin.  Afterwards,  in  1816, 
when  a  bank  charter  was  under  consideration 
in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  amemberfhm 
Uasaaohasatta,  in  nis  place,  then  acting  tinder 
the  same  high  obligstiuns  which  the  Presd«4it 
acta  nnder,  argaing  against  the-  cbart'»',  states 
expressly  that  the  renewal  of  tbe  chartw  bad 
been  reftased  because  it  was  nnoooslitational. 
The  President,  without  donbtj  has  read  this  ar- 
gument, and  seen  this  resolution ;  and  if  he  re- 
posed confidence  in  these  stateniente,  and  was 
thereby  misled,  which  I  suppose  he  waa  not  1 
snbmit  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether,  ondsr 
snch  dronnutanoes,  he  would  not  have  hew 
entitled  to  milder  treatment  from  him,  Uian  he 
has  received. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  baa  be«i  next 
called  to  that  part  of  the  Message  fbnnd  io  paga 
rix,  in  which  the  decnsions  of  the  Saprema 
Court  are  spoken  of. 

The  honorable  Senator  argnes  that  the  ctmsti- 
tution  lias  constituted  tbe  Sapreme  Conrt  a  tri- 
bunal to  decide  great  constitational  question^ 
aueh  as  this,  and  that,  when  tbey  have  done  so, 
the  qneatioQ  is  pnt  at  rest,  and  ever}'  otiier  de- 
partment of  the  Government  most  aoqaiesce. 
Tbis  doctrine  I  deny.  The  oonstitotioa  vests 
"  the  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme  Court,  and  ia 
snch  inferior  courts  as  Oongress  may  fixnn  time 
to  time  ordain  and  establish."  WhenevM-  a 
suit  is  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  they  have  jniis- 
diction,  and  snch  snit  is  decided  by  the  Saprvns 
Court,  as  that  is  the  court  oi  the  last  resort,  its 
decision  is  final  and  cwdoaive  between  tbt 
parties.  But  as  an  authority,  it  does  not  Uod 
either  the  Congress  or  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates.  If  either  of  these  co-ordinats 
departments  is  afterwards  called  npon  to  per- 
fbrm  an  ofBcial  act,  and  coTudentuMsly  beUen 
the  performance  of  that  act  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  conatitation,  they  are  aot  bonnd  to 
perform  it,  but,  on  Uie  contrary,  are  aa  mnak 
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It  libertj  to  deetine  ooting,  m  if  no  anch  deoi' 
don  had  boen  made.  In  examiniiig  the  eitent 
of  titeiroonatitDtioDsl  power,  the  opinifui  of  m> 
■nligbUned  a  b^bnoal  at  onr  Bapreme  Conrt 
bas  Men,  and  1  hope  ever  will  be,  will  always 
ba  entdtled  to  great  weixht;  and,  withont 
lonbt,  either  Congress  or  the  Pretodent  would 
ilwayR  be  disposed,  in  a  doubtful  case,  to  think 
Ita  deoiaions  correot ;  hot  1  hope  neither  will 
■raririew  them  aaaDthority  binding  upon  them. 
th^j  onght  to  examine  tbe  extent  of  their  oon- 
lUtational  powers  for  tiienuelres ;  and  when 
tbey  have  had  aooeas  to  all  aoaroes  of  informa- 
tion within  their  raaoh,  and  given  to  every 
thing  ita  dne  weight,  if  they  are  satisfied  the 
sonatitation  has  not  given  a  power  to  do  the 
ut  Teqnired,  1  insist  they  ought  to  refrain  from 
Soingit. 

Suppose  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
tiATe  paved  an  act  on  a  giveo  snbjeot  for  a 
anmber  of  niooesaive  eeeuona,  and  from  want 
)f  time  tiie  Benata  had  not  acted  on  it,  and  the 
xmatitatdonalilT  of  anch  an  act  to  oome  before 
ihe  8enat«,  wonld  any  member  think  tiiose 
^ntons  of  the  House  authorities  by  which  he 
ras bound!  Certainly  not.  They  would  have 
he  weight,  and  be  re8pMtfall7  considered;  but 
lisregaraed  in  the  decision  made  by  the  Benate, 
f  ^own  to  be  inoorrect.  In  principle  there 
San  be  no  difference  between  sach  cases  and 
ihejodidal  dedsions.  Suppose  the  President 
■a  reommend,  never  so  often,  the  paasage  of 
IB  act  which  he  may  think  coaatitntional, 
pronld  Hke  Senate,  the  House  of  Bepreaentatjvea, 
w  the  courts,  f^l  themselves  bonnd  by  his 
>ptntonst  I  think  not  £aoh  oo-ordinat«  da- 
Mrtment,  within  ita  appropriate  sphere  of  ao* 
ilon,  must  judge  of  Itaown  powers,  when  called 
ipon  to  do  its  ofBcial  duties;  and  if  either 
blindly  follow  the  others,  without  forming  an 

Siidon  for  itself  an  essential  check  a^inst 
a  exercise  of  nnoonstdtntionat  power  is  da- 
itruyed.  A  mistake  by  Congress  in  passing  an 
lot,  itiooaBist«nt  with  tiie  coustitntion,  followed 
t>7  a  lUra  mistake  by  the  Sa[>reme  Court;  in  de- 
eding BDoh  act  to  be  oonstilutional,  might  be 
itte&ded  with  the  most  fatal  cooseqaenoes. 
[jet  ea^  deparliAent  judge  for  itself^  and  we 
ire  aii^  If  different  int«rpretatious  are  put 
ipon  the  coustitntion  by  the  different  depart- 
OMita,  the  people  are  the  tribunal  to  settle  the 
Hapnt«.  Eaoh  of  the  departments  is  the  agent 
)f  the  people,  doing  their  bosinese  aooording  to 
be  powers  conferred ;  and  where  there  is  a  dift> 
igreemetit  as  to  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the 
leople  themselves,  throng  the  ballot  boxes, 
Diut  settle  it.  The  Senator,  if  I  heard  him 
lorreotly,  has  sriid  that  the  President  has  as- 
lerted  that  the  Sapreme  Court  has  no  power  to 
leoide  npon  the  oonstitntionality  of  an  act  of 
>>ngreaB.  The  gentleman  bos  not  attended  to 
he  Message  witii  his  usual  accuracy.  No  such 
tpinion  is  advanced,  but  the  oontmry,  that  each 
tepartment  within  Its  appropriate  sphere  of 
tction  has  the  ri^t  to  judge  for  itaetf,  and  ia 
lot  bound  by  the  opinion  of  both,  or  nther  of 


the  others ;  and  this  I  incline  to  think  b  the 
correct  constitutional  view  of  the  sutgeot.  The 
honorable  Benator  thinks  the  President  entire- 
ly mistaken  when  be  euppoeee  Congress  cannot 
deprive  itself  of  some  of  it*  legislative  powers. 
Let  ns  for  a  few  minutes  attend  to  the  view 
of  this  part  of  the  snbjeat  preaented  by  the 
Message,  and  then  examine  its  correctness. 

The  Congress  is  vested  with  exclusive  t^s- 
lative  powers  over  the  District  of  Colombia, 
It  therefore  bos  an  undoubted  power  to  estab- 
lish, within  the  District,  as  many  banks,  with 
as  much  capital  to  each,  as  it  chooses.  By  this 
charter,  it  is  sdpnlated  that  Congress  shall  not 
establbh  any  buik  within  the  District,  nor  shall 
it  increase  the  capital  of  ezisting  banks.  This 
the  President  thinks  is  nnoonstitntional,  B7 
this  agreement,  tiie  present  Congress,  and  its 
successors,  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  estab- 
lishing any  bank,  no  matter  how  pressingly  the 
public  intereM  may  require  one.  Congress  by 
this  agreement  will  have  stripped  itself  of  aU 
power  to  legislate  npon  «  snliJeGt  during  the 
existence  of  the  charter,  when  the  constitutitHi 
had  vested  the  most  ample  powers  Isthiscon- 
Btjtutionall  Ought  we  to  ne  bound  by  snoh  an 
agreement  for  fiheen  or  twenty  years,  and 
permit  the  best  interests  of  society  to  be  sacri- 
ficed for  the  want  of  a  power  which  the  consti- 
tution has  conferred,  but  which  we  have  bar- 
tered away )  The  Message  sopposes  we  are  not 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  onr  legislative  powers 
in  this  manner  and  therefore  this  act  is  nnoon- 
BtltutionaL  Tnis  is  certainly  a  very  important 
point.  If  we  make  snoh  an  agreement,  we  ought 
to  be  bound  by  it ;  and  yet  I  think  casea  might 
ooour,  in  whi<m  we  ought  not  to  be,  nor  wonld 
we  be,  bonnd  by  any  such  agreement.  The 
public  safety,  the  public  interest,  might,  long 
before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  imperionaly 
demand  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  banks 
within  the  District,  and  I  do  not  believe  we 
oan  oonstitutionallr  deprive  ourselves  or  oar 
successors  of  the  power  to  do  so. 

Hr.  Prerident.  we  must  remember  that,  in 
case  rf  a  war,  this  bank,  if  in  exiatwoe,  must 
be  onr  main  dependence  forrusingmoney;  and 
yet  there  is  no  provision  by  which  it  is  bound 
to  loan  us  one  cent.  Now,  suppose  it  to  have 
existed  during  tlie  last  war,  and  the  stock  to 
have  been  owned  by  British  subjects  and  a  fbw 
of  onr  own  citizens,  and  those  citizens  to  have 
belonged  to  that  sect  in  politics  who  were  seek- 
ing to  change  our  federal  rulers — who  thought 
it  wicked  to  thank  God  for  onr  victories  upon 
either  land  or  water — who  had  sent  an  embassy 
to  this  city  to  request  the  then  President  to 
resign :  does  any  man  believe  the  Administra- 
tion could  have  procured  a  loan  for  one  cent? 
Those  pditirions,  I ym  willing  to  snppose,  were 
acting  honestly ;  that  they  believed  the  war 
impcditic,  nqjuat,  and  wicked,  so  much  so  tiint 
they  would  not  aid  it  with  their  good  wishes. 
Does  any  (me  aaj^Nwethat  they  would  not  have 
hdd  it  treaaon  i^nst  good  morals  to  have 
loaned  peoonlarj  aid!     Surely  they  woold. 
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We  mmt  then  bsve  been  without  money,  and 
witlioat  the  me&ns  of  obt^aiDg  anj.  Peace 
must  have  been  mode,  and  opon  aaj  temu  dio- 
t*ted  by  the  bank  or  bj  the  enemy. 

Hr,  President,  I  have  endeavored  to  expand 
mj  mind  ao  ai  t«  take  tbis  enlarged  view  of 


{b  neoeBsaiy  for  the  naoal  concerni  of  the  Ooy- 
emraent,  wish,  hj  coostmctioD,  to  Mqnire  tlie 
power  bo  create  a  bank ;  and,  having  titta  poa- 
seaeed  themsolTea  of  the  power,  wish  to  oae  it 
so  as  to  confer  powers  not  in  auj  degree  neoea- 
aai7  for  a  bank  to  poKjses,  to  enable  it  to  do 
all  which  the  GoTemment  may  wish  to  have 
done,  bnt  through  whidi  the  ttookholdera  may 
enritJi  themaelTee  and  thdr  friends,  and  acquire 
an  influence  greater  than  the  Government  itaelf, 
and  control  all  oar  political  coDoema  in  anch 
manner  as  to  gratify  their  ambition  and  pro- 
mote their  iuteresta  to  any  extent  they  may 
wish.  In  short,  it  appears  to  me  Hiat,  in 
creating  the  bank,  the  pretence  is,  through  it 
to  do  the  public  bnsinem;  and  as  aoon  as 
created,  the  pnbllc  bnsinees  is  a  mere  inaignifl- 
cont  incident;  and  private emolnment,  without 
limit,  is  the  main  design. 

Kr.  President,  in  submitting  this  Uessage, 
one  of  the  highest  duties  of  the  Ohief  Uagis- 
trate  has  been  perfbrmed.  Under  peonlior  and 
trying  oircumslanoes  he  has  given  hia  senti- 
ment^ plainly  and  frankly,  as  he  believed  hie 
dnty  reqnired. 

When  tlie  excitement  of  the  time  in  which 
we  act  shall  have  passed  away,  and  the  historian 
and  biographer. shall  be  employed  in  giving 
his  account  of  the  acts  of  onr  most  distingniahea 

Sublio  men,  and  comes  to  the  name  of  Andrew 
ackson ;  when  he  shall  have  recounted  all  the 
great  and  good  deeds  done  by  thia  man  in  the 
course  of  a  long  and  eventful  life,  and  the  oir- 
oumstances  nnder  which  this  Message  was  com- 
municated shall  have  been  stated,  the  oonolo- 
taoa  will  be,  that,  in  doing  this,  he  has  shown 
a  willingness  to  risk  more  to  promote  the  hap- 

Einess  of  his  fellow-men,  and  to  secure  their 
bertiee,  than  by  the  doing  of  any  other  act 
whatever. 

Hr.  Ewnre  took  £he  floor.  He  said  he  had 
thus  far  been  an  attentive  listener  to  the  dicns- 
don  which  the  subject  had  elicited.  In  the 
progress  of  that  discnsnon,  his  own  views  had 
been  in  many  partionlara  anticipated.  Some 
parts,  however,  of  the  Message,  which,  in  hia 
opinion,  required  examination,  had  been  bnt 
briefly  noticed,  and  others  passed  over  in  silence. 
To  such  of  them,  said  Mr.  E.,  as  I  deem  the 
most  important,  I  will  now  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Bennte.  But  in  this  discussion  I  shall 
be  brief — carefully  avoidiog,  as  for  as  may  be, 
a  repetition  of  the  sabtecta  already  dwelt  upon, 
and  arvumeuta  alreaay  advanced. 

ThisKessage  contains  the  Executive  condem- 
nation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  a 
universal,  unqualified,  condemnation  of  all  that 
It  is.  and  all  that  Oongreas  had  proposed  to 


make  it.  There  ia  no  ol^actiDii,  bowerer 
nnfounded,  no  argument,  however  niM«n»J^ 
which  has  bewi  w^ed  agaiiut  this  inotitatin 
for  years  past,  botii  m  and  out  of  thia  eafHtol, 
but  are  oolleoted  and  tiirown  togetber  bere  to 
make  up  this  extnordinair  P^mt.     Bnt  its 

?)neral  m^la  have  been  un»dj  oonndfnd. 
he  parte  to  which  I  would  now  n 


rd  page  of  the  printed  M«asu«,  in  whidh, 
srsaySi^  that  "sU  the  (^eetiofiiibleiwiBdplM 
the  existing  oorporation,  and  most  at  iu 


third  pe^  of  the  printed  J 

of  the  exuting  oorporation,  a 
odious  festniea,  are  retted  witJiuot  altera- 
tion" in  the  bill  under  oonuderatM>n,pr«oeedi: 

"The  fourth  section  provides  'that  the  notes  or 
bniB  of  the  said  corporation,  althotigh  the  mrie  be 
CD  tbe  fitces  thereof  TespecllTelj  made  p«yaUe  it 
one  pUce  only,  sball,  neverthelesa,  be  received  by 
the  said  corporation  at  the  bank,  or  at  any  of  Ifaa 
offices  of  discount  and  depodt  thereof^  if  tcodend 
in  liqi^dation  or  payment  of  any  balance  or  bal- 
ances due  to  oaid  coipoiaUMi,  or  to  aach  office  ef 
diaoount  and  dipout,  from  any  other  iDeaip*aa**d 
bank.'  Tbi*  proviiion  aeourea  to  tte  State  banks  a 
lenl  [Hivil^  In  the  Buk  of  the  United  Stattt, 
which  Is  withheld  from  all  private  oitiiena.  If  a 
Slate,  bank  in  Fhiladelphin  owe  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  have  notes  issued  by  the  BL 
Louis  branch,  it  can  pay  tbe  debt  with  those  notes; 
but  if  a  merchant,  mechanic,  or  other  private  dti- 
xeo,  be  ia  like  circumstances,  he  cannot,  by  Isw, 
pay  bis  debt  with  tbose  notes,  but  amst  set!  them 
at  a  discount,  or  send  them  to  Bt.  Louis  to  be 
cashed.  This  boon  conceded  to  the  State  banki, 
though  not  unjust  in  itself^  is  noet  odiMia ;  becaoae 
it  does  not  meaaut*  out  eqnal  Justiae  to  the  la^ 
and  the  low,  the  rich  and  tbe  poor.  To  tbe  eztiat 
of  its  pnctical  effeot.  It  is  a  bond  of  union  aaMOR 
the  banking  estabUshmenta  (tf  the  nation,  «rectiR( 
them  into  an  interest  separate  from  that  of  tbe  peo- 
ple; anditsneceaaary  tendency  is  tQ  unite  theBbak 
of  the  United  States  and  tbe  State  banks  Id  aoy 
measure  which  mar  be  thought  conducive  to  tfadr 
common  Interests. 

And  this  is  one  prominent  otfjectioa  to  tha 
bill  extending  the  ohartei  of  the  Bank  cj  tta 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  reasons  for  re- 
fnrang  it  the  sanction  of  the  Eieontive.  Ttm 
bank,  sir,  with  its  present  diarter,  has  existed 
abont  fifteen  years.  During  that  period,  iti 
effects  upon  the  country  have  been  tried  atA 
tested.  The  present  charter  haa  faults  nnd  in* 
perfections.  Men  of  buuness,  pursuing  tbe  va- 
rious avocations  of  life  in  a  state  of  aodetj 
highly  complicated,  and  in  its  varioos  Ik'sim^ 
connected  and  intertwined  in  a  thonaand  fcrai 
of  combination,  have,  in  that  long  period  of 
time,  felt  all  the  good  and  all  tiie  evil  it  cM- 
tdned ;  but  with  all  its  good  and  all  its  evil, 
taken  as  a  whole,  it  haa  proved  hi^y  bencA- 
cial  to  onr  country.  That  it  has  so,  is  oertVB 
from  the  united  opinion  of  all  men  of  bnf^nes^ 
and  almost  all  the  local  banked  the  Onited 
States,  whose  petitions  for  iteienewal  loadyont 
table — petitions,  not  of  one  place,  or  ttf  ca» 
party,  or  one  class  of  men.  hut  of  the  people 
of  all  clasaes,  all  parUee,  and  almostall  seetiMt 
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of  the  UdIoh — and  generall;  in  those  petitiODH 
thaj  eall  for  ao  exteniion  of  the  obBrter  of  the 
bank,  without  snzgestiDg  either  variation  or 
modifloation.  Others  do  suggest  existing  evils, 
and  Bsk  for  a  modiflcaUon  which  will  remove 
them ;  bnt  tn  no  one,  and  frtHn  no  quarter,  do 
we  hear  it  urged  as  a  oomplalnt  that  the  notes 
of  the  bank,  wherever  payable,  are  not  made  a 
tender  at  lU  pUoes  for  the  paj'ment  of  individ- 
daI  debts  to  the  bonk.  Was  it  neoessarj,  then, 
or  was  it  proper,  to  insert  each  praviBiont 
OertMnlj'  not,  nideaa  KHne  evil  was  to  be 
BTOided,  or  Mine  good  to  bo  prodnoed  bj  it 

Tb«  present  charter  of  the  bonk  permits  them 
to  paj  oat  and  pot  in  circulation,  at  an;  one 
of  their  branches,  bills  payable  at  any  other 
branch.  The  bill  before  us  restricts  tbem,  and 
reqnires  that  no  notes  of  a  denomination  which 
coDstitatas  onrrenoj  shall  be  paid  ont  or  pnt 
in  oircnlatioQ  whicn  are  not  made  payable  at 
the  place  where  they  are  so  issued.  If,  then, 
an  individual  borrow  money  at  a  branch,  and 
agree  to  pay  it  at  the. same  place,  is  it,  I  ask, 
neoeawary  for  bis  protection,  or  consistent  with 
mercantile  habits  and  principles,  that  he  shonld, 
he  diowed  as  a  l^sl  right,  to  tender  in  pay- 
meat  of  this  loan  the  notes  of  the  person  (or 
the  bank)  of  whom  he  iwrrows,  payable  a 
thoosand  miles  offf  It  may  be  jnst  enoagb, 
once  adopted  as  a  rule  of  law ;  but  it  wonid  be 
embarrassing  in  the  eitreme  to  the  lender,  and 
it  would  compel'him  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
bis  loans  in  order  to  sustain  bis  credit  But 
can  any  ittJnry  h^pen  to  the  borrower  by  the 
want  of  such  provision  ?  Every  individoai 
who  borrows  at  a  hank  knows  when  pay-day 
comes,  and  if  he  be  provident,  be  prepares  for 
it  Shodd  the  bank  hold  him  to  the  strict  law, 
and  require  him  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the 
branch,  or  ipede,  he  baa  time  to  prepare  him- 
self with  such  funds  as  may  suit  his  pnrpose,  by 
exchanges,  which  are  always  easily  effeoted. 
As,  for  example,  a  trader  or  mechanic  at  Oin- 
(uimati  borrows  money  payable  at  that  place, 
tioA.  he  is  required  to  pay  in  not«8  ot  that 
branch,  or  specie ;  now  tbe  notes  that,  under 
this  charter,  would  circulate  there,  are  those  of 
Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  PitUburg.  If  the 
debtor  had  one-third  of  the  amount  due  in 
notes  of  each  of  those  branches,  and  the  bank 
at  Cincinnati  should  refuse  to  receive  any  but 
its  own  notes,  every  man  of  bnsinesa  knows 
that  an  hour  would  be  ample  time  to  exchanoe 
to  Che  amount  of  any  moderate  loan,  and  witn- 
ont  a  preminm,  for  such  funds  as  the  branch 
could  not  refiise.  Bat  the  supposition  that  tliis 
would  ever  be  required  hy  the  bank,  is  per- 
fectly i<Ue.  They  have  to  deal  with  the  people, 
^oA  the  good  will  of  their  customers  is  the 
aouroe  both  of  their  convenience  and  their 
profit.  It  would  be  wanton  folly  in  them  to 
refHise  notes  of  any  of  their  brauchea  in  pay- 
meut  of  the  debta  one  them,  whenever  obtained 
by  A  borrower  in  the  due  course  of  business, 
and  fairly  offered  for  that  puipose.  They  never 
have,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  as  yet,  in  the 
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whole  course  of  their  borinesa,  and  I  preeome 
they  never  will,  unless  their  officers  become 
insane,  or  on  unexpected  change  in  business 
shonld  render  it  necessary  for  self-preservation. 
But  compel  tbem  b;  law  to  do  that  which  they 
now  do  voluntarily,  and  great  mischief  migbt 
follow.  In  the  Suctnatioos  of  trade  there  will 
frequently  be  heavy  drains  upon  the  spede  of 
our  great  commercial  cities.  In  those  cities 
flows  from  every  part  of  the  Union  the  paper 
of  all  the  branches,  brought  there  by  traders  as 
the  funds  easiest  of  transportatitnt  for  the  pur- 
chase of  merchandise.  There,  too,  the  heaviest 
loons  are  made  to  individuals,  and  the  amonnt 
becoming  due  to  the  bank,  in  a  single  day,  is 
sometimes  immense.  Now,  in  this  state  of 
things,  suppose  one  of  these  sudden  and  heavy 
pressures  upon  the  money  market  in  New  Tork, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
other  banks  in  that  city  are  drawn  on  at  once 
for  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  of  spede,  and 
this  bank  compelled  to  receive  the  p^>er  of 
remote  branches  in  payment  of  debts,  is  it  not 
obvious  at  once  that  they  would  bear  the  whole 
pressure,  in  the  first  instance,  at  least  to  the  aXr 
tent  of  all  the  notes  of  all  the  branches  in  the 
money  market  of  the  place  !  The  Manhattan 
Bank,  for  example,  has  $100,000  of  tbe  paper 
of  the  remote  branches,  and  wishes  to  make  it 
avulable  at  once  in  specie :  that  hank  would, 
through  the  medium  of  brokers,  bid  up  a  small 
premium  in  the  bills  on  remote  branches,  for 
those  payable  at  the  branch  in  New  York,  and 
the  dehCors  who  were  about  to  pay  the  money 
on  their  own  notes  would  make  the  exchange 
and  take  the  premium,  and  tbe  Manhattan 
Bank  would  return  the  notes  of  the  branch  in 
New  Yoric,  and  compd  the  payment  of  spede. 
Thus  evei7  sudden  pressure  would  be  cast 
wholly  upon  this  institution,  their  husinese 
would  he  cramped,  and  their  discounts  limited, 
and  no  good  or  useful  purpose  whatever  effect- 
ed by  it.  Bo  much  as  to  the  propriety  of  this 
extension  of  the  general  privilege  of  tender  to 
individuals. 

With  respect  to  banks,  the  case  is  wholly 
different  They  are  the  rivals,  not  tbe  cus- 
tomers, of  this  institution.  If  their  Jealousy 
should  ever  be  excited  against  any ;  if  they 
should,  from  any  cause,  attempt  the  oppresaion 
or  overthrow  of  any  interest  in  the  country,  it 
would  be  the  local  institutions,  the  other 
chartered  banlcs  in  tlie  United  States ;  aod  it  is 
against  the  possibility  of  such  oppression  that 
this  fourth  section  was  intended  to  guard. 

Bnt  it  is  further  said,  and  it  is  the  last  mis- 
chief discussed  onder  this  head,  that  the  neces- 
sary tendency  of  this  provision  is  "  to  unite  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  State  banks 
in  any  measure  which  may  be  thought  condu- 
dvB  to  their  common  interest." 

There  is  bnt  one  possible  mode  in  which  this 
prorision  of  the  charter  would  produce  the 
effect  proposed,  and  that  is  by  removing  a 
source  of  controversy  and  discord  twtween  tbem, 
preventing  future  collisions,  and  enabling  thorn 
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to  parane  more  hanDODionglj  the  geDeral  ob- 
Jecto  of  their  creation  ;  for  onless  strife  and  dis- 
cord prevent  it,  all  men  and  all  institutions 
who  possess  an  ordinary  share  of  wisdom  and 
foresight,  will  pnrsue  that  whioh  in  condudve 
to  their  Interest ;  and  if  the  same  ot^ect  be 
condncire  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  people, 
or  a  whole  class  of  incorportit«d  institntioos, 
tiiey  will,  qdIcss  the  predominance  of  enl  pas- 
Biona  prevent  it,  unite  in  its  pursnit.  This  pro- 
vision might  have  had  tlie  effect  of  removing 
causes  of  animuaity  between  the  national  and 
State  institationB,  and  have  allayed  or  prevented 
the  occurrence  ofhostile  or  unkindly  feelings  be- 
tween those  who  directed  them,  and  thus  have 
enabled  them  to  pursae  their  common  interest 
without  jealonsy  or  coUisioQ,  and  by  their 
united  means  to  advance  the  common  interests 
of  our  country.  But  I  cannot,  for  myself, 
divine  why  the  removal  of  a  snbjoot  of  discord 
between  that  and  the  State  institutions  shonld 
be  made  an  objection  fatal  to  the  bill.  This 
difficulty,  if  it  be  one,  lies  too  deep  for  my  in- 
tellect to  fathom  it.  Sorely  the  President  did 
not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks  wonld, 
by  this  provision,  be  indnced  "  necessarily  "  to 
unite  in  oppressing  the  people.  No  man  pos- 
sesung  ordinary  intelligence  could  entertain  an 
opinion  of  this  kind,  and,  if  not  entertuned, 
certainly  it  could  not  be  intentionally  advanced. 
Unite  against  the  people  I  Why,  sir,  let  this 
bank  and  the  State  bank  settle  their  accounts 
with  each  other  as  they  will,  or  let  the  law  set- 
tle for  them  as  it  may,  they  are  still,  and  al- 
ways must  be,  rivals  in  trade,  and  their  compe- 
tiljon  compels  them,  and  must  always  compel 
them,  to  treat  their  customers  not  only  witb 
justice  bat  with  conrteay ;  and  no  man  in  this 
age  and  nation  will  believe,  let  it  be  insinuated 
from  what  quarter  it  may,  that  a  law  compel- 
ling the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
the  paper  of  the  branches  in  payment  from  the 
State  banks,  will  form  a  bond  of  nnion  lietwcen 
tbem,  and  unite  them  against  the  people,  on 
whose  good  will  they  both  depend. 

I  have  said  thattheStateshavean  nndonbted 
right  to  tax  the  stockholders  residing  within 
their  limits  for  all  the  stock  whioh  they  hold 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  right 
of  taxation,  as  to  debts,  coulract«,  stocks,  every 
thing  which  is  of  nntan^ible  nature,  (not  issuing 
out  of  real  estate,)  and  is,  therefore,  of  no  place, 
ia  determined  by  the  domicil  of  the  owner;  it 
is  supposed  to  exist  there,  and,  if  taxed  at  all, 
it  is  m  the  State  or  kingdom  in  whioh  itaowner 
resides.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a  man 
resident  in  Virginia,  loanmg  money  to  a  citizen 
of  Ohio.  Could  Ohio  tax  the  lender  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loan !  Certainly  not.  But  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  dispose  of 
it  however  he  might — whether  he  retained  it 
on  hand,  or  converted  it  into  property,  or 
loaned  it  again — would  become  at  once  a  sub- 
ject of  taxation  in  OMo.    It  ia  the  aame  be- 
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tween  kingdoms  as  States ;  a  long-establiebed 
principle  at  international  law,  never  departed 
ftota  m  times  of  peace  and  amity  :  and  even  in 
war,  confiscation,  or  the  suspennon  of  the  rights 
of  the  creditor,  and  not  tazaUon,  is.  the  i^ul 
reeort  against  the  credits  of  the  alien  eaetaj. 
There  is  another  danse  in  the  third  page  i£ 
the  Message,  to  which  I  now  ask  the  oUantion 
of  the  Senate : 

It  has  been  mged  as  in  ailment  in  bror  of 
re-chartering  the  present  bank,  that  tbe  caBiiig  in 
its  loans  wiJI  produce  great  embarrumieat  utA  dis- 
trm.  The  time  alloired  to  doee  its  coneema  k 
ampU:  a.adifitfau  been  well  muiaged  its  preeaaie 
ill  be  ligbt,  and  beavj  only  in  case  its  manage- 
lent  has  been  bad.  If,  tberef(H«,  it  ihall  ptodncc 
distress,  tbe  fault  will  be  its  own ;  and  it  >cni[d 
fumisb  >  rexson  SK^ins'  renewing  a  power  vbidi 
has  been  so  obviouidj  abused.  But  will  there  erer 
be  ■  time  when  this  reason  will  be  leas  poverfblT 
To  acknowledge  its  force  is  to  admit  that  tbe  bank 
ought  to  be  perpetual ;  and,  as  ■  consequence,  tbe 
present  stocbbolders,  and  those  inheriting  Ouw 
rights  u  successors,  be  establiabed  a  prirSpged  or- 
der, clothed  both  witb  great  political  power,  a>d 
enjoyia^  immense  pecuniary  advuitages,  InMD  dwii 
connection  with  the  Government." 

This  whole  danse  is  assumption,  without 
argament  or  proof  to  sustain  it  The  questioa 
whether  the  time  to  doee  the  concern  of  the 
bank  is  or  is  not  ample,  is  one  which  depends 
upon  a  variety  of  circnmstanees,  of  wtuch  the 
most  important  are  the  amount  of  its  loans,  and 
ability  of  tbe  individuals  and  of  the  conntrj  to 
pay  those  loans  without  serious  preaanre  upon 
business,  and  consequent  individual  and  pnblic 
distress ;  but  the  Message  avers  that  if  tbe 
management  of  tlie  bank  baa  been  good,  tbe 
pressure,  on  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans,  will  be 
light,  and  heavy  only  in  case  its  managentent 
has  been  bad.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  ideas  conveyed  in  the  Ueasage, 
that  the  bank  ought  to  have  made  no  loans  ex- 
cept to  individo^  who  were  full-honded  aad 
always  ready  to  pay ;  and  that  they  should  not 
have  been  liberal  of  their  loans  iti  any  portkm 
of  the  country  where  money  was  scarce,  and 
the  business  and  tlie  enterprise  of  the  people 
dependent  on  their  capital  to  put  it  in  motion. 
In  other  words,  it  were,  according  to  tbe  Hea- 
sage,  good  management  to  loan  to  the  ridi 
who  are  full  of  capital,  and  can  always  pay,  and 
to  refuge  to  the  poorer  and  more  enterpri^ng 
sections  and  citizens  of  our  country,  who  boi^ 
row  to  create  capital  &om  llie  proceeds  of  their 
industry,  sided  by  their  loans.  In  this  I  differ 
from  the  Hessaga  to  the  whole  extent.  This 
bank  was  little  needed  in  that  portion  d  oor 
country  where  capital  has  been  acoumolating 
for  ages,  and  therefore  abounda.  It  was  not 
wanted  in  Boston — tbey  could  do  well  enou^ 
without  it  in  New  York,  Philaddphia,  awl 
Baltimore — but  in  tbeWeat,  the  younger  sisters 
of  our  confederacy,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana, 
Illinois^  Jtnd  Uissouri,  where  Qie  whole  wealth 
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at  the  people  hu  sprang  from  amatt  Baringa  of 
the  inaastrj  and  enterprise  of  the  present  sen- 
eratloD,  who  themselTea  entered  and  sabjn- 
gated  the  wilderaeuj  which  thej  have  covered 
■with  frnitAil  fields  and  flourishing  villages,  la 
theM  sections  of  oar  conntrj,  eapitat — aconmTi- 
Isted  capital — does  not,  and,  in  toe  Tery  natnre 
of  things,  cannot  enat ;  and  there,  of  all  places 
else,  is  there  need  of  capital  to  snstain  the  en- 
tan>rise  and  aid  the  industrj  of  the  people. 

I  have  already  aaid  that  in  that  aeotion  of  the 
UnioQ  we  are  without  eapital.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  pnraaing  its  own  interest, 
liaa  done  what  motives  of  public  spirit  woald 
have  prompted.  It  loaned  extensively  where 
it  fonnd  capital  deficient,  and  the  means  of  em- 

Sloying  it  abnndant — and  at  this  time  we  have 
I  tba  valley  of  the  Hissiasippi  thirty  milliona 
of  its  fanda  invested  and  employed. 

That  the  employment  of  that  fhnd  has 
brought  with  it  public  improvement  and  general 
prosperity,  no  one  who  has  watched  the  progress 
of  that  section  of  the  Union  since  the  first  es- 
tMiblishinent  of  the  branches  of  this  bonk  within 
ita  limits,  can  for  a  moment  donbt.  How  ateady 
and  how  rapid  has  l>een  onr  advuice,  by  the 
aid  of  this  tnedtution,  and  other  ooncnrrinK 
oaoaes,  from  a  atate  of  financial  and  commeroiu 
depresMon,  to  one  of  almost  onrivalled  pros- 
perity 1 

Bat,  sir,  the  acene  is  now  to  be  changed.  If 
the  days  of  this  inatitntion  be  nambered,  every 
principle  of  aelf-protectioD  most  constrtun  It  at 
once  to  prepare  for  its  final  termination.  The 
ciipital  of  the  stockholders,  now  invested  in 
this  liaok,  most  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  seek 
another  investmenL  Those  who  have  its  direc- 
tion, most,  therefbre,  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
their  employers,  call  in  their  loans  and  issaes, 
and  i»«pare  for  its  final  withdrawal ;  and  I 
now  aak  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  its 
operation  npon  my  own  aeotion  of  the  Union, 
not  with  the  hope  of  changing  the  opinion,  or 
the  conrse  of  any  pwrtion  of  that  minority  who 
voted  originally  againat  the  hill,  and  without 
-whose  sia  onr  atmggle  here  is  fruitless  and  nn- 
avMling ;  bnt  I  speak  that  my  own  may  be 
heard  beyond  these  walls  by  those  whom  I 
represent,  that  they  at  least  may  know  that  I 
have  not  been  blind  to  their  intereat,  or  nn- 
mindfhl  of  my  dnty  towards  them. 

Sir,  of  the  whole  thirty  millions  loaned  in  the 
Western  States,  bnt  one  bandred  and  forty 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  are  owned  as  stock 
in  that  section  of  the  country.  All  besides  of 
Uie  whole  thirty  millions  must  be,  within  the 
ooming  five  years,  eollacted  and  withdrawn 
from  OUT  circuladoo.  Bat  this  is  not  all;  there' 
are  owned  by  foreigners  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  bank.  This 
Bom  can  find,  at  this  time,  no  other  safe  inveat- 
ment  in  oor  coantry.  That  eight  millions  must 
be  ahipped  from  our  seaboard  in  gold  and  all- 
TU"  to  the  capitalists  of  Europe. 

The  withdrawal  of  that  sum  from  the  actual 
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apecle  capital  of  our  conutry  most  of  itself  cause 
a  sensible  pressure  in  the  money  market ;  and 
that  pressure,  though  striking  first  on  the  com- 
mercial cities,  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
Union,  especially  ia  the  West,  which  haa 
always  maintained  with  them  a  constant  and 
close  conaection;  for,  air,  scarcely  less  quickly 
do  the  nerves  in  the  animal  frame  carry  sensa- 
tion between  the  extremities  and  the  brun, 
their  common  centre,  thsa  do  the  rapid  lines 
of  commercial  intercourse  bear  the  vibrations 
of  money  capital,  the  relation  of  demand  and 
supply  in  the  commercial  world,  from  our  cities, 
the  centre  and  emporium  of  that  commerce,  to 
the  extreme  points  of  oar  Union.  What  man 
of  hnsiness  who  hss  heard  of  a  sudden  claim  on 
one  of  the  commercial  cities  for  a  few  milliona 
of  dollara,  but  haa  felt  at  once  the  extended 

K assure  upon  the  remote  point  which  he  may 
ve  occupied  t  The  transportation  of  thta 
eiffht  millions  of  specie,  if  it  atood  alone,  and 
with  the  Bank  of  Uie  United  States  to  aid  na, 
and  break  the  force  of  the  shook,  we  should 
feel,  and  aenaibly  feel,  even  to  the  farthest 
West 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  mast,  then, 
withdraw  its  isaaes  and  call  in  its  loans,  or  as 
mnch  of  them  as  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
country  will  meet.  As  this  mediom  disappears 
from  among  us,  the  property  of  every  individual 
— land,  hofisea,  stock — the  fruits  of  the  earth — 
the  labor  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  products  of  their  labor,  must  go  do^u,  al- 
most to  nothing ;  atill,  for  years,  this  debt  will 
Ksa  heavier  and  heavier  upon  onr  resources, 
e  man  who  owes  the  hank  will  have  his 
debtors,  and  must  press  tbem  in  order  to  cast 
off  the  burden  from  himself.  Buits,  sales  of 
property  under  the  hammer  by  the  officers  of 
the  law,  come  next  in  the  progress  of  events — 
and  this,  air,  not  upon  the  nch  and  purse-proud, 
the  monopolist  and  the  aristocratic  sou  of  for- 
tune, to  whom  the  President  aeems  to  think 
the  bank  is  alone  of  importance,  bat  upon  the 
indnatrions  farmer  and  mechanic,  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  our  republic,  they  who  support  the 
Government  by  their  honest  industry,  and 
whom  the  rulers  of  oar  land  oaght,  in  all  things, 
most  carefully  to  guard.  In  thu  state  of  things 
the  industrious  poor  would  be  in  effect  delivered 
over,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  voraoioos 
moneyed  specntator.  He  who  contd  come  into 
the  coantry  in  the  midst  of  a  aoene  like  that 
which  we  once  witnessed,  and  which  ia  again 
at  hand,  armed  with  a  few  thousands  pf  ready 
cash,  might,  if  he  had  the  hardness  of  heart  to 
do  it,  buy  himself  a  dukedom  ont  of  the  farms 
of  our  industrious  bnt  ruined  yeomanry. 
'  Ur.  C1.1.YTON  rose,  he  aeli,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  what  had  been  suggested  by  gen- 
tiemen  who  had  gone  before  him  in  the  debate, 
his  own  views  of  the  true  issue  tendered  by  the 
President  to  the  coaatry  in  the  Mesaage  under 
consideration.  It  was  not  merely  the  question 
whether  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  Statet 
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ihoold  be  reoharter«d,  but  whether  aaj  bonk 
whatever  BboiUd  be  eetabliebed  bj  th«  Govaro- 
meot  e&/ar  the  expiration  of  the  iwt  of  Congreu 
inooriHiratiDg  that  institatioa. 

This  UassAffe  coataios,  said  Hr.  0.,  two  sen- 
tences whichi  will  reutare  to  predict  will  be 
artfully  qttoted  in  the  coming  contest,  to  prove 
the  very  reverse  of  the  position  which  I  have 
laid  down,  and  to  delnde  the  people  who  are  to 
decide  thia  question  aa  t«  the  real  opinionB  of 
the  President  in  reference  to  the  whole  aolitjeot 
We  shall  be  told,  sir.  that,  in  the  ver?  first  page 
of  this  docnmeat,  llie  President  has  admitted 
that  "  a  Bank  of  the  United  Htat«a  is,  in  manj 
respeots,  convenient  for  the  Oovemment,  and 
useful  to  the  people ; "  and  that,  on  the  twelfth 
page  of  the  same  paper,  he  has  sud  "  that  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  competent  lo  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  required  hj  the  Gorern- 
ment,  might  be  so  orsanized  as  not  to  infringe 
on  onr  own  delegated  powers,  or  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  States,  I  do  not  entertdn  a  donbL" 
Without  tjtopping  to  inquire  for  what  purpose 
these  declarations  have  been  introduced  into 
the  Uessege,  we  oannot  but  anticipate  the  uses 
to  be  mode  of  them  hereafter ;  and  as  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  whole  country  that  no  false 
coloring  should  he  given  to  Uie  Executive 
opinion,  by  the  use  of  these  isolated  passages, 
I  will  consume  so  much  of  f  oar  time  as  may  be 
necessary  to  dispel  the  illiusioa  they  ore  calcu- 
lated to  create. 

I  reiteat,  then,  sir,  that,  from  the  opinions  of. 
the  President,  as  fully  developed  in  this  paper, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  during  his  Admin- 
istration„Bnd  while  these  sentiments  remained 
nnohanged,  any  bank  whatever  can  be  eatab- 
Ibhed  by  this  Government;  and  to  show  it,  I 
will  content  myself  by  referring  to  a  few  para- 
graphs in  that  part  of  his  argument  which 
bbors  to  prove  the  present  bank  charter  un- 
constitutional : 

"  On  two  lubjecti  only  does  the  couititntion  rec- 
ognize in  CcDgresi  tbe  power  to  grant  exclusive 
privileKes  or  monopolies.  It  dediiei  tfaat  '  Con- 
gresa  ehtdl  hare  power  to  promote  the  progress  of 
Bcieuce  and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited 
times,  to  authors  and  iuventors,  tbe  exclualre  right 
to  tbeir  reepective  writings  sud  discoieries.'  Out 
of  this  eipresg  delegation  of  power  have  gromour 
laws  of  pktenta  sod  copyrights,  As  tbe  cDnelitu- 
tlon  eipreasly  ddcgatea  to  Congress  the  power  to 
gruit  exclusive  pririleges.  Id  tliese  cases,  ss  the 
means  of  eieoutuig  the  n^tantive  power  'to  pro- 
mote tbe  pnwreas  of  science  and  useful  arts,'  it  1* 
consistent;  with  the  fkir  rules  of  construction  to 
conclude  Chit  such  a  power  was  not  intended  to  be 
gnnted  as  a  means  of  accomp'.isblDg  any  other  end. 
Ou  every  other  subject  wbioh  comes  within  the 
scope  of  congreB^onai  power,  there  is  an  ever-liv- 
ing discretion  in  the  use  of  proper  means,  which 
cannot  be  restricted  or  sboUshed  without  on  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution.  Every  act  of  Congress, 
therefore,  which  attempts,  by  grants  of  monopolies, 
or  sale  of  eiolusive  privileges  for  a  limited  time,  or 
a  time  without  limit,  to  restrict  or  eitiuguish  its 
own  discretion  in  the  choice  of  means  to  exeoute 
its  delegated  powers,  is  equivalent  to  a  le^pslative 


Here,  and  elsewhere  tbronghont  the  doe»- 
ment,  the  grant  of  a  charter  to  individnals  for 
bankiog  pnrpoees  is  denonnoed  as  .tha  "grant 
of  a  monopoly  " — the  "  sale  of  exdaHiv«  privi- 
leges"—tbe  "grant  of  exdosive  privilegea  or 
monopolies,"  "  equivalent  to  a  legislative  ameod- 
ment  of  the  oonstitntion,  and  palpably  unoonati- 
taticmat."  If  a  grant  to  one  moorpOTated  oom- 
pany  be  a  monopoly,  we  must  also  oonsidR'  m 
monopolies  several  grants  to  several  snch  odbi- 
paaies.  Twenty  sooh  granla  to  twenty  snob 
companies  are  as  much  sales  of  eztdn^T*  privi- 
leges to  them,  as  that  which  is  tbe  peooliar  i^ 
present  subject  of  the  Preaident's  animadrer- 
sions.  This  objection,  fatal  to  all  charters  by 
which  private  individuals  are  permitted  to  hc4d 
slock,  could  be  obviated  only  by  a  grant  of 
charters  for  bankiog  purposes  to  all  who  ask 
them — a  mode  of  avoiding  the  ooustitatianal 
objectioUj  not  to  be  snpposed  to  have  entered 
into  the  imagination  of  him  who  informed  nj^ 
in  Kia  Message  of  182S,  that  even  the  preaeat 
bank  hod  entirely  failed  in  the  great  object  al 
agtablishiog  a  sound  and  uniform  curreooy. 

What  manner  of  a  natdonal  bank  ia  that,  Mr, 
in  which  the  people  of  onr  country  are  to  be 
prohibited  from  holding  stock)  Another  im- 
portant feature  of  this  prqject  is  disclosed  ai  the 
ninth  page  of  the  Ueauige : 

"The  Government  Is  the  only  'proper'  Jndge 
where  its  agents  should  reside  and  keep  their  idBcM, 
because  it  best  knows  where  their  presence  will  be 
'necessary.'  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  'neceanry' 
or  'proper'  (that  I^  it  is  unconstitmioDal)  lo  an- 
tfaorize  the  bank  to  locate  branches  where  it  [ili  aiMil 
to  perform  the  public  servicB,  without  consnhiag 
the  Oovemment,  and  contrary  to  ita  wili." 

The  inference  is  Qien  distinctly  drawn,  tbd 
a  bank,  which  can  locate  branches  where  It 
pleases,  must  be  a  bonk  "  for  other  than-  pahbe 
purposes  " — or,  in  other  words,  that  the  poww 
to  establish  two  branches  in  any  St^e,  "  with- 
out the  ii^anotion  or  request  of  the  Govern- 
ment," is  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  not 
necessary  to  the  due  execution  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  CoDgreas. 

I  put  it  solemoly,  now,  to  honorable  m^i  cf 
all  parties  and  opinions,  to  be  answered  in  can- 
dor at  this  crisis  in  onr  affairs,  what  ia  this 
scheme,  this  only  constitutional  scheme  of  a 
national  bankt  What  were  the  featnrca  of 
that  bimk,  than  which  there  ia  no  other  which 
can  oht^  the  Executive  sanction  t  It  is,  rir, 
Uiat  plan  of  a  Oovemment  bank  which  has 
been  denounced  by  every  other  intelligent  man, 
of  every  political  party,  in  ^very  part  of  tbe 
country.  No  one — not  the  most  zealous  polit- 
ical pardsnn — not  even  a  single  riltald  editav 
seeking  office,  has  ever  yet  dared  to  stand  up  in 
the  face  of  the  country,  and  proclaim  the  opin 
ion  that  such  a  bank  conld  be  tolerated  in  ■ 
free  country.  Both  in  and  out  of  these  Balls 
sudi  a  scheme  has  been  ridiooled  by  men  of  all 
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parties.  The  OommittM  of  Wars  and  Means 
of  the  other  HoDse,  composed  of  bis  Btrongest 
political  (Heuds,  in  the  first  rear  of  his  Adminis- 
tratioQ,  in  their  report  od  thia  part  of  Uie  Presi- 
deot's  Message  of  1329,  speaking  of  the  "cor- 
ruptJDg  InHaence  which  such  an  institation 
woold  ezerdse  over  the  elections  of  the  coan- 


o  matter  by  what  meaas  an  AdmiDistratiou 
might  ^t  JDto  power,  with  snch  a  tremendoas 
engine  in  their  haDds,  it  woold  be  almost  im- 
poaaible  to  displace  them  withoat  somamiraoa- 
loos  interpositjon  of  Frovideaoe." 

I  aak,  what  is  to  be  done  for  the  ooontry  t 
All  thinking  men  mnst  now  admit  that,  as  the 
praeent  bank  must  dose  its  concerns  in  less 
than  foar  rears,  the  peooniaTj  distrew,  the 
oommeroial  embarrassments,  oonseqnent  npon 
its  destmction,  must  exceed  anj  thing  which 
has  ever  been  known  in  onr  historj,  nnleas 
some  otiier  bank  can  be  established  to  relieve 
US.     i^ht  and  a  half  miUiona  of  the  bank 


e^ital  most  be  paid  to  the  Govemment,  not  to 
be  loaned  agun,  bat  to  remun,  as  the  President 
proposes,  d^iosited  in  a  branch  of  the  Treasn- 
Tj,  to  cbeok  the  issues  of  the  local  banks.  The 
immense  sTulable  resources  of  the  present 
inatitntion,  amounting,  as  appears  by  the  report 
in  the  other  Konse,  to  $82,067,488,  are  to  be 
Qsed  for  banking  no  longer,  and  nearly  fifteen 
millionB  of  doUoTB  in  notes  discounted,  on  per- 
sonal and  other  secnrit/,  must  be  paid  to  the 
bank.  The  State  bimka  mnst  paj  over  all  their 
debts  Xa  the  expiring  institution,  and  curtail 
th^  disoonnts  to  do  so,  or  resort,  for  the  relief 
of  their  debtors,  to  the  old  plan  of  emitting 
more  paper,  to  be  bought  up  by  speoulators  at  a 
hear;  discount.  The  prediction  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
in  1819  mus£  be  fulfilled,  "That  Uie  de- 
etniction  of  the  United  States  Bank  would  be 
followed  by  the  establishment  of  paper  monej, 
he  firmlj  believed ;  he  ipight  also  saj  he  knew. 
It  was  an  extremity,  he  said,  from  which  the 
Honse  wonld  recoil."  The  farmer  mnst  agun 
sdl  his  grain  to  the  conntrj  merchant  for  State 
bapk  paper  at  a  discount  of  from  ten  to  twenty, 
or  even  thirtr  per  cent,  in  the  nearest  commer- 
cisl  city.  The  merchant  must  receive  from  tlie 
&rmer  the  same  paper  in  exchange  for  all  the 
merchandise  he  conamnes.  The  merchant  with 
his  money  mnst  purchase  other  merchandise  in 
the  cities,  uid  most  often  Bell  it,  at  an  advance 
on  that  price,  to  the  ittrmer,  of  twenty  per  cent. 
to  save  himself  ft'om  loss. 

The  depreciation  of  the  paper  thus  operates 
as  a  tax  on  die  farmer,  tije  mechanic,  and  all 
the  consumers  of  merchandise,  to  its  whole 
Kmonnt.  The  loss  of  confidence  among  men, 
the  total  derangement  of  that  admirable  system 
of  exchanges  which  is  now  acknowledged  to  be 
better  than  exists  in  any  other  conntry  on  the 
globe,  overtrading  and  speculation  on  false  capi- 
tal in  ever^  part  of  the  coautry,  that  rapid 
flactuatiou  m  the  standard  of  valoe  for  money, 


which,  like  the  unseen  pestilence,  witjiers  (dl 
the  efforts  of  industry,  wUle  the  sufferer  is  in 
ntter  ignorance  of  the  caoseof  his  destruction; 
bankruptcies  and  rain,  at  the  anticipation  of 
which  the  heart  sickens,  must  follow  in  the  long 
train  of  evils  which  are  assuredly  before  us. 


Tbubbdat,  July  13. 
Th»  Bank  Yato. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  oon^erstion 
of  the  veto  Message  of  the  President, 

Mr.  Olat  rose.  He  said  he  had  some  obser- 
vations to  sabmit  on  this  qnestion,  which  he 
would  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  in  offering, 
but  that  tt  had  some  command  of  leisureTm 
conseqnenoe  of  the  conference  which  had  been 
agreed  npon  in  respect  to  the  tariff. 

A  bill  to  recharter  the  bank  had  recently 
passed  Oongress,  after  much  deliberation,  bt 
tliis  body,  we  know  that  there  are  members 
enongh,  who  entertain  no  oonstitntional  scruples, 
to  make,  with  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed,  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  In  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  also,  it  is  believed 
there  is  a  like  m^'ority  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
Notwithstanding  this  state  of  things,  the  Pred- 
deut  has  r^ected  the  bill,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  on  elaborate  Message,  communicating 
at  large  his  objections.  The  constitntion  re- 
qnirea  that  we  shonld  reconsider  the  bill,  and 
that  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  President's 
objections  notwithstanding,  Aiall  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  Respect  to  him,  as  well  as  the 
ii^iunotions  of  the  constitntion,  require  that 
we  shonld  deliberately  examine  his  reasons,  bad 
reconsider  the  question. 

The  veto  is  an  extraordinary  power,  which, 
though  tolerated  by  the  constitntion,  was  not 
expected  by  the  oonventiim  to  be  nsed  in  ordi- 
nary coses.  It  was  designed  for  instances  of 
precipitate  legislation,  in  nngnarded  momenta. 
Thus. restricted,  and  it  had  been  thus  restricted 
by  all  former  Presidents,  it  might  not  be  mis- 
chievons.  DuringMr.  Madison's  Administration 
of  eight  years,  there  had  ocemred  but  two  or 
three  eases  of  its  exorcise.  During  the  last 
Administration,  I  do  not  now  recollect  that  it 
was  once.  In  a  period  little  upwards  of  three 
years,  the  present  Chief  Magiatrate  has  em- 
ployed the  veto  foor  times.  We  now  hear 
qnite  freqnentiy,  in  the  progress  of  measures 
uirongh  Oongress,  the  statement  that  the  Pred- 
dent  will  veto  them,  ni^ed  as  an  objection  to 
their  passage. 

The  veto  is  hardly  reconcilable  with  the  gen- 
of  representative  GovemmenL  It  is  totally 
irreconcilable  with  it,  if  it  is  to  be  frequeoUy 
employed,  in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  meaa- 
nres,  as  well  as  uieir  oonstitntlonality.  It  is  a 
feature  of  our  Government  borrowed  from  a 
igative  of  the  British  King.  And  it  is 
remarkable  that  in  England  it  has  grown  obso- 
lete, not  having  been  used  for  upwards  of  t 
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Tsto  held  a  coDspicaoas  figure.  The  gaj,  laa^b- 
ing  popalation  of  Paris  bestowed  on  the  Kmg 
the  appellation  of  Jfonsiear  Veto,  and  the 
Queen  that  of  Madame  Veto.  The  convention 
finally  decreed  that  if  a  mearare  rejected  by 
tlie  King  Blioold  obtun  the  sanction  of  the  two 
oonourring  L^alatnres,  it  Bhonid  be  a  law,  not- 
withstandmg  the  veto.  In  the  coDstitutioa  of 
Kentackf,  and  perhaps  in  aoma  of  the  State 
oonstitntions,  it  la  provided  that  i^  after  the  re- 
jection of  a  hill  bj  the  Governor,  it  Hhall  be 
paused  bj  a  niiyority  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  both  Hoasea,  it  shall  become  a  law,  notwith- 
atsading  tbe  Governor's  objections.  As  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Government,  tbe  Chief 
iCagiatrate  has  great  veiglit,  I^  after  a  Tespect- 
ful  consideration  of  his  objections  urged  against 
a  bill,  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
the  Legislature  shall  still  pass  it.  notwitbstaud- 
ing  his  official  infiaence  and  the  force  of  bis 
reasons,  ooght  it  not  to  become  a  law  f  OoKht 
the  opinion  of  one  man  to  overrule  that  of  a 
le^slative  body  twice  deliberately  expressed  t 

It  cannot  be  imagined  that  the  convention 
contemplated  the  application  of  tbe  veto  to  a 
qnestion  which  baa  been  so  long,  so  often,  and 
so  thoroQghlr  scmtinized,  as  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  every  department  of 
the  Government,  in  almost  every  stage  of  its 
existence,  and  by  the  people,  and  by  the  State 
Legislatures.  Of  all  me  controverted  questions 
which  have  sprung  np  under  onr  Government, 
not  one  has  been  so  folly  investigated  aa  that  of 
its  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Kore  than  seventeen  years  ago,  in 
Jannary,  1815,  Hr.  Hadisun  then  said  in  a  Ues- 
aagetotheSenateoftheUnitedStates:  "Waiv- 
ing the  question  of  the  constitational  anthority 
of  the  Legislatare  to  establish  an  incorporated 
bank,  aa  being  precluded,  In  my  jndgment,  by 
repeated  recognitions,  nnder  varied  circnm- 
stancea,  of  the  validity  of  soeh  an  institution,  in 
acta  of  the  legislative,  exocntive,  and  judicial 
branches  of  tbe  Government,  accompanied  by 
indications,  in  different  modes,  of  a  ooncnr- 
rence  of  liie  general  will  of  the  nation."  Mr. 
Uadison,  himself  opposed  to  the  first  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  yielded  his  own  convictions 
to  those  of  the  nation,  and  all  the  departments 
of  the  Government  tbns  often  expressed.  Sub- 
sequent to  this  trne,  hnt  strong  statement  of  the 
case,  Hie  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  established,  and  numerous  other  acta  of  all 
the  departments  of  the  Government,  manifest- 
ing their  Mttled  sense  of  the  power,  have  been 
added  to  those  wliioh  existed  prior  to  the  date 
of  Mr.  Madison's  Message. 

No  qnestion  has  been  more  generally  dis- 
cussed, widiin  the  last  two  years,  t>y  tlie  people 
at  lai^,  and  in  Stat«  Legislatures,  than  that  of 
tbe  tank ;  and  this  consideraUon  of  it  has 
been  prompted  by  the  President  himself.  In 
bis  first  Message  to  Oongreis,  (in  Deoamber, 
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1820.)  he  hronght  the  sulfject  to  the  view  of 
that  body  and  tbe  nation,  and  expressly  declared 
that  it  ooold  not,  for  the  Interests  of  all  con- 
cerned, ho  "  too  soon  "  settled.  In  each  of  his 
sahsequent  annual  Messages,  in  18S9  and  in 
1891,  he  agaJii  invited  the  attention  of  Congren 
to  the  subject.  Thus,  after  an  interval  of  two 
years,  ana  after  the  intervention  of  the  electioa 
of  a  new  Congress,  the  President  deliberately 
renews  his  recommendation  to  consider  the 
qnestion  of  tbe  renewal  of  the  charter  of  Iho 
Bulk  of  the  United  States.  And  yet  hia  friends 
now  declare  the  agitation  of  the  question  to  be 
premature  1  It  was  not  prematnre  in  1829  to 
present  the  qnestion,  but  it  is  premature  in 
1882  to  consider  and  decide  it  1 

After  the  President  hsd  directed  public  atten- 
tion to  this  question,  it  tiecame  not  only  &  topic 
of  popular  coDversation,  but  was  discossed  in 
the  press,  and  employed  as  <  theme  in  popnlar 
elections.  I  was  myself  ii)terTDgat«d  on  more 
occaaiona  than  one,  to  make  a  public  expressioii 
of  my  sentiments ;  and  a  friend  of  mine,  in 
Kentucky,  a  candidate  for  the  State  Legialatare^ 
told  me.  near  two  years  ago,  that  he  was  sw> 

Erised,  m  an  obscure  part  of  his  country,  (the 
ills  of  Benson,)  where  tliere  was  but  little 
occasion  for  banks,  to  find  himself  .qnestioDed 
on  the  stump  as  to  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  seemed  as  if  a  sort  of 
general  order  had  gone  ont  from  head-qnarteia 
to  the  partisans  of  the  Administration  eveir- 
where,  to  agitate  and  make  tbe  most  of  tb« 
qnestion.  'Diey  have  done  so :  and  tiieir  con- 
dition now  reminds  me  of  the  fable  invented 
by  Dr.  Franklin  of  tbe  Eagle  and  tbe  Cat,  to 
demonstrate  that  .£sop  had  not  ezbaosted 
invention,  in  the  construction  of  his  memorable 
fables.  The  ea^^e,  yon  know,  Mr.  President 
pounced,  from  his  lofly  flight  Jj"  the  air,  npon 
a  cat,  taking  it  to  be  a  nig.  Sjfring  bprne  off 
his  prize,  he  quickly  felt  most  painfiilly  the 
paws  of  the  cat  thrust  deeply  into  hie  sidea 
and  body.  Whilst  flying,  he  held  a  parley  with 
tbe  supposed  pig,  and  proposed  to  let  go  his  hol^ 
if  the  other  wonid  let  him  alone.  No,  says 
puss,  you  brought  me  from  yonder  earth  below, 
and  I  will  hold  fast  to  yon  until  yon  carry  me 
back;  a  condition  to  which  the  eagle  rradily 
assented. 

The  friends  of  the  I*reffldent,  who  have  been 
for  near  three  years  agitating  this  qneation,  now 
turn  ronnd  npon  their  opponents  who  have 
supposed  the  Preudent  quite  serlona  and  lit 
earnest,  in  presenting  It  for  pnblic  connderatlon, 
and  charge  them  with  prematurely  ngitating  it. 
And  that  for  electioneering  pniposest  The 
other  side  understands  perfectly  the  policy  of 
preferring  an  nnjnst  charge  in  order  to  avoid  a 
well-founded  accusation. 

If  there  be  an  electioneering  motive  in  tiia 
matter,  who  have  been  actnatcd  by  it  t  Those 
who  have  taken  the  President  at  nis  word,  and 
deliberated  on  a  measnre  which  he  baa  re- 
peatedly recommended  to  their  oonmderatioa ; 
or  those  who  have  resorted  to  all  sorts  of 
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means  to  elude  the  qaeationl  Bj  ftltemAtely 
coaxing  and  threatening  the  bank ;  by  aa  ex- 
traordinary iriTestJgation  into  the  adininiBtration 
of  the  bsok ;  and  by  every  apeciea  of  postpone- 
ment and  procrastination,  dgxing  the  progresa 
of  the  bill.  • 

Notwithstanding  all  these  dilatory  ezpedieats, 
a  majority  of  Oongress,  prompted  by  the  will 
and  Uxe  best  interosts  of  the  naUon,  passed  the 
bill.  And  I  stiall  now  proceed,  with  great 
respect  and  deference,  to  ezanilne  some  of  the 
objections  to  ite  becoming  a  law,  contained  in 
the  President'B  Uesaase,  avoiding,  as  tnaob  as  I 
can,  k  repetition  of  wnat  gentlemen  have  aaid 
who  preceded  me. 

The  President  thinks  that  the  precedents, 
drawn  from  the  proceedings  of  Oongresa,  ss  to 
the  oonstiCational  power  to  establish  a  bank, 
are  centralised,  by  there  being  two  for,  and 
two  against  the  aathority.  He  supposes  that 
one  Oongress  in  1811,  and  another  in  ISIO, 
decided  against  the  power.  Let  as  examine 
both  of  these  cases.  The  Hosse  of  Represent- 
atives, in  1811,  passed  the  biU  to  reoharter  the 
bank,  and  consequently  alHrnied  the  power. 
The  Senate  daring  the  same  year  were  divided, 
1?  and  17,  and  die  Vice  President  gave  Ilie 
casting  vote.  Of  the  seventeen  who  voted 
^unat  the  bank,  we  know,  from  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Senator  frou  Maryland,  (Ur.  Bmitii,) 
DOW  present^  that  he  entertdned  no  doubt 
whatever  of  the  constitnUonal  power  of  Cun- 
gresB  to  establish  a  bank,  and  that  he  vot«d  ou 
totally  distinct  ground.  Taking  away  his  vote, 
and  siddlng  it  to  the  17  who  voted  for  the  bank, 
tlie  nnmber  wonid  have  stood  18  for,  and  16 
Bcunst  the  power.  Bat  we  know,  further,  that 
Mr.  Gaillard,  Ur.  Anderson,  and  Ur.  Robinson. 
made  a  part  of  that  16 ;  and  that  in  1816  all 
three  of  them  voted  for  the  bank.  Take  those 
three  votes  from  the  IS,  and  add  them  to  the 
IS,  and  the  vote  of  IBll,  as  to  the  qaestion  of 
■the  constitutional  power,  woald  have  been  SI 
■od  18.  And  of  these  tbirteeD,  there  might 
have  bqen  others  still  who  were  not  governed  in 
their  votes  by  any  donbts  of  the  power. 

In  regard  to  the  Oongress  of  191 G,  so  far  Arom 
their  having  ent«rtuned  any  scruples  in  respect 
to  the  power  to  establish  a  bank,  Uiey  actually 
passed  a  bank  bilL  and  thereby  affirmed  the 
power.  It  is  true  that,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
(Ur.  Ohevea,)  they  rejected  another  bank  bill, 
not  on  gronnds  of  want  of  power,  but  upon 
coouderations  of  expediency  m  the  parlicalar 
(tructnre  of  that  bank. 

Both  the  adverse  precedents,  therefore,  relied 
upon  in  the  Message,  operate  directly  against 
the  armament  which  they  were  brought  forward 
to  maintaia.  Oongresa,  by  varions  other  acts, 
in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
has  again  and  agun  sanctioned  the  power. 
And  I  believe  it  may  be  truly  affirmed  thaC^ 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Qovemment  to 
this  day,  there  has  not  been  a  Oongress  opposed 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
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distinct  groand  of  a  want  of  power  to  estab- 
lishiL 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  most  request  the 
indnlgence  of  tbe  Senate,  whilst  I  express  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  myself. 

I  voted  in  1811,  sgsinst  the  old  Bank  of  ^e 
tJnited  States,  and  I  delivered  on  the  occasion  a 
speech,  in  which,  among  other  reasons,  I 
assigned  that  of  it«  being  unooostitntionol. 
My  speech  has  been  read  to  the  Senate  during 
the  progress  of  this  bill,  but  the  reading  of  it 
excited  no  other  regret  than  that  it  was  read  in 
such  a  wretohed,  bangliog,  mangling  manner. 
Daring  a  long  public  life,  (I  mention  the  fact  not 
as  claiming  any  merit  for  it,}  the  only  great  ques- 
tion in  which  I  have  ever  changed  my  opinion,  is 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  tlie 
researches  of  tbe  Senator  had  carried  him  alittle 
further,  he  would,  by  turning  over  a  few  more 
leaves  of  the  same  book  from  which  he  read  my 
speech,  have  found  that  which  I  made  in  1816, 
in  support  of  the  present  bank.  By  the  reasons 
assigned  in  it  for  the  change  of  my  opinion,  I 
am  ready  to  abide  in  the  judgment  of  tbe 

Kgsent  generation  and.  of  posterity.  In  1816, 
ing  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives, 
it  was  perfectly  in  my  power  to  have  said 
nothing  and  done  nothing,  and  tlins  have  con- 
cealed the  change  of  opinion  which  my  mind 
had  undergone.  Bnt  I  did  not  choose  to  remain 
silent  and  escape  responsibility.  I  chose  pub- 
licly to  avow  my  actual  conversion.  The  war, 
and  the  fatal  experience  of  its  disastrous  events, 
bad  changed  me.  Mr.  Madison,  GoTeraor  Pleas- 
ants, and  almost  all  the  public  men  around  me, 
my  political  friends,  had  changed 'their  opinions 
from  the  same  causes. 

The  power  to  establish  a  bank  is  deduced 
from  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
confers  on  Congress  all  powers  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the   enumerated 

e>wers.  In  ISll,  I  believed  a  Bank  of  tbe 
nited  States  not  necessary,  and  that  a  safe 
reliance  might  be  placed  on  the  local  banks, 
in  the  administration  of  the  Bscal  affairs  of  the 
Government.  Tbe  war  taught  ns  many  lessons ; 
and,  among  others,  demonstrated  the  necesutj 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  successfo] 
operations  of  the  Government.     I  will  not 


"  But  bow  stood  the  esse  la  1B16,  when  he  ns 
Galled  opoa  again  to  eiimine  the  powers  of  the 
Genend  Govaniment  to  incorporate  a  national . 
bsnk  ?  A  total  ehsnge  of  idKunuUDoes  was  pre- 
sented— event!  of  the  utmost  magnitude  had  inter- 

"A  general  suspenuon  of  spede  paymeala  had 
taken  ^ace,  and  this  bad  led  to  a  true  of  coaie> 
qu^ces  of  the  most  alarming  natdre.  He  beheld, 
dispersed  over  tbe  immense  extent  of  the  Dnited 
Slates,  about  three   hundred  banking  ins^tutlons. 
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.Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  propose  this, 
that  the  State  baolcB  ma;  withdraw  their  small 
DOtea,  and  find  thel(  csompencatioQ  in  b  larger 
circalatioQ  of  those  of  a  higher  denominatjoa. 
Uj  propositioD  wiU  be,  that,  at  anj  time  after 
the  expiration  of  the  existing  charter  of  the 
banlc,  that  is,  after  1686,  CoogreBS  maj,  if  " 
see  fit,  restrain  the  bank  from  issuing  for  circi 
Ution  notes  or  bills  under  a  given  earn — u^ 
ten  or  twenty  dollara.  This  wUl  diminish  the 
oiroolation,  and  conseqnentlj  the  profits,  of  the 
bank ;  hut  it  is  of  lees  importance  to  make  the 
bank  a  highly  profitable  iastitution  to  the 
■tockholdere,  Uian  that  it  should  be  safe  and 
Dsefnl  to  the  commnnitj.  It  ought  not,  cer- 
tainly, to  be  restrained  from  the  emoyment  of 
Sll  the  fair  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
iscreet  nse  of  its  capital  in  banking  traosac- 
fcns ;  but  the  leading  object,  after  all,  in  its 
oontinnSQCC,  is,  and  ought  to  ba,  not  private 
emolument,  but  public  benefit. 

Measures,  therefore^  such  as  I  have  alluded 
to,  wonld  be  likely,  I  fear,  rather  te  aggravate, 
than  to  remedy  the  evil.  We  must  hope  that 
all  notes  under  fire  dollars  may  be  entirely 
withdrawn  from  circulation,  by  the  consent  of 
the  States  and  the  State  banks ;  and  when  that 
shall  be  done,  their  place  will  be  immediately 
supplied  with  q>ecie.  We  should  then  receive 
on  accession  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  least, 
to  our  specie  oiroulation ;  and  those  ten  mil- 
lions will  find  their  place,  not  in  the  bfmks,  not 
collected  anywhere  u  large  masses,  but  in  con- 
stant nse,  uuong  all  classes,  and  in  hourly 
transfer  from  hand  to  hand.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  BQch  on  addition  would  give  great 
strength  to  our  pecuniary  system,  discourage 
ezoessive  exportation  of  specie,  and  tend  to  re- 
stnun  and  correct  the  evils  of  overtrading. 
England  has  uiplied  the  like  remedy  to  a  Nmi- 
lar  evil,  though  she  has  carried  the  restriction 
much  higher,  and  allowed  the  circulation  of  no 
notes  for  leas  sums  than  five  pounds  sterling. 

I  have  ttiouglit  this  snbjaot,  Mr.  Preddent,  of 
BO  much  importancQ,  as  that  it  was  fit  to  present 
it,  at  this  time,  te  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  propose  to  do  no  more  at  present,  than  to 
insert  snch  a  proTlsion  ss  I  have  described  .in 
this  bill.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  matter 
.may  attract  the  attention  of  those  whose  sgen- 
oj  will  be  deured  to  accomplish  the  general 
object. 
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BaniBD^T,  May  20. 
Baiik  qf  t^e  Uniud  Stata—BecharUr, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
blU  to  modify  and  continue  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  nibBcribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  XTnited 
States. 

Mr.  Uooai  offered  as  an  ameodment  to  the 
bOl  an  additional  section,  providing  that  it 
^oold  not  be  lawful  te  esb^lltji  obranch  in 
any  State  without  tlie  assent  of  that  State; 
that  the  GSf)ital  of  such  branoh  shall  be  enl^ect 


. .  like  HiaimeT  with  that  sfth 

State  bank;  and  that,  if  the  bank  doe«D(«d» 
clare  what  u  the  amount  of  such  opital,!! 
may  be  lawful  for  the  SUte  to  awnme  uj  m 
ticutar  sum  as  the  amonnt  of  the  capital.  It 
M.  did  not  wish,  at  present,  to  press  llie  tot- 
sideration  of  this  amendment^  and  b«  mnal 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  DALLAS  presumed  there  would  he  h  in- 
jection to  the  motion  to  print,  provided  il  U 
not  delay  the  disousaion  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WsBSTEK  prooeeded  to  say  that  jtOtt- 
day  he  had  alluded  to  a  madi&cation  coitiiMl 
in  the  seventh  section,  which  regarded  th  b» 
nus  to  be  paid  by  the  bank  for  ib  eidiBti 
privities.  That  section  provided  that  tbi  ts- 
nns  shSnld  be  paid  in  three  annual  instiloM^ 
of  $000,000  each.  He  would  move  thstitk 
amended,  so  that  the  tiank  ehonld  pay,  bj  w^ 
of  a  i>onus,  an  annuity  or  yeuiy  mm  ■ 
tlG0,OOO,  each  and  every  year  during  itiloi 
of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Uabot  inquired  if  there  was  not  •  pnf 
osition  before  tne  committee,  from  a  M) 
resiieotable  quarter,  to  pay  a  bonui  <i  Dm 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  charter  of  a  bsiik 

Mr.  WaBSTXB  answered  tlial  there  nt. 

Mr.  BurroH  oltjected  to  the  ^ymeat  of  af 
bonus  whatever,  and,  in  Ilea  or  that  qMCictv 
compensation,  expressed  his  opinion  thit  il* 
proper  compeusatiim  for  the  hank,  praridiJ 
this  eicIuMve  privilege  was  sold  to  it,  wM  ^ 
be  to  reduce  the  rate  of  interest  on  losuaHl 
A  redaction  of  interest  wooid  W 


into  the  Treosary,  and  probably  be  lanM 
immediately  on  some  scheme,  poa^bly  tx» 
stitutional  in  Its  nature,  and  sectiona]  in  its  if- 
phoation.  He  wad  not  in  flavor  of  any  lAat 
for  getting  money  into  the  Treasury  a^  prw^ 
The  difficulty  lay  tb  e  other  way. .  The  strng^ 
now  was  to  keep  m<*ney  out  of  the  Trtamjj 
to  prevent  the  aceuniQletion  of  a  euiplDg,-  *■ 
the  reception  of  this  bonus  would  go  to  lai* 
vote  that  difficulty,  by  ipcroosing  that  inrp» 
Kings  might  receive  boHiwes  for  srfling  SMB- 
sive  privileges  to  monopoUpig  companiet.  h 
that  case  his  subjeots  woi«  hear  the  loss,  «* 
he  would  receive  the  profi*!  bf^  ^  •  r^wj 
it  was  incomprehensible  th#  "»«  P«>P»  ™T 
sell  to  a  oompony  the  piF>l««e«  «  »** 
mimey  out  of  themselves.  ■*  *■*  oppcwo" 
the  grant  of  an  ezctusive  J»i™«g« !  "*  ** 
opposed  to  the  sale  of  privili.1*^  <  »■'  H  PT 
ed,  or  sold,  he  was  ta  favwf  of  receivmfW 
price  in  the  way  that  would  »  ™<»*  'fr^ 
■  the  whole  body  of  the  wV^ ;  and,  la  tW 
case,  a  reduction  of  interest  F^^^^  °^!^ 
plish  that  oWect  A  bank,*'»<*  ™™S 
eat  of  the  credit  and  reve*!*  ^^  ^  u 
States  to  bank  upon,  conld  wT  """^  '*  "^ 
loans  ^d  discounts  {or  less  **°,  f^  ^,!H 
turn.  Five  per-centum  wouli^^^J^  ¥,"|" 
foraochabank;  and  he  had  *'«""**''' "* 
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Sank  tfl»»  UmiUi  Statw—Btduulo: 


iru  allowed  for  the  spplicatioo,  that  applico- 
kHiB  enousli  would  be  made  to  take  the  ohar- 


i  why  the  questjon 
>f  renevin^  the  baok  charter  should  not  be  de- 
sided  at  this  tjioe.  He  did  Dot  object  to  dis- 
iosBioD.  It  was  through  discuauou  that  the 
MQple  were  reaohed.  Coogreaflionfll  debates 
jxcited  and  fixed  their  atteaCioD,  often  imparted 
lo  them  taformation,  and  aided  them  ia  reflect- 
ing back  their  wishes  aad  sentiments  upon  their 
raprea^Qtattvea.    He  applauded  the  President 


Eo^baving  broDght  this  subject  before  tlie  Con- 

'  ■ '     people,  in  hia  three  annual  Mes- 

I  well  satisfied  that  tlie  directors 


gMaAi 


of  tbe  bank  had  moved  their  application  at  the 
preaent  time  :  be  had  no  objection  even  to  the 
present  discusuon,  except  that  it  detained  him 
Bom  hts  famity,  and  consumed  time  which  be 
wisfeed  to  einploj  on  Eubjeots  of  more  immedi- 
ate and  preeaing  importance  to  his  oonstitn- 
ents;  but  he  took  a  clear 3nd  broad  distinction 
between  diacnaaion  and  de^ioQ ;  and  ea  dis- 
CDsaion  ahould  always  precede  decision,  and 
kave  aa  mnch  time  for  consideration  afterwarda 
as  poaaibte,  he  wbb  opposed  to  decision  now. 
There  was  certainly  no  necesuty  for  it.  The 
bank  charter  had  fonr  years  yet  to  run,  and 
two  years  after  that  to  oontinoe  in  force  for 
winding  np  its  afikirs ;  in  all,  aiz  yean  before 
the  dissolution  of  the  corporation :  and  if  he 
was  to  name  the  trae  appropriate  time  for  Con- 
greas  t«  make  its  deciNon,  it  wonld  be  in  the 
two  years  which  intervened  between  the  expi- 
ration of  the  ebarter  and  the  diasolation  of  Uie 
aorpoiatioa;  aod  this  would  remit  the  final 
decision  to  the  Oongresa  which  wonld  ait  be- 
tween 188S  and  188S.  The  stockholders  bad 
not  ^tplied  for  the  recharter  at  this  aestDon. 
Tbeir  resolution,  adopted  in  triennial  meeting 
last  September,  anthorized  the  president  and 
directors  to  apply  at  any  time  before  the  next 
trieoaial  meeting,  which  wonld  be  in  Septem- 
ber, 18S4 ;  so  that,  aceording  to  the  reaolntion 
<rf  the  itockholdera,  there  were  yet  two  sea- 
siona  of  Congress  to  be  held  before  the  qnntioa 
need  he  decided. 

Many  reasons  oppose  tbe  final  action  of  Con- 
gress ap<Hi  this  sohjeot  at  the  proaenf  time. 
Wa  are  eshansted  wiUi  the  tedimn,  if  not  with 
tiw  labore  of  a  six  months'  session.  Onr  hearts 
and  mioda  must  be  at  btnne,  though  onr  bodiea 
are  liere.  Mentally  and  bodily  we  are  unable 
to  give  the  attention  and  coneSderation  to  this 

rl^on,  which  the  magnitude  of  its  principles, 
extent  and  variety  of  its  detwls,  demand 


™n  OS.    Other  subjects  of  n 
and  preadng  interest  most  be  tl 

make  way  for  it.    The  r«dncti r. 

of  the  public  lands,  for  which  the  new  States 
1*TB  been  petitjonina  for  so  many  years,  and 
the  modification  of  tne  tart^  the  ooudDuance 
of  which  seema  to  be  weakening  the  cement 
Thich  binds  this  Union  together,  must  he  post- 
poned, and  poadbly  Io»t  for  the        '       " 


go  on*  with  the  bank  question.  Why  has  the 
tariff  been  dropped  in  tbe  Senate  I  Every  one 
reoolleota  the  haate  with' which  that  snt^ect 
was  taken  up  in  this  chamber;  how  it  was 
pushed  to  a  oertaia  point ;  and  how  suddenly 
and  gently  it  has  given  way  to  the  bank  hill  I 
la  there  any  union  of  interest — any  conjanc- 


the  United  Btates  Bank  and  the- American  sys- 
tem t  Gertmnly  they  enter  the  field  togetiier, 
one  here,  the  other  yonder,  (pointing  to  the 
Ilouse  of  RepresentativeB,)  and  leaving  a  clear 
stage  to  each  other,  they  press  at  onoe  upon 
botn  wings,  and  announce  a  perfect  non-inter- 
^reooe,  u  not  mnlaal  aid,  in  the  double  victory 
which  la  to  be  achieved.  Why  have  the  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
turea,  and  for  taking  np  which  notices  hafa 
been  ^ven,  why  are  tiiey  so  suddenly,  so  easily, 
so  gently,  abandoned  t  Why  is  the  land  bill, 
reported  by  the  same  committee,  and  a  pledge 

E'lven  to  call  it  up  when  the  Committee  on  Public 
ands  had  mode  their  counter  report,alao  suffered 
to  sleep  on  the  table  t  The  oounter  report  is 
madej  it  ia  printed;  it  lies  on  every  table;  why 
not  go  on  with  the  lands,  when  the  settlement 
of  the  question  of  the  amount  of  revenue  to 
be  derived  from  that  aonroe  preoedea  the  tariff 
question,  and  mnst  be  setUea  before  we  know 
bow  mnch  revenue  ahould  be  lused  from  im- 
ports t 

An  nnfinished  mvestigatiou  preseiited  an- 
other reason  for  delay  in  the  final  action  of 
Congress  on  this  sntject.  The  Eonse  ot  Bep- 
resentatives  had  i^ipolnted  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  afiurs  of  the  bank ;  they  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  limit  of  the  time  allotted  them ; 
had  reported  adveraely  to  the  bank,  and  espe- 
oially  against  the  renewing  of  the  charter  at 
this  session;  and  had  nrged  the  neoeeMty  of  fnr- 
thar  examinations.  Would  the  Senate  proceed 
while  tbia  nnfinished  Investigation  was  depend- 
ing in  the  House?  Wonld  thej  act  so  aato 
limit  the  inveatieatioQ  to  the  fbw  weeks  wtdoh 
were  allowed  the  committee,  when  we  have 
from  fonr  to  six  years  on  hand  in  which  to 
make  it  t  The  reports  of  this  committee,  to 
the  amonnt  of  some  10,000  copies,  bad  been 
ordered  bv  the  two  Houses  of  Oongresa,  to  be 
distributed  among  the  people.  For  what  pur- 
pose! Certainly  that  the  people  may  read 
them,  make  np  their  minds  upon  their  con- 
tents, and  commnnicate  their  sentiments  to 
their  repreeenlativea.  But  theee  reports  are 
not  yet  distributed ;  they  are  not  yet  read  by 
the  people ;  and  jvhy  order  this  distribution 
without  waiting  for  ita  effects,  when  there  is  so 
much  time  on  haodt  Why  treat  the  people 
with  this  mockery  of  a  pretended  oonspltation, 
while  proceeding  to  act  before  they  can  read 
what  we  have  ordered  to  be  sent  to  themt 
Nay,  more,  the  very  documents  npon  which 
the  reports  are  fbnnded  are  yet  unprintedl 
The  Senate  ia  actually  poshed  into  this  disoua- 
sion,  withoot  having  seen  the  endeooe  whidt 


ogle 
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and  which  tb«  Senate  its«If  baa  ordered 
printed  (or  the  tue  of  its  memben  I 

Hie  decision  of  thU  questioii,  continned  Hr. 
B^  does  not  beloDp  to  this  Consren,  but  to  the 
Ooagreas  which  will  be  eleotea  under  the  new 
oenans  of  18S0.  It  looked  to  him  like  UBOrpa- 
tion  for  thia  Oongre«s  to  adze  npob  a  qnestion 
d  this  magnitode,  which  need  not  be  decided 
until  the  new  and  fall  representation  of  the 
people  comes  in,  and,  if  decided,  the  decision 
of  which  is  irrevocable,  thongh  it  cannot  take 
effect  nntil  1880,  that  is  t«  mj,  until  three 
jeaAi  liter  the  new  and  full  represeiitation 
would  be  in  power.  What  Congrem  ia  thiat 
It  ia  the  apportionment  of  4820,  furmed  on  a 
population  of  ten  milliona  of  people.  It  is  jnst 
going  out  of  existence.  A  new  Oongreas,  ap- 
jArtioned  npon  a  representetion  of  thirteen 
miUions,  ia  already  provided  for  b;  law,  and 
after  the  4th  of  March  next — within  nine 
months  from  thia  day — will  be  in  power,  and 
entitled  to  their  seats  where  we  now  ait.  That 
Congress  will  oontun  thirty  membera  more 
Hiah  the  present.  Hilliona  of  people  are  now 
nnrepresented,  who  will  be  tLen  represented. 
The  West  alone  luaea  twenty  vot«s  I — in  the 
"West  alone,  a  million  of  peofue  lose  their  Toice 
in  the  decision  of  thia  question  I  And  why  t 
What  esonset  What  necessity  I  What  plea 
for  tbia  endden  haste  which  interrupts  an  nn- 
finished  investigation,  sets  aside  the  immediate 
bu^ness  of  the  people,  and  usarps  t^e  rights  of 
our  successors^  No  plea  in  the  world,  except 
that  a  ^Wsntic  moneyed  institution  refasee  to 
wait,  ud  must  have  her  imperial  wiahea  imme- 
diately  gratified.  If  charters  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  ahonld  t>e  with  as  little  invamon  of  the 
lights  of  posterity — with  as  little  encroach- 
ment npop  the  privileges  of  our  snceessora,  as 
possible.  Once  in  ten  yeais,  and  that  at  the 
oommenoement  of  each  fnll  representation  un- 
der a  new  census,  would  be  uie  most  proper 

Mr.  B.  had  nothing  to  do  with  motives.  He 
neitber  preferred  sccnsationB,  nor  prononnced 
absidutiona ;  bat  it  was  impcwsible  to  abut  his 
eyes  upon  facts,  and  to  dose  up  his  reason 
against  the  deduction  of  inevitable  inferences. 
■flke  Presidontiftl  election  was  at  hand— it 
woold  come  on  in  four  months — and  here  was 
a  question  which,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  must 
affect  that  election — in  tlie  opinion  of  some, 
may  decide  it — which  is  pressed  on  for  decision 
four  years  before  it  is  necessary  to  decide  it, 
uid  six  'years  before  it  ought  to  be  decided. 
Why  this  sodden  presanre?  Is  it  to  throw  tie 
bank  bill  into  the  hasda  of  the  President,  to 
solve,  by  a  practical  reference,  the  disputed 
problem*of  tbe  Executive  veto,  and  to  place 
the  President  nnder  a  cross  fire  from  the  oppo- 
Nte  banks  of  the  Potomac  River  t  He  (Mr.  B.) 
knew  nothing  about  that  veto,  bat  he  knew 
something  of  homan  nature,  and  something  of 
the  lights  of  the  people  under  our  representa- 
'  tive  form  of  Government;  and  be  would  be 


ftee  to  say  that  a  veto  which  would  atop  tia 
encroachment  of  a  minority  of  Congress  open 
the  rights  of  its  anccessora — which  would  arrert 
a  frightful  act  of  legislative  nsnniKticni — whidi 
would  retrieve  for  the  people  the  rigbt  of  de- 
liberation, and  of  action — which  woold  aired 
the  overwhelming  proKrees  of  a  ^guitie  men- 
eyed  institntioii — which  would  prcTcnt  Ohio 
from  being  deprived  of  five  votes,  Indiana  fron 
loriog  four,  Tennessee  four,  Illinois  two,  Ala- 
bama two,  Kentucky,  Misnsuppi  and  Missonri 
one  eaob — which  would  save  six  vat«s  to  S*W 
York  and  two  to  Pennsylvania ;  a  veto,  in 
short,  which  would  protect  the  righlB.o^t%o 
millions  of  people,  now  nnre{H«Bented  in  Cm- 
greas,  would  be  an  act  of  ocmstitational  jostiot 
to  the  people,  which  ought  to  raiae  the  Ften- 
dmt,  and  eertwnly  would  ruse  hina,  tu  «  b^cr 
degree  of  favor  in  the  estirastiOD  of  every  re- 
publican citisen  of  tbt  community  than  be  now 
enjoyed.  By  passing  on  the  charter  now.  Con- 
gress woold  lose  sU  check  and  control  over  th* 
institution  for  the  four  years  it  had  yat  to  i^  . 
The  pendency  of  tbe  question  was  a  rod  ovtr 
its  head  for  these  four  years;  to  decide  ibt 
question  now,  is  to  free  it  from  all  reabaint, 
and  turn  it  loose  to  play  what  part  It  pleaKd 
in  all  our  aSiairs — elections.  State,  federal,  and 
Preaidential^tbat  it  pleased. 

Mr.  B.  B^d  he  had  given  reasons  eaough  ta 
show  the  inexpedieucy  of  final  action  npon  thk 
question  at  present ;  but  he  had  amotber  ream 
to  give,  of  a  nature  entirely  different  ftoa 
those  he  had  urged,  and  one  which  was  entitled 
to  the  consideration,  nt^  only  <rf  the  peoplei 
remea^tatjves  here,  but  of  Uie  peopln  ^loa- 
selves  at  home.  It  was  a  reason  which  wo«U 
address  itself  to  that  portion  of  the  petqde,  and 
their  representatives,  who  were  in  favor  rf  b«- 
tional  banking,  but  not  wedded  to  the  pi«sest 
British  mooarohial  bank,  miscalled  %ank  of  tke 
United  States.  He  alluded  to  tbe  esUUi^ 
ment  of  several  American  banks,  with  tnodei^ 
ate  capitals,  and  without  exdosive  privileM 
to  be  located  in  the  different  sections  of  Uii 
Union,  and  to  supersede  and  succeed  the  pre*- 
ent  gigantic  institution.  This  was  tbe  pl&n  of 
Mr.  Madison.  He  suggested  it  in  his  speecb 
in  the,  Honse  of  Bepresentativee,  in  the  year 
1T91,  ag^at  the  establishment  of  tbe  fir< 
United  States  Bank,  and  recMumended  it  to 
the  consideration  of  those  who  were  deter- 
mined to  embark  the  United  &tal«s  in  Ae 
banking  career,  he  himself  i>eing  o|^iosed  to 
any  b^ks ;  but  if  there  was  one,  ha  insiaud 
there  onght  to  be  several.  Tbe  genins  of  otr 
republican  Government,  the  equal  privileges  at 
the  people,  the  extent  of  our  country,  ths 
diversity  of  our  pursuits,  and  our  abburrtaee 
of  monopolies,  would  all  require  the  multipli- 
cation and  diffusion  of  banks,  if  tber«  was  a^ 
aingle  one.  Mr.  Madiaun  compUned  of  tbt 
prtmeness  of  our  statesmen  to  copy  TVig^iA  a.- 
amples,  without  considering  tbe  difference  be- 
tween the  genius  of  the  RngTiah  GovertaiMot 
and  OUT  own.    Theirs  was  a  monarcby ;  omf  • 
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^public:  tnein  preferred  ■  siii^e  b&nk,  with 


tud  power  in  tlte  hands  of  &  few ;  oars  (if  it 
idmilted  of  any  bank)  woald  require  several, 
Kcause  it  kbhorred  exclusive  privileges,  and 

Soired  the  difTnsion  of  wealth  and  power, 
[  the  eqnal  distribution  of  benefits,  as  well 
IS  barden^  to  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
Fnggestion  of  itr.  Hadison  bad  appeared  to 
lim  (Hr.  B.)  to  be  eminently  inst  and  proper 
h>m  the  time  that  he  first  read  it ;  and  be  had 
>een  eoUrelj  oonfinned  in  .that  opinion,  and 
»nvinced  of  the  advantage  of  several  banks 
)Ter  one,  (if  there  are  to  be  any,)  even  lu  a 
nonarchy,  by  tracing  and  coraparins;  the  hia- 
nry  of  tbe  three  Bcottish  banks  witii*  the  sin- 
gle British  bank.  In  reading  this  bistffry,  he 
lad  seen  tbe  advantage  of  checking  powers  in 
wnking  Govemnients  as  welLas  in  political 
jovemments.  The  three  Scoftish  banks  had 
leld  each  other  in  check,  had  proceeded  mod' 
irately  in  all  their  operations,  eondnci«d  their 
Easiness  regularly  and  prndently,  and  always 
[ept  theraaelves  in  a  condition  to  face  their 
nvdit^rs;  while  the  angle  English  bank,  hav- 
ing no  check  from  rival  tnstitntions.  ran  riot  in 
li«  wintoDnese  of  its  own  nnbrtdled  power, 
lelnging  the  country,  when  it  please^  with 
HLper,  aiid  fllliog  it  with  specnlation  and  ex- 
iravanace;  drawing  In  again  when,  it  pltiasecl, 
mdfiUing  it  with  bankruptcy  and  pauperism; 
>ften  transcending  it«  limits,  and  twice  stop- 
ling  payment,  and  once  for  a  period  of  twenty 
rears.  There  can  be  no  qnestion  of  the  inoom- 
Mrable  superiority  of  the  Scottish  banking  sys- 
xm  over  uie  English  banking  system,  even  in 
1  monanshy ;  and  this  has  been  officially  an- 
loonced  to  the  Bank  of  England  by  the  British 
Ifinistry,  as  fiw  back  as  the  year  1820,  with  the 
rothentio  declaration  that  the  English  systei 
rf  bulking  mnst  be  assimilated  to  tbe^cottis.. 
lyBtem,  and  that  her  exclnsive  privilege  could 
Mver  be  renewed.  This  was  done  in  a  oorre- 
ipondence  between  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr,  Robinson,  Chan- 
MUor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the 
Sovemor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
Sndand  on  the  other.  In  their  letter  of  the 
.8111  January,  183S,  the  two  Mintstars,  adverts 
Dg  to  the  fact  of  the  stoppage  of  payment,  and 
«peated  oonmlstons  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
rhito  the  Scottish  banks  had  been  wholly  fr«e 
K>in  Rach' calamitiea,  declared  their  conviction 
hat  there  existed  an  unsound  and  ddnsive  sys- 
em  of  banking  in  England,  and  a  sonnd  and 
olid  system  in  Scotland!  And  they  gave  the 
iffleial  aMurance  of  the  British  Government, 
bat  neither  his  Majeaty's  Ministers,  nor  Parlia- 
nent,  would  ever  agree  to  renew  the  charter 
f  tile  Bank  of  England  with  their  exdasive 
'rivileges  1  Exclnsive  privileges,  they 
rere  out  of  foshion  I  Nor  is  it  renew€  .  . . 
his  day,  though  the  charter  is  within  nine 
lontha  of  its  expiration  I 


In  the  peculiar  excellence  of  the  Scottish 
plan,  lie  a  few  plun  and  obvious  principlea, 
closely  related  to  republican  ideas.    Rrat.   No 
eiclnstve  privileges.     Secondly.    Three  inde- 
pendent banks  to  check  and  control  each  other, 
and  dlfi^ise  their  benefits,  instead  of  one  to  do 
as  it  pleased,  And  monopolize  tbe  moneyed 
rer.     Thirdly.   The  liability  of  each  aUwk-   ' 
ler  for  the  amount  of  his  stock,  on  tbe  fail- 
of  the  bank  to  redeem  its  notes  in  apeci*. 
Fourthly.  The  payment  of  a  moderate  interest 
deposits.      Upon  these  few  plain  principles, 

.  of  them  founded  in  repnblioan  notions, 
equal  rights,  and  eqnal  Justice,  the  Scottish 
banks  have  advanoea  themlelves  to  the  first 
rank  in  Enrope,  have  eclipsed  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  cansed  It  to  be  condemned  in  its 

wn  conntry,  and  have  made  themselves  the 

lodel  of  ^1  fature  banking  insUtntions  ta 
Great  Britain.  And  now,  it  would  be  a  onri- 
political  phenomenon,  and  might  give  rise 
to  some  interesting  speculations  on  the  advance 
of  free  principles  in  England,  and  their  decline 
in  America,  if  the  Scottish  republican  plan  of 
banking  should  t>e  rdected  here,  while  pre- 
^rred  there,  and  the  British  monarchial  plan, 
which  Is  condemned  there,  should  be  perpetu- 
ated here!  and  this  double  iooongmity  com- 
mitted without  necessity,  without  excuse,  with- 
out giving  tbe  people  time  to  consider,  and  to 
commnnioate  their  sentiments  to  their  constitu- 
ents, when  there  are  four,  if  not  six  jearH,  for 
them  to  consider  the  subject  1>efi)re  final  de- 
Mflion  is  required  I 

Ur.  B.  concluded  with  saying  that  the  plan 
which  he  suggested  was  not  only  to  be  repub- 
lican, but  Amerioan ;  it  was  to  admit  of  lU) 
stockholders  but  Aiose  who  were  citisens.    The. 

Siresent  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  full  of 
oreigners.  It  was  monarchial  in  ita^organiza- 
tioQ,  and  foreini  in  its  character.  The  former 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  justly  odioua, 
and  truly  condemned,  on  account  of  its  foreign 
composition ;  and  the  present  bank  was  more 
largely  imbued  with  foreign  ctu>ital  than  llie 
fbrmer  one  was.  Foreigners,  In  the  former 
bank,  held  bnt  18,000  shares  of  $400  each, 
making  $7,300,000  of  stock;  in  tbe  present 
bank,  they  own  S4,0S5  shares  of  |100  each, 
making  |8,40a,GOO  of  stock.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  the  foreigners  have  no  votes  :  those 
who  have  the  money  will  role  in  all  moneyed 
institutions.  They  had  no  votes  in  tbe  former 
bank ;  bnt  the  repnblioans  of  1811  would  not 
tolerate '  an  institution  of  which  they  were 
members.  The  best  featare  in  the  Scottish 
plan  of  l>ankins — the  best  which  he  proposed 
m  the  plan  hehad  sketched— was  the  liariilily 
of  stockholders  for  the  amount  of  their  stock. 
This,  of  coarse,  would  require  American  stock- 
holders ;  as  a  privilege  to  sne  British  lords  and 
ladies  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  would 
be  a  nugatory  and  ridlcnlons  provirion. 

Mr.  U.ATT01I  had  a  few  observations  to  mak« 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  irom  Uiaaoari,  ^fr. 
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Bkktoh,)  on  the  postponement  of  tlie  biU  to  a 
more  adviiac«d  period.  He  bad  ioggested  th&t 
part;  feelings  would  be  engendered  with  it,  and 
tli&t,  in  conseqaence  of  the  PresideDtial  elec- 
tdon,  it  would  beoome  a  partj  question  with 
the  people,  and  therefore  oyght  to  be  post- 
poned. He  would  reply  to  the  gentleman,  that 
the  qneetiim  has  been  pressed  on  Congresa  at 
this  Terj  aesnon  bj  the  President  hiraselfi  and 
their  acting  on  it  is  in  perfect  accordance  with 
the  sentdments  he  has  iapresBed. 

[Ur.  CL1.ITOK  here  read  the  paragraph  in 
the  last  Heesage  in  reference  to  the  subject] 

As  he  (Hr.  C),  understood  the  sentence,  the 
Freddent  had  conceived  it  his  duty  to  press 
the  earlj  decirion  of  this  important  qnestioD  on 
the  people,  nor  could  he  see,  nor  appreciate, 
the  principle  laid  down  hy  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
B.,}  how  it  could  influence  the  election,  or  be 

rt  aside  on  that  accoont,  when  the;  were  told 
had  been  brought  before  them  bj  the  Presi- 
dent hinuelC 

Bat,  again,  he  (Ur.  C.)  would  inquire  of  the 
Benator  from  lliBsonri,  if  his  argument  were 
now  good,  as  to  its  poetponemeut  till  the  time 
.  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  why  he  had  so 
etreononaly  pressed  a  decision  on  Uie  qnestion 
even  last  session.  If  the  Kentleman's  memory 
will  only  serve  him,  or  if  he  will  turn  to  what 
is  recorded  on  their  Journals,  he  will  find  that, 
on  the  2d  of  Febmary,  1831,  a  resolution  was 
introduced  by  himself,  that  "  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress should  be  expressed  against  renewing  the 
diarter."  In  that  year  Uie  gentleman  had 
thonght  it  right  for  Congress  to  pass  on  its 
oonstitationality — why  not  now,  in  1832 !  He 
(Hr.  0.)  oonld  not  see  the  fciroe  of  the  gentle- 
man's reasoning  respecting  the  new  ratio.  The 
Freddent  had  not  refen«d  to  it,  nor  was  it 
probable  it  had  ever  occurred  to  him ;  and  it 
appealed  to  him  (Ifr.  C.)  that  the  President 
had  plooed  it  before  the  present  Congress.  He 
trusted,  he  was  confident,  that,  in  deciding  the 

ration,  party  feelings  would  have  no  place. 
perfectly  aijroed  with  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  conamittee,  (Mr.  Dallas,)  that  it 
should  be  solely  a  Ii^^ative  bunness,  and  that 
tbey  should  act  on  it  as  such,  and  not  sufier 
themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  any  bias  or 
pr^odioe  whatever,  or  other  feelings.  It  was 
a  measure  in  which  the  interests  oi  the  whole 
American  people  were  involved,  and  if  aught 
of  party  feelings  would  have  place,  they  woold 
not  be  introduced  by  himself  or  the  friends 
with  whom  he  generally  coincided  in  senti- 
ment. There  waa  no  occasion  for  him  to  dwell 
on  the  general  features  of  the  measure,  after 
the  eloquent  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fi«m 
Massachosetta  (Mr.  Wbbstib)  yesterday, 

Hr.  Uabct  hoped  the  Senator  from  Uassa- 
ohosetta  would  pot  his  proposition  in  blank, 
that  we  may  increase  the  amonnt  of  the  bonus. 
It  had  been  declared  by  a  very  intelligent  friend 
of  the  bank,  that  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
wonld  increase  the  value  of  ^le  stock,  by  the 
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amount  of  seventeen  miUione  of  dollan.  . 
was  proper,  therefore,  that  the  GovemmcE: 
should  have  a  suitable  equivalent  for  tli«  be~  ~^ 
thus  to  be  conferred  on  the  stockholders. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  oa  Vr.  Tb- 
btib'b  amendment,  and  It  was  decided  m  tte 
affirmative — yeas  83,  nays  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bektos,  the  Teas  and  B 
being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  SetiahK^  pH» 
ent,  those  who  voted  are  a&/ollows : 

Tau.— MeasTB.  Bell,  Bnckner,  CtMmbcm  <3v. 
GUyton,  DkUks,  Ellis,  £«in^  Foot,  FreliagboTia. 
Gruiidj,  Hsyne,  Hendricks,  Johnston,  KiB£,  Em^ 
HiUer,  Hoore,  Niudun,  Poiudeiter,  Prvnliga,  Bsi- 
bins,  Robinson,  Sejmour,  Slsbee,  Tazevefl,  C^ 
ton,  TomlinsoD,  Wsggimui,  WelMter,  WUr, 
Wilkina.* 

(fiA, — Henra.  B#nton,  Brown,  Diekemm,  IW- 
ley,  Kll,  Haognni,  Mmrvj,  Smilh,  Sptagae,  TMm 

Ur.  WbbsiA  then  Enbmitt«d  two  aincnt- 
ments,  and  moved  that  they  be  prioted  ;  whid 
was  ordered.   , 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  bill  t* 
modify  and  continue  the  charter  of  the  BmI 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendments  pn- 
posed  b;  Mr.  'Webstbr,  being  in  subBtonce — 

IsL  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmr 
shoold,  at  any  time  hereuler,  when  directid 
by  the  President,  have  the  power  to  pnrchiN 
additional  stock  in  the  bank  to  an  amount  m 
exceeding  three  millions;  and 

2d.  That  it  should  not  be  lawfbl  for  Ik 
bank,  after  the  4th  of  March,  1831,  to  is 
any  nol^  of  a  less  valne  than dollars. 

Mr.  WKBeTKB  accede  to  the  soggestion  i 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that,  ta 
reference  to  hia  first  amendment,  Congrea 
could  act  hereafter,  whenever  sach  ac^M 
should  be  called  for  by  circtunstanoes.  Ht 
would  not  therefore  press  thnt  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Wkbstib  said  a  few  words  in  defence  <rf 
his  second  amendment,  which  imposed  no  le- 
stricUon  until  alter  the  expiration  of  the  pres- 
ent charter.  The  effect  of  bis  propoutioD  woaU 
be  to  introduce  more  specie  into  circnlatiaB. 
and  to  bani^  the  amell  notes  with  which  tbe 
country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  fill  tb« 
blank  with  ten  dollars,  but  expressed  his  nfQ' 
iugness  to  vote  for  a  higher  restrictioD,  if  ny 
Senator  should  move  it. 

Mr.  BiifTOS^  wonld  propose  to  snbstitil* 
twenty  dollars,  and  would  ask  for  the  ye»  si>d 
nays  on  the  queetioa.  He  aDuded  to  the  prtee- 
dent  in  England,  of  fixing  on  a  high  amoimt 
and  to  the  evils  that  had  occurred  from  a  oixt- 
trary  system,  by  the  efibrta  of  connterfUlcn 
being  confined  to  notes  tJamall  amonnt,  Ma^ 
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al&titig  among  the  Ittboring  and  poorer  dasaes, 
rho  were  less  able  to  detect  the  forgery.  The 
lOtet)  of  the  Coited  States  Bank,  also,  clrcolat- 
ag  to  the  greatest  distance,  where  connlcrAiita 
rere  lew  liable  to  be  detected,  if  of  a  low 
moont,  aod  tha*  oircalating  among  the  Dmr- 
«tjiig  class,  might  icdnce  the  same  evUe. 

lii.  Clat  mentioned  the  state  of  the  hank- 
Qg  system  in  Kentnoky — the  failure  of  several 
«nl^  When  he  first  heard  the  amendment, 
«  was  opposed  tcTit.  The  proposition  to  pass 
s  eiuetinent  thns  restricting  the  amonnt  of 
he  notes,  would  serionsly  affect  the  resouroM 
f  thkt  State — they  had  no  bonk  of  their  own, 
od,  by  raising  the  notes  of  the  bank  above 
Ive  dollars,  they  woold  have  to  have  recourse 

0  the  notes  of  their  neighlwring  States  for 
heir  oiroolating  medium,  to  transact  their  or- 
inary  boainees  amd  dealing.  <  Therefore,  he 
ras  opposed  to  a  higher  sum  than  ten  dollars, 
od  would  only  agree  to  this,  as  a  discretionary 
avor  resting  in  Conipeas  wheUier  it  might  be 
mdent.  hereafter  to  fix  on  that  amonnt. 

After  n  few  remarks  from  Hr.  Foot  and  Mr. 
^AMmtBS,  Uie  qnestion  was  taken  on  filling  the 
ilank  with  twenty  dollars^  when  it  was  o^^ed 
D ;  and  the  amendment  tnin  shaped  was  eon- 
nured  in. 

Thieatwt  of  the  Baiik  Stock  hjf  tA«  Slalel. 

T£t.  UooKi  then  moved  his  amendment,  Ist, 
Qiat  no  branch  shonld  be  established  in  anv 
!tate,  without  the  assent  of  the  St«t«;  and, 
Id,  That  every  branch  shall  be  liable  to  taza- 
jon  in  the  Btate  as  the  Btate  banks  are,  or  in 
proportion  as  otier  property  is  taxed. 

Mr.  WiBSTEB  said  he  tmsted  the  Senate 
ironld  not  aot  on  these  propositions,  withont 
Uly  understanding  their  bearing  and  ext«nt 
?or  my  own  part,  etid  he,  I  look  npon  the  two 
Mrta  of  the  amendment,  as  snbstontially  of  the 
<Mne  character.    Each,  in  my  opinion,  confers 

1  power  in  the  States  to  eipel  the  bonk  at  their 
pleasure ;  in  other  words,  entirely  to  defeat  the 
operations  and  destroy  the  capacity  for  nsefnl- 
Msa  of  the  whole  bank.  The  simple  qnestion 
is,  than  we.  by  our  own  act,  in '  the  charier 
tself,  give  the  States  permission  to  expel  the 
unk  u>d  all  its  branchee  from  their  limits,  at 
heir  own  pleasure  I  The  first  part  of  the 
imendment  gives  this  permisuon  in  express 
«rms;  and  the  latter  part  gives  it  in  effect, 
>f  anuioriiing  the  States  to  tax  the  loans  and 
nnes  of  the  bank,  with  no  effeotnal  limitation. 
!t  ^ipeara  to  me  idle  to  say  that  this  power 
lay  be  safely  given,  Ijecanse  it  will  not  be  ei- 
ircised.  Jl  u  to  be  given,  I  presnme,  on  the 
npnodtion  that  probably  some  of  the  States 
*iJl  choose  t«  exercise  it ;  else  why  is  it  given 
t  all!  And  will  they  not  so  choose?  We 
lave  already  heard,  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
late, of  two  oases  in  which  States  attempted 
o  exercise  a  power  of  this  kind,  when  they 
lid  not  oonatitatjoaally  possess  it.  Two  States 
■are  tued  the  branonu,  for  the  avowed  pnr- 
NMe  of  driving  them  oot  of  it|dr  llmita,  and 
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their  right  If,  then,  theee  attempts  have  been 
made  to  exercise  this  power,  when  it  was  not  , 
legally  possessed,  and  against  the  will  of  CAi- 
gresa,  is  there  any  donbt  it  will  be  exercised 
when  its  exercise  shall'  b«  permitted,  and  in- 
vited by  the  proposed  anjenament  t  No  doubt. 
In  my  mind,  the  power,  if  granted,  will  be  ex- 
ercised, and  the  main  object  of  continning  the 
bonk  thus  defeated.  ■ 

Now,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  donbt  exceed- 
ingly onr  power  to  adopt  this  amendment,  and 
I  pray  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  regard  to  this  point.  In  the  first  plao^ 
let  me  ask,  what  is  the  constitotlonal  gronna 
on  which  Congress  created  this  corporation, 
and  on  which  we  now  propose  to  continne  it) 
There  is  no  express  anthority  to  create  a  bank, 
or  any  other  corporation,  given  to  us  by  the 
constitntion.  The  power  is  derived  by  impli- 
cation. It  has  been  exeroiaed,  and  can  be  ex- 
ercised, only  on  the  ground  of  a  jnst  necessilj. 
It  Is  to  be  mdntoin^  if  at  all,  on  the  allega- 
tion that  the  establishment  of  a  national  bulk 
is  a  Jnst  and  neoessory  means  of  carrying  on 
the  Government,  and  of  execnting  the  powers 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitntion.  On 
this  ground.  Congress  has  established  this  bank, 
and  on  this  it  Is  now  proposed  to  be  eontinned. 
And  it  has  already  been  jndicially  decided  that 
Congress  having  established  a  bank  for  theM 
purposes,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
prohibits  the  States  from  taxing  it.  Observe, 
sir.  It  is  the  constitntion,  not  the  law,  which 
lays  this  prohibition  on  the  States,  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  does  not  declare  that  the  Statea 
shall  not  tax  It  It  says 'not  one  word  on  that 
snlject.  The  restraint  is  imposed  not  by  Con- 
gress, but  by  a  higher  anthority,  the  constitu- 
tion. Now,  sir,  I  ask  how  we  can  relieve  the 
States  fh>m  this  constitutional  prohibition.  It 
is  true  that  this  prohibition  is  not  imposed  in 
express  terms;  but  it  results  from  the  general 
provisions  of  the  constitntion,  and  has  been 
Jodicidly  decided  to  exist  in  full  force.  This  is 
a  protection,  then,  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  by  its  own  force,  holds  over 
this  instrament^  which  Congress  has  deemed 
neoMsary  to  be  created,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  Government,  so  soon  as  Congress,  exercis- 
ing its  own  Judgment,  has  choseu  to  create  IL 
Can  we  throw  ofiT,  from  this  Qovemment,  this 
constitutional  protection  ?  I  think  it  clear 'we 
cannot.  We  cannot  repeal  the  constitution. 
We  cannot  say  that  every  power,  every  branob, 
every  institution,  and  every  law  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; shall  not  have  all  the  force,  all  the 
sanction,  and  all  the  protection,  which  the  con- 
stitution gives  it.  By  the  constitution,  every 
law  of  Congress  U  finally  to  be  considered,  and 
ils  construction  ultimately  settled  by  the  Su- 
preme Conrt  of  the  United  States.  These  very 
acta,  before  referred  to,  taxing  the  bank&^  were 
held  valid  by  mora  or  fewer  of  the  States* 
jBdioatnres,  but  were  finally  pronounced  nn- 
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constitutional  by  tho  Saprema  Cbort  of  the 
tFnited  States ;  and  thia,  not  b;  foroe  of  aoj 
words  in  the  ohart«r,  but  by  force  of  the  con- 
B^tution  itaelfi  I  ask  whether  it  is  oom|>etent 
for  us  to  revBrae  thia  prorisioa  of  the  oonstjto- 
tion.  and  to  any  that  toe  lawn  of  Oongress  shall 
receive  their  nltimate  oonstruction  from  the 
Btate  contts.  Ag^:  .llie  coostitntioa  give* 
Congress  a  right  to  lay  duties  of  impostfi,  and 
it  prohibits  the  eiarciae  of  any  such  power  bj 
the  States.  Bow,  it  so  liappens  that  the  na- 
tional Treasury  ia  fall,  and  the  State  Treastuies 
■re  &r  less  so.  It  might  be  thought  very  oon- 
Teoient  that  a  part  of  the  receipts  at  the  cns- 
t«iD-hoQses  should  be  received  by  the  States. 
But  will  any  man  say  that  Oongress  could  now 
authorize  the  States  to  lay  and  collect  imposta 
under  any  restrictions  or  limitations  whatever  1 
No  one  will  pretend  it.  That  would  be  to 
make  a  new  partition  of  power  between  this 
Government  and  the  State  Qoveramenta.  ilr. 
Madison  has  very  correctly  observed,  that  the 
asaent  of  tiie  States  cannot  confer  a  new  power 
on  Gongress,  except  in  those  cases  especi%]ly 
provided  in  the  constitution.  This  is  very 
trne ;  and  it  is  equally  true  that  the  States  can~ 
not  obtwD  a  new  power,  by  the  consent  of 
Congress,  against  the  prohibition  of  the  eonsti- 
tution,  except  in  those  ooaes  which  are  ex- 
pressly so  provided  for  in  the  constitution 
itaelf. 

Allow  me  now,  Ur.  Prewdent,  to  inquire  on 
what  ground  it  is  that  the  States  claim  this 
power  of  taxation  t  They  do  not  daim  it  as  a 
power  to  tax  all  property  of  their  own  citizens. 
This  they  poasess,  without  daoiol  or  doubt. 
Evei7  stockholder  in  the  bank  is  liable  to  he 
taied  for  his  property  therein,  by  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  citizen.  This  right  is  exercised, 
I  believe,  hy  all  the  States  which  lay  taxes  on 
money  at  intereet,  income,  and  other  snbjecis 
of  that  kind.  It  is,  then,  not  that  they  may  be 
anthorized  to  tax  the  property  of  their  own 
citizens;  nor  U  it  beoanse  any  State  does  not 
participate  in  the  advantage  of  the  premiom  or 
bonus  pud  by  the  bank  to  Glovemment  for  the 
charter.  That  sum  goes  into  the  Treasury  for 
the  general  good  of  all. 

Nor  can  the  claim  be  sust^ed,  nor  indeed  is 
it  asserted,  on  the  strength  of  the  mere  circum- 
stance that  a  branch  or  an  office-  la  establisbed 
in  a  State.  Such  office  or  branch  is  but  an 
agency.  It  is  no  body  politic  or  corporate.  It 
hoe  no  legal  existent^  of  itselC  It  ia  hut  an 
agent  of  the  goieral  corporation.  That  these 
agents  have  their  residence  or  place  of  business 
in  a  particular  State,  is  not  of  itself  the  foon- 
dation  of  an;  claim.  But,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  amendment,  the  ground  of  this 
daim  to  tax  is  evidently  the  loans  and  issues ; 
and  these  loans  and  issues,  properly  speaUng, 
are  the  loans  and  disccnnts  of  the  bank.  The 
office,  as  an  agent,  conducts  the  arrangements, 
it  is  true ;  but  the  notes  which  are  issued  are 
notes  of  the  bank,  and  the  debts  created  are 
debts  due  to  the  liank.    The  circulation  is  the 


circulation  (rf  the  bank.  Ifow  tti*  tndi  ^ 
what,  the  States  olaim,  or  what  tfais  axmrnitmi 
propose*  to  give  them,  is,  a  ri^tt  to  tai  da 
lulation  of  the  bank.  It  >■  co  tldi  li^ 
t  the  ar^ment  rests.  The  aammoK  w^  4 
stating  it  is,  that,  UDoe  State  banka  p^y  atB 
to  the  State,  ijicee  branch  bai^  oomiBg^Mf 
them,  ought  to  pay  a  ■imilu'  Ua.  M  tii 
State  banks  pay  the  tax  to  bb«  8Uta,I«rth 
privilege  of  circulatim;  and  tha  piopoMtiQi^ 
therefore,  neither  more  nor4ees  than  IhM  Ik 
United  SUtee  Bank  shall  pay  tlM  Bmmktik 
a«me  privilege.  The  oironlalitHi  (tf  the  Hib 
the  su^iBtAcoe.  The  locality  of  Um  office  ■  U 
an  incident.  An  t^ce  ts  oreated,  fior 
on  Connecticut  Kiver,  either  in  M 
Vermont,  Connectioot,  or  New 
The  notes  of  the  bank  are  loaned  at  thia  (Co, 
and  put  into  circulation  in  idl  Umm  Bum 
Now  no  one  will  say  that  the  State  wb«edt 
office  happens  to  be  placed,  should  bare  a  li^ 
to  lay  this  tax,  and  the  Other  States  han  M 
such  right.  This  would  be  a  merely  irtiBaT 
distinction.  It  would  be  founded  (»  ao  nd'tr 
substantial  difference,  and  no  man  couU  » 
ODHly  contend  for  it,  as  it  eeema  to  me.  Vtit 
this  very  amendment,  pMmsylTania  would  bt 
authorized  to  collect  a  large  tax,  and  Stml*- 
sey  no  tax  at  all,  eltfaoi^  the  State  cimibiiN 
of  New  Jersey  is  as  much  infringed  and 
isbed  as  that  of  Pennsylvania  by  tba  ore 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tat«s.  The  Shw 
which  have  the  benefit  of  l>raadiee,  Qiiti* 
a  benefit,)  are  to  have  the  further  adTiatiprf 
taxation,  while  other  States  are  to  have  aeua 
the  one  nor  the  other.  Fonndi^  the  cbia* 
the  State  right  to  derive  benefit  frcm  tb«  p^f 
circulation  which  exists  within  it,-tfae  advotil* 
of  the  claim  are  clearly  not  oonsiale^  >^ 
themselves  when  they  maintain  a  metw 
which  professes  to  protect  that  r^t  ia  up* 
States,  and  to  leave  it  improteeted  in  otben. 

Hot  the  inequality  of  the  <4ieratioD  of  ^ 
amendment  is  not  the  only,  luw  the  mwa,  at 
jei^on  to  it.  It  prooeeda  on  a  prin«i|^  w*  f 
be  admitted.  It  aaaerte,  or  it  takee  for  gntM 
that  the  power  of  anuorixing  and  ngitkBt 
the  papier  currency  of  the  ounntty  is  la  anh* 
Mve  Btate  right.  The  gimmd  aaaamed  cu^ 
no  lees  bro^  than  this :  beoauaa  the  Bulia 
the  United  States  having  the  grant  of  a  po^ 
from  Congress  to  issue  notes  fur  oiraalatim* 
right  ia  perfect,  If  Congreaa  oonld  miie  " 
grant.  It  owes  nothing  to  the  States,  if  C» 
gross  could  give  what  it  haa  nndfrtikv  ti 
give ;  that  is  to  say,  if  GoDgrees,  of  ^  "V 
authority,  may  cmfer  a  right  to  iaaae  p^*  * 
circulation.  Now,  sir,  whoaoever  dii*  •*■ 
-right  in  Congress,  denies,  of  ooune,  il*  f^ 
to  create  su^  a  bank  aa  now  axiotaj  at  ImA 
BO  it  strikes  me.  The  Bank  at  tb«  ^ 
States  ia  quite  oneonstitntional,  if  tb«  "f^ 
pqier  drculation  beloDga  to  the  StatMiw 
cause  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales ■><■* 
of  oirvulation,  and  was  so  intaaded  l«  bl  tf 
Congress,  which  eqn«4r  tnthatJMri  tfc*** 
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■olatioB  ot  notes  &nd  UU*.  Tbe  power  of  iun- 
log  nototi  for  eironUtioD  U  not  m  indispenuble 
ingrodient  in  the  oooatitutioa  of  s  bonk  merelj 
«■  ft  bonk.  Tb«  Mrlier  bftalu  did  not  poweea 
it,  tuid  many  good  on«s  bAve  existed  without  it. 
A.  bank  with  no  aiMh  power  might  jet  very 
wall  eoll«at  cIm  pabUo  revenue,  (provided  there 
waa  »  proper  mediDm  ip  whioh  it  ooold  be 
pftid,)  oould  tolerabt;  well  remit  the  rereane  to 
ttia  TrwMiirr,«nd  ooold  dealntefuUj,  to  some 
•ztflDt,  in  die  tnuiHen  of  eioIuDge, 

Ob  «b»t  ground  is  it,  then,  that  Congren 
poaaMaea  the  power  not  oolj  tfi  create  a  iitolc, 
bnt  a  bank  of  oircslation  t    Bimpl;,  as  I  anp- 
poae,  beoaose  Ooogrees  poesenee  a  constitn- 
tioiuJ  eoutrtd  over  the  cnireec^r  of  the  eonn- 
trj,  and  baa  power  to  provide  a  safe  medium 
of  oironlation,  as  well  Tor  other  pnrposea,  as 
for  the  ooUeettOQ  of  Its  own  debta  and  reTOnne. 
.The  bank,  Uierefore,  already  poaeeaae*  nnoon- 
atitutJooBl  power,  if  tbe  paper  eircnlation  be 
the  aabjeot,  exoloaivelj,  of  State  right  or  State 
regnlatioo.     Indeed,  air,  it  is  not  a  little  star- 
tling that  Buoh  axelnsive  right  sbonld  now  be 
aasert^d.     I  observed,  the  other  day,  that,  in 
m;  opinion,  it  WM  verj  diffienlt  to  mainOtio, 
OB  tba  faoe  at  the  oonstitiitioD  itself  and  inde- 
pendent of  long-eontinned  praetioe,  tbe  doo-' 
triBd  that  tbe  States  eoold  aathorize  the  oirou- 
latioa  of  Iiank  paper  at  all.    They  cannot  ooin 
nMwj ;   can  Xaey  then  ooin  that  which  be- 
aomea  tiie  actual  and  dmost  tihe  universal  eob- 
tfitnte  fbr  otoaey  !    Is  not  the  right  of  iasning 
paper,  intended  for  oircnlation,  in  the  piaoe  and 
as  the  rapmsuitatlve  of  metallie  oorreitoy,  de- 
rived merely  from  the  power  of  coining  and 
regulating  that  metallic  oarrenoy  I     As  bring- 
ing this  matter  to  a  Jnst  test,  let   me  ask 
whether  Oongreae,  if  it  had  not  the  power  of 
eoinisg  money,  and  of  regulating  the  value  of 
frceign  oofau,  eoold  create  a  banic,  with  the 
power  to  oronlate  Ulla.    For  one,  I  think  it 
woBld  be  dlffieott  t«  make  that  oat.    Where, 
tiiea,  do  the  States,  to  whom  all  control  over 
the  metallie  enrawioy  is  altogether  prohibited, 
get  this  power  t    Itlstme,that,  in  otiier  conn- . 
^riea,  pcinta  l>ankera,  having  no  legal  aathor- 
ity  over  the  ooin,  IssDe  notes  for  circulation. 
Bat  this  tbay  do  always  with  the  consent  of 
Oovenunent,  expressed  or  implied;  and  Qov- 
wuBent  reatraini  and  r^^lates  all  their  oponi- 
tMos  at  its  pleasure.    IC  would  be  a  startling 
ptopoation,  in  any  other  part  of  the  world, 
that  tba  prerogative  of  oointog  money,  held  by 
Qovecmnent,  was  liable  to  be  defeated,  ooun- 
tvaoted,  or  impeded,  by  another  prerogative, 
had  ia  other  hands,  of  authorizing  a  paper  dr- 


It  b  fartlisr  to  he  observed,  that  the  States 
'•nnot  issne  bills  of  credit ;  not  tliat  they  can- 
not make  them  a  legal  tender,  bnt  that  they 
MmuA  issoe  them  at  all.  Is  not  this  a  clear  in- 
dlestion  of  the  intent  of  the  oonstitation  to 
'**tnua  the  States  as  well  from  establishing  a 
P*P«r  cireniation,  as  fKim  interfering  with  tiie 
iMtallio  dmolatkmt    Banks  have  been  created 


[S>ir«ti^ 

by  States  with  no  capital  whatever ;  their 
notes  being  pnt  into  oironlation  umply  on  the 
credit  of  tbe  State  or  the  State  law.  What  are 
the  issoes  Of  snch  banks  but  bilk  of  credit 
Issued  by  the  SUte  I 

I  confess,  Mr.  Presidentj  that  the  more  I  re- 
flect on  this  sabject,  the  more  oleatiy  does  my 
mind  approach  tbe  conclusion  that  the  creation 
of  State  banks,  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the 
power  of  <»rcQlat!ng  paper,  is  not  oonsisteot 
with  the  grants  and  prohibitions  of  the  consti- 
tnlion.  Bnt,  sir,  this  is  not  now  tbe  question. 
The  question  is  not  whether  the  States  have 
the  exdnsive  power ;  it  is,  whether  they  alone 
have  the  power.  May  they  rightfully  ezclnde 
the  United  States  Ikim  all  interference  with  the 
paper  currency  t  Are  ww  jnterlopera,  when  we 
create  a  bank  of  circulation)  Do  we  owe 
them  a  seignorage  for  the  cireniation  of  bills, 
by  a  oorporation  created  by  Congress!  Up  to 
the  present  time,  the  States  have  been  oraitent 
with  a  ooncarrent  power.    They  have  indeed 


authority'  over  tne  whole.  They  have  de- 
manded no  tax  or  tribnte  firom  a  bank  issnins 
Kper  under  the  anUiority  of  Congress.  Kordol 
ow  that  any  State  or  States  now  inrist  npon 
it.  It  may  be  that  individnal  States  have  put 
forth  such  claims,  in  their  le^slative  o^>adty ; 
bnt,  at  present,  I  reoolloct  no  instonoe.  The 
amendment,  however,  which  is  now  proi>0eed, 
asserts  the  claim,  and  I  cannot  consent  to  yield 
te  it.  We  seem  to  be  making  the  lost  struggle 
for  the  anthority  of  Congrese  te  interfere  at  all 
with  the  actual  cnrrenoy  of  the  oountry.  I 
shall  never  agree  to  smrender  tbat  an&ority ; 
I  wonld  as  soon  yield  the  coinage  power  itaelf ; 
nor  do  I  tbiok  there  wonld  be  much  greater 
danger,  nor  a  much  clearer  departure  &twa  con 
stitnticnal  principle,  in  consenting  to  suc^  sur- 
render, thm  in  acqniesdng  in  what  is  now  pro-  ■ 
posed. 

Mr.  MooRK  said :  With  dne,  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  other  genliemen,  I'mnst  be  permit- 
ted to  say  that  I  view  tbe  power  of  taxation  as 
one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  State  sover- 
eignty, and  that  the-Slate  possesses  this  power 
in  tbe  moat  unlimited  extent  over  all  objects  or . 
subjects  of  property  within  its  JnTisdiotion. 
Sir,  I  oore  not  IrhetJier  the  property  belong  to 
a  forei^er  or  a  citizen,  provided  it  be  within 
tike  innadioUon  of  the  State,  and  teodvee  pro- 
tection from  her  laws ;  this  mroDmstaooe  con- 
stitutes the  right  of  taxation. 

The  State  of  AIsbam«  imposes  a  tax  npon 
foreign  merchandise,  thrir  own  bonk  stock,  tha 
money  of  their  own  eiUtens  placed  at  intwest; 
race  tnrib,  race  horses,  pleasuraUe  carriages, 
tec. ;  these  ore  eonaidered  as  the  most  legiti- 
mate objects  of  taxation,  becaose  the  tax  is 
either  paid  by  the  wealthy,  who  ore  most  able 
to  bear  it,  or  it  Is  (wid  for  property,  which  Is 
most  proQt^le  to  the  owners.  But  we  ore 
oompcdied  to  go  ftirther,  and  extend  the  tax  to 
other  ol\jeota,  real  estate,  slaves,  a  man's  saddle 


ABRIDaMENT  OF  THB 


hona,  Ikis  oattle,  his  &milj  clock  in  his  hoiiNi, 
bia  time-piece  in  bii  pocket ;  T\a,j,  sir,  a  poor 
man  who  owns  not  one  seat  of  property,  and 
may  have  a  targe  bmily  to  aapport,  is  required 
to  paj  a,  poll  tax ;  jea,  sir,  he  most  pay  for  his 
BOiJp,  aoa  Dpon  the  principle  that  his  personal 
rights  and  privileges  are  protooted  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  which  mabes  thisdemand  Dpon  him. 
1  have  said  that  foreign  merohandise,  intro- 
daoed  from  New  York  or  elsewhere,  was  in 
oar  State  sotgect  to  taxation ;  and  why  ahoald 
not  moneyed  capita],  brooght  from  Enrope  or 
elsewhere,  1>e  also  sul^ect  to  taxation!  Why 
ahould  the  individnal  who  brings  this  capital 
among  na,  enjoy  esetnpUon  from  liability  to 
taxation  f  This  capital  is  more  actively  and 
profitably  employed.  Bankers  drag  thonsands 
of  dollars  from  the  pockets  of  onr  fellow-citi- 
aens ;  their  rights  are  eqoally  protected ;  the 
lava  afford  them  alt  the  neoesBary  facilities  in 
carrying  on  their  thanking  operations,  in  the 
ooUeotion  of  their  debts,  A«.  And  what  is 
more,  if  their  rights  we  mvaded,  they  will  be 
defended  by  the  oitiaens  of  the  State,  and 
mainly  by  these  very  poor  men,  too,  who  pay  a 
poll  tax,  many  of  whom  have  no  property  to 
protect  and  defend,  while  they,  with  their 
lives,  defend  and  protect  millions  for  bankers. 
For  my  i>art,  1  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  legiti- 
mate Bobject  of  taxation  than  bank  stock.  For 
the  reasons  I  have  already  intimated,  the  tax  is 
paid  by  those  moat  able  to  bear  it,  and  opon 
pn^rty  which  yields  immeBse  profits  to  the 

Bnt  the  propriety  of  this  tax  is  objected  to, 
agtun,  on  the  ground  that  the  corporation  has 
already  given  to  the  General  Government  a 
snffioient  equivalent  for  all  the  privileges,  iro- 
monitiea.  &a.,  in  the  bonus  provided  for  in  this 
amended  charter ;  and  to  permit  the  States  to 
impoee  a  farther  tax,  would  be  too  burdensome 
ana  improper,  &o.  Now,  sir,  is  this  sol  Are 
we  not  Itonnd  to  view  tlus  bonos  aa  in  consid- 
eration for  the  franchise,  immanities,  and  Uie 
deposita  the  General  Government  afford  thia 
institntioo,  as  a  ooiporate  twdy,  nnconnoct«d 
with  the  privUeges  it  may  enjoy  by  the  loca- 
tion of  its  branches  in  the  States,  under  State 
anthority  t  Can  it  be  preaomed  that  a  State 
would  yield  its  right  of  taxation,  as  regards  its 
branches,  for  the  inoonsiderabte  amoont  of  in- 
tareat  it  may  have  in  the  t>oniuif  Of  what 
value  will  the  proportion  of  this  one  and  a  half 
million  of  dollars,  to  which  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama fnay  be  entitled,  be  to  that  State !  It 
will  not  l>e  the  means  of  reducing  the  high 
taxes  and  heavy  bnrdens  which  are  pressing  so 
opprewvely  upon  our  citizens.  No,  sir,  this 
.  bonos  will  be  teken  ttara  the  general  coffers, 
and  appropriated  to  purposes  of  internal  im- 

Erovement,  the  erection  of  breakwaters,  tight- 
onsea,  canals,  subscrlptjon  to  stock  in  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  Sic. ;  for, 
air,  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  an  attempt 
to  obtain  one  million  from  the  Xreoanry  for  thia 
project  was  aooeasfally  resisted  the  other  da?. 
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Sir,  experience  asanres  na  tbeae  are  the  pH>- 
poeea  to  which  this  one  and  a  tulf  ntOliai  of 
dollars  will  be  appropiiated,  nnleaH,  indeed,  da 
amendment  of  the  honorable  BemCor  £«■ 
Maine  (Mr.  Sprasux)  shall  succeed,  wbidipt*- 
vldea  that  the  bcnua  shall  be  divided  aamg 
the  several  States  according  to  their 
representation  in  Congress.  And,  sir, 
I  do  not  tbiok  thia  would  do  jnstiee  to 
of  Alabama,  yet  I  tielieve,  as  a  distinct  ^A 
snbstantive  propodtion,  I  would  auj^ioft  it  in 
preference  to  the  original  plan ;  but,  mr,  I  on- 
not  vote  for  it  as  a  anbadtnte  for  the  prapoa- 
tion  I  have  had  the  honor  to  rat«iut. 


TusaiiAX,  Hay  S9. 
Bmk  ^tht  United  StaUt—SeehaHn: 

The  Senate  reaomed,  aa  in  Oommittea  ctf  fle 
Whole,  the  bill  to  modify  and  omtinne  the  t« 
to  inoorporate  the  soliscribeia  ts  th«  Baakrf 
the  United  Statea. 

\Mi.  WsBenB  made  some  obeervrtku  « 
length,  in  reply  to  the  aiftmnenta  of  Hr.  Tab- 
wm.     After  he  had  conclDded, 

Mr.  Tazbwbu.  inquired  if  he  had  imdenload 
the  Senator  from  MaasaohnaetlB  correddy,  ■ 
entertaining  donbts  of  the  power  of  tlw  StaM 
to  create  State  banks.  • 

Mr.  Wbbbtsb  replied  that  it  -warn  now  tat 
late  to  qoesticMi  a  power  which  had  been  waai- 
esoed  in  by  the  different  brancbetf  of  the  Fri- 
end Government  for  these  forty  yeare.  Botif 
the  question  had  been  originally  put  to  1^ 
before  ^ch  acquiesoence,  he  showd  liave  ex- 
pressed great  doubts  on  the  sut^ect.  He  tba 
referred  to  the  clauses  of  the  couatitaijoa  wbid 
prohibit  the  States  from  coining  money,  hiI 
reeerve  to  the  United  Statea-  the  exelnsn 
power  of  r^;ulating  the  currency,  and  maUi^ 
issues  of  ^Id  and  nlver ;  aad  inferred,  that,  ii 
the  constitotion  lims  eantiuosly  exdi»dc>d  Ik 
States  from  issuing  a  metallio  currency,  it  Barer 
intended  that  they  Aonld  authorize  tb«  ism 
of  that  which  is  a  representative  of  tb«  metil- 
lie  ourrency.  The  Statea  had  bewi  iMdnlged 
with  the  power  of  creating  banka  tot  taij 
years,  and  now  they  demanded  to  make  tint 
power  exclusive,  and  to  tax  the  braiuihes  d 
the  United  States  Bank  eatablished  in  dwr 
limits,  for  the  purpose  of  estabUshii^  a  mufbna 
currency. 

Mr.  FoBaTTB  aaked  if  he  had  imdentood  tk 
Senator  from  MaasBchosetts  as  stating  that  tit 
States  had  the  right  to  tax  anch  of  their  dti- 
tens  as  held  sto(£  in  the  United  Statea  Baafc, 
on  acconot  of  that  stock. 

Mr.  WsBarBB  replied  in  the  afG<^iiAtiv& 

Ut.  Fobsyth  replied  that  if  tliat  was  tfce 
case,  how  was  it  contended  that  the  ei^itairf 
a  half  millions  of  stock  held  by  foreigBera  vcR 
to  be  considered  as  not  liable  to  taxatkm  t 
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loans  of  the  Bariogs  to  the  Obio  Canal,  or  the 
Holland  loan  to  the  Ohesuieake  and  Ohio  Co- 
"nal,  or  the  Pennsjlvonia  loan!  It  ia  th< 
derstanding  between  Dationa,  not  to  tax  private 
propertj  in  peaoe,  nor  to  oonflscate  it  in  war. 
We  may  bold  stock  In  the  Ainda  of  Great 
Briton,  hot  we  an  not  liable  to  taxation  for 
tliat  stock. 

After  a  tvw  words  tram  Hr.  Spsasitb,  in  ez- 
plaoation  of  his  views, 
A^onrned. 


Fbidat,  Jnne  1. 
Sank  of  the  United  Stattt—Seeiarttr. 
Tbe  Senate  altting  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Wbola,  the  conaideri^oa  of  the  bonl  Inll  was 
resomed — the  question  still  pending  on  Ur. 
IIookk'b  amendmeDt,  giving  the  aeveral  States 
the  power  of  ttudng  the  i«uee  and  loans  of  the 
bank ;  and  on  Hr.,BpKAoiri's  motion  to  stqke 
out  so  mnch  of  the  some,  and  to  sobstitnte  a 
clause  to  dietribnte  the  bonus  to  be  paid  b;  the 
bank  among  the  Statee,  aocording  to  their  fed- 
eral nnmberg. 

Mr.  BiDB  rose.  The  amendments  proposed 
embraoed,  he  said,  two  distiact  qaestions.  The 
first  qneetkin  related  to  the  propriety  of  recog- 
ntxlng  the  power  of  taxation  in  tlie  seven] 
ftt&tee  wiQiLn  their  own  jnrisdiotion ;  and  the 
amendioent  to  this  went  to  abrogate  snch 
power,  and  to  sobstitnte  a  correlative  proposi- 
tion in  its  place,  enacriDE  that  the  bonus  to  be 
paid  by  the  bank  fbr  ita  exclusive  privileges 
and  franchise  shoold  be  distribnted  among  the 
State*.  !Now,  for  his  part,  he  conld  not  acree 
to  snoh  substitute ;  for  he  ooold  not  yield  np 
the  qaestloa  of  the  power  of  taxation  in  the 
Statee.  Saoh  a  substitute  woo]d  seem  an  at- 
tempt to  change  the  nature  of  the  original  fed- 
eral compact—to  enlarge  it — to  make  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Gov^nment  more  tran- 
MNodent  than  at  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
oonstitution.  As  regarded  the  first  question, 
relative  to  the  power  of  taxing  residing  in  the 
Btatea,  it  had  Men  arKued  in  two  ways  that  it 
did  not  exist ;  that  thu  could  l>e  proved  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  again, 
that,  if  it  did  not  exist  under  the  old  charter 
of  the  bank,  Congrees  conld  not  give  it  now. 
It  was  with  the  greatest  relnctanoe  that  he 
would  impUKU  any  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  for,  than  himself  no  man  had  a  higher 
(pinion  of  its  merits,  or  held  it  in  higher  je- 
spect.  But,  nevertheless,  he  would  not  blindly 
enrrender  his  Judgment  to  any  tribunal,  how- 
ever exalted,  when  it  was  evident  its  Judgment 
WIS  erroneous.  And  when  the  Soprcme  Court 
fmi,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  expren  his  dis- 
■eut  And,  in  the  ease  of  McOnlloch  against 
the  bdk,  it  was  hie  «Hriuion  that  the  court  bad 
■0  erred,  that  its  decision  amounted  to  a  file 
A«.  The  principles  and  the  premises  there 
usumed  were  erroneous — of  eonsequenoe,  so 
*u  the  eonolnaion.    It  was  also  ai^foed  that, 


if  the  power  of  taxation  were  granted,  it  In- 
cluded tbe  power  to  destroy.  Ho  (Mr.  B.)  de- 
nied the  proposition,  and  would  contend  that 
the  power  of  taxation  iaolnded  Uie  power  to  ' 
protect.  Tbe  argument  was  only  accordant 
with  tyrannical  principles,  not  with  republican 
doctrines.  It  was  one  which  could  not  be  e*- 
eroised  in  a  republic.  Where,  again,  the  power 
of  taxation  is  granted,  he  would  assert  that  the 
party  exercising  this  right  is  bound  to  protect 
those  taxed  in  lien  thereof,  tbe  same  as  other 
institutions.  If  tbe  argument  were  conceded, 
it  would  allow  of  the  aistinotSou  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  bank,  and  the  individual  property 
of  the  stockholders.  And  what  would  beoome 
of  the  property  of  foreigners!  Every  day's 
experience  showed  the  result  of  taxation  within 
oar  Jurisdiction-  if  fbreign  merchants  intro- 
duced goods,  they  were  taxed  at  the  very 
threehold,  no  matter  where  the  owners  were 
domiciled,  add  the  protection  of  their  rights  of 
property  followed.  It  was  a  nniversal  prind- 
ple,  that  our  power  to  tax  fbreign  goods,  on 
their  introduction,  involved  protection,  not 
confiscation.  The  latter  power  would  be  that 
of  a  demon,  not  that  of  a  civiliied  Qovem- 
meoL  If  real  estate  ts  purchased  by  this  cor- 
poration, as  snoh,  it  is  not,  it  is  true,  the  prop- 
erty of  A  or  B,  but  of  the  stookhotdera  at  large. 
It  is  united  prt>perty,  and  as  a  whole,  like  other 

Sroperty,  is  a  fiur  subject  of  taxation.  Again : 
id  be  bold  bis  property  in  the  bank,  he  thought 
that  it  should  not,  for  that  reason,  be  exempt 
from  taxation.  And  Vhy  should  not  corpora- 
tions be  taxed!  Faculties  were  taxed.  Look 
at  our  early  laws  for  iutemal  improTemeute. 
Lawyers  were  taxed  for  the  right  of  exercising 
their  profession ;  and  even  our  Adnunistration 
— the  property  in  their  hands,  under  executory 
deeds,  was  a  subject  of  taxation.  He  woidd 
ask  why,  if  a  person  chose  to  invest  his  prt^ 
erty  or  his  money  in  this  manner,  in  a  corpora- 
tion, it  should  not  be  liable  to  taxation.  Has 
it  not  more  profit  when  thus  invested,  than  in 
any  other  mode,  and  not  subject  to  as  much 
labor  or  attention  ontbepart  of  tbe  individoalt 
It  was  known  that,  after  the  payment  of  all 
expenses,  it  left  a  dear  dividend,  equal,  if  not 
more  than  property  otherwise  invested.  It 
should  be  taxed,  in  his  opinion,  above  all  other 
property,  because  it  allowed  tiie  etockholdersj 
witnout  any  tronUe  on  their  part,  to  exercise 
their  different  avocations  and  professions ;  uid 
that  it  was  the  fairest  subject  «>f  taxation  in  the 
world,  because  it  allowed  ita  owner  other  dis- 
posal of  his  time. 

As  this  tax  formed  a  portion  of  the  revenue 
of  the  oonntry,  it  must  be  manifest  that  the 
power  to  impose  it  existed  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  the  adoption  of  tbe  Federal 
Union.  'Wheo  the  constitution  was  formed, 
the  right  was  never  doubted.  But  this  power 
(taking  it  for  granted)  in  the  United  States  was 
posseesed  as  concurrent  by  the  several  States, 
unless  where,  by  their  own  consent,  it  was  ex- 
presdy  denied  them  by  the  e(»istitnti<m.  Within 
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tlielr  ^wn  jariadictlon  tbe;  pOBnoeiiod  bb  fntl 
and  coDcurreat  pow«r  of  tax&tion  as  the  Gen- 
era! GovenunenL  To  prove  this,  he  woald 
refer  to  the  earlj  eiposiUon  of  this  pwt  of  our 
coDstiCatioQ,  at  the  time  of  ita  adoptioo,  when 
it  was  ueccsearilf  best  understood.  It  wonld 
be  foand  in  the  "  Federalist,"  page  83,  written 
bf  Alexander  Hamilton, 

Be  had  already  endeavored  to  show,  by  the 
opinions  of  HamUton,  and  his  exposition  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  several  States  poaseBsed  a 
concurrent  poww  of  taxation  with  tnu  GoTeni- 
tnent  itaelf|  unless  when  defiaed  to  the  con- 
traiy ;  and  these  were  limited  to  two  sabjects, 
viz.,  imports  and  exports,  the  taxing  of  which 
b  placed  in  tlie  GovemmeDt  alone.  The  in- 
come oil  the  pvblio  lands,  which  bad  since  been 
created,  might  be  also  adduced;  but  where  the 
CAited  States  had  lud  a  tax  on  them,  did  it 


States  lud  its  hand  on  Bome  partionlar  objecte 
for  tSiiatioa,  whether  slaves,  land  t^x,  or  other 
things,  it  did  not  place  an  eiclasive  right  in  tbe 
Coveroment;  t>ecause,  exercised  in  those  pa>^ 
ticulara,  tbe  State  was  deprived  of  the  like 
power,  but  bad  likewise  a  correlative,  a  oon- 
oorrent  power.  Nor  does  it  follow  that^  if  this 
corporation  be  invested  with  certain  immnni- 
ties,  tiiey  shall  operate  as  a  bar  against  the 
right  inherent  in  the  States.  Such  privilegea, 
if  invested  in  those  individoals  in  their  corpo- 
rate  c(q>flcity,  would  resemble  the  old  nobleiBe 
En  France,  whose  estateMwere  exempt  from  all 
taxation,  throwiaB  the  bnrden  on  uie  people, 
and  create  in  this  coontry  a  great  moneyed 
aristocracy,  a  privileged  class.  He  wonld  never 
consent  to  euon  privueges.  Qnt  of  a  capital  of 
tliirty-Bix  millions,  odIt  seven  were  owned  by 
the  Government,  thus  leaving  twenty-nine  mil- 
lions of  eiemptfid  property.  Then,  as  regarded 
the  property  owned  by  non-residents,  which,  it 
wonld  appear,  amounted  to  one-foortb  of  the 
whole.  By  tbe  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
that  we  could  not  tax  tbe  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Government,  this  nroperty  was  exempt ;  and  if 
this  argument  ana  deoisitHi  were  correct,  iha 
whole  stock  of  the  bonk  might  he  tranafwred, 
and  thus  a  general  exemptioD  take  place, 
Conld  this  bb  allowed  t  And  were  the  States 
to  be  called  on  by  their  authority,  to  give  their 

SrotectJon  to  tbe  officere  of  thisoorporatiwi  red- 
ent  within  them,  and  yet  be  restricted  from 
toihig  the  property  and  the  individuals  tbns 
proi«ct«d  ?  He  wonld  ask,  what  tx)on  was 
given  to  the  States  In  lieu  I 

Hr.  B.  referred  to  the  laws  that  bad  already 
been  passed  for  taxinK  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  In  tbe  third  volume  oftbe  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  would  be  found  an  imposi- 
tdon  of  a  direct  tax,  and,  among  other  things. 
the  law  imposes  a  stamp  tax  on  the  notes  of  all 
the  banks ;  and  the  B^k  of  the  Dnited  States 
then,  existing  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  hod  a  tax  imposed  on  it,  and  did  make 
the  compoutioa  of  one  per  cent  provided  for 


by  that  law.  Tbe  other  law  was  that  of  ISII, 
which  law  imposed  a  tax  on  banks,  and  ik 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  tben  ex- 
empted. If  the  Government,  tb^n,  pqgst— 
the  power  of  taxing  the  United  States  Bait, 
how  is  it  that  the  States  are  to  ba  dircetedrf 
that  power  f  It  bas  been  said  that,  if  Om 
power  be  conceded  to  tbe  States,  they  wQI  art 
widely  and  incmriderately,  and  ttu  tb«  talk 
to  its  min.  Bat,  because  a  pow«r  m^y  tt 
abased,  does  it  argue  that  this  poiver  doesnri 
exist!  If  this  be  conceded,  it  wonld^rohiUt 
the  exercise  of  all  lawfnl  power,  both  bj  Ae 
Federal  and  State  Govemraents.  He  meanl  aa 
spect  to  the  Ck>ngrdk  of  the  United  Stdo, 
1  he  asked  If  there  had  neiwr  be«i  ■ 
abuse,  or  indiscreet  exercise  of  power,  ob  tlKS' 
part  Where  was  t^e  remedy,  when  tfaen  ra 
such  an  indiscreet  exercise  of  power  T  Tba* 
none,  other  than  in  the  returning  gaai 
s  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stetee.  taa- 
cised  through  their  repreeentatives.  He  ad- 
mitted tbat  the  State  or  Ohio  bad  acted  fatfis- 
oreetly  in  taxing  the  bank  so  extvaTagKDtly  »■ 
she  did.  But  let  us  review  the  aFennwtaiiiw 
nnder  which  she  acted.  At  the  cloae  of  ilit 
war,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the  United  States 
but  the  cnrr«i^  of  tbe  country  was  ocuiBmI 
to  notes  of  tbe  State  banks.  The  GovenuBat 
applied  to  these  banks,  and  n^ed  them  to  take 
its  loans.  He  was  in  Cougreas  at  tbe  time  thtt 
the  cashiers  attended,  and  exposed  ttw  eito*- 
tion  of  the  bank.  We  have  no  money,  aud 
they ;  bat  we  have  stock  on  which  we  make 
our  disconnta;  we  consider  this  ca^  wbid 
conld  be  realized  in  time  of  peace,  bat  now  Mt 
available.  Every  bonk  applied  to,  thos  expcMd 
their  sitDStion,  and  declared  their  Inability  to 
lend ;  that  when  war  came,  their  Mtoatm 
would  be  perilons,  for  the  stock  on  wbioh  i^ 
relied,  ana  which  yielded  them  sis  pa-  e«Bl, 
could  not  be  tnmed  into  money,  in  case  d  i 
pressure  on  their  banks.  The  re]Hj  of  the  See- 
retary  was  that  of  a  statesman.  The  Gormi- 
ment,  said  he,  must  have  money ;  and  tJie  «w- 
«eqaence  was,  eptfsM  pBymen.ts  by  the  basb 
ceased ;  the  Government  continued  to  m& 
Treasnry  notes  to  them,  and  they  conliiined  10 
make  loans  to  tbe  Government.  The  ■aattui 
these  banks  not  paying  specie,  were  taken  ti> 
on  immense  amount,  and  circulated  tbroo^ont 
the  country,  for  the  payment  of  the  bxK^w,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  all  the  HQ]q)liee  needed  to 
carry  on  the  war ;  for,  unfortunately,  the  baob 
that  did  pay  specie,  refcsed  to  lend  mtmey  to 
support  an  "  unnatural  and  unjust  war."  Wita 
peace  came,  no  time  was  allowed  to  thcM 
banks,  who  hod  put  into  drculaticHi  inch  a  VKt 
amount  of  notes  in  order  to  serve  the  Govern- 
ment, to  call  in  their  drcuiotion ;  but,  fbrgetftd 
of  the  benefits  received  from  them,  the  Gov- 
ernment immediately  created  another  fcok,  to 
compel  those  bwks  to  find  specie  for  tbe 
amonnt  they  had  out.  What  was  the  cooh- 
quenoe  ?  Tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  wenl 
into  operation  with  not  three  miiiima^  and,  it 
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less  thaa  eighteen  montlis,  Issaed  notes  to  the 
Rnaonnt  of  eighteen  millioiu,  which  wai  after- 
w&rda  redaeed  to  cine  millioue.  The  State 
banks  were  drained  of  their  specie  to  snpply 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (opwardi  of 
■eventy-two  millions  were  drawn  from  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio  alone,)  until  tber  fonnd  them- 
selves In  a  sitnatiOD  of  great  depresdon  and 
embarrassment,  and  manj  of  them  were  mined. 
K'ow,  It  was  not  ostonlsning  tJiat,  in  this  state 
of  tbinga,  when  snch  a  besom  of  destruction 
^ras  sweeping  away  the  State  InstilctionB,  and 
the  fortunes  of  individuals  connected  with 
them,  that  there  should  have  been  snch  an  ei- 
citemept  as  cansed  th^  legislation  of  the  Btat« 
of  Ohio,  before  referred  to.  At  that  very  time, 
the  Stat«  orKontueky  was  employing,  throngh 
the  medinm  of  her  State  bank,  a  capital  of 
seven  hundred  aod  flfty  thousand  dollars,  ac- 
oaired  by  the  sale  of  her  Oreen  River  lands. 
This  was  the  case,  also,  witlT  the  State  of  Ohio, 
^rho  made  a  similar  investment  of  her  capital. 
The  bank  interfered,  and  these  State  institn- 
tioQB  were  rained.  Here  was  the  cause  of  the 
extraordinary  eioitement  which  produced  that 
eztrsordinory  taxation  of  a  bank  that  had  pro- 
dnced  so  much  i^jnry.  He  was  not  now  argn- 
i&g  tbe  qnestion  whether  the  bank  should  be 
rechartered  or  not;  be  was  only  contending 
that,  if  it  should  be  rechartered,  it  should  not 
be  ia  such  a  way  as  to  hare  the  power  of 
breaking  down  the  State  institutions. 

itr.  DuDLET  said  that,  recognizing  the  right 
of  the  several  States  to  aive  instructions  to 
tllieir  Senators,  wlio  on^K  to  consider  theio- 
selves  bound  to  obey  them,  he  had  no  dit&oolty 
in  yielding  a  ready  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  the  resolutions  he  then  held 
in  his  hands.  These  resolutions  were  adopted 
at  the  late  sesnon  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Tork,  and  had  never  jet  been 

{ireseoted  to  tbe  Senate.  The  snbject  had  a 
ong  time  been  under  disoossion,  and  that  reso- 
lution had  finally  received  the  concurrence  of 
a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature. 
He  believed,  therefore,  that  they  spoke  the 
language  of  a  id^ority  of  the  State.  He 
shoold  acoordiogly  vote  eg^nst  the  bill,  in 
whatever  shape  or  form  it  might  be  modified. 
He  took  this  opportunity  of  expreeaing  bis  di»- 
^probaUon  to  granting  a  great  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly in  oonfdderation  of  a  bonus.  He  con- 
cnrred  in  tbe  prindple*  of  the  ameDdmant 
offered  b^  the  gentleman  from  Alabfuua,  affirm- 
ing the  rights  of  the  States  to  tax  the  braochee 
of  the  bank  to  the  extent  that  they  tax  their 
own  institutions,  end  should  give  to  tbe  amend- 
ment his  support.  In  the  State  of  Sew  York, 
which  had  a  banking  capital  of  twenty-four 
millions,  all  paid  in,  and  many  insurance  and 
oUAr  incorporated  companies,  all  such  institn- 
tioiu  were  taxed,  not  t>y  the  State,  for  there 
was  no  State  tax,  so  called,  but  taxed  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  for  local  purposes.  The 
'  taxes  raised  from  forty  to  eighty  cents,  averag- 
ing about  fifty  cents  on  the  one  hundred  dol- 


lart.  He  felt  that  he  should  neglect  the  tnter- 
ests  of  the  State  he  represented  nere,  if  he  did 
not  urge  the  introduction  of  a  clause  in  the 
bill,  reserving  to  the  States  the  right  to  tax  the 
branches  of  the  bank  equally  widi  their  insti- 
tntions.  He  asked  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tiona,  and  that  they  might  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Ur.  D.  then  handed  in  and  the  Secretary  read 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  botii  branches  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Tork,  instructing  their 
Senators  and  requesting  ilieir  Bepreaentatives 
in  Congress  to  oppose  the  rechartering  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Benton  said :  The  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Moork)  .was 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  both  to 
refuse  admismon  of  these  branch  banks  Into 
their  limits,  and  to  tax  them  like  other  prop- 
erty, if  admitted  ;  if  this  amendment  was  struck 
out,  it  was  tantamount  to  a  legislative  declara- 
tion that  no  snch  rights  existed,  and  would 
operate  as  a  confirmation  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  that  effect.  It  is  to  no  pur- 
pose to  say  that  the  rejection  of  the  amendment 
will  leave  the  charter  silent  npon  the  snt^ect; 
and  the  rights  of  the  States,  whatsoever  they 
may  be,  will  remain  in  full  force.  That  Is  the  , 
state  of  the  existing  charter.  It  is  silent  upon 
the  subject  of  State  taxation ;  and  in  that 
silence  the  Supreme  Court  has  spoken,  and 
nullified  the  rights  of  the  States.  That  court 
has  decided  that  tbe  Bank  of  the  Unit«d  Statu 
is  independent  of  State  legislation!  eonse- 
quently,  that  she  may  send  *braiR)he«  into  the 
States  in  defiance  of  their  laws,  and  keep  them 
there  without  the  payment  of  tax.  This  is  the 
deci^n ;  and  tbe  dedsion  of  the  court  is  the 
law  of  the  land ;  so  that,  if  no  declaratory 
clause  is  pnt  into  the  charter,  it  cannot  be  eeXi 
that  the  new  charter  will  be  silent,  as  the  old 
one  was.  The  voice  of  the  Supreme  Court  is 
now  heard  in  that  silence,  proolaimiua  the  su- 
premacy of  the  bank,  and  the  dcgraaatitm  of 
the  States;  and,  unless *we  interpose  now  to 
countervail  that  voice  by  a  legislative  declara- 
tion, it  will  be  impossible  for  the  States  to  re- 
dst  it,  except  by  measures  which  no  one  wlshea 
to  contemplate. 

The  argument  that  these  branches  ore  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  Federal  Government  to  carry 
on  its  fiscal  operations,  and,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  independeot  of  State  t^iriation,  is  answered 
and  expnngod  by  a  mailer  of  fact,  namely,  that 
Congress  itsdf  has  determined  otherwise,  and 
Qist  in  the  very  charter  of  the  bank.  The 
charter  limits  the  right  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  establuhment  of  a  single  branch, 
and  that  one  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia  1  The 
branch  at  this  place,  and  the  parent  bank  at 
Philadelphia^  are  all  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  stipulated  for.  All  beyond  that  is 
left  to  the  bank  itself  to  establish  branches  in 
the  States  or  not,  as  it  raited  its  own  Interest, 
or  to  employ  State  banks,  with  the  sppruba- 
tion  of  ^le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  do  the 
business  of  thelbranohes  for  the  United  States. 


Snun.] 
CongraM  ii 


ABRIDQHSNT  OF  THB 

Baat  nftka  Vnilid  aiattt^Rediarta: 


B  contented  with  State  banke  t 
H  of  the  br«ncbee  in  Hie  BtMta  \  Bod, 
tiierefbro,  anthoriieB  the  verj  case  which  gen- 
tlemea  wprebeod  and  so  toadlj  deprecate,  that 
Kew  York  itutj  refuse  her  aaaeat  to  the  con- 
tionanoe  of  tlie  brauchet  within  her  limits,  and 
send  the  public  depouta  to  the  Stal«  banks. 
Thia  is  what  the  charter  contemplates.  Look 
at  the  charter ;  see  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
constitution  of  the  bank ;  it  makes  it  opUonarr 
witli  the  directors  of  the  bank  to  eetablisn 
branches  in  aoch  States  as  tbey  shall  think  fit, 
with  the  altematiTe  of  using  State  banks  as  their 
snbstitntes  in  States  in  which  they  do  not 
choose  to  establish  branches.  This  bringB  the 
establishment  of  branches  to  a  private  affu r,  a 
mer«  question  of  profit  and  loss  to  the  bank 
itself-  and  cuts  np  aj  the  roots  the  whole  ar- 

rent  of  the  necessity  of  these  branches  to 
fiscal  operations  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  estabUshnient  of  branches  in  the 
States  ia,  then,  a  private  concern,  and  presents 
this  qnestioB :  shall  non-residents  and  aliens — 
even  alien  enemies,  for  such  they  may  be — haye 
■  right  to  carry  on  the  trade  of  banking  "within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  without  their  consent, 
withoat  liability  to  taiatioo,  and  wiihon  t  amena- 
*bility  to  State  l^slation  t  The  snggestion  that 
tbs  United  States  owns  an  interest  in  this 
bank,  is  of  no  avail.  If  she  owned  it  all,  it 
would  still  be  subject  to  taxation,  like  all  other 
property  is  which  she  holds  in  the  Slates.  The 
lands  which  she  had  obtained  from  individuals 
in  satisfaction  lof  debts,  were  all  subject  to  tax- 
ation ;  the  public  lands  which  she  held  by 
Erants  from  the  States,  or  purchases  from 
loreign  powers,  were  only  exempted  from  tax- 
Miou  by  virtue  of  oompocta,  and  the  payment 
of  five  per  centum  on  the  proceeds  of  the  soles 
for  that  exemption. 

The  right  of  the  8tat«s  to  tax  biuUn^  instt- 
tattons  of  every  kind,  State  or  federal,  is  just  as 
dear,  and  rests  upon  the  same  foundation,  as 
her  right  to  toxluid  and  houses,  merchants  and 
jewellers,  ferries  and  taverns.  Theright  clearly 
exists  with  respect  to  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank:  and  ought  Congress  to 
destroy  that  right,  hy  refusing  to  insert  a 
declaratorj  clause  to  protect  it  against  the  de- 
(Mon  of  the  Supreme  Court!  Of  all  the  sub- 
jects of  taxation,  the  moneyed  power  is  the 
most  suitable  and  proper.  Jews  were  taxed, 
and  enormously  taxed,  all  over  Europe,  because 
they  dealt  in  money.  Thej  were  made  to  bear 
the  chief  bnrden  of  taxation,  because,  having 
most  money,  titey  were  most  able  to  bear  it. 
These  brondi  banks  onght  to  be  taxed,  at  least 
as  much  as  the  citizens  of  the  State,  upon  the 
same  principle.  These  foreigners  and  non-resi- 
dents, carrjiug  on  the  trade  of  banking  within 
a  State,  and  making  immense  sums  ont  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  to  be  carried  off  and  ex- 
p^ded  elsewhere,  and  contributing  nothing  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  Stete,  ought  ccr- 
t^nly  to  contribute  in  money  to  the  support  of 
the  GoTemment  from  which  Uiey  derive  all 


the  benefits  of  wealth  and  protectum.  "Ot 
lands  of  non-rewdents,  and  of  aliwis,  araM 
exempted  from  taxation ;  why  riionld  tkac 
banks  be  exempted  t  Great  is  the  profit  wUA 
they  derive  from  the  banking  bnsineee ;  gn4 
is  the  power  which  it  gives  them  orer  the  fO- 
sons  and  the  property  of  our  citizeoL  iW 
bank  debt  is  now  about  seventy  millMYtin  at  d^ 
lars,  which  cannot  be  a  less  annaal  tax  vpm 
the  people  of  this  ITnioD  than  five  oi  sx  nl- 
lions  of  dollars.  In  the  West  alone  the  deU  it 
near  thirty  miUiona,  and  Uie  annual  intcn^ 
with  exchange  and  other  charges,  near  thrai 
milliona.  The  abduction  of  specie  fixm  the 
South  and  West,  by  the  operation  of  tbesi 
branches,  is  now  oscertoiAed  to  exceed  tweatr- 
tbree  millions  of  dollars!  Of  tbjf  i^.TllJ^^ii^ 
sum,  LonisviUe  has  furnished  one  million  at 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  nd 
sixty-three  dollars;  Cincinnati,  six  hnndnl. 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars;  Rtb 
burg,  about  nine  hundred  thousand  ;  St.  Lo^ 
three  hundred  thousand,  (within  the  last  tm 
years;)  New  Orleans,  about  twelve  million* rf 
dollars,  beudes  near  a  million  more  ahippei 
direct  to  Europe^ithont  passing  throogh  Ai 
mother  bank.  When  carried  to  Phitadehdai, 
much  of  this  specie  is  sent  abroad,  to  be  fM  tf 
a  premium  in  Europe.  About  five  miUioDSof 
dollars  have  thus  been  exported  and  sold  b; 
the  hank  within  a  few  years  at  a  premium  cf 
ninety  seven  thousand  one  hnndred  and  (brty 
dollars ;  and,  in  lien  of  specie  thus  abdoelcd 
from  the  Sonth  and  West,  these  eectioos  in 
delnged  with  a  small  jpaper  currency,  as  ilknl 
ai  it  is  unsound  anrvicions,  and  pracd^^ 
unconvertible  into  specie,  because  it  ia  mad* 
payable  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  oiilee  oC 
All  the  Sourishing  cities  of  the  West  are  mart- 
^aged  to  this  moneyed  power.  Tbe;  may  l)« 
l«Tonred  by  it  at  any  momenta  They  on  ii 
the  jaws  of  the  monster  I  A  lump  at  batter  in 
the  mouth  of  a  dogl  one  gulp,  one  a«raIlow, 
and  all  is  gone ! 

estion ' 
Ur.  Uoobe's  amendment,  and 
affirmatiTe,  by  the  following  ;ote : 

YiAS. — Hessn.  Bell,  Bnckner,  Clay,  ClajtM, 
Qalks,  Ewiag,  Foot,  Frelinghnysen,  HeiidiU% 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Nan  duo.  Pi^dexUr, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Buggies,  Sejinour,  SUsbee,  &Jth, 
Spngue,  Tipton,  TomLoson,  Waggsman,  Webster, 
Wllkins— 36. 

-Uessn.  Benton^  Bibb,  Brown,  DickeiM^ 


Satubday,  June  2. 

Bankqfihe  VniUd Stats^^SedtarUr. 

The  Senate  agtun,  titling  as  a  Gommittee'rf 

the  Whole,  resnmed  the  consideration  (rf  tbs 

bank  bill. 

The  series  of  amendments  sabmitled  b;  Mr. 
Bbntox  came  up  in  order. 


,  1B33.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONQRES& 

Aat  t^lie  UatUd  Slala—R»tkarar. 


[Sbt^ 


Tbe  first  was  in  the  ftiUowing  words 
"  ^!%U  10  much  of  the  origiiikl  chirter  u  i«- 
rtricta  *aj  taturv  Coagtea  from  grantlDg  cbArtera 
of  iDcorporetiOD  to  olbcr  b&nUng  conipaDies,  aad 
granta  an  exclusive  priTHege  to  the  Kockboldera  in 
tba  Bftiik  of  the  United  States,  sboU  be,  and  the 
nme  herebj  is,  repealed  from  and  after  tba  third 
(U7  of  March,  in  the  Jin  one  thounud  eight  huo- 
dr«d  and  thirtj-aii." 

3Cr.  Bkbton  pointed  out  the  olanees  is  the 
oharter  which  granted  the  exdoaiTe  privileKe, 
»nd  imposed  the  restriction,  which,  it  was  ^e 
olject  of  hU  motion  to  abolish;  and  res^a 
part  of  the  Slst  Bection,  which  enact«d  that  no 
other  bonk  should  be  established  bj  any  fatnre 
law  of  the  United  8tat«ii,  during  the  oontinnance 
of  that  ditrter,  and  which  pledged  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  to  the  observance  of  "'  ~ 
tnonopol^  ttierebj  created.    He  said  the  pr 
lege  of  banking,  here  granted,  was  an^xcla: 
privilege,  a  monopoly,  and  nn  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  all  fbtnre  Oongresses,  as  well  as  of  the 
rights  of  all  citizens  of  the  Onion,  for  the  term 
tJie  charter  had  to  rno,  and  which  might  be 
conaidered  perpetnal ;  as  this  was  the  last  time 
that  the  people  cobld  ever  make  head  agunst 
the  new  political  power  which  raised  itself  in 
the  form  of  the  bank  to  overbalance  everj 
other  power  in  the  Government    This  eidu- 
atve  privilege  is  contrarj  to  the  genina  of  onr 
Qovemment,  which  is  a  Oovemment  of  e^oal 
rights  and  not  of  exolmlve  privileges ;  and  it  is 
elearlj  noaathorized  bf  theconstitntion,  which 
only  admits  of  eiclasive  privileges  in  two  soli- 
tary, specifiedT  casea.  and  each  of  these  founded 
npon  a  natural  rignt,  the  case  of  aathors  and 
inventors;  to  whom  Congress  ia  antborized  to 
grant,  for  a  limited  time,  the  exdndve  privilege 
ot  selling  their  own  writings  and.  discoveries. 
Bat  in  the  case  of  this  charter  there  is  no  nat- 
nral  rwht,  and' it  may  be  well  said  there  is 
Umited  IJme^  and  the  monopoly  is  far  mt 
faring  and  indefensible  now  than  when  first 
granted ;  for  then  the  charter  was  not  granted 
to  any  particnlar  set  of  individoals,  but  lay  open 
to  aU  to  snbscribe  to  it;  bntnowit  is  to  be 
oontdaned  to  a  particular  set,  and  majiy  of  them 
foreigners,  and  all  of  jrjiom,  or  their  assignees, 
had  already  enjoyed  the  privilege  for  twenty 
years.    If  Uiis  company  succeeds  now  in  getting 
their  monopoly  continued   for  fifteen  years, 
they  win  BO  entrench  themselves  in  wealth  and 
power,  that  they  will  be  enabled  to  perpetuate 
their  charter,  and  transmit  it  as  a  privat«  in- 
heritanoe  to  their  posterity.    Our  Government 
delisbia  in  rotation  of  office ;  all  officers,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  are  amenable  to  that 
principle ;  no  one  is  suffered  to  remain  in  pow- 
er thirty-five  years ;  and  why  should  one  com,- 
pany  have  the  command  of  the  moneyed  pow- 
trt^America  for  that  loug  period!    Can  it  be 
the  wish  of  any  person  to  establish  an  oligarchy 

with  unlraundei]  wealth  and  perpetual  exist 

to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  nooility  and 
*t^j  in  this  America! 
The  reetriotion  npon  fntnre  Congresaea  Is  at 


war  with  every  principle  of  constitutional  right 
and  legislative  equality.  If  (he  oonstitntion  has 
given  to  one  Oougresa  the  right  to  charter 
banks,  it  has  given  it  to  every  one.  If  this 
Congress  has  a  risht  to  eBtahlish  a  bvilc,  every 
other  CoDgresB  has.  The  power  to  tie  tho 
hands  of  our  snocessors  ta  nowhere  given  to 
us;  what  we  can  do,  our  successors  can;  a 
legislative  body  ia  always  eqnal  to  itself.  To 
mate,  and  to  amend ;  to  do,  and  to  undo ;  is 
the  prerogative  of  each.  But  here  the  attempt 
is  to  do  wuat  we  ourselves  cannot  amend — what 
onr  successors  cannot  amend — and  what  oar 
successors  are  forbidden  to  imitate,  or  to  do  in 
any  form.  This  shows  the  danger  of  assuming 
implied  powers.  If  tbe  power  to  establish  a 
national  bank  had  been  expressly  granted,  then 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  being  once  exerted, 
would  be  exhausted,  and  no  f\irther  legislation 
would  remain  to  he  done ;  but  this  power  is 
now  assumed  upon  oonstmotion,  after  having 
been  twice  rejected  in  the  convention  which 
framed  the  constitution,  and  is,  therefore,  with- 
out limitation  as  to  number  or  character.  Hr. 
Madison  was  express  in  his  opinions  in  the  year 
1791,  that,  if  there  was  one  hank  chartered, 
there  ought  to  be  several!  The  genins  of  the 
British  monarchy,  he  a^d,  favored  the  concen- 
tration of  wealth  and  power  I  In  America,  the 
genius  of  the  Government  required  the  difftision 
of  wealth  and  power.  The  establishment  of- 
branches  did  not  satisfy  the  principle  of  difibsion. 
Several  independent  banks  alone  conld  do  it 
The  branches,  instead  of  lessening  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  single  institution,  greatly  .in- 
creased both,  by  giving  to  tbe  great  central 
parent  bank  an  oivanixation  and  ramification 
which'  pervaded  uie  whole  Union,  drawing 
wealth  irom  every  part^  and  subjecting  every 
part  to  the  operations,  political  and  peouniary, 
of  the  centru  institution.  But  this  restriction 
ties  up  the  Iiands  of  Congress  &om  grantdt^ 
other  charters.  Behave  as  it  may — plunge  into 
all  elections — convulse  the  coontry  with  expan- 
sions and  contractions  of  paper  currency — fail 
in  its  ability  to  help  the  merctiants  to  pay  their 
bonds — stop  payment,  and  leave  the  Govern- 
ment no  option  but  t»  receive  its  dishonored 
notes  in  revenue  payments — and  still  it  would 
be  secure  of  its  monopoly ;  the  bands  of  all  fa-> 
true  Congresses  wonld  be  tied  np ;  uid  no  rival 
or  additional  banks  could  be  established,  to 
hold  it  in  check,  or  to  supply  its  place. 

Ur.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  with  showing 
the  origin,  and  also  die  extinction  of  this  doe- 
trine  in  England.  A  tory  Parliament  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne  had  first  granted  an  ex- 
clusive privilege  to  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
impoeed  a  restriction  upon  the  right  of  future 
Parliaments  to  establish  another  bauk ;  and  tho 
Ministry  of  1626  had  condemifed  this  doctrine^ 
and  proscribed  its  continuance  in  England. 
The  charter  granted  to  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  existing  bank  had  copied 
those  obnoxious  clauses;  but  now  that  they 
were  condemned  in  England  as  too  n^Jtuit  and 


SBTAn.] 

oAoOR  for  thftt  mODtuvhia]  comitr;,  the;  aagbt 
oertainly  to  be  discarded  in  this  republic,  wbere 
equal  rights  were  the  vital  princi^e  ttitd  mliiig 
fsatnre  of  all  onr  iuBtltutiooB. 

There  was  sow  a  c«U  for  tbe  qnestion ;  and, 
on  ^naioD,tbe  amendment  wasr^eotod,  asfol- 

Tiu. — Kenrs.  Benton,  Brawn,  Dudley,  EDb, 
GniDdj,  Harne,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Maroj,  UUler, 
Moore,  Tiiewell,  Troop,  Tylot,  White— IB. 

NiTE.— Heun.  Bell,  Bockner,  CUy,  Clayton, 
Dallas,  Ening,  Foot,  FrclinKhujMn,  Hendrieka, 
Holmei,  Johnaton,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindeiter, 


"  That  the  itockholdera  in  lald  corporation  Bhall 
be  Uable  in  th(>ir  indiridiul  and  private  capacities 
to  the  amount  of  their  stock,  if  the  aaid  corpora- 
tion ahould,  at  an;  time,  fail  or  refiue  to  paj  its 
notes,  billi,  bonds,  ahUgatlons,  drans,  or  other  se- 
curiliei,  in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  and  the  holders 
thereof  maj  ane  slid  stockholder*  before  an;  tribu- 
nal baring  jurisdlc^bn  thereoC 

This  provision,  said  Ur.  B^  is  copied  ft'om 
tiie  charter  of  the  &mons  Soottiih  bsuka,  which 
are  now  considered  as  the  models  of  all  good 
banks ;  ODd  tbe  good  effects  it  has  produced  in 
tbose  institatioDS  should  encoorage  all  others 
to  aagnme  it  The  provision  is  founded  in  tbe 
Jnst  medinra  between  the  common  law  priucl- 


tbe  corporation  principle,  which  absolves  each 
partner  from  all  liability.  Each  of  these  ei- 
tremea  was  eqnallj  nnjust  in  a  banking  institu- 
tion. The  liability  of  each  stockholder  for  the 
whole  debts  of  the  corporation,  wonid  always 
b^ni^ust  with  respect  to  himself,  and  nugatory 
with  respect  to  the  public ;  the  total  exemption 
from  aU  liability  was  unjust  to  the  public,  aa 
atockhotdera  might  continue  to  live  in  affluenoe, 
while  those  who  held  thwr  notes  might  be  re- 
duced to  beggary. .  Liabilitf  to  the  amount  of 
the  stock  was  the  true  priooiple,  and,  besidea 
being  just  in  itself,  waa  a  piiuclple  of  easy  ap- 
plication; aa  the  holders  of  tbe  notes,  on  the 
Milure  of  tbe  bank,  conld  lnimodiat«1y  bring 
their  actions  against  auy  stockholder,  and  con- 
tinae  to  recover  from  him  until  be  had  paid  up 
the  amount  of  his  stock. 
Bot  the  faot  was,  that,  where  this  princii)]e 

r vailed,  there  was  no  occasion  t4)  enforce  it. 
was  the  true  check  and  control'over  tbe 
banks;  the  effeotual  restraint  upon  over-isanea. 
The  Scottish  banks,  which  contained  it,  had 
never  stopped  payment ;  the  Bank  of  lEJngiuid, 
which  did  not  obntaiQ  it,  had  twice  stopped. 
It  waa  tbe  tme  tecuritj,  and  the  only  one, 
against  sudden  expulsions  and  contractions  of 
the  ciurency — those  ebba  and  flows,  in  which 
there  is  a  delnge  of  paper  to-day,  and  every- 
body runs  in  debt,  and  a  dearth  of  paper  t^ 


ABBIDGMENT  OP  THE 

Bant  of  At  Uailad  SHiat—Ittciatlm: 


[J— a^MM. 

and  all  debtors  are  nnned.  Ha 
of  such  a  proviaon  prevent*  tb*  l^ 
running  the  risk  of  these  nuianatiai  mi 
itractioos,  and  keeps  it  (o  lite  mmt  ilM^r 
line  of  bnsineas  wbiob  prudent  merahanla  md 
traders  follow.  It  was  tbe  best  trf'  nmt^m  tm 
t)ie  evils  to  whiob  banks  w«««  moat  talJMt; 
it  waa  tlie  remedy  of  prevention  t  for  wheiem 
it  existed,  it  had  prevented  nrrrr  innniii,  aai 
snapeoaions  of  specie  payment.  " 
alone  conld  not  be  reached  by  the  . 
tl^ir  residence  in  foreign  oountriea  wottld  |«<»- 
t^  them  against  suits;  snd  this  formed  an  air 
diljonal  argnment  against  the 
aliens  into  this  oorporation. 


"That,fromaTidaf)erlheIst  day  of  April,  ini 
no  member  of  Oongreav,  or  officer  of  the  Ftoted 
Oovemment,  or  alien,  riiaU  h<Jd  any  atock  in  Mil 

bank." 

Ur.  Bbbtoii  sud,  it  waa  fWim  so  iUibwri 


If  foreigners  came  to  tb*  DniMl 
Btatea-  to  live,  and  to  plant  their  posterity 
among  us,  he  was  for  receiving  them  with  kiaA- 
neas  and  respect,  and  extending  to  them  all  tba 
advantages  of  onr  laws  and  Govemmeait;  bai 
while  (bese  foreigners  remained  in  their  «*• 
oountries,  subject  to  a  forei^  prince,  nl 
bound  by  tbair  sllegianoe  to  hun  to  prefer  hit 
interest  to  onrs,  whenever  they  came  in  e«a- 
flict,  be  was  wholly  opposed  to  conferring  np«a 
them  powersandpriv^egea  which  wooU  ^luls 
tbem  to  exercise  an  inlloenca  over  onr  pros- 
perity, and  to*engro9a  advantages  which  ow 
citizens  would  rejoice  to  possess.  This  benkii 
called  a  national  institotiiHi;  it  evfn  bears  tin 
name  of  the  United  States,  aa  if  it  aoUudly  bt- 
longed  to  the  Federal  Govuiimeut:  yetattbia 
very  moment  foreigners  hold  eigbt  and  « lutf 
millions  of  the  stock,  are  r^idlj  increeonf 
their  investments  in  it,  and  may,  if  th^  pk**^ 
become  its  sole  owners  I  How  eontrMliksiT 
and  absnrd  that  a  national  institntMRi  ihoald 
belong  to  aliens  t  That  a  bank  bearing  A» 
name  of  the  United  State*,  should,  in  hict,  be 
the  private  property  of  Ihe  nobility  and  geatiy 
of  Great  Britain  I 

Ifoney  is  called  the  sinewa  of  war:  what 
then  must  be  the  oonditiom  of  the  Un^ 
States,  i^  involved  in  another  war  with  Omt 
Britain,  ail  these  sinews  shonld  be  in  tbe  pts- 
session  of  the  enemy  t  But,  without  exiod- 
ing  our  speculations  to  a  atate  of  war,  ^boA 
may  be  remote,  and  which  we  would  wid  Id 
be  improbable,  it  is  snfBdent  to  oontenqdate 
the  dangers  of  a  foreign  moneyed  inflneatt 
among  os  in  timeof  peace.  What  baa  beeaiths 
bane  of  all  confederacies,  ancient  and  moderst 
Was  it  not  foreign  influence,  and  that  inflawea 
procnred  by  money  t    Look  M  the  intrigtM^ 
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PbUip  In  Ore«ae;  look  ftt  the  intrig^ies  of  the 
aeigbboriag.  powers  in  the  &flairB  of  the  Dutch, 
the  Sirin,  and  the  Q«nnsaic  cocfederaciee ; 
money  wm  at  the  root  of  &II  these  mtrignes ' 
•nd  the  urival  of  armlea  noa  bIwbjs  preceded 
bj  tbe  oormption  of  orators  and  writera.  Snp- 
poae  the  BanK  of  the  United  States  to  oontinne 
to  glide  Into  the  hands  of  foreigners  until  It  is 
nralloired  up,  or  nearly  awillowed  np,  bj  the 
hereditary  nobilltj-,  the  prime  ministers,  and 
the  military  and  naval  officers,  of  European 
•overeigna;  will  not  this  foreign  aristocracy 
then  h»T«  the  control  of  the  moneyed  power 
of  oar  America!  And  will  they  not  asethat 
power  to  raise  up  an  American  aristocracy, 
and  to  depress  the  American  democracy?  As- 
snredlj  thay  will ;  and,  as  the  charter  now 
Mmd^  ttiey  may  notonly  nae  theirotramooeyj 
bnt  the  aredit  and  revennes  of  th^  Dnitea 
States,  to  coimpt  the  press  and  the  leKislatare, 
to  gorem  elecdoos,  to  tamper  with  iDaividnala, 
to  enrich  and  to  iropoverisn  whom  they  please, 
and  to  pat  up  and  poll  down  pabllo  men  ac- 
cording to  their  own  Tiews. 

There  is  no  excnse  fbr  incnrring  this  danger. 
Foreign  capital  is  not  needed  in  the  ITnited 
8tM«L  Oar  own  citizens  have  more  than  they 
can  employ;  and,  besides,  the  Bank  of  the 


reTennea  of  the  United  States,  and  the  receira- 
UUty  of  its  notes  in  payment  of  public  dnea, 
— )  its  real  capital,  and  diminish  the  want  of 


branches.  Thia  is  known  t«  everybody.  Then, 
why  go  abroad  for  foreign  capital  ?  Oar  own 
eitaens  are  applying  for  this  charter;  they  are 
oflbring  five  times  as  mnch  for  it  as  these 
foreieners  offbr ;  then,  why  eontlnne  the  tno- 
nopoTy  to  foreigners?  If  the  capital  of  the 
bonk  was  three  times  what  it  is,  every  dollar 
of  the  stock  would  be  token  by  onr  own  citl- 
MQs.  If  the  present  l>ank  was  broken  up  into 
three  independent  moderate  institations,  the 
<dti»ns  of  the  South  and  West  wooM  qnickly 
■nbsoribe  for  one  bank  each.  Besides  the  dan- 
gers of  fbreign  inflneace,  and  the  injnry  to  onr 
own  dtlxens,  from  permitting  foreigners  to 
oontinne  to  hold  stock  in  this  bank,  Ur.  B. 
dwelt  considerably  on  the  injury  which  was 
done  to  the  connlry  from  the  anniifd  transfer 
of  money  from  the  United  States  to  Enrope,  to 
pay  the  dividends  to  the  foreign  stockholders. 
IM  amonnt  now  annndly  drawn  was  great ;  it 
«u  on  the  increase,  for  aliens  were  continually 
^itgroMbig  stock ;  it  might  amount  to  the  whole 
annual  profits  of  the  bank,  for  aliens  might  suo- 
<|Md  in  aoqoirii^  the  whole  stock;  and  then 
the  Amerieoa  eitlzens  might  pay  a  larger  reve- 
nue to  their  bonk  Itirds  in  Enrope  than  to  their 
own  Qovemraent  in  the  United  States.  The 
"innol  pn^ts  of  the  bank  now  were  between 
WW  and  Ave  milHons  of  dollars;  they  might 
M  oorried  up  to  double  that  sum,  and  donbtless 
•wild  be  under  the  new  and  extended  charter: 


expended  abroad  for  the  enrichment  of  foreign 

States. 

The  eiclnsion  of  members  of  Congress,  and 
officers  of  Oovemment,  from  participation  in 
the  bank,  wa«  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
B.,  to  the  pnrity  of  the  Government,  and  to 
the  better  uiminif^ration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
banlc  One  of  the  most  balefhl  operations  in  a 
national  bank  was  the  bnsiness,  or  trick,  of 
gtoo^obbing.  It  was  a  species  of  gambling,  in 
which  public  measures  were  made  to  operato 
apon  private  fortunes ;  s  n-stem  of  pntting  up 
and  palling  down,  in  which  a  motion  in  Oon- 
gresa,  or  piece  of  news  fhnn  a  department, 
wonld  have  the  effect  of  raising  or  depresdng 
stocks,  and  throwing  bargaios  and  specnladons 
in  the  hands  of  the  mitiated,  at  the  einense  of 
ionajide  bolders.  Public  men  shoald  nave  no 
temptation  to  eneage  in'  such  practices,  and 
therefore,  should  have  no  interest  in  the  bank, 
Agun :  tde  bank  is  to  be  under  the  snpervisioa 
of  Congress ;  it  has  a  right  to  investigate  ibi 
proceedings,  to  oondemn  its  oondnct,  and  to 
order  a  leire  faeia*  against  it  for  violations  of 
its  charter.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  this  su- 
pervisory power  will  ever  De  exerted  if  Con- 
gress is  filled  with  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  I  The  evils  of  this  connection  between 
the  officers  of  the  Govermnent  and  the  bank, 
have  been  ftilly  experienced  in  Great  Britdn, 
where  members  of  Parliament  hod,  br  a  claose 
in  the  Bank  of  England  charter,  a  right  to  own 
its  stock,  and  where  they  had  always  voted  on 
the  side  of  the  bank  against  the  people  in  every 
question  between  them.  In  1797,  they  faad 
absolved  the  bank  from  liability  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  and  afterwards  made  the  notes 
of  this  insolvent  bank,  Uiat  is  to  say,  their  own 
notes,  a  le^  tender  m  discharge  of  ell  debts, 
and  continued  that  Iniquitous  law  for  twenty- 
five  years.  To  guard  against  such  dangers  in 
Amerioa,  we  ohoald  avoid  the  cause  which 
led  to  them   in   Endattd,  and  exclude    our 

C'  lio  funetionariea  from  all  Interest  in  onr 
k. 
The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
when  It  was  r^ected — yeas  11,  nays  83. 
Kr.  Bxirroir's  fourth  amendment  was  as  fid- 

"That  the  said  eorporotian  shall  not  issue  any 
currency  which  sliaU  not  be  payable,  on  demand,  at 
the  branch  bank  wliere  Srst  issued,  and  suhjeot  le 
the  pecotties  for  non-payment,  or  delay  of  paymsut, 
mentioned  in  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  char- 
tor." 


contrary.    He  would  ask  the  yeas  and  naya. 
The  amendment  was  lost,  by  the  following 

Tub.— Hems.   Benton,   Brawn,   I>udley,  BUs, 
□mudy,  Uayne,  BiQ,  Kane,  Siog,  Maagnm,  liar- 


Snun.] 

ttnn  we  ousbit  to  think  of  iDsertiiig  in  the  eeo- 
tioD,  Bbonla  be  that  named  yesterday  hj  the 
Benator  from  Maine,  ($626,000.)  Mr.  H.aaidhe 
did  not  go  for  eo  large  a  sam  as  that  offered  bj 
tbe  memorialists  from  UasBBohnsetts,  because 
a  part  of  that  anm  was  to  be  levied  bj  the  States 
U  taxen ;  and  he  would  not  ^ve  any  vote  from 
which  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  right  of  the 
State  to  tax  the  bank  and  its  branches  wds  io' 
tended  to  be  Bnirendered  or  compromised  ;  for 
in  hiB  opinion  the  States  have  that  risht,  and 
Congresa  dhoatd  not,  if  they  coold,  and  proba- 
bly oonld  not  if  they  wonld,  take  it  away. 

Mr.  iUaoT  moved  t«  fill  the  blank  with 
S8S,000. 

Mr.  KsiflHT  tiien  renewed  his  motion  for 
8S0.000. 

Mr.  Bbowit  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
largest  sum,  becanae  he  did  not  see  any  advan- 
tage which  would  reenlt  from  it  to  the  coon- 
try.  In  proportion  as  the  bank  was  burdened, 
wonld  the  bank  harden  the  people  by  excessive 
ivues.  He  would  not  inoorporata  snch  a  prin- 
eide  in  the  charter. 

Mr.  MooKK  shoald  Tote  agunst  the  largest 
nim,  becanae  be  believed  the  States  had  a  rigbt 
to  impose  a  tax,  and  would  exercise  it,  as  soon 
as  the  branches  were  established.  He  would 
therefore  vote  for  the  smallest  sum. 

The  qnesdon  was  then  taken  on  the  largest 
enm,  and  decided  la  the  negative— yeas  10, 
nayasa. 

The  gneation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  KsiaHT  to  fill  the  blank  with  SSO,000, 
And  also  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  20, 
nars  27. 

Mr.  Sktkoob  moved  800,000;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question  was  de- 
eded— yeas  30,  nays  27. 

The  qneation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Foot  to  fill  the  blank  with  200,000,  and 
was  decided  in  the  afBrmative  as  follows : 

Te^u. — Hears.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Chambers,  Clay,  Gtajton,  Dallas,  DickeraoD,  £tUs, 
Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuj?en,  Grundj, 
Hayne,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane, 
King,  KanKum,  Killer,  Hoore,  Naudain,  PolDdeiter, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Kobinson,  Buggies,  Seymour, 
Bllsbee,  Smith,  Sptagne.  Tszeweti,  Tiploo,  Tomlin- 
aoD,  Tyler,  WaggMnan,  Webster,  Wkile,  WiUdns— 

Nats. — Uessra.   Dadkj,  Knight,  Harcy,  Troup 

Mr.  Mabot  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
frodnoing  a  proriso  that  nothing  her^  con- 
tained shoald  be  constmed  to  ^e  away  the 
right  of  any  State  to  impose  any  taxes  on  the 
branches,  Ac. 

The  qoestion  was  dedded  as  follows ; 

Teas. — Means.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickenoa,  Dud- 
ley, EUis,  Forsytb,  Orundf,  Hajae,  Headricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  Hsngum,  Harcy,  Hiller,  Huore, 
Robinson,  Tazewell,  Tiplon,  Troup,  Tyler,  White— 
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Hobnee,  Jobosloo,  Kidgbt,  Nandain,  FsiadusE 
Frentias,  Bobbins,  Boggles,  Seymour,  SUm, 
Sinitb,  Sprague,  Tomhnaon,  Waggamau,  Wftev^ 

Wiiklns— ae. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Oommittet  ri 
the  Whole  restriotlng  the  bonk  i 
not^is  below  the  valne  of  twenty  doDan,  n 
then  taken  np. 

Mr.  Emo  moved  so  to  BmeDd  the  vaai 
ment  as  to  make  the  minimum 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr,  Taikwill  moved  to  amend  by  rtiftif 
ont  "  or  drafts,"  so  as  to  confine  the  rmtricic 
to  notes  or  bills. 

The  ameodment  jras  tlieiL  coocnrred  in. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  moved  to  amend  the  VIS  ^ 
adding  a  section,  providing  that  the  bssk  rial 
not  take  more  than  five  per  oeaL  onibloM 
or  diaconnts. 

Mr.  Chambbbs  made  a  few  renuvks  in  tffo-   , 
sition  to  the  motion,  and  read  the  opiiuiia<(   i 
some  experienced  cashiers  sgaiost  the  nte 
tion  of  interest.  I 

The  qnestion  was  tlien  taken,  and  the  swtiB    | 
negatived  as  follows : 

TiAB. — Hessrs.  Benton,  Brawn,  IKckenoii,  M 
ley,  Hlis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Beodri^BZ. 
Kuie,  King,  Hangam,  Xarcy,  Hoore,  Kobi— 
Taielrel!,  npton,  iWp,  Tyler,  Wblte—tL 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Gbamben,  On, 
Clayton,  Dillaa,  Ewing,  Foot,  FrelingltTM 
Bohnes,  Johnston,  Knigbt,  Hiller,  Kanibin,  Ft*' 
deiter.  Prentiss,  Robbing,  Buggies,  Bejimnr,  EB^ 
bee.  Smith,  Sprague,  TomliosoD,  Waggaouc^  V^ 
iter,  Wilkins— se 

Mr.  Whiti  moved  to  amend  the  biS  by  jn^ 
viding  that  whenever  the  average  amoBiil  i 
the  pnblio  deposits  shall  exceed  a  millim  ^ 
doUora,  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.  ihsU  h 
allowed. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows : 


ley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grand;, Hayne,  Bendndu,BK 
Kaoe,  kW,  Maogum,  Harcy,  Hoore,  Sej"*"! 
Sprague,  'niiewell,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Troup,  W»(p- 


,  White— as. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cbamben^  Cli^ 
CUyton,  Dal!«^  Ewing,  Foot,  FreEngisj"* 
Hohnee,  Johnston,  Knight,  Hiller,  tTaudun,  Fig 
tiss,  Foindeiter,  Bobbins,  Bobinson,  Btff^ 
Sitebee,  Smith,  Tomluunn,  Webster,  WilUat-M' 

Mr.  Bkktoh  Bud  the  time  had  now  iirind 
for  making  a  motion  whioh  he  had  prenoi^ 
annoDoced,  namely,  the  reference  oftbistHJlB 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  I>epartJDent,  for  li» 
consideration  and  report.  Toe  bill  h*^.*^ 
received  aH  the  amendments  which  its  Crio* 
would  admit :  it  was  perfect,  according  to  iWf 
conception ;  it  was,  therefore,  in  a  Pf°P*f  ^ 
to  tmdergo  the  revision  of  the  officer  "* 
whose  department  it  was  so  intimately  t* 
nected.  He  said  that  this  was  a  motion (XW 
islative  propriety,  of  official  ooortesy,  sad  P* 
lio  advantage ;  a  moti<m  wbicb  conld  ih>>  ■* 
refoned  withont  a  aeemiiig  ditrai^ed  to  IM 
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crfHcer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury — an  apparent 
disregard  to  the  Execntive  AdmiDistration  —and 
K  possible  detrimeat  to  the  public  service. 
£veTy  book  charter  ever  yet  graated,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  granted,  had  its  ori^n  in  the  Treas- 
"arj  Department.  Every  hank  bill  had  been 
drawn  or  revised  there ;  and  that  upon  the 
plainest  principle  of  propriety,  that  the  bank 
being  intended  to  aid  the  Treasorj,  it  was  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  b>  give  his  opin- 
ion apon  the  fitness  and  snmoieQcy  of  the  aid 
"to  be  given  him.  How,  then,  can  the  present 
Secretary  be  overlooked?  How  can  he  be 
passed  by  t  Why  should  he  receive  a  slight 
irfaioh  has  been  put  apon  none  of  his  predeoes- 
"Borst  His  individnal  sentiments  are  known  to 
l>e  fevorable  to  a  nation^  bank ;  his  pobiio  sta- 
tion gives  him  a  right  to  be  heard  on  the  pro- 
'visions  of  this  one ;  the  public  service,  we  have 
a  right  to  prennme,  would  be  promoted  by  the 
oomnmnication  of  his  opinions.  Who  can  as- 
same  to  say  that  he  can-impart  no  nsefbl  infor- 
matioDf  Even  if  gentlemen  thought  so,  it 
iroold  be  a  tireaeh  of  decorum  to  express,  or 
imply,  the  sentiment.  Tet  a  refusal  to  make 
this  reference  must  imply  it. 

If  there  is  any  one  meaanre,  in  the  whole 
oirole  of  legiHlation,  which,  above  all  others, 
deserves  to  be  referred  to  an  Administration,  it 
is  the  measare  of  creating,  or  continning,  a 
national  bank.  The  whole  argument  for  such 
an  institutjon — its  entire  constitutional  vindi- 
oation — rests  upon  the  aasumptiou  that  it  is 
necessary  to  the  financial  operations  of  the 
Ciovemment.  Now,  of  this  necessity,  the  per- 
■ODS  chosen  by  the  people  to  administer  the 
Govenunent  most  be  admitted  to  be,  in  some 
d^ree,  jndges.  Some  may  deem  it  unneoes- 
aary,  as  did  ]£r.  Jefferson  all  his  life,  and  as  did 
Jir.  Madison  l>efore  the  oapitol  was  bnniL 
Some  may  thii^  one  kind  of  bank  neceaeory, 
and  some  another.  Then  why  not  consult  the 
persona  to  whom  this  instttation  is  assnmed  to  be 
neceawry  ?  Why  not  consult  the  present  Gov- 
erameatf  The  people  have  put  them  in  power; 
■they  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  oper- 
atioBM  of  the  Government ;  then  why  not  allow 
them  I  voice  in  the  selection  of  their  means! 
Liatead  of  that,  we  have  seen  this  measure 
token  up  by  the  adversaries  of  the  Administra- 
tion, condncted  along  without  aoj  reference  to 
the  Administration,  and  now  proposed  to  be 
put  npon  tts  third  reading  without  even  their 
bto«ledgel  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the 
bank  may  be  an  Impediment  to  some  Adminis- 
trstloDs;  it  may  join  their  adversaries,  lend 
Qiem  the  benefit  of  its  vast  moneyed  power, 
find  eiert  its  machinery  in  all  the  States  in 
promoting  the  election  of  opposition  candidates. 
Tliis  very  bank  may  be  an  enemy  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  and,  uniting  with  att  the 
elements  of  opposition  in  Congress,  may  now 
lie  eierting  ita  tremendous  inflnence  to  keep 
up  a  system  of  double  taxation  and  enormous 
eipenditure,  to  supply  itself  with  immense 
depoats  of  pnbllo  money.    It  may  be  the  most 


DEBATES  01'  CONGBESS. 

Bant  of  the  United  StoM — Redarla: 


fiirmidable  enemy  to  the  present  Administration, 
and,  instead  of  uding,  may  be  paralyzing  all 
their  measures,  even  the  payment  of  the  pnbllo 
debt,  in  order  to  keep  tbe  pnblio  money  for  ita 
own  use.  It  may  be  m  favor  of  a  new  Admin- 
istration which  would  keep  np  taze^  multiply 
expenditures,  and  gorge  it  with  public  money. 
These  things  may,  or  may  nDt,  be  so ;  bat  why 
not  let  the  Administration  speak  for  itselft 
Why  force  this  aid  upon  them  f  Why  oompel 
them  to  receive  help  of  the  bank  f  Oertainly 
it  is  a  long  time  that  the  world  has  been  ad- 
monished to  beware  of  favors  offered  by  tbe 
enemy  1  This  bant  is  tbe  only  favor  offered  to 
this  Adminbtration  by  its  opponents ;  and  this 
favor  they  reqnire  it  to  take  withont  examina- 
tion, and  withont  inspection.  They  avow  their 
determination  to  pull  down  this  Administration ; 
and  they  propose  to  give  them  this  bank  as  a 
fHendly  present  t  Since  the  days  of  tbe  wooden 
horse,  has  any  present  ever  come  fbrward  in  a 
more  queational)le  shape!  And  this  kind  aid 
comes  on  the  eve  of  a  life  uid  doatb  contest  lA- 
tween  the  giver  and  receiver  I  Some  have  said 
this  pasb  for  a  new  charter  is  not  a  party  meas- 
ure, but  thus  far  it  has  been  charaoterued  by 
ev^  cironmstanoe  that  defines  a  party  meas- 
ure ;  and  this  determination  to  carry  it  through, 
withont  a  reference  to  the  Administration, 
seems  to  complete  the  evidence  of  that  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Shth  said,  in  high  party  times,  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  refw  from  Oongress  to  th» 
Secretaries,  the  democratio  party  remsted  i^ 
and  he  had  never  heard  of  a  rimllar  motlCMk 
since. 

The  question  was  then  taken  wt  lEr,  B.'a 
motion  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tus.— Henrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Dadby,  Ellia, 
Forsyth,  Gnmdy,  Bill,  Kane,  Troup,  White— 10. 

Nats.— UesBis.  Bell,  Buckner,  Cbsmbers,  CUy, 
Clayton,  DsUsi,  Diekerton,  Swing,  Foot,  IVeling- 
hnysen,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holutes,  Johnston,  King, 
Knight,  Uangiim,  Marcy,  Miller,  Hoore,  Nsudain, 
Potndeiter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  B<ig^lfs, 
Seymour,  Silibee,  Smith,  ^mgue,  Tuewell,  lip- 
ton,  roBiUnson,  Tylsr,  Wagganum,  Wsbster,  Wil- 
kin*—81. 

The  question  then  bein^  on  the  engrosnnent 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  readmgf 

Mr.  Wbitb  rose  to  give  his  views  in  oppod^ 
tion  to  the  bill ;  when 

Mr.  GninrDv  moved  that  the  Senate  now  ad> 
Jonm ;  and  it  being  understood  that  no  further 
amendments  were  to  be  offereiL 

The  Senate,  at  30  minutes  before  0  o'doek, 
a^onmed. 


Satitrdat,  June  9, 

BaiA  ^  tltt  JTnittd  SbUM—Steiart«r. 

The  Senate  then  resnmed  the  oonsideraliw 

of  the  tnll  to  modify  and  condone  the  act  to 

incorporate  the  snbeoribws  to  the  Bank  at  the 

Doited  Stotes. 
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Mr.  Bkbtoh  resnmad  the  renuu'kB,  in  oppo- 
ntion  to  tbe  engroMment  of  the  bill,  which  be 
otKoinenoed  on  the  precedrng  daj.  He  statad 
that  the  establishment  of  the  United  Btates 
Bank  had  been  followed  by  ioiarious  oonse- 
qnences  to  the  Sonth  and  the  West ;  and  to 

Srove  this,  he  qdvorted  to  the  instractions  issned 
J  the  bank  to  the  branches  of  the  Sonth  and 
the  West.  He  quoted  the  tankage  of  a  distin- 
gnished  statosman,  that  the  year  1816  would 
oooBtitnte  on  era,  that  it  was  the  most  diasi- 
troue  period  in  our  history,  as  it  bad  ^ren 
Urth  to  those  twin  monsters,  the  bank  and  an 
idtra  tariff.  Be  considered  the  bank  and  tariff 
M  one  and  indissolnble ;  and  held  that  the 
death  warrant  of  the  Booth  and  West  had  issned 
tram  the  institutton  when  the  ciroolar  instmo- 
tions  were  sent  abroad.  He  oharact«riEed  the 
Boiu^  <J  Directors  as  a  central  power,  acting 
and  deciding  in  seoret,  and  whose  aecisionB  were 
(Hily  known  by  thor  disastrons  operation  on 
the  commnnity. 

■The  qawtion  was  taken  on  the  engroeament 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  oh  follows : 

Tkas.— Hedsrs.  Bell,  Backner,  Chamben,  Ckj, 
CUyton,  DalUs,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelin^hnjsen,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  JohoBton,  Knight,  Niudain,  Pren- 
tiss, Robhias,  RoblUBOii,  SiUbee,  Smith,  Spracue, 
npton,  TomUnson,  Wsggaman,  Webster,  Wilkiai 
—25. 

Nats.— Hesira.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Diokerson, 
Dndle;,  Ellis,  Fonrth,  Onuidy,  Hayne,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Msngam,  llaKT,  MUkr,  Hoore,  Taiewell, 
Tn^  Tjlec,  White— SO. 


MoXDAT,  Jnne  11. 
Sank^iftU  UniUd  SU>U*-~SMhart«: 

The  bill  to  modify  and  oontmne  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  snbscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
Uaited  Btotes  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  qpestlon  b^g  on  its  ptauge, 

Mr.  WBBaTEB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay« 
on  this  qnestioD,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Makodii  then  spoke  briefly  in  ezpodtion 
of  the  reasons  which  wonld  compel  him  to  vote 
egunst  the  passage  of  the  biU. 

Tbe  qnestioB  ma  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

Tus.— Hestn.  Bell,  Bnckner,  Chambers,  Clar, 


dexter,  Frentisa,  Bobbins,  Bobioson,  fiuKgles,  Sey- 
r,  ^Isbee.  Smith,  Bprsgae,  Tipton,  TomllnsoD, 
g&msn,  WetMter,  Wilkins— 28. 


"R'lr! 


g.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 


,   Taiewell, 
Tioup,  Tjler,  White— SO. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Mr.  Dallas  said  that,  being  called  to  Tote  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  ftdt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  niake  a  brief  statement  to  the  Benate.  He 
had  been  returned  to  the  Benate  on  the  Ibt  of 


stockholders,  as  holding  a  part  of  tiie  stadra 
the  bank.  As  soon  as  lie  found  that  Ibis  ob- 
ject wonid  come  in  for  dtscnsrion,  be  bad  ^ 
rected  the  stock  which  he  bdd  in  the  iBa(3» 
tion  to  be  sold.  U  had  been  flc4d,  he  hij 
received  the  amoont  of  the  sale^  and  had  ■» 
longer  any  interest  in  the  bank. 

On  his  name  being  called, 

Mr.  BiiflBKa  said  that  he  perceired  his 
on  the  list  of  stockholders.     He  bad   " 
of  his  stock  befbre  this  qnestion  caioe  befcn 
Congress,  and  waa  no  longer  interested  in  Ik* 
institntion. 

On  his  Dame  being  called, 

Mr.  WxD0TBB  said  that  he  had  seen  bis  an* 
on  the  list  of  the  retnms ;  but  ttiat  tfae  inac- 
tion was  altogether  a  mistake  of  the  (dnfc  rt 
the  bank  in  Philadelphia, 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  d« 
other  Honae. 

Indian  Wnr — YolimU&ra. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Wibstzb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  message  of  the  Honse  rf 
Representativea,  oommnnicating  tiie  antsi- 
ment  of  that  body,  anthoriiiDg  the  Pnadat 
of  the  Uoited  States  to  receive  into  the  seniK 
of  tiie  United  StatM  volmiteera,  for  Ihe  po- 
tectton  of  the  Northwestern  fronti^  not  t* 
exceed  ten  companies. 

Mr.  Olay  withdrew  the  motion  w-hkh  h 
had  made  to  recommit  Q)e  btlL 

Mr.  Tipton  rose  to  more  some  amendmoA 
which  he  thought  would  obviate  the  difEcal^ 
that  had  arisen.  He  stud  the  bill  now  bcfcn 
the  Senate,  as  amended  by  the  Honae,  provide 
for  raising  one  thonsand  gon  men  to  pratett 
the  Korthwest«ni  frontier  agunst  the  Indiiv. 
He  wonld  have  been  satisfied  with  the  biS  ai'B 
was,  for  he  was  anzions  to  stop  the  effoson  d 
blood,  and  the  destraetioh  of  preftertj-,  in  tfes 
frontier  conntry.  Bome  Senators  object  to  tk 
nnmber  of  men  t»  be  raised,  some  to  theu'  (on 
of  service,  and  others  to  the  discretionary  power 
vested  in  the  I^e^dent.  On  a  former  occo^ka 
he  hod  stated  that  five  hnndred  men  were  ccbk 
petent  to  the  service,  if  led  by  an  officer  saitej 
to  the  occaraon.  This  was  stjll  his  opinioo; 
but,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  the  R^reaenta- 
tive  Irom  filinois,  for  whose  opinion  he  hid 
great  respect,  he  hod  left  the  number  Monk 
Some  Senators  have  said  to  the  friends  <tf  thii 
measure,  agree  among  yourselves,  and  we  viS 
vote  with  yon  Ibr  any  snm  that  is  requii«l 
In  order  to  settle  this  matt«r,  and  procure  tbe 
prompt  action  of  Congress,  t  now  propose,  ewl 
Mr.  T.,  to  amend  Uie  amendment,  by  asking  fat 
five  hnndred  men,  to  serve  one  year,  to  bi 
commanded  by  one  mtgor  and  a  anitable  nnm- 
ber of  platoon  officers,  to  be  appointed  bj  tie 
President,  by  and  with  the  adnce  and'ommt 
of  the  Senate.  He  had  no  fear  of  the  discra- 
tionarr  power  vested  in  the  lYesident  Tkt 
President  knew  too  well  what  woa  doe  to  a 
snfiering  people,  and  to  his  own  ftme,  taSi* 
had  ^ven  too  many  pledges  of  fldeli^  to  bb 
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aouatrj,  hot  to  «rr  In  resard  to  condaoting  an 
Indian  var.  Pass  thia  Dill  with  the  ameiid- 
menC,  and,  in  thirty  dajB  frota  the  daj  the 
Freudent  wgns  it,  a  cnfficient  force  will  be  on 
tlte  frotiUer,  and  of  that  description  of  troops 
tlut  will  ioBpire  oonSdenoe  in  our  .people,  and 
enable  them  to  retnni  with  their  fiunilies  to 
their  former  homes.  This  number  of  men  is 
amplj  MiiffioieDt  to  keep  peace,  and  the' presence 
of  an  armed  force  is  at  all  times  necessarj  to 
ftwe  thoee  Indiana  into  Bobmiasion. 

An  Indian  haa  no  love  for  the  American  peo- 
ple. The  miasions,  the  teachers,  and  the 
preachers  sent  to  them,  have  not  dvilized 
them,  nor  will  the  long  prayers  made,  nor  the 
hypocritical  hands  holden  np  in  oar  Eastern 
dties  in  behalf  of  the  poor  Indiana,  have  nnch 
effect  in  warding  off  the  scalping  knives  from 
onr  lieada.  To  eiplt^n  the  caose  of  his  anxiety 
on  this  subject,  Ur.  T.  read«  letter  &om  U^or 
Brown,  daied  May  EOth,  stating  that  Geoeral 
Vallcer,  wilta  fonr  hnndred  men,  had  gone  ont. 
General  Walker,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  a  brave  and 
active  yonng  man :  his  followers  are  nnited  to 
tlie  service;  while  they  are  out,  the  frontiers 
will  be  protected.  But  these  men  live  1)y  their 
own  indnatry,  and  cannot  remain  long  in  the 
field,  and,  when  they  return,  more  mnraera  will 
beperpetrated. 

Those  who  have  not  lost  their  lives  have  lost 
their  property,  and  the  opportimity  of  makiDfc 
bread  for  this  season.  Another  letter  informed 
bim  that  there  was  not  bread  enoogh  in  the 
'  ooantry  to  serve  the  people  ten  days.  The 
Indian  has  strack  his  blows,  and  will  lie  dose 
'  and  conceal  lumself  nntil  our  militia  retom 
from  their  expedition. 

At  the  a}iproacb  of  antnmn,  when  the  eet- 
Uera,  driven  by  necessity,  return  to  recover 
tteir  property,  and  to  put  in  winter  grain  fbr 
the  next  crop,  nnless  we  have  an  armed  force 
there,  tins  war  will  be  renewed. 

And,  sir,  sud  Ur.  T.,  wiU  yon  then  expect 
us  to  renew  this  spplication  next  year  to  Oon- 

Fiss  with  another  moumfiil  list  of  mnrdera? 
you  do,  yon  are,  perhaps,  mistaken.     Let  me 
fell  you  what  will  Iw  done  I 

There  are  about  Ave  thoneand  one  hundred 
Indians  in  Indiana,  and  in  Illinois  eight  thou- 
sand rii  hundred :  we  are  neighiMn,  cannot 
agree,  and  are  now  at  war.  Yon  most  separate 
us  by  removing  these  Indiana  out  of  these 
6t«t«e,  or  you  may  be  snre,  sir,  that  we 
eitenninate  them.  From  thia  war,  and  thb 
danger,  the  Menominees  and  a  part  of  the  Pot- 
tiwatamiea  are  exempt.  If  f  on  will  send  the 
force  which  we  want,  it  can,  if  under  Judioipua 
officera,  protect  the  white  people  and  the 
friendly  Lndians  until  all  the  Indian  tribes  are 
removed  from  our  vicinity. 

Mr.  HsHDBiOKS  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  had  a 
few  words  to  sev.  chiefly  applicable  to  filling 
the  blank,  shoulQ  the  amendment  proposed 
M  idopteiL  The  bill,  aa  it  originally  passed 
the  Seikate,  propoeed  the  mounting  of  a  corps 


of  infantry  for  the  protection  of  our  inland 
frontEer.  It  had  no  reference  to  the  recent 
tj|onblee  of  the  Northwest,  bnt  had  its  ori- 
gin in  a  belief,  entertuned  for  years  past 
that  this  description  of  troops  was  better  raited 
to  the  service  m  that  quarter  than  in&ntry  oa 
foot. 

This  bill  had  been  modelled  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  direct  reference  to  the  In- 
dian war  now  raging  tietneen  the  UisaisHip^ 
and  Lake  UichigBn,  and  proposed  as  a  enlwti- 
tule  the  raising  of  one  thousand  con  men,  vol- 
unteers, coips  orguiized,  or  to  be  organized, 
as  the  President  might  direct ;  to  continue  ia 
service,  or  be  dismissed  from  it,  as  his  disore- 
tioD  might  see  fit.  The  amendments  proposed, 
siud  Ur.  H.,  look  not  so  much  tA  the  present 
crisis,  as  to  the  permanent  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, and  oontemnlate  a  oorps  of  monnted  rang- 
ers on  the  moael  of  thoee  employed  on  tbe 
frontier  during  the  late  war.  This  latter  pnr> 
pose,  s^d  Mr,  H.,  I  approve,  and  brieve  the 
latter  description  of  troops  decidedly  the  best 
adapted  to  the  serviie,  and  the  most  effluent 
that  can  be  called  into  it.  This  was  the  testi- 
mony, he  believed,  nniformly  given  in  favor  of 
these  corps  during  that  war,  from  the  frontiers 
of  the  Ohio  to  the  Mis^ippi  Biver,  These 
troops  were  more  active,  energetic,  more  rapid 
in  their  movements,  and  as  brave  as  any  others 
that  have  heretofore  ever  been  employed  in  the 
Bcrvioe.  They  were,  indeed,  citizen  soldiers. 
having  all  the  advantages  oi  disdpllne,  and  all 
the  inCeresta  of  the  oonntty  concentrated  upon 
them.  It  was  his  opinion  that  so  mnch  better 
were  tb«ee  corps  suited  to  the  defence  against 
Indians,  that  five  hundred  of  them  would 
be  better  than  the  one  thousand  proposed 
by  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
ativea. 

Mr.  BnnoH  stated  that  the  bill  introdnoed 
by  the  Senator  tram  Indiana  waa  nnder  the 
consideration  of  the  Military  Oommittee,  of 
which  they  would  soon  report.  In  order  to 
gain  informatiDn  on  the  measure  nnder  disous- 
uon  from  the  War  Department,  he  would  move 
that  the  bill,  with  the  several  amendments,  be, 
for  the  present,  laid'oa  the  table,  and  the  infor- 
mation acquired  he  would  commonioote,  if  po*- 
^ble,  on  the  following  day.      . 

The  motion  was  carried. 


TnuDAT,  June  13. 
Ifeu  Tori  Se»oluiMn^~T%t  3br^ 

Mr.  DunLBT  presented  certain  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  dtizens  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  recommending  concessions  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff;  and  moved  to  lay  them  on 
the  table,  and  print  them. 

Mr.  Wbbstkb  said  Uiat  these  reedntions  came 
to  the  Senate  nnder  the  authority  of  the  most 
reapeotable  names.  They  were  represented, 
and  no  doubt  truly,  to  have  been  passed  at  a 
very  numerous  assemblage  erf'  oitizena,  oallad  bjr 
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assemblage  bj  s  Bpeech  highly  proper  for  tbe 
oocasioD,  by  an  able  and  moat  eicellent  man. 
Bnt  howoTer  oommendable  in  their  spirit  itnd 
temper,  the  resolutioDS,  he  feared,  were  too 
general  in  their  scope  and  character  to  be  Tal- 
nable  goides  throngh  the  arduone  doties  which 
lay  before  Congresa.  Thej  recommend  a  spirit 
of  Accommodation,  of  conciliation,  of  compro- 
tniae.  Now  this  ia  exactly  aneh  a  spirit,  eaid 
Ur.  v.,  as  we  all  profess,  onrselves,  and  as 
most  of  as,  in  my  opmion,  really  and  sincerely 
feel.  But  the  qnestion  is  a  Tery  complex  one  : 
it  involves  a  deep  and  important  principle,  and 
it  involves  also  very  great  difficnltiee  of  detail. 
If  this  most  respectable  meeting,  or  aaj  other, 
conld  tell  as  what  that  is  which  conld  be  given 
up,  wltbont  min  or  extreme  injnry  to  those 
concerned,  and  which,  if  given  up,  wonld  pro- 
duce the  satisfaction  so  mach  to  be  desired, 
they  would,  by  so  doing,  render  Congress  a 
lnoat  tueftil  aervloe. 

I  eoUrely  approve,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  spirit  of 
these  resolations ;  I  commend  their  spirit  of 
kindness  and  conciliation  \  above  all,  I  com- 
mend the  attachment  manifested  by  them  to  the 


great  and   paramonnt  object  of  regard — the 

— '--  -'theBtates;  bat  I  un  not  qnite  willing 

>pinion  should  be  oberiwed  abroad 


that  members  of  Congresa,  of  any  part;,  are 
wantins  in  a  proper  spirit  of  conciliation,  or 
that  what  Co^ress  most  needs  is  a  spirit  of 
compromise.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  W.  said, 
he  hardly  failed  to  meet,  at  every  turn,  some 
gentleman  who  had  a  project  for  compromiung 
all  OUT  difficnlties.  He  thought  there  was  no 
want  of  projecte.  In  his  opiaion,  the  necessity 
of  a  st^dy  system  of  policy ;  a  regnlar  ad- 
herence to  what  has  been  solemnly  settled ;  a 
moderate  bnt  firm  regard  to  the  stability  of 
property,  to  tbe  maintenance  of  those  means  of 
uving  on  which  the  various  classes  of  tabor  de- 
pend ;  caution  not  to  agitate  great  and  numer- 
ous interents  to  their  very  centre,  by  ill  consid- 
ered, though  well-intended  efforts  to  allay 
excitement  among  other  interests;  these  were 
topics,  in  regard  to  which,  if  in  regard  to  any, 
Congress  might  be  benefited  by  n-iendty  ad- 
monition. 
The  resolntiona  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TmrnsDiT,  June  14, 
Indian  Wan  in  th«  Northvttl-^Early  EspeA^ 
tim»~Bang«rt  and  Vohinletn  »•  meet**- 
fui  TVoepi. 

Mr.  TiPTOiT  wished  to  be  informed  whether 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  received  any  information  to  com- 
mnnioate  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  bill  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  mounted 
troops. 

ai.  BnrroN  replied  that  he  had  been  nnable, 
tn  WHueqneuoe  of  the  abaenoe  of  the  Beoretaij 


«f  War,  to  obtun  the  infbrmation  he  liad  1^ 


to  move  the  Senate  to  ta^e  Tip  this  btl^ 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Itonse,  Tbe  qa» 
tion  now  is,  will  Congress  vote  nsthe  niMBftf 
defence  or  noti  Denial  is  better  for  ■■  tiM 
delay.  If  yon  will  aid  us,  do  it  immedial^r 
if  not,  say  so,  and  we  will  do  our  oivm  TiiiJMB 

Sir,  we  must  sweep  these  people  from  tsA 
enoe,  or  keep  them  pe«eeable.  The  pawvi  k 
make  peace,  and  to  preserve  it,  and  to  picstni 
the  Indiana,  is  what  I  want.  Ko  one  A 
imagine  the  distress  that  an  alarm  on  tbe  ft*' 
tier  produces,  withont  witnessing  it.  TIh 
who  are  at  the  point  of  attack,  fl«e  witti  Oife 
families;  those  next  in  the  rear,  thoogfaaoB 
secure,  are  not  safe.  Ko  man  can  leave  Hi 
own  family  to  help  his  sri^bor ;  and  the  b» 
sequence  la,  that  they  break  ap  and  docM 
their  homes,  taking  litUe  witL  them,  aad  Isnt 
their  property  to  be  pillaged  by  the  ill  iliia^ 
whites,  as  well  as  the  Indians. 

If  you  will  authorize  the  rsiring  of  the  coqi 
wbidi  I  propose,  we  can  prevent  these  •!*(■% 

Jive  confidence  to  the  people,  and  AtAK 
estroy  the  hostile  Indians. 

The  Senator  fh>m  Illinois,  (Mr.  Kahk,)  vka 
this  bill  was  np  the  other  day,  asked  who  km 
that  this  nnmber,  five  hundred  men,  ia  auBitiat 

Sir,  all  practi«d  men  know  that  Gtsi  hvabd 
men  are  anffioient  to  march  to  any  point  t» 
tween  Lake'  Michigan  and  the  Jfisiiasj^ 
They  will  do  it,  with  or  without  authority. 

What  is  tbe  extent  of  the  Indian  conitiyl 
I  will  UiO.  yon :  It  is  abont  one  h\iDdred  M 
thirty  miles  from  Chicago  to  Dison^  ferrj— 
four  short  days'  march  for  mounted  ride  no. 
The  real  force  of  tbe  Black  Bawk^s  fiAtwoi 
may  be  furly  estimated  at  seven  hmidredM 
one  thousand  warriors;  that  is,  five  hondnl 
and  fifty  of  his  own  tribe,  two  hundred  and  (ttj 
Pottawatamies,  uid  a  fbw  frtxa  other  tribK 
This  force  is  not  now  dangerons,  bnt  to  tlw 
defenceless  frontier,  and  will  increaise  evei; 
day  until  it  is  broken  down.  One  enasrtic 
effort  will  crush  it. 

To  oppose  this  man  and  his  force,  we  are  M 
that,  on  the  10th  of  May,  twelve  hundred  ui 
five  men  were  within  thirty  or  forty  mile)  ^ 
this  bandittu  Why  did  these  men  not  nisnh 
on,  day  and  night,  and  attack  these  liidtiiia,if 
to  be  Aiund!  We  are  told  that  part  of  our  nea 
are  initolry,  and  their  ba^age  in  beats.  & 
these  daysof  good  living,  men  most  have  Uggin 
and,  of  course,  live  at  their  ease.  I  do  ■<< 
censure  them  for  this.  It  isqaiteasads&cttty 
eicnsein  1883;  bat,  sir.  In  1791,  orl814,«hit 
wonld  have  been  said  of  sunshine  soldicnl 
Let  us  recur,  for  a  few  momenta,  to  nays  kef 
gone  by. 

On  the  28d  <tf  May,  1791,  General  SwH 
crossed  the  Ohio,  at  ui«  month  of  the  K<b- 
tooky,  and  marched  from  Oience  for  V«M- 
tonon,  on  t]ie  Wi]>aah.    It  abmi  inoMMidrt 
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mt  he  pressed  fonrwd,  throi^h  ui  nnbraken 
ud  DDknown  forest,  crossed  fourl&rgeBtreamB, 
he  White  Rivers  utd  their  tribotaries,  not  in 
natB,  bat  swam  them  on  his  horses,  or  on  logs 
lOnSned  together — rafts;  and,  on  Uie  Ist  Anj 
^  Jnne,  he  sorprised  the  Indians  at  Weeanto- 
uHt,  noir  called  Weea,  killed  some,  and  took 
If^-eight  DTieoners.  This  town  is  one  hnndred 
tnd  fiftj-nve  railes  from  Hie  Ohio,  where  he 

Bat  this  i«  not  aU.  He  was  now  two  hnn- 
Ired  and  ittj  miles  fi'om  Lexington,  the  settled 
lart  of  Eeatnckr,  surrounded  hj  the  most  nn- 
neroiu  and  warlike  tribes  that  ever  inhabited 
forth  America,  then  onbrokeQ  hj  defeat^  not 
inrabled  and  reduced  b;  the  wars  that  bave 
dnce  intervened,  and  not  dispirited  b/  the 
fierationa  of  oar  pei^le,  and  ferocions  as  the 
lative  Indian  is  known  to  be.  But  General 
loott  had  neither  baggage  nor  boats  to  enonm- 
ler  him.  Uentenant  Colonel  Wilkinson  was 
lespatched  with  three  hundred  and  sixtjr  men 

0  cross  the  Wabash,  a  laise  river,  then  much 
wollen  with  rains,  to  aestroj  Ute  Indian 
rillagea  at  what  the;  oall  the  £qI  Biver,  now 
nppecanoe. 

Colonel  Wilkinson  marched  on  foot,  crossed 
he  rirer,  surprised  the  Indians,  destrojed  the 
owo,  and  retnrsed  with  a  loss  of  tliree  men, 
rouoded,  having  marched  on  foot  thirt7-eix 
niles  in  twelve  dajs,  fought  a  battle  and 
lorned  a  town.  Tbeee  men  were  Eentaokiiuis, 
onunauded  by  a  sian  tihat  oonld  walk  on  foot, 
ind  swim  a  river. 

General  Bcott  then  retomed  to  Lexington, 
laving  murched  four  handred  and  flft;  miles, 
nmed  four  towns,  and  killed  manj  of  the 
inemj,  taken  fifty-eight  prisoners,  and  oon- 
Inet^  his  prisoners  to  Fort  Steuben,  now 
'effersonTUte. 

In  1791,  Colonel  Wilkinscm  waa  ordered  bj 
hataal  Washiogtoa  to  destroy  the  Indian  vil- 
■ges  on  £el  Biver.  They  set  oat  on  the  Ist  of 
Lngast  from  Fort  Wasfaington,  now  CiodoLDati, 
vito  five  hundred  and  twen^-three  men.  He 
oandted  two  daya  north  to  make  a  feint  on  the 
ICami  towaa,  then  northwest;  and  be  tells  ns 
htt,  on  the  ?th  day,  he  oroesed  the  Wabash 
m  the  ver^  spot  that  he  set  ont  for,  and  next 
bty  snrprMed  the  Indiana  on  Eel  Biver,  one 
inndred  and  eighty  miles  from  Fort  Washing- 
ut — killed  aome  of  the  Indians,  took  some,  and 
■eased  forward  to  find  the  Pottawatamie  town, 
IT  Tippeoaaoe.  The  next  day  he  inspected  his 
onunand,  to  find  its  oondition — fonnd  two 
mndred  and  sevuity  lame  horaea,  and  bnt  five 
'*j»'  provisions  in  camp,  two  hnudred  and 
wenty  milM  trmn  Fort  Waahingtim,  nirTonnd- 
d  with  warlike  tribes,  bnt  no  baggage,  besides 
iritonera.    Ea  returned  safe,  having  performed 

1  march''  of  five  handred  miles  through  an 
lOMMt  aoknown  forest,  through  bogs,  creeks, 
od  rivers;  but,  dr,  in  these  days  our  men 
Med  tlia  riven,  if  they  oould  be  fbrded  well ; 
■f-  "••"*  -— -n  them,  without  delay,  on  thdr 
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The  amendment  I  propoee  is,  to  authorize 
the  President  to  rtuse,  by  enlistment,  or  by  oo- 
ceptiog  volunteers,  five  hundred  men,  believing 
that  number  to  be  saffident  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. Bnt'if  Oongraes  will  give  nsone  thou- 
sand men,  I  am  wUling  to  oonoede  something 
to  meet  the  views  of  other  Senators.  The 
amendment  differs  but  little  from  the  laws  of 
1S13  and  1S13,  authorizing  the  raising  of  the 
rangers.  The  President  of  that  day  allowed 
some  companies  to  elect  their  own  officers,  and 
the  officers  or  other  companies  were  appointed 
here,  and  they  were  directed  to  enlist  their 
We  got  some  good  officers,  and  some 
10.  These  troops  were  efficient,  end  ren- 
dered vslaable  service.  A  gentleman  now  hersi 
who  was  engaged  in  this  servioe,  can  bear  testi- 
mony of  their  osefiilness. 

Messrs.  BoBiNSOK  and  Kma  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried — yeas  SB, 

Ur.  TiFTOX  moved  to  amend  the  bill  1?  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  of  the  House,  and  in- 
serting a  new  bill,  substantially  as  follows : 

Tbst  the  President  of  the  Cdted  States  be,  snd 
he  )■  hereby,  sutbotiiad  to  raise,  rither  by  the  ac- 
cepUtnce  of  volunteera,  or  enlistment  for  one  yesr, 

QDlesa  sooner  discharged,  monated  TftiiKen^ 

to  be  armed,  equipped,  mounted,  snd  orgsidied,  in 
such  &  maaner,  >nd  to  be  under  such  regulations 
mod  restrietiona,  as  the  ntlure  of  the  service  may, 
in  bis  o[hdIod,  tnske  necessary. 

Bio.  !.  Ibst  eaoh  of  the  seid  compsnies  of  ran- 
ger* shall  consist  of  oue  captain,  one  first,  one  sec- 
ond, and  one  ibird  liealeaani,  five  aergeents.  five 
corporals,  and  one  bondred  privates — the  whote  t« 
farm  a  battalion,  and  be  commanded  by  a  tnqjor. 

Sao.  S.  Tliat  the  sold  non-commissioaed  <Aoera 
and  privates  sbsU  aim  and  eqdp  themselves,  un- 
less otherwise  ordered  by  the  President,  and  pro- 
vide their  own  bones,  and  slwll  be  allowed  each 
per  day,  as  s  ftiU  compensstioD  for  thnr  ser- 
vices, and  the  use  of  their  arms  and  horses.  The 
oomniBdoned  offlcera  shall  receive  the  same  emolo- 
meuts  as  oScers  of  die  Bams  grade  In  the  army  of 
the  United  Sutea. 

Bic.  4.  That  the  ofBcers,  non-cDmndssioned  of- 
Scers,  and  privates,  shall  be  en^tled  to  the  ssme 
proTbilon,  in  cose  of  disability  bj  wounds  or  other- 
wise, as  is  made  for  olBceiB,  noa-commliisioned 
officers,  and  privates,  in  the  regular  army,  and  sub- 
ject to  oil  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  so  far  aa 


Ur,  H^nra  asked  far  a  diririon  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  Bs  finit  to  take  the  vote  on  striking  out 
the  amendment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tipton  mode  a  few  observations  in  de- 
fence of  his  amendment,  which  he  sud  waa 
framed  in  the  exact  words  of  the  not  of  1818. 
He  Donsidered  that,  under  an  efficient  offloer, 
well  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  Indian  war- 
fare, a  Kiroe  of  five  handred  men  would  be  bet- 
ter than  twice  the  nnmber  nnder  the  command 
of  inexperienced  meiL 

Ur.  ^IBB  referred  to  the  force  raised  by  O 


Google 


ABBn>aHENT  OF  THB 


bun.] 


she  added  somewhat  to  ber  popnlatioii.  But 
thef  were  far  leas  Avtulable  than  they  wonld 
have  been  under  ft  Byatem  (tf  previooe  Rnrre; 
and  regolHT.iale. 

Tbeee  observatioDB  in  TMpect  to  tbe  oonrse 
of  the  reqieot^le  States  referred  to,  in  relatioo 
to  tbeir  public  lands,  are  not  prompted  by  an; 
anUiid  feelings  towards  them,  but  to  abow  the 
saperiority  of  the  land  system  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  syBtenK)f  the  GkmeralQoTeniment, 
the  wisdom  of  which,  io  soioe  respects,  is  ad- 
mitted even  by  the  report  of  the  Land  Com- 
mittoe,  the  ooontry  mibject  to  its  operation, 
beyond  the  Alleghuiy  Monntains,  has  rapidly 
adTsnoed  in  population,  improvemenL  and 
prosperity.  The  example  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
was  emphatically  relied  on  by  the  report  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Manufaotores — its  mifllon  of 
people,  its  oanala  and  other  improvements,  its 
nonrishtng  towns,  its  highly  cnltivated fields,  all 
pntthere  within  leas  than  forty  years.  To  weak- 
en the  force  of  this  example,  the  Land  Committee 


the  Qeneral  GoTomment  Bat,  Mr.  President, 
with  Ereat  deference  to  that  committee,  I  must 
say  that  it  labors  under  mia^prehensloa. 
Thrve-fonrths,  if  not  four-fifths,  of  the  popala- 
tion  of  that  State  are  settled  npon  pubfic  lands 
purchased  ikim  the  United  States,  and  they 
sr^  the  moet  floariahinR  parts  of  the  State. 
Por  the  correctoesB  of  tLis  statement  I  appeal 
to  my  friend  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewdio)  near  me. 
He  knows,  as  welt  as  I  do,  that  the  rich  valleys 
of  the  Uiuni  of  Ohio,  and  the  Maomee  of  the 
Xiake,  Uie  Elcioto,  and  the  Unskinguiti,  are  prin- 
ctpally  settled  by  persons  deriving  titke  to  their 
lands  from  the  United  States. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  one  of  the  great- 
est advantaoes  which  thesa  public  lands  m  the 
West,  and  this  system  of  selling  them,  afford, 
is  the  resource  which  they  present  against  pres- 
sure and  want,  in  otherparta  of  the  Union,  from 
the  vocations  of  society  being  too  closely  filled, 
and  too  mnoh  crowded.  They  constantly  tend 
to  sust^n  the  price  of  labor,  by  the  opportnnity 
which   they   offer   of  the  scquisition  of  fertile 


Union  where  labor  may  be  badly  rewarded. 
The  progress  of  settlement,  and  Oie  improve- 
ment m  toe  fbrtones  and  condition  of  individaals, 
under  the  operation  of  this  beneficent  system, 
are  as  simple  as  they  are  manifest  Pioneers 
of  a  more  adventurous  chsracter,  advancing 
before  the  tide  of  emigration,  penetrate  into 
the  nniohabited  regions  of  the  West.  They 
apply  the  aze  to  the  forest,  which  falls  before 
them,  or  the  plough  to  the  prairie,  deeply  sink- 
ing its  share  in  the  unbroken  wild  grasses  in 
which  it  abounds.  Tbey  build  houses,  plant 
orchards,  enclose  fields,  cultivate  tJie  earth,  snd 
rear  up  fomilies  around  them.  Meantime,  the 
tide  of  emigration  flows  upon  them,  their  im- 
proved fivma  rise  in  value,  a  demand  for  ^em 


takes  place,  they  tell  to  tliB  saw  oonnii 
great  advance,  and  proceed  ftrtli^  Wtt^idL 
ample  meaoa  to  purchase  from  Crovenaciti 
reasonable  prices,  raffldent  land  for  afl  !!»■>» 
ben  of  their  Eunilies.  Anotho-  and  *mA|I 
tide  succeeds  the  first,  pnaliiiig  OB  i 


the  previous  settlers,  who,  in  tbeir  tan,  4 
out  their  fanua,  constantly  ansmantiiigiiFi^ 
until  they  arrive  at  afixedaudatatiofiaiT*^ 


In  this  way,  thousands  and  tens  ctf 
are  daily  improving  tfa«r  circnmstaiMM^Hl 
bettering  their  conditicm.  I  have  oftcc  <i>- 
neaeed  tills  gratifying  progrMs.  Onti 
farm,  you  may  someumea  behold,  staa 
getber,  the  first  rude  cabin  <rf  rouod . 
hewn  logs,  and  wooden  chimneys,  tbe  hm 
log  house,  chinoked  and  ehiogled,  wiA  tai 
or  brick  chimueys ;  and,  lastly,  tbe  eoaM 
ble  brick  or  stone  dwelling ;  ^chdeutAiogfli 
different  occupants  of  the  firm,  or  the  xnri 
stages  of  the  condition  of  the  same  ootif* 
What  other  nation  can  boast  of  such  sbmiH 
for  its  increaung  population,  sncb  baaSU 
means  of  promoting  thur  proqwri^,  ui  >' 
curing  their  independeocel 

To  the  public  lands  of  the  Unit«d  Stote^  ■ 
especially  to  the  existing  systMU  by  wbicttiff 
are  distributed  with  so  much  regnltrit;'' 
equity,  are  we  indebted  for  these  signil  bMS 
in  onr  national  condition.  And  cveiy  ccH^ 
eratiou  of  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  podi^ 
enjoins  that  we  shall  abstain  from  tbe  adopi* 
of  any  wild  project  th^  would  cast  avqw 
vast  national  property,  held  by  lie  G<" 
Govemm«it  in  sacred  trust  for  the  Thoh  i* 
pie  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  forbids  tban 
should  rashly  touch  a  system  whioh  iwl*" 
BO  Bucceaafiilly  tested  by  experience. 

It  has  been  only  within  a  few  y^rs  thit-J 
less  men  ha^  thrown  before  the  public  tn 
visionary  plans  for  sqnandBring  the  pnblic* 
mdn.  With  the  existing  laws,  the  gitst  »| 
of  the  West  is  sstLafied  and  cooteDled.  at 
has  felt  their  benefit,  snd  grown  greatand  po^ 
erful  under  their  sway.  She  knows  snd  t«»" 
to  tbe  liberality  of  the  General  QoTemiMM" 
the  administration  of  the  publio  lands,  eittoM 
alike  to  her  and  to  the  other  ne»  *»» 
There  are  no  petitions  from,  no  movanenB  «> 
Ohio,  propoang  vital  and  radical  c'l*'!^' 
Uie  system.  During  the  long  period,  is  * 
House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  BeMie,"* 
her  upright  and  unambitions  citiien,  U*  ** 
Representative  of  that  State,  and  afUrwra"^ 
cessively  Senator  and  Governor,  prendtd*™ 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  we  **"« 
none  of  these  cliimerical  schemes.  ^** 
on  smoothly,  and  quietly,  and  safel.T.  KoB* 
in  the  rohere  withm  whioh  he  acted,  «^^^ 
mandeo  or  deserved  the  implicit  '""^  ^1!, 
Oongrese  more  than  Jeremiiui  Morro*-  _J^ 
eristod  a  perfect  persuasion  of  his  entiw  ""fj 
tialitj  and  justice  between  the  old  S'*'*'* 
the  new.  A  feiy  artless  but  senribie  »«* 
pronoonoed  in  his  plun  Scotch  Iri^  ^""^ 
were  always  snffioieat  to  ensure  the  jVf 
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ABt  mMl«^  varying  the  prioe  of  the  pablie  bndi 
kt>m  tivo  doUui,  at  which  it  had  all  that  time 
'•nuuiMd,  to  one  iloUar  tad  a  qiiart«r,  at  irhioh 
t  lka«  been  fixed  only  about  t«a  or  twelve  yean, 
foDnded  mainl;  on  thq  ooomderatioii  of 


iplkalioa  ot  our  pt^olation 


tbc^Uhis^  the  prevknia  oredilaL 

AMmiwing  the  dnplioi 
in  terms  of  tw«at7-fi*e  yoan,  the  denitiid  for 
wasba  Iftnd,  at  the  end  of  ereiy  term,  will  at 
liMat  be  double  what  It  was  at  the  oommeiioe- 
ment.  Bat  the  ratio  of  the  inereaaed  demand 
will  be  moeh  grcAter  tiaa  the  iocreMe  of  tite 
whole  papnktion  of  U^Vnited  States,  beoaoie 
the  Western  Statoa  neAat  to  or  inolndlng  the 
pnblio  lauds  popolatA  much  more  rapidly  than 
Other  parte  ot  the  UnioD ;  and  it  will  be  ftom 
them  that  the  greataat  onrreot  of  emigration 
wiU  flow.  At  this  moment  Ohio,  Eentnokj, 
and  Tenneaaee  are  the  most  migrating  BWiea  in 
the  Dnion. 

To  anpplf  this  constanUr  augmenting  de- 
mand the  policy  whteh  has  hithaito  ohoraoter- 
iied  the  General  Oovenimuit,  has  been  highly 
liberal  biAh  towards  in^vidnals  and  the  new 
States.  lArge  traots,  fir  soipaising  the  de- 
mand of  pnrenaaar^  in  every  olimate  and  Mtna- 
tion  adapted  to  the  wants  of  all  parts  of  the 
Dnion,  are  braogfat  into  the  market  at  moder- 
ate iwioes,  the  Ooremment  having  snstained  all 
the  expense  of  the  original  pnrohaae,  and  of 
snrreying,  marking,  and  dividing  the  land.  For 
fifty  dollars,  any  poor  man  may  pnrohaae  fbrty 
aeree  of  first  rate  land;  and,  for  leas  than  the 
wages  of  one  year's  labor,  he  may  boy  eighty 
acresL  To  the  new  gtatea,  also,  has  the  Gov- 
ernment been  liberal  and  gtnierons  in  the  gtaots 
for  aoboolB  and  for  Internal  improvementa,  aa 
well  as  in  rednclog  the  debt  contracted  for  the 
porohaae  of  lands  by  the  citizens  of  those  Btatee 
who  wera  templed,  in  a  ^lirit  of  inotdiyate 
spacriatiaa,  to  pnrohaw  too  mnoh  w  at  too 
Ugfaprioea. 

And  now,  ih.  President,  I  have  to  aay  some- 
thing in  respeot  to  the  putioolar  plan  bronght 
forwsid  by  the  Oommlttoe  oii  KannfaotEireB 
for  a  temporary  appropriation  of  the  prooeeds 
(rfthe  nles  of  the  pablio  lands. 

The  committee  saw  that  this  fimd  is  not 
wanted  by  the  General  Government;  that  the 


,.  _,  _    _.    speedily  distnrl , 

that  the  Oeneral  Oovemment  la  absolntely  em- 
barraMed  inj«oviding  ^ninst  an  eno^ona  sur- 

S OS  In  the  Treaanrr.  Whilst  this  is  the  oon- 
Um  of  the  Federal  Government,  the  Btates 
ace  in  want  of,  and  can  moat  beneficially  nse, 
that  verv  snrplna  with  which  we  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  The  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
vnmeat  are  limited;  those  of  the  Btates  aro 
■niple.  If  those  limited  powers  anthorized  an 
^Mieation  of  the  fond  to  some  objecta,  perhaps 
*««  are  others  of  more  importance,  to  which 


patent,  or  to  which  they  may  apply  a  man 
provident  care. 

But  the  Government  of  the  whole  and  of  the 
parts,  at  last,  is  but  one  Govoimient  of  the 
same  people.  In  form,  they  are  two ;  in  snb- 
stanoe,  one.  They  both  stand  nnder  the  same 
solemn  obligation  to  promote,  by  all  the  pow- 
ers with  which  they  are  respectiTely  intmsted, 
the  happiness  of  the  people;  and  the  peo)rfe, 
in  their  torn,  owe  respect  and  allegiance  to 
both.  Maintaining  tbese  relations,  there  riionld 
be  mntual  assistance  to  each  other  afforded  by 
these  two  systems.  When  the  States  are  fnll- 
handed,  and  the  coffers  of  the  General  Oovem- 
ment are  empty,  the  States  shoold  come  to  the 
relief  of  the  Qeoeral  Government,  as  many  of 
them  did,  most  promptly  and  patrioticidly, 
during  the  late  war.  When  the  conditions  of 
the  parties  are  reversed,  aa  is  now  the  ease,  the 
States  wanting  what  is  almost  a  bnrden  to  the 
General  Government  the  dnty  of  this  Govern' 
meat  is  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  States. 

They  were  views  like  these  which  indnoed  a 
malority  of  the  committee  to  propose  the  plan 
of  oiatrlbntion  contained  in  the  bul  now  under 
consideration.  For  one,  however,  I  will  agaia 
repeat  the  deolaration^  which  I  made  early  in 
the  aeeoion,  that  I  nnite  oordially  with  those 
who  Mmdemn  theapidioation  of  any  principle  of 
^stribntion  among  the  several  States,  to  sorplna 
revenue  derived  fr<»n  taxation.  I  think  in- 
come derived  fh>m  taxation  stands  npon  ground 
totally  distinct  bwa  that  whidi  is  received  from 
the  pablio  lands.  0(»igress  can  prevent  the 
accnmnlation,  at  least,  for  any  considerable 
time,  of  reveune  from  duties,  by  suitable  legis- 
lation, lowering  or  aogmentiuK  the  impaste; 
hat  it  oannot  stop  the  Mies  of  the  public  lands, 
without  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  and  intoler- 
^le  power.  The  powers  of  Ooogreae  over  the 
pablio  lands  are  broader  and  more  comprehen- 
sive than  those  wMch  they  possess  over  taxa- 
tion, and  the  money  prodneed  by  iL 

This  brings  me  to  consider,  1st,  the  power  of 
Oongrees  to  make  the  distribution.  By  the 
second  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  coostitntion,  Congress  "  have  power 
to  dispose  of^  and  make  all  needfiil  rules  and 
r^ialatione  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  of  the  United  States."  The  power  of 
disposition  is  plenary,  onrestralned,  nnqnalifled. 
It  IB  not  limited  to  a  specified  ol^ect  or  to  a  de- 
fined pnrpose.  but  left  applicable  to  any  object 
or  pnrpose  wnioh  the  wisdom  of  Oongress  shall  • 
deem  fit,  acting  nnder  its  high  responsibility. 

The  Government  porcbased  Lonisiana  and 
Florida.  Hay  it  not  apply  the  proceeds  of  lands 
within  those  coontries  to  any  object  which  the 
good  of  the  Union  ma;  seem  to  indicate?  If 
there  be  a  restraint  in  the  oonstitalion,  where 
is  it—what  is  itt 

The  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  has 
conformed  to  the  idea  of  its  possesung  full 
powers  over  the  public  lands.  They  have  been 
freely  granted,  from  time  to  time,  to  commanitiea 
and  individu^  for  a  great  variety  of  puipoaei. 
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wu  well  known  that  ihej  bad  aimilsr  mlw  on 
the  subject  of  privilege,  and  Uwb  of  their  own, 
which  could  nave  uo  reference  to  Gongreaa. 
The  only  tiuog  of  an  j  oonseqaenoe,  in  hia  opin- 
ion, wtia,  that  the  Benate  should  have  a  knowl- 
edge that  tbe  doorkeeper  wai  in  perfcrmonoe  of 
his  Aatj,  in  attendance  on  the  HoDse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  wat  not  wilfully  neglecting  anj 
of  bis  duties  to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  had 
now  that  knowledge  and  be  moved  b>  la;  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  for  a 
moment;  and 

Hi.  Foot  stated  that  tf  the  offloer  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  not  Bul^eot  to  be  taken  from  his  dut; 
hj  the  process  of  any  court,  so  neither  oould 
he  by  any  process  of  the  other  House. 

Kr.  FuBUNOHUTSiK  stated,  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the 
other  House  that  the  doorkeeper  was  only 're- 
quired to  attend  during  the  reoese  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 


Bavghtar  of  T.  Jefn-Kn. 

Mr.  FoiKDEXTiB  moved  that  the  Senate  take 
np  the  bill  fur  the  benefit  of  Martha  Randolph, 
daughter  of  Thomaa  Jefferson,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion,  which  were 
ordered ;  and,  being  taken,  were  as  fdlows ; 

Tkab.— Heasrs.  Benton,  Cbamben,  Clay,  Dicker 
■on,  Dudley,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Poindeiter,  Rob- 
bins,  Bobinson,  Baymonr,  Bmith,  nptoo.  White, 
WilkiD»— Ifl. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dsllas,  EOis, 
Bwing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelingbuyien,  Gruodj, 
H&yDe,  Hill,  Esne,  Kms,  Ktiigtit,  Uansum,  Usrcy, 
Miller,  Nsudaiii,  Frentus,  Buggies,  Tsiewell,  Ty- 
ler—2S. 

Thitwdat,  Jane  38. 
I>ay  qf  SamUiation. 

The  following  resolatioD,  offered  by  Mr. 
OLA.T,  was  taken  np  fbr  oongideration : 

Jtetetntd,  By  the  Senate  sod  House  of  Eepresent- 
sttveB  of  the  Umled  States  of  America  fn  Gmgreas 
■saembled,  That  s  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
vtdt  on  the  Preddeat  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
request  tbst  he  recommend  a  day,  to  be  designated 
by  him,  of  public  hmnitistiDii,  prsver,  and  Gudag, 
to  be  obserred  by  the  peo[rie  of  the  Duited  States 
with  religions  solemnity,  and  with  fervent  supfrilc*- 
tions  to  Almighty  God  that  He  wilt  be  graeiously 
pleased  to  continue  His  blessings  upon  our  country, 
and  that  He  will  avert  from  it  tbe  Asiatic  scourge 
which  has  reached  ourbordeis;  or  if\  in  the  diepeo. 
eationa  of  His  providence,  we  are  not  to  be  eietcpted 
from  the  calamity,  that,  tbrough  His  boontifu] 
mercy,  its  seventy  may  be  mitigated,  sod  its  dura- 


Mr.  Tazewell  asked  for  the  yeas  and  n^s 
on  the  resolntion;  which  were  ordered. 

Aiter  Mr.  T.  bad  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  had  remarked  that  he  would  not  say  one 
word  on  tbe  subject, 


Mr.  Clat  rose,  and  otwerved  tiut  bt  U 
only  one  word  to  express.  The  reeoluliosU 
not  been  submitted  wlUiout  consnllalioa  *il 
members  of  the  Senat«,  whose  opintoi  n 
entitled  to  more  respect  than  his  own.  It  n( 
indeed,  first  sagge«ted  to  him  by  a  revmsl 
member  of  the  clergy,  and,  after  ddtbMli 
conaideratioD,  he  (Mr.  C.)  though  the  osoiti 
fit  for  the  reoommeodatiou  of  t^M  reUnsM* 
emony  which  the  resolntion  eontwnphirii  1 
was  the  praotice  (tf  all  Christian  mlki^  il 
seasons  of  general  and  grekt  calamity,  ts  i* 
plore  Divine  mercy.  Of  all  the  pwiOaU 
scoDTges  which  had  afflicted  onr  nee,  tb 
Astatic  cholera,  in  some  of  its  chsraetsiris^ 
was  the  moat  remarkable.  Ita  range  of  (ifs» 
tion  bad  been  more  extensive  than  perii^  i9 
other  known  or  recorded,  the  smallpox  tia^ 
cd.  It  had  broken  ont  in  Asia,  and,  ate  te- 
lating  some  of  ita  fureet  portions,  ptaebtti 
the  Dorthem  part  of  Europe,  and,  sw«m| 
over  a  great  put  of  that  continent,  reacM  di 
British  channel.  It  passed  over  the  Mii 
isles,  where  it  raged  but  with  mitigated  Kt- 
ity.  We  had  hoped — vainly,  it  seem^  bopi 
— that  the  wide  expanse  of  die  Atlantis  OoM 
would  have  been  a  protecting  Ijarrier  ipW 
its  ravages,  in  our  far  distant  land.  Bnt^t* 
been  introidooed  into  America ;  and,  if  it  la 
not  actnally  entered  our  territory,  it  now  iMf 
on  our  boilers  in  its  moat  fri^tful  fonn. 

The  progress  of  the  extraordinary  BOmttii 
sometimes  marked  by  apparent  capiiM.  Il 
will  approach  a  city  or  district  of  aoanHj,  »■ 
cooDoitring  it,  aa  it  were,  with  a  military  «rt 
suddenly  fly  off  to  a  distance,  leaving  ibi  •■ 
habitants  r^oidng  in  tbeir  eetmp^  and  itrf 
then  unexpectedly  retom,  and  pnrsae  iuvBl 
of  death.  It  attacks,  too,  its  victims  in  wiM 
ways,  despatohiog  acHue  in  a  few  honn,,  wti^ 
in  regard  to  others,  thwr  exorutiatiiig  tortiM 
are  prolonged  a  much  greater  length  of  tiM 
Hitherto,  the  skill  of  medical  ecienoe,  libo* 
and  enlightened  as  it  now  is,  has  been  ^ 

itber  incompetent  to  provide  t,  sure  and  ^ 

pe  remedy. 

A  single  word,  Mr.  Frerident,  as  to  ajim- 
I  am  a  member  of  no  religions  sect.  laos^ 
a  professor  of  religion.  I  regret  that  I  m  sA 
I  wish  that  I  was,  and  I  trust  I  shaU  ba.  H 
I  have,  and  always  have  had,  a  pro&urf  * 
spect  for  Christianity,  the  relitpon  of  mj  v 
thera,  and  for  its  rites,  its  nsages^,and  itsiA*^ 

>es.  AmoD^  these,  that  which  is  pnp** 
__  the  resolution  before  yon  has  alwijiM"' 
manded  the  respect  of  the  good  and  dsraB; 
and  I  hope  it  will  obbun  ttw  ooacamK*!' 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  FBEUKaHCTsiH'  satd,  as  it  was  to  ^'^ 
ferred,  from  the  coll  jnst  made  for  tiw  J**^ 
nays,  that  this  resolution  fonld  be  owi''*^*' 
begged  leave  to  refer  the  attention  of  ''>*  ^ 
tt»  more  particularly  to  the  eisinple  <*«* 
Congress  in  1SI3.  A  day  of  hnmillstiiiii,"*' 
log,  and  prayer,  was  then  reoommended  tj* 
jomt  resolatioa  of  the  Senate  and  Sxf  ' 
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tmremntktivea,  beowM  of  the  w  with  Orwt 
Irftain  In  irhicti  the  oohdUt'  was  at  that  time 
SToWed.  It  was  r««>'ded  as  one  of  those  aea- 
oma  of  pnbUo  ealami^  ia  whloh  it  became  a 
rhole  people  to  MknowledKe  their  dependence, 
ad  faamble  thenueWee  before  God.  So  far  aa 
ean  I«am,  from  the  Jonntals  of  that  day,  said 
It.  F.,  the  resolution  was  adopted  witbont  op- 
KK^tion.  Now,  sir,  if  a  state  of  war,  iu  wbtoh 
re  b*d,  bj  volnntarj  declaration,  engaged,  wu 
i  fit  occaaioQ  to  call  forth  pnblio  eipresBions  of 
inmillation  for  oor  sins,  and  to  invoke  the 
nerolfal  providenoe  of  Qod,  how  much  more 
^propriately  does  it  become  na  thus  to  feel 
lod  act,  oa  the  approach  of  a  pestilence  that, 
□  its  niTBges  over  the  Old  World,  haa  swept 
nanj'  miilioiu  of  our  fellow-men  into  eternity ; 
md  -which,  in  its  character  and  progress 
Qiroogh  the  eartb,  seema  bo  emphatJcaUf  to  be 
the  inetrament  of  Divine  Providence,  beyond 
(be  Inflnenoe  a&d  oontrol  of  second  canaea,  and 
Bepeoiallr  selected  to  accomplish  Hia  purposes, 
■M  to  go  and  come  at  His  bidding. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  tlie  present  resolnMon  maj 
meet  with  no  serioas  opposition.  It  rarely  be- 
eomes  oa  to  acknowled^  onr  dependence,  and 
to  implore  the  interposition  of  Qod's  mere;  in 
tJils  seaaon  of  alarm.  The  constitation  can  pre- 
sent no  obstacle,  for  it  is  not  an  exercise  of 
political  power.    It  is  far  beyond  the  range  of 

g politics.  It  Is  an  act  of  pie^  to  God,  becom- 
ing the  whole  nation ;  in  which  nilem  and  peo- 
B  are  invited  and  advised  to  bow  together  he- 
re His  tlirone  of  Grace,  and  there,  feeling 
ODTvelvee  to  be  in  like  need,  to  nnite  in  one 
common  supplication  to  Him,  who  has  the  is- 
sue* of  life  and  death,  that  He  would  be  pleased 
to  spare  ns  in  the  day  of  His  righteous  judg- 
ment. I  tmst,  sir,  that  this  motion  will  receive 
1^  same  decided  conntenanoe  that  was  aooord- 
ed  to  a  similar  measare  in  the  late  war,  and  on 
many  oocautms  during  the  war  of  the  revoln- 
tion. 

Ur.  T&ZKWKLL  said  he  had  hnt  a  single  word 
to  st^  in  explanation  of  his  vote  far  withh<dd- 
Ing  luB  assent  to  the  resolntion.  In  his  opinion, 
Congress  had  no  more  power  to  recommend  by 
joint  restdatiiw  tlian  to  enact  by  law,  any  mat- 
ter or  thing  oonoeming  any  religions  matter  or 
right  wiia^oever.  He  oonld  not,  let  the  pres- 
snre  of  the  case  be  what  it  might,  in  oonform- 
ity  Ui  the  oath  which  bonnd  him  here,  ^ve  his 
vote  to  8ii5t«n  this  principle. 

He  liad  another  argnmrait  to  snpport  his  op- 
position. He  did  not  ooncnr  in  the  opinion 
that  a  m^ority  of  the  people  apprehended  sneh 
an  extent  of  mischief  as  seemed  to  be  appre- 
hended by  gentlemen  here.  The  disease  had 
Dot  yet  made  its  appearanoe  in  our  country, 
■i>d  there  seemed  to  him  to  be  strong  reaBoos 
to  hdieve  it  will  not  reach  ns,  except  in  the 
p«TS0M  of  those  nnfbrCnnate  people  who  bring 
»t  with  them  from  a  distant  oonn^.  It  would 
probably  rage,  and  prove  extensively  fatal 
■■"ong  emigranta,  being  a  disease  which  was 
uea^ered  by  the  filth  which  attends  squaUd 


pover^;  and,  until  onr  situation  shall  be  so 
ohangM  as  to  reduce  ns  to  similar  poverty, 
Hiere  was  no  reason  to  fear  it. 

Ent«rednuig  these  opinions,  he  had  no  desire 
to  sanction  any  act  the  tendency  of  which 
would  be  to  add  to  the  existinK  eioitement  on 
the  subject,  intermpting  the  ordinary  course  of 
bu^ess,  and  throwing  every  thing  iato  a  stato 

The  question  was  token  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tua.— Messrs.   Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,   Ckyton, 


,  Prague,  Tip- 
1,  Webster,  WiuSns— SO. 
D,  Brown,  BUk,  Hayne, 
r.  Smith,  Taiewell,  Traap, 


J^tic  Land* — DittribtUion. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  to  appro- 
priate, for  B  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands — the  question  being  on  the  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  EwiNo  said :  The  public  lands  are  derived 
f^m  TuHons  sources ;  but  it  b  not  neoeesary  to 
examine  them  separately,  as  both  reports  un'ee  in 
this,  that  they  are  all  the  property  of  the  Unit^ 
States,  and  ijl  snttject  to  the  same  obligationa. 
Whatever,  therefore,  is  tnie  of  any  one  large 
diviaitm  of  that  territory,  will  be  admitted  as 
tme  of  alL  I  will  test  the  qnestion  by  an  ex- 
amination of  our  rights  and  duUea  with  r^ard 
to  the  land  lying  In  the  old  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  right  of  the  Union  to 
this  extensive  tract  of  land  ori^nates  in  a  grant 
from  the  Btate  of  Virginia,  which,  among  other 
tbings,  provides  "  that  all  the  lands  wit£in  the 
territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  Stotea,  and  not 
reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the 
aforementioned  pnrposee,  or  disposed  of  in 
bonnties  to  the  omoers  and  scdaiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  oon^dered  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  aaoh  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  al- 
liance of  the  States,  Virginia  Inelo^Te,  »eeord< 
iog  to  tbdr  usual  reapeonve  proporUotis  in  the 

Snerol  charge  and  expendltQre,  and  shall  be 
thfolly  taiiotia^da  disposed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what>- 
soever," 

This  grant,  sir,  which,  being  accented,  be- 
came a  compact,  was  made  to  the  olu  oonfed- 
eration  of  States  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  hnt  is  assumed  by  the  first  section 
of  the  sixth  article  of  the  constitution,  which 
provides  that  "all  debts  contracted,  and  en- 
gagements entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of 
this  oonstitntion,  shall  he  valid  aglUnst  the 
United  Btetes,  under  tliis  oonstitntion,  as  nnder 
the  confederation." 


made  a  fund  for  tiie  use  of  all  the  States. 
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United  Btfttea  ia  the  tnutee  for  tJie  commoii 
benefit;  aad,  aa  snob,  ia  etpeciallj  enjoined  to 
"  dispoM  of  it  faithfiiltj  and  bma  fid*  "  "  for 
thU  pnrpoae,  wid  for  no  otlier  pnrpoM  whftt- 
■Oerer," 

At  the  time  of  the  grant,  the  Btates  were  in- 
debted to  a  Urge  amoont ;  bnt  no  pledge  ia  made 
of  the  land  for  the  pSiTinent  of  the  debt.  An 
appropriation  to  that  use  comes  within  the 
mirit  of  the  troflt.  A  Ul«ril  oompliasoe  with 
tne  terma  of  the  trust  would  have  required  at 
sll  timea  the  aale  of  the  lands,  and  a  dlatribn- 
tion  of  the  proceeds.  It  was  never  spMiaUj 
pledged  for  the  porpoBea  of  revenne.  Tne  pro- 
oeeds,  bowerer,  may  be  fairly  applied  to  pnr- 
poaes  of  revenue,  becoose,  applied  in  that  way, 
H  is  in  effect  ^iplied  etinallj  for  the  benefit  of 
■11  the  States,  Bat  neither  revenue  nor  '''~ 
p«yment  of  the  pnUio  debt  can  be  for  a 
ment  clumed  as  the  sole  or  leading  objeot  of 
the  grant.  If  the  debt  were  p^d,  and  no  rev- 
enae  required  for  the  purposes  of  Qovemment, 
the  obligation  on  the  Union  to  execute  the 
traet  would  still  remain  perfect.  We  must 
'bona  fidt  dispose  of  it  for  tne  benefit  of  all  the 
States,  "  and  for  no  Other  purpose  whatever." 

Now,  nr,  if  the  trust  be  not  dqiendent  npou 
the  wants  of  the  General  Government,  if  that 
do  not  appear  olearlj  to  have  been  the  ot^eot 
of  the  grant,  and  that  from  a  fair  interpretadon 
of  the  iuatmment  itself  those  wonts  cannot  at 
all  influence  us  in  the  diaposition  of  tHe  trust 
estate  "ima,^"  for  the  ol^eots  of  that  trust 
aotnally  expressed. 

In  this  first  pvUcnlsr  in  which  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pablio  Lands  have  passed  their  "de- 
cisive condemnation  "  opon  the  bill  from  the 
0(»nmittee  aa  Mannfaotnree,  the  condemning 
oomtuittee  have  fallen  into  an  error,  very  gross 
and  palpable,  and  indeed  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary, considering  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  this  enbject  generally,  and  more  aspe- 
oially  the  attitude  which  they  voluntarily  as- 
sumed toward  another  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  second  partionlar  in  which  the  Ootnmit- 
tee  on  Public  Landa  finds  "this  bill  to  be  er- 
rimeons,"  is  "  became  it  changes  the  character 
of  the  relationship  (and  that  most  injnrionaly 
to  the  new  States)  between  those  States  and 
the  Federal  Government,  enhstitnting  an  indi- 
Tidnal,  peconiary  State  interest  in  the  soil, 
instsad  of  a  general  congreesional  superintend- 
ence over  its  diaposilion,  and  leaving  th»  power 
of  legislation  over  the  soil  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  to  divide  the  money  they  can  make 
out  of  it" 

Bit,  is  this,  or  any  part  of  it,  tme  in  fbot  or 
in  law !  Does  the  bOl  before  yon  change,  or 
propose  to  change,  at  all  the  ralationship  l>e- 
tween  the  new  ^tes  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  so,  wherein  t  The  lands  are  now 
sold  by  the  General  Govamment,  end  the  pro- 
ceeds applied  to  the  use  of  the  States,  in  the 
payment  of  their  jdnt  debto.  The  bill  ^o- 
poees  to  sell  the  lands  in  the  sanM  manner,  and 


by  the  some  anthoritj,  and,  the  debt  bcnf 
paid,  to  hand  over  the  money  directly  to  ^i 
entui  fat  trast,  to  be  i^lied,  in  aaother  w^ 
ner,  for  their  benefit.  There  is  no  change  f» 
poaad  in  relationship,  managemeiit,  or  iUoK 
The  bill  gives  no  State  any  power  i£  le^datr* 
over  the  soil  which  it  does  not  now  powesa 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  seooud  error  in  ^ra  _ 
pie  whioh  tne  honorable  ehairman  of  the  C«»i 
mittee  on  Public  Londe  haa  det«ct«d  'a  Ital 
bilL 

The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  "  the 
of  the  bill  are  obvionsly  errooeona,  b 
they  male  jao  distinction  in  the  noa  of  diA» 
bntion  between  States  which  did,  or  did  si^ 
cede  vacant  lands  to  the  General  Govemmw,* 

In  answer  to  this,  I  ask  the  Senate  te  (^ 
once  more  to  the  same  clause  in  the  dtedd 
oeaaion  creating  the  trust.  "  The  land,"  sqi 
the  grantor,  "«iaU  be  a  oomnaoa  fond fo  At 
nse  and  i>enefit  of  such  of  the  United  Staia» 
have  beooioe,  or  shall  become,  membeis  tf  liit 
confederation  or  federal  oUianoe  of  the  8uti^ 
Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  thenr  itaDsl  i* 
spective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  td 
expenditure ;  "  and  if,  air,  we  bold  that  r-'^ — 
ore  boand  by  the  mles  of  morality-  tmd  jnaiik 
if  the  fdth  irf  contracts  is  to  be  at  all  legaiM 
by  them,  then  ia  the  report  of  m;  hoMNtk 
iriead  right  and  jnst  in  the  point  la  whick  ita 
here  anailed,  and  the  ehairmaa  of  the  nvitv- 
ing  committee  has  erred  most  etrsngety,  "^ 
cially  when  we  oousider  the  mint  of  cai '  '' 
which  he  assuree  as  be  entered  upon  this 
tigatjon,  and  the  extent  of  knowledge  to  wliiA 
he  lays  claim  upon  this  snbjeoL 

The  third  particular  in  which  the  du. 
of  the  reviewing  committee  finds  the  bill  taW 
erroneous,  is  this :  that  it  mokes  no  diatinoia 
between  States  "  which  have  or  have  not  » 
oeived  grants  of  land  or  tqipnipriatiou  i 
money  for  internal  improvement." 

If  this  clause  in  the  reporbhrere  in  itselfri: 
all  amhiguons,  the  exposition  of  the  chain 
<d  the  committee  who  reported  it  wonld 
move  the  doubt.  It  refera  especially  %)  Iks 
grant  made  by  Congress  to  Ohio  to  aid  ia  lb, 
constraction  of  her  erand  canal  j  and  the  ^rtr 
ciple  embodied  in  the  objectioa  goes  to  iat,- 
that  the  valoe  of  that  grant  ought  to  be'*' 
ducted  &om  the  share  of  that  St«to  before  dv 
receives  her  dividend.  I  shall  offer  a  foirio|- 
gestious  on  this  point,  and  theji  freely  aHamt 
to  any  nnprejndloed  mind  the  Jostioe  it  lUi 
proposition. 

Sir,  when  this  grant  of  500,000  acrea  ri  IsaJ 
was  made  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  aid  ia  Ita 
oonstmction  of  her  grand  canal,  that  gn* 
work,  highly  national  in  its  oharscter,  obc  io 
which  all  portions  of  the  Union  were  and  *m 
interested,  had  been  commenced,  and  oras  rf- 
vanced  to  that  stage  of  foTwardneea  whicb  !(•■ 
dered  ila  completion  certain.  The  State  wtiA 
had  undertaken  it  was  in  her  mfaucy— a  B» 
community — and,  though  rich  in  utr  bnBi 
fields,  and  hardy,  indnstrioo^  and  eatMwiB>l 
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Mople,  she  wu  without  that  aooamnlBtod 
wealth  vhioli  has  enabled  other  States  and  na- 
jmis  to  achieve  tike  eoterpriies.  To  effbct  the 
>t^e«t,  a  resort  to  loans  was  necessaiy,  for  the 
Mjment  of  which  the  real  eatate,  the  land  of 
ler  citizens,  was  the  principal  pledge:  the 
Doney  oeceaMtr  to  beep  down  the  interest 
ras  and  is  nused  ohieflj  b^  a  tax  on  land ;  and 
,he  farmer,  who  bore  the  bnrden,  was  to  be 
odemniBed  by  the  iaoreased  valne  which  the 
rork,  when  completed,  would  give  to  hi«  land. 
fhe  land  within  the  State  amounts  to  abont 
wentj-five  millions  of  acres ;  and  of  this  nearlj 
even  mlUions  (more  than  one-fonrth  of  the 
rhole)  belong  to  the  United  States.  The 
and  of  the  United  States  was  freed  ftom  State 
•lation,  fur  the  ordlnar;  purposes  of  Qovem- 
nent,  by  a  special  compact ;  bnt  the  spirit  of 
his  compact'  did  not  extend  to  an  extraordi- 
urr  expenditare  like  this,  the  lendencj  of 
rhich  is  at  once  gretiOj  to  enhance  the  Tslne 
if  the  snUect.  The  Cnited  States,  therefore, 
IS  a  landholder,  ought,  (it  was  believed,)  in 
nstice,  to  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
lommon  burden  incnrred  for  the  common  ben- 
)fit  of  landholders  in  that  State.  In  her  ca- 
Mcitj  of  landed  proprietor,  the  United  States 
vsB  interested  to  abont  one-fonrth  of  the  whole 


me-etgbth  of  that  amonnt  In  this  single  point 
if  view,  therefore,  the  United  States  aid  noth- 
Dg  more  than  justice  to  Ohio ;  and  it  wonld 
low  bo  both  angenerona  and  nnjust  to  charge 
Ilia  donation  (so  called)  npon  the  distribntive 
■hare  of  that  State. 

Si^  there  is  yet  a  farther  benefit  resniting  to 
ihe  United  States,  as  a  land  proprietor,  from 
lie  Ohio  Osnal,  the  contribntioo  to  which  is  so 
nnch  gmdged  bf  the  honorable  chairman  of 
he  Oommht«e  on  Publio  Lands.  The  vast 
bnlk  of  the  national  domain  lies  npon  the  Upper 
Iflssissippi  an^ Missouri,  and  their  branches; 
this  eanal  connects  the  navigable  waters  of 
those  rivers  with  the  N'orthern  lakes,  and 
'Jirongh  them  with  the  Northern  ports  on  the 
^.tlaatic,  opening  new  and  important  facilities 
!o  emigration,  end  giving  a  new  and  steady 
narket  to  the  products  of  that  vast  r^on. 
Ehat  it  thus  advances  the  sales  and  increaaes 
he  value  of  all  this  portion  of  the  pablio  lands, 
s  unqaestionable ;  the  extent  SJid  value  of  this 
ncrease  are  beyond  computation. 

But,  sir,  in  making  tliis  donation,  Oongresa 
lid  not  place  it  solely  npon  the  ground  to 
vhich  I  have  adverted,  nor  did  they  profess  to 
[ive  this  laud  as  a  gratuity.  They  looked,  as 
hey  ought,  to  the  probable  wants  of  onr  whole 
onntry ;  and,  in  ease  of  a  foreign  war  with  a 
mwerfnl  maritime  nation,  they  eonld  not 
lonbt,  nor  could  any  man  now  doubt,  that  the 
rse  use  of  the  canal,  which  is  reserved  to  the 
JnioQ  aa  a  condition  of  this  grant,  may  more 
hail  repay,  in  a  stogie  year,  the  whole  value 
ifthe  grant  itself. 

B|A)  ^,  on  what  grooDd  is  thia  qnesUoa. 


§Iaaed  by  the  churman  of  the  Oomraittee  on 
'ublic  Lands?  Does  he  repudiate  this  bill  be- 
cause it  gives  to  the  States  in  which  the  publio 
lands  lie,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
sales  within  their  limits!  Ko,  dr;  he  holds 
this  bonus  too  small,  and  proposes  to  amend 
the  bill  by  rwsing  it  to  fifteen  per  cent.  Now, 
on  what  principle  is  this  proposed!  Snrely, 
because  the  new  States  are  entitled,  for  the 
pnrposes  of  improvement,  to  the  omoant  of  fif- 
teen per  cent,  on  their  sales,  and  that  It  is  an 
act  of  justice,  or  at  least,  justifiable  liberality, 
to  give  it  them.  Bnt  if  it  be  Just  aoA  proper  to 
give  to  these  States  that  per  centum  on  the 
sales  within  their  limits  at  tb\e  time,  it  ha* 
always  been  so :  for  the  tennre  in  those  land^ 
and  the  relation  of  the  Oovemment  and  of  the 
States  toward  them,  has  never  chon^,  and 
the  principles  of  right  and  justice  are  immutv 
hie.  It  wonld,  therefore,  have  been  right  to 
give,  in  donations  of  land  or  money,  fifteen  per 
cant,  of  all  the  sales  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  State,  to  aid  her  in  the  construction  <rf 


beyond  that  sam,  should  not,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  proposed  amendment  be  held  up  aa 
a  charge  against  the  State.  Now,  exclusive 
of  the  debts  of  the  Union,  which  have  bsML 

Eaid  by  the  lands  in  Ohio  in  bounties,  there 
as  been  aotnally  received  into  the  Treasury, 
from  the  sale  of  lands  within  that  State,  about 


five  hundred  and  flity  thousand  dollars,  which 
Ohio  onght  to  have  received,  according  to  the 
honorable  chairmaa's  own  abowinz,  iast«ad  of 
the  five  hundred  thooaand  acres  of  land  with 
which  he  propoaes  to  charge  her. 

Sir,  I  will  purane  Uiis  branch  of  the  inquiry 
no  further ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  the  remark, 
that  It  struck  me  as  singnlar,  indeed,  that  an 
objection  or  this  kind  could  ever  have  found  a 
place  in  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this  body, 
whose  only  object  was  the  search  of  trnth  and 
the  exposure  of  error,  and  who  advanced  to 
the  inquiry,  aa  they  doubtless  did,  without  pr^- 
udice  or  partiality  towards  any  State  or  any 
Individ  ud.  , 

The  fourth  objection  to  the  detaib  of  the  bill 
is,  that  it  makes  no  distinction  "between  those 
(Statea)  which  have  or  have  not  a  black  popu- 
lation to  be  colonized  in  Africa."  This  onpeora 
on  the  first  page  of  the  report,  gronpeo  with 
the  two  wbicD  I  have  last  examined ;  and  if  it 
mean  any  thing,  I  understand  it,  in  efibct,  to 
affirm  that  thoee  Stetea  which  have  a  black 
population  to  be  colonized  in  Africa,  onght  to 
have  a  larger  dividend  in  proportion  to  their 
population,  than  those  which  have  none ;  and 
that  thia  bill  is  "obviously  erroneous,"  becanse 
it  does  not  give  them  more.  The  reasons 
which  I  hare  urged,  in  answer  to  the  first  of 
the  three  exceptions  to  the  detwls  of  the  bill, 
are  alike  decisive  as  to  this.  It  wonld  have 
been  a  violation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  th«  , 


United  8tAt«i  bj  the  de«d  of  oearaoD,  to  btve 
made  the  distinction  here  claimed  in  beb^f  of 
the  akreholdine  States.  No  wise  statesman,  no 
jTut  BUD,  coota  reoommectd  it ;  end  snrelf  if 
this  daase  in  the  gnat  bad  not  wholly  eeoaped 
the  recollection  of  the  oh^rman  of  th«  Com- 
mittee OD  Poblio  Lands,  he  oonld  neTer  have 
seriooslj  urged  its  omission  as  an  objection  to 
the  bill. 

But,  dr,  pennit  me  to  call  fonr  attention, 
for  one  moment,  to  the  conBi8t«nor  of  the  re- 
port of  the  reriewing  committee.  On  page  1, 
they  8^  that  the  bill  is  "  obTionslj  erroueoos,'' 
beoaose  it  makes  no  distinotion  between  those 
States  which  hire,  and  those  which  have  not, 
a  black  population  to  be  ooloniced  in  Africa, 
(hi  page  IB,  they  deliver  a  grave  and  monitory 
leotnre  on  the  subjeot  of  oolonization,  declara 
It  a  delicate  qqestion  for  Conrrese  to  tonch,  and 
add,  that  "  the  harmony  of  tne  States,  and  the 
durability  of  the  confederacy.  Interdict  the 
legislation  of  the  Federal  Legislature  on  the 
SDbject"  Now  these  two  clansea  make  rather 
an  odd  appearanoe  when  placed  in  Juxtaposi- 
tion with  each  other,  especially  in  a  most  can- 
did report,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  the  de- 
tection and*  correction  of  great  and  dangerous 
errors.  Bat,  so  skilfnl  is  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator who  presented  this  report  in  the  detection 
of  errors,  that  he  can  find  them  everywhere, 
on  every  side  c^  every  proposition ;  and  such 
the  subUety  of  his  It^^io,  tnat  be  can  expose 
them,  too,  uiongh  they  lurk  unseen  by  an  ordi- 
nary vision ;  go  where  yon  will,  reason  as 
yon  may,  there  is  no  escaping  him — like  But- 
ler's I<^oal  knight-errant, 

Oa  either  tide  he  can  dispute, 
Confute,  chaoge  tides,  and  still  ccnftile. 

On  the  second  page  of  their  report,  the  Be- 
viewinK  Committee  examine  the  aoconnt  onr- 
rent  of  the  public  domtin,  as  stated  by  my 
honorable  ftiend  from  Kentucky,  and  find  it, 
also,  very  erroneous.  Instead  of  bting  in  debt 
ten  millions,  or  upwards,  they  show  that  it  has 
overpaid,  by  many  niillions,  all  costs  and 
charges.  leaving  on  hand  many  hundred  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land  nndisposed  of.  Bnt,  at 
page  6,  they  t«U  us  that  "  the  administration 
of  the  poblic  lands  is  an  expensive  branch,  and 
an  nnprofitable  source  of  revenne  \  and  a  cessa- 
tion from  the  agency,  and  a  release  from  the 
expense,  would  form  a  respectable  item  in  the 
plan  of  retrenchment,"  &a.  Thus,  in  one  place, 
the  land  has  yielded  a  fund  much  larger  than 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ; 
in  another,  it  yields  mncb  less,  and  is,  in  truth, 
an  expense  and  burden  to  the  Oovernment. 
Sir,  the  state  of  facts  in  the  hands  of  the  hon- 
orable ob^rman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Public 
Lands  changes,  with  admirable  facility,  to  suit 
the  argument  which  it  is  used  to  overthrow  or 
advance. 

But  time  presses,  and  I  can  give  but  a  pass- 
ing notice  to  the  many  matters  touched  upon 
in  this  report.    In  that  presented  by  the  hon- 
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arable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  it  is  and  &( 
the  present  land  system  has  been  long  tzU 
and  that  it  works  well ;  and  the  rapid  'aenm 
of  population  in  the  Western  States,  eqwddl 
in  Ohio,  the  eldest  of  tboee  States,  and  tka 
in  which  the  experiment  has  been  the  >■ 
fully  tried,  is  presented  aa  an  example.  latli 
positiou,  and  in  the  illustration  also,  thi  it 
viewing  Committee  detect  other  and  Mts 
errors.  "  The  truth  is,  (say  they,  pi|«  UJ 
Ohio  owes  at  least  two-thirds  of  her  pniM 
greatness  to  settlements  on  Vir^nia  ullui; 
bounties,  on  lands  sold  before  tbe  adopln  i 
the  present  system,  at  the  easy  rate-c^  iaSf 
tai  and  two-third  cents  par  acrc^  pajiUei 
revolationary  certificates ;  on  the  Wesicn  » 
serve,  sold  by  Conuectiont  to  indiridi^at 
few  cents  per  acre ;  on  donations 


lands,  where  a  multitude  of  poor  peq4e  ■ 
seated  without  titiee." 

Sir,  to  examine  specially,  and  asdgnitittt 
merit  to  this  long  array  of  causes  cai  wludtda 
report  rests  the  "present  greabMsi"  rf* 
State  of  Ohio,  would  occupy  more  time  thai 
wish  to  devote  to  it,  and  much  more  tbn  raa 
patience  would  allow.  Some  leading  iltfis<4 
will  I  notice.  And,  first,  the  Vii^uia  mStiT 
bounties.  Their  location  in  Uie  State  rfOlit 
is  assigned  as  one  of  the  ^reat  eauaca  of  Is 
proeperi^ ;  or,  In  the  opinion  <^  the  Ocnail' 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  if  that  tract  of  emtq 
had  been  surveyed  and  sidd  by  the  Zvii 
States,  the  settiement  of  the  Stale  woold  b* 
been  tJierehy  retarded ;  or,  in  other  woid^  lb 
tract  of  country  would  not  have  been  i>  i^ 
peopled  aa  it  now  is.  Their  position  niMth 
tme  to  this  extent,  or  tbe  arKument  of  the  £<- 
viewing  Oommittee  is  fallacious.  Bat  bo** 
the  act? 

It  is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  officers  asdia- 
dlera  of  Virginia,  the  recipient^of  thia  boW 
have  settled  on  the  land  set  off  to  tben,  ■* 
thus  peopled  the  country ;  this  has  not  oocwm 
in  one  case  in  a  thousand.  That  they  soMikat 
warrants  at  a  cheap  rate,  is  tme ;  hot  '^l^ 
chasers  were  not  the  actual  settlers  and  lain 
of  the  soil.  The  proprietors  of  wairanlsiw 
to  speculators  before  or  after  location  'Jiny 
individuals,  purchasing  several  hnndrtdt  <• 
thousands  of  acres,  and  sdling  again  at  itt" 
seldom  below,  and  often  much  above,  ^^ 
imum  price  of  tbe  public  lands;  eoweqaW  ■ 
the  settlement  of  that  portion  of  the  mhuAT 
was  much  retarded,  and  lingered  far  b^ 
that  of  tbe  adjacent  lands  of  a  good  qosli^*'" 
of  the  Scioto  or  west  of  the  iXtUe  Ifiam  B*- 
ers.  But  there  were  other  causes  beeidM  man; 
price,  which  delayed  the  settlement  of  tbe  ^ 
ginia  military  district.  It  often  happened  t* 
choice  tracts  of  land,  inviting  to  the  ftiWi 
could  not  be  pnrohased  npon  any  temu.  Soo^ 
times  it  belonged  to  infant  h»rs ;  w  'W^ 
vlded,  in  the  course  of  deaoeuta,  ■"'^^1^  ' 
portions,  the  property  of  peiaou  BSf*** 
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eonseqaeutlj  fhim  settlemeat.  And,  more- 
over, cues  of  defectire  tides,  conseqaent  apon 
interfering  clainu,  as  well  u  the  Btate  of  tilings 
to  whiob  I  have  jast  referred,  formed  ft  moet 
•eriona  obstacle  to  the  eale  and  aettlement  of 
tiiose  l&nda.  Theae  are  among  the  CMuea  which 
prodooed  a  well-known  effect ;  that  part  of 
Ohio  did,  in  tact,  settle  lees  r^iidl;  than  the 
lands  on  either  side  of  it  of  like  qo^litj,  which 
'WMB  sold  by  the  GovemmenL  So  hr,  there- 
fi>re,  StOiD  owing  her  greatzms  to  that  cironm- 
■tanoe,  Ohio  has  been  retarded  in  her  advance- 
ment 07  the  location  of  thoae  landa  within  her 
border*. 

The  next  dr<nimitano&  which,  according  to 
thia  report,  uded  to  sohleve  the  greatness  of 
Ohio,  waa  the  sale  of  lands  "  before  the  adoi>- 


in  certificates." 

I  mnst  here  take  leave,  onoe  more,  to  call  the 
•Uention  of  the  Senate  to  the  conaiatenc^  of 
the  facta  and  opinions  advanoed  b;  the  Com- 
mttee  on  Pnblio  Lands,  as  presented  in  this 
report.  They  glee  os  the  Tune  of  the  pnblio 
landa  in  the  several  new  States  and  Territories, 
in  the  gross,  and  average  them  at  between 
twenty  and  tttj  cents  per  acre ;  even  the  fine 
lauds  in  lUinoia,  than  which  the  world  affords 
nooe  better,  wonld  range,  as  tfaej  have  it,  t>e- 
low  Sttf  cents,  and  this,  too,  land  which  is  bor- 
dering oa  flotuiahing  settlements,  and  is  gnr- 
veyed  and  ready  for  ma^et  Bat  companies 
who  fomed  the  first  settlements  in  Ohio  pur- 
chased at  the  easy  rate  of  sixty-six  and  two- 
third  eenta  per  acre. 

Sir,  to  enable  the  Senate  to  tona  an  estimate 
of  the  juatneae  of  this  cmnpariaott,  and  the  oon- 
•eqaeut  eorreotaeaa  of  tjie  report  in  this  par- 
ticular, I  must  «U  yoor  attentiofi  for  a  moment 
to  the  actual  state  of  the  ooontry  at  the  time 
the  two  Urge  parohases  referred  to  were  uuule. 
That  I  may  cons'nroe  as  little  of  yonr  time  as 
possible,  I  will  refer  specially  to  bat  one,  and 
that  the  larger,  and,  by  a  short  time,  the  earlier 
pnrcbases;  hnt  all  that  I  may  say  of  one  is, 
saltstantiaUy,  applicable  to  both,  except  that 
the  Miami  onrekase  covered  a  rich  tract  of 
ooiub7,  while  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  was 
iuifi>rtDaately  fixed  upon  a  less  fertile  spot. 

The  Ohio  Company  effected  their  purchase 
in  the  snmmer  of  1787.  At  this  time  we  were 
yet  recent  from  the  war  with  England  which 
gave  us  Independence.  Her  troops  and  garri- 
sons were  not  withdrawn  from  our  territories ; 
she  stIH  held  possession  of  Detroit,  and  some 
small  forts  on  the  sonthem  shore  of  Lake  £ri& 
by  means  of  which,  and  her  traders,  she  held 
control  over  Uie  Indians,  and  incited  them  to 
hosUUtiea.  On  the  one  aide  oar  frontjer  settle- 
ments had  poshed  westward  as  far  as  Fort  Pitt 
aod  Wheeling,  bnt  it  was  in  weak  and  scattered 
Aetaehnenta,  omistantly  menaced  with  Indian 
~'  '    '    (  hnt  a  littie  way  from 


the  forts  by  which  they  were  protected.  No 
wheeled  carriage  had  then,  I  believe,  ever 
crossed,  or  could  cross,  Uie  Alleghany  moan- 
tdn ;  the  families  and  the  household  goods  of 
the  emisraata,  and  all  the  comforts,  and  even 
necesaanes  of  life,  which  they  did  not  wholly 
forego,  and  which  their  woods  and  fields  did 
not  farnish,  were  transported  on  horseback 
from  Chamber«burg  and  "Fort  Cumberland; 
and  there  are  spots  in  the  gorges  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  aames  of  which  attest  tliat  even  this 
difficult  and  adventurous  traffic  was  not  carried 
on  in  safety.  Such  was,  briefly,  the  situation 
of  the  country  when  the  Ohio  Company  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States  1,600,000  acres  of 
land,  in  a  single  body,  one  hundred  miles  be- 
yond the  furthest  ontposta  of  onr  settlements, 
in  a  hilly  and  comparatively  barren  re^on, 
and  themselves,  hy  their  compact,  boond,  not 
only  to  Borvey  their  own  lands,  but  one^twelfth 
part  of  the  whole,  which  was  reserved  by  Con-. 
gresB,  in  the  centre  of  each  township,  for  their 
own  fntnre  sale.  This  purchase,  at  the  time, 
and  nnder  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned,  ^ 
was  made,  say  the  Reviewing  Committee,  "  at 
the  easy  rate  of  sixty-six  and  two-third  cents 
the  acre,"  while,  in  tlie  next  paokof  their  re- 
port, they  show,  or  attempt  to  snow,  that  the 
average  value  of  lands  in  the  best  and  most 
rapidly  popolating  districts  of  country  in  the 
Union  are  now  worth  less  than  fifty  cents  per 
acre.  So  one,  I  think,  will  longer  wonder 
that  the  hill  reported  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Eentncky  nas  received  the  decisive  con- 
demnation of  this  committee.  For,  sir,  though 
the  gentlemen  composing  its  majority  did, 
doobOess,  give  the  subject  of  the  public  lands 
the  singnlar  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  for  sound  reasons,  and  from  the 
purest  motive^  withont  any  purpose  of  involv- 
ing any  individoal  in  difficulty  or  embarrass- 
ment ;  and  sltbough  the  seoond  refereuoe  to 
themselves  of  the  subject  which  they  had  be- 
fore thus  strangely,  and  which  had  been  ex- 
amined thus  ably,  was,  doubtless,  done  from  a 
high  eense  of  pnblic  duty  alone ;  and  although, 
doubtless,  as  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Reviewing  Committee  observed,  he  has  done 
nothing  jnore  than  bi  correct  (what  appeared 
to  him)  palpable  errors,  in  fact  and  argnment, 
in  the  report  of  the  first  committee,  and  this, 
too,  in  no  unfriendly  spirit ;  yet,  the  eitraordi' 
nary  &cnlty  which  be  possesses  of  marshalling 
his  facts,  the  discipline  which  be  has  taught 
them,  so  that,  at  his  bidding,  they  will  face 
either  way,  and  overwhelm  a  proportion  which 
he  may  be  disposed  to  prove  wrung ;  and  his 
principle  of  comparison,  as  evinced  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  last  referred,  so  differ- 
ent from  that  of  other  men,  and  ao  wholly  in- 
scrutable to  an  every -day  intellect;  would  lead 
us,  on  the  whole,  to  conclude  that  no  view 
which  could  have  been  taken  of  this  subject  by 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  unless  aided 
by  inspiration,  could  have  met  any  thing  Uus 
than  bis  "decisive  condemnation." 
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Sir,  I  ouiDoc  part  with  ihn  mA^nat  withcrat 

■ '      of  the  project  rapoited  by 

iraioritble   &iend    from    Kentucky,    and 


Mjiiia  «ometbiaK  of  the  project  Tepoited  by 
mr  hraioritble  mend  from  Kentucky,  and 
which  IB  embodied  in  this  bilL    He  propoeee 


wplied  to  int«m«l  improrement ;  the  payment 
ta  delitB  ooiitrtuit«d  for  internal  improvemeDt ; 
the  ocdoDixetion  of  free  people  of  color,  aad 
ednoBtim;  objects  nadonal  in  their  oliarscl«r, 
tud  deer  to  ftll  who  value  the  proefierity  of  onr 
ooDiitry,  and  the  improvemeut  and  happiness 
of  the  human  race.  Doubts,  it  te  true,  hace 
been  m^esled,  of  the  oonetitntionality  of  the 
measTire,  nut  I  humbly  conceive,  when  exam- 
ined, those  donbts  will  t>e  dieaipated. 

All  the  luida  of  the  United  States  are  plaoed 
npon  the  same  footing  by  the  Oonunitiee  on 
Piiblio  Lands,  and  the  rights  of  Uie  nation  over 
MOb  and  every  part  of  it  are  held  to  be  the 
■ame.  In  this  the  two  committees  agree  en- 
tirely.  We  may,  therefore,  hold  it  as  a  con- 
oeded  point  I  will  examine  onr  ri^ts  over 
but  one  portion  of  it,  and  thai  at  present,  by 
far  the  most  important — that  lying  between 
the  Ohio,  the  Ifiseissippi,  and  the  lakes,  for- 
merly bnow^aa  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio.  And,  sir,  as  ib  is  a  question  of 
strict  law,  you  wilt  excuse  me  the  repetition 
which  it  neeessarily  involves. 


will  onoe  again  refer.  This  deed,  after  desig- 
nating certam  trusts  to  which  a  part  of  it  was 
to  be  applied,  provides : 

"That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  BVceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  aj^n^ 
priated  to,  any  of  the  before-men^oned  purposes, 
or  dispoBed  of  in  boonties  to  tbe  ofBcers  and  soldien 
of  tbe  American  army,  shall  be  aooaidered  a  com- 
mon fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  Btatea  as  have  become,  or  abijl  become, 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of 
tbe  States,  Virginia  incluaive,  according  to  their 
usual  respectiTe  proportions  in  the  genial  charge 
and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithful!;  and  bona 
fidt  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  odier 
purpose  whatsoever."  . 

This  cession  was  made  and  acoepted  before 
tbe  adoptjon  of  the  federal  constitution ;  it  has, 
therefore,  no  relation  to  that  Instrument ;  bnt 
the  constitution  (art  6th)  has  reluion  to  the 
deed,  and  one  of  the  oonljacla  entered  into  and 
binding  on  the  national  faith.  This  places  the 
Gieaeral  Government  in  the  situation  of  a  trus- 
tee of  this  fund,  which  it  most  dispose  of  bona 
fid»  for  the  oommon  benefiL  Now,  sir,  while 
the  nation,  which  r^resents  all  the  States  col- 
lectively, was  indebted,  its  debt  being  the  debt 
of  a!!,  it  was  a  fair  and  legitimate  execution  of 
the  trust,  to  sell  the  lands,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds to  the  payment  of  the  debt ;  so,  ^so,  if 
its  proceeds  be  necessary  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  UovemmenL  This  no  one 
doabts,  «s  it  is  disposng  q&  the  property  bona 
jiis  for  tho  use  and  benedl  of  all  the  States,  and 


m  the  pr<q>ortloni  stipolated.  But  what iaiak 
done  when  the  debt  is  paid,  aod  tbe  fimd  isa« 
needed  for  the  pnrpoMs  of  the  General  Govba- 
ment? 

Oire  it  away,  oaat  it  ctf  as  an  inaonveund 
burden,  say  the  Conunittee  on  rnblie  Liafc 
Dispose  of  it  as  heretofore,  md  distribitfa  the 
proceeds  jnsUy,  according  to  tbe  intent  Md 
spirit  of  toe  trost  under  whi^  yga  hold  i^  i^ 
the  Conunittee  on  Matau&etarak 

The  compact  which  the  aooeptuie»  of  ilka 
deed  of  ceasioa  canied  with  it,  I  boU  ta  be 
imperative  and  perpetnaL  In  sdl  futara  tia^ 
and  under  all  drotunstaocea,  until  Ibe  aaka  m* 
0(»nplet«d,  the  lands  remain  a  oooukob  fea^ 
They  must  be  disposed  of  by  Ooozxea^  iaa 
Jtfkfortheuse  and  benefit  of  sBoh  of  tbe  fiM> 
as  ^all  be  members  of  the  federal  alliaBcaa 
the  time  of  their  sals  or  dispotitian.  Bnt  ^irt 
the  fund  neoesaarily  be  held  aad  applied  ^ 
Congress  to  the  fatnre  exigenciee  of  tbe  G<*- 
eral  Government !  I  do  not  ask  if  it  may,  te 
must  it!  The  paragraphs  alicftdy  dwelt  afMB 
carry  with  them  no  such  obUgUku ;  bat  llwe 
is  another  member  of  the  clause  whiA  cJJMdy 
implies  distribntion.  This  fund  for  the  mn^BOi 
benefit  shall  be  iottafidt  dispoeed  of  for  tbe  wi 
and  benefit  of  the  fiiaUa,  "  aooM^ing  to  A^ 
usual  respective  proportions  in  tbe  geaertl 
charge  and  expenoiture."  If  the  otiject  U 
been  to  apply  tliis  only  to  the  acoraing  flhai|M 
which  revenue,  prc^>m'ly  so  called  ia  deaigis* 
to  meet,  this  laet'Citod  clause  would  have  iuwd 
no  place  here.  But  it  clearly  oontttnidatu  dis- 
tribntion, and  is  placed  upon  the  basaa  of  a 
profit  and  lose  aocoont  between  individual  pHt- 
ners.  In  the  propor^on  that  States  ooDbntato 
to  support  the  expenses  of  Government  in  tiMt 
proportion  shall  they  reoeive  tbe  {Hooeeda  of 
sale  of  common  property.  It.  seema  to  »« 
therefore,  a  dear  case  of  oonatitutional  rightb  il 
not  of  obligation,  that  these  lands  aad  the* 
proceeds  be  applied  in  the  manner  proposed  ky 
this  bill.  This  mode  is  aa  just,  aod  it  ia  expe- 
dient alike  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States  oM 
new.  The  Xreasory  of  the  United  StaUa 
iw  full  to  overflowing,  and  for  nioie  of  tbi 
purposes  of  Government  is  this  fund  nriinsaiarj 
or  useful  to  the  nation  at  a  wht^.  BattiM 
States  have,  by  their  general  oompoot,  divested 
themselves  of  the  fliat  and  grealeat  reeoonN  d. 
revenue — that  of  imports  on  ocnnmerea ;  maay 
of  them,  having  no  other  resource,  aa^iort 
their  Government  by  hard,  direct  tax^ioa  npoa 
land,  which,  less  than  any  othw  qpeoica  cf 
property,  can  bear  taxation.  Thus,  tbej  l^cr 
under  great,  and,  indeed,  almost  ineurmowaa- 
ble  difiicultiea,  in  raiung  fnnda  for  those  exp«- 
ditnres  neceeeary  for  the  internal  t ' 


Those  States  which  have  borrowed  and  ex- 
pended large  sums  in  improvementa  of  a  peraut- 
ttent  and  national  cbaraoter  would  ba  nUanJ 
from  the  debt  with  which  Ihaj  tia  buidoiwd^ 
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mdto  Uwreat  it  would  AirnMt&fnDdnffid^t 
}0  kMp  np  thoM  fmproTenienta  in  an  evea  paoe 
with  the  pragTMB  of  pmnlation.  And,  more- 
tver,  it  vould  plsoe  in  the  hands  of  the  Btatee 
L  fund  which,  well  ^tplied,  wonld  Ainiith  the 
neuu  of  DdnoatioD  to  ■!!  the  rinng  genen- 
ions  which  are  to  snoceed  as, 
Mr.  Bbvtov  Slid:  The  Senator  from  Een- 


iverse  to  the  nte  of  argnmentB 
)ODg,  aoeodote,  metaphor ;  mao7  exhibitions 
ad  flonriahes  to  entertain  the  ladies  and  by- 
tanders ;  but  verj  few  ailments  to  enlighten 
he  Senate,  The  cash  argntnenC  was  the  ontj 
me  which  he  condesoended  to  nse.  The  table 
if  dtvidenda  was  the  Alpha  and  Otnega  of  bia 
iifpimeDt.  and  Uiat  table  was  oonstmcted  npcn 
I  prindpie  of  error,  which  exhibits  to  each 
Kate  abont  foor  or  flve  times  more  spoil  than 
t  wonld  ever  get  Instead  of  an  average  of  a 
lertes  of  years,  which  would  give  a  million  and 
liree-qnW'ters  in  place  of  three  millions,  for 
he  grou  reoeipta  from  the  pnblie  lands,  instead 
4  the  net  proceeds,  which  wonld  require  abont 
t  million  to  be  deducted  for  expenses  in  admin- 
atering  the  public  lands,  bnying  them  for  In- 
lians,  pBjinK  the  annuities  incurred  on  account 
>f  thenij  and  effecting  the  remoTal  of  the  In- 
Itans;  mstead  of  the  remainder  which  these 
tednotton*  would  leave,  and  which  in  some 
rears  would  be  nothing,  and  tn  other  years  per- 
lapa  half  a  million  of  doUars,  the  Senator  from 
Sentnoky  takes  the  gross  proceeds  of  the  last 
rear,  swelled,  as  it  was,  with  payments  due  for 
ands  sold  before  the  year  1830,  with  military 
ind  forfeited  land  scrip,  and  oonstmcts  his 
able  npon  that  faUaelons  snm,  and  then  ex- 
libita  to  the  States  these  large  and  sednctive 
livldends.  But  this  argument  wiU  do  upon 
laper  alone.  An  amendment  to  confine  the 
tistribntion  to  the  net  proceeds  will  detect  its 
Uiaoy,  and  leave  those  emptj-banded  who 
nppMed  they  were  beoome  nob  on  the  spoils 
of  the  new  fiUte«i 

sun,  this  cash  argnraent  is  the  only  one  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  condescended  to 
use ;  and  let  ns  see  bow  he  has  nsed  it.  He 
issigns  to  the  States  norij)  of  the  Potomac 
ibont  one  million  two  hnndred  and  sixty  thon- 
■nd  dollars,  and  to  the  States  south  of  the  Po~ 
lomao  abont  fire  hundred  and  fifty  thonsand 
lollars  I  Thns,  the  States  which  surrendered 
iheir  buds  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  to 
■eceire  riiout  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars 
ess  rtian  those  who  reposed  to  surrender,  and 
irhicb  would  now  involve  the  eonntry  in  a  for- 
lign  war  before  they  would  give  np  an  acre 
o  settle  a  disputed  bonndary.  Again :  the 
Jouthem  States  send  emigranta  to  the  new 
itates ;  the  Iforthern  States  send  but  few,  and 
nean  to  stop  those  few  to  work  in  their  facto- 
'iesL  The  Southern  Stat«s,  then,  through  their 
.■migration,  and  the  new  States,  are  to  famish 
be  wbtAe  snm  which  is  thus  to  be  so  nnequallj 
Uvided.   The  whole  la  to  oome  &<m)  the  Strath 


and  West,  and  twice  the  largwt  share  is  to 
pour  into  the  Northeast ;  thus  opening  another 
current,  aoother  inland  gulf  stream,  parallel  to 
the  tariff  stream,  the  pennon  stream,  the  inter- 
nal improvement  stream,  and  the  United  States 
Bank  stream,  which  are  now  sweeping  the 
wealth  of  the  South  and  West  into  the  North- 
eastern cities. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  carries  his  ctm- 
fidenoe  in  the  money  argnment  so  far  as  to  be- 
lieve tliat  the  new  States  tliemselves  will  be 
Motivated  by  it;  that  they  will  fall  in  love 
with  the  fallacioaa  dividends  which  he  has  held 
out  to  them,  and  consent  to  sell  themselvM  to 
the  old  States  for  a  small  share  of  their  own 
spoils,  A  large  table  of  dividends  is  displayed 
before  them ;  but  it  is  all  deoepUon  and  illu- 
sion. The  dividends  will  be  rednoed  to  iniig-  ^ 
nilioance  when  the  expenses  of  the  land  system 
are  deducted  from  the  gross  reoeiptfl;  and,  even 
if  it  ntood  at  the  sums  carried  out  in  his  table, 
every  new  State  wonld  save  mure  InOnitoly  by 
a  reduction  of  the  prioe  of  the  land  than  by 
receiving  a  share  of  her  own  mon^,  1^  sav- 
ing upon  the  sales  of  last  year,  to  be  efibcted 
by  a  redaction  of  the  prioe  according  to  the 
plan  reooramended  by  the  Land  Committee, 
wonld  be,  in  Ohio,  (214,000;  in  Indiana, 
«S47,000;  in  Illinois,  $213,000;  in  Missonri, 
tl8T,000;  in  Alabama,  $447,000^  in  Miasie- 
sippi,  $108,000 ;  and  in  Louisiana,  $4S,000, 

But  it  is  not  by  tables,  oonstraeted  before- 
hand, that  the  loss  of  the  new  StWes  can  be 
ascertained  from  snob  a  bill  as  this.  If  it 
passes,  their  doom  is  sealed.  They  beoome  the 
private  jvoperty  of  the  old  States.  To  make 
money  out  of  them  will  be  the  only  cooridera- 
tion.  Every  art  that  ingenuity  and  avarice  can 
invent,  will  be  put  in  reqni^lion  to  swell  the 
Mnonnt  for  distribntion.  Instead  of  being  re- 
duced, the  price  of  the  lands  will  probably  be 
raised  ag^n  to  the  old  minimum  of  two  ArA- 
lars.  Instead  of  preferences  to  settlwn  and  oc- 
cupants, they  will  have  to  bid  for  their  own 
tabor  agdnst  the  agents  of  the  pAramonnt 
States  who  will  be  sent  to  superintend  the 
tmd  see  that  every  tract  is  screwed  up  to 
the  higheet  point  Tlie  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Olat)  thinks  the  price  on^ht  to  be 
raised,  but  he  will  not  move  to  raise  it.  Oan 
he  go  security  for  his  coadjutors?  Will  tiiey 
not  do  it  t  Those  who  are  to  divide  the  spou 
are  to  make  the  spoil.  They  can  make  it  what 
they  please,  and  certainly  will  please  to  make 
it  as  great  aq  possible.  Nor  Is  it  in  the  prioe 
only  that  the  new  States  may  be  oppressed  and 
harasaed.  Innumerable  arts  may  be  reeorted 
'~  '"I  order  to  enhance  the  prodnct  derivable 
the  lands.  Here  is  an  act  passed  in  the 
State  of  Kaine,  in  the  year  1838,  for  the  sale 
of  rotten  timber  and  growing  graas,  and  the 
proseotttion  of  trespassers,  which  act  can  be, 
will  aoon  be,  applied  to  the  new  Stotes  if  this 
Boheme  of  distribution  succeeds.    listen  to  it: 
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growliiK  on  tbe  public  luida  from  yaar  to  year  i  to 
tmko  fvluble  meunre*  for  ttie  prMerrMion  of  grut 
uid  timber  stsndiDg  and  nowUig  tiwreoo ;  uid  to 
proaeoate  in  behaff  of  toe  Slate  for  all  trespasacia 
whiob  b«v«  been,  or  maf  b«,  committed  thereoa; 
and  to  »eiM  and  to  mU  at  public  auction  all  kindi 
of  timber  and  graat  cut  by  trtapuserg.  And  tb« 
said  agent  ia  berebj  autborized  (o  Bell  timber  on 
the  public  landi  where  the  same  is  decRjing,  and  in 
hia  opinion  It  is  for  the  pobiic  interest  to  do  so  1" 

This  is  now  a  law  of  Uaine ;  this  b  a  Ut 
made  b;  those  who  are  qow  aiming  at  tJie 
ownerahip  of  all  onr  lands.  If  thej  snooeed, 
will  they  be  more  goavrtna  to  tbe  people  ot 
the  new  States  than  to  their  owd  eitizeiiB  t  On 
the  Mmtrarf,  will  tbef  not  be  a  tboasand  times 
harder  t  Botten  timber  and  prairie  grata  will 
then  be  an  object  of  revenue.  All  cattle  and 
horses  will  have  to  be  confined  oa  tb< 
land,  or  takea  np  and  sold  for  the  ti 
they  fltraj  on  the  public  lands.  Agents  sent 
from  the  old  Statea,  and  stationed  in  evsrj 
township,  wonid  watch,  not  only  the  farmers 
and  their  slaves,  hot  their  cattle,  tlieir  horaes, 
and  their  hc^  to  sae  them  for  trespsases. 

lliis  bill, baa  l>een  called  a  STstem  for  settling 
the  boaioMS  of  internal  improvement;  and 
imder  that  assumption  tbe  bill  f'>r  grantinj 
township  of  land  to  the  French  college  at  i 
Lonis,  and  the  bill  to  grant  half  a  million  of 
acres  to  the  States  of  Missouri,  Uissisdppi,  and 
Lonisiana,  bad  been  laid  npon  the  table.  They 
were  laid  hj  to  await  the  establiabment  of  this 
BTstem,  as  it  is  called ;  bat  when  the  internal 
improvement  bills  were  np  to  eipend  a  million 
or  BO  in  money,  in  the  Northeast,  no  motion 
was  made  to  laj  them  down.  The  word  sys- 
tem was  not  than  pronounced ;  this  bill  for  ad- 
Jnating  the  bosineas  of  internal  improvement 
was  not  once  alladed  to.  All  passed  withont 
hedtadon  or  qneetioo.  Bjstem,  indeed  1  It  is 
none,  and  oannot  be.  It  does  not  even  profess 
to  bind  a  future  Congrees,  and  oonld  not  if  it 
iroold.  It  does  not  even  profees  to  abstain 
from  future  appropriations,  and  could  not  pre- 
vent them  if  it  tried.  Fntore  Oongresses  will 
do  as  they  please.  Future  minorities  will  do 
aa  they  please.  Unequal  appropriations  will 
go  ou  as  freely  as  ever;  the  only  dilferenoe 
will  be,  that  the  laud  revenue  will  be  thrown 
to  that  object,  in  addition  to  all  the  expendi- 
tures whicn  would  otherwise  have  been  made. 
In  one  respeot  only  it  may  be  considered  as  a 
system,  and  that  a  most  disaatroos  one ;  a  ays- 
tem  of  setting  aside  the  proceeds  of  particular 
branchea  of  the  revenue,  ta  answer  specific 
purposes,  and  thus  getting  clear  of  surplus  rev- 
enue without  reducing  taies  I  Land  revenne 
is  the  branch  now  to  be  set  aside ;  fhe  revenue 
from  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  salt,  &c.,  &o.,  may 
follow  neit  year.  There  is  no  end  to  that  sys- 
tem when  once  begun.  It  is  now  oonfmenced 
on  tbe  weakest  part  of  the  Union,  becanse  they 
are  the  weakest,  and  the  least  able  to  defend 
themselves.  The  South  is  to  be  tempted  into 
it  by  a  fibare  of  the  Western  spoils ;  and  the 


next  year  tbe  Weat  is  to  be  t«tnpted  mt 

ooDianuation  of  tbe  system,  by  getting  a  d«i 
of  the  Boutbem  spoila.  Thus  a  revenoe  of  i^ 
amount,  twenty-five  or  thirty  milUoa^  m«y  it 
kept  up,  by  dexterously  playing  off  tbe  Sort 
against  tbe  West,  and  the  WeM  againS  ^ 
Sonth,  and  making  them  altematelj  co^ 
erate  with  the  Northeast  in  ploDdeni^  t^ 

It  is  not  a  aystem  for  the  setllement  of  ihs 
intern sTimprovement  quesdou.  Its  ol;^* 
veiy  difierent  from  that  It  ia  a  tariff  bill;  it 
is  aa  ultra  tariff  measDie ;  tiie  atrongea  tmi 
the  boldest  which  has  been  attempted  K  lU 
session.  Tariff  is  stamped  upon  its  &oe ;  tanf 
is  emblazoned  npon  its  borderB ;  tariflf  is  pa- 
claimed  in  all  its  featorea.  In  the  first  plaec,  t 
is  intended,  by  diverting  tbe  land  reveoae  t 
tbe  HDpport  of  the  GoverDment,  ta  i  ii.i^ 
vaoanm  in  tbe  Treasury,  which  moat  b«  i 
up  by  duties  on  imported  goods.  In  tiM  not 
place,  it  is  intended,  by  keeping  up  the  price  it 
the  public  lands,  to  prevent  the  emigrattoBrf 
laboring  people  from  the  manufoctaring  Stt>e\ 
and  retain  them  where  they  were  bora,  ta 
work  in  tbe  factories.  This  is  the  true  chaiK- 
ter  of  the  bill ;  a  tariff  bill ;  a  land  tariff  bill : 
conceived  aooording  to  the  plan  of  Ur.  B^ 
in  1S28,  and  the  memorial  of  the  New  Teit 
Tariff   Convention  in   Novemt>«9r   of    the  IW 


year.  The  CommiUee  on  Public  Lands  efaand 
this  desi^  upon  this  bill ;  they  qaoted  Er 
Rash,  and  tbe  memorial  of  tfae  Nai 


Tariff  'Convention,  to  prove  that  characW 
apoQ  it ;  wid  their  charge  has  uat  been  nft 
A  feeble  attempt  at  the  vindication  of  1^. 
Ruah  has  fixed  the  de^gn  more  firmly  af«B 
him.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cut) 
informs  the  6eoat«  that  he  suggested  to  Xr. 
Bush,  l)efore  hia  report  was  communicated  K 
Congreas,  that  it  might  be  misunderstood,  mi 
that  he  had  better  omit  what  related  to  tk 
public  lands  and  the  manubctnree.  He  of- 
geated  to  him  that  it  might  be  misunderstood: 
Yes,  misunderstood  I  and  that  very  [duase 
proves  that  it  was  understood  I  that  the  Sens- 
tor  from  Kentucky  understood  it  at  tbe  fint 
blush  precisely  as  everybody  else  haa  ande^ 
stood  It  ever  since.  But  the  memorial  of  tk 
Kew  York  Oonvefition,  which  has  been  printed 
and  laid  upon  onr  tables,  that  also  is  quoted  by 
the  Public  Land  Committee,  and  no  notice  i) 
taken  of  it  by  the  Senator  from  Eeutnckjr,  mr 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewme.)  Why 
do  they  omtt  to  notice  that  memorial  ?  Be- 
cause it  is  full  and  plain,  express  and  expbdt, 
up  to  tbe  mark,  and  direct  and  open  in  favor  al 
preveoting  emigration  to  the  West  for  the  por- 
pose  of  detaining  the  laboring  popnladon  to 
work  in  the  factories.  There  is  no  room  br 
dispute  about  it,  and,  therefore,  the  Seniton 
who  undertake  to  answer  the  report  of  iitt 
Land  Committee,  prudently  pass  by  that  me- 
morial, and  the  unanswerable  argument  founded 
upon  it,  although  referred  to  in  the  body  of  lb« 
report,  and  qnoted  vertefim  in  the  i^ffWKtit 
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The  fact  is  oleor ;  the  oonclnsitHi  iireristibte ; 
the  oh«ntMer  nndeniable,  that  this  land  bill  is 
*  tariff  meanra ;  and  that  the  new  States  are 
to  be  oppreseed  in  the  prioe  of  the  pabllo  laoda, 
for  tbe  parpooe  of  preventing  emigraUon,  and 
of  sappliring  laborers  to  the  faotoriea. 

The  bill  1b  eertainlj  adroiUy  drawn ;  it  is 
edonlsted  apon  a  wide-epread  ecAeue,  aod  nni- 
versal  deeign  to  attract  all  interesta  to  engage 
in  the  oppreadon  of  the  Week  Tha.prooeeda 
of  the  aalee  of  the  pnl^o  landa  are  to  be  divided 
unong  all  the  StMea,  and  f#all  eorta  of  pnr- 
poeoa— to  paj  old  debts  fbr  roads  and  oanalt, 
or  to  nuke  imw  roads  and  oauala  with  readj 
tDfmsT — to  promote  edufation — and  to  oolonize 
free  negroes  on  the  eont  of  Africa.  Certainly 
tfaes«  moltipHed  otyeots  most  enlist  a  great 
miiltitnde  agunst  the  new  Statea,  and  eicite 
their  oaptdit/  to  the  highest  degree  to  get  hold 
of  the  pnblio  domain  farther  reepeotlre  ob- 
jeota.  One  of  these  objects,  from  the  efforts 
which  h&ve  been  mode  to  reoommend  it  to 
pnblio  foTor,  and  the  profonnd  ignorance  which 
MTT-ades  the  public  mind  with  respect  to  ita 
feasibUilj,  demands  a  word  of  elucidation ;  I 
epeak  of  the  ooloniiation  scheme;  for  the 
|HY>secntion  of  which  this  bill  commits  the  ted- 
eral  domain,  and  the  politioal  powers  of  this 
Federal  Oovemment.  A  more  TiBionary,  a 
more  chimerlcHl,  and  a  more  impracticable 
project  never  entered  the  bead  of  man,  than 
this  soheme;  and  this  I  will  demonstrate  hj 
&ota  and  reasoos  which  no  candid  man  ean 
permit  hinuelf  to  dlapnte.  * 

Two  distinct  views  of  the  project  demon- 
strate this  tmpossibllitj :  first,  the  experience 
of  Great  Britiun ;  eeooDdly,  tlie  anthentio  re- 
ports of  onr  own  Colonixation  Society.  Each 
▼lew  is  oonclunve;  either,  taken  senarately, 
pnta  an  end  to  hope ;  l>otb,  token  togetncr,  oon- 
oemn  it  irrerooably.  All  the  world  knows 
aomething,  but  few  know  the  real  history  of 
the  British  attempt  at  African  oolonizatioa. 
The  eipeiue  in  money  and  in  lives,  sod  the 
total  faUnre  of  the  nndertaking,  are  bat  slightly 
known.  The  moneyed  expense  luis  been  pro- 
digiooH.  The  chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Leone, 
Mr.  Jeffeott,  in  a  charge  to  a  grand  jnry  in  the 
capital  of  the  oolony,  in  Jnne,  ISSO,  stated  Uie 
expense  fbr  the  last  t«n  years  to  amonot  to 
£7,000,000  sterling,  (about  86  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;)  that  the  nnmber  of  AMoans  bronght  in 
during  that  period  was  between  1S,000  and 
19,000 ;  and  that  the  exp^ise  of  each  had  been 
.  about  £300  sterilng,  (near  1,500  doUors;}  and 
thft  the  tAtal  popolatloQ  of  the  colony  vras 
then  bat  little  npwards  of  30,000  sonls.  This 
gives  an  idea  of  the  expense  In  money.  Bnt  a 
more  dreadfdl  acconnt  of  expenditnre  is  still  to 
he  opened.  It  is  the  expense  of  homan  life  I 
Every  Qovernor  sent  to  the  colony  had'  per- 
ished under  the  climate,  one  only  excepted,  and 
he  had  perished  nnder  the  knives  of  the  native 
negroes.  The  soldiers  and  sailors  sent  there 
were  swept  off  in  crowds.  No  seasoning  in 
uy  other  part  of  the  world  ooold  prepare  them 


for  the  horrcwn  of  thk  AMoan  climate.  Troops 
from  the  West  Indies,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Bope,  the  East  bdlea,  all  shared  the  same  (ate. 
The  only  diflhroioe  was,  that  the  dmnkarda 
died  the  first  season,  and  the  sober  onee  the 
second  or  third.  This  waste  of  life  and  money 
induced  the  British  Parliament,  in  1896,  to 
open  a  oommlssion  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  colony ;  the  result  was  a  detemuqation  to 
contract  their  establishments,  to  withdraw 
most  of  tb^  troops,  and  to  sarrender  all  hope 
of  snooasB. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society  proves  and  eetabHshes  the  in- 
ability of  their  efforts.  Look  at  their  own 
statements.  At  psge  il,  it  Is  stated,  and  oor- 
rectly  stated,  that  the  annual  increase  of  the 
black  population  in  the  United  States  is  from 
Te,000  to  80,000  aonia,  and  that  it  will  require 
this  nnmber  to  l>e  onnnally  carried  off  to  oneok 
the  growth  of  that  popnlation  among  us.  At 
page  10,  it  is  stated,  and  oorreotly  stated,  that 
the  smvai  of  1,D00  emigrant  n^^roea  in  any 
one  year  wonld  be  the  rain  of  the  colony  I 
that  even  that  small  nnmber  of  new-comers 
wonld  make  a  revolation,  and  reqnire  an  armed 
force  to  keep  the  peace  among  them.  Here, 
then,  are  two  fads,  which  pnt  an  end  to  the 
illusions  of  this  scheme.  Seventy-five  thou- 
sand per  annum  mnst  go,  before  the  increase 
of  the  blacks  is  checked  at  home — before  we 
ean  feel  any  national  advantage  from  It ;  and 
the  arrival  of  1,000  would  desUoy  the  colony, 
and  pat  an  end  to  the  projeot  1  Can  argnment, 
or  Qommentary,  add  to  toe  force  of  tlMse  two 
lacts,  presented  by  the  managers  of  the  Society 
thHoselvee  in  thur  last  annual  report  t* 

ludividoals  may  give  th^r  money :  benevo- 
lent persons  may  Mlow  the  impulse  of  their 
feelings  in  bestowing  their  chanty  upon  this 
project.  Their  money  ia  thwr  own,  and  thtj 
may  do  what  they  please  with  it.  Bnt  can 
legislatora  and  statesmen  follow  the  same  im-  - 
puJsions,  and  act  in  the  same  manner,  with  re- 
spect to  the  revenues  of  the  people  I  Can  they 
commit  this  Oovemmeat  upon  a  scheme  of 
African  oolonizatioa,  without  connting  the  cost 
in  life  and  money,  and  asking  themselves  if  the 
aaooees  is  to  jostlfy  the  expenditure  t  The 
total  English  expense  in  the  fifty  years  of  her 
experiment  cannot  have  been  lees  than  ughty 
or  oibetj  milliona  of  dollars.  The  destruction 
of  life  has  been  q)paUing.  The  description  of 
Edmund  Burke  has  been  realized,  Uiat  ft  was  a 
region  where  the  gates  of  death  stood  opMi 
day  and  night  for  the  reoepUon  of  its  victims. 
Governoia  and  judges,  soldiers  and  mariners, 
all  go.  Our  colony  is  on  the  aame  ground.  It 
is  not  only  within  the  chartered,  but  within 
the  settied  limits  of  the  British  oolony  ;  the 
mortality  mnst  be  the  same  when  our  estab- 
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fighmeata  ftqn*!  tbeln.  If  tbU  sohenie  la  fbl- 
lowed  Dp,  and  tbl»  Federal  Govenimenf  be- 
comes committed  to  Uiat  snbeme,  a  territorial 
Goverament  inoft  be  tent  to  AtriaA.  A  de- 
teclimeDt  of  the  army  and  of  the  naT^  must 
be  sent  ther&  and  oonrta  armed  with  ntrong 
criminal  jurisaiotion.  If  left  to  themgelves,  the 
colony  will  be  in  oitil  war  before  it  reaches  80,000 
Bonis.  .Violenoe  prevails  all  over  the  world. 
The  flrst  man  that  was  born  kilted  the  second. 
KnrderB,  eeditions,  reTolations,  go  on  every- 
where. O&n  it  be  expected  that  this  medley  of 
negroes,  part  from  America,  part  from  Africa, 
some  ftill  blood,  some  half  blood,  will  reallxe 
the  visionary  speculation  of  hnman  perfectibil- 
ity, and  be  kept  in  order  by  moral  restraints, 
and  die  mild  punishment  of  int^iotion  fh>m 
the  use  of  flro  and  water  in  Africa  f  For  the 
Boman  ponishmeDt  by  exile  is  the  highest  now 
known  in  onr  colony,  No!  these  restraints 
will  soon  fail.  They  will  ful  as  they  did  in  the 
British  colony  before  it  reached  20,000,  and  re- 
qnire  all  tbe  machinery  of  a  strong  Govern- 
ment to  keep  the  negroes  in  peace.  Who  is 
prepared  to  establish  that  Government  in  Af- 
rica t  To  spread  onr  constitntion  across  the 
Atlantic,  ana  beneath  the  equator,  and  stretch 
it  over  a  race  for  which  it  was  not  made? 
Who  is  prepared  to  expend  a  hundred  millions 
of  money  in  this  attempt,  Yind  to  send  the  sons 
of  oar  farmers — the  soldiers  and  mu^ners  of 
the  lepabKo— to  perish  on  that  pestilential 
coast  I  Those  who  are  not  prepared  for  these 
things  should  stop  at  once,  and  refuse  to  com- 
mit their  Qovemment  upon  a  project  which 
must  involve  all  these  consequences,  and,  after 
Invplving  them,  must  end  as  the  British  at^ 
tempt  at  colonization  has  ended,  in  demonstrat- 
ing its  total  Impracticability. 

As  a  Westero  man,  as  a  cituen  of  one  of  the 
new  States,  I  mnst  protest  agwnst  the  ^plica- 
tion of  the  pnblic  lands  to  this  ol^ect  It  is 
several  years  since  things  have  been  taking 
that  torn.  Mr.  Kuro,  of  New  York,  the  most 
conspicuous  anthor  of  the  Uissonn  queetion, 
first  proposed  it  in  the  Senate.  His  resolution 
was  snhmitted  in  1824,  but  led  to  no  result. 
The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Ciat)  now 
moves  it  in  a  more  formu  and  determined 
manner.  The  managers  of  the  Society  have 
themselvee  looked  to  it,  and  have  curiously 
mixed  up  a  oalcnlation  of  worldly  gain,  a  qaes- 
tion  of  proflt  In  a  moneyed  point  <rf  view,  widi 
this  devotion  of  the  pnblic  lands  to  their  fa- 
TOrite  oyect.  At  page  23  of  their  last  annual 
report,  after  claiming  an  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands,  they  go  on  to.add,  that  it  should 
not  he  tbrgott«D  that,  whatever  appropriations 
should  be  made  by  the  Goveniment  to  this 
object,  the  greater  part  would  be  expended  in 
giving  employment  to  our  shipping  and  to  eiti- 
.  lens  of  the  [Jnited  States.  Thus  philanthropy 
and  worldly  g^n  aro  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  tbe 
ahip|>tng  interest  and  tlM>se  employed  in  con- 
dnotmg  the  scheme  are  to  set  the  greater  part 
of  whatever  ia  expended.    The  pnblio  lands  of 


tbe  West  are  to  fall  htto  the  onmnt  w\nA  b 
sweeping  off  every  thing  dee.  V%i\ott*  «f  Ik 
West  are  to  be  required  to  fumUi  iiiiiisl] 
millions — compelled  to  pay  infloltdv  morefe 
refuse  land  than  cittseas  of  Maine  pay  fcr  li* 
choices,  to  furnish  money  to  enrich  tbe  liSif- 
pers,  as  well  as  to  bay  lends  to  be  ^\vx  m\ 
donation  to  the  negroes  carried  to  Africa :  lil 
all  this  in  addition  to  fbmislHBg'  as  WtwA  m 
will  defray  the  expenses  of  Hie  Stete  Gavm- 
menttt  in  all  the  old  State*.  ■ 

Mr.  B.  oou&Illed  with  showing  tfaiM  At 
question  was  now  between  tiie  plana  tf  tfa 
two  committees — the  Committee  on  Man^r 
tnres,  which  was  fi>r  keeping  up  tbe  pnat  rf 
the  lands ;  and  tbe  OommitI«e  on  PoMie  Ijsi^ 
who  were  fbr  reducing  the  price  to  one  dcte 
per  acre  for  freeh  lands,  and  filt*  oenta  p«r  aot 
for  sQoh  ae  had  been  in  market  five  tik^ 
with  a  right  of  preferenoe  to  acAnal  seNlcfs; 
and  he  called  npon  sJl  tbe  friends  of  tlie  Vm 
to  stand  girward  sdA  show  th^r  fKcotdsfaip  <b 
this  oooaaion,  by  voting  down  tbe  plan  of  ikt 
Manufacturing  Committee,  and  snauunioglU 
of  the  Public  Land  Committee. 

Fbuxlt,  June  SB. 
IkaA  <tf  Mr.  iRUhtU. 

A  mefsage  was  reouved  from  the  Hows  A 
Bepresentatives,  by  Mr.  Clarke,  tbe  C^erk  d 
tbe  House,  anaouncingtho  death  of  GkokuL 
MitobA,l,  one  of  the  BeprOseutatives  fnioi  tk 
State  of  Maryland,  of  that  Uoose,  aud  tfaK  hii 
funeral  would  take  place  at  fi  o'dock  P.  M. 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Cbucbbsb,  tbe  Suiste  iba 
came  to  the  following  resolnlion : 

ifcfofwcE,  Tfi>t  lli«  Senate  will  sttcnd  tfae  fmitnl 
of  Che  Hod.  Q.  B.  HrrcBtLi.,  one  of  tbe  BeprewM- 
dves  from  the  Sute  of  Uarytaod,  thfa  dav  it  t 
o'clock  P.  M.,  and,  u  a  tcibata  of  respect  lor  At 
memory  of  the  deceued,  thit  die  ScuBton  wiQ  p 
into  moiuniiig,  by  veariog  crape  on  the  left  ■■ 
for  thirty  ixf. 


S^TimDAT,  Jmie  80. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FsKLnmKrreKN,  die  Sen- 


Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  wftb  t,OH 
dollars.  He  founded  his  motion,  flmt,  on  the 
accuracy  of  the  likeness,  and,  secondly,  on  dn 
nature  of  the  euttject  itself.  He  stated  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Marshall,  Judge  Washingtoa, 
and  other  distinguished  men,  as  to  the  acenrvf 
of  the  resemblance. 

Mr.  BuiTH  stated  that  Stewart  received  <«tr 
1,000  dollars  for  his  best  portn^ts ;  and  b» 
would  have  no  objection  to  give  1,000  doII« 
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or  this.  Btenart  bad  uigaged  to  make  him  ■ 
ivpr  for  000  dollan,  bat  it  could  not  be  ob- 
sined  from  him. 

Mr.  Wkbstbr  swd  that  he  bad  taken  his  idea 
>f  ^YaahingtoD  from  the  portraits  of  Stewart. 
3e  Mdmittod  the  merita  of  hia  piotore,  and  said 
ihMt  tf  It  waa  to  be  regarded  as  ta  original, 
irhicb  he  sappoged  it  was,  the  price  ought  not 
•o  be  in  the  way.  An  origioal  head  of  Wash- 
inaton,  by  Stewart^  wan  lately  sold  for  1,BOO 
SollaTB,  and  the  purchaser  would  not  listen  to 
an  offer  of  $0,000  for  it.  In  England,  if  its 
obaracter  were  as  high  as  it  is  hwe,  it  would 
fotoh  &  mnoh  higher  price. 

Ur.  FBEUNQHineBij  then  moTed  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  adding  a  provision  that  the 
portrait  be  bang  in  a  ooospicuoos  part  of  the 
Senate  chamber,  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Preudent  of  the  Senate,  and  that  tlie  expenses 
thereof  be  paid  ont  of  the  oontingent  fnnd ; 
wbioh  was  agreed  to. 

The  reaolation  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
groBsed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


UoHDAT,  Jnly  2. 
PMieLandt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
Mtpropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  pnblic  lands. 

Mr.  Hatkb  moTed  to  strike  out  the  words 
which  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds among  the  States,  He  was  opp'osed  to 
the  introduction  of  the  principle  of  diatribntJoK 
tlia  revenue  among  the  States.  He  in»stea 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblio  lands  did  con- 
aUtnte  a  put  of  the  revenue.  The  clause  which 
he  moved  to  strike  ont,  cnt  off  a  part  of  the 

Siblic  revenue,  takiog  it  from  the  Treasury  to 
*ide  it  amon^  the  States.  Qe  made  an  ob- 
jection to  the  distribatioD  also,  beoanse  it  was 
a  ^vision  of  the  gross,  instead  of  the  net  reve- 
nue, Hid  BO  &r  as  the  difference  between  the 
gross  and  net  proceeds,  it  was  a  dlvMon  of  the 
duties  derived  from  imports.  He  admitted  the 
perfect  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  the 
sulgeot;  hnt  he  was  opposed  to  donations  of 
money  to  the  States,  and  desired  to  have  some 
general  and  eqnitable  system  adopted  for  the 
^spositinn  of  the  public  lands.  He  asked  for 
the  yeaa  and  nays  on  hia  motion ;  which  were 
orAeni. 

Ifr.  CiAT  r^oiced  that  the  qneation  of  the 
prindple  of  distribntion  was  now  to  be  tested 
m  a  simple  and  a  solemn  manner.  He  giet  the 
opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina, 
that  the  division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  would  plead  to  the  practice  of  distribot- 
ing  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  among  the  States, 
by  an  opposite  one ;  and  declared  his  own  firm 
and  Btrennous  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
tnch  distribution.  He  stated  that  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  was  distinguishsd  from 
all  other  revenue  by  the  language  of  the  con- 
ttitotion,  and  of  the  deeds  ot  oeasioo,  which 
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gave  ezclosive  and  nnlimited  power  t. 
gross  over  the  public  lands,  and  whinh  was  not 
given  over  any  other  revenue.  This  view  was 
sopported  by  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  ablest 
of  onr  constitutional  lawyers ;  and  if  it  was 
oorreot,  the  argnment,  therefore,  that  the  di- 
vision of  this  revenue  would  lead  to  the  division 
of  all  the  surplus  revenue,  he  did  not  consider 
as  sustainable.  He  adverted  to  the  ar^ment 
that  the  distribntdon  of  the  gross  proceeds 
wonld  be  a  distribntion  in  part  of  revenne 
from  other  sources,  and  stated  that  the  bill  au- 
thorized the  division  of  the  net  proceeds  only. 
He  detailed  what  wonld  be  the  dcdnctions 
made  by  the  accounting  oi&oers  under  the  bill, 
when  they  determined  the  amount  of  the  pro- 
ceeds applicable  to  division.  The  net  amount 
of  oharaee  on  the  annual  sales  of  the  pnblio 
lands  did  not,  he  believed,  exoeed  four  per 
cent.  He  hoped  that  the  question  of  distribu- 
tion would  be  settled,  and  in  encb  manner  as 
to  redound  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
every  State,  and,  of  conseqnence,  of  the  whole 
of  the  Union. 

Hi.  Haxnk  briefly  r^ied  on  the  subject  of 
the  discrimination  between  the  revenue  from 
the  public  lands  and  from  other  sonrces,  and 
contended  that  if  the  construction  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  was  correct,  there  was 
no  limitation  to  the  powers  of  the  Qeneral 
Government;  uid  they  might  be  exercised 
under  a  wild  discretion,  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  be  antioipated  or  oontrolled.  He 
asserted  that  there  ooght  not  to  be  any  surplus 
money  in  tlie  Treasniy,  bat  that  care  ^ould  be 
taken  to  regulate  the  taxes  so  as  to  have  no  nn- 
neoeesary  amount  in  the  Treaanry.  He  denied 
that  he  was  anxious  to  increase  the  revenue 
from  the  publie  lands.  He  was  willing  to  plaoe 
them  on  a  Air  ai>d  equitable  ground. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hatnx's  mo< 
tion,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas Uesars.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Buckner, 

Ellis,  Grundy,  Hayne,  HiU,  Kuie,  King,  Usngum, 
Harcj,  Uiller,  Hoore,  Bobinson,  Smith,  Tuewell, 
Troup,  Tjler,  While— 21. 

Nats.— Hessn.  Bell,  Chambers,  C^ay,  Clayton, 
Dickenon,  Dudley,  Ewing,.  Foot,  FreliDirbuyien, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Naadsin, 
Pobdexter,  Prentiaa,  Bobbins,  Rugglea,  Seynoiu', 
^Isbee,  Spneue,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wsggunan, 
Webster,  Wilkins— 26. 

Hr.  Shitb  moved  that  the  Senate  now  ad- 
journ.   Negatived — yeas  15,  nays  83. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  proposition 
of  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands  to  strike  ont 
all  the  sections  which  authorise  the  distribn- 
tioD  among  the  States,  and  the  residue  of  the 
bill,  t^e  question  was  then  taken  hy  yeas  and 
nays,  and  dedded  as  follows : 

Tub.— Hmsts,  Bentan,  Kbb,  Brown,  Bockner, 
EDis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Bill,  Kane,  King, 
Uangmo,  UiUe^  Uoore,  Bobinson,  Smith,  Taiewell, 
nptOD,  Troup,  Tyler,  Whits— 21. 

Navs.— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Cky,  Clayto% 
Dleknnc^   I)adUy,  Swing,  Foot,  Fr^gboystB, 
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Eendricki,  Holnw,  Johnatoo,  Kntgbt,  Hare;,  Vm- 
Ma,  Polndaiter,  Prendn,  Bobbin*,  Bonlci,  Sej- 
monr,  ObtMfl,  Spragiw,  Tomlinscin,  W^ggunui, 
WebBbsr,  WIlkioB— S«. 

Vr  BBNton  then  moved  to  introdoce  an  ad- 
dmonal  wotioQ  to  rednc«  the  prioe  of  pnblio 
lands  to  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  of  sU  which 
bare  been  abore  five  j^an  ia  market,  fifty 
oenta  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Kask,  tie  qnestion  wu 
divided,  and  was  flrit  taken  on  the  first  braooh 
of  th«  amendment,  and  n^^otiTed,  aa  ftdlows : 

Tui.— Ifcnrs.  BcQ,  Benton,  B(bb,  Brown,  Boek- 
er,  ElUa,  Qimdj,  Ha^ie,  Hoidiltka,  HIU,  Eue, 


Sm.~-UvBn.  Cbanben,  Claj,  ClaftOD,  DaUaa, 
IHckuMD,  Sudlaj',  fiwing.  Foot,  For»(ti,  FreUng- 
bQTMii,  Botne*,  JohoBtoD,  Knight,  lUrcy,  UlUar, 


se,  Spngue,  1 
er,  ff  ilkln^-; 


The  question  wai  tbeo  taken  on  the  teeond 
branch  of  the  amendment,  aod  also  negatived, 
aa  follow! : 

TuJi.— Ueaan.  Benton,  Kbb,  Bnckner,  ElIIi, 
FoiB^tb,  Onmdy,  Hajne,  Eendrirka,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  Hingiiai,  Moore,  Fnindeiter,  RoUiuoii,  Smith, 
Taieirell,  npton,  Troup,  While— SO. 

Nats.— Menrs.  BeU,  Brown,  OiamlMn,  day, 
CUvlon,  Dallas  Dickenon,  Dudley,  Kwing,  Foot, 
Ftdbghnjiea,  Hohma,  Johnrton,  Eaigbt,  Many, 
Hiller,  Naodain,  PreoUn,  Robbiiii,  Singles,  Sej- 


Baxubbxt,  July  T. 
Rainngoftlu  Vvie  Prtridmt. 
The    TioB   Pbxbidkkt   informed   the    Sen- 
ate that  he  should  not  resome  his  seat  in  the 
Smiate,  and  ezpressed  his  wish  that  the  Sena- 
tors might  have  a  safe  retDm  to  their  families. 
At  luuf-past  seven  the  Senate  a4}oamed. 

IfoKS&T,  July  S. 

The  T\aa  President  not  f^ipearing,  the  Sen- 
ate was  called  to  order  by  the  Secretary,  when, 
on  motion  of  Ur.  Chimbbbs,  the  Senate  pro- 
oeed«d  totbe  election  of  a  Prceident  pro  tent. 

Ur.  TA^tirxix  was  declared  to  be  duly  deot- 
ed,  and  waa  oondnct«d  to  the  chair  by  Ur. 

SUTE. 

Th»  Tarif—StdaeUoft  ^DvUet. 

The  hill  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  Imports  having  been  read  the 
third  time,  the  qnutioD  vaa,  "  Shall  this  bill 
pass)" 

Ur.  Qwrmyi  said  he  had  been  exceedingly 
desirous  that  some  bill  shonld  pass  at  this  ses- 
sion, that  would  relieve  the  public  Irardens,  and 
in  some  degree  restore  quiet  to  an  excited  ~" 


tion  of  the  country.  Under  these  fee&^ls 
was  willing  to  vot«  for  the  bill  as  it  came  froi 
the  House  of  ReprvamitAtivea ;  but,  in  ita  int- 
ent shape,  he  could  not  now  vote  fiv  it  Oi 
account  of  the  many  amendments  made  OS 
Saturday,  it  was  imposnble  for  him,  at  the  Is« 
hour  tX  which  the  question  an  th«  third  nsl- 
tng  was  taken,  to  arrive  at  each  a  result  m  ta 
be  folly  informed  of  the  effects  of  the  bill,  al, 
therefore,  nnwilling  to  put  it  oat  of  his  povs 
to  vote  finally  for  the  nill,  if  he  eoold,  cm  ex- 
amination, approve  it,  he  had  voted  (or  the 
third  reading.  He  had  since  obtained  eaflk»]l 
information  to  satis^  him  that  the  bOl  eare  ss 
relief;  that  it  cont^aed  nothing  calenuledto 
allay  the  ezdtement  that  existed  agiunal  de 
tariff  Bysteiu ;  and  that,  in  some  instances,  h 
went  beyond  the  present  tariff.  He  vras,  tben- 
fore,  compelled  to  vote  against  the  bilL 

Mr.'  H^TNi  said  he  most  throw  bimsdif  gpst 
the  indnleence  of  the  Senate  to  state  the  ns- 
sons  whidi  should  indnoe  him  to  vote  agaas 
thebilL 
I  am  well  aware,  sdd  Ur.  H.^  that  aottiif 
at  can  be  now  said  can  have  Mm  alightKt 
efibct  on  the  votes  of  gentlemen  ou  the  otbct 
Bide  ;  and  1  know  that  the  Hooae,  at  this  lit* 
period  of  the  session,  is  too  impatient  of  drisf 


oonsent  to  hear  what  I  promise  them  shall 
sist  of  little  more  than  a  bare  statement  of  ny 
objections  to  the  bill.  I  anw>l>posed  to  the  UH 
in  ita  present  shape  Ur.  President,  because  k 
contains  all  the  ot^ectionable  featnres  erf'  tl« 
eslstlng  tariff. 

It  recc^izee  the  protecting  Byatem  as  "  tht 
settled  policy  of  the  country."  Ever  since  the 
commencement  of  this  system,  from  the  jtar 
1818,  nay,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  ' 
the  present  time,  there  nas  always  existed  b 
the  actual  condition  of  the  conntry  some  rea- 
son, or  a  plausible  excuse,  for  s  eystem  of  faigfa 
duties.  Soring  the  war  we  wanted  money  ts 
carry  it  on ;  end  after  the  peace,  the  enonnoas 

Snbliffdebt  which  was  left  upon  our  bands  ren- 
ered  high  duties  Indispensable  to  enable  the 
oonntry  to  fulfil  its  obligationa.  I  will  not  soy 
that  all  the  duties  imposed  were  neceaaary  to 
revenue,  but  I  will  fearlessly  assert  that, 'bat 
for  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  the  system 
of  high  dntiea,  which  have  acted  so  powerfully 
for  Uie  protection  of  manufactures,  wonld 
never  have  been  established,  and  could  not, 
possibly,  have  been  maintained  for  a  nngle 
year.  The  successive  tariffs  of  1816,  ieS4,  and 
1828,  owed  their  eiistenoe  to  the  ooDditkm  d 
the  country  in  relation  to  the  pnblio  debt,  asd 
the  mannfacturers  had  very  adroitiy  connected 
a  protection  to  their  industry  with  the  ctdlec- 
tlon  of  revenue  for  tbe  redemption  of  the  pub- 
lic fhith.  But  now  that  the  debt  is  about  to 
be  paid,  and  a  demand  on  the  Treasmy  for 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  per  annnm  is  abovt 
to  be  entirely  removed,  a  new  and  most  innr- 
esting  qnestion  arisesj  whether  the  proteoliaa 
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>f  rnsDnbotiireg  is  to  be  made  a  distinct  end 
'iibstantive  object  of  Ic^fiHlation;  and  whether 
axes,  no  longer  neoeeaor;  for  uaj  legitimate 
>ablio  object,  are  to  be  levied,  meretf  for  the 
>nrp08e  of  affording  proteotioD  to  the  miuinfac- 
nrera.    II  will  be  seen  at  a  glaooe  that  thia 
inestion  calli  npon  as  to  take  a  new  attd  most 
juportant  step  in  tbe  legiBlatiou  of  the  coan- 
;ry.     It  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that,  bnt 
for    the  claims  of  'the  maaofsctDreTS  of  wool- 
lens, oottona,  and  iroiu  the  dntiee  on  tkese  arti- 
Dies  "wonld  now  be  rednoed  to  fifteen  per  cent. ; 
uid  if  they  are  to  be  kept  up  to  fiftr,  eixty,  or 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  it  wul  not  be  because 
the  public  want  the  money,  bat  becanse  tbe 
introdnction  of  tbe  foreign  articles,  at  a  low 
rate  of  duty,  woold  interfere  with,  or,  as  gen- 
tlemen will  hare  it,  prostrate  this  branch  of 
oar  dotnestio  indoatry.     The  standard  which 
gentlemen  propose  on  this  inbject,  is  not  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  bat  what  they  are 
pleased  to  call  adequate  protection  to  the  man- 
nfarCtnTera.    It  most  be  obvious,  therefore,  that 
to  M^nst  the  tariff  on  tbe  plan  now  proposed, 
is  distinctly  to  reccwnlze  the  prineipic  of  pro- 
tection as  the  aettled  policy  of  tbe  country — a 
ftrinoiple  to  which  I  can  nerer  give  my  consent 
in  any  ehq)e.    Let  me  not,  on  this  point,  be 
mlmaderstood.    I  am  no  enemy  to  tbe  mann- 
factnrera.     I  woald  not   destroy  them  if  I 
could.    Of  this  I  think  I  have  given  abundant 
evidence  in  the  plan  I  proposed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  for  Uie  settlement  of  this 
great  qQMdoo.    The  resolution  which  I  bad 
tbe  honor  to  snbmit  as  an  amendment  to  that 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Clat,) 
waa,  in  lubataoce,  a  proposition  to  reduce  the 
revenne,  after  the  payment  of  the  pQl>Iic  debt, 
to  the  wanta  of  the  country.     I  proposed  to  do 
tlua  on  prindples  of  perfect  jnstice  and  equal- 
ity, and  to  gnard  ag^nst  any  shook  to  the 
manofactorera,  by  a  sudden  reduction  of  the 
dntisB  to  the  lowest  revenne  standard.    I  de- 
clared my  entire  willingness  that  this  rednotion 
should  be  gradual,  and  spread  over  several 
'  yean.    I  was  perfectly  willing,  provided  the 
daUes  should  be  finally  brought  down  to  the 
revenue  slandardj  that  gentlemen  should  almost 
take  their  own  time  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  otjjeot.    Nor  did  this  proposition  involve 
the  slightest  sacrifice  of  pnnciple ;   for  it  en- 
tered into  my  plan,  that  the  debt  abonld  spread 
over  several  years,  so  that  the  duties  shomd  be 
brought  down  to  the  proper  point,  on  the  final 
exiittctioit  of  that  debt    Sir,  a<wording  to  this 
|daiL  tbe  manu&oturers  wonid  have  enjoyed  an 
mcidental  protection  equal  to  the  amonnt  of 
duties  necessary  for  revenue.    I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  how  far  the  rednction  on  the  pro- 
tected artides  woold,  under  this  system,  have 
been  carried.    I  presume  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  would  have  been  found, 
eventually,  anfficient  for  all  puTDosea,    This,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  would,  with  charges,  frei^t, 
aad  insurance,  have  amounted  to  a  protection 
of  at  least  thir^-tbree  and  a  third  per  cent. ; 


and  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  if,  with 
a  permanent  protecUon  of  one-third  of  the 
cost  of  the  arti^e  in  the  home  market,  onr 
manufactnrera  cannot  enter  into  a  BUccenfU 
competition  with  the  foreign,  they  must  he  en- 
gaged in  a  pursuit  most  unprofitable  to  the 
country,  and  the  sooner  it  is  abandoned,  the 
better  for  all  parties  concerned. 

Hy  neit  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  it  con- 
tains the  minimums  and  the  specific  duties.  I 
have  already  stated  at  large  my  objection  to 
this  feature  in  tbe  bill,  and  will  not  now  repeat 
what  I  then  said.  I  will  only  here  add,  as  an 
additional  objection,  that  the  minimnms  and 
specific  duties  create  a  perpetually  increasiug 
tax  bn  the  artioles  embracea  by  them.  It  re- 
qnires  no  argument  to  show  that  a  tax  of  eight 
cents  a  yard  on  cottons  costing  sixteen  oenta, 
which  is  a  tax  of  only  fifty  per  cent.,  becomes 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  when  the  article  is  re- 
duced to  eight  cents ;  and  such  reductions 
have,  for  years  past,  been  going  on,  as  we  all 
know,  in  relation  to  every  article  inclnded 
nnder  the  minimuni  principle.  I  regard  tbe 
recognitiDn  of  this  odious  principle'  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate,  as  a  lasting  establish* 
ment  of  tbe  prohibitory  system  in  this  conntry. 
The  minimnms  on  coUons  were  at  first  intro- 
doced  for  tbe  purpose  of  encouraging  the  pro- 
duction of  coarse  cottons.  We  are  told  that  it 
has  been  completely  succesafal ;  that  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  protection ;  and  yet  the 
system  is  maintained  inviolate,  because,  as  gen- 
tlemen insist,  it  has  no  operation.  The  mini- 
mimis,  then,  are  to  be  introdooed  to  build  up  a 
mannfactnre,  and  are  to  be  retained  to  estab- 
lish a  monopoly ;  for  if  gentJemen  refuse  to 
abolish  them  in  relation  to  coarse  cottons,  we 
can  never,  hereafter,  expect  to  have  them  abol- 
ished in  any  case  whatever. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  said  that  to  his  mind 
it  was  perfectly  clear  that  this  bill,  in  ita  pres- 
ent shape,  had  not  a  single  feature  to  recom- 
mend it  to  tbe  favor  of  any  but  the  ftst 
friends  of  the  American  Byat«m.  It  is  neitiier 
more  nor  less  than  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Eeutacky  reduced  to  the  form  of  a 
law.  It  takes  off  the  duties  altogether  from 
almost  the  entire  mass  of  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles, snch  as  tea,  ooffee,  sploea,  fruits,  and  a 
hundred  other  articles  of  taxury,  and  redncea 
them  to  almost  nothing  on  silks  and  wines, 
while  it  leaves  the  protected  artioles  almost  nn- 
tooched,  or  with  additional  burdens  thrown 
npon  them.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  afibrda 
no  relief  whatever  to  the  South.  It  only  ag- 
gravates the  ii^ustlce'  of  which  we  complain. 
It  throws  the  whole  burden  of  federal  taxation  on 
the  very  articles  the  duties  upon  which  operate 
as  a  tax  on  Sonthem  capital  and  labor,  and  as  a 
bounty  upon  the  industry  and  capital  of  an- 
other section  of  the  Union.  The  passage  ot 
snch  a  bill  as  this  would  Mily  be  regarded  as 
the  consummation  of  the  protecting  policy.  It 
leaves  no  hope  for  the  niture.  It  must  rivet 
npon  the  conntry,  irretrievably  and  forever,  a 


.glc 


ABRIDaMRNT  OV  THB 


TitTarif- 


STstom  whicb  he  diil  moat  coiucieiitioujlj  be- 
lieve was  hostile  to  tbe  geoeral  welfare — ut- 
terly nucoDstitutioual— and  destructive  of  the 
Iwet  iDterests  and  dearest  rigbta  of  the  plaata- 
tiiin  States.  The  geutlemsD  from  Keutuckj 
bad  eipreased  a  hope— ^loabtless  most  »incerel; 
entertained — that  the  SooiL  would  receive  this 
bill  as  a  peace -offering,  founded  on  couoeseion 
and  compromise ;  and  be  had  kindl;  tendered 
hia  advice  that  we  should  go  home,  and  but  to 
our  coDstituenU  that  we  had  aocomplished  all 
that  we  had  a  right  to  expect ;  that  our  griev- 
ances were  redressed ;  and  thns  the  country 
wonld  be  once  more  restored  to  barmon;  and 
peace.  Let  me  tell  that  gentleman,  sir,  that  if, 
with  my  convictions  of  the  true  charact«'  of 
this  bill,  I  oould  go  to  my  oonstitaents  with  nicb 
langnage  on  my  lips,  I  should  go  home  "  with 
a  lie  in  my  month."  No,  sir  I  when  I  spealt 
on  SDcb  a  sul^ec^  I  shall  speak  the  honest  oou- 
victlous  of  my  mmd ;  and  shall  be  oonstrainad, 
hovever  relactantly,  to  declare,  as  I  now  do  in 
the  jpreeenoe  of  this  House,  my  country,  and 
my  Qod,  that  the  American  sysUm  has  became 
the  setUed  policy  of  the  country ;  that  the 
hopes  of  the  South  are  at  an  end ;  and,  as  far 
as  their  prosperity  is  dependent  on  federal  leg- 
Wation,  their  ruin  aeolea. 

Mr.  Bbown  said,  before  the  question,  was 
taken  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  then  nn- 
der  consideration,  he  felt  tJiBt  it  was  dae  to 
those  whom  be  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent in  that  body,  and  likewise  to  himself,  to 
explain  the  motives  which,  on  the  most  delib- 
erate oonuderation,  would  indnoe  him  to  vote 
in  opposition  to  the  bilL  This  be  wonld  do  in 
a  very  few  words.  If  the  question  had  been 
broiwbt  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
aession,  he  should  have  avejled  bimself  of  the 
occasion  to  have  eipressed  his  views  generally 
on  a  subject  of  such  deep  and  momentous  in- 
terest to  the  country.  To  consume  time  in 
nnprofitsbte  discussion  at  that  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  would  be  as  little  in  accordance 
with  his  feelings,  as  it  would  be  respectful  to 
the  bod;  whicb  he  addressed.  He  had  felt  the 
most  anxious  solicitude  that  some  adjustment 
of  this  question,  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, should  be  made  before  tne  adjonmment 
of  Oongress.  -  Influenced  by  a  spirit  of  that 
kind,  be  had  come  to  the  determination  to  Tot« 
for  tbe  bill  which  bad  passed  the  House  of  Bep- 
reaentatives,  unless  made  more  objectionable  by 
amendments  in  the  Senate.  He  admitted  that 
the  bill,  aa  it  came  from  the  House  of  Renre- 
sentHtives,  stopped  for,  vbry  far,  short  of  reduc- 
ing the  revenue  to  that  stsiiaard  which  the 
oonditioQ  of  our  fiscal  affairs  required,  and 
which  justice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Union 
demanded.  Bat  it  proposed  b  reduction,  and, 
from  the  best  examination  he  had  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject,  a  sul>stantial  reduction,  on 
a  number  of  articles  whicb  entered  extensively 
into  the  consumption  of  the  whole  agricultnrid 
I>ortion  of  tbe  Southern  States.    It  bad  been. 


said  by  one  honorable  Senator,  in  tbe  CMmi 
this  debate,  that  votinc  Ibr  tbe  bill,  isf  — 
from  the  House,  would  ooncede  the  a 
tional  right  of  tbe  GoverBin«tit  to  poles  ■» 

ufacturea.  He  (Ur.  B.)  viewed  tbe  rabject  ii  ' 
a  very  different  light.  He  had  jet  lo  Im  ' 
upon  what  principle  it  was  anooDstttntioBilli 
vote  for  a  bill  diminishing  the  burdeosofb 
constituents,  and  the  effect  of  wbidi  woiidit 
to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the  system.  la  upit*- 
ing  bis  intention  to  vote  for  tbe  bill  la  it  ox 
from  the  House^  he  wished  it  to  be'dixjaali 
understood  that  he  should  not  have  nHorted 
it  as  a  Tneasore  of  ooaprotniae.  Tbq  ui» 
authority  to  oompromise  the  limits  of  iIm 
constitnents  on  great  qaestions  dsik^  aiWi^ 
their  interests.  Kor  would  be,  if  itepawM 
tbe  authority,  exwcise  it  in  retereoce  U  Ita 

He  was  hostile,  on  prindple,  to  the  vM 
protecting  system;  and,  while  he  waaboaoM 
wiUi  a  seat  in  that  body,  he  wonld  eootritat 
his  humble  efforts,  on  all  proper  occtsm " 
eradicate  fWm  our  laws  a  pnnciple  tIMI' 
believed  incompatible  with  the  eali^tw^ 
spirit  of  tbe  age,  and  of  free  GoTemnieiit_  I^ 
much  he  bad  deemed  it  hia  dnty  to  ssf  in  n' 
erenoe  to  tbe  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Him 
He  would  now  asngn,  in  a  very  few  word^* 
reasons  which  would  in&aence  hiin  to  nc 
against  it,  as  amended  by  the  Senate.^ 
amendmenta  had,  in  his  opinion,  dMnf" 
whatever  of  value  was  contained  in  tb«  V&.M 
increasing  the  duties  on  the  protected  vtiw 
and  be  viewed  its  passage,  in  its  presentd^  j 
as  substantially  re-enacting  some  of  the  **  I 
obnoxious  features  of  the  tariff  of  1SS&  I 

He  must  be  permitted,  with  great  drfew"  I 
to  the  opinions  of  the  nu^ority  of  the  Seufi 
who  thought  differentiy,  to  express  hi*  Kp* 
that  any  addition  bad  been  made  to  tfa«  nK> 
duties  proposed  by  the  bill  from  tbe  Bonw' 
Representatives.  To  that  body  the  (ow^ 
tion  had  peculiarly  given  tbe  power  tp  origin* 
bills  on  Uie  delicate  and  interesting  qaestiw* 
taxation.  It  emanated  directly  from  the  p* 
body  of  the  people,  and  was  presumed  to  Kf 
resent  fairly  their  wishes  in  relation  to  tW 
sut^eot^  and  it  bad,  by  a  most  dedded  m^ 
ity,  expressed  its  opinion  in  favor  of  artdo™" 
of  duties.  The  extraordinary  qwctscle  »■ 
presented  in  our  oountry  of  continuog  a  ■p''' 
of  unjust  and  oppresmve  tAiation,  not  "^ 
for  by  the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  bat  to  «^ 
efit  a  few  monopolists.  He  hoped  thit  W^ 
tioe,  intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the  p^ 
wonld  correct  iJiis  evil,  and  save  ,tbs  f°^ 
from  tbe  disastrons  oonseqoences  "'■'^'i: 
likely  to  result  from  persevering  in  ■»''> '  ^ 

Mr.  OLiT  made  a  few  remarb  ia  f^' 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  131  *• 
passed  by  tbe  following  vote : 

Yws.— Mesws.  B^  Benton,  Bncb«r,ChwW 
Clsy,  Clayton,  Dallss,  Dickeraon,  Sadkr,  ■**• 
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hVtta. 


[Sruiv. 


Toot,  FrcUnghuraao,  Hendricka,  HtD,  Holmm,  John- 
tail,  Xnigiit,  MuGj,  NbdiUii,  Prenliaa,  RobUna, 
lobinaoD,  Roggle^  Baymoar,  SEbbee,  Smltb, 
IpruiM,  Tipton,  TomUiuoit,  Wutnman,  Webuer, 
Wilkiiw— 8S. 

Nats. — Kenm.  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Forajtb,  Gmn- 
Ij,  Hajne,  Kane,  King,  Hanjum,  Uiller,  Moore, 
'oindexter,  Tuewell,  !^up,  Tjlar,  While— 16. 


TiiMniT,  Jnly  10. 
Thi  Ami  Veto. 
A  HeMge  was  reoeired  fkxjm  the  Preaident 
rf  the  noitMl  State*,  retnrning  the  act  to  mod- 
ff  and  ooatinoe  the  act  to  inoorpontA  tbe 
nbaoriben  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea, 
nth  his  objeotioiis  to  the  same.* 


*  Tk*  rcMsH  (It«  bf  U*  Pnridnt  te  ntonliv  Uia  lot 
iHb  htaoltfHtlaiu  to  It,  «M«,  iMMmUr,  In  tba  greater  put, 
it  iUM  whlcb  had  bean  arged  la  tlw  daborata,  and  arm 
aaanlBs  aad  tent  aaoUaaad  piarloiia  dbaaidDBa  an  Iha 
mat,  ar  miawal  at  tba  ehaitar,  aad  vhlob  appear  la  thit 


■a  aamig  Uam  ofa  nav  Ual.  frovtac  oat  of  tha  dadsloB 
'tbeBaprenMCooR  of  tba  Unltad  Stalai  la  IkTor  of  tbo 
aattlMtiatialltT  sf  iba  Baak,  bj  wUab  dnUua  ba  raAuad 
•  bg  beaad,  aad  la  wUsh  t(  ll  rifbt  to  |lTe  blj  awn  vurdi, 
aJDUowa: 
It  ll  malatUMd  br  tba  adTMalaa  ef  tba  tnuk,  tbat  lla 
■mtlMtloiMlItr.  la  all  Ita  fcatarafc  oubt  lo  ba  oDDridarid 
a  aitUad  br  pawsaihRt,  aad  br  tba  daaUaa  af  tba  Baprama 
>Hut.    TaUikDaBdiiJaDlaaBaManaDt    HarajmoedaDt 

..  ^ »  of  antbodt*,  aad  ibaaW  notbanard- 

_  lauaraoBtltathnalj»war,ei«tptirb*n 
H  o(  tba  paapla  aod  tba  jiataa  can  ba  aoaald- 
.~«  _.i,..UIad.  SofvOvm  IblabatailbeoaaaaothU 
■blaet-  aa  argaaaat  afalait  tba  baak  mtcbt  ba  baasd  as 
aaaaduL  OBaCoa«raaa,lpini,dactiMtD&*«t«raba>ik; 
>wtbar,lBiail,daad»dKibiat  IL  Oaa  Coaana,  In  IBU, 
itddrd  ifilHt  ■  bank;  anotbtr.  In  181^  deoldad  In  [la  lb- 
—   *""■-"■ ■" 'Ji,  tbenlS>rs,  tba  preordanla 


ban  from  that  aoafaa  vara  eaaat.  If  va  naort  to  the 
kita^  tba  axpreailona  aflwlkadTik  Jodlelal,  ud  uaauUia 
iplalaaa  a^art  Ua  baak  Stn  baaa,  ptobabi*,  lo  Uwaa  !n 
ta  kvar,  aa  (bar  M  oat.  Hare  li  BatUag  In  preeedaat, 
bamkre,  wbtcb.  If  Ito  sntboltr  vara  adoUwd,  •oatat  to 
»tebbikio7^tb<aotbaltonmi. 

If  lb*  opinloB  of  tba  Baprame  Coart  aoTarad  tba  sbole 
iroaikd  ot  tbia  eat,  It  oofbt  not  la  oaatrol  ttaa  oo-ordlnitB 
Htlieridtaof  tbia  flonmaaDl.  Tba Congreaa,  tba  Eiaeu- 
Ua.  aad  tba  eoart,  Dut  aaeh  br  Itulf  be  rildsd  by  ita  own 
T^ahiB  tt  ikaaapatHMtaa.    latb  pnblle  oOoar  wbotahea 

on  IE  at  ba  nndantaadatvandnot  M  It  fanndantood^ 
tben.  ItlaaiDMb  tbadn^oribanoaaaof  Kapnaaata- 
In^  oftba  Srnale,  aad  of  tba  Fnaldant,  to  daaUa  DDon  the 
suUutlonaUlj  ttnj  bill  »t  laaslntlon  wblob  mar  1m  pla- 
nted la  tbam  Ibr  paaiag*  oi  apprOTal,  aa  It  li  of  tba  M- 
t«aa  Jodfea,  wban  H  ma*  ba  GrooiAt  beft>re  tbam  fiir 
■dMal  doAlon.  Tba  oplufan  if  tba  Jadgaa  baa  ao  mora 
atborttj  orar  GongraM  tban  tba  Dplmon  of  Gongnaa  baa 
rar  tba  Jadgea;  aad  on  tbat  point  Iba  PnaldanE  la  Inda- 
andtatafbotb.  Tba  aatbarltr  of  Iba  Snpnma  Ooort  moat 
at,  tbarabn,  ba  paraltlad  to  ooatiol  tba  Coafraa  or  tba 
IieesUn,  wbaaaotiiigla  thrlrlegleUttTe  EapiielUai.bntU 
Biaaaly  •■ablalliianaaia  tbalbreaof  tbelrraaaoIlDgmar 


RUad  tbat  lU  Iba  IkalnHi  of  tMa  eurporatlon  era  eompatl- 
la  witb  tba  eeoatlUiiloB,  It  li  true  Hut  tk*  eoan  We 
dd  that  (ba  law  InaornoraUaf  tba  bank  la  a  ooHlllBllonal 
[andaa  of  pawar  bj  CeagriM.  Bat  taking  into  Tie*  tba 
'boia  nptnlDi  af  tba  oonrt,  aod  tba  laaaoalng  by  wbleb  tbar 
(TO  eoaaa  lo  tbat  aanelniloa,  1  andacaiaad  tbam  to  ba>g 


Mr.  Wkbstbb  said  that  the  coDstitution 
made  It  the  dntj  of  the  Uonse  to  which  Bnch 
oommnnicatioD  was  mode,  on  receipt  of  it, 
to  OBiiBe  it  to  be  recorded  at  lengtli  on  ita 
jonmali,  and  then  soleninlf  to  take  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  act  shall  becume  a  law,  tht 
President's  olgectiuDS  to  the  contrarj  notwith- 
standitiK.  The  ooastitntion  prescribes  that  the 
House  shall  proceed  to  this  aeoiaioit  thereupon. 
It  was  the  practice  of  Oongrew  to  give  a  proper 
time  for  the  transcript  of  Uie  Messiige,  and  for 
a  respectful  ooDBideration  <>f  the  Dabject.  In 
cases  of  teas  importance,  it  was  the  ouatom  to 
proceed  immediatel;  to  the  duciiiion.  Bot,  in 
this  case,  it  was  respectful  to  tlie  President,  to 
the  length  of  the  paper  which  had  been  read, 
to  the  high  character  of  the  Tarions  topica 
which  it  embraced,  and  to  the  general  impor. 
tance  of  the  satjeot,  that  the  Senate  shonld 
assign  sach  day  and  honr  for  taking  tho  Message 
into  consideration,  as  wonld  be  agretable  tinder 
the  existing  circnmstanoes.  PresDmino;  that 
the  pre^ding  officer  woold  dirmt  tl^e  Message 
to  be  entered  on  the  jonmala,  be  wonld  now 
move  to  poa^ne  the  fnrther  consideration  of 
.u: .:__  until  eleven  o'clock  to-mor- 


The  motion  waa  agreed  t< 


Weditisiiat,  July  II, 
The  Bank  Vtto. 

The  honr  of  eleven  hariiw  arrived,  the  Ben- 
at«  proceeded  to  the  conditeration  of  the  bill 
for  renewing  and  modifying  tiie  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  Message 
of  the  Preaideat  of  the  United  States,  assigning 
his  reasons  for  reftuing  to  approve  and  sign 
the  same.  And  the  question  being  on  pasting 
the  bill,  said  objections  notwithstanding, 

Mr.  WssaTEB  nfse,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  no  one  will  deny  the  high  im- 


a  naasMUT  and  pnttw  for  carrTlng  tboaa  pair, 
otloa.'    Baring  laaifled  tbaaualrei  tbat  tba 


tlon."  ''BBt,''iarIbe/,'>wben  tbo  tavliBot  prstalUtad, 
and  M  reaJlf  ealoolatad  to  aflbet  any  of  tha  oblooti  IntmaCad 
to  tha  Sanromsnl,  to  nndarUka  hers  to  Isonlra  Into  tba 
degraa  of  Iti  DaooAltr,  wnold  ba  Co  paae  tba  lina  vhleb  dr- 
eomaorlbaa  tbajndLoUJ  departmont,  and  to  traad  on  laglala- 
tlia  ground." 
Tba  priaolpla,  bare  afBimed.  la,  tbat  tba  "dagrea  ofltan^ 
SMlt;,^  iBiolring  Bll  tba  datalli  of  a  baoklug  InatitDtlOB, 

-■ r.-..,_  •-.  i_..i..i OBitdaralloB.    A 

ca  of  tba  laglala- 

.-  tbat  purtleBlBI  power, 

pririlega,  ar  aiainptloD,  la  "Daoaaaarr  and  proper*'  to  an^ 
Me  tba  baak  to  diMhirn  Ita  dntlea  to  iba  OonroBant; 
and  ftom  tbalr  daoUoa  ibara  la  no  appaal  to  tba  oourta  or 
lulloa.  Uadar  tba  dedaloB  of  Iba  Suprama  Coart,  tbara- 
Ibra.  It  la  tba  «idBil*e  arorlBea  of  Cangraa  aad  tba  Prail. 
daat  lo  daolde  wbatbar  tba  pMlloalar  Ibaloraa  oftbla  aet  are 
"  neaaaaaTT  Bad  proper,"  In  ordaT  to  enaUa  tbe  bank  to  par- 
anCrudaT " 


ogle 
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portonce  of  th«  Bobject  now  before  us.  Goo- 
greK,  after  fall  deliber^iou  ind  disciUBion,  has 
pasBed  a  bill  for  extending  the  dnration  of  the 
Baolc  of  the  tJiiited  Stateo,  bj  decidre  mqori' 
ties  in  both  Hoaees.  Jt  has  adopted  this  meas- 
ure not  ■until,  its  attention  bad  been  called  to 
the  sutiject  in  titno  snecessive  annnal  Ueasages 
of  the  Preeident.  The  bill  baring  been  thoa 
passed  by  both  Hoasea,  and  havina  been  dol; 
presented  t«  the  President,  instead  of  uaniog 
and  approving  it,  he  has  relnroed  it  wiu  ob- 
jections. Theee  otnections  go  agunst  the 
whole  aabatance  of  the  law  uriginally  creating 
the  bank.  Thej  den;,  in  effect,  that  the  bank 
ifi  coDBtitntion^ ;  the;  den;  that  it  is  ezpe- 
^nt ;  they  deu j  that  It  ia  nMeasair  for  the 
pnbUo  service. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  conatitntion 
gives  the  President  the  power  whiob  he  has 
now  exercised ;  bat,  while  the  power  is  admit- 
ted, the  grounds  npon  which  it  has  been  exert- 
ted  become  fit  snc^ects  of  examination.  The 
oonstitntion  makes  it  tlie  dutj  of  Coogreas,  in 
eases  like  this,  to  reconsider  the  measure  which 
the;  have  passed,  to  weigh  the  foroe  of  the 
President's  objections  to  that  measure,  and  to 
take  a  new  vote  upon  the^nestion. 

Before  the  Senate  proceeds  to  tids  second 
Tote,  I  propose  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
these  olyectionB.  And,  in  the  first  place,  it  ia 
to  be  observed  that  the;  are  such  as  to  extin- 

Kiah  all  hope  that  the  pfbaent  bank,  or  an; 
nk  at  all  resembling  it,  or  resembling  an; 
known  similar  institntion,  can  ever  receive  his 
approbation.  He  states  uo  terms,  no  qualifica- 
tions, no  conditions,  no  modifications^  which 
can  reconcile  him  to  the  eeseutial  providons  of 
the  existing  charter.  He  is  against  the  bank, 
and  agunst  an;  bank  constituted  in  a  manner 
known  either  to  this  or  an;  other  conntr;.  One 
advantage,  therefore,  is  certainl;  obtuned  b; 
presenting  him  the  bill.  It  hu  oauaed  his  sen- 
timents to  be  made  known.  There  is  no  longer 
an;  myater;,  no  longer  a  contest  between  hope 
and  fear,  or  between  those  prophets  who  pre- 
dicted a  veto,  and  those  who  foretold  an  ap- 
proval.  The  bill  is  negatived ;  the  President 
has  Bssmned  the  responsibillt;  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  bank ;  and  the  conntr;  must  pre- 
pare iteelf  to  meet  that  change  in  its  concerns, 
which  the  expiration  of  the  charter  will  pro- 
duce. Hr.  Preudent,  I  will  not  conceal  m; 
opinion  that  the  affairs  of  this  conntr;  are  ap- 
proaching an  important  and  dangerous  crisis. 
At  the  ver;  moment  of  almost  unparalleled 
general  prosperit;,  there  appears  an  unacooant- 
able  disposition  to  destroy  uie  moat  useful  and 
'  most  approved  institutions  of  the  Government. 
Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  in  the  midst  of  all  this 
national  happiness,  that  some  are  found  openi; 
t«  question  the  advantagea  of  the  constitution 
itself;  man;  more  reod;  to  embarrass  the  exer- 
cise of  its  just  power,  weaken  its  authority,  and 
undermine  its  fonndations.  How  far  tlieae 
notions  ma;  be  carried,  it  is  impossible  ;et  to 
say.    We  hare  before  as  the  praoUoal  reenlt  of 


ooa  of  them.    The  bank  has  &llea,  « ii  I 

fall. 

It  is  now  oertMn  that,  without  ■  dnop  i 
oar  public  coundls,  this  bank  will  aotbtoa 
tinned,  nor  will  any  other  be  estabUdied,¥bi. 
according  to  the  general  aenae  and  UiuiuBd 
mankind,  can  be  entiUed  to  the  name,  ii  dm 
years  ai^  nine  months  from  the  present  mt- 
ment,  the  charter  of  the  bank  eipirei;  lidi 
that  period,  therefore,  it  mnst  windnpiticBi- 
cems.  It  mnst  cidl  in  its  debta,  wilbdnvi 
bills  from  circulation,  and  cease  fram  tl  is 
ordinary  operations.  All  thia  is  tobe^ii 
three  years  and  nine  monthe ;  because,  dlka^ 
there  is  a  provisloa  in  the  charter  rendsai) 
lawful  to  nse  the  corporate  nameiortwo^ 
after  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  vet  tbt 
allowed  only  for  the  purpose  of  aoita,  mUl 
the  sale  of  the  estate  belonging  to  t^  ta^ 
and  for  no  other  pnrpoae  whatever.  TIhiiUi 
active  baainees  of  the  bank,  ita  cnstodj  rf  |A 
lie  depoMts,  its  transfera  of  public  luMiej^iK 
dealing  in  exchange,  all  its  loans  and  diato^ 
and  aU  its  issues  of  bills  for  circuladm,  irt 
cease  and  determine  on  or  before  theSdd^frf 
March,  1836;  and,  within  the  sanieperiod,i 
debts  must  be  collected,  aa  no  new  oootnciM 
be  made  with  it,  as  a  corporation,  for  ttn* 
newal  of  loana,  or  discount  of  noM  m  A 
after  that  time. 

The  President  ia  of  opinion  that  tliutiati 
long  enouRfa  to  close  the  conoema  of  th«  ii<)- 
tution  without  inconvenience.  His  IsnpV 
ia:  "The  time  allowed  the  bank  to  d<«i* 
concerua  is  ample,  and,  if  it  has  been  ^^i*' 
a^,  its  pressure  will  be  light,  and  f«»1^ 
in  case  its  management  has  been  bad.  If*^ 
fore,  it  shall  prodnee  diatreaa,  the  bolt  will  * 
its  own."  Sir,  this  U  all  no  more  than  gw* 
atatement,  without  fact  or  argnment  to  HOT*! 
it,  "We  know  what  the  managemeBt  rf « 
bank  has  been,  and  we  know  the  present  tt* 
of  its  affairs.  Wecan  judge,  therefore,  wli«u" 
it  be  probable  that  its  ci^iital  can  beill<*"' 
in,  and  the  circulation  of  its  bills  witUn*^ 
in.three  years  and  nine  montJia,  by  anj  toi* 
tion  or  prudence  in  management,  *>^'*'S^ 
dncing  distress.  The  bank  has  disoooaW  I* 
erall;,  in  oonmliance  with  the  wants  of  tH 
oommnnity.  The  amoont  dne  to  it  on  jo* 
and  discounts,  in  oertidn  large  divisions  of  * 
conntr;,  is  great ;  BO  great,  th^  I  do  not  p» 
ceive  how  any  man  can  believe  thst  ite«" 
paid  within  the  time  now  hmited,  withoot  w 
tress.  Let  ns  look  at  known  facta,  im 
millions  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  are  no'  A 
on  loans  and  diaoonnts,  in  tJie  Stat«9  •>'''' 
Uiasisaippi  and  its  waters :  ten  of  iheas  o^ 
on  the  discount  of  bills  of  exchnwe,  w«V 
and  domestic,  and  twenty  millions  jotnM* 
promissory  notes.  Now,  sir,  how  i* ''  P*** 
that  this  vast  amount  can  be  coll««»  "• " 
short  a  period,  without  suffering,  by  ttj  ^ 
agement  whatever  t  We  are  to  reaieiDber™> 
when  the  collection  of  this  debt  b««ioa,  ^ 
same  time  the  existing  medium  m  j*P^ 
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that  ia,  the  droolstjon  ot  the  billj  of  the  bank, 
will  begin  tlto  to  be  reetr^ned  Bad  withdrawn. 
and  tbm  the  meooe  of  pajment  moet  be  limit«a 
just  when  the  neeeaaity  of  making  pajroent  be- 
eotnem  premng.  The  whole  debt  ts  to  be  paid, 
and  within  the  same  time  the  whole  dronlation 
vitbdrawn. 

The  loeal  banks,  where  there  are  •och,  will 
be  able  to  afibrd  little  asriatanoe ;  beoaose  tiia; 
themselTefl  will  fed  a  fiill  ahare  of  the  presaure. 
ThAT-  wilt  not  be  in  a  condition  to  extend  their 
disconnta;  but.  In  all  probabililj,  obliged  to 
vortail  them.  Whence,  then,  are  the  meina  to 
eome  for  paring  tbia  debt,  and  in  what  mediom 
la  paTinent  to  be  made  f  If  all  tbia  ma^  be 
done,  iritb  bat  alight 


ftf  How  ia  it  to  be  done!  What  other  thirtj 
milUoiia  are  to  anppljr  the  place  of  these  thirtj 
minion^  now  to  be  oalleil  in?  What  other 
fliroolatian  or  medinin  of  pajment  ia  to  be 
adopted,  in  the  place  of  the  billa  of  the  bank  t 
The  ICeseage  foUowing  a  ain^lar  atr^n  of  ar- 
gnmeat  which  had  been  oaed  in  thia  Honae,  haa 
a  loud  lamontaUiHt  npon  the  anfforing  of  the 
Weatem  States,  on  ocooant  of  their  being 
obliged  to  pay  even  interest  on  thia  debt.  Thia 
Bayment  of  intereat  la,  ibielt  represented  aa  ex- 
iMAiatiBg  their  meana,  and  ruinous  to  their  pros- 
perity. Bat  if  the  intereat  cannot  be  i»ud 
withont  preasnre,  nan  both  interest  and  prinoi- 
m1  be  paid  in  foar  years  without  pressure  I 
The  tmth  is,  the  interest  has  been  pud,  ia  paid, 
and  may  cootinae  to  be  pud  widioat  any  pres- 
aure at  all ;  because  the  money  borrowed  ia 
profitably  employed  by  those  who  borrow  it, 
and  the  rate  of  interest  which  they  pay  is  at 
least  two  per  oent  lower  than  the  actual  Talue 
of  money  in  that  part  of  the  country.     But  to 

Sy  the  whole  principal  in  leas  than  four  yeara, 
ling,  at  the  eame  time,  the  etistiug  and  ac- 
oostomed  means  and  facilities  of  payment  cre- 
ated by  the  bank  itself,  and  to  do  this  without 
extreme  embarrassment,  without  absolnte  dia- 
treea,  is,  in  my  judgment,  impossible.  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  Bay,  that,  as  this  veto  travels  to  the 
West^  It  will  depreciate  the  value  of  every 
man's  pronerty,  from  the  Atlantic  States  to  the 
capital -of  Missouri.  Its  effeote  will  be  fdc  in 
the  price  of  lands,  the  great  and  leading  article 
of  Western  property ;  in  the  price  of  crops ; 
In  the  products  of  labor ;  in  the  repression  of 
Werprise;  and  in  embarraasmeDt  to  every 
Und  of  busineas  and  occnpatioo.  I  take  this 
opinion  atruugly,  tiecause  I  nave  no  doubt  of  ita 
truth,  and  am  willing  its  correctness  should  be 
Jni]^  by  the  event.  Without  personal  ac- 
qnamtanoe  with  the  Western  States,  I  know 
enongh  of  tielr  condition  to  be  satisfled  with 
what  1  havepredioted  must  happen.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  West  arc  rich,  but  their  riches  oon- 
^st  in  their  immense  qnantitlea  of  excellent 
laud.  In  the  prodacts  of  Uiese  lands,  and  in  their 
•pirit  of  enterprise.  The  actual  value  of  money, 
M  rate  of  interest,  with  them  ia  high,  because 
«iwr  pecuniary  capital  bears  Uttle  proportion 


to  their  lauded  intereat  At  an  average  rate, 
money  is  not  worth  lees  than  eight  per  cent, 
per  annum  throughout  the  whole  Weetem 
country,  Dotwithstooding  that  it  has  now  a 
loan^  or  an  advance,  from  the  bank  of  thirty 
millLOna,  at  ax  per  cent  To  oall  in  this  loan 
at  the  rate  of  eight  millions  a  year,  in  addition 
to  the  interest  on  the  whole,  and  to  take  away, 
at  the  aame  time,  that  oiroulBtlon  which  oon- 
atJtotea  so  great  a  portion  of  the  medium  ot 
payment  throngbont  that  whole  region,  is  an 
(qwratiim  whicn,  however  wisely  oondnoted, 
cannot  but  inflict  a  blow  on  the  community  of 
tremendona  force  and  frightful  oonseqnencee. 
The  thing  cannot  be  done  without  distress, 
baakmptoy,  and  rain  to  many.  If  the  Preaidenl 
bad  seen  any  practicable  manner  in  which  thia 
change  might  be  effected,  without  producing  - 
these  consequences,  he  would  have  rendered 
infinite  aervioe  to  the  oommnnity  by  pointing 
it  out.  Bnt  he  has  pointed  out  nothing,  he  has 
suggested  nothing ;  he  conteute  hlms^  witb 
saying,  without  giving  any  reason,  that  if  the 

fressnre  be  heavy,  the  fault  will  be  the  bank's. 
hope  thia  is  not  merely  an  attempt  to  forestall 
opinion,  and  to  throw  on  the  hank  the  re^Kin- 
Bibility  of  those  evils  which  threaten  the  coun- 
tiy,  for  the  sake  of  removing  it  from  himaelf. 

The  responsibility  Justly  liea  with  him,  and 
there  it  ought  to  remun.  A  great  m^ority  of 
the  people  are  satisfied  with  the  bonk  as  it  ia, 
and  aedrons  that  it  abould  be  continued.  They 
wished  BO  change.  The  strength  of  this  public 
sentiment  has  carried  the  bill  trough  Congress, 
against  all  the  influence  »f  the  Adminietratian, 
and  all  the  power  of  orgauiEed  party.  Bnt  tlie 
President  has  undertaken,  on  bis  own  reepomd- 
bility,  to  arrest  the  measure,  by  refti^ng  his 
assent  to  the  bill.  He  is  answerable  for  the 
oouaequences,  tlierefore,  which  neoessgrily  fol- 
low the  change  which  the  expiration  of  the 
bank  charter  may  produce :  and  if  these  eon- 
aeqnences  shall  prove  diaostroaB,  tbey  can  fairly 
be  aaoribed  to  nis  policy  only,  and  to  the  pol- 
icy of  his  Administntion. 

As  to  the  time  of  pasung  this  bill.  It  would 
seem  to  be  the  lost  thing  to  be  thought  of  as  a 
ground  of  objection  bj  the  Preudent;  sinoe^ 
from  the  date  of  his  first  Uessage  to  the  present 
tune,  he  has  never  failed  to  call  our  attention 
to  the  sabjeet  with  all  poseible  apparent  ear- 
nestness. So  early  aa  December,  1BS9,  in  his 
Message  to  the  two  Boaees,  he  declares  that  be 
"cannot,  injustice  to  the  parties  interested,  too 
soon  present  the  subject  to  tlie  deliberate  con- 
sideration of  the  LegialaCnre,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  evils  resulting  flrom  predpitaney,  in  a  meea- 
ure  involving  auoh  important  piinoiplea  and 
such  deep  peonniary  intereele."  Aware  of  thia 
early  invitation  given  to  Oongreas  to  take  up 
the  subject,  by  the  President  himsdf^  the  writer 
of  the  Message  seems  to  vary  the  gronnd  of  ob- 


tirae  of  bringing  forward  t 
premature,  to  insist,  rather,  that,  after  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  tne  other  Honse^  tba 
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bank  shonld  hare  withdrawn  ita  applieat^on  for 
tbe  present  I  Bat  that  report  mers  do  Just 
KTOond,  snrelj,  for  sach  withdrawal.  The  sub- 
ject WM  before  Congmaa  \  it  was  for  Oongress 
to  decide  upon  it,  wiUi  all  tbe  light  shed  bj  the 
report ;  ana  the  qneetfon  of  poBtponenient  was 
lost,  having  been  made  in  botn  Houses,  bj 
clear  m^orities  in  each.  Under  snch  circQiU' 
stanoea,  it  would  have  been  sontewbat  singular, 
to  saj  the  least,  if  the  bank  itself  had  with- 
drawn ita  application.  It  is  indeed  known  to 
everybody,  that  tbe  report  of  the  committee, 
or  any  thing  oonttuned  in  that  report,  was  very 
little  relied  on  by  the  opposers  of  the  renewal. 
If  it  has  been  diaoovered  elaewbere  that  that 
report  oontained  matter  important  in  itself,  or 
which  sboald  have  led  to  further  inqniiy,  it 
may  be  proof  of  snperior  sagacity;  but  cer- 
tainly no  such  thing  was  disoemed  by  either 
Honse  of  Ooogress. 

But,  sir,  do  we  not  now  see  that  it  was  time, 
and  high  time  to  press  this  bill,  and  to  send  it 
to  the  President}  Does  not  the  event  teach  as 
that  the  measnre  was  not  bronght  forward  one 
moment  too 'early  t  The  time  had  come  when 
the  people  wiah«d  to  know  the  deoiwon  of  the 
Administration  on  the  question  of  tbe  bank. 
Why  conceal  it,  or  postpone  its  declaration! 
Why,  ai  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  give  one  set  of 
opinions  for  the  North,  and  another  for  the 
South  I 

Ad  important  election  is  at  hrmd,  and  tbe 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter  is  a  pending  object 
of  great  interest,  and  some  excitement.  Sboald 
not  the  opinions  of  men  high  in  office,  and  can- 
didates for  re-election,  be  known,  on  this  as  on 
other  important  public  qneetionsf  Certdnly, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people  of  tbe  United 
States  are  not  yet  mere  man -worshippers,  that 
they  do  not  choose  their  rolers  witbont  some 
record  to  their  political  prinetples,  or  political 
opinions.  "Were  tbey  to  do  this,  it  would  be 
to  subject  themselves  voluntarily  to  the  evils 
which  the  hereditary  transmission  of  power, 
independent  of  all  personal  qualifications,  in- 
flicts on  other  nations.  They  will  jndge  their 
public  servants  by  thdr  acta,  and  continue,  or 
withhold,  tbeir  confidence,  as  they  shall  think 
it  merited,  or  as  tbey  shall  think  it  forfeited.  In 
every  point  of  view,  therefore,  the  moment  had 
arrived,  when  it  became  the  duty  of  Congreea 
to  come  to  a  result  in  regard  to  this  highly  im- 
portant measnre.  The  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the. interest  of  the  people,  the  clear  and 
indispntable  voice  of  pablio  opinion,  all  called 
npon  ConEress  to  act  without  farther  loss  of 
time.  It  Las  acted,  and  its  act  has  been  neg- 
atived by  the  Present;  and  this  result  of 
tbe  proceedings  here  places  the  question,  with 
all  Its  connections  and  all  its  incidents,  fully 
before  tbe  people. 

From  tlie  commencement  of  the  Government 
it  has  been  thought  desirable  to  invite,  rather 
than  to  repel,  tbe  introduction  of  foreign  cap- 
ital. Our  stocks  have  all  been  open  to  foreign  . 
■abscriptions,  and  the  State  banks.  In  like  man- 
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ner,  are  free  to  foreign  ownership.  WhsKis 
State  has  created  a  debt,  has  been  willzogtk 
foreigner  should  became  pnn^aser^  sid  ih- 
sirons  of  it.  How  long  is  it,  sir,  hdm  Cc» 
grees  itself  passed  a  law,  vesting  new  pown 
m  the  President  of  the  United  Statce  onr  th 
cities  in  this  District,  for  the  very  purpmrf 
increasicg  their  credit  abroad,  the  bour  B 
enable  them  t«  borrow  money  to  pay  their  ak- 
aeriptiona  to  the  Ohesapeake  aod  (M)  (Mf 
It  is  easy  to  say  that  there  b  danger  to  blcnr, 
danger  to  independence,  ih  a  bank  op«nlak- 
eign  stockholders — because  it  is  easyiDi^ti; 
thing.       But    neither    reascm   nor  GipaiHi 

E roves  any  ench  danger.  The  foreign  M^ 
older  cannot  be  a  director.  Has  no  tmm  n> 
in  tbe  choice  of  directors.  His  money  is|tel 
entirely  in  the  management  of  tbe  i^recUn 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Benalf  laHf 
the  American  stockholders.  80  far  utbmi 
dependence,  or  inflnence,  either  w^,  it  ilk 
tbe  disadvantage  of  tbe  foreign  stodboUsi 
He  has  parted  with  the  control  over  bii  M 
property,  instead  of  exercising  ocmlrtd  are'it 
property  or  over  the  actions  of  othen.  id, 
sir,  let  it  now  be  added,  in  farther  uuintfe 
this  whole  class  of  objectiona,  that  eipolM 
has  abundantly  confuted  them  all.  Tbiili*'' 
omment  bae  existed  forty-three  yean,  tni  ka 
maint^ed,  in  full  being,  and  apeniaL  1 
bank,  snoh  as  is  now  proposed  to  be  rami 
for  tbirty-aix  years  out  of  the  forty-dim.  •• 
have  never  for  a  momen^tutd  a  bank  MtM^ 
Ject  to  every  one  of  these  obJeolioDS.  At*9 
foreigners  mi^^t  be  stockhidders ;  al««jif»- 
eign  stock  has  been  exempt  from  State  tm 
tion,  as  mnoh  as  at  present ;  always  tba  M 
power  and  privileges;  always  all  thatvliickii 
now  oallea  a  "monopoly,"  a  "gTst*''Ji°' 
"  present,"  has  been  possessed  by  tha  W^ 
And  yet  there  bas  been  found  no  danger UiA- 
erty,  no  introduotJon  of  foreign  inflneooe,  Ml 
no  accnmnlation  of  irreep<»ieihle  povw  iii 
few  hands.  I  cannot  but  hope,  thereftK,  <^ 
tbe  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  «• 
yield  up  their  Jadgment  to  those  notims,  *iu> 
would  reverse  all  our  past  eiperienoe,  ai  p» 
suade  ns  to  discontinue  a  useful  i^'"^ 
from  the  influence  of  ragne  and  nnfouW 
declamation  against  its  danger  to  tbt  polA 
liberties. 

I  now  proceed,  sir,  to  a  few  remsito  "P* 
the  President's  oonstitutitmal  objectiont lotN 
hank ;  and  I  cannot  forbear  to  say,  ia  f4P 
to  them,  that  he  appears  to  me  to  hi(*  ■*' 
snmed  very  extraordinary  grosnds  <rf  '*•* 
ing.  He  denies  that  tbe  oonstitBtiDiiili?^J^ 
bank  in  a  settled  question.  If  it  beDat,*iB* 
ever  become  so,  or  what  disputed  qtw^*** 
be  settled)  I  have  ab-eady  observed,  >'>*'*' 
thirty-siz  years  out  of  the  forty-three.  *a^ 
which  tbe  Government  has  been  in  l>*^' 
bank  has  existed,  such  as  is  now  popow  ■ 
be  continued. 

As  early  as  1191,  after  gT«at  ddibenM 
the  first  bank  ohart«r  was  pused  by  CstpA 
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^dod  approved,  bj  Preddwt  WnahinghHi.     It 
^atablUbed  'an  instltatioD,  rsMmbliog,  in  all 
iJiiiiggsowolijeotad  to,tliei)reseQtbaiik.    That 
**— "^,  like  this,  ooold  take  lands  in  parment  of 
its  debU;  that  diarter,  lite  the  present,  gave 
tJ^e  States  no  power  of  taxation ;   it  allowed 
fareignera  to  hold  stock,  it  reatraJned  Oongreaa 
fi-om  oreattDg  other  banks.    It  ^ve,  also,  ez- 
olntdve  privil^ras,  and  in  til  parbcnlarB  it  was, 
mooordiog  to  ^e  doctrines  of  the  Messase,  as 
objectionable  as  that  noir  eiiatjtig.    The  conk 
oontinaed  twenty  years.    In  1S16,  the  present 
imatitntion  was  established,  and  has  been  ever 
nnoe  in  fall  operation.    Now,  sir,  the  qnestion 
a€  the  power  of  Congrees  to  create  aacli  insti- 
ttitions  has  been  contested  in  ererj  manner 
known  to  our  oonstitntion  and  laws.     The 
forma  of  the  Government  furnish  no  new  mode 
in  which  to  Uj  this  qnestion.    It  has  been  dis- 
«iiaaed  over  and  over  again,  in  Oongress :  it  has 
been  ai^ed  and  solemnly  adjodged  in  the  Su- 
preme  Oourt ;    every   President,  except   the 
prceent,  has  considered  it  a  letUed  question; 
many  of  the  State  L^islatnrea  have  inatnieted 
tb^  Senators  to  vote  for  the  bank ;  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  States,  in  every  instance,  have 
swported  its  constitnttonality ;    and,  t>ef ond 
alldoabt  and  dilate,  the  general  pnblio  opin- 
ion of  the  country  has  at  all  times  given,  and 
does  now  give,  its  fnll  sanotion  andapproba- 
tioD  to  the  exercise  of  this  power  as  being  a 
eoUBtdtntJonal  power.    There  has  been  no  opin- 
ion questioning  the  power,  expressed,  or  inlj- 
imat«d,  at  any  time,  by  either  House  of  Con- 
KresB,  by  any  President,  or  by  any  reepectable 
Jndieial  trihnn^    Now,  sir,  if  this  practioe  of 
near  forty  years,  if  these  repeated  exertions  uf 
the  power,  if  this  solemn  a^jndioation  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  with  the  cwtcurrence  and  ap- 
probation of  pnblio  opinion,  do  not  settle  the 
question,  how  is  any  qnestion  ever  Co  be  set- 
tled, about  whi^  any  one  may  choose  to  ruse 
■  doubt  t    The  argnment  of  the  Kessage,  upon 
the  oongrewonal  precedents,  is  either  a  bold 
and  gross  fkllaoy,  or  else  it  ia  an  assertion  with- 
out pro(^  and  agaiost  known  fiicta.    The  Mes- 
sage admits  that,  in  1791,  Congress  decided  in 
favor  of  a  bank ;  but  it  adds  that  another  Oon- 
greaa,  in  1811,  decided  against  it    Now,  if  it 
be   meant,   that,  in    1811,   Congress    dedded 
uiainat  the  bank  on  constJtntiontJ  ground,  then 
toe  assertion  is  wholly  incorrect  and  against 
Botorionn  facts.    It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
many  ntembers  in  both  Houses  voted  aguost 
the  bank  in  ISll,  who  bad  no  doubt  at  all  of 
the  oonstitntional  power  of  Congress,      They 
were  Mitlrely  governed  by  other  reasons  given 
at  the  time.    1  appeal,  sir,  to  the  honorable 
member  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  who  was 
then  a  member  of  the  Seniate,  and  voted  against 
the  bank,  whether  he,  and  others  who  were  on 
the  same  side,  did  not  give  those  votes  on  other 
well-known  gronnda,  and  not  at  aU  on  the  con- 
stitutional ground. 

(Mr.  SiUTR  here  rose,  and  sud  that  he  voted 
against  ttw  bank  in  1811,  but  not  at  all  on 


constitntional  ^onds,  and  had  no  doobt  snch 

was  the  case  with  other  members.] 

We  all  know,  sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  the  faot 
to  be  as  the  gentleman  '&om  Maryland  haa 
stated  it.  Every  man  who  recollects,  or  who 
has  read  the  political  occurrences  of  that  day, 
knows  it.  Therefore,  if  the  Message  intends  to 
say  that,  in  1811,  Congress  denied  the  existence 
of  any  such  constitutional  power,  the  declora- 
tioQ  is  unwarranted — is  altogether  at  variance 
with  the  bete.  I^  on  the  other  hand,  it  only 
intends  to  say  that  Congress  decided  against 
the  proposition  then  before  it,  on  some  other 
grounds,  then  it  alleges  Uiat  which  is  nothing 
at  all  to  the  purpose.  The  argument,  then, 
either  assumes  for  truth  that  which  is  not  true. 
or  else  the  whole  statement  is  immaterial  and 
futile.  But,  whatever  value  others  may  attach 
to  this  argument,  the  Message  thinks  so  higldy 
of  it,  that  it  proceeds  U>  repeat  it.  "  One  Con- 
gress," it  says,  "in  1815,  decided  against  a 
bank ;  another,  in  1616,  decided  in  its  favor. 
There  is  nothing  in  precedent,  therefore,  which, 
if  its  authority  were  admitted,  ongbt  to  weigh 
in  flavor  of  the  act  before  me."  New,  sir,  since 
it  is  known  to  the  whole  country,  one  cannot  bat 
wonder  how  it  should  remain  unknown  to  the 
Preddent,  that  Congress  did  not  decide  against 
a  hank  in  181G.  On  the  contrary,  that  very 
Congress  passed  a  bill  for  creating  a  bank  by 
very  large  m^orities.  In  one  form,  it  is  true, 
the  bill  failed  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  the  bill  renom- 
mittad,  and  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  to  thirty-nine.  There  is, 
therefore,  not  only  no  solid  ground,  but  not 
even  any  plausible  pretence,  for  the  assertion 
that  Oougreea,  in  181S,  decided  against  the 
bank.  That  very  Congress  passed  a  bill  to 
create  a  bank,  and  its  deciuon,  therefore,  is 
precisely  the  other  way,  and  is  a  direct  practi- 
cal precedent  in  tavor  of  the  constitntional 
power.  What  are  we  to  think  of  a  constitu- 
tional argatnent,  which  deals  in  this  way  with 
historical  facta!  When  the  Message  declares, 
as  it  does  declare,  that  there  is  notiung  in  prec- 
edent which  ought  to  'weigh  in  flavor  of  the 
power,  it  sets  at  uaught  repeated  acts  of  Con- 
gress affirming  the  power,  and  it  also  stotee 
other  acts  wmch  were,  in  £act,  and  which  are 
well  known  to  have  been  direotly  the  re- 
verse of  what  the  Message  repreeents  them. 
There  is  not,  sir,  the  slightest  reasoo  to  think 
that  any  Senate,  or  any  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea,  ever  assembled  under  the  oonstitution, 
contained  a  m^ority  that  doubted  the  oonstitu- 
tipual  existenoe  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  a  bank.  Whenever  the  qnestion  haa 
arisen,  and  has  been  decided,  it  has  been 
alwaysdecidedone  way.  The  legislative  prece- 
dents all  assert  and  maintain  the  power;  and 
these  legislative  precedents  have  been  the  law 
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tof  legislative  preoedeuta  wbaUver.  But  the 
President  does  not  ftdmit  the  authority  of  prec- 
edent. Sir,  I  have  alw&^s  found  tjiat  those 
who  habitaall7  den7  moat  Tehementlf  the  gen- 
erd  force  of  preoedeat,  and  assert  moat  strongly 
the  mpnmaoj  of  private  opinion,  are  yet,  of  fJl 
men,  moA  tenacious  of  tiiat  very  authority  of 
precedent  trhsnever  it  happens  to  be  In  dieir 
favor.  1  beg  leave  to  bA,  dr,  npon  what 
ground,  ezoepE  that  of  precedent,  and  prece- 
dent alone,  the  President  s  friends  have  piaced 
his  power  of  removal  &om  office.  No  aocb 
power  is  given  by  the  constitntion  in  terms, 
nor  anywhere  intiinated  thft>Dghoat  the  whole 
of  it;  no  pantgnipb  or  clanse  of  that  inatrn- 
ment  recognizee  such  a  power.  To  say  the 
least,  it  is  aa  qnestionsble,  and  has  been  aa  often 
questioned,  as  the  power  of  Oongrese  to  create 
a  bank ;  and,  enlightened  by  what  has  passed 
Tinder  onr  own  observation,  we  now  see  that  it 
is,  of  all  powers,  the  moat  capable  of  flagrant 
abase.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  again,  what  becomes 
of  thig  power,  if  the  anthority  of  precedent  be 
taken  away  t  It  haa  all  along  been  denied  to 
exist,  it  is  nowhere  fonnd  in  the  constitntion, 
and  its  recent  exercise,  or,  to  call  things  by 
their  right  names,  its  recent  abuse,  has,  more 
than  any  other  single  cause,  rendered  good 
men  ^ther  coot  in  their  affections  towards  the 
Government  of  their  country,  or  doubtful  of  its 
long  continuance.  Yet  this  power  has  prece- 
dent, and  the  President  exercises  it.  We 
know,  sir,  that  witbont  the  tud  of  that  prece- 
dent, his  acts  could  never  have  recelvM  the 
sanction  of  this  body,  even  at  a  time  when  his 
voice  was  somewhat  more  potential  here  than 
it  now  le,  or,  as  I  trust,  ever  again  will  be. 

Does  the  Preddent,  then,  r^ect  the  author- 
1^  of  all  precedent,  except  what  is  suitable  to 
hia  own  pnrposes  to  use!  And  does  be  use, 
without  Btint  or  measure,  all  precedents  which 
may  acgment  bis  own  power,  or  gratify  bis 
wishes  !  But  if  the  President  thinks  lightly  of 
the  anthority  of  Congress,  in  construing  the 
constitution,  he  thinks  still  more  lightly  of  the 
anthority  of  the  Supreme  Court  He  asserts  a 
right  of  individnd  judgment  on  oonstitutional 
questions,  which  is  totally  inconsistent  with 
any  proper  administration  of  the  Government, 
or  any  regnlar  execntion  of  the  laws.  Social 
disorder,  entire  uncertainty  in  regard  to  indi- 
vidual rights,  and  individual  duties,  the  cessa- 
tion of  legal  authority,  confusion,  the  dissola- 
tion  of  free  Government — all  Uiese  are  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  principles  adopt- 
ed by  the  Uessage,  whenever  they  shall  be 
carried  to  their  full  extent.  Hitherto  it  has 
been  thought  that  the  final  decision  of  oonstitu- 
tional questions  belonged  to  the  supreme  judi- 
cial tribnnal.  The  very  nature  of  free  Oovem- 
ment,  it  has  been  supposed,  epjoins  this :  and 
oar  constitution,  moreover,  has  been  under- 
stood BO  to  provide,  dearly  and  expressly.  It 
is  true  that  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  has 
an  undoubted  right,  in  the  exercise  of  its  fano- 
tiouB,  to  oonmder  the  constitutionality  of  a  law 


proposed  to  be  passed.  This  is  Dotorallj  a  p*! 
of  its  duty,  and  neither  branch  can  be  compriM 
to  pass  any  law,  or  do  any  other  act,  wbifh  I 
deems  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  Its  cotutb 
tional  power.  ThePresident haa theaaiDeri|U 
when  a  bill  is  presented  for  his  approval ;  for  ht 
is,  doubtless,  bound  to  consider,  in  all  turn. 
whether  such  will  be  oompadble  with  the  cos- 
stitntion,  and  whether  he  can  approve  it  ee>- 
Hstently  with  his  oath  of  office.  But  when  ■ 
law  has  been  passed  by  Congress,  and  iqqmovfd 
by  the  Premaent  it  is  now  no  longer  in  &» 
power,  either  of  tbe  same  President,  or  bii  ne- 
cessors,  to  say  whether  the  law  is  oonatitntwai 
or  not.  He  la  not  at  liberty  to  difi-egsrd  it; 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  feel  or  to  affect  "  eoufi- 
tutional  scmpjea,"  and  to  rat  in  judgment  M»- 
self  on  the  validity  of  a  statute  of  tha  Goven- 
ment,  and  to  nullify  it  if  he  so  ohooaes.  AJUi 
a  law  has  passed  throngh  bD  tlie  re^jniBtt 
fbrms ;  after  it  has  receiv^  the  requisite  1«^ 
lative  sanction  and  the  Executive  approval,  tiv 
question  of  its  constitntionality  then  beccanesi 
Judicial  question,  and  a  judicial  question  akae 
In  the  courts,  that  qneation  may  be  nkel, 
argued,  and  adjudged;  it  can  be  a^jnd^cdae- 
where  else. 

The  President  is  as  mncb  bound  by  the  In 
as  any  private  citizen,  and  can  no  more  eaaiet 
its  v^idity  than  any  private  citizen.  He  n^ 
refuse  to  obey  tbe  law,  and  so  ma;  a  privilt 
citizen ;  but  both  do  it  at  tbeir  own  peri],  «j 
neither  of  them  can  settle  the  question  of  ik 
validity.  Tbe  President  may  aay  a  law  is  ra- 
oonstitutional,  but  be  is  not  tbeindfe.  IFk* 
is  to  decide  that  question!  The  jadiciarv, 
alone,  possesses  this  unquestionable  and  biib- 
erto  unqnestioned  right.  The  judiciary  istW 
constitutional  tribnn^  of  appeal,  for  the  citi- 
aens,  againat  both  Congress  and  the  Ezecotin, 
in  regard  to  tbe  constitntionality  of  laws.  It 
has  this  jurisdiction  expressly  conferred  upas 
it ;  and  when  it  has  decided  the  queation,  iit 
Jndgment  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  d 
judgments  that  are  final,  and  from  which  then 
IS  no  appeal,  be  conclusive.  Hitherto,  tha 
opinion,  and  a  correspondent  practice,  bsvi 
prevailed  in  America,  with  all  wise  and  conaid- 
erate  men.  If  It  were  otherwise,  there  would 
be  no  government  of  laws ;  but  we  should  iS 
live  under  the  government,  the  rule,  the  ca- 
prices of  individuals.  If  we  depart  trota  tbt 
oiiservance  of  these  salutary  principles,  iht 
Executive  power  become*  at  once  j)urelj  des- 
potic ;  for  the  President,  if  the  principle  and 
the  reasoning  of  tbe  Message  be  aonnd,  nnj 
either  execute,  or  not  execute,  the  laws  of  A* 
land,  according  to  bis  soverei^  pleasure.  B« 
may  refuse  to  put  into  execntion  one  law,  pre- 
nounoed  valid  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  execnte  another,  'vrhich  mq 
have  been,  by  oonstitutional  authority,  pn»- 
nounced  void.  On  the  a^nment  of  the  Ho- 
sage,  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  boldft 
under  a  new  pretence,  a  dispenaing  power  over 
the  laws,  as  absolute  as  was  claimed  by  JanM 
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tlie  Second  of  Engluid,  a  month  before  he  was 
oompelled  to  fl;  Uie  kingdom.  That  which  u 
■S.OW  claimed  for  the  Preaident  is,  in  truth,  noth- 
^Mig  l«aa,  and  nothing  else,  than  the  old  dispeng- 
ing  power  asserted  b;  the  Kings  of  Eaglaud  in 
%lia  worst  of  times — the  very  olimBX,  indeed,  of 

aH.  the  prepoaterons  pretenuou  of  the  Tador 

^ind  the  Htaart  races. 

Aooording  to  the  doctrines  pat  forth  b;  the 

X^reaident,  ^though  Oongreas  ma;  have  pused 

&  law,  and  although  the  Supreme  Conrt  mtj 


pleaaare,  wea  fit  to  den;  its  effect ;  in  other 
'^w^rda,  to  repeal  and  annul  iL  Sir,  no  Presi- 
dent, and  no  pahlio  man,  ever  before  advanced 
Boch  doctrines  in  the  ftioe  of  the  nation.  There 
never  was  before  a  moment  in  which  an;  Pres- 
ident wonld  have  been  tolerated  in  asserting 
anach  a  claim  to  despotic  power.  After  Oon- 
gresa  bu  paased  the  law,  and  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  has  prononneed  its  Indgment  on  the  vbij 
point  in  oontroversj,  the  President  has  set  np 
nis  own  private  judgment  against  its  constitu- 
tional interpretation.  Jt  is  to  be  remembered, 
nr,  that  it  is  the  present  law,  it  is  the  act  of 
1816,  it  is  the  preaent  charter  of  the  banlc, 
-wbioh  die  Preriaent  pronounces  to  be  unoon- 
•titution^  It  is  DO  bank  to  be  created.  It  is 
no  law  proitosad  to  be  passed,  which  he  de- 
nounces ;  it  is  the  law  now  existing,  passed  b; 
Congreas,  approved  b;  Preaident  Haaisoo,  uid 
•onctiooM  b;  a  solemn  jodgment  of  the  Bn- 
preme  Conrt,  which  he  now  declares  nnoonsti- 
tntional,  and  which,  of  course,  so  far  as  it  maj 


Mned,  there  is  an  end  of  all  law  aud  all  judi- 
cial authority.  Statutes  are  but  recommenda- 
tions, Judgments  no  more  than  opinions.  Both 
are  equally  destitute  of  bindiug  force.  Bocb  a 
nniversal  power  as  ia  now  claimed  for  him,  a 
power  of  jndffing  over  the  laws,  mi  over  the 
deciMoni  of  the  tribunal,  is  nothing  else  than 
pure  despotism.  If  oonosded  to  him,  it  makes 
him,  at  onoe,  what  Louis  the  Fourteenth  pro- 
daimed  himself  to  be,  when  he  said,  "  1  am  t^ie 
State." 

The  Supreme  Court  has  unanimoosly  de- 
clared and  adjudged  that  the  existing  bank  is 
created  by  a  constitutional  law  of  Congress. 
As  has  been  t>efore  observed,  this  bank,  so  for 
as  tlie  present  qnestion  is  concerned,  is  like 
thu  which  waa  established  ia  1791  by  Wash- 
ington, and  sanotioned  by  the  great  men  of 
diat  da;.  In  every  form,  therefore,  in  which 
Om  question  can  be  rused.  It  has  been  raised, 
and  Lag  beea  settied.  Every  process,  and  ever; 
mode  of  trial  known  to  the  constitution  and 
laws,  has  beeu  exhausted ;  and  always,  and 
withoat  exception,  the  validity  has  been  in 
finor  of  the  law.  Bnt  all  this  practice,  all  this 
pi«oedent,  all  tiiis  public  approbation,  alt  this 
solemn  abjudication  directiy  on  the  point,  is  to 
be  disregarded  and  rejected,  and  the  constitn- 
tional  power  flati;  denied.    And.  sir,  if  we  are 


startied  at  this  conclosion,  onr  surprise  will  not 
be  lessened  when  we  examine  the  argument  bj 
which  it  is  rauntained.  B;  the  constitation, 
Congress  is  authorized  to  pass  all  laws  "  neces- 
sary and  proper  "  for  carrying  its  own  legisla- 
tive powers  mto  effecL  Oongress  has  deemed 
a  bank  to  be  "  necessary  and  proper  "  for  these 

Eurposes,  and  it  has,  therefore,  established  a 
auk.  But  althoagh  the  law  has  been  passed, 
and  the  bank  established,  and  the  oonstita- 
tion^  validity  of  its  charter  solemol;  adjodged, 
yet  the  Pre^dent  pronounces  it  unconstitu- 
tional, because  some  of  the  powers  bestowed 
on  the  bank  are,  iu  hie  opinion,  not  necessary 
orpropN.  It  would  appejir  that  powers  which, 
in  1791  and  1816,  in  the  time  of  Washington, 
and  in  the  time  of  Uodison,  were  deemed  "  ne- 
cessary and  proper,"  are  no  longer  to  be  so 
regarded,  and  therefore  the  bank  is  unconstitu- 
tional. It  has  really  come  to  this,  that  the 
oonstitutionality  of  a  bank  is  to  depend  upon 
the  opinion  which  one  particular  man  ma; 
form  of  the  utility  or  necessit;  of  some  of  the 
olanses  of  its  charter.  If  tliat  indiridual 
chooses  to  think  that  a  particular,  power  con- 
tained in  the  charter  is  not  nece^ar;  to  the 
proper  constitution  of  the  bank,  then  tiie  act  is 
unconstitutional. 

Hitherto  it  has  a]wa;8  been  supposed  that 
the  question  was  of  a  ver;  difibrent  nature.  It 
has  been  thooght  that  the  policy  of  grantiag  a 
particular  charter  may  be  materially  dependent 
on  the  stmotare.  Hud  organization,  and  powers, 
of  the  proposed  institution.  Bat  its  genera] 
constitutionality  has  never  before  been  under- 
stood to  turn  on  such  points.  This  would  be 
malting  its  const  itntionality  depend  on  sulxirdi- 
nate  questions,  on  questions  of  expediency,  and 
qnestions  of  detail ;  upon  that  which  one  man 
may  thiolc  necessary,  and  another  may  not.  If 
the  constitutional  question  were  made  to  hinge 
on  matters  of  this  kind,  how  conld  it  ever  be 
decided !  All  would  depend  on  conjecture,  on 
the  complexions!  feeling,  on  the  pr^ndices,  on 
the  pasnona  of  Individnola ;  or  more  or  lees 
practical  skill,  or  correct  judgment,  in  regard 
to  banking  operations,  among  those  who  should 
be  the  judges;  on  the  impuke  of  moineotar; 
interest,  party  objects,  or  personal  purposes. 
Put  the  question,  in  this  manner,  to  a  court.of 
seveu  judges,  to  decide  whether  a  particular 
bank  was  constitutional,  and  it  might  be  doubt- 
ful whether  they  conld  come  to  any  resiUt,  as 
the;  migtit  well  hold  very  vorions  opinions  on 
the  practical  utility  of  many  clauses  of  the 
charter. 

The  question,  in  that  case,  would  be,  not 
whether  the  bank,  in  its  general  fVame,  charac- 
ter, and  objects,  was  a  proper  instrument  to 
csrry  into  effect  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  whether  the  particular  powert^ 
direct  or  incidental,  conferred  on  a  particular 
bank,  were  better  calculated  than  all  others  to 
give  sncceM  to  its  operations.  For  if  not,  then 
the  charter  would  be  unwarranted,  according 
to  thb  sort  of  reasoning,  by  the  constitution. 
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This  mode  of  constnung  the  oonBtitatioii  ie  oer- 
tunly  a  novel  disoovery.  Its  merits  belong  en- 
tlrel;  to  dte  President  Bud  his  adviBere.  Ao- 
oordiog  to  this  rale  of  ioterpretatioD,  if  tlie 
IVesident  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  CApital 
of  the  bank  was  larger,  hj  a  thousand  dollara, 
than  it  ooght  to  be ;  or  that  the  time  for  the 
ooatinnaoce  of  the  charter  was  a  year  too 
long;  or  that  it  was  niinecesssry  to  reaaire  It, 
jm&r  peoalt;,  to  pa;  specie  j  or  neealess  to 
provide  for  puDishing,  as  foi^ry,  the  connter- 
feiliiiK  of  its  bills;  either  of  these  resisons 
would  be  safficient  to  render  the  charter.  In  his 
opinion,  nnooustitatioaa],  iuTalidj  and  nngo- 
tory.  This  is  a  legitimate  conclnsioii  from  the 
nrEnment.  Baoh  a  view  of  the  eat|ieot  has  cer- 
tainly never  before  been  taken.  This  strun  of 
reasoning  has  hitherto  not  been  heard  within 
the  Halb  of  Coogrees,  nor  has  any  one  ven- 
tured upon  it  before  the  tribunals  of  justice. 
The  first  ezhibition,  its  first  appearance,  as  an 
argument,  is  in  a  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  According  to  that  mode  of 
oonetruing  the  constitution,  which  was  adopted 
by  Oongreas  in  1791,  and  approved  by  Wash- 
inictoii,  and  which  has  been  Bauotioned  by  the 
..  Igment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  affirmed 
ij  the  practioe  of  near  fort;  ;ears,  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  in- 
volves two  inquiries:  first,  whether  a  bank,  in 
its  general  character,  and  with  regard  to  the 
general  objects  with  which  banks  are  nsoally 
connected,  be,  in  itself  a  fit  means^  a  suitable 
instrument,  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Qovemment.  . 

If  it  be  so,  then  the  second,  and  the  o|il; 
other  qnestion  is,  whether  the  powers  given  in 
a  partionlar  charter  are  appropriate  for  a  bank. 
If  they  are  powers  which  are  appropriate  for  a 
hank,  powers  which  Oongress  may  fairly  con- 
sider to  be  nsefnl  to  the  bank  or  the  country, 
then  Congress  may  confer  these  powers;  be- 
cause the  discretion  to  be  exercised  in  tteiaiag 
the  constitution  of  the  bank  belongs  to  Con- 
grees.  One  man  may  think  the  panted  pow- 
ers not  indispensable  to  the  particular  hank ; 
another  may  suppose  them  iniadicious,  or  inju- 
rious; a  third  ma;  imagine  that  other  powers, 
if  granted  in  their  stead,  would  be  more  bene- 
ficial ;  but  all  these  are  matters  of  expediency, 
about  which  men  ma;  difier;  and  the  power 
of  deciding  upon  them  belongs  to  Congress. 
I  again  repeat,  sir,  that  i^  for  reasons  of  this 
kino,  the  President  sees  fit  to  negative  a  bill, 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  inexpedient  or  im- 
politic, ho  has  a  right  to  do  so;  but  remember, 
sir,  that  we  are  now  on  the  constitution  si  ques- 
tion. Bemember,  that  the  argument  of  the 
President  is,  that  because  powers  were  given 
to  the  bank  by  the  charter  of  1B16,  which  he 
thinks  not  necesBsary,  that  charter  is  unconsti- 
tutional. Now,  sir,  it  will  hardly  be  denied, 
or-  rather  it  was  not  denied  or  doubted  l^efore 
this  Message  came  to  us,  that,  if  there  was  to 
be  a  bank,  the  powers  and  duties  of  that  bank 
must  be  prescribed  in  the  law  creating  IL    No- 


bod;  but  Congress,  it  has  be«D  thongfat,  eoli 
gruit  these  powers  and  privileges,  or  pntmbe 
their  limitations.  It  is  true,  indeed,  tLittk 
Message  pretty  plain);  JnUmUea  that  the  Pm- 
dent  should  have  been  first  consulted,  sod  M 
he  should  have  had  the  framing  of  tba  Ui 
but  we  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  that  oiAr  d 
things,  in  enacting  laws,  nor  do  1  ksur  i 
paraTlel  to  this  cMm,  thas  now  brougbt  kh 
ward,  except  that,  in  some  peculiar  cm  is 
England,  highly  affecting  the  rojal  pnTOfk- 
tives,  the  assent  of  the  monarch  is  dmsmij, 
b^ore  either  the  Honse  of  Peers  or  hb  H^ 
ty's  fsithfol  ConmionB  are  permitted  t*  i* 
upon  the  sulject,  or  to  entertain  its  ooEuid(f» 
tion.  But  supposing,  sir,  (hat  oar  aocoMBii 
forms  and  onr  republican  prindples  ara  Hilh 
be  followed,  and  that  a  law  creating  a  buk  i^ 
like  all  other  lawa,  to  orl^ato  with  CoBgro^ 
and  that  the  President  has  nothing  to  do  nit 
it  till  it  is  presented  for  his  approval,  tlm  il> 
clear  that  the  powers  and  dnties  of  a  pioinEd 
hank,  and  all  the  terms  and  coDditicns  vMi 
to  it,  must,  in  the  first  phwe,  be  settled  brC«- 
gress.  This  power,  if  constitutional  at  lO,  ii 
only  constitutional  in  the  bands  of  CmgraL 
Anywhere  else,  its  exercise  would  be  jhm 
usurpation.  I^  then,  the  aathority  to  iiek 
what  powers  ought  to  be  gTBnt«d  to  a  bsok  (•- 
long  to  Congress,  and  Oongress  shall  hsTe  a- 
ercised  that  power,  it  would  seem  little  b«M 
than  absurd  to  say  that  ita  act,  neverttekOi 
would  be  unconstitutional  and  invalid,  iS,  '* 
the  opinion  of  a  third  party,  it  had  mi^ndgt^ 
on  a  question  of  expediency,  in  the  airap- 
ment  of  details.  According  to  such  anw*^ 
reasoning,  a  mi^ake  in  the  exercise  of  juK^ 
tion  takes  away  the  jurisdiction.  If  CcsfM 
decide  right,  its  decision  ma;  stand ;  if  it  ie- 
cide  wrong,  its  dodsion  is  nugatoi;;  "^ 
whether  ita  deciuon  be  right  or  wrong,  snoto 
is  to  judoe,  although  the  original  power  ^ 
making  tne  decision  must  be  allowed  lo  t* 
eicluwvely  in  Oongress,  This  is  the  md  li 
which  the  argument  of  the  Message  wiU  Me" 
duct  its  followers.  Sir,  in  considering  theM- 
tliority  of  Congress  to  invest  the  buik  Vp 
the  particular  powers  granted  to  it,  the  inqiiiaT 
is  not,  and  cannot  l>e,  how  appropriate  tbtM 
powers  are,  but  whether  they  be  at  »li^>(«- 
priate;  whether  they  oome  within  tbertqp' 
ajust  and  honest  discretion;  whetherCoB(i* 
may  fairly  esteem  them  to  be  neoeeasry.  Be 
question  is  not,  are  they  the  fittest  aKSB^  <h 
best  roeana,  or  whether  the  bank  uiglil  lu*^ 
established  without  them;  but  the  qneetioB i^ 
are  they  such  as  Congress,  S«m  jMe,ni«y'*'' 
rewarded  as  appropnate  to  the  end.  If  "^ 
ouier  rule  were  to  be  adopted,  nothing  i^ 
ever  be  setUed.  A  law  would  be  wimia- 
tjonal  to-day,  and  unoonstitntional  tcMDOtn^ 
Its  constitutionality  would  altogether  depw 
upon  individual  opinion,  on  a  matter  of  ■>>* 
expediency.  Indeed,  sadi  a  case  asthstixw' 
actually  before  ns,  Mr.  Madison  deemrf  IK 
powers  given  to  the  bank,  in  its  pnsMl<ki^ 
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...  .He  held  the  bank, 

thereft»«,  to  be  oonatitntion^.  Bnt  the  pres- 
ent Preudent,  not  acknowledging  that  the 
powder  of  deciding  on  these  points  rests  with 
OonsTOBS,  nor  with  CoDgress  and  the  then 
FreaidenL  1>at,  setting  no  his  own  opinions  as 
the  standard,  dedares  the  law  now  in  being 
imeoiiatitDdonal,  because  the  powers  graiit«d 
by  it  are,  in  his  estimation,  not  neoessary  and 
proper.  I  pra^fo  be  Informed,  air,  whether, 
npon  ■imilu'  gronads  of  reasoning,  tlie  Presi- 
dent** own  sdieme  for  a  bank,  if  Congress 
Bhoald  do  so  nnllkelr  a  thing  as  to  adopt  It, 
^ould  not  become  luaonatitiitional  tXto,  if  it 
■honld  w  happen  that  tus  anooetsor  should  hold 
bU  bank  in  as  light  esteem  as  he  holds  tikose 
eatabluhed  Dnd«r  the  atuptoes  of  Washington 
■ikd  Madison. 

If  the  reasoning  of  the  Message  be  well 
(bnoded,  it  is  clear  that  the  charter  of  the  ex- 
iatiog  bank  ia  not  a  law.  The  bank  has  no  legal 
extfltence;  it  Isnot  reqionaibleto  QoTomment; 
it  bas  no  aothority  to  act ;  it  is  incapable  of 
being  an  af^t ;  the  President  maj  treat  it  as 
a  mulltv-  to-morrow,  withdraw  from  it  all  the 
pnblie  dspodts,  and  set  afloat  all  the  existing 
natloiul  arrangements  d  teveune  and  finance. 
It  is  raoagh  to  state  these  monstrons  oonse- 
qneuMO,  to  show  that  the  dootrin«,  principles, 
and  pretensions  <^  the  Ueesage  are  entirely 
intMHtsisteat  wiUt  a  GoTermnent  of  laws.  U 
that  whieh  Oongren  has  enacted  he  not  the 
lav  of  the  Uod,  then  the  reign  of  the  law  has 
ceaaed,  and  the  reiga  of  indiFidoal  opinion  has 
alread  J  began. 

What  ia  called  the  "  monopoly,"  is  made  tiia 
aabjeet  of  repeated  rehearsal,  In  t^nns  of  spe- 
oM  ooinplali^  By  this  "  monopoly  "  I  snp- 
poae  ta  nndarstood  the  restriction  contained  in 
the  charter,  that  Oongrees  shall  not,  daring  the 
twenty  jean,  ereate  anotiker  bank.  Now,  sir, 
let  me  ash,  who  would  think  of  creating  a 
bank,  inTiliiiK  stockhdders  into  it,  with  large 
investmenl^  Unpoaing  npon  it  heavy  duties,  as 
ooQiwcted  yrith  the  Ooremment,  receiving 
•ome  millions  <tf  dollars  as  a  bonus,  or  pre- 
miam,  and  yet  retalniog  the  power  of  grant- 
ing, the  next  day,  another  charter,  which 
would  destroy  the  whole  value  of  the  first ) 
li  this  be  on  nnconstitntional  restrunt  on  Con- 
greM,  the  oonatitntion  most  be  strangely  at  Ta- 
riaooe  with  the  dictates  both  of  good  sense  and 
sonnd  morals.  Did  not  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States  contun  a  similar  restriction  t 
And  hare  not  the  States  granted  bank  obar- 
tara,  with  a  condition  that,  if  the  charter 
shoold  be  accepted,  they  wonld  not  grant  oth- 
ers! States  bare  certainly  done  so;  and,  in 
wine  instaoces,  where  no  bonos  or  premium 
was  paid  at  all,  bat  from  the  mere  desire  to 
give  effect  to  the  charter,  by  inducing  individ- 
nals  to  accept  it,  and  arganize  t^e  institntlon. 
The  President  declares  that  this  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the  bank ; 
but  that  is  the  very  thing  whidt  Oongreas  and 
his  predecessor  in  office  were  called  on  to  de- 


cide, and  which  tbey  did  decide,  when  tlie  one 
passed,  and  the  other  approved  the  act.  And 
he  has  now  no  more  authority  to  prononnoe  his 
judgment  on  that  act,  than  any  other  individ- 
ual in  society.  It  is  not  his  province  to  decide 
on  the  conatitnti  Quality  of  statutes  which  Con- 
gress has  passed,  and  his  predecessors  approved. 
There  is  another  sentiment,  in  this  part  of 
the  Message,  which  we  should  hardly  have  ex- 
pected to  find  in  a  paper  which  Is  supposed, 
whoever  may  have  drawn  it  np,  to  have  passed 
nnder  the  review  of  professional  characters. 
The  Message  dedares  that  this  bmitation  to 
create  no  other  back  ia  nnconstitotional,  be- 
cause, although  Congress  may  use  the  discre- 
tion vested  in  them,  "  that  they  may  not  limit 
the  discretion  of  their  sacceasors."  This  rea- 
son ia  almost  too  superficial  to  require  an  an- 
swer. Every  one  at  all  accustomed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  such  snbjecta,  knows  that  every 
Congress  can  hind  its  sucoeasors  to  the  same 
extent  that  it  oan  bind  itself:  the  power  of 
Oongreaa  is  slways  the  same ;  the  authority  tit 
law  always  the  same.  It  is  true  we  speak  of 
the  twentieth  Congrem,  and  the  twenty-first 
Confess,  bnt  this  is  only  to  denote  the  period 
of  time,  or  to  mark  the  snccessive  periodical 
elections  of  its  members.  As  a  politic  body, 
as  the  le^^Blative  power  of  the  Government, 
Congress  is  always  continuous,  always  identi- 
cal.   A  puticular  Congress,  as  we  speak  of  it, 


chance  to  do  at  the  next  sesrion,  than  it  c 
restrun  any  succeeding  Oongress  from  doing 
what  it  may  choose.  Any  Congress  may  re- 
peal the  act  or  law  of  its  predecessor,  if  in  its 
nature  it  be  repealable,  just  as  it  may  repeal  its 
own  act ;  and  if  a  law,  or  an  act,  be  irrepeal- 
able  in  its  nature,  it  can  no  more  be  repealed 
by  a  subsequent  CongreM  than  by  that  which 
passed  it.  All  this  is  familiar  to  everybody. 
And  Congress,  like  every  other  Le^slature, 
often  psBsea  acts  which,  Wng  in  &n  notore  of 
grants,  or  contracts,  are  irrepealable  ever  afler- 


respect,  declares  that  this  reetriction  a 
power  of  Congress,  as  to  the  establishment  of 
other  banks,  is  a  palpable  attempt  to  amend 
the  constitution  by  an  act  of  legislation.  The  ■ 
reason  on  which  this  observation  purports 
to  be  founded,  ia,  that  Congress,  by  the  con- 
stitution, is  to  have  exclusive  legislation  over 
the  District  of  Colombia;  and  wnen  the  bank 
charter  declares  that  Congress  will  create  no 
new  bank  within  the  District,  it  annuls  the 
power  of  exdunve  legislation  1  I  must  say 
that  this  reasoning  hardly  rises  high  enourii  to 
entiUe  it  to  a  passing  notice.  It  wonla  be 
doing  too  much  credit  to  call  it  plauuble.  No 
one  needs  to  Iw  informed  that  exclnrive  power 
of  legislation  is  not  unlimited  power  of  legisla- 
tion ;  and,  if  it  were,  how  can  that  legislative 
power  be  unlimited  that  cannot  restrain  itself 
that  cannot  bind  itself  by  contract  I    Whether, 


eapsble  of  bindinc  itwif  bj  ordinarj  obligft- 
tion.  Svery  LegislntDre  binds  itself  wheneTer 
It  makM  a  grtuit,  enters  into  a  coDtraoL  be- 
BtowB  an  office,  or  does  any  other  act  or  thing 
which  is  in  ita  natore  irrepealable.  And  this, 
{□stead  of  detracting  from  its  legislative  power, 
la  one  of  the  modes  of  exen^eing  that  power. 
And  the  legldstive  power  of  Oongreea  over  the 
District  of  Ooluinbla  wonid  not  be  fall  and 
oomplete  if  it  might  not  make  jnst  aaoh  a  stip- 
ulation as  the  bft^  charter  conti^tu. 

I  bes  leave  to  repeat,  itr.  President,  that 
what  I  have  now  been  conridering  are  the  Pres- 
ident's oljJectioiiB  not  to  the  polic;  or  ezpedi- 
encj,  but  to  the  constitntlonalltj  of  the  bank ; 
and  not  to  the  conetitatioDalit;  of  any  new  or 
proposed  bank,  but  of  the  bank  as  it  now  is, 
and  as  it  has  long  e'sisted.  If  the  President 
had  declined  to  approve  this  UU  becanse  he 
thoDght  the  original  charter  nnwlselj  granted, 
and  the  back.  In  point  of  001107  sod  ezpedien- 
Or,  otfjectjonable  or  misohievons,  and  in  that 
view  only  had  so^ested  the  reasons  now  niged 
by  him,  his  a^nment,  however  iDconolnsive, 
woald  have  been  intelligible,  and  not,  in  its 
whole  frame  and  ec<^ie,  inconsistent  with  aU 
well-established  first  principles.  His  rejeotioa 
of  the  bill,  in  that  case,  wonld  have  been,  no 
doubt,  an  extraOTdlnary  exercise  of  power; 
bat  it  woold  bave  been,  nevertheless,  the  eier- 
csse  of  a  power  belonging  to  his  office,  and 
trusted  by  the  constitution  to  his  discretion. 
Bnt  when  he  puts  forth  an  array  of  argnmente, 
mch  OS  the  Message  employs,  not  Bgainat  the 
expediency  of  the  bank,  bat  i^ralnst  its  consti- 
tntdonal  existence,  tie  confounds  all  distinc- 
tions, mixes  qaestions  of  policy  and  i^nestions 
of  right  together,  and  tonis  all  constitntional 
restraints  into  mere  matters  of  opinion.  As 
fitf  as  Its  power  extends,  either  in  its  direct 
effects,  or  aa  a  precedent,  the  If  eseage  not  only 
nnsettles  every  thing  which  has  Iteen  settled 
under  the  constitution,  but  wonld  show,  also, 
that  the  constitntlon  Itself  is  ntterly  Incapable 
of  any  fixed  oonstmction,  or  definite  interpre- 
tation; and  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
establishing,  by  its  authority,  any  practical  lim- 
itations on  the  powers  of  the  re^)eetive  branoh- 
•a  of  the  Government. 

When  the  Ueasage  denies,  as  it  does,  the  au- 
thority (rftbe  Snpreme  Oonrt  to  decide  on  con- 
stitntional qnestions,  tt  efileots,  bo  far  as  the 
<minion  of  uie  Prerident  and  his  anthority  can 
■fibot,  a  complete  change  In  onr  Government. 
It  does  two  things :  first,  it  converts  a  oonsti- 
tntional  limitation  of  power  into  mere  matters 
of  opinion,  and  then  strikes  thejndicial  depart- 
ment, as  an  efficient  department,  ont  of  onr 
system.  But  the  Ueseage  by  no  means  stops 
even  at  this  point  Having  denied  to  Congress 
the  authority  of  Judging  what  powers  may  be 
oonstitntiooalty  conferred  on  a  hank,  and  hav- 
ing erected  the  Judgment  of  the  President  him- 
■uf  Into  a  standard  by  which  to  try  the  consti- 
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tDtional  charaoter  of  midi  poweta,  nd  M| 
denonnocd  the  anthorit;  of  the  SaprCBt  Om, 
and  decided  fln^  on  constitntional  qo«tia^ 
tiie  Message  proceeds  to  claim  fix  tin  Rw 
dent,  not  the  power  of  approval,  but  tha  fri- 
mary  power,  the  power  of  <vipii*tiiig  Im 
The  President  informs  Oongreas  thstbemril 
have  sent  them  such  a  charter,  if  H  bad  lea 
uvperly  asked  for,  «a  they  ongbt  to  ytmrn 
He  very  plainly  intimates  tbi^  in  ha  ofMi^ 
the  establishment  of  all  laws,  of  this  bmh, 
at  least,  belongs  to  the  fonctioaa  of  the  Em*- 
tive  Government,  and  that  OongrCM  os^  V 
have  waited  for  the  manlfeatftUon  of  dw  b 
ecntive  will,  before  it  preramed  to  toadi  At 
subject.  8nch,  Mr.  President,  etrtppfi6  of  tUr 
disgnisea,  are  the  real  pretences  set  np  ia  taUt 
of  the  Ezecntive  power  in  this  most  extnoA- 
nary  paper. 

Mr.  Preddent,  we  have  arrived  st  1  M 
epoch.  We  are  entering  on  experimnb  ilk 
tbt  Government  and  ue  conrtitntien  «(  Ai 
country,  bithoto  nntiied,  and  ot  fearMv' 
^ipalling  aspect  This  Meeeage  csBsoftefl* 
oontem^tfon  of  a  fiitare,  irhieh  littl*  mm- 
blee  the  past.  Its  prindplM  are  atvirvid 
all  that  pnblio  opinion  has  eostaiDcd,  *ai  il 
which  the  experience  of  the  Govenmcet  M 
sanctioned.  It  denies  first  prtncipla.  IX* 
tradiets  tmths  heretofore  received  asindbf* 
hie.  It  denies  to  the  Jndioiary  the  int«ii* 
tion  of  law,  and  demands  to  divide  wift  Q> 
greaa  the  origination  of  etatntes.  It  cil>* 
the  grasp  of  Executive  pretension  cttr  f^ 

fower  of  the  Government  Bot  this  is  •«** 
t,  presents  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  tb«  W* 
in  the  attitude  of  argniag  aw«y  the  P"*"'' 
that  Government  over  which  be  hat  MM  w 
sen  to  preside ;  and  adopting,  Ibr  this  fP^ 
modes  of  reasonii^  wfaioh,  even  under  Ibi » 
flnence  of  all  proper  feding  towards  W^* 
oial  station,  it  is  dlfBonlt  to  r^ard  m  rcsp^'- 
able.  It  appeals  to  eveiy  prejudice  wbid  np 
betray  men  into  a  mistaken  view  irf  tbdr  •« 
interests;  and  to  every  passion  which  wsy"" 
them  to  disobey  the  impulses  of  their  ne^Wj 
standing.  It  urges  all  the  q>ecions  ("1''°!? 
State  rights,  and  national  encroaiAmMit,  •g""" 
that  which  a  great  majority  of  the  8tit»  W 
affirmed  to  be  ri^tfol,  and  in  wbidi  u  " 
them  have  acquieeced.  It  sows,  in  as  t^wfj 
ing  manner,  the  seeds  of  Jealousy  aad  ill-™ 
against  that  Government  of  which  its  (Wb** 
the  official  head.  It  raises  a  cry  that  l'*!*'^ 
in  danger,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  p* 
forth  claims  to  power  heretofore  antnowii  ■• 
nnheardof.  It  affects  alarm  for  the  pnUi*** 
dom,  when  nothing  so  much  endsngd  tw 
fl^edont  as  its  own  unparalleled  pr**** 
This,  even,  is  not  all.  It  manifestly  •«*  " 
influeuce  the  poor  against  the  rieb,  H  ■* 
tonly  attacks  whole  classes  of  the  J**?*^ 
the  purpose  of  taming  against  them  tli«  p^ 
dices  and  resentments  of  other  cIsmm.  Jt?* 
State  paper  which  finds  no  topic  wo  f^f* 
for  its  use ;  no  passion  too  infiammsU*  w  v 
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■ddrMi  and  Its  solidtation.  Snob  ie  tbe  Ue»- 
•ge.  It  Kmaiu,  now,  for  tbe  peofde  of  the 
Juited  States  to  eJiDose  between  tbe  prinoiplee 
ier«  avowed  and  their  GovenunenL  These 
•nnot  robust  togeUier.  The  one  or  tbe  other 
nnct  be  r^eoted.  If  the  sentiments  of  tbe 
Message  sbu  reoeire  general  ^probation,  tbe 
onstitntion  will  have  perished  even  earlier 
han  the  moment  which  its  enemies  originally 
Uowed  for  the  termination  of  its  ezbteuoe. 
t  will  not  have  Bnrvived  to  its  fiftieth  year. 
Ur.  Wnm,  of  Tennessee,  next  lOse,  and 
ddreawd  the  Senate  as  follows : 


.  attempt  some  anewer  to  tbe  matters  nraed  bj 
he  Senator  from  Ifassaohasetta,  to  the  MesBage 
looompanjlng  the  bill  now  to  1^  reo<»isidered. 

I  r^oioe  that,  for  once,  we  have  a  doonment 
rom  the  present  Ohief  Uagistrate,  aoknowl- 
idged  hj  UM  opposition  to  be  frank,  plain,  and 
iMCeptible  of  ontj  one  interpretation.  Here- 
ofbre,  tbe  common  oomplaint  from  that  qnar- 
er  has  been  that  hia  important  oommnni- 
■^na  were  so  worded  as  to  t>e  interpreted  one 
r^  in  one  section  of  the  ooontrj,  and  in  a 
iifferent  wAj  in  another.  Here  it  is  admitted 
re  have  a  doooraent  so  worded,  as  to  be  nn- 
Lerstood  everjwhere  alike.  The  honorable 
lenator  tbinks  this  frankness,  on  the  part  of 
be  Ohief  Ka^intrate,  onght  to  be  met  in  a  cor- 
taponding  spirit  bj  those  who  differ  from  him 
Q  opinion.  Approving  of  this  oonrse,  I  shall 
indeaT<»'  to  be  eqnall;  as  explicit,  in  what  I 
>ropoae  to  say,  in  answer  to  his  argument. 

The  Senator  thinks,  if  the  charter  of  this 
)ank  ii  not  renewed,  rain  to  tbe  oonntrj  is  to 
tt  tbe  oonaeqaenoe,  becanse  the  bank  must 
rind  np  all  its  concerns.  This  is  nothing  but 
lie  old  argnnent  used  in  1811,  when  the  then 
■listing  bimk  ^>plied  for  a  renewal  of  its  char- 
ier, Distrese  to  the  oommnnity,  and  min  to 
he  country,  were  predicted  by  the  advocates 
)f  the  bank.  TheprediotionswerenotveriSed, 
rhe  capital  employed  in  the  bank  was  not  ao- 
liliilated.  It  etill  existed ;  and  in  Iwms  to  in- 
lividnals,  or  in  some  other  shape,  it  was  ap- 
|>li«d  to  tbe  uses  of  the  oommnnity.  Debtors 
ought  and  obtained  aooommodations  else- 
where: as  the  notes  of  that  bank  wore  witb- 
Irawu  from  droulation,  their  places  were  sup- 
ilied  by  spooie,  or  the  paper  of  local  institn- 
ioDi,  ajid  little  or  no  ineonvenienoe  was  ex- 
Mrieoeed ;  and  snch  will  be  the  case  aguo, 
honld  the  charter  of  this  bank  be  allowed  to 
ixpire  in  1836.  Debtors  worthy  of  credit  will 
ibtun  aooommodations  from  either  Individaale 
IT  other  banks,  and  discharge  theb  daes  Co 
hia  ;  and  as  tbe  notes  of  this  bank  disappear, 
heir  places  will  be  supplied  by  specie,  or  the 
i^Mr  of  other  banks,  and  the  mass  of  the  oom- 
nunity  will,  in  a  short  time,  hardly  be  sensible 
ihattha  

if  tlw  Wssissippi  alone,  there  ___  

Midc  thirty  miUious  of  dollars,  twenty  milUons 


for  loans  made,  and  ten  millions  for  domestio 
bills  of  eiohange.  That  the  press  oooasioned 
b;  the  (»llection  of  this  debt  will  be  too  severe 
to  1>e  Ixirne.  The  charter  has  almost  fonr  years 
yet  to  ran,  and  then  two  years  are  allowed  for 
collections,  making  nearly  nx  years.  How 
often  have  we  been  told  diiring  this  sesnon  of 
the  general  prosperity  of  tbe  country,  and 
eepeoi^  that  part  of  it  in  the  valley  of  the 
UiasisBippL  If  theee  statements  have  any  re- 
•emblance  to  the  fhot,  it  on^t  to  be  entirely 
within  the  power  of  theee  deblws,  in  five  or  uz 
years,  to  a4jost  and  pay  whatever  they  may 
owe.  I  must  repeat  what  I  said  on  a  former 
oooation :  If  these  debts  are  real  transactions, 
the  a^osbnent  of  them  will  be  a  nmple  opera- 
tion. The  paper  evidencing  theee  debts  will 
be  paid  at  maturity ;  and  let  the  bank  be  caro- 
fol  not  to  discount  when  the  charter  is  near 
expiring,  and  the  whole  objeot  will  be  aooom- 
plished.  If  the  transactions  are  not  real,  hot 
fiqtitions,  and  thep^terdisooonted  basaseomed 
the  appearanoe  of  borinesB  paper,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtajnii^  permanent  loun,  in  other 
words,  standing  aooonunodatjon^  the  sooner 
the  tmth  is  known,  tbe  better  to  all  concerned. 
The  oommnnity  has  a  deep  intereet  in  this  mat- 
ter :  false  oredit  given  to  individuals  by  fUse 
appearanoes  is  an  injnty  to  society,  and  of  no 
actual  benefit  to  individuals;  and  the  sooner 
snch  transactions  are  brought  to  a  oloae,  all 
the  better ;  the  fewer  will  be  the  number  of 
rafferers. 

If  I  am  not  very  much  ndstakeo,  this  opinion 
was,  some  years  aso,  advanced,  in  a  reportfrom 
the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  omnions 
upon  such  a  snIf}eot  are  entitlod  to  the  nighest 

But,  sir,  if;  when  this  bank  has  been  in  opera- 
tion only  fifteen  (wrixteen  years,  the  debts  nave 
become  so  nmnerona,  and  so  large,  that  we  moat, 
on  these  aoooun^  renew  the  charter,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  ask,  what  will  be  tbe  state  ot 
things  at  the  end  of  thirty-five  years)  Will 
they  not  be  mnch  worse  ?  Host  oertwnly  they 
will.  What,  then,  do  gentiemen  meani  Do 
they  intend  that  this  charter  shall  become  per- 
petual t  That  this  company,  foreigners  and  all, 
shall  have  this  monopoly  forever)  If  this  be 
not  their  int«ntioo,  I  most  aek  tbe  Senator  from 
Uasaachusetts  to  tell  us  at  wb^  time  the  insti- 
tution can  be  wound  np,  with  kee  inconven- 
iMioe,  than  at  the  expiraticm  of  the  present 
charter.  When  vriU  the  debtor*  in  the  valley 
of  the  Hissiuippi  be  better  able  to  pay,  than 
when  this  charter  expiree !  If  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that 
this  corporation  ought  to  existforover.  Is  any 
gentleman  willing  to  avow  this)  1  am  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  it.  Pay-day  for  theee 
debtors  most  arrive  some  time ;  and  it  appear* 
to  me  that  the  affairs  of  this  bank  can  probably 
be  closed,  with  less  inconvenience  to  the  com- 
munity, at  tbe  expiration  of  this  charter,  tluut 
they  can  be  fifteen  years  afterwards. 

The  Senator  e^a,  the  PrcMdent  allies  tblt 
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the  ipplicttion  to  renew  the  charter  is  prema- 
tare,  and  thinki  we  ought  not  to  be  ohiaed  bj 
Hint  for  actdng  on  the  BUl^ject,  as  he  had  direct- 
ed the  attention  of  the  nation  and  of  Oongress 
to  this  anbjeot,  in  his  Message  of  1899,  and  in 
two  encceeaing  Hessagee. 

Ifr.  President,  to  me  it  is  obvious  that  the 
notice  ttkkeu  of  the  bank  in  those  MesMges  was 
not  to  reconnnend  to  Congraw  to  act  npon  the 
Bnbject,  at  either  of  the  sessions  when  those  Ues- 
eages  were  delivered ;  but,  as  the  subject  was 
esteemed  of  vital  interest  to  the  eommimitj, 
to  turn  the  attention  of  all  to  it,  at  an  earlj 
period,  so  that  the  opinion  might  be  well  ma- 
tared  upon  it,  when  the  chaiter  was  about  to 
expire,  and  when  it  wonld  become  neoeasaiy  to 
•cC  upon  it. 

Bat  if  Oongrees  ongbt  now  to  act  upon  it, 
because  the  subject  is  brooght  before  us  by 
those  Menagea,  why  was  it  not  acted  on  at  the 
aessions  when  theee  Messages  were  delivered! 
Vfbj  not  at  tiie  oesnon  in  1S39 1  The  Sena^r 
has  answered  the  question  with  frankness.  He 
baa  told  Ds  it  is  material  that  it  shoald  be 
known  before  the  Praindential  election,  whether 
the  I^«sident  would  sign  the  set  renewing  the 
ohart«r  or  not ;  because,  if  he  would  not,  he 
ougbt  to  be  tnmed  ont,  and  another  pat  in  his 
{Mce,  who  will ;  and  as  the  eleetiou  is  to  tAhe 
place  the  succeeding  fall,  application  for  tise 
renewal  conld  not  be  longer  detayed. 

I  thank  the  Senator  for  the  candid  avowal, 
that  unless  the  President  wii)  sign  such  a  char- 
ter SB  will  suit  the  directors,  they  intend  to  in- 
terfere in  the  election,  and  endeavor  to  displace 
him.  With  the  aame  candor  I  state  that,  ^ter 
this  declaration,  this  charter  shall  never  be  re- 
newed with  inj  consent. 

Let  ns  look  at  this  matter  as  it  is.  Imme- 
diatelf  before  the  election,  the  directors  appl; 
for  a  charter,  which  they  think  the  President 
at  anj  other  time  will  not  sign,  for  the  express 
pnrpose  of  conipelling  him  to  sign  contrary  to 
his  J  adgment,  or  of  encountering  all  their  hos- 
tility in  the  canvass,  and  at  the  polls.  SoppoEe 
this  attempt  to  have  suoeeeded,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, throngb  fear  of  bia  election,  bad  signed 
this  charter,  although  he  oonstuentionslj  be- 
lieves it  will  be  destmotive  of  the  liberty  of 
the  people  who  have  elected  him  to  preside 
over  them,  and  preserve  their  liberties,  so  far 
as  in  his  power.  What  next  ?  Why,  whenever 
the  charter  is  likely  to  expire  bercAfter,  the; 
wilt  conie,  as  they  do  now,  on  the  eve  of  the 
election,  and  compel  the  Chief  Magistrate  to 
sign  such  a  charter  as  they  may  dictate,  on  pfun 
of  being  turned  ont  and  dlwraced.  Would  it 
sot  be  fiur  better  to  gratify  Uiis  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy, to  the  whole  extent  at  once,  and  re- 
new their  charter  forever  t  The  temptation  to 
a  periodical  interference  in  our  eleotions  would 
then  be  taken  away. 

Sir,  ii;  under  these  oironnutanoes,  the  charter 
is  renewed,  the  elective  franchise  is  destroyed, 


to  be  ^spoeed  of  at  their  diecretitD,  t^it 
this  I  entOT  my  sirfemn  proteat. 

The  honorable  Senator  nest  adverU  to  iU 
the  Preeideut  says  cm  the  ooiutitotiaaiGtr  4 
this  act,  and  animadverts  on  what  is  tuaia 
relation  to  there  being  two  precedents  is  0» 
greas,  where  this  power  is  asserted,  andtna 
which  it  was  denied ;  and  then  sMstt  W 
since  the  year  1791,  when  the  first  liuk  v« 
chartered,    CkiDgrew   has    never  dnied  doi 

Mr.  President,  it  a{q>etra  to  ni«  tiiat,  wiAa 
the  President  can  ehow  an;  reowded  vM,  b- 
nying  this  power  or  not,  the  Senator  tnglit  Ht 
to  be  too  severe  upon  theExecotite  fortb 
mistake,  ifitbeone.  When  a  reneTilaftki 
charter  was  applied  for  in  1811,  its  vaia- 
tionahty  was  vgued,  and  ably  argued,  bj  Hat 
opposed  to  it,  and  the  application  wssTtjea^ 
'Die  bank  then  ^tplied  for  time  to  wind  i^ili 
busines*;  the  petition  wb»  referred  to*»i- 
mittee  who  reported  against  the  ^iuiiM, 
alle^ng  that  it  was  nnooiistitntiooal,  and  it* 
report  was  concurred  in.  Afterwards,  is  lElIi 
when  a  bank  charter  was  under  co 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  ami 
MasEBchusetts,  in  nis  place,  then  aeliiiR  ■■'' 
the  same  high  obligations  which  the  Pn*W 
acts  under,  argning  against  the  chsrto',  riW 
eipreaaly  that  the  renewal  of  the  chsrtvtH 
been  refosed  becanee  it  was  nncoostitnl'ViL 
The  President,  without  doub^  has  read  ttev 
gument,  and  seen  this  reeolotion;  andifhen' 
posed  confidence  in  these  statementE^  u^  ** 
thereby  misled,  which  I  eu^qwee  he  wsswM 
submit  to  the  honorable  Senatm'  whether,  wm 
such  ciroomstanoea,  be  wonld  not  ban  be* 
entitled  to  milder  treabnuit  frcxn  him,  UmK 
has  received. 

The  attention  of  the  Senate  has  bca  >)*b 
called  to  that  part  of  the  Message  found  inp't' 
nx,  in  which  the  decasions  of  the  Sq*** 
Oonrt  are  spoken  of. 

The  honorable  Senator  argoes  that  thstw*- 
tntion  has  constituted  the  Supreme  Cco/t  * '"' 
bnnal  to  decide  great  constitutional  qMrti<* 
such  as  this,  and  that,  when  they  have  doM  aj 
the  question  is  pat  at  rest,  and  every  ix)ia» 
partment  of  the  Government  must  s(4t><*'*' 
This  doctrine  I  deny.  The  OHiBtitatioB  n« 
"the  Judicial  power  in  a  Supreme  Ooort.U"'' 
such  mferior  courts  as  Congress  may  frw  "* 
to  time  ordain  and  establish."  *!>****' 
suit  ia  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  tlis  tan^ 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  they  i»*«^ 
diction,  and  such  suit  is  decided  by  thBEuE"^ 
Court,  as  that  is  the  conrt  of  the  U«t  Mart  » 
deci^on  is  final  and  CMiclnuve  bstvMB  t*! 
parties.  But  as  an  autioritiy,  it  does  nrtw" 
either  the  Congress  or  the  Presideoi^'" 
United  States.  If  either  of  these  f**"*** 
departments  is  afterwards  called  npon  W^ 
form  an  official  act,  and  consdentiWf  (tf^ 
the  performance  of  that  act  wooid  l* *  jj 
tjon  of  the  oonstitntjon,  tfaej  are  not  ^""^^ 
petlbrm  it,  bnt,  on  the  oontrary,  ars  si  «"• 
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wX  llbert7  to  decline  iwtiiig,  u  if  no  aaob  deoi- 
aion  bad  been  msde.  In  ex&mlniDg  the  extent 
of  their  oonstitntionBl  power,  the  opinion  of  »o 
enJiKlitaDed  &  tribniul  &s  onr  Supreme  Oonrt 
bas  [>e«n,  and  1  hope  ever  will  be,  will  always 
be  etititled  to  great  weight;  and,  without 
donbt,  either  GonBren  or  the  Prendent  wonid' 
slwayB  be  deposed,  in  a  doobtful  owe,  to  think 
its  deciBions  correct;  bat  I  hope  neither  will 
•wer  view  them  as  anUioritj  binding  upon  them. 
Thex  onght  to  examine  the  extent  of  their  con- 
stitntiona]  powers  for  themaelTes;  and  when 
the;-  have  had  aooen  to  all  aouroes  of  inform&- 
tioD  within  their  reach,  and  given  to  every 
thing  its  dae  weight,  if  thej  are  satisfied  tlie 
ooDslitntion  has  not  given  a  power  to  do  the 
ftot  required,  I  insist  thej  onght  to  refrain  from 
doing  it. 

Suppose  the  Honse  of  B^reeentativefl  to 
hAve  passed  an  act  on  a  given  snbjeot  for  a 
nnmber  of  snoeesnve  seenona,  and  from  want 
of  time  the  Senate  had  not  acted  on  it,  and  the 
oonBtitntJonalitf  of  snoh  an  act  to  oome  before 
tba  Senate,  would  any  member  think  those 
(qtinions  of  the  House  anthorities  by  which  he 
mw  bonnd  t    Oertainly  not.    They  wonld  have 
doe  WMcht,  and  be  res[M)otfaIly  considered;  bnt 
(Uar^garaed  in  the  decision  made  by  the  Senate, 
if  riiown  to  be  incorrect     In  principle  there 
un  be  no  difference  between  snoh  cases  and 
thejiuticial  decisions.    Soppose  the  President 
to  reoommeod,  never  so  often,  the  passage  of 
an  KOt  which  he   may  think  oonstitational, 
woiiild  Uie  Senate,  the  House  of  Bepreeentatjves, 
or  the  courts,  feel  themselves  bound  by  his 
opioioDat    I  think  not.    Eaoh  co-ordinate  de- 
partment, within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  ac- 
tion, mu^  Judge  of  its  own  powers,  when  celled 
aioD  to  do  its  official  duties ;  and  if  either 
indly  follow  the  others,  without  forming  an 
opinion  fbr  itself,  an  essential  check  a^nst 
the  exert^  of  nnoonstitntioual  power  is  de- 
stroyed.   A  mistake  by  Oongress  in  passing  an 
aot,  inconsistent  with  the  oonrtitntion,  followed 
by  a  like  mistake  by  the  Sopreme  Oonrt,  in  de- 
ciding snoh  aot  to  be  constitutional,  might  be 
attended  with  the    most  fatal  consequences. 
Let  each,  department  judge  for  itself,  and  we 
are  safe.    If  difTerent  interpretations  are  put 
upon  the  oonstilation  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, the  people  are  Uie  tribunal  to  settle  the 
diqmto.    Each  of  the  departments  is  the  agent 
of  the  people,  doing  their  business  according  to 
the  powers  conferred;  and  where  there  b  a  dis- 
agreement as  to  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the 
people  themselves,  throogfa  the  ballot  boxes, 
miiat  settle  it.     The  Senator,  if  I  heard  him 
oorreetiy,  has  said  that  the  President  has  as- 
serted that  the  Supreme  Court  has  no  power  to 
decide  npon  the  oonetitntionality  of  an  act  of 
Congreas.    The  gentleman  has  not  attended  to 
the  Message  with  his  usual  aoonraey.    Mo  such 
opinion  ia  advanced,  but  the  contrary,  that  eaoh 
MparUnent  within  its  appropriate  «>here  of 
Muon  liM  the  right  to  jnoge  for  itself,  and  is 
KM  bomd  by  the  opinion  of  both,  or  either  of 


the  others ;  and  this  I  incline  to  think  is  the 
correct  constitutional  view  of  the  sutyect.  The 
honorable  Senator  thinks  the  President  entire- 


Let  OS  for  a  few  minutes  attend  t 

of  this  part  of  the  aubjeot  presented  by  the 

Messsge,  and  then  examine  its  correctness. 

The  Congreaa  is  vested  with  exclusive  l^s- 
lative  powers  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
It  therefore  has  ta  undoubted  power  to  estat>- 
lish,  within  the  District,  as  many  banks,  with 
as  much  cuiital  to  each,  as  it  chooses.  By  this 
charter,  it  is  stipulated  that  Congress  shall  not 
estobU^  any  babk  within  the  District,  nor  shall 
it  increase  tlte  capital  of  existing  banks.  This 
the  President  thinks  is  nnconstittitioQaL  By 
this  agreement,  the  present  Congress,  and  its 
sucoeuors,  are  deprived  of  the  powers  of  estab- 
li^iog  any  bank,  no  matter  bow  pressingly  the 
public  interest  may  require  one.  Congress  by 
this  agreement  will  have  stripped  itself  of^ 
power  to  legislate  upon  a  subject  daring  the 
existence  of  the  charter,  when  the  constituUtHi 
bad  vested  the  most  ample  powers  Is  this  oon- 
stitntional  T  Oiu;ht  we  to  be  bound  by  snoh  an 
agreement  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and 

rrmit  the  beet  interests  of  society  to  be  sacri- 
ed  for  the  want  of  a  power  which  the  consti- 
tution has  conferred,  bat  which  we  have  bar- 
t«red  away  7  The  Message  supposes  we  are  not 
at  liberty  to  dispose  of  our  legislative  powers 
in  this  manner,  and  thraefore  this  act  is  unoon- 
Btitntioual.  This  is  certainly  a  very  important 
point.  If  we  make  soohaaagreement,  weonght 
to  be  bound  by  it ;  and  yet  I  think  cases  might 
occur,  in  which  we  ought  not  to  be,  nor  would 
we  be,  bound  by  any  enob  agreement.  The 
public  safety,  the  public  interest,  might,  loug 
before  the  eipirationof  the  charter,  imperiously 
demand  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  banks 
within  the  District,  and  I  do  not  believe  we 
can  oonsCitntionally  deprive  ourselves  or  our 
successors  of  the  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  President,  we  mnst  remember  tliat,  in 
case  of  a  war,  this  bank,  if  in  existence,  must 
l>e  our  main  dependence  for  r^»ng  money  ;  and 
yet  there  is  no  provision  by  which  it  is  bound 
to  loan  us  one  cent.  Kow,  suppose  it  to  have 
existed  during  the  last  war,  and  the  stock  to 
have  been  owned  by  British  snbjects  and  a  few 
of  onr  own  citizens,  and  those  citizens  to  have 
belonged  to  that  sect  in  politics  who  were  seek- 
ing to  change  our  federal  rulers — who  thought 
it  wicked  to  thank  God  for  our  victories  upon 
either  land  or  water — who  had  sent  an  embassy 
to  tliis  city  to  request  the  then  President  to 
resign;  does  any  man  believe  the  Administra- 
tion conld  have  procured  a  loan  for  one  cent} 
Those  piditidans,  I  am  willing  to  suppose,  were 
acting  honestly ;  that  they  believea  the  war 
impolitic,  unjust,  and  wicked,  so  mnoh  bo  that 
they  would  not  sid  it  with  their  good  wishes. 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  they  wonld  not  have 
held  it  treason  against  good  morals  to  have 
loaned  pecuniary  aid)     Surely  they  woold. 
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W«  matt  thea  htn  lM«n  withoat  moneT,  and 
wiUiont  tike  meana  of  obUioing  uiy.  Peace 
mnst  have  been  made,  and  vpoa  aay  tenna  dio- 
tated  br  th«  bank,  or  by  tbe  encmf . 

Mr.  PrMtdent,  I  bave  eodaaTOred  U>  expand 
mj  mind  so  as  to  take  thia  enlarged  view  of 
the  sobjeot,  and  what  I  find  is,  that  tiie  advo- 
catea  of  this  bank,  npon  the  plea  that  tbe  bank 
ia  aeeeeaarj  for  the  fiical  ooiic«rn>  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  wieh,  bj  ctmatniotion,  to  aeqnire  tiia 
power  to  create  a  bank ;  and,  haTuiK  thoa  po»- 
sesaed  themaelvea  of  tbe  power,  wish  to  use  it 
to  as  to  confer  powers  not  In  anj  denee  neoee- 
■arj  for  a  bank  to  poaMfia,  to  enable  it  to  do 
all  which  tbe  Oovenunent  m^  wteh  to  have 
done,  bat  throng  which  the  rtockbtddera  mi^ 
Miricd)  themMlvee  and  their  fHcoda,  and  acquire 
an  influence  greater  than  the  Ooveniment)tarit| 
and  control  all  oor  pditioal  conoanu  In  snch 
manner  aa  to  gtatitf  their  ambition  and  pro- 
mote their  iut«re«ta  to  aaj  extent  they  umj 
wish.  In  short,  it  appears  to  me  that,  in 
creating  tbe  bank,  tiie  pretence  is,  through  it 
to  do  tbe  public  business;  and  aa  aoon  as 
created,  the  public  boainen  b  a  mere  luaignlfi- 
eant  incident ;  and  privatA  emolnment,  withont 
Umit,  is  the  main  d^gn. 

Mr.  Freeident,  in  sabmitting  this  Ueioase, 
one  of  the  highest  dntiea  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate baa  been  perfonned.  Under  peculiar  and 
tajing  drcomatanoea  he  has  given  hia  senti- 
ments, phdnlj  and  franklf ,  as  he  beliered  his 
dn^requbed. 

when  tba  excitement  of  the  time  in  which 
we  act  shall  have  passed  away,  and  the  hiBtorian 
and  biographer  Hhall  l>e  employed  in  giving 
his  acconnt  of  the  acts  of  our  most  diatingnishea 

SDblic  men,  and  comes  to  the  name  of  Andrew 
ackson ;  when  be  shall  have  reoonnted  all  the 
great  and  good  deeds  done  br  this  man  in  the 
course  of  a  long  and  eventftil  life,  and  the  cir- 
onmstanoes  nnder  which  this  Message  was  com- 
municated ihall  hare  been  stated,  tbe  ooudu- 
aion  will  be,  that.  In  doing  this,  he  has  ahown 
a  wlllingneas  to  risk  more  to  promote  the  bap- 

81ness  of  his  fellow-men,  and  to  secnre  their 
berties,  than  bj  the  doing  of  any  other  act 
whatever. 

Mr.  Ewmo  took  the  floor.  He  said  he  bad 
tbns  far  been  an  attentive  listener  to  tlie  dicna- 
rion  which  the  subject  bad  elicited.    In  the 

Kgress  of  that  discassion,  his  own  views  had 
n  in  manj  particulars  anticipated.  Borne 
parts,  however,  of  tbe  Message,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  required  examination,  had  been  but 
briefly  noticed,  and  others  passed  over  In  alienee. 
To  snch  of  them,  said  Mr.  G.,  as  I  deem  the 
most  important,  I  will  now  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Seonto.  But  in  this  discussion  I  shall 
be  brief — carefully  avoidii^g,  aa  far  as  may  tie, 
a  repetition  of  the  subjects  already  dwelt  npon, 
and  argumeuta  already  advanced. 

This  Message  contains  the  Executive  condem- 
nation of  the  Bant(of  the  Uniled  States;  a 
nniversal,  unqualified,  condemnation  of  all  that 
it  is.  and  all  that  OongreBS  bad  proposed  to 


make  it.  There  Is  do  ofejectfan,  bowfia 
unfounded,  no  argument,  however  "ttH. 
wbi(^  liSB  hem  urged  ag^iut  this  inrttntiw 
for  years  past,  both  in  and  ont  of  thia  ofb^ 
but  are  collected  and  thrown  tc^etber  tatc  la 
make  up  this  extraordinary  paqM  "^  ' 
general  merits  bave  bean  slreadr 
Tbe  parts  to  wliich  I  would  now 


cially  invite  yonr  atteotioa,  a 
third  page  of  the  printed  Mrr— nr. 
after  saying  tiiat  "aUtbeott|eatkcM£la 


ioiriMk 


of  the  existing  oM'ponUion,  and  moit  of  it 
odioos  featnree,  are  ret^ned  wiUtoot  •Unit' 
tbe  bill  nnder  conmderation,  pmeedi: 

"The  fourth  section  provides  'tbat  the  oMca  ■ 


a  only,  tbsU,  B 


tbe  said  coqmm^oa  at  the  bank,  or  at  any  ^  lit 
offices  of  diseouot  and  deposit  lhat««f^  If  Wadgil 
in  llqidduiou  M  paynant  of  any  balmea  or  W- 
aneea  doe  to  Mid  oMpotaliea,  or  to  mutii  oBn  d 
disoouDt  and  deposit,  from  any  *  - 
'    This  provluf 


State,  bank  In  PiuUdelphin  Owe  the  Buk  li  Ite 
Cnited  States,  aod  have  notet  isined  by  the  3L 
Louis  branch,  it  can  pay  the  debt  with  those  Botei; 
but  if  ■  mercliant,  mechuiie,  or  other  privsle  (id- 
ten,  be  iu  like  clrcuDutancea,  he  cannot,  by  In, 
pay  his  debt  with  those  notes,  but  most  BcD  ibm 
at  a  discouut,  or  send  them  to  St.  I>o«ia  te  ta 
cashed.  This  boon  conceded  to  tbe  State  bol^ 
though  not  unjust  Id  itself  ia  most  odtooa;  liwatw 
it  does  not  meuure  out  equal  jintiee  to  the  li(l 
and  the  lov,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  To  Aaeaua 
of  its  practical  effeot,  it  is  a  l>ond  of  union  ^aac 
the  bsDking  establishments  of  the  natioii,  «i«ctH| 
ihem  iDio  an  interest  separate  from  that  of  tb«  p» 
pie;  anditsDeaesaary  tendency  is  to  unite  theBi^ 
of  the  United  Stales  and  the  Slate  Iwoks  in  sn; 
■y  be  thought  conducive  to  tUr 


And  this  is  one  prominent  objection  to  Aa 
bill  extending  the  coartor  of  the  Bank  of  tie 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  reasons  tor  le- 
foaing  it  the  sanction  of  the  ExecntiveL  lUi 
bank,  sir,  with  its  present  diartor,  baa  ex^ei 
about  fifteen  years.  During  that  period,  iu 
ts  upon  the  country  have  l>eeD  tried  aad 
tested.  The  present  charter  has  fMilts  and  iia- 
perfectiona.  Men  of  busineas,  pnisuing  tbe  va- 
rious avocations  of  life  in  a  stato  of  society 
highly  complicated,  and  in  its  variona  breodta 
connected  and  intertwined  in  a  thoasand  foiHa 


taiued;  but  with  all  its  good  ajid  all  itaevfl, 
n  as  a  whole,  it  has  proved  hi^y  b^Mfi- 
clal  to  onr  country.  That  it  hu  so,  is  Mrtaia 
ttota  the  united  opitdon  of  all  men  of  biuinai^ 
and  almost  all  tiie  local  bankalji  the  UniMd 
States,  whosepetitionsforltHrenewal  load  year 
table — petitions,  not  of  one  plaoe^  or  of  0(w 
party,  or  one  dass  of  men,  but  c^  tbe  pea/k 
of  all  classes,  all  partiea,  and  abaostall  wctisM 
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of  th«  Dnioii— «nd  ffeatttiij  in  those  petdtiona 
the;'  <«11  for  aa  extension  of  the  oborter  of  the 
iMHik,  without  saggeMog  either  'variatioii  or 
modifloktioD.  Omen  do  aaggeet  existing  evils, 
and  ask  for  ft  modlflcatlon  which  will  remove 
them ;  bot  in  no  one,  and  from  no  quarter,  do 
ire  hear  it  m^ed  as  »  oCHO^aint  that  the  notea 
of  th«  bank,  wherever  pajable,  are  not  made  a 
tender  at  all  pUoea  for  the  payment  of  indirid- 
lul  debte  to  tiie  bank.  Whs  it  neoesaorf,  then, 
or  was  it  proper,  to  insert  such  provision) 
Oertainl^  not,  Qnlasa  soma  evil  was  to  be 
avoided,  ot  some  good  to  be  prodnoed  bj  it. 

The  present  charter  of  the  bank  permits  them 
to  pBj  oat  and  pot  in  oironlatitni,  at  any  one 
of  their  branchee,  bills  payable  at  any  other 
braDcb.  The  bill  before  ns  restricts  them,  and 
reqnires  that  no  notes  of  a  denomination  which 
coDstitnt«s  onrrencT  shall  be  paid  ont  or  pnt 
in  oircnlation  wblon  are  not  made  payable  at 
the  place  where  they  are  so  Imned.  If,  then, 
an  individual  borrow  money  at  a  brantji,  and 
ogr^e  to  pay  it  at  the. same  place,  is  it,  I  ask, 
neoesaory  fbr  his  proteotioUj  or  oon8iBt«nt  with 
mercantile  habits  and  principles,  that  he  sbonld, 
be  allowed  as  a  legal  right,  to  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  this  loan  the  notM  of  the  person  (or 
the  bulk)  of  whom  he  borrows,  payable  a 
tiionsand  miles  offt  It  may  be  just  enoogh, 
once  adopted  as  a  rule  of  law ;  bat  it  would  be 
embarrassing  in  the  extreme  to  the  lender,  and 
it  wonld  compel'him  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
his  loans  in  order  to  sustain  bis  credit  Bat 
can  any  ii^arr  h^pen  to  the  borrower  by  the 
want  of  BUoh  provision  t  Every  individoal 
who  borrows  at  a  bank  knows  when  pay-day 
oomea,  and  if  he  be  provident,  he  prepares  for 
tt.  BhoEild  the  bank  hold  bim  to  the  strict  law, 
and  require  him  to  pay  in  the  notes  of  the 
branch,  or  specie,  he  has  time  to  prepare  him- 
self with  SQch  funds  as  may  suit  his  purpose,  by 
exchanges,  which  are  always  easily  effected. 
At,  Ibr  example,  a  trader  or  mechanic  at  Ctn- 
oinnaii  borrows  money  payable  at  that  place, 
and  he  is  required  to  pay  in  notes  of  that 
branch,  or  specie ;  now  the  notes  that,  under 
this  charter,  would  circulate  there,  are  those  of 
Cincinnati,  Loaisville,  and  Pittsbarg.  If  the 
debtor  hi^  one-third  of  the  omonnt  dne  in 
notes  of  each  of  those  branches,  and  the  bank 
at  Oincinnati  should  refose  to  receive  any  bat 
its  own  notes,  every  man  of  business  luiows 
that  an  hoar  would  be  ample  time  to  exchuige 
to  the  amoDDt  of  any  moderate  loan,  and  with- 
out a  premimn,  for  sach  funds  as  the  branch 
conld  not  refose.  But  the  supposition  that  this 
would  ever  be  required  by  the  bank,  is  per- 
fectly idle.  They  have  to  deal  with  the  people, 
and  the  good  will  of  their  onstomers  is  the 
BODroe  both  of  their  convenience  and  their 
profit.  It  wonld  be  wanton  folly  in  them  to 
refuse  notea  of  any  of  their  branches  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  doe  them,  whenever  obtained 
by  A  borrower  in  the  due  coarse  of  business, 
and  fairly  offered  for  that  purpose.  They  never 
have,  that  1  have  ever  heard  of,  as  yet,  lu  the 
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whole  coarse  of  their  bunnesa,  and  I  presnme 
they  never  will,  nnlees  their  officers  become 
Insane,  or  an  nnexpeoted  change  in  basineaa 
ehoald  render  it  necessary  for  self-preservation. 
Bnt  compel  them  by  law  to  do  that  which  they 
now  do  voluntarily,  and  great  mischifff  might 
follow.  In  the  fluctnations  of  trade  there  will 
frequently  be  heavy  druns  npon  the  specie  of 
our  great  commercial  cities.  In  those  citiea 
flows  from  every  part  of  the  Union  the  paper 
of  ali  the  branches,  brought  there  by  traders  aa 
the  funds  easiest  of  transnortation  for  the  pnr- 
obase  of  merchandise.  Tnere,  too,  the  heaviest 
loans  are  made  to  individoals,  and  the  amount 
becoming  dne  to  the  bank,  in  a  single  day,  is 
sometimes  immense.  Now,  in  this  state  of 
things,  suppose  one  of  these  sadden  and  heavy 
pressarea  aponthemoney  market  in  New  York, 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  the 
other  banks  in  that  city  are  drawn  on  at  once 
for  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  of  specie,  and 
this  bank  compelled  to  receive  the  pq>er  of 
remote  branches  in  payment  of  debts,  is  it  not 
obvious  at  once  that  they  would  bear  the  whole 
preosore,  in  the  first  instanoe,  at  least  to  the  ex- 
tent of  all  the  notea  of  all  the  branoliee  in  the 
money  market  of  the  place  t  The  Manhattan 
Bank,  for  example,  has  $100,000  of  the  paper 
of  the  remote  branches,  and  wishes  to  make  it 
available  at  once  in  specie ;  that  bank  would, 
tbrongh  the  medium  m  brokers,  bid  ap  a  small 
premium  in  the  bills  on  remote  branches,  for 
those  payable  at  the  tn-anoh  in  New  York,  and 
the  debtors  who  were  about  to  pay  Uie  money 
on  their  own  notea  would  make  the  exchange 
and  take  the  premiam,  and  the  Uanhattan 
Bank  wonld  return  the  notes  of  the  branch  in 
New  York,  and  compel  the  payment  of  spede. 
Thus  every  sodden  pressure  would  be  cast 
wholly  upon  this  institution,  their  business 
would  be  cramped,  and  thdr  discounts  limited, 
and  no  good  or  useful  purpose  whatever  effect- 
ed by  it.  Bo  much  ss  to  the  propriety  of  this 
extension  of  the  general  privilege  of  tender  to 
individuals. 

With  respect  to  banks,  the  case  is  wholly 
different.  Tiiey  are  the  rivals,  not  (he  cus- 
tomers, of  this  institntjon.  If  their  Jealonsy 
shoold  ever  be  excited  against  any ;  if  they 
should,  from  any  cause,  attempt  the  oppression 
or  overthrow  of  any  int«rest  in  the  country,  it 
wonld  be  the  \ocai  institutions,  the  other 
cliartered  banks  in  the  United  States ;  and  it  la 
against  the  possibility  of  such  oppression  that 
this  fourth  section  was  intended  to  gnard. 

Bat  it  is  further  said,  and  it  is  the  last  mis- 
chief discussed  under  this  head,  that  the  neces- 
sary tendency  of  thisproviuon  is  "to  unite  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banks 
in  any  measure  which  may  be  thought  condu- 
cive to  their  common  interest" 

There  is  but  one  possible  mode  in  which  this 
provision  of  the  charter  wontd  produce  the 
effect  proposed,  and  that  is  by  removing  a 
source  of  controversy  and  discord  between  them, 
preventing  futnre  colUsiona,  and  enabling  thorn 
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to  pnrane  more  harmoDioDslj  the  geaeral  ob- 
jects of  their  cre&tion ;  for  noleas  strife  And  dis- 
oord  prevent  it,  all  men  end  all  institutions 
who  possess  an  ordiDarj  share  of  wisdom  and 
foresight,  will  pursue  that  which  in  condnoive 
to  their  interest ;  and  if  the  same  object  be 
oondacive  to  the  interest  of  the  wliole  people, 
or  a  whole  class  of  incorporated  institutions, 
they  will,  unless  the  predominance  of  evil  pas- 
sions prevent  it,  unite  in  its  pursuit.  This  pro- 
vision might  have  had  the  effect  of  removing 
causes  of  onimueity  between  the  national  and 
State  institutioniL  and  have  allayed  or  prevented 
the  oconrrence  of  hostile  or  ankindly  feelings  be- 
tween those  who  directed  them,  and  thns  have 
enabled  them  to  pnrsue  their  common  interest 
without  jealonsy  or  colli sion,  and  b;  their 
nnited  means  to  advance  the  common  interests 
of  onr  oonutry.  But  I  cannot,  for  myself^ 
divine  why  the  removal  of  a  subject  of  discord 
between  that  and  the  State  institations  should 
be  made  an  objection  &ta]  to  the  bilL  This 
difficulty,  if  it  be  one,  lies  too  deep  for  my  in- 
tellect to  fathom  iL  Surely  the  President  did 
not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  State  banlcs  would, 
by  this  provision,  be  induced  "  necessarily  "  to 
unite  in  oppressing  the  people.  No  man  pos- 
sessing ordmary  intelligence  could  entertain  an 
opinion  of  this  kind,  and,  if  not  entertained, 
certainly  it  could  not  be  intentionally  advanced. 
Unite  against  the  people  I  Why,  sir,  let  this 
bank  and  the  State  bank  settle  their  accounts 
with  each  other  as  they  will,  or  let  the  law  set- 
tle for  them  as  it  may,  they  are  still,  and  al- 
ways mast  be,  rivals  in  trade,  and  their  compe- 
tition compels  them,  and  must  always  compel 
them,  to  treat  their  cnstomers  not  only  with 
jnstice  but  with  courtesy;  and  no  man  in  this 
age  and  nation  will  believe,  let  it  be  insinuated 
from  what  quarter  it  may,  that  a  law  compel- 
ling the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  receive 
the  paper  of  the  branches  in  payment  from  the 
Btate  banks,  will  form  a  bond  of  union  between 
them,  and  unite  them  against  the  people,  on 
whose  good  will  they  botn  depend. 

I  have  said  that  theStateshavean  undonbted 
right  to  tax  the  stockholders  residing  within 
their  limits  for  all  the  stock  which  they  hold 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  right 
of  taxation,  as  to  debts,  contracts,  stocks,  every 
thing  which  is  of  nntan^ble  nature,  (not  issuing 
out  of  real  estate,)  and  is,  therefore,  of  no  place, 
is  determined  by  the  domicil  of  the  owner ;  it 
is  supposed  to  exist  there,  and,  if  taxed  at  all, 
it  is  in  the  State  orkingdom  in  which  its  owner 
resides.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a  man 
resident  in  Virginia,  loanmg  money  to  a  citizen 
of  Ohio.  Could  Ohio  tax  the  lender  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loan?  Certwnly  not.  But  the 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  borrower,  dispose  of 
it  however  he  might — whether  he  retained  it 
on  hand,  or  converted  it  into  property,  or 
loaned  it  again — would  become  at  once  a  sub- 
ject of  taxatim  in  Ohio.    It  is  the  same  be- 
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tween  kiDgdoms  as  States ;  k  long-estaUiebcd 

Srinciple  ol  international  law,  never  depaiud 
■om  in  times  of  peace  and  amity  :  *nd  even  ia 
war,  confiscation,  or  the  suspension  of  the  righa 
of  the  creditor,  and  not  taxation,  is.  the  mod 
resort  agunet  the  credits  of  the  alioi  enoD*. 
There  is  another  clause  in  the  third  page  d 
ihe  Message,  to  which  I  now  aak  the  •tientin 
of  the  Senate ; 

"  It  hat  been  urged  m  au  aiguuieut  lo  bvar  rf 
re-ohutering  the  presant  bank,  tbst  the  caS^  is 
its  loBDi  will  prodoee  great  emb»rn>s»iai.m  sad  Cs- 
tiees.  The  time  alloired  to  doae  ita 
ample  :  and  if  It  hai  been  well  i 
will  b«  ligbt,  and  heavy  only 
meut  his  been  bad.  Ii;  tfa-  - 
distress,  the  fault  wIU  be 
fumisb  a  reason  s^nst  n 
hu  been  hi  obTiously  abiutd.  But  wltl  there 
be  a  time  when  this  reuon  will  be  leas  povoM! 
To  acknowledge  its  force  is  U>  admit  that  the  hiA 
ought  to  be  perpetual ;  and,  as  a  coiuieqaeDoc,  li* 
present  stockhotden,  and  (bose  inheritiDg  tbA 
rights  as  successors,  be  establisbed  a  privileged  iw- 
der,  elothfd  both  with  great  political  piown-,  W 
enjoyins  immense  pecunkrj  advuiljigca,  bom  tk«B 
cODnection  with  the  Oovemnieat." 

This  whole  clanse  is  assumption,  withctf 
argument  or  proof  to  snstain  it  The  qncstiDa 
whether  the  time  to  dose  the  conoem  of  the 
bank  is  or  is  not  ample,  is  one  which  dependi 
upon  8  variety  of  circumstonees,  of  whidi  the 
most  important  are  the  amount  or  ita  lokDS,  and 
ability  of  the  individuals  and  of  the  ooimtry  to 

Eay  uose  loans  without  serious  presenre  npgo 
usiness,  extd  conseqoeot  individual  and  pom 
distress;  but  the  Message  avers  that  if  the 
management  of  the  bank  has  been  good,  tbt 

Eressure,  on  the  withdrawal  of  its  loans,  wQI  be 
ght,  and  heavy  only  in  case  its  managemeat 
has  been  bad.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  the  ideas  conveyed  in  the  Heseage, 
that  the  bank  ought  to  have  made  no  loans  ex- 
cept to  individu^  who  were  full-handed  and 
always  ready  to  pay ;  and  that  they  shoaU  act 
have  been  literal  of  their  loans  in  any  portion 
of  the  country  where  money  was  scares,  and 
the  business  and  the  enterprise  of  the  peopb 
dependent  on  their  capital  to  put  it  in  motioa 
In  other  words,  it  ware,  acooraing  to  the  Mes- 
sage, good  management  to  loan  to  the  rid 
who  are  full  of  capital,  and  can  always  pay.  and 
to  refuse  to  the  poorer  and  more  enterprising 
sections  and  citizens  of  our  country,  who  bor- 
row to  create  capital  from  the  proceeds  of  tb^r 
industry,  aided  by  their  loans.  In  this  I  differ 
from  the  Message  to  the  whole  extent.  Thti 
bonk  was  little  needed  in  that  portion  of  ow 
country  where  capital  has  been  accumnlating 
for  ages,  and  therefore  abounds.  It  was  not 
wanted  in  Boston — they  could  do  well  enou^ 
without  it  in  Kew  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore — but  in  the  West,  the  younger  sister* 
of  our  confederacy,  Ohio,  Aentncky,  Indian^ 
niinois,  And  Uasonri,  where  tLe  wnole  wedth 
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of  tLe  people  has  gpmng  from  Bmall  sarings  of 
the  Industry  and  eoterpriae  of  the  present  gen- 
eration, wbo  tbemtelves  entered  and  snbjn- 
gaced  the  wildernesSi  which  they  have  covered 
irlth  fhiitftil  fields  and  flonrUhing  villages.  In 
tiiese  sections  of  our  oonntry,  cc^ital— aconmn- 
latad  capital — does  not,  and,  in  the  very  nature 
of  thioga,  cannot  exist;  and  there,  of  idl  places 
else,  is  there  need  of  capital  to  SDstain  the  en- 
tenirise  and  aid  the  industry  of  the  people. 

I  have  already  said  that  in  that  section  of  the 
TlDiou  we  are  withoat  capitsl.  The  Bank  of 
tiie  United  Btates,  in  pnrsning  its  own  Interest, 
liBB  Atmt  what  motivee  of  public  spirit  wonid 
hare  prompted.  It  loaned  extensively  where 
it  fbimd  capital  defloient,  and  the  means  of  em- 

Coying  it  abnodant — and  at  this  time  we  have 
Uie  valley  of  tlie  Mississippi  thirty  milliouB 
of  its  funds  invested  and  employed. 

That  the  emi4oyment  of  that  fnnd  has 
hronght  with  it  pnblic  improvement  and  general 
prosperity,  no  one  who  has  watched  the  progress 
of  that  leo^on  of  the  Uoion  unce  the  first  es- 
tablishment of  the  branches  of  this  bank  within 
its  limita,oa&  for  ammneut  doubt.  How  steady 
and  how  n^id  hoa  been  oar  advance,  by  the 
aid  of  this  institntion,  and  other  oooonrring 
esosea,  tmni  a  state  of  financial  and  commerci^ 
depression,  to  one  of  almost  unrivalled  proa- 
Bat,  sir,  the  scene  is  now  to  be  changed.  If 
the  days  of  this  instltntjon  be  nnmbereo,  every 
principle  of  self-protection  must  constrain  it  at 
ODOe  to  prepare  for  its  final  terraination.  The 
capital  of  the  stockholders,  now  invested  in 
this  hank,  mnst  be  withdrawn,  in  order  to  seek 
another  investment.  Those  who  have  its  direc- 
tion, mnst,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  dnty  to 
their  employers,  oall  in  their  loans  and  issnes, 
and  prepare  for  its  final  withdrawal ;  and  I 
now  ask  the  attention  of  the  Benata  to  its 
operaUon  upon  my  own  section  of  the  Union, 
not  with  the  hope  of  changing  the  opinion,  or 
the  coarse  of  any  portion  of  that  minority  who 
Yotad  oriKinally  against  lie  bill,  and  withoat 
whose  ai<r oar  straggle  here  is  fmitless  and  nn- 
svailine;  bnt  I  speak  that  my  own  niay  be 
heard  beyond  these  walls  by  those  whom  I 
represent,  that  they  at  least  m^  know  that  I 
have  not  been  blind  to  their  mterest,  or  on- 
mindM  of  my  dnty  towards  them. 

Sir,  of  the  whole  thirty  millions  loaned  in  the 
'Western  States,  bnt  one  hundred  and  forty 
thonsand  two  ha ndred  dollars  are  owned  as  stock 
in  that  section  of  the  country.  All  beddes  of 
the  whole  thirty  millions  must  l>e,  within  the 
coming  five  years,  collected  and  withdrawn 
ft^HQ  our  oironlation.  Bnt  this  is  not  all :  there- 
are  owned  by  foreignws  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  bank.  This 
torn  can  find,  at  this  time,  no  other  safe  invest- 
msnt  in  onr  oonntry.  That  eight  millions  mnst 
,  be  shipped  from  onr  seaboard  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver to  the  capitalists  of  Europe. 
The  withdrawal  of  that  sum  from  the  actnal 


specie  capital  of  onr  country  most  of  itself  cause 
a  sensible  pressure  in  the  money  market ;  and 
that  pressure,  thoogh  striking  first  on  the  com- 
mercial cities,  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
Union,  especially  in  the  West,  which  has 
always  muntwned  with  them  a  constant  and 
close  connection ;  for,  sir,  scarcely  less  qniokly 
do  the  nerves  in  the  animal  frame  carry  sensa- 
tion between  the  extremities  and  the  brun, 
their  common  centre,  than  do  the  rapid  lines 
of  commercial  intercourse  bear  the  vibrations 
of  money  capital,  the  relation  of  demand  and 
supply  in  the  commercial  world,  from  onr  cities, 
the  centre  and  emporiam  of  that  commerce,  to 
the  extreme  points  of  onr  Union.  What  man 
of  business  who  has  heard  of  a  sndden  claim  on 
one  of  the  commercial  cities  for  a  few  milliona 
of  dollars,  but  has  felt  at  once  the  extended 

Eressare  npon  the  remote  point  which  he  may 
ave  occupied  t  The  transportation  of  this 
eight  milliona  of  specie,  if  it  stood  alone,  and 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  aid  us, 
and  break  the  force  of  the  shook,  we  should 
feel,  and  sensibly  ftel,  even  to  the  farthest 
West, 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  must,  then, 
withdraw  its  issues  and  call  in  its  loans,  or  as 
mnoh  of  them  as  the  amount  of  money  in  the 
coantry  will  meet.  As  this  medium  disappears 
fW>m  among  us,  the  property  of  every  individual 
— land,  houses,  stock — the  fruits  of  tlie  earth — 
the  labor  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  all 
the  products  of  their  labor,  must  go  do^rt,  al- 
most to  nothing :  still,  for  years,  this  debt  wiU 
press  hearier  and  heavier  upon  our  resources. 
The  man  who  owes  the  bank  will  have  his 
debtors,  and  must  press  them  in  order  to  cast 
off  the  burden  fkim  himself.  Suits,  sales  of 
property  under  the  hammer  by  the  officers  of 
the  law,  come  next  in  the  progress  of  events — 
and  this,  sir,  not  upon  the  noh  and  purse-proud, 
the  monopolist  ana  the  aristocratic  son  of  for- 
tune, to  whom  the  President  seems  to  think 
the  bank  is  alone  of  importance,  but  upon  the 
industrious  farmer  and  mechanic,  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  our  republic,  they  who  support  the 
Oovernment  by  their  honest  industry,  and 
whom  the  rulers  of  onr  land  onght,  in  all  things, 
most  carefDlly  to  gnard.  In  this  state  of  things 
the  industrioos  poor  would  be  in  effect  delivered 
over,  bound  hand  and  foot,  to  the  voracious 
moneyed  speculator.  He  who  could  come  into 
the  oonntry  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  like  that 
which  we  once  witnessed,  and  which  is  again 
at  hand,  armed  with  a  few  thousands  of  r^y 
cash,  mighty  if  he  had  the  hardness  of  heart  to 
do  it^  buy  himself  a  dukedom  out  of  the  forms 
of  our  industrious  but  ruined  yeomanry. 
-  Ur.  Glattok  rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  what  had  been  suggested  by  gen- 
tlemen who  bad  gone  before  him  in  the  debate, 
his  own  views  of  the  tme  issue  tendered  by  the 
President  to  the  country  in  the  Message  under 
consideration.  It  was  not  merely  the  questitm 
whether  the  present  Bank  of  the  Uait«d  State* 
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*BhoiiId  be  r«ohartered,  but  wbetber  an^  bank 
whatever  Hbonld  be  established  b;  the  Oovero- 
meat  after  the  expirntjoa  of  the  act  of  Congresg 
incortioratiiig  that  institutioo. 

Thu  Message  oontdns,  sud  ICr.  0.,  two  seo' 
tenoes  which  1  will  veatiire  to  predict  will  b« 
artfuUj  qaot«d  id  the  ccnning  contest,  to  prove 
the  very  reverse  of  the  positioD  which  I  have 
lud  down,  aod  to  delude  the  people  who  are  to 
decide  this  question  as  to  the  real  opioions  of 
the  President  ia  reference  to  the  whole  Bnbjeot, 
We  shall  be  told,  air,  that,  in  the  verj  first  page 
of  thia  dooument,  the  Preddent  has  admitted 
lliat  "  a  Bank  of  the  United  titatea  is,  in  many 
respeota,  convenient  for  the  Government,  and 
nseful  to  the  people ;  "  and  that,  on  the  twelfth 

Eige  of  the  same  paper,  he  has  aud  "  that  a 
ank  of  the  llntt«d  States,  competent  to  ell  the 
dnties  which  maj  be  required  by  the  Govern- 
ment, might  be  so  organized  as  not  to  infringe 
on  onr  own  delisted  powers,  or  the  reserved 
r^hts  of  the  States,  I  do  not  entertain  a  donbt.'' 
Withont  stopping  to  inquire  for  what  pnrpoae 
these  declarations  have  been  introdnaed  into 
the  Hesaage,  we  cannot  bnt  anticipate  the  uses 
to  be  made  of  them  hereafter;  and  aa  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  whole  country  that  no  false 
coloring  shonld  be  given  to  the  Eieontive 
opinion,  by  the  use  of  these  isolated  passages, 
I  will  oonaame  so  much  of  your  time  as  may  be 
necessary  to  dispel  the  illusion  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  create. 

1  repeat,  then,  wr,  that,  from  the  opinions  of. 
the  President,  aa  fnUy  developed  in  tnis  paper, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  tliat  during  his  Admin- 
btration,^nd  while  these  sentiments  remained 
nnohonged,  any  bank  whatever  can  be  estab- 
lished by  this  Government ;  and  to  show  it,  I 
will  content  myself  by  referring  to  a  few  para- 
graphs  in  that  part  of  hia  argument  which 
labors  to  prove  the  present  bank  charter  un- 
oonstitutiousl : 

"On  too  subjects  only  does  the  constitution  rec- 
ogniie  ia  Congress  the  power  to  grant  exclusive 
pnrileees  or  monopolies.  It  declares  that  '  Con- 
gress ahall  faave  power  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  mnd  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited 
tioiea,  10  authors  and  iDventors,  the  exclusive  right 
to  iheic  respective  vrilings  and  discoverlee.'  Out 
of  this  express  delegation  of  power  have  grown  our 
lawn  of  patents  and  copyrights.  As  the  constitu- 
tion expressly  delegates  to  Congress  the  power  to 
grant  eiclu^re  priTileges,  in  these  cases,  u  the 
means  of  executing  the  snbstantiTe  power  'to  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,'  it  is 
consistent  with  tba  fair  rules  of  construction  to 
coDctude  that  nioh  a  power  was  not  mtended  to  bo 
granted  as  a  meaos  of  accomp'.iahing  any  other  end. 
On  every  other  sutyect  which  comes  withla  the 
scope  of  congresnonal  power,  there  is  an  ever-liv- 
ing discretion  In  the  use  of  proper  Eoeans,  which 
cannot  be  restricted  or  abolished  without  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitutioc.  Every  act  of  Congresi, 
therefore,  whicb  atlemptl,  by  grants  of  monopoiies, 
or  sale  of  eiclutire  privileges  for  a  limited  time,  or 
a  time  without  limit,  to  restrict  or  extiaguish  its 
own  discretion  in  the  choice  of  means  to  execute 
its  delegated  poweia,  ia  equivalent  to  a  legislative 


amendment  of  the  conatitntioni,  and  palpably  a 


Here,  and  elsewhere  throngfaont  tba  doei- 
ment,  the  grant  of  a  charter  to  individuals  bi 
banking  porposes  is  demonnoed  as  .the  "gnii 
of  a  monopoly  " — the  "  sale  of  eiolnmve  ptivi- 
legee  " — the  "  grant  oT  «xcliisiv«  privilegea  or 
monopolies,"  "  equivalent  to  a  le^ulAtive  ameed- 
ment  of  theoon8titnUon,and  pttlpRbly  nsooBMi- 
tntionel."  If  a  grant  to  one  moorpovated  ook- 
pany  be  a  monopoly,  we  must  abo  eonridcr  m 
monopolies  several  granta  to  several  soeh  «<n- 
paniee.  Twenty  such  grants  to  twenty  n^ 
companiea  ate  ae  much  ules  of  extdorive  fnivi- 
leges  to  them,  as  that  which  ia  the  peooliar  ad 
present  enbjeot  of  the  President's  wumadrcr 
sions.  This  otpection,  fatal  to  all  tiharten  ^ 
which  private  individuala  are  permitted  to  koU 
stock,  could  be  obviated  only  by  a  grant  rf 
charters  for  banking  purposes  to  all  who  wt 
them — a  mode  of  avrndiog  the  oonstitatiaad 
objection,  not  to  be  8ni»K>Bed  to  have  attend 
into  the  imagination  of  him  who  ioformed  a^ 
in  hia  Meeaege  of  1839,  that  even  the  preach 
bank  hod  entirely  failed  in  the  great  object  of 
establishing  a  sound  and  uniform  oorrMioj. 

What  maimer  of  a  national  bank  ia  that,  sit; 
in  which  the  people  of  onr  ooontry  are  to  be 
prohibited  &om  holding  atook?  Another  im- 
portant feature  of  this  project  is  disclosed  m  As 
ninth  page  of  Qte  Heasage ; 

"The  Oovenment  is  the  only  'proper'  jodg* 

where  ita  agents  should  reride  and  keep  their  ufBct^ 
because  it  best  Imows  where  their  presence  wOl  be 
'necessary.'    It  camiot,  therefore,  be  ' 


The  inference  ia  then  distdnctiy  drawn,  tbit 
a  bank,  which  can  locate  branches  where  it 
pleases,  most  be  a  bank  "  for  other  thaa  pnUie 
purposea  "-~or,  in  other  words,  that  the  powff 
to  establish  two  branches  in  any  State^  "  with- 
ont the  i^jnnc^n  or  reqoest  of  the  Govern- 
ment," is  nnconatitalionRl,  t^ecaose  it  is  not 
necessary  to  the  due  exeondon  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  Goncress. 

1  pot  it  solemnly,  now,  to  honorable  men  d 
all  parties  and  opinions,  to  be  answered  in  can- 
dor at  this  crisis  in  onr  affairs,  what  ia  tlui 
Bcheme,  this  only  constitutional  scheme  of  a 
national  tianfct  What  were  the  featnres  of 
that  bank,  than  which  there  is  no  other  whi<± 
can  obtain  the  ExeonUve  sanction  t  It  is,  si^ 
ttiat  plan  of  a  Government  bank  which  1ms 
been  denounced  by  every  other  intelligent  maa, 
of  every  political  party,  in  ^very  part  of  the 
coantry.  No  one — not  the  most  zealous  polit- 
ical partisan— 4iot  even  a  ungle  ribald  editot 
seeking  office,  has  ever  yet  dared  to  stand  up  is 
the  face  of  the  conntry,  and  proclaim  the  opin 
ion  that  snch  a  bank  could  be  tolented  m  s 
free  country.  Both  in  and  out  of  these  HaUi 
ButJi  a  schema  has  been  ridiculed  hj  men  of  bO 
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Mitiea.  The  Oommittoe  of  W&ja  and  Iteans 
>f  the  other  Eoqm,  composed  of  his  Btronge«t 
xditioal  fHenda,  In  the  fir^  year  of  his  Adiiiiiii»- 
iBtion,  in  their  report  on  this  part  of  the  Presi- 
l«Qt'B  Uesaage  of  1829,  epeahing  of  the  "oor- 
•nptiag  iotlaeDce  which  mioh  tui  institution 
roold  exerdsa  over  the  election*  of  the  ooan- 


night  get  Into  power,  with  HQoh  A  tremendous 
ingine  in  their  h&odB,  it  would  be  almost  im- 
tosaible  to  displace  them  without  some  miraoD- 
oas  interposiaon  of  FrovideDoe," 

I  ask,  wliat  is  to  be  done  for  the  Douttrr ! 
Ul  thinking  inen  must  now  admit  that,  as  the 
ireeent  bank  must  close  its  concerns  in  less 
ban  four  Jttn,  the  peoaniary  distress,  the 
ommeroial  embarraaamenta,  eoaMqnent  npon 
ta  deetraction,  most  exceed  any  thing  which 
kas  ever  been  known  in  onr  btotorj,  noless 
ome  other  bank  can  be  established  to  reliere 
IB.  Eight  and  a  half  millions  of  the  bank 
lapltal,  l>eloii^g  to  foreigners,  must  be  drawn 
iom  ns  to  Enrope.  Seven  milltona  of  tbe 
lapitAl  muM;  be  paid  to  the  Gbveniment,  not  to 
w  loaned  again,  but  to  remain,  as  the  Prendent 
iropoao^  deposited  in  a  branch  of  the  Treasn- 
T,  to  cheok  t^e  issnes  of  the  local  banks.  The 
mmeose  available  reaouroes  of  th&  present 
OBtitntion,  amonnting,  as  appears  b^  the  rc^rt 


nillions  of  dollars  in  notes  diaoonnted, 
lonal  and  other  security,  must  be  paid  to  the 
Mnk.  The  State  bunks  mast  pa;  over  all  their 
iebta  to  the  expiring  inaUtation,  and  curtail 
Jieir  discoQDta  to  do  so,  or  resort,  for  the  relief 
>f  their  debtors,  to  the  old  plan  of  emitting 
nore  paper,  to  be  bought  up  by  speculators  at  a 
leavy  discount.  The  prediction  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
n  1B19  mosE  be  folBlled,  "That  the  de- 
itructioa  of  the  TJotted  States  Bank  woold  be 
followed  by  the  establishment  of  pi^er  money, 
tie  Brmly  believed ;  he  ipight  also  say  he  knew, 
[t  was  an  extremity,  he  said,  &om  which  the 
Bouse  would  recoil."  The  farmer  mnst  again 
leil  his  grun  to  the  conntry  merchant  for  State 
iMok  paper  at  a  discouut  of  from  ten  to  twenty, 
weven  Uiirty  per  cent,  in  the  nearest  commer- 
nal  city.  The  merchant  must  receive  from  the 
burner  the  same  paper  in  exchange  for  all  the 
nerchandise  he  consmnes.  The  merchant  with 
lis  money  most  purchase  other  merchandise  in 
die  dties,  and  most  oflen  setl  it,  at  an  advance 
)n  that  price,  to  the  farmer,  of  twenty  per  cenL 
iO  save  himaelf  A'om  loss. 

The  depreciation  of  the  ptqier  thus  operates 
13  a  tax  on  the  fanner,  the  meohaiuo,  and  all 
lie  eonsomers  of  merchandise,  to  its  whole 
uaonnt.  The  loss  of  confidence  among  men, 
lie  total  derangement  of  chat  admirable  system 
>f  exchanges  which  is  now  acknowledged  to  be 
iKtter  than  exists  in  any  other  country  on  the 
{lobe,  overtrading  and  spedulation  on  false  capi- 
ad  in  every  part  of  tne  country,  that  rapid 
loctuatiou  In  the  standard  of  v^oe  for  money. 


which,  like  the  nnseeu  pestilence,  withers  all 
the  efforts  of  indnstry,  while  tiie  snSbrer  is  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  his  destrnction; 
bankraptcies  and  ruin,  at  the  anticipation  of 
which  the  heart  sickens,  must  follow  in  the  Itmg 
trun  of  evils  which  are  asgnredly  before  us. 


TsuBSDAT,  July  13. 
Th«  Bank  Veto. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  tJie  consideration 
of  the  veto  Message  of  the  Prestdent, 

Kr.  Cl4t  rose.  He  sud  he  had  some  obser- 
vations to  submit  on  this  queetion,  which  he 
woold  not  trespass  on  the  Senate  in  offerins, 
bat  that  it  had  some  command  of  leisure,  £ 
consequence  of  the  oonferenoe  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  in  respect  to  the  tariff. 

A  bill  to  rechfuiier  the  bank  had  recently 
passed  Congress,  after  much  deliberation.  In 
this  body,  we  know  that  there  are  members 
enough,  who  entert^  no  constitutional  somplea, 
to  make,  with  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed,  a  majority  of  two-thirds.  In  the 
House  of  Bepresestatives,  also,  it  Is  believed 
there  is  a  like  m^ority  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
IfotwithBtanding  this  state  of  things,  the  Presi' 
dent  has  r^ected  the  bill,  and  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  an  elaborate  Message,  oommnaicating 
at  large  his  objections.  The  constitution  re- 
quires that  we  ahonld  reconsider  the  bill,  and 
that  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  President's 
objections  notwithstanding,  shall  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  Reepect  to  him,  as  well  as  the 
iojunctions  of  the  constitntion,  reqnire  that 
we  should  deliberately  examine  his  reasons,  und 
reconsider  the  question. 

The  veto  is  an  extraordinary  power,  which, 
though  tolerated  by  the  constitution,  was  not 
expected  by  the  convention  to  be  nsed  in  ordi- 
nary cases.  It  was  designed  for  instances  of 
freeipitate  legislation,  In  ungnarded  moments, 
hns. restrict^,  and  it  bad  been  thns  restricted 
by  all  former  Presidents,  it  might  not  be  mis- 
chievous. DuringMr.  Madison's  Administration 
of  eight  yeois,  there  had  occurred  but  two  or 
three  cases  of  its  exercise.  Dnring  the  last 
Administration,  I  do  not  now  recollect  that  it 
was  once.  In  a  period  littie  upwards  of  three 
years,  the  present  Chief  Ua^trate  has  em- 
ployed the  veto  fbnr  times.  We  now  hear 
ni  freqnentiy,  in  the  progress  of  measure* 
ugh  Oongre^  the  statement  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  veto  them,  nrged  as  an  oljeotion  to 
their  passage. 

The  veto  ishardly  reconcilable  with  the  gen- 
of  representative  Government.    It  is  totally 


irreconcdable  with  it,  if  it  is  to  I>e  freqneatiy 
employed,  in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  meae- 
nres,  as  well  as  their  constitutionality.  It  is  a 
feature  of  our  Oovemment  borrowed  from  a 
prerogative  of  the  Britiah  King.  And  it  !■ 
remarkable  that  in  England  it  has  grown  obso- 
lete, sot  having  been  nsed  for  upwards  ttf  •  , 
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oeotaiT'.  At  the  commenoeineDt  of  the  Freneh 
Terolntion,  in  discnssing  the  principlea  of  their 
ooDstitntioD,  in  the  National  Convention,  th« 
veto  held  b  coDspicnone  fignre.  The  gaj,  Uo^h- 
ing  populatioQ  of  Paris  bestowed  on  the  King 
the  appellation  of  Mon^eur  Veto,  and  the 
Qneen  that  of  Madame  Veto. '  The  convention 
finaUj  decreed  that  if  e,  measure  rqect«d  bj 
tlie  King  should  obtun  the  sanction  of  the  two 
cononnine  L^Hl&tnres,  it  ahoold  be  a  law,  not- 
witiistanding  the  veto.  In  the  constitution  of 
Kentuctj,  and  perhaps  in  some  of  the  State 
constitutions,  it  is  provided  that  if,  after  the  re- 
jection of  t.  bill  by  the  Governor,  it  shall  be 
passed  bv  a  mt^oritj  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  both  Uonses,  it  shall  become  a  law,  notwith- 
standing the  Governor's  objections.  As  a  co- 
ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  the  Chief 
Ma^Btrate  has  great  weight  If,  after  a  respect- 
ful consideration  of  hia  objections  urged  against 
a  bill,  a  mqority  of  all  the  meml>ers  elected  to 
the  Legislature  shall  stUl  pass  it^  notwithstand- 
ing his  official  ioflaenoe  and  the  force  of  his 
reasons,  ought  it  not  to  become  a  law  t  Ought 
the  opinion  of  one  man  to  overrule  that  of  a 
legislative  body  twice  deliberately  eipresaedl 

It  cannot  he  imagined  that  the  convention 
contemplated  the  application  of  the  veto  to  a 
iiuestion  which  has  been  so  long,  so  often,  and 
HO  thoroughly  scmtinized,  as  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  by  every  department  of 
the  Government,  in  almost  every  stage  of  its 
existence,  and  by  the  people,  and  by  the  State 
Le^islatores.  Of  all  the  controvarted  questions 
which  have  sprung  np  under  our  Government, 
not  one  has  been  so  folly  investigated  as  that  of 
its  power  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.     More  than  seventeen  years  ago,  in 


ing  the  qnestion  of  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  being  precluded,  in  my  Judgment,  hy 
repeated  recognitions,  nnder  varied  circora- 
atances,  of  the  validity  of  such  an  institution,  in 
acts  of  the  legislative,  eiecntive,  and  judicial 
branches  of  the  Government,  accompanied  by 
indications,  in  different  modes,  of  a  concur- 
rence of  the  general  will  of  the  nation."  Mr. 
Madison,  himself  opposed  to  the  first  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  yielded  his  own  convictions 
to  those  of  the  nation,  and  all  the  departments 
of  the  Government  thns  often  expressed.  Euh- 
aequent  to  this  true,  but  strong  statement  of  the 
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the  departments  of  the  Government,  manifest- 
ing their  settled  sense  of  the  power,  have  been 
added  to  those  wliich  existed  prior  to  the  date 
of  ii^.  Madison's  Ueesage. 

No  question  has  been  more  generally  dis- 
oaased,  within  the  last  two  yoar8,by  the  people 
at  large,  and  In  Stat«  Legislatures,  than  that  of 
the  bank;  and  tliis  consideration  of  it  has 
been  prompted  by  tlio  President  himself.  In 
hia  first  Keieage  to  Oongraw,  (in  December, 


1839,)  he  brouoht  the  subject  to  the  vier  ^ 
that  body  and  Qte  nation,  and  expresdy  dednd 
that  it  conld  not,  for  the  interests  of  ill  n» 
cemed,  be  "  too  soon  "  settled.  In  each  vl  lui 
subsequent  annual  Mesaagea,  in  1S2S  and  ■ 
1S81,  ha  again  invited  the  attenUon  i3t  C<Hi|rw 
to  the  subject.  Thna,  after  an  intern]  <i  tn 
years,  and  after  the  ioterventioa  of  thedeoiii 
of  a  new  Congress,  the  President  delibenltl* 
renews  his  recommendation  to  oonoder  th 
qnestion  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tt« 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  And  yet  hit  ftiodi 
now  declare  the  agitation  of  the  qnestion  to  U 
premature  1  It  was  not  premature  in  IBtt  to 
present  the  question,  bat  it  is  premitnn  ii 
18S2  to  conuder  and  decide  it  I 

After  the  President  bad  directed  public  stt» 
tion  to  this  question,  it  became  not  only  a  \aft 
of  popular  conversation,  but  was  discOEsed  ii 
the  press,  and  employed  as  a  theme  in  pvpilv 
elections.  I  was  myself  intenwated  aa  vmt 
occasions  than  one,  to  make  a  pnblic  expre«oi 
of  my  sentiments ;  and  a  friend  of  aht,  is 
Kentucky,  a  candidate  for  the  State  LegislitE«i 
told  me,  near  two  years  ago,  that  he  «u  nr 

Erised,  in  an  obscure  part  of  Ida  coontrj,  (tbe 
ills  of  Benson,)  where  there  was  but  llllli 
occasion  for  batiks,  to  find  hinMelf  qaetlioofd 
on  the  stump  as  to  the  recharter  of  the  Buit<i 
the  United  States.  It  seemed  as  if  a  sott  i' 
general  order  had  gone  out  from  head-quirlM 
to  the  partisans  of  the  Adininistraticu  ewj- 
where,  to  ilgi^U  ^d  make  the  moat  of  til 
question,  "niey  have  done  so :  and  their  cm- 
dition  now  reminds  me  of  the  fable  hivutd 
by  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  Eagle  and  the  Ost,t° 
demonstrate  that  jGsop  had  not  eihuM 
invention,  in  the  constrnction  of  his  meniwiH' 
fables.  The  eade,  you  know,  Mr.  Pre^dt^ 
ponnosd,  from  his  lofty  flight  J&  tbe  air,  up* 
a  cat,  taking  it  to  be  a  nig.  aXving  bone  rf 
his  prize,  be  quickly  felt  moat  pamfollj  ih 
paws  of  the  cat  thrust  deeply  into  his  a^ 
and  body.  Whilst  flying,  he  held  a  pariey  win 
tie  supposed  pig,  and  proposed  to  let  go  hi*  boH 
if  the  other  would  let  him  alone.  No,  ■;> 
puss,  you  brought  me  troni  yonder  earth  bcJor, 
and  I  will  hold  fast  to  you  nntii  ywi  carry  a* 
back ;  a  condition  to  which  the  eagle  rudil; 
assented. 

The  friends  of  the  Prendent,  who  have  ha 
for  near  three  years  agitating  this  qnestion,  bo* 
turn  round  upon  their  opponents  who  IkK 
supposed  the  President  quite  eerlwiB  and  >> 
earnest,  in  presuiting  it  for  public  conndent"^ 
and  charge  them  with  prematnrely  agitatJuj/J 
And  that  for  electioneering  purposes  1^  Taj 
other  side  onderstands  perfectly  the  polJBT  » 
preferring  an  unjust  charge  in  order  to  stoM  » 
well-founded  accusation.  _      _ 

If  there  he  an  electioneering  raotits  tow 
matter,  who  have  been  actuated  by  itt  ""J 
who  have  taken  the  President  at  his  word,i» 
deliberated  on  a  measure  which  he  l>t^  '^ 
peattfdly  recommended  to  their  oowdd*i«»«! 
or  those  who  have  resorted  to  all  wrt"  ■ 
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nuna  to  elnde  the  qnestioD  t  Bj  alteriLaUl; 
KMxiDg  uid  tlirealenuig  tlie  bant ;  bj  an  ei- 
ntordinarj  inTeBlisatioa  tato  tbe  admiiijstration 
«f  the  bank ;  aad  bj  every  species  of  poBtpon^- 
nent  and  procrasUnotion,  duiing  the  progreBS 
•f  the  bilL  W 

If  otwithatanding  all  these  dilatory  expedients, 
\  niMOrity  of  Congress,  prompted  by  the  4rill 
ind  Uie  beat  interests  of  tlie  DOtion,  passed  the 
lill.  And  I  shall  now  proceed,  with  great 
eepect  and  defereuoe,  to  exauiine  some  of  the 
ilyactJons  to  ita  becoming  a  law,  contuned  in 
he  Presideot'e  Ueasase,  avoiding,  as  mnob  as  I 
An,  A  repeUtion  of  what  gentlemen  have  said 
rha  preceded  me. 

Tlie  Presidant  thinks  that  the  precedents, 
Inwn  from  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  as  to 
h«  coQHtitotionu  power  to  establish  a  bank^ 
ire  neotrotized,  bj  there  being  two  for,  and 
'WO  against  the  anthoritj.  He  supposes  that 
•□e  Congress  in  1811,  and  another  in  1S15, 
lecided  against  the  power.  Let  ns  examine 
>oth  of  these  cases.  The  Honse  of  Repreeent- 
itivea,  in  1811,  passed  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
lank,  and  consequentlj  affirmed  the  power, 
rbe  Senate  dnring  the  same  year  were  divided, 
.7  and  17,  and  the  Vice  President  gave  the 
lasUng  vote.  Of  the  seventeen  who  looted 
lounst  the  bank,  we  know,  from  the  declara- 
«on  of  the  Senator  from  Moryltuid,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
LOW  present^  that  he  entertdned  no  donbt 
xrhatever  of  the  const! totional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  a  bank,  and  that  he  voted  on 
otally  distinct  gromtd.  Talung  away  his  vote, 
ud  adding  it  to  the  17  who  voted  for  the  bank, 
he  niunber  wonld  have  stood  18  for,  and  16 

r'  ast  the  nower.  Bnt  we  know,  farther,  that 
(jaillaro,  Ur.  Anderson,  and  Mr.  Robinson, 
nade  a  part  of  that  10 ;  sod  that  in  1819  all 
hree  of  them  voted  for  the  bank.  Take  those 
iiree  vot£s  from  the  16,  and  add  them  to  tbe 
18,  and  the  vote  of  1811,  as  to  the  qneetjon  of 
ihe  constitntionol  power,  wonld  have  been  81 
ind  18.  And  of  these  thirteen,  there  might 
liaveb^en  others  sldll  who  were  not  governed  in 
Ihdr  votes  by  any  donbts  of  the  power. 

In  regard  to  the  Congress  of  181G,  so  far  fVom 
heir  having  entertained  any  scruples  in  respect 
o  the  power  to  establish  a  bank,  they  ootnally 
itssed  a  bank  bill,  and  thereby  affirmed  the 
lower.  It  is  tme  that,  by  the  casting  vote  of 
he  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Mr.  Obevea,)  thej  r^ected  another  bank  bill, 
nt  on  gronnds  of  want  of  power,  bnt  npon 
onaiderations  of  expediency  m  the  particular 
tTDctnre  of  that  bank. 

Both  the  adverse  precedents,  therefore,  relied 

rn  in  tbe  Message  operate  directly  agunst 
•i^oment  which  they  were  brongbt  forward 
o  maintain.  Coogres^  by  varioas  other  acts, 
n  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
IBS  again  and  again  sanctioned  the  power. 
Uid  I  believe  it  may  be  trnly  affirmed  that, 
rem  tlie  commencement  of  the  Government  to 
his  day,  there  has  not  been  a  Congress  opposed 
o  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  npon  the 
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dlstinat  gronnd  of  a  want  of  power  t«  estab- 
lish it. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  1  mnst  request  the 
indulgence  of  tbe  Senate,  whilst  I  ezpreas  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  myself. 

I  voted  in  1811,  against  the  old  Bonk  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  delivered  on  the  occasion  a 
speech,  in  which,  among  other  reasons,  I 
assigned  that  of  its  being  nnoonstitntional. 
My  speech  bos  been  read  to  the  Senate  during 
the  progress  of  this  bill,  bnt  the  reading  of  it 
excited  no  other  regret  than  (bat  it  was  read  in 
such  a  wretched,  bangling,  manglinc  manner. 
During  a  long  public  life,  (I  mention  the  fact  not 
OS  claiming  any  merit  for  it,)  the  only  great  ques- 
tion in  which  I  have  ever  changed  my  opinion,  is 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
researchea  of  the  Senator  bad  carried  him  alittle 
further,  he  would,  by  turning  over  a  few  more 
leaves  of  the  some  book  from  which  he  read  my 
speech,  have  found  that  which  I  made  in  1816, 
in  support  of  the  present  bank.  By  the  reasons 
assigned  in  ifr  for  the  change  of  my  opinion,  I 
am  ready  to  abide  in  the  jud^ent  of  the 
present  generation  and  of  posterity.  In  1818, 
being  Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  EepreaentatJv^ 
it  was  perfectly  in  my  power  to  have  sua 
nothing  and  done  nothing,  and  tlms  have  con- 
cealed the  change  of  opinion  which  my  mind 
hod  undergone.  Bat  I  did  not  oboose  to  rem^n 
silent  and  escape  responsibility.  I  chose  pub- 
licly to  avow  my  actual  conversion.  The  war, 
and  the  fatal  experience  of  Its  disastrous  events, 
had  changed  me.  Mr,  Madison,  Governor  Pleas- 
ants, and  almost  all  the  public  men  around  me, 
my  political  friends,  had  changed 'their  opinions 
from  the  some  canses. 

Tbe  power  to  establish  a  bank  ia  deduced 
from  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
confers  on  Congress  all  powers  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  enumerated 
powers.  In  1811, 1  believed  a  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States  not  necessary,  and  that  a  aafb 
reliance  might  bo  placed  on  the  local  banks, 
in  tbe  administration  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
Government.  Tbe  war  taught  ns  many  lessons ; 
and,  among  others,  demonstrated  the  necessity 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  successful 
operations  of  the  Government.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  perusal  of  my  speech 
in  1816,  bnt  ask  its  permisnon  to  read  a  few 
extracts: 

"  Bat  bow  stood  the  case  in  ISIS,  when  fa«  was 
called  npoa  again  to  ezaoiiae  tbe  poirers  of  the 
Genera]  Government  to  incorporate  a  national  - 
bank  1  A.  total  change  of  eircamstansea  was  pre- 
sented— eventa  of  tbe  utmost  magnitade  had  inter* 

"  A  Keoeral  ■oapensEon  of  specie  payments  bad 
taken  place,  and  this  had  led  to  a  train  of  coose- 
quepces  of  the  moat  alarming  natare.  He  beheld, 
diepened  over  the  immeiiBe  extent  of  the  United 
States,  about  three  haodced  banking  instltDtiona, 
enjoying,  la  diSkrcDt  degrees,  the  cODDdence  of  tbe 
public,  shaken  as  to  them  all,  under  no  direct  oon- 
trol  of  the  Qeneral  Govemmeat,  and  sulyect  to  DO 
actual  reaponsibility  to  the  State  authoiitlet.    Tbaat 
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ioftitntiDni  were  emit^ng  the  actud  cumne;  of  the 
Dnhed  SutM — ■  cnrranef  counting  of  paper,  oa 
which  thej  neither  paid  lolerat  nor  priooipal, 
vbllM  iC  WM  eichiDged  for  the  paper  of  the  com- 
n  which  both  were  paid.     We  nw  '*-  - 


lugheit  attribatei  of  aoTeraigiitj — the  regulatit 
of  the  carrent  DMdiuin  of  the  conntry.  Thejwera 
DO  lotigcTcoiiipeieat  toaseitt  the  Trrasnrx  In  either 
of  the  great  operaUooi  of  collection,  deposit,  or 
diMriboSoD  of  tlie  publia  reTenaes.    In  fact,  the 

Kper  which  thej  eniltted,  and  wbioh  the  Treaanrj, 
im  the  force  of  ereDti,  fouud  itself  comtnuoed  to 
tecelTo,  WM  conitAntlr  obitnicting  the  openttions 
of  that  department ;  far  It  would  accomiilate  where 
it  WBi  not  wanted,  and  coold  not  be  tned  where  it 
WB*  wanted,  for  the  pnrpoeea  of  OoTemment,  wlch- 
oat  a.nnQoai  and  aiUtrary  brokerage.  Erery  man 
who  paid  to  or  rsouved  from  the  Oo*entiiMet,  paid 
or  r»cd*edaamnehlesi  than  be  ought  to  IiaTe  done, 
M  WM  die  dUferuiee  between  tlie  medimn  in  whicli 
the  permeat  wu  effbeted  and  (peele.  Taie*  were 
lOliHiger  uniform.  In  New  England,  where  epede 
ajments  liad  not  been  inspended,  the  people  were 
uled  upon  to  pay  larger  contribation*  thui  where 
Qmj  were  lutpended.  In  Kentucky  ai  mnch  more 
wu  paid  bj  the  people  in  their  taiee,  than  wu 
paid,  for  example,  in  the  State  of  Otilo,  u  Eentnck j 
paper  wu  worth  more  than  Ohio  paper.    "    •    • 

"  Considering,  then,  tlut  the  Itate  of  the  enrren- 
ey  wu  Kuoh  that  no  thinking  man  could  contemplate 
it  without  the  moet  eerioiia  alarm ;  that  it  threat- 
ened general  diabvia,  if  it  did  not  ultimately  lead 
to  ooDTuliion  and  aabreridon  of  the  GoTHrameot,  it 
appeared  to  lilm  to  Im  the  duty  of  Con^reM  to  ap- 
{My  a  remedy,  if  a  remedy  could  be  doTiaed.  A.  na- 
tional bank,  with  other  auxiliary  meaiurea,  wu  pro- 
poaed  u  that  remedy.  Ur.  Ci-iT  anid  he  de- 
termined to  examine  the  question  with  u  little 
prqjodioe  u  poealble  ariaing  from  his  former  otnn- 
ion ;  Jie  koew  that  the  aajeit  course  to  him,  if  he 
puraoed  a  oold,  calcuUtiag  prudence,  wa«  to  ftdhcre 
to  that  optaioD,  right  or  wrong.  He  was  perfectly 
aware  that  if  be  twanged,  or  seemed  to  change  it, 
he  should  eipoee  himself  to  aome  censure ;  but, 
looking  at  the  subject  with  the  light  ihedupoa  It  by 
erente  happening  since  the  commencemeut  of  the 
war,  he  could  no  longer  doubt.  "  •  "He 
preferred,  to  the  suggestioni  of  the  pride  of  con- 
aistency,  the  evident  interests  of  the  community, 
and  determined  to  throw  himself  upon  thur  Justice 
and  eajidor." 


The  interest  vhicb  foreigner*  hold  in  the 
existing  Bonk  of  the  United  8tnt«s  is  dwelt 
upon  in  the  Message  as  a  seriona  objection  to  the 
rochart«r.  Bat  this  iat«rest  ia  the  reanlt  of  the 
assiKnable  nature  of  the  stock ;  and  if  the  ob- 
jection be  well  fonnded,  it  appliea  to  Gov- 
emment  atock,  to  the  stock  in  local  banks,  in 
oanol  and  other  oompanies,  creat«d  for  ioternal 
improvenients,  and  every  speciea  of  monej  or 
movables  in  which  foreigners  may  acqnire  an 
interest  The  assignable  character  of  the  stock 
is  a  qnalitr  conferred,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
forei^ers,  bnt  for  that  of  onr  own  citisena. 
And  the  fact  of  its  being  transferred  to  them  is 
the  effoot  of  the  balance  of  trade  being  ag^nst 
tia — an  evil,  if  it  be  tote,  which  the  .^nwican 


ayatem  wiU  correct.  All  GOTemmeDta  wuKag 
capital  resort  to  fc^eign  nations  poaseasing  itii 
snperabandiuioa,  to  obtvn  iL  SontetiiiM*  Urn 
resort  ia  even  made  by  one  to  anoAor  bdfi- 
gerent  nation,  goring  oor  nvtitaioaaxj  wu 
we  obtained  forfl^  capital  (Datd  and  Frac^ 
to  Md  na.  During  the  late  war  Amniean  *Mt 
was  WDt>to  Ean^  to  sell ;  and,  if  I  am  nat 
mifflnformed,  to  Liverpool.  The  qDeation  tei 
not  depend  upon  the  place  whence  the  o^Btd  ii 
obtained,  bnt  the  advantageona  Tiae  ot  it.  The 
coofideuoe  of  foreigners  in  oor  atocks  in  a  ptitf 
of  the  aolidity  of  onr  credit.  Formgnen  haie 
no  v<rfoe  in  the  admlnistrstioD  of  this  bank; 
and  if  they  boy  its  atock,  thej  are  obtigadia 
snbmit  to  citizens  of  the  Cnitad  8taue  to 
manage  it  The  Senator  fnKn  Tenneeaee  (Mr. 
WaiTR)  asks  what  would  have  been  the  oca£- 
tion  of  this  oonntry,  tf^  dnring  the  late  war,  tU 
bank  had  existed,  with  sach  an  interest  in  it « 
foreignera  now  hold)  I  will  tall  him.  ITa 
ahoold  have  avoided  many  of  the  dtsasten  «f 
that  war ;  perhaps  those  of  ]>etroil,  and  rf 
this  place.  The  (Government  wonld  hsve  pta- 
eesfted  ample  means  for  its  vigoroiu  proeei» 
tion ;  and  the  interest  of  forei^ers  (Brrtidi 
sabjects  especially)  wonld  have  operated  vpoB 
them,  not  upon  as.  Will  it  not  be  «  serions  cnfl 
to  be  obliged  to  remit  in  spede  to  foreigncn 
the  eight  millions  which  they  now  have  in  tliii 
hank,  instead  of  retaining  that  capital  wittia 
the  country  to  stimnlate  its  indnstrj  aad  ents- 

The  President  Bsslgns  in  his  Kassage  a  ea>- 
aptcQons  place  to  the  alleged  InjnrioDS  operatioi 
of  the  bank  on  the  Interests  of  the  Westeca 
people.  They  onght  to  be  mnch  indebted  ti 
him  for  his  kindneu  manifested  towards  then ; 
althongh  I  think  they  have  much  reaeon  todep- 
reeate  it  The  people  of  all  the  West  owe  te 
thia  bank  about  thirty  miUions,  whieb  bava 
been  borrowed  fhun  it ;  and  the  Prendeni 
thinks  that  the  payments  for  die  Interest,  aa^ 
other  facUitiea  which  they  derive  from  Ot 
operation  of  this  bank,  are  eo  onerona  aa  ta 
prodnce  "  a  drain  of  their  onrrency,  which  d« 
country  can  bear  withont  inconvenience  and 
occasional  distress."  His  remedy  is  to  oompri 
them  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  debt  which  they 
have  contracted  in  a  period  short  of  four  jean 
Now,  Mr.  Prewdeot,  if  they  cannot  pay  ijie  in- 
terest withont  distress,  how  are  they  to  pay 


ment  of  the  interest  be  or  be  not  a  harden  to 
them,  is  a  qnestion  for  themselves  to  dedd^ 
respecting  which  they  might  be  diapoeed  to  dis- 
pense witii  the  kindneaa  of  the  Premdent  U, 
inateod  of  borrowing  thirty  millions  from  tht 
bank,  they  had  Ixjrrowed  a  like  som  from  a 
Girard,  John  Jacob  Astor,  or  any  otiier  banker, 
what  wonld  they  think  of  one  who  should  ooma 
to  them  and  say — "  Gentlemen  of  the  Weet,  it 
will  min  yon  to  pay  the  interest'cn  that  deh^ 
and  therefore  I  will  oblige  yon  to  pay  the  whole 
of  theprindpalinlessthaafinir7ear&''    Wmdd 
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ikejnot  reply — "  We  know  wti«t  wetra  ftlMQt; 
mind  jonr  owa  bndaesa ;  we  are  utisfied  Uimt 
n  ours  we  cuk  make  not  onl/  the  interest  on 
irhat  we  loan,  but  a  fair  profit  betide." 

A  great  mistake  exists  about  the  Western 
■manlaon  of  the  bank.  It  U  not  the  bank,  bnt 
ae  budoeas,  the  oommeroe  of  the  West,  and  the 
^rations  of  Qoveroment,  tiut  occasion  the 
fanafer  anonally  of  money  from  the  West  to 
lie  Atlantic  States.  What  is  the  actoal  conrse 
)f  things?  The  boMnees  and  oommeroe  of  the 
Vest  are  carried  on  with  New  Orleana,  with 
lie  Sonthem  and  Ebathweetern  States,  and 
Irilh  the  Atlantic  ciUes.  We  transport  our 
lead  ot  inanimate  prodnoe  to  New  Orleans,  and 
■eoeiTB  in  retnm  oaeaks  or  dratts  of  the  Bank 
if  tiie  United  States,  at  a  preminm  of  a  half 
wr  oent.  We  send  by  onr  drovera,  oar  live 
itock  to  the  South  and  Sonthwest,  and  receive 
nmilar  checks  in.  retam.  With  these  drafts  or 
iheoka  onr  merchants  proceed  to  the  Atlantic 
itwa,  and  purchase  domestio  or  foreign  goods 
'or  Westwn  consumption.  The  lead  and  fir 
zade  with  Misaonri  uid  Illinois  is  alao  carried 


ransfers  to  plaoee  where  it  b  wanted,  through 
ihat  bank,  Uie  sum*  aocamnlated  at  the  different 
and  offloee  for  porchases  of  the  pnbUo  lands. 

Now,  all  these  varied  operations  most  go  on 
—^  ^leee  remittances  mnst  be  made,  Bank  of 
Jie  nnited  States  or  no  bank.  The  bank  does 
lot  create,  bnt  it  facilitates  them.  The  bank  is 
I  mere  vehicle,  jnst  as  mnch  so  as  the  steam- 
yttX  is  the  vebiole  which  tranqiorts  oar  prod- 
ice  to  the  great  mart  of  New  Orleans,  and 
lot  the  grower  of  that  prodnoe.  It  is  to  oon- 
bood  cause  and  effect,  to  attribate  to  the 
Mnk  the  tranafer  of  money  from  the  West  to  the 
Eaat!  Annihilate  the  bank  to-morrow,  and 
nmilar  tranafera  of  capital,  the  same  description 
it  peenniary  operations,  must  be  continaed ; 
lot  so  well,  it  is  tnie,  bnt  performed  they  mntt 
tte,  ill  <»-  well,  nnder  any  sUte  of  oirenm- 

The  true  qneetiona  are,  how  are  they  now 
jierformed  ?  how  were  tiey  condactad  prior 
10  the' existence  of  the  bank!  how  wonld 
ihey  be  after  it  ceased !  I  can  tell  yon  what 
iras  onr  oondilion  before  the  bank  was  estab- 
ished ;  and,  as  I  reason  from  past  to  fatnre 
ucperienee^  nnder  analogous  oironmstanoeB,  I 
)an  Tentnre  to  predict  what  it  will  probably  be 
nUioat  the  bank. 

Befbre  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Jnited  States,  the  exchange  boslDess  of  the 
Veat  waa  carried  on  by  a  preminm,  which  waa 
[enerally  paid  on  all  remittances  to  tlie  East  of 
,wo  and  a  naif  per  oent.  The  t^i^gate  amount 
)f  all  remittaaoee,  tbrooghont  tbe  whole  circle 
>f  the  year,  was  very  great ;  and,  instead  of  Che 
nm  then  paid,  we  now  pay  half  per  cent,  or 
lothing  if  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Doited 
Jtates  be  nsed.  Prior  to  the  bank  we  were 
vithont  the  capital  of  the  thirty  millions  which 
lutt  instltittion  now  soppliea,  stimulating  our 
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indoitry  and  invigorating  onr  enterprise.  In 
Eentni^y  w«  have  no  spede  paying  bank, 
Boarcely  any  currency  other  Uian  that  of  p^>er 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  ita 
branches. 

Bow  is  the  West  to  pay  this  enormous  debt 
of  thirty  millions  of  dollars  t  It  is  impos^ble. 
It  cannot  be  done.  General  distress,  certain, 
wide-spread,  inevitable  rnin,  mnrt  be  the  conse- 
qaenoes  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  paymenL 
Depression  in  the  vslue  of  all  property,  HneriSJi' 
sales  and  sacriSces — bankmptcyj  must  neces- 
sarily ensne ;  and,  with  tl|em,  relief  laws,  papqf 
money,  a  prostration  of  the  conrts  of  inatioe, 
evils  from  which  we  have  just  eraergea,  must 
agfUD,  with  all  their  train  of  afflictions,  revirit 
onr  country.  Bat  it  is  argued  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Wbitk,)  that  rimilar 
predictions  were  made,  withont  being  realized, 
fhim  the  down&U  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  is,  however,  to  be  reooUected  that 
the  old  bank  did  not  possess  one-third  of  the 
capital  of  the  present;  thatithadbutoneofiBce 
west  of  the  monntains,  whihit  the  preaent  baa 
nine ;  and  that  it  had  little  or  no  debt  dne  to 
it  in  that  qnarter,  whilst  the  present  bank  haa , 
thirty  millions.  The  war,  too,  which  shortly 
followed  the  downfall  of  the  old  bank,  and  the 
snspention  of  specie  payments  which  soon 
followed  the  war,  prevented  the  ipjnry  appre- 
hended from  the  diBOontinoanoe  of  the  cdd 
bank. 

The  same  gentieman  ftuiher  argnea  that  the 
day  of  payment  mnat  come ;  and  he  asks  when, 
better  uian  nowf  Is  it  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  is  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  to  be 
perpetual  ?  Why,  Ur.  Prudent,  bH  things- 
governments,  republics,  empires,  laws,  human 
life — doubtless  are  to  have  an  end ;  bnt  shall 
we  therefore  accelerate  their  termination !  The 
West  is  now  young,  wants  capital,  and  its  vast 
resonrcea,  needing  nourishment,  are  daily  de- 
veloping. By  and  by,  it  will  accnmnlate 
wealth,  from  ita  industry  and  enterprise,  and 
poeaeas  its  snrplas  capital.  The  charter  is  not 
made  perpetnal,  because  it  is  wrong  to  bind 
posterity  perpetnslly.  At  the  end  of  the  term 
limited  for  its  renewal,  posterity  will  have  the 
power  of  determining  for  itself  whether  the 
bank  shall  then  be  wonnd  np,  or  prolonged 
another  term.  And  that  question  may  be 
decided,  as  it  now  ought  to  be,'by  a  considera- 
tion of  the  interests  of  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
the  West  among  the  rest.  Sufficient  for  the 
day  b  the  evil  thereof. 

The  President  tolls  ns  that,  if  the  Eiecntive 
had  been  called  upon  to  fbrnish  the  project  of 
a  bank,  the  duty  wontd  have  been  cheerfully 
performed ;  and  be  states  that  a  bank,  com- 
petent to  all  the  duties  which  may  be  reqnlred 
by  the  Government,  might  be  organized  as  not 
to  infringe  on  onr  own  delegated  powers,  or 
the  reserved  rights  of  the  States.  The  Presi- 
dent is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  legislative 
department.  As  snoh,  hills  which  have  passed 
both  Honses  of  Oongreos,  are  presented  to  him 
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fbr  his  ^proval  or  r^eotion.  Hie  idea  of  going 
to  tbe  Prwident  for  the  pK^eot  uf  a  law,  u  to- 
tallr  new  in  the  practice,  and  ntterlj  oontrarr 
to  U>a  th«ot7  of  the  Government.  What  abould 
we  think  of  the  8enate  calling  npon  the  Hoom, 
or  the  EoQse  npon  the  Benat«^  for  the  project 
of  alawf 

of  all  lawB,  and  none  «oi 
ing  been  preTioDslj  presented  to  one  of  the 
Ohtunbers  by  the  Grown,  tliroagh  the  Miniatera. 
I>o«o  the  President  wish  to  introdooe  the  initia- 
tiva  here)  Are  the  powers  of  reoommendatioii, 
and  that  of  veto,  not  enfficient  ?  Must  all  l^pe- 
lation,in  iCe  commen  cement  and.  in  its  tennina- 
UoD,  coDoentrate  in  the  President  ?  When  we 
■hall  have  reached  that  state  of  things,  the  elec- 
tion and  annual  aesgiona  of  Congreaa  will  be  a 
useless  charge  npon  the  people,  wd  the  whole 
bnuneas  of  Qovemment  may  be  economioallf 
oondncted  bj  okaaes  and  decreea. 

Congress  does  sometimee  receive  the  sngges- 
tiona  and  opinions  of  the  heads  of  departments, 
as  to  new  laws.  And,  at  the  oomraencement 
of  this  session,  in  his  annual  report,  the  Beore- 
,  tMrj  of  the  Treasury  stated  his  reasons  at  targe, 
not  merely  in  favor  of  a  bank,  bnt  in  sapport 
of  the  existing  bank.  Who  could  have  believed 
that  that  responsible  officer  was  commnnicating 
to  Congress  opinions  directly  adverse  to  those 
entertamed  bj  the  President  himself!  When 
befora  haa  it  happened  that  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment recommended  ttie  passage  ot  a  law, 
whidi,  bdng  aooordingl;  passed  and  presented 
to  the  Presden^  is  enbjected  to  his  veto? 
What  sort  of  a  bank  it  is,  with  a  project  of 
which  the  Prendent  wonld  have  deigned  to 
ftimish  Oongresa,  if  they  had  applied  to  bim,  he 
has  not  stated.  In  the  absence  of  sach  state- 
ment, we  can  only  cocjectnre  that  it  is  his 
&moas  Treasnry  Bank,  formerly  recommended 
by  him,  from  which  the  people  have  recoiled 
irith  the  instinctive  horror  excited  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  cholera. 

The  Message  states  that  "  an  investiration 
unwillingly  conceded,  and  so  restricted  in  tune  as 
necessat^  to  make  it  incomplete  and  nnaatis- 
factory,  discloses  enough  to  excite  snapicion  and 
alarm."  As  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  the  President's  objections  notwitA- 
standin^,  by  a  constitntional  m^ority  of  two- 
thirds.  It  con  never  reach  the  HoOBe  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  members  of  that  Hottse,  and 
especislly  its  distinguished  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  reported  the 
bill,  are  therefore  cut  off  from  all  opportnnity 
of  aefending  themselves.  Under  these  circnm- 
stances.  allow  me  to  ask  how  the  President  has 
ascertained  that  the  investigation  was  unwiU- 
ingly  conceded!  I  have  understood  direcUy 
the  contrary ;  and  that  the  chairman  already 
referred  to,  as  well  as  other  members  in  flavor 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  promptly  con- 
sented to  and  voted  for  the  investigation.  And 
we  all  know  tiiat  those  in  support  of  tbe'renewal 
oonld  have  prevented  the  investigation,  and 


that  Uiey  did  not  But  suspicion  and  daa 
have  been  exdted.  8aapi<ui>n  and  ilnl 
Agunat  whom  is  this  sns[»cion  I  Tba  HiMt 
or  the  bank,  ot  both  I 

Mr.  Proaident,  I  protest  against  the  ri^t  d  ; 
any  Chief  Magistrate  to  come  into  rither  Bow 
of  Oongresa,  and  scrutinize  the  motive*  of  in 
members ;  to  examine  whether  a  measare  ka 
been  passed  vitii  promptitude  or  repngnKc; 
and  to  pronoonoe  npon  the  willtngneM  «  ■■ 
willingueaa  with  which  it  haa  been  t/iafiai  v 
rejected.  It  is  an  interferenoe  in  cmwh 
which  partake  of  a  domestie  natore.  Tk 
official  and  oonstitotional  relataona  between^ 
President  and  the  two  Houeee  at  CaomKmk 
sist  with  them  as  orgeniied  bo^Ucs.  HJsiaiM 
is  confined  to  thur  consnnunated  piocesfiipk 
and  does  not  extend  to  measorea  in  their  isiir- 
lent  stages,  during  their  progreaa  thioB^  Ik 
Houses,  nor  to  the  motives  by  which  (be^ai. 


There  are  scmie  parts  of  this  Messaga  Ifaa 
ought  to  excite  deep  alarm;  and  thatespxid; 
in  which  the  President  annoances  that  esd 
public  officer  may  interpret  the  conatitatiM  ■ 
he  pleases.  His  Isngoage  is:  "Each  paUi 
officer,  who  takes  an  oath  to  enpport  tb«  ns- 
stitntion,  awears  that  he  will  anpport  it  m  k 
nnderstands  it,  and  not  as  it  is  ondentood  b; 
others."  •  •  •  i'  jjjg  ofHnion  of  lb 
judges  haa  no  more  aathorit^  over  0(»pH 
than  the  opinion  of  Congress  has  over  it 
Judges ;  ana,  on  that  point,  the  PnaiM  » 
independent  of  both."  How,  Mr.  Prendail 
conceive,  with  great  deference,  that  the  IW 
dent  has  mistaken  the  purport  of  the  oalh  (• 
support  the  Constilntion  of  the  United  SatH. 
Vo  one  swears  to  support  it  as  he  undenCffidi 
it,  bnt  to  support  it  simply  as  it  is  in  titfk 
'" -  bound  to  obey  the  laws,  irf  *h<i 


stand  themt  If  the  obligation  of  o 
is  limited  and  oontroUed  by  the  meason  <■ 
information  i  in  other  words,  if  the  ptrtf  ■ 
boood  to  obey  the  oonstitntion  only  h  ^ 
understands  it,  what  would  be  the  ocnseqnciMl 
The  Jud^  of  an  inferior  court  would  diaobq 
the  mandate  of  a  superior  tribanal,  becauei* 
was  nut  in  conformity  to  the  otmsCitntiira,  u  » 
understands  it ;  a  castom-bouse  officer  *w* 
disobey  a  circular  from  the  Treasury  VtfUt 
ment,  because  contrary  to  the  constitntiw,  ■ 
he  understands  it ;  an  AmericanMinisterww 
disregard  an  instruction  from  the  Piw«n 
communicated  through  the  DepartnieBt  <■ 
State,  because  not  agreeable  to  the  conrtJwrioj 
as  he  understands  it ;  and  a  subordinate  ow^ 
in  the  army  or  navy  wonld  violate  Iho  **? 
of  his  superior,  because  they  were  not  in  MM™- 
anoe  with  the  constitution,  as  he  nnderiw* 
it.  We  should  have  nothing  settled,  biXMc 
stable,  nothing  fixed.  There  would  be  |««" 
disorder  and  confnsion  throoshout  b*^'*'^ 
of  administration, from thehighesttothelo*^ 
officers— universal  nnllifloition.    For  ™  ■    , 


..Cootjic 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBSSS. 


nr,  ISSS:] 


[Skkatb. 


w  doctriDo  of  Uie  Pr«aideat  bat  that  of 
nntii  0«n>liaft  applied  thraiu^ont  the  UDioii  t 
be  Prendent  iodi^iident  both  of  OongreM 
id  the  Bapreme  Oonrt  I  O11I7  boond  to  eze- 
■te  the  Uwi  of  the  oae  and  the  deoisiona  of 
«  other  as  far  as  th«T  conform  to  the  Oonsti- 
itEon-  of  the  Unitttd  States,  aa  he  ondentaods 
I  Then  it  flhonld  im  the  dat7  of  ererf  Pred- 
mt,  on  bia  inttalUtion  ioto  office,  to  oarefollr 
tamiae  all  the  acts  io  the  etatate  book,  ap- 
■ored  by  hia  predeeessors,  and  mark  oat  those 
hich  he  was  rewired  not  to  ezeonte,' and  to 
hioh  he  meant  to  »^plj  thia  new  q>edea  of 
ito,  beeaose  they  were  repognant  to  the  oon- 
Itntion,  aa  he  anderatanda  it  And,  after  the 
[^rati<Hi  of  everj'  term  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt, 
I  ifaoold  send  tor  the  record  of  ita  deoiriona, 
id  Jiaoriminate  betweui  tboM  whiiA  he 
ould,  and  those  whloh  he  wonld  not,  ezeonte, 
nanae  thej  were  or  were  not  agreeable  to  the 
inatitntion,  as  he  nnderetanda  it. 
There  ii  another  oonatltntional  doctrine  con- 
inad  in  the  Mesuge,  which  is  entirely  new  to 
e.  It  aaserb  that  "  the  Oovarnment  of  the 
sited  States  have  no  eonatitotional  power  to 
irehaae  lands  within  the  States,"  ezoept 
for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenalB, 
■ek  yards,  and  other  needfnl  huUdings ;  "  and 
■va  for  theM  objects  only  "  by  the  ooosent  of 
«  Legialatore  ctf  the  State  in  which  the  same 
iill  i«."  How,  sir,  I  had  snpposed  that  the 
ght  of  Oongresa  to  pnroLaae  lands  in  any  Btate 
BB  iaoontestahle :  and,  in  point  of  fact,  it  proh- 
ily,  at  thia  moment,  owns  lands  in  erery  State 
'  the  Uniott,  pnrobMed  fbr  taxes,  m  as  a  Jodg- 
•nt  or  mor^vje  creditor  And  there  are 
■rions  mU  of  Oongreaa  whidt  regulate  the 
irohase  and  transier  of  ench  laodi.  The 
iTisera  of  the  President  have  oonfonnded 
«  fhcnlty  of  purchasing  lands  with  the  exercise 
'  exclnsiTe  jnriadiotion,  which  is  restricted  by 
s  consUtntion  to  tiie  forts  and  other  boildings 
mribed. 

The  MeMage  preeeats  some  striking  instances 
'  diserepaney.  lit  It  contests  the  rieht  to 
tablM)  one  tiank,  and  objects  to  the  bill  that 
limits  and  restrains  the  power  of  Oongreas  to 
tAbUah  aeversL  2d.  It  urges  that  the  bill 
we  not  recognise  the  power  of  Btate  taxation 
iOerally;  and  ootnplalns  that  bcilitiee  are 
forded  to  the  exercise  of  that  power,  in  respect 
the  stock  held  by  ladividnals.  8d.  It  ob- 
sta  that  any  bonus  is  taken,  and  Insista  tliBt 
t  Mtongh  is  demanded.  And,  4th.  It  corn- 
Mas  that  foreigners  have  too  much  inflnenoe ; 
d  thitt  stock  transferred  hwea  the  prinlege  of 


repreaentatitHi  in  the  elections  of  the  bank, 
which,  if  it  were  retained,  would  give  them 
mora. 

Mr.  Preddeot,  we  are  about  to  close  one  of 
the  longest  and  most  ardaons  sessions  of  Con- 
gress under  the  present  constitntion ;  and,  when 
we  retara  among  oar  constitueuta,  what  ao- 
oonnt  of  the  operations  of  their  GoTcrament 
shall  we  l>e  booad  to  commnnicatel  We  shall 
be  compelled  to  say  that  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  is 
paralyzed,  and  the  missionaries  retained  tn 
prison  in  contempt  of  its  anthority,  and  in 
defiance  of  nnmerons  treaties  and  laws  of  the 
United  States ;  that  the  Executive,  throngh  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  sent  to  Oongress  a 
tariff  bill  which  wonld  have  destroyed  nnmer- 
OQS  branches  of  onr  domestic  indnstry,  and  led 
to  the  final  destrncticm  of  all ;  that  the  veto  has 
been  applied  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
our  only  reliance  for  a  sound  and  nnifonn  cnr- 
rency ;  that  the  Senate  has  been  violently 
attacked  for  the  exertase  of  a  clear  oonstitn- 
tional  power;  that  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives has  been  nnneeessarily  assailed  ;  and  that 
the  President  has  promulgated  a  rule  of  action 
for  those  who  have  taken  the  oath  to  support 
the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  that  mnst, 
if  there  be  practical  conformity  to  i^  introdnce 
general  nullification,  and  end  in  the  absolate 
snbver^on  of  the  Qovemment, 


MoKDAT,  July  le,  8  A.  U. 

A  meassge  was  recrived  fh>m  the  Honse, 
oommnnicatmg  that  a  commitl«e  had  been 
appointed  on  toe  part  of  the  Honse  to  Join  such 
committee  as  might  be  u)p<Hnted  by  the 
Senate,  to  wdt  on  the  Freddent,  and  infbrm 
him  that  the  two  Hooses  were  now  ready  to 
adjourn;  and  Ur.  Tileb  and  Ifr.  Kino  were 
appointod  snch  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Hr.  Ttlbb,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  reported  that  they  had 
performed  that  dntr,  and  hod  received  for  an- 
swer that  the  President  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bibb,  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Honse.  of  Bepresentativee,  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  Senate  was  ready  to  a^jonm. 

A  message  was  received  IVom  the  House, 
stating  that  the  House,  having  closed  its  bnri- 
nes^  was  now  ready  to  a^Jonm. 

The  Senate  then  B4jonmed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 
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TWENTT-SECOm)  CONGRESS.-FIEST  SESSION. 


PBOCEEDmaS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


UoimiT,  December  B,  1B81. 

This  b«ing  the  day  appointed  by  the  consti- 

tntion  for  the  meetinaof  CoDgresa,  at  12  o'clock 

the  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order,  aad  having 

called  tbe  roll  of  the  memben  bj  States,  to 


JTotea.— Jalm  AsdumoB,  Jiaut  Bttaa,  0»rge  Ktuu, 
Oorn^u  HoUud,  Leouid  JmU,  Edwud  lanatg^,  Bu- 
ta*  UclBtln. 

JVhi  BampMrt.—3oiia  BrodlMd,  Thorau  ChuiiIlR, 
Jovpb  BuDiiiioDt,  BtBrj  Hnbbud,  JoHph  H.  Hirjiar, 
John  W.  WeekL 

jrrunuAuJtCte— Jcilin  QalDirr  Ai>iaii.II>thu  Appletan, 
Imio  O.  BstH,  OcoTKa  N.  Briggi.  BnTu  Cbottc,  Henrj  A. 
S.  Denton,  John  DiTls,  Edmrd  Bnrett.  Oeori*  Oran- 
oeO,  Jnn^  Jungg  L.  Hpdgw,  JOMpb  <?.  Kaldill,  Jolm  B««d, 

Jlitodt  Aioiul.— Tclttua  BorgM,  DntM  J.  P«m 

OhmmMwI.— NojM  BiTbir,  WUllim  W.  EUiwdtU,  Jk- 
bu  V.  HnoUiighm,  Btlpfa  L  logtnaU,  Vitlbun  L.  Btom, 
£b«iB*r  Tnuiif. 

r«nMl— HaiHa  AIleB,  VUUMn  Onlioon,  fionot  Km- 
ttt,  JanMbu  HddC,  VlUlun  Blids. 

.Vnii  ror4.^Wllllui  a.  Angel,  Qld»B  B.  Biintoi 
JaHph  Bnook,  'WIUUuo  BubCMli,  Jobn  T.  Bergen,  Jobn  < 
Brodbud,  BuaatI  Bevdde;,  Joho  A.  CnUiv,  BaM  Ciwk«, 
C.  a  Cuabnlen^  John  Dlek»D,  Cbulea  D47U,  U1;s*u  F. 
I>ODb)Mliir.  WIIUhd  Boiiin,  Ulsbul  Hoirmui,  Yntbera  r 
Jawett,  John  King,  Qanit  Y.  Induing,  Jusm  Loot,  Job 
Fianon,  Kathulal  FItcbar.  Edmnnd  H,  FeDdlaloa,  Edmrd 
C  Eaad,  Ecutu  Boot,  Hiitbu  auD[a,John  W.  Tsylcq-, 
FhlBeis  h.  Tnc]',  OnllBD  C.  Tarplanok,  Fradarlet  WblltU- 
mj;  Bamnal  J.  WUUii,  Qnttmo  H.  WbMlar,  CunpbaU  P. 
Wblto.  Aaron  Ward,  Dulel  WardnlL 

JC«M  ,/in(v.— Lawit  CoBdlot,  BIlH  CaDdltl,  BIcbaid  U. 
Coopar,  Tbomu  H.  Hngbaa,  Jimaa  Flti  Buidolpb,  iMao 


lert  Alllian,  Jobn  Buki,  Georga 
Bard,  Jobn  C  Bacber,  Thottiu  H.  Cnwftwd,  Blshud  Cenl- 
tar,  Hannar  Sannj-,  LawU  I>*wut,  Joibo*  Etui,  Jmom 


aaowtain  If  a  qDomm  vse  present,  tiro  fasM 
and  two  members  answered  totlieiriuaKi.  I 
qnormn  being  present. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  tbe  electksi'i 
Speaker,  and,  cm  oounling  the  ballots,  tbett- 
lowing  resolt  was  anivonnoed,  viz :     The  tH 


Ford,  Jobn  Ollacm^  WnUaa  Habtar,  Haoir  Bna,^" 
Ihria,  Jr.,  Adua  King,  Hi«rr  King,  Joal  K.  Han,!'* 
ItBOoj.  Hwrj  A.  Moblanba^  T.  IL  UcKauu,  M 
Pott*,  Jr.,  Andrair  Btamrt,  aamml  A.  ealt^  Ma* 
BtcpboBi,  Joel  B.  BslherlaBd,  Jobn  O.  Wktinotich. 

iMawin,-J«)iB  J.  XIIII9U1 

jrarvI«Kl— BanJuafB  a  Howard,  DuUal  Jerikr,  I* 
L.  KoTT.  Ownjo  E.  UtsbMl,  Beaa-Unt  L  BamiiHi,M*l 
BpaBH,  Fraaolt  T^mat,  0«oifa  a  WaabingtaB,  J-t' 
Worthlngton. 

PlrirtKta,— KaA  Alauadfr,  Vabvt  ASm,  irami 
Arabar,  WllUam  Aimatnms,  JahB  S.  Barboni,  no*' 
Braldlo,  Ki>tb>B[al  H.  Clilfaiti*,  Belnrt  Cnlg,  Jwr** 
CblBB,  Klditrd  Cok^  Jr.,  Thamaa  Dntnpatt,  FU^  M* 
rldga,  WllUam  F.  Gerdoa,  CbaiMa  C  JolMlea.  J*t 
Ubmb,  I«wU  Muwall,  Qiarlei  T.  If vear,  WWw  HM 
ThomaaNowtoo.JiABlLPattsli,  Job  ^.  Boa».Ai** 

JTorttOifaJtiw.— DaalalLBarrl^iaT.LMlMlBBrt* 
John  Bransh,  Bamoel  P.  Canon,  HaarrW.  CeaBB.T)^ 
S.  Ball,  Hlc^ah  T.  BawUni,  Jamae  J.  UeSar,  AW 
BsBcher,  Wlltlam  R  Bhopaid,  Angnittna  H.  Bkappo'.  ** 
Speight,  Lewti  Wllllami. 

Antt  OiniMibi^Hobert  W.  BamTcIl,  JOH  ^A 
Warran  R.  Darla.  William  DraTton.  John  H.  Frito,  >■  ^ 
GrWBm  TlM.  B.  HItcbelt,  Oeotga  VeDniBe,  W.T.Sa** 

UaofVla.— Tbomia  F.  FoaUr,  Heniy  O.  tanar,  O^ 
Hewman,  WUer  ThoapaoB,  Kiebaid  H.  WMt.J""'' 
Wa7B^(on.TaaaB03'.^ 

StBtUBtv—ioiia  Adafr,  CMItoB  Allai,  HmT ^"* 
Hatbui  Oiltbar,  AlbarL  fl.  Bawea,  E.  If.  JukaamAMi 
LMompU,  Clil[leiideBLron.Rob«t  P.  LetuJer,'!*""'' 
Hanhill,  CbrlsUpliar  TompklBS.  CbiriM  A.  WMH* 

remwaiu.— TboauH  D.  Arnold,  John  B«D,  Job  >* 
WllUam  FlUgenld,  William  Hah,  Jaaob  0.  tM^^ 
Jobnaon,  Jainoa  K.  Folk,  James  Btattdlltar.  ___^ 

QMA-Joaepb  I 
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f  Emm  <if  RtpriaMatiim. 


piib«r  of  TDtM  ^ren  {n,  19B 
loioe,  98. 

Th«  hDnor«bI«  Axdbxw  BnvnraoK,  of  Vir- 
nim,  having  reoeived  98  Tot«e,  (the  exact  dqiq- 
ir  neoanooiy  for  a  oholoe,)  waa  declared  to  be 
ily  deoted  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Repreeeot- 
ivea :  wneKQpon,  beioK  oondnotad  to  the 
lair  hj  the  boaorsble  THoiua  Nbwton,  of 
Irginia,  the  Speaker  addreased  the  Honae  oa 
lUowa: 

"On 

lad  at&tioQ,  I  cannot  a 
na«  Ietit«Ttaiiiof  theh 

pUn  to  oonfBf  vgoa  me,  .        ,         _ _, 

ratituda  for  tUadkUogiiMwd  proof  of  joot 
nnod  confidenee  aod  anchaoglBg  Uadoeaa. 

"  It  ia  an  honor,  too,  gentlMnsn,  vbioh  bai  been 
Miferred  In  ■  niaaner  and  under  drcnnutancee 
eenUarl;  calcalated  to  gratifj  and  flatter  me ;  and 

riiall  erer  cherish  it  as  the  moat  ralnable  reward 
ir  m;  paat  aerricea.  The  olBce  of  Bpeaker  of  this 
lonaa  baa,  at  no  pe^od  in  oar  hiatorT,-beDn  wllh- 
Vt  ita  endtanaeaineDta  and  trlali ;  and  If,  in  timet 
€  nrofoimd  IranquilUtj  and  repoae,  iti  dntlee  have 
Mtty  been  regarded  bf  the  moat  eadaent  of  the 
latlnKniahfld  iodividaale  who  have  filled  Iha  chair, 
•  ai4mma  ahd  reaponaible,  hov  greatlj  most  its 
tbora  and  respoiuibilitiea  be  enhanced  in  times  of 
llgh  political  and  parly  divlnona  1 

"  I  certainlj  am  not  Tiin  enough  to  ioppoae  that 
t  w31  be  in  mj  power  to  diicliarge  the  dutiea  of 
Ua  high  office  In  a  manner  auitable  to  ita  dignltj 
iBd  importance,  or  aa  I  conld  mjaelf  with ;  Indeed, 
here  ia  no  man,  I  an  verj  confident,  be  he  who 
may,  who  could    ■        ■         ■ 


Aotnatcd 


iponribliitJea,  vithont  dlatniatiDg  greatly  hit 
ibUidea.  i  ahaO  not,  hoirBTer,  &palr.  Aott 
boneit  and  manly  leal,  I  ahall  endeator 
"  Justify  the  choice  of  my  frienda, 
ndence  and  retpect  of  the  Houae. 
"Whoavar  ahaU  fill  thia  chair  to  hla  ovn  honor 
llr  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  mutt  potaaM  not 
Md«  tUa  oonfldenoe  of  the  Hooae,  hot  the  ealeem 
Kid  rtapact  of  the  honorable  and  high-minded 
DMn  over  whom  he  prcaidet.  Neither  atatlon  nor 
coerce  aateem  or  reepect.  They  can  only 
aoqaired  by  Integrity,  impartiality,  and  inde- 
paadeue  here.  Tb^  alone  can  ahed  htmor  or 
Metre  on  tbla  (UttoD,  and  make  It,  both  aa  It  re- 
gard* the  Honae  aod  the  nation,  what  it  thooid  be. 
"I  nofsigiudly  aaaure  you,  gentlemen,  that  I 
■haQ  need  and  expect  your  cordial  and  kind  co- 
operation in  preaerrlng  order  and  dignity  in  onr 
Miberatioaa,'  and  lununing  the  authority  of  the 
Chair;  and  I  earnestly  hope  ao  to  diacharga  Itt 
duties  aa  to  enaure  to  ita  decitlona  not  merely  a  re- 
beiant  rapport,  bat  a  steady  and  cheorfol  acqnl- 
tioence  in  their  Justice  and  propriety. 
"  I  tender  you,  gsntlemen,  my  cordial  eo..opera- 


powerei 


.  Jn  TkomH  Corwla,  Juus  niidlsy,  WiUUa  W. 
iMa,  WUlUa  Sau»^  Ennpbnr  H.  Lavltt,  WUUim 
Smh],  Vmiut  Stsilb«i7,  Jobs  TlumlMI^  Jiaspb  Tiuw, 
■aaatl  S.  Ttatai,  BUalu  WhittlM«T. 

ImMoh^H.  a.  BnUwl,  FUUobb  Tkoms*,  Bdwud 
ILVUla. 

^;;«eiM.— Batliff  Boob,  John  Our,  JaDsthsa  HoCarty. 


tlon  in  the  dlecborge  of  your  high  duties,  sad  ar- 
dently pray  that  we  may,  by  our  conduct  aod  de- 
liberatlona,  rendur  this  House  worthy  of  the  high 
name  and  character  of  our  beloved  couDtry." 

The  oath  to  support  the  Constitntion  of  the 
nnit«d  StatM,  u  preacribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"  Aq  Bot  to  regiuate  the  time  and  maiiQer  of 
adnuDistering  certain  oatba,"  was  then  admia- 
iatered  to  the  Speaker,  by  Hr.  Nbwton.  one  of 
the  Bepreaentattvea  from  tlie  State  of  Virginia, 
and  the  tame  oath  for  affirmation)  waa  tiiere- 
npoD  «diiiisitt«red  ay  the  Speaker  to  all  tlte 


Bttelttd,  montmotHly,  That  H.  St.  C.  CLun, 
Olark  to  the  lata  Bouae  Ot  Kepresenta^Tea,  be  ap- 
pointed Cleric  to  this  Houae. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Tatloz,  it  waa 

Snolvtd,  That  the  nilea  and  orders  eatabliihed 
by  the  lata  House  of  BepresentatlTes  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  the  rules  and  orders  of  proeeedlog 
to  be  obserred  in  this  House,  untH  a  revision  or 
alteration  ^lall  have  takeit  place. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Folk,  it  waa 

Ordertd,  That  a  message  be  tent  to  thefienale  to 
inform  Uiat  body  that  a  quorum  of  thia  House  haa 
Msembled ;  that  Andrew  Stevenson  has  been 
elected  Speaker  thereof;  that  this  House  ia  now 
ready  to  proceed  to  businesi,  and  that  the  Cleric  do 
go  with  nid  meseage. 

On  motion  of  ICr,  Wabd,  it  waa 

StioUtd,  That  a  eommlttae  be  appointed  on  the 
pert  of  thia  Hoiae,  to  Join  anch  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  <ui 
the  indent  of  the  Dnited  Sutea,  and  inform  him 
that  Gongrea*  it  aasembied,  aod  ready  to  receive 
any  eommunloatlon  be  may  be  pteaaed  to  make. 

Ur.  Wabd,  of  New  York,  aod  Ur.  Bsix,  of 
Tennenee,  were  appointed  the  oommittee  on 
the  part  of  thia  Eoose. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Jobkbok,  of  Eeotncky,  it 

Ba-ilwd,  That  the  Clerk  eauae  tlie  aiembera  of 
thit  House  to  be  fotnlshed,  during  the  preaent 
tewion,  with  such  newqwpecs  aa  they  may  direct, 
the  eipense  whereof,  for  each  mcmbOT,  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  price  of  three  dally  papera, 

A^oomed. 


TvxsDAT,  December  6. 
On  tlie  motion  of  Ur.  Tatlob,  it  was 
RtM^itd,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  dlfierent  de- 


Atabama — CUaniut  C.  Clay,  Dtfoa  V.  Lewl^  Ba 

ir.Ibrdl*. 
jnwi>K.-W]Ulua  B.  Ashley 


JHoU^wk— Anrtin  E.  Wla» 
Arlamtat^AnhttM  H.  Sovlar. 
J%>rM«L-nJiMpli  K  iruia. 


D,glz.d.yC00g[e 


B.  ovK.] 

time  to  go  iato  the  merits  of  the  qneetion,  bat 
thas  much  he  would  eaj,  the  bridge  proposed 
woold  oooneot  the  OamberUnd  road  on  the 
Vii^nia  aide  of  the  Ohio,  with  the  oontinna- 
tion  of  th&t  road  on  the  opponta  bank.  It 
was  a  mesmre  which  had  been  before  Otm- 
greas  for  manj  yews,  and  oertunlj  waa  ooe 
whiob  it  would  be  highly  expedient  to  unction. 
To  do  BO  would  be  to  realize  the  grand  idea  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  for  then  tiiere  woold  soon 
be  a  road  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Uisaiaaippi. 
A  bill  on  the  subject  bad  been  reported  last 
tewion,  but,  from  some  OBiue,  had  not  been 
acted  on.  He  oonoladed  by  obierviug  that  the 
Jmaent  was  not  the  time  to  go  into  s  diacns- 
■ion  on  the  merits  of  the  great  qaeation  of  road 
or  no  road ;  but  when  that  time  did  arrive,  he 
would  not  shrink  from  defending  hia  views  on 
the  subject. 
Ifr.  BpnoHT,  on  the  snAgeation  of  his  col' 
ffiUiuew  his ' 


ABBIDONENT  OF   THE 


leagne,  (ICr.  Oisaos,) 

and 

•    The    rosolntion 


is  oppodtioD 


of     Ur.      DODDUDOI 


WsDnaDAT,  December  26. 
South  Carolina  Claimt. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpoee  of  satisfyiog  the  claims  of  the  State 
of  South  Garolioa  for  moneys  advanced  by  tliat 
State  daring  the  late  war,  in  the  porchaw  of 
military  stores,  and  the  payment  of  the  militia 
called  on  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  came  np 
as  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  ; 
and  the  BooHe  went  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Uasaocbuaetta,  in  the 
<iuit,  on  that  bill 

Mr.  Dbatton,  who  had  reverted  it  from  the 
Oommittee  on  Military  Affiura,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report  of  that  committee,  aooom- 
papying  the  bill ;  and  it  was  read  acoordingly. 

He  l£en  moved  that  the  oommittee  rise  and 
report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MoOoT  called  for  the  reading  of  a  report 
made  last  sesnon  by  the  Oomioittee  of  Clamis, 
(of  which  be  waa  then  ohurman,)  in  opposition 
to  the  claim ;  and  it  was  read. 

The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill,  which  was  amended  by  the  inserUon  of 
the  following  item : 

Bth.  The  suin  of  tt.SOO  for  bUnketa  porcbassd 
by  the  State  for  the  use  of  a  portion  of  her  militia, 
whilst  in  tbe  lerrice  of^  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  WnjjAiia,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he 
ohoold  be  alad  to  bear  from  the  honorable 
oh^rman  of  the  Military  Oommittee  whether 
the  allowance  of  blankets  to,  militia  serTing 
lets  than  twelve  months  was  not  uaosnal,  and 
whether  that  item  in  the  bill  did  not  involve 
an  extension  of  the  rules  heretofore  uniformly 
observed  in  dispodng  of  claims  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Drattoh  replied.  He  admitted  the  al- 
lowance to  be  nuosnal,  bat  laoBted  that  the 


clum  was  equitable,  aod  ought  to  be  tStni; 
inasranoh  aa,  without  blonk^  ths  tnf 
wotild  have  been  incapable  of  awof  dsj  i 
all,  as  part  of  tbmr  term  of  service  '~ '~" 
very  cold  weather,  and  they  were  n 
provided  with  tents  and  dolliing.  E 
on  tbe  pernicious  effects  of  refung  ai 
an  allowanco,  under  the  pecnliariy  hoi^ 
cumstADces  of  the  case,  and  the  ditamf 
meat  which  might  thence  ensue  to  fnbin 
triotjc  eiertions  of  States  in  danger  bm 
enemy-  Ac. 

Mr.  Wabo  supported  the  view  taken  Ijft 
Dbaitom,  and  stated  the  oircumstaom  nil 
which  the  blankets  hod,  on  ^iplicatiai  of  fli 
officers  commanding,  been  Totad  bj  tk  1^ 
lature  of  South  Carolioa.  He  wannljn  "^ 
on  the  equity  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  MoCoT  complimented  the  pitriotiaJ 
the  gentleman  frtHn  Kew  York,  ud  it  b 
House  would  take  up  the   subject,  wd  ~^ 
tbe  allowance  general,  he  had  do  otfj« 
He  stated  what  had  been   allowed  la 
Stateei,  and  especially  to  Virginia,  lo  ■ 
compensation  for  expenditures  of  tbiikisdU 
been  refused.    He  mi  that  bis  State  widdh 
a  great  gainer  b;  the  passage  of  the  IhO,  bJi 
conld  aavaooe  aod  support  a  claim  of  il  '^ 
$200,000  on  similar  groands.     He  did  m 
why  South  Carolina  should  be  made  ui  ffi^ 
tion  to  the  general  rule,  which  had  beeni  ~" 
to  tiie  claims  of  other  States.     If  the 
were  to  be  pud  for  all  the  mmiitiiHitef* 
which  tbey  had   purchased   for  defeoce.  V^ 
ginia  conld  present  a  heavy  bill,  and  woidd  h 
entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  money  tms  * 
Treasury.    Haping  that  the  subject  wwli* 
ceive  a  more  mature  consideration,  he  inf 
an  adjournment;  which  motion  snceeedtd 


Thdbsdaz,  December  29. 
Otorgia  and  Fhrid*  Boandarj/  Imi. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PiwW 
and  presented  by  the  Spkakui  to  ths  Ho«« 
with  a  communication  from  the  StatO^i 
State,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  boundaiy  liM  "' 
tween  the  State  of  Geor^  aod  the  Tamta< 
of  Florida.  ^ 

The  Message  and  oommmiication  <*"^ 
from  a  resolution  for  inquiry,  introduced  bj* 
Warra,  of  Florida,  calling  for  tcfitt  of  » (f 
respondence  with  tbe  Governor  of  G«ff 
and  other  papers  on  the  subject,  and  wtn  » 
componied  by  several  documeota  iUuatnUW* 
the  particulars  of  tbe  question.  ^ 

Mr.  Wmra,  of  Florida,  said  he  had  *«■ 
it  his  duty  to  introduce  the  resolniioii  ro° 
bad  produced  the  communication  ji*|Jn 
from  the  President  It  related  to  a  saiV* " 
deep  interest  to  the  Territory  of  F''"™' *J 
involved  a  contested  question  of  the  "^'Jf 
jurisdiction  over  one  million  and  a  bw  * 
acres  of  land.  The  United  States  tOT  «  _ 
course,  interested  in  an  investigatioB  « i"" 
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itlcL  which  ts  clftimed  by  the  State  of  Georgia 
»  Ote  one  hand,  and  the  charter  of  the  colonj, 
ind  b7  the  United  States,  under  the  Btipula- 
iOQS  of  the  treat7  of  1795  between  Spain  and 
ha  United  BUtea.  The  Terrltorr  of  Florida 
na  coDcemed  in  the  deciaion  of  the  right,  and 
■till  more  in  the  jariBdiotion  which  will  be 
>roDgbt  ia  conSiot  very  soon,  if  this  qnestion 
a  not  pat  to  rest  There  were  alreadj,  be- 
nreen  the  two  lines,  serious  apprehensions  of 
lie  iohabitants  whether  they  are  under  the 
MBtrol  of  the  State  of  0«orgiB,  or  ander  that 
iT  the  United  States  and  the  Territorj  of  Flor- 
da.  In  a  verj  short  period  qaestions  will 
irisa  whether  the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed 
»rritory  are  to  serve  on  Jnries,  work  on  roads, 
ud  pa;  taxes  to  one  or  the  other  Government. 
Die  State  of  Oeorgia  had  disposed  of  the  qaes- 
lon  in  a  Bommaiy  waj,  bj  mnnin^  the  line 
HMording  to  the  view  the  anthorities  of  the 
hate  entertain  of  the  subject.  We  claim,  and 
ihe  United  States  are  prepared  to  nudntain  it, 
Ibat  this  land  was  ceded  by  Spun  to  this  Gor 
mment,  and  that  the  line  has  been  mn  on 
tattled,  under  the  treaty  of  17Q6,  and  that  all 
Im  land  eonUi  of  that  line  was  aci^nired,  ie 
WW  owned  b;  the  United  States,  and  is  a  com- 
NOent  part  of  Ute  Territory  be  represented. 
to  understand  this  qnestion  properly,  it  would 
\>e  necowarr  to  print,  for  the  nae  of  the  House, 
irith  this  Measage,  the  previous  correspond- 
mca  and  reports  on  the  subject;  and  he 
irould  sabmit  a  motion  to  print  the  If 
tnd  docQmeata  accompanying  the  same, 
la  those  heretofore  presented,  that  the  House 
night  act  upon  the  eubjeet  wiui  a  fnll  knowt- 
idgs  of  the  facts,     llr.  W.  moved  to  refer  them 

lo  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary ;  which 

tgreedto. 

Ur.  Whiti  asked  the  House  to  allow  him 
lo  present  a  letter  he  had  the  honor  to  receive 
troa  Hr.  Gallatin,  and  another  from  the 
Iraoghtsmatt  of  the  General  tsai  Office,  relat- 
ing la  the  report  of  the  commissionera  of  Sptun 
tnd  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  receive^  and  the  papers  or- 
lued  to  b«  printed. 

Virginia  Land  Olaimt. 
,  The  Honse  took  up  the  bill  for  tlie  a^jnst- 
oeDt  of  the  claim  of  certain  officers  and  sol- 
lien  of    the  Virginia    continental   line    and 
lavy,  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Ur.  WioKUFFB  eipreesed  a  hope  that  the 
loikse  would  order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
■  third  reading.  Scrip  had  been  issned  from 
he  land  office  for  land  warrants  wrongly  lo- 
ated  iu  the  miiitar*  reserve  land  in  Ohio,  from 
rbat  be  conceived  kJ  Ve  an  erroneous  con- 
Lniotioo  of  the  12^  of  1830  on  the  snbject. 
he  land  warrants  located  on  lands  of  prior 
ocnpation  should  have  been  relocated  on  other 
inda,  and  not  met  by  an  issne  of  scrip.  He 
dverted  to  the  speculations  in  them  when 
toy  were  selling  at  the  rate  of  twentf  or 
lUr^ddkn  the  hcmdred  acr^;   and  stated  I 


that  scrip  had  been  issned  on  this  wrong  con- 
struction of  the  law  to  the  araonnt  of  seventeen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres. 
Ur.  Dqddbidob  said  that  he  was  not  at  pres- 
ent prepared  to  say  any  thing  either  in  hvor  of 
or  Bgiunst  the  bill.  He  was  anxious  for  further 
information  respecting  it,  and  therefore  should 
move  its  postponement  IW  next  Monday  two 

Hr.  WioELim  said  the  system  of  whi^  be 
complained  of  issuing  scrip,  would,  in  the  mean 
time,  bo  continned,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
public  domain. 

Mr.  DoDDBTDOB  said  the  appropriation  was  ex- 
hausted, and  no  further  injury  could  ansa. 

Mr.  WioKLiiTB  asked  if  he  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  to  say  that  there 
were  no  farther  clums  on  the  military^  reaerrv 
between  the  Miami  and  the  Scioto. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDox  said  yes;  there  ware  no 
oUlma  to  be  satisfied  on  the  land  thronghoat 
the  whole  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  WioKUFys  s^d  that  did  not  remoTS  the 
injury  he  apprehended.  The  conuniasiDiier  of  - 
the  land  office  might  isana  scrip  for  the  whole 
amonnt  of  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
acres,  anthoriied  by  the  bill,  and  fi>r  the 
whole  of  whioh  the  Oovemment  would  be  re- 

Sonsible.     The  appropriation  only  resttuned 
e  locations. 

The  qneetion  was  taken  on  the  motion  for 
postponement,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  77,  nays  G6. 

South  OaroUna  Claimi. 

The  Eon«e  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  burf- 
nesa  of  yesterday,  whioh  was  the  consideratiMl 
of  the  bill  for  the  adjustment  and  settlemoit 
of  the  claims  of  South  Carolina  agunst  the 
Unit«d  States ;  and  the  qaestion  being  on  con- 
cnrriog  with  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs in  the  amendment  proposed  by  them, 
which  apprapriat«e  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  reimbarse  that  amount  paid  by 
the  Legislature  of  South  Oarolina  for  blankela 
fornished  to  the  militia  serving  in  that  Stat« 
during  the  last  war, 

Mr.  BuiE,  of  South  Carolina,  entered  briefly 
into  a  statement  of  the  pecnliar  oiroumstanoee 
under  which  this  money  had  been  opproMiated 
by  the  State.  He  adverted  t«  the  inability  erf' 
the  General  Government  to  afford  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina the  protection  to  which,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, she  was  entitled;  its  request  that  tho 
State  woold  avail  herself  of  her  own  re- 
sources, and  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment and  citizens  had  volimteered  for  that 
He  admitted  that  the  allowance  of 
blankets  to  militia  serving  leas  than  twelve 
months  was  nnnsual ;  Jmt  msisted  on  the  ne- 
cessity (^  the  case  an^  -^ueqnity  of  the  claim. 
His  State  had  never  i*),^^^ronblewime  suitor 
brfore  the  House.     ^'{T/T 

Its  bar  for  any  tbinK^M| 
manded  was  sheer,  ei/R'^^ 
had  been  a  large  oontribSe 
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BtxoDK  box,  tuid  he  submitted  it  to  ^atlemea 
whetEer  it  was  liberal,  Just,  or  politic  to  deal 
witli  Sonth  Carolina  aa  if  she  were  a  swindler, 
and  to  apply  to  the  equitable  demands  of  a 
patriotic  State  the  Bame  rigid  rnle  aii  if  the? 
-were  adjasting  dtums  in  a  shop. 

Ur.  MaEatiKAN,  of  Pa.,  aaid  that  he  had  lis- 
tened with  attention  to  the  argnmants  adduced, 
bad  read  the  report  with  care,  and  felt  an  ani- 
ions  desir^  if  be  could  conaistentl;  do  it,  to 
mpport  tlie  bill ;  bnt,  after  an  examination  of 
the  nibject,  he  was  constrained  to  say  that  be 
'  agreed  in  sentiment  with  the  genlleman  from 
vii^ginia,  (Ur.  UoCot,)  and  oonld  not  oonsoi- 
entiooelr  Tote  in  fbvor  of  the  item  now  daimed. 
He  would  briefly  state  the  reasons  of  his  dis- 
sent. It  was  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the 
State  h^  no  olum  in  law  to  this  allowance ; 
and  it  was  sought  to  be  sapported  on  grounds 
of  justice  and  equity.  Wnat  were  the  facts! 
The  troops  in  qnestion  had  been  draughted  in 
the  midst  of  summer;  and  before  the  season 
arrived  when  blankets  wonld  be  neoessarv, 
enough  of  Uieir  pay  had  been  due  to  enable 
them  to  supply  themaelves  with  blankets  ont 
of  their  own  fonda,  as  the  law  required  they 
ahoold  do.  In  other  parts  of  the  Union,  when 
militia  bad  stoodin  need  of  blankets,  they  had 
Bomettmes  been  famished  by  the  States,  bnt 
the  amount  had  always  been  deducted  from  the 
soldier's  pay.  It  was  s^d  that  these  militia 
were  poor,  that  they  were  called  ont  on  a  snd- 
den  emergency,  ana  the  exigency  of  the  cir- 
oamstances  had  been  such  as  to  induce  the  Leg- 
islature of  South  Carolina,  out  of  hnmaoity  and 
liberality  to  her  own  citizen  soldi^^  to  make 
the  adronoe,  for  which  remuneration  was  now 
clamed.  He  admitted  the  fact,  and  accorded 
to  that  State  all  praise  for  her  liberality,  bnt 
there  he  must  stop.  Such  an  expenditure  fur- 
nished no  ground  of  olaini  upon  the  General 
GoTeminent.  Were  all  the  sacrifices  and  suf- 
ferings of  our  militia  confined  to  South  Caroli- 
na I     Ber  soldiers  had  served  in  the  midst  of 


n  the  bncket,  in  comparison  with  those  which 
had  been  endared  in  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
and  eepeoially  on  the  Northwestern  frontier. 
In  other  parts  of  the  country,  when  a  citizen 
soldier  waa  in  a  state  of  destitution,  his  appeal 
was  made  to  bis  fellow-citizens,  and  his  wants 
aoppUed  by  the  liberality  of  the  public.  Hr. 
UoK.  here  adverted  to  the  esertions  which  had 
been  made  in  Pittsburg  and  its  neighborhood, 
in'ftimiahing  the  volunteers  with  all  they  need- 
ed, and  he  insisted  that  if  the  present  items 
should  be  allowed,  all  who  had  made  such  con- 
tributions wonld  be  entitled  to  a  remuneration, 
es  much  as  South  Carolina.  The  amount  might 
^^  coroparaUvely  huMI,  but  where  was  the 
lifferenoe  In  pri^  iuPi    Claims  of  this  kind 

'ight  be  advan*  the  rujie  whole  Western  coun- 
Other  Sta>posin^giniB  and  Pennaylvsjiia, 
*  present  1  Ax  repjiaodH  on  similBr  grounds. 
I  this  ddK  UAte  be  opened,  where  wonld 


iSbhAQvoUm  <Xam*. 
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be  an  end  of  the  drain  npon  the  Tnai*!! 
Could  any  gentleman  say  wbOT«  these  iamk 
would  terminate  t  The  law  bad  €xed  tlw  }» 
oiple,  and  he  could  see  no  rwtaoa  why  it  Ml 
be  departed  from. 

Mr.  HaDuPFa  mid  he  sboold  be  Borrr  oM 
that  Sooth  Carolina  riiould  estaUish  lU  |it» 
dent  of  an  unjust  demand  upon  the  TnHBf, 
But  he  ehould  be  equally  amry,  on  tht  oitir 
hand,  diould  his  State  bedeprivedof  iMrridi 
becaose  other  Bl&tes  had  similar  rigfati.  iW 
true  view  of  the  question  was  this :  duD  tb 
United  States  refund  to  South  Csrofim  tb 
money  she  aotuslly  advanced  for  troojeiDAi 
service  of  the  United  States  t  He  adnrteJIi 
the  clroumstanoes  of  the  Iat«  war,  sod  lU 
whether  it  was  becoming,  after  a  State  ljJ» 
Bumed  a  responsibility  not  impoeedonitt?di 
constitntion,  and  had  defended  the  UnkafM 
attacks  of  the  enemy,  that  the  Gonna^ 
on^t  to  descend  to  a  fauckatering  nkokiM 
as  to  the  items  of  the  acconnt.  Ought  di 
State,  after  actually  expending  the  avn^tt' 
oordingto  her  beat  judgment,  to  lose  it) 

Hr.  Whittlisbt  believed  the  geotlaniiiw 
incorretit  in  supposing  that  there  wa)  »;in 
which  required  the  United  States  to  fbmiA  it> 
militia  with  blanketo  at  all.  AnacthidiDM 
been  pamed  allowii^  the  President  to  i«^ 
the  serrioee  of  certlun  TolnntAera,  and  It  f* 
vided  for  the  fDrnishing  them  with  bliai^ 
bnt  there  was  no  general  law  on  the  tJi^  \ 
Uilitia  received  compensation  for  tbcir  MW 
and  were  to  fumi^  tbemaelves  ont  of  IW 
pay.  When  advances  were  made  to  ttw^  i 
their  State,  thd  amount  was  always  dedoM 
from  their  pay.  Should  the  item  be  sDoi^ 
the  resnlt'wonld  be  this :  that  when  the  i^  | 
.famished  themselves,  as  they  were  reqsi«J  ■ 
do,  their  State  would  raise  no  claim ;  but  wb* 
ever  the  militia  neglected  to  do  so,  tlis  St* 
ont  of  humanity  wonld  supply  tiieiD,  wi  ik* 
United  States  must  pay  for  all.  And,  Ibrta 
not  a  soldier  would  furnish  himself  bnt  iw 
not  have  a  just  ddm  asMnst  the  United  SM* 
to  the  amount  of  his  blanket;  nor  eonU  ^ 
claim  be  resisted.  The  true  rule  was  tl« 
when  the  United  States  were  bound  to  hnU 
individuals  in  their  service  with  any  P«*l'"' 
article,  and  the  Treasury  being  insiuicMM 
State  volunteered  to  do  it,  then  tiie  tl^ 
States  must  refund.  But  when  the  indinM 
himself^  or  the  State  to  which  he  beloDg«^^ 
bound  to  famish  the  article,  then  tbs  Uww 
States  ought  not  to  pay.  The  princi^  d* 
claim  would  go  yet  further.  If  the  6«"" 
Government  were  bound  to  pay  for  bli^A 
they  were  as  much  bound  to  pay  fwdo^^ 
On  this  subject  Mr.  W.  quoted  a  case  whid"  ■' 
come  before  the  Committee  of  Citia*.  •** 
the  citum,  though  not  so  strong  as  the  pn*7 
was  strennonsly  rensted,  and  Uie  bill  um^ 
it  struggled  with  difficulty  through  thsBo* 

Mr.SrcKOLLSsaid:  1  do  not  rise,  Mr.  M" 
er,  to  discuss  the  general  merits  of  *''* '^ 
now  under  ootuddeTAtion.     I  had  hop*  ""   ] 
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■Then  the  Hodm  bad  considered  the  peculiar 
uttore  and  the  oirctmutaDoes  nnder  wbioh  the 
nilitarr  claim  of  South  Oarolioa  had  aooraed, 
,t  would  bare  cddreaeed  itwlf  to  the  Juatwe, 
latriotism,  and  honor  of  this  asoemblj  to  di- 
■eotl^  as  to  preolode  ell  debate.  I  had  parlio- 
ilarl;  de«ir«i  that  no  reiM-eeentatiTe  from  Oar- 
jliDa  dumld  feel  it  neoesearj  to  urge  its  allow- 
looe,  whea  the  ver^  fiu)t  of  its  esistenoe  re- 
leoted  eo  mnoh.  honor  on  the  pnblio  spirit  of 
>iir  State.  I  relied  on  the  intetllgenoe  of  tltis 
>od]'  to  estimate  its  Justice,  and  tlieir  equity  to 
lireot  ita  paTnieDt,  Bat,  sir,  I  find  I  am  mis- 
laben.  Objeotions  are  raiMd  to  the  partionlar 
tern  liueited  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
irhiob  ia  now  before  the  Eoose.  This  section 
gontains  an  appropriation  of  7,600  dollars  for 
lUnkela  porohased  by  the  State  for  the  nse  of 
i«r  soldiers,  when  the  tente  famished  bj  this 
jloTBmment  were  insoffioient  for  tbeir  protec- 
ion.  Honorable  gentlemen  have  objected  to 
luB  alloiraiioe  as  nnosnal  and  improper,  be- 
lAuse,  by  the  regalation  of  the  United  Stat«s, 
jlankets  are  not  furnished  to  troops  serriug  for 
aeathanajear.  Others  obi  ect  to  it,  l>ecaase,  if 
t  be  allowed  in  this  case,  otner  States  ma;  prefer 
lie  same  demand,  and  that  dangerous  inroads 
rill  he  made  on  the  Treasoij.  Sir,  I  will  en- 
«r  into  no  argument  in  reply  to  these  otyeo- 
imia.  But  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  the;  do 
tot  partake  of  that  spirit  which  animated 
;iaroIina  in  meeting  the  exigencies  of  that  day  ? 
nrhat  was  her  situation,  and  how  did  she  meet 
t1  Sir,  the  enemy's  Teasels  were  off  our 
loast,  and  every  indication  of  an  invaaion  of 
)ur  territory,  and  sacking  of  our  citiee.  This 
Sorenunent  fnmiahed  none  of  those  mnnitions 
or  oar  defenoe,  which  it  was  her  constitntions] 
loty  to  have  funushed,  and  when  applied  to  for 
Itiat  pwpose,  reepouded  that  she  had  not  the 
neans,  siid  Booth  Carolina  most  defend  herselt 
Ute  called  oot  her  troops,  and  armed,  clothed, 
md  fed  them.  Sir,  there  was  no  qnibbliog 
iboat  doing  this.  No  calcniations  made, 
irbether  or  no  she  might  be  repaid  fbr  all 
liis,  or  whether  it  sqnared  with  the  regula- 
iona  of  the  Ucited  Statee.  Her  officers  oom- 
wnHing  these  troops,  aeeing  that  the  very  lives 
if  her  soldiers  were  endangered  for  want  of 
OTeriDg,  did  not  hesitate  to  call  on  the  Legis- 
■tare,  and  that  body,  disregarding  the  cost, 
ppropriated  the  amount  contained  in  (bis  sec- 
■oa  for  the  purchase  of  blankets.  Such  were 
he  cnrcanutances  under  which  these  uliclea 
rere  ftanushed,  and  such  the  manner  in  which 
hi*  Honee  meets  them.  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  it 
voper  that  the  representatives  of  Carolina 
braid  higgle  with  this  Houae  for  same  thus 
xpended.  Tbey  flowed  from  her  patriotism — 
he  will  not  beg  them  from  your  Justice. 

TvMBDAY,  January  10,  1B8S. 

ApportionmttU  BUI. 

The    Honse  went   into  Committee  of  the 

iniole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Edft- 
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MAir,  of  New  York,  In  the  chair,  and  took  up 
the  bill  regulating  the  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives accordmg  to  tne  fifth  census. 

The  bill  was  read :  [it  proposed  that  one  rep- 
resentative be  allowed  to  every  48,000  inhabits 
ants,  after  the  deduction  of  Indians  not  taxed, 
and  two-fitths  of  the  slave  population ;  and 
then  went  on  to  declare  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives In  each  State,  on  this  rule  of  appor- 
tionment.] • 

In  introducing  the  bill,  Mr.  Polk  observed 
that  the  committee  had  felt  a  great  diffloul^, 
and  even  impossibility,  of  recommending  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  should  obtam  the 
QOanimons  assent  of  the  Bouse.  The  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  the  Uuited  States  in 
tiiat  House  depended,  according  to  the  oonsti- 
tution,  not  on  the  total  popnlation  of  the 
Union,  bat  on  the  respective  numbers  of  in- 
habitants in  the  several  States,  eictudins  all 
Indiana  not  taxed,  and,  also,  two-fifths  of  the 
slaves,  and  including  all  other  persons.  No 
ratio  could  be  adopted  which  would  be  per- 
fectiy  eqnal  in  its  results  upon  all  the  States : 
what«ver  number  might  be  fixed  on  as  entitiing 
to  a  representative  on  that  floor,  there  must  bo 
fractions  left  ia  most  of  the  States,  larger  in 
some  and  smaller  in  others.  This  inequality, 
however  it  might  be  regretted,  had  its  cause  in 
the  constitntiou  itself.  It  had  been  so  sensibly 
felt  when  the  ratio  of  representation  was  estab- 
lished by  Uie  first  Congress,  that  they  had  at- 
tempted to  remedy  it  by  allowing  to  each  of 
the  States  as  had  very  large  residuary  fractions 
an  additional  representative.  The  then  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  General  Washing- 
ton, atter  mature  consideration,  and  alter  de- 
tuning the  bill  in  his  hands  until  the  last  Agj 
allowed  for  l^s  decision  upon  it,  sent  it  back  to 
Congress  with  his  veto,  and  the  reasons  of  it, 
which  were  two,  viz.,  Uiat  no  comnion  divisor 
would  give  to  the  States  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives allowed  them  by  the  bill ;  and  that 
the  proposed  number  of  representatives  waa 
greater  than  one  for  every  S0,000;  and  that, 
therefi»«,  the  bill  was  anooustitationat.  The 
Honse  had  acquiesced  in  this  construction,  and 
reported  accordingly  a  new  bill,  the  effect  of 
wdloh  was  tiiat  eaoh  State  lost  its  supernu- 
merary fraetioD.  '  This  early  ezpontion  of  the 
constitution  had  been  afterwards  resided  as 
settled,  and  had  been  acted  on  ever  since.  The 
constitution  imposed  but  two  limitations  on 
this  mattor :  the  one  was,  that  no  State  should 
have  more  representatives  than  one  fbr  eveiy 
80,000  inhabitants;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  every  State  should  be  entitled  to  one  rep- 
resentative. The  effect  was  th^  the  greatest 
number  of  representatives  at  this  time  could 
be  no  more  tiian  Se7;  the  smallest,  24.  The 
committee  had  recommea4ed  a,namber  which 
they  considered  a  just  n^j^/^between  these 
two  extremes.  It  woul^.^Wi  Honse  of  supfc-Q. 
dimenuons,  that,  on  ^^i^-u^f^^di  ^^^  P^jf^ ^ 
would  not  Im  deprived  o»'""?^afequate  raX^- 
statatign,  and,  on  the  ^k^  ad;  niAnbers  vL, 
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members  woald  not  b«  mch  u  to  render  the 
Hoas«  multitDdiiioiu,  unwieldy,  and  inoOD- 
venient.  In  1T90,  the  nomber  fixed  on  as  en- 
titled to  ft  repreeentatjve  had  been  80,000;  in 
IBOO,  88,000 ;  in  1810,  85,000 ;  uid  in  1820, 
40,000.  The  bill  now  reported  proposed  48,000. 
This  wu  a  greater  angmentatioa  than  bad 
taken  place  in  forty  yesrs.  Looking  to  the 
nnavoidable  ineanality  of  the  operation  of  any 
rati(f  they  conld  propose,  the  committee  had 
also  considered  the  efi'ect  of  various  ratios  in 
leaving  the  anrepresented  fractions  In  the  dif- 
ferent States ;  and,  after  matnreif  considering 
and  comparing  the  difficulties,  they  had  come 
to  the  oondnsion  that  48.000  distributed  the 
fractions  as  eqnally  among  the  States  asan  j  other 
number  whicn  could  he  fixed  upon.  The  ag- 
gregate amonnt  of  ell  the  fractions  left  by  this 
arrangement  would  be  S4T,488.  The  commit- 
tee had  had  no  oriUria  from  which  to  judge  to 
what  number  of  members  the  Honse  would  be 
most  likely  to  assent.  There  existed  a  variety 
of  opinionB,  whose  advocates  were  in  favor  of 
a  Honse  more  or  less  nnmerous.  If  resort 
ahonld  be  had  to  experieooe,  many  were  of 
opinion  that  the  number  of  the  existing  Honse 
was  quite  lai^e  enough,  and  might  very  con- 
veniently be  ooDtinned.  He  had,  himself,  at 
first,  agreed  in  this  opinion ;  bnt  he  had  snbse- 
quently  been  induced  to  coincide  with  a  m^or- 
ity  of  the  committee  in  the  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  proportion  observed  between 
the  increase  and  wide-spread  population  of  the 
ooQotry,  and  its  representation  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Obaio,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "forty-eight" 
wherever  they  occurred,  so  as  to  leave  the 
nmnber  blank. 

Ur.  Jabvis,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr,  Oruo,  bj  inserting  the 
words  "  seventy -five,"  whidi  was  negatived. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Obaiq  to  strike  out  the  words  "  forty- 
eight," 

The  debat«  was  now  resnmed  with  great 
spirit  and  animation,  and  was  continued  by  the 
folio winggentlemen :  Messrs.  Pole,  Dabiel, 
Adaxb,  WioKLiwrs,  Cbaio,  Tatlok,  Vinton, 
and  MoDuFviE ;  when 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  WioELirPK  moved  that  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TJnion  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee who  had  reported  it,  with  instructions 
to  report  it  in  blank ;  but 

The  Spb&xeb  prouounoed  such  a  motion  at 
tliis  time  out  of  order,  unless  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Honse. 

Whereupon,  the  Hoose  adjourned. 

Tmigne  rn^Januar;  IS. 
Cofc-jtOBJnp'g-jw  Ntgroti. 

the  following  resoln- 


Rttolved,  Th&t  a  committee  beippimttlNb 
quire  into  tbe  eipedioicy  of  makW  ■■  ipfii^ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  removing  IraaiUcIliiil 
SUlea  and  her  terriioiies,  the  free  peopie  of  ak, 
and  coloniiiDg  them  on  the  coaM  of  Afrintt^ 

In  supporting  the  resdnlaoiL  Mr.  Jo 
observed  that  the  State  of  Vaijlud 
deeply  interested  in  tie  sobject  of  the  m* 
tjon,  inasmuch  aa  she  poaeesaed  a  gnat  ' 
amount  of  tbe  popnlation  referred  to 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Virginia,  ink* 
lieved,  stood  next,  in  this  respect ;  and  D* 
ware,  in  proportion  to  her  whole  popn)^ 
had  possibly  still  more  than  either.  VKjm 
felt  severely  the  evils  resulting  from  tk  p» 
ence  of  a  popnlation  of  this  deecrrptios:  wl 
there  existed  within  the  power  of  the  ft"** 
raeot  a  coustitntioRal  remedy,  she  bdn^t 
ought  to  be  applied  for  har  reUeC  If^ 
was  any  snbjeot  in  which  tiat  Stat«  migl 
said  to  feel  amorelivety  interest  than  is^ 
any  other,  it  was  this.  It  was  expedioii,* 
very  desimble,  that  if  any  legisltlKn  !■ 
place  on  this  subject,  it  should  be  bad  U> 
early  a  period  as  possible.  Tbe  LegidUmM 
several  of  the  Stat«a  were  now  in  ewacc,* 
some  of  them  would  be  looking  to  the  Goo 
Government  for  its  co-operation.  If,  m  i^ 
oration,  it  should  be  concluded  that  then' 
no  proviwon  in  the  constitution,  and  °oi« 
in  the  bands  of  the  Government  tlM  ■< 
States  would  have  to  look  to  their  om» 
sources ;  and  they  ought  to  know  this  m  sR 
as  practicable.  He  had  proposed  a  Select  U» 
mittee  on  this  subject,  only  becsnse  f>«"'' 
no  standing  committee  to  whom  it  b«««< 
belong.  , 

Mr.  Spbioht  said  that  the  robject  emMW 
in  the  resolution  was  one  of  great  iiapwW 
and  he  wished  the  gentleman  would  coasa** 
defer  the  reference  for  a  few  days.  It  ■•■•* 
on  which  he  had  himself  received  mMJ'* 
munications  from  his  constituents,  and  it  •* 
deurons  that  some  further  time  mi^t 
allowed  him  before  any  action  of  the  B» 
was  insisted  npon.  Mr.  B.  said  he  vu  in  a™ 
of  the  poUcy  which  dictated  the  resoh** 
and,  conld  be  be  satisfied  that  (^«^^ 
Government  possessed  the  power  '*'^'*'^ 
he  should  be  veij  glad  to  eee  such  a  "^^ 
adopted.  He  would  auggest  to  the  P^^W" 
from  Maryland  the  expediency  of  P^fTj 
the  measure  until  Monday  next.  He  »>*' 
tbe  gentleman  distinctly  to  understand  tl*'| 
was  not  against  the  resolution,  but  wu  in  >'" 
of  the  principle  coDUuaed  in  it  ^ 

Mr.  jKHtFBB  thereupon  agreed  to  lb'  P* 
ponement 

Wedmisdat,  Jantiaiy  18. 
Apporthnmtnt  Bill. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mt.  P"* 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whob  » "r 
state  of  tbe  Union,  Mr.  Hoftilui  in  ttri<^ 
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nd  took  np  the  apportiotuneiit  bill  The  qnee- 
uw  wu  on  th«  amendment  moved  hy  l£r. 
[dbbabi),  to  strike  out  46,000,  and  insert 
4,000,  M  as  to  make  the  latter  the  ratio. 

Mr.  DouBLBDAT  said  that  lie  row  merel;  to 
orroet  a  false  impresaon  that  appeared  to  pre- 
ail  in  respect  to  the  Auctions.  If  gentlemen 
rould  Investigate  this  subject,  they  wonld,  per- 
ap«,  find  thej  had  lees  reason  to  complain  of 
he  fractioDS  left  their  respective  States,  than 
bey  had  supposed.  They  would  then  be  pre- 
aied  to  vote  on  principle,  and  we  should  find 
MS  ditficnlt;  in  pasaing  a  bilL  He  was  not 
•rtial  to  a  ratio  of  48,000 ;  it  would  leave  hia 
Itate  a  large  fraction— a  fiction  of  more  than 
1,000.  Bnt  if  Qven  that  nnmber  soitttl  a  ma- 
mlj  of  the  House,  he  presumed  the  State  of 
few  York  wonld  not  complain.  We  had 
icard  that  YirKinia  and  Harjland  would  have 
irge  fractions  by  which  they  would  suffer  in- 
Utice.  Well,  what  ought  to  be  their  fmy 
Ions?  At  a  ratio  of  48,000,  the  sogr^ote  of 
tactions  wonld  be  647,488,  which,  divided 
tnoDget'the  twenty-four  States,  would  give  an 
Lverage  of  S2,B13.  The  fraction  of  Virginia 
rould  be  31,848,  and  that  of  MarylEuid,  16,608. 
nrginia  would  be  favored  about  1,000,  and 
bnilaad  about  7,000.  These  would  be  fa- 
■orM  States.  If  gentlemen  were  determined 
heir  States  should  nave  no  fractiona  at  all,  or 
)veu  less  than  the  average  fraotions,  it  would 
le  evident  that  no  ratio  whatever  ooold  unite 
I  miyority  of  votes,  and,  of  course,  we  could 
tot  pass  a  bilL 

Ur,  Qbbnhbll,  of  Haseaohusetta,  was  in 
kvor  of  the  amendment  which  proposed  to  fix 
he  ratio  of  repreeentation  at  U,000.  That 
alio  would  give  n  House  of  Representatives, 
lonsisting  of  259  membera,  and  more  numerous 
>y  46,  than  the  present.  In  briefly  assigning 
he  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give  on  this 
raestion,  it  was  not  his  purpose,  he  said,  to  call 
he  atteutitm  of  the  committee  to  any  minute 
slcolation  of  the  effect  of  various  ratios. 
Every  practical  calculation  of  that  sort,  on 
■alios  as  high  as  60,000,  seemed  to  have  been 
^d  before  the  House,  and  must  be  familiar  to 
iie  members. 

Sir,  said  itt.  O.,  I  prefer  the  ratio  proposed 
>y  tiie  amendment  to  any  above  it  that  has 
wen  mentioned,  in  the  bill,  or  in  debate ;  be- 
lanse  it  will  not  reduce  the  present  number  of 
■^resentatjves  on  this  floor  from  any  State  in 
ie  Union.  Nor  will  it,  in  my  apprehension, 
iwell  the  numbers  of  this  House  to  an  incon- 
renient  size  for  the  transaction  of  the  public 
Mlsineas.  I  acknowledge  myself  an  advocate 
br  a  namerous  House  of  Representatives,  as 
itang  most  consistent  with  the  genius  and  de- 
ign of  this  Oovemment.  Is  it  not  constituted 
»  reSect  the  popular  will  t  But  the  perfection 
>f  the  representative  prindple  is  only  found 
vhere  the  pablie  agents  exhibit,  most  truly,  the 
lentimenta,  wishes,  feelings,  and  interests  of 
Ihe  whde  people.  This  great  object  is  most 
HHupletely  sttaiii«d  by  forming  a  


House  on  a  comparatively  small  r^io.  On  snoh 
a  body  of  representatives,  the  people  will  im- 
press their  own  character.  But  the  higher  yoti 
raise  the  ratio,  the  further  you  remove  the 
member  from  his  constituents,  from  their  inter- 
course and  sylnpathiea,  and  the  further  jon  de- 
rt  from  the  true  principle  of  representation, 
this  be  so,  said  Mr.  G.,  how  can  a  body  of 
representatives  be  ssid  to  reflect  the  character 
and  will  of  the  people,  when,  either  from  the 
extent  of  their  distriots,  or  the  great  number 
of  their  constituents,  they  can  hardly  be  anp- 
poaed  to  understand  their  sentiments  or  inter- 
ests t  On  the  other  hand,  how,  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  is  the  member  to  make  known  to 
them,  dearly  and  effectually,  the  measures,  the 
men,  and  the  policy  of  their  Govempientt 
The  representative  stands,  in  some  sort,  be- 
tween the  Qovemment  and  his  oonslitnent^ 
the  medium  of  communication  and  actiMb 
They  desire  to  hold  him  to  a  fur  responsibili^ 
*  T  his  nublio  acts.  This  necessary  estrange- 
ent,  of  which  I  speak,  between  membra*  and 


arts  and  imposition,  to  excite  tiie  pi , 

oDsy,  and  supplant  the  representative  in  Uieir 

favor  and  contadeooe. 

Bat,  sir,  I  find  some  support  for  my^MMition, 
iu  the  fact  stated  by  my  honorable  colleague^ 
(Mr.  Adaju,)  that  the  first  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives under  the  constitution,  whicti  eon- 
siated  of  66  members,  bore  the  some  propor- 
tion to  the  popnlation  of  the  conntry,  wbitili 
the  number  given  by  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
bears  to  our  present  pcmolation.  I  am  glad  to 
find  the  coincidence ;  for  I  love  to  revert  to 
that  glorious  period,. and  to  the  men  of  Utat 
period.  I  fear  we  are  &st  departing  from  their 
safe  examples,  and  discarding  their  leasons  of 
political  wisdom. 

When  the  people  aooepted  the  constitntion, 
they  supposed  they  discovered  great  seeori^ 
for  their  dear-bonght  rights,  in  the  proviuon  for 
a  body  of  representatives  chosen  by  them- 
selves. It  was  their  chief  hope.  To  them 
alone  were  they  willing  to  confide  the  power  irf 
originating  laws  by  which  they  were  to  be 
taxed.  No  matter  whence  they  derived  the 
hint  for  this  wise  and  cautious  provision,  I 
refer  to  the  fact,  simply  as  illustrating  the  pol- 
icy of  the  people  of  that  time,  in  oonstructing 
that  branch  of  the  National  Legislatnre,  which, 
by  its  members,  issning  from  among  them- 
selves, would  alone  be  competent  to  oarry  oat 
their  purposes,  speak  their  language,  sustain 
their  spirit,  and  embody  their  character.  An- 
other fact  gives  some  testimony  to  the  point  In 
question.  By  the  constitution,  80,000  was  es- 
tablished as  the  first  ratio  of  repreeentation. 
This  was  a  startling  feature.  It  was  opposed  in 
many  of  the  Stale  cc^wntions.  In  that  of 
MsAsachusetts,  many  contfjgX^  30,000  people 
as  too  great  a  number  to  tj^^jresMited  by  one 
individuoL  But  still  it  wa,.  flually  iudged  that 
the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  oa  It  was  thti^ 
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to  history.  All  hiatory  cononrred  in  ihowing 
tbftt  Urge  namben  of  men  were  more  readily 
BOtnated  by  impolBe  Bud  snddeD  eioitement., 
and  were  more  apt  to  be  broken  into  parties, 
'and  blindly  to  follow  artfbl  leitdBrs,  than  Bmall 
ones ;  and  the  power,  of  an  eitnineoas  infln- 
enoe  had,  in  all  times,  been  more  commonly 
and  more  readily  oierted  over  nnmerooB  aa- 
eembliee  than  over  those  which  t»ontwied 
fower  nnmbers.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
Britiah  Home  of  Gommong  contwned  six  hun- 
dred member* ;  bnt  that  body  was  an  example 
in  pobt  to  sapport  his  own  view ;  for,  although 
it  was  so  nnmeroDB,  the  basineea  was  actually 
accomplished  by  very  few  of  the  members. 
The  great  mau  do  not  even  oome  into  the 
EoQse,  except  when  they  were  Bnmmoned  on 
some  great  qnestion.  A  quorum  in  the  Athe- 
nian asBembly  consisted  of  six  thousand  men ; 
yet  every  oneknew  that  that  assembly  was  con- 
trolled by  a  few  orators.  So  perfectly  was 
this  tinderstood,  that  when  Philip  of  Hacedon 
wished  to  obtain  t^e  control  of  that  body,  all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  purchase  up  a  m^ority  of 
their  leaders. 

Ur.  A.  invited  the  House  now  to  look  at  an 
opposite  example.  The  Oongress  of  '76  bad 
consisted  of  bnt  fifty-four  members.  On  one 
aide  was  despal^  on  the  other  all  the  power 
&nd  wealth  of  England  to  corrupt.  Yet  did 
the  result  furnish  as  glorious  a  comparison  as 
my  that  had  ever  been  seen  on  earth.  There 
appeared,  therefore,  to  be  little  or  nothing  in 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  increasing  the  numbers  of  the  Honse 
wonld  screen  it  fhim  the  influence  of  Execu- 
tive power. 

Hr.  A.  said  that  he  could  not  agree  tbat  the 
saliject  was  one  perfectly  arbitrary  in  its  obar- 
aeter.  He  oonsidered  i^  on  the  contrary,  sub- 
jected to  as  certain  rules  as  could  apply  to  any 
Solitical  or  moral  question.  The  natural  en- 
owments  of  man  suggested  an  obvious  role. 
The  powers  of  the  human  voice  and  ear  marked 
the  lunit  which  shoold  regulate  the  size  of  any 
deliberative  assembly.  That  assembly  was 
wholly  onSt  for  its  fuLctions,  every  part  of 
which  conld  not  be  reached  by  the  voice  of  a 
member  addressing  it.  Where  men  could  not 
see,  hear,  or  nnderstsad  the  subject  proposed 
to  them,  it  was  physically  imposeible  they 
could  deliberate  upon  it. 

He  might  appeal  to  the  gentleman's  experi- 
ence here  for  the  last  month  and  a  half.  What 
was  more  common  than  to  bear  sabje«ta  an- 
nounced from  the  Chair  discussed  at  length, 
and,  when  the  Honse  was  ripe  for  decision,  to 
see  members  rise  in  thuir  place  and  inquire 
what  was  the  question  on  which  they  were 
called  to  vote.  Yet  it  was  now  proposed  to 
bring  forty  members  more  into  such  an  assem- 
bly t  He  had  heard  several  gentlemen  say,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  diat  they  had  not 
heard  a  single  wbrd  of  the  Speaker's  address, 
although  tbsj)  gentleman  possessed,  as  they  all 
l^ew,  a  fine  oommaudlng  voice. 


Mr.  Lkoompte,  of  Kentucky,  decUnd  Vt 
intention  to  vote  fi>r  the  amendinent,  not  tta 
Kentucky  would  sufil^  by  the  number  kta- 
eight,  but  because  he  was  unwilling  to  depin 
any  State  of  a  representative,  whoee  pqA 
tion  bod  increased  since  the  last  oeosna.  Tli 
total  increase  wonld  average  fonr  thousand  w- : 
stjtnents  to  each  representative,  and  fat  fam  j 
bow  discouraging  it  must  be,  under  saA  a- 
cumstances,  for  a  State,  every  one  <it  Tim 
members  represented  now  four  thoaaand  an 
people  than  before  1820,  to  loee  one  of  M 
number.  He  did  not  fear  a  numeroui  npt 
sentation.  The  people  took  pride  in  tbtir  i^ 
resentatives ;  they  knew  them  persoDillT.  w 
made  Uiem  the  depoaitoriee  of  tneir  wnteai  \ 
grievances.  Kentucky  had  had  to  bear  iM 
large  Auctions  under  former  censnsce,  and  dt 
conld  bold  ber  own  should  fbrty-eigbt  jmti; 
but  be  sbonld  vote  for  forty-four  for  the  ob 
of  other  States.  As  to  the  fear  of  too  l*r!»i 
number  of  representatives,  they  cnuM  aim 
their  seats  closer  together;  and  if  the  guih 
men  who  were  continnally  on  their  feel  vmU 
bnt  eurtul  the  length  of  their  speedtes.  b  -. 
House  conld  do  its  business,  and  they  dmIM  ', 
be  so  much  afraid  that  the  introdactimgfi  I 
few  more  silent  memben  would  depiii*  *<■  ! 
of  the  opportunity  of  speaking  as  oRen  uAif  i 
pleased.  I 

Mr.  Ellswokth,  of  Oonnecticut,  said  dm 
was  one  general  consideration,  and,  hetbca^ 
but  one,  which  wonld  influence  gentlemetM 
strike  out  forty-dght  and  insert  forty-Ji»; 
and  that  was  wbeUier  a  representatifm  in  i' 
HoQse  should  be  more  or  less  nnmeroos.  Srt, 
said  Mr.  E.,  declare  they  are  in  fhvor  *(» 
creasing  it  even  to  some  hundreds,  and  atin 
that  it  is  lai^  enongb  now :  the  first  tliU 
that  a  great  number  will  best  secure  tb«  liW- 
ties  of  the  people,  and  more  foUy  rejnM 
their  diversified  interests;  while  the  foai 
class  believe  that  a  smaller  number  equally^ 
cures  the  same  obiecta,  and  that  a  ltrg«  *■ 
crease  will  inevitably  embarrass  our  le^wB- 
Twenty-eight,  the  increase  of  this  Hoose  ^ 
the  ratio  of  forty-eight  thousand,  is  not,  ia  ■! 
opinion,  too  great  an  increase.  I  do  not,  M- 
lainly,  wish  to  see  this  House  diminisbed,  oA 
with  the  present  population  of  the  couatry,  ^ 
creased  t>ey«ud  what  is  proposed  by  (henft 
of  forty-eight  thousand.  When  genikma 
speak  of  namerous  representatives  in  ^ 
Legislatures,  or  In  t!>e  English  Pariiammt,*' 
argue  from  thence  that  two  hundred  ud  lort;- 
one  members  are  too  few  here,  I  must  uk  ll« 
to  remember  that  local  interests  and  sw 
matters  in  detail  constitute  extenavely  sdljM 
of  State  legislation,  which  is  not  the  liet  bn: 
we  legislate  upon  general  and  national  oi^  I 
And  as  to  the  English  Parliament,  wlT^  I 
representatives  in  Congress  are  expected,  iB" 
them,  constantly  to  attend  and  understudlM 
business  before  them,  and  to  partidpate  is  A 
OS  most  of  them  do,.to  the  advantage  ti^ 
■  oountcy :  bat  this  U  not  the  case  Ir  ^-«™«*: 
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ttz  hondrad  there,  do  not  ordiiuuilr  gfre  as 
fttoA  ft  represenMion  or  u  lane  a  House  as 
wo  himdrad  here.  Bhonld  all  Uie  members  of 
[■ariiament  attend  as  we  do  here,  and  partici- 
pate as  we  do  in  the  baaiuegB  and  debates  of 
ibe  Honse,  the  business  of  the  nation  would 
lever  be  done,  I  woald  not  object  to  fort;-aii 
Jionsand,  though  1  think  fortj-eight  gives  a. 
Mtter  Honse,  and  is  more  in  acoordance  with 
h»  past.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Has- 
■ohosetts  (Mr.  Aduu)  oompUins  of  the  hard- 
lUp  of  losing  a  member,  and  almost  pro- 
MHinoea  it  injustice.  It  is  to  replj  to  this  oon- 
ilderatioo  that  I  rise  at  thin  time.  Why,  sir, 
1m  ratio'  of  forty-four  may  do  more  inJtlBtice 
otbe  whole  people  than  forty-eight;  la  har- 
ng  fonr  repreeentativee,  we  maj  not  have  as 
iqnal  a  repreeentation  as  In  losing  them  from 
jOrtaia  St^es.  We  are,  as  to  this  matter,  to 
ook  to  the  whole,  to  the  relative  representation 
>f  tbe  States  on  this  floor ;  and,  if  we  apply 
Im  same  role,  we  have  the  same  relative  repre- 
lentatlon,  whether  that  repreeentation  be  Bmoll- 
ir  or  greater ;  fractions  only  make  the  differ- 
taoe,  and  in  thia  the  greatest  States  are  the 
east  sufferers. 

Now,  air,  the  fractional  difference  between 
brty-finir  and  forty-^ght  thoosand  is  only 
libont  forty  thoosand;  oertainlf  too  small  to 
■eat  an  otgectJon  npon;  and,  indeed,  taking 
iDy  number  from  for^-fonr  to  fifty-fonr,  the 
Itaiational  difference  does  not  exceed  one  hon- 
Ired  and  fifty  thoosand ;  not  enongh  to  bring 
nto  tliia  Hoose  three  repreeentativee.  80  that, 
ifter  all,  there  is  nothing  here  bat  a  question 
>f  nomben  in  this  Hooae.  No  State  can  omn- 
>lain,  if  it  is  beet  to  take  forty-eight.  Sir,  if 
tay  Btate  has  claim  on  this  groond,  it  is  Oon- 
MOtiout,  and  .llassaohasetta  least  of  aU.  By 
Jm  rado  of  1810,  Conneotiout  had  an  norepre- 
iwit«d  (ractioQ  of  aixleeo  thousand,  and  Massa- 
sliDMtta  one  irf  six  thoosattd  only ;  by  the  ratio 
>f  1B90,  Gonneeticnt  had  a  fraction  of  thirty- 
ive  tbonsandj  and  lost  a  member,  aa  did  Yer- 
mont,  but  Massachusetts  of  only  three  thon- 
Mod  I  and  yet  Masaaohosetta  voted,  as  she  had 
i  right  to  do,  in  pitalanx,  to  favor  her  own  rep- 
reaentatiwi.  Oonneoticut,  too,  was  oompara- 
ively  a  small  State,  trad  she  could  not  well 
iffotd  to  lose  one-seventh  of  her  representa- 
ifm,  but  she  did  ;  and  now,  with  forty-fonr,  aa 
t  is  wished  by  Massaohnsetts,  Gonneeticnt  will 
lave  a  fraction  of  over  thirty-three  thousand. 
Porty-uina  would  be  more  acceptable  to  me, 
ndividaelly,  than  any  other  number,  as  most 
JBToring  Ccmneetioot,  but  I  will  be  satisfied 
vith  forty-six,  which  will  save  Maasachnsette' 
lod  Vir^nia.  I  do  not  apeak  of  the  past  with 
my  fseling  of  onkindness  towards  Uassaohn- 
letu ;  but  if  takins  away  a  member  was  not 
■qjost  or  improper  in  IBSO,  it  is  not  now.  Sir, 
i  am  in  favor  of  a  full  representation  in  this 
Bouse;  I  wish  ever  to  Im  able  to  hear  thepeo- 
)le ;  but  then  they  may  be  leas  heard  and  at- 
«nded  to  by  an  overgrown  representation,  than 


ij  one  of  a  proper  rize.    I 


b^ 


the  interests 


i  of  this  country  have  been  fallj  represented  in 
this  House,  and  that  twenty-eight  new  mem- 
bers is  quite  equal  to  the  increwed  population. 
It  is  impMuible  for  us  to  act,  in  all  ^me,  npon 
tbe  principle  of  preserving  to  eaeh  State  its 
present  representation.  Saab  is  tbe  rule  of  the 
oonstitntion,  that  the  people  must  be  repre- 
sent«d  where  they  are,  and  not  where  Uiey 

Mr.  Tbaot,  of  New  York,  sud  he  under- 
stood that  on  the  present  motion  the  merits  of 
the  whole  bill  were  a  fair  snhjeot  for  discusdon 
at  thia  time,  and  he  shonld  assnme  this  to  be 
correct  in  the  few  observations  which  he  pnr- 
poaed  to  anbmit  to  the  committee. 

I  cannot  but  regret,  said  Mr.  T.,  to  have  wit- 
nessed, for  the  two  last  days,  the  impatience 
evinced  by  many  gentlemen,  while  pembers 
have  been  expressing  thdr  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  tbe  apportionment  bill,  which  1  condder 
one  of  grave  moment^  and  probably  as  impor- 
tant in  its  effects  on  the  nitnre  legiBlation  of 
this  coantry,  as  aoy  which  will  be  discussed 
here  during  the  present  session.  It  was  pro- 
vided in  our  constitution  that  tlie  actual  enu- 
meration of  our  popnlation  should  be  made 
within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of 
Congress,  "  and  within  every  snbee<jnent  tenn 
of  ten  years."  This  subject,  then,  is  one,  not 
of  annual  reonrreoce;  it  never  boa  and  never 
can  arise  oftener  than  once  in  ten  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  usages  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It,  therefore,  -beoomes  peculiarly  onr 
dnty  to  oanvasa  the  subject  ftirly  and  fully ;  to 
act  with  great  deliberation  and  mature  reflec- 
tion in  deciding  npon  its  merits;  and  to  en- 
deavor to  reconcile  tbe  discordant  sentiments 
of  the  different  members  composing  this  com- 
mittee. Most  of  those  questions  which  are 
acted  opon  here,  present  two  aspects ;  and 
gentlemen,  withont  much  difficulty,  are  able  to 
arrive  at  a  conolnsion  satiafiwtory  to  their  ovra 
judgments ;  but,  from  the  very  nature  of  tiiia 
anbject,  there  might  be  a  great  diversity  of 
opinions  as  to  details,  as  every  one  who  pro- 
poses an  amendment  presents,  in  fact,  a  new 
side  of  tbe  question,  and,  in  support  of  hig 
opinion,  is  able  to  urge  arguments  both  oogent 
and  reasonable. 

The  present  House  of  Rbpresentativea  la 
composed  of  two  hundred  ana  thirteen  mem- 
bers ;  the  bill  reported  will  give  ns  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven;  and,  should  we  adopt 
the  proposed  amendment,  onr  namber  would 
be  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  an  average  of 
forty-ux  beyond  our  present  representation. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  1  oannot  but  consider  the  re- 
port of  a  reepectable  committee  of  this  House, 
to  which  an  important  subject  has  been  re- 
ferred, as  deserving  of  great  consideration,  and 
I  am  generally  disposed  te  receive  their  report 
at  based  upon  correct  principles,  thougn  I 
ahonld  feel  it  my  duty  to  scrutinize  the  same, 
when  that  committee  is  compoeed  of  high- 
minded,  honorable,  and  iulelti^nt  gentlemen, 
trom  different  aeotiona  of  thia  ooootry,  aai 
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public  good,  And  who  pouess  fall  maiuiB  of  ob- 
taiaing  information  on  the  sabject  intrOBted  to 
them.  I  would  not  for  alight  reasooB  ybtj 
from  that  report  AsA  I  cannot  bat  think  that 
Uie  nmnber  which  they  have  reported  as  tjie 
ratio  of  representauoQ,  will  do  more  equal  Jna- 
ti/aa  than  any  other. 

It  was  correctly  remafked  the  other  day  by 
a  gentlemao  from  Vii^mia,  (Ur.  Cftuo,)  that 
we  could  not  expect  to  arrive  at  a  conclnnon 
without  a  spirit  of  oonciliation  and  uintaal  con> 
cession.  I  concur  witli  him  in  his  opinion. 
Under  the  bill  aa  reported,  it  is  true  many  of 
tlie  States,  over  and  above  their  cantemplat«d 
number  of  representatives,  wonld  be  left  with 
larse  fractious,  and  four,  to  wit,  Vermont,  Een- 
tnciy,  Georgia,  and  New  York,  with  over  forty 
thonaand  each ;  but  were  we  to  adopt  any 
other  baua,  the  fractions  of  theee  States  might 
be  diminished  by  the  operation ;  others  would 
be  placed  in  the  same  situation ;  what  would 
be  the  gun  of  some,  would  be  the  loss  of  oth- 
ers. It  is  troe,  by  dimiuiahing  the  votes  pro- 
posed, the  fractional  parts  might  be  lessened; 
but,  as  in  the  bill  reported,  the«e  remnants 
would  be  relative,  and  the  hardship,  in  this  re- 
spect, not  less  than  now.  It  becomes  our  duty 
to  diar^ard  particular  hardships,  if  not  too  fla- 
grant, and  look  totally  to  the  general  wel&re 
of  this  Union.  Until  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  presented,  and  the  tables  of  calcula- 
tion laid  before  us,  as  a  representation  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  now  represented  by  thirty- 
four  members  on  this  floor — under  the  bill  we 
have  thirty-nine,  and,  should  the  amendment 
prevul,  to  have  no  le«8  than  forty-three  mem- 
bers— I  was  disposed  to  favor  such  a  ratio,  as 
it,  at  least,  would  not  increase  our  numbers 
here  from  that  State,  and  perhaps  as  great  a 
one  as  fifty-five  or  sixty  uionsand.  Perhaps 
my  impresuons  were  too  hastily  received,  and 
one  consideration,  with  me,  of  greater  weight 
than  any  other,  has  induced  me  to  change 
those  impressions.  If  we  should  extend  be- 
yond forty-eight  thousuid,  one  independent 
State  in  this  Union  would  be  deprived  of  half 
of  ber  representation  here ;  and  if  the  ratio 
should  not  be  carried  above  forty-nine  thou- 
eand,  and  oue  forty-eight  thousand,  she  would 
be  left  with  a  fraction  sufficiently  large,  want- 
ing a  few  bondred,  to  entitle  her  to  another 
representative.  I  think  that  the  feelings  of 
the  citizens  i^  that  respectable  State  ought  to 
be  regarded,  and  her  interests  ooasullAd.  Just- 
ly might  she  complain  of  unfuroess  and  illib- 
erality,  should  this  result  be  prodnced.  I  trust 
I  entertain  no  feelings  for  Rhode  Island  difier- 
oDt  from  those  which  I  might  possess  for  any 
other  State  which  might  be  placed  in  the  same 
utuation.  The  case  of  Delaware  has  been 
meftiooed  as  a  precedent  for  a  umilar  hard- 
ship. Under  the  former  census,  she  was  de- 
prived «f  one-ba!f  of  her  representation  on 
this  floor.  Hot  case  was  truly  a  bard  one,  and 
yet  the  traction  was  far  less  than  what  would 


remun  to  Rhode  Island  at  a  ratio  of  fbrty-BB( 
liionaaud.  The  example  heretofore  set  ob^ 
not  to  sanction  iqjustioe  now. 

TBUSSD1.T,  Jannary  It. 
Apportictiment  Bilt. 

The  Eonse,  cm  motion  of  Ur.  Poix,  wtirt 
agiun  bto  Committ«e  of  the  Whole,  uid  rMmd 
the  couHderatioD  of  the  appMlicmna^t  btU. 

Ifr.  Bmofls  was  in  &vor  of  the  motioD  of  tb 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  to  BtrikvM 
furty-eight  and  insert  forty-four  thotBUd  m 
the  ratio  of  repreaentalion ;  and  he  wonU  be- 
speak the  indulgence  of  the  conamittee  whili 
he  presented  some  of  the  oousideralaons  wUd 
had  induced  him  to  support  the  motion. 

This  is  the  most  important  qaeetion  wUd 
has  been  presented  dnring  the  discoiimoa  rf 
the  sabject  before  the  comioittee.  I  iiiiiiiidii 
it  so,  because  it  pn^Mises  the  hiebeat  rali^ 
which  will  save  to  each  of  the  States  that 

S resent  number  of  representaUves  apoo  tins 
oor.  If  forty-eight  thousttid  preraik,  yoa 
take  from  the  Southern  States,  and  from  Sew 
England,  two  of  the  sectioas  of  this  ooanliT, 
two  members  each.  The  same  thing,  as  it  n- 
spects  New  England,  occurred  under  the  b«m^ 
tiomnent  of  the  oensaa  of  1B20.  If  the  Ufi,  m 
reported,  becomes  a  law,  the  operation]  oC  lbs 
two  apportionmenta  will  be  to  rodaca  the  aaa- 
ber  of  repreeentativee  from  the  New  ^"^— * 
States  more  than  one-tenth.  The  gentlemM 
from  Tennessee,  I  presume,  oonld  not  bavi 
been  aware  of  this  effect  when  he  adveitedis 
the  operation  of  the  last  spportioumeat  to  sb<- 
tain  Uie  report  of  the  committ«e  in  thia  caw. 
This  bill,  sir,  strikes  from  New  Hamp^iire  om- 
sixth  of  her  repreeentatioit  on  this  floor ;  fre« 
Masaachusettfi,  one-thirteenth ;  from  YutKiD)^ 
one-twenty-second  part;  and  from  Ifar^and, 
one-ninth.  If  these  consequences,  so  oidact*- 
nate  to  the  individual  States,  and  ao  ondraii*- 
ble  to  their  sections  of  country,  can  be  avwded 
without  the  introduction  of  greater  evils,  I  tnut 
that  the  justice  of  this  Congress  wiU  see  that  it 
is  done.  The  population  of  Kentucky  is  la> 
than  that  of  the  a4joiaing  State  of  Tumcoci 
by  something  ^ort  of  fonr  thousand.  For^- 
eight  thousand  gives  to  Tennessee  an  additioul 
representative  over  Kentucky.  This  is  an  in- 
equality in  the  condition  of  two  States,  located 
side  by  side,  which  the  most  obvioos  prinei|J*s 
of  right  require  should  be  avoided.  Adopt  tha 
proposad  amendmeut,  and  you  produce  this  it- 
sirahle  result.  Again,  sir,  forty-four,  whiM  it 
preserves  the  present  number  c^  repreeentitini 
to  every  State,  leaves  a  less  gaa^ti  tnetioa  tlisa 
any  other  ratio,  from  forty  to  sixty  thouaad, 
except  forty-two  and  forty-nine  thousand;  sai 
it  exceeds  that  of  these  but  a  trifl&  It  ekeU 
more  members  with  small  fractitms  than  any 
other  number  within  the  ai>ove  range.  If  job 
adopt  this  number,  it  will  give  yon  a  House  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  members    IKridt 
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the  whole  fedenl  popalatioii  of  the  ITDltad 
Btntea  bj  thU  aamber,  and  abont  ibr^-ni 
thoosand  will  be  the  general  average  amount 
of  popnlatjim  that  will  choose  a  representative. 
Gentlemen  tell  na  that  at  forty-eight  thon- 
sand,  which  takes  a  member  from  the  delega- 
tion from  each  of  the  States  before  named,  uie 
oonatjtntional  proportion  among  all  the  Btotea 
la  preBBrved,  though  they  deeply  regret  the  ef- 
Aet  upon  the  losing  States.  This,  sir,  is  oer- 
tainly  trne;  bat  1  reply  that  at  forty-fbar  thon- 
«and  the  same  Jost  proportion  of  which  they 

rik  will  be  maintaineo,  and  the  very  deeira- 
obiect  of  secnring  to  every  member  of  this 
oonfeaisracy  ita  present  nnmber  is  obttuned. 
The  condition  of  those  great  and  increasing 
States,  whoee  growing  nomben  will  add  to 
tlieir  delegatioa  at  each  snooeedinK  censns,  is 
widely  different  teoai  that  of  the'old  and  snudl 
Statea,  whose  population  remans  comparatively 
stationary,  and  who  may  be  destined  to  lose 
ODft  or  more  of  tbeii  repreeeotatives  every  ten 

Mr.  Ohainaan,  are  there  not  reminisoences 
connected  with  tlie  history  of  these  old  States 
■irorthj  of  eonaderation  in  the  settlement  of 
tliis  important  qn«etion  t  The  foar  States  most 
deeply  affecl«d  by  the  decision  which  we  are 
abont  to  make,  are  nnmbered  among  tbe  im- 
mortal thirteen.  May  they  not  point  you  to 
those  great  transactions  which  gave  birth  to 


May  they  not,  in  uie  language  of  kindness  and  af- 
Ceotioo,  say  to  their  younger  aiBterg,do  not,  in  your 
pro^Mrity,  unless  some  great  principle  demands 
ft,  or  some  great  interest  makes  it  neoeesary,  drive 
one  of  our  members  from  this  floor,  whilst  yon 
■n  so  ftally  rwresented  T  May  they  not  say  to 
dteir  sisters  ol  the  West,  that  the  grant  domain 
irhicb  constitutes  yoor  rich  inheritance  was 
INuohaaed  by  their  blood  and  treaeores,  which 
flowed  as  free  as  the  rushing  fountun  t  Thev 
«nvy  not  your  proqMrity,  nor  would  they  check 
tbe  rapid  corrent  of  your  popnlotion.  Their 
children  and  their  deareet  friends  are  among 
<ron,  participtting  in  the  bdoccss  of  your  nn- 
[Mnilleled  fortune.  But  they  ask  you  to  re- 
""ir  that,  in  the  days  of  yonr  mioDrity  and 


JastMe,  Introduced  you  into  the  great  repnbli 
can  fkmily.  They  are  gratified  with  yoor  In- 
creaaing  wealth.  They  are  prond  of  yonr  ad- 
▼anoing  greatness ;  for  you  are  a  portion  of 
tli^r  common  conntry.  Sir,  may  not  old  Mas- 
■achnsetts  and  old  Vii^oia  ask  their  elder  sis- 
ter, New  York — tlat  great  nation  in  Itself— to 
remember  the  perils  and  tbe  conflicts  of  by- 
gone times  t  In  the  ffreat  stmggle  of  the  rev- 
olatioa,  the  State  of  New  Tork^ivho  now  ap- 
pears upon  this  floor  witik  a  phalanx  of  repre- 
■«itativea  equal  to  the  whole  of  New  England, 
iraa  comparatively  small,  and  stood  in  need  of 
the  aid  of  her  powerfbl  neigbbOTS.  In  every 
part  of  her  territory  which  waa  then  inhabited, 
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may  now  be  famid  tbe  bones  of  their  sons 
whose  blood  crimsoned  her  invaded  soil.  Their 
relative  condition  has  now  changed.  Sbe  has 
become  nomerons  and  powerful,  and  they  ccm- 
parativdy  smalL  When  she  can  at  once  be 
generoM  and  just,  will  she  be  unmindful  of  her 
ancient  friends  1  Can  she  forget  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  and  MassschnBettB,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  associates  of  her  youth,  the  sharers 
of  her  toils,  the  companions  of  her  glory  I 

The  censns  of  1820  gave  ns  a  popnlatloo  of 
ten  millions.  The  ratio  nnder  that  censns  was 
forty  thousand.  The  people  did  not  oomplun 
that  that  nnmber  was  too  small.  The  circnra- 
stanco  attending  that  ratio,  which  I  sincerely 
regret,  is,  that  the  principle  of  reserving  to 
each  State  her  eiistrng  nnmber  had  not  been 
regarded  as  sacred.  With  a  popnlation  of  ten 
mUlions,  we  had  two  handred  and  thirteen  rep- 
resentatives. We  have  now  an  increase  of  three 
mill)On^  to  which  the  hill  on  yonr  table  sub- 
stantially proposes  to  give  twenty-fonr  mem- 
bers, or  one  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand. 

These,  sw,  are  some  of  the  views  and  facts 
which  preeent  themselves  npon  the  face  of  the 
bill  itself^  and  which  result  from  an  eiamina- 
(Jon  of  the  tables  reported  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  which  have  had  an  inflnence  in 
leading  me  to  the  oonclnrion  that  forty-four 
thousand  is  tiie  nnmber  which  onght  to  be  es- 
tablished. 


Satusdat,  January  81. 
Minimma  Dutie*. 


Davis,  of  Massaohnsetta,  as  modified  yes- 
terday, 

Mr.  MnoHELL,  of  South  Carolina,  was  op- 
posed  to  tbe  amendment  in  any  shape.  He 
objected  to  it  because  it  was  too  compreneosive, 
and  therefore  impracticable.  It  called  for  in- 
formation coeirtendve  with  all  tbe  pnrsnita  of 
industry— with  the  various  and  complicated  in- 
terests of  this  vast  confederacy,  and  could  not 
possibly  be  collected  before  the  end  of  the  tes^ 
sion.  Mr,  M.  said,  before  he  gave  his  reasons 
for  supporting  the  original  resolntion,  he  conld 
not  bat  express  his  regret  at  the  nnconciliating, 
nnconceding,  and  uncompromising  spirit  which 
the  genUeman  ftvm  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davtb) 
had  exhibited.  From  the  course  of  the  New 
York  convention  on  the  tariff,  he  had  hoped 
that  every  member  had  come  here  with  tbe 
determination  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  it  on 
liberal  and  patriotic  terms.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  taken  occasion  to  show 
the  great  advantages  of  the  woollen  mannfac- 
torea  to  a^onlture.  And  ^ow,  said  Mr.  M., 
did  he  prove  this  proposition  t  By  showing 
how  much  wool  a  woollen  manufactory  of  a 
certun  capacity  would   require — how   1BB&7 
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■h«ep  would  Aimieh  that  wool — and  bow  muij 
tcTcg  of  Ituid  wDDJd  aiutain  thoM  Bheep ;  in 
other  words,  that  these  mBanfactories  Bnstsined 
the  forma  looated  aroaud  them.  Whj,  sir,  if 
they  instained  the  whole  Bgricoltnre  of  New 
Englsjid,  thej  would  not  be  a  natjonal  benefit, 
for  th&t  is  so  inoonBiderable  as  not  to  form  so 
item  in  onr  Treasury  calcnlations.  It  does  not 
do  more  than  Habsist  her  laboring  poor.  New 
England  derives  her  wealth  and  elory  from 
other  BonroM.  Mr.  U.  BBJd  he  would  noir  pro- 
ceed to  the  resolntion.  It  had  two  objeats  in 
Tiaw ;  the  first  was,  to  ascortwn  the  real  pro- 
tection wbich  the  maoofaotm^r  derived  ih)m 
the  ad  valorem  dntj  nnder  the  act  of  1628, 
This  was  very  different  &om  the  nomioal  or 
apparent  protection  from  the  mode  of  aasesft- 
ing  the  dotj  at  the  onstom-honse.  B;  the  act, 
the  duty  of  4Q  per  cent,  was  calcnlated  on  the 
costs,  with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  and 
the  incidental  expenses,  which  he  nnderstood 
to  be  about  ten  per  cent.  more.  Now  45  per 
oent.  on  |t30  was  |64,  which  was  the  real  pro- 
tection wbich  the  mannfactarer  received.  Is 
it  not  all-important  to  inqnire,  then,  into  the 
price  of  them  as  protected  articles,  and  the  in- 
oidental  eipenscB  t 

The  second  ol^ect  of  tbe  resolation  was  to 
inqnire  into  the  practical  effect  of  the  mbiimDm 
dnties.  It  was  an  arbitrary  valnation  of  the 
commodity  far  above  the  real  valne,  to  increase 
the  real  jvotection  of  the  mannfaotnrer. 

Thus  a  woollen  cloth  costing  SI  cents  the 
sqaare  yard,  was  valaed  at  lOO  cents,  and  a 
dutj  irf  AG  per  cent,  caloulated  on  it,  it  paid  a 
dnty  of  46  cento,  which  was  90  per  cent,  on 
the  coat,  and  not  the  nominal  snm  of  4S  per 
oenL  on  the  valne  of  the  article :  tbere  were 
fonr  other  minimnms  on  the  same  principle. 
This  minimum  prinoinle  was  no  donbt  introdooed 
for  the  parpose  of  aelnding  and  deodving  the 

^ple — for,  by  adopting  these  minimnms,  a 
/  of  SO,  100,  and  150  per  cent,  passes  for  an 
ad  valorem  dnty  of  46  per  cent  Had  the  tariff 
act  made  a  fnll  display  of  these  dnties,  it  wonld 
have  exposed  their  selfiah  avarice,  and  forced 
the  people  to  drive  those  ont  of  Oongreas  who 
had  passed  it.  Bnt  this  mlnimnm  principle  is 
as  Tinjust  as  it  is  deliuive.  This  is  literally  a 
tax  on  the  poor.  A  laborer  who  pnrohases 
coarse  woollens,  for  wbioh  he  pays  51  per  cent. 
a  square  yard,  is  snl^eot  really  to  a  duty  of  90 
per  cent ;  while  the  rich,  who  wear  the  finest 
and  highest  price  cloths,  pay  bat  60  per  cent, 
duty.  Ag^n,  it  is  an  encoaragement  to  smug- 
gling and  frauds  on  the  revenue.  The  differ- 
ence of  a  cent  in  the  invoice  price  will  make  a 
difference  of  GO  per  cent  in  the  dnty.  Thus, 
a  cloth  costing  61  cents  the  square  yard,  pays  a 
'  dnty  of  4Q  cents  the  square  yard ;  which,  if  it 
be  invoiced  at  BO  cents,  will  pay  no  more  than 
m  cents  the  eqnare  yard.  Accordingly,  we 
find  that  it  has  given  rise  to  smuggling  and 
frauds  on  the  revenue  laws  of  all  kinds.  In  the 
late  convention  at  New  York,  a  Ur.  Ellsworth 
Btated  facts  of  a  most  »'■""■"£  natore.     Be 


sud  that  fiends  were  daily  oonunitted  in  UM 
city ;  that  the  duties  on  a  mngle  puAip 
araonntod  frequently  to  $400 — that,  •  frsad  bti 
been  lately  detected  in  the  irapoftatkni  of  ifitt 
pieces  of  clotb,  which,  if  it  had  ~  '  ' 

would  have  been  a  gain  to  the  ~ 
t48,000— that  within  the  last  «x  montits  tR 
pachagea  had  been  sozed,  and  that  tlwm  W 
been  bnt  Mie  ooodeoui^on  in  two  yesia.  Dus 
not  this  statement  prove  eveiy  tlungf — fint, 
that  the  tMuptt^tn  to  emnggling  is  tamMaae; 
secondly,  that  it  is  carried  on  to  agreatcztHt; 
thirdly,  that  the  jnriea  will  not  ootiTict  aaim 
this  act — for  thb  witness  tells  ns  that  w¥im 
the  last  six  months  600  packages  had  baa 
seized — that  there  had  be«i  but  ixte  ocadiB 
nation  in  two  years  f 

lb.  MoDcTFiK  tbon^t  that  in  aU  cases  rf 
reaolutious  for  mere  inqniry,  npoD  priodpla  tl 
rigfat — at  all  events  npon  thoso  of  oaniteey— it 
was  due  to  gentlemen  making  the  inqoiiv, 
that  they  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  their  o«i 
form.  He  would  not  decide  for  the  gratlom 
from  Virginia,  Qtr.  BotnJ>i!C,)  -whether  tb* 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Wtiriirti 
setts  (Ur,  Di.via)  would  meet  his  views.  B* 
was  perfectly  willing  the  gentleman  &om  lb- 
saebnaetts  should  have  his  intjnir;  onswmd. 
Let  the  original  resolution,  with  the  amssl- 
ment  attached  to  it,  be  both  adopted.  Ht 
tmsted  that  gentlemen  would  not  pnrsDe  tte 
incidental  debate,  from  whicb  nothing  prate- 
ble  could  result 

Kr.  Davis  was  aboot  to  reply,  when 

Hr.  Afplstoh,  of  HaBsaehnaetta,  said  that  k 
did  not  rise  with  any  intNilkHi  of  antearing  ndi 
a  discussioD  of  the  tariff.  He  had,  in  an  «t^ 
stage  of  the  debate  on  this  reaolntioD,  Mtca^ 
ed  to  get  the  floor  with  a  view  to  sttMDit  a  in 
remarks  on  the  snlject  to  which  it  nAmd: 
bnt  not  having  snoceedad  in  doing  so,  ud  b^ 
Ueving  the  House  bad  beooine  wwtried  with  m 
probacted  a  debate  on  a  mere  reaolatioa  <d  ■» 
quiry,  be  had  determined  to  give  a  nlait  vat* 
on  the  question  before  them.  Bat  after  iht 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  gentlonan  firua 
South  Oandloo,  charging  the  fViends  of  iha 
protective  system  with  adeterminatlMt  tostiflt 
inquiry,  be  must  ask  the  indolgenee  of  tk* 
House  for  a  short  ezpodtion  of  the  Tie«i 
under  which  he  acted. 

The  object  of  the  resolntion  was  an  iaqarj 
into  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  miniaHn 
duties  wbicb  bad  been  introdnced  into  oar  rev- 
enue law&  The  gentleman  fkim  Virginia,  wko 
introdnoed  the  resolntion,  had  stated  that  tfaeN 
minimams  were  to  him  a  mystery ;  that  hehtd 
made  inquiries  of  a  great  number  of  petMws 
bnt  be  never  bad  been  able  to  find  any  one  win 
oonld  resolve  It 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  came  fw- 
ward,  when  it  was'  proposed  to  InuAr  th* 
inqniry  from  the  Committoe  on  Commerce,  will 
a  dedaraUon  that  be  liad  traced  oat  this  honid 
mystery ;  that  he  was  prepared  to  draw  aaidi 
the  veil  which  concealed  the  real  fttmrartnr  rf 
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sir,  the  language  of  both  th«se  seotlemen  gave 
munin^ed  asCMiishmeat.  I  had  aapposed  m;- 
■elf  familiar  with  these  miuimiimB,  and  believed 
them  as  plain  aa  Bimplieity  itself  and  as  harm- 
leM  «9  tbey  were  simple — as  bannleM  as  tiio 
gentleman  iofomu  as  he  considered  hU  own 
reacdntion,  and  wbieb  I  eertainlf  oonsider  bb 
liarmleH  as  he  can  do.  Whj,  sir,  what  U  a 
miaimnin  datj  1  Simply  a  specific  datj,  notb- 
inp  more,  llie  verj  object  of  estabtiahiag  a 
mmimDm  is  to  ohange  an  ad  valorem  into  a 
C|>eoifio  dntj.  Take,  for  instance,  the  article 
of  cotton.  The  existing  law  imponea  a  intj 
of  «uht  and  tbree-fonrths  oenta  the  square  yard 
on  m  ootUma  Mating  leea  than  thir^-nre  cents ; 
00  of  woollens,  thef  are  divided  into  five  class- 
es paying  specifio  dntiea  of  fonrtaen,  twenty- 
two  and  a  balf^  forty-five,  one  dollar  twelve  and 
a  balf,  and  one  dollar  hod  eighty  cents.  They 
▼arj  in  nothing  from  the  dntiea  on  teas,  spirits, 
raw  cotton,  and  many  other  articles,  bnt  m  the 
mode  of  olMsifioation.  T«aa  are  divided  into 
five  elassea,  aooording  to  color,  or  some  other 


eqnal  tban  that  on 
woollens.  Some  descriptions  of  black  teas  pay 
the  same  rat«  of  dni^  aa  others  which  cost 
double  the  money.  The  same  of  raw  oottoo, 
the  dnty  on  which  amonnts  to  sbont  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  Brazil  cotton, 
whilst  00  that  of  Bengal  it  wonld  amoont  nearly 
or  quite  to  sevenly-nve  per  cent,  on  the  ooet. 
These  minimom  dntiea  therefore  are  neither 
more  nor  Ism  tbau  specific  dades.  But  tbey 
are  denounced  as  an  artAil  invention  of  the 
mannfaotorers,  nnder  which  to  conceal  their 
•xtertion  and  r^>acity ;  a  fraud  apon  the  ^>eo- 
ple;  anti-republican,  opposed  to  every  pnnci- 
ple  of  jnstjoe.  Under  Uiece  circnmstanoes,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  look  into  the  origin  of 
tbew  minimoms,  to  inquire  Into  their  history. 
The  form  of  the  minimum  as  a  specific  dnty 
WW  introdoeed  Into  onr  legisladon  under  the 
anspioea  of  one  of  the  purest  names  enrolled  on 
the  list  of  our  departed  worthies ;  that  of  WU- 
liora  Lowndes,  of  Sonth  Oartdina.  He  it  wa& 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Hesns,  who  introdnoed  the  act  of  April,  1816, 
imposing  a  tariff  of  duties,  contaming  this 
elaose ;  "  Provided  that  all  cotton  cloths,  the 
ortginal  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  cent. 
U  from  places  beyond  the  Oape  of  Good  Hope, 
<w  ten  per  cent,  if  imported  from  any  other 

place,  shall  be  lees  than  tweoty-fivet 

square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition, 
and  deemed  to  have  coat  twentv-Sve  cents  per 
■qnare  yard,  and  charged  with  duty  aooord- 
ingly."  This  provision  imposed  a  specific  dnty 
of  riz  and  a  quarter  cepts  the  aqnare  yard,  at 
leas^  on  all  cottons;  and  this  circumstance 
gave  it  the  name  of  a  miniinnm  duty.    When 


lOrfm.  ia.  or  K. 

it  was  proposed  to  strike  this  provision  from 
the  bill,  the  eloquence  of  Lowndes,  and  the 
votes  of  South  Oarolina,  retained  IL  The 
minlmnm,  therefore,  whatever  its  character,  is 
a  child  of  South  Oarolina;  and  if  it  reqolre 
defence,  Sonth  Carolina  should  defend  it  Will 
she  do  sot  No.  Hr.  Speaker;  even  here,  on 
the  spot  of  its  birth,  South  Oarolina  brands, 
with  moet  opprobrious  epltheta,  her  own  off- 
spring. And  yet,  sir,  is  not  the  act  entitied  to 
defence  T  I  think  it  is.  And,  however  much 
I  may  regret  that  it  should  have  fallen  to  so 
feeble  hands,  I  will  defend  this  act  of  South 
Carolina,  even  against  herself. 

Sir,  I  know  Bomethinit  of  the  motives  which 
infiuenced  Sonth  Carolina  in  this  roeaaure  in 
1BI6.  A  highly  esteemed  and  intimate  friend, 
now  no  more,  who  passed  a  great  part  of 
that  session  of  CongKss  at  Washington,  and 
who  was  greatiy  influential  in  bringing  differ- 
ent views  and  oonfiicting  interests  to  unite  in 
this  measure,  expired  to  me,  on  his  return, 
the  views  under  which  a  mijority  of  the  dele- 
Kation  of  South  Carolina  were  induced  to  vote 
for  that  bill.  Booth  Carolina  was  then,  as  now, 
a  cotton^rowing  State ;  cotton  was  bar  great 
staple.  Tne  ooweMoom  had  been  brouRht  into 
complete  wad  snooeMfbl  ofwracion  in  this  conn- 
try.  The  wh(de  consumption  of  the  conntir  in 
the  article  of  coane  cottons,  was,  neverthdes^ 
at  that  time,  supphed  by  the  Indian  manufac- 
ture from  B«igal.  South  Oarolina  was  assured, 
and  made  to  Mlieve,  that,  under  the  protection 
of  this  minimum,  impoeing  a  apeoific  duty  of 
six  and  a  quarter  cents  the  square  yard  on  Uiese 
inferior  cottons,  the  cotton  of  onr  own  prodno- 
tion  might  be  sncoeesnilly  manufactured  under 
the  influence  of  this  powerffal  instrument,  in 
our  own  country,  and  thus  made  to  supersede 
and  shut  out  the  oottona  then  In  use,  the  prod- 
uct both  of  a  foreign  manufacture  and  of  a  for> 

In  supporting  this  measure,  therefore,  what- 
ever otAer  mcfives  may  have  infiuenced  her. 
South  CaroUna  was  fii^wiDg  the  dictates  of 
an  enlightened  self-interest — nay,  more,  sir,  of 
an  enlight«ned  and  enlarged  patriotism.  Wliat 
bond  of  union  could  be  imagined,  better  calcu- 
lated to  bind  together  distant  parts  of  the 
Dniou,  than  the  ties  of  a  common  Interest, 
growing  out  of  the  mutual  relation  of  producer 
of  the  raw  material  and  the  manufaoturer  of 
itt  And  again,  of  manufacturer  and  000- 
sumerl 

Kow,  sir,  what  has  been  the  result?  Have 
the  anticipations  thus  held  out  to  South  Caro- 
lina been  realized  t  On  this  point  I  may  speak 
with  some  confidence.  With  the  gentleman  to 
whom  I  have  elladed,  I  bad  been  associated  as 
one  of  the  origin^  proprietors  of  the  eBtablish'% 
ment  at  Waltham,  where  the  power-loom  was 
first  put  in  operation  in  181B ;  and  from  that 
period  to  the  present  I  have  been  intimately 
acqwunted  with  the  progress  of  the  cotton 
manufacture.  Not  only,  nr,  have  the  original 
calculations  been  fully  realised,  but  the  mann- 
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future  has  been  extended  to  a  degree  wLich  it 
would  have  been  tbooKbt  altogether  Tuionarj 
to  have  Anticipated.  Tne  original  idea  extend- 
ed onlj  to  the  manufkctnre  of  ooane  cottons, 
to  take  the  plaoe  of  those  imported  from  India. 
ifot  only  were  these  ezclnaed  almost  imme- 
diately, bat,  nnder  the  inflnence  of  a  small  ex- 
tension of  the  minimnm  in  1824,  and  acain  in 
18SS,  by  each  of  which  an  additionBl  dnty  of 
one  cent  and  a  qnarter  the  aqaare  yard  waa 
added  to  that  imposed  in  1616,  the  mannfac- 
tore  has  been  tarried  np  into  the  finer  and 
higher  brviobefl,  to  an  extent  and  with  a  ra- 
pidity whicii  I  will  venture  to  eay  baa  no  par- 
allel in  the  whole  history  of  commerce.  By 
the  most  moderate  estimate,  and  one  which  I 
believe  entirely  within  the  truth,  the  present 
consumption  of  cotton  in  onr  own  mannfacture 
is  estimated  at  flO,000,000  pounds.  This  is 
more  than  one-half  the  entire  quantity  of  cot- 
ton manufactured  in  Great  Britain,  in  181S,  the 
period  of  establishing  the  first  minimnm  by  onr 
law — the  average  of  five  years,  from  1816  to 
18S0,  being  stated  by  Hr.  Hnskisson  as  137,- 
000,000  pounds  only.  It  amounts  to  one-filth 
part  of  DDT  whole  production,  and  bears  the 
proportion  of  two-fifths  of  the  entire  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Dritain  from  American  cotton. 
At  the  same  time,  it  is  at  the  present  moment 
extending  itself  with  an  ener^,  and  to  an  ex- 
tent, never  before  witnessed. 

Not  only,  Ur.  Speaker,  has  it  furnished  onr 
entire  oonsumptlon  in  all  the  finer  and  more 
expensive  branches  of  the  mannfaotnre,  and 
introdnced  new  &brics  into  use,  as  negro  cot- 
ton, and  cotton  ducks,  which  are  rapidly  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  foreign  ftrticlee  Tnannfac- 
tured  from  linen  and  hemp ;  but  it  has  fur- 
nished  a  very  considerable  export  ih  tiie  article 
of  coarse  cottons. 

In  this  view  the  manu&eture  assumes  addi- 
tional importance,  as  deatined  to  fiimish  a 
very  important  branch  of  our  forei^  trade.  I 
am  aware,  sir,  that  It  is  a  prevaihng  opinion 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  mannfactnre  any 
deacriptioQ  or  cottons  on  such  terms  as  to  meet 
the  fabrics  of  Great  Britain  in  foreign  markets. 
Ou  this  point  I  wish  to  be  explicit,  and  I  avail 
myself  of  the  present  opportanity  to  state  to 
the  Honse  that  I  am  prepared  to  muutun  on 
this  floor  the  position,  not  as  matter  of  opinion 
merely,  but  as  a  well-ascertained  fact,  that  the 
American  manufacturer  can  convert  a  pouud 
of  American  cotton  into  the  coarse  fabrics. 
Baited  to  exportation,  for  a  less  amonnt  of 
money  than  the  British  mann&ctorer  can  do 
it.  In  other  words,  that  a  pound  weight  or 
other  given  quantity  of  these  &bricB  con  tte 
pTodnoed  for  a  less  amount  of  money  in  this 
tfconntrr  than  it  can  in  Great  Britain,  made 
from  the  same  materials.  I  am  perfectly  aware 
that,  by  the  substitntion  of  the  cheaper  Bengal 
cotton,  and  by  working  up  a  portion  of  the 
waste  of  their  mills,  the  British  manufacturer 
can  produce  a  fkbric  apparently  cheaper  than 
our  own ;  but  there '  is  an  inherent  want  of  te- 


nacity in  the  manufaetnre,  wbiofa  Booa  reTcsk 
itself  to  the  c<»:sumBr,  even  amongxt  the  mdM 
people :  the  consequence  is  a  decided  prriv- 
ence  for  the  American  fabrics,  and  an  iDcr««s- 
ittg  demand  for  these  goods  for  exporutiai. 
which  hsa  only  been  checked  by  some  advaaa 
of  price,  which  has  taken  place  during  tbefnit 
year,  in  the  expansion  of  a  universal  praiptt- 
ity.  This  brings  me  to  notice  a  remark  of  lb* 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ur.  CaxbbxlxmJ 
on  the  enormous  profits  of  the  manafuuntn, 
I  believe  be  expressed  a  wish  for  infonnstJiB 
in  relation  to  their  enormous  profits.  It  is  oo^ 
tainly  true,  that  alter  a  most  severe  and  trjng 
depression  during  the  years  1B29  and  18S0,  thi 
manufacturers  have  shared  in  the  oniverHsl  n- 
action  of  ISSl ;  but  not  iu  a  greater,  if  so  gml 
a  degree  as  other  branches  of  trade.  I  dwoU 
consider  it  a  high  estimate  of  the  profits  of  tiH 
most  flouriebing  establishments,  to  rata  tli^ 
at  twenty  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and  probabl; 
but  a  small  proportion  approach  very  naw  lo 
it.  This  ie  certainly  a  high  rate  of  profit,  ixt 
not  greater  than  that  realized  by  the  navigatisf 
int«re8t.  Such  have  been  tbe  profits  in  ifaii 
last  department  of  trade,  that,  during  a  eaaai- 
erable  part  of  tbe  year,  every  new  ship  whiil 
touched  the  water,  would  command  a  pmfit  d 
twenty'flve  per  o^t.  over  the  cost  of  bnildiii^ 
the  work  of  only  a  few  months.  Bnt,  Mr; 
Speaker,  what  has  been  the  coQseqneitce  tiUm 
increase  in  the  profits  of  manufactoriitg  f  An 
nnprecedented  impulse  of  c^iital  into  lUi 
branch  of  basiness.  If  the  profits  are  now  tM 
great,  there  con  be  no  fear  but  they  will  son 
be  reduced,  under  the  existing  spirit  of  ocHnpe- 
tition,  to  a  proper  level,  if  not  below  it. 

Let  us  now  advert  to  tbe  eflect  of  this  ma- 
ufactore  on  prices.  I  have  before  me  a  aedt 
of  prioee  fbr  every  year,  token  from  the  adad 
sales  of  the  same  identical  article  of  cotua 
mannfactnred  by  tiie  Waltham  Companj  frun 
IS16  to  1639.  I  will  only  give  the  foUowng 
extracts:  The  article  which  in  1816  aoid  for 
thirty  cents  the  sqnare  yard,  sold,  in  1819,  st 
twenty-one  cents;  in  1B33,  seventeen  omici 
1826,  thirteen  cents ;  in  1639,  nine  and  avca 
eight  a  half  cents.  The  last  price  was  not  one 
giving  a  remonerative  profit,  and  the  mannlae- 
ture  was  abandoned  for  a  finer  fibric ;  the  same 
article  may  now  be  worth  ten  or  ten  and  a  hiV 


nlar  branch  of  manufacture,  it  will  r 
believed  that  I  am  Mncere  in  the  a , 
not  of  a  perfect  willingness,  but  of  a  strong  ik- 
sire,  that  this  House  shonld  possess  itoelf  of  lbs 
most  fall  and  complete  information  in  relaliai 
to  the  subject  of  manu&ctnres.  I  invite  tte 
fnlleit  inquiry.  I  court  it,  and  pledge  rayMtf 
to  afibrd  any  asnstonce  in  my  power  towaiJ 
the  satisfaction  of  every  ini^niry,  and  the  ob- 
taining of  the  most  complete  mformotion. 

And  I  do  this,  because,  when  the  facts  whiek 
I  bave  stated  ore  in  possesuon  of  ^ia  fiowe,  I 
shall  call  npon  BoaUi  Oarolioa  to  say  whether 
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<u)der  thew  oircnmstance*,  she  is  pr^Mrod  to 
break  down  or  cripple  an;  part  of  this  manu- 
faotore,  wbiob  she  nns  done  to  much  to  bring 
into  existence,  and  in  whoee  proaperitjr  I  be- 
lieve h«r  to  be  deeply  interosteJ.  I  Bhall  uk 
lier  to  pause  before  she  decides  to  indnlge  tbe 
gentleman  tma  New  Tortc  in  the  experiment 
■whether  goods  made  fh)m  Bengal  cotton  are 
not  more  eoonomical  for  the  poor,  for  whom 
he  feels  so  great  an  interest.  In  vaj  bomble 
trillion,  the  minimnm  dntj  is  entided  to  a 
good  word  traax  Bouth  Carolina.  I  do  not  de- 
spair of  having  it.  As  to  the  resolution  offered 
hy  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  vaj  otfjection 
to  it  is,  that  it  presents  no  specific  otject  of  in- 

Jniry — nothing  to  lead  to  anj  praotJcol  reeulL 
read  it  over  several  limes  witnont  being  able 
to  ascertain  the  object;  it  seemed  to  require 
aome  calcalatioDS  as  to  the  amount  of  the  min- 
imara  daties  per  cent  on  any  sopposable  cost; 
thia  is  a  matter  of  easy  ealonlation,  wbiob  any 
person  can  make  for  himself;  it  is  simply  a 

aaestion  in  the  mle  of  three,  as,  for  instance, 
ie  minimnm  duty  on  a  square  yard  of  cotton 
is  eight  and  threvfonrths  oents.  Bnppose  a 
sqnare  yard  of  cotton  ehonld  ooet  one  cent, 
what  woold  ttai  duty  omonnt  to  per  cent,  t 
Answer,  eight  bnndred  and  seventy-five  per 
cent,  and  so  throogh  the  whole  scale.  Now, 
air,  ii  the  gentleman  chooses  to  have  these  min- 
imanu  cMOnlated  for  ns,  as  I  now  anderstand 
he  doe^  why,  be  it  so  with  all  my  heart.  I 
can  have  no  otfjection  to  his  presenting  them 
to  na  wider  as  many  phasca  as  the  census  as- 
aamed  in  the  hinds  of  the  very  ingenions  gen- 
tleman who  has  calcniated  it  for  ns  with  so 
mnch  labor.  But  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
penwivB  any  practical  resnlt  to  oome  of  it. 

As  to  which  of  the  committees  the  inqairy 
■honld  go,  so  Ear  as  this  ciUanlation  is  concern- 
ed, it  must  be  of  rery  little  importance ;  but, 
•appose  it  intended  to  apply  it  practioaUy  to 
tiia  comparative  prices  of  goods  mannfaotDred 
here,  or  imported  from  abroad ;  there  oan  be 
no  quesdon  that,  as  a  m&ttor  of  propriety,  it 
oQ^t  to  go  to  the  Comiuittee  on  Uaon&etureB. 
The  theory  of  this  Hoose,  I  take  to  be,  that  tbe 
standing  committees  are  supposed  to  concen- 
trate the  highest  deOTee  of  information  in  the 
HoBss  on  the  particular  Hubjeots  on  which  they 
are  tpotAaVeA.  Tbe  Oommittee  on  Monnfac- 
tnns,  UMretbre,  are  presomod  to  know,  or  have 
the  means  at  ascertaining,  all  which  the  mann- 
betnren  tbemselTea  kiwtw.  Now,  sir,  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  gentleman  fhnn  New  York,  the 
^lirnun  of  the  Oommittee  m  Commerce,  that 
the  Committee  on  Monofaotores  cannot  be  snp- 
possd  to  know  the  eoat  in  England  or  the 
eharges  of  importation  on  those  articles  ooming 
in  competition  with  our  own  manufootures,  so 
well  «s  the  Committee  on  Comraeroe.  On  the 
eontraiy,  the  Brat  tnqidry  which  a  manufac- 
turer make*  when  he  seta  abont  mannfactnring 
an  article  for  the  home  market,  in  which  he  is 
to  coma  in  competition  with  an  imported  arti- 
de,  is,  what  is  the  oii^nol  cost  of  the  article 
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with  which  he  proposes  to  compete  f  what  are 
the  charges  of  importation,  and  what  the  pro- 
tecting daties  t  Xbese  form  the  foundation  on 
which  he  decides  whether  ur  not  to  com 
the  manofactnre.  Bo,  more  especially,  i 
erence  to  those  muinfactures  wfiioh  ai 
ed  for  foreign  markets,  where  thay  are  to  oome 
in  direct  competition  with  the  mannfactares  of 
another  country ;  does  the  gentleman  suppose 
that  an;  rational  man  woold  erect  a  eotton 
mill  to  manuftoure  goods  fur  exportation, 
wichont  OHoertaining  precisely  what  such  goods 
could  be  furnished  for  from  Manchester !  No, 
nr,  I  know  of  many  such  mills  now  erecting; 
in  fact,  I  am  interested  in  some  of  them  tayaeit, 
and  I  oan  assure  that  gentleman  the  partjee 
have  not  proceeded  without  ta&y  satisfying 
these  inaairiea. 

Mr.  MqDdtfik  sud  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  Just  token  his  seat,  upon 
die  origin  of  the  system  of  minimum  duties,  and 
the  agency  of  the  representatives  of  South 
Carolina  in  establiehiiu:  that  system,  called  for  a 
few  remarks.  He  had  detenntued  not  to  enter 
upon  the  subject  uf  the  present  tariff  until  it 
was  regularly  before  the  House.  As  to  the 
origin  of  that  system  in  1616,  he  was  glad  it 
had  been  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  It  mode  it  bis  duty,  as  it  clearly 
was  in  hispowertovindicate  the  representatives 
of  South  Oarolioa  from  that  unjust  and  ungen- 
erous aspersion  that  hod  been  elsewhere  brought 
against  them.  He  knew  it  had  l>ean  stud,  and 
was  here  repeated,  that  the  State  of  Booth 
Carolina,  now  so  cumoroua  agunst  the  tariff, 
had  the  distinguished  honor  of  first  originating 
that  system ;  and  that  South  Carolina,  and  she 
alone,  was  respoasihle  for  the  system  and  all 
its  evils.  Sir,  what  are  the  facts  ?  In  1816,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  in  which  our  country  ex- 
pended so  much  money,  and  gained  so  much 
honor,  and  in  which  it  was  the  pride  and  gloiy 
of  the  State  of  Bouth  Carolina,  both  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere,  to  take  a  leading  and  dis- 
tinguished part  against  the  common  euemiea  of 
onr  conntry,  her  representatives  in  this  Honse 
entered  npon  tbe  bnsineasof  fixing  the  revenues 
of  our  peace  establishment.  A  large  debt  had 
been  accumulated  by  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
What  was  presented  to  them!  The  double 
question  of  the  war  taxes  and  the  pnbUc  debt. 
Before  that  time  there  had  been  what  was  called 
donble  duties  and  the  war  taxea.  There  waa 
no  question  before  them  of  protecting  dntlM. 
Tbe  qnestioQ  was — to  what  point  shall  the  du- 
ties be  reduced  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the 
Treasury  andtheburdensof  thepeople?  What 
would  have  been  our  situation  at  this  lime  had 
these  daties  been  permitted  to  remain  as  they 
were  then  fixed  1  Sir,  the  questions  which  now  , 
distract  our  conntry  would  never  had  been 
heard  of.  What  was  done  t  It  was  provided 
that  those  artiolea  which  had  before  paid 
twenty-seven  and  thirty-three  per  cent.,  should, 
after  that  time,  pay  only  twenty-five  per  cent. 
IHd  the  act  atop  uere  t    IMd  it  vindicate  tbe 


ABSIDaHENT  OF  THE 


.  R.] 


[J», 


polioj  that  the  protectdng  dnticB  were  to  pro- 
^euivelf  increue  1  No :  it  provided,  that 
Uieae  duties  of  twentj-five  per  cent,  shoold, 
after  a  oertaiu  period,  go  dovn  to  twenty  per 
cent.  Had  the;  been  permitted  to  run&in 
there  tbev  nerer  would  nave  been  disturbed  bj 
the  oompluuts  of  Boath  Oarolina.  The  act  of 
1816  provided  for  a  rednotion  of  dutiea,  aasar- 
ing  tb&t  prices  wOnId  go  down  after  the  world 
becann  settled,  Tet  we  are  now  told  that, 
beoanse  the  representatives  of  South  Oarolina 
took  a  leading  part  in  that  redaction  of  the 
duties,  wearenowbonndtoincreasethem.  The 
polio;  of  the  act  was  to  reduce  tbem  to  tw^itj 
per  cent. ;  and,  aRer  the  parment  of  the  national 
debt,  to  ten  per  eeat.  The  gentleman  from 
Uflsaaabasette  givea  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
credit  for  a  kind  of  interested  sagacit;  on  that 
oooasion,  which  she  utteil;  disolEUms.  She  had 
no  such  aagaoitj.  It  is  nnjnet  and  illiberal,  in 
the  last  degree,  to  set  down  her  patriotic  socri- 
lioe  on  that  occasion  as  a  miserable  offering  at 
the  shrine  of  avarioe.  The  whole  was  trans- 
acted in  the  face  of  the  world.  The  argnments 
used  in  this  House,  when  the  act  was  passed, 
are  now  extant.  Look  into  the  records  of  the 
proceedings,  and  see  if  a  word  was  uttered  in 
favor  of  ^lat  act,  on  the  groond  assumed  bj 
the  gentleman.  The  act  provided  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  duties.  The  suspennon  of 
a  longer  commerce,  oocanoned  b;  the  war,  had 
given  an  artificial  protection  to  those  manoiao- 
tares  which  were  eatabliahed  during  the  war. 
The  citizenBofl£as8aohQsetta,who-had  resolved 
that  it  was  mibecoming  a  moral  and  religious 
people  to  rejoice  at  the  victories  aobieved  b; 
tiie  courage  of  our  oonntrjiuen — who  Hpurned 
and  frowned  at  those  who  had  lent  tbeir  monej- 
to  the  Government — they  had  embarked  their 
capital,  which  thej  refiised  to  Government  to 
assist  in  providing  for  the  common  safety,  in 
manufactures,  with  a  view  to  profit.  Sir,  on 
that  occasion  a  most  generous  and  for^ving 
spirit  was  manifested  towards  them.  What  was 
the  question  under  which  the  minimum  spoken 
of  was  established  f  It  was,  will  yon,  by  sud- 
denly withdrawing  sU  protection,  ruin  these 
men  t  Sir,  utterly  as  I  detest  the  system,  I 
should  have  done  the  same.  This  protection 
was  asked  under  circumstances,  and  given  upon 
principles,  which  never  sbonld  be  thrown  at 
the  State  of  SoQth  Carolinasa  a  reproach.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  manufacturers  who 
hod  made  investmente  during  the  war,  should 
be  saved  or  ruined.  A  temporary  provision 
was  mads  by  the  tenns  of  the  act  in  order  to 
save  them.  That  act  in  a  few  years  disohai^ed 
its  daties.  But  q>ecntatorB  embarked  in  the 
business — adventurers,  who  had  no  interest  in 
mann&ctoriea  daring  the  war.  Is  it  not  mon- 
strous to  say  that  South  Oarolina  is  bound  to 
protect  them  I  This  ia  like  the  oonstitutional 
argnment,  when  gentlemen  say  that,  in  1790, 
Congress  lud  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.,  and  a 
tariff  is  a  tariff.  If  this  is  logic,  we  are  certainly 
responMble  for  the  tariff  i^  1316.    We  wece 


then  willing  the  duties  should  be  gradnillf  » 
duoed  to  save  the  manaEacturers  from  miiiL  V* 
are  now  willing  to  take  the  aame  oonm.  If 
we  propose  present  dnties  of  thirty  per  ea±.  I* 
be  grsdoally  reduced  to  twentj-five,  tweetr. 
fifteen,  aud  twelve  and  a  half  per  oaiL,  ikD 
we  fifteen  years  hence,  be  held  ap  to  the  piUii 
as  authors  of  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent. !  &m 
he  was  up,  he  woold  say  one  word  sstatk 
minimum  itseLC  When  that  was  fixed  in  IBll 
at  twenty-five  cents,  that  was  the  known  prin 
of  common  India  cottons,  as  he  had  bets  ii- 
formed  by  a  colleague  of  the  gentleman  ftix 
UaasBchoBetts.  The  duty  was  then  ipedSt, 
But  we  have  since  gone  on  increaaiiic  the  iBj 
while  the  price  has  been  ooatiaoaUy  faDof. 
He  regrett^  that  he  was  driven  to  say  aan^ 
word  on  the  subject  before  it  came  proptrij 
before  the  House.  He  was  compelled  to  do  ^ 
in  order  to  refute  a  calumny  which  bad  ben 
brought  against  the  Stole  of  Sontli  Oarotiu,  ii 
another  place,  by  an  individual  who  knew  beW 
at  the  time,  and  w^oh  had  now  been  repMKd 
on  this  floor. 

Mr,  HoFnuN  rose,  bnt  yielded  tbe  floor  to 

Mr.  Afpletob,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  eifdut' 
tion ;  who  eaii  he  had  not  imputed  avariocw 
motives  to  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina,  but  » 
lightened  interesL  That  the  promotion  of  tb 
oonsnmption  of  their  cotton  was  a  leadii^iu- 
tive,  he  could  not  doubt,  having  been  so  it 
formed  by  the  late  Francis  C.  Lowell,  of  Basbu, 
who  was  here  at  the  time  the  bill  passed. 

It  was  moved  that  the  House  now  proucd 
to  the  orders  of  the  day  ^  which  was  lost— jot 
69,  nays  SO. 

Jilr.  KovruAS  said  he  happened  to  be  ons  c' 
those  who,  in  1828,  had  supported  the  tari^ 
now  the  subject  of  so  much  pruse  and  of  » 
mnch  blame.  Whether  that  support  was  wi« 
or  foolish,  he  thought  he  knew  the  otjectsrf 
the  law.  The  object  of  the  minimoois  was  1« 
~  Lolnde  importation.    He  thought  the  prean- 

e  to  the  resolution  did  not  misstate  the  objcda 
of  the  law.  The  resolution  called  for  infornu- 
as  to  its  operation.  He  wished  for  th(t 
information.  Some  said  the  daties  have  caused 
low  prices,  others  said  they  hod  not;  hewiilMd 
to  know  the  facts.  Nothing  is  got  by  resistsnN 
to  truth,  b;  attempting  to  shat  out  light.  The 
gentleman  from  Hassochuaetts  (M>.  Davis)  pro- 
poses to  strike  ontthedefiniteinqniryoontauMd 
in  this  resolution,  and  substitute  a  geno^  in- 

aoiry.  Ue  thought  this  was  uiyoA  to  the  g«ii- 
eman  who  made  the  inquiry :  it  was,  be- 
sides, alt^^ther  indiscreet  m  those  who  wot 
desirous  to  support  the  tariff,  to  smother  toA 
an  inquiry.  Ise  amendment  had  that  eSact. 
What,  if  inqnitj  was  proposed  to  be  made  in» 
a  certain  action  of  a  partionlar  individual,  I 
gentieman  comes  forward  and  propoeea  lo 
amend  that  by  inquiriag  into  ell  the  actiousof 
every  individual.  That  must  be  the  olgect  <i 
anch  an  amendment  He  hoped  no  cover  woaU 
be  given  to  the  charge  that  this  system  whU 
be  defended  by  die  concealment  of  tmth.  It 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


fMxnitMt,  18SI.]  Mimmm 

iru  wet!  known  that  the  nominal,  the  offioe 
ralne  of  goods  was  very  differant  from  their 
-eal  ralne.  This  was  a  defeot  tn  our  TreasDn- 
reports  that  be  was  aniious  to  see  remedied. 
&^ther  point  had  been  alluded  to — the  evasions 
>f  the  dnties.  If  the  enemiea  of  the  ajstem  de- 
rired  a  coaclmiTS,  an  unanswerable  armament 
igaiQBt  ita  operatjoii,  it  certainly  was  this  very 
irgnment,  that  it  introdaoed  a  mass  of  imng- 
^ing  that  oonld-not  be  represaed.  He  did  not 
sredit  the  Btatementa  that  had  been  made  od 
^at  head.  Od«  great  reason  of  hia  disbelief 
iras  the  great  dispari^  between  the  value  of 
{ooda  in  Canada  and  England  and  here.  If 
nnnggling  had  been  carried  on  bo  exteDnvely, 
t  would  have  had  a  tendency  to  equalize  the 
ralne.  Bnt  he  was  aniiona  to  have  the  fads ; 
le  would  give  the  committee  power  to  send 
'or  persona  and  p^>ers,  and  inveatigate  all  these 
natters  full;  under  oath.  Thin  House  might 
ihen  have  data  more  authentic  than  statements 
nade  on  one  aiile  and  denied  on  the  other. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  would  not  be  drawn  into 
a  discnasion  of  tlie  general  qneation  bj  any 
provocation  whatever.  He  felt  it  his  duty, 
lowever,  to  make  aome  remarks  upon  the 
unendmeot  he  bad  offered.  It  was  said  to 
riolato  the  conrtesies  of  the  House.  What  was 
:he  fact  t  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  aaks 
Tor  information.  He  (Mr,  D.)  propoeed  an 
unendment,  carryingtheinqniryfnrther.  Had 
M  lifted  his  hands  against  the  inqniry  1  He 
lad  been  charged  with  amothering  inqaiiy. 
Se  repcUed  the  ohai^e.  Let  gentlemen  look 
■t  the  amendment.  Does  that  smother  inqniryf 
3r  is  it  the  geotlemen  who  complain  that  the 
nqoiry  is  too  lai^e,  tlutt  it  calls  for  too  mnoh 
nfonnation,  who  smother  inquiry !  la  it  the 
Mmmon  practice  of  this  House,  when  a  resoln- 
aoD  for  mqoiring  into  one  aide  of  a  qnestion 
J  offered,  to  make  an  amendment  to  bring  out 
M>th  sidea,  to  cover  the  whole  ground  I  He 
laid  he  did  not  wish  to  pursue  the  matter.  He 
lid  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  this  pro- 
zscted  debate,  thongh  he  did  not  think  it  alto- 
[letber  profitless.  He  wished  the  qneation 
lettled  whether  they  were  to  have  information 
ipon  only  one  side  of  the  queiFtion :  those  who 
»  wtsheu  would  vote  against  bis  amendment ; 
bote  who  wished  to  see  the  whole  subject  em- 
Midiad  would  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  WiLDi  add,  as  it  was  obvious  that  the 
Souse  was  willing  this  debate  shoold  proceed, 
le  wontd  cltum  their  attention  for  a  few 
ninntes.  He  had  regretted  the  resolntion, 
irlginally  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
^nia,  had  not  been  adopted  without  debate,  as 
irere  the  resolntions  offered  by  the  respective 
iboirmen  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
md  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueana.  He 
«gretted  that  any  incidental  discussion  should 
Mve  a  tendency  to  teasen  the  forbearance  and 
lonoiliatory  spirit  with  which  this  most  vexa- 
ions  and  dangerous  of  all  the  sutjecta  offered 
O  the  coDaideratioo  of  the  IJonse  onght  to  t>e 
ippnwched.    He  had  been  surprised  at  the  ex- 
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pknation  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Uasea- 
chusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  to  the  ol^ect  of  hia 
amendment.  It  was  a  well-known  branch  of 
legislative  tantios,  to  offer  an  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  overloading  and  crashing  an  in- 
quiry. If  the  object  of  inquiry  was  the  same, 
why  offer  the  amendment  1  If  it  was  different, 
why  nut  propose  it  as  a  distinct  and  substantive 
proposition  I  Ttiat  the  subject  of  the  original 
resolution  was  one  npon  wbioh  information  was 
necessary,  there  had  recently  occurred  an  illus- 
tration within  bis  own  knowledge.  He  had 
not  been  able,  by  any  inquiries  at  the  depart- 
ment, or  of  gentlemen,  to  ascertwn  the  price  of 
the  ^ight  of  a  ton  of  bar  iron  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York.  He  ahonld  not  have  now  risen, 
had  he  not  been  called  up  by  an  allusion  to  a 
name  for  which  he  chertshed  the  highest  re- 
spect and  the  fondest  affection.  Be  was  in  thia 
House,  in  1816,  when  the  original  tariff  law 
passed.  There  waa  no  member  in  the  House 
whose  opinions  received  so  much  respect  and 
attention  as  those  of  William  Lownnea.  He 
was  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  first  statesmen 
this  country  had  ever  prodnced.  That  man 
was  no  Mend  to  high  duties.  The  bill  reported 
on  that  occasion  provided  for  duties  at  twenty- 
five  per  cent,,  to  ne  reducedat  a  certain  period 
to  twenty  per  oent.  When  hia  colleague,  who 
was  now  a  member  of  the  other  House,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  twenty-five  per  cent.,  leaving 
the  rato  of  duty  at  twenty  per  cent.,  the  vote 
of  William  Lowndes  was  recorded  in  the  affirm- 
ative. When  it  was  proposed,  on  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vti^mia,  to  strike  out  the  mini- 
mum, the  Sonthem  votes  were  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  duties  established  by  that  act  were 
entirety  on  the  ground  of  revenne.  The  war, 
then  just  over,  bad  left  the  oonntry  deeply  in 
debt.  The  duties  were  retained  at  that  extent 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue — with  another 
view,  that  they  might  incidentally  protect  the 
establisliments  that  had  grown  out  of  the  war. 
The  motive  for  establishing  the  minimum  waa, 
that  we  bad  not  only  come  out  of  the  war  with 
a  haavy  debt,  but  with  a  depreciated  onrrency. 
The  difference  between  the  currency  of  Balti- 
more and  Boston  was  sometltiug  like  twenty- 
five  per  cent.  The  exportation  of  specie  to 
India  for  the  purchase  of  ooane  cottons  was 
represented  as  one  great  obstacle  to  the  reaomp- 
tion  of  specie  paymenta  by  the  banks.  Thia 
minimum  was  intended  to  affect  the  ooarse  cot- 
tons of  India  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  expor- 
tation of  specie.  There  was  then  great  doubt, 
if  this  measure  was  not  adopted,  whether  our 
banks  would  be  able  to  resume  specie  payments. 
The  Bank  of  England  did  not  at  that  time  pay 

rie.  It  was  intended  to  operate  entirely  on 
drain  of  specie  to  India.  We  had  not  then 
arrived  at  the  doctrine  that  specie  went  out  of 
the  county  simply  because  it  had  come  in.  If 
the  discnasiona  on  this  subject  were  conducted 
with  care,  ciroumapection,  and  full  information, 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  any  imposition 
Qpon  (be  good  aense  of  the  House.    H«  WM 
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utiBfled  that  DO  facts  would  e9oap«  the  vigilance 
of  Kontlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  qneHtion. 

Ur.  CiBSON  r^retted  that  so  moch  debate 
had  arisen  Qpoo  a  resolution  of  this  ofaaracter. 
He  had  risea  to  ^lottce  a  single  statement  of  the 
geatlenMn  from  Hassachasetts,  (Ur.  ApPLnoN,) 
which,  trom  bis  full  and  intimate  knowledge  ol 
the  anbject,  must  be  taken  as  correct,  and 
which  hethongbtpntthewholeqnesttoBAtresL 
That  gentleman  had  stated,  and  it  waa  not  to 
be  donbted,  as  he  was  aniannfactarer,  that  cot- 
ton goods  conld  be  maoaftctnred  cheaper  in 
tliis  coantry  than  in  EoKland. 

Mr.  Ai^LSTOit  said  his  statement  waa,  tliat 
raw  cotton  conld  be  converted  into  cloth  in  this 
conn  try  for  less  monev  than  in  England. 

Mr.  Cabbon  said,  if  that  is  trae,  vbj,  in  the 
name  of  reason  and  common  sense,  do  j'ou  con- 
tinue the  duty }  It  is  not  needed  for  revenue, 
it  ia  not  required  for  prot«ction ;  for  here  one  of 
the  most  respectable  mannfactnrers  in  the  (vonn- 
trj  aajH,  we  can  makecloth  cheel(>er  than  it  can 
be  made  in  England.  Is  it  snrprising  that  the 
Booth  object  t«it  as  a  boantyonmanufaotnreBt 
He  wonid  make  the  inquirr  attributed,  in  the 
public  papers,  to  the  principal  leader  of  the 
mano^turing  interest  m  the  other  House,  on 
the  proposition  to  divide  the  snrplcs  re  venae 
among  the  several  States — where  is  your,  war- 
rant in  the  constitntion  f  Where  la  the  warrant 
to  impose  a  tax  on  the  people,  as  a  bonntj  to 
the  maanfactarers,  when  thej.  boldl;  state  on 
this  floor  that  thej  can  prodoce  these  articles 
cheaper  than  England,  and  meet  her  competi- 
tjonin  any  foreign  market?  That  gentleman 
had  communicated  another  secret  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House :  that  he  had  summoned 
the  manafacturers  to  this  place,  becaose  their 
interests  were  to  be  attacked.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  to  be  introduced  aa  witnesses,  to  prove 
the  facts  in  which  they  were  directly  and 
deeply  interested.  Sir,  shall  the  testimony  of 
interested  witnesses,  given  at  the  instance  of 
their    feUow-mannfactnrers   on  this    floor,  be 


of  all  questions  affecting  their  rights,  while 
such  testimony  would  not  be  hearkened  to  in  a 
oonrt  ofjnstice  t  Uay  wenot  ask  this  question, 
when  gentlemen  say  there  is  no  necessity  of 
relieving  ns  from  burdens  which  have  ground 
na  to  powder  ?  We  ask  it  of  their  generoMty,  if 
they  have  any,  to  loose  their  hold ;  we  ac^nre 
them  not  to  continue  any  longer  a  system  whidi 
makes  them  the  receivers  and  us  the  payera, 
since  by  their  own  statement,  there  is  no  longer, 
npon  public  grounds,  any  occasion  or  apology 
for  its  continDBDce. 

Ur.  Oambbelbno,  having  been  appealed  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kassachusetta,  (Mr. 
Appliton,)  to  corroborate  his  statement  of  the 
price  of  East  India  cottons  in  1816,  sud,  he  had 
no  particular  knowledge  of  that  trade  at  that 
period ;  but  be  felt  as^red  that  that  gentleman 
wonld  not  conscientiously  make  any  statement 
not  strictly  correct.    He  could,  however,  give 


other  information  as  to  prices  upon  which  h 
presnmed  the  minimnm  of  1816  waa  '~  '  ' 
and  if  gentlemen  would 
DOW,  however  ohjectionaUe  b« 
this  minimum  syst^  to  be  in  ail  mq>eete,  k 
ahonld  be  willing  to  establish  the  same  rati  d 
dnt^  at  this  time.  It  was  well  known  that  Ae 
priceof  common  white  cottons,  manufactond a 
the  United  States,  and  entering  into  the  geBcnl 
ooosoinption  of  the  conntry,  did  not  var;  Imi 
from  twenty-flve  cents :  these  oottons*  wot 
conceived  to  be  of  the  lowest  prioe.  And  if 
Congress,  in  assuming  that  as  the  muuDEia 
price  of  cottons,  placed  it  too  high,  it  was  bt- 
cause  they  were  deceived  by  those  from  wbtn 
they  received  the  information.  They  -were  i>- 
tended  to  establish  an  artificial  and  srbitivj 
minimum.  The  duty  contemplated  was  twttfj- 
five  per  cent  on  an  actual  minlmtun  valat. 
But  what  waa  the  practical  operation  oi  Hit 
minimnm  now  ?  The  aaine,  nay,  a  better  sii- 
cle  conld  be  bought  in  England  for  seven  lal 
a  half  cents,  while  the  minimnm  had  been  ni^ 
mented  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  c?sis, 
and  it  was  now  arbitrarily  valued  at  the  Ussa 
price.  This  was  the  cose  with  British  iiu»- 
mgs.  Ue  had  been  informed  by  one  of  ik 
most  eztenuve  and  worthy  importers  <f  tbt 
country,  an  American,  too,  as  respectabl*  » 
the  gentleman  &om  Uaasachueetts  himself)  tbn 
these  cottons  were  actoall;  imported  now,  iM 
for  consumption,  but  for  exportation.  Tb^ 
wonld  be  imported  for  consumption,  bat  £cr  ik 
enormous  duty  levied  under  the  oover  of  a  dob- 
mam  of  eight  cents  on  a  valne  of  aeven  aad  t 
half,  making  fifteen  and  a  half;  ivhile  a  cam- 
spending  article  of  American  fabric  was  seU  t 
fifteen  to  fifteen  and  a  half  cents.  Thns  wn 
British  shirtings  ezclnded  by  those  vrisc,  Jit<), 
and  patriotic  laws  which  enable  ns  to  supi^ 
Uezico  and  North  America  wil^  those  \ii} 
cottons,  while  we  prohibit'onr  own  connlrymai 
from  consuming  them.  They  come  toonr  m*r- 
keta  at  half  the  price  demanded  for  our  ova 
fabrics,  and  we  prohibit  their  consamptioa  ktf 
we  should  diminish  the  dividends  of  oar  maai- 
faotarers.  It  waa  to  explau  the  opieratioD  of 
these  minimnm  duties  that  be  wished  the  ealea- 
lations  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  go- 
tleman  from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  decided — jeas  M^ 
nays  83. 

UoNDAY,  January  S8. 
Sandutky  Bead, 

Mr.  CooKi,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  foUowii^ 
resolution: 

Stfolmd,  That  the  CommittM  on  Internal  ha- 
provemeats  be  instmeted  to  inqolra  into  tfae  n- 
pediency  of  making  an  ■ppropriadon  in  Euida,  At 
the  parpOM  of  lajing  out  and  constmetiDg  a  nai, 
to  ran  EOathtruiily  from  Lover  Sandnaky,  in  Ik 
State  of  Ohio,  to  the  boundary  liae  estabS)^ed  b* 
the  treaty  of  Oreenville,  as  stipalaled  by  (be  tmlj 
of  Bi«wnstowD,  brfveea  the  United  States  and  tk 
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tereral  IndUn  tribei  northveit  of  the  river  Ohio ; 
uid  aocoTdioK  to  the  proTidons  of  tlie  acE  of  GoQ- 
{!«■■  pwaed  Omamber  IS,  ISll;  aod  that  the  pre- 
unble  uid  reaolntiotis  of  the  General  Aewmblj  of 
ibe  State  of  Ohio,  beratofora  proseDted  to  GongreBt, 
iD  rafareDoa  to  tliat  lobieot,  ba  rafeired  to  the  said 
Committee  on  Inlenia]  ImproTemeiita. 

Tha  qneadon  wu  put  and  tbe  resolution 
adopted. 

Hu  Tanff--—Xmorial  o/ Sova  Canlina. 

Mr.  Drattoit,  of  South  Oarolina,  prevented 
the  followiog  memorial: 
"  The  memorial  of  the  members  of  the  Legtslatnre 

of  the  State  of  Soath  Carolina,  oppowd  to  nnUifi- 

cation,  ahoireth ; 

"That  the;  are  exceedingly  agfpTieved  bj  the 
lawR  of  the  United  States,  impoiing  high  dadee  on 
forvlgn  merchandise  for  the  protection  of  minufac- 
tnica  \  the  erila  oader  whieh  South  Carolina  is 
anlfeiing  are  obTiam  and  alarming ;  the  great  de- 
predation of  eottoEi,  the  chief  Maple  of  tier  soil, 
baa  rednoed  die  proflu  to  which  the  planters  haTs 
long  been  ■ocuatomed,  to  snoh  a  degree,  that  the 


cvssttj ;  at  the  Bang  tims  her  citizens 
bitantl;  taxed  od  all  the  articles  of  foreign  growth 
or  production  that  enter  into  their  conaumption.  IS 
other  eauaes  conspire  to  reduce  the  incoiue  of  her 
c:itixeiu,  it  is  the  tariff  alone  which  denies  them  the 
rf^t  ofcoDTerting  that  reduced  income  into  inch 
an  amount  of  the  necessaries  or  couTeDleuaes  of 
lib  as  would  oertunlj  be  at  their  command  under 
the  reTcnu  iTStem  oT  moderate  duties.  These 
dlfflcnltieH,  Uraogh  great,  might  be  tolerated,  if  the 
l>iirdeii  was  equal )  but  they  are  greatly  aggnnted 
by  the  consideration  that  the  benedta  of  the  tariff 
are  eoDfined  to  the  manniiwtuTlng  Stales,  and  that 

Sooth  OuvlJna  feels  with  "  ' 

protecting  system,  bat  re 
pessation. 

"  It  is  well  known  to  Congress,  that  the  policy, 
the  Justice,  and  the  constitationallty  of  the  present 
■ystem  of  high  protecting  duties  have  been  Htreou- 
OQsly  contested  and  denied.  The  &rorers  of  theae 
t^nlations  may  have  thought  that  the  opposition 
would  become  less  rioleiit,  as  time  would  render 
the  system  more  familiar  to  the  people.  But  if  auch 
expsotatioBs  were  erer  entertained,  it  is  time  they 
■hoBhl  he  abandoned.  The  progress  of  discontent, 
■o  (ar  from  dlmioishing,  has  become  more  alarming 
from  year  to  year,  as  a  oootiuuance  of  the  aystem 
has  led  to  a  furtiier  derelopment  of  pubUc  apinioa. 
"ItdMNildnot  b«  atDatterofwonder  that  iJI  the 
erili  which  bare  accoropuiled  an  obooxioos  course 
at  poliej,  are  SMribed  eicluBirely  to  ita  agency. 
Toor  memoriaHsts,  wbo  fblly  eoncor  with  thdr 
feliaw-eitiiens  in  their  opposition  to  the  tariff,  are 
of  that  party  who  regard  nullification  as  utterly  nn- 
conMltntionaL  They  disclaim  altogether  the  tan- 
nage of  TioleDce  and  iaUnudatian ;  but  they  Insist 
tt  is  tbs  doty  of  GoTvmmeat  to  abstain  Trom  such 
le^datioa  as  ia  not  in  aoeordance  with  the  spirit 
and  oplnioua  of  the  peojde.  It  is  not  enough  that 
btws  should  Im  jut  uid  reaaonable  in  Ihemselres ; 
tbey  ought  to  oonfbm  to  pabHo  opinion,  and  give 
mtmction  to  the  community. 

"The  ottjecttona  t»  the  reatriotlve 'system  are  of 
tbs  KraTt»t  character,  and  the  sense  of  oppreadon 
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and  injustice  which  It  has  excited,  are  widely  dif- 
fused and  deeply  fell. 

"  *"  good  requires  that  It  should  Dot 

igainat  the  Judgme 

sntimenls  of  so  lar_ 
Id  all  Qoremmenls  this  consideration  is  entitled  ii 
great  respect,  particalariy  in  popular  Goveramenta ; 
but  in  none  so  much  as  oar  own.  The  constitation 
Itself  waa  founded  in  compromise,  and  the  tI^ 
principle  of   the  Unioa  consists   in  the  spirit  of 


"  The  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  pablic  debt 

fiimishea  an  opportunity  of  reducing  the  public 
burdens  which  your  memorialisls  confidently  hope 
will  be  [mprorod  by  the  wiadum  of  Congress.  They 
submit  this  momentoos  subject  to  your  enlightened 
wisdom  and  regard  for  our  common  country,  in 
the  eamesl  hope  that  by  reducing  the  duties  to  a 
scale  commensurate  with  the  necessary  revenue  of 
tha  United  States,  and  adjusting  them  wilh  a  due 
renrd  to  the  lotereats  of  all,  you  will  remOTe  the 
unhappy  differences  that  now  prevail,  and  establish 
the  peace  and  happineas  of  the  country  on  a  per- 
nunent  basts."  . 

Ur.  DB4TTOK  raOT«d  that  the  memorial  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DBKirt  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
inserting,  in  Ilea  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  Committee  on  Mannfactores. 

Mr.  Dbattos  presented  in  a  succinct  manner 
his  reasons  for  wishing  the  memorial  referred 
to  the  Committoe  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
sutiject  to  which  it  referred  was  the  revenne 
of  the  oountiy.  It  prayed  that  the  existing 
duties  might  be  so  far  reduced  as  to  be  oom- 
menanrate  with  the  legitimate  object  for  which 
it  was  collected.  If  this  was  not  a  question  for 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  he  did  not  know 
what  could  be  so  oonsidered.  With  the  general 
theory  of  revenue  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures had  no  concern.  The  avowed  olijeet  of 
that  committee  was  to  reduce  the  amonnt  of 
importation,  and  conaeqnently  the  amount  of 
revenue ;  but  if  that  committee  was  to  be  suf- 
fered to  prooeed  nntrammelled,  and  uacotrnter- 
acted  bj  the  aotion  of  any  other  of  the  commit- 
tees of  the  Honee,  the  result  might  be  that  the 
revenue  should  so  far  be  redaced  aa  to  be 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  pnbUc 
service.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
possesHod  experience  on  the  subject  of  the 
revenue,  and  could  best  decide  bow  far  the 
taxes  on  any  piven  article  might  with  safety  be 
enlarged  or  duniniahed.  It  was,  in  every  possi- 
ble view,  the  appropriate  committee  for  tiie 
consideration  of  snch  a  memorial  aa  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Dkn»I,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  it  was 
far  trora  hia  intention  to  renew  the  debat«  of 
yesterday.  He  had  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
people  of  South  Carolina  complained  of  the 
existing  tariff  laws  as  operating  oppressively. 
As  far  AS  he  understood  the  particular  snblect 
of  their  oomplunt,  it  was  that  duties  were  laid 
not  merely  for  revenue,  but  for  protection. 
Snch  was  the  avowed  object  of  our  tariff  law. 
If  tbey  oompltdned  of  it,  therefore,  what  tbey 
complained  of  was  protection.    To  what  com> 
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mitMe,  then,  Bboald  a  memori&l  on  that  sobject 
be  referred,  hat  to  that  cumniittee  of  the  House 
irbich  had  the  general  Bnbject  of  the  prot«ctioD 
of  our  domestio  industry,  more  pecnliarl;  nnder 
its  charge)  It  was  trne  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Ueani  had  the  subject  of  revenue 
particularly  confided  to  them,  bnt  the  qnestion 
in  that  memorial  was  not  a  mere  qaestion  of 
revenue.  It  prayed  that  the  tariff  might  be  so 
diminished  as  to  reduce  the  revenue  by  taking 
avray  the  protection  at  present  extended  to  oar 
manufactures.  Tlie  subject,  therefore,  pertuned 
to  the  Committee  of  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Bfbiobt,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  was 
very  extraordinary  that  no  proportion  on  tlie 
subject  of  duties  could  be  brought  into  the 
House,  bnt  it  must  immediately  be  seized  upon 
and  slaughtered  by  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures.  Whatever  it  was,  or 
wherever  it  came  from,  it  was  seized  on  with 
aridity,  and  given  to  that  committee,  who, 
according  to  their  own  ideas,  had  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  subject.  WLat  was 
the  prayer  of  this  petition  1  That  the  revenae 
might  be  reduced  nntil  it  should  be  not  more 
than  sufficient  to  meet  tlie  actual  wants  of  the 
Government.  Was  this  not  a  subject  belonging 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ?  That 
committee  had  the  exclusive  care  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  But  the  gentleman  said  that  it 
must  go  to  the  Committee  on  Hanufactores,  be- 
cause it  asked  for  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 
What,  Mr,  said  Mr.  8.,  may  not  South  Carpli- 
na,  when  she  feels  the  grinding  effect  of  the 
tariff  policy,  t>e  permitted  to  nave  her  voice 
heard  t— 'When  the  planters  of  the  Sontb  are 
down,  and  the  manafactnrer  of  the  North  has 
his  foot  upon  their  necks,  and  his  hand  in  their 
pockets,  he  suffered  to  send  their  complaints  up 
U>  that  nouse?  Must  the  coropluuts  of  the 
oppressed  be  sent  to  a  committee  avowedly  in 
favor  of  tbe  policy  that  oppressed  them  t  That 
memorial  proceeded  not  from  a  company  of 
manufacturers,  but  ^m  the  respectable  people 
of  South  Cuolina.  Throughout  that  State,  and 
be  might  add  throughout  the  whole  South, 
there  existed  on  this  subject  but  one  opinion. 
The  tariff  was  viewed  with  unutterable  abhor- 
rence and  disgnst.  However  they  might  differ 
on  other  subjects,  lliere  was  bnt  one  uniform 
sentiment  on  this.  Nor  would  tbey  ever  cease 
to  oppose  the  law  so  long  as  it  should  continue 
in  its  present  form.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  would  consent  to  withdraw 
his  amendment;  but ifLe  should  persist  in  it,  Mr. 
S.  would  be  obliged  to  coll  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Bbanob,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  as  he  believed  the  object  prayed  for  by  the 
memorial  to  be  pregnant  with  the  best  good  of 
the  country,  he  would  submit  two  or  three 
observations  in  reference  to  it;  but  not  in  a 
spirit  of  crimination.  Far  from  it.  It  was  not 
his  purpoae  to  charge  any  one  with  dishonestly 
or  unjustly  thrusting  their  hands  into  the 
pockets  of  the  planters.  He  was  actuated  by 
no  BDcb  spirit ;  out  by  a  spirit  of  oouoiliatiou 


and  of  union,  on  which  alone  be  believid.iii 

Erosperity  of  the  oountry  to  depend.  Not  ^ 
e  believed  the  effects  of  the  tariff  to  be  i^ 
less  injurious  than  they  were  represented  uk 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  the  opentkarf 
that  system  was  to  exhaust  the  resonrccsclAi  I 
South  day  by  day,  and,  shonld  it  be  peisai 
in,  they  must  sooner  or  later  be  compdkdB 
take  a  step  he  shuddered  to  think  of^  or  d*  V 
sink  into  ruin.  Was  it  not  important  ihil  te  i 
friends  of  the  manufactnriDg  interest  iteU  | 
have  a  pi^P^f  eadmate  of  the  real  state  af  ^ 
clause  ?  This  memorial  proceeded  fnsi  i  I 
dass  of  men  every  way  entitled  to  the  rVfiA  | 
fnl  notice  of  that  House.  Tbe  langn^ecf  Al 
memorial  was  calm  and  dispaeeionale.  Tai 
was  not  sycophantic.  It  hdd  that  just  iiM^ta 
which  he  for  himself  was  desirous  of  folloviB| 
Itwasasnbmisuveappeal  t«tbe  Congress itfdt 
United  States.  And  what  waa  the  propcMlrf 
the  gentleman  from  Pittsburg  f  To  seiid  it  ■ 
the  Committee  on  Maiia&ctaFee ;  whoi  Ot 
Southern  planter  complained  of  the  miuBiw 
of  a  law  intended  to  protect  tbe  mann&ctirc 
his  complaint  was  to  t>e  submitted  to  theiu» 
facturers  themselves,  who  were  of  aU  «tic 
persons  tbe  most  deeply  interested  in  popA 
atiog  the  system  of  which  he  com^dwued.  Hi 
would  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  FcDwi- 
vania  himself  to  say  whether  the  people  d  A 
South  ought  to  feel  satisfied  with  such  a  pnf*- 
sition.  Were  they  not  entitled  at  least  u  tf 
heard  by  an  impartial  tribunal  in  a  amt  ■ 
which  their  most  vital  interests — on  wlud,! 
&ct,  their  all  depended. 

Mr.  B.  said  his  object  was  very-  tu  ft* 
being  toexciteunpleasBntfeelings.    He  trasl^ 
that  in  the  hurried  observations  be  had  i^ 
mitted,  there  had  been  nothing  to  produecMi 
an  effect.    His  object  had  been  to  oall  ooi  dt 
generous  feelings — no — the  just  feelings  el  it 
manufacturing  interest.      He    asked    for  Ik* 
memorialists  no  more  than  tbey  were  jaslly* 
titled  to.    They  asked  reUef  in  respectful  tcm 
Would  the  gentleman  conader  it  right,  in  loi 
own  case,  to  beseottbrJodgmenttoaninleR*' 
ed  tribunal!    Korth  Carolina  had  asked  ikmIi^ 
on  this  subject,  but  she  was  deeply  interemd  a 
the  a^jnstment  it  should  receive.     He  belim>^ 
as  verily  as  he  believed  any  thing  in  the  irtiri^, 
that  on  the  result  of  their  delilieratioos  00  iM  ; 
subject  hung  suspended  all  that  waa  dear  lolbi  | 
country.     We  forewarn  gentlemen  to  tiewnt  < 
Let  them  look  in  time — the  spirit  which  W  j 
slumbered  so  long,  would  at  length  be  ctS^  I 
into  action.     He  ooncinded  by  expresaug  k* 
hope  that  Congress  would  extend  to  the  pso^  ; 
of  the  South  that  relief  to  which  they  belitn' 
themselves  justly  entitled. 

Mr.  MrrODiu,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  said  lU  , 
he  felt  personally  very  indifferent  to  whift  ^ 
the  committees  this  memorial  should  be  t 
ferred ;  but,  for  the  reasons  which  had  tM 
already  stated,  he  could  not  bnt  consider  it*) 
very  improper  that  it  should  he  sent  to  til 
,  Committee  on  Manufactures.    Be  had  bM 


luruAKT,  IBSl.] 

{TMtlf  astonisbed  at  Bome  of  the  remarks  of 
:h*  gentleman  from  PennsylvaitU,  (Mr.  Dennt.) 
ie  thOQght  that  tbe  tariff  had  be«u  profeesedl; 
inacted  for  revenue ;  be  had  been  in  that  Eonse 
rhen  the  tariff  of  1828  was  enacted,  and  had 
leard  a  proposal  made  to  alter  jt^  title,  bj 
filing  it  a  hill  for  the  protection  of  maDoiTao- 
ures,  but  such  a  proposal  had  b«en  aconted; 
he  fVienda  of  the  law  denied  that  it  was  for 
irotection,  and  said  it  was  for  revenne  only. 
lo  professed  to  have  the  utmost  confidence 
n  the  Oommitt«e  on  Uannfacturea,  who  he  did 
lot  doubt  would  perform  their  dutj  in  tbe  case, 
mt  he  conld  not  bnt  consider  the  other  conrae 
IS  every  way  more  proper 
Mr.  Bdsoks  said  that  ne 
he  reference  of  tbia  memorial  to  tbe  Committee 
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tH.  . 


le  did  not  rise  to 


oppose 


if  Ways  and  Means,  bat  to  express  hia  ho] 
bat  the  gentleman  who  bad  moved  the  amena- 
nent  (Mr.  DsyNT)  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
Ur.  B.  was  willing  that  those  who  aud  they 
rere  aggrieved,  should  not  only  have  what 
hey  wanted,  if  they  were  entitled  to  it  but 
liat  they  shonld  have  it  from  the  bands  at 
irhlch  they  craved  it  Ue  did  not  think  the 
Soaie  could  ever  be  Indaced  to  believe  that 
he  tariff  law  was  oppreMive  and  ruinous  in  its 
)^ration  in  a  large  portion  of  the  Union, 
without  having  the  evidence  submitted  to  them 
vhich  shmild  go  to  prove  that  auch  an  imprea- 
4oD  was  something  more  than  mere  delusion. 
Se  had  no  belief  whatever  that  the  aliegation  in 
jie  memorial  could,  by  any  possibility,  be  sus- 
^uned  to  tbe  satisfaction  of  uia  deliberate  Judg- 
nent  of  any  human  being.  He  believed  the 
ivhole  representation  there  made  as  neither 
nore  nor  leas  than  a  delusion;  yet  he  was  dis- 
>osed  to  treat  it  with  respect,  so  much  so  that 
ie  was  desirona  it  shonld  pass  under  that 
ixamination  which  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
ient«d  the  paper  had  himself  pointed  ont ;  and 
ttaving  tbns  satisfied  them  of  the  willingness  of 
that  House  to  treat  their  representations  in  a 
tair  and  candid  manner,  he  would  leave  them 
DO  caose  of  complaint  on  that  score.  As  to  the 
consequences  which  had  been  threatened,  they 
might  come,  hut  be  did  not  believe  that  they 
9ver  wonld.  He  never  wonld  beUeve  that  the 
people  of  \he  Bonth  were  prepared  to  throw  np 
Jieir  glorious  oonstitntion,  and  a  Union  in 
■rhlch  they  were  so  deeply  interested,  on  the 
pt>nnd  of  any  delusive  statement,  such  as  that 
in  the  memoriaL  Ik  wonld  not  believe  that 
ihe  South  would,  at  this  time,  or  at  any  fntnre 
lime,  wage  war  against  the  Korth  for  the  sake 
yt  a  law  which  had  been  fairly  enacted  by  the 
n^ority,  and  the  effect  of  which  was,  while  it 
^ve  one  ^rtion  of  the  counti?  a  market  at 
lome,  to  give  to  the  other  a  market  abroad  and 
It  home  too. 

Hr.  OutBOK  talA  that  the  South  ought  donbt- 
iess  to  feel  herself  much  indebted  to  tbe  elo- 
juent  and  learned  gentleman  from  Bhode  Island, 
lor  the  respect  be  had  shown  to  their  delnsion. 
[t  was  possible  that  they  might  be  in  a  delusion, 
bat  he  would  pnt  it  to  the  good  sense  of  that 


interested  judge,  whether  delusion  or  self- 
interest  was  the  most  likely  to  lead  men  astray. 
There  was  much  truth  and  wisdom  in  an  ex- 
pression nsed  by  tbe  father  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Avuia,) 
who  had  declared  interest  to  be  the  mun  spring 
of  human  action  ;  he  thought  that  maxim  was 
abnndantly  exemplified  in  that  Hall.  With  all 
the  respect  professed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  for  the  delnaion  of  the  Sontb,  be 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  manufacturers  which  cansed 
their  delusion.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed  that 
the  tax  payer  was  more  likely  to  be  deluded 
than  the  tax  receiver.  They  of  the  South  were 
the  tax  pajers — nothing  ooi^d  be  more  plain  to 
all  disinterested  persons  than  that  position — but 
persons  personiuly  interested  would  not  so 
decide.  The  House  had  duly  too  many  procKh 
to  the  contrary.  He  made  no  charge  against 
the  patriotism  of  gentlemen,  although  they 
seemed  to  think  it  patriotic  to  drain  money 
fr«m  one  part  of  the  country  to  pour  it  into 
tbe  pockets  of  another.  The  people  of  the 
Bonth  had  often  been  chidden  as  persons  oom- 
plaining  without  reason,  but  he  bad  hoped  that 
they  would  at  last  meet  with  a  fair  and  respeot- 
fnl  hearing,  and  he  trusted  tbey  would  be 
spared  the  reproach  of  delusion,  in  however 
reapectfnl  a  manner  the  reproach  had  been  ooa- 

ill.  EvSBBTT  observed  that  the  House,  on 
Batnrday  last,  had  enstained  a  call  for  the 
previous  qnestion  in  reference  to  the  very  topic 
on  which  they  seemed  now  about  to  embark  in 
discussion,  and  he  had  understood  their  seoond- 
ing  the  call  to  proceed  from  an  impression 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  discuss  at  this  time 
a  great  and  momontons  subject  which  was  soon 
to  come  regularly  before  the  Honse.  Every 
reason  that  infiuenced  tbe  deoimon  ou  Saturday, 
apphed  to-day  with  all  its  force,  and  abonldtbe 
debate  be  persisted  in,  it  wonld  at  least  lead  to 
Dothii^.  He  would  appeal  to  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  say  what  great 
good  they  could  obtun  by  carrying,  or  what 
great  evil  they  could  suffer  from  lonng,  the 
point  now  contended  for.  Tbe  whole  subject 
of  the  tariff  had  in  one  of  its  aspects  been  very 
fully  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, and  as  fully  in  another  view  of  it  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Why  sbonlj 
they  continue  a  discussion  by  which  neither 
nde  wonld  be  advantaged  the  weight  of  a 
straw  t  He  thought  the  subject  of  the  memo- 
rial in  its  most  important  aspect  onght  properly 
to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Mannfacturea, 
whUe,  as  it  also  involved  a  great  question  of 
finance,  it  might  without  impropriety  be  sent 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Aa 
one  friendly  to  the  interest  of  the  mannfac- 
turers,  he  was  willing  it  shonld  take  the  latter 
direction.  The  petition  proceeded  from  a 
source  which  he  waa  always  inclined  to  r^ard 
with  the  greatest  respect  It  came  from  tha 
Legiaiatura  of  one  of  the  States,  and  he  waa 
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williDK  that  the  honorable  geDtleman  who  btd 
beea  die  organ  of  its  presentation  to  that  Honse, 
atioold  ia  it«  reference  choose  hia  own  commit- 
tee. He  could  not  see  that  an^  interest  would 
be  in  the  dighteat  d^ree  endangered  b;  snch 
a  ooDrae,  and  he  hoped  the  genUemtu  from 
FemiBjlTania  would  have  the  goodneaa  to  with- 
draw the  motion  be  bad  made.  Ue  was  de- 
riroos  the  Hoose  might  aave  its  strength  until 
the  great  qaestion  at  issue  should  be  diMniaed 
upon  its  merits,  that  it  wonld  save  its  feelings 
from  the  irritation  prodnced  bj  anoh  premature 
qiairing,  and  that  gentlemen  on  both  ddee 
wonld  save  their  fbcts  and  argDmeats  from 
being  thua  frittered  away  in  diepntes  whkh  led 
to  nothing. 

Mr.  Dknztt  said  that,  when  be  made  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  Mannfactures,  be  bad  not  anticipated  snj 
diacussioD,  much  lees  that  it  wonld  have  elicited 
remarks  of  such  a  character  as  those  which 
had  proceeded  fh>m  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Brahok.)  It  Beamed  that  the 
subject  of  prot«oCing  our  own  indnstrj  oonid 
not  be  presented  in  an;  form,  but  there  must 
be  an  attempt  to  alarm  the  House,  and  the  flag 
of  disnnioQ  most  be  anfolded  to  their  view. 
He  trusted  ^at  gentlemen  would  be  permitted 
to  decide  qnestions  in  that  Honse,  fairly  and 
deliberately,  and  that  addreaees  to  thdr  fears 
would  not  thai  be  indulged  in.  After  the 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the  friends  of 
the  protecting  system,  be  was  disposed  to  with- 
draw  the  motion  he  had  made,  but  he  tmsted 
that,  as  mncb  bad  been  said  of  the  severe  dis- 1 
tress  experienced  at  the  Sonth,  the  House  would 
receive  on  that  subject  not  merely  allegations 
and  declamations,  hat  facts  also.  He  should 
withdraw  bis  amendment,  but  he  wished  the 
gentleman  fWim  North  Carolina  to  onderetand 
tiiat  it  was  not  from  any  regard  to  the  language 
of  menace. 

Mr.  BiuNOB  rose  in  explanation,  and  dis- 
avowed all  such  feelings  as  would  have  led  him 
to  langoage  of  menace.  He  had  spoken  under 
Qio  embarrassment  incidental  to  his  situation, 
taA  might  not  have  been  as  explicit  as  he 
desired  to  be.  Far  from  any  desire  to  menace 
gentlemen,  he  had  umed  at  oaUing  into  action 
only  their  generous  and  inst  feelings.  He  had 
endeavored  to  depict  the  fatal  consequences, 
which  were  likely  to  result  from  a  persevere 
anoe  in  the  present  system.  There  was  nothing 
which  he  beiievod  more  firmly ;  and  all  he 
deured  was,  that  the  gentleman  shontd  look  at 
the  subject  in  ai!  its  bearings,  and  meet  it  dis- 
passionately. He  was  fully  aware  whom  he 
addressed,  Ee  knew  that  he  was  speaking  to 
men  as  independent  and  honorable  in  their  feel- 
ings as  any  at  the  Sonth ;  men  who  were  not 
to  be  influenced  by  any  appeal  to  their  fears. 
but  who  conld  be  moved  only  by  calm  ana 
dispaasionate  reasoning. 

The  question  being  then  pnt,  the  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and 
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Minimum  Dutim. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  oonsiderstion  of  At 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Bodldim  <»  the  Ittt 
December  ult. ;  when 

Ur.  NcoKoLLS  begged  leave  to  modi^  &t 
amendment  proposeaby  him  on  Satord^'.Ai 
filst  instant,  to  the  amendment  propoRd  if 
Hr.  SnwAST  on  the  same  day  to  Otv  svd  n» 
Intlon,  BO  as  that  his  sud  amendmeot  read  mli 

"  And,  also,  whether  the  pricea  of  utida  Mt 
protected  In  this  country  nave  not  ttSoi  a  a 
equal  or  greater  ratio;  whether  the  pniudd 
articles  have  not  fillen  In  price  in  Eorefic  ii  a 
equal  or  greater  ratio  than  in  this  oonntry  «ida 
the  Nma  period ;  aud  what  they  tni^t  do*  kl 
pnichaaed  tor.  If  the  tarilT  were  repealed." 

The  previona  qne3ti<nk  having  been  demSBU 
and  seconded  on  Saturday  la»t,  ifekwas  setorf- 
ingly  pnt,  viz :  "  Shall  the  maia  qaeetioa  W 
now  put?  "  and  passed  in  the  afSnnatiTe— n« 
111,  nays  78 — thereby  cutting  off  the  pen&| 
amendments. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  aocordingiT  ^ 
viz :  "  Will  the  Honse  agree  to  the  Raid  nM- 
tiont"  which,  as  amended,  is  as  ftiDows: 

"Snointd,  That  the  Committee  on  Kanubcnm 
be  instructed  to  inqiure  into,  and  report  (a  tt 
House,  (if  they  posBeaa  the  information,)  tb«  ixw 
tical  effect  of  tbe  revenue  laws  upon  the  eonuDOc^ 
agriculture,  and  manufactures  of  this  coan;^ 
dengnating  the  maimer  in  which  the  sua  19a 
which  the  duties  are  asM«ed  is  mule  ap;  ■nd.iki 
the  percentage  assessed  upon  gooda  sabjeel  le  di 
square  yard  duty,  and  whether  any  goods  an  ^ 
bibited  by  the  amount  of  doties;  also,  wbeba 
frauds  are  not  perpetrated  iu  tbe  imponaiiai  i 
goods,  sad  tba  rcTenno  thereby  reduced,  and  hM 
such  frauds  maj  be  suppressed  ;  also,  whclhmti 
itatnte  value  of  the  pound  sleriing  ought  not  M  k> 
so  modified  as  to  coDform  to  tbe  actual  value  ioiii 
Uiuted  Slates;  asd  to  accompany  their  report f 
they  shall  make  one,  by  the  evidence  npos  wbiA 
it  thall  be  predicated." 

And  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe,  b;  yeaa  137— 
nays  69. 


T^naoAT,  January  84. 
CchmiatioK  <^Fne  Blackt. 
The  foUowinz  reeolntlRL  movod  smi 
:,  of  Haryland,  c 


Inited  States,  and  her  tenitoiies,  the  free  pc^ 
of  color,  and  colonising  then  on  (he  coast  of  ii^*i 
or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  THOn 
Chair  whether  it  wonld  I  .     _    . 
the  question  whether  tbe  House  wonld  c) 
the  resolntioa. 

The  BFKaKKB  i^4^S.li>  the  ucgatiTa^ 
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[H.or  a 


]£r.  Albxaitdkb,  of  Tirg^nia,  moved  to  Ibj 
3ie  resolutioQ  od  the  table ;  but  withdrew  his 
notioa  fur  t,  momeot  »t  the  request  of 

Mr.  EYEBcrr,  of  Massachnsetta,  who  stated 
3x»t  the  mover  of  the  resolntion  had  consented 
»  its  postponement  on  Monday  last,  at  the  re- 
quest of  two  gentlemen  who  wished  time  to 
, .  _._  _■._...  .i  — I  !_.A     __i  1.  — i__j  — "--ther  it 


Jfr.  Alszamder  renewing  his  motion, 
Mr.   Thoupsok,  of  Georgia,  demanded  that 
Qke    qnestioD    be   taken   b;  yeas    mid  najs; 
whicb  was  ordered,  and  resnlCed  as  follows — 
yeas  71,  nafs  104, 

Mr.  Jbhifeb  aud  that,  when  the  resolntion 
had  been  submitted  a  few  da;a  since,  and  a 
motion,  made  bj  a  gentleman  from  Korth  Oaro- 
lioa  to  postpone  it  for  a  week,  he  had  nader- 
Btood  that  Uie  object  was  to  have  it  at  that 
tiioe  considered  by  the  House,  more  especially 
as  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  wisEied  the 


regretted,  now,  that  it  had  not  gone  to  a  com- 
mittee at  that  tjme,  who  would  have  presented 
the  Honae  with  their  views  on  the  snbject,  and 
a  statement  of  the  &ots  in  reference  to  it.  He 
was  aware  that  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
to  go,  on  a  mere  motion  of  reference,  either 
into  the  constitutional  question  or  the  qnestion 
of  expediency,  to  whioh  the  resolution  would 
naCarally  lead.  The  resolntion  asked  for  a 
mere  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
aftpropriation  of  money  for  the  colonization  of 
tbe  free  people  of  color.  When  gentlemen 
looked  aronno,  and  saw  that  question  agitated 
with  BO  much  eamestnees  and  anxiety,  not  only 
In  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  rep- 
resent, bnt  in  an  adjoining  State,  which,  neit 
to  Maryland,  had  the  deepMt  stake  in  the  qnes- 
tion; when  they  observed  that  it  was  openly 
discussed  In  all  its  latitude  in  the  Legislatures 
of  both  those  States,  it  really  seemed  to  him 
Bingulsr  that  any  gentleman  should  be  afraid 
of  baving  it  discn^ed  in  that  Hall.  It  was 
eqoally  strange,  whether  gentlemen  came  from 
alaveholdiDg  or  fiyim  non-slavebolding  States. 
Had  it  not  been  admitted  in  the  L^islatures  of 
the  States  that  the  presence  of  the  free  colored 
popijation  was  a  great  evil  I  And  onght  gen- 
tlemen to  be  afraid  of  investigating  the  means 
of  being  relieved  from  itf  And  how  conld 
geatlemeu  who  came  from  non-slaveholding 
States,  wbile  they  oonatantly  maintained  that 
the  condition  of  the  whole  black  population 
ought  to  lie  mitigated,  consistently  refnse  even 
the  toqairy  how  such  a  result  might  be  foot- 
ed 1  In  looking  at  the  constitution,  a  clause 
vas  fonnd  in  the  very  preamble  to  that  instrn- 
ment,  which  seemed  to  show  that  it*  framers 
had  cast  an  eye  of  paternal  solicitnde  towards 
a  Hate  of  things  like  the  present. 

One  of  the  otHects  of  onr  National  Union 
vas  declared  to  be  "the  promotion  of  domes- 
tic Innqnillity."    Let  him  ask  whether  such  a 


clause  did  not  come  home  to  the  sabjeot  of  the 
resolntion.  What  was  the  present  situation  of 
Uoryland  in  relation  to  this  subject  I  He 
would  speak  of  his  own  State,  because  he  was 
most  conversant  with  its  condition.  Ur.  J. 
here  referred  to  the  numerous  public  meetings 
in  various  parts  of  tiiat  State,  and  to  one  e^ie- 
cially  held  within  his  own  district  at  which 
certain  resolutions  had  been  adopted,  which  be 
read  to  the  House.  A  resolution  had  also  been 
introduced  into  the  Maryland  Senate,  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  by  Gongrees  for  col- 
onizing the  free  colored  population ;  and  that, 
if  this  should  be  deemed  by  GooKresu  nnoonsti- 
tutional,  then  the  previous  steps  ^ould  be  taken 
to  get  the  constitution  so  amended  as  to  permit 
it.  Cnder  circumstances  like  these,  ought  a  re»- 
olution,  such  as  that  he  had  had  the  honor  to 

E'eaen^  to  he  refused  even  a  conuderation  t 
e  believed  it  accorded  not  only  with  the  feel- 
ing existing  in  Maryland,  but  in  all  the  other 
slaveholding  States.  If  gentlemen  bad  doubts 
on  the  constitutional  question,  or  the  qnestion  of 
expediency,  why  refuse  to  submit  the  subject 
to  the  consideration  of  a  committee?  Was  this 
a  qnestion  Congress  onght  to  refuse  to  exam- 
ine ?  or  was  this  the  time  at  which  its  consid- 
eration anght  to  be  refnsed)  If  gentlemen  of 
pbilantliropic  sentiments  and  views  ever  in- 
tended to  press  the  subject,  he  conld  say  to 
them  emphatically,  "  Now  is  the  aooepted 
time."  lae  auxietJeB  of  society  were  roused 
to  the  sal^ect.  Mr.  J,  said  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  slaveholding  State,  and  was,  in 
addition,  himself  a  slave  owner.  He  had  no 
fears  as  to  the  effect  of  stirringsuch  a  question, 
either  on  the  safety  of  the  Union,  or  of  the 
slaveholding  States ;  and  both  the  free  and  the 
slave  population  were  alike  interested  in  the 
result.  The  effect  of  such  a  measure,  if  re- 
solved on,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  slave; 
inasmuch  as  it  was  the  presence  and  vicinity  of 
this  free  colored  population,  which  rendered  it 


freed  from  such  an  evil)  It  was  admitt^  on 
all  haads  that  free  blacks  lu  the  slave  States 
were  and  must  be  among  the  most  debased 
and  wicked  of  the  human  race.  They  possessed 
no  place  which  they  could  call  thetr  home. 
The  law,  indeed,  recognized  them  as  free  per- 
sons; bat  were  they  bo  in  &ct  and  in  troth  t 
What  had  they  in  common  with  freemen  be- 
sides mere  existence  i  Did  it  not  become 
American  statesmen  to  take  measores  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition  T  The  evil  was 
of  the  greatest,  as  well  to  themselves  as  to 
others,  which  could  exist  in  any  community ; 
and  it  ought,  if  practicable,  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  Coke,  of  Virgima,  said  tba^  on  hearing 
the  resolutioa  read,  he  percdved  its  tendency 
went  farther  than  be  had  supposed  when  it  had 
first  been  introduced,  and  he  conld  not  but  say 
that  he  considered  its  introduction  into  the 
House  as  a  great  evil.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man  who  had  moved  it  might  be  Jnst^ed  ui 
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foTO  eoTueientia,  having  probablj_  been  urged 
on  bj  the  excitement  ensting  in  uia  own  SUM, 
and  knowing  no  means  to  Bllftf  it  bat  the 
coarse  he  had  pnraned.  Though  be  felt  in- 
cliu^  to  aoqnit  the  gentlemaii  from  that  nn 

Sfor  be  coold  apply  no  lighter  tenn)  of  intro- 
[aolng  8Qch  a  qDestion  at  anch  a  time,  yet  there 
were  manj  oonBideratioiu  which  ought  to  have 
led  him  to  a  different  oonree.  The  gentleman 
had  Bigned  the  constitntional  question  coafes»- 
edly  inTolved  in  the  proposed  measure,  bnt 
had  not  touched  the  qoeetjoii  of  expediency, 
nor  indeed  add  a  siDgle  word  on  the  real  snb- 
Jeot  of  the  reaolntion.  The  gentleman  might 
take  bis  choice  of  either  qneetion ;  he  was 
ready  to  meet  the  diacvasion  whenever  the  gen- 
tleman shonid  oboose  to  eDt«r  apan  it. 

Aa  to  the  constitntional  qnestion,  did  not 
everybody  see  that  this  Government  poeseseed 
'  already  more  powera  than  it  ever  ongbt  to  have 
had  t  Was  this  a  period  for  claiming  to  it  yet 
more  t  A  corps  of  topographical  engineers  had 
been  appointeil  to  march  in  advance  of  our 
armies  in  time  of  war ;  and  that  aathority  had 
been  perverted  in  a  manner  to  promote  the 
porpoaes  of  gentlemen  favorable  to  the  scheme 
'  of  internal  improvement.  Was  that  all  ?  Bid 
not  the  grasp  of  the  Government  extend  itself 
Id  every  direction  t  Was  it  not  oont«nded  that, 
under  the  clanse  which  gave  Congress  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  Congress  might  do  al- 
most whatever  it  pleased  to  assume  to  be  ex- 
pedient i  He  asked,  in  the  name  of  hnmanity, 
what  right  was  possessed  by  that  House  to 
tear  the  free  colored  people  from  their  rela- 
tives, and  all  the  ties  which  bonnd  them  to 
th^  residence,  and  locate  them  in  a  land  alien 
to  all  their  feelings  and  afiectionst  Wsa  it 
hnmanity  which  led  the  steps  of  gentlemen  in 


ibjecting  to  certun  pQnishment,  and 
'  "■  «t  these  very  people  I 

from  Maryland  had  asked 


defuh  iteelt,  these  very  people  t 
Bnt  ttie  gentleman  from  Marj 
whether  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power  to 
make  sncb  an  appropriation ;  and  he  had  look- 
ed* for  an  answer  mto  the  preamble  of  the 
constitution — that  sacred  instrument,  whose 
provisioDS  he  desired  neither  to  dimintsh  nor 
enlarge;  and  there  the  gentleman  had  discov- 
ered that  one  of  the  pnrposes  for  which  it  had 
been  framed  was  "  to  ensure  domestic  tran- 
quillity." .The  gentleman  might  as  well  have 
Inferred  from  that  clanse  that  Congress  had 
I>ower  to  interfere  with  the  minutest  remla- 
tiona  of  the  police  of  the  States  on  the  su^ect 
of  the  transportation  of  commodities,  as  that  it 
poBsessed  the  power  to  transport  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  But  the  {gentleman  desired  that  the 
oonstitDtJonal  qnestion  should  be  deferred  until 
the  House  should  have  heard  the  report  of  a 
committee :  well,  he  was  willing  to  wait  till 
then :  but  if  the  gentleman  was  di6)>08ed  to 
argue  the  qnestion  at  this  time,  he  would  find 
a  sufficient  nnmber  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor 
abundantiy  prepared  to  argue  that  qnestion 
wi^  sucoew.    "Ike  gentleman  had  been  induced 


to  move  his  reeolution  by  motiveeof  hnmanit*- 
bnt  would  not  humanity  have  ttointed  oat  aaat 
place  to  which  those  poor  wanaering  Jews  wtn 
to  be  sent  I  The  only  designation  of  tbeir  i^- 
lum,  oipressed  in  the  resolution,  was  '■'Alria, 
or  elsewhere."  Great  God  1  exclumed  Mr.  C 
are  Ibe  terrors  which  prevail  on  this  mlJMt 
so  wild  that  we  must  get  rid  of  our  free  Uadi 
at  all  cost  and  all  hazard,  both  to  them  and  tt 
onnelvesT  Are  gentlemen  so  completely  wla 
the  dominion  of  nervous  fears !  I  tdl  geid^ 
men  that  tbeir  fear  is  a  mistaken  one.  Aai  I 
appeal  to  the  history  of  my  own  State  in  pr^ 
tbot  there  never  has  been  one  period  in  1m 
past  experience  at  which  she  had  any  thin);  t* 
lear  from  her  free  black  popnlation,  and  m 
more  trom  her  slaves.  For  aU  acquainliMt 
with  the  general  snbject,  Vr.  C.  poeseseed  ih 
same  advantages  as  the  gentleman  frrau  Vtzj- 
land ;  he  was  the  representative  of  a  slavel^ 
ing  State,  and  himself  the  owner  of  ^ve; 
and  he  slept  with  aa  much  secnrity  in  the  midd 
of  the  slaves  on  his  plantation,  as  if  he  ki 
been  himself  a  puffing  director  of  «  certain  so- 
ciety. All  that  was  needed  to  ensnre  the  saMj 
of  a  slave  owner,  was  kindness  and  proper  £>■ 
cipline.  He  coold  assure  gentlemen  that  lb 
slave,  however  low  his  condition,  was  not  deal 
to  the  sentiment  of  gratitude.  Virginia  U 
been  settied  for  two  centnries,  and  how  mBj 
insurrections  had  she  witnessed  t  One  is 
Soathampton;  and  that  originated,  buried  as, 
and  terminated  by  the  death  of  a  reli^ow  b- 
natic,  who,  with  all  his  efforts,  Lad  beiw  tUt 
to  get  but  thirty  or  forty  followers.  They  id 
paid  on  the  gibbet  the  forfeit  of  their  arat, 
and  there  was  an  end  of  the  affair.  EeW 
not  the  slightest  apprebenmon  of  witneaMf 
another. 

The   House  went   into  Committee  of  di 
Whole,  and  took  np  the 

Appoftwtivietit  BUL 
Ifr.  Watnx,  of  Georgia,  took  the  fioor  'n 
support  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  HuBnABD,(U 
substitute  forty-four  for  forty-eight,)  and  o«»- 
pied  it  until  a  late  hour;  when  he  gave  nf 
for  a  motion  to  rise. 


WaDinBDi.T,  Jannary  25. 

A^^Honmtnt  Bili. 

Mr.  EowiKD,  of  Maryland,  said  he  bad  n 

amendment  which  he  felt  construned  to  oSi?, 
however  reluctant  to  detain  the  committee.  He 
then  moved  to  strike  out  the  3d,  and  ins^  th 
6th  of  March,  in  the  bill ;  the  effect  of  vUd 
amendment,  if  adopted,  would  be  to  give  to  lit 
several  States  at  the  next  Presidential  eledka 


new  census. 
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TsuBWAT,  Jaunar?  26. 
ApporlictuHtnt  Bill. 
Mr.  How^BD  aaii  that,  before  calling  the  &t- 
teation  of  the  committee  to  that  clause  of  the 
ooDstitution,  apon  the  true  constractjon  of  which 
the  decistoD  of  the  present  motion  depended, 
there  were  one  or  two   preliminary  remarks 
that  he  wished  to  make,  in  Justice  to  himself, 
and   to  the  point  he  had  bronrht  forward  for 
consideration.    He  wished  to  disavow,  in  the 
first  place,  any  unfriendly  feeling  towards  those 
Tapimy  increasing  Western  Btates  that  would 
be  chiefly  benefited  by  an  increased  number  of 
the   members  of  this  Honse,  and,  of  course, 
■hare  most  largely  in  the  corresponding  in- 
crease of  electoral  votes  for  President  which 
tiie  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  wonld  give  them. 
it   was  not  necessary  to  refer  to  the  Totea 
which  he  had  given  ever  since  he  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body,  to  msnifest  the 
interest  which  be  took  In  their  prosperity,  and 
bis  -willingness  to  promote  tt  upon  every  occa- 
sion.    The  people  of  those  States  were  iden- 
tical with  the  people  of  the  Atlantic  border ; 
and  whatever  might  be  the  state  of  feeling  at 
some  Ear  distant  day,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  any  other  than  a  common  feeling  of  afiec- 
tioQ  and  interest  would  prevail  when  the  orig- 
inal emigrants  who  settled   that  country  bi^ 
not  yet  passed  away.    Looking  forward  to  a 
•till  closer  connection  than  even  now  prevailed, 
the  inhabitants  on  this  side  of  the  monntaina 
were    pushing    forward    works     of    improve- 
ment in   every    direction,  to    act    hereafter 
aa  additional   ligaments  to  bind  together  in 
tighter  bonds  of  union  these  sections  of  our 
common  country.      In  m^ntiuning,  therefore, 
the  constitntional  rights  of  the  State  which  he 
bad  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  and  which 
she  possessed  in  oommon  with  oUier  Btates ; 
In  resisting  a  species  of  leg^atiun  which  would 
pnt  these  our  children  into  poBsessioD  of  the 
ri^ts  of  their  ancestors,  which  they  wonld  re- 
ceive by  inheritance   in   the  ordinary  course 
of  things,  hot  which  they  onght  not  to  claim 
whilst  that  ancestor  is  alive  and  vigorous,  he 
trusted  that  no  one  would  aconse  him  of  a  de- 
sire to  retard  the  advancement  of  those  inter- 
esting wid  growing  communities.    Be  disclum- 
ed  every  feeling  of  the  kind. 

Wha^  then,  is  the  question  that  presents 
itself  t  The  second  seoUou  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution  saya :  "  Each  State  shall 
q)polnt,  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 
thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors  equal 
to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and  Sepre- 
Kntstives  to  which  the  State  may  Iw  entitied 
in  the  Oongrese." 

What  kind  of  title  is  here  meant!  The  bill 
proposed  is  to  go  into  effect  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1833,  and  the  appointment  of  electors  is  to  be 
made  in  the  fall  of  1832.  The  act  of  1792  de- 
clares that  the  numi>er  to  be  appoifltad  shall  be 
t^  to  which  the  State  shall  be  entitied  on  tiie 
day  when  the  Predden^  ao  to  be  elected,  shall  go 


into  office,  viz.  4th  March.  This  bill,  then  be- 
coming operative  on  the  Gd  March,  will  have 
been  the  law  for  one  day,  and  thns  the  act  of 
1792  requires  the  adoption  of  the  nnnibera  to 
which  the  Btates  shall  have  been  entitied  for  , 
that  one  day.  It  is  somewhat  singular,  that 
although  this  bill  is  not  to  commence  its  bind- 
ing force  nntil  the  8d  Uarch,  16SS,  yet,  unless 
the  amendment  be  adopted,  it  is  aaued  into  a 
premature  existence  by  vlrtne  of  an  old  act, 
and  compelled  to  antedate  itself  nearly  uz 
months,  and  to  become  effective  long  before 
the  period  assigned  by  the  Honee  for  its  com- 
mencemenL  Tlie  States  will  have,  daring  nest 
fall,  two  tities  to  representation,  one  in  pos- 
session, and  the  other  in  reversion.  Which 
one  of  these  does  the  constitution  contemplate  T 
That  of  which  she  is  in  the  full,  peaceable,  and 
indispntabia  enjoyment,  or  that  which  is  con- 
tingent and  liable  to  be  changed  at  the  second 
session  of  this  very  Congress  I  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  only  intelligible  guide  is,  for  the  State 
to  look  to  the  representation  that  she  has  at 
the  time  when  she  makes  the  appointment. 
Maryland,  for  example,  has  now  nine  members 
of  this  House,  and  wdl  continue  to  have  for  four- 
teen months  to  come;  but  if  the  ratio  of  forty- 
eight  thousand  be  adopted,  of  which  the  vote 
of  yesterday  seems  decisive,  she  wiU,  at  a  fn- 
tnre  day,  be  entitled  only  to  eight.  Is  it  a  suf- 
ficient answer  to  her  claim  to  nine  votes  in  the 
electoral  college  for  her  representation  here,  to 
say,  that  because  at  some  remote  period  she 
shall  be  curtailed  to  eight,  therefore  she  shall 
not  enjoy  the  influence  which  nine  wonld  give 
her  np  to  the  arrival  of  tliat  distant  day! 
Shoola  a  voter  present  himself  at  the  polls  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  this  House,  who  was  ill 
of  a  mortal  disease,  wonld  it  be  sufficient  to  tell 
htm  that  he  would  be  dead  Ijefore  the  member 
elected  ooold  enter  upon  the  duties  of  bis  office, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  vote  I  or,  taking  the 
case  of  those  States  who  are  to  gain  in  the  rep- 
resentation, would  it  be  sufficient  to  say  to  an 
inhabitant  of  Virginia,  (where,  I  believe,  thvf 
still  reauire  a  freehold  qualification,)  who  pre- 
sented nimself  at  the  polls  with  a  deed  in  hi* 
hand,  which  a  friend  had  promised  to  execute 
at  a  fhtore  day,  that  his  right  of  sufiVage  was 
perfect!  No,  sir,  yon  can  only  look  to  the  nt- 
nation  of  the  voter  at  the  time  when  he  gives 
his  vote;  and  in  the  election  of  a  President  of 
this  nation,  the  States,  acting  for  their  people, 
and  throngh  tlieir  colleges,  are  so  many  voters. 
What  a  singular  spectacle  will  be  presented 
when  the  representatives  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massoehnsetts,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
shall  be  called  npon  to  witness  the  oonnting  of 
the  electoral  voles  1  They  will  see  an  opera- 
tion in  political  surgery  performed  by  the  sev- 
erance of  a  limb  tram  each  of  those  States,  and 
by  means  of  some  powerful  cerate  the  limb  will 
be  restored  to  its  place  on  the  next  day,  and 
tiliose  very  States  walk  into  the  Hall  in  ftaU 
proportions,  to  exercise  their  legislative  fbno- 
tions.     By  what  antbority  do  we  legidate  ■ 
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differeuoe  tietween  the  weight  of  a  State  in  the 
«xecQttve  and  ledslatiTS  brancbaa  of  the  Qor- 
eromcnt  of  the  Dnioat  Is  not  the  former  u 
dear  to  her  as  the  latter  t  lather  the  number 
of  membera  upon  this  fioor  must  be  inataatlj 
oart^ed,  or  the  nnmber  of  electoral  Tot«e  cor- 
retpond  with  those  membera,  or  there  moat  b« 
a  difference  between  the  influence  of  a  State  in 
the  exeontive  and  legislative  brauchea.  I  denj 
that  any  auch  difference  ejiats — 1  deny  that 
■ny  St^  in  this  Union  is  more  willing  to  part 
with  her  constltatjonal  control  over  the  one 
than  over  tbe  other.  What  is  the  reason  given 
for  the  proposed  legislation!  It  is,  that  tbe 
Freeident  will  come  into  power  with  a  Con- 
gress elected  upon  the  new  apportionment,  and, 
therefore,  he  onght  to  be  so  elected,  also.  This 
might;  have  been  a  good  reason  for  making  the 
oonstitution  different  from  what  it  is,  bnt  it  is 
not  sofficient  to  divest  a  State  of  the  right 
which  she  has  acquired  bj  compromise  in  the 
oonfederacy.  I  contend  tbat  her  repreaenta- 
tioD,  in  tJl  Ita  branches,  must  exist  nntil 
changed  by  a  new  apportionment.  It  is  a  suc- 
oesMon  of  (to  naa  a  word  coined  either  for  or 
by  this  House)  political  minimmns;  the  duty 
remains  up  to  a  certain  point,  and  then  changes 
at  once.  A»  long  as  her  power  remains,  she 
itas  a  right  to  exercise  it ;  and  if  the  selection 
of  the  individual  who  is  to  occupy  the  Presi- 
dential chair  may  possibly  be  determined  by 
the  admission  or  rejection  of  the  right  now  in 
qnestion,  how  can  it  more  deeply  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation  than  laws  which  may  be 
enacted  to  last  for  half  a  century  ?  Maryland 
haa  now  eleven  votes  out  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one ;  yon  oropose  to  allow  her  ten  ont.of 
two  hnndrec  and  eighty-five,  because  tbe  effect 
of  her  vote  is  t«  be  felt  for  fonr  years,  and  yet 

Kn  continue,  after  anch  ourtailment,  to  allow 
r  nine  votes  in  this  House  upon  the  passage 
of  laws.  Boppose,  for  example,  (and  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  use  an  illustration  which  may 
poa^bly,  but  which  I  hope  will  not  be  misau- 
derstood,)  that  after  you  had  witnessed  her  ten 
votes  counted  before  you,  reduced  to  ten,  be- 
oaose  the  influence  of  tbe  vote  was  to  com- 
mence in  two  months  thereafter,  and  be  con- 
tinued for  four  years,  it  should  so  happen  that 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  be  renewed  for  fifteen  years,  end  he  car- 
ried by  that  very  one  vole  which  you  had  pre- 
viously rejected :  would  not  this  demonstrate 
the  ntter  inconsistency  of  your  legislation,  in 
denying  her  fair  proportion  in  one  branch  of 
the  Government,  while  yon  suffer  it  to  romun 
entire  in  the  other  i    I  use  the  case  for  illustra- 

Ur.  Cbawfobd,  of  Pennsylvania,  said :  That 
proposition  is,  in  my  Judgment,  so  exception- 
able as  to  justify,  if  not  to  call  for,  some  ex- 
tiression  of  my  dissent  from  it.  I  am  sure  noth- 
og  is  further  from  his  sentiments — nothing 
was  more  distant  from  his  thoughts  or  ir ' 
tions ;  for  there  is  no  man  in  this  House  oi  . . . 
of  it,  in  whose  patriotism  or  purity  I  have 


more  entire  confidence;  and  if  proof  (tf  cite 
were  wanting,  the  fact  that,  if  it  shotdd  h 
adopted,  his  amendment  would  operate  t^H 
his  political  Mends,  furnishes  it.  Bat  mv  W 
orahle  friend  will,  I  trust,  pardoD  me  vba  I 
say  that  his  propoailjon  Etrifcea  me  u  iMiif* 
war  with  the  very  foundation  priDcipIeiafciB 
ioBtitutions,  and  is  one  that  X  am  penoaU 
tliia  House  cannot  afBrm  witiioat  doing  niaH 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  stone  laid  in  your  poUUcal  edifiaea 
popular  sovereignty — that  eacli  citjzeo  Uk 
to  be  operated  upon  in  his  interests  or  po^ 
by  your  l^islative  or  executive  offioeis,  iii, 
Butfject  to  such  State  regulation  as  may  i^ 
have  a  voice,  mediately  or  directly,  in  their  a- 
lection.  Who  chooses  the  President  at  th 
United  States!  The  people  of  tbe  UmBJ 
States.  I  wonld  ask  then  if  t^e  chwe  of  i 
Chief  Ua^trate  ahall  be  effected  aoc<»'dingu 
the  apportionment  under  the  oensns  of  1B3(^  if 
his  election  will  not  have  been  virtually  thaiB 
of  something  lees  than  nine  millions  of  fedni 
population,  instead  of  that  of  the  twelve  ai- 
tions  or  thereabouts  who  have  been  latdjit- 
oertained  to  be  in  tJie  United  States,  and  rio 
have  now  a  right  to  participate  in  the  eman 
of  this  tbe  bluest  of  all  civil  lighta.  NMJi 
this,  perhaps,  although  bad,  the  vorst  featsa 
in  this  amendment;  for,  while  ita  opoiliM; 
will  be  restrictive,  it  will  be  most  uneqnli 
while  it  retwns  to  one — to  several  States,  ta 
I  believe,  a  vote  more  reepeedvelj  than  tiq 
can  soou  claim,  it  will  deprive  others,  no  b** 
than  eleven,  of  not  less  than  twenty-eight  voui 
Suppose  we  take  48,000  as  the  sUodaid  nn- 
ber — I  take  it  because  it  is  moti  likely  to  to 
fixed  on  here;  but  whether  or  not,  it  will  »■ 
Bwer  my  present  purpose :  Stsw  Hamp^f^ 
Hoseachneetta,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  «1 
each  lose  a  vote.  Kow,  sir,  X  admit  this  it  !• 
be  regretted.  I  am  aa  unwilling  as  any  genlb- 
man  to  do  them  an  ookind  act,  still  man  i 
seeming  wrong ;  but  I  never  can  consent  U 
preserve  the  political  wwght  they  have  bitb- 
erto  ei^oyed  at  the  expense  oi  otiier  Statai. 
Look  at  it,  ur :  to  retwn  these  fonr  voles  «^ 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Harjland  ft- 
poses,  by  postponing  the  operation  of  tbe  ne' 
apportionment  to  the  Gth  day  of  Uareh,  1^; 
what  must  you  sacrifioe !  One  vote  in  ilatt, 
five  in  New  York,  two  in  Peunsylvanii,  «< 
in  Georgia,  four  in  Tennessee,  five  in  Otii^ 
four  in  Indiana^  one  in  Miswasippi,  two  in  IIE- 
noia,  one  in  Miasonri,  and  two  in  Alab*iii»- 
twenty-eight  in  all  I  Sir,  with  all  my  gnt 
tude  for  Sew  England  daring  and  firmaW' 
tlie  birth  of  this  nation;  with  all  my  e«U« 
for  her  public  and  private  morality ;  aod  vin 
all  my  respect  and  admiration  for  her  in^ 
tions,  political,  social,  and  literary;  wiili  w 
my  kind  feeling  for  Maryland,  the  adjoivtl 
neighbor  of  my  native  State,  her  inlereali  »l- 
moat  identity  with  Ours,  and  the  intelUfUM 
and  enterprise  of  whose  dtizena  aie  itxrH 
of  the  highest  commendatuHi ;  with  lU  4 
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'eneritioa  for  Yir^nk,  which,  differing  from 
Mr  (listingDiehed  wdi,  u  we  do,  od  budj  aa- 
■ortant  anettiDoa,  we  atill  remember  u  the 
lUce  ot  W  ashinBton'ft,  nod  of  Jefferton's,  vid  of 
ixdioon'a,  and  u  Monroe'H  nativitj,  and  that  of 
heir  auocewon  who  now  worthilj  fill  their 
lUoea  here,  and  as  the  Mil  out  of  which  spring 
ome  of  the  most  valued  prinoiplea  of  ttoe  Qot- 
rnment,  I  cannot  conseDt  to  the  sacrifice.  The 
intire  population  of  these  United  Btates  are 
k«  electors  of  our  Chief  Uagistrate ;  it  is  im- 
lonible  jou  can  preeerve  the  spirit  of  oar  insti- 
otiona  irtthout  lef^slating  so  aa  to  enable  theni 
o  proceed  to  the  choice.  What,  sir,  to  retain 
0  four  States  not  a  tweUtb  part  of  their  reprfr- 
entation  in  the  electoral  colleges,  j'ou  woald 
ake  from  eleven  otJten  more  than  a  fifth  of 
rhat  properljr,  and  coostitntionaUj'  belongs  to 
hem — sever  I 

itr.  KxBx,  of  Marjland,  went  into  a  consti- 
ntional  argument  to  show  that  the  exercise  of 
he  co-ordinate  powers  of  the  eieontive  and 
egislative  departments  of  the  Oovcmment 
vere  designea  to  oommence  umnltaneoualj, 
lod  that  the  moment  an;  census  or  actual 
mnmaradon  of  the  people  of  tiie  United  States, 
igreeablf  to  the  federal  namberv,  wsa  perfected 


1  of  the  States  at  once  arose,  and  aidhered 
a  them  bj  force  of  the  conatitntion  itaelf,  and 
wnid  neither  be  inoreased  nor  diminished.  Sir, 
mU  Ur.  K.,  this  constitotlon  was  the  resnlt  of 
;reat  and  aniiona  deliberation — attended  with 
raat  donbta  and  difficulties— and  it  waa  em- 
ihatioallf  a  compromise ;  and  the  bads  of  that 
iompromiae  was  the  atUnrtment  of  this  ver^ 
point  of  the  relative  weight  of  the  States  in- 
ihded  within  this  TTnion,  agreeably  to  the  fed- 
Mid  ennmenition  prescribed.  In  the  second 
nction  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  it 
a  declared  that  representatives  shall  be  ap- 
pointed among  the  Hveral  States  according  to 
'.heir  respective  nnmbera,  to  be  estimated  &om 
lartieiilar  descriptions  of  persons;  and  this 
letoal  ennmeration  is  imperotivelr  enjoined  to 
N  made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meet- 
ng  of  the  first  Oongreia,  and  within  ever/  anb- 
leqnent  period  of  ten  jears.  This  has  hap- 
lened,  bj  the  operation  of  the  first  apportioo- 
nent  act,  to  fall  upon  or  to  be  limited  to  (he 
Id  daj-  of  March  of  everj  tenth  year,  trom  the 
Id  da7  of  March,  1798 ;  so  Mr.  K.  insisted  that, 
ifter  the  actual  eonmeration  has  been  made 
freeablj  to  a  law  of  Congrem  passed  for  the 
nrpose,  the  Stales  were  entitled  to  have  re- 
peotivelj  repreaentatives  in  Congress  propor- 
ionate  to  thdr  federal  nnmbere,  so  aaoertained. 
fon  may  aaaume  what  ratio  yon  please,  said 
tr.  K.,  but  yonr  apportioament  most  be  ao- 
ording  to  the  respective  nnmbere  which  the 
Itatea  tliea  bav&  You  cannot,  sir,  postpone 
be  operation  of  this  eonadtntional  provision ; 
nd  as  it  la  expressly  also  provided  that  each 
Rate  shall  appoint  aa  many  eleetora  of  Presi- 
lant  and  Vice  Preaideni  as  shall  be  eqnal  to 


weight  of  the  States,  in  the  next  election  of  a 
President,  is  equally  and  aa  uachangoably  fixed 
by  this  actual  enumiiration.  Thus,  Mr.  K.  con- 
tended, the  constitution  itself  clearly  eatablish- 
ed  the  point,  indepeodeatly  of  the  contempo- 
rary constmction  which  hod  beca  given  to  it 
by  the  act  of  1TB3,  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man tronx  Tennessee,  and  to  which  Hr,  E.*a 
own  attention  had  been  drawn  on  the  preced- 
ing evening.  By  this  construction,  he  Nald,  the 
dewgned  harmony  of  the  system  was  preserved, 
whilst  two  of  the  great  co-ordinate  powers  of 
the  Government  would  be  always  simultaneons- 
ly  set  in  motion.  He  stood,  he  said,  for  hia 
constmction,  upon  the  language  of  the  consti- 
tutiiHi  itself,  though  it  was  doubtless  confirmed 
in  his  mind  by  the  acts  of  those  distinguished 
men  who  were  in  the  Congress  which  pa^ed  the 
law  of  1TB2,  some  of  whom  had  been  members 
of  the  convention,  and  by  the  uniform  course 
and  prartice  of  the  Government,  as  traced  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Fbidat,  January  87. 
Cohniriny  Frtt  Slaeb, 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Jxir- 
VEB,  came  up  for  consldertktion ; 

Raiolind,  That  a  Select  Coatnittoe  be  appdnled 
to  loquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  sppro- 
priatlon  far  the  purpose  of  removing  from  the 
United  States,  and  her  territories,  the  [ree  people  of 
color,  and  colonixiag  then  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
or  elsewbere. 

A  motion  was  mode  by  Mr.  Taovaos,  of 
Ohio,  to  amend  the  sud  resolution,  by  atriking 
out  an  after  the  word  "  Resolved,"  and  insert- 
ing the  following : 

"That  a  comtnittee,  to  con^t  of  one  member 
ftom  each  State,  Im  appointed  to  take  liito  con- 
sideration the  coQslituiioQsliCy  and  expediency  of 
procnring  by  puictuue  or  ce«on  a  iniCable  quan- 
tity of  luid  on  this  coDtinenl  or  some  other,  to  be 
■ppropriated  ■•  a  colony  and  ui  asjlom  for  all,  or 
such  of  the  free  people  of  color,  in  these  Stales,  aa 
may  choose  to  go ;  to  which  tbey  may  imaiediately 
or  gradually  be  remOTed,  a*  necesaity  may  require 
or  circumitaucea  will  permit.  And  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  present  or  some 
other  reasonable  rate  of  duties  on  imports,  for  a 
definite  term  of  years  after  the  existing  tntional 
debt  shall  have  been  eitlnroished,  to  constitute  a 
fnod  for  the  payment  of  the  land  above  mentioned, 
should  it  be  purchased,  and  to  delVay  the  expense 
of  the  remoral  to,  and  the  anpport  and  protection 
of  that  unfortunate  race  of  beings  in  said  colony  for 
a  leaaooable  length  of  lime ;  and  that  said  comDul- 
tee  hare  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  AsoRiB,  of  Yirginla,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  pronounced  out  of  order,  but 
which  he  was  allowed  to  lay  on  the  table  tod 
have  printed,  as  follows: 

Rfoittd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  iato  the  expediency  of  n    ~  "~ 
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Ibr  Kdoptioa  m  uDendmeiit  to  the  ConititutioD  of 
tfae  United  Bum,  bj  which  CongrMi  sludl  bata 
power  to  appropriate  tha  reTenue  accruing  or  de- 
TiVKbl«  from  tbe  proc«eda  of  the  aalea  of  the  pubUo 
lauds,  In  aid  of  tbe  couttructiou  of  luch  works  of 
interntl  improrenient  ui  maj  be  aotboriied,  com- 
meoced,  or  patronlied  bj  the  Slates,  respecllTel;, 
•rlthlD  which  (he  aame  are  to  be  executed ;  and 
shall,  in  like  maaaer,  bai-e  power  to  appropriate 
the  same  fuod  of  revenue  )□  aid  oT  tbe  removal  of 
such  portion!  of  the  colored  population  of  the  States, 
•a  the;  may  respectiTelr  ask  aid  in  removing,  on 
mefa  c«nditiooa,  and  to  euoh  place,  aa  may  be  mn- 
toally  agreed  on ;  for  which  parpose  Congress  ihM 
be  anthorized  to  acquire  the  teiritorj  it  may  oon- 
•ider  the  beat  adapted  to  the  object,  and  to  govsn 
snch  territory  in  ih«  maener  la  which  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  Slatea  are  now  goremod,  for 
such  time  aa  the  occanon  for  which  it  ahall  hare 
been  obtained  may  require;  after  which,  tbe  terri- 
tory shall  be  eatabtiahed  into  a  Sute,  which  shall 
be  declared,  or  into  several  States,  which  shall  be 
successively  declared,  iodepeodent  of  the  United 
States,  Deltber  of  which  Slates  shall,  in  any  event, 
or  at  any  time,  be  admitted  into  the  Union  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Hr.  Tkoupaov,  of  Georgia,  moved  «n  ameod- 
roent  to  that  of  Hi.  Thomsou,  of  Ohio,  Mibstl- 
tating  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana  for  a 
Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Boon  now  moved  that  the  oonsideration 
of  the  reeointion  be  postponed  to  the  2d  day  of 
December  next  (to  rq'ect  it) 

The  Chaib  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of 

Hr.  Out,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  poatpone 
the  consideration  to  the  Ist  of  Jnoe  next,  and 
print  it 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Jikifbk  demanded  the 
yeas  and  Da;s,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  Chair  now  corrected  the  deoi^u  ii 
latioQ  to  Mr.  Boon's  motion  for  a  poatpooe- 
ment,  to  the  3d  of  December,  and  received 
that  motion. 

Mr.  Coke,  of  Virginia,  said  ha  shotild  vote 
for   the   motion,   to   give   time    for    conaider- 

Mr.  Mebokb  advocated  tha  retbrenoe  of  the 
subject  to  a  Select  Committae,  and  warned  its 
opponents  that  they  would  uot  get  rid  of  the 
question  by  »  postponement,  as  it  would  i 
np,  in  snl»tanoe,  on  the  oonaideratioD  of 
oua  memorials  now  in  the  Itands  of  different 
members,  and  read;  to  be  presented. 

Mr.  Cut  orged  the  prcqiriety  of  waiting  fbr 
some  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  slave- 
holding  8tat«a. 

Mr.  Book  said  his  object  had  been  to  get  rid 
of  an  unneceasajy  diacnssion.  The  snbject  woe 
new  ;  and  he  wiihed  to  leam  the  state  of  pab- 
lic  opinion. 

Mr.  Carson  thaniced  Mr.  Boon  for  hie 
tion,  as  going  to  avoid  a  snbject  ont  of  which 
no  good  would  grow,  either  to  the  free  colored 
people  or  the  nation. 

Mr.  MaaoBB  sooutfid  the  idea  that  the  sub- 
ject was  new ;  and  referred  to  the  action  of 


the  Legislatures  of  a  nnmbar  of  the  Sttftsaf' 
ing  it  "pon  the  attention  of  Oonp««.  i 

Mr.  Thohpbon,  of  Oeoi^a,  said  the  Mori  I 
Bobject  had  been  a  hackneyed  one  iu'di|ali 
of  the  conntrj ;  and,  therefore,  no  good  Md 
ooma  of  disonssing  it  in  CoDgreas,  while  Md 

il  wontd  be  the  cooseqaence. 

Mr.  Jbhipkb  replied ;  urged  tbe  impottan 
of  the  aabject ;  asked  where  it  Bboota  i»d» 
cussed,  if  not  in  that  Hoose.  He  ipald  i 
number  of  resolutions  fiom  diflteent  Lepb  ' 
tares  on  the  subject,  and  referred  totkso* 
log  state  of  the  Trettanry,  and  tlie  pro(iaMdi» 
duction  of  duties,  as  an  argnmeDt  apmit^ 
ponement 

Amj/  Dardin't  Harm. 

The  House  took  up  tbe  bill  for  the  rriirf  i 
tbe  legal  repreeentattves  of  David  DirdD,d»'  i 
oeasei£  (to  make  oompensatirai  for  a  lint  I 
called  Romolns,  impreteed  fix  the  pilitie  ev  I 
vice  during  the  rev<dnIioqary  war.)  [TIm  H  I 
allowed  (1,500  in  payment  of  it  It  enitnai 
as  reptMted  from  the  oommittM,  a  elanas  sOk' 
ing  iotereet  upon  dieaamfrom  the  time  tJik 
impressment  of  this  steed ;  bot  that  woTin 
was  sbioken  ont  in  a  Oommittee  sX  lliewU 
House,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whrtuiii.'  ! 
Ohio.] 

Tfae  bill,  after  a  few  remarks  ftms  Mr.  Bant : 
of  New  York,  in  oppoulion  to  the  cImb,  »  i 
ordered  for  engrossment;  [and,  on  a  ni*  I 
qnent  day,  was  passed  by  a  very  laree  ■aift-  \ 
\Vjy  and  without  a  division.] 


TtnanaT,  January  SI. 

JVm  Pwpis  of  Ccicr. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jnins,  fvopowf* 
inquiry  on  the  snliject  of-  removing  tbi  b* 
people  of  color  from  tJie  United  fitatet, »  | 


Dolonixing  them  in  Africa,  or  elsewbsi^  M* 
up  for  consideration  \   and  -the  qoestioD  bca| 


Mr.  jainna  moved  that  the  resolntka,  viA 
the  amendmenia,  be  referred  to  tfae  SeleO  Ca» 
mittee  raised  on  tbe  memorial  from  S«*  *^ 
sey  upon  the  same  suMeot 

Mr.  Book  consented  to  withdraw  his  «*■ 
forpostponem  ant 

The  question  was  th«i  put  on  the  refina* 
and  carried. 

A^<yrtionment  BtU, 

The  apportionment  bill  next  oune  Vf  ^ 


simply  striking  therefrom  tbe  wordi  "!«?' 
eight."  ^ 

Mr,  SLiDa,  of  Vermont,  wd  he  bad  wi«« 
tfae  prtjgress  of  this  debate  with  great  wj 
tude.  The  question  before  the  Hoese  '*»** 
grave  importance,  demanding  a  ftill  di*'*'"' 
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ud  mo»t  mstare  deliberation.  Yet,  tt  this 
tage  of  the  debate,  he  tboold  hardly  feel  him- 
•If  Jiutified  in  aaking  the  indnlgenoe  of  the 


[iwatioD.  That  State  would  en^r  more  ttma  a 
»t)o  of  4a000  than  anjr  other  State  in  the 
jnioa.  Indeed,  inr  esid  Mr.  8.,  ilie  will  have 
n  aoonmnlation  of  snfTering.  In  the  appor- 
lonment  of  the  oeunis  of  1S20  she  loet  one 
oember,  and  was  left  with  a  fraction  of  86,TM. 
4'ow,  onleaB  the  motion  to  strike  ont  4S,000 
torn  thia  bill  prevail,  ehe  will  be  left  with  an 
rnrepreaented  fraction  irf  40,S07.  Dntj  to  that 
Itate  demands  that  I  should  exprtee  mj  Tiewa 
m  thia  Babjeot,  and  I  b^  the  indnlgenoe  of  the 
lonse,  whUe,  as  briefly  as  pomble,  I  perfonn 
hat  dntf. 

The  qneation  before  the  Honae,  said  Ur.  8., 
s  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  whcrfe  oonntrj'. 
t  vitally  efleota  the  Kreat  deporitory  of  the 
wople's  power,  the  Honse  of  RepreaentatiTea 
if  the  United  States.  The  act  yon  propose  to 
mm  is  nnomalons  In  tla  oharaoter ;  operating, 
lot,  as  do  moat  of  yoor  laws,  npoD  inoividnau, 
a  their  retatiima  to  each  other,  and  to  the 
lovenimeut,  bnt  npon  large  and  distinct  maiwea 
d  this  great  oommonity,  and  regnlating  the 
Mlance  of  power  between  the  different  poi> 
kwa  of  a  widely  extended  oonftderaoy.  It  la, 
ndeed,  of  the  natnre  of  a  fandamentai  law — 
faa  formation,  in  fitot,  (tf  a  oonatitadon  for  the 
text  ten  years;  and  demands  the  exenrfse  of 
be  same  profound  wisdom,  and  the  same  spirit 
)t  coniproroiHe  and  conraliation  and  mutnal 
[ood  will,  which  marlced  the  deliberations  of 
Jm  ftamera  of  the  federal  oonatitDtion. 

Sir,  I  am  in  &vor  of  striUng  ont  48,000  from 


teases  an  ondue  advantage  over  all  the  other 
mmbers  which  may  be  proposed.  Tbs  reaolta 
rf  the  varioiu  propositions  which  have  been 
mads  in  Oommtttee  of  the  Whole  to  Btrike  ont 
18,000,  and  insert  other  nnmbeva,  have  pl^nly 
proved  this.  Eaoh  prnKwition  has,  of  oonrBe, 
Iwen  opposed  by  all  u  nvor  of  any  other  nnm- 
Iwr  than  the  one  oonb^ned  in  anoh  proposition. 
Ifani,  by  a  sneoearion  ot  victories  over  other 
Munbers  separately  proposed,  48,000  haa  ao- 
niired  an  importanoe  which  does  not  intrin- 
ioally  bdong  to  it  Its  strength  is  a  faotitions 
trength. 

Bnt  it  may  be  said  that  a  motion  has  been 
node  and  lost,  to  strike  out  48,000,  without  in- 
lerting  any  other  nomber ;  and  that  this  ia 
wnolnnve  evidence  that  48,000  is  the  favorite 
rnmber.  Hr,  this  doea  not  follow.  Upon  the 
rimple  motion  to  strike  ont,  all  in  favor  of  any 
•ther  nnmber  than  48,000  may  well  be  snp- 
Meed  to  have  voted  to  retain  It  in  tbe  bill,  for 
ihe  pnrpoee  of  naing  it  to  defeat,  in  detail, 
rvery  proposition  to  Insert  nambers  other  than 
'Jieir  UTorite  ones.  And,  besides,  indlvidnals 
ippooed  to  rednolng  the  representation  of 
UiodB  Island  one-hu^  aa  woald  be  done  by 


nuring  the  ratio  to  49,000,  may  have  opposed 
tlie  striking  ont  of  48,  throagh  an  apprehension 
that  the  bill,  nnencombered  with  that  nnm- 
ber, might  finally  pass  with  a  ratio  exceeding 
40,000. 

Kow,  air,  is  tt  not  obvlons  that  an  nndne  im- 
portance has  been  thna  given  to  the  dedaion  of 
the  oommittee  who  reported  this  bill  ?  Why 
should  that  decision  have  such  an  effect,  when, 
notwithstanding  the  intelligence  and  npright- 
ness  of  the  committee,  it  is  perfectly  apparent 
that  their  opinion  has  not  reaolted,  and  oould 
not  have  resulted,  from  any  peculiar  investiga- 
tion tbey  were  able  to  give  the  anbject,  bnt  baa 
been  drawn  ftam  facAa  equally  within  the  reach 
of  every  member  a!  this  House  t 

With  regard  to  the  nnmber  to  which  this 


>.  Some  gentiemen  have 
ht  hnndr«d  as  the  maxi- 
roam.  I  would  avoid  extremes.  ITo  propoei- 
tion,  however,  yet  made,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
give  a  number  apjproaohmg  an  extreme ;  and  I 
therefore  feel  at  rail  liberty  to  advocate  a  ratio 
which  will  do  the  least  injustice  to  the  several 
States,  both  in  regard  to  nnrepreeented  tma- 
tions,  and  the  Ion  of  members.    Whenever  tbe 


render  Uie  transaction  of  business  impraoticft- 
ble,  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  qneettoua  of 
ftsotiona  and  the  loss  of  member*  be  regarded 
with  indifference. 

Hie  SDhJeet  of  fractions  has  been  so  much 
dwelt  on  in  thb  diMnsslan,  that  the  name  has 
almost  become  odious.  Bat  of  what  ore  those 
ftactions  composed!  Why,  sir,  of  large  bodies 
of  freemen  I  And  can  I  be  iudifiarent,  when  a 
proportion  ia  made,  by  which  near  41,000  of 
these  freemen  in  my  native  StMe,  as  intelligent 
as  any  other  ft«emen  on  earth,  are  to  remain 
nnrepreaented  in  thia  body  for  a  period  of  ten 

T&  show  the  Importanoe  whloh  belongs  t<> 
this  part  of  the  sabjeot,  permit  me  to  advert  to 
the  contideration  to  which  it  was  thought  en- 
titied  by  tbe  first  Congress.  A  bill  was  passed 
on  the  S8d  day  of  Hareh,  17BS,  fixing  the  nnm- 
ber of  repreaentative*  for  the  ancoeeding  ten 
years  at  120.  That  nnmber  included  eight 
representatives  from  varions  States,  on  ocoonnt 
of  ftaotional  numbers.  It  was  sent  to  Presi- 
dent Washington  fcrhisapproral,  who  returned 
it  with  the  ot^jection  that  the  constitution  au- 
thorized no  representation  of  fractions  below 
80,000.  And  yet  so  sbvng  was  the  dispcritioD 
to  give  to  the  people  the  moat  fiill  and  perfect 
representation  [wssibl^— so  aveive  was  that 
body  to  leave  large  portions  of  them  nnrepre- 
sented,  that  38  out  of  01  of  its  members  voted, 
in  the  face  of  the  Preeidenfa  veto,  to  repots 
the  bill. 

The  decirion  ot  that  Oongreas  settied  the 
principle  that  fractions  shonld  not  be  repre- 
sented.   It  ia  admitted  that  the  an>licatioo  of 
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thiB  principle  will  lometjniea  opente  aeverelj 
npoo  indiTidiuJ  SUtea.  All  mnat  Uke  their 
tom  in  bearing  the  bnrden.  1^  therefore,  the 
large  fraction  to  which  Vermont  and  some 
other  StAtes  are  nibjected,  hj  the  ratio  now  in 
the  bill,  stood  alone,  onoonnected  with  the  an- 
eqnal  reaoits  of  a  former  ^portionmeut,  thej 
might  be  endured  witbont  compluning.  Bat 
what  ia  the  fact?  In  the  apportionment  of 
1820,  Vermont  was  left  with  an  onrepreaented 
ftnotioQ  of  86,764.  At  the  ratio  propoeod  in 
the  bill  on  yonr  table,  she  will  isun  have  a 
fraction  of  *0,fl6T ;  total  76,481.  Kew  Jersej, 
in  1620,  had  a  fraotitHi  of  84,6&G.  Cpoo  a 
rado  of  48,000,  ahe  will  now  have  a  fraction  of 
Sl,B2a ;  total,  06,477.  Kfntnckj.  in  1820,  had 
a  fraction  of  88,626 ;  a  ratjo  of  48,000  would 
DOW  e^Te  her  4G,83S ;  total,  7&,4e6.  Total  of 
Vermont,  New  Jeraej,  and  Kentucky,  tinder 
the  apportionmenta  of  the  censoMS  of  18S0 
and  1880,  222,866. 

Mr.  Abkold,  of  Tennemee,  said  he  had  not 
intended  to  aaj  one  word  on  this  aubjeot,  nor 
did  he  then  rise  for  the  purpose  of  disonsaing 
the  general  question,  or  of  oootrovertiug  any 
of  the  prineiples  which  had  been  ao  forcibly 
urged  npon  tbe  House  by  bis  Mend  from  Ver- 
mont ;  but  he  rose  for  the  porpose  of  correct- 
ing an  impreaaion  which  seemea  to  have  stimn- 
lated  varioDH  gentlemen  in  running  tilta  at  Ten- 
nessee. The  number  48,  ur,  happens  to  be  the 
number  selected  by  the  committee  to  fill  tbe 
blank  in  the  bill  now  nnder  consideration. 
That  number  leaves  Tennenee  a  very  small 
fraction.  TennesBce  does  seem  to  be  favored 
by  the  selection  which  the  oonunittee  hare 
made;  I  am  wiUiug  to  agree,  rir,  that  she 
is  actually  favored  by  this  selection.  Bat  I 
will  not  agree  that  Tennessee  has  eongbt  this 
favor,  or  Cnat  she  has  any  desire  to  aohere  to 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  diaparagii^  her  ustere. 
No,  mr ;  I  assure  gentlemen  that  Tennessee  has 
no  such  feelings.  Tennessee  is  no  hncksteress. 
Whence  came  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  gives 
Tennessee  soch  nndue  advantages  t  Sir.  they 
came  from  five  different  States — Lonisiana, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  Tennessee 
— the  chairman  happening  to  be  frvm  Tenneasee. 
Do  gentlemen  think  that  tbe  cburman  had 
snoh  inSaence  with  the  committoe  as  to  induce 
them  to  report  a  bill  merely  to  favor  Tennes- 
see I  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  chunnan 
had  any  such  influence ;  and  I  think  tbe  com- 
mittee will  deny  that  they  were  under  any  such. 

Sir,  my  colleagues  have  again  and  uain 
assnred  the  House  that  they  were  not  wedded 
to  48 :  that  they  felt  very  indifferent  as  to  tlie 
nnmber  which  should  be  adopted.  For  my 
own  part,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  from  being  wed- 
ded to  this  number,  I  have  invariably,  when 
tbe  qnestion  came  up,  voted  in  favor  of  all 
numbers  which  have  been  proposed  nnder  48. 

When  the  apportionment  was  flrst  mooted,  I 
am  free  to  confess,  sir,  that  my  feelings  were 
•nlisted  on  the  side  of  high  numbers.    The 


first  consideration  which  gave  my  mindatf' 
ferent  direction  was  not  the  great  priodfli 
which  now  governs  me.  I  am  frank  to  ODa 
fess,  sir,  that  I  was  actnat«d  by  a  desire  tkl 
our  littie  sister,  Rhode  Island,  should  M  k 
shorn  of  any  of  her  strength  in  thii  Houl 
Bnt,  sir,  the  more  I  have  looked  into  thii  i^ 
ject,  the  further  the  discnssion  of  foDdamtiM 

Erinciples  has  been  poshed,  the  more  sod  dm 
ave  X  beMk  Inclined  to  tbe  opinion  thu  tka 
is  more  danger  in  making  this  Honse  too  mtB, 
than  in  maUng  it  too  Inige.  Oma  is  a  Gom- 
ment  oompoeed  of  different  features.  Tla 
House  constitutes  the  repnblican  featnn.  tla 
House  oonstitntes  the  branch  of  the  Gorai- 
ment  with  which  the  people  are  most  &n3K 
and  most  intimately  and  vitally  conoecUd  I 
grant,  air,  tbat  there  is  a  point  at  wbid  k 
numbers  must  be  limited;  tint  in  mjhnUi 
opinion  that  point  is  not  yet  reached.  Sb.1 
muststop;  for  I  find  myself  involuntaritjgti! 
into  the  genersl  disonauon,  which  I  did  not  » 
tend  to  do,  and  which  I  will  not  do.  1  na 
merely,  as  I  before  stated,  to  oorrect  whill 
thought  to  be  an  errooeona  imiHesrioo.  I 
wished  to  show  gentlemea  that  Tcsmh 
sought  no  nndue  advantage  over  her  nan 
That,  if  fortune  had  thrown  a  seeming  sdi* 
tage  in  her  way,  she  was  still  disposed  to  It 
liberal ;  and  even  dispoeed  to  yield  a  portkaa 
ber  good  fortune,  to  the  end  that  powcfvi 
bnrden  might  be  more  equally  distribotsd.  & 
I  repeat  tbat  I  have,  on  every  vote  ttkt±  b 
strike  out  and  fill  with  a  leas  oomber  0» 
forty-eight,  voted  for  iL  I  felt  that  in  doiifa 
I  was  truly  representing  the  feelings  of  Tan» 
see.  The  present  motion  being  merely  to  Krib 
ont  48,  without  ofibring  to  insert  taj  oiM 
nnmber,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  aguaBi' 
If  the  motion  can  be  so  modified  as  to  imsI 
another  nnmber  in  lieu  of  48,  I  will  dill  mi 
as  heretofore.  I  do  not  wish,  Ur.'Speaka^a 
dictate  to  this  House  the  conrae  tl^j  tboidl 
pnrstie ;  bnt  of  one  thing  I  feel  pret^  ceitM 
and  that  is,  that  not  much  good  will  reraH  fr« 
farther  disonsBion  on  this  subject  Tlie  qa» 
tion  has  been  thoron^ily  and  ahly  disnM 
My  friend  from  Vermont,  who  has  just  tifaf 
his  seat,  has  occupied  the  whole  gt^ond.  ii 
to  his  general  views  on  the  sntiject,  1  yitU  dxa 
my  most  decided  approbation.  And,  io  ocndt- 
sion,  tar,  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  siy  l^ 
I  have  been  much  IntereatMiand  grstiBed  rA 
the  expanded  and  statesmaalike  vieai  'kid 
he  has  expressed  on  tbe  aubjeet. 

The  qnestion  on  striking  out  "  48  "  frna  1^ 
bill  was  decided  by — yeas  94,  nays  9V. 

So  the  Bouse  refiisad  to  atnke  oat  tbe  m» 
ber  forty.eigbt. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  to  amend  tb«  biBlf 
striking  ont "  forty-eight "  and  insertiog  "toV 
four,"  and  observed  that,  on  acoomit  nl^ 
lateness  of  the  hour,  (it  being  now  pa^  ^ 
o'clock,)  be  shonld  waive  what  he  ceosidM' 
to  be  his  privilege  of  addressiug  the  fiMe'* 
support  of  his  motion,  if  it  was  ill  pvp* 
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ben  tu  take  the  qmation ;  Then,  on  motkm  of 
tr,  O&Bsotr, 
"Ibe  Uoose  xiyonnied. 

WsDNxaDAT,  Febraaiy  1. 
Apportiortmtnt  BUI. 

1£r.  HiTBBASD  said,  tbit  wfaUe  the  biU  wM 
inder  the  ooneideranon  of  the  Oomo^ttee  of 
he  whole  House,  he  had  made  ft  motion  to 
mend,  rimllftr  to  the  one  whieh  he  had  now 
iroposed.  That  motion  was  dtaciuMd;  eveiy 
Vntleman  who  had  anj  thing  to  offer,  wat 
leard — MI7  heard ;  dajri  were  apent  in  the 
liaonasioD  of  the  sattjeot. .  It  was  even  then 
1)3  pnrpoae  to  have  aubmitted  some  anawer  to 
hff  oltje<itiona,  and  eoine  oonsldentions  which 
tad  Indooed  the  motion,  bat  dranmBtanoei  bad 
ireveated — the  qoeatton  waa  taken,  and  the 
rote  of  the  oommUtee  was  agunst  the  motion, 
le  knew  tall  well  that  the  ooiirae  pnrsned  b? 
he  committee  prooeeded  &om  00  nnkindoesa 
o  himself:  tiiat  it  was  a  oonrae  soggeated  by 
mne  of  hb  beat  friends.  Yet  he  waa  perfeotly 
iware  that  he  coald  aot,  oousirteat  with  the 
■nlea  of  order,  anawer  here  what  had  been  oh- 
eoted  to  elsewhere ;  that  he  oootd  not,  in  the 
loose,  advert  to  tiie  ai^menta  wkioh  had 
>e«ai  nrgod  in  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 
I^t  consideration  of  itself  creat«d  embfttrass- 
nent  It  waa  alao  a  Ikct  within  his  reoolleo- 
jon,  that  the  oommittee  had,  bj  a  vote,  gone 
igainat  hia  motion.  That  oiroanutanoe  wonld 
lave  restrained  him  from  making  any  farther 
ifibrt,  had  he  not  been  enconragea  to  hope,  hj 
he  rote  last  evening  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
lemau  from  Kentaokj  to  strike  oat  fbrty- 
ilghL  Under  all  the  cironmstancea,  he  felt  im- 
Mlled  hj  a  daty  he  owed  to  himael^  b/  a  doty 
le  owed  to  his  Btate,  to  snbmit  some  ^nwal 
mnaiderationa  in  anpport  of  his  motion  to 
miead,  and  also,  as  nr  as  it  was  proper  for 
lim  BO  to  do,  to  notice  some  of  the  ol^eotiona 
irhich  had  been  urged  against  it. 

What  is  the  porport  of  the  bill  reported  hy 
'ha  committee?  What  does  it  propoaet  A 
UvisiMi  of  political  power  anuog  the  members 
tt  the  oonfederaoy.  An  i^iportionment  among 
ihe  several  States,  for  the  coming  ten  jeara,  <^ 
he  repreaentation  of  the  conntry.  This  is  ft 
mbgeot  of  no  ordinary  charaoter ;  it  is  a  snb- 
ect  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Amerioan 
Mople ;  a  snbjeot  involving  the  right  of  repre- 
■sntation;  a  right  near  and  dear  to  ererj 
oember  of  the  repobUe.  If  this  bill,  as  re- 
mrted  hj  the  committee,  shonld  now  pass,  the 
>flbat  will  be  an  aq}nst  and  an  unequal  dlatri- 
Mition  of  the  representative  political  power 
uioQg  the  States.  Shonld  the  bill  pass,  New 
ilampahire  wonld  be  entitled  to  five  representa- 
ivea ;  the  amoont  of  her  Mtpolalioii  aUs  a  Ut- 
ile short  of  two  hundred  uid  aeventj  thou- 


.  by  the  estahliahmuit  of  fbrt/-dght 
ihonsand  as  the  ratio  of  representatioQ,  it 
^avea  her  a  fraction — a  pcstion  of  her  popula- 


tion uorepresentad,  of  twenty-nine  thoosaod 
three  hnodred  and  twenty-eix.  A  division  of 
this  remunder  among  the  number  of  het  rep- 
resentattves  woold  prodooe  this  resnit — that 
the  ratio  of  her  representation  would  be  little 
short  (tf  tlfty-fonr  thousand,  while  Teoneaaee, 
with  a  federal  popaladon  of  630,303,  would  be 
represented  nnder  thia  bill  at  a  ratio  of  48,097. 
In  this  iiiBl«noe,  there  is  a  most  ni^nst  effect 

(irodnced  npon  New  Hampshire  b^  the  eatab- 
Ishment  of  4S,000  as  the  ratio  of  representa- 

The  bill  reported  by  the  oommittee  admits 
the  pout  that  an  increase  of  the  repreaentation 
of  tne  conntr;  ia  required.  That  fiot  Is  oon- 
eeded.  It  is  no  longer  a  matter  in  dispute. 
The  IhII  itself  propoees,  in  effect,  to  add  twenty- 
four  to  the  present  oomber.    The  amendment 


tion,  and  the  only  qneetton,  raised  by  the  amend- 
meot:  Shall  twenty-fonr  or  shall  forty-«ix  be 
added  to  tbe  Uoose  of  Representatives !  If  the 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  tJie  latter  num- 
ber will  be  added ;  if  the  amendment  ftule,  the 
former  number  will  only  be  added.  He  waa 
decidedly  friendly  to  that  ratio  which  would 
give  the  greatest  addition  to  our  presM)t  repre- 
sentation. He  wonld  himself  have  been  willing 
to  have  taken  even  a  leaa  ratio  than  44,000; 
but  from  what  he  had  seen  In  this  House,  from 
what  he  had  heard  without  these  walla,  he 
believed  tbat  any  less  ratio  than  the  one  atated 
in  the  nroposed  amendment  wonld  not  be  aauo- 
tioned  0}  the  House. 

What  are  the  objections  whioh  have  been,  or 
which  can  be,  urged  against  a  numwons  repre- 
sentation t  It  has  been  stated  that  onr  present 
number  is  sufflclenUy  large  for  all  practical 
purposes;  that  any  addition  wonld  iqjnrionsly 
affeot  the  action  of  thia  branch  of  the  Qovem- 
roent ;  that  it  wonld  tend  to  delay  the  transao- 
ti(Hi  ot  puUic  bnaineae ;  that  it  wonld  give  oa 
a  mobooratio  character ;  that  it  wonld  make 
confiision  worse  confbnnded;  that  it  would 
make  more  talking  and  less  acting  members. 

These  ot^eotions  bad  failed  to  strike  him  with 
much  force.  He  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  people  werediasatisfled  with  the  diaoossiona 
and  debates  of  this  assembly.  To  them  it  was  ' 
an  oljeot  of  the  first  importance  that  tJie  vari- 
ous subjects  which  claimed  the  consideration  of 
Oongresa  should  I>e  fairly,  freely,  and  folly 
discussed.  It  wss  f^om  the  debates  of  this  and 
the  other  House  tbat  the  American  people 
acquired  the  knowledge  of  the  character  and 
tendency  of  pnblio  measure*— of  general  legisl*- 
tion.  It  had  also  been  atated  uiat  there  waa 
much  more  danger  of  oawnpting  a  nnmerons 
than  a  limited  assembly.  He  luasented  alto- 
gether from  the  oorrectnasa  of  thia  position. 


would  be  greater  danger  of  corrupting  the 
whole  body  politic,  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity,  tluo  any  part  of  them.    The  idea  la 
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fijonded  in  error.  The  people  are  the  sonroe 
of  all  iKditicAl  power.  They  are  most  em- 
pbalicaU]'  the  sovereigns  of  the .  laud.  The 
aeonrity  and  the  pemuuenej  of  oar  free  inati- 
tDtioDB  re«t  OD  their  Tirtae  tad  their  iaMlU- 
genoe.  There  can  be  no  powible  daoser  of 
aestroying  the  foundations  of  this  repablia  ao 
long  u  a  virtuoos  and  intellisent  people  shall 
b«  fiilj  reproaented  on  tius  floor.  Unleas  the 
foD^tam  shall  become  corrupt,  the  stream  will 

He  was  in  favor  of  a  nnmerons  House,  be- 
cause it  better  preserved  the  relation  between 
tiie  oonsdtneDt  and  the  representative.  It 
must,  of  neoeasity,  bring  the  latter  nearer  to 
those  from  whom  he  haa  recaved  power.  It 
must  lead  to  a  more  intimate  acquaintance,  b 
more  tree  and  onreeerved  intercourse  between 
persons  stwidii^  in  this  relation.  The  repre- 
sentative ia  made  the  depository  of  the  wishes 
of  his  MoatitnenU.  He  is  preeumed  to  knoiv 
and  to  anderstand  their  interegts;  and,  by 
every  effort  in  his  power,  consistent  with  his 
public  dnties,  thonla  advance  those  interesU. 

Ii^  then,  a  ropreaentative  would  be  bith&U, 
he  must  know  his  oonidtnents.  This  considera- 
tion had  a  controlling  inSaence  In  his  mind, 
and  most  induce  him  to  give  his  support  to  the 
proposed  amendment- 
He  did  not  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  go  into 
aoj  at^nment  showing  the  advantage  of  a 
anmerouB  assembly,  in  oonnteracting  Executive 
inliuttioe,  or  the  influeuoe  of  the  other  l^ialo- 
tlve  braooh  of  this  GoTemmeat;  that  groond 
had  been  fiilly  occupied ;  and  moat  im|>ortant 
reasMw  on  those  points  bad  been  presented, 
why  we  shonld  increase  the  number  of  our 
r^resentatioo. 

Reference  had  been  made,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  to  the  first  Congress,  contending 
that  that  assembly  was  an  example  wortiiy  of 
imitatioQ;  and  urging  that  if  that  Congress, 
oonsiatingof  only  fitty-four,  could  then  transact 
the  pablio  business  of  the  colonies,  there  was 
sorely  no  oooasioa  to  add  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  thirteen,  for  the  convenient  Craa»- 
actioQ  of  the  public  bosiness  of  the  fitatee.  The 
old  OoDgreas  was  constituted  on  no  fixed  rule. 
It  was  an  assembly  of  choice  spirita,  produced 
*  by  the  most  pressing  and  urgent  necessity. 
Every  State  in  the  oonfederacy  sent  what  num- 
ber it  pleased,  not  exceeding  seven,  and  p<ud 
those  sent  oat  of  her  own  resources ;  and  each 
State  had  but  one  vote.  It  was,  in  abort,  on 
aaeembly  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  pros- 
ecotion  of  the  war.  Then  we  had  no  com- 
merce ;  no  great  manutaoturing  interests.  Eow 
different  ia  the  state  of  the  country  at  this 
period  of  our  history  I 

But  what  was  the  language  of  the  fathers 
of  the  republic — of  that  osBemhly  second  to 
none  on  earth  for  the  purity  of  its  patriotism, 
which  first  convened  under  the  constitntioa  by 
which  the  great  interests  of  this  country  are 
int«nded  to  be  protected)  It  was  not  only 
th^  argument,  hut  their  most  delibei^  act, 


that  there  should  be  one  repreaeotalive  ■ 
every  thirty  thousand  inhabitsnta.  At  ita 
time  the  interests  of  the  eomxirj  weresondfr 
farious  aod  extensive,  that  it  was  thea  «» 
ridered  that  the  popular  brancli  of  this  Gom- 
meat  shonld  be  otHHtitated  by  aooh  a  Diab« 
Thia  example^  and  these  preoepta,  oanof^H 
they  do,  from  anch  hi^  authority,  abcnld  Iwt 
effect  here;  and,  by  adopting  tbe  ammilMil, 
you  would  carry  out  uie  {winci^ea  <i  m 
political  fathers. 

He  would  address  hims^  to  the  iqirwiaH 
tivee  of  alaveholding  States,  to  bear  in  mindlki 
differenoe  between  their  sitnatitMi  and  tbe  A» 
tion  of  thoM  who  represent  dietricta  pee{M« 
the  diatrieta  of  New  England  are.  Wlohlki 
repreeeotatjye  trom  Vir^ia,  from  the  pee^ 
population  of  his  district,  is  enabled  to  be^ 
sonally  known  to  the  freemea  of  his  HibTd, 
it  ia  not  so  with  as.  We  would  then  sik  to 
stem  justice  at  their  hands. 

Ur.  If  oOutTT,  of  Indiana,  commeneed  br  i^ 


e  greateat  raloeUiiae;  att 
uiBive  that  hto  Tie**,  wik 


that  he  was  apprehensii 
r^ard  to  it^  would  fail  of  ree^viag  wnan* 
decree  of  Mtention  and  oonaideratioB  ill 
might  be  thought  entiUed  to,  bat  beeansili 
had  been  unwilHng,  from  the  firat,  to  partid|slt 
in  the  discussioa  of  the  question,  and  to  M- 
tribute  thereby  to  the  further  prvtraetioa  of  fl* 
debate,  and  retard  the  final  action  of  the  Hsh 


himself  in  relation  to  this  measure^  by  ttl 
course  which  tbe  debate  bad  taken,  on  th 
proposition  of  tbe  gentleman  from  New  Bn^ 
shire,  (Mr.  HosBAun,)  and  the  line  of  argnMt 
pursued  by  other  gentlemen  ot  the  Home  ■ 
support  of  his  (Hr.  H.'s)  amendment,  fie  M 
been  led  to  this  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  hia  eoHli' 
tuents,  and  by  tbe  regard  which  he  neoeKsiili 
felt  for  the  interests  of  the  West ;  and  to  thv 
considerations,  which  had  induoed  lum  tobei- 
hie  the  Honse  with  a  few  remarks  upon  the  U 
before  them,  might  be  added  a  third;  tU 
WHB,  that  he  regarded  it  not  merdy  as  a  qa» 
tion  affecting  the  different  States,  with  le^ 
to  the  apportionment  of  politioal  power  in  tb 
representative  assembly  of  Ihb  nolioo,  bolM 
involving,  also,  the  great  coostilntioBal  piia- 
cii>Ie,  that  repreeentauoa  ahtrald  be  equal :  mi 
tms  not  simply  that  it  should  be  eqaally  tifp^ 


tioned  for  any  one  men  time,  bat  daring  A* 
whole  period,  as  far   as 
operation  of  the  bilL 


oooU   be,  of  tit 


Many  appeals,  he  obaerved,  hod  been  os^ 
w  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  the  n* 
States,  on  the  effect  whi^  the  ratio  erf'  fonr 
eight  thousand,  as  reported  in  the  bill,  vo^ 
have  npou  the  interests,  or  t^  rvlative  wofh 
of  the  older  States  of  the  Cnion.  A  verj  *■ 
queut  and  powerful  appeal  hod  been  rnvh. '» 
particnlor,  by  the  gentleman  th>m  Msuwits 
setts,  (Ur.  Bmooe,)  who,  in  the  coarse  of  Ht 
interesting  qraeob,  had  askad  the  West  te  n- 
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nember  that,  in  the  dsyri  of  her  inftnof  sad 
veakitees,  she  was  Uken  to  the  hand  by  her  elder 
kten  of  the  SoDth  aiid  the  EaM,  and  intro- 
laoed  Into  the  great  republican  hmilj  of  the 
■ation  upon  priuoiplas  of  equality  and  jastlce. 
ifr.  HoO.  here  observed  that  he  was  boond  to 
^r,  in  vindication  of  the  Weat,  that,  for  the 
nntinmuice  of  those  principles  of  equality  and 


;entleniao  from  Nev  Hampshire,  which,  as  the 
ahlea  l>efore  them  demonstrated,  wonld  throw 
a  nneanal  and  aqjoat  weight  npon  Uie  yoni 
Itatea,  by  plaoing  the  lariat  fraotionii  of 
epraaeateapopnlatioa  upon  those whioh  had,  at 
ireeent,  and  in  the  very  natnre  of  things,  most 
lave,  in  fatare,  the  most  nmidi,  and  progree- 
Irely  rqiid,  iDoreaia  in  nnmners.  He  shonld 
lot  attempt  to  follow  the  whole  of  the  argn- 
aenta  of  tbe  gentleman  who  had  so  ably  spoken 
1  snpport  of  the  amendment,  even  if  he  imag- 


oed  himself  capable  of  throwing  more  light 
^oa  tbe  qnestion  by  argument  alone.  He 
honid  prefer  to  state  a  fbw  facta,  and  refbr  to 
be  eonclDsioae  which  it  would  be  apparent 
rare  the  only  jnat  <mee  that  oodM  be  drawn 
him  there,  as  to  the  fallacy  of  that  reasoning 
rhich,  admitting  the  great  and  important  prin- 
iple  of  an  eqaaf  representation,  oontended  that 
hat  dCMndile  end,  in  onr  repabfioan  Qovern- 
oent,  oonld  he  attained  only  by  the  ertablish- 
nent  of  a  ratio  of  forty-four  thonsaud. 

We  hava  been  told  that  the  West  is  rapidly 
[rowing  npon  the  old  States,  and  that,  tnere- 
bre,  we  ongbt  not  to  regard  the  qoantmn  of 
traotloiiH.  why,  this  is  the  very  reason,  in  my 
iptnion,  why  we  should  gnard  against  an  nne- 
anal amonnt  of  nnrepresent«d  fractions ;  and  it 
t,  moreore^  tbe  very  reason  why  the  old 
Itatea  shonid  be  content  with  their  share  of  the 
mrepresented  fractions.  The  eDnmerations  of 
he  pojpnlations  of  1830  and  1830  show  at  onoe 
he  Macy  of  the  n^^nments  on  this  snbjeot. 
t,  by  the  emigration  trota  the  East  and  the 
ienth,  the  new  States  are  increasing  in  popoU- 
ion  with  a  rapidly  beyond  all  precedent  in 
he  history  of  toe  world,  the  old  States,  with  a 
bw  and  those  few  very  limited  eioeptjons  are 
lither  deoreasing  or  remaining  stationary.  The 
eanlt,  therefore,  of  large  fractions  being  thrown 
ipon  them,  is  oomparatively  of  little  oonse- 
[nenM ;  for,  if  wo  are-to  Jodse  hxnn  the  oensosee 
f  1820  and  16S0,  a  small  fraction  in  the  new 
ItatM  will  increase  in  ten  years  to  more  tlian 
ionhle  tbe  ratloof  representation  Itself;  whilst; 
D  the  dd  ones,  a  large  fraction  will  dther  be 
Ifantnlshed,  remain  stationary,  or,  oonstdering  it 
n  ttie  moat  favorable  ttolnt  of  view,  very  little, 
r  at  all,  exceed  the  r^o.  He  might  also  say, 
od  he  believed  that,  in  saying  so,  be  was  war- 
anted  by  tbe  facts  of  the  oase,  that  the  old 
ltat«^  even  at  the  present  time,  wonld  receive 
.  fhrther  benefit,  and  the  new  States  a  oorre- 


o  the  censas  of  1880,    Since  that  enumera- 


tion had  been  made,  vast  Qombers  of  persons 
had  migrated  to  the  West;  those  persons 
were  necessarily  added  to  the  existing  fractions 
in  the  West ;  and  the  mere  fact  of  their  having 
crossed  the  moDotains  since  the  censna  was 
taken,  operated  to  deprive  them  of  tiieir  equal 
weight  of  representation  on  this  floor.  Does 
not  this  affect  tbe  relative  strongth  of  the 
States  t  The  old  States,  though  loedng  a  port 
of  their  population,  wonld  retain,  at  any  ratio, 
the  number  of  their  population  in  18S0,  whilst 
the  West  would,  with  its  own  natural  increase, 
have  also  to  bear  the  fractional  weights  of  the 
redundant  popnlsUon  from  the  Bast  and  from 
the  South. 

Mr.  Adamb,  adverting  t«  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  and  to  an  allurion  made  about  tbe  same 
time  of  day,  by  Ur.  Wilds,  to  a  passage  in  the 
memoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Betz,  as  to  the 
influence  of  the  dining  hour  on  political  affura, 
said  that  his  memory  recurred  to  this  line  of  a 
British  poet : 

"And  wrelehes  hang,  that Jurjmen  may  dine." 

Admonished  by  this  remembrance  he  would 
delay  the  House  only  by  a  statement  or  two  in 
reference  to  the  observations  which  had  now 
been  made.  He  then  observed  that  the  argu- 
ment of  Mr.  StrraiBLuiD,  as  to  the  share  of 
Hew  Hampshire  among  the  Secretaries  of  de- 
partments, would  not  apply  to  MassaobusettB, 
He  then  quoted  the  language  of  the  constitution 
where  it  describes  the  qualifications  necessary 
to  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea, 
and,  remarking  that  it  did  not  contain  the 
slightest  allusion  to  the  plaoe  where  the  repre- 
sentative bad  been  bom,  inferred  that  tbe 
other  part  of  the  argument,  which  referred  to 
natives  of  New  En^and  representing  otha 
States,  and  being  heads  of  departmenta,  had  its 
origi^i  not  in  the  constitution,  but  in  the  proUfio 
brun  of  tbe  gentleman  tirom  Pennsylvama, 

He  then  briefiy  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
MoCabtt,  whether  it  might  not  be  out  of  com 
pasMon  to  the  old  thirteen  States,  or  from 
whatever  other  motive,  be  should  be  greatly 
obliged  to  gentiemen  if  they  wonld  leave  the 
representation  of  those  States  nninipaired.  He 
disclaimed  any  pretenmoo  or  demand  on  their 
behalf  to  any  favors.  All  they  asked  was  equal 
jostioe,  and  he  was  quite  as  sealon*  that  all  the 
other  States  should  rettun  their  present  number 
of  repreaentativea,  as  that  Maaaaobasetta  should. 
Tbe  question  with  the  Western  8tat«s  was,  not 
whether  they  should  lose  any  part  of  their  rep- 
resentation, but  how  much  they  should  gain. 


ber  44  should  produce  that  effect,  he 
had  not  the  smallest  objection.  He  then  prrA- 
sented  the  result  of  a  calculation,  contrasting 
the  effect  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  on  tbe  States 
from  which  the  members  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee who  reported  it  individnally  came,  with 
its  effect  on  those  States  who  considered  them- 
selves aggrieved.    He  found  that  there  wera 
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OQ  the  commltt««  one  geoUemaa  from  Tennefi- 
■ee,  one  fn)in  Feniiaylvania,  two  froin  New 
York,  one  from  Ohio,  and  one  from  Hune. 
Dividing  the  popolatioa  of  those  States,  respeo- 
tivelj,  b7  4d  as  a  ooromon  ratio,  he  found  tlie 
resnit  to  be,  that  Teuoemee  would  have  one 
representative  for  every  48,097 ;  FennsjlTaDia, 
one  for  every  48,14S ;  Kew  York,  one  for  every 
49,054 ;  Ohio,  one  for  every  49,267 ;  and  Hune, 
one  for  every  49,987.  Bat  what  wonld  be  the 
case  with  the  States  aggrieved?  Maryland 
wonld  have  one  representative  for  every  GO,  780 ; 
Kasaachnsetta,  one  for  every  60,867 ;  Kentocky, 
one  for  every  01,819  j  Greorgia,  one  for  every 
GS,72S ;  New  HampshlrB,  one  for  eveiy  68,606 ; 
and  Vermont,  one  for  every  08,181. 

Hr.  Bisiftow  said  that  as  the  gentleman 
from  KasHochDMtts  (Hr.  Adams)  had  gone  into 
a  calculation  to  show  that  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  (of  which  be  had  the  honor 
to  be  a  member,)  were  actnated  by  improper 
motivea,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  repel 
every  such  insinuation.  [Here  Ur.  Adajib  ez- 
pMned,  and  said  he  meant  no  impeachment  of 
the  committee.]  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts disclaims  any  intention  of  impeaching 
the  motives  of  the  committee,  but  the  gentle- 
man certainty  did  not  go  into  an  arithmetical 
calculation  to  show  that  the  States  which  had 
members  on  the  committee,  with  the  exception 
of  Louisiana,  had  a  greater  representation  given 
them  iu  the  bill,  at  the  ratio  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  proportion  to  their  population,  than 
any  other  States,  and  particularly  them,  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  and  other  States,  whose 
members  were  in  favor  of  44,000  as  the  ratio. 
The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  theee  calcula- 
tions of  the  gentleman,  could  not  be  mistaken ;  it 
muat  be  that  the  committee  were  governed  by 
interested  motives.  So  far  as  this  was  intended  to 
apply  to  the  two  members  who  were  on  that  com- 
mittee, from  the  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  represent,  (theStateof  New  York,)hetrasted 
he  should  l>e  able  to  show  that  whatever  might 
have  t>een  the  motives  of  the  other  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  committee,  tiie  members  from 
New  York  had  no  interest  to  promote  by  the 
ratio  of  48,000.  By  the  ratio  of  48,000,  which 
was  recommended  by  the  committee,  New  York 
wonld  have  the  greatest  possible  fraction  which 
she  could  have  by  any  ratio  which  had  been 
proposed.  There  was  only  one  other  ratio  that 
had  ever  been  contempIaUtd,  that  wonld  leave 
as  great  a  fraction  for  New  York,  as  48,000. 
That  ratio,  if  the  calculations  on  our  tables  are 
correct,  is  the  ratio  of  02,000,  which  wonld 
leave  precisely  the  same  fraction.  He  trusted, 
therefore,  he  had  been  able  to  show  that  the 
members  of  the  committee,  from  New  York, 
are  dear  of  any  just  charge  of  eelBshneeain  the 
conrse  they  took  in  the  committee.  It  is  true 
he  did  not  prefer  Uie  ratio  of  48,000,  being  in 
favor  of  one  much  higher.  He  had  intended, 
being  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  have 
made  some  remarks  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
different  propositions  which  had  beea  made; 


but  not  being  accustomed  to  speaking  bm,aj 
others  appearing  desiroos  of  beieg  kHiilli 
bad  not  tnought  proper  to  bouble  tbe  Bom 
except  in  the  way  of  self-defence.  He  itttd 
it  his  duty,  on  all  ocoaaioos,  to  r^el  tiij  iHi» 
ations  that  might  be  thrown  out,  whicb  iMi 
leave  any  impreenoa  upon  the  mindi  «f  lb 
public  at  Ui^  or  of  the  membcn  d  tt 
House,  that  he  was  ^vertied  by  any  aim 
not  honot»ble  to  himself,  or  jmt  Km*  | 
others.  ' 

Mr.  Polk  «1»o  reified  to  Ur.  Antm  Tk 
ratio  of  48  gave  Loninaoa  bat  one  rtpcuM 
tive  to  S7,O0O  persons,  yet  the  mento  fia 
that  State  hdd  been  in  &ror  of  it,  and  n^i 
Gut,  the  person  who  had  moved  it  in  Mosi' 
tee.  If  tne  gentleman  had  pnrsned  his  tiA 
tions  a  litHe  further,  he  wonld  have  fomid  M 
at  the  ratio  of  44,  a  representative  frgn  Ei' 
souri  would  have  66,000  oonHituents,  AlilMi^ 
63,000,  and  Illinois,  62,000.  Mr.  P.  funk 
stated  that  the  effect  of  48  wonld  be  to  |in  ■ 
the  Northern  section  of  the  Union  a  ftadiiari 
2,141 ;  to  ilie  Sonthem  section  of  i,7<ll:  »i 
to  the  Western  of  9,240,  while  the  remit  of  U 
would  be  to  allow  to  the  Northern  eccti«t 
fraction  of  1,607;  to  the  Western  of  1,1H; 
and  to  the  Sonthern  of  3,S61. 

The  questirai  was  thereupon  pot  on  Min 
out  forty-eight  thoDsand  and  insnting  b^ 
four  thousand,  and  decided  in  the  afBtiastin^ 
yeas  9a — nays  96. 

FmoAT,  Febmaiy  8. 

Fonlwvton's  CwtaiMal  SirtUag. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Lonisiaoa,  asked  the  eaa^ 

eration  of  the  following  joint  resolntiOTi,  nw"' 

by  him  some  days  unoe : 

Remlttd,  Thu  if  (he  Senate  concw  bcrda,  i  ja* 
committee  of  the  two  HoDses  be  niaed,  for  tk  (^ 
pose  of  inquirine  into  tbe  expadlGDCjof  ed«biin( 
the  ceatenniil  birthda;  of  General  George  VutiK 

The  House  having  ccmsented  to  eonsdtrtk 
resolution, 

Mr.  Adams  snj^ge^ed  to  the  mover  to  ninfr 
his  rescdotkin  by  striking  ont  the  wwd  "6*- 
eral." 

Mr.  TsoMAS  aooepted  the  modifictfkuL 

Mr.  Tatlob  sne«««ted  that  the  reMlitio^l* 
further  modified,  by  striking  out  the  »«*•  "■ 
the  Swiate  concur  herwn,"  which  was  »1»  f 
cepted  by  thi  mover. 

Mr.  Adaib  thonriit  it  wonld  have  beaMt> 
to  have  retained  Uie  word  "General,"  m**" 
sert  before  it  the  word  "  M^Jor,"  »  »■  * 
read  "M^  General  Gaoige  Warinagt* 
He  considered  this  proper,  because  tbe  fe>^ 
General  Washington  rested  chiefly  on  bii  "»" 
tary  servloos,  and  Mr.  M.  moved  the  aHosBfl 


Mr.  ADiKsswdthathebad  twomotiniw 
the  sD^estion  he  had  preriondy  itait^ 
first  waa,  that  whatever  mi^t  he  tbe  MW" 
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rvn  qoita  u  Importaut,  and  u  worthj 
BHnontioii,  u  ail  milltor?  achtoTenieDtH.  If^ 
km,  the  rMolntion  ihoold  be  m  framed  as  to 
ATS  rafoniiHM  OCilj  to  hia  inUiUl7  Hrrioea,  Ita 
flbot  wonld  be,  BO  far  as  the  reoolntioD  wa* 
oneerned,  to  ent  off  one-half  of  hia  merit — hia 
Mond-motire  was  to  give  the  reaolntioii  giin- 
ilicity.  The  aimple  name,  "Geoi^  Waahing- 
DD,"  axprMMd  more  thaa  If  it  were  acoom- 
MBwd  with  ft  whole  volnme  of  titlei,  eirll  or 
aiUtarr- 

]Ir.  AiuiB  made  a  nplj ;  no  part  of  which 
oold  b«  heard. 

The  Speaker,  not  haTing  beard  the  geotle- 
aan,  inqidred  whether  he  withdrew  hia  amend- 
oent;  to  which  qnerttou  be  waa  imd«ratood  as 
•pi  jing  in  ttt  anirmaliTe. 

(hi  tb«  motiona  of  Mr.  TA^TLon  and  Hr.  Eo- 
lAX,  the  phrBaeologT  of  the  reaolntioa  waa 
'-  '  -  >  aa  to  read  aa followa : 


SaeliMi,  That  a  Joint  cotnmittte  of  the  two 
lonMS  be  appoiated,  for  the  purpose  of  making  ir- 
BDnmenti  Tor  tha  celebra^on  of  the  centeanlal 
lirttdaj  of  Qeorge  WMhington. 

In  whieh  form  it  waa  adopted  almost  nnani- 
■Malr  i  tod,  on  motion  of  Ifr.  WioKLmrc,  it 
ras  i^tered  to  a  o(miniitte«  of  twentj-four, 
■ne  member  from  «aoh  Stato. 

(The  following  gentlemen  composed  the  oom- 
oittee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
iyea,Tir: 

ICr.  Tboku,  of  Ixnisiana,  ICr.  AKoxnaoir,  of 
Caine,  Mr.  Hcbbabd,  Hi.  Adaiib,  Mr.  Bonan, 
(r.  HnmiNaTOK,  Mr.  Hukt,  Mr.  OAjniuLKNa, 
£r.  L.  OoKPtiTT,  Hr.  HuHUBBBBa,  Mr.  Muu- 
>ui,  Mr.  HowuD,  Mr.  MoOor,  of  Virginia, 
ii.  Hall,  of  North  Oarolina,  Mr.  Dhattoit, 
ilr.  TsOKPsoir,  of  Q«0)^a,  Mr.  WioxLirFB,  "ill. 
Jbu,  Mr.  Vasob,  Mr.  Boon,  Mr.  Pldvbbb,  Mr, 
ywKux,  Mr.  Olat,  Mr.  Abblbt.] 

TirMDAT,  FebniM7  Y. 
AfporUonmtnt  BUI. 

The  qnestioa  waa  still  on  Mr.  HuBBABn'a 
notum  to  Bx  the  ratio  at  44,000. 

Mr.  Watmodoh  aaid  he  had  intended  to  ^ve 
>  iilsot  TOte  on  the  qnestioa  nnder  discnmoti, 
nt  the  peooliar  oircamatanoea  in  which  he  bad 
Dud  huudf  placed,  iodnoed  him  to  ask  the 
odnlgenoe  of  the  Honse,  while  he  stated  the 
aatOBB  of  the  sereral  votas  which  he  hod  given, 
ad  tlie  priooipiea  which  oompellsd  him  to  stand 
lone  as  respected  hia  own  delegation.  He 
boold  do  this  aa  candself  as  poaeible,  not  in 
he  hope  of  enlightening  the  Hoose,  or  clianging 
be  final  vote  of  any  gentleman  on  this  floor ; 
wt  rather  with  ibie  view  of  making  himself 
listinctlr  nnderatood  as  well  here,  among  his 
MHtorable  colleagnea,  for  whose  opinions  he  en- 
wtained  the  hi^eat  regard,  as  athome,  among 
bote  who  were  juatlr  eiitltl«d  to  be  iufonned 
VocXI^-BT 


of  his  sentimenta  npon  all  great  topics,  and  of 
the  particular  gronnds  he  took  in  reference  to 
the  Tcry  important  one  now  before  the  Honse, 
in  which  he  conceived  them  to  be  so  deeply 
eonoeraed. 
In  the  humble  view  I  take  of  this  matter,  I 


utmost  business  limits,  before  sny  partial  e 
pression  can  or  oogbt  to  be  taken,  particularly 
on  this  floor,  of  the  ansonndaen  or  inexpediency 
of  the  principle  of  increase.  It  li  nnqaestion- 
able  that  this  inorease  mnst  take  place  at  a 
period  of  time  not  very  remote,  to  an  extant 
mnch  greater  than  that  now  called  tor  by  the 
amendment  proposed — that  it  will  reach  even 
double  that  number,  even  within  thit  probable 
duration  of  the  Uvea  of  many  boDOrnble  mem- 
bers, now  within  these  waU&  I  can  hare  no 
doubt.  Is  it  not,  therefbre,  better  that  thia 
great  experiment  of  representative  Govern- 
ment should  be  Wriy  tried,  now,  while  our 
bleeaed  oonotry  is  in  a  state  of  comparaUve  in- 
nocence and  Ttrtnet  Is  it  not  better  that  it 
should  commence  now,  nnder  the  most  favor- 
able cironmstanoea,  and  progress  gradnally  wiUi 
the  inorease  of  our  nopulation,  the  enlargement 
of  our  intereala,  and  tne  growth  of  mental  im- 
provement throngbont  onr  land !  Or,  sir,  shall 
we,  acting  under  a  fatal  Ulnsion,  consent  to 
poatpone  tnis  Increase  to  a  period  when  tioen- 
tionaness  shall  hare  in  some  measare  displaced 
lliat  aober  sense  of  liberty  which  now  charac- 
terizes onr  people!  When  the  bright  light 
which  has  hitherto  Illnmed  &e  paUi  of  ov 
pablio  eouncila  shall,  perhaps  in  the  too  natural 
course  of  events,  have  faded  and  become  dim 
as  it  recedes  from  tbat  immortal  source  from 
whence  it  first  drew  its  existence?  When 
avarice  shall  have  corroded  the  hearts  of  onr 
countrymen,  and  expelled  the  elevated  spirit  of 

SaMotism  which  actuated  onr  forefathers  t 
'r  the  love  of  power,  almost  the  first  principle 
developed  jn  onr  infancy,  and  in  nations  as  in 
individnals,  maoifeiting  itself  in  a  due  ratio 
with  the  means  to  grat^y  it,  ahall  have  tamed 
the  minds  of  men  from  the  pure  and  simple 
contemplation  of  republican  integrity )  Or, 
nntil  ambition,  whether  of  a  civil  or  military 
cliaracter,  shall  have  infnsed  ita  poison  into  the 
body  politic  t  Or  the  increased  meana  of  Inxo- 
rioQs  udnlgence  shall  have  enervated  the  minds 
and  debased  the  characters  of  our  youth,  and 
disqoalified  them  for  that  career  of  public  nse- 
fnlneas  which  is  now  open  to  all  of  themt 
Then,  too.  when  added  t«  other  evils,  the  spirit 
of  dissension  shall  reign  paramount,  and  place 
inSDperable  bars  to  the  union  of  men  to  effect 
any  tandable  design  whatever.  I  tmst  not, 
sir,  I  tiiink  it  will  hardly  be  contended  that 
this  is  the  course  it  tieoomes  ns  to  adopt.  The 
people  have  placed  ns  here  as  sentinels  upon 
the  great  bulwark  of  their  liberties.  And,  sir, 
they  will  expect  at  onr  hands  the  establishment 
of  every  gnaranty  by  which  those  liboliea  en 
beaeoured. 


,Co(?g[c 
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Bnt,  aiid  Ur.  W.,  not  ooly  ia  the  present  in- 
oreMe  expedient  I  consider  it  a  positive  ne- 
oesaity  analog  from  oar  form  of  QovemmeDt, 
ud  porelf  incidental  to  the  expandon  of  oar 
pupalation,  and  of  the  Tast  interests  inToWed 
therein.  It  was  Rptly  and  profonndly  remarked 
Ij  the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  WiLLiLXB,)  that  the  bill  before  the 
House  ioTolved  the  fundamental  principles  of 
oar  Government,  and  as  snch  it  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached. J  agree  tltogetber  nitb  the  honor- 
able gentteniao,  and  as  snch  onlv  can  I  consent 
to  approach  it.  In  vain  have  1  endeavored  to 
discover  a  single  argnment  caloelated  to  io- 
▼alidate  tliis  position  of  the  ftiends  of  a  low 
ratio.  Objections  have  been  urged  against  in- 
oreaee,  arising  from  the  form  and  constraction 
of  this  Hall.  I  agree  with  my  honorable 
fiiend  from  North  CHTolina,  (if  b;  that  title  he 
will  allow  me  to  call  him,)  that  it  would  be 
better,  far  better,  to  level  this  splendid  edifice 
to  the  gronnd,  rather  than  let  it  stand  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  fall  representation  of 
the  whole  people  of  this  Union.  Better,  sir, 
revert  to  the  primeTal  umplicity  of  onr  Saxon 
ancestors  of  old,  or  onr  red  brethren  of  the  far 
West,  and  meet  in  onr  "  conneil  of  wise  men," 
nnder  the  broad  canopy  of  heaven. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  striking  out  forty- 
eight  tbonsand,  and  inserting  forty-foor  thon- 
sand,  and  decided  In  the  negative— yeas  88, 
nays  103. 


Wbdhxsdat,  Febraary  8. 
Sep«rt  on  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  MoDnniK,  from  tlie  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  the  following  hill : 
A  Bill  to  Reduet  mJ  BqualUe  Ot  J)ulUi  on  Tm- 
porU. 

&  it  tnaetej,  Ac,  Tbat,  from  and  aiUr  the 
80th  day  of  June  next,  there  ihalt  be  leilsd,  col- 
lected, and  piid,  on  all  iron  and  steel,  wit,  sugar, 
cotton  bagging,  bemp,  flax,  and  nunurocMres  of 
Iron,  cotton,  and  wool,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  dut[es  oC  twenty-BTs  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
and  no  more,  unlil  the  SOth  of  June,  1SS3 ;  after 
which,  the  said  duties  shall  be  eighteen  and  three- 
fourths  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more,  until 
the  SOth  of  June,  1834 ;  after  which,  the  said  duties 
Bhatl  be  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
and  DO  more. 

And  b*  it  maettd.  That,  from  and  after  the  tOth 
day  of  June  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected, 
and  pud,  on  all  other  merchandise  imported  Into 
the  United  States,  twelve  and  ■  half  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  and  no  more;  eioept  such  articles  as  are 
now  imported  free  of  dutj,  or  at  a  lower  rate  of  ad 
valorem  duty  tluu  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum. 

The  above  bill  (which  was  twice  read  and 
oommitted)  was  accompanied  by  a  report  of 
oonsidersble  length.    When  it  was  announced, 

Mr.  Inoebsoll  said  he  would  avdl  himself  of 
the  present  moment  to  state  to  the  Honse  that  be 
differed  loUf  ealo  from  the  minority  of  the  com- 


mittee by  whom  the  report  had  been  mad 
was  true  he  stood  in  a  small  minority  m  Ik 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueaus  on  this  qots^ 
only  onegentleman,  the  honorable  memberfrga 
Peansylvania,  (Ur.  Gilhobb,)  agreeing  wA 
him  in  committee  in  r^ord  to  the  protecm 
policy  of  the  conntry.  He  had  beard  the  reprt 
read  but  onoe,  and  had  no  opportunity  tDt^ 
amine  it  before  its  introduction  ;  it  was  a  hi; 
manuscript  of  some  thirty  pages,  and  fortboltai 
would  be  necessary  before  fl»e  minority  woril 
be  able  to  prepare  a  counter  report,  exnre^ 
their  views,  which  they  intandtal  to  do  b■^ 
after.  He  considered  the  principles  of  than- 
port  and  the  occompauyiQg  bill  as  aiming  it  Ai 
subversion  of  the  mannfactoring  interMi,tit 
great  meohanical  interests,  and,  he  miglit  sM, 
the  navigating  interests  too,  at  least  so  far  a  At 
fisheries  are  concerned,  for  the  levelling  dw- 
trines  pnt  forth  make  no  dis^«tion  on  tb>  irii 
of  duties  on  any  kind  of  import*,  however  ft«r 
might  bear  on  either  of  those  great  iotwcsttn- 
ferredto:  all  were  brought  down  to  twdnai 
a  half  per  cent.,  thus  uprooting  the  esriicat  mj 
wisest  policy  of  the  repnblic  He  fdt,  IIhr- 
fore,  bound,  in  common  with  his  friend  &• 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Gilhokb,)  to  inert  the  » 
port  with  a  protest  at  ita  first  iatrodncdonhm 
as  they  had  done  in  the  committee  roots,  ai 
should  reserve  to  himself  and  his  anooan 
who  went  with  him,  the  right  of  preseolii! 
their  objectjons  moreindet^  hereafter,  ndii 
a  more  formal  manner. 

Mr.  VsBFLUiox  remarked  that  he,  too,  i<> 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Uw^ 
muat  aak  to  be  indnlged  in  the  swne  prink^ 
which  he  had  jnat  clamed  for  one  of  bii  c«- 
leagues  on  the  committ«e,  and  to  expnssla 
own  diasant  from  the  report  Jnst  niade  by  l^ 
churman.  It,  however,  was  his  misfbrtoHa 
this  occasion  to  oconpy  a  dngolar  and  lolitaT 
position  on  the  committee,  differing  very  widelj 
from  the  views  of  thoee  with  whom  be  ^ 
often  before  acted  on  similar  occasions,  witbc* 
agreeing  with  the  principles  and  objecO  of  tW 
minority  who  ably  reprwent^d  the  mannfsa*- 
ing  interests.  The  report  made  by  the  (to- 
man, and  in  which  the  three  tionthem  menboi 
of  the  committee  hod  concurred  with  him.  M*- 
tiuned  manyprincipleaandargnnientsin  wUA 
said  Mr.  V.,  1  fully  agr«e;  but  I  most  wboDj 
protest  against  mnch  of  it,  which  represaB 
the  great  burden  of  the  existing  tariff  law  » 
falling  almost  exclnsively  in  heavy  taitfi* 
upon  the  planting  or  cotton  exporting  SctM 
whilst  the  Northern  and  Middle  Statee  iMO" 
from  it  nothing  but  benefits.  I  osnoot  MOt 
to  any  report  on  this  subject,  which  6fm»'* 
omits  to  notice  the  heavy  weight  Ivd  b^* 
extravagant  and  ill-judged  tariff  npon  iImAm 
laborer  of  the  North ;  the  effect  prodnwi  is 
diminishing  ^e  r^  reward  and  wages  <tf  f"* 
labor;  to  say  nothing  of  ita  operation  QpoecoD- 
mercial  enterprise.  If  I  could  think  tint  o; 
opinions  on  these  and  other  points  on  ^^~: 
dlffarwl  f^m  my  colletigaca  on  both  adti  of W 


1«83.] 


DEBATES  OF  COSGBBSS. 

sai. 


[B.  or  R. 


MDUiiittee,  were  in  aaj  eeote  original  or  peon' 
l«r,  I  oonld  not  have  Uiongfat  of  indotgliig  anj 
>riae  of  opinioo,  I^  thos  obtruding  tbem  upon 
lie  Hoose.  Bat  I  uu  confident,  thftt  if  slone 
a  these  views  in  the  oommittM  room,  I  am  not 
<o  in  this  Hodm.  At  anj  rate,  I  am  ssre  that 
[  ezprees  the  conviction  of  »  aomeroiu  and  in- 
«Iiigent  bod/  of  my  own  immediate  conititQ' 
tnta,  Etnd  of  no  inoonBiderahle  nomber  of  other 
raloable  citizens  of  the  Btat«  I,  in  part,  repre- 

Smi  Ibia  report  contains  much  higher  matter 
-^nanj  weighty  opinions  and  argaments  laoidl  j 
ind  powerfiilly  nrged — arguments  iliat,  If  erro- 
leona,  (as  I  think  they  portly  ore,}  are  jet  en- 
ntled  to  the  most  serious  considerMion  of  the 
Maple  of  this  Union,  aa  eipresaing  the  deliber- 
ite  and  deep-felt  convictions  of  a  great  body  of 
Jieir  brethren.  It  is  for  these  reasons  tl:^  I 
<hall,  as  soon  as  it  is  in  order,  move  for  the 
>rinting  of  five  thoosand  additjonal  oopiea  for 
tisthbution.  In  the  mean  time,  I  most  make 
liis  personal  protest  as  to  uach  of  its  doctrines, 
reserving  to  myself  the  right  of  doing  it  here- 
tfter  in  a  more  forma.',  manner,  by  a  coonter 
r^ort,  or  npon  the  fioor  of  this  Hoose. 


^ree  to  the  expediency  of  iDtrodnoiDg  it 
brni,  whatever  I  might  have  thoaght  of  it 
lieoreticalty,  and  onder  other  oircumstances. 
Trom  thelow  point  of  final  reduotioD  proposed, 
lie  rapidity  of  redaction,  and  the  sweeping  ex- 
«nt  of  its  operation,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to 
>Q'er  any  satisfactory  basis  for  the  a^JostiDBDt 
>f  that  diBtorbing  qnestion  which  threatens  to 
rend  this  nation.  For  such  an  adjostment  I 
mA  hoped  at  the  beginning  of  this  session.  I 
itill  hope  Sot  it,  though  often  fearing  that  I  am 
loping  against  hope.  Yet  I  do  still  look  aronnd 
ne,  and  especially  to  some  parts  of  this  House 
—[here  ICr.  V.  appeared  to  address  the  cliair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  MouafactureeJ — witii 
Ihe  stiung  hope  of  yet  partioipatiog  in  a  coarse 
af  legi^tion  oonceived  in  the  spirit  of  peace, 
ind  resalting  in  peace.  Until  then  I  mnsC  pro- 
test against  being  oon^dered  a  party  to  aay 
measure  or  aoj  expression  of  opinion  oalcolated 
to  prevent  or  delay  sooh  measures. 
The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed, 

S^ort  an  SUam  Carria^tt. 

Mr.  Mkbocb,  from  llie  Committee  on  Roads 
md  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

RetoUtd,  Th«t  the  report  of  s  Select  Commitlec  of 
he  Home  of  Commons  of  Great  Briuin,  bearine 
kte  October  tSth,  18S1,  on  the  use  of  steam  csr- 
riagM  OQ  commoQ  nwds,  vith  the  minutes  of  evi- 
Isiue,  and  af^adix  sttaehed  thereto,  be  printed. 

Ur.  Sphoht  was  sot  disposed  to  cavil  at  any 
neons  l^  which  information  might  be  afforded 
a  the  House ;  but  when  called  upon  to  vote 
iwftj  a  portion  of  the  pnblio  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pKnting  a  work,  he  thought  it  due  to 
himself,  and  to  those  whom  be  represented,  to 


ascertain  what  v  __  ._. 

the  public,  for  wbEch  a  disbursement  ol 
public  money  was  sought.  He  shonld  bke  tlie 
work  in  qnestion  to  ba  Isid  on  the  table,  that 
members  micht  have  an  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining and  jua^ng  for  themselvee  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  making  an  appropriation  of  the  public 
money  for  the  purpose  of  printioit  it. 

Mr.  MiBotn  said  that  [be  information  con- 
tained in  the  report  could  not  be  otherwise 
obtuned  at  an  expense  short  of  three  thoasan^ 
doUars.  It  was  a  proposition  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Internal  Improvements,  not  one  of  his. 

Mr,  HowABD  snggested  to  the  gentiemon  f  rom 
Virginia  the  propriety  of  amending  his  motion, 
so  as  to  have  an  eitra  number  of  copies  printed. 

Mr.  MaBCKBsaidthat,actingiinder  the  orders 
of  the  committee,  he  could  not  at  that  time 
offer  snch  on  amendment;  when  the  copies 
ordered,  however,  should  besupplied,  a  motion 
might  be  made  for  printing  an  extra  number, 
if  gentlemen  thought  proper. 

Mr.  MnosBLL  was  quite  as  anxious  that  the 
House  should  be  well  informed  on  every  snl^ect 
as  any  ^ntleman  on  that  floor ;  but  he  thought 
they  might  as  well  publish  a  book  on  matLe- 
matics  at  the  public  expense,  as  the  subject  be- 
fbre  tbem.  He  thought  they  could  only  au- 
thorize the  printing  of  such  works  as  sprung 
immediately  ont  of  subjects  before  the  House; 
and  such  was  not  the  case  with  the  report  in 
qnestion. 

Mr.  EvzBiTT  would  offer  one  or  two  obser- 
vations. It  was  bat  a  week  since  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  moved  for 
the  printing  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
British  House  of  Parliament  on  the  subject  of 
the  cholera  morbos;  and  a  genUeman  from 
New  York  had  subsequentiy  moved  the  print- 
ing of  a  naraber  of  extra  copies.  Nogentlemaa 
had,  on  those  occarions,  objected  to  tne  consti- 
tutionality of  appropriating  public  monev  for 
the  printing  of  works  on  medicine  or  nosology. 
He  would  not  be  nndersUwd  to  place  those 
matters  which  affected  the  health  or  life  of  the 
community,  on  a  parity  with  those  relating  to 
internal  improvements;  bntitmuatbeadmitted 
that  every  thing  which  could  facilitate  the  lat- 
ter, was  of  great  interest  and  imporbuoe  to  the 
whole  commonwealth. 

Apportienmtnt  Bill. 

The  question  depending  at  the  time  of  ad- 
Jonrnment  yesterday  was  on  striking  ont  the 
ratio  of  48,000,  and  inserting  4fi,000. 

The  qnestion  npon  this  amendment  waa 
forthwith  taken  withont  debate,  and  decided  In 
the  nemtive — yeas  86,  nays  118. 

Mr.  DoDDRiDOB  moved  to  strike  ont  48,000, 
and  insert  46,000. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived — yeas  71, 
n^ll6. 

Mr.  Vasob  then  moved  44,400  as  a  snbsti- 
tnle  for  the  ratio  of  48,000. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  tban  rose,  aai. 
addressed  tiie  House  as  follows: 
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Mr.  Speakw :  Aa  this  is  probsblj  the  last 
opportonftj  whiob  viU  be  afiorded  fur  prosect- 
ing  to  the  HoQM  consfderations  id  behalf  of 
those  StAt«a  which  are  agerieved  bj  the  ratio 
of  repreaentatioD  fixed  in  the  bill  reported  bf 
the  committee,  I  feel  mjself  impelled,  b;  an  ir- 
resistible sense  of  dntj,  to  offer  some  remarks; 
in  doing  which,  however,  I  promise  not  to  tres- 
pass long  npoD  the  indnlgence  of  the  House. 

In  tlie  firat  place,  I  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  HooBe  to  the  hardship  of  the  case  of  the 
Btat«s  agniered.  Some  days  since,  after  a  long 
ud  fidl  aisonssiou  of  the  Question  between  the 
number  of  48,000  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  of  44,000,  which  will  leave  every  State 
withont  onrtoUment  trf'  her  representation  upon 
this  floor,  tJie  House  did  decide,  by  a  vote  of 
ninety-eight  to  ninety-six,  in  favor  of  the  latter 
number ;  a  vote  by  which,  I  did  flatter  mrsel^ 
that  those  who  had  the  power  of  life  and  death 
in  their  bands  woold  permit  ns  all  to  live — for 
to  take  away  from  any  State  of  the  Union  a 
part  of  her  representation  in  this  House,  is  to 
taka  tram  her  a  part  of  her  life. 

The  next  day,  iiowever,  a  respected  member 
from  Pennsylvania,  for  whose  vote  I  had  felt 
grateful  the  day  before,  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  that  vote ;  I  took  the  liberty  to  inqnire  what 
were  bis  reasons  for  moving  that  reconsidera- 
tion ;  he  answered  that  it  was  because  there 
were  members  present  who  had  been  absent 
the  day  before,  end  who  wished  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  upon  the  question.  They  did 
vote,  and  the  decision  of  the  preceding  day  was 
reversed  by  >  vote  of  one  hundred  to  ninety- 
fonr.  Bat  observe,  sir,  that  the  nnmher  of 
voters  was  prei^sely  the  same.  If  these  new 
members  had  come  in  to  vote  the  seoond  day, 
there  was  an  equal  number  who  had  voted  the 
day  before,  and  who  were  then  absent;  so  that 
we  had  not  only  to  contend  with  the  new 
comers,  bnt  lost^  by  absence,  votes  which  had 
been  given  for  ns  tihe  day  before.  We  also  lost 
two  votes  from  Pennsylvania,  which  had  been 
with  us  the  preceding  day,  but  were,  on  the 
reoonsideration,  ag^nst  ns.  The  decision  of 
the  question,  then,  is  in  the  will  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. To  her  were  the  aggrieved  States  in- 
debted for  the  decinon  in  ueir  favor ;  to  her 
must  they  attribute  the  reversal  of  thatdecision. 

In  the  debate  of  the  day  upon  which  we 
were  so  fortunate  as  tocarry  the  ratio  of  44,000, 
I  had  taken  the  occasion  to  remark  the  singular 
coinddeooe  between  the  com  position  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  and  the  number 
of  48,000  flied  as  the  ratio  of  the  representation 
in  it.  The  churman  of  the  committee  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  There  were  on 
the  committee  one  member  fh>ra  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  two  from  New  York,  one  from 
Ohio,  one  from  Maine,  and  one  trom  Ixmisiana. 
These  six  States  have  now  ninety-three  members 


Hampshire,  Hassachnsetts,  Vermont,  Maryland, 
Georpa,  and  Kentucky,  have  only  fifty-four 


members.  The  two  States  of  Kew  Tort  Hd 
Pennsylvania  alone  have  sixty  tnemben — si 
more  than  the  aggregate  number  of  the  si  ■■ 
Jnred  States.  Ftecnrring  again  to  the  ratio  » 
ported  by  llie  committee,  it  will  be  naen  that,  U 
the  State  of  Lonisiaoa,  there  is  scsroely  uj 
difi'erence  between  the  ratio  reported,  and  ihtt 
now  proposed  in  its  stead ;  nor  ia  tb<f«  any 
material  difi'erence  to  the  Sules  of  Xer 
York,  Ohio,  and  Mwne.  But  with  the  Slatt  rf 
Tennessee,  to  which  the  chairman  of  the  ton- 
mittee  belongs,  and  with  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  of  which  one  member  of  the  committn 
is  a  citizen,  the  case  is  not  the  sanie.  So  f& 
cnliarly  adapted  is  the  reported  number  of  4S,- 
000  to  the  returns  of  the  census  from  those  t¥i 
States,  that  it  gives  to  Tennessee  thirt«<i 
members,  with  a  popnlation  of  63S,263  ;  and  t* 
Massachusetts  only  twelve  mMnbers,  with  t 
popnlation  of  610,407.  It  gives  toPennaylrau 
twenty-eight  members,  one  for  every  48,111 
souls  in  the  State,  and  to  Vermont  only  Svt 
members,  or  one  for  every  66,131  sooh.  li 
tbis  what  the  constitution  prescribes — a  repre- 
sentation according  to  nnmberaT  The  Stan 
of  New  York  did  not  carve  for  herself.  Here 
is  littie  difference  between  the  two  tmmbento 
her,  and  we  find  her  members  on  thai  floiX 


the  dictatoreea  of  this  apportionment?  ^ 
has  twenty-six  members  on  this  floor.  "WA 
one  or  two  exceptione,  she  has  voted  in  fiti 
phalanx  a^inst  us.  One  of  her  nwmlxt^ 
(Colonel  Wathodoh,)  indeed,  has  nnifbmlr 
voted  in  favor  of  the  injured  States.  He  gf* 
us  yesterday  his  opinions,  in  a  manner  to  whici 
the  Douse,  and  I  trust  the  nation,  will  do  Jm- 
tice.  Whatever  the  efiect  of  the  vote  now  ts 
be  given  may  be,  his  opinions  were  delivered  ii 
a  manner  honorable  to  himself^  and  wfai^  wiQ 
reflect  honor  upon  hisoonstitaents.  There  v« 
no  selfish  or  contracted  principle  of  exclosn- 
nesa  in  his  system ;  it  was  founded  oa  th«  porctf 
basis  of  republicanism — on  those  principles  at 
conciliation  and  of  mutual  ooncemion  whilk 
ought  to  govern  all  the  councils  of  this  TJntoa, 
and  of  which  we  have  more  than  ever  need  * 
this  time.  With  that  exception,  and  one  mor^ 
yielded  for  one  day,  and  then  detisive  in  oar 
favor — but,  I  lament  to  say,  the  next  day  wilt 
drawn,  with  like  bnt  opposite  effect — with  om 
or  two  of  these  exceptions,  Peimsylvauia  hn 
moved  in  solid  column  to  eust^n  the  rdi« 
which  suits  herself  and  which  is  so  nneqoiltv 
op[)ressive  on  six  of  the  smaller  States  ot  ttN 
Union.  I  do  not  mean  to  complain  of  the  boa- 
orable  memhera  from  Pennsylvania.  I  mo^ 
state  and  lamentthe  fact.  TbeyhavadonbtleM 
done  what  they  consider  to  be  their  dnty.  it 
the  representative  of  a  portion  of  the  pccfile  </ 
a  State  wbioh  at  the  first  organization  of  iliii 
Qovemment  had  a  representation  in  this  Hoin 
of  numbers  equal  to  hers,  now  reduced  till 
divided  into  the  condition  of  a  small  Stit^I 
observe  with  no  inridiona  feeling  that  swc1Bd( 
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tide  of  proaperitf  which  has  yielded  ao  lai^  u) 
iacreaae  to  tier  representation  here ;  but  U  the 
effect  of  that  increase  is  to  b«  what  we  are  now 
witaessiog,  I  uk  gentlemen  to  coneider  what 
the  condition  of  the  smaller  States  of  the  Union 
will  be.  Oace  in  every  ten  jean  to  have  the 
apportionment  of  their  representative  numbers 
fixed  with  extreme  partiality  and  laequality  by 
one,  or  certainly  hy  a  combination  of  two  of 
the  largest  States  I  What,  for  instance,  could 
resist  uie  combination  of  the  two  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  even  now  retnm- 
ing  sixty  votes  in  this  Eonse,  to  establish  any 
ratio  of  representation  which  should  precisely 
Bnit  themsetvea,  and  at  the  same  time  tavor  one 
portion  of  the  smaller  States,  to  the  grievons 
oppression  of  another  t  If  this  example  ahoold 
now  be  set,  how  mnch  more  at  the  mercy  of 
those  States  will  the  rest  be,  with  their  In- 
creased preponderance  at  the  next  apportion- 
ment ten  years  hence ;  and  how  can  the  smaller 
States  expect  ever  to  obtain  relief! 

Mr.  CuDLTxa  replied  at  some  length,  and 
■nhmitted  his  reasons  Ebr  resisting  the  appeal 
of  Ur.   *""",  and  for  opposing  Qi^  amend- 

Ur.  Clat  and  Ur.  Polk  also  opposed  the 
amendment,  and llrWaTnKjUr,  LETOBSB,Ur. 
Cabsov,  and  Hr.  Sladi  advocated  it 

At  length,  after  loud  calls  for  the  question, 
the  question  was  taken— yeas  67,  nays  97. 

Tlie  Honse  being  equally  dinded,tlie  Speaker 
voted  in  the  afBrmatlve,  and  decided  the  ques- 
tion in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Ur.  Tatlob  then  rose,  and  s^d  there  had 
been  no  opportunity  for  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  a  ratio  larger  than  that  reported  in 
the  bill,  and  to  set  at  that  object,  ha  moved  to 
recommit  the  biU  to  aSelect  Clommittee,  with  in- 
stmciiona  to  strike  ont  the  ratio  of  M,400,  and 
insert  S8,000.  This  ratio,  he  said,  would  fpve 
the  least  poadble  Inorease  to  the  present  nomber 
of  representatives,  namely,  one  member. 

JLt.  Bbioob  moved  an  adjournment  Lost — 
yeaa  89.  nays  103. 


Ur.  ItmsBxu-  of  Sooth  Carolina,  renewed 
the  motion  to  a^nm ;  which  was  also  nega- 
tived. 

The  qaeetion  on  the  motion  for  reoommit- 
Doeat,  was  decided  in  the  n^[atiTe — yeas  56, 
OMjm  129. 

Tbdbsdat,  Febraary  i. 
Stsam  Oarriaget  on  Seadi. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Uebceb,  from  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Internal  Improvementa,  to  print  the 
■eport  of  the  British  Hoose  of  Commons  on  the 
mDject  of  the  operation  of  steam  carriages  on 
■oods,  coming  up, 

Vir.  CuiBBBLKNo  thonght  that  if  it  were 
HXtper  to  appropriate  five  thonsand  dollars  an- 
iiuulf  for  the  purpose  of  a  librai?  for  the  nse 


of  Congress,  it  was  equally  proper  to  vote  for 
an  appropriation  which  would  dlS^iae  informa- 
tion, universally  useful,  not  only  amonsst  the 
members  uf  that  Ilonse,  bnt  throughout  tiie  na- 
tion. He  would  go  as  far  as  the  gentieman 
from  Soutli  Carolina,  who  spoke  npon  this  sub- 
ject on  a  precedioK  day,  as  to  the  constitutional 
qutislion,  Dut  he  aid  not  conader  the  present 
would  be  an  infringement  on  the  principle*  d 
the  constitution,  if  the  annua]  vote  of  five  thon- 
sand dollars  for  the  Library  of  Congress  waa 
not  BO  considered. 

Hr.  HiTcnaix,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
not  objected  to  the  oonstitutionality  of  the 
propoflitioo,  but  to  its  expediency.  He  was  as 
great  an  advocate  for  free  trade  as  the  gentie- 
man  ftom  New  York  was  for  internal  improve* 
ments ;  bat  he  should  not  feel  himself  Jiutified 
in  calling  on  that  Honse  to  appropriat«  money 
for  the  printing  of  a  work,  containing  an  ex- 
position of  the  advantages  of  fi'ee  trade.  And 
what  waa  the  work  before  them  but  a  work  on 
mechanics) 

Ur.  Dr&ttos  was  willing  that  the  same 
course  should  be  pnrsned  as  to  the  present 
work,  which  was  adopted  as  to  others  imported 
fiMm  the  other  side  of  the  wal«r.  Be  wonld 
vote  to  put  it  in  the  Library. 

Ur.  UxBoss  hoped  that  if  he  oonld  showtliat 
gentlemen  had  wholly  misconceived  the  merita 
of  the  proportion,  they  wonld  assent  to  the 
motion  to  print  the  document  before  them. 
That  House  was  frequenUy  called  npon  to  de- 
cide betwixt  the  propriety  of  constructing  a 
road  or  cutting  a  canal ;  the  report  in  question 
would  aid  them  in  such  decision.  He  wonld 
further  state  that  Qiere  was  not  another  copy 
of  the  document  in  the  United  States;  nor 
could  another  be  obtuned  before  the  conclurion 
of  the  present  session.  Hehopedthiswonld  be 
a  sufficient  answer  for  all  the  objectitma  which 
had  been  proposed. 

Ur.  Davis,  of  Uaasaohnsetta,  conceived  the 
subject  of  land  transportation  by  steam  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  nation. 
They  had  seen  the  almost  bcredihle  effect* 
which  it  had  produced  on  water  carriage,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  it  wonld  be  found 
still  more  powerful  by  land.  If  the  b^nsmis- 
sion  of  intelligence  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other  could  be  facilitated,  whether  re- 
garded as  to  its  advantages  in  the  state  of  war  or 
of  peace.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovemment  to 
lend  its  aid  to  such  a  purpose. 

Ur.  Barnwell  rose  to  point  ont  a  difference  - 
in  the  present  case,  and  the  one  formerly  re- 
ferred to  by  a  gentleman  from  Uassachusetta, 
(Ur.  EvKBrrr,}  that  of  a  report  printed  at  the 
request  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
on  the  snbject  of  the  cholera  morboa.  That 
request  had  arisen  from  a  memorial  referred  to 
them  on  the  subject.  He  thought  genUemen 
could  not  avoid  seeing  the  distinction  between 
th^  case  and  the  present.    He  had  always  ex- 

6reased  bis  abhorrence  that  members  <rf  that 
[onse  ^lonld,  by  their  own  vote,  anpply  tbtto- 
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eompeoaited  bj  the  additiona]  wisdom  they 
thus  attained ;  hot  having  oeilher  ezporieooed 
it  ia  his  own  cam,  nor  noticed  it  in  the  action 
of  that  House,  be  conceived  it  his  Aatj  to  rote 
against  the  propoaition  to  print  the  report  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pole  here  made  an  ineffectnal  motion 
that  the  Hotue  proc««d  to  the  ordere  of  the 
day.    . 

Mr.  Dkabbobn  followed  in  rapport  of  the 
rwolation  to  print,  and  enUrged  on  the  impor- 
tance to  the  whole  community  of  the  information 
contained  in  the  report 

Mr.  WioEUTFK  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Honse  wonld  proceed  at  onoe  to  vote  upon  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  MoDnrmc  said  the  only  anestion  ap- 
peared to  be  how  the  Honse  should  get  the  in- 
formatioD.  For  hia  own  part,  he  (Mr.  MoD.) 
tbonght  that  if  they  were  to  have  it,  they  had 
better  obtain  ft  from  their  own  printer,  than 
import  hooka  from  abroad  to  fill  the  Library 
of  Connies. 

Mr.  MiroHKLi.,  of  Sonth  Caroliaa,  tnOTod  an 
amendment,  to  add  the  words,  "  that  at  any 
suoh  time  as  may  be  expedient "  the  printing 
might  be  ordered. 

Mr.  L.  OoNDioT  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  twing  sustained,  the  amendment  was 
out  off;  ana 

Hie  question  upon  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  dedded  in  the 
affirm  atiT»— yeas  120,  nays  01. 

Apportiimtnmt  Sill, 

The  Hooie  reanmed  the  oonuderation  of  the 
bill  to  fix  the  ratio  of  representation. 

Mr.  Clai,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  Eunend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  4  and  inserting  7, 
■o  as  to  read  47,800. 

Mr.  MasoBii,  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
votes  yesterday  on  the  ratio  of  44,400,  and  of 
the  known  sentiments  of  certun  of  the  ab- 
sentees, to  show  that  a  majority  of  the  whole 
EoQse  was  in  favor  of  that  ratio,  and  that  it 
was  not  fair,  therefore,  to  press  the  ratio  of 
47,800  to-day,  when  from  various  causes  the 
Hunse  might  be  differently  composed,  and  not 
express  its  tme  sense. 

Mr.  Folk  argued  to  show  the  faUooy  of  en- 
deavoring to  satisfy  every  States  ^  >'  "^^  now 
plain  that  as  fast  as  one  State  after  another  was 
yielded  to,  it  held  out  inducements  to  others  to 
attempt  still  further  changes  to  accommodate 
them,  and  thus  removed  each  successive  decision 
OS  far  as  ever  from  satisfying  all. 

Mr.  Olaitok,  of  Georgia,  stated  hia  desire  to 
offer  an  amendment,  the  substance  of  which 
was  that  each  State  which,  under  the  ratio 
adopted,  should  have  a  fraction  equal  to  half 
the  nnmber  of  the  ratio,  should,  for  such  frac- 
tion, I>e  entitled  to  an  additional  member.    He 
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was  confident  he  could  show  to  the  House  iha: 
such  a  provision  was  not  forbidden  by  the  roa- 
stitntion ;  and  he  thought  it  wonld  reconcilt  d 
the  existing  difficulties  in  fixing  the  ratio;  but 

The  Speaker  decided  the  proposition  tobt 
not  now  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Cuf^ 
amendment  for  47,800,  and  waa  decid«d  in  its 
negative— yeas  82,  cays  111. 

UoROAT,  Febmary  18. 
Waihinffton'i  Btntairu. 

Ur.  TnoHia,  of  Lonisiona  from  tbf  jcnri 
committee  of  the  two  Honses,  appointed  to  i«- 
port  on  the  subject  of  the  centennial  annirs. 
sary  of  the  birthday  of  George  Waahiufla^ 
mode  a  report,  (the  same  as  that  made  to  Ih 
senate  on  the  same  day,)  accompanied  by  ik 
following  resplotions : 

Bt*ol»ed  by  thi  Stnatt  ami  Hotat  of  Rtpmail*- 
tint  of  t]u  United  Slatet  of  Amrrira  in  Coitfn 
aiMemblid,  That  the  President  of  the  Senaw  W 
tbe  Speaker  of  the  Houk  of  RepresentatiTa  h 
hereby  anthorixed  to  make  application  lo  JobnA. 
WisliinetoD,  of  Mount  Vernop,  for  the  bodr  d 
Oeorge  Washington,  to  be  removed  and  drpoM 
in  the  Capitol,  at  Washington  dtj,  in  corforHi 
with  the  resolutinn  of  Congress  of'the  Sitb  Deew- 
t>er,  ITBB ;  and  that  if  they  obtain  the  reqauile  cw- 
sent  to  the  remoTal  thereof,  thej  be  ftirtber  a■tfa■^ 
iied  to  cause  it  to  be  remored  and  deposited  ia  lit 
Bspitol,  on  the  !!d  day  of  Febniary,  IG3S. 

Jtfalweii,  Tbat  the  Presideet  of  the  Senan  tat 
SpeaJur  of  the  House  of  Kepresentmtivea  be  tks 
aathoiized  to  prescribe  the  order  of  such  cereiDoeJa 
as  they  may  deem  Builtble  to  the  occasion,  of  ibc 
intennenC  of  the  body  of  George  Washingtoai,  in  lit 
capitot,  on  the  day  aboie  mentioned  ;  and  thai  tkt 
two  Houses  of  CongreM  will  attend  and  anst  b 
the  performiDce  of  those  ceremonies. 

Mr.  Tbohas  observed  that,  according  to  tLs 
ordmarr  rules  of  the  House,  the  reeolutiOB  usi 
reqoired  tolieforonedayupon  thetaUe;  bnlM 
the  time  remaining  for  its  execution  was  short, 
it  would  be  proper,  if  the  House  acted  upoa  it 
at  alL  to  do  BO  immediately,  and  he  iherefitrs 
hoped  that,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  reacdo- 
tion  would  now  be  taken  up,  and  acted  opoo. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tbohab  being  agietd 
to  by  the  House,  the  resolution  was  thereopa 
read ;  and  the  question  being  on  tbe  Boom 
ooQcnrring  there  w  ith, 

Mr.  MoCoT,  of  Vir^nio,  addressed  Ute  Hoom 
in  some  remarks,  which,  owing  lo  hia  remsK 
utoation,  and  the  feebleness  of  his  voices  *<*■ 
very  imperfectly  heard.  It  had  I>een  his  nut' 
fortune  to  be  placed  upon  the  committee  wte 
had  made  this  report,  and  to  disagree  with  tk 
m^ority  as  to  its  propriety,  and  the  more  b 
reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  be  M 
confirmed  in  his  dissent.  For  what  parpiM* 
but  that  of  a  rain  ahow  were  the  remaiai  d 
General  Washiugton  to  be  removed  IriHn  th 
place  which  he  had  himself  selected  to  recdn 
them  t  Was  it  that  the  capitol  wonld  be  ia  d«  . 
place  of  a  vast  monument  over  hia  IxaNst 
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Tbia  vast  monumeDt  h&d  nearly  been  destroyed 
luring  the  last  war.  Tbat  was  one  reason  wlij 
te  ihonld  be  opposed  to  placing  them  here. 
le  had  another  reason.  If  the  good  people  of 
7'irginia  had  wished  that  those  remains  ahonld 
«  removed,  thej  wonld  have  done  it  by  the 
othoritj  of  their  own  State  Legislature.  It 
lad  been  sud  that  Congress  was  called  to  re- 
leem  the  pledge  which  they  bad  given  in  1799 ; 
Hit  if  that  pledge  was  binding,  why  had  it  never 
«en  redeemed  before  now  t  And  he  wonld 
«k,  where  was  the  stopning  plaoe  should  Con- 
liesa  oommenoe  with  oelebratiag  the  birthday 
if  this  distinguished  individaalt  It  wonld  be 
Danifeflt  that  there  could  be  no  stopping  plaoe. 
t  wonld,  be  supposed,  be  insisted  that  Congress 
rare  bonnd  to  carry  the  reeolntion  of  1T99  into 
'nil  effect  Bnt  the  Congress  of  1799  had  set 
nsny  precedents  which  he  did  not  hold  himself 
>oand  ta  follow.  Among  others,  the  sedition 
aw,  and  alien  law,  and  divers  others  which  the 
[ood  people  of  the  United  States  were  not  well 
(leased  with.  These  were  the  reasons  for  which 
le  was  opposed  to  distarbing  the  remains  of  the 
renerable  patriot. 

Mr.  Hbboib,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  reply,  and 
laid,  that,  as  to  the  precedents  which  had  neen 
wt  in  1708  and  17S9,  he  was  not  responrible ; 
ior  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  be  had  been  ad- 
rerse  to  both  the  obnoxions  laws  referred  to  by 
lis  respected  oollea^tu ;  but  the  connection  of 
hose  precedent*  with  the  resolntion  which  it 
ras  proposed  to  carry  into  effect,  was  qnite  too 
■emote,  to  make  it  proper  to  refer  to  them  on 
;he  present  occasion.  A  more  proper  referenoe 
roold  have  been  tA  the  nnanimlty  of  the  vote 
irbicb  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice  at  that 
nonrnM  period  which  bedewed  this  land  with 
Ibe  tears  of  the  children  of  Washington.  Sach 
iras  the  universal  grief^  that  every  individoal 
ji  the  oonntry  songnt  some  way  of  giving  ez- 
preanon  to  it.  It  was  expressed  onblicl^,  in  sol- 
Nnn  oaeemblies  of  the  people,  ana  in  pnvste,  by 
the  almost  nniverasl  adoption  of  some  ontwsrd 
token  of  monming  in  toe  dress  of  both  seies. 
All  were  nnanimons  in  declaring  their  sorrow 
Tor  the  loss  of  him  of  whom  It  had  Jnstly  been 
■aid  that  he  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace, 
ind  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  conntrymen."  Mr. 
II,  earnestly  protested  against  all  reference  to 
the  politics  of  the  day,  wbich  was  marked  by 
liis  nutimely  death.  He  called  it  so,  for  it  was 
imtimely,  wlieUier  regard  was  had  to  the  age, 
itrengtb,  and  health  of  his  frame,  or  to  the 
uteroats  and  fondest  wishes  of  his  country. 
Hr.  M.,  however,  had  not  risen,  be  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  these  remarks,  but  to  cor- 
rect his  colleagne  in  another  respect — in  a 
itatement  which,  if  it  had  been  correct,  wonld 
jidnce  hibi  to  agree  in  opposing  the  resolution. 
Sla  collesgne  had  referrea  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  Virginia;  bat  Virginia  had  not 
inmindfol  of  what  she  owed  to  the  memory  of 
the  greatest  of  her  sons.  In  the  year  IBIS,  a 
proposition  had  passed  both  branches  of  her 
Legislature,  to  remove  the  venerated  renr" 


of  Washington,  and  to  deposit  them  beneath  a 
snitftble  monument  in  RichmoDd;  but  when 
the  resolntion  to  that  effect  had  been  submitted 
to  the  surviving  head  of  the  (^Qy,  the  late 
Jiidge  Bnshrod  Washington,  that  gentleman 
entertained  the  opinion  that  the  removal  was 
inhibited  by  the  disposition  which  Washington 
had  made  of  his  own  remtuns. 

Mr.  Gordon,  of  Yirginia,  expressed  hb  deep 
r^tret  that,  on  an  occasion  like  this,  there 
should  be  any  division  of  sentiment  amongst 
those  who  were  called  to  celebrate  the  birthday 
of  the  roost  illnstrions  of  our  citizens ;  and  he 
could  not  but  think  that  there  woidd  have 
been  a  unanimity  more  worthy  of  ^e  occasion, 
had  not  the  Select  Committee  thought  proper 
to  introduce  a  resolution,  calculated  in  its  very- 
nature  to  produce  division.  Tlie  qnestion  ft 
involved  had  from  the  beginning  lieen  an  ex- 
citing and  a  dividing  aueetion.  ueneral  Wash 
ington  bad  died  in  Uie  boaom  of  bis  family, 
after  a  laaa  life,  glorious  t«  himself,  to  his 
country,  and  to  mankind.  He  had  been  buried 
upon  his  own  estate,  amidst  his  own  connec- 
tions, by  his  family  and  his  neighbors;  and 
what  was  now  proposed  to  be  done !  To  vio- 
late the  sanctity  of  the  grave ;  to  take  his  bones 
from  their  honored  deposit,  and  translate 
them  to  another  snot. 

Mr.  Q.  said  he  snew  it  had  been  common, 
when  oar  heroes  had  perished  in  foreign  lands, 
to  redeem  their  bones  by  a  national  act  from 
the  estrangement  into  which  they  had  been 
accidentally  thrown.  Bnt  he  suspected  that 
the  present  was  the  first  intance,  when  it  had 
been  proposed  or  was  thought  of^  to  take  their 
remains  from  the  home  of  the  deceased,  and 
ftom  his  native  soil.  And  fbr  whatt  For  a 
monument  to  his  memory  f  Had  it  not  been 
once  aaid  of  an  illustrions  foreigner  that  "  all 
Florence  was  his  monument  t  "  And  mixht  it 
not  with  equal  truth  and  force  be  asked,  is  not 
this  city  a  monument  to  Washington  t  Nay, 
we  might  ask,  was  not  the  entire  country  his 
monument!  and  her  liberty  and  happiness  his 
best,  his  noblest  memorial)  He  must  disagree 
with  one  of  his  colleagues  (Mr.  Mbbcbb)  in  the 
sentiment  that  the  removal  of  the  ex-animated 
bones  of  the  patriot  would  have  any  great  effi- 
ciency towani  cementing  the  union  of  the 
States.  The  way  to  cement  the  Union  was  to 
imitate  the  virtues  of  Washington;  to  remove 
not  his  body,  but,  if  possible,  to  transfer  his 
spirit  to  these  Halls.  Gentlemen  conld  not 
suppose  that  the  mere  removal  of  his  dust 
would  inftise  into  their  breast  any  higher  ven- 
eration for  his  virtues.  Let  it  rather  be  their' 
part,  instead  of  disturbing  his  bones,  each  to 
go  lo  the  altar  of  his  country,  and  swear  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Washington.  Besides, 
there  was  another  aspect  of  the  snt^ect,  whi^ 
tlioagh  he  was  sorry  to  advert  to,  yet,  as  a  Vir- 
ginian, he  conld  not  for  his  soul  reprises ;  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  remove  that  dust.  Wash- 
ington had  given  his  Ufa  to  the  United  States 
and  Virginia  r<yoioed  to  remember  it.    But  hlf 


Sic 


-BL] 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

Wiukaigtat't  Smmmf. 


boiMB  belonged  to  her  soil.  Her  toiu  bouored 
tiie  Bpot  where  the;  repoeed,  and  thej  thought 
that  ibtt  wu  a  spot  where,  if  anyirbere,  nnion 
■nd  peace  ahotild  everdtreU.  The  act  proposed 
in  the  reaulntion  was  but  a  valgsr  honor.  It 
degraded  Washington  to  the  meaaare  of  little 
men,  who  needed  a  monnment  to  preurre  their 
name.  Since  the  art  of  printing  had  been  in- 
Tented,  pillars  and  monuments  were  bat  Idle 
records.  Letters  were  the  beat,  tbe  enduring 
monament.  The;  held  the  name  and  the  deeds 
of  Washington,  and  would  bold  tbem  forever ; 
and  it  was  vain  to  attempt  by  an  empt;  pa- 
geant, nnohristian  in  its  character,  and  every 
wa;  in  bad  taste,  to  add  any  thing  to  Washing- 
ton's immortality.  Sach  a  celebration  would 
be  snre  to  disswsfy  the  people  of  his  native 
Bute.  In  a  great  association  of  repablies  saoh 
as  onrs,  the  best  and  fairest  competition  was 
this :  who  sfaonld  fnmish  citizens  moat  devoted 
to  their  country ;  who  should  be  farthest  fWnn 
that  selflabness  which  degrades  a  patriot.  Let 
ench  be  onr  einnlation,  and  let  the  virtnea  uf 
WaahiDgton  be  set  before  ns  as  onr  model.  If 
we  practise  these,  then  will  onr  nnion  be  im- 
mortal. Bnt  let  not  the  House,  by  separating 
the  remains  of  Washington  from  his  own  be- 
loved Btate,  and  making  them  an  object  of  tbe 
mlgar  gaze,  seek  to  gratify  men  who  conld 
never  be  moved  by  a  eonsideratioa  of  his  great 


Ur.  CoKR,  of  Ya.,  atii  it  had  not  been  his 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks npoa  the  subject,  beoanse  he  was  adverse 
to  a  protract«d  debato  on  a  question  where  the 
vote,  he  had  thought,  sboold  be  both  immediate 
and  ananimous.  His  feelings,  however,  had 
oontroUed  that  intention,  for  he  could  not  rec- 
oncile to  himseif  silence  on  such  an  occasion. 
He  begged  the  House  to  pause  in  the  matter, 
and  reflect  npon  the  operation  of  the  resolntion 
upon  the  filings  of  Vir^nia,  before  it  came  to 
a  determination  to  remove  the  mortal  Kmains 
of  Washington  fnHn  tbe  last  home  which  those 
remuns  bad  found  in  the  soil  of  that  State. 
Be  wonid  beg  them,  in  language  of  the  most 
earnest  supplication,  not  to  give  their  sanction 
to  tbe  propotdtion.  For  his  own  part,  he  could 
scarcely  give  utterance  to  his  feelings  in  re- 
gard to  it.  He  felt  as  if  he,  as  a  Virginian,  and 
the  State  of  which  he  was  a  native,  were  on 
the  vei^  of  losing  something  in  oomparison 
with  which  all  the  riches  of  the  world  would, 
in  his  and  her  eetimatioa,  weigh  bnt  as  dust  in 
tbe  balance,  and  he  begged  them,  under  the 
influeace  of  inch  a  feeling,  whilst  the  sadde- 
•cree  was  yet  unexecuted,  to  refrain  from  de- 
priving Ihem  of  that  which  was  beyond  all 
price.  The  proposition  contained  ia  the  reso- 
lution was  to  remove  tbe  ashes  of  Oeorge 
Washington.  That  illustrious  man  was  a  native 
of  Virginia ;  his  life  and  his  servioes  had  i>eon 
devoted  to  tbe  common  cause  of  his  country ; 
to  those  services,  and  to  that  life,  his  whole 
career  showed  that  the  country  was  welcome ; 
bnt  he  (Mi.  0.)  implored  tbem  in  tbe  name  of 


God  not  to  deprive  tiie  land  whiob  bad  giis 
him  birth,  and  which  was  Justly  prood  i  Vt 
virtue  and  renown,  of  the  last  oonaoUtka  d 
being  the  depodtory  of  his  bonea.  He  hmfi 
the  Eouae  to  make  allowauoe  for  tLo  le£p 
of  Virginia  in  this  matter.  There  were  m  a» 
present  time,  in  the  flag  of  fbe  confederaey,  tka 
{jittering  stan  of  twenty-faor  sovereign  tal 
independent  Btatee;  hot  the  time  migU  pa<- 
haps  arrive,  when,  at  some  diatanl,  pwriod,  tfc«t 
stars  should  be  dimmed  of  tlt^onginal  bri^ 
nesB,  and  present  to  the  viaw  tweo^-fovr  btf- 
ments  of  a  great  and  powerM  repobjie,  vantag 

the  one  wtth  the  other.    At  tbaX,  h Blsth 

time,  then,  ho  would  ask  ^oold  VirpBia,B 
offering  homage  to  the  memory  of  tbe  rai^ts 
dead,  be  forced  to  pay  a  pilgrioiage  to  Aeia- 
mains  of  her  own  son  through  soeaea  of  Usij 
shed  perhaps  by  kindred  hands  1  Bnt  rtf 
should  It  be  wished  to  atrip  Virginia  ot  th* 
last  sad  relics  of  him  who  stood  iiii*iiilmJ 
among  the  wise,  the  virtuous,  the  patriotic,  ^ 
tbe  brave)  Virginia  did  not  deoro  the  re- 
moval of  his  remains  from  her  own  land.  Al- 
ready bad  preparations  been  made  to  lrw*t 
his  honored  dust  to  Richmond.  Tbe  vote  aft 
Virginia  Legialatnre  had  provided  f<v  this  eT«U, 
and  a  fond  had  beta  aocmnaJated  to  tmirj  b« 
resolntions  into  effect.  Why  ehcvld  Coi^lteM 
anticipate  the  wishes  of  thoee  who  knew  tta 
best,  who  most  ^ipreoiated  his  worth,  and  irkt 
were  above  ail  others  disposed  to  psy  b<MMr  I* 
bun  as  one  of  th^nsrives  t  It  was,  be  repeatsd, 
the  flrat  wish  of  Virginia  to  enshrine  hii  re- 
mains in  her  own  capitol. 

Ut.  Dbabbosn,  of  UassactansetiB,  aaid  he  kal 
been  mtified  i^  the  patriolio  oppoatkm  d 
several  of  the  members  from  Yirgiaia  to  thil 

Eropositjon ;  he  was  not  surprised  at  their  n- 
tctanoe  to  part  with  the  remains  ol  tbeir  de- 
parted hero.  But  whatever  daini  might  b* 
sBBert«d  by  the  Btate  of  Virginia,  it  wks  ctr- 
tain  that  tbe  United  States  owed  »  deU  o( 
gratitude  paramount  to  that  of  Vii^inia.  Hhms 
who  were  not  citizens  of  Virginia,  wisbed  the 
interment  of  those  remuns  in  oommon  gmoDd. 
which  eqaatty  ttelongs  to  the  whole  DniM 
States.  We  did  no  wrong  to  Virginia  bi  dis- 
charging this  duty  which  liad  been  too  loug 
postponed.  History  shows  us  no  natioo  tbtf 
has  not  been  ambitions  to  commemorate  tW 
ereat  deeds  of  their  iUusbrious  dtizena.  Tb«ra 
IS  no  security  that  Mount  Vernon  will  renwa 
the  property  of  the  present  family.  Sac^  )• 
the  state  of  our  laws,  that  it  may  be  wH  tf 
auction,  and  those  sacred  remams  maj  be  pa^ 
chased  by  a  foreigner.  He  wished  sometbisg 
done  that  might  etfeotnally  guard  against  mA 
events.  He  wished  thoae  remains  might  bt 
placed  under  the  protection  of  the  wh^  a*- 
tion.  So  fei  from  regarding  this  stop  as  sKiiii- 
gioDS  or  nnchristian,  as  it  had  been  termed,  ht 
considered  it  one  of  the  highest  acts  of  ckria- 
tianity  and  virtue  to  commemorate  tiw  maiiti 
of  departed  worth.  A  monnment  was  cf  as 
consequAce  to  Washington.    He  mi^t  haM 
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lodioed  mioh  u  honor,  had  h«  bean  ooosolUd 
biring  hu  life.  But  doe*  tbii  oonsidentioii 
ibaolve  iw  from  onr  dnt;  1  It  waa  for  otuvdve* 
Lnd  our  posterit;  that  a  Mtinimiit  moDDmeat 
hoQld  be  eraotM — a  point  to  which  our  ohil- 
Iren  might  be  inatrnoted  to  look  ap,  and  to 
naolMa  the  Tirtae  of  the  maa  in  whoM  honor 
t  was  eatabliahed. 

Ur.  E,  EvHwrr,  of  HasaaohoiMtta.  I  do  not 
iae  to  make  a  apeeoh  on  thia  ocoauon ;  bat  to 
»j  a  Ter7  bw  worda,  oMeflj  in  replj  to  the 
lanlleman  irom  Virpnia,  (Ur.  UoCox,)  trho 
fpoaes  the  paaaat;*  ^  thia  roaolntioo.  One  ot 
ua  oltJectloDS  was,  that  the  reaolntion  of  17S9, 
iropoaing  the  removal  of  the  rentaiaa  of  Wash- 


rery  sorry  to  haar  anoh  an  allosioD  from  so 
«ipect«bla  a  sonroe.  The  gentleman  moat 
■ave  forgotten  that  the  reaolntion  of  1799,  io- 
tead  of  bein^  one  of  the  measnres  to  which  he 
illnikd,  at  dividiog  the  opinions  of  the  cood- 
ry,  and  on  which  a  m^ont;  of  the  people  dis- 
milod  from  the  minority  of  that  Oongreea,  waa 
1  measnre  in  which  that  Congreaa  was  niuui- 
moaa.  In  a  time  of  as  great  politioal  exotte- 
ueat  aa  probablj  ever  existed,  when  the  par- 
iaa  in  Congreas  and  in  tb«  ooanbr  were  exas- 
>«ftted  agioDst  each  other,  to  a  degree  never 
nrpaseed,  if  ever  ecjnalled,  ererj  member  of 
hat  Oongreaa  gave  his  vote  for  that  resolation ; 
ksd  it  was  probably  the  only  BDbject,  in  the 
iride  oompaas  of  hoioan  feeling  and  action,  on 
vhich  that  Oongreea  could  have  voted  aa  one 
nan.  And  yet  the  eentlemau  ctaaaes  a  reatriii- 
lioa,  ttma  passed,  and  for  theparpose  of  doing 
Itonw  to  the  memory  of  Waahingtoo,  with 
Ihoea  meaanres  of  a  [Wlitical  obaracter,  which 
livided  Oongreas  and  distracted  the  conatiy. 

Bnt  it  ia  aaid  we  are  going  to  violate  the  re- 
Mse  (^  the  dead;  to  brMk  into  the  sqmlchre, 
ind  rifle  it  of  its  precioos  deposit.  Sir,  do  we 
lo  any  nioh  thing  t  Shall  we  not  go  to  that 
rensMted  tomb,  with  every  possible  warrant 
Ixith  of  authority  and  delicacy  t  Was  not  the 
Donseot  of  the  consort  of  the  father  of  his 
sonntry  obtwned,  at  a  moment  when  her  feel- 
Jip  were  bleeding  onder  the  recent  loea  of  the 
Uostriona  partner  of  her  life  I  Fortified  with 
Mr  eomeiit^  deliberately  given,  and  at  that 
Minen^  who  shall  question  the  right  or  the 
iropriety  of  the  procednret  Violate  the  re- 
Mae  of  the  grave!  Bir,  we  are  diachorgiDg 
«warda  that  saored  depoaltory  a  most  im- 
MraUve  duty.  If  there  is  one  darker  spot  in 
he  history  of  this  Union  than  another,  it  U 
hat  we  have  left  so  lon^  aoredeemed  the 
Kdeinn  pledge  which  was  given  by  the  people 
it  America,  through  their  repreaentatives  here, 
n  the  first  momenta  of  bereavement.  Violate 
he  repose  of  the  dead  1  Bir,  we  are  going  to 
My  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  aahea  of  the  fa- 
her  of  hia  eonntry,  mch  aa  the  history  of  the 
rorld  cannot  matoh  with  a  parallel.  If  this 
'••olntion  ia  adopted,  and  on  the  Sad  of  Feb- 
vaiy  the  remans  of  our  beloved  hero  and 


patriot  ahall  be  removed  tW>m  Honnt  Vernon 
to  this  caf^tol,  it  will  be  a  transaction  of  a 
character  of  extraordinary  solemnity,  grandenr, 
and  interest.  Bach  a  procession  as  will  be 
formed  to  receive  these  sacred  remains,  the 
mnltitndes  of  old  and  yonng — the  oonstitoted 
anthoritiea  of  the  nation,  the  citizens  of  this 
Diatriot,  and  of  the  neighboring  region,  who 
shall  assemble  to  witness  the  awnil  spectacle  of 
the  remuns  of  the  father  of  his  country,  on 
their  way  to  their  resting  place  beneath  the 
fonndattun  of  this  capitol— all  this,  air,  wilt 
oonstitnte  a  transaction  imeiampled  in  the  tiiv 
tory  of  the  world  for  its  efibcte  on  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  those  who  may  take  port  in  it,  or 


the  grave, 

willing  to  open  the  Mored  portals  of  that  grave, 
and  remove  its  deposit,  not  indeed  to  this  cap- 
itol, but  to  Biehmond.  Now,  sir,  I  cheerfally 
admit,  that  of  the  titl«a  of  Virginia  to  the  re- 
elect and  consideration  of  her  uster  Statex,  it 
is  among  the  first,  that  she  ia  the  parent  of  onr 
Wadiington.  Bnt  let  her  not  forget  that 
thongh  Washington  waa  by  birth  a  native  of 
the  colony  of  Virginia,  he  lived  and  died  a  cit- 
izen of  the  Uniteia  Statea  of  America ;  united 
more  by  his  labors,  oonnaela,  and  BaariSoe& 
than  those  of  any  other  iodividnal.  The  sacred 
remejns  ore,  aa  the  gentleman  well  aaid,  a 
treasnre  beyond  all  price,  bnt  it  is  a  treasure  of 
which  every  part  of  this  blood-oemented  Union 
has  a  right  to  olum  its  share. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  UoOot) 
aaked,  if  we  begin  this  way,  where  shall  we 
end  ?  Sir,  I  wish  it  might  even  become  mora 
difflonlt  to  answer  that  question,  I  wish  tt 
may  even  be  hard  to  say,  where  shall  we  end 
wiUi  these  teaUmoniala  of  reepeot  paid  to  a 
worth  like  that  of  Washington.  Be  it,  lai,  that 
we  know  not  where  we  shall  end.  I  know 
where  we  ought  to  begin,  and  that  ia,  with  the 
man  who  was  "  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and 
first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  Sir,  I 
will  begin  with  him.  If,  hereafter,  another 
ahall  arise,  who  will  live  like  Washington, 
when  he  dies,  let  him  be  laid  by  his  side. 

Ur.  Trompsos,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  hod 
to  perform  what  he  was  apprehensive  woold 
by  soine  be  conndered  an  nngracions  tusk ;  fbr, 
like  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur.  UcOot,) 
who  first  addressed  the  Hoase,  be,  too,  was  nn- 
fortanate  enough  to  be  a  member  of  the  CMn- 
mittoe  who  reported  tbe  resolution  now  under 
considerstiOD.  Unfortunate,  he  add,  because, 
as  he  heretofore  had  been,  and  now  was  op- 
posed to  the  proposition  contained  In  this  reso- 
lution, he  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  asked  to  be 
excused  from  servinK  on  the  committee  when 
it  was  onnonnced.  Bnt,  said  he,  the  novelty  ut 
tbe  proposition,  as  conneotod  with  the  oenten- 
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WMhioffton,  wM  80  inipoHing,  that  it  acarcel. 
admittM  reflection.  For  saoh  was  the  inteo' 
dt;  of  feeling  exited  by  the  occasion,  that, 
notvithataadiDK  a  diaecnt  to  the  passage  of  the 
resolatioQ  waa  distinctlf  heard  ia  some  parta  of 
the  Hall,  the  impreasion  waa  geoerttl  mat  the 
Tote  waa  uaaoiinoDs,  and  I  bdieve  waa  so  eo- 
tared  on  the  Journal,  If  feeling  had  given  plaoe 
to  retleotiaD,  the  proposition  would  have  met 
what  it  haa  met  on  fcomer  oocauons  somewhat 
nmilar,  a  decided  oppomtion.  I  enireesed  my 
disient  in  the  committee ;  hnt  I  tnere  admit- 
ted, as  I  now  froDklf  admit,  that  if  it  could  be 
right,  under  any  circomstaooes,  to  remove  the 
remuoa  of  the  illostriooa  deoMsed  from  their 
present  deposit,  I  cannot  conceive  of  an  ooca' 
Aoa  more  appropriate  LUtm  the  approaching  an- 
niversary of  ni«  birth.  Dnring  my  service  in 
this  Honse,  U>e  proposition  now  under  oonsid' 
eraUon  haa  been  frequently  mode,  and  it  has 
imiformly  met  determined  opposition  on  fixed 
and  immo  table  prlDoiples.  The  opposition 
wanted  not  anoh  an  occasion  as  now  approaches, 
to  iodnoe  it  to  yield.  It  waa  foonded  on  prin- 
oiplefl  qaite  different — considerations  of  higher 
and  paramount  character.  I  will  state  some  of 
the  reasons  which  have  heretofore  dictated  op- 
poiidon  to  this  proposition,  and  which  will 
inflaenoe  my  vote  npon  the  sabject.  First, 
then,  that  great  man  in  his  lifetime  poioted  to 
the  spot  intimately  connected  with  the  history 
of  his  family  and  of  his  own  KloriouB  life,  where 
he  desired  hie  remains  should  be  permitted  to 
repose.  This  spot  is  Mount  Vernon.  I  pre- 
mme  there  is  scarcely  an  individual  within  this 
Hall,  or  within  the  United  States,  at  all  cou- 
versant  with  passing  events  and  political  as- 
pects, who  does  not  feel  compelled  to  look  to 
the  possibility  of  a  severance  of  this  Dnion. 
Indeed,  some  profess  to  think  that  snoh  an 
event  is  probable.  God  forbid.  May  this 
Union  be  continued  through  all  time  I  Re- 
move the  remdns  of  our  venerated  WashEngton 
bom  their  assooiation  with  the  remains  of  his 
consort  and  his  ancestors,  from  Mount  Vernon 
and  from  his  native  State,  and  deposit  them 
in  this  capitol,  and  then  let  a  severance  of  this 
Union  occur,  and  behold  I  the  remains  of 
Washington  on  a  shore  foreign  to  his  native 
Boil.  Again,  in  the  march  of  improvement, 
and  tbe  rapid  progress  of  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  Uie  United  States,  it  is  probable  tQat 
our  settlements  will  not  only  extend  to  the 
Booky  Mountains,  but  reach  beyond,  stretching 
down  on  the  Pacific  coast.  But  say  that  the 
foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  will  form  their 
western  boundary — and  we  may  reasonably 
SDppoee  that  this  will  happen  at  no  distant 
^nod — then  bring  the  great,  the  powerful 
West  to  act  upon  a  proposition  to  remove  " 
rite  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  who 
doubt  that  a  location  more  central  will  be 
found  and  established  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohiot  Shall  the  remains  of  our  Washington 
be  left  amidst  the  ruins  of  this  capitol,  sor- 


ronnded  by  the  desolation  of  this  catv  t  A^ 
sir,  is  no  reepect  due  to  the  right*  and  ScA^ 
of  his  native  Slate !  Has  not  Vir]ginia  »  ri^ 
to  the  pOBSesBioBof  theremwnaof  berinoalii- 
tinguished  son,  of  which  she  cannot  be  pmpa^ 
diveeted  withoat  her  consent?  It  ia  Irae  IkS 
the  feme  of  that  illDstrions  individaal  belfla^ 
not  only  to  Virginia,  but  to  the  United  S(^^ 
and  to  the  wond  ;  bnt  Virginia^a  intmet  a 
more  immediate,  intimate,  and  direct,  and  Ms 
remains  now  lie  entombed  within  her  IkAi 
Sir,  aft«r  an  appropriaUou  has  been  made^ 
his  native  State  to  erect  a  monmnent  to  ha 
memory,  shall  that  Stale  be  forestalled  bf  ■ 
act  of  thia  Oovernmentt  BhaU  tbam  giHJ 
moral  aasociationa  ezhibit«d  la  ibe  faiittfycl 
his  glorious  life  and  lamented  death,  b«  sevoid, 
by  tearing  his  remains  from  the  spot  wbschi 
desired  t£ay  should  repose,  at  his  famDy  m^ 
Mount  Vernon,  by  the  side  of  bis  anee^ox 
within  the  limits  of  his  native  ViT;ginia}  iai 
do  not  these  sssociatitHiB  favor  Uount  Toaca 
as  the  most  appropriate  repMitoiy  <rf'  the  it- 
mains  of  that  great  man!  Sir,  I  appeal  teiij 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Wildk,)  with  whM 
nice  discriminating  powers  of  mind,  and  wan 
and  generoDs  feelings,  I  am  well  aeqoainli^ 
and  Mk  him,  if,  even  as  a  strangeo-  or  forei^B^ 
who  had  read  the  history  of  the  life  i>f  Gmip 
Washington,  and  had  therefore  felt  an  inttral 
in  his  fame,  he  should  be  permitted,  some  co- 
tones  hence,  to  return  to  this  imperfect  ftu 
of  being,  and  visit  Meant  Vernon,  wonM  tit 
not  be  disappointed,  were  he  not  to  find  lit 
remains  of  Washington  associated  with  [U 
spot  1  Must  not  only  those  grand  moral  tme- 
ciations  be  severed,  bat  shall  the  remaim  (f 
the  husband  be  turn  from  the  side  of  the  n- 
mains  of  his  wife)  Every  generons  feelingtf 
the  heart  revolts  at  the  idea.  Sir,  were  Hit 
illuaOions  dead  permitted  to  participate  a 
human  ooneema,  what  wonld  the  great  Wask' 
in^n,  what  would  Mrs.  Washingtoa  say  k 
this  proposition  I  Could  he  now  press  bad 
IJie  curtain  which  veils  him  trotn  our  eight,  sad 
stand  confessed  before  us  in  all  the  m»estr 
of  his  noble  mind  and  person,  woold  he,  uji& 
you,  assent  to  the  proposition  now  nnder  ran- 
sideration !  Sir,  it  is  impossible  tiiat  any  can  be- 
lieve that  he  would.  Andis  nothing  due  to  tbii 
consideration?  Yes,  surely,  much  is  due  to  it 
The  second  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Mkkokb,)  who  addressed  the  House  upon  tliii 
Eobjeot,  alluded  to  the  assent  of  Mrs.  Waduif 
ton  to  a  transfer  of  the  remains  of  her  deceased 
husband  from  Mount  Vernon  to  this  etjiui. 
Will  he  tell  me  on  what  condition  abe  eavelitf 
assent  ?  If,  as  the  gentleman  alleges,  fi«r  cot- 
sent  was  nnquaiified,  will  he  allow  me  to  ei- 
large  the  inquiry  t  I  find  I  am  forgethil ;  In! 
I  Lave  an  impression  that  I  have  seen,  in  boh 
document  connected  with  this  subject,  a  cw- 
dltion  disUnotly  expressed,  or  etron^y  ini[£ed, 
that  the  remains  of  those  Ulustrioos  individHli 
should  not  be  separated.  I  know  that  lb 
family  relatives  were  conanltad,  and  lliat  tlun 
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ten  difflanltiet  in  aeqniring  their  MHiBent 
nbriiaps  the  geatlenun  fhHn  Tlrgima  can  re- 
Nsh  D17  meinoi7. 

Hr.  MutoxB  said  be  roee  from  the  ezpraMlon 
t  the  wish  of  the  gentJeman  for  information, 
■d  would  Bnggeot  that  he  had  probably  oon- 
Hndeil  the  acts  of  the  Legialatiire  of  Vu;giiua 
■  181B  or  '19,  wltb  the  letter  of  Hra.  Waab- 
Bgton.  He  (Mr.  M.)  well  reoolleoted  writing 
H  rwolntioa  on  the  nibjMt,  wbiuh  waa  at 
hat  time  submitted  to  the  Uotue  of  Delegates, 
hi  sending  the  rewlation  to  the  Senate,  it  was 
mended  bj  adding  Ifrs.  Washington,  to  which 
mendmeot  the  Hooie  anentod.  At  that  time 
'ndge  WaaiunKton  withheld  his  assent  to  the 
emoTal,  aa  h^  lieen  already  stated.  Bnrintf 
he  last  Oongresa  a  gentleman  from  Karyland 
rrote  to  John  Washington,  now  the  proprietor 
f  Moant  Vernon,  on  the  aabjeot  of  removing 
he  Temaina  of  the  Greneral  to  this  city,  who 
eplied  that  the  family,  so  far  from  objecting 
o  Uie  removal,  would  r^ard  it  as  a  high  oom' 
diment. 

Ur.  Thohpsov  resomed.  Sir,  the  ^Ue- 
nau'a  statement  still  leaves  an  impreaeion  on 
nj  mind  that  there  is  somewhere  a  oondition, 
trongly  implied,  if  not  expressed,  that  the  re- 
naina  of  Gwi^  Washington,  in  their  removal, 
ihoald  be  accompanied  by  the  remidns  of  Har- 
bA  WaabiDgton.  But  if  in  this  I  am  mistaken, 
lien  my  objections  to  the  proposition  now  be- 
bre  aa  are  very  much  strengthened ;  for  every 


apitolT  Can  any  thing  which  man  can  do, 
idd  to  the  fame  of  George  Washington  t  Ko, 
ir,  ba  haa  reared  for  himself  a  monument  more 
Israble  than  brass.  The  gentleman  from  Has- 
ftohnaetta  told  qb  that  Mount  Vemon  may  btl 
ato  anfeeling  bands,  or  be  disposed  of  under 
he  Boetioneer'a  hammer.  I  sfaoutd  deplore 
nch  aa  event ;  but  may  not  this  be  obviated  t 
bnve  long  been  of  opinion  that  the  United 
ttAtea  ought  to  purchase,  and  eonsecrate  to  the 
lemory  of  Waahington,  the  gronnd  where  his 


ia  history,  and  the  history  of  our  oonntiy, 
is  beloved  Yii^ia — Mount  Vernon,  his  fam- 
7  seat — by  the  side  of  his  fmceators.  Sir,  in 
eneration  of  the  name,  and  reepeot  for  the 
haracter  and  &me  of  George  Waahington,  I 
ield  to  none.  I  would  therefore  maintain 
lose  grand  moral  associations  which  foniL  in 
le  history  of  the  illnitriooi  deceased,  and  of 
ar  oonntrr,  a  fbatnre  so  interesting. 
Mr-  DonDBinai  observed  that  the  statement 
ipeated  by  several  of  his  oolleagnea,  that  Vir- 
Inia  did  not  desire  the  prapoaed  removal,  in- 
aoed  liim  to  say  that  thongh  such  an  assertion 
light  comport  with  their  own  observations, 


they  were  not  entitled  to  speak  for  all  Vii^nla. 
Ur.  D.  for  one  desired  that  the  reeolation  might 
be  adopted. 

He  represented  one  of  the  largest  districts  In 
that  State,  and  be  believed  that  in  this  matter 
he  spoke  the  opinion  of  every  man  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Honse  of 
DelM^tes  in  Virginia  at  the  period  referred  to, 
and  had  a  perfect  recollection  of  what  paned 
both  In  doors  and  out  on  that  occasion,  and  of 
his  own  reaaons  fhr  having  been  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  then  moved  by  his  oolleagne, 
(Mr.  McBOBB.) 

It  had  been  felt  by  many  meraberv  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  by  himself  among  the 


Mr.  D.  B^d  that  he  had  looked  for  the  refusal 
of  Judge  Waahington,  bat  not  that  it  would 
have  been  placed  on  the  gronnd  of  a  particnlar 
intetpretation  of  the  will  of  the  deoeased.  He 
oonld  not  oononr  in  such  a  view  of  it,  but 
thought  tbat  entertained  by  Mrs.  Washington 
was  more  correct.  The  article  referred  to 
merely  prescribed  a  duty  to  his  executors.  The 
t«8tator  coold  not  possibly  have  foreseen  the 
reaolction  of  1799,  nor  the  refusal  of  his  rela- 
tive in  1610.  nor  the  effort  now  making  in 
Oongrem,  and  therefore  could  not  pnt  his  own 
call  in  hortility  to  that  of  his  common  connb?. 
It  would  hare  been  indeooroua  to  make  suoh  a 
request  during  his  lifetime.  It  could  only  take 
place  after  his  death.  Application  was  then 
made  to  hb  nearest  and  dearest  surviving  rela- 
tive, and  his  widow,  in  complying  with  the  re- 
quest, supposed  that  she  yielded  but  that  assent 
which  her  husband  would  himself  have  done 
could  he  have  acted  in  the  case.  Mr.  D.  asked 
if  it  conld  be  believed  that,  in  refersaoe  to  so 
bnmble  a  request,  Washington  would  have 
countervailed  the  wishes  of  bis  oonntry.  It 
conld  not  by  any  who  knew  him.  The  resoln* 
tion  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had  been 
occasioned,  as  he  bad  stated,  by  despair  aa  to 
any  thing  being  done  by  Oongreis,  and  paitlr 
in  a  Bpint  of  resentment  at  the  neglect  wbien 
had  been  suffered.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
argument  from  the  will ;  and  as  to  the  gloomy 
anticipation  that  this  spot  was  to  liecome  the 
frontier  of  two  hostile  countries,  those  who 
thought  more  seriously  of  snch  a  danger  than 
he  did,  were  at  liberij  to  speculate  for  them- 
selves.   He  should  act  for  the  present  time. 

Mr.  WiCBLiFFB,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  be- 
fore he  proceeded  to  submit  the  very  few  re- 
marks which  it  was  his  purpose,  and  he  thought 
his  doty,  to  make,  he  would  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  permit  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  17B9,  which  it  was 
the  object  of  the  resolution  to  carry  into  effect, 
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the  mere  purpose  of  o«t«Dtation.  Ood  forbid 
thM  these  hallowed  relici,  now  lying  in  b  'Bpot 
which— do  what  gentlemen  might— would  be 
Qonmonted  throogh  all  time,  uioDld  be  torn 
from  tboM  of  his  beloved  oonaort,  and  exhibited 
at  this  plaoe  h  a  mere  pageant,  for  the  idle  to 
gate  apon.  Let  ni  biaTe  do  pBaeanti7 — no 
emp^  ihow,  on  mch  a  mbjeot  He  wbb  mre 
be  ipoke  for  all  who  heard  him,  when  be  said, 
"  I  nave  that  within  which  posMth  show."  Ae 
to  a  moDOment,  oried  Mr.  MoD.,  rear  it  Bpend 
upon  it  what  700  wiU.    Ibke  it  dnrable  as  the 

Cyramida— eternal  as  the  moiutaini — 7011  shall 
ave  m;  00-operation.  Erect,  Ifyon  pleaiie,  a 
manBoleom  to  the  memory  of  Washington  in 
the  oapitol,  and  let  it  be  as  splendid  as  art  can 
make  it ;  bat,  in  the  name  of  all  the  ohrisldsn 
charities,  do  not  violate  his  tomb. 

Mr.  Dhattox,  of  South  Oarolina,  said :  I  en- 
tirely concur  with  my  ooUeaKOe,  (Mr.  MoDdp- 
nc.)  that  we  ought  not  U>  biterfere  with  the 
will  of  General  Wssbbgton.  Vhen  he  directed 
that  his  body  sbonld  be  tinried  at  Mount  Vernon, 
he  acted  in  eonformity  witli  bin  character, 
which  was  as  diitingnlsked  tvc  retiring  modesty, 
M  tbr  higher  and  loftier  endowments.  He 
would  not,  living  or  dying,  obtmde  himself 
upon  the  pnblic  notice.  He  therefore  provided 
for  his  interment,  in  the  manner  whidi  is  cus- 
tomary. His  will,  in  this  respect,  has  been  ful- 
filled ;  and  bis  remains  were  attended  to  the 


Bora,  with  the  nuostentatioos 
private  fiiueraL  Had  he  foreseen  that  the 
Federal  Legislature  wonld  desire  to  dispose  of 
hts  relics  in  a  mode  more  suitable  to  his 
name  and  bis  fame,  the  whole  tenor  of  his  lifb 
forbids  the  presamption  that  he  would  have 
opposed  their  wishes,  even  thonj^  they  mt^t 
have  l>een  at  variance  with  his  own.  In  obey- 
ing the  dictates  of  gratitude  for  his  services, 
ano  of  veneration  for  bis  memory,  we  cannot, 
then,  be  justly  charged  with  indeoently  violating 
the  sanctnary  of  the  grave,  and  disregarding 
the  iiganotions  of  the  deceased. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia,  who  object  to 
tiie  removtd  of  the  banes  of  their  iilDstriona 
fbllow-citiien,  however  natural  and  honorable 
may  be  their  motivea,  appear  to  be  influenced 
rather  bytheirfeelingstLanby thurjadgmenta. 
Thiiat  Washington,  doobUeaa,  was  sincerely 
md  stroDgty  attached  to  the  soil  of  his  nativity, 
his  great  moral  and  intelleotoal  faenlties,  his 
achievements  in  war,  and  his  counsels  in  peace, 
were  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  tne  in- 
terests and  to  the  increase  of  the  glory  of  his 
entire  country.  As  the  Union  received  the 
benefit  of  his  labors  and  his  talenta,  the  repre- 
■entotivea  of  the  Union  ought  to  express  their 
■ense  of  them,  in  the  most  aolemn  manner  of 
which  they  are  capable.  Vir^nla  will  not  be 
wronged  by  onr  reverential  tnbnte  to  her  son. 
Wherever  Lis  ashes  may  repose,  it  will  t>e  re- 
membered that  to  her  we  are  indebted  for  a 
'Washington :  and  whenever  his  virtues  and  his 
exploits  shall  be  celebrated  by  the  orator  and 


the  bard,  they  will  not  be  nnmindfnl  tbtTr 
ginia,  the  fiiiitfal  mother  of  iltostri 
was  also  the  parent  of  Washington. 

After  a  few  additional  observsticm  6c«fc 
MoCoT,  of  Virginia,  the  queetjou  wistibN 
the  resolations,  and  decided  in  the  lAi 
— yeas  109,  naya  It,  as  follows : 

TiAB.— Kesars.  Aduns,  Chilton  ADtn,  iti 
Applelon,    Archer,    Annitrong,    Anicid,  i 
Babcock,  Bscks,  N,  Birber,  Birrinpr,  L  C. 
Beardelej,  Bell,  Boon,  Brigg^  John  C.  in 
Bucher,  Boliard,  Burd,  Barges,  {Uhkb,  C 
leng,  CboBte,  Condict,  Condit,  Cooaer,  Jktm 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Ctv^^ 
Cnwford,  Creighton,  John  Davis,  Deirt«n.ta 
mekson,   Doddridge,  Drayloo,   Blsworth,  S*; 
Svuis,  Edward  Everett,  flUgenld.  GihuK,h 
neil.  Harper,  Heister,   Hodges,  Eopn,  Bita 
Howard,  Hagbee,  Hoot,  Hontinguo,  Dirit,lw 
■oil,  Jarvi^  Ricbard  K.  Johiuoa,  Kinu(k.b 
dall,  Henry  King,  Kerr,  Leavitt,  Lrtdwr.la' 
HcKennan,  Uercer,  HiUigan,  Thoiiu>B.Ki 
Hublenberv,    Neolon,   Pearce,   FeadlcUo,  1 
John  Reed,   Russell,   William  B.  Eb^ud,  I 
Smith,    Bontbard,    Spence,    StanbeTT7,  ^ 
Stewart,  Sudicrluid,  T&jlor,  Francis  Thoan,  i 
men  Thomas,  Tompkina,  Tracj,  VuKt,  Xtr^ 
Viuton,  Ward,  Wurdiiell,  Watmoorii,  WijK,! 
kin,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whit1i(seT,C" 
bell  P.  White,  Edwanl  D,  White,  WicUift," 
Wortbington,  Yoong — 109. 

Nits.— tlewta.  Alexander,  Hobeit  ADca,!^ 
Jobn  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  BusMw,  J.SUkI 
gen.  Betbone,  James  Blair,  Jobn  Bhir,  " 
Bouldin.  Cut,  CarMm,  Clubone,  Cbj,  ' 
Coke,  Collier,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Wuiea  1 
Davan,  Dewart,  Doubleday,  Horace  KTerell.rij 
Foster,  Gaitber,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomai  E  i 
William  Ball,  Haves,  Hawkins,  Hofisaii. 
backs,  Jewell,  Cave  Jobneon,  Charlei  CJot  ^ 
Adam  King,  John  King,  Lamar,  LaoaDr.lMi^n 
Lewis,  Ljon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason,  iti*A 
Cartj,  William  McCoy,  Robert  McCoj,  MtT 
Hclntire,  Newman,  KuckoUs,  Patton,  I^enOD. 
E.  C.  Reed,  Rencber,  Roane,  Root,  AngMto 
Sbepperd,  Soula,  Speight,  Stuidiftr,  Stom,  ■ 
Thompson,  John  Tbomsoo,  Wbeeler,  WilBm*-" 

Bo  the  House  concurred  with  the  j<HDt< 
mittee  in  their  report  and  resolaticws. 


TuBSDAT,  February  14. 
Portrait  of  TTosAtiiffM. 

Mr.  Jabtib,  fromtheOommitteeonflnW 
lio  Buildings,  reported  the  following  rwlio^ 
the  consideration  of  which  waspos^wM^"*^ 
to-morrow': 

Ruolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Hook  be  ^««^ 
to  EDiploy  Jobn  Vanderiyn,  of  New  Torit,  W^ 
a  full-lengtb  portrait  of  Waahington,  to  b«  (•* 
in  the  Hall  of  Representatives  oppoale  ""^. 
trait  of  Labjette ;  the  bead  to  be*  copTcfs^' 
WasbingtoD.  and  the  aecessoriei  to  be  kft  «* 
judgment  of  the  artistj  and  that  the  •»"  "v 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  fitm  ***  "S 
gent  fund  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  anW 
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StabM  nf  WiUhinfton, 

Vi.  Jabtu,  from  the  auae  <!oniniiU«e,  re- 
wrted  tha  foUowing  rMolotion,  irliioti  lud  one 
hj  for  oonMdenUoD : 

Jt-diMd,  That  the  Prcaideiit  of  the  Dnited  SUtM 
w  kathortied  to  emplo;  Hontio  Oreenouefa,  of 
liaMchuMtta,  to  eiecale,  In  marble,  a  fuU-leDgth 
ledeitrUn  (tstoe  of  WuhlngtoD,  to  be  placed  Id 
he  ceotra  of  the  rotueda  of  the  cipitol;  the  heed 
o  be  a  copj  of  Hoadon'i  WuhiDgtOD,  and  the  ac- 
mtoriea  to  be  left  to  thejadgmeut  of  the  artiii 

WaihiaglmCi  Bemain*. 
Itr.  AnuR  moved  the  folloiriDg  Tesolation : 
RnoivtJ,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  UaiUd  Stat«fl, 


atited  to  attend  el 


>  be  performed 


Demory  of  George  Waehiiiglan ;  and  that  the  Preei- 
leet  be  reqneeted  ta  euperinteod  the  depoiit  of 
he  remuDB  of  the  deeeaeed  in  (he  ^>ee  which  hu 
Men  selected  far  that  porpoae. 

Hr,  Thokab  obterv ed  thftt  the  gentlenun 
lot  7eBt«rdaf  been  in  the  Bdqsb,  bsTing  been 
letained  from  It  bj  indisposition,  and  was  not 
mtbably  aware  that  the  srrsngenient  propoaad 
n  bis  reeolndon  was  ab-eadf  within  the  power 
if  the  President  of  the  Bonat«  and  Speaker  of 
Jie  Honse,  who  bad  been  intrusted  with  a  dia- 
iretioa  as  to  the  details  of  the  removal  of  the 
'emalna.  Thereoould  not beadoabt that  those 
[entlemOD  would  adopt  a  oonree  dmilar  to  that 
low  propoMd ;  and  tberefote  it  would  be 
leoeesArj  aod  improper  to  pass  a  separate  reso- 
ntion  on  ^e  mbjoot 

Vr.  Adair,  oonfndering  it  more  reapectftal  to 
idopt  the  course  he  bad  designated,  inusted  on 
Ike  propriety  of  the  reeolntioa. 

Mr.  Adams  concorred  in  the  sentiment  es- 
>rewed  by  Kr.  Adaiii.  A  very  solemn  act  wat 
tbonb  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 
wtitatives  of  the  people,  and  he  thooght  it 
ronld  appear  better  before  the  world,  and  be- 
Ebre  posterity,  that  these  invitations  should  be 
{iven  by  a  direet  act  of  the  House. 

Ur.  Dbattoh  fully  wreed  in  the  opinii 
ihe  gentleman  from  Massaobosette.  He 
Mrfeotly  sore  Uiat  not  the  leaat  disrespect  to- 
wards the  President  of  the  United  States  bad 
>een  intended  by  the  mover  of  the  resolntion 
ret  saoh  an  inference  might  be  drawn  on  tb< 
tart  of  the  world.  It  was  a  great  occasion— 
ooh  a  one  as  would  probably  never  occur  again  . 
md  he  thought  it  not  decorous  in  the  Hoose  to 
eave  to  its  presiding  officer  an  act  which  had 
»ett«r  be  done  by  ilMlf.  It  wonld  be  more 
peotfol  to  the  Chief  Uapstrate  to  adopt  the 
flMlotkin. 

Hr.  Tbokas  sdd  be  withdrew  all  objections 
oit. 

Mr.  Wkteuffi  said  that,  considering  the  b- 
iiiiat«  relation  which  sabdsted  between  the 
]bief  Justice  Uarsball  and  Geotve  Washingtoi , 
le  would  suggest  to  the  mover  of  the  reeolotion^ 


whether  it  would  not  be  proper  t«  amend  it  by 
inserting  the  words  "  and  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Coort  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Adaik  accepted  the  modification ;  where- 
upon, 

Hr.  WioEUFTB  fbrther  snggesl^d  the  pro- 
priety of  adding  the  name  of  GDBrles  Osrrolt  of 
Carrollton,  which  was  accepted  in  like  manner. 

Mr.  Adams  thought  it  might  l>e  proper  to  ex- 
tend the  limits  of  the  resolution  still  further, 
and  include  the  name  of  James  Uadisou.  He 
was  not  sure  that  it  wonld  be  in  the  power  of 
Kr.  Hadison  to  comply  with  the  invitation ; 
bnL  as  the  Honse  was  abont  to  do  honor  to 
itsdf  and  to  the  nation,  it  was  a  mark  of  re- 
spect dne  to  this  di»tingniahed  citizen,  to  iududo 
him  among  those  specially  invited  by  its  an- 

Hr.  Oabson  intjnired  whether  it  would  not 
be  proper,  before  mviting  these  iodividnale,  to 
have  a  distinct  understanding  whether  the  anr- 
vivor  and  heir  of  General  Washington  would 
consent  to  the  removal  of  bis  body. 

The  Cbais  stated,  in  reply  to  this  inquiry, 
that  letters  had  been  written  that  morning  by 
the  presiding  oflioer  of  the  Senate  and  himself 
to  ascertain  whether  snch  consent  woold  be 

Mr.  Ellbwobtb  thought  there  was  no  need 
of  waiting  on  that  account,  unce  the  bot  itself, 
that  such  invitations  bad  been  given,  might 
have  an  effect  in  rendering  the  anrvivor  of  the 
Wasliington  family  the  more  willing  to  consent 
to  the  removal. 

Xt.  £.  EvBSBTT  observed  that  the  speoiflca- 
tlon  of  certain  individnals  in  this  resolntion 
might  be  supposed  as  intended  to  eidnde  all 
other  persons.  To  prevent  this,  he  thoo^t  it 
wonld  be  proper  to  give  a  discretion  to  the 
presiding  officers,  by  the  addition  of  some  such 
clause  as  this,  "  together  with  snch  other  per- 
sons aa  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  may  think  proper." 

Hr.  Dbatton  said  that  he  nndersCood  snch  a 
discretion  to  have  been  already  vested  by  the 
resolution  formerly  passed. 

Hr.  Kkbb  snggested  that  it  wonld  be  more 
proper  to  specif  the  relatives  of  the  &mily. 

Ur.  EvEBTTT  thought  it  wonld,  and  moved  it 
aceordingly. 

Ur.  CAxBsKLna  sud  that  he  hoped  he 
abonld  not,  in  the  motion  be  was  about  to  make, 
violate  the  obligations  of  decorum,  or  be  con- 
sidered wanting  in  delicacy,  when  he  ang- 
rted  the  propriety  of  extending  the  invitation 
the  resolution  to  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Hr,  Adams  said,  that  while  he  was  gratefnl 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  for  the  motion 
which  he  had  made,  he  mnst  be  permitted  to 
reqneet  that  he  would  withdraw  it.  He  was 
somdently  honored  In  the  fact  that  snch  an  in- 
vitation had  been  proposed ;  whatever  he  mi^bt 
have  been,  he  held  at  ureeent  what  be  oonsid- 
ered  the  most  honorable  station  that  could  be 
conferred  on  him  as  one  of  the  repreeentaUvet 


..ogle 
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of  tbe  people  of  the  United  SUtea.  He  repeat- 
ed his  reqaest  that  the  motion  might  be  with- 
drawn ;  wherenpon, 

Ur.  Gahbbeleno  mIA  that  if  such  was  the 
gentleman's  wish,  he  should  withdraw  tlie  mo- 
tion, and  he  withdrew  it  aocordioglj. 

The  resolotion,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr*.  Wa^ington't  Semaim, 

Ur.  Bates,  of  Uaiae,  said  that  when  the  lab- 

}ect  of  remoHng  the  remaina  of  Washington 
isd  yesterda;  bMn  nnder  discussion,  sncb  had 
been  his  feelings  that  he  coald  not  have  spoken 
one  word.  He  had  felt  as  if  it  waa  wrong  to 
remove  lliose  retios ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
oi^eotions  in  his  mind  was  the  idea  of  separat- 
ins  tbe  dust  of  Washington  from  that  of  hia 
bdoTed  oonsort.  He  had  since  discovered,  from 
records  which  he  then  held  in  his  hand,  that 
when  Mrs.  Washington  consented  to  the  re- 
moval of  her  hnsband'a  body,  it  was  the  distinct 
Dnderstanding,  l>etween  her  and  tbe  then  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States,  that  if  his  remainu 
ahocld  be  removed,  her  own  shonld  be  laid  be- 
side them.  He  had  opposed  the  motion  jester- 
daj,  bat  since  it  had  passed,  he  wonld  to-daj 
offer  a  resolution,  the  effect  of  which  wonld  be 
to  prevent  the  separation  to  which  he  had  al- 
Inded.  He  hoped  it  would  receive  Uie  nnani- 
Mnons  consent  of  the  Honse. 

Ifr.  Batu  then  offered  the  following  : 

JfMafH(f  bg  the  Semitt  and  Hmat  of  Rimwmta- 
tivei.  That  the  Preeident  at  the  Seoate  and  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  RepreaeolAtivei  be  berebj  Author- 
ized to  mike  application  to  John  A.  Waabington, 
of  ModdL  Vemon,  and  to  George  W.  P.  Custis, 
grandson  of  Urs.  WaBhington,  for  the  remsic*  of 
Bartha  Wasbington,  to  be  removed,  and  deposited 
in  the  capitol  at  Waahingtoa  Cilj,  at  the  same  time 
with  those  of  her  late  consort  George  Wasbiagton, 
and,  If  leave  be  obtained,  to  take  measures  accord- 
Inglj. 

Ur.  Bd-l,  one  of  the  comimittee  of  twenty- 
fonr,  stated  the  express  understanding  of  that 
committee  that  the  remuns  of  Mrs,  Washing- 
ton should  accompany  those  of  her  husband. 

Ur.  WioKLiKPK.  another  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, confirmed  this  statement,  and  thought 
that  port  of  the  arrangements  had  best  be  left 
to  the  presiding  officers. 

Ur.  UaaoRB,  though  he  would  have  been 
contented  with  anch  a  reference,  thooght,  as 
the  resolution  bad  been  brought  forward,  it 
onght  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  QBa:4!<BLL  tbonght  so  too,  but  still  hoped 
tiie  mover  would  consent  to  withdraw  it 

Mr.  Adamb  hoped  the  resolntioa  would  pass. 
He  confirmed  the  statement  as  to  the  under- 
standing in  the  committee,  and  expressed  his 
hope  that,  as  the  committee  had  been  perfectly 
□nanimous  on  this  point,  the  House  would  be 
so  likewise.  The  same  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced him  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  former  reso- 
lution, inclined  bitn  to  support  this,  that  respect 
might  be  shown,  first  to  the  illustrious  individ- 
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ual  himself,  and  then  to  all  that  Burrounded  ^ 
was  moat  dear  to  him. 

Ur.  CsAKjroBD  thought  th«  resolntion  cagk 
to  pass,  aa  it  wonld  remove  all  doubt  from  As 
minds  of  the  preeiding  officers  as  to  Un  tnot 
of  their  authority  and  dnty. 

Ur.  Abnols  was  not  oppooed  to  tbe  olju 
of  the  resolution,  but  strouglj  in  favm-of  itj 
yet  he  thought  it  ongUt  to  be  incorpontsis 
the  same  resolution  which  referred  to  the  hodi    { 
of  General  Waabington ;  that  object,  ha  hcpl    ' 
might  yet  be  effected  by  a  reoonsideralita. 

Ur.  Adamb  observed,  in  reply,  tbat  ihete- 
mer  resolution  only  vent  to  carry  into  tSM 
the  resolve  of  Congress  in  17S9,  sod  thenta 
it  wonld  be  improper  to  indndein  itardena* 
to  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Washington- 
Mr.  AitMom,  hoping  that  if  the  fcmner  nas- 
luUon  were  reoonsidered,  not  onlj  the  ammi 
would  be  included,  but  that  a  iiDanimons  vita 
might  be  obtained  in  favor  c^  both,  moTcdfli 
reconsideration  accordingly, 

Aa  the  reaolutioD  bad  not  been  eentieiii 
Senate,  the  motion  was  entertained  by  tk 
Chair. 

Ur.  Thdhas  opposed  the  motion  in  ii  miiiiHa 
as  being  not  only  needlesa,  bat  iinpn^^er.  Tit 
two  resolutions  ought  not  to  be  blotded,  W 
very  properly  followed  each  other. 

Ur.  Tbohpsor,  of  Geoi^ia,  after  Btm>»  ts- 
planation  of  what  passed  in  the  oommittse  d 
twenty-four,  answered  the  gentleman  fnai 
Tennessee,  (Ur.  Asbold,)  that  he  was  nit 
taken,  if  be  expected  to  obtun  a  ""p""**™ 
vote.  He  for  one  should  vote  to-day  as  h«  U 
voted  yesterday,  and  for  tbe  same  reaaooa. 

Ur,  A.  H.  SntppsaD  expressed  bis  sdi^jn 
at  the  difference  of  opiniooa  entertained  by  Ik* 
member?  of  tbe  committee.  If  not  imjiiif , 
it  wonld  be  highly  desirable  to  loani  the  -nan 
which  the  Vice  President  and  Speaker  cote- 
tained  of  the  powers  given  them  by  (he  reaito- 

The  Spbakkr  said,  as  fiir  as  his  own  <^iiiiia 
was  concerned,  he  bad  no  hemtsticw  in  aqiac 
that  the  resolutions  of  yesterday  w««  ooofiMd 
distinctly  to  the  object  of  tbe  resoJntion*  i 
ITSB,  which  related  to  the  body  of  Geeqi 
Washington,  and  to  that  alone. 

Ur.  Sasppaan  urged  this  nsfij  to  show  tbi 

the  committee  of  twenty-four  had  beea  m- 

taken  in  their  nnderatanSng  of  the  matter,  vl 

Li^ed  nnanimity  either  in  reoonsdcri^  ikt 

former  resolution  or  adopting  the  present. 

Ur,  Dkahbobs  was  exposed  to  tbe  reKB- 
sideration,  for  the  object  stated  by  tbe  gol)*- 
from  Tennessee,  (Ur.  Abhold.)  A  ■«;» 
like  thi-  — -"  -     -        "  "- 


rate  resolution  like  tl 


s  would  c 


honcff  on  the  remuns  of  Ura.  Waahingtoa,  lAm 
ever- in  the  bistoryof  tbe  world,  been  tea- 
ferred  on  any  female. 

Ur.  WiLLiAHB  said  he  hoped  the  gntloMa 
from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Abhold)  wotild  witbdav 
bis  motion. 

Asxotn  refiised  to  do  so^  and  sjik 
urged  the  imprt^iie^  ot  scparatiiig  the  t«* 
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•MlatioDB.  If  gentlemen  chose  to  hold  out  ta 
be  negative,  thej  might  do  so.  But  he  knew 
t  more  than  one  who,  hsTlng  witnessed  the 
xpreeeion  of  the  wiU  of  the  Hoose,  were  deair- 
a«  of  altering  their  votes  for  the  sake  of  nnan- 

Mr.  Spitort  demanded  the  previous  question, 
at  oonsented  to  withdraw  it  to  admit  a  brief 
eplrfKmi 

Ifr.  Thomfboit;  npon  whieh,  that  eentleman 
indleated  the  oonrse  he  had  ptu-BneoT 

ICr.  SmflHT  renewed  the  call,  but  again 
r^ved  it,  to  aooommodate 

Hr.  Booir,  who  pledged  himself  to  renew  it, 
rbtoh  he  did,  after  a  very  brief  explanation  of 
is  own  condaot  The  oalt  for  the  previona 
peatioD  was  seconded  bj  the  House — yeas  107. 

When  the  main  ^nemon  was  pnt  on  reoon- 
Idering.  and  lost  withoot  a  count. 

ICr.  Etanh,  of  Maine,  nctfr  moved  the  pre- 
looa  qnestioD  on  the  resolution  of  llr.  B^na, 
nt  conaentad  to  withdraw  the  oall,  at  the  re- 
pMst  of 

ICr,  Ebrk,  who  snggestad  the  propriel?  of 
oaking  the  same  apptioation  to  the  enrviving 
•latlons  of  Urs.  Washington,  in  respect  to  her 
wnstDs,  which  bad  been  ordered  to  be  ad- 
Iressed  to  the  relatives  of  the  General  in  re- 
;ard  to  his.  Ur.  E.  enlarged  npon  the  manifest 
Dstioe  and  pn^riety  of  snofa  a  conrse. 

Mr.  Batbs  accepted  the  modification  of  his 
aaoliition  to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
ut  up,  by  ad^ng  the  words  "  and  of  George 
F.  F.  Onstis,  grandson  of  Mrs.  Washington," 

The  resolntion  was  then  carried  irithont  a 
nnot. 

After  the  resolotlon  had  passed,  Mr.  Kbbb 
Ki»«ssed  a  wish  to  withdraw  the  amendment 
M  bad  eabmitted. 

The  Spusn  informed  htm  the  reaolntton  had 
■•Med,  and  had  gone  to  the  Senate  for  ooncnr- 

Tbe  HooM  &ai  resumed  the  apportionment 
>{D — the  qaestion  being  on  Mr.  Outtoh's  mo- 
ion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  a  ratio  of 
18,000  was  stricken  oat,  and  44,400  inserted  in 
ien  of  that  nomber. 

Mr.  Porx  wished  to  have  one  voto  more 
aken,  and  he  woold  then,  if  it  waa  negatived, 
abmit.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
D  a  Select  Committee,  witii  InstrootioDB  to  in- 
ert 47,700  ai  tbe  ratio,  and  this  nomber  would 
lOt  inereaae  the  House  more  than  half  the 
inmber  which  would  be  the  resnlt  from  the 
doMton  of  44,800. 

Mr.  Adams  b^,  if  be  waa  disposed  to  protract 
be  debate,  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment ; 
{It  as  the  sense  of  the  Honse  bad  been  twice 
aken,  and  as  it  waa  so  thoroughly  ascertained 
hat  48,000  would  not  be  exceeded,  be  hoped 
artlier  attempts  woold  not  be  made  for  a  luger 
lumber;  he  would  vote  against  the  amendment 
~"  '"  )  motion  made  by  Mr.  Polk 

I  oonsideTed  the  objeotims 


VohU^-sa 


[H.  ovB. 

against  them  both  as  strong  as  against  any 
numbers  submitted  to  the  Hoose. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Polk's 
motion  to  reoommit  the  bill  to  the  committee, 
with  iustraclions  to  insert  47,700  in  lieu  of 
44,800 ;  which  motion  prevailed,  by — yeoa  106, 
nays  91. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poix,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  committee  should  consist  uf  seven  persons ; 
and  Messrs.  Polx,  Holland,  Thompson  of 
Ohia  J.  EiKo,  THOMAa  of  Louisiana,  Basstow, 
and  Bdohib,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Vanoi  moved  that  a  statement  of  the 
several  ftwitions,  to  be  created  by  the  adoption 
of  47,700  for  the  ratio,  in  each  Btate,  and  read 
to  the  Hous^  should  be  printed ;  which  was 
ordered. 

WcmnaoAT,  February  16. 
Apportionment  Sill. 
Mr.  Folk,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  recommitted  yesterday  the  bill  for 
the  apportionment  of  repreaentatives  according 
to  the  fifth  census,  with  instructions  to  strike 
out  44,800,  and  to  insert  47,700,  reported  the 
sud  bill,  amended  according  to  the  said  instme- 


Mr,  WiLLiAMB  hoped  he  wonld  not  press 

otion :  the  present  sulfject  misht  oe  p< 

poned,  and  Qie  ^propriation  bius  taken  np 


the 


fie  hoped  never  to  see  the  previona  question 
bronght  down  upon  theHouse,  while  duiberat- 
tns  on  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  MoDuTFii  disclaimed  alt  idea  of  forcing 
any  gentleman  into  one  conrse  or  another ;  the 
House  wonld  act  freely. 

The  Cbaib  suggested  that  tiie  previous  ques- 
tion would  not  aooomplish  the  object  the  gen- 
tieman  bad  in  view.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  in  the  natnre  of  an  amendment  to 
thebilljandtbe  whole  subject  would  be  open  to 
discnssion. 

Mr.  Polk  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  Chair 
had  dedded  that  after  the  House  had  instructed 
the  committee  to  amend  this  bill  in  a  particular 
manner,  and  the  bill  had  been  reported  fh>m 
the  committee  so  amended,  it  was  then  necea- 
■ary  for  the  House  to  act  upon  the  amendment. 

The  Spsakhb^  that  was  theopinioaof  the 
Ch^r. 

Mr.  Folk  sud,  with  alt  deference  to  tbe 
Chair,  he  was  bound  to  appeal  ttaia  the  ded- 

The  Sfkaxkb  stated  the  principles  upon  which 
the  decision  was  founded. 

An  animated  discussion  arose  on  the  point  of 
order,  in  which  Mesmt.  Tatlou,  Cahson,  Wiok- 
urra,  and  Evkxktt  supported  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  aud  Messrs.  MoDnrrii  and  Folk 
advocated  the  views  of  the  latter  gentieman ; 
but,  before  the  question  waa  taken  on  the  ap- 


■Tt,. 


Polk  said  he  was  unwilling  to  oocapy 
the  time  of  the  House  by  this  inoioental  que^ 
tioD,  and  though  hia  opinion  was  unchanged, 


ogle 


ABRIDaMBNT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R.] 


Rtmmu  9/ WatUitgtoiL, 


he  would  witbdrAW  the  >Ppe«l,  and  move  tl 
Qie  House  oodoqt  with  ute  unendineiit  mi 
bf  the  oannntttM. 

Th«  qiMatioa  reoniTed  on  oonoorring  ir 
the  oommittee  io  their  report,  {^\t.  47,70 
and  wu  decided  in  the  amrtofttiTe  by — ;i 
119,  n»ys  76. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  the  aiteratiotis  in  t 
residne  of  the  bill  which  was  rendered  nee 
atrj  bf  this  vote ;  whioh  wu  agreed  to ;  a 
the  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  its  th 
reading  to-morrow. 


TaamsDi.-T,  Febmorr  IS. 
E^maval  of  the  Indian*. 

The  following  Veasage  waa  receired  from  the 
Freaident  of  the  United  States : 

Washirotoh,  ISCh  JUnary,  1SS3. 
7!>  lAt  Stnatt  and  Hohsi  of  Btpnuntatijitt : 

Beinff  more  uid  mora  conrinced  that  the  detti- 
nj  of  toe  ladiwoa  within  the  settled  portion  of  the 
Diiited  StBlei  depeoda  upon  their  entire  uid  apoedj 
migration  In  tha  countrj  west  of  tbe  UiadBsippi  «et 
apart  for  tlieir  permuietit  reddence,  I  %m  ftQiiont 
that  all  the  amitigementi  Decoaaar;  to  the  complete 
eiecation  ef  tbe  plan  of  removal,  and  to  the  uld- 
mate  security  and  improvement  of  tbe  Indiana, 
aboaid  be  made  witlioul  further  delay.  Those  *ho 
bare  already  remored,  and  are  removing,  are  suf- 
ficiently nutrerous  to  engage  the  serious  attention 
of  tbe  Government;  and  it  is  due  not  icaa  to  them 
than  to  the  obligation  which  the  nation  baa  aa~ 
■nmed,  that  every  reasoaable  step  should  be  taken 
to  fulfil  the  eipectaUona  that  have  been  held  out  to 
them.  Uany  of  thoee  who  yet  remain,  will,  no 
doubt,  within  a  short  period,  become  seoidble  that 
the  couree  recommeaded  la  the  only  one  which 

£romisea  stabilitf  of  improvement,  and  it  is  to  be 
oped  (hat  all  of  them  will  realize  this  truth,  and 
nnite  with  their  brethren  beyond  the  UiseiaaipiH. 
%ould  they  do  so,  there  would  then  be  no  question 
of  Jurisdiction  to  prevent  the  Government  from 
exercising  auch  a  general  control  over  their  affaira 
M  may  be  essential  to  their  interest  and  safety : 
ahoold  any  of  them,  however,  repel  tbe  offer  of  re- 
moval, they  are  free  to  remun ;  but  they  must 
remain  with  such  privileges  and  disabilities  as  the 
respective  Btates,  within  whose  jurisdiction  they  lie, 
my  presort. 

I  tnuumit,  herefdfb,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  which  presents  a  general  outline  of  tbe 
progress  that  tu^  already  been  made  in  this  worli, 
and  of  all  that  remaioB  to  be  done.  It  will  be  pe> 
ceived  that  much  ioformatioo  is  jet  necessary  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Giov- 
erncnent,  without  which  it  will  be  imposaible  to 
provide  for  the  eiecutian  of  aome  of  tbe  existing 
adpulaUons,  or  make  those  prudential  arrange- 
ments, upon  which  the  final  success  of  the  whole 
movement,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Indians  them- 
selves, must  depend. 

I  recommend  the  subject  lo  the  attention  of 
Oongreee,  in  tbe  hope  that  the  suggestions  io  Ibis 
report  may  be  fouad  useful,  and  that  proviaioD  may 
be  made  for  the  apptnotmsnt  of  tbe  commissioners 
therein  referred  to,  and  for  vesting  them  with  snch 
authority  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  ntiaOtctory 


performance  of  the  hnportant  dnliea  propeecdtali 
Intmated  to  then. 

ANDBEW  JACESOS. 


JBemaint^  WaMmft»n, 
Tbe  Spiakcb  annonnoed  to  tbe  Hooet  AS 
the  Vioa  President  and  himself  in  the  filfl- 
ment  of  the  joint  resolatiooa  of  the  two  Eo«^ 
in  rolaUon  to  the  celebration  of  the  ceatMari 
anniversary  of  tbe  birthds,r  of  George  Waahinf' 
ton,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  A.  Wtriiiw- 
ton,  and  to  Ur.  O.  W.  P.  Gastis,  reqneatii^  ili« 
consent  to  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Geoqi 
Washington  and  Uartha  Washington,  andM 
received  their  answers,  copies  of  nil  of  wbidi 
ho  lidd  before  the  Hoose,  and  which  are  uH, 
lows: 

WamniraTOM,  f^ruawy  14,  isn 
BiK ;  Tbe  Senate  and  House  of  RepreMMiM 
have  passed  a  joint  reaolation  to  odefatau  d^ 
centennial  birthday  of  Geone  Waahingtoo, 
izing  the  Preadent  of  tiie  Seoate  and  tbe  !.,._  . 
of  the  House  of  RefireseDtatiTes  to  mak*  wfiotiM 
to  you  for  his  rem^s,  to  be  removed,  and  fcy- 
itedin  tbe  capltol  at  Waslungton,  in  cos' 
with  tlie  reatdution  of  Congieaa  of  the  Slth 
ber,  ITaB. 

They  have  passed  another  Joint 
authoridoK  us  to  make  appUcatioo  lo  yon  aadlii 
Q.  W.  P.  Custis,  for  tbe  temaina  of  Manba  Wi*< 
Ingtoa,  to  be  removed  and  depodted  at  tbe  sag 
time  with  thoee  of  her  late  consort  OeorgeTi^ 


and,  in  the  diaobarge  of  uie  duty  in 
have  to  reqneat  that  yon  will  give 
answer  to  this  application  as  may  be  . 

We  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great 
your  obedient  serrants, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
Viet  pTttident,  and  Pmident  of  lit  StnatL 
A.  STKVfisSON, 
BptaJur  efOu  Htiuf  of  R^ntattaHia. 
Hr.  J.  A,  WiaBiaoToa,  JTmbU  Vtnum. 

A  similar  letter  to  the  abore  was  mUnmA 
to  George  W.  P.  Cnatia,  Esq. 

Uoan  TUKOH,  Ftbruarg  16, 1B31 
7b  the  AonoroUg  (As  Praidmt  oftlttSmaU, 

and  Uu  Sptaktr  of  Iht  Hotut  tjf  Jtrpmeiti^irm. 

GEHTtEura:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  recaft 
of  your  letter,  and  the  leaolutions  of  CoagiaM« 
carry  into  complete  effect  tlut  which  was  ailnpliii 
in  December.  I7BB,  for  the  removBl  of  the  rcaM* 
of  George  Washington  to  the  seat  of  Gorerawat 

I  have  received  with  profound  setkatiilitj  il 
expression  of  the  desire  of  Congresa,  repreeenik; 
tbe  whole  oitioo,  to  have  the  custody  and  tart  d 
tbe  remains  of  my  revered  relative  ;  and  the  anf 
gle  which  it  has  produced  in  my  mind  betwrcii 
sense  of  duty  to  the  highest  authorities  of  myMM- 
tryandprivalefeelings  has  been  greatly  embam* 
ing.  But  when  1  recollect  that  his  will,  in  reifM 
to  the  dispoution  of  his  remains,  has  been  rectad; 
carried  into  full  eSeot,  and  that  thej  now  rqasl  it 
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Brfect  tnuqoUlitr,  aurrouiidcd  \ij  thoae  of  otber 
idesrad  inembera  of  tbe  faiiiUj,  I  hope  Coogress 
ill  do  joBtiea  to  the  motiTea  which  seem  to  me  to 
iquln  th«C  I  Rbould  Dot  coaHQt  to  their  iep«n- 

I  praj   joQ,  gsntlemeii,  t 


f  mj  gnod  uncle,   for  ths  disUngnlihcd  honor 
Uch  m*  intemiei]  to  hii  memorj,  and  accept  for 
ounelTM  umuMMM  of  mj  gnitknde  and  esuam. 
JOHN  A.  WASHIIfOTON. 


7Wa^  S 
»:  The  letu 


»  NigU,  Pkbruarg  U,  1832. 

Omruif n :  The  letter  ; on  b^re  done   me  the 

onor  to  write  to  me,  requeiiliig  m;  coniwnt  to  the 

tmoTtI  of  the  remaini  of  mj  venerable  grand 

■renu  ft«m  tbelr  present   reating  pUoe  to  the 

T'tot,  I  have  tbla  taoment  received. 
give  my  most  hearty  consent  to  the   remoTal 
F  the  remains,  after  the  manner  requested,  and 
[ingratulate  the  OoTcniiDent  upon  tba  approach- 
ig  consummatioa  of  a  great  act  of  national  graU- 

I  hav«  tbe  booor  to  I>e,  with  perfect  reapeet, 
entlemen,  your  most  obedient  serrant, 

QEOROE  w.  P.  cusna. 

O  tbe  Hon.  Jonn  C.  Oii.Bon«, 

Yie»  Fnndaa  of  tht  Uniltd  atatm. 

AXDBKW  BtITINSOH, 

Bptakrr  a/At  Hotm  o/It^nttiitatUu  U.  B. 
Ur.  EvEBXTT  suggested  tiie  propriety  of  re- 
MrioK  th«M  letters  to  a  Select  Oommittoe,  in- 
smnca  as  their  reoeptioD  might  render  it  nec- 
ssary  to  make  some  change  in  tbe  oontem- 
lated  arrangement  for  the  ^iproacbing  oelebra- 

Mr.  Tbohas,  of  LonUlana,  thonsiit  the  House 
Kd  gone  sa  far  BS  it  need  go.  Let  the  whole 
roceedings  be  spread  upon  the  joDmals,  and 
lere  let  tbe  matter  rest. 

Mr.  Adaks  thought  the  oommitment  woold 
B  unnecessary ;  and  after  a  short  conversation, 
[r.  ETKBarr  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Apportlottmmt  Bill. 


Jir.  Davib,  of  Massaohnsetta,  demanded  the 
eaa  and  nays  on  the  passase  of  the  bill,  whiob 
as  ordered,  and  were  as  follows : 

Tub.— llessR.  Adair,  Alexaoder,  C.  Allan,  B. 
Jlen,  ADlson,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold, 
rfiley,  Babcock,  Banks,  BBrawell,  Barringer,  Bar- 
aw,  J.  Bates,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair, 
}bQ  Blair,  Boon,  Bouck,  Bouldin,  Branch,  J.  C. 
rodfaead,  Bucher,  Butlard,  Bard,  Burges,  Cambre- 
ng,  Carr.  Chinn,  OUibonie,  Clay,  Clayton,  Collier, 
iMiner,  B.  Cooke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Crdg,  Craw- 
>rd,  Davenport,  Deyan,  Dewart,  Doableday,  Dray- 
in,  Duncan,  Q.  Evans,  3.  Evans,  Felder,  ^tzger- 
d,  Foster,  Oaither,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Oriffin,  W. 
■U,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hogao,  Holland, 
irie,  laacba,  Jewett,  R.  M.  Jobnson,  Care  John- 
'Q,  Cavanagh,  Kennon,  A.  King,  J.  King,  H.  King, 
imar,  I^nsmg,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
ann  Hardii, llaMn,  Hanhall,  Maiwell,  UcCarty, 


W.  McCoy,  K.  UcCov,  HcDnffle,  Uclntire,  UcKen- 
nan,  Uilligan,  T.  R.  kitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Newnao, 
Nuckolls,  Patton,  Fearce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Potta, 
Bencher,  Roane,  Root,  Russel,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A. 
H.  Bbepperd,  Smith,  Soule,  Speight,  Suuidifer, 
Stephens,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  P.  Tbomas,  Wiley 
ThompsoD,  J.  ThomaoQ,  Tampking,  Tracy,  Ver- 
planck,  Tinlon,  Ward,  Wardwelt,  Wayne,  E.  Whit> 
tlesej,  F.  Whittlesey,  0.  P.  White,  E.  D.  White, 
Wickliffe,  Wilde— 130. 

Nits. — Messrs.  Adams,  Appleton,  Armstrong,  N. 
Barber,  J.  8.  Bsrbonr,  I.  0.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Brigga, 
J.  Brodhead.  Cahoon,  Cboate,  L.  Condict,  S.  Condit, 
B.  Cooke,  Crane.  Creigbton,  J.  Davia,  Dearborn, 
Denay,  DIckaon,  Doddridge,  Ellsworth,  E.  Everett, 
H.  Everett,  GreDnell,  T.  H.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haf 
par,  Hodges,  Hofibian,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hont, 
Huntington,  Irvin,  Jarvis,  C.  0.  Johnaton,  Kendall, 
Kerr,  Lecompte,  Hercer,  Newlon,  Pitcher,  Ran- 
dolph, J.  Seed,  E.  C.  Reed,  SUde,  Southard,  Starrs, 
F.  Thomas,  Tance,  Waahlngton,  Watmough,  Week^ 
Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Toong— 68. 

South  Carolina  Claimt. 
The  HoQse  then  took  np  the  bill  allowing  the 
State  of  Soatb  Carolina  certain  snins  on  ocoonnt 
of  eipeoditnree  made  by  her  for  defence  daring 
tiie  late  war.  Tbe  question  before  the  Honee 
was  nnon  oooonrrence  with  the  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole  in  tbe  amendment  allowing  a  certito 
amonnt  for  blankets  f^imished,  which  waa  oar- 
lb-.  'WaiTTLisBT  moved  hrthm-  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  therefh>m  the  first  and 
seoond  secUons,  allowing  the  State  interest  on 
certain  soms.  He  stated  that  a  bill  from  tbe 
Senate  had  tieen  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of 
Claims,  (of  which  he  is  chairman,)  allowing  in- 
terest to  all  those  States  who  had  paid  intereat 
on  the  moneys  they  had  advanced  te  the  Gen- 
eral Qovemment.  The  Oommittee  of  Claims 
propoeed  an  amendment  to  that  bill,  which  re- 
tted tbe  Senate's  principle,  bnt  extended  it 
to  all  advances  made  by  any  of  the  States.  He 
thought  it  better  that  theoe  aUowaoces  sbontd 
be  embraced  in  one  general  law,  applying  alike 
to  all  the  States. 

Mr.  MoDdtkb  nrged  against  this  motion  the 
delay  which,  bad  already  taken  place.  Sonth 
Carolina  had  waited  for  five  sessions,  and  hod 
expended  &ft«wi  or  twenty  tfaooaand  doUan  in 
presenting  her  didms.  Her  aguit  was  now  here 
waiting.  The  principle  was  dear,  and  be  wm 
willing  that  it  sboald  be  applied  to  all  other 
States  in  like  (urcnmstances. 

Ur.  Dbatton  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that  Sonth  Carolina  asked  no  more 
than  what  bad  been  allowed  in  the  case  of  other 
States,  and  that,  if  there  was  any  distinotitHi 
between  their  cases  and  hers,  the  diatiadion 
was  in  her  favor.  The  State  hod  a  bank  ia 
which  she  invested  her  funds,  when  not  other- 
wise employed ;  and  from  which  the  Stota 
Dsnaliy  derived  a  dividend  of  from  nine  to 
twelve  per  cent.  Yet,  though  her  advanoM 
had  been  made  from  the  stock  of  this  bonk, 
she  demanded  bat  six  per  cent.  iat«rMb 
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Mr.  WtLLuiu,  ot  Nmlh  Oandini,  contended  : 
tiut  tills  UU  introdaoed  a  new  principle,  namelf , 
tlut  SUtea  were  to  be  oompenaated  for  wLM 
tbe;  had  loot  In  oonMqoeaoe  of  making  ad- 
vances to  tiie  Union.  If  this  principle  wu 
adopted,  it  onght  to  be  carried  fall;  oat,  and 
Bonth  Oarolina,  instead  of  reoeiTing  sis,  ought 
to  bo  allowed  from  nine  to  tweUe  per  cent. 
She  bad  not  raised  the  nionej  b;  taxes,  or  bor- 
rowed it  on  interest,  but  liad  tued  her  bank 
stock,  on  which  it  wa<  verj  onoertBin  what  in- 
terest she  might  have  received.  The  principle 
eataUiihed  by  the  Gonuuittee  of  Clauns  was, 
that  the  States  were  to  b«  allowed  only  for 
leases  or  ii^Jnries  aotoallT  sast^ed,  and  inter- 
eitaetaallr  paid. 

Hr.  HnaoBi  protested  with  warmth  against 
the  pria^le  that  anj  regard  was  to  be  hod  to 
the  state  and  oonditioa  of  a  State's  dn&nees  at 
the  time  she  had  advanced  money  to  the  Dnited 
States,  in  eettlbg  the  ftUowauoe  of  interest. 
Sonth  Carolina  had  a  bank ;  and  whether  she 
had  been  puking  upon  its  stock  ten  per  cent., 
or  fifty  per  cent.,  or  a  hmidred  per  cenL,  was 
perfectly  immaterial.  The  only  qnestion  was, 
whether  the  Doited  States  had  had  her  money, 
whether  they  onght  to  reimbnrse  it,  and 
whetliar  they  ovAt  not  to  allow  her  the  legal 
nte  c€  interest  anring  the  time  they  had  had 
the  nae  of  iL  The  interest  was  as  much  dne 
as  the  prii 

reaeons,  be  willing  to  wuve 
bot  that  did  not  toeoli  the  i 
went  into  a  statement  of 
which  bad  indooed  Viiginia,  at  one  time,  not 
to  preae  the  whole  of  her  demands  npon  the 
United  States.  Bnt  if  one  State  should  choose 
to  oomponud  fbr  a  part  of  her  demand,  that  did 
not  in  the  least  afiieot  the  rigfata  of  other  States. 

Hie  principle  was  a  very  important  one.  It 
was  important  that  all  the  Stetea  ahonld  nnder- 
■tand  that,  if  nndw  any  emergency  the  Gfineral 
Government  sbonid  be  nnable  to  extend  its 
ahield  over  all  the  extremities  of  the  Union, 
those  States  who,  in  each  a  crisis,  made  ad- 
vances for  the  general  defence,  wonld  be  snre 
of  a  JQst  and  ample  oompensation. 

Mr.  WmrruaBT,  after  an  explanation  to  Jfr. 
UiBOSB,  begged  that  gentleman  and  sU  the 
Eonse  to  take  notice  that  he  was  not  oppoeed 
to  the  sUowanoe  of  interest  In  any  ease  where 
advances  had  been  made.  He  folly  admitted 
the  justice  of  the  principle,  that  the  Govern- 
ment onght  to  allow  interest  for  the  time 
during  which  it  had  had  the  ose  of  the  money 
of  the  States.  E^Moially  onght  this  principle 
to  be  apidied  to  tiie  advanoee  made  dnring  the 
'last  war,  when  thefondsand  credit  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  were  so  completely  eibansted, 
that  its  stock  told  for  twelve  and  nineteen  per 
cent,  below  par.  No  more  was  asked  fbr  these 
timely  advances,  than  a  simple  interest  of  six 
per  cwiL,  by  allowing  which  the  United  States 


-vmendinent,  bat  baoanse  he  wiahed  equal  jus- 


tice nnto  all  the  States,  and  beeanse  the  UL  ■ 
it  stood,  was  in  soch  a  shape  that  the  lUri 
Auditor  wonld  have  great  diffloolty  m  aaaf 
apon  it.  Ur.  W.  ooncnrred  with  the  gentieoa 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Wuxiuis)  that  & 
bill  did  cootain  anew  prindple,  because  intcnfi 
had  heretofore  been  allowed  only  in  cases  whet 
the  States  had  themselves  paid  interest.  SocL 
at  least,  had  been  the  mle  in  reference  to  lit 
last  war.  It  wonld  be  an  endless  task  tooka- 
late  the  interest  on  each  particular  anm  &<■ 
the  time  it  had  been  advanced.  The  8a* 
had  proposed  a  bett«'  mle,  wbich  was  to  taa- 
mence  tne  allowance  of  interest  from  the  tas 
when  the  demand  had  first  been  made,  Bor£i 
the  bill  spedfy  when  interest  was  to  earn. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  bad  provided,  ii  tlas 
amendment  to  the  Senate's  biH,  that  intnat 
sbonld  cease  from  the  time  the  money  had  ha 
refnaded. 

Mr.  Eluwortii  addressed  the  Hoose  feri 
short  time  on  the  manifest  eqaity  of  afioni 
interest  for  all  advances  made,  whether  da 
money  had  been  drawn  by  taxation  &cai  tk 
pockets  of  the  people,  or  advanced  from  a  Ivi 
already  rused.  The  United  States  bad  Back- 
ing to  do  with  that  inqniiy;  no  nan  vo^ 
make  it  in  private  life.  Be  feared  that,  if  th 
amendment  should  be  pceesed,  the  whole  allov- 
ance  mi^t  faiL 

Mr.  DonnnmsK  made  an  explanation  »M 
what  bad  been  done  in  the  VImnia  Legidsto* 
on  the  snljeot  of  a  demand  for  tnteresl  Kt 
di&brent  period  ftom  that  r^erred  to  by  Kt 


Mr.  MoOoi  oonflrmed  Hx.  DonraiDei^  sttt- 
ment ;  it  was  tiie  Congress  wbich  had  atenwi 
the  principle  that  Vir^nia  was  not  to  be  aDa*' 
ed  mterest  on  all  her  advanc«e^  but  oalj  a 
cases  where  she  had  herself  pud  interaat.  Thtf 
principle  having  been  eatablisbed  by  tlwHoaK 
the  Committee  of  Olaima  held  tbemselrca  iimi 
by  it,  and  the  olums  of  all  other  States  sia 
had  been  eat  dovrn  on  the  same  princjpk 
Now,  a  new  groand  was  taken,  ana  int«reC 
was  to  be  allowed  on  all  advances.  Mr.  McC 
BMd  he  was  prepared  for  this,  provided  lb 
principle  should  t«  applied  eqnally  to  all  oCte 
States  claiming.  On  that  gronod,  be  was  ■ 
favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hdhtiboton  advocated  the  Inll,  inaiikJ 
on  the  eqaity  of  the  general  principle,  and  {«•■ 
tested  against  any  reference  to  the  mannef  ■ 
which  tbe  State  might  have  rused  the  mtnq. 
Whatever  labor  the  interest  account  mi^  ee- 
casion  at  the  department,  let  it  be  met,  era 
shonld  it  require  the  whole  force  of  the  cdce. 
He  had  no  fears  of  establishing  anch  a  pttn- 
dent.  If  the  precedent  was  just,  let  it  be  ta^ 
ried  oot,  be  the  effect  what  it  might. 

Mr.  BnsoKs  was  opposed  to  the  amendnat 
It  proposed  to  establish  a  law  different  bm 
that  wbich  had  ezisted  at  the  time  the  tiaotat 
tion  in  question  had  taken  place.  Itwaia 
attempt,  by  one  (f  two  parties  to  a  ooatiat^it 
make  a  rale  against  the  other,    Tfae^  migktii 
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loald  be  bindiDg,  bnt  bj  tbe  congent  of  both 
tartiea.  If  th«  United  States  aeknowled^ 
ktnth  OaroliDft  as  their  agent,  they  matt  admit 
\»T  clum,  and  allow  Interest  from  the  moment 
liat  tho  moDe^  passed  out  of  her  hand.  The 
■eport  of  Oenem  Hamilton  had  settled  the  prin- 
:iple^  and  establislied  it  foreTer.  It  h&d,  in 
iict,  been  rectKpiized  under  the  old  confMera- 
ioQ ;  nor  conld  the  GoTemraent  with  Justice 
ecspe  from  it  They  were  as  much  bound  as 
f  tbe  mone;  had  been  sdranoed  bj  Pranoe  or 
ipaio.  &B  to  the  difficulty  abont  calculating 
&a  interest,  it  was  imoginsi? ;  and  if  the  gen- 
lenua  from  Ohio  expected  to  demise  any  rale 
irhatover,oot  of  which  the  Third  Auditor  conld 
lot  raine  a  difScnlty,  and  contrive  some  plea- 
'OT  resisting  tlie  claim  of  South  Oarollna,  he  !»• 
>ored  in  vain.  If  a  friend  had  advanoed  tea 
;honsand  dollsrs  to  relieve  him  in  the  hour  of 
lis  necessity,  and  afterwards,  in  a  season  of  proe- 
i«ritj,  sliDold  ask  to  be  repaid  with  interest,  he 
ihould  blush  to  ask  that  friend  whether  he  had 
lad  the  money  by  him  when  he  lent  it,  or  In 
irhat  way  he  hsd  Vrocnred  it.  The  sfpeid  was 
x>  the  Justice  of  the  Qovornment.  If  they 
ranted  to  escape  it,  the  appeal  was  crooked 
ind  difficult ;  but  if  they  meant  to  do  Jostly, 
Jie  path  was  plun  and  open. 

Ifr.  WBrrTLisBT  again  stated  the  difficulties 
h&t  vontd  occur  In  making  oat,  according  to 
,be  rules  of  the  department,  such  an  interest 
iiccoDDt  as  tbe  bill  in  Ita  present  form  wonld  re- 
inire.  He  delivered  a  eulogy  on  the  Thiid 
Laditor,  and  sud  that  if  the  gentleman  ttom 
;Uiode  Island  had  bad  any  claim  r^ected  by  that 
>fficer,  he  wonld  ventore  to  say  it  was  one 
prhich  wonld  not  have  passed  by  any  court  of 
oatioe. 

Mr.  AoAKs  Implied  to  the  olfjection  which 
lad  been  urged  by  Mr.  Buaeu  ag^nst  the 
itnendment.  It  was  because  that  amendment 
>n>posed  a  law  by  which  the  payment  of  the 
nlovet  was  to  be  rwnlated,  that  he  was  in 
JBTor  of  it  Would  the  gentleman  be  good 
tnongh  to  inform  the  Honse  how  the  allowanee 
>f  Scath  Carolina  was  to  be  made  without  the 
aw  t  It  was  for  the  Teiy-  reason  that  there 
raa  no  law  to  allow  her  ctaiin,  that  she  qiplied 
o  that  Honse.  The  bill  only  did  parUally  what 
he  amendment  proposed  to  do  more  generally. 
f  the  allowance  was  to  be  made,  llr.  A.  wished 
t  to  be  made  according  to  law.  Would  the 
•entleman  ssk  the  Third  Auditor  to  make  any 
isyment  that  was  not  warT-ant«d  by  lawt 
ie  oonld  tell  the  gentleman  that  if  be  went 
o  that  officer  without  a  law  in  his  hand,  he 
ronld  get  nothing.  Withont  a  new  law,  South 
Wollns  could  get  no  interest.  He  had  no  ob- 
ectione  to  her  receiving  interest ;  but  the  same 
■w  which  allowed  it  to  her  onght  to  allow  it 
o  otbers.  This  was  what  he  had  asked  from 
be  beginning,  and  what  he  asked  now,  that 
he  allowance  should  be  made  for  her  by  law, 
ind  not  by  a  grant  from  the  Treamry. 


After  a  few  words  of  ezplanatloo  from  Mr. 
Dbatton.  the  queetion  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, ana  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
—yeas  180,  nays  47. 

Portrait  of  FotUn^tM^. 

The  following  resolution  was  taken  up  for 
oonaideration ; 

Kaolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  direct- 
ed to  emplo;  John  VaadeHyn,  of  Kev  York,  to 
pslnt  a  fuU-lenglh  portrait  of  Washington,  to  be 
placed  in  the  Hall  of  Represenl&iives  op^>dte  to  tbe 
portnlt  of  I^fkyetle,  the  head  ta  be  a  copy  of 
Intuan's  Wwbiagton,  and  the  scceKOriea  to  b«  left 
to  the  Judgmeut  of  the  trtiM ;  and  that  Itie  sum  «f 


Ing  this  resolution  bito  eHect. 

Ur.  WATHODaH,  of  Penn^lvania,  moved 
that  the  resolutjon  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  name  of  the  artist ;  be  wished  that  the  beet 
talente  of  the  conntty  should  be  employed; 
bnt  he  ot^ected  to  any  thing  like  a  local  raf- 

Mr.  DoDDBtDoi  soggeeted  to  SO  np  the  blank 
with  the  words  "  some  suitable  artist." 

ICr.  WATvovaB  aee^ted  tbe  modifloatlon. 

Ur.  Whtttlbkt  roee,  and  ^tpealed  to  the 
Honse  whether  something  was  not  owing  to 
the  living  as  weU  as  to  the  dead.  Ana  aa 
this  was  the  day  i4>pointed  for  tbe  oonndera- 
tion  of  private  claims,  he  demanded  the  previons 
question. 

Tbe  coll  was  eostoloed,  yeas  W.  Tbe  fire- 
vious  qneetion  was  put,  and  tlia  resolutiaii 
agreed  to. 

iSoCtM^  Wathing0n, 
The  House  proceeded  to  tbe  oonsidemlion  of 


instant: 

Rfolvtd,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  fHatos 
be  sathorizJed  to  employ  Horatio  GrMDOiwh,  of  Mas- 
sachusttta,  to  eieeote,  in  marble,  a  fiiltlength  p^ 
deslrian  statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed  In  tlte 
centre  of  the  rotondo  of  tbe  espltol ;  the  head  to 
be  a  copy  of  Hondon's  WashbiKton,  Qnthe  oat^tol 
at  Richmond,]  and  the  acceasonea  to  be  left  to  tlia 
Jadgment  of  the  artlsL 

The  question  was  pn^  and  decided  in  the 
afflrmativa  by  yeas  and  naya,  as  follows — yeas 
111,  nays  60. 

Claim  9f  Mr*.  Oommodan  D^eatur. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Ur.  Bpbioht  in  the  cbfur,  on  the  follow- 
ing bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Susan  Deeatnr : 

Bt  it  ttuKttd,  ix..  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  doUars  be,  and  tfa«  same  la  hereby,  appro- 
priated, as  a  full  compensation  and  remuneration  to 
Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  representatire  of  the  late 
Capiain  Stephen  Decatur,  the  commander,  and  to 
the  olDeera  and  crew  of  ^e  Dfllted  States  toboo»- 
«r  Inb^id,  for  the  oapluce  and  deatraetlon  of  the 
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TripotiUn  rrigal«,  Ute  the  Dniwd  Statei  fHg«l« 
FhlUdelpbii,  out  of  anj  money  b  th«  Tntmrj 
otberoise  ipproprikted. 

Sic.  i.  AndbtitJiirtlierttuLettd,  Tlut  tli«  wid  tam 
of  one  hundred  Ihouwud  dollari  b«  dlrided  among, 
and  paid  (ondec  the  direction  of  the  Sccretarj  or 
the  avty)  lo,  the  commui^D);  officer  of  the  aquad- 
ron,  and  to  the  EarriTiag  officers  and  crew  of  the 
nid  auhooner  Intrepid,  and  the  repreMntatiTee  of 
inch  M  are  dead,  in  the  manaer  roUowing,  that  la  to 
aaf :  to  the  widnw  of  the  late  Conunodore  Preble, 
the  commander  of  the  aquadron,  fire  thouiiand  dol- 
hn  ;  to  Sdbu  Decatur,  the  widow  and  legal  repre- 
Nntatiie  of  tbe  Ute  Stephen  Decatur,  being  the  of- 
ficer included  in  the  first  class,  thirtj-one  (housnnd 
four  hundred  and  twelve  dollaniand  fortj-two  cfots; 
to  the  officers  included  in  the  second  clim,  or  their 
legal  representaUie*,  <rli.  Jainei  Lawrence,  Joseph 
Bainbridge,  and  Jonathan  Thorn,  their  equal  pio- 

Cona  oftwetTe  thoueand  five  hundred  and  fiiiy- 
doUan  and  ninety-di  cenia ;  to  the  offlcere  In- 
cluded in  the  third  cltja.  viz.  Lewis  Heerman,  Ralph 
Iiard,  William  Wtlej,  William  Hook,  and  Edward 
Kellar,  or  tbdr  l^al  representatives,  their  equal 
proportlona  of  fourteen  thouaand  nine  hundred  and 
fiflj-eigbt  dollars  and  twentj-eigbt  cents 


r  their  legal  representatives,  their  equal  propor- 
tions of  twelve  thousaud  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
dollars  and  ninetj-three  cents;  to  the  pernons  In- 
cluded In  the  fifth  class,  vii.  Georn  Crawford, 
Georse  Brown,  John  Newman,  Paul  Fraiier,  Solo- 
mon Wreu,  Duncan  Uanafleld,  S.  Catelino,  Samuel 
Endicote,  James  Wilson,  John  Ford,  and  Richard 
Dojle,  oc  their  legal  repreaentativea,  their  equal 
proportions  of  eleven  thousand  md  Beventjr-four 
dollan  and  eighty-nine  cents;  and  to  the  persons 
included  in  the  dith  class,  canais^g  of  forty-two 
•eamea  and  marines,  or  their  lecal  representatives, 
their  eqoai  proportions  of  twelve  thousaud  «even 
hundred  and  leventj-three  dollars  and  Sllj-two 
cents  :  Provided,  That  the  accounting  offlcers  &haI1, 
in  DO  Instance,  pay  over  the  distributive  share  due 
to  the  proper  persons  herein  provided  for,  to  any 
other  peisoQ  or  persons  whomsoever  than  to  him, 
her,  or  them,  for  whom  It  is  appropriated,  or  to  his, 
her,  or  their  legal  representative  or  representatives, 
fint  fully  ascertained  to  be  such  by  the  Baid  ac- 
counting officer*.  Nor  shall  any  contract,  bargain, 
or  sale,  of  any  such  distributive  sbare  to  any  person 
or  persons,  be,  in  any  wise,  obligatory  on  Uie  ven- 
der, but  shall  be  held,  and  deemed  to  be,  null  and 
Toid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Ur.  QkRBOTi  BMd,  in  oommeading  this  biU  to 
tli«  fBTorftble  oonmderatioQ  of  the  House,  he 
wotild  briefly  state  that,  from  ciotiveB  of  public 
]iolicy,  the  Coagreea  of  tbe  United  3tat«a,  m  the 

Sar  IBOO,  were  induced  to  paaa  laws  for  the 
tter  government  of  the  navy,  and,  in  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  that  year,  provision  was 
made  "  that  the  proceeds  of  all  snipe  and  ves- 
sels, and  the  giMda  talten  on  hotxA  of  tbem, 
which  shall  be  adjudged  good  prizes,  shalL 
when  of  eqnal  or  snperior  force  to  the  vesBel 
making  the  capture,  l>e  the  sole  property  of  the 
captors  I  and  when  of  inferior  force,  shall  be 


ABBIDOMEINT  OF    THE 

Claim  <if3tn.  Commedan  Dicatur. 


divided  equally  between  the  oflSoers  and  mb 
making  the  capture  and  the  United  States.'' 

The  obvious  effect  of  this  act  was,  ondo^ 
odly,  to  foster  the  spirit  of  onr  navy,  tbea  is 
its  infancy,  and  to  stimolate  oar  teaiMD  ii 
deeds  of  gallantrj  and  of  daring,  whilst  in  At 
service  of  thur  conntry,  by  taol^iig  ant  tolim 
rewards  for  their  valor.  This,  tlraa,  becj 
taken  as  a  reason  for  the  paaajog  of  tbe  *a 
alluded  lo,  he  asked  the  Hoqm  whether  wr 
engagement,  or  any  achievement  in  tbeirawri 
annals,  coold  Ite  compared  to  the  fannnng  d 
the  {Hgate  Philadelphia  in  Tripoli,  or  wtii 
coold  come  more  properly  witfaiu  the  prorigac 
of  the  spirit  of  the  act  entitling  oor  teamealt 
rewards.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  om 
case  fur  which  compenHBtion  for  serrices  esdd 
be  more  fairly  bestowed,  than  the  preseat  tm 
now  before  tbem. 

It  w«s  nseless  for  him  to  dilate  on  the  drc^ 
stances  which  led  to  the  recapture  and 
of  this  frigate ;  for  although  oft«D  att 
no  one  as  yet  had  been  fonnd  able  todojmtMeB 
the  valor  of  those  who,  led  on  by  Gummod^ 
Deoatnr,  achieved  that  glorious  deed.  Toes 
the  language  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  ib 
Navy  by  Oommodore  Preble,  in  his  ctttit! 
despatches  at  the  time,  their  condnct  ia  dt 
dangerous  service  assigned  them  was  not,  eoH 
not,  be  sufficiently  estimated ;  "  it  was  btyvd 
all  praise."  In  this  era  of  generous  rewaiilit 
patriotic  services,  he  hoped  for  the  famalit 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  claim.  Tbey  vm 
about  to  celebrate  the  centennial  anniven*; 
of  Washington,  and  had  that  morning,  in  lOtiM 
a  statue  to  that  great  man,  (a  vot«  in  whidi  h 
was  h^py  to  concur,)  done  an  act  which  wo^ 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  Boose  and  of  tii 
country ;  and  there  was  no  time,  he  tbon^ 
more  suitable,  our  any  act  which  would  r^M 
greater  credit  on  them  than  was  now  in  tter 
power.  He  asked  for  their  serious  attcptiit 
whilst  proceeding  to  state  the  etronf  clain 
which  Mrs.  Decatur  had,  being  the  widow  d 
him  whose  name  was  so  associated  with  rtB 
noble  enterprise ;  for  gloriona  as  was  theal^lie•^ 
ment,  the  greater  glory  of  having  fitet  planned 
it  was  her  husband's.  Her  claims  on  tla> 
account  were  stronger  from  the  circnnistaBee 
upon  which  the  attack  on  the  Philadelidiia,  it 
the  enemy's  harbor,  was  so  sinially  snecessfil 
and  which  would  be  so  well  described,  in  At 
following  letter,  which  he  would  read  to  Iho*. 

i Here  Mr.  0.  read  the  official  despatch,  girii^ 
etdled  account  of  the  enterpriee.] 
There  was  nothing,  Itr.  G.  oootended,  ii 
chivalry  to  he  compared  to  this;    there  to 
nothing  in   the   annals  of   onr  navy,  ~ 

the  naval  annals  of  the  world,  to  be  ci 
to  this  engagement.  He  was  unwilling 
their  feelings  carried  away  by  the  riiirdy 
displayed,  and  rather  wished  they  should  rttsrt 
to  the  great  benefits  resulting  to  this  Goven- 
ment  mnn  the  capture  of  that  vessel,  asd,  a 
doing'  so,  estimate  what  was  due  to  the  nlhK 
leader  of  this  gallant  baud.    To  enaUe  dtf 
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Soose  to  reward  these  peraoDS,  thej  would 
■ecdlect  that,  althoagh  there  were  aot«  passed 
■rbieti  gave  Temaneration  to  the  captors  of 
reMeti  actoally  made  prizee,  and  coodemned  as 
iQoh,  there  was  not  aoj  provinon,  bj  the  eiiBt- 
ng  priia  laws,  in  oases  where  vessels  were 
^tallj  destro7M.  Congrees.  not  to  let  aoj  act 
if  heroism  pass  nnrewarded,  had  established, 
Inring  UiB  lata  war,  precedents  upon  which 
JuBcuim  WKsfbnnded.  InMaj,  1813,  aaactwas 
Mssed  empowering  the  Presldeat  to  distribnt« 
if^  thousand  dollars  to  Commodore  Hull  and 
)thera,  for  the  capture  of  the  Gaerriere.  For  a 
Bmilar  purpose,  the  sum  of  twentj-flve  thon- 
land  dollars  for  the  cqitnre  of  the  Hornet, 
jind,  in  fact,  rewards  were  bestowed  for  np- 
■rards  of  twenty  other  TCoseU,  which,  having 
Men  captured  from  the  enemy,  were  recapture^ 
yt  destroyed  at  sea  or  on  the  lakes,  dnrmg  the 

The  ocaumittee  reported,  by  the  bill  before 
iiem,  one  hnndred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  dis- 
aibot«d  amongst  the  o^ttors  of  the  frigate,  esti- 
luting  th«  TUne  of  her  at  only  that  amount, 
ilthongh  she  was  well  known  to  be  worth  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  Ilotise,  follow- 
li^  the  praoedeota  slniady  detailed  by  him, 
irith  respect  to  other  Teesels,  would  not  hesi- 
tate in  giving  the  sum  reportod  by  the  commit- 
Eee.  The  committee  bad  followed  the  angges- 
dons  recommended  by  Oommodore  Rodgers,  in 

S portioning  the  dismbutjon;  and  the  mode 
opted  in  the  bill  was,  under  the  circumstan- 
3«)H,  the  very  best  which  could  be  made.  Hav- 
ing bronght  the  sulyect  before  the  Hnnse,  he 
irished,  ^ore  he  concluded,  again  to  call  their 
ittentfon  to  the  signal  beoeflta  derived  from 
diis  achievement,  and  which  were  more  for  the 
tdvanloge  of  the  Onited  States  than  for  those 
ugaged  in  it.  Of  its  banefli^t  effeota  at  the 
ime  to  this  Qovernmeot.  an  instance  might  be 
baud  in  the  bet,  Uian  when  Oommodore  Deca- 
nr  returned  sneceesful  from  Algiers,  and  ap- 
>e«red  before  Tunis,  he  there  made  a  prompt 
lemand  from  the  Bey  of  satisfaction  for  iujn- 
iea  done  to  our  oitizeus ;  and  to  show  the 
Iread  inspired  by  this  achievement  at  Tripoli, 
le  would  read  to  them  Oommodore  Decatur's 
iwn  letter. 
[Here  Ur.  0.  read  the  letter  referred  to.] 
The  B^j  paid  into  the  hands  of  our  consul, 
rho  hod  been  appointed  prize  agent  there 
orty-six  thousand  aollars,  the  amount  specified 
n  a  protest  for  two  vessels  which  the  Bey  had 
lermitted  the  Britiab  to  take  out  of  the  harbor, 
aA  which  had  been  captured  by  the  American 
•rivoteer  Abcelino.  Oommodore  Deoatnr  sab- 
eqnenlly  obt^ned  a  farther  anm  of  twenty-five 
honsand  dollan  from  the  Pacha  of  Tripoli, 
saking,  altogether,  seventy-one  thousand  dol- 
trs,  which  accrued  to  thia  country,  &e  was 
rarranted  in  saying,  soleW  from  the  dreau  in- 
pired  by  the  gallantry  of  his  condnct. 

He  now  asked  the  House  to  remnuerate  Mrs. 
tooatar,  as  representative  of  this  gsllant  man, 
>r  the  recapture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia; 


and  having  stated  the  ground  upon  which  the 
clum  was  made,  as  the  House  did  not  widk  a 
long  discassion  on  the  suttject,  he  would  not 
trespass  farther  on  their  time,  but  would  re- 
serve the  right  of  replying  to  on^  objections 
that  might  be  made,  if  the  Directions  were  of 
sufficient  force  to  require  it ;  and  would  con- 
clnde  by  tmathig  that  thia  era  of  generous  feel- 
ing would  be  propitious  to  this  claim,  and  that 
the  bill  would  pssa  without  any  amendment. 

Mr.  Tr*oi  was  totally  cpposed  to  the  biH, 
considering  it  both  unjustifiable  in  principle  as 
well  OS  in  the  mode  in  which  the  distribution 
was  to  be  mode  nnder  it.  As  Commodore  De- 
catnr  hod  not,  during  twenty  years  previous  to 
his  decease,  made  any  claim  of  this  kind,  be 
(Ur.  T.)  considered  thst  it  was  a  waiver  of  the 
claim.  He  had  received  daring  his  lifetime 
suitable  rewards  from  Congress  for  the  services 
he  had  performed,  with  which  he  was  sadsfied. 
And  however  highlj  he  thought  of  hia  merits, 
and  sympathized  with  his  lady,  whom  it  was 
the  object  of  the  bill  to  benefit  so  lai^Iy,  he 
would  not  permit  his  feelings  of  sensibility  tn 
her  favor  to  carry  away  hia  duty  as  a  member 
of  the  L^slatnre.  The  bill  called  on  the 
House  to  vote  a  very  large  sum,  for  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  grant  made  by  Con- 
gress to  Commodore  Perry,  and  for  the  capture 
of  some  piratical  vessels  at  Barrataria,  there 
was  no  precedent  on  the  lonmals.  By  the 
priie  act  it  appeared  that  all  that  Oommodore 
Decatnr  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive,  if 
alive,  ont  of  this  clwm,  would  be  only  ten  thon- 
sand  dollars.  This  amount  should  therefore,  in 
his  i^ioion,  be  considered  enough  for  his 
widow.  But  if  the  bill  must  pasa,  he  felt  it  his 
dnty  to  move  the  following  amendment,  vii., 
that  the  sum  voted  shoold  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  the  providons  of  the  prize  act. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Ur.  Tstor's 
amendment,  and  negatived — yeas  54,  nays  78. 

Ur.  Pkibob  advocated  the  claims  of  the  two 
nieces,  daughters  of  Commodore  Decatur's  sis- 
ter, whose  circumstances  were  such  as  to  give 
them  strong  olums  to  some  portion  of  the  re- 
ward about  to  be  bestowed.  As  the  snm  to  bo 
granted  by  the  bill  assumed  the  shape  of  a  gra- 
vity, and  was  nut  in  the  nature  of  a  VMted 
interest,  the  House  conld  apportion  the  amount 
in  their  discretion.  This  portion  of  the  family 
of  Commodore  Decatur  lived  with  him,  and 
were  dependent  on  him  for  support  during  his 
lifetime.  He  thought,  if  there  were  10,000 
dollars  set  oET  for  them,  tbst  is,  if  S,000  dollar 


o  each  of  these  two  ladies,  and  de- 


she  would  still  have  sufficient,  not  having  any 
fiunily;  and  the  House  would  be  acting  with 
generosity  to  both.  For  this  purpose,  he 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  sum  of 
81,000  dollars,  now  inserted  in  the  bill  for  Urs. 
Decatnr,  should  be  stricken  ont,  and  21,000 
dollars  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 
Ur.  KkBA  of  Uaryland,  said  he  had  seen  this 
I  ton  ■  ■  ' 


,  on  former  ocoasioos, 
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mirttiOD  of  bil  gtSkatij  uid  naUrpnm;  ami,^ 
tboogb  the  remit  shed  >  Imtre,  duoiiijhom  Banp^ 
over  tbe  Ameriean  ohancler,  and  exdted  aa  ^ 
paralleled  emulation  in  the  equadron,  in  oercoHW) 
alone  ie  where  it  hae  otter  been  duly  c1in»»l«t  ■ 
properlj  UDderatood. 

Cuurage,  and  great  force  alone,  could  not  ka« 
eOecled  it.  It  was  neceeearf  not  onlj  to  pal  Ot 
pomble  force  to  the  hazard,  but  ita  ■<«■■ 
depended  apon  a  verj  anull  force  being  mul  Tkt 
geniun  aad  mental  reaoorcea  of  the  eiecBtirc  ebtt 
could  alone  cWDpensaie  for  tbe  want  of  tome  mi 
□limbers.  To  these  demandi  toot  late  bariaaJ 
foaod  full7  adequate,  and  hence  tbe  In  Mtti 
resnlt.  The  frigate  wac  completetr  dratn)T(d,B 
the  Diidit  of  the  taitmy,  and  Ua  retreat  rfUil 
tthODt  the  Io»  of  a  man. 

Accept,  my  dear  madam,  the  •aaniAnee  ef  Mf 
htgheit  respect  and  esteem. 

CHABLES  STEWAST. 

FmuDCLrau,  Jmrnary  B,  IBT. 

My  dtar  Jfrt.  Dteatur:  I  received  joor  leftcrrf 
the  SOlh  ult.  to-day,  <n  which  yon  reqoeel  Uhr^ 
tioD  of  the  time  yonr  hudnuid  propoeed  ta  iliwin 
tbe  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  tbe  hu1>ap  of  T>i^ 
Without  referring  to  my  boidts  and  papei^  n*rM 
Bordentown,  I  CQuld  not  gl*e  joa  tbe  exact  tea 
which  you  wish  ;  but  thia  is  of  no  mooient,  m  i» 
iacts  rtjative  to  that  tranaaction  will  be  ndkii& 

The  squadron  under  the  command  of  riiaaiuilai 
Frehle    bad    heen  detained  some    time,   at   ttsf 


tbooght,  nqiuttly,  and  it  had  failed,  in  part, 
from  an  naaDe  paramony  oa  the  part  of  aome 
vary  worthy  and  honorable  tpembers,  and  &om 
tmreasonable  prejudices  eicit«d  against  iL  It 
had  erea  been  said,  at  ODe  time,  tliat  Decatur 
had  DO  peculiar  merit  la  setting  fortJi  this  en- 
terprise, becanse  he  acted  nnder  the  orders  of 
Oommodore  Preble,  and  it  was  whispered  that 
Uie  pritonera  in  Tripoli  had  firHt  suggested  the 
plan.  Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  amoDget  tbe  abundant 
ptvoft  which  may  be  presented  on  this  point,  I 
will  read  to  the  commtctee  certain  lett^  from 
one  who  was  perfectly  conversant  in  the  whole 
transactjon,  and  who,  troia  the  relation  of  rank 
which  he  bore  to  Decatar,  could  never  have 
suffered  the  minnteat  oircamstanoe  to  have 
passed  from  his  memory.  Commodore  Bt«wart 
was  in  the  squadron  at  the  moment  of  the  On- 
fortunate  lose  of  the  Philadelphia ;  and  he  after- 
wards oommfutded  the  Syren  on  this  expedition. 
He  was  the  senior  officer  of  Decatur,  and  had 
also  volant«ered  his  services ;  but  the  prefer- 
ence was  given  to  Decatur,  fbr  the  sole  reason 
on  which  I  now  oontAud  for  his  mpeiior  merit 
in  it. 

[Hr.  E.  here  read  the  two  following  letters 
from  Commodore  Stewart,  addresaed  to  Ure. 
Decatur.] 

£*Usr(/rom  Oammadart  Stewart  rttativ*  to  UuT*- 
aipttirt  of  tlu  FhUaddpkia. 
BoxDUtowil,  QS.  J.)  Oteemier  IS,  1829. 

ify  d>ar  Mrt,  Dteaiw :  The  re-asaembling  of 
the  hoDOrable  Congress  of  the  Culted  States  ren- 
ders it  necenary  to  delay  no  longer  answering  your 
esteemed  favor  of  June  last,  in  which  jon  request 
me  to  state  inch  information,  reiaUve  to  the  bum- 
hig  <rf'  tbe  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  as 
I  may  pooaess.  In  aid  of  your  claim  on  our  country, 
for  the  Bucceas  of  that  gallant  enterprise,  so  ably 
and  honorably  performed  by  your  late  husband. 

I  regret  that  mj  limited  abilities  disqualify  me 
from  portraying,  in  those  stowing  colors  of  which 
that  act  la  snsoepUble,  the  gallantry  and  perseverance 
with  which  it  was  performed  by  my  late  fiiend. 

Ton  stale  that  your  late  faogbuid  had  given  you 
to  understand  that  the  project  of  burning  that  leg- 
ate at  her  moorings,  and  thereby  remove  a  serious 
Impediment  to  the  future  operations  of  the  squad- 
ron ag^nst  Tripoli,  originated  with  him.    This  ud- 
deratanding  was  perfectly  correct:  it  did  orl^ate 
with  your  late  husband,  and  he  first  volunteered 
himself  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the 
mission  of  Commodore  Preble,  oiT  Tripoli,  (on 
discovering  the  frignte  was  lost  to  the  squadron,, 
effect  It  with  tbe  schoouer  Enterprise,  then  under 
his  command.    The  Commander-in-Chief  thought 
it  too  haiardoua  to  be  eifeoted  in  that  way,  but 

Eromised  your  late  husband  that  the  object  should 
e  carried  Into  effect  on  a  proper  occasion,  and 
that  he  should  be  the  eiecutive  officer  when  it  was 
done.  It  was  accordingly  effected  in  the  ketch  In- 
trepid, by  yoor  husband  and  seventy  volunteers  from 
the  schooner  he  commanded,  at  great  hazard,  not 
only  of  life  or  liberty,  but  that  of  r«putation,  and 
in  the  season  most  perilous  in  approaching  that 
coast.  The  recoUectionofthe  difficulties  and  dangers 
he  had  to  encounter  in  ttiat  eipedition,  of  irhiob  I 
was  an  eyewitness,  excites  more  and  more  my  ad- 


severallf  arrived  at  GlbraHai,  (with  tbe  eioeptioa  i 
"  '  ~hitadelph{a  and  (he  acboooer  TiinJ 
the  hostile  demgns  of  the  Empetw  dl 
Horoeco.  As  soon  sa  the  Commodore  bad  aecos- 
I^ished  bis  objects  in  that  qoarter,  he  prooaedcd  if 
Tripoli,  hi  the  ConstitalkMi,  aocompMiied  by  tb 
Bchoooer  Enterprise,  commanded  bj  yanr  fas  ~ 
On  arriviug  off  Tripoli,  where  tbe  Commi  ' 
pected  to  find  the  frigate  PbHadelpUa  and  i 
VUea  blockading  that  port,  be  diacoverad  tU 
frigate  at  moorings  in  the  harbor.  It  waa  at  tide  (iM 
your  late  husband  proposed  lo  destroy  the  fi^sM 
with  the  Enterprise  under  his  coDnnaiid ;  and  it 
this  tjme,  as  I  stated  in  my  former  letter  to  toi. 
Commodore  Preble  assured  your  hosbuul  that  tie 
frigate  ehonld  be  destroyed,  and  he  afaonld  be  Ikl 
eiecutive  offloer  when  done,  foe  his  having  so  head- 
somely  volunteered  his  elforta  to  ^ect  it  with  lis 
schooner  Enterprise. 

J  give  jou  these  facts  as  I  reeeived  tb«m  frea 
Commodore  Preble  and  your  ho^Muid  at  tbe  (ss^ 
as  well  as  from  several  officers  then  on  board  Iks 
Conslitulion. 

after  this,  I  arrived  at  Syracuse  ia  ^ 
Syren  brig,  from  Algiers,  and  offered  my  snvicM 
for  the  expedition,  which  were  aooepted  by  Cib- 
modore  Preble. 

Borne  time  after  this,  when  the  expedition  aui 
subject  of  conversation  In  the  cabin  of  the  CoMCi- 
tntion,  (which  was  frequently  the  case,  from  tbe  u- 
treme  urgency  on  our  part  to  have  it  effected  in- 
mediately,  and  unwillingness  on  the  part  irf'  ila 
Commodore  to  have  it  executed  at  so  perilcaii 
season  of  Ui«  year,  and  his  reluetanee  to  potisf 
(hmg  to  haiard  in  a  force  originally  so  ■atW.  W 
then  much  reduced  by  tbe  loss  of  the  fitost*  mi 
her  crew,)  a  letter  was  reeeived  from  Captde  Bll» 
bridge,  at  Tripoli,!  think  by  way  «C  Maka,  aW 
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nu  tvHj  written  In  lemon  j^oe,  and  whlofa  the 
[Ximmodore  Mad  to  na,  after  readeriag  It  legible 
3afi>i«  the  Bra.  In  thia  letter  the  pneticabilitj  of 
leMrorlng  the  frigate  wu  itniDglj  nrged  bj  C>p- 
aio  Baiobridge,  end  the  mode  he  pointed  oat  «u 
>j  a  carprue.  Tbi«  deapcldi  taBj  conSnoing  alt  our 
deal  and  prcTlone  coDTemtlons  oo  tiiat  sahject, 
lecided  the  Commodate  at  once  to  carry  it  Into 
iffbct;  vbieb  w*e  done  aoon  after,  in  the  toanner 
nt  forth  Id  bis  report*  oa  tiiat  «ubjeet  to  the  Sec- 
cetarj  of  the  Nevy, 

I  remain,  with  the  higheat  respect  and  eiteem, 
ronr  moat  obedient  aerrant, 

CHAKLBS  &TEWABT. 

Wth  prooft  like  these,  said  Ur.  E.,  I  contend 
■hai  Decatar  was  doubly  entitled  to  reward,  as 
;lie  pr<»ector  of  thU  great  enterprise,  and  as  the 
.coder  la  the  daring  ezeoQtion  of  it,  which  shed 
±e  first  halo  of  renown  ttpon  the  Qag  of  our 
jifant  navy.  Bat  how  different  was  this  ei- 
pjoit  from  a  battle  fbnght  between  equal,  or 
ivan.  tmeqnal  fbroea,  upon  the  open  seal  In 
^e  one  eaae^  there  la  the  animation  and  en- 
xxiraganent  whioh  paaees  from  man  to  man, 
at  the  wand  of  the  battle ;  there  is  the  sense 
jt  oommoD  danger,  and  of  mntaal  sapport ;  and 
A«re  are  all  the  chances  in  the  fortane  of  war ; 
trab  on  the  fbrlom  hope,  there  is  nothing  bat 
3001,  deliberate  conrage  and  self-command  to 
rapport  the  adventurer.  In  the  case  before  na, 
iiere  was  a  ^pla;  of  ooosommate  judgment, 
wolneii.  and  courage,  nnsurpassed  in  the  an- 
lala  of  history.  A  little  band  of  heroic  spirits 
predpitated  Utemselves  into  the  harbor  of  a 
Mtrbarian  fbe— in  the  very  months  of  his  can- 
axm — amidst  his  gunboats  and  his  galleys,  and 
mm  Ute  Tery  t^reaAold  of  his  eaatle;  and 
£ere  destroyed  his  maia  naval  force  in  the  face 
jt  tfaonsaods  of  armed  men  t  How  superior 
■raasaoh  aocHiqnwtto  a  prize!  And,  with  all 
tlie  known  effeets  and  advantages  which  flowed 
frnn  the  achievement  of  this  enterprise,  after 
foa  have  noiformty  rewarded  every  eitniordi- 
aary  incident  of  capture — even  of  the  tenders 
and  ships'  boats  of  tae  enemy  in  the  late  war — 
sach  aa  occurred  in  the  Chesapeake  and  npon 
the  Potomac,  and  other  rivers,  can  you  refuse 
a  fair  zrataity,  when  asked  for  by  the  widow 
at  the  heroic  leader  of  snoh  a  band,  for  herself 
and  his  surviTing  oomrades  t 

Then,  as  for  the  second  branch  of  the  ques- 
tion, Ur.  E.  asked,  to  whom,  Mnce  Decatnr  is 
DO  more,  shall  the  reward  which  onght  to  have 
bwn  bestowed,  unsolicited,  npon  himself  be 
now  allotted!  He  died  ehOdless,  and  his 
iridow,  as  she  was  the  otyeot  of  bis  affection 
and  confidence  in  life,  was  de^gnated  in  his 
irill  aa  the  sole  otject  of  his  boanty.  To  all 
that  beloD(rad  to  him  here,  it  was  his  declared 
iriah  Uiat  abe  shoold  succeed.  It  was  his  will 
liiat  this  shoold  be  ao,  and  you  will  most  honor 
bisDMmory  by  fiilflllin^it  Mr.  K.  add  he  had 
^pteoated  a  public  discussion  of  the  circnra- 
■tancu  of  the  memorialist,  as  he  thoogbt  the 
private  affairs  of  Commodore  Becatnr,  and  of 
hia  farrivitig  widor,  wer«  snbjeote  only  proper 


to  be  intTodnced,  and  tnelj  spoken  of,  from 
necessity ;  but  as  they  had  been  so  introdnoed, 
he,  too,  would  speak  plainly.  Decatnr,  when 
be  made  hia  will — an  act  donbtless  execatad 
with  dne  reflection,  and  firmnesa  of  pnrpose — 
must  have  looked  to  the  sitnatioa  of  his  own 
affaire,  and,  with  the  chances  before  him  of  a 
nigh  and  sudden  death,  could  not  have  failed 
to  consider  the  probable  condition  of  his  wife. 
Sir,  sud  Ur.  K.,  1  have  no  doubt,  from  the 
style  of  living  which  his  situation  and  standing 
had  compelled  him  to  keep  up,  he  was  oon- 
aciouB  that  his  widow  might  soon  need  every 
thing  it  was  in  his  power  to  bestow ;  and  it  ia 
true,  sir,  I  believe,  that,  in  the  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge his  honorable  debts,  and  to  save  a  pit- 
tance to  herself,  her  hopes  have  deceived  her; 
and  although  I  speak  not  by  the  authority  of 
Mrs,  D.,  but  by  that  of  another,  perhaps  know- 
ing as  well,  I  tiiiok  I  may  safely  aver  that  she 
is  not  worth  a  dollar.  I  think,  therefore,  sir, 
the  money  which  this  bill  proposes  to  bestow 
on  the  widow  of  Decatnr,  iii  consideration  of 
his  pnhlio  service,  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn 
from  her,  and  distributed  away  amongst  hia 
relatives,  imder  mistaken  notions  of  that  kind 
of  Justice  which,  like  a  species  of  charity  in  the 
world,  is  so  diffusive  as  never  to  have  dried  the 
tears  of  one  widow,  or  relieved  one  orphan 
from  distress.  And  I  trust  that  the  appeals 
to  popnlarity  which  have  been  resorted  to,  will 
not  have  the  effect,  as  heretofore,  of  defeating 
the  generous  action  of  Congress,  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  VnrroN  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  BuTHsaLJtm  rose,  but 

Ur.  Vdttoii  pressed  his  motion ;  npon  which 
the  qaestiott  waS'  taken,  and  carried. 

IfoKDAT,  February  20. 
ImaUmt  DAUfr^  BiU. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  ac  act  granting  relief  to 
oertun  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States, 
came  np  for  consideration ;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  eogrosBment  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  ELLawoETH  briefly  explained  the  nature 
of  the  bill,  the  oyect  of  which  was  only  to  fnl- 
fll  the  intentions  of  the  House  in  parsing  the 
act  of  last  year  upon  the  same  subject.  That  act 
had  been  so  worded  that  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  construed  it  to  apply  only 
to  a  particnlar  class  of  insolventa,  namely,  to 
those  who  were  technically  insolvent,  eiljier 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act  In  favor  of 
bankruptcy,  or  having  made  an  arrangement 
with  their  creditors  to  deliver  up  their  prop- 
erty, or  having  absconded ;  to  those,  in  a  word, 
who  had  performed  some  act  whicli,  according 
to  the  English  law,  woold  oonetitnte  them 
bankrupts.  The  Attorney  General  had  (bunded 
this  construction  on  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Conrt.  The  true  oonstruction  was  Immensely 
important,  because  the  United  States  had  a  lien 
oo  the  property  of  all  th^  insolvent  debtora: 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


and  if  all  penom  unable  to  pay  their  debti 
were  to  be  brought  within  tiiat  term,  they 
ODgbt  to  know  it.     The  first  seotion  of  the 

E resent  act  was  intended  to  guard  agdnst  this 
itarpretation.  The  rematnitig  seotiun  was  ' 
tended  to  rapply  another  defect  in  last  ;ei 
act.  Bj  tbat  law,  the  Becretarr  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  anthoriied  to  release  those  creditors 
only  who  should  compromise  with  the  United 
States,  by  paying  a  part  instead  of  the  whole 
of  their  debt ;  bnt  as  it  often  happened  that 
the  most  meritorions  olaas  of  debtors  was  found 
among  those  who  have  not  taken  any  advantage 
of  any  law,  and  yet  were  ousble  to  pay  any 
portion  of  their  debt,  the  present  bill  ws 
worded  as  to  include  and  relieve  their  case 

Kr.  WiOKLiFFK,  apprehending  that  the  pres-' 
«nt  act  would  be  liable  to  some  of  the  aauie 
objections  with  that  of  last  year,  snggesled  the 
propriety  of  amending  it,  by  adding  the  w(    '' 
"of  which  ability  the  Secretary  shall  be 
thorized  to  judge  from  all  the  evidence  before 

JCr.  EuswoBTU  said  the  Secretary  had  the 
power  at  preeenL 

Mr.  FosTKB  objected  to  the  bill,  aa  going 
much  further  than  the  act  of  last  year.  It  re- 
lieved not  only  those  who  offered  a  compromise 
willk  the  United  States,  but  all  persons  who 
might  be  unable  to  pay  their  debts.  This  had 
never  been  in  the  thoughts  of  the  House  when 
they  passed  the  bill  last  year,  and  it  wonld  lead 
to  conseqnenoes  of  the  most  dangerons  kind. 
Tbe  Oovemment  was  thas  abont  to  surrender 
its  claim  to  tliousands,  and  perhaps  to  millions 
of  money  which  was  justiy  due.  When  a  man 
had  private  debts,  as  well  as  his  debt  to  Oov- 
emment, and  shonld  find  himself  unable  to  dis- 
charge both,  all  he  would  have  to  do  wonld  be 
to  pay  hiii  private  debts,  and  then  tell  the  Sec- 
retary that  he  was  unable  to  pay  the  United 
States,  in  which  case  he  would  be  released. 
The  only  guard  against  this  was  the  discretion 
of  the  Secretary,  and  the  interposition  of  the 
board  of  commissioners.  Bat  everybody  knew 
how  easy  it  was  to  tell  a  smooth  tale,  and  sup- 
port it  by  plausible  evidence.  Hr.  F.  was  op- 
posed to  empowering  any  oEBcer  of  the  Govern 
ment  to  release  tbe  creditors  of  the  United 
States.  That  power  ought  to  remain  in  Con- 
gress «1  one. 

Mr.  Ellbwobtb  replied,  and  vindicated  the 
bill  as  not  going  an  inch  beyond  the  trae  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  former  act.  The  gentle- 
man seemed  willing  that  those  creditors  should 
be  released  who  had  rich  friends  or  relations 
to  advance  a  part  of  the  debt,  bnt  wonld  leave 
the  poor  man,  however  honest,  under  a  hope- 
less burden,  because  ha  was  without  such 
frienda 

Ur.  MoDuFin  inqnired  whether  the  bill 
went  to  release  debtors  who  had  responsible 
anretias. 

Ur.  Ellswobth  replied  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  UoDuFriB  desired  that  this  should  ap- 
pear on  the  fooe  of  the  act,  and,  with  a  view  to 


that  end,  moved  that  the  farther  conaiden 
he  postponed  till  to-morrow. 
The  motion  prevuled. 


THtnsHiaT,  Febnury  28. 
Pattnt  to  Alinu. 


grossed,  and  read  a  third 

Ur.  Tati«b,  in  explanation  of  tbe  biB, 
the  patentee  is  a  native  of  UaseaohnsOl^  *k 
went  to  £nrope  a  few  years  ago,  and  obuiad 
in  England,  France,  and  Prussia,  paunts  fa 
severd^invenlionH,  of  which  he  ia  tlie  inre 
He  there  met  with  oert^n  individoals 
had  invented  a  great  improvement  in  tlw 
manufacture  of  ropes  out  of  flax,  the  merilrf 
which  chiefly  lay  in  the  (act  that  tb«  fibrsW 
the  flax  were  laid  in  the  rope  looigitudinallT; 
the  consequence  of  which  waa  an  increMtii 
the  strength  of  the  rope,  amonnting  by  «Sf» 
meat  to  twenty-eight  per  cent.  This  new  dib- 
nfactnre  was  conducted  secretly,  bat  Ur.  Aba 
was  admitted  to  share  in  the  concem  on  owdh 
tion  that  he  should  obtain  a  patent  for  the  i* 
provement  in  the  United  States.  Heh^tt- 
oordingiy  bron^ht  ont  with  him  models  wi 
machinery  reqnudle  to  set  ap  the  manulKtst 
here,  should  the  patent  be  granted.  Tbe  ea* 
mittee  were  of  opinion  that  the  improvemai 
was  a  valuable  one,  and  might  with  adruUip 
be  iotrodooed  into  the  navy  yarda  of  the  Uniw 
States,  and,  although  the  inventors  wer«  fx* 
eigners,  they  considered  it  expedient  that  lb 
patent  shoidd  issue.  They  had,  therefore,  n- 
ported  a  bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  it 
Whole,  and  took  np  the  general  appropriuiK 
bilL 

Miniittr  to  Colombia. 

On  reading  the  following  paragraph 

"For  the  salaries  of  the  HimMcrs  of  tbe  T^M 

States  to  Great  Britain,  Fnuice,  ^ain,  Rnsaii,  >M 

Colombi", dollars," 

Ur.  UoDdfpii  said  that  when  the 

had  proposed  to  fill  this  blank  with  (13,T5a, 
bad  been  on  an  estimate  made  on  the  si^ipMJ- 
tion  that  tbe  sqjary  of  the  Uioister  to  Cokmbii 
was  to  continue  but  nine  months.  The  Stat- 
tary  of  State  had  since  then  informed  the  ooa- 
mittee  that  the  President,  for  good  and  ssS- 
cient  reasons,  has  determined  to  retain  sir 
Ministttr  at  that  court,  and  he  uow,  therefix^ 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  tiS,000. 

Mr.  Wilds  said  he  was  unwilling  to  omm* 
the  appropriation,  bnt  he  oould  not  suffer  n  to 

C  without  a  remsrk.  The  gentieman  at  tbt 
1  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  UeaiK  Itti 
informed  them  that  it  had  been  the  avowed 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  disconticoe  tbi 
appointment  of  a  Minister  at  the  court  of  Co- 
lombia, and  to  anpply  his  plaoe  with  a  clw|f 
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PnnuT,  1883.] 


IPuUv 


I'aflUrea.  He  oonudered  that  reeolntioii  u 
a  tKotortaitj  with  the  best  iDteteata  of  the 
WDDtrj.  He  reoolleot«d  tbst  a  oert^  Com- 
nittee  on  ICetr«iictim«nt,  odm  of  maoh  note  in 
liat  Honse,  had  reoommended,  among  other 
■eforms,  the  discoDtiaoance  of  our  IGouter  at 
liat  conit,  and  the  UoDse  had  bad  from  a  lat« 
President  of  the  United  States  the  avowal  of  a 
imiloT  sentiment.  Id  a  discasaion  whiob  had 
aken  place  a  few  daja  since,  it  had  been 
tvowed  that  the  Government  of  Colombia  was 
liasolved,  and  nnlesa  something  veiT-  Bpeoial 
'endered  it  neoeasarj  to  continue  our  Minister 
liere,  Ur.  W.  was  Dot  prepared  to  vote  the  ap- 
)ropriation. '  A  reaolntlon  had  been  offered  b; 
I  gentleman  fhmi  Bonth  Oaroltna,  whom  he  did 
lot  now  see  in  hii  place,  calling  for  information 
>a  this  subject,  bat,  owing  to  the  obstrnctdona 
irising  from  the  morning  debate,  the  resolntion 
lad  not  been  acted  on.  1111  the  House  had 
nme  further  light  on  this  sat^eet,  he  thought 
lie  first  torn  proposed  b;  the  committee  oogbt 

Ur.  Aborkb,  ohairroan  of  the  Committee  on 
J'oreiga  Affairs,  observed  that,  even  if  the  Gov- 
miment  of  Colombia  had  been  dissolved,  as  he 
waa  inclined  to  believe  it  had,  we  mnet  still 
wve  a  chargi  at  Bi^ta,  and  the  cootinnanoe 
tt  oar  Minister,  who  was  already  there,  woold 
tost  the  Government  no  mora  than  the  sead- 
ng  ont  a  charge.  The  discnssion,  therefore, 
ras  merely  a  nominal  one,  inasmach  as  the 
lovernment  asked  for  no  additional  ezpendi- 

Jfr.  BKtL  thonght  it  would  be  more  respect- 
tel  to  the  Qoveniment  that  the  sum  which  had 
leen  asked  for  should  be  appropriated.  If  it 
bonld  afterwards  be  dieoovered  by  Congress 
hat  they  had  applied  for  a  aseless  waste  of 
Qoney,  and  Con^^  sbonld  deem  it  their  duty 
o  oootrol  the  Executive  Department  in  the 
ondoct  of  this  part  of  our  diplinnacy,  the  snm 
[dght  be  redacM.  There  was,  besides,  another 
dea  of  great  interest  to  the  American  people, 
LOd,  indeed,  to  every  people,  which  snowed 
he  propriety  of  the  appropriation.  If  the 
riends  of  Uie  progress  of  liberty  in  South 
kmerica  thonght  it  important  to  that  oatise 
hat  the  dismembered  fragments  of  the  Repnb- 
io  of  Colombia  should  be  reanited,  then  this 
lovemment  ought  not  soddenly  to  withdraw 
ta  Minister  from  Bogota. 

If  the  hope  of  rennion  was  to  be  fostered,  tt 


•f  Great  Britain  stUl  continued  tlieir  Ministers 
here.  He  desired  to  give  the  friends  of  the 
ate  Government  all  the  benefit  (^  such  an  ar- 
TimeoL 

itr.  WioEunrE  inquired  whether  the  bill 
ojide  any  provision  fot  the  ontfit  of  a  chargi 
o  Colombia. 

ICr.  UoDnrm  replied  in  the  affirmative,  but 
bat  was  a  spedfio  wpropriation,  oont^oed  in 
.  different  clause  of  Uie  bill. 

Hr,  WioKLim  flirtber  inquired  whether  the 


<  Anuw.  [H.  or  R. 

Government  of  Colombia  had  any  accredited 
agent  near  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Abohxb  shook  his  head. 

Mr.  WioxLiFH  said  that  his  great  ot^ection 
to  the  appropriation  was  that  we  were  sending 
a  Minister  to  a  Oovemraent  which,  so  far  ss 
we  knew,  hod  no  ezistAnce.  Alt  the  informa- 
tion we  had  on  the  snbject,  went  to  show  that 
it  hod  l>eeD  dissolved,  and  three  Govemmenta 
formed  in  its  «tead.  If  onr  Minister  wan  to  be 
sent  to  oil  three  of  those  Governments,  it  ought 
to  be  so  expressed.  He  conld  see  no  good  rea- 
son for  the  increase  of  the  appropriation. 

After  some  fnrther  conversation  between 
Messrs.  KoDcrrrx  and  Jisipcb,  the  quettioii 
was  pnt  on  the  rising  of  the  oommittee,  and 
negatived— yeas  81,  nays  79. 

The  appropriation  of  $46,000  was  then  agreed 


FmDAT,  February  S4. 
Waihirtgtoa't  Semain*. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  fbHow- 
ing  commnnioation,  viz : 

WiBHiHOTOH,  Afrmarjr  it,  18SS. 
To  1A«  Sptalur  of  Itu  Hon—  of  Ripn—ntaHvtt  of 
Iht  UnilaJ  Stattt : 
Oneof  hlssEK>ciatM  nothavtngarrived  at  Wuh- 
Ington,  sod  the  other  having  declined  to  act,  in 
perfonmnoe  of  the  honorable  trait  coDBded  to  us 
by  the  Oorernor  of  Tirftnio,  the  undersigned  takes 
ap«u  himself  the  honor  to  tnuitmil  to  the  Speaker 
M  tba  House  of  Represenlatives  of  the  Dnited 
Suias  the  eavek^  directed  to  him  by  the  Gov- 
•roor  of  TlrgiDia,  covering  the  reaolatioDS  of  the 
Oeoeral  Assembly,  tajing  claim  to  the  remaios  of 
our  iliostrions  felloiT'^itiien  Qeorgc  Wsshlngton ; 
also  covering  a  letter  from  the  Goremor  of  Vir- 
ginia, accompanying  the  resoln^ons ;  and  In  the 
discharie  of  thil  dntr  he  takes  leave  to  remark, 
that  while  the  people  of  Virginia  are  proud  of  the 
gratitude  of  Ibeir  fellow  .citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  the  emioeat  public  servioee  of  the  father 
of  Us  country,  and  ibo  for  tbeir  high  admiration 
of  hii  patriotic  virtues,  mBDifested  by  the  lucceo- 
■ive  resolaUons  of  Congress,  thsj  also  Justly  inU- 
cipate  the  frank  acquiescence  of  their  fellow<iti- 
leosof  the  Uulled  States  in  the  paramonot  claim  of 
his  native  State  to  the  sacred  remaios  of  her  Wash- 
ington. 

FBAKCIS  T.  BROOKE. 

TiaoiHu,  ExumnTi  DiFionim, 
Ftbruary  SO,  18S2. 
To  AndroB  Bltventon,  Etq., 

Speaktr  oftht  Bout*  of  Rtpt.  U.  8. 
Si>:  The  honorable  Fronds  T.  Brooke,  Chief 
Justice  John  UarBhall,  and  Msjor  JnmeB  Gibbon, 
the  friends  and  brother  oScen  of  Wubington  In 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  are  the  bearere  of  thia 
conimimicatlon,  and  of  the  rcfolulioni  adopted  by 
the  Qenerd  Assembly  of  thin  Sute,  expressive  of 
their  feelings  and  those  of  the  citizens  of  this  oom- 
monwealth  with  regard  to  the  eontemidsted  M- 
movil  of  the  remains  of  Washington  ftom '  MouM 


,gle 


B«preMDUi 


H.  w  R.] 

TcnioD  b;  the  Congreai  of  the  United  Butei. 
Agreeablr  to  tilt  wisb  of  the  Oenenl  Anemblj,  I 
hare  the  honor  to  request  }0a  to  receive  and  Uj 
the  raeoliuioiu  of  that  bodj  betbra  the  Honae  of 
MiUtina  of  (he  nnited  StUM. 

',  with  eoiMidention  and  reapect,  tout 
JOHN  FLOYD. 


■>  The  General  AaaenUr  Of  Tlrgloia  Ti«<r  with 
•mioua  aoltcitude  tbe  elforta  do*  making  hj  the 
CoDgTMi  of  the  Dnited  Blalea  to  remove  fh>m 
Houat  Temon  the  remaioi  of  George  Wathiogtou. 
Sach  ramoTtl  is  not  ueoeearT  to  perpetuala  the 
&me  of  Mm  who  waa  "firat  la  war,  and  first  In 
peace,"  nor  can  it  be  neeeaurj  to  perpetuate  and 
ttrengthen  the  national  gntltude  for  him  who  wu 
"flnt  in  the  beartg  of  hiaoounlTTinen." 

Tbe  fact  that  Tirrinia  has  been  the  birthplace  of 
the  beat  and  rooet  lUnMrious  man  that  ever  tired,  is 
natiuallj  ca]calat«d  to  iniplre  her  dlizeos  with  a 
ttrong  deiire  to  keep  bia  remaina  emibrined  in  the 
land  of  bia  natiTltj  ;  this  da^re  li  increased  bj  the 
conMemion  that  the  burial  groond  wu  dedgoated 
b7  tbe  djing  patriot  bimaell    Therefore, 

SMoliid,  MMonwatfjr,  niat  the  proprietor  be 
Mrnestlj  rei(iieet«d.  In  the  wuiw  of  tbe  p«ai^  of 
thia  Slate,  not  to  conMOt  to  the  temoTai  of  the  r«- 
Btaina  of  George  Waibingtoo  from  Uount  Vernon. 

Setolwd,  KfMmmiHttJy,  That  the  Governor  of  thii 
commonwealth  forthwiUi  make  known  the  feelii^ 
and  viahea  of  the  General  Aaserobly  upon  the  aub- 
ject,  in  the  mo*t  appropriate  manner,  to  the  preaeai 
proprietor  of  Uount  Vernon,  and  the  Congreu  of 
the  United  Statea. 

AgCMdtt 

The  coimnnntoation  wu  ordered  to  lie  oa  Uie 
tabte^  Hid  be  printed. 

daim  ^  Mn.  Dteatur. 

The  Hoase  thm  went  into  Oonunlttee  of  tlie 
Whole,  Mr.  BpnoBT  In  the  ohair,  on  tbe  bill  for 
tbe  relief  of  Soeon  Decfttar,  which  bill  wu 
warmly  debated  nntil  half-put  four  o'clock. 

Ur.  Cabsok,  with  a  view  to  ooneiliate  those 
who  wonld  not  vote  for  the  bill  nnloas  it  con- 
tained s  provision  for  the  nieces  of  Oommodore 
Decatur,  moved  (by  coneent  of  Ur.  Pbasob, 
who  withdrew  his  amendment  for  that  parpoae) 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  granting  (10,000  to 
the  Hisaes  HcKnight 

The  ameodmeDt  wu  opposed  hj  Ifeggrs. 
Whikuffk  and  Dbattor,  and  >dvocat«d  bv 
Ur.  DoDDitn>oB— when  the  qoeation  being  pnt, 
ttwu  fleeted. 

SAtDBD^T,  February  2B. 

Claim  of  Mrt.  Dteatur. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hra.  Deoatnr 

and  others. 

The  qQCBtion  wa«  taken  on  Ur.  Punos'a 
kmendmenl,  and  wu  negatived — yeas  76,  najs 


ABBIDGMENT  OP  THE 

Bmt  o/tlu  VuiUi  AoMr— AjswjF  fala  Ot  C^mAhA 


[Fkbotu 


l(r.  BL1.IB,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  allbtn^ 
he  wonld  not  yield  to  any  person  in  estiraatiri 
the  valuable  services  of  Coniinodore  DcrMi^ 
yet  he  wu  imposed  to  the  bill  in  every  Atft: 
he  was  opposed  to  it,  becanse,  as  it  seenied  U 
be  conceded,  the  money  wu  to  be  regarded  m 
a  limple  donation  on  the  part  of  the  coutn. 
He  did  not  think,  aocordingtoXbe  prindpletcf 
the  coDstitntion,  the  House  bad  the  risb  M 
make  loob  a  donotiDn.  Hnoh  strea*  bad  tea 
laid  on  tbe  circnmstanoe  that  this  meweW 
come  reoomroended  to  the  Honae  by  the  Pn» 
dent,  although  he  (Ur.  B.)  waa  eaXii£ai  thtf.  a 
recommending  it,  ihu  President  bad  only  tot 
what  he  ftlt  to  be  his  dnty ;  yet  h«  rwMri 
that  he  had  meddled  with  it ;  he  wished  M  ial 
left  that  Job  nndooe.  In  oppoaiog  tbia  imi  iwi 
however,  he  for  one  had  no  apnrtJiensMtf 
being  censared  for  doing  so  by  tne  PrcadiM, 
for  u  he  himself  got  credit  for  doii^  at  d 
Iiaiarda,  what  he  believed  to  be  right,  beworil 
donbtlees  allow  toothers  tbepririlege  of  adhf 
ConBislentlj  with  what  they  deemed  a  eta- 
soientions  discharge  <^  tb«r  doty.  It,  ho*- 
ever,  be  ahoold,  in  so  acting,  ineor  tbe  cnvn 
of  the  President,  then  he  wonld  e&y,  in  GeA 
name,  be  it  so.  He  feit  it  bia  dnty  to  ■••■ 
that  the  enactiiw  olanse  be  strieken  out  ef  tkt 
bill. 

When  the  qnestion  on  Ibia  motion  wu  ahM 
to  bepnL 

l£r.  UoDtrrns  snggested  the  propriEty  d 
withdrawing  this  motion,  as  it  Doald  be  fu 
when  the  sabject  came  before  tbe  Honae. 

Ur.  Blmb  consented  to  withdraw  bis  antai- 
ment,  bnt  a  mmilar  one  was  offered  hj  It 
PxiTDLiTOK ;  after  which, 

Ur.  Poi:e,  in  reply  to  what  had  ftOea  fiw 
tlie  member  from  Bontb  Carolina,  wiriiedtoa- 
plain  that  he  voted  for  the  biU,  not  <ai  Ikt 
ground  of  it4  twing  a  rimple  donataoit,  fcr  if  k 
thought  it  was,  he  agreed  with  him  that  it  w» 
not  in  the  powerof  the  House,  aooording to  flt 
constitution,  to  make  it;  he  Tot«d  for  i^  be- 
canse it  came  fully  within  the  equitable  prma- 
Sles  of  the  prize  act,  and  which,  as  bad  ben 
etailed  to  tbe  House,  had  been  sanctioned  dar 
ing  the  late  war  by  Congress. 

Ur.  MoDvrrtm  believed  that  this  was  as  jM 
and  sacred  a  clium  u  any  which  had  hem  etai 
pending  between  individuals  and  tb«  Uniul 
8tat«s ;  and  when  tbe  proper  Hmewo^d  «wa 
he  was  prepared  to  meet  all  the  nlji  iiliwa 
which  had  been  urged  against  Hie  btU. 

Ur.  Davis,  of  UsaeadiDBetts,  moved  that  As 
committee  shonld  rise  and  report  progras; 
which  motioD  wu  carried. 


UdNDAT,  February  %7. 


The  following  reeolntioo,  moved  on  ttelM 
instant  by  Ur.  ULATtox,  ot  Geoigia,  wis  tib> 


,Coo^^lc 


DEBATES  07  CONGRESS. 


w.) 


Bami^a,  Umifi 


wMattCbMl^. 


[H.< 


JUtoiutd,  Ttut  >  Select  CommittM  b«  >ppainted 
to  axsmio*  into  tbe  *fEun  of  tbe  Buik  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed SUitea,  with  power  to  Bend  for  penong  «nd  pt- 
pen,  Mid  to  report  the  recutt  of  tbeir  inquiriei  to 
this  House. 

Kr.  WATMoiraH  mored  the  qneatioD  of  con- 
sideratfoo. 

On  tb*t  qnection  Mr.  Folk  d«iiuiided  die 
■jvaa  and  najs. 

A  diaoowion  th«r«vpoii  arose  oa  tbe  qaeBliou 
^rhether  it  was  in  order,  after  a  reaolntion  had 
iMeii  poatponed  to  e,  day  oertMo,  to  raoetve  a 
motion  snoh  as  had  be^  made  bj  Mr.  Wat- 

In  this  disonssion,  or  rather  oonTsrsation, 
SCesHTB.  Polk,  Hnrmiovoir,  Oufsutuno,  Out- 
ToiT,  ETiKxnr,  Wuxiuu,  FoeraB,  and  MoDuf 
ra  participated. 

It  baTii^  been  aaoertahted  fixnn  the  journal 
that  the  resotntion  after  having  been  offered 
fa*d  reoelved  the  aotion  of  the  Eonse  bj  a  vote 
postponbp  its  or>tt^derati<»i  nntil  this  daj,  Ae 
Chair  decided  tliat  it  was  too  late  to  entertain 
the  qoestlon  ofconsideraCion. 

Mr.  WiLUAKB  therenpon  moved  to  ]*j  the 
reeolntJOD  on  the  table ;  bnt  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Olxttoh,  he  eonsented,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  MoDotfu,  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Olattos  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  dis- 
enss  this  resolntion,  bnt  in  a  tpirit  of  tbe  utmost 
liberalitj,  [He  oonunenoed  with  qnoting  a 
olanse  in  the  obarter  reqnirbx  tbe  bank  to  sab- 
mit  its  affairs  to  examination.]  Tbe  Committee 
of  tbe  Home  appointed  to  examine  the  sabjeot, 
had  declared  ttiat  the  power  to  investigate  tbe 
state  of  the  institntion  was  so  wholesome  in  its 
nature  and  tendeno;,  that  wheooTer  any  aos- 
pioion  was  exoited  a^unst  the  bank,  it  onght  to 
be  employed.  [Here  he  quoted  the  report  of 
the  Oommittoe  of  Vays  and  Means,  and  also 
that  of  the  minority  of  that  oommittae,  to  show 
that  tbey  coincided  in  reoommending  an  ex- 
amination into  tbe  affairs  of  l^e  bank,]  Mr.  0. 
said,  that  when  he  introdooed  the  resolution, 
he  had  expected  that  the  fHenda  of  the  bank 
would  have  suied  on  tbe  (^portanitythas  held 
out  to  them  to  pnt  tbe  Instltation  <»  higher 
ground  than  any  it  had  yet  ooenpied ;  for  such 
must  be  the  effect  of  the  tnvemgation,  if  the 
eondition  of  tbe  institution  were  snoh  as  thc^ 
represKited  it  to  be.  It  most  be  manifest  to 
«*ery  (m&  that  if  the  bank  should  oome  ont  of 
the  ordeal  imharmed,  and  prove  Itself  to  be  a 
benefit  to  the  nation,  none  woold  be  disposed 
to  pot  it  down, 

Jlr.  0.  lud  be  would  frankly  ttate  what  he 
t>elie?ed  could  be  brought  ablest  tbe  bank. 
He  thonght  it  was  eaoogb  for  him,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  tbe  people,  to  state  to  his  co-repre- 
sentalivee  the  charges  which  he  believed  might 
be  mbtUnliated  af^dnst  the  institntion ;  when 
•    they  had  heard  toem,  they  mi^t  vote  the  In- 


LS  a  sort  of  indictment  against  the 


tabliabed,  and,  under  tiiat  imjwesrion,  he  prs- 


ferred  themai 
bank: 

I.  The  iasne  of  7,CK)0,000,  and  more,  of 
branob  bank  orders  as  a  omrency.  The  pren- 
dent  of  the  bank  admits  seven  millions  isaned. 

9.  nsnry  on  broken  book  notes  in  Kentucky 
and  Ohio ;  tbey  amounted  to  1900,000  in  Ohio, 
and  nearly  as  much  in  E^tnoky.  Bee  8  Peters's 
Reports^  p.  fiS7,  as  to  the  natore  of  the  oases. 

8.  Domeetio  bills  of  ezebaage,  disguised  loans 
to  take  more  than  at  the  rato  of  ax  per  ofent. 
Sixteen  millinu  of  Uieee  bills  for  December  last 
See  montbly  statements. 

4.  Non-nser  of  tbe  charter.  In  this,  that 
from  1819  to  1836,  a  period  of  seven  yean,  the 
South  and  West  branches  issned  no  ourrenoy  (rf 
any  kind.    See  the  doctrine  on  non-nsar  of 


legleet. 

6.  Boilding  housee  to  rent,  See  limitation 
in  their  idtatier  on  the  right  to  h<dd  red  prop- 
erty. 

6.  In  the  <H4)ttal  etook,  not  having  dne  pro- 
portions  of  odn. 

7.  Foreigners  roting  for  direoton,  throngh 
their  tnisleee. 

Jilts**  tMrt&y  tf  i$tqvtry  iiUo,  not  atnmtnting 
1«  Jbr/eitun,  hut  going,  \f  tnu,  eUarly  to 
*Am*  tA»  ituxpodUttCf  if  vtmtiMii^  tht  Mor- 
for. 

1.  Not  cashing  its  own  notes,  or  receiving  in 
depooit  at  eaeb  branch,  and  at  the  parent 
book,  the  notee  of  each  other.  By  reason  of 
this  practioe,  notes  of  the  mother  bwik  are  at  a 
disocmnt  at  manr,  if  not  all,  of  her  brant^es, 
and  completely  negatives  the  assertion  of 
"  sound  and  nniform  onrrenoy." 

2.  Making  a  difference  in  receiving  notes 
from  tbe  Federal  Government  and  the  cilicens 
of  the  Bute*.  This  is  admitted  as  to  all  notea 
above  five  dollars. 

8.  Making  a  difference  between  members 
of  Otmgree*  and  the  dtizens  generally,  in  both 


memben  can  obtain  bills  of  exchange  without, 
citiiens  with  a  premiam ;  the  first  give  nomi- 
nal endorsers,  tne  oUiers  must  give  two  snffl- 
oient  rerident  endorsers, 

4.  The  undne  aoonmulation  of  proxies  is  tbe 
hands  of  a  fkw  to  control  the  election  for  direo- 
tors. 

0.  A  strong  sn^oion  of  secret  nnderatanding 
between  the  bank  and  broken  to  job  in  stocks, 
contrary  to  the  charter.  For  example,  to  bur 
up  the  three  per  cent,  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  the  Government  to  pay  at  par  for  that 
stock ;  and  whether  the  Qovenmient  deposits 
may  not  be  nsed  to  enhanoe  its  own  debts. 

6.  Subndies  and  louis,  direotly.or  indirectly, 
to  print«rB,  editors,  and  lawyers,  for  purposes 
other  than  tbe  regular  business  of  the  bank. 

7.  Disljnctioo  iB  i^vor  of  merdMwts  in  selling 
bills  <tf  exobange. 


,  Google 


ABBn)OHENT  OF  THB 


loilMCamdacL 


[f^BBDAI 


S.  FraotieeB  npoo  local  banks  and  debtors  to 
make  them  petition  CoDgreaB  for  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  and  thus  impose  apon  Congress  b^ 
fidae  damor. 

9.  The  actual  manaMDieitt  of  the  bank, 
whether  safel/  and  prndentlf  ooDdncted.  &ee 
montUf  ststementA  to  the  coatrarj. 

10.  The  sctoal  ooodition  of  the  bank,  her 
debts  and  credits  \  how  maoh  she  has  iocreased 
debts  and  diminished  her  means  to  pa;  in  the 
last  jeat;  bow  mnoh  she  has  increased  her 
oredits  and  multiplied  her  debtors,  since  the 
President's  Message  in  1829,  without  abiliCj  to 
take  np  the  notes  she  ttas  issned,  and  pay  her 


11.  Excessive  isroes,  all  on  public  deposita. 

IS.  Whether  the  accomit  of  the  bank's  proe- 
peritf  be  real  or  delnBive. 

13.  The  amoant  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and 
bnlllon  sent  from  Western  and  Boathern 
brancbea  of  the  parent  bank  since  its  eatabliah- 
ment  in  1B17.  The  amount  is  supposed  to  be 
fiAoen  or  twenty  millions,  and,  with  bank  in- 
terest on  bank  debts,  consUtutes  a  system  of 
tjie  most  intolerable  oppression  of  the  8oath 
and  West  The  gold  and  silver  of  the  South 
and  West  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bank, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  nnlawfal  currency 
created  by  branch  bank  orders,  as  will  be  mode 
fUly  to  appear. 

U.  The  establishment  of  agencies  in  differ- 
ent Stales,  nnder  the  direction  and  management 
of  one  person  only,  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange, 
■nd  to  transact  other  business  properly  belong- 
ing to  branch  banks,  contrary  to  w«  cliarter. 

15.  Giving  authority  to  State  banks  to  dis- 
count their  bills  without  authority  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Having  gone  through  witb  these  items,  briefly 
commentiag  on  each  as  he  proceeded,  Mr.  0. 
observed  that  he  knew  a  number  of  petitions 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  in  favor  of 
nchartering  the  hank.  Such  petitions  were 
gotten  np  with  great  &cility.  Some  of  these 
were  even  obtained  in  New  York.  Now  he 
would  appeal  to  the  whole  South,  whether  the 

Ktltion  of  a  few  individual  merchants  was  to 
regarded  in  preference  to  the  declared 
opinion  of  the  Legialature  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  knew  it  was  become  very  un- 
fashionable to  listen  to  the  voice  of  States ;  he 
knew  they  were  scarcely  as  much  respected  as 
BO  many  oorporattons,  and  that  their  will 
weighed  nothing.  But,  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  utter  his  voice  in  favor  of  ue  rights  of  the 
States,  he  would  continue  to  aver  that  they 
were  worthy  to  be  regarded.  The  House  was 
receiving  the  petiUons  gotten  up  by  the  bank 
as  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  commu- 
nity, while  the  voice  of  New  Tork  and  of  other 
States  was  disregarded. 

The  bank  was  an  institution  whose  arms  ex- 
tended into  every  part  of  the  community ;  and 
one  of  its  officers  had  not  long  since  boldly  de- 
clared that  the  moment  the  bank  should  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it 


would  grind  tbe  State  institutions  to  iM. 
This  he  pledged  himself  to  prove.  An  iuKitS' 
tion  like  this,  which,  by  a  mu«  exertiaa  at  in 
will,  could  raise  or  sink  t^e  valne  of  any  and  of 
every  commodity,  even  of  the  bread  we  tit, 
was  to  be  regarded  withaJealonswatchfiilatiK 
When  the  present  charter  wsa  granted,  a  «■- 
mittee  had  been  appointed  to  investigate  its  coa- 
oems  J  and  be  thought  the  bank  tm^t  lo  U 
satisfied  that  tbe  proposed  inqaii7  ihoaM  h 
instituted. 

Tbe  charges  he  bad  made,  oonid,  he  was  tm- 
fident,  be  muntained.  He  had  not  made  thim 
without    the    best  reasons.      Bat    ebonU  tfct 


rotten  foundation  which  aome  men  evppomi. 
If  such  should  be  the  result,  it  woul^  ii  t 
great  manner,  dose  his  mouth,  although  &ot  «a 
the  constitutional  ouestion  involved.  If  tte 
bank  should  refuse  tne  mqniry,  it  would  fiirfiit 
tbe  confidence  of  the  community ;  and,  in  ibi 
last  resort,  the  people  would  call  apon  another 
watchman  to  pronounce  the  thibbAetk  of  thrit 
protection.  He  had  not  a  donbt  that,  AvU 
the  charter  be  renewed,  advant«ge  vookl  hi 
taken  of  tbe  granted  power  to  cr^^  the  Sw 
institutions. 

Mr.  MoDumx  addreesed  tlie  Honse  neaily  m 
follows : 

Mr.  UoD.  sud  &at  if  any  tan^ble  and  s^ 
stantisl  charges  had  been  submitted  to  the  Bosh 
on  the  authority  of  but  a  sIhkIo  reepeetstii 
witness  known  to  the  Honse,  he  shoidd  M 
under  the  highest  obligation  to  go  into  the  a- 
veetigation  proposed,  cost  whM,  it  might,  Mi 
be  tbe  consequences  what  they  might.  Bat  ■ 
was  extremely  obvious,  that  to  sustain  a  nnh- 
tion  of  the  character  of  that  which  had  bMS 
offered  by  the  gentieman  from  Georgia,  contia- 
ing  matter  of  so  grave  a  kind,  acd  having  isek 
an  important  bearing  on  all  the  iaterCBte  of  ite 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  wasa  tfaingnot  likt- 
ly  to  be  done.  The  gentieman  had  drawn  vf 
an  indictment,  as  he  called  it,  against  the  baik, 
coDtainiug  fifteen  'counts ;  ana  out  of  all  (< 
them,  there  were  but  one  or  two  which  pro- 
fessed to  disdose  any  other  than  matter  of  gca- 
eral  notoriety. 

As  to  the  Erst  charge — "  the  iasne  of  sevti 
millions  and  more  of  branch  bank  ordcssasi 


charge  as  a  f^  spedmen  of  Uie  whc^e :  and  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  all  the  others  will  <aj 
in  the  same  manner  as  this  must  end,  oamfx 
and  candid  investigation.  What  is  tlw  chargr! 
That  the  bank  has  forfeited  its  charter.    lat 


by  issuing  bills  a!  exchange.  What  is  the  my 
object  for  whioh  the  bank  was  inatitnwdl 
What  is  its  moat  important  and  most  beneddil  . 
operation}  It  is  dealing  in  exchanges:  tki 
very  operation  here  denounced.  It  seona,  »*■ 
cording  to  tlie  gentieman,  thitt.  these  dtafts,  ^ 


Fdbcmt,  ISSS.] 

btlU  of  exchange,  ftre  groBaly  nncoDBtitntional. 
Whyt  Because  thej  are  drawn  by  one  of  the 
braocbwof  the  bank,  and  si^ed  bj- the  officers, 
the  president  aod  cashier  of  sacb  bnmch  ?  Ob 
DO.  That  ia  a  common,  regular  operation  of 
BTory  day.  Why  then?  Beoanse  they  are 
irawD  opon  the  mother  bank  t  No :  that,  too, 
ia  an  ordinary,  every-day  operation.  Such 
irafta  on  the  mother  baok  are  drawn  by  the 
hcandiea  oontjnnally.  Why  then  ?  Why,  ur, 
[  will  tell  yoa :  it  is  becaiue  the  bank  has  been 
n  atrocions,  bo  daring,  as  to  paint  the  p^>er 
)C  which  these  drafts  are  drawn.  That,  sir,  is 
Ihe  whole  substance  of  the  charge.  The  gen- 
tleraan  can  make  nothing  else  of  the  matter. 
rhe  drafts  are  colored  blue,  stamped  in  a  par- 
Ucnlar  way,  and  they  circulate  as  bank  bills. 
Hiis  is  the  idlest,  the  very  idlest,  of  all  charges 
Ihatever  was  gravely  bronght  forward.  It  will 
Ht  bear  discussion.  Althoogh  not  agunst  the 
Dharter,  this  operstiou  is  very  ioconvenient  to 
the  bank.  It  is  perfeoUy  well  known  that  the 
ffffioera  of  the  mother  bank  did  not  possess  the 
pbyslaal  power  to  sign  the  vast  number  of  small 
Dills  required  for  uie  ciroolation  of  the  oonn- 
Irj;  and  these  checks  were  sabstitnted  as  a 
matter  of  sheer  necessity.  What  injury  has 
happened  to  the  pnblio  in  conseqaenoe  of  the 
idoption  of  this  expedient  i  What  is  the  charge 
■gainst  these  draf^eicept  that  they  are  punt- 
sd  and  stamped  t  The  bank  is  liable  for  every 
inch  check  tiiat  may  be  iasned.  That  point  has 
Iwen  tried  and  settled.  No  profee^onol  man, 
Taniiliai  wilii  oommercial  law,  will  dispute  the 
position  that  the  bank,  having  thns  anthori^ed 


its  charter  to  deal  in  exchanges.  The  branches 
Iraw  upon  the  mother  ba:^  by  an  anthority 
riven  tuem  in  advance ;  and  every  lawyer 
knows  that  snob  an  indefinite  anthority  granted 
to  an  agent  beforehand  renders  the  principa] 
liable  to  any  extent. 

What,  I  again  ask,  ia  the  injnry  snstwned  by 
the  pnblict  It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  the  other  day,  (Ur.  Oimbbk- 
Lsso,)  tliat  these  drafts  are  payable  nowhere. 
&y  t  payable  nowhere  I  If  that  is  the  &ct,  the 
objection  is  conclnslve.  Bnt,  sir,  they  are,  in 
point  of  fact,  payable  everywhere.  That  is 
Ihe  fact,  and  the  bank  has  paid  them  every- 
where, indiscriminately.  Th^e  may  have  been 
I  few  exceptions,  owing  to  a  very  great  aocn- 
molatioD  of  them  at  one  spot;  bat  the  bank 
nnally  pays  them  at  all  its  branches.  Bo  much 
br  the  grave  charge  of  painting  drafta. 

The  next  specification  is  for  "  nsuiy  on  broken 
lank  notes  m  Kentncky  and  Ohio."  And  as 
M  this  coant,  as  a  lawyer,  I  shonld  almost 
diink  it  snbject  to  a  demurrer.  "  Usury  on 
broken  bank  notes ! "  Sir,  I  do  not  qoito  nn- 
leratand  this  eharge.  The  gentleman  read  a 
ilea  put  in  by  the  defendants  and  their  conn- 
lel,  to  whioh  there  was  a  demurrer ;  and  he 
rtated  the  decision  of  the  conrt,  that  the  facts 
«t  forth  in  the  plea  went  to  make  out  a  ease 
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of  nsnry.  Sir,  the  lawyers  must  have  been  nn- 
skilfui  indeed  if  they  did  not.  A  demnrrer  to 
a  plea  is  made  merely  to  settle  a  principle.  A 
demnrrer  decides  i)o  facts.  But  the  gentleman 
omitted  to  read  the  explanatory  note  at  the 
bottom  of  thepage.  I  will  supply  theomiasion, 
[Here  Mr,  MoD.  read  a  note  statmg  that  owing 
to  the  demurrer  the  facts  of  the  case  never 
come  to  proof.]  Sir,  the  whole  of  these  allied 
facts  goiQK  to  make  oat  a  ease  uf  nsnry,  are 
denied,  and  can  be  disproved.  This  is  a  plain 
ease,  a  very  plain  case.  Both  the  Government 
of  tJie  United  States  and  private  individuals 
deposited,  in  the  branch  bank  in  qnestion.  State 
bank  paper,  goodwhendeposited.  The  branch 
bank  held  this  paper,  and  received  interest 
upon  it  as  so  mucn  cash,  from  the  State  tiank. 
The  Stato  bank  did  finally  pay  up  the  balance 
of  notes  held  by  the  United  States  branch. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  an  individual  cornea 
to  the  branch  seeking  a  loan.  The  oSoe  tella 
him,  we  are  prohibited,  bythe  orders  of  the 
motber  bank,  and  especially  by  a  teraporair 
regulation  at  this  time,  from  complying  wiui 
year  request.  The  applicant  says  he  is  willing 
to  take  bills  of  the  State  bank  which  had  been 
deposited  there,  (and  which  were  equal  to  so 
mach  cash  to  the  institution,)  and  to  this  prop* 
osition  ^e  bank  assented.  It  was  a  perfectly 
fair  transaction ;  and  the  individual  no  doubt 
thought  at  the  time  that  a  great  favor  had  been 
extended  to  him,  bnt  fonnd  it  convenient  to 
plead  nsnry  when  the  day  of  payment  came 
round.  This  transaction  happened  ten  y'eara 
ago.  But  this,  It  seems,  is  the  day  when  all  the 
sins  of  tiie  bank,  for  these  sixteen  years  past, 
are  to  be  bronght  np  in  Judgment.  If  the  gen- 
tleman hod  gone  beyond  the  year  1619,  he  might 
have  bronght  forwiu^mueh  higher  charges  than 
this ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to  i>e  held  responsible 
for  them,  too,  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will 
end.  But,  in  the  year  1319,  oil  those  now  stale 
charges  were  brought  fresh  for  examination  be- 
fore this  Uonse,  and  the  bank  was  exonerated 
from  serions  oensure,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  matters  which  had  grown  out  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  times,  and  that  the  bank  had 
done  the  best  it  could. 

Bir,  the  fact  is,  the  very  difficulties  of  the 
bank  in  1S19  all  grew  out  of  an  attempt  to  do 
what  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  snpposee  the 
bank  is  bonnd  now  to  do ;  from  the  idle  and 
visionary  attempt  to  pay  the  bills  of  alt  ita 
branches,  not  only  at  the  branches  where 
drawn,  bat  at  all  ita  offices.  It  was  an  abaord 
attempt  to  do  what  was  and  is  impracticable. 

The  third  ari;icle  of  this  indictjnent  cliargea 
the  bank  with  "  the  dealing  in  domestic  bills 
of  exchange,  and  disguised  loans." 

Why,  sir,  this  is  one  of  the  ordinary  transao- 
tions  of  the  bank,  and  one  of  the  most  unex- 
oeptiooable  of  those  transactions.  Sir,  em  I  to 
understand  the  gentleman  ftxim  Georgia  aa 
charging  the  bank  with  a  violation  of  its  char- 
ter, because  it  buys  bills  of  exchange,  and  sella 
bills  of  exchange,  or  checks,  at  half  per  oeat^ 
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one  par  cent,  or  toy  per  c«iiL  it  pleases  t  I 
shonld,  I  confeHB,  like  t«  understand  the  ii&tare 
irf  the«e  charges. 

Mr.  OLAtTOH  explained.  A  note  was  asked 
to  be  renewed ;  the  bank  refused  the  request, 
bat  was  willing  to  give  discount  on  a  draft  on 
a  distaol  (actor,  tliereby  realizing  a  profit  of 
two  per  cent,  on  the  bill.  This,  Ee  oonolnded, 
vti  ■  disguised  loan.  If  the  applioaut  had  the 
mone;  to  pa;  for  this  draR,  he  Kad  the  monef 
to  paj  the  note.  This,  though  not  a  regnlar 
oompaot  to  ^t  ten  per  cent.,  was  wrtunl;  a 
regolar  dealing  in  loans,  and  was  a  eubsUtnte 
for  a  demand  of  higher  interest. 

Mr.  MaDuTFia  resnmed.  He  believed  that 
the  charge  as  now  made  never  ooald  be  made 
ont  The  Bank  of  the  United  Statu  never,  he 
was  confident,  had  been  gniltj  of  enoh  a  trans- 
iotion,  with  a  view  to  practise  a  speaiea  of 
extorUon,  bj  exacting  a  rate  of  interest  not 
allowed  b;  ita  charter.  I  can  conceive^  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  M<^.,  a  OBse  where  the  bank 
w^oald  refuse  a  loan  on  an  ordinvy  note,  when 
its  ottJecl  was  to  hare  fhnds  readj  in  a  particu- 
lar place  to  meet  some  engagement  there. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  might  be  ver; 
willing  to  grant  &  loan,  if  the  money,  when  re- 
paid, was  to  be  deposited  at  that  place ;  and  in 
snch  a  case  the  bank  would  be  lawfully  entitled 
to  realise  the  differeoce  of  eiohange  between 
the  two  points ;  and  I  will  yentore  to  say  that 
In  that  caae  the  bank  would  be  found  willing 
to  take  a  lower  rate  of  exchange  than  any 
broker  who  might  be  employed. 

The  fourth  charge  was  a  "  non-user  of  the 
charter ;  "  in  this,  Uiat  during  a  period  of  seven 
L  the  Sontbern  and  Western  branches  bad 


and  other  Eastern  braoohes.  The  liiliirf 
trade  was  oonstaoUy  agWBst  Ibe  Wsst,  nih 
corrent  of  exchange  carried  allthepa^ddi 
bank  to  the  Eastern  branches,  wbm  ifidi 
was  demanded.  The  c<»iaeaaeace  irH,(ri> 
it  must  ever  be,  if  tbebanksBoaldhanHfc 
cretion  as  to  where  its  Inlla  sbottld  be  M 
and  payable,)  all  the  exchanges  c€  tks  ooMi 
were  performed  without  0(XDpeniali(iB,Mii 
expense  of  the  bank.  Would  any  wn  ^ 
even  one-fourth  per  cent.  fiwabUlcfeidaiii 
if  he  conld  take  a  bill  of  the  Bank  of  tbtIM 
States,  and  send  it  fh)m  one  pcdnt  rftiM  Xm 
to  another,  with  the  asanraiioe  that  itrd 
there  command  qKcie)  The  oataKH/uiai 
snch  a  state  of  things  would  be,  ^tat  thtW 
would  have  to  keep  teams  oonatantlj  tniAi 
backward  and  forward  with  specie. 

The  fifbh  charge  was  the  bnilding  d  hv 
to  rent.  On  this  subject  the  tenn  of  ^ 
charter,  Mr.  MoD.  said,  were  plus.  It)* 
hibited  the  bank  from  porohasing  luid,mk 
certain  specified  oases ;  the  debt  wut  aoiaf- 
nallv  have  beau  contracted  oa  thetMaiQd 
land;  but  where  there  was  a  inortffip^ 
quently  ^ven,  by  way  of  collateral  wtcarsjM 
bank  was  permitted  topurohase.  InlhisM- 
ner,  and  in  no  other,  had  the  bank  btoeiw|> 
seased  of  real  estate.    The  idea  of  tht  ftt^ 
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non-user.  Every  practice  man  aoquamted  with 
banking;  would  be  satisfied  that  tlie  bank  would 
never  have  violated  its  charter,  if  some  of  ita 
branches  had  never  issued  a  single  bill.  It  was 
not  a  condition  in  the  charter  that  the  bank 
shonld  issue  bills  from  all  of  its  branches.  Vhy 
should  it !  The  object  of  the  bank,  in  a  com- 
mercial view,  was  to  grant  discounts ;  but,  for 
this,  it  was  under  no  necessity  of  issuinB  ita 
own  bills  of  any  kind.  Oould  not  the  banl  let 
the  i^lioant  have  specie  for  his  note,  or  the 
bills  of  some  other  bank !  Might  not  the  state 
of  exchange  be  such,  that  the  bank  conld  not 
aafely  issue  ita  own  notes  at  a  particular  plaoe ! 
Did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  there  was  a 
time  when  it  would  have  been  very  baxardons 
to  do  so?  In  1818,  the  bstttution  had  been 
reduced  almost  to  bankruptcy,  by  the  attempt 
to  pay  Its  bills  indiscriminately.  There  was  m 
the  West  a  vast  demand  for  the  hills  of  the 
bank,  and  its  circulation  might  have  been 
extended  to  an  almost  indefinite  amount.  It 
did  issue  bills  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions.  But  such  was  the 
state  of  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country, 
thai  the  whole  of  the  bills  issued  in  the  West 
found  their  was  to  the  branch  at  New  York, 


would  show  me,  from  C 
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build  honsee  upon  it,  and  leaae  -^    

ty  to  buy  landisanantiiority  toowdbnj;  W 
an  anthori^  to  own  land  ia  an  ■ntboritj  wa 
it;  and  oan  a  man  be  «dd  to  W*e  ib«UH 
of  his  land,  if  he  m^  not  bnild  a  hoDM  ips> 
and  rentili,  until  he ONDsdl!  SnchacMM* 
tion  want  to  dettro^  the  rigltt  altogMhw;  m 
right  to  purchase  u  wholly  deo^ilive,  ^H 
the  laud  purchased  nwy  afterwards  to  vtm 
use  of  in  any  lawfni  manner  mosteoBdnfina 
the  interest  of  the  owner. 

The  sixth  count  isfornot  bavii^iotbeH^ 
tal  stock,  a  due  proportion  of  coin.  I  w  *^ 
at  a  loss  to  underatand  this  ohargs.  Itiir 
teged  to  be  a  violation  of  the  charter.  I* 
unapprised  to  what  fact  it  refbrs.  I  bIkx^  " 
glad  to  know  to  what  part  of  the  charter  il» 
latea.  There  is  nothing  in  the  charter,  ssiR* 
11,  on  the  subject 

The  sevenUi  charge:  " Forwgnwa  «itii(» 
directors  through  thur  trostees."  J  ^ 
nothing  of  this  charge.  But  the  ftcttaaM* 
be  ascertuned  from  the  bank  itself.  I  ^"J! 
donbt  that,  so  far  as  it  is  a  ehaive  at  sU,  itn 
turn  out  to  be  wholly  vrilhoat  fooniWite-  ' 
jottj  be  that  stock  haa  been  owned  bj  *  V 
eigner,  and  yet  held  in  the  name  rf  w** 
zen  of  the  United  Statea.  But  how,  I  •** 
the  bank  prevent  an  American  stoekhoUi**" 
voting  on  stock  beI3  by  him,  on  the  C^^ 
a  secret  trust?  This  is  no  abuse  (i»w»"J* 
banit  is  answerable,  nnlees  the  bant '"' 'r 
conusant  of  the  fact,  and  hadtbepa'°r*<*' 
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'ecti.nff  the  abnw.  This  charge  maj  be  an- 
nrered  ttom  the  books  and  reoords  of  the  bank, 
»  five  minntea.  I  h»vo  now  gone  throngh 
liose  ebarges  which  go  to  an  alleged  violation 
vt  the  charter  of  the  bank.  The  othera,  aooord- 
na  to  the  gentleman,  do  not  amonQt  to  a  for- 
reftnre,  bat  are  thrown  in  to  show  the  inez- 
3edieti07  of  recharteringtheinstitDtion.  T  will 
vrooeod  to  notioe  these  in  order.  The  &st  of 
^eae  enbordinate  oflbnces  is  staWd  to  be,  "  not 
ssshing  ite  own  notea,  or  reodvlBg  In  depoait 
ifc  «aon  brancd),  and  at  the  parent  bank,  the 
Mftes  of  each  other." 

It  tB  onneoeaui^  that  I  Bhoold  enter  on  tbe 
nvcot^ation  of  this  topio.  In  the  report  made 
tiro  yean  ^noe  bj-  tbe  Oomtnlttee  of  wajii  and 
kCeaua,  it  wai  ftiUj  examined,  and  the  impnta- 
bion  effeotuattj-  rented.  "Bj  the  attempt  to  do 
irfaat  the  bank  ia  here  Msatled  tor  not  doing, 
tU  the  embarrassmentB  which  Tirevdled  in  1819 
vere,  as  I  have  aaid,  prodnoed.  No  bank  that 
BOted  on  the  plan  Boggested  ooold  snatito  the 
Bonndnets  of  its  onrr«ior  for  two  jeare.  A 
bank  with  brancbea  extended  over  all  the  States 
of  the  Unkoi,  to  be  bonnd  to  pay  the  notes 
drayn  at  all  llie«e  bran^es  at  every  other 
brasoh  I  Why,  sir,  does  not  tbe  gentleman 
■ee  that  all  the  commeroi^  exchanges  of  the 
eonntiy  would  be  conducted  at  the  expense  at 
the  bank  f  Tbe  bank  issues  bills  at  New  Or- 
Imda,  promimng  to  pay  them  at  that  place. 
'What  aaya  the  gentieman  t  llie  promise  of  the 
bank  to  pay  at  New  Orleans  binds  it  to  pay  at 
New  Toik,  and  the  promise  to  iwy  money  st 
8«.  I>oi^Had9ittopayatPh<laddphia.  Why? 
BairtMMe  an  iron  master  in  PennsflTanla  promisee 
to  ddlrer  one  hundred  tons  of  iron  at  a  speci- 
fied town  in  that  State,  say  Lancaster,  is  be 
Mierefore  bonnd  to  deliver  that  qnantily  of  Iron 
aX  New  Orleani  f  Sir,  this  wonld  be  no  greater 
■bsnrdity  than  that  which  would  exist  in  tbe 
ce«e  assnmed.  This  is  tbe  veiy  last  charge 
tliat  onght  to  have  been  broaght  against  the 
^Mtik.  The  matter  was  folly  inveetigated  in 
IBi  e,  and  it  was,  I  believe,  tbe  ahnoat  onanimons 
opinion  of  this  Honse  that  it  was  the  impoUnt 
Bttampt  of  the  flret  dtreotirai  to  carry  ont  this 
dootrme  that  led  to  all  tbe  ovotrading  and 
embwrasameot  and  min  which  ensued. 

This  attempt  had  nearly  perpetaated  the 
Tuwoondness  of  tbe  curreooy  which  tbe  bank 
^ofl  inBtitiit«d  to  correct  and  prevent  Should 
Mtob  a  condition  be  inserted  u  the  oharter,  it 
iroold  be  utterly  vain  to  talk  any  longer>oi  a 
nnifenn  and  soond  cnrrency.  Tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  soon  become  an  auxiliary 
with  the  State  bouka,  and  run  with  them  the 
oareer  of  depreciation.  It  oonld  not  avoid  it. 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  necessity. 

Here,  sir,  is  another  eharge :  "  The  making  a 
^fferMioe  in  receiving  notes  from  the  Federal 
QovemmeDt  and  the  oitixms  of  tlte  United 
States." 

This  is  a  most  serions  and  extraordinary 
diaige,  indeed  1    Si^  what  are  the  terms  (rf 
tlte  bank  charter!    Is  not  this  the  vwy  tMng 
ToisXL— «& 


it  stipnlates  that  the  bank  shall  do  ?  Was  it  not 
one  of  the  primary  ol)]eote  of  establishing  tbe 
bank!  Sir,  the  bank  was  created,  among  other 
objecte,  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  the  thing 
which  is  here  made  the  ground  of  denunciation. 
The  bank  is  obliged,  by  its  charter,  to  receive 
the  bills  of  all  its  branches  as  deposits  of  tbe 
Qoverament,  and  to  transfer  the  fnnds  thus 
deposited  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
where  tbe  Qovemment  may  require  them. 
Is  not  this  dealing  with  the  Greneral  Qovem- 
ment in  a  manner  different  fh)m  that  which 
the  bank  deals  with  individuals ! 

But  I  *will  here  remark  that  tbis  circnm- 
stanoe,  so  far  from  being  tt  disadvantage  to 
individuals,  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  great 
advantage  to  them.  All  who  oire  the  Govern- 
ment, though  they  may  reside  in  the  northem- 
moet  extremity  of  tbe  Union,  may  tender  billa 
drawn  by  the  branch  of  Lontiriana  in  payment, 
and  they  are  receivable  for  all  Government  dues ; 
the  bank  is  bomid  to  take  them  on  deport, 
and  to  give  cash  for  them  when  demanded,  or 
drafts  on  any  part  of  tbe  Union.  This  oblka- 
tion  to  receive  the  bilb  of  its  branchy  ini£s- 
criminately,  and  to  (^ve  cash  or  drafti  in  ex- 
change for  them,  gives  to  those  bills  almost  as 
uniform  a  value  as  if  they  were  generally  receiv- 
able. It  renders  tbe  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  almost  perfectly  uniform  throogh- 
ont  the  Union — certainly  more  uniform  than 
specie  itself  could  be  in  so  extensive  a  oonntry. 

The  next  charge  is  in  these  words :  "  Hakinf 
difference  between  members  of  OoDpress  and 
the  citizens  generally,  both  in  granting  Toans,  and 
in  selling  bills  of  exchange." 

I  am  whoUy  ignorant  (tf  the  natore  and  ratent 
of  the  facta  alluded  to. 

[Here  Mr.  Clattox  explained — bnt  not  a 
word  reached  the  reporter^  desk.] 

kCr.  HoDimris  resumed.  I  believe  it  has 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  bank,  from  its 
foundation,  to  accommodate  members  of  Gon- 
gress  as  to  their  pay.  It  gives  us  gold  or  silver 
when  we  wish  it,  or  drafts  on  distant  places ; 
and  I  confess,  sir,  that  I,  for  one,  should  be 
grievously  distressed,  on  my  own  acoonot  as 
well  as  on  that  of  my  fellow-members,  should 
the  gentieman  succeed  in  deterring  the  bank 
from  granting  us  these  little  acoommodations. 

Next  comes  "the  undue  accnmulatitm  of 
proxies  in  the  hands  itf  a  few  to  control  tbe 
election  for  directors." 

The  bank  has  no  control  whatever  over  thli^ 
nor  has  any  abuse  been  practised. 

Then  we  have  the  following  speolflotttion : 
"  A  strong  suspicion  of  secret  understanding 
between  the  bank  and  brokers  to  Job  In  stocb^ 
contrary  to  the  charter.  For  example,  to  buy 
up  the  three  per  cent,  stock  at  this  day,  and 
force  tbe  Government  to  pay  at  par  for  that 
stock ;  and  whether  the  Government  deporits 
may  not  be  used  to  enhanoe  its  own  debts." 

Sir,  I  otrnfeM  that  the  language  of  Ibis  count 
in  the  gentleman's  indictment  did  not  a  little 
sn^trbe  me.    That  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
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States,  a  bank  holding  ita  privileites  bf  a  cbar- 
t«r  from  tbe  Congress  of  the  tlaited  States, 
should  he  fonnallj  arraigned  b;  a  member  of 
that  Oongress  on  a  pnhUo  charge  that  there  is 
"a  strong  snBpioioa  of  a  secret  Dnderataading 
of  that  bank  with  hrobera  for  jobbing  I !  "  la 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  aware  of  theprob- 
able  oonseqnences  of  what  be  is  doing  ?  Has  he 
not  received  some  adnaonitioni  on  the  aabject 
of  jietding  his  ear  too  oreduloualf  to  those 
fnroicions  which  are  whiaperod  by  anonymous 
and  irresponsible  informers  t  This,  sir,  is  one 
ftf  the  gravest  charges  on  the  whole  catalogue. 
It  involves  not  indeed  a  violation  of  the  charter, 
hot  it  contains  a  ohajge  of  moral  turpitude 
ntterly  disgraceful  to  any  public  inatitntion. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  charge.  It  is  a  nni- 
Tersal  principle,  that  even  the  criminal  at  the 
bar  of  pablio  jusdoe  shall  not  only  by  the 
humanity,  bat  by  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  be 
preanmed  innocent  ontil  hie  guilt  shall  be  eatab- 
Ushed  by  proof.  Yet  here  are  we  called  to  go 
a  tilting  against  fabricated  phantoms  of  gnilt 
and  corruption,  which  on  the  very  &ce  of  the 
indictment  rest  on  mere  snspicion.  Sir,  what 
most  be  the  effect  of  this  investigation  t  The 
gentleman  &om  G^rgia  most  surely  be  aware 
of  the  delicate  nature  of  the  public  oredit  of  all 
kinds :  above  all,  of  bank  credit.  A  whisper 
may  blast  it.  It  is  like  female  repntatiou ;  you 
have  only  to  make  the  charge,  and  yon  have 
already,  and  perhaps  irreparably,  done  the  in- 
jury. 

Sospioion,  therefore,  is  no  adeqnate  gronnd 
for  instituting  guoh  an  inquiry  as  this.  Facts, 
well  aatlienticated,  and  positively  vouohed  by 
responsible  persons,  are  the  only  sufficient 
groands  of  such  a  proceeding.  Yet  here  is  one 
of  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest,  and  who 
ongbt  also  to  be  a  guardian  of  that  institution, 
biinging  forward  a  grave  and  damning  imputa- 
tion against  its  character,  without  even  the  pre- 
tence of  proof.  I  shall  feel  myself  bonnd  to 
vote  down  any  such  attempt.  Sir,  what  is  it  ? 
It  is  not  even  a  ghost  1  Not  a  shadow  I  "  A 
mere  bodiless  creation  I "  It  is  nothing  bnt 
what  may  be  imputed  to  the  purest  of  men  as 
readily  as  to  the  purest  of  public  institutions. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  some  such  dark  insinu- 
ation has  been  poured  into  the  gentleman's  ear. 
I  know  him  loo  well  to  suppose  that  he  would 
otherwise  bring  forward  sach  a  charge.  Bnt, 
having  broMht  it  forward  on  this  floor,  I  tmst, 
before  the  House  rises,  he  will  state  the  name 
of  the  anthor,  and  by  whom  he  proposes  to 
f  rove  it.  It  is  a  very  grave  charge,  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  go  off  withont  asauroing  a  more 
tangible  shape. 

Another  charge  is,  "  snbudies  and  loans, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  printers,  editors,  and 
lawyers,  for  purposes  other  than  the  regular 
bnsinees  of  tne  bank,"  This,  sir,  is  a  charge 
which  turns  npon  facts.  I  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  them,  as  no  disclosure  has  been  made  on  the 
subject.  I  think  the  genlJemui  from  Georgia  is 
bound  to  show  some  proof  to  sustain  them: 


bat,  in  the  absenoe  of  proof  to  snbetantirie  ^  I 
charge,  I  may  take  tt  for  granted  the  baak^ 
sued  the  same  course  in  making  their  loaual 
disoonnts  to  the  lawyers,  editors,  and  priE«\  | 
as  they  pursued  in  regard  to  every  olhir  Am  \ 
If  the  bank  bad  done  othenrise — if  it  hid  |n' 
scribed  these  classes  of  citizens,  it  wtadd  M  ' 
have  discharged  its  duty.  I  can  weD  iiDip> 
that  printers  and  editors,  in  certain  tm^ 
which  might  be  stated,  would  not  be  pvfo' 
subjects  for  public  patronage  \  that  obJEcte 
might  be  urged  to  the  practice  €ft  arpriiw^ 
them  to  office,  wh«ra  the  natural  oooioy— 
would  be  to  impair  the  perfect  freedoa  tt  lbs 
press,  and  make  it  subsu^ent  to  the  «3  d 
those  having  patronage  to  bestow. 

Such  obJecaoDS  have  been  nr^ed  agaimt  da 
last  as  well  as  the  present  Adniiniatrati«;  M  : 
this  olgectioD  was  founded  altogether  on  fiitt- 
eal  grounds.  But  I  have  never  jet  beard  I  i 
maintained  that  a  printer  or  editor  vraa,  kr  nf  | 
principle  in  law  or  morality,  to  be  held  at 
deemed  so  destitute  of  credit  as  to  be  jiiiil^ 
Irom  obtaining  aloan  troia  a  bank,  irthatti  ' 
such  a  principle  in  either  the  oMBmertul  ■  . 

KMcal  code  of  the  oonntry,  I  am  eDtiidy  tf  i  > 
IS  for  the  grounds  of  it.  Along  witb  di  . 
editorial  corps,  the  lawyers,  too,  come  wida 
the  scope  of  ute  gentleman  a  proscriptioa.  I  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  npon  what  posdb 
gronnds  they  can  be  preclnded  from  onjo^ 
ue  facilities  of  bank  niBooiintB.  Are  thfr  i!* 
entitled  to  have  tiie  same  privilegos  aa  ote 
men  ?  Are  we  to  recconize  difFerent  ordefi  i> 
the  oonntry  t  Shall  the  Bank  of  the  Ui^ 
States  be  constitot«d  into  a  sort  of  moral  hifif 
agus,  with  authority  to  place  whole  dassv  d 
the  community  under  the  ban  f  On  this  ^ 
jeot  I  may  poe^bly  have  some  oprit  4%  turjt, 
having  once  been  a  member  or  the  pnrfesm 
of  law ;  but  in  the  Btat«  of  things  whidi  lb 
gentleman  seems  to  desire,  I  should  renri 
myself  fortunate  in  having  abandoned  it.  Stf 
the  whole  foondation  for  this  charae^  I  v9  j 
venture  to  say,  «hen  investigated,  wilTtnnio^ 
although  thus  gravely  urged  ag^nst  the  Bid 
of  the  United  Stat«^  to  be  nothing  more  iha  j 
that  it  had  the  audacity  to  «nploy  some  emoMtf  ' 
lawyer,  who  gave  an  opinion  In  favor  of  tin 
legality  of  those  checks,  the  issue  of  whidi  ^ 
the  bank  the  gentleman  &om  Georgia  so  moA 
deprecates.  And  althongh  that  opinion  la^ 
not  be  gratifying  to  that  gentleman ;  and  tbcnpk 
he  ntay  not  ^prove  of  the  bank  employing  iu 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  getting  such  an  oiMBioE, 
the  stockholders,  who  are  the  only  peneM 
interested  in  this  matter,  will  no  donbt  say  i!a 
money  for  that  purpose  was  well  laid  out  ne 
bank  directors  acted  properly  in  getting  ■  pro- 
fessional opinion,  to  put  a  etoii  to  the  chiim 
which  was  bruited  throughout  me  country,  'HM 
they  were  making  issues  of  sporious  pepa,  ^ 
which  the  bank  wis  not  responsible. 

The  next  chaise  is,  "  that  the  bank  n»lti 
distinction  in  selliDg  bills  of  exchange."  Hi 
is  unfonnded. 
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The  eiffhth  charge  ia,  that  the  bank  has  tued 
indoe  and  impropw  "  practicee  to  indace  the 
ooal  banks  to  petition  Congress  for  a  renewal 
tf  Its  charter,  and  thoa  Impose  apon  Oongrees 
)j'  false  damor,"  Kow,  mf,  this  is,  in  its  very 
lature,  and  upon  its  very  face,  a  charge  founded 
lot  apon  endenoe,  bat  snrmise  and  oonjeotore, 
ind  I  therefore  paaa  it  over  as  meriting  no 
wtoos  attention,  owing  to  its  vagneness. 

The  gentleman  next  propoeea  "  that  an  in- 
[niry  uionld  be  inatitated  as  to  the  actual 
DAnagement  of  the  bank,  whether  safelr  and 
imdently  condncted."  This  contains  no  charge, 
lud  reqnires  no  special  notice,  Kor  can  I  per- 
teive  on  what  gronnd  it  is  proposed  that  an 


noreased  its  debts  and  diminished  its 
my  within  the  last  year.  How  mnch  it  has  in* 
[reAsed  its  credits  and  multiplied  ita  debtors, 
ince  the  Prendent's  Message  in  1829,  without 
tbilitj  to  take  op  the  notes  it  has  issued,  and 
taiy  its  deposits.  With  r^ard  to  this,  there 
B  nothing  in  it.  Tlie  particulars  soo^ht  for 
ire  follj  and  satisfactorily  disclosed  in  the 
Dontiily  Bcoonnts  rendered  to  the  Treasury, 
md  the  annual  accoants  rendered  to  the  stock- 
loldera.  A  reference  to  these  acooonts  will 
latisfy  the  gentleman,  without  further  tronble, 
bai  ihe  affairs  of  the  bank  have  been  pmdently 
mndaoted,  and  that  it  is  not  only  able  to  pay 
ta  debts,  bat  has  fulfilled  all  ite  obligations, 
md  performed  all  its  duties,  in  a  manner  that 
AoDid  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people  and 
«  the  Qovemment  as  well  as  to  the  stook- 
lolders. 

The  next  allegaUon  of  the  ^tleman  is  '*  that 
h»  bank  has  made  excessive  issuea,  all  on 


tbaoxioDS  to  oensure  in  tliis  respect,  there  is  no 
Mnk  in  the  whole  Union  that  can  escape  con- 
lemnation.  For  I  may  venture  to  assert  that 
;here  is  not  one  which  is  not  anthorized,  by  the 
lerniH  of  its  charter,  and  which  does  not,  in 
Mint  of  &ot,  iasae  a  larger  amoant  of  bills. 
KMwrding  to  its  actual  capital,  its  deposits,  and 
ihe  spaie  in  its  vaults,  tlian  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  I  say  it  boldly,  that  there  is 
lO  bank  in  the  ooantry,  and  never  has  been, 
rhich  has  conducted  its  issnes  with  more  per- 
'ect  safety  to  all  the  interests  involved.  Let 
lie  available  means  of  the  bank  be  considered 
br  a  moment,  and  this  charge  will  utterly 
ranish.  These  means  amount  to  upwards  of 
lixty  millions ;  of  which  a  sum  anfflcient  to  pay 
lU  the  notes  in  cironlation  could  be  converted 
nto  specie  on  the  sborteet  notice.  It  would 
tot  be  hazarding  mnch  to  sa^  that  if  a  nm  was 
Dade  npon  the  Sauk  for  specie,  it  could  redeem 
dl  its  notes  in  circulation  in  the  short  space  of 
lixty  days;  a  fact  which  certainly  cannot  be 
>redicated  of  any  other  bank. 

The  honorable  member  from  Georpa  seems 
o  dissent  from  this,  however,  because  the 
fpecie  in  its  vaults  amoonla  to  only  seven  or 
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eight  milliouB.  Why,  sir,  does  it  not  occur  to 
that  gentleman,  that  the  available  reeooroee  of 
a  bank  are  not  alone  the  specie  in  its  vaolta, 
bat  tiut  it  baa  other  funds  equally  as  avdlable 
as  specie  t  The  notes  of  State  banks  converti- 
ble mto  specie,  and  the  funded  debt  owned  by 
the  bank,  may  be  fairly  estimated  as  cash,  in 
the  operations  of  the  bank.  In  addition  to 
these,  the  diBoonnbed  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
which  the  t>aiik  holds,  to  the  amount  of  some 
sixty  millions,  puts  it  in  its  power,  at  oU  times, 
to  call  in  to  the  amoant  of  five  or  ten  millions 
more,  to  meet  any  extraordinary  demand  for 
specie. 

So  much,  w,  for  the  prosperity  of  the  bank 
and  its  resources ;  and  I  leave  it  to  this  House 
to  decide  "  whether  it  be  real  or  delo^ve." 

The  next  inquiry  wliioh  the  gentleman  fhiin 
Geor^a  proposes  to  make  by  toe  agency  of  a 
Select  Oommittee,  relataa  to  "  the  amoant  of 
goid  and  silver  coin  and  bnllion  sent  fh>m 
Southern  and  Western  branches  to  the  parent 
bank  since  its  establishment  in  1817."  The 
amount,  says  the  specification  "  is  supposed 
to  be  fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  and,  with  bank 
interest  on  bank  debts,  constitntos  a  system  of 
the  most  intolerable  oppression  of  die  South 
and  West.  The  gold  and  silver  of  the  South 
and  West  have  been  drawn  to  the  mother  bulk, 
mostly  by  the  agency  of  that  unlawful  currency 
created  by  the  branch  bank  ordera."  I  would 
remark,  sir,  that  the  transflar  (^  specie,  like  that 
of  any  other  article,  is  regnlat*d  by  tiie  oonrse 
of  commercial  exchange,  and  the  demands  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  Union.  To  oomplun 
that  this  transfer  is  performed  by  the  buiL 
almost  free  of  all  chaige,  is  to  complain  of 
one  of  its  most  salutary  and  beneficial  opera- 
tions. Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia 
that  he  has  entirely  mistaken  the  cause  of  these 
opprcs^ve  drafrs  for  specie  upon  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  He  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  singularly  unfortunate  in  ascribing  these 
oppressive  dnuts  for  specie  to  the  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  by  the  Soathem  and  Western 
branches  oa  the  mother  bank.  In  no  req>ect 
has  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rendered 
more  essential  service  to  the  country,  and 
granted  greater  commercial  &ci!itiee  to  the 
people,  than  in  the  very  matter  which  is  here 
brought  up  in  judgment  agiunst  it  The  gentie- 
man  has  mistaken  the  hand  that  mitigates  the 
burden  for  the  hand  that  imposes  it.  A  bare 
reference  to  the  course  of  Uvde  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  Union  will  verify  what  I 
have  said.  For  example,  the  Western  brmer 
sends  his  live  stock  to  Charleston  or  Savannah, 
and  sells  it  for  money.  As  these  cities  are  not 
the  markets  in  which  he  can  moat  advanta- 
geously make  his  purchases  of  goods,  he  would 
most  assuredly  i^mand  specie  for  the  local 
bank  notes  obtained  for  his  live  stock,  in  order 
to  make  hia  purchases  in  New  Tork  and  Phila- 
delphia, if  it  were  not  that  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank  fnniisb  drafts  or  checks  oa 
these  oiljea,  which  are,  for  all  the  pnrpoaet  df 
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ttie  ITwtMn  fftrmera,  better  than  specie.  With 
theM  drafte  the  We^m  merchants  pay  for  the 
tnerdiandiae  which  eoppllee  tlie  Western  mtkr- 
ke^  and  the  whole  circle  of  this  domestio  ooiii- 
meroe  is  completed  without  the  nse  of  a  dollar 
of  spede.  It  is  obvione,  therefore,  that  this 
rery  operation  of  the  bank,  upoa  which  the 
gentleman  charges  the  opprenion  of  the  Soath 
and  Weat,  is  that  which  tends  most  powerfnllj 
to  relieve  them  Itom  oppreasion. 

Bat  these  parts  of  the  XJoion  are  snbjeot  to 
T«ry  oppiemve  drafts,  I  admit  from  a  very 
different  sonroe,  however,  ftvm  the  Bank  of  the 
United  6t»Ue.  It  ia,  sir,  from  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  tliis  Oovemment,  tfoia  the  large 
amount  of  revenne  levied  and  collected  in  these 
parte  of  the  tfnion,  and  disbursed  in  other  parts 
of  it,  that  these  oppressive  drafts  proceed. 
And  if  the  gentleman  would  took  a  little  deeper 
into  the  matter,  he  would  find  that  here,  also, 
the  Bank  of  the  Dnited  States,  though  it  is 
nnavoidaUy  the  agent  of  the  Government  in 
making  these  drafts,  performs  the  dnty  in  soch 
a  way  as  to  diminiui  the  iqjiuy  inflict«d  to  a 
very  great  extent,  in  comparison  with  what  it 
woild  bo  if  the  wme  dntj  were  performed  by 
any  other  agent.  If  there  were  no  Back  Qf  the 
United  States,  and  the  Oovemment  deposits 
were  made  in  the  local  banks,  what  woold  be 
the  effect  of  levyinc  and  disbursing  the  public 
revenue  upon  the  Boathem  States!  If  it  be 
awnmed  that  three  millions  of  revenue  are  col- 
lected in  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  only 
8ve  hundred  thonsaiid  eipended  in  the  South, 
It  would  follow  that  two  million  five  hundred 
thonaand  would  remain  to  be  transferred,  prob- 
ably to  Norfolk  and  this  city,  for  disbursement. 
Id  this  state  of  things,  if  the  Govemment  made 
IM  depoeita  in  the  looal  hanW  and  these  were 
boond,  like  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 
^Me  these  fimds  wherever  the  wants  of  the 
Oovemment  might  require  them,  I  ask,  in  what 
manner  woold  they  be  able  to  moke  this  trans- 
fer) Thair  bills,  whatever  might  be  their 
credit  in  diaileston  and  Savannah,  would  not 
be  received  in  Norfolk  and  Washington.  Hav- 
ing no  branches  at  these  p]&ces,  they  could  not 
give  drafts  on  them.  Their  only  resouroe, 
therefore,  would  be  to  transport  the  ^»ecie,  or 
purchase  bills  of  exchange  at  a  very  hi^  ral^ 
certainly  much  beyond  the  rate  which  now 
exists  between  thnee  points  of  the  Union.  If 
the  notes  depodted  by  the  Oovemment  were  in 
other  hanks  than  those  in  which  the  deposits 
were  made,  the  specie  would  be  demanded  for 
(hem.  Then,  sir,  fnere  would  be  a  real  cry  of 
distress,  a  clamor  that  would  make  the  very 
welkin  ring.  The  oppresuon  in  this  cnse  would 
not  be  imaginary,  but  real ;  an  oppression  re- 
enlting  f^om  the  nnmitigated  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, levying  heavy  contributions  from  the 
people,  and  requiring  it  to  be  paid  in  a  medium 
whtch  could  not  be  obtuned. 

Sir,  it  ia  the  hidhesC  eulo^om  that  can  be 
pronounced  on  ttie  Bank  of  the  United  Stete& 
that  it  prov^es  the  Govenunent  with  a  souna 


currency,  of  perfectly  uniform  value,  ■  i 
places,  for  aU  its  fiscal  operaticKis ;  and  it  it 
same  time  enables  that  GovemmeDt  to  tdlta 
and  disburse  its  immense  revenaea  in  tk  Mi 
least  oppressive  to  the  community.  If  theioi 
ftmotioos  were  exclosivdy  devolved  ^Mb 
State  banks,  my  reputation  on  it,  the  Umim 
distresses  and  necessities  of  the  ooontrj  nril 
drive  those  banks  into  the  fatal  po&i^  rf  m 
pending  specie  payments  in  twcdve  moatla    , 

I  am  now  approachinc  the  idoae  irf  tint  kft 
list  of  spedfiations,  and  I  am  beaitily  ^a 
it;  fbrl  have  already  committed  kmndtkafv 
trespass  on  the  attention  of  the  House  tbc  I 
intended. 

The  fourteenth  charge  i^"  the  celiUial—* 
of  agencies,  in  different  St^ee,  under  the  bt- 
tion  and  management  of  one  perstm  orit.a 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  to  transact  cda 
business  properly  belonging  to  branch  tei^ 
contrary  to  the  (barter." 

I  am  wholly  iterant,  rir,  of  any  morisa 
in  the  charter  which  forbids  the  e^abUtfoirt 
of  snch  an  agency,  and  I  am  eqnaDj  ipn^ 
of  the  fact  that  any  such  agency  baa  beea  ttA 
Ushed.  I  can  v^  weD  imagine  hi>weitr,ii 
circumstances  miKht  render  it  inexpeAoi  H 
establish  a  branch  of  the  bank  where  Ik* 
tereets  of  the  public  would  be  greatly  tntwod 
by  such  on  agency  as  the  sentleman  to  ^^ 
nonnoed  as  a  violation  of  U)e  oharter.  It  * 
quite  a  new  Idea  to  me,  nr,  that  the  ^na 
authority  given  to  the  bank  to  deal  in  Ws  d 
exchange  should  be  constmctively  Einitcdn 
such  dealing  as  is  effected  by  the  agmcj  if  i 
branch  bank. 

I  come  now  to  the  fifteenth  and  last  wdt 
cation :  "  Giving  authority  to  St«te  htnkt  k 
discount  their  bUls  without  aothority  froai  &t 
TreasuiT." 

I  confess,  rir,  I  am  at  some  loaa  to  ondcnti:^ 
what  it  is  that  the  gentleman  means  to  coudon 
in  this  last  count  of  his  indictment  Doa  U 
retilj  suppose  that  the  Statb  banks  woiJd  3* 
be  anthor^ed  to  discount  the  bills  of  the  raitd 
States  Bank,  without  special  aathorily  (ha 
that  bank  to  do  lo !  or  that  any  anthorilT  d 
that  kind  oould  ^ve  them  a  greater  t^l,  * 
that  respect,  than  they  have  without  ^ 
authority  !  The  honorable  member  might  a 
well  moke  it  a  charge  agi^nst  me,  thil  i> 
making  a  note  I  promised  to  pay  the  m 
stipulated  to  the  beorerj  and  thereby  anthoriKJ 
the  pa;ee  to  negotiate  it  to  whom  he  pk*^ 
All  bank  notes  are  payable  to  the  bearer,  ai 
every  bank  msy  lawfiJly  discount  the  bilt  i^ 
every  other  bank.  Upon  the  whole,  ht,  if ' 
understand  this  charge,  it  is  one  of  the  mi« 
extraordinary  and  fanciftd  charges  that  w  ^ 
concdved ;  bat  I  must  admit  that  it  i«  in  po- 
fect  keeping  with  the  general  tenor  of  the  vttlt 
accusation.  It  is  fit  and  ^>propriat«,  sit,  Ad 
an  indictment  which  eommenoes  with  tbepi** 
and  solemn  chai^  of  stamping  and  paiiitiii|A* 
paper  on  which  its  checks  are  written,  tat  JS- 
mitting  the  people  te  nee  them  in  the  itet ' 
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>ftnk  bills,  shoold  oonolnde  with  the  eqnallj 
(TftTe  and  solemn  chiirge  of  permiltiag  the  State 
>ankfi  tA  digooQDt  tha  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Jnited  States,  without  the  anthorily  of  the 
lacnXarj  of  the  Treasury  I 

And  now,  sir,  having  ^De  through  the  long 
ist  of  tbe  giigsested  violatioDS  of  the  charter  of 
die  bank,  aaa  of  other  alleged  abosea  deemed 
irorthy  of  inqaiiy  by  the  gentleman  from 
3«or^a,  I  most  be  permitted  to  aay  that  the 
>ank  has  great  caaae  \o  rejoioe  that  no  graver 
shargea  can  be  brought  against  it.  For,  air, 
rith  the  eioeption  of  the  crime  of  being  sas- 
MCted  of  B  secret  nndentaodlng  with  brokers 
io  cheat  the  QovenuiieDt,  and  one  or  two 
ktndred  charges,  restdus  on  the  same  shadowy 
bnndatioTi,  we  have  heard  nothing  but  the 
ttale  and  hackneyed  and  exploded  impntatjons 
Ihat  have  been  already  reiterated  a  handred 
dmea  against  the  bank,  and  aa  many  timee 
reftated.  I  think  it  must  be  a{>imTent  that  thia 
nstitatioD  has  flilly  performed  the  great  duty 
>f  Bopplying  and  preserving  a  sonna  and  nni- 
bnn  correDcy,  and  all  its  other  obligation^ 
twth  to  the  Govemment  and  to  the  country. 

I  will  eSy  a  word  or  two  aa  to  the  course 
irhioh  I  think  wisdom,  and  prudence,  and  Jns- 
liee,  ooncnr  in  recommending  thia  House  to 
aumie  in  relation  to  the  resolution  submitted 
>y  the  sentlemai)  from  Georgia.  T  have  already 
idvert^  to  the  delicA  niktnre  oC  bank  credit, 
tod  the  ooDBeqaent  effect  of  instituting  the  pro- 
>osed  prooeeuiw,  on  the  extensive  interests 
nvolved  in  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States.  A 
mj^B  portion  of  the  atock  of  this  Institution 
jelongs  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan ;  in  many 
nstancei,  perhaps,  their  sole  support  and  in- 
heritance. Aa  the  gnsrdituis  of  these  interests, 
iharefore,  we  are  called  upon  to  protect  the  insti- 
to^DO  in  whose  destiny  they  most  be  Involved 
af^inst  every  charge  which  may  be  preferred 
upon  mere  saspieion,  at  the  same  time  that  we 
are  nsder  tbe  highe^  obligations  to  the  public 
to  prosecute  every  charge  which  may  be  brought 
forward  upon  sufBclent  authority.  Host  of  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  gentlemen  from  Oeor- 

fia  are  of  a  nature  to  preclude  the  idea  of  a 
elect  Committee  of  investigation,  admitting 
them  to  be  well  founded  in  fact — the  legality  or 


reftasal  to  receive  the  notes  of  all  the  branches 
indiscriminately  :  these  and  most  of  the  otiier 
shorgea  turn  upon  facts  which  are  not  contro- 
rert»d  by  either  party.  The  questions  they 
present,  Uierefore,  are  questions  of  law  and  of 

Gaeral  policy,  which  this  House  is  better  qoali- 
d  la  decide  than  any  committee. 
I  am,  therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
ippointment  of  this  inquisitorial  commission, 
IBtil  some  facts  are  brought  forward,  sufficient, 
kt  least,  to  raise  a  presumption  against  the 
bask.  After  bearing  the  further  explanations 
ivhiob  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  may  desire 
to  make,  I  trust,  therefor^  if  he  adduces  no 
mora  sabstoatial  grounds  of  accusation  Utan  we 


will  arreflt  the 
whole  proceeding. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  geatlemaa  regards 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  great 
national  curse,  and  I  can,  therefore,  very  well 
conceive  that  his  mind  will  give  credeuoe  to 
much  slighter  evidence  agaiust  the  bank  than 
would  satisfy  a  mind  differentiy  prepossessed, 
or  having  no  prepossessions  of  any  kind.  I  am 
convinced  of  the  perfect  sinoerity  in  which 
these  charges  have  been  preferred  agfunst  the 
bank,  and  that  tbe  gentleman  ftvm  Geori^a  has 
not  brought  them  forward  at  this  particular 
time,  with  a  view  to  accomplish,  indirectiy,  any 
object  which  he  does  not  avow.  But,  air,  I 
cannot  be  blind  to  the  fact,  that  if  this  resolu- 
tion should  be  adopted  by  the  House,  and  a 
Select  Oommittee  should  be  sent  off  to  Phila- 
delphia to  investigate  these  vague  and  indeSnite 
charges,  there  is  a  strong  probability  that  the 
important  qneation  of  renewing  the  charter  of 
the  bonk  will  not  be  decided  during  the  pre«eni 
session.  When  the  bank  presented  the  memo- 
rial ashing  for  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  the 
proper  occasion  was  presented  for  instituting 
this  inquiry.  If  this  course  had  been  then  pro- 
posed, and  any  reasonable  grounds  had  been 
presented,  I  should  have  cheerfully  voted  for  a 
Select  Committee.  But  as  the  probable  effect 
of  instituting  this  proceeding  now,  will  be  to 
postpone  a  great  and  important  measure,  which 
the  pubiio  requires  to  be  speedily  decided,  I 
cannot  dve  my  assent  to  it,  until  a  sufficient 
show  of  eridence  shall  be  produced  to  make 
out  a  probable  cause  for  the  prosecution,  and  to 
countervail  the  presumption  of  innocence,  which 
is  rwsed  by  the  generu  character  of  the  direo- 
tors  of  tiiebaok,  for  integrity,  fideUty,  and 
ability. 

In  conclusion,  ^r,  I  will  re^raat  the  dedari* 
tion  I  have  already  made,  that  if  the  honorable 
member  from  Georgia  will  state,  upon  his 
responubility  as  a  meml>er  of  this  House,  that 
there  is  any  respectable  man  who  has  assured 
him  that  be  will  prove  against  the  bank  tiie 
alleged  charges  of  corrupt  dealing  with  brokers 
or  any  other  description  of  persons,  I  will  give 
my  vote  for  creating  this  special  commission, 
he  the  cost  and  be  the  consequences  what  they 
may.  Bnt,  in  the  fwlure  of  the  gentleman  to 
give  this  assurance,  I  shall  feel  constrained  by 
every  consideration  to  give  n^  vote  agunst  it. 


BB  it  now  wanted  but  five  minutes  of  four 
o'clock,  at  which  bour  the  House  had  on  Friday 
agreed  to  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock,  then 
to  take  up  the  Post  Office  bill,  he  moved  an 
adjournment.  The  motion  prevuled,  and  the 
Uonse  a^ourned  to  seven  o'clock  P.  H. 

The  House  resumed  ita  sessioii  at  seven 
o'clock,  and  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  establishing  certain  post  rontM^  and 
discontinuing  others. 
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FuDAT,  February  38. 

Ami  qf  tii*  UnUed  Stata— Inquiry/  into  iU 

Condiuet, 

The  HoQM  reaiimed  the  congideration  of  tb« 
foUoTinK  rerclntion,  offered  bj  Ur.  Cuttoei, 
ofG«or^: 

lUnhtd,  Th«t  •  Select  Committee  be  appoEnted 
to  eiunloe  iuto  the  tSiin  of  the  Bank  of  the 
tJaited  Btateo,  irlth  pover  to  send  for  persoei  and 
papen,  and  to  report  the  reinlt  of  tbeir  iaqniriee  to 
thitHouae. 

Mr,  Pattoh,  of  Virginia,  roee,  and  said,  -when 
be  obtained  the  floor  jaaterdaj,  he  wished  to 
present  U>  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  few 
reaeone  which  satisfied  his  mind  that  they 
'  onght  to  adopt  the  reaolntioa  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Wliat  ia  tt!  It  asks  that  an  inquiry  may  be 
inatitDted  into  the  oonditioa  of  a  large  moneyed 
oorporadon,  havLng  vast  inflnenca  npon  the 
oorrenoy  and  commerce  of  the  nation,  mvested 
with  TaA  powers  which  it  has  been  clothed 
with  for  twenty  years,  and  those  powers  carry- 
ing with  tbem  eiolnsive  and  valuable  privil^es 
during  the  same  period  of  time.  We  are  cslled 
on  by  this  corporation  t«  continue  these  powers, 
to  renew  tbeae  priTileges,  and  to  allow  it  to 
enjoy  these  proSts,  for  another  period  of  twenty 

Stars.  A  member  rises  in  his  place,  in  this 
oas«,  and  presents  a  long  liat  of  cliarges,  grave 
ohargen,  and  serioosly  atreating  the  integrity 
and  oddity  with  which  the  powers  heretofore 
conferred  have  been  exercised ;  declares  that 
he  verily  believee  these  charges  or  many  of 
them  can  be  sustained  by  proo(  if  yoa  will 
ftmiish  the  means  of  mailing  the  investigation. 

It  la  not  wonderfU  that  an  application  so 
reasonable  as  this  ahonld  he  resisted  by  the 
fijenda  of  the  inBtitntion,  Bopposing  the  charges 
to  be  anstained,  the  facta  to  be  proved ;  It 
wodld  appear  that  the  institution  had  exceeded 
ita  chartered  limits,  had  abased  its  powers,  bad 
employed  ita  funds  in  bribery,  had  committed  a 
fraud  upon  ita  charter  for  the  purpose  of 
doiag  indirectly  that  which  the  authority  to  do 
when  asked  from  Congress  was  refused,  and 
that  it  had  been  guilty  of  usury.  And  yet,  in 
the  face  of  sach  grave  charges  as  these,  we  are 
called  on  hastily  and  blindly  to  re-create  this 
corporation.  Not  to  do  an  act  of  ordinary 
legislation  wluch  could  bo  repealed  nest  year, 
if  It  was  found  that  it  had  been  unwisely  en- 
acted ;  but  to  make  a  law  which  divests  ns  of 
the  power  of  simitar  legislation  for  twenty 
years.  Pass  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  without  inqnicTj  and  it  cannot  be  re- 
called— "  fiolat  irrewealnlt  vm-bum" — no  matter 
how  clearly  the  proofs  of  nanrpation,  abuse,  and 
corruption  may  then  appear.  And  yet  yon 
cannot  allow  the  inquiry.    And  why  not! 

The  first  objection  seems  to  be  that  the 
charges  are  not  soffioiently  minute  \  not  accom- 
panied with  detailed  specifications  of  time, 
place,  and  mauaer.    This  objection  seems  to  be 


dictmeut  against  the  bank, 
from  Oeorsia  called  his  chafes;  an  t^p^A 
which,  pertiaps,  was  not  exactly  apyimi» 
I  would  call  it  a  preaentmMit,  and  the  OiipM 
of  the  United  State*  the  Krand  jniy,  i1h 
doty  it  is  to  investigate  the  charges,  to  btv  A 
proofe,  to  examine  the  witneaaea.  Bttm 
tuld  by  the  gentleman  ffook  Sontii  Cada 
(Ur.  UoDirniB)  that  these  chaises  an  m» 
panied  by  no  )^oof.  Why,  the  voy  e^jati 
the  reeolntlon  is  to  procure  the  prooL  U  « 
had  the  proof,  tlie  mqniry  would  be  idc^ 
unnecessary ;  and  yet  we  are  told  we  i^  u 
have  the  investdgation,  because  we  do  ok  p- 
dnoe  that  which  it  ia  the  very  purpose  rfaw 
tigation  to  procure,  and  whioH,  man  the  ^ 
nature  of  the  sabject,  cannot  b«  {voeoRilla 
in  the  mode  indicated  by  the 
this  is  mockery. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  upon 
amination  of  all  the  items  of  ooi  , 
the  bank,  but  to  examine  one  or  tiro  tt  bai; 
and  if  it  shall  appear,  in  relation  to  flm,  da 
the  bank  has  apparently  violated  its  cisR 
and  abnsed  its  power,  it  onrlit  to  be  acdool 

show  that  we  want  no  ower  evidliDeeAli 
f^irther  and  ftallar  inveatigation  ought  m  i> 
made.  We  shdl  want  no  wibteaa,  no  roedB^ 
if  one  instance  of  flagrant  abuse  can  kadi 
out,  I  would  act  upon  the  principle  " » w 
di»e4  ommt,"  so  Ght  as  ttVvote  for  the  ii^' 
For  this  purpose,  in  the  first  place,  I  lA  lb 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  practice  d  i* 
bank,'  for  several  years  past,  in  isniog  (itth 
or  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  brsMKi  • 
the  mother  bank ;   bills  of  exdtange,  is  tlf 


are  denominated  by  thoee  who  Jmti^  '^f"^ 
tice  here;  banknotes,  as  the  bankitadfcbt 
nates  them. 


What,  asked  Mr.  P.,  is  the  histc»y  d  di 
praotioe  %  The  charter  Ibrbida  the  bank  bm 
UGuing  any  bank  bills  or  notes,  which  netf 
signed  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  aad  v» 
t^rigned  by  the  cashier.  I  have  heard  it  MJ 
that,  when  the  qaesdon  of  creatini  the  Itot 
was  under  consideration,  in  181T,  tBe  inij«» 
bility  of  theee  two  officers  ugning  is  nor 
notes  of  the  sm^er  denominatitHiB  as  mU^  ^ 
thought  convenient  or  useful  for  the  bsai,  n 
anticipated.  Tet  the  authority  to  Mgn  vM 
for  circnlation  was  restricted,  as  befote  tbiA 
as  intended  that  the  bank  shonld  not  la" 
ita  power  to  supply  the  whole  ait^i^ 
and  to  drive  the  notes  of  the  State  banki  «i 
of  oirculaticm.  It  was  created  fbr  niiioaii 
purposes,  and  to  subserve  great  and  gtw^ 
mterests ;  dedgned  to  preserve  the  State  laib 
in  a  condition  of  healt&M  vigor,  not  b>  dcstr^ 
them.  Whether  I  am  correctly  iaforeirf  * 
not,  (and  I  do  not  vouch  for  iL)  as  to  tUt  br- 
ing been  considered  when  Uie  charu*  « 
granted,  it  Is  certun  that  the  bank,  in  tBH'" 
lesi,  felt  itself  trammelled  by  the  reMiic^ 
and,  in  each  of  those  years,  the  bank  P'*''*^ 
its  memorial  to  Congreaa,  cwnplainin;  <i  ^ 


b  the  nature  of  a  special  demnrrer  to  the  in-  |  Umitataon  upon  Ita  power 


cwnplainilij 
to  tsBoe  n 
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«ked  to  be  allowed  to  qipoint  an  agent  aod  & 
egiater,  with  antbaritj  and  for  the  pnrpoM  of 
igniDg  and  oonnternKoing  notea,  in  the  sanie 
oanner  aa  the  prement  and  caabier  were 
intliorized.  The  memorial  in  the  Hoiue  of 
itepresentatives  was  retered  to  a  Select  Oom- 
oittee,  oompoaed  of  the  fHenda  of  the  bank,  (or 
It  least  a  mqjorit^,)  and  a  bill  passed  die 
lenate,  giving  the  anthori^  which  was  asked, 
ind  bIbd  referred  to  the  eame  committee.  Nei- 
faer  the  memorial  northe  bill  were  r^orted  upon 
ly  the  oommittea.  Soma  two  or  three  jeare 
iftM'wanla,  if  I  am  ooffeotlr  informed  in  1836, 
lie  Innk,  finding  it  conld  not  procure  the 
mthotitv  which  it  aeked  from  Oongreee  to  do 
t  diresuf,  aet  ^Kntt  contriving  aome  wars  and 
neana  to  do  the  same  thing  iudlrectl; ;  and 
hej  aocompliahed  it  b;  adopting  these  things 
irhich  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  oalla 
lills  of  exchange.  Now,  it  in  Oae  they  are, 
whea  first  isaneo.  bills  oi  exchange,  or  checks 
ipon  the  mother  bank,  in  form,  but  not  in  tab- 
itanoa.  In  terma  th«f  are  so,  but  not  in  realttj. 
rhej"  have  Ute  outward  show  and  appearance 
jS  the  ordinarj  tMok  notea.  The;  issue  from 
■ho  brtneh  hanks  in  the  aame  war,  '^^  ^°^  *^^ 
lune  pnrpoaea,  as  bank  notea ;  they  are  not 
reatea  by  thoae  who  roceive  them,  nor  dedgned 
^T  thoae  who  israe  them  to  be  b«ated  aa  bills 
>f  exchange.  The^  are  iMuod  and  reissued  pre- 
naelf  as  bank  notes.  What  are  the  incidents 
it  a  bill  of  ezchaoget  One  is,  that  it  mnst  I>e 
>reseDtod  in  a  reasiwable  time  for  payment,  if 
lo  time  of  payment  tw  expressed ;  and.  If  not 
said,  nasonable  notioe  most  be  dren,  that  is. 
i>j  the  next  mul,  in  order  to  fix  Uio  liability  of 
the  drawer  and  endorser.  A  Tennewee  fariaw, 
>r  Eentneky  hog  drover,  would  look  very 
{Deer,  it,  on  presenUag  one  of  these  bills  of 
itxcbange,  which  he  was  simple  enough  to  think 
looked  very  Uke  a  bank  note,  to  the  branch  at 
tfaahrille  or  Lexington,  he  were  to  be  told,  we 
sannirt  pay  this ;  this  ia  %b{ll  of  exchange ;  we 
have  not  promUed  to  pay  it ;  yon  mnst  go  on 
to  Philadelphia,  preaent  it  at  the  mother  bank ; 
if  it  ia  not  pdd,  give  ns  notice  by  the  next 
mail,  md  then  we  will  see  about  it.  Again, 
bills  of  exchange  are  intended  for  remittance, 
[lot  for  drcnh^on  as  correocy.  These  notes 
X  hills  are  intended  for  and  nsed  as  currency. 
Another  qnali^  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is, 
that,  when  it  has  been  once  paid  and  taken  in, 
it  bim  performed  ita  ftmction,  is  dead,  cannot 
Iw  revived.    These 


CI  eqnirocat " — 
kre  iMoed  to-day  in  payment  to  A  B,  received 
back  from  0  D  to-morrow,  and  rmssned  to  E  F 
the  next  day.  It  is  not  necesaary  to  introduce 
suthority  to  show  that  a  fraud  upon  the  statate 
ia  a  violfUion  of  it.  This  principle,  as  it  hap- 
Mna,  is  clearly  and  expressly  stated  by  the 
Snpreme  Oonrt  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 
M.  Owens,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  pres- 
antly  to  roTer  to  on  another  point  (tf  the  diacoa- 


[H.  or  B. 

eion.  nave  we  not  reason  to  believe,  na^,  ia  it 
not  proved,  that  the  charter  has  been  violated 
in  this  particalar  ?  Has  not  a  frand  open  the 
statate  oeen  comniittedt  Thefcbarteraoeanot 
give  authority  to  issue  notes  signed  by  any- 
body hut  the  president  and  c^ier  of  the 
mother  bank.  Conscious  of  this,  application  ia 
made  to  the  only  power  that  can  confer  ''  " 
is  refosed ;  ai  '  "  '  "  " 
directly  what 


□d  straightway  the  bank  does  in- 
ly what  it  is  forbidden  to  do  directly,  and 
bank  notea  in  the  disguise  of  bills  of  ex- 
change. The  facta  I  have  stated  as  to  the 
maimer  in  ^ hich  theae  bills  or  checks  are 
employed,  are  notorious.  But  I  have  in  my 
hand  express  proof^  in  a  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
nry,  written  in  answer  to  oert^  resoIaUona 
which  lately  passed  the  Benate  on  this  subject. 
In  answer  to  the  flrst  resolution,  calling  for  the 
amount  of  the  paper  cnrreooy  in  circnuition,  in 
the  form  of  orders  drawn  br  the  presidents  of 
the  branch  banks  on  the  casnier  oi  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  he  answers :  of  five  dollar 
drafts,  (1,091,000;  of  ten  dollar  drafts,  98,488,- 
000 ;  and  of  twenty  dollar  drafts,  $810,000. 
Total  in  circulation  now,  $5,026,000.  I  nnder- 
Btand  the  statement  which  accompanied  tMl 
letter,  and  which  I  have  not  seen,  shows  that 
about  $8,000,000  in  these  notes  have  been 
issued,  of  which  $3,000,000  are  in  the  vaults  of 
the  bank  ready  to  be  reissued  as  occasion  may 
require.  Another  fact  which  ^pears  frvm 
another  statement  which  aooompanied  the  letter 
is,  that  silver  coin  and  bullion,  attout  the  amount 
of  the  issue  of  these  notes,  was  drawn  from  the 
branch  banks  which  issued  them,  and  remitted 
to  the  parent  bank,  since  every  branch  bank 
began  to  issue  the  notes,  and  about  in  the  pro- 
portion that  they  were  issued.  This  ^oula  be 
very  natural  and  proper,  if  these  notea  were 
what  they  profess  to  be.  If  they  were  really 
and  bonajlde  bills  of  exchange,  or  checks  on  the 
mother  bant  it  would  be  all  fair  and  right  that 
the  specie  should  go  where  they  were  to  be 
paid.  But  how  is  the  fact!  In  answer  to 
another  resolution,  the  prewdent  of  the  bank 
says :  "  The  branch  drafts  being  in  practice 
sulistitntes  for  branch  notes,  are  considered  In 
all  respects  the  same,  like  branch  notes ;  those 
of  five  dollars  are  received  at  all  the  branches ; 
those  above  five  dollars  are  not  necessarily 
received."  And  in  answer  to  another  inquiry, 
viz;  "whether  there  is  any  instruction  from 
the  directory  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
commanding  the  drawers  of  those  orders  to  cash 
them  at  the  hranchea  where  drawn, "  he  answers 
tims;  "No  instruction  was  given,  none  such 
being  necessary.  The  authority  to  issue  branch 
drafts  instead  of  branch  notes  was  understood 
to  place  both  on  the  same  footing."  It  included, 
of  course,  the  obligation  to  pay  them  by  the 
branch  Issuing  them,  to  receive  them  at  all  the 
branches  for  sums  of  five  dollars,  and  to  receive 
them  for  any  sum  on  account  <^  the  Oorem- 
ment.  These  being  the  conditiona  whidi  attach 
to  all  the  isaaea  of  the  banL 
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Xhiu  it  is  Bdmittod  br 
bank  tbtt  tbese  billi  of 
■una  footing  with  brwioh 
Ipeota  tike  suae.  In  oQier  words,  that  tbej  are 
not  HvftUa  at  the  mother  bank,  becanse, 
Kooraing  to  the  "new  lights"  whicb  b&ve 
dioae  npon  the  bank  since  1S19,  the  mother 
bank  is  not  bound  to  paj  the  branch  iiot«« — 
not  payable  at  aaj  of  the  branches,  but  that  from 
wbioh  they  issue  respectivdy — payable  no- 
where, in  ^ort,  bnt  at  the  place  where,  aooord- 
faia  to  the  iaoe  of  the  note,  tbey  are  not  payable, 
•nd  where  there  is  oonsaqaently  no  oblisatiou 
to  pa^  them.  The  gentleman  *  from  South 
Oarobna  saya  tbey  are  payable  everywhere—it 
toma  out  they  are  p»yaDle  nowhere— thus  veri- 
tj'uig  the  adage  that  "  what  is  everybody's 
iMiainefis,  is  nobody's  bosineM." 

Bnt  wearetoldby  thegenlJemaa  from  South 
Carolina  that  <»ie  fact  onght  to  settle  this  mab- 
tw.  The  question  as  to  the  Talidity  of  these 
notes,  and  the  right  of  the  bank  to  issue  them, 
has  been  decided — abjudicated  I  and  this  is  an- 
noRDoed  ae  if  we,  the  legators  of  the  nation 
— the  representatives  of  the  people — were  to 
dose  our  mouths  whenever  a  judicial  decision 
has  been  made  upon  any  question — as  if  every 
Judge  was  to  be  conuderea  ■  "  Sir  Oracle,  and 
when  he  opes  his  mouth,  no  dog  mn^  bark." 
By  whom  decided)  By  one  of  the  circuit 
oonrta  of  the  United  States,  (some  other  court 
in  Ohio  decided  the  other  way.)  With  every 
respect  for  the  ability  and  l»f  ^  erudition  of  the 
Judge  who  decided  the  case,  Imost  be  permitted 
to  protest  against  yielding  each  deferential 
homage  to  the  opinion  of  every  federal  judge. 
It  is  enough  to  demand  that  we  should  acknowl- 
edge the  judicial  supremacy  of  the  whole  Bu- 
Sreme  Court,  to  which  I  am  ready  to  pay  every 
eference  that  I  conscienUonsly  can. 
How  was  it  decided  1  Upon  the  trial  of  a 
oriminal  for  forging  one  of  these  branch  bank 
orders.  I  do  no't  know,  of  eonrae,  how  the 
indiotment  was  drawn,  but  take  it  for  granted, 
.the  district  attorney  took  oore  to  draw  it  so  as 
to  avoid  anv  question  not  necessarily  involved ; 
and  if  BO  &awn,  the  judge  had  about  as  much 
to  do  witli  the  question  whether  the  order  was 
of  valid  obligation  upon  the  Dnited  States 
Bank,  as  with  the  question  whether  the  moon 
is  made  of  green  cheese.  The  charter  of  the 
bank  makes  the  forgiiw  "of  any  check  or 
order  drawn  npon  the  bank  or  either  of  its 
branches"  crimma]  and  punishable  as  prescribed 
in  the  charter.  One  of  these  branch  notes  is 
certainly  an  order  or  check  drawn  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and,  if  genuine,  would 
have  made  the  individual  who  drew  it,  and  him 
who  eudorsed  it,  liable  to  the  holder,  even 
although  neither  the  parent  bank  nor  the 
branch  whose  officers  drew  and  endorsed  it 
were  liable,  just  in  the  eame  manner  as  if  a 
foreery  were  committed  by  making  a  check  or 
cr^r  OD  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pur- 

Srting  to  be  drawa  by  me  in  favor  of  my 
end  who  sits  by  me,  which,  if  genuine,  would 
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create  no  obligation  npon  the  Bank  «t  h 
United  Statea,  aa  I  am  sorry  to  a^  I  ban  ■ 
money  there. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  eaonot  agne  (iA  I 
the  gentieman  from  Sontli  G«ndina  wht  k 
says  that  if  the  gentleman  firvm  Qeorp*  te 
not  admit  these  tobebilliof  eixcluagc^it^ 
be  beeanse  they  are  {Mrinted  and  panted.  <k 
the  contrary,  I  cannot  oonoeive  bow  aj  m^ 
after  this,  uan  vindicate  Qie  bank  for  ckO^ 
this  spurious  tnrcnlation,  nnle^  he  is  i»tpinla 
admit  that  this  institution  caii  make  b»k  hb 
in  any  way,  no  matter  how  clearlj  fortndda^ 
its  charter,  if  it  will  only  print  aod  painifa^ 
and  christen  them  aa  bills  of  extjuoge,  cMt 
orders,  oblig«tiona,  or  any  thing  else  it  ■« 
please. 

The  charge  of  violation  of  ita  ehsite*  . 
abnse  of  its  power  jn  tiiis  particular,  it  14) 
made  out.  I  am  not  diq>04«d  to  frvumtn 
eondemnatory  judgment  againat  tbe  baakthct' 
foTe,but  surely  we  are  oalled  to  i^qiure  trf'tbe  W 
why  it  has  done  thie  thing ;  ivfaat  exeoM  it  bi 
Was  it  impelled  to  it  by  any  s 


with  an  indulgent  eye,  and  would  not  hoUiilt  | 
the  full  measure  <^  a  stem  and  mtnnkb 
infliction  of  the  l^al  penalty.  | 

Another  ohorge  is  ftilly  nude  on(,  U  a  wb 
tiou  of  tbe  charter,  by  the  o^ndioatiaaai^ 
lishing  the  &ot  of  daiu^  npon  tiie  tMil^i'- 
judgea  not  by  a  circuit  jnt^e,  bntbylheSt- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  ^at«a  in  tlM  <M 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Dnited  States  t*.  CnfM 
&c.f  2  Peters.  But  it  is  said  the  oforyisU 
eatAblished,  Iwcanae  the  case  was  deeidtd  m 
a  demurrer.  That  is  the  verj  reason  it  «a 
prove  it  The  demurrer,  which  admits  Ai 
UCts,  wonld  hardly  have  ho&a  filed  la  hi)  i  i 
case  as  this,  if  the  bank  had  not  kaowi  te  ; 
facta  stated  in  the  plea  to  be  tme,  and  mnlM^ 
proved.  It  is  to  be  jiresomcd  ttiat  tbt  b^ 
was  well  advised,  as  itis  known  thatit<n^cf> 
the  best  counsel,  as  it  onght  to  do,  and  pta 
the  best  feea — of  which  I  do  not  ooiBpto,  • 
I  am  glad  to  see  my  brother  chips  get  m 
good  pickings  —  when  the  bank  then,  *>  ** 
may  suppose,  told  their  counsel  tiiat  tbe  de- 
fendant had  applied  to  them  for  a  dicMOii 
which  they  reiuscd  because  they  were  not  th*  , 
discounting  npon  thrir  own  paper.  Bat  K  w  ■ 
afterwards  agreed  that  if  he  woold  tiks  jkW 
of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  then  at  a  depre* 
tjon  of  forty  six  per  cent,  in  the  nttrkit,  ni 
give  them  his  ncrt«  for  the  amount  it  tbe  i* 
value,  bearing  interest  from  the  date,  be  mm 
be  acoommodated.  Such  counsel,  ae  1  bw 
supposed  to  have  been  emirfoyed,  wiwld  m; 
naturally  have  said,  yoor  only  cdiance  is  to  ^ 
the  legal  validity  of  the  defence.  If  r"  ^ 
before  the  jnrj,  and  the  &cta  are  prorkl  7*  \ 
aregone.  ]j  the  facta  stated  in  the  plea  •!«■*  ; 
true,  then  yon  onght  not  to  risk  your  debt  j*^ 
nioe  and  deUcate  a  question  of  uar.  I*«  I** 
knew  the  laets  to  M  trua^  and  auoA  ifta* 
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l&w.  They  played  for  the  Ust  itake,  and  lost 
it.  The  effect  and  force  of  this  case,  in  eetab- 
lUUsg  the  fact  that  the  bank  has  practised 
asnry,  it  is  attempted  to  remove,  by  a  note  of 
llie  reporter  of  tbe  Bopreme  Court,  appended 
»  the  report  of  the  case,  in  which  some  fbcts 
tre  statea  as  authentic,  which  go  to  show  that 
lie  bonk  had  not  incurred  the  morel  tnrpitnde 
>f  DBDiT.  That  statement  does  not  deny  the 
Tnth  of  the  material  aJlegatioD  of  the  iilea,  that 
Centncky  bank  notes,  at  the  time  of  tnis  traus- 
iction,  (1822,^  were  at  a  depreciation  of  forty- 
dx  per  cenL  m  the  market.  I  must  be  permit- 
)ed  to  uy  tliat  the  reporter,  who  is  employed 
md  pud  by  the  OoTemment  to  report  the  Ju' 
lictal  proceedings  of  the  court,  has  grotnltoiialy 
uid  iiqpertdnenUy  interpolate  in  nis  book  of 
reports  this  statement,  which  hod  nothing  to 
\o  with  a  report  of  the  case  and  the  Judgment 
if  the  court,  which  he  says  is  suthentio.  It  is 
lot  Bi^d  by  whom  It  was  avonohed — the  facts 
lid  not  appear  in  the  record — and  the  proba- 
[>ility  is  uat  it  was  made  by  those  interested  in 
flte  bank ;  and  this  statement  b  to  be  regarded 
ta  oertsinly  true,  so  as  to  preclude  sU  inquiry, 
rbere  is  no  donbt  that  banks  and  individu^ 
duy  be  in7olved  in  the  legal  penalties  of  the 
uary  law,  without  incurrinK  its  moral  torpi- 
tnde.  The  courts  have  decided  fransaotdoDS  to 
tw  usurious,  where  neither  of  the  parties  hod 
^e  most  remote  idea  of  violating  the  law. 

But  when  a  charge  (S  asnry  is  established 
tg^nst  sneh  an  isstitntioo  as  this,  on  which 
ire  are  required  to  pass  ajudffment  of  death  or 
Qfe,  when  it  is  shown  that  it  has  apparently 
abused  its  power,  and  it  has  been  a^JQuged  that 
it  has  violMed  its  charter,  sorely  some  eiplona- 
tioQ  oQcbt  to  be  asked  for,  and  given. 

ICr.  PoLZ,  of  Tenneeeee,  suA :  The  bank  asks 
a  renewal  of  its  charter ;  and  ong^t  its  friends 
bo  object  to  tlie  inqmry  t  Hfi  must  say  that  he 
bod  been  not  a  little  snrpriseAtt  the  nneipeot- 
ed  resistanoe  which  bad  been  offered  to  the 
reaolation  under  oonmderation,  by  tlie  friends 
and  admirers  of  this  lostitution— by  tboee  who, 
no  donbt,  sincerely  believed  its  continued  ex- 
istence for  another  term  of  twenty  years  to  be 
eweotia)  to  tbe  prosperity  of  the  country.  He 
repeated  hts  surprise  that  its  friends  should  be 
found  shrinking  from  the  inveetigation  pro- 
posed. He  would  not  say  that  sam  resistance 
afforded  any  fiur  grounds  of  inference  that 
there  might  be  somethine  "  rotten  in  the  State 
Df  Denmark."  He  would  not  say  this^  for  he 
flid  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  do  so;  bnt 
was  it  not  perceived  that  snch  an  inference 
might,  and  probably  would,  be  drawn  by  the 
pnUic?  On  what  ground  was  the  inquiry  op- 
posed f  Was  it  that  it  was  improper!  Was 
iC  that  it  was  unusual  t  The  charter  of  the 
bank  itself  authorized  a  committee  of  either 
Botue  of  Oott^rew  to  examine  its  books,  and 
report  upon  its  condition,  whenever  either 
Boose  may  choose  to  institute  on  examina- 
tion. A  committee  of  this  House,  upon  a 
tamer  oceaaon,  did   make    inch  an   exam- 


ination, and  he  would  refer  to  their  report  be- 
fbre  he  sat  down.  Upon  the  presentation  of 
the  bonk  memorial  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  a  Select  Oomnuttee  had  been  in* 
vested  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
paprers,  if  they  chose  to  do  so.  When  the 
some  memorial  was  presented  to  that  House, 
what  bod  been  the  course  pursued  by  tbe 
friends  of  the  bank  !  A  motion  to  refer  it  to  a 
Select  Committee  was  opposed.  It  was  com- 
mitted to  their  favorite  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Heans.  He  meant  no  disrespect  to  that 
ittee,  when  he  said  that  the  question  of 
rechsriering  Ihe  bank  was  known  to  nave  beMl 
prejudged  by  that  committee.  When  the  Pree- 
ident  of  the  United  States  brought  the  subject 
of  tbe  bank  to  the  notice  of  Congress  in  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  a  Select  Committ«e  was  reftised  by 
the  friends  of  the  bank,  and  that  portion  of  the 
Uessage  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  Precisely  the  same  thing 
occurred  at  the  oommeuoement  of  the  last  ana 
at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  in  the  refer- 
wbich  was  made  of  that  port  of  the  Mes- 
I  of  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  tha 
bank.  Tbe  friends  of  this  institntion  have  been 
careM  always  to  commit  it  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, a  committee  whose  opinions  were 
known.  Upon  the  occasion  first  referred  to, 
that  committee  made  a  report  favorable  to  the 
bank,  which  was  sent  forth  to  the  public,  not  a 
report  of  facts,  not  a  report  founded  upon  an 
examination  into  the  oSmts  of  the  bank.  At 
the  present  session,  we  were  modestly  asked  to 
extend  this  bank  monopoly  for  twenty  years, 
without  any  such  examination  having  taken 
place.  The  committee  hod  reported  a  bill  to 
that  effect,  but  had  ^ven  us  no  facts  in  relation 
to  the  present  condition  of  t)ie  bonk.  They 
had  not  even  deemed  it  necessary  to  ask  to  be 
invested  with  power  to  examine  eitiier  into  itA 
present  condition,  or  into  thejnanner  in  which 
it«  affurs  have  been  conducted. 

From  the  inoment  the  sahject  of  rechartering 


the  bonk  had  carefiUIy  avoided  all  inTestiga- 
tion ;  we  were  called  upon  to  act  upon  fiiith, 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  all  was  right.  This 
was  not  the  flm  time  that  charges  had  been 
preferred ;  they  had  been  mode  elsewhere  as 
well  as  here.  They  were  now  made  in  a  ^e- 
cifio  form  by  a  member  of  this  House.  The 
gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  in  the  outset 
of  his  remarks  yesterday,  had  himself  avowed 
that,  if  any  tangible  and  substantial  charges 
^aiust  the  bank  were  preferred  upon  the  au- 
thority of  a  single  respectable  witness,  he 
would  go  into  the  investigation,  whatever  the 
cooseqnences  might  be,  and  tbongh  snoh  a  step 
might  deeply  affect  the  interests  of  the  bank. 
Now  he  submitted  it  to  tbe  ^ntleman  and  to 
the  House,  if  the  case  required  to  be  made  out 
by  him,  to  justify  inqnirTj  had  not  been  made 
out.  He  requiree  someuung  tenable  and  sub- 
stantial to  be  preferred,  and  to  be  voDohsd 
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npon  anthorit;.  Now,  &  member  of  this  Hoobo, 
n»Qg  in  his  place,  brings  forwird  his  reacdn- 
Idon,  and  accompanies  it  with  certain  epedflo 
obargCH  of  abuse  and  miemanagement  againat 
the  baok,  some  of  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
member,  amonntiDg  to  a  forfeitare  of  the 
charter.  And  that  member,  upon  hia  reaponHi- 
bilit;  apoD  this  floor,  states  that  he  is  author- 
Ued  and  instructed  to  sa^  that  the  allegatlona 
thus  preferred  can  aad  wUl  l>e  sustained.  Nay, 
more,  that  member  had  told  the  Hoose  that  he 
himself  believed  them  to  be  tme,  and  to  be  sos- 
oeptible  of  proof.  Was  not  thb  anfflcient  au- 
thority to  put  the  Honse  on  inquiry  ?  Was  not 
the  reapectabilitf  and  responsibility  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Hoose  voucher  sufficient  to  justify 
inTestiKatioQ  t  Bo  far  itom  opp<»iDg  the  reso- 
lution, he  (Mr.  v.)  thought  the  bank,  and  the 
fViends  of  the  bimfc,  if  Uieee  charges  were  un- 
founded, ahonld  hail  its  introduction  with  a 
Joyous  welcome^  as  affording  an  opportunity  for 
sdf-vindieation :  that  it  sbould  throw  open  ita 
doors  and  its  books,  and  invite  the  aeverest 
scrutiny. 

If  even  a  well-founded  euspioion  existed  of 
abnae  or  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  hank, 
much  leas  direct  charges,  Gongresa  certainly 
ought  not  {even  if  it  were  in  all  other  respects 
proper  to  do  so)  to  confer  a  renewal  of  exclusive 
powers  on  the  corporation  for  twenty  years 
more,  without  a  previous  inquiry  into  the  truth 
ot  untruth  of  those  suspicions.  Previously  to 
perpetuating  its  great  privileges  and  immense 
powera.   Congress  should  investigate  its   con- 


shonld  B 


\  how  it  had  been  managed. 


how  its  duties  had  been  performed,  and  with 
what  effects  upon  the  interests  of  the  country. 
They  should  do  this,  even  though  there  were 
not  even  suspicions,  much  less  direct  charges, 
preferred. 


Tbcbsdat,  March  1. 


Mr.  Watmotioh,  of  Pennsylvania,  nert  ad- 
dressed  the  Bouse.  The  hour,  he  said,  was  late, 
and  he  felt  that  it  would  lie  a  tax  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House  to  continue  this  debate 
for  a  moment  longer  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  a  clear  development  of  the  views  of 
those  with  whom  it  had  originated,  and  a  vindl- 
catiou  of  the  course  which  a  sense  of  public  duty 
prescribed  to  him  at  ita  outset.  I  am,  add  he, 
the  only  member  on  this  floor  against  whom  the 
charge,  so  often  repeated  by  honorable  gentle- 
men, of  au  int«ntion  to  stifle  debate  upon  this 
momentous  question,  can  at  all  apply.  And, 
although,  sir,  my  purpose  in  rising  at  present  k 
mduly  with  the  view  to  ofik*  to  (he  House  the 
amendment  I  hold  in  my  hand,  yet  I  trust  X 
shall  be  excused  for  occupying  your  attention 
for  a  few  moments,  while  I  meet  that  charge, 
and  BBsnme,  entirely  and  individually,  all  its 
responnbilltj.    When,  mr,  I  rose  in  my  seat, 


and  called  fbr  the  question  ofconsderstioaifa 
the  resolution  submitted  by  the  hoDorshk  f»- 
tlnuan  from  Geoigia,  I  was  daairoas  thtt  «U 
I  oonadered  an  evauoa  of  the  aotkn  ef  lb 
House  Dptm  a  most  importwit  and  moBCMi* 
question,  should  be  met  with  protnpitade  K  d* 
very  threshold,  and  quashed  at  fmee. 

1  considered  the  reeolutioi^  eir,  in  bo  oOc 
light  than  as  an  attempt  at  indefinite  pMptM- 
ment.  The  rules  of  Uie  House  ftiriMde  w  » 
go  into  ao  exposition  of  the  reucms  irhidb  gp- 
eme4  me;  nor  have  I,  until  the  prosoit^ 
ment,  been  able  to  obtun  the  floor  to  <di 
those  reasons  to  the  Honae.  I  hKve  iud  m 
cause,  sir,  to  change  the  opmion  formed  k  tk 
outset  of  this  matter.  On  the  ooDtr«ry,Kl 
have  reason  to  ccmgratnlate  mfself  «t  the  vai 
first  taken,  and  thank  the  honor^le  factaa 
of  the  distingnished  and  talented  goi^^ 
from  Bouth  Carolina,  who  last  addrened  fli 
House,  for  having  confirmed  me  in  tlie  cwntt- 
ness  of  my  course.  That  honorable  BCsUma 
has  met  this  question,  and  argoed  it  eotira!; 
onthe  ground  of  postponement.  In  that  0^ 
only  can  it  be  viewed,  how  mo<di  aoever  te&t 
contrary  honorable  gnitlemen  msj  protest  b 
that  light  only  did  I  view  it,  when,  by  tbtn- 
pulse  of  my  own  unaided,  nninstmcted  ni^ 
ment,  1  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  daia 
the  rcE^nsibility  with  whioh  the  &iends  rffls 
resolution  immediately  attempted  to  lo^  Us 
bank.  On  that  point  of  order,  eir,  I  wu  tfx- 
ruled ;  and,  much  as  I  regretted  the  deciska  a 
the  Chair  against  me  at  the  time,  I  hav«  aia 
had  abundant  cause  to  r^oioe  in  t^e  oppa^ 
nity  which  was  thus  offered  to  tlie  mwt  M 
liant  and  triumphant  display  of  Qte  hifbe* 
order  of  talents  on  the  part  of  the  distioeii^d 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and  If esa 
No  sooner,  sir,  had  the  honoratfle  getttfeaa 
from  Georgia  qpfolded  his  budget ;  no  sows 
had  he  developed  his  long  list  of  erude,  laiA 
nite  charges,  not  vondied  for  by  faimadl^  uJ 
only  supported  hr  a  vague  saroidMi  in  lus  on 
mind  that  all  comd  sot  be  a  it  Bboold  be,  tks 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  GaniliH 
rose  in  his  seat,  met  (be*e  charges  trinmphaml;, 
and  most  triumphantly  refuted  thrau  to  the  at- 
isfaotion  of  every  calm  and  unprejudiced  micii 
To  that  reftitation,  ample  sua  oompl^«  (f  S 
was,  1  can  add  nothing — nottting  is  ^Miied.  if 
left  no  ground  untouched.  It  ler^tedecn- 
pletely  the  airy  fabric  raised,  no  doubt,  viA 
80  much  labor ;  and  there  the  matta-  ooglic  (f 
right  to  reet.  But,  eir,  it  seems  the  oppcoadt 
of  the  bank  seek  not  conviction ;  they  daatt 
for  Bcrntiuy.  The  debate  has  been  continwd 
— the  charges  dilated  upon ;  and^  mr,  notvit^ 
standing  tbeir  stale,  flat,  and  I  do  Muta^« 
far  as  uieir  conswnption  of  the  time  of  ll» 
House,  and  their  eneroachnient  upon  ths  ia- 
portant  interests  of  the  country  at  Uigi  fA 
their  tmly  unproStable  character,  yet  ar«  n 
to  be  forced,  prematnrely,  into  the  puaA 
merits  of  a  question  not  properly  befoit  (k 
I  House,  and   npon  whioh   it    beoomef  at  tt 
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BDter  with  lU  dne  aobrietj  of  argnmeDt  and 
fodiog, 

ICr.  FosTU,  of  Qeorfpa,  sdd  that  from  the 
DOnuneooemeiit  of  this  mscnsBion  the  Btrong 
Sronnd  ot  in>poiiitjou  to  the  reeolutioD  offered 
&y  hlB  friend  and  ooUesgae  (Mr,  Clatton)  was, 
Coat  die  iDveiiUg&tion  propmed  would  have  tho 
affbct  to  pOB^ne  the  deciaon  of  the  qaestioo 
•rhether  the  XJuited  States  Bank  ahonld  be 
rechutered  to  the  next  Beasioa  of  Congress. 
And  it  had  been  aaked,  over  and  orer  again, 
irliy  this  invwtigaitioD  had  not  been  sooner  pro- 
jKMed.  Now,  said  Iti.  F.,  I  have  never  heard 
moh  an  objeotion  from  such  a  qnarter,  with 
«as  grace ;  and  for  the  correctness  of  the  atate- 
nent  I  am  about  to  make,  I  appeal  to  the  can- 
lor  and  to  the  recollection  of  ever;  gentleman 
iresent.  We  have  Jnat  been  reminded  by  the 
lonorable  gentleman  from  Connectioat  (Mr, 
£ixswobth)  that  this  subject  was  presented  to 
lie  consideration  of  Oongresa,  bj  the  President, 
rwo  years  ago ;  and  we  all  remember  how 
nnch  he  was  reproached  for  it,  when  the  chat 
Mr  had  yet  six  years  to  run.  Bnt  the  President 
thought  there  shoxQd  not  be  too  mnch  delay  in 
Itis  matter.  Foreseeing  that  an  application 
voald  be  made  for  b  renewal  of  the  oharter,  he 
toncelTed  it  dae  to  the  bank,  aa  well  as  to  the 
laUon,  that  the  policy  and  propriety  of  the 
neasare  sbonld  be  folly  investigated,  and  cajm- 
7  uid  deliberately  detonninef  That  part  of 
die  Freddent'a  Message  relatiog  to  this  snbjeot 
was  referred,  withoat  opposition,  to  the  Com- 
itittee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  a  report  made 
>y  that  committee,  distingniahed  for  as  much 
ibilit^  as  any  report  ever  twd  apon  the  tables 
)t  this  Honse,  sustaining  both  the  oonstitntion- 
lUty  and  eipediencv  of  the  bank.  Ko  fnrther 
>rooeediDgs  were  had  on  the  sabject  during 
;hat  session.  At  the  sncceeding  session  the 
President  ag^  presented  it^  oor  oonsidera- 
don,  and  &  motion  was  then  made  by  my  col- 
eague  (Mr.  Wiiua)  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Ckim- 
ii!tte&  for  the  avowed  porpoee  of  investigating 
^e  affidra  of  the  bank.  Was  this  motion  sus- 
4unedt  No,  sir,  it  vaa  BuccessfoUy  resisted 
}y  the  friends  of  tjie  bank ;  a  Select  Committee 
iras  refused.  Does  this  look  like  a  disposition 
>D  the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
[elay  an  inrestdgatjon  mto  its  concerns  f  Bnt, 
ir,  twelve  months  more  rolled  round ;  a  new 
Congress  ia  conveaed ;  and  the  President  re- 
kfiws  his  suggestions  as  to  the  bank.  My  col- 
aagne  (Mr.  Wathk)  again  proposed  a  reference 
o  a  Select  Committee,  repeating  bis  intention 
>f  procuring  an  investigation  into  the  affwrs  of 
his  institntion.  Bnt  the  advocates  of  the  bank 
idhered  to  their  former  course;  it  was  well 
inderstood  that  a  mqjortt^  of  Che  Committee 
if  Ways  and  Means  were  friendly  to  a  renew^ 
if  the  charter,  and  no  hazard  was  to  be  run  by 
offering  a  committee  who  might  entertain  dif- 
erent  opinions  to  inquire  into  the  management 
und  operations  of  this  great  corporation. 

The  nibject  being  thus  dispcMed  o^  no  other 
DOYelnent  was  made,  and  no  other  proceeding 


took  place,  until  some  time  in  January,  when 
the  memorial  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  pray- 
ing for  a  renewal  of  their  charter  was  presented 
to  the  House.  The  opponents  of  the  bank,  still 
anxious  for  the  investigation  which  had  been 
so  repeatedly  refused,  conceived  that  the  rea- 
sons for  it  were  now  greatly  increased ;  nor  in- 
deed was  it  imagined  on  what  ground  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bMik  would  longer  reeist.  A 
motion  was  accordingly  made  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  a  Select  Committee.  In  what  V^^^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  was  this  proposition  met  t  Who 
has  forgotten  the  agitation  it  produced!  Sir, 
the  House  was  kindled  into  a  flame.  The 
friends  of  the  bank  were  rising  in  all  (juarters^ 
and  protesting  with  nplifted  hands  against  this 
motion.  The  interests  of  the  bank  were  not  to 
be  hazarded  by  being  ooromitted  to  those  who 
might  be  unfavorable  to  it.  An  honorable  gen- 
tieman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Codlteb) 
frankly  told  Uie  House  that  he  had  no  idea  of 
sending  this  application  to  a  committee  ot  its 
enemies  "  to  be  strangled."  "  Let  it  go  to  its 
friends,"  said  the  ^ntieman :  "  let  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means." 
Well,  air,  the  friends  of  the  bank  again  pre- 
vtdled ;  the  reference  they  had  urged  was  or- 
dered by  the  Honse ;  the  investigation  so  aoi- 
lously  Bonght  was  thus  again  virtually  refused ; 
and  in  due  time,  as  everybody  expected,  a  bill 
providingfor  the  renewal  of  the  charter  was  re- 
ported. Andnow,  when  this  qnestioo,  in  which 
the  great  interests  of  this  country  are  so  deeply, 
so  vitally  involved,  is  about  to  be  oonsiderea 
and  determined,  another  gentieman,  who  has 
bnt  recently  become  a  member  of  this  body, 
and  who  has  obtained  such  information  as  to 
the  management  or  (rather)  miBmonagement  of 
the  bank,  as  to  feel  it  bis  dnty  to  ask  for  a  for- 
mal examination  into  its  affairs,  comes  forward, 
and  moves  for  a  committee  for  that  pnrpose, 
and,  to  obviate  every  pretext  for  shmming  this 
examination,  he  exhibits  specific  charges  as  to 
the  ftbnsea  practised ;  and  what  do  we  behold, 
sir  f  The  gentleman  is  met  at  the  threshold, 
and  told  that  he  is  too  late ;  that  the  investigv 
tion  ought  to  have  been  had  sooner ;  to  insti- 
tote  it  now  would  produce  such  delay  that  the 
bill  which  bos  been  reported  could  not  be  acted 
on  during  the  present  session. 

Really,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  somewhat  amusing 
to  refer  to  the  various  objections  which  are 
made  to  every  proceeding  sjfecting  in  any  w^ 
the  interests  and  prospects  of  this  institution. 
When  the  President  mvited  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  subject  two  years  ago,  it  waa 
sud  he  was  premature :  the  bank,  its  frienda, 
and  dependents  not  only  complained,  but  the 
Chief  Magistrate  was  denoanced  in  most  un- 
measured terms.  The  snggestions  in  his  second 
Message  were  received  and  treated  in  the  same 
manner — it  was  still  quite  too  soon  to  agitato 
the  subject.  Now,  the  adversaries  to  the  bonk, 
after  having  so  repeatedly  tried  in  vain  to  have 
'estigation  into  its  affairs,  are  gravely  told 
'-■■-,    ■riie"     ■• 


they  have  waited  too  long. 


le  Praaident  WM 
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too  early,  and  we  are  too  late !  Too  late,  ea  ? 
Are  geDtlemeii  serionst  Can  thej  flatter  tfacm- 
selveB  with  the  hope  of  avoiding  ihia  inT«stiga- 
tion  on  Bach  gronndB  I 

But,  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  delay 
which  it  is  allied  this  investigatiou  may  occo- 
riOD.  Admit  that  there  may  be  some  delay. 
la  the  inccnvenience  to  wbioh  this  moneyed 
aristocracy  may  be  subjected  bj  the  procraati- 
natioQ  of  a  few  weeks,  or  even  montha,  to  be 
pnt  in  competition  with  the  vast  interests  of 
the  whole  people!  Bnppoae  £bat  the  charter 
of  this  bank  waa  abont  to  expire,  and  the  bill 
for  ita  renewal  was  now  before  as  for  final  de- 
cision, and  the  grave  and  serious  charges  now 
exhibited  were  Drought  before  ns  at  the  very 
last  hoar :  would  it  not  be  the  boanden  dnty 
of  this  House  to  paose  and  inquire  into  them, 
rather  than  rash  on,  and,  by  one  single  act  of 
rssb  l^islation,  commit  the  dearest  and  best 
interests  of  this  conntry  for  twenty  years  to 
comet  Bat  here,  ur,  this  extreme  case  does 
not  exist:    this  charter  has  yet  fonr  years  to 


for  this  hasty  disposition  of  the  sntject  I  In- 
deed, Hr.  Speaker,  I  shonld  be  glad  to  know  at 
what  time  the  directora  of  the  bank  themselves 
discovered  the  very  great  importance  of  having 
this  matter  determined  on  at  this  session  of 
Ooogress.  The  stockholders  did  not  seem  to  be 
aware  of  it  at  tbeir  meeting  in  Beptefnber  last, 
when  they  gave  tiie  directors  discretionary 
power  to  apply  at  this  session  or  not,  as  they 
might  deem  advisable.  Had  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  application  been  so  very  obvious,  the 
order  for  it  would  have  been  peremptory.  And, 
ear,  if  the  directors,  in  the  exercise  of  this  dis- 
oretton,  conceived  it  their  duty  to  make  the 
application  at  this  session^hy  was  it  not  done 
at  the  commencement  t  Whence  the  necessity 
of  first  throwing  out  feelers  to  ascertun  the  in- 
terests of  Congress  (  Why  was  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary sent  on  by  the  bank  to  this  city  in 
DecemlMr  last,  to  consolt  and  advise  as  to  the 
propriety  of  making  this  application  t  And 
why  did  the  directors  wut  for  his  despatches 
or  reports,  before  they  conld  decide  whether  to 
exercise  the  powers  with  whioh  they  were 
clothed  !  Was  it  the  intelligence  they  received 
from  Washin^n  that  convinced  them  of  the 
nrgent  necessity  of  making  inunediate  applica- 
Uont 

Sir,  I  confess  there  is  something  strange  ii 
all  this ;  and  most  assuretSy,  after  the  hanl 
has  snfiered  six  weeks  of  the  session  to  elapse 
before  presenting  ita  memorial,  it  comes  wilh 
very  bad  grace  from  its  friends  to  charge  its 
adversaries  with  having  delayed,  for  one  short 
month  after  the  memorial  was  presented,  be- 
fore they  demanded  an  investigation  into  itt 


tion  of  gentlemen   to   the   proceediitti  vM 

have  taken  place  on  the  reeolntioo  tt  ajti 

league,  (Mr.  Clattob.)     When  this  mcfalia 

snbmittod  to  the  Honse,  '' 


As  additional  evidenee  of  the  determined  re- 
Rstance  which  has  been  made  to  a  thorongh 
investigation  of  the  afiiurB  of  the  bank,  I  b«g 
leave  now,  Mr,  Speaker,  to  leoall  the  reoolleo- 


sented  to.  It  subsequently 
order  in  the  ba«ness  of  the  House ;  aod  ila 
nover  was  about  to  explain  the  mtm 
why  he  had  introduced  it,  he 
teroepted,  and  the  question 
made  hy  the  honorable  gentleman  froa  Pe» 
sylvania,  (Mr.  WxTiiouoa,)  a  qneeticn  wlA 
had  it  been  ent«rtained  by  the  Chair,  fiudi 
in  the  power  of  am^ority  of  the  HraueUfn- 
vent  all  debate — the  very  object  which  tlief>' 
tlentan  will  no  doubt  candidly  own  be  1m  ■ 
Tea,  ur,  had  not  this  question  btali- 
clared  ont  of  order,  all  diacnasion  npoii  liii 
resolntion  would  have  been  prevenlaii;  eiaj 
tongue  wontd  have  been  hashed  into  nlott; 
and  not  only  would  the  proposed  iavc^i|sa 
have  been  refused,  but  even  the  piivil^  i 

SLving  a  single  reaaon  for  it  would  biv*  tM 
eni^ 

Mr.  MoDftfie  said  his  views  remviei  • 
changed  by  the  debate.  The  charges  lud  is- 
ished  into  thin  tii.  He  very  humonKnIj  «* 
bated  that  particularly  which  referred  Id  ii 
case  of  alleged  usury  in  Kentucky,  iilsAUt^ 
the  efiect  of  a  demurrer  to  a  plea  from  i  cts 
in  Tennessee  of  hog  and  tarkey  BteaSi^  & 
concluded  by  asking  of  Ur.  WinicrfiB  a  i 

Eersonal  favor  to  withdraw  his  amendaol 
t  would  place  Mr.  l£cD.  in  a  delicate  tin- 
tion,  and  was,  besides,  contrai;  to  pulirae- 
tary  nsage. 

Mr.  WintocoH  stated  that,  in  ofbiif  tk 
amendment  which  he  had  had  the  howr  H 
submit,  he  had  had  no  objects  bat  thteebcU 
already  fiilly  expltuned  to  the  Hooae.  w 
trusted  he  should  not  be  misanderstood.  Vt 
firm  conviction  of  his  own  judgment  wmM  ^ 
induce  him  to  adhere  to  the  course  irtudj 
sense  of  duty  bad  prescribed  to  him.  Itiim 
the  views  taken  by  the  distanguished  chuniiD 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  m^* 
the  bank  was  concerned,  folly  sustaioed  io"  ■ 
that  coarse.  He  could  not  foil,  boweve-, » 
feel  a  becoming  diffidence  in  his  own  j"^?^ 
when  he  found  it  conflicting  with  the  ««™ 
discriminating  mind  of  the .  honorable  !«'*■ 
man  from  South  Carolina.  Beaidee,  thst  (^ 
tleman  had  ^pealed  to  him  on  ptnw 
grounds.  He  folly  appreciated  the  fWoP 
and  motives  of  that  honorable  gentlemM.  i" 
however  much  the  act  might  conflict  liUi » 
own  convictjons,  or  might  nltimately  tflW™ 
important  questron,  he  felt  himself  boMi  W 
accede  to  the  personal  feeling  of  the  !>** 
able  member,  and  therefore  withdrrt  " 
amendment  . 

,  Mr.  OuHTOK  obtained  the  flow,  •'4*' 
was   past  four  o'clock,  moved  an  so** 

llie  House  then  a^Joi*™*^ 
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The  bonk  resolotioD  being  agda  taken  up, 

Mr.  BxASDSLiT  said ;  Althoogh  it  is  not  mr 
utention  to  renew  all  the  choi^ee  whion 
lave  b«ea  exhibited  bj  the  honorable  gea- 
Jeman  from  (^rgia,  (Mr.  Clayton,)  ;et  I 
irill  solicit  the  Mention  of  the  Hoase  to  a  part 
>f  them.  Take,  bit,  the  first.  It  is  "the  isene 
>f  seven  millions  and  more  of  branch  bonk 
trdere  as  ■  onrrencj.  The  president  of  the 
Mink  tdmitfl  seven  milllona  iuned." 

Snob,  sir,  ie  tbe  charge.  Tt  is  the  lesne  of 
Jieae  orders  ae  a  oorrency  which  is  alleged  to 
w  nnantborized  bf  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
ind  not  that  Hie  bank  is  prohibited  from  deal- 
agln  eiohangee,  or  from  accepting  bills  of  ez- 
Aange.  Nodonbt  the  bank  maj  properly  do 
Jotli,  but  the  isane  of  these  orders  to  droulate 
la  money  is  a  ver;  different  operation.  On 
Jieir  &oe,  these  orders  are  e,  mere  reqneet  to 
ihe  oaehier  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  pay 
lie  sum  dkereia  ezpreesed.  But  being  printed 
n  bank  note  paper,  willi  the  name  of  the 
United  Btates  ^nk  in  laive  cuiitals,  and  hav- 
ng  the  general  form  and  similitude  of  bank 
lotee,  they  have  passed  into  general  oircnlation 
la  each.  I  ehall  not  controvert  the  position, 
Itr.  Speaker,  that  the  bank  may  become  a  party 
a  these  orders,  bj  accepting,  that  is,  agreeing 
»  pay  them,  and  thereby  be  legally  Donnd  for 
lieir  payment. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
ina  (Mr.  UoDuffib)  says,  the  bank,  "having 
Mthorized  the  branches  uins  to  Amw  upon  it, 
a  reaponsible  for  the  drafts."  That  antnority, 
M  be  says,  was  given  in  advance,  and  an  an- 
;hority  \a  draw  ia  an  acoeptanoe.  I  shall  not 
wntrovert  the  legal  proposition,  nor  will  I  deny 
Jie  ezistenoB  of  the  authority  as  alleged.  I 
nay,  however,  remark  that  the  drafts  them- 
lelvee  famish  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  such 
mtharity,  or  of  any  acceptance  or  agreement 
:>y  the  bank  to  accept  and  pay  them.  Looking 
it  tbeae  orders,  then,  I  aver  that  their  use,  as 
I  cmrency,  ia  not  authoriied  by  any  providim 
n  the  bank  charter :  they  do  not  of  theniselvee 
rind  the  baak.  If  the  bank  is  in  any  way  lia- 
rie  for  their  payment,  it  is  in  virtue  of  some 
leparate  and  independent  agreement  or  anthor- 
^  to  draw.  I  bring  the  matter  to  this  short 
osue.  Let  oh  have  proof  of  this  separate  agree- 
nent  or  authority,  m  virtue  of  which  alone  the 
Muk  can  be  deemed  a  party  to  these  drafts,  or 
'monaible  for  them. 

The  bai^  for  au(^t  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
na^  be  entirely  fUthM  In  the  otiservanoe  of 
ill  its  honorary  engagemente.  These  orders, 
herefore,  may  be  promptly  paid  when  present- 
id.  No  pnblic  or  individoal  iujnry  may  result 
tora  their  issue.  But  it  oertalnly  coald  never 
lave  been  designed  by  those  who  chartered 
Us  inslitntion,  that  it  shonld  be  at  liberty  to 
nTent,  and  use  u  Uie  oorrency  of  tlie  country. 


checks  drawn  upon  the  bank,  or  any  other  con- 
tracts, which  did  not  of  tbemselvee  bind  the 
bank  for  their  payment.  If  a  principal  object 
in  the  incorporation  of  the  bank  was  to  secure 
to  £he  oomitry  a  sonnd  currency,  these  checks 
have  Mled  to  effect  that  object.  Of  themselves 
they  are  not  a  Sound  currency,  and  it  is  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  receive 
them  as  money,  that  we  should  ascertain  by 
proof  whether  the  bank  has  in  any  manner 
bound  iteelf  for  their  payment. 

The  deoiHon  of  the  cironit  coort  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, relative  to  the  character  and  effect  of 
these  checks,  seems  to  have  been  greatly  mis- 
apprehended. That  de(dsion,places  the  liabili^ 
«  the  bank  on  tbe  sole  groand  that  the  bimk 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  adopting  and  con£nn- 
ing  such  drafts,  and  was  bound  for  their  pay- 
ment "  on  tiie  same  principle  that  individutds 
are  liable  on  the  contracts  of  their  wives  and 
servanta,  who  have  been  permitted  to  deal  on 
their  credit  and  in  their  namea."  On  such  a 
state  of  facte  the  bankVonld  no  donbt  be  lia- 
ble, and  yet  the  use  of  the  orders  as  currency 
would  be  equally  objectionable.  The  paper 
cnrrenoy  iaeaed  by  a  bank,  ought,  of  itself,  to 
bind  the  bank,  without  rendering  it  at  all  ne- 
cessary to  prove  the  habit  or  usage  of  the  bank  to 
receive  and  pay  such  currency  when  presented. 

Another  (Jisrge,  which  has  been  made  against 
the  bank,  is  "  nsory  on  broken  bank  notes  in 
Kentucky  and  Ohio ;  they  amounted  to  $900^ 

000  in  Ohio,  and  nearly  te  much  in  Kentucky ." 

1  hare  no  information,  sir,  which  will  warrant 


man  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Glatt«ii,)  in  q«aking 
of  this  and  of  all  the  other  ohurgee  brought  for- 
ward by  him,  says  be  is  otwddeut  they  can  lia 
maintained;  "he had  not  made  them  without 
th«  best  reason."  This  assertion  of  tbe  honor- 
able gentleman  he  (Mr.  B.)  supposed  was  of 
itself  ample  cause  for  the  institution  of  an  in- 
quiry. Sut  the  charge  as  brought  before  the 
House  was  not  entity  unsupported  by  the 
evidence  which  had  been  addaoed  to  sustain  in 
A  law  case  had  been  read  from  the  reporto  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  fe'om  which  it  ^peered 
that  the  hank,  in  that  instance,  had  loaned  at 
their  nominal  amountnotesof  tbe  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky and  its  branches,  and  which  notes  in  fact 
were  worth,  at  tbe  time,  only  tifty-four  per 
cent,  of  their  nominal  amount.  In  that  case, 
these  &ust8  had  bem  set  up  as  a  defence  against 
the  demand  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  bank  ad- 
mitted to  be  tme.  The  oourt  adjudged  it  a 
clear  case  of  usury,  and  upon  such  a  state  of 
facta,  he  believed  no  person  oould  well  question 
the  eoundneee  of  that  decision,  both  in  a  legal 
and  moral  pout  of  view.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDoreiB,) 
however,  says  that "  the  whole  of  these  alleged 
facta,  going  to  make  out  a  case  of  nsory,  are 
denied  and  can  be  disproved."  jThis  may  be 
so,  sir,  and,  if  so,  I  think  tbe  bank  should  desire 
an  (^porbmity  to  disprore  them,  ftv  of  them- 
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selves  thej  oerUinl;  present  »  case  of  nniniti- 
gated  osur^  and  oppreenon.  We  ahoold,  bow- 
ever,  insist  on  some  better  evidence  to  disprove 
what  the  baok  had  admitted  oa  the  recprd, 
than  the  note  of  the  reporter  annexed  to  the 
case.  That  note  pnrpiorte  to  ^ve  an  "  aathen- 
tie  and  ezplanatorj  statement "  of  the  fact8  of 
the  case  as  farniahed  to  him,  in  order  to  dis- 
prove the  allegation  of  nenrj.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
would  not  den;  the  tmth  of  that  statement ; 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  ease,  except  from 
the  printed  report.  It  appeared,  however,  to 
bim  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  bank 
should  have  admitted  the  fiKtg  to  be  sa  alleged 
bj  the  defendant  in  the  ease  noless  they  were 
eoaceptjble  of  certain  proof.  For  the  porpose 
of  sostaining  this  inqnir;,  however,  he  (}b.  B.) 
thongbt  the  House  sboiild  oertunlj  take  the 
admission  nuide  b;  the  bank  as  tra^  leaving  it 
to  disprove  that  admisuon  if  it  conld  do  so. 

Bat  an  ^tolog]'  has  been  offered  for  this  act 
of  the  bank.  It  reoeiv^  them  in  the  course  of 
ite  basiness,  as  is  alleged,  at  par,  and  they  be- 
oame  depreciated  while  in  their  hands ;  henoe 
the  argument  is,  it  had  a  right  to  pass  tbem  off 
at  par.  This  may  be  the  morality-  of  the  bank, 
bnt  it  is  not  the  moralit;  of  the  law  or  of  the 
coaatry  at  large.  It  would  not  even  be  tol- 
erated nnder  uie  system  of  bank  government 
in  New  York,  vicions  as  that  has  been  repro- 
•ented  to  be  by  my  honorable  colleagne,  (Ur. 
Boot.) 

Another  specification  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Oeorgia  (Ur.  Ci^tton)  has  been  en- 
tirely mis^iprehended.  I  refer  to  the  ohai^e  of 
"miiog  a  difference  between  the  members  of 
Congress  and  the  citizens  geuerallf,  in  boih 
panting  loans  and  selling  bills  of  eidtange.  It 
IB  believed  it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  mem- 
bers can  obtain  bills  of  exchange  without,  citi- 
zens with  a  premium ;  the  first  ^ve  nominal 
endoraera,  the  others  must  give  two  sufficient 
resident  endorsers."  This,  sir,  has  been  under- 
Btood  by  the  frieuds  of  the  bank  to  refer  to  the 
pay  of  the  members  of  Cohgress,  and  to  repro- 
Date  the  practice  of  the  branab  bank  here  in 
giving  the  members  drafts  on  sncb  parts  of  the 
Union  as  gentlemen  day  deeire.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
r^arded  it  as  a  very  different  charge.  The 
members  were  pmd  by  the  Government,  and 
the  bank  by  its  charter  was  boond  to  transfer 
the  fonds  of  the  Government  to  any  and  every 
part  of  the  Union  where  branches  were  estab- 
lished. He  saw  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
oonrse  whioh  the  bank  in  this  respect  had  pur- 
ened :  but  i^  as  he  had  heard  it  alleged,  the 
bank,  in  its  ordinary  bnsinesa,  discriminated 
between  members  of  Congress  and  citizens, 
drawing  bills  in  favor  of  the  former  upon  any 
part  of  the  Union,  without  a  premium,  while 
the  latter  were  obliged  to  pay  for  similar  ac- 
commodations, he  conld  not  but  regard  it  as 
offensive  in  its  character,  and  snbject  to  ready 
misconstmotjoD.  He  had  beard  this  practice 
epoken  of  ont  of  doors,  and  one  instance  par- 
tumlarly  speoifled.  While  be  (Mr.  B.)  expressed 


his  beli^  that  no  member  of  Congreas  had  ar 
sought  thos  to  avail  himself  of  the  acddeai 
advantage  of  his ^Kisition,  be  deemed  it  nob 
proper  uiat  an  inquiry  sboold  be  made,  Ite 
the  pnblic  migtt  be  informed  of  the  bo,  ^k 
truth  any  snch  discrimination  had  been  inii 
in  the  business  of  this  institatioo. 

Although  entirely  nnwitlinK  to  prokng  da 
discussion,  Mr.  B.  said  he  woiud  notice  sMlsr 
of  the  specified  abuses  of  Ihe^^nk.  Tlie  ]» 
gUBge  of  the  specification  is,  "  anlKidiei  ^ 
loans,  directJy  or  indirectly,  to  ptintcrv,  e&o^ 
and  lawyers,  for  pnrposes  other  than  tite  ngt- 
lar  business  of  the  bank."  This,  Un,aii,iHJ 
Mr.  B.,  has  been  mis^prehended.  It  u  m 
made  a  chai^ against  the  bank,  thft£itdisca^ 
notee  fur  prmteis,  or  for  any  other  cLssicdfi)- 
tens ;  but  the  charge  is,  that  onbeidies  wii'» 
direct  loans  are  made  to  these  claases  of  penM^ 
for  purposes  other  than  its  regolar  bosaes. 

We  know  the  power  of  the  preesL  It  et 
mighty  iever  when  brought  to  bear  nptHtpoUi 
opinion.  Its  inAoeace  may  often  be  oeartj  at- 
siBtlesB,  in  giving  a  direction  to  that  ojuakK 
Now,  sir,  the  chai^  is,  that  the  b&nk  bwiiml 
to  corrupt  and  control  the  press — to  swat  tbi 
editors  and  oonductors  of  pnblic  joomsls,  bj  M 
money  and  its  patronage.  The  charge^  «,■ 
grave  and  important inits  character,  and  dooi 
not  be  made  withont  good  anthonty  to  soita 
it  I  will  not,  sir,  enirese  any  opi&ioo  at  ik 
truth  or  falwty ;  I  will  wiut  for  the  pnoL  I 
have  heard  of  enormons  loans  to  parlieu' 
editors,  upon  nominal  security ;  but  thesnigtci 
~as  loo  delicate  in  its  character  to  aitmd 
-eater  particularity^n  referring  to  iL  Be  lit 
uimseli^  however,  entirely  at  liberty  to  sptA4 
what  had  been  distinctly  averred  in  the  pnl^ 
papers,  add  which  he  Qir.  6.)  had  not  wes  St 
puted  or  contradicted  in  any  one.  He  (Mr.  K) 
referred  to  a  statonent  which  had  recently  bcH 

C'  "ished,  that  seventeen  hnndred  dollars  bl 
paid  by  the  bank  to  certain  printenii 
Philadelphia,  for  publishing  copiea  of  a  repol 
whioh  was  msde  m  this  House  two  years  sidn, 
in  favor  of  rechartering  the  bank.  It  wa 
added,  in  the  statement  referred  to,  that  the  tr 
dividuals  employed  to  print  this  report  wbi^ 
when  so  employed,  the  printers  of  the  oal} 
laper  in  that  city,  adverse  to  the  bank,  Bt 
.lad  ^ven  the  authority  npon  which  he  madi 
this  atalement,  and  conld  not  say  bnt  that  'A 
I  an  entire  fabrioation.  He,  however,  h*i 
seen  it  anywhere  denied.  And,  if  tnie,il 
ht  perhaps  not  Justly  i>e  liable  to  any  aa- 
picion  of  an  improper  design  in  thus  bestoviog 
its  patronage.  He  did  not  Intend,  at  this  tiat, 
to  draw  any  such  inference  from  it.  He,  bov- 
ever,  could  not  forbear  asking  npon  what  piii- 
ciple  the  bank  could  justify  this  expenditure  d 
the  money  of  the  stockholders.  The  CnitiJ 
States  owned  one-fifth  part  of  the  capita]  ftoA. 
Had  they  at  any  time  authorized  such  an  el- 
penditare  of  the  public  funds !  Another  Uni 
proportion  of  tlie  stock,  it  was  said,  wv  ui 
property  of  "  widows  and  otpluuak"     Cpv 
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jotioQ  of  their  maaej  to  Boeb  a  purpose  t 
«port  was  a  ■vstj  able  one,  and  ileaerred  tt 
lioroDgh  penual;  bnt  he  was  not  aware  that 
t  was  at  all  proper  to  diBtribat«  it 
tense  of  the  United  Blst««,  and  of  the  bank 
itockholden.  For  aoght  he  nonld  see,  the  ex- 
Mnditare  woold  have  been  as  well  aathorized 
ty  the  charter,  had  it  been  for  lottery  tickets 
>r  in  a  bet  a)X>n  a  horseraoe.  Such  a  diaboTBe- 
nent  however,  might  not  have  served  aaj 
WD^cial  pnrpoM.  It  might  neither  have 
vgnlated  the  cnrrenoT'  nnr  r^nlated  the  press 
)f  the  oonntry. 

It  appean  to  me^  Btii  Ttr.  B.,  eutjrelf  prefer 
hat  this  inresligation  shonid  take  place,  and  I 
lioald  think  it  might  well  take  a  wider  range 
han  has  been  coiitemphit«d.  I  shonid  be  glad 
X)  leara  npou  what  prinoiplee  the  bank  has 
[overned  itself  in  the  establtahmeDt  of  branches 
n  the  several  Btatee ;  what  objecta  it  has  had 
n  view  in  the  inorease  and  location  of  these 
nstitntioDs,  and  in  the  sdecUon  of  direetors  to 
xintrol  tbem.  The  prominent  arguments  which 
lave  been  urged  in  favor  of  the  national  bank, 
with  power  to  establish  branches,  ore  their 
idetj  aa  plaoee  of  deposit  for  the  national 
Teasnre^  and  that  the;  throw  into  ciroulaHoa 
L  CDrrenc7  of  eqnal  valne  and  common  nse 
ihrongfaont  the  Union.  If  branches  have  been 
wtablished  io  reference  to  these  objects,  I  will 
Mt  pretend  that  the  privileges  conferred  bj  the 
ihaiter  have  lieen,  in  this  respect,  violated. 
Bat  If^  on  the  other  hand,  these  objects  have 
teen  lost  sight  of  in  the  location  of  branches^  if 
iOier  designs  have  been  kept  in  view  in  de- 
adingnpon  such  meaanres,  and  especi^ly,  sir, 
f  branches  have  been  established,  or  directors 
leleeted  with  a  view,  at  this  time,  to  secnre  in- 
luence  in  this  Honse,  snoh  motives,  I  am  satia- 
ied,.  would  ndtber  meet  with  approve]  or 
loleraticn  here ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  with  aa 
mqnalified  condemnation,  both  here  and 
luvnghoat  this  whole  comitry. 

Mr.  Waynx  endeavored  repeatedly  to  obtdn 
9ie  fioor,  with  a  view  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
Lhe  resolation  of  'Mr.  Gi.ATTon' ;  bat 

Mr.  Bill,  of  Tennessee,  aaid,  I  intended  to 
liave  voted  for  the  reeolotioo  submitted  by  the 
^Dtleman  from  Georgia,  before  the  friends  of 
die  bank  generally  manifested  their  acquies- 
cence in  the  proprietj  of  yielding  to  the  in^iry. 
[  considered  snch  an  investigation  of  the  aOaira 
yt  the  bank  as  was  proposed,  not  only  proper 
uid  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
XMDtry  in  regard  to  its  true  condition,  bnt  it 
ippeared  to  me  to  be  peculiarly  proper  that  the 
nqalry  diootd  be  institnted,  as,  nnaer  the  eir- 
mmstaoces  of  the  demand  of  a  committee,  sns- 
>ldons  of  abnsee  in  the  management  of  the 
Mnk,  injnriam  to  ita  character  and  asefalneaa, 
nost  have  been  the  consequence  of  a  refhsal  of 
iie  invQstigatioa.  If  the  propcmtlon  for  the 
aqniry  bad  been  sabmltted  without  any  alle- 
ntion  of  actoal  abuses,  npon  reflection,  I  am 
iiqiosed  to  think  the  precedent  that  would  b« 


established  by  aooeding  to  it,  as  highly  ogefal 
and  proper  in  snch  a  case.  I  am  of  the  omnion 
expreseed  by  the  genUeman  from  New  York, 
(itr.  BtABDSLiY,)  that  snch  an  inquiry  aa  is 
now  proposed  should  precede  every  renewal  t^ 
snch  an  iustitntion.  In  an  afijur  of  sach  general 
and  diverae  interests,  nothing  should  be  taken 
open  tlie  repreeentatioDB  of  those  who  have,  or 
may  be  supposed  to  have,  an  interest  either  in 
withholding  any  material  information,  or  of 
giving  a  f^se  coloring  to  ench  as  they  might 
think  proper  to  afford.  Besides,  under  all  the 
circnmst^oes,  to  assure  the  publio  oonfidenoe^ 
and  to  vindicate  this  House  itself,  should  it  pro- 
ceed to  vote  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  at  the  present  session,  from  any  imputa- 
tion of  nndue  influencee,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  most  nnreeerrcd  opportnnity  shonid  bo 
^ven  to  the  enemies  of  the  bank  of  exploriiu 
its  most  secret  affurs,  should  they  require  anoS 
a  privilege.  The  slightest  shade  of  snipidoa 
which  may  rest  upon  it,  from  whatever  causa 
produced,  should  be  removed,  by  yielding  a 
ready  aoqnieaoenoe  to  the  most  rigid  scmtiny  in 
the  power  of  the  opponents  of  the  bank  to 
devise.  I  would  have  supported  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  npou  an- 
other ground,  without  any  design  to  prejudlcft 
the  interesta  of  the  bank.  If  there  are  any  con- 
cealed transactions  of  the  bank  of  a  reprehen- 
sible character,  or  any  abases  of  the  privileges 
conferred  upon  it,  not  known  to  the  public,  it 
is  of  importance  that  they  should  be  brought  to 
light,  in  order  that  they  may  be  guarded  against 
or  prevented  in  future,  by  the  terms  of  any  new 
charter  of  the  same,  or  of  a  similar  institution, 
which  may  be  granted ;  for  I  ooosider  that  if 
all  the  chu'geB  brought  agunst  the  bank  by  the 
gentieman  from  Georgia  uioald  be  CBtablished, 
tiiey  would  still  not  be  oonclnsive  against  the 
reoharter  of  the  same  bank,  or  of  a  new  one. 
They  would  only  go  to  demonstrate  the  pro- 
priety and  neceedty  of  exercising  the  greatest 
circumspection  and  vigilance  in  settmig  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  a  new  charter.  They 
would,  at  most,  amount  to  nothing  more  than 
argnmenta  addressed  to  the  oonsideration  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  public,  and  their  probable 
recurrence  would  remun  to  l>e  weighed  agunat 
the  pnblio  convenience  and  utility  of  any  auoh 
institotion. 

I  would  not  have  voted  for  the  resolution  of 
the  geatieman  from  Geor^a,  for  the  purpose  of 
defeating  tiie  final  action  of  Oongrees  upon  the 
bank  qaestion  at  the  present  session,  as  has 
been  alleged  to  be  the  probable  motive  of  some 
who  were  inclined  to  uvor  the  proposition  for 
Inqniry.  I  would  have  considered  snch  a 
coarse  as  wholly  indefensible.  But,  air,  when 
the  qnestion  shfUl  arise  upon  the  bill  reported 
by  tue  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  desire 
it  may  now  be  diatioctiy  understood  that  I  shall 
be  in  favor  of  the  postponement  of  the  snbject 
to  a  period  beyond  the  term  of  the  presAnt  Con- 
green;  and  aa  a  motive  baa  already  been 
ascribed  to  tboie  who  fovored  a  postpcHieinait 
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of  the  m^  qDMdoD,  I  feel  it  due  to  mjaelf  to 
replj  to  anoh  eaggeBlions  as  have  been  tbiu 
thrown  oat  with  the  apparent  iuteotion  of 
denoQiK^g  in  advance  anj  movement  for  that 
pnrpoae. 

I  hold  that  onj  motive  which  is  fit  to  be 
acted  upon  bj  onv  member  of  this  Eonse,  ia  fit 
also  to  be  avowed,  and  T,  for  one,  will  not  omit 
to  avow  the  motives  which  govern  me  apon 
this  qaestion.  I  am  willing  that  it  shall  be 
decided  \ij  those  to  whom  I  am  directly  respon- 
^bls  for  mj  course  here,  and  bj  all  honorable 
men,  whose  good  opinion  I  hope  I  shall  always 
seek  to  desire,  whether,  in  the  course  I  shall 


MHial  and  le^slative  action,  which  becomes  a 


More  has  already  been  said,  and  slill  r 
may  have  been  'felt,  than  1  consider  neces 

or  even  proper,  respecting  the  connection  w 

is  supposed  or  alleged  to  exist  between  the 
decision  of  this  question  at  the  present  session 
of  OoDgress,  and  the  pending  Preridentisl  elec- 
tion. I  admit  the  truth  of  the  proposition  to 
the  Mlest  extent,  that  qnestions  of  great  public 
interest  sliould  not  yidd  or  be  postponed  on 
the  ground  of  any  probable  effect  their  decision 
may  have  upon  the  elevation  of  one  man  or 
another  to  mere  place  or  power.  I  trust  that  I 
do,  and  I  confidently  hope  I  ever  shall,  feel  an 
unmixed  indifference,  and  even  contempt,  for 
that  sort  of  partisan  teal  and  ansiety  wluch  is 
sometimes  exhibited  in  the  elections  of  the  high 
ofBcers  of  the  Qovemment,  and  which  have  no 
higher  or  more  patriotic  objects  in  view,  than 
to  secure  the  possesMon  and  control  of  the  sub- 
ordinate  offices  of  the  Government,  with  their 
attendant  amolnments ;  yet,  sir,  I  do  not  fear 
to  avow,  in  the  present  case,  whatever  might 
be  the  importance  to  the  pnbtic  interests,  that 
this  qnestion  should  be  settled  now ;  that  i^  in 
my  jndgment,  there  were  qnoetions  and  inter- 
ests of  still  greater  msgnitade — questions  and 
interests  connected  with  the  permanent  well- 
being  of  this  numerous  and  free  people,  which 
would  be  endangered  by  the  action  of  Congress 
apon  the  question  of  the  bank  at  the  present 
session  of  Congtesa,  I  would  not  hesitate  to 
make  that  the  gronnd  of  oppo^tion  to  it.  In 
all  snch  cases  of  conflicting  interests  and  olgjeots, 
I  wonld  feel  it  my  duty  to  adhere  to  those 
which  I  regarded  as  the  paraniount  ones,  I 
wonld  so  regulate  my  condnot  in  the  present 
case,  if  I  considered  it  of  such  a  nature.  I  feel 
the  difflonlty  of  taking  the  conrse  I  shall  Uike, 
without  subjecting  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
acting  upon  this  principle,  in  the  present 
instance  j  but  I  will  leave  it  to  be  inferred 
from  the  ground  I  shall  presently  stete,  whether 
there  are  not  sufficient  wid  cogent  reasons  for 
the  postponement  of  this  qnestion,  of  a  different 
kina ;  and  whether,  if  any  interest  is  to  suffer  by 
acting  upon  this  subject  no  w,  it  ia  the  bank  inter- 
est, or  any  one  of  equal  or  greater  importance. 


As  to  the  propriety  of  rech«rte>iiuilKlMi,[ 
will  say  that  I  am  friendly  to  us  psEct  d 
giving  to,  or  of  maintuning  tlie  exeieiatefti 
power  of  this  Governmeut,  of 
a  corrective  to  a  vitiated,  ezoesave,  ar 
tug  ourrency ;  and  I  hope  that  the  {aapoaaa 
to  recharter  the  present  bonk  will  aasnw  ad 
a  sha{>e,  that  I  can  zive  m;  vote  in  bus  4i, 
I  am  of  opinion  Lost  it  is  importuL  if  M 
essential,  to  the  safe  and  eoononucsl  sdsii- 
tration  of  the  public  revenoe  that  this  Gene 
ment  should  poseoss  snch  a  power;  asd  la 
not  prepared  to  admit  that,'  under  the  emd* 
tion,  this  Government  may  not,  upcxi  scat  ^ 
principle,  employ  its  own  citizens  as  iu  tns 
and  auxiliaries  in  the  management  of  ik  U 
concerns,  and,  at  the  same  time,  ccMfeA 
with  it  in  exercising  asalutAry  oonticl oia'dl 
general  currency,  upon  a  sound  state  itf  vU 
all  most  admit  the  financial  reeonrees  d  dt 
conntry  must  always  great] j  depend  Iii 
go  flirtiicr,  and  say  Uial  I  think  the  pnbGc  i» 
venience  and  interest  wonld  be  greatly  ^ 
salted  in  contiuning  the  employment  d  ^ 
capital  now  vested  and  iu  eireniation,  i^a 
oroanized  plan  for  the  purpose  of  effectitftks 
objects.  But  still  entertuaing  these  apim 
and  views,  as  I  do,  I  cannot  Admit  the  dortnl 
that  a  bank  is  the  chief  end  of  the  GovemKa 
that  every  sound  maxim  or  principle  iM 
should  govern  the  legislation  of  Co^gI«s^dMll 
give  way,  in  order  to  secure  the  hwefilssf  d> 


f  resent  one.  I  beg  to  be  anderstood,  ii  st* 
have  Bud  of  the  principlee  wbiNi  ikdl 
govern  Cougres^  as  not  alluding  to  snj  bcdriil 
which  this  question  may  have  upon  the  Fns- 
dential  election.  I  will  expl^n,  beftiR  1  fcn 
done,  to  what  I  allude. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  state  the  gnxni 
upon  which  I  think  the  question  oC  the  rtcb.'' 
toring  of  the  bai^  should  be  postpone^  1  il 
make  some  remarks,  as  I  intended,  ui  neat  * 
address  the  House,  npon  what  has  been  thron 
out  in  the  course  of  this  debate  in  relatioti  a 
the  opinions  of  (he  Preadent  npon  this  sntji^ 
I  am  not  respionaible  for  the  introdnctioii  o 
this  topic  into  this  debate.  It  has  been  broi^ 
into  the  discns^on  by  others ;  and  what  I  wl 
say,  I  consider  proper  only  in  the  way  of  repli 
Gentlemen  of  both  sides  of  this  questioD  bin 
tiiought  proper  to  give  their  own  versiwL*  * 
the  views  of  the  President,  commuDicaUd  v> 
Congress  in  his  public  Uesaages.  On  one  sd^ 
genUemen  infer  from  the  written  commmiif*- 
tions  of  the  President  to  this  House,  that  Uto 
expressed  an  opinion  decided  and  uiialtc*io| 
against  the  bank,  or,  in  other  words,  th*  » 
stands  committed  agwnst  it,  in  whateTcr  sh^ 
form  a  proposition  for  rechartering  il  WI 
me;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  odergeWt 
in  contend  that  he  has  referred  the  vli* 
matter  to  Congress,  in  such  terms  as  to  \wt  * 
ground  to  doubt  but  that  he  wiH  sanctloo  W 
bill  which  ConBress  may  present  f(*  hi*  ^ 
provaL  Now,  sir,  no  doubt  gentlemwi  sr*  s*" 
'the  e^>readoa  of  their  oinnkoe,  ^ 
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this  BQbJeot,  alchon^b  both  sides  d«a]  !n  ei- 
tt«mea,  Nid  the  podtjon  taken  bj  neither  la 
true.  I  ieaj  that  there  is  sdj  fair  or  reason- 
able pretext  discoverable  either  in  the  language 
or  sentiment  of  the  Ueesages  of  the  President 
Tor  this  great  diversitr  of  miinion  as  to  what 
he  has  oommnnicatea  to  dongrew  upon  this 
mljeot,  The  candid  and  impartial  inqnirer 
nnst  admit  that  the  langnage  emplojed  is  not 
MDiTocal  or  oracolar.  That  two  opinions,  so 
l&eotl?  opposed  to  each  other,  should  exist,  as 
Bo  the  trae  import  of  the  several  passages  in  tlie 
ICesMges  of  the  President  upon  the  subjeot  of 
She  bank,  can  only  be  acoonnted  for  by  the 
liverrit;  of  the  feelings  and  interests  of  those 
irho  differ  bo  widelj.  I  hare  the  Uessages 
Iwfore  me ;  I  have  considered  them  carefaUj, 
tnd  I  find  no  warrant  for  either  of  the  opposite 
nndnaions  which  gentlemen  have  drawn  from 
ihem.  That  the  Prendent  has  openly,  and 
Hearlew  of  conseqnencea,  braved  the  opposition 
>f  all  those  who  are  so  prosoriptire  m  tbeir 
lieelinga  npon  this  subject — who  are  bo  exotn- 
dvelr  devoted  t«  the  interests  connected  with 
ihe  hank,  that  thej  cannot  sustain  or  conn- 
lenanoe  anjr  pnblic  man  who  ventures  to  differ 
irith  them  as  to  the  amonnt  of  the  beneflta  the 
jank  has  conferred  npon  the  conntry,  or  who 
Jan  see  any  constitational  olyection  to  the  bank 
tB  at  present  OTganlied,  is  not,  and  cannot  he 
mntroverted.  That,  admitting  the  expediency 
if  some  institution  of  the  kind,  the  P^^dent, 
br  himself,  wonld  prefer  one  organized  npon  a 
rerj  different  plan  train  the  present  one,  is 
tqoally  clear ;  but  that  he  has  on  one  side  or 
)be  other  intended  to  commit  himself  or  that 
le  has,  in  fact,  committed  himself  upon  the 
|Destion  of  rechartering  the  present  bank,  with 
mine  modiflcationa  of  its  present  charter  as  may 
>o  proposed.  I  deny.  I  mMntan  that  in  all  hie 
>ommnnicat3ons  to  this  Honse  npon  this  subject, 
le  has  manifested  a  due  and  re^ectAi]  deference 
'or  the  opinion  of  the  people,  formed  npon  snf- 
icient  eonsderation,  and  deliberately  eipressed 
diroog^  their  oonstitated  organs ;  and  uiat  he 
las  clearly  reserved  to  lumsetf,  as  he  onght,  the 
irivilege  of  determining  his  final  action  npon 
:he  snbject,  nnder  all  the  drcnmstances  of  the 
jaae  and  of  the  country,  when  a  bill  shall  be 
>reaeiited  to  him  for  his  approval  or  rejectit 
Pbia  is  my  Judgment  npon  the  several  passa^ 
n  be  fbnnd  in  the  President's  Ueesages  tipon 
Ills  snbject,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any 

Sntleman  is  anthoriied  to  speak  of  the  views  of 
B  President  ftarther  than  he  has  thought  pr(n>ei 
o  (Usctose  them  in  his  Heeoages.  Sir,  when 
be  Prarident  shall  be  called  to  act  finally  upon 
Ilia  qnestion,  that  he  will  do  so  nnder  a  full  and 
olemn  sense  of  bis  responsibility  to  the  conntry 
—npon  a  deliberate  consideration  of  all  the 
[reat  ioteresla  coDoeeted  with  tho  question, 
ind  in  perfect  consistency  with  his  own  char- 
loter,  l  do  not  donbt, 

A  loDK  contest  now  aro«^  as  to  the  fact 
rhether  Mr.  Boor  had  or  had  not  withdrawn 
lia  amendment,  (whkA  propoMd  tlutt  the  Ck>m- 
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mittee  of  Inveatjgation  should  oonBist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  appointed  by  ballot.)  Mr.  B. 
insisted  that  he  had  not  withdrawn  it :  Mx, 
Watbb  that  he  had.  After  a  very  desoltory 
conversation,  it  was  decided  by  the  Chur  tb^ 
the  amendment  bad  not  been  withdrawn ;  and 
the  question  was,  therenpon,  propounded  np<ni 

Mr.  Root  called  forthe  yeasandnsys.    Th^ 
were  taken  accordingly,  and  stood — yeas  88, 
naya  OS- 
Bo  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Watbe  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Saelttd,  Thkt  a  Beleet  Committee  be  appointed 
to  meet  In  tbe  recess  of  Congreaa,  to  Inspect  the 
books  uid  exunine  into  the  proceedings  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  to  report  by  the 
third  Monday  in  December  next  whnther  any  pro- 
TisioEU  nf  the  chirter  bare  beeo  nolated,  and  par- 
ticularly such  Tiolations  of  the  chaHer  as  may  have 
been  made  since  tbe  ISth  day  of  January,  1819; 
and  also  to  report  eapeoially  whether  the  said  bank 
has,  at  any  time,  aud  to  what  amount,  issued  any 
bins,  notes,  or  drafts,  to  be  drculated  as  currency, 
contrary  to,  or  evaidve  of,  the  provivons  of  Sla 
charter;  whether  the  said  bank  has,  (Urectly  or  in- 
directly, dealt  or  traded  in  any  thing  except  blils 
of  exchaoge,  gold  or  rilver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of 
goods  ret^y  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent,  and 
not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  which  have 
been  the  proceeds  of  its  Uiidi;  whetber  the  said 
bank  has  directly  or  indirectly  chaiged  or  reoeiTed 
for  or  upon  its  discounts  and  loans,  from  the  time 
tbe  same  were  made  uotil  SiuUlj  repaid,  more  than 
at  tbe  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum ;  whether 
tbe  said  bank  has  had  or  owned,  or  has  or  owns, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditunents,  except  such 
as  are  requisite  for  Its  immediate  accommodatJon 
in  relation  t«  tbe  cooTentent  transaction  of  bu^ 
ness,  and  such  as  hare  been  bonajldt  mortgaged  to 
it  by  way  of  aecurtty,  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satlsbo- 
tion  of  debts  pravioiuly  eontracted  in  the  couise  of 
its  deaUngs,  or  purchssed  at  sales  upon  Jgdgmeuts 
which  had  been  obtained  for  sucb  debts.  And  also 
to  report  the  amount  and  kinds  of  specie  and  bnt 
lion  imported  into  the  United  States  by  the  l)auk, 
the  cost  of  the  same,  and  tbe  arnngemeata  for  pro- 
curing it  1  the  amoont  of  specie  exported  by  the 
tiank,  and  for  what  objects,  and  the  amount  sold 
by  the  \»Dk  for  a  premium,  or  upon  diseonnted  pa- 
per and  a  premium,  for  eiportatlon;  the  amount 
of  specie  fumisbed  by  tbe  bank  to  any  department 
of  Goremment,  and  at  what  preminma,  wi^  a  re- 
port of  the  amounts  of  specie  received  or  drawn  by 
tbe  bank  from  Incorporaled  bonks  in  the  Stata^ 
and  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  amount  of 
bills,  notes,  or  checksof  the  Ststeoanks,  and  of  the 
banks  in  the  DEstriet  of  Colnmblo,  acquired  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  dlstin- 
ruishing  the  amounts  fiom  each,  and  the  manner 
the  same  were  acquired ;  the  manner  in  which  aald 
notes,  tulla,  or  cheeks  have  bean  redeemed  by  said 
bonks  from  week  to  weeic,  or  at  other  intemla,  as 
Bar  hove  been  stipuloted  betweeu  tit*  Bonk  of  the 
Umled  States  and  such  bonks,  showing  the  con- 
tracts with  each  for  the  redempUon  of  the  notes  or 
Idna  of  each,  and  tlie  amounts  of  blereat  severally 
odd  by  s^d  banks  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  upon  the  UBs,  notes,  or  checks  held  by  " 
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b>nk  1  the  8umB  loued  bj  tbe  Bulk  of  the  Uniled 
SUUa  to  Sute  banb,  uid  to  buiki  b  the  DUtrict 
of  (Colombia,  the  laterMt  upon  tbe  nne,  mod  in 
vhat  inkaaer  tbe  «une  were  repaid,  with  a  report 
of  tbe  profit  received  or  made  by  the  baok,  b  j  pre- 
uiunu  upon  foreign  and  domestic  eicluuige,  and 
the  rate*  of  eieham  eM«bIiihed  b j  laid  banlt  from 
time  to  time,  muJ  iftbe  nun  bare  been  fixed  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  codim  of  trade ;  mith  a  report  of 
iU  deilioga  in  foreign  exdunge  on  i(e  owd  bills, 
Mid  at  what  latea,  and  with  guob  ai  liava  been 
bought  bj  the  bank  (torn  individuals,  oopartner- 
abipa,  or  incorporated  oompanies,  and  the  ad- 
Tancea  charged  upon  the  salra  of  tbe  same;  with  a 
report  of  the  lasuea  of  post  nolea,  or  notes  pajable 
to  order,  ieeaed  by  the  bank,  the  withdrawal  or  re- 
demption of  the  lame,  and  of  checki  drawn,  and  at 
what  rates  aold ;  with  a  report  of  tbe  foods  of  the 
United  Stktee  reoeiTod  on  depodt  bj  the  Buik  of 
the  United  States  and  iu  branches,  dlstinguiaUag 
the  same  as  to  dme  aod  auoonta,  of  tht  auma  trans- 
Biitl«db7tbebaiikfbrUH00TenimeDt,and  to  what 
placet,  the  timei  when  done,  the  modea  of  transfer, 
and  the  coit,  if  any,  to  the  bank,  for  doing  the 
same,  and  wliether  tjie  nme  has  not  been  done, 
and  i^Ten  a  profit  to  the  bank ;  widi  a  i«port  of 
the  profits  made  by  the  bank  by  discoonts  and  ex- 
change upon  Goreroment  deponta,  and  of  tlie  loam 
made  by  the  Bank  of  the  Ucdted  States  to  the  Gdt- 
emment  of  moneys  advanced  to  tbe  OoTemment, 
or  to  either  of  its  departments,  and  the  interest  or 
premiums  pidd  by  tbe  Government  for  such  loans 
or  adruices ;  with  a  report  of  Uie  different  kinds 
«f  stock  pledged  to,  or  »t  any  time  owned  by,  the 
bank,  in  any  other  buk,  or  incorporated  eompMy, 
rallroftd  or  oaaal  company,  panjonlarly  distinguish- 
ing how  the  same  wh  aoqalred  and  parted  with, 
and  of  the  soms  loaned  to,  or  advanced  or  given  to, 
any  Incorporated  or  nnincorpor«Ud  railroad  or 
eanal  company,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  same 
were  made,  and  the  inducement  for  ahy  donations 
which  may  have  been  made,  and  the  authority  of 
tile  baok  in  tbe  charter  for  doing  the  same.  Also, 
to  report  if  any  and  which  of  the  branchea  of  the 
(aid  bank  have  been  unproductive  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  them,  and  what  sslariea  have  been 
given  to  tie  officers  of  euch  unproduolive  branches, 
and  the  amouats  or  kinds  of  bills  or  notes,  and 
where  payable,  which  the  bank  has,  from  time  to 
Ume,  transmitted  to  Its  brancbes. 
'  That  the  said  committee  have  le«ve  to  meet  In 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remain  there  as 
long  as  may  be  neoessary ;  that  they  shall  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  requisite  cleriu,  the  expense  of  which 
■ball  be  audited  and  allowed  by  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  and  paid  oat  of  the  contingent  fond  of 
the  House. 


Fbtoat,  Msrcit  9, 
(hmmodon  JJteatw't  Stin, 
The  biS  was  farther  debatod  b;  Ur.  Suss 
and  Ur.  Btmo,  wLo  both  were  opposed  to  the 
amendment  ofiered  on  Satord^  last  by  Ur. 
Dayu,  of  Uasaaohagetta,  and  addretaed  the 
EoQBe  at  length  ia  support  of  their  rospeotive 

Ur.  DioKBos  moved  to  ertrike  out  the  enaot~ 
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ing  claose  of  tbe  bill,  (which  Biuoniita  to  ib !» 
jection,)  but  the  motion  w«a  negatiTed-^cH 
ea^aye  70, 

The  committee  roM,  and  reported  tbe  hil  k 
the  HoDse  without  amendment. 

Ur,  ]}A\a  moved  the  same  aioendnMatb 
had  previonslj  offered  in  Committee  of  ^ 
Whole ;  r^ected— yeas  78,  nays  109. 

Ur.  PuBox  moved  the  amendiaegt  he  hi 
formerly  proposed,  also  r^ected — jeaa  80^  wtp 
Bfi. 

The  qnestioD  was  taken  on  ^  _ . 

of  the  bill,  aod  it  was  decided  as  fbUowi 

Tias Ueasra.  Adams,  Adair,  Aaderioa,  ink- 
er, Barringer,  James  Bates,  BeU,  Boock,  Bm4 
Briggs,  J,  Brodbead,  J.  C.  Brodbead,  BsU, 
Cambreleng,  Carson,  Chinn,  Clay,  CoUiCT,  L  C» 
diet,  S.  Condit,  Corwin,  Coulter,  cW^  Dam 
Dearborn,  Denny,  Donbleday,  Drvytoo,  J.  InM, 
K  Everett,  J'ord,  (Elmore,  Oordon,  Heiater,  B^i^ 
Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Ibric,  Iwi^ 
Jarvls,  Jenifer,  B.  H.  Johnson,  Care  Tiiliiasi  C 
C.  JohDBton,  Kavanagh,  H.  King,  Ken,  14 
Lewis,  UcCuly,  HcDuffie,  Hclntire,  McKtam. 
Hercer,  UilUgan,  Huhleoberg,  Pendleton,  PiaM 
Pitcher,  Polk,  E.  C.  Beed,  Smith,  Sonic,  Spdfk. 
StepbeoB,  F.  Thomas,  P.  Thomu,  Vaf^sBk, 
Washington,  Waimough,  Wayne,  Wedu,  C  t 
WhiM,  B.  D.  White,  WickWTe— 78. 

Nats. — Uesan.  C.  Allan,  Alliaoo,  AmmtnK  i^ 
nold,  Asbley,  Babcock,  Banks,  K.  BubK,  J.  ^ 
Barbour,  B&rnwell,  Baratow,  Beardaley,  BtithM, 
Junes  Blair,  John  Blair,  Burd,  Cafaoon,  Ce^ 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Coke,  Conner,  £.  Cook^  K 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creigh ton.  Ihiiil 
Davenport,  J.  Davis,  Dewart,  DickHOD,  Doddrid(i 
Duncan,  Ellswor^  O.  Brans,  H.  Everett,  IMa, 
Foster,  Grennell.  Grfffln,  T.  H.  Hall,  W.  HA 
Hammons,  Harper,  Bawes,  Hodges,  Hogfiea,  Bi* 
ington,  Irvtn,  Jewett,  Kendall,  J.  King,  hum. 
Lanriog,  Leavttt,  Leoompte,  Lyon,  liana,  Haidil 
Uarshdl,  Uaiwefl.  W.  HoCoy,  B.  HeCoy,  HcEsr. 
T.  B.  Uitcbell,  Newnan,  Pearee,  Potta^  J.  B^ 
Benober,  Root,  Bass^  W.  B.  Sbepaid,  A.  & 
Shepptrd,  aiade,  Sontbard,  Spenoe,  Slaabea^ 
Slandifer,  Stone,  Taylor,  J.  Thompaon,  ToaqUs^ 
Tracy,  Tance,  Yintou,  Wardwell,  Wbede^  1 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  Totmg— 86. 

Bo  the  biU  was  r^ected. 


UoHSAT,  Uarcfa  IS. 


The  Hoose  reaimied  the  otmrideratioB  of  Ifc 
Clattoh'b  reaolnUon,  blether  with  Ur.  Boot^ 
amendment,  [which  was  Teoonudet«d  Hank  1^ 
to  appoint  the  oommittee  by  baUoL 

Mr,  Blaib,  of  Sonth  Oaiollna,  said:  U  di 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  YedL 
is  adopted,  it  will  be  carried  by  the  too  ^ 
those  friendly  to  the  bank.  The  same  ncr 
bera  will  then  hand  in  thtur  folded  ticketi,  vi 
elect  a  oommittee,  the  m^rity  of  whom,  U'M 
the  whole,  will  be  in  avor  of  reai«wing  ik 
charter,  and  friendly  to  the  bank ;  and  thMia- 
Btitntdon  will  have  Dothlog  to  j^pnhaod  bM 
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lie  resnit  of  their  inqoiriea.  We  will  see  «i- 
libited  the  absord  fiirce  of  the  accased  sitting 
D  Jodgmeat  npon  its  own  trial,  or  rather  de- 
liding  whether  it  will  sobmit  to  be  tried  oven 
17  its  own  particDlar  Mends.  Yes,  Bir,  g^d 
■r.  B.,  til  thiB  will  be  done,  and  the  American 
leople  will  be  left  to  guesa  at  the  agents  bf 
chom  it  is  effected.  Tfaej  will  be  left  to  sQesa 
it  the  names  of  those  who  have  constitntea  the 
lank  the  sole  jndge  in  its  own  caose.  A  com- 
nittee  friendfj  to  the  bulk,  and  disposed  to 
creen  the  malversationa  of  its  officers,  will  be 
elected  bj  on  agency  perfectly  IrrMponBthle, 
tecanse  noknown  to  tne  people.  How,  sir, 
aid  Hr.  B.,  I  wonld  ask,  is  this  the  conrse  of 
lonscionB  rectitnde  and  imiocenoe  t  Is  this  the 
lonrae  an  honorable,  high-minded  indiridaal 
roold  poraae,  when  his  offlcisl  character  has 
leen  implicatM  and  slandered  t  Would  he  not 
Dstantly  demand  a  court  of  inqmry,  and,  in- 
tead  of  shnmung,- wonld  he  not  conrt  investi- 
FBtion  t  Finally,  he  would  ask  the  friends  of 
he  Institution  themselvea,  if  they  coold  hope  to 
lostain  ita  character  and  credit  with  the  Atneri- 
lan  people,  by  shielding  it  fWim  a  fhll,  a  ftee, 
lod  rigid  eiamination  of  Its  condition,  and  of 
til  its  transactions,  by  a  committee  that  has 
10  motive  to  paUiat«  delinqnenciee,  or  to  doak 
nisdemeanors. 

]£r.  Etikbtt,  of  Uasaachnaetta,  said ;  I  am 
n  bvor  of  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
lemau  from  Kew  York,  (Mr.  Boor,)  and  will 
iriefly  state  my  reasons.  It  has  been  too 
readily  taken  for  granted,  becanse  this  inauiry 
■  moved  by  a  gentleman  avowedly  hostile  to 
:he  bank,  that  therefore  the  parliamentary  role 
requires  that  the  committee  anonld  be  Dnmend- 

ito  the  institntion.  I  do  not  so  nnderstand 
e  rule ;  I  admit  that  the  committee  ooght  to 
)e  friendly  to  the  inquiry ;  that  is  to  say,  willing 
n  take  it  up  and  carry  it  through,  in  good  &ith, 
wt  becanae  there  is  any  pariiamentary  rule  to 
this  effect,  but  becanse  common  sense  roqnires 
it;  because  it  cannot  even  be  supposed  that  a 
committee  will  mft  cheerinlly  and  conscien- 
^onsly  perform  a  doty  introsted  to  them  by 
Lhe  Honse.  There  is  no  meaning  in  the  propo- 
rtion of  a  committee  friendly  to  the  inquiry, 
int  this — acommitteefnendly  todoingtbedtity 
injoined  npon  it. 

But  of  those  in  bvor  of  the  inqniry,  under 
he  present  cironmstances,  there  are  two  classes : 
no  such  as  are  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  think 
die  inqnii;  will  result  in  exonerating  the  bank 


Tavor  of  institntlDg  the  inqniry,  as  certain  to 
lead  to  delay,  and  likely,  in  their  Judgmeotj  to 
result  in  the  destruction  of  the  institution. 
(fow,  I  maintain  that,  as  &r  as  the  parliament- 
irj  rule  alluded  to  refers  at  all  to  the  case,  it 
lemands  that  this  inqniry  should  be  committed 
to  persons  of  the  former  and  not  of  the  latter 
slass  ;  to  the  fViends  and  not  the  enemies  of  the 
institntion.  That  rule  refers  to  the  disposition 
to  be  made  of  bills  before  the  House,  and  what 


[ae 


is  It !  It  is  liud  down  in  the  Manual  as  follows : 
"Those  whotskeexceptionstoeomeparttoiilars 
of  the  bill  are  to  be  of  the  committee:  but 
none  who  speak  direcUy  against  the  body  of 
the  bill.  For  he  that  would  totally  dextroy, 
will  cot  amend;  or,  as  is  svd,  the  diild  is  not 
to  be  put  to  a  curse  that  cares  not  for  it.  It  is 
therefore  a  coaiant  rule  that  no  man  is  to  be 
employed  in  si?  matter  who  has  declared  him- 
seliagainstit."  The  rnle  even  goes  so  far  as  to 
require  that  "  when  any  membN"  who  is  against 
the  bill  hears  himself  named  of  ita  committee, 
he  ought  to  ask  to  be  excused." 

Can  any  thing  be  clearer  than  this,  as  &r  as 
the  rnle  goes!  Can  we  stand  on  any  saoh  nar- 
row ground  as  that  inquiry,  which  is  only  the 
acting  of  the  committee  m  obedience  to  the 
House— is  the  thing  to  which  the  committee 
is  to  be  friendly  t  Certainly  noL  We  must 
look  to  the  snt>stance.  The  matter  in  hand  ia 
the  bank.  The  bill  is  the  bill  rechsrtering  the 
bank ;  the  bill  now  on  the  table.  Every  Kea- 
tleman  who  has  spoken  to  this  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, has  spoken  as  directly  to  Uiat  bill  a*  if 
it  were  nonunally  before  the  House,  I  am  even 
of  the  opinion  that  the  present  motion,  for  this  . 
very  reason,  is  not  strictly  in  order ;  and  that 
if  inqniry  be  deemed  necessary,  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  move  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honsej  and  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  mquire,  to  a  staad- 
ing  or  a  Select  Committee.  This,  I  take  it,  is 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  parliamentary  rule, 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much.    At  the  same 


ture.  I  do  not  claim  the  benefit  of  this  inter- 
pretation, dear  as  it  is,  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  As  a  teohnical 
parliamentary  rnle,  I  believe  that  usage  restriota 
it  to  matters  of  a  more  private  character.  The 
rechartering  of  the  hank  is  a  large  question, 
interesting  to  the  whole  oonntry,  connected  with 
its  great  interests,  wearing,  in  some  respeata,  a 
political  aspect,  and  standing  far  above  the  dass 
of  mere  business  matters,  to  which  the  rule  ia 
generally  onderstood  to  ^ply.  But  I  proceed 
on  Ear  broader  grounds  than  those  of  technical 
role,  in  requiring  that  the  connntttee  shonld 
not  be  hostile  to  the  eristenee  of  the  institution 
— the  grounds  of  oommon  Jostioe  and  common 

Analdgoufl  oasea  have  been  ui^^  uptmus. 
It  has  b^n  asked  whst  we  should  think  of  an 
officer  of  this  House,  or  of  the  Government, 
who,  if  grave  charges  were  made  ag^nst  him, 
should  insist  that  the  investigation  ahonld  be 
made  by  persons  opposed  to  having  the  matter 
inqnired  mto.  The  case  is  idly  put ;  for  it  is 
not  a  possible  sappoaltion  that  any  innocent 
man,  gainst  whom  grave  charges  are  made, 
shoald  be  unwilling  thM  thoy  shonld  beinveeti- 
gated ;  and  every  man  is  held  innocent  till  ha 
is  found  to  be  guilty.  But  this  inqniry  is  moved 
by  persons  who  think  that,  whether  the  bank 
is  innocent  or  not  in  the  matter  inqdred  into^ 
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It  ought  to  be  broken  dovn.  And  if  genUemen 
TiBh  for  aa  aiulogoiu  case,  what  would  thej 
think  of  committiiig  the  investigfttion  into 
chuges  preferred  against  an  officer  of  the 
Eonse,  or  of  the  QoTemment,  to  peraona  who 
had  not  only  declared  their  minds  made  np  in 
ri^ard  to  ^  the  mattera  to  be  invegtigdted, 
bat  bad  avowed  the  opinion^hat,  whether 
gniltj  or  innocent,  he  ought  tAe  deprived  of 
office,  and  eves  life  ?  Geotleineii  t«U  ns  the 
bonk  ia  cormpt ;  that  it  is  broken,  and  unable 
to  wj  ita  debts ;  and  that  it  has  been  conducted 
tn  Uie  most  dishonorable  and  fraudulent  manner ; 
that  it  is  A  great  and  oppressive  evil,  a  curse  to 
the  0ODiitr7 ;  and,  finaUy,  anconstitutional ; 
and  then  politelj  aak  the  mt^orit;  of  this 
House,  who  are  friendly  to  it,  to  ^ve  them,  its 
pledged  enemies,  the  control  of  this  committee, 
avowedly  to  be  nsed  for  the  purposes  of  delay, 
and,  if  poadble,forthoseof  destmction.  Would 
■nob  a  proposition  between  man  &nd  man  be 
thought  ooQsonant  to  the  rules  of  equi^  t 

This  demand  for  a  hostile  committee  is  new ; 
it  is  not  A  fortnisht  old.  The  memorial  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  asking  for  the  renewal  of 
ttiwr  charter,  was  presented  on  the  8th  of 
January.  A  debate  arose  whether  it  should  be 
referred  to  the  Oommitt«e  of  Ways  and  Keans 
or  a  Select  Committee.  It  was  understood  and 
stated  that,  in  eitlier  case,  the  committee  was 
to  inqnire  into  the  manner  in  which  the  bank 
bad  been  oonduoted,  if  they  deemed  inqtiirT 
necessary.  The  gentleman  Irom  New  York 
(Hr.  OiMBvXLEsa)  wanted  tlie  great  qnestion 
uiTestigatedjWhet^rthe  bank  should  be  allowed 
to  issue  orders  "  payable  nowhere."  Another 
g^tlem&n  from  New  York  0[r.  Honiuii) 
wished  all  the  "  vices "  of  tiie  bank  to  be 
probed.     The  enemies  of  the  bank  generally 

aith  a  few  of  its  &iends)  voted  for  the  Select 
mmlttee ;  but  it  was  conceded  on  all  hands, 
and  e^ressly  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  YorL  (Mr.  CuibbilknoJ  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  woala  of  course  be 
friendly  to  the  tiank.  Nothing  has  occurred 
to  change  the  qnestion  since,  nor  to  make  it 
any  tbe  less  proper  that  this  inqniry  should  be 
referred  to  persons  who  will  take  it  up  on  the 
fundamental  principle  of  JosUoe— that  every 
person  shall  be  esteemed  innocent  till  he  is 
proven  to  be  guilty. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bsabds- 
LKT,)  who  spoke  at  length  against  this  amend- 
ment of  his  coUeagne,  gave,  ncTertheless,  a 
satia&ctory  reason  why  it  ooght  to  pass.  He 
realty  conceded  tbe  whole  matter  now  in  con- 


aooording  to  some  principle  to  be  lud  down  by 
the  House.  What  that  principle  was,  I  did 
not  nnderstand  tbe  gentleman  to  state.  Still 
l«es  do  I  understand  in  what  way  that  principle 
Is  to  be  laid  down  by  the  House.  It  is  the  very 
cliject  of  the  amendment  to  have  the  commit- 
tee designated  on  some  principle  ^>proTed  by 
Uw  Hoosft.    The  genttemaa  will  not  trust  Oie 
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Speaker  to  nsme  them,  but  upon  some  ^caa- 
pie  to  be  previously  (I  know  not  in  wbst  i^j 
presoribea. 

It  is  plain  there  is  no  way  hj  whidi  ik 
Hoose  can  ocoitrol  the  principle  on  wludianB- 
mittee  shall  be  dboaen,  bnt  by  choosing  An 
itself.  If^  indeed,  the  gentleman  will  inceri*' 
rate  bis  rale  into  the  resolation ;  if  he  TiH  it 
sert  after  the  word  conuiiitt«e,  "  to  eoDiKrf 
persona  friendly  to  tbe  bank,"  I  should  m)i» 
stand  his  conrse,  and  perhaps  go  with  Hi. 
Or,  if  he  would  insert  "  to  oonrast  of  the  ftw- 
enemies  of  the  bank,"  f  had  almost  mi  I 
would  vote  for  such  an  amendment,  dlad(«g 
as  it  would,  the  policy  of  thia  tnoveoKBt, iii 
light  in  which  the  country  would  nndoiliid 
it.  It  would  then  appear  that  we  aie  csU 
upon  to  do  a  thin^  abhorrent  to  every  nativi 
Justice;  and  as  fnends  of  the  bank,  holding  ikt 
&[e  of  the  institution  in  our  tumda,  and  n^M- 
Bible  to  the  country  for  the  continned  fl»^ 
ment  by  the  people  of  the  ad  vantages  whini: 
la  now  oonfening  on  them,  I  most  say  it  ndl 
appear  that  we  are  asked  to  betray  a  yaj  r- 
sponsible  trust. 

Hi.  Ahoel,  of  New  York,  said :  As  regsi 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inqditMi 
the  condnct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  EuH 
I  do  not  con^der  it  very  material  whetha  i 
be  made  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  Spetb^ 
or  in  the  unosaal  manner  proposed  by  wjii- 
league,  (Mr.  Root,)  by  ballot  oi  the  House.  & 
respectful  opinion  I  entertain  of  the  mcnboi 
of  this  Eoase  will  not  permit  me  to  believe  da 
the  committ«e,  in  whatever  mode  selected,  li 
consist  of  other  than  honorable  men,  deqt 
sensible  of  their  obligation  to  probe  its  ooDMna 
and  resolved  to  do  tneir  duty  in  a  manner  ftff 
less  of  tbe  bank,  and  honest  to  the  coontT 
But  some  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  geotkM 
for  their  great  solicitude  to  have  the  comnitv 
appointed  by  the  ballot  of  the  Hooae,  if  dQ 
cannot  awaken  a  sospidon  of  their  motives  9 
pear  to  me  very  extraordinary.  While  tli* 
pqf  the  highest  complimenta  to  the  integ 
tbe  Chair,  express  the  most  onlimitM  ■.<— ^ 
dence  in  the  Speaker,  and  expressly  disclaim  J 
suspicion  of  partiality  on  bis  part,  they  vf 
the  appointment  of  the  committee  by  the  bik 
of  the  Hoose,  to  relieve  him  from  U»e  few* 
sibility  which  be  incurs  every  day,  ana  > 
every  other  sutyect  of  appointing  tbe  cocoA 
tee.  Why  do  gentlemen  nivens  to  depaitlha 
the  ordinary  mode  of  i^tpomting  the  vamA 
tee,  while  they  declare  they  have  nothiog* 
fear,  and  fear  nothing  from  tbe  appcnntnmtrf 
it,  in  the  ordinary  mode,  by  the  Cbiurt  ^ 
Justify  tbe  extraordinary  course  proposedjWM 
good  reason  shonld  be  shown.  If  one  laeli  1* 
been  offered,  or  can  be  pretended;  andJii 
not  feel  myself  Justified  without  cause  to  d<fC( 
ftom  the  mfe  and  ordinary  mode  of  sff/aaoti 
the  committee  by  the  Speaker,  to  tbe  nnctntf 
and  extraordinary  mode  of  a  ballot. 


zed.yG00g[e 


DEBATES  OP  COyOBESS. 
Bmt  o/tht  Uniled  6tata—InjUTj  into  iu  Onadmel. 


[H.0 


TuuD&T,  Msrcti  18. 


The  Honae  remimed  Vr.  Olattoii's  resoln- 
Ion,  the  qaestioQ  being  on  Hr.  IUmit's  propo- 
Itlon  to  appoint  the  committoe  b;  bailor-, 

[A  moat  diBcairire  deb«t«  ensned,  bt  which  Mr. 
toot,  If r.  Angel,  Hr.  Besrdalej  md  Hr.  Collier,  «U 
f  Xe«  Tork,  took  part,  &nd  in  which  lf«<rToit 
oUticB  eune  In  for  tha  Urgeat  Bhare  of  diKunion 
(  the  end  of  which  the  qoestlon  wm  loadlj  called 
w.] 

The  question  woa  then  pnt  on  Ur.  Root': 
mendment,  (U>  have  the  comnllttee  appointed 
17  ballot,)  and  the  vote  thereon  stooa — jeas 
.01,  n&ra  B9. 

Before  the  reaolt  waa  announced  from  the 
^Sudr,  Mr.  FLU3i]<EB,.who  had  voted  jea,  ackod 
eave  to  change-  his  vote,  and  then  voted  nay. 
Chia  made  the  vote  stand — jeaa  100,  naya  100. 

The  Spbakbr  gave  the  costing  vote  in  the 
legatdve ;  and  the  amendment  waa  r^ected. 

The  qaestion  reoorred  on  the  amendment  of 
Hr.  Wa«h. 

Mr.  Watms  took  the  floor  in  anpport  of  it. 
^en,  said  he,  the  disonasion  began  npon  the 
■esolntion  moved  bj  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Cut- 
»x,)  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  engaged 
n  the  debate.  But  the  declarationa  of  gentle- 
nen,  that  if  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  should  be 
lUowed,  it  most  have  a  very  limited  time  for 
nvBstigation,  and  shall  be  considered  prepara- 
ory  to  tho  diacussion  of  the  bill  for  the  reoew- 
J  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  indace  me  to  remonstrate  against  a 
worse  which  aeemingly  grants  what  is  asked, 
)ut  will,  in  effect,  be  a  deniaL  If  a  RiU  inqniry 
le  intended,  sncb  as  the  momentoos  interests 
xinaected  with  the  subject  demand,  the  00m- 
nittee  to  which  it  may  be  confided  should  be 
Jtocether  nnrestricted.  It  should  have  the 
lanSdence  which  is  given  to  all  committees 
iUsed  for  other  pnrpoaes.  If  it  shall  not  have 
t,  snch  an  unprecedented  departure  from  tho 
iniform  practice  of  both  Honaea  of  Congress, 
cannot  Ml  to  attract  public  attention,  and  it 
^  demand  a  Jostification  for  it,  of  a  very 
Afferent  kind  from  the  ungracious  snspidon  so 
■ften  expressed  in  this  debate,  that  the  reeolu- 
lon  for  inquiry  has  been  introduced  only 
br  the  purpose  of  poBtponing  to  another  sea- 
Jon  of  Congress  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
he  bank.  Gentlemen  in  their  great  aniiety  to 
■recipitate  ns  to  sach  a  conclusion,  are  nnjnst 
o  their  opponents  and  to  themselves,  for  the 
estriction  as  to  time,  taken  In  connection  with 
heir  strenuous  efforts  to  have  a  committee 
ihosen  by  ballot — another  very  unusnal  depar- 
ore  from  onr  practice — may  be  jnatifiably 
honght  to  be  intended  to  defeat  inquiry  alto- 
iWher,  or  to  have  a  very  imperfect  and  partial 
■ununalion  into  the  afftdrs  of  the  bank,  Tho 
»i>il«tion  proposed  must  proceed  &om  the  be- 


lief that  a  fiiU  investigation  can  be  made  in 
three  or  fbnr  weeks,  and  that,  eltJierfrom  want 
of  industry  or  some  sinister  reason,  it  will  not 
be  done.  '  Sir,  tlie  latter  bas  been  add,  but 
with  the  customary  cantion  of  insinnatioo. 
Can  it  be  right  for  us  to  make  snoh  a  preanmp* 
tion  in  advance  of  a  committee,  to  wniish  any 
duty  is  to  l>e  assigned)  Onr  lagislation  m^ 
be  searched  in  vun  for  an  example  to  JnstiQ' 
any  sacb  restriction.  Gentlemen  are  oonfident- 
ly  asked  to  prodnce  one  from  our  Journals.  It 
cannot  be  done.  They  will  show  no  snob  Im- 
putation upon  any  prevlonsoommittee ;  and,  in 
the  most  unoffending  bat  positjve  apliit,  I  will 
say  the  propoeittc»i  is  aa  little  worUiy  of  the  mac- 
naniroity  1^  those  by  whom  it  will  be  nistained, 
as  it  win.  if  adopted,  be  derogatory  to  those 
who  may  be  chosen  to  make  the  inveetigation. 
It  strikes  some  of  us  to  be  so  singular,  that  If 
we  did  not  know  the  sincere  chancters  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  advocated  it^  we  should 
say  it  was  designed  to  defeat  all  inquiry,  by 


will  willingly  undertake  the  duty,  under  s' 
restraints. 

But,  sir,  they  will  be  fbnnd ;  the  purpoaea  we 
have  in  view  most  not  be  defeated  by  any  re- 
aentment  which  the  oonrse  pursued  by  onr  ad- 
versaries may  excite.  My  colleague,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  may  be  associated  with  him, 
will  do  their  duty ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  sir, 
what  will  be  the  result.  They  will  report  to 
yon  that  they  have  not  had  lime  allowed  to 
make  a  fuU  and  aatis&otory  examination,  but 
they  will  report  enough  to  oouvinoe  the  people 
of  this  country  of  the  propriety  and  necemty 
of  a  thorough  scrutiny  into  the  managemMit  of 
the  bank,  and  the  operation  of  tlie  system  as  it 
is  now  organized,  upon  KreatnatiotutlinlerestB, 
Do  gentlemen  really  beueve  that  on  examina- 
tion with  the  view  of  showing  the  extent  to 
which  the  bank  has  fulfilled  the  purposes  of  its 
creation,  and  to  illustrate,  b^  its  past  operationsj 
the  future  effect  of  such  on  institution  npon  tha 
political  condition  and  pecuniary  weUu^  of  thia 
country,  can  be  made  m  three  or  four  weeks  f 
If  they  do,  sir,  it  is  because  they  have  very  im- 
perfect and  limited  notions  of  the  partienUr 
U^ics  which  should  beembraced  in  the  inquiry. 
Four  weeks  will  not  be  time  enoogb  to  examine 
effectoally  into  the  tronaoctiMu  of  the  past  year, 
much  less  to  report  upon  the  defects  of  a 
system  which  can  only  b«  exhibited  by  ex- 
posing its  management  and  its  reenlta  in  detail, 
from  the  Ume  of  its  oi^aniialion.  What  led, 
«r,  to  the  disostrons  mismanagement  of  the 
bank  dnring  the  two  first  years  of  its  existence  t 
In  port,  de^ts  in  its  organixation,  which  the 
advocates  of  the  bank  even  now  do  not  propose 
o  remove.  Powers  and  privileges  which  were 
kbnsed,  and  which  they  still  desire  to  ret^n. 
rhe  warning  voice  of  experience  is  to  be  disre- 
garded ;  and  because  its  chastening  hand  haa 
not  been  fblt  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  yeara,  we 
are  to  be  called  npon  to  renew  its  (diorter  tk 
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tbu  Msaioti,  with  very  immaterial  modifications. 
If  done,  it  will  le«ty«  tbe  great  intereata  wliicii 
tho  back  was  intended  to  preserre  and  regulate, 
to  tbe  contingecoj  of  ita  being  alviQ^  managed 
b7  intelligent  and  dianteKstod  men.  If  the 
inqQirr  ie  to  be  limited  to  an  investigation  of 
the  &tKidiilent  praotiCM  which  hare  been  im- 
pnted  to  the  bank— into  which  its  advocates 
show  great  readiness  to  enter,  as  I  believe  thej 
may  well  do — a  day,  an  honr  of  onr  time,  would 
be  thrown  away  upon  snch  a  purpose,  and  I 
ahonld  be  indifferent  to  the  disposition  which 
tho  House  might  make  of  the  resolntion.  For, 
nr,  opposed  as  I  am  to  the  renewal  of  the  ohor- 
teroi  the  bank,  I  have  no  belief  in  any  of  thoee 
ohargee  which  assul  the  honor  of  those  to  whom 
its  management  has  been  oonSded,  ^ce  the 
termination  of  the  inquirr  made  by  a  commit- 
tee of  this  Honse  in  1819. 

I  choose  to  express  my  disbelief  in  strong 
tarms,  that  my  past,  and  what  shall  be  my  fn- 
tnre  attitude  to  the  bank  may  not  be  misnndeT' 
stood  or  miBrepreseDt«d.  I  fear  too  that  the 
generone  temperament  of  my  colleague,  in  his 
ardent  [Jursuit  of  a  public  dnty,  has  hurled  him 
into  charges  agfunst  the  bank  which  he  will 
find  cannot  be  snstained.  Some  of  them  are 
imputations,  only  because  the  power  to  commit 
them  exists,  and  others  are  the  suggestions  of 
persons,  whose  interests  having  been  interfered 
with,  htkve  a  reckless  disregard  of  what  is  diia 
to  the  characters  of  honorable  men  in  a  respon- 
sible public  trust  That  there  have  been  in- 
atanoes  of  abuse  and  impropriety  by  some  agents 
of  the  bank,  cannot.be  denied;  oocanonal  vio- 
lations of  the  charter,  in  its  letter  and  spirit, 
I  can  show  and  prove ;  habitual  extensions  of 
the  letter,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  charter, 
exist;  bnt,  sir,  1  am  urged  by  candor,  as  well 
aa  by  a  deure  to  prevent  the  bank  from  using 
a  tnumphant  vindication  of  itaelf  from  un- 
founded arOonsatious,  to  cause  popular  reaction 
iu  ita  faTor,  to  declare  that  we  have  no  proo^ 
nor  grounds  for  strong  suspicion  that  the  affairs 
of  the  bank  have  been  corruptly  managed ;  or 
that  it  has  pursued  a  course  nnder  the  powers 
which  it  possesses,  inconsistent  with  what  per- 
sona in  trade  conmder  to  be  the  allowable  usages 
of  trade,  and  which  would  be  common  to  all 
corporations  of  the  same  kind  having  similar 
powers ;  or  that  it  has  by  enormoas  Kratnities 
conciliated  eminent  professional  genuemen  to 

g' veto  it  political  support;  or  that  it  has  by 
ana,  in  any  unaccustomed  way  of  making 
thenij  and  without  proper  security,  bought 
aniiliarias  or  subsidized  the  press.  Sir,  profes- 
uonal  honor  in  this  country,  and  that  of  such 
men  as  the  bank  employs  to  advise  it,  is  above 
temptation.  Their  services  require  wd  entitle 
,them  to  hberal  compensation.  And  as  for  the 
press,  it  is  not  for  light  causes  in  this  country 
and  in  thia  age  that  our  confidence  in  its  purity 
ahould  be  impaired.  With  different  degrees  of 
ability  and  character  in  those  who  conduct  it, 
they  are  sentinels  by  day,  and  by  night,  over 
the  improving  condition  of  men,  urging  on.  pub- 


lic opinion  in  every  nation  to  an  inereaaugwn 
agunst  all  abuses  standing  in  the  way  of  nfn- 
sentative  and  free  Qovermnent.  They  arstk 
first  to  hunt  down  the  fmtbless  of  their  on 
corps,  and  relentiesely  expose  aaeh  of  tbam 
are  worthless,  or  oidy  suspected  (rf  boa;  n. 
In  this  country,  all  bnainees,  as  well  as  Hmd 
the  Government,  is  conducted  np<Hi  Sbt^ 
credit,  and  no  other  kind  requires  for  SKBOtm 
much  of  it  as  the  press.  Yes,  air,  I  aoqiil  da 
bank  of  all  such  charges.  I  wish  I  oovUdi 
so  of  a  departure  from  the  oorrect  princnlni^ 
banking,  eapecially  in  the  last  year.  If  R  H 
be  contmued  with  an  eye  alone  to  dividoiAki 
will  be  no  longer  an  engine  combining  poc 
national  utility  with  aliberal  profit  to  themd- 
holders,  bnt  excluMvely  the  latter.  Hjagp^ 
tion,  therefore,  shall  not  be  founded  eidwif* 
an  abuse  or  non-user  of  the  charter,  IhoM 
such  an  inquiry  is  altogether  proper.  ItwiSii 
aguust  the  system,  with  its  present  Mgnfa- 
tion.  At  a  proper  time  t  will  expl^n  my  ttt 
Jeotions  fiilly  to  the  House.  To  its  <^caaal 
directors,  I  have  not  nor  sbsll  I  maka  n; 
odious  exception.  They  are  from  the  nsail 
society  with  ourselves,  most  haTe  <diarai:tcn  b 
obtain  their  places  equal  to  aaj  -wiacb  wacs;; 
before  oar  oonstituents  to  get  ours,  andtkq 
have  the  same  inducements  to  presage  tLs 
reputations  and  the  purity  of  our  instioaios 
They  will,  of  conrse,  from  long  employmeatK 
connection  with  the  bank,  become  biassed  iife 
&vor,  and  so  much  ao,  as  not  to  see  w  ■fifR- 
hend  the  hnriful  resnlCa  which  others  sntia{«Ii 
from  an  institution  with  such  powem.  Oia 
pied  and  absorl>ed  in  their  duties,  and  froci  br- 
mg  every  day  witnesses  of  the  r«aief  and  na» 
anoe  given  by  it  to  men  engaged  in  cosnoMtn. 
they  may  become  indifferent  to  that  coanii 
thought  which  traces  ont  the  infloeiDce  it  ■( 
have  npon  our  political  system,  and  to  the  ts 
equal  privil^^  which  it  enjoys.  And  the  ft* 
is  no  small  evil,  when  it  is  remembered  that  ik 
bank  has  now  £ve  hundred  agents,  and  wl 
have  a  thousand,  as  intelligent  as  any  m&iB 
the  country  in  the  business  of  life,  kuraiif 
enongh  of  the  pecuniary  engagements  of  tbs 
fellow-oitizena  to  give  them  inflaenoe,  distnt- 
nted  throughout  our  most  populous  cittea,  mi 
though  separated,  who  may  act  with  oooc» 
tratM  energy  to  produce  the  same  impremw 
in  moments  of  strong  political  exutaneoL 
"I  see  men's  judgments  are 
A  pareel  of  thah  fortones;  and  things  oatmi 
Do  draw  the  inward  quality  after  thesi.'' 

Bnt  I  feel  assured  that  such  taea  as  it  wS 
always  be  the  interest  of  the  bank  to  en^, 
cannot  be  made  the  instruments  of  any  con^ 
violation  of  its  charter.  And  for  ita  bir  dt«- 
ing,  the  nature  of  the  institution,  and  the  ni^ 
tipUcation  of  ita  agenta,  are  a  fecnrity.  Bk 
tiiere  is  no  guaranty  agi^ist  the  interfereiMtf 
BO  gigantic  a  mon^ed  inflnence,  made  if  if 
the  funds  of  the  Oovemment,  and  those  of  b- 
^vidnats,  in  thoee  hot  party  oontentJcM  vVA 
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fnn«t  oooar  in  this  nation  even  more  freqnentJj 
than  the;  bttve  happened.  No  gnarantj  to 
prevent  its  infloenoe  upon  mnoh  of  tjie  legisla- 
tion of  Oongresa.  I  do  not  make  the  allasion 
with  an;  intention  of  arraying  popular  feelings 
actuDBt  the  renewal  of  tiie  charter.  I  dUclum 
ttem  altogether.  TTjKin  snob  a  qaeBtion,  pre- 
[odioes  wul  be  too  indefinite  to  oe  lasting,  if 
taj  honeat  man  conld  wish  them-  to  be  bo,  or 
that  the;  might  bave  any  bearing  apon  the  de- 
Biaion  of  the  qnestion  by  this  Eonae  or  by  onr 
DonBlitnents.  Besides,  sir,  any  attempt  to  ei- 
site  them  will  be  a  most  aneqnal  war.  Those 
wbo  engage  in  it  here,  will  have  bnt  a  abort 
time  to  wage  it^  and  the  banli,  abnndantly  able 
to  do  80,  will  carry  on  the  campaign  year  in 
and  year  ont,  toconnteroctall  false  impresuons. 
And  let  ns  not  in  this  controversy  fear  to  admit 
that  the  doily  conveniences  whioh  it  can  fairly 
l^ive  to  all  classw  of  persona,  and  which  are 
afforded  by  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  will  ont- 
weigh  «1]  opposition  not  founded  upon  high  and 
sorrect  principles.  We  read  history  to  profit 
by  its  examples,  and  onr  own  furnishes  a  warn- 
ing upon  the  point  strong  enough  to  joatify  any 
lUnsion  to  what  may  he  the  politicu  inSoence 
if  the  bonk.  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  Uonae 
Evho  will  deny  that  for  more  than  twelve  years 
ftfter  the  first  bank  charter  was  granted,  it  was 
sot  a  tremendons  agent  In  the  party  oontrover- 
dea  of  that  period  t  The  bank  acted  as  a  party, 
throwing  all  its  weight  into  the  scale  of  feder- 
alism, by  excluding  from  its  offioes,  and  its 
Jirection  everywhere,  every  candidate,  though 
inly  suspected  of  having  different  politics.  And 
lofarwas  this  carried  upon  one  memorable  ooca- 
lion,  when  the  nation  was  divided  into  bitter 
lifferences  of  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of 
ratifying  the  treaty  of  1704  with  England,  and 
irhen  the  &ther  of  his  country  hesitated  to  do 
lA,  that  the  directors  of  that  bank  united  offidal- 
iT  in  a  petition  to  inflnence  the  deliberationa  of 
the  Senate.  I  cite  the  incident  without  mean- 
ing to  give  any  opinion  upon  the  controversies 
>f  that  day,  or  upon  Ifr.  Jay's  treaty,  but  to 
make  the  warning  more  impressive,  as  a  recent 
attempt  has  been  made  by  a  respectable  and 
:tdont«d  convention  of  the  opposition  to  the 
&.dininistration,  held  at  Baltimore,  to  make  the 
■enewol  of  the  bank  charter  a  part^  qnestion. 
The  ability  of  this  institution  to  interfere  in 
lablio  concerns,  arises  from  its  large  capital, 
!tom  the  collection  of  the  revenne,  by  which 
>er»0Q8  wbo  have  Government  duos  to  pay  are 
'arced  to  make  their  deposits  in  it,  and  to  ^d 
a  paying  them ;  from  the  use  it  has  of  the 
SoTemmeat  deposits,  and  from  il«  extended 
lircolation,  making  an  aggregate  of  available 
neftOB,  amounting  at  this  time  to  seventy-seven 
nillioDS  of  dollars ;  from  its  power  to  establish 
ironeJiea,  and  as  many  as  they  please  in  a  State, 
vbether  the  locality  of  them  be  oommeroial  or 
lot,  and  from  its  being  permitted  to  lend  money 
tt  long  dates.  I  do  not  mean  the  political  effects 
'rom  oomq)t  influence  upon  persons,  but  the 
dlent,  nnseen,  nue  creation  of  a  fonrthdepHt- 


ment  in  our  Government  etrou^r  than  the 
other  tbre^  wielded  by  tlie  capitalists  of  the 
nation,  without  responubility  to  the  people, 
and  which  will  become  as  much  a  part  of  tho 
constitution,  as  if  it  had  Iwen  in  the  ratified 
drought  of  it,  I  leave  the  aobjoct,  however,  to 
the  reflection  of  gentlemen. 

The  direct  question  for  onr  determination 
now  is,  wbetberaninqniryshaUlw  allowed  into 
the  management  of  the  bank,  0ts  advocates 
having  be«)me  suddenly  eonvinoed  that  it  was 
imprudent  to  oppose  it,)  with  a  limited  time 
for  investigation ;  and  whether  it  shall  ho  con- 
sidered a  kind  of  pledge  or  intimation  to  the 
public  that  the  oliarter  will  be  renewed  at  this 
session  of  Congress. 

We  may  learn  a  lesson  to  gnide  is  in  this 
matter,  from  the  cautious  course  of  Congress 
when  the  first  application  was  mad^  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  17S1,    A  memorial 


expiration  of  the  charter.  Though  urged  with 
earnestness,  and  with  talent  fully  equal  to  any 
whioh  now  advocates  the  immediate  renewal  (^ 
the  present  charter,  the  utmost  that  tMs  branch 
of  Oongresa  would  do,  was  to  refer  the  memo- 
rial to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ;  r^- 
erenoe  equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  consider  it 
during  that  session.  After  this  disposition  of 
it  here,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Senate, 
and  there  the  application  was  thought  prema- 
ture, and  was  referred  to  the  distinguished 
gentjaman  (Hr.  Gallatin)  who  then  presided 
over  the  Treasury  Department,  with  instruc- 
tions to  moke  a  report  apon  the  snbject  at  the 
next  session  of  Congreaa.  In  eleven  months 
after,  and  only  two  years  before  the  expiration 
of  the  charter,  the  Secretary  made  a  report,  and 
nrged  the  renewal,  bat  with  modinostaotis. 
which  were  sagacions  antidpationa  of  the  kind 
and  extent  of  discontent  wbioh  the  organization 
of  any  Iwnk  witbont  them  would  occasion.  The 
report  also  stated,  with  po»tive  approbation, 
the  services  the  bank  hod  rendered  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  loans,  its  utility  in  collecting  keep- 
ing, and  transmitting  the  revenue ;  and  it  con- 
tained a  statement  of  its  condition,  much  and 
deservedly  calculated  to  enlist  public  sentiment 
in  its  support.  For  it  bod  more  specie  in  its 
vaults  than  it  bad  notes  in  circulation,  with  a 
reserved  fund,  ariwig  from  undivided  profits, 
of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
meet  losses  which  might  ooour.  What  a  con- 
trast to  tho  condition  of  the  preeent  bank,  as  ia 
exhibited  by  its  monthly  statements,  and  of  tta 
relative  ol^ma  to  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 
With  only  seven  millions  of  specie,  twenty-fire 
millions  of  notes  in  circulation,  sixty-siz  mil- 
lions of  discounts,  and  a  foreign  debt  of  sixteen 
hnndred  thonsand  dollars,  causing  not  only  its 
total  inability  to  relieve  the  impending  com- 
mercial embarrassmenta,  but  probably  coercing 
it  to  increase  them,  by  a  reduction  of  loan^ 
nnless  this  necessity  shall  be  obviated,  by  a  free 
nse  of  Government  depomts,  or  by  a 
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rise  in  the  raliw  of  tmr  exports  thAu  can  be  an- 
ticipated. 

But  Ooagrem  again  reftiaed  to  ooDsider 
directly  the  propowl  to  reoeir  the  cbarter, 
notwitAatandiiig  the  report  And  eameet  reconi' 
mendation  of  the  Secretary,  thoogh  titled  to  do 
eo  by  mnch  talent,  cbtuitcter,  and  experience, 
and  by  all  those  oonsiderationB  connected  with 
tlint  oriioB  in  our  history,  which  plainly  indi- 
cated that  the  Government  would  need  the 
greatest  fkoility  in  raising  supplies,  as  its  obli- 
gation to  muDtcun  oar  rights  and  honor  by  war 
was  becoming  every  day  more  apparent.  The 
8n|K>orterB  of  the  bank,  too,  used  then  bU 
those  expedients  and  persnadons  which  have 
been  recently  repeated  here,  and  urged  their 
oanse  by  menaces  of  evil,  and  deploring  the  ruin 
which  nonid  be  occasioned  by  the  refnsat  of* 
0M]gr8a%to  set  decisively  upon  the  subject. 
Nor  did  Oongress  reAue  to  do  so,  as  many  sup- 
pose, in  conseqnence  of  party  feeling,  or  from 
any  resentment  against  the  bonk  for  its  long 
exclusive  political  complexion ;  nor  from  the 
preponderance  of  any  oonstitntjonal  objection 
to  ench  an  inatitntion.  Prominent  men  of  the 
then  triumphant  party  were  advocates  for  the 
immediate  renewal  of  the  charter,  and  all  wbo 
interposed  the  constitntional  objection  were 
uniformly  left  in  lean  minorities.  And  it  was 
as  well  known  then,  as  it  was  sfterwarda  in 
1816,  that  Ur.  HadLson's  views  of  the  force  of 
precedent  npon  oonetitntional  points,  long  ac- 
quieaoed  in  by  all  the  departments  of  the  Gor- 
ermnent,  wonld  induce  him  to  sign  a  bill  for 
the  renewal  of  the  oharter.  No,  sir.  Oongreas 
pnt  off  the  subject,  beoaQse  Bnbstantia]  differ- 
enoee  of  opinion  existed,  as  they  now  do,  con- 
oeming  the  powers  and  privileges  which  should 
be  given  to  a  bank,  as  to  what  shonld  be  its 
orMnization  in  connection  with  the  Oovemment 
and  the  States.  Bnt,  above  all,  for  a  reason 
operating  upon  ns  with  greater  force  tiian  it 
did  then,  and  which  we  cannot  npon  principle 
diaresard — that  the  ninth  Congress,  not  bemg 
urged  to  act  by  any  poutive  State  necessity, 
thought  it  wodd  be  wrong  to  do  so  upon  a 
eahject  more  properly  belonging  to  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  tent£.  This  commendable  delicacy 
to  Its  BUccessors  iwcomea  more  worthy  of  our 
imitation^  as  it  gave  to  the  people,  as  it  will 
now  do,  if  we  do  not  act  at  this  session  upon 
the  memorial,  an  opportunity  to  choose  their 
representatives  in  reference  to  the  opinions 
of  candidates  npon  this  great  national  question. 
The  only  safe  legislation  in  this  country  is  the 
redection  of  pablio  sentiment,  after  a  fall  oppor- 
tunity has  been  given  for  its  expression.  Wo 
have  then  a  safe  precedent  to  gnide  us  as  to  the 
proper  time  for  eoneidering  t£e  question  of  a 
renewal  of  the  bank  oharter.  Another  session 
of  this  Congress,  an  entire  Congress,  the  twenty- 
third,  and  a  part  of  the  first  session  of  the 
twenty-fonrth  Oongress,  will  intervene,  before 
the  charter  will  expure. 

The  people  will  have  two  opportunities  to 
express  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  buik,  by 


the  election  of  tiieir  repreeentativeB,  befote  ^ 
neoeeeity  will  exist  for  the  agitation  ha«  of  tli* 

anestion  <tf  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  Aid 
le  pt^nlar  branch  of  the  twea^-third  ad 
twenty-fonrth  Oongreeses  will  be  enlaced  ty 
the  addition  of  thirty  or  for^  memben  to  te 
made  by  the  ratio  of  reiveaentstion  vi^Amj 
be  fixed  under  the  last  ecnaos ;  in  &ct,  bsaf 
the  representatiDn  of  onr  increased  popalatin 
in  ten  yeare  of  more  tJian  tiiree  icilliiaiscfptf- 
sons,  now  in  effect  not  repreaented  bereacecri- 
in^  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitation.  Doa  ut 
this  objeodon  ontwdgh  every  reaaon  wlM  Is 
l>een  urged  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  tbe  distr 
at  this  session  of  Oongress  f  Tith  it  atv^ 
UB  in  the  face,  can  we  act  with  propriety,  mln 
forced  by  some  great  neceesity  connected  wiA 
the  general  wel£re  of  the  country  }  It  if  ■! 
pretended  that  any  snch  extsts,  and  no  <tt 
public  reason  baa  been  given  for  pr«caiutMii| 
action  npon  the  subject  It  wtD,  ind»d,ta 
very  advantageous  to  the  stOckholderH  in  As 
bank  to  obtun  a  renewal  of  the  charter  at  dii 
time.  And  the  Oovemment,  if  it  relssi  ik 
shares,  will  be  partakers  of  the  enhanced  t^ 
which  will  be  given  to  the  stock  by  the  r- 
newal ;  or  the  bonk  will  be  better  able  lo  |B> 
chase  and  to  dispose  of  it  to  advantage.  Bnt  ii  a 
not  the  small  profit  which  the  Oovemmeatd 
receive,  or  any  commnnily  of  moneyed  intEfOt 
between  it  and  individoala,  however  \atjn  *' 
may  be,  that  can  buy  away  the  impresiora  rf 
the  people  of  this  conntry  of  their  ri^tfoUrs 
canvass  every  meaenre  of  great  nadonal  mt- 
muit^  with  the  view  of  throwing  tbe  force  gf 
their  wishes  and  opinions  into  tlte  scale  <^  hfS- 
lation.  Without  any  very  sensitive  i^ipreto- 
sion  of  popular  displeaanre,  or  any  denre  b 
excite  it  m  otiierB,  I  must  dedar«,  sir,  that  wt 
will  deserve  it,  if  the  right  of  our  oonstitnoB 
to  be  heard  upon  this  subject  shall  be  diat- 
garded  by  ns.  A  oonsdentions  reqwonbilitTti 
principle  will  prevent  me  from  beins-  a  part; 
to  any  snch  usorpation  of  the  privileges  si 
expectations  of  the  people. 

As  we  are  not  nrged  by  any  pnblio  Deceastr 
to  act  at  this  session,  let  ns  inquire  if  there  h 
any  meritorious  cause  connected  with  the  baat 
itself,  which  shonld  induce  ns  to  do  so.  It  b 
eali  to  hsve  been  prad«itiy  and  skilfull; 
managed,  and  to  be  at  this  time  in  the  Bounditf 
condition :  to  be  entirely  adequate  to  muntci 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  made.  Its  cm- 
dition,  then,  does  not  explain  the  cause  of  iki 
memorial  having  been  presented  to  thia  Bnm 
so  prematnrely.  Does  any  thing  loWM'  intb 
fHitnre,  to  prevent  the  bank  from  continuing  iU 
loans  to  the  foil  extent  of  the  proper  claims  of 
its  onstomers.  unless  the  ability  to  do  so  b( 
been  impaired  by  ii\jadi<Mons  monagemait  I 

Does  any  canse  then  east  at  present,  ■ 
which  can  be  apprehended,  to  oblige  the  bad: 
to  accommodate  Its  bnsiness  to  the  nltna* 
decision  of  Congress  upon  the  question  of  re- 
newal, in  snch  a  manner  as  to  produce  gteri 
losses  to  the  public,  or  eren  ""wfa""!  incoann- 
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ence  t  Will  &  reoeval  of  the  oharter  now  pot 
t  in  the  power  of  the  bank  to  leaaeu  the  oom- 
neroial  embairaHaioents  which  are,  and  will  be 
br  a  jear  to  come,  severely  felt  in  oar  principal 
leuiartB  i  A  fur  use  of  ita  abilitj  to  disoonnt 
inaer  the  charter,  is  the  measure  of  relief 
rhicb  it  ean  give,  and  this  cannot  be  ert«nded 
>j  renewal,  without  tax  increase  of  its  capital, 
rbich  it  does  not  ask.  Are  the  friends  of  the 
lank  here,  or  elsewhere,  prepared  to  sb;  that 
la  transactions  of  the  lost  jear  have  not  deprived 
t  of  all  power  to  relieve  the  distresaes  of  oar 
nerchanto,  if  they  ahaU  not  in  fact  a^^^vate 
hem,  whether  the  oharter  be  or  be  not  re- 
lewedt  Id  one  word,  sir,  doea  the  bank,  by 
liking  for  a  renelral  at  this  time,  propose  to  be 
if  more  service  to  the  public  than  it  can  be 
rithont  it  ?  Will  it  give  to  the  bank  increased 
ibilitf  to  be  nsefull  No  soch  intimation  is 
^ven  is  its  memorial ;  no  one  will  venture  to 
la^xeet  iL  The  oooclasion  then  most  be,  that 
leiUier  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  the  condition 
if  the  bank,  nor  any  anticipated  increased 
itUitf,  give  bo  the  memorial  any  claim  to  onr 
uosideration.  Why  then  is  it  urged  apon  ns  I 
rhe  time  is  politicwly  favorable ;  the  exlraor- 
Unary  preesure  in  the  money  market  array 
iroond  the  bank  all  who  have  been,  or  hope  to 
M,  relieved  by  it.  In  moments  of  pain,  men 
lo  not  discriminate  very  accurately  into  the 
laases  which  produce  it,  or  hundreds  who  have 
ligned  petitions  in  favor  of  the  bank  wonld 
lave  detected  one  sonroo  in  part  of  their 
lofieringa.  Nor  are  we  accurate  judges  of  the 
neans  of  relief  for  our  inflrmities,  or  hundreds 
*bo  anticipate  the  aid  of  the  bank  would  haf 
<eea,  from  ita  annual  statement  that  it  was  not 
u  a  condition  to  give  it  But  besides  the  time 
md  the  pressure  to  which  I  have  allnded,  as 
odueing  thia  early  application,  perh^ts  the 
itrongeat  indnoementB  rbr  it  are  the  positive 
idvButagea  which  the  stockholders  will  derive 
rom  an  early  renewal  of  the  charter.  I  call 
he  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  natare,  extent, 
md  eousequences  of  those  advantages,  because 
he^  form  an  insuperable  obstacle  against  any 
iction  npon  the  memorial  at  this  session  of  Oon- 
jress,  and  all  of  them  may  be  obviated  by  poM' 
Kxiement,  and  a  little  arrangement  hereafter. 

If  the  cnaiter  shall  be  renewed  now,  the  bank 
viU  have  a  certdn  existence  for  four  and 
wenty  years,  with  the  certainty  of 


tdvance  to  fifty  per  cent,  above  the  original  cost 
if  a  share,  in  ooosequence  alone  of  the  time  for 
ts  duration.  If  it  shall  divide  seven  per  cent. 
KT  annnm,  I  am  told  by  practical  men  who  arc 
'eady  to  miake  the  inveatment  upon  the  oontin- 
^cy,  that  a  purchase  at  fifty  per  cent  would 
le  a  profitable  speculation.  But  if  tike  bank 
iiaS  aivide  eight  per  cent.,' which  it  is  probable 
t  will  do,  considering  the  credit  it  will  etyoy 
htm  its  connection  with  the  Govenuoent,  the 
ise  it  win  have  of  its  funds,  and  the  power  it 
us  over  all  Stat«  banks,  and  that  a  dividend 


of  eight  per  oent.  will  not  be  eqnal  to  the 
average  annual  dividend  of  the  first  bank 
thronghont  the  whole  of  its  term,  then  the  stock 
will  rise  to  one  hundred  per  oent.  above  the 
original  coat,  because  a  permanent  four  per 
cent  stock  is,  and  always  will  be,  worth  par, 
and  because,  after  the  payment  of  onr  national 
debt,  there  will  be  no  stock  besides  that  of  the 
bank,  of  such  general  currency  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States,  none  which  will  be  an  object 
of  such  general  investment,  nor  any  so  high 
abroad.  The  confidenoe  felt  in  the  stability  at 
this  Government  by  the  ciq>ita)ists  of  all  nations, 
under  such  an  arrangement  as  now  exists  to 
pay  the  dividends  at  certain  points  in  Europe, 
must  prodnce  such  a  result  If  it  could  occur 
without  in  any  way  affecting  the  interest  of 
others,  it  wonld  be  a  sufficient  reason  to  re- 
strain ns  from  renewing  the  charter  at  this 
time.  Our  l^pslotion  should  never  be  uaed  to 
increase  the  fortunes  of  any  class  of  persoui^ 
and  to  alter  the  relations  which  men  have  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  to  each  other.  The 
accidents  of  life,  and  superior  sagacity  of  some, 
change  them  often  enongh  for  the  good  of 
society,  and  have  established  an  eoontHny  which 
legislation  cannot  invade  without  prodnoing 
disoord,  discont^tt,  and  inequality.  The  objec- 
tion, too^  Bgunst  renewmg  the  charter  at  thia 
time,  will  be  more  obvious,  when  we  reflect 
that  we  shall  legislate  largely  for  the  benefit  of 
foreign  stockholders.  They  now  own  more 
than  eight  millions  of  bonk  stock.  The  renewal 
of  the  charter  will  increase  the  value  to  twelve 
the  moment  it  is  made.  In  less  tiian  three 
years,  oertwnly  before  the  present  charter  wilt 
expire,  it  will  be  worth  sixteen  millions.  Sir, 
let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  not  object- 
ing to  foreigners  investing  capital  in  onr  insti- 
tntions,  or  invoking  prejudices  against  the 
bank,  because  they  have  so  large  an  interest  in 
it  This  is  not  the  time  to  discnaa  that  point. 
I  am  not  now  permitted  to  do  so.  But  i  do 
object,  npon  the  soundest  prinoiplea  of  policy, 
against  any  legislation  of  ours  which  does  not 
guard  agunst  the  consequence  of  giving  a 
double  value  to  the  inveetment  of  foreigners. 

Nor  most  it  be  forgotten  that  the  inoreaaed 
value  which  I  have  said  must  be  given  to  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  the 
charter  should  be  renewed  at  this  time,  will  be 
an  nnfiur  advantage  in  favor  of  the  holders  of 
it,  over  the  owners  of  stock  in  the  State  banka. 

The  sound  banking  capital  in  State  Inatitn- 
tiona,  in  our  commercial  cities,  is  near  ninety 
millions  of  dollars.  The  accommodationa  afford- 
ed by  it,  relatively,  agunst  those  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  are  as  six  to  one  at  least. 
Ita  importance,  therefore,  is,  ot  onxht  to  be,  of 

Ct  national  consideration,  and  protection 
I  injury.  Why  then  should  we,  by  renew- 
ing the  charter  oi  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  immediately  make  so  great  a  diSbrenoe 
in  the  value  and  currency  of  thoae  respective 
stocks  t  Foreigners  ore  beginning  to  wpretnat^ 
the  atability  d  our  Btate  banks.    Iley  hav« 
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alread7  made  inveetjiwDtB  in  tatny  of  them; 
the  deeire  to  do  lo  is  tnoreauns  m  onr  system 
of  govemment  is  better  nnaeratood  abroad. 
The  ooDfederwjy  ia  now  known  to  the  intelligent 
of  all  nationB  to  be  made  up  of  distioct  poliUcal 
communitiea,  each  having  the  reeponBibilitj  of 
the  whole  for  its  oontraols  and  pecnnisxy  eng^^- 
menta,  goarantjed  bj  the  character  of  a  people 
equal  to  anj  in  the  world,  and  bj  all  that  ao- 
oonQtability  which  the  laws  of  natioDB  exact. 
JuBt  then  at  the  moment  when  tho  stookholdera 
in  onr  State  banks  are  beginning  to  re^  some 
of  the  frnita  of  snooessfnl  management,  we  are 
called  upon  to  ^ve  an  exorbitant  and  sndden 
rise  to  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatea,  which  will  destroy  all  competition  be- 
tween them.    This  cannot  be  right 

It  has  ocenrred  to  me  also,  sir,  that,  if  we  will 
Advert  to  the  history  of  the  bsnk,  ordinary 
pnidenoe  will  warn  ns  not  to  pursue  a  course 
mvolring  even  an  ^iparent  pledge  to  connder 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  at  this  seasion  of 
Congress. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  management  of 
it  for  the  two  first  years  of  its  eiiatenoe  was 
onfortnoate  for  the  oountry  and  the  stock- 
holdera.  Three  more  elapsed  before  it  snffi- 
dently  recovered  from  its  losses  to  be  exten- 
sively usefnL  Onr  farorable  experience  of  its 
utility  must  be  collected  from  the  suoceedine 
nine  yesr« ;  for  the  last  and  the  tenth,  time  wiU 
determine,  and  that  not  very  distinctly,  if  it 
shall  be  taken  into  the  accoont  in  fsvor  of  the 
bank.  Fonr  years  of  its  charter  are  unexpired. 
and  yet,  with  suoh  results,  and  with  a  fifth  of 
ita  eiistenoe  remaining,  Ooogresa  is  asked  to 
deprive  itself  of  all  the  advantages  of  future 
experienoe  growing  oat  of  its  tronsBotions. 
8ir,  OongresB  should  have  the  lon^t  possible 
time  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  utility  of  the 
bank,  and  to  know  how-fiu'  its  entire  manage- 
,  ment  shall  entitle  it  to  a  renewal  of  life ;  Uie 
longest  time  to  ascertain  its  bearing  upon  other 
interests,  and  to  mature  those  modiflcatiooa 
which  the  changed  condition  of  onr  conntry, 
arising  from  its  entire  freedom  from  debt,  itill 
make  proper  and  necessary,  whether  this  bank 
shall  be  rechartered,  or  another  be  made  to  take 
its  place,  with  all  and  more  than  its  ability  to 
be  useful,  and  without  its  powers  to  do  harm. 

The  modifications  of  the  charter  which  have 
been  already  proposed,  form  a  carious  and  im- 
portant subject  of  inquiry,  and  interpose  strong 
objeotione  against  any  renewal  before  they  have 
been  fully  considered.  It  would  not  be  in 
order  to  argue  them  at  this  time,  and  I  shall 
not  do  BO,  But  it  is  allowable  to  advert  to 
t^m  in  det^  that  we  may  have  a  fnll  nnder- 
standin^  of  the  bearing  which  they  have  upon 
the  Duun  qnestion  of  renewal.  Some  persons, 
whose  experience  in  Government  and  baDking 
^ves  to  their  opinions  great  weight,  declare 
that  it  is  unwise  for  the  Qovemment  to  hold 
any  stock  in  the  bank.  And  the  Government 
did  not  own  any  shares  in  the  first  bonk. 
Otbws  ot^eot  to  foreigners  tmng  permitted  to 


hold  any  stock  in  a  natlfHial  bank,  b  ■ 
thoDght  we  have  oqiital  cuon^  at  hcHM  ir 
the  purpose,  and  that  the  adraatagca  t>  tt 
derived  from  such  iDvestmcntB  Bhoald  Ic  c 
eured  to  onr  own  citizens,  if  for  no  otba  «i 
than  to  prevent  so  much  of  the  prododin  a- 
dusb?  of  the  nation  from  being  carried  dr«l 
annually,  to  pay  dividends  to  foreign  dc^ 
holders.  Hi,  Gallatin  oorrectl  j  sayn,  wbA  ■ 
investment  by  foreigners  will  c^iccsbe  m  i 
fbreign  loan,  taking  firom  the  cotmby  the  w^ 
interest  upon  it  And  to  this  ino«»v«m(W(ti 
yielded  so  far  as  to  suggest  a  modificitiN  d 
the  first  bank  when  it  apfJied  for  a  rHHwd  4 
its  charter,  providing  for  the  repajmeat  dm 
stock  held  by  foreigners  by  a  new  iiiil»ii  \'^m 
to  the  same  amonnt,  in  favor  of  ettuma.  J^ 
it  is  strongly  nrged  by  many  that  the  StMui 
this  Union  oonld  be  advantageoiuly  intmMd 
In  a  large  portion  of  the  csoital  of  a  b^^  at 
withstanding  the  number  ot  insljt 
they  have  chartered ;  that  aocb  an 
might  be  made  without  in  any  wa, 
wiUi  the  fair  advantages  of  onr  State  t^ 
The  abstract  propOMtion  luu  the  andiori^ri 
l£r,  Gallatin  to  sustun  it  When  it  wm^ 
posed  to  increase  the  capital  f^  Uie  fint  M 
n-om  ten  to  thirty  milUons,  be  ^Ktrgtmt  tt 
fifteen  millions  should  be  anba^^tad  ky  ii 
States,  and  suggested  that  their  iinlMiiii|iiw 
should  be  paid  in  t^  ap""al  inatatnMolKi  111 
such  was  Lis  regard  to  the  feelii^  vfaiet  >ii 
States  had  shown  upon  this  so^eet,  tb«  is 
proposed  no  branch  of  the  bank  dtonli  b 
established  in  any  of  them,  nnleas  imdisd  h 
by  ap  act  of  a  State  LegislatnreL  Tmr  fl 
connected  with  the  soggeetions  of  tlie  SW 
being  interested  in  a  bank,  BeverMl  e&tai 
mnch  importance.  For  instanee,  irbat  poiii 
in  the  direction  of  a  national  bank  s^nU  k 
^ven  to  the  States  t  At  what  rate  of  i]« 
est,  and  to  what  amount  loans  ahonld  be  mk 
to  the  States,  and  what  tax  they  dtonld  k 
allowed  to  levy  npon  the  capital  whieh  nark 
assigned  to  the  branches  established  in  tbial 
These,  and  other  questions  of  llie  same  kiiii 
we  shaU  have  to  discusH  and  detemune  vte 
we  consider  the  memorial  for  the  rcomi  i 
the  charter,  for  one,  I  am  disposed  to  del 
more  deliberately  than  con  be  d<Hie  at  ia 
session  of  Congress;  and  for  a  reaooa  i^itf 
from  their  intrinmc  importance,  which  is  M 
the  National  Oovenunent  havina  aasatned  iim- 
ooably  a  conourrent  power  wiUi  the  Stale  > 


latter,  that  their  power,  in  this  regard,  nuij  ■* 
be  entirely  absorbed  in  that  whidi  ttai  bM 
assumed.  Other  modifications,  too^  tS  gn' 
interest,  have  been  snggested,  and  whici  <* 
have  not  time  enou^  at  this  seaaiaii  of  Oo- 
gresB  to  settle.  For  instance,  to  what  anosA 
and  for  what  objecte,  and  at  what  rate  uf  kV^ 
est,  t^e  Government  dull  bonow  fion  d* 
bonk ;  and  the  rate  of  interest  which  the  W 
shall  pojy  to  die  Qovemnmeot  fbr  its  cdotf 
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laporita.  I  MTorive  in  the  bill  reported  for  b 
renewal  of  toe  oharter,  that  provmioD  is  made 
br  the  pftTment  of  interest  upon  depoaita,  bat 
Bie  nte  is  left  in  blank.  I  will  not  argae  now 
what  it  shoold  be,  bnt  I  maj  say,  without 
making  anj  treepiM  npon  the  privil^es  of 
labale  on  the  motion  before  as,  tkat  no  qnee- 
OoD  of  Dational  intereat  connected  with  the 
bank  la  m  important,  or  more  difflonlt  to  settle 
— reqnirtng  more  kiuiwledge  in  detaU  of  what 
&e  boainess  of  the  bank  has  been  npon  de- 
^ta.  Aa  a  qnertlon  of  taxation,  or  to  leasen 
taxes,  it  is  of  inoaloalable  importance,  ^m  the 
vrenne  whieb  BQoh  a  provision  may  be  made 
lo  prodnoe.  ^,  this  matter  is  not  well  nnder- 
itood  bj  na,  bet^nse  it  Is  a  noTel  thing  in  this 
xmotr;  for  peratms  to  receive  interest  npon  de- 
Msila  in  banks,  which  the^  may  draw  for  when 
ibe^'  please,  Bnt  it  is  becoming  known,  and 
rili  be  practised  extensively  in  a  few  years. 
Banks  are  now  oflbring  to  receive  and  pay  an 
nterest  of  three  per  cent  npon  current  deposits. 
Dntit  the  great  change  shall  take  place  of  re- 
lodog  OUT  revenne  from  imposts  to  the  wants 
it  the  Government,  which  all  agree  shonld  be 
lone ;  until  it  is  known  what  our  revenue  bere- 
rfter  is  to  be,  the  rate  cf  interest  to  be  pdd  to 
Ihe  Ooremment  npon  depowta  cannot  be  oor- 
netl;  fixed,  as  it  most  be  determined,  in  great 
part,  by  the  amonnts  which  Oia  hank  shall  from 
lime  to  time  have  In  nse. 

It  is  mnoh  qnestioned,  also,  if  the  privilege  to 
leal  in  foreign  exchange  shonld  be  continned  to 
he  bank.  It  belongs  to  the  community  npon 
irinoiple,  and  the  monopoly  which  the  bank 
us  of  it  at  this  time  is  made  profitable  to  it,  at 
he  expense  of  all  whose  business  aoenmulates 
\uid*  abroad,  and  to  all  whose  debts  abroad 
'eqnire  payment  there,  when  they  have  not  pro- 
Inoe  lo  sliip.  Now  the  price  of  exchange  is 
to  longer  regulated  by  the  operations  of  trade, 
IS  it  should  be,  bnt  by  the  power  of  the  bank 
10  make  it  rise  or  fiUl  at  ite  pleasure.  The 
Mok,  with  its  nnrivalled  means  and  credit, 
needs  only  to  expand  or  conli^ct  its  loans,  and 
Ibreign  exchange  mnst  rise  or  &1L  It  then  buys 
to  sell,  realiidnK  all  the  differences  caused  by 
its  own  oontrivanae.  Yon  have  ^ven  the 
privilege  to  it,  to  apply  this  power  when  it 
pleases  to  prodnoe  such  effects,  and  it  may  be 
M  reproach  to  its  directors  to  nse  it,  as  it  is  all 
in  the  way  of  trade.  But  the  inconveniences 
ind  losses  caused  to  others  from  the  bank 
liaring  the  privilege,  at  least  demand  from  us 
in  Inquiry  into  this  point,  that  we  may  know 
if  it  be  of  nadonal  benefit,  or  exdosively  of 
bank  profit  It  is  an  extenrive  sal^ect.  and 
will  one  d^  or  other  be  fblly  discnseed  Dere, 
OtoD^  it  cannot  now  be  done. 

In  these  brief  notices  of  the  roodiflcataiwa 
which  have  been  soggested,  it  is  probable  some 
that  are  important  hare  escaped  me ;  bnt,  rir, 
Ihere  are  two  which  I  confidently  rely  npoa 
the  good  sense  of  this  House  to  make  without 
I  mean  that  which  will  compel  the 
I  receive,  in  pajmcot  of  debts  doe  to 


itself;  its  own  notes  wherever  made  payable, 
and  that  of  restricting  it  fhtm  putting  into  cir- 
culation notes  of  less  than  twenty  dollara.  The 
first  it  mar  do  without  loss,  though  it  mar 
lessen  profits.  Bnt  it  should  be  remmbered 
that  the  profits  accruing  to  the  bank  by  its  not 
receiving  its  own  not«B  in  payment  of  debts 
dne  to  itself^  are  indirect,  never  contemplated 
when  the  privilege  waa  given  to  it  to  issue  bills 

Sayable  at  its  bnnohee,  and  only  to  be  made 
y  the  bank  I'Mhing  its  own  notes  at  a  dis- 
count, or  receiving  them  in  payment  at  the  rate 
of  the  difference  of  exchange  between  the 
places  where  a  debtor  of  the  bank  wishes  to  pay 
them,  and  where  the  bills  which  he  has  may  M 
payable,  or  the  debtor  Is  forced  to  inoar  the 
exjkense  of  a  discount  with  the  bank  to  take  m 
its  demand  against  Um,  though  he  has  its  bilu 
in  hand,  or  a  sale  most  be  made  of  them  to 
brokers  at  a  loss  for  such  notes  as  the  hank  will 
receive  in  p^ment  In  rither  event,  it  is 
increatdng  the  sum  the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  bia 
creditor.  The  contrary  prtolioe  would  cause 
no  low,  though  it  ml^  prevent  the  bank  from 


national  bank  shonld  deal  witJi  the  public. 

In  relation  to  the  restriction  of  tne  fssne  ot 
notes  of  small  denominations,  it  is  strongly 
recommended  by  all  thcee  reasons  whi^  urge 
us  to  mike  efforts  \o  increase  the  metallic  cur- 
rency of  this  oonntry.  Until  tliis  be  done,  the 
laboring  classes  of  onr  people  will  never  be  put 
npon  an  equality  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
wages  they  reoeive  for  their  services,  with  that 
value  which  is  p^d  to  all  other  persons  oanT- 
ing  on  any  kino  of  business.  The  five  dollar 
notes  issned  by  the  bank  are  no  doubt  of  great 
public  convenWoe  in  the  preeoit  Kate  of  onr 
onrrency ;  bnt  they  are  prindpally  so  to  travel- 
lers. They  ar»  of  no  convenience  to  ptnona 
who  are  stationarv ;  for  State  bank  notes  of 
similar  amounts,  where  they  are  put  ont,  answer 
all  their  pnrj>ose8.  The  first  are  not  to  be  found 
in  general  cirenlation.  The  Btate  banks  collect 
and  hold  them  aa  specie,  because  they  are  pay- 
able everywhere,  and  they  are  an  article  of 
tnfflc  in  onr  oonntry  towns.  The  nse  of  them, 
then,  to  the  public  oon^sts  in  their  oonvenienoe 
to  travellers.  Now,  this  may  be  obviated  by  a 
subsCitntion  of  gold  coin,  which  we  have  the 
ability  to  make  to  the  Ml  amount  of  all  each 
notes  iu  olronlation.  It  Is  only  neoeasary  for  us 
to  alter  our  present  false  statutory  relative  valne 
of  gold  ana  silver,  to  a  correot  standard,  by 
which  the  Indnoement  to  export  the  ^Id  now 
coined  at  onr  mint  will  no  longer  exist.  It  b 
probable  that  this  will  be  done,  as  the  pro- 

Sriety  of  it  is  becoming  every  day  more  obvions. 
int  it  cannot  be  done  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  yet,  bring  intended.  Its  connection 
with  the  currency  is  so  important,  that  It  forms 
a  strong  reason  for  us  to  abstun  from  making 
any  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  whi^ 
shall  be  considered  preparatory  to  the  renewd 
of  the  charter  at  this  session.    But  a  mon  ii^ 
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portant  modification  of  the  charter,  and  one 
which  we  u«  not  prepared  to  deCenuiQe,  v 
that  which  proposes  to  limit  the  dividend  to 
Btookholden  to  a  oertun  interest,  and  to  deter- 
aine  what  shall  be  the  disposition  of  the 
ezcesB.  It  will  l>e  anpported  bj  great  anthori- 
ty,  and  comes  reoommended  bj  practical  men 
in  monej  affairs  some  of  whom  are  in  faror 
of  recharteiing  the  tMnk.  Whether  it  shall  be 
done  aa  propoeed  in  the  memorial  upon  onr 
table  from  Boston,  bj  a  oaynient  of  one  per 
oent.  open  the  capital  to  the  Government,  and 
bj  permitting  the  States  to  tax  bo  mnch  of  the 
capital  aa  maj  be  asai^ed  to  the  branches  one 
per  cent.,  or  hj  limitmg  the  dividends  to  five 
per  cent  and  paying  tiie  smploa  into  the 
national  Treasnry ,  are  qneations  which  we  h&ve 
no  right  to  determine,  until  the  Btates  shall 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  ezpresa  themaelves 
npon  the  point,  and  after  ithasbeffli  tboronghlj 
canpafised  bj  the  public  Under  this  arrange- 
ment, the  bank  wonld  have  no  temptation  to 
ase  extraordinary  means  to  extend  its  bnsiness, 
of  which  there  has  been,  and  upon  good  gronnds, 
much  oomplainL  The  stock  would  in  ordinarj 
timea  be  worth  a  premium  of  ten  per  cent., 
and  those  who  hold  it  wonld  reap  a  certain 


nentlf  the  capitalists  in  an^ 
the  other  sugestions  for  a  modification  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
and  aeveral  others  which  I  abstain  fh>m  bring- 
ing to  the  notice  of  the  Honse,  show  how  im- 
portant a  ta«k  has  been  put  upon  na  by  the 
introdnction  of  the  memorial,  and  how  vain  it 
will  be  to  restrict  the  comnJttee  which  may  be 
appointed  to  inqnire  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  to  any  tiiuo,  with  the  view  of  passing 
upon  the  mun  qnestion  at  this  aession. 

A.more  interesting  reason,  however,  remains 
to  he  pven  for  the  postponement  of  this  eutgect 
to  a  distant  date.  We  are  now  npon  the  eve 
of  a  change  in  onr  condition,  which  makes  this 
nation  the  envy  and  admiration  of  all  other 
nations.  In  one  year,  and  three  befbre  the 
charter  of  the  bank  viU  expire,  the  public  debt 
will  be  pidd.  To  effect  this  triumph  of  onr 
system  of  Government,  and  jubilee  for  onr 
conntry,  it  is  proposed  to  dissolve  onr  partner- 
ship with  the  bank  by  the  sale  of  the  Govern- 
ment shares,  and  this  can  be  done  advanta- 
geously. Who  can  foresee  the  effects  which 
will  be  produced  npon  onr  policy,  general  con- 
dition, and  trade,  by  this  nation's  entire  freedom 
from  debt  f  It  reqnires,  at  once,  and  we  are  at 
this  time  engaged  in  making  arrangements  for 
the  redoction  of  more  flian  half  of  onr  revenue 
from  imposts — onr  only  kind  of  taxation.  In 
whatever  way  it  may  be  done,  changes  in  the 
direction  of  our  commerce,  quantities  and  kinds 
of  produce  imported  and  sent  abroad,  most 
fbllow.  Capital  will  seek  other  or  more  ex- 
tended channels  for  specolation  and  investu^enL 
and  the  principles  regulating  consnmption  will 
probably  act  with  an  energy  never  experienced 


in  any  oommeniial  nation,  and  of  oW  « 
cannot  have  an  idea,  nntil  the  effHtiMh 
seen  and  felt.  Ita  influence  npcn  igtin^ 
upon  the  staples  of  the  South  and  VoLd 
npon  the  mannfactures  of  the  North  uj  I4 
must  all  be  now  left  to  oonjectore.  Ftasfr 
public  improvement  and  uie  enlvpna  i 
private  companies  wilt  ext«nd  the  fitU  ri 
requirements  for  labor,  perhi^  eatird^itanf 
its  relations  of  value  and  employnuDt  B  it 
eiiating  state  of  things.  What  tt^uHj  ■ 
foretell  the  changes  it  may  ooetani  a  ■ 
general  poUcy,  and  upon  that  p*rtiailtri;c» 
nected  with  the  din)osition  of  onr  vHtsiW 
territory  ?  Upon  the  sale  of  that  poilin  if  ii 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  Btatea;  npnli 
application  of  the  revenae  to  be  dvindfis 
the  sales  of  our  land,  now  more  thia  te 
millions  annnally,  and  increasing  in  i^bm»i 
all  certain  calculation  t  Already  ir»  btn  t 
proposition  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tni^ 
to  sell  to  the  States  the  national  donuiB  aMl 
in  them.  It  is  oonntenanced  eitcamtr,! 
the  beat  manner  to  rid  ooraetves  of  «  n)i>s' 
great  ubUoiIbI  disquietude.  The  StatcsdeMli 
possess  the  lands.  They  are  jealona  cf  IM 
control  which  we  must  have  over  tk  M 
while  we  continue  to  own  them,  but  iriuA^ 
think  interferes  with  their  soverdgntT.iOi' 
interests,  and  prospective  welftre.  Th(j  l« 
some  reason  for  discontent,  as  the  ^sstati 
the  price  of  the  knde  into  the  oationij  TnMT 
exhanata  their  means.  This  evil  te  suami 
and  may  ere  long  cause  feelings  wUi* 
Oovemment  is  not  strong  eiio<^  te  ort^ ; 
but  by  the  ezereise  of  powers  wffidimsfi^ 
it  too  strong.  The  Secretary's  pnqwai  ^  ■ 
will  become  popolar  in  every  part  <tftbiaB' 
try.  Something  of  the  kfiid  wiD  b*  a^" 
in  a  year  or  two,  and  the  m^anin&a  i* 
national  bank  should  and  oan  fa«  made  U  in 
some  reference  to  this  point,  by  wUfli  ^ 
Btat«s  may,  more  conveniently,  and  vitkrt' 
pressure  of  extraordinary  taxation,  mb  *• 
purchase.  The  twen^-six  milhow  rf  * 
counts  eigoyed  in  the  Weet,  at  this  tiiM,br<" 
indulgence  of  the  bank,  and  ita  fire  mlSiMa  ■> 
currency  in  bank  checka,  arc  worthtas  u^ 
modations.  compared  with  the  results  •lii*' 
dne  regard  to  the  sul^ject  m^  produce  tn  » 
Western  States.    It  will      '  ^-  '■  ""  ^ 


tfthtiil 


nae  of  credit,  with  all  the ^ 

ing  burinesB  done  in  that  manner— tk 
increase  of  capital ;  but  a  nationsl  bnic,  ^ 
erly  organiMd,  may  be  made  to  thoK  *» 
the  means  of  independenoe,  of  soreraJgn'T''!' 
all  the  lands  in  their  borders,  of  the  pfs*^ 
of  oppressive  taxation,  of  an  increase  dW' 
tion  and  power. 

Wkdnxsdat,  Uarch  14. 
Bank  of  (fe  OiitCwi  Statt»—I»imy  •»** 
Cmduet. 
The  Hotue  rammed  tbe  oonddenttCBiifc 
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Outton's  reaolatioii,  with  the  atnendment 
oSenA  thweto. 

Mr.  HuBBASD  Bsid  there  had  been  h  discns- 
doD  of  about  two  weeks  apon  the  Dripnal  re«o- 
Intioo.  Not  the  gentleman  fhnn  Qeonria,  (Mr. 
Vayhk,)  from  Rhode  bland,  (Mr.  BrKaEs,} 
tnd  from  MuMohmettt,  (Ur.  Adams,)  had  pro- 
p4)aed  amendments,  all  of  which  woidd  proba- 
Uj  1^x1  to  farther  diaoasrion.  He  woold  anb- 
nit  to  the  Honse  whether  other  bounesa  of  im- 
|M>rtanee  did  not  reqnirv  ita  action.  He  moved 
the  previons  qneetion. 

A  eall  of  the  Eonae  was  moved,  and  carried ; 
ind  after  the  call  of  the  HoDse  had  prooeeded, 

Mr.  Booh  moved  to  eospend  the  call. 

Mr.  MoDdtfib  said  the  qaeslioa  was  decislTB 
in  the  bank,  and  all  ita  conseqnenoea.  He 
belied  there  would  be  a  foil  Honse  when  it 
was  taken.  The  snbject  for  the  last  week  or 
wo  had  been  dlscnsaed  entirely  upon  one  side. 
Thongh  bs  had  felt  called  on  to  answer  several 
irgmneuts  advanced  on  the  merits  of  the  bank 
Ihat  bad  been  urged,  he  bad  abstained  alb^ether 
from  entering  into  the  debate.  He  wanted  a 
report  on  the  subject ;  he  did  not  care  how  ex- 
twnve  the  investigation  was,  if  it  leit  time  to 
Kt  on  the  matter  here ;  he  never  ooold  vote 
Ii>r  the  inqniry  without  a  limitation  of  time  as 
jontemplatad  bj  the  amendment  of  the  gNitle- 


bim,  he  felt  bound  to  Mj  that  h«  had  sot  dis- 
luaaed  the  merits  of  the  bank  at  all ;  he  had 
xHj  endeavored  to  Bhow  the  neoeaaity  of  an 
inonirj  into  ita  affairs. 

Mr.  Boon  withdrew  hia  motion  to  suspend 
OteoalL  "^ 

The  absentees  were  called  over,  and  ezousee 
made ;  ei^t  memben  were  abaent,  for  whom 
DO  exonaea  were  offered. 

Mr.  Ltox  moved  to  suspend  the  oalL 

Mr.  WioKLUTB  was  aa  anxious  to  pot  an  end 
to  the  discussion  aa  the  geotlemau  from  New 
Bampdiire,  (Mr.  Hubbued,)  but  he  wished  the 
question  to  be  taken  in  the  nanal  manner.  He 
voold  vote  to  snspend  the  call  if  the  previous 
]uestion  was  withdrawn,  otherwise  he  ahonld 
rote  ag^Bt  It. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB  wished  for  a  foE  ezprea^on  of 
Ite  seotimenta  of  the  House  on  the  question. 
L  precipitate  decision,  in  the  abaenoe  of  mem- 
ban,  he  thought,  waa  improper. 

Mr.  JoBHBOK,  of  Eentocky,  said  he  believed 
noat  of  the  abeenteee  who  were  able  to  be 
neaent  were  at  the  door  waiting  for  admlt- 
;  if  the  call  was  suspended,  and  the  door 
ironu  besa 


ifMned,  the  Honse  « 


laithad 


Mr.  HmBUB,  in  replf  to  the  appeal  made  to 
lim  to  withdraw  the  previous  question,  sud  he 
hought  quite  time  enough  haa  been  spent  in 
he  debate.  He  coold  n^  consent  to  open  the 
loor  to  another  three  weeka'  debate. 

Mr.  Adaiu  said  he  doubted  whether  the 


Erinted  reaolntion  provided  that  the  oommittee 
B  chosen  hj  ballot. 

The  Spiaebb  said  he  was  informed  by  the 
Olerk  that  it  was  ao  printed  by  the  mistake  of 
theprinter. 

The  Clerk  read  the  original  resolution  offered 
bj  Mr,  Ojjlttos. 

Mr.  Aduis.  Suppose  the  resolution  is  adopt- 
ed in  that  shape,  the  ^fuestion  arises  as  to  the 
number  of  tike  committee,  which  maj  be  de- 
bated for  six  weeks.  The  gentleman  from 
G«OT^a,  (Mr.  Watnx,)  who  had  addressed  the 
House  gre&tij  to  his  SBtls&ction,  said  he  did 
not  debate  the  merits  of  the  bank.    Sir,  if  a 

auestion  is  seriously  made  as  to  the  nnmber  of 
le  oommittee,  the  merits  of  every  thing  will  be 
open  to  debate.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Hampehire  (Mr.  Hdbbakd)  will  not  accomplish 
the  end  in  view  bj  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion, when  other  points  on  the  resolution  are 
open  to  debate.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  given  notice 
of  the  amendment  he  proposed  in  anticipation 
of  this  motion.  The  reason  of  his  amendment 
was,  that  the  original  resolution,  in  bis  opinion, 
transcended  the  powers  of  the  House. 

The  Si>EAKKB  said  the  qneetion  before  the 
House  was  the  suspension  <a  the  oall ;  tiie  pre- 
viotis  qnartion  was  not  a  aubject  of  debate. 

Mr.  Adams  sud,  showing  ue  original  reaohi- 
tiou  to  be  an  improper  one  afforded  a  very  good 
reason  against enspending  tikeoalL  The  resolu- 
tion was  improper,  becauM,  when  an  inqaisito- 
risl  proceeoing  is  instituted,  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  branacend  the  powers  of  the  Honse. 

The  Spxaxxb  repeated  it  was  not  in  order  to 
debate  the  reacdntion  on  a  motion  to  suspend 
tihe  ball  (tf  the  Houses 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  nol  debating  the 
resolaUon ;  he  waa  only  stating  the  grotmda 
why  the  call  should  not  be  auspended.  In 
settling  a  qneation  of  so  much  national  impor- 
tance, which  involved  not  only  the  righta  of  this 
oorporation,  but  tiie  power  of  the  m>nse  Itael^ 
there  should  be  a  fnU  attendanoe  of  the  meat- 
hem.  The  amendment  he  should  propose  waa 
founded  on  the  idea  tiiat  the  original  reaolntion 
transcended  the  power  of  tbe  Haose.  He  did 
not  wish  any  member  placed  iu  a  humiliating 
ntnation  besore  the  Honae,  but  he  hoped  the 
call  would  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  hoped  tiie  call  would  be 
suspended,  and  the  motion  for  the  {^vions 

IueetioQ  be  seconded,  that  the  debate  before 
le  House  might  proceed.  He  had  been  at- 
tacked by  two  of  his  colleagues  in  a  manner 
that  required  faim  to  repel  or  extdain,  or  both ; 
whieh  be  was  anxious  to  do.  He  supposed  it 
would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  go  into  the 
matter  at  this  time. 

Tbe  Spbaxeb  sold  it  would  not 

Mr.  Boot  could  not  vote  in  a  mamier  that 
wonld  deny  himself  that  privilege. 

Mr.  EvRBzn  wonld  remark  that  the  previous 
question  waa  a  motion  odious  at  all  times ;  Ita 
only  proper  interpontion  is  when  the  friends 
of  A  measore  think  the  opponents  have  pro- 
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tracted  the  debate  beyond  Teosooable  lunita. 
It  was  apparent  llib  was  not  the  cose  here. 
The  fHends  of  the  bank  had  hardlj  entered  into 
the  debate.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampefaire  (Ur.  BchhaiU))  would  ODiueiit 
to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  HuBBAKD  a^d  it  was  due  himielf  to  state, 
that  before  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Hr. 
WATm)  addreased  the  Hoose,  he  had  attempted 
to  get  the  floor  for  tbe  pnrpow  of  moving  the 

Erevloaa  qneation.  He  hsa  determined  to  em- 
race  the  first  opportnni^  lor  Qmtpnrpoae.  The 
important  bngineaa  wbioh  preaaed  ittim  <m  Ote 
attention  of  the  House  forbade  him  to  withdraw 
it,  eapeciall;  after  the  annnnoiation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Tork,  (Mr.  Boot.) 

Mr.  JsttirCB  stud  if  the  preTioiu  qaeatioD  was 
SQBtained,  the  ohairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  wonld  have  no  opportauitj-  of 
vindicating  himself  and  olber  persons  impli- 
oated.  He  oonid  not  vote  to  deprive  them  of 
thatririit, 

Mr.  Okii»  roee  to  inquire  whether  tiiia  gen- 
era] debate  was  in  order. 

The  Spiakbb  said  it  was  in  order  to  disonss 
the  propriety  of  suspending  the  call,  bat  not  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  LvoN  withdrew  the  motion  to  sDspend 
the  call,  in  order,  he  sud,  to  pat  an  end  to  tbe 
debate.  It  was  immediatdy  renewed  hj 
another  member. 

Mr.  BiAKDBLBT  BtlA  the  qneflUcni  before  the 
House  was  the  snspenricm  of  tlie  call,  which  is 
opposed,  because  tne  previoDS  qnestion,  which 
follows,  will  prevent  tiie  gentlranan  from  South 
Oarolina  <Mr.  MoDdftix)  from  addressing  the 
House.  That  gentlemui  cert^ly  does  not  wish 
to  address  the  House  against  tbe  ori^nal  reeo- 
Intion.  When  ft  was  proposed  to  seod  it  to  the 
Oommittae  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  gentleman 
stated  that  tiie  inquiry  shonid  begone  into  fully 
and  oompleCely.  He  presumed  tie  did  not  wish 
now  tn  cnange  his  ground.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  MassBoha- 
setts  was  principally  to  ^tpend  a  limitation  of 
time  to  tjiis  resolution.  He  would  inquire 
whether  that  limitation  could  not  be  equally 
well  effected  by  instructions,  independent  of  tlie 
resoludon.  Heshould  not  support  the  previous 
question  from  any  wish  te  prevent  the  discms- 
sion  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Root,) 
but  ths  time  had  arrived  wnen  other  objeot« 
required  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Boon  said,  as  the  question  was  about  to 
be  taken  on  anspending  the  call,  he  wonld  state 
that,  of  the  el^t  members  who  were  absent, 
witJiout  excuse,  two  were  sick  in  bed,  and  five 
(ff  six  were  in  attendance  at  the  door. 

The  qaestion  on  saspending  the  call  was  car- 
ried. 

The  call  for  the  previons  qneetlon  was  then 
tried,  and  was  not  seconded  by  a  mqoritr  of 
the  House ;  the  yeas  Ijeing  80,  Uie  nays  100. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  now  move  his 
amendment  to  the  amanilmant,  of  the  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Watnb.) 
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wished  to  IT 


ments  separately. 

Mr.  AoAKs  than  wiUidrew  his 

Mr.  Olay  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoom;  vlaii 
was  lost. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Vii^ 
amendment,  and  lost — yeaa  S6,  nayi  ISL 

Mr.   Aduis  then  raored  his  SBSidai 
the  original  reaolntion,  as  follows: 

To  strike  out  after  tbe  word  "mrantsi'l 
remainder  of  the  reaolntian,  and  to  in 
speet  the  books,  ind  te  exanbe  lite 
of  tbe  Bulk  of  Uie  United  States,  to  report  lie 
snd  to  report  whether  the  provinons  of  in  di 
have  been  <riolsted  or  not ;  that  the  ssidMai 
have  lesve  to  meet  in  the  dty  of  Flulidl^ 
shall  make  their  final  report  theieaa,  sa  or  k 
the  fourteenth  day  of  April  next ;  tint  Ogj 
power  tosrndfor  persons  and  papers,  snd  tots. 
the  requisite  clerks ;  the  ezpensei  of  vUcb  t 
be  audited  sod  slloired  by  the  CommhUr  of  i 
counts,  and  paid  out  of  the  contfngent  fiod  Uf^ 

Mr  Anuis's  amendment  was  adopted  (7^ 
following  vote : 

Tits. — Messrs.  Adams,  Adiur,  0,  ADu, 
Appleton,  AnostroDg,  Arnold,  AMcj,  I 
Banks,  N.  Barber,  John  8.  Bsiboor,  B)  . 
Barstew,  I.  a  Batea,  Branch,  Brign  B* 
Bnrd,  Gaboon,  Gboate,  CoQier,  Le«ii  Cmi 
BUas  Condit,  Eteutheroa  Gooka,  B«m  Cui 
Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Ciaig,  &aM,  Cn 
Creighloo,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Deubeti,  '■ 


1,  Qreonell,   HasWr,  1 

KendiSl.  ,  ,  „. 
R.  HcCoy,  UcDuffle,  HcEsy,  UcEeDmn,  Use 
Uilligui,  Ifuhlenbetv,  Mewion,  Fcute,  FadlH 
Pitcher,  Potts,  J.  Reed,  Root,  Soswi,  Wa. 
Shepard,  A.  H.  Sief^nrd,  Blade,  biith.  "  ' 
^Dce,  Stanberry,  Slewut,  Stom,  B.. 
Taylop,  P.  Thomas,  TompUos,  Tracy,  V•Be^  f 
pluiok,  TInlon,  Wasbington,  Wattfwffa,  WA 
E.  WhiHleaev,  F.  Whitlksey,  £.  D.  Wlils,  Wi 
liffe,  WUde,  WiUiams,  Teung— 106. 

Nats.— Uessrs.  Aleuoder,  B.  ADen,  itiaf 
Angel,  Bsrnwell,  Jsmes  Bates,  fieudskj,  B 
Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blur,  John  Btiir,  Bf 
Bouok,  BouUln,  J.  Brodhemd,  J.  C.  Brodki 
Cambreleng,  C»rr,  Carson,  Chandler,  CbbftO 
borne,  Clsy,  Clayton,  Coke,   Cornier,  " 


Hsrdis,  HasoD,  UoCarty,  W.  McCoy,  Kcbliit 
B.  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Pktteo,  Pi«" 
Polk,  E.  C.  Seed,  Bencher,  Boane,  Soolt,  ^ 
Blandifer,  Stephens,  F.  Thomas,  W.  TtaiT'*" 
J.  Thomson,  Ward,  WardwcII,  Wjyns,  ff« 
Wheeler,  C.  P.  White,  Worthjngton— 91 

Mr.  Aducs  moved  tbe  oomouUet  c«^ 
seven— adopted. 
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The  Honse  then  (at  ught  o'elook)  a^Jon™^ 

HoBDAT,  Uaroh  19. 
Bithop  Floret — Semittioa  qf  Dvtiei. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  Joseph 
Ibxet  was  retd  a  Uiird  tame. 

[The  hill  anthorised  the  Temiarion  of  the  da- 
iaa  OD  oerbUa  puDtinga  and  ohnroh  ftirnitnre, 
ireMQted  br  the  hiog  of  tbe  French  to  the 
)atholio  Biaaop  of  Burastown,  Eentnok;,] 

ib.  Boa±x,  of  New  York,  regretted  that  he 
ell  it  his  doty  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
itikODch  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabit- 
ing of  a  State  where  be  had  man7  personal 
kimda.  Whatwutheolfjectof tbebill!  Was 
t  intended  to  secure  an^  pablio  benefit  t  Bid 
t  address  itself  either  to  the  Jnstiee,  the  eqaitf, 
ir  the  poliof  of  the  Honse  t  Did  onr  oonstjtn- 
lon  recognize  anj  oonnection  between  chnrcb 
md  State  t  If  the  bill  bad  been  in  a.  general 
bnn,  extending  the  like  benefit  to  all  ebarchee 
iinilarly  ritvated,  it  wonld  have  been  better 
intitled  to  consideration  j  bat  what  was  its 
)l!jeott  To  remit  the  dntiea  on  cert^  paint- 
nga  preaented  to  a  partionlar  ohnreh.  It  was 
mt  two  dojs  sinoe  that  the  House  was  very 
lear  refosing  its  assent  to  remit  the  dnty  on 
Kt  naefol  ui  article  as  railroad  iron,  thongh  that 
Intf  was  required  neither  for  protection  nor 
■erenne.  This  bill  proposed  to  promote  no  na- 
ional  interest — it  addressed  itself  to  the  mere 
iberalitr  of  the  Honse,  and  asked  Congress  to 
)aj  back  from  the  TresHnry  a  sum  of  money 
vljich  had  legititnatelj  come  into  it.  The  table 
)f  the  Honse  alreadj  groaned  with  the  loAs  of 
wtitions  on  anbjeots  pretending  some  lawful 
llaim  to  its  regard ;  bat  if  the  Honse  proceeded 
10  ratii^  mere  ^tplicationa  to  ite  Uberolit;,  the 
^le  wonld  not  only  groan,  but  wonld  be  soon 
woken  down  with  the  mass  of  Buoh  applica- 
ioni. 

Mr.  WiOKum  regretted  the  gentleman  f^m 
Hew  York  (Mr.  HoaaN)  had  not  Meleoted  some 
ither  of  the  nmnerona  bills  which  had  been, 
md  were  now  upon  the  calendar,  to  press  the 
Mnsideration  of  those  general  principles  to 
vhich  he  had  invited  the  attention  of  the  Honse. 
rhe  dat7  of  defending  the  principle  involved  in 
iit  bill  had,  however,  bj  the  opposition  of  the 
{entleman,  been  devolved  upon  him,  and  be 
■ronid  detain  the  Honse  bnt  a  verj  short  time 
n  ita  disohai^e.  About fonryearesince  be  had 
H«aented  the  ^plication  of  the  worthy  indi- 
ndnal  whom  the  bill  proposed  to  relieve.  That 
VpUcation  bad  alwars  met  with  the  faror  of 
■M  Oommlttee  of  Ways  and  Heana,  and  the 
aill  had  two  or  three  times  pasMd  ttda  Honse 
vithont  otfjeotion,  bnt  was  never  aAed  npon 
n  the  Senate,  for  want  of  time.  The  question 
ru  again  before  ns,  approved  by  the  nnited 
roioe  of  tbe  committee  who  reported  the  bill. 
Hr.  ^eaker,  tbe  House  will  pardon  me,  said 
Itr.  W.,  while  1  tresfiaas-  long  enongh  upon 
their  liiiie  to  do  Joatioe  to  a  worthy  man, 


Bishop  Flaget,  for  whose  relief  this  bill  Is  de- 
signed; he  is  my  constituent  and  friend.  He 
is  a  man  who  has  devoted  a  bfe  of  near  seventy 
years  in  dispeDsing  acta  of  benevolence  and 
the  chrietian  charities.  He  Iras  once  a  resident 
of  this  District,  having  under  hia  charge  the 
valuable  college  of  Georgetown,  where  hia  ta- 
bors in  the  6Buse  of  Bcienoe,  morality,  and  reli- 
E'  in,  will  long  be  remembered  by  all  who 
ew  him. 

His  destiny,  or  the  orders  of  tbe  chnroh  to 
which  he  belongs,  placed  him  at  the  head  at 
the  Catholic  church  in  Bairdstown,  where,  is 
the  exercise  of  the  dntiea  of  bishop  and  phiian- 
thropist  in  his  diocese,  he  has  endeared  himsdf 
to  the  community  whose  society  be  adorns. 
This  is  not  all,  sir.  With  bis  own  means,  uded 
by  the  liberal  contribntion  of  the  members  of 
his  own  church,  and  of  individnala  belonging 
to  otiier  denominations,  he  has  built  np  a  oof 
lege,  which  is  both  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
the  littie  village  in  which  itisBitnat«d.  In  this 
college  arc  tanzht  all  those  branches  of  osefbl 
knowledge  and  of  scienoe,  which  qualify  man 
for  the  duties  of  life  and  its  rational  enjoymenta. 
This  college,  witbont  the  add  of  goverimental 
endowment,  brought  into  existence  and  sus- 
tained by  individual  enterprise,  will  Icee  noth- 
ing in  comparison  with  any  college  in  tbe  Union. 
Birj  I  believe  it  the  best  west  of  the  monntaius. 
In  it  are  annnally  instructed  abont  two  hun- 
dred of  the  yonth  of  onr  country  upon  terms 
moderate,  ^d  we  have  in  ita  discipline  a  per- 
fect goaruity  for  tbe  preservation  of  the  morale 
of  onr  yonng  men.  its  portals  are  opened  to 
all  denominations.  Religious  bigotry  does  not 
extend  it^  unhallowed  inflnences  over  the  COQ- 


felt  in  all  ranks  of  society.  The  orphan  and 
the  destitute  find  ready  access  to  the  benefite 
of  this  institnlion ;  and  when  there  ta  an  tn* 
ability  to  pay  the  moderate  charges  of  board 
and  instmction,  none  are  made.  I  will  say 
nothing,  sir,  of  the  immense  amount  of  money 
expended  on  the  buildings  of  thia  oollege. 

Connected  with  this  institution  is  the  cathe- 
dral and  church,  the  reeidenoe  of  Bishop  Ela^et, 
The  eipendituree  incident  to  euoh  an  eatabliah- 
ment  as  the  two  I  have  named,  have  been  mofn 
than  equal  to  the  private  means  and  contribu- 
tions devoted  to  the  purposes  of  tlie  institution, 
and  its  founder  has  felt,  and  atill  feels,  tbe  con- 
sequent embarraaemente.  These  embarrass- 
menta  have  been  in  some  meaaare  relieved  by 
considerable  donations  of  church  liimitnre  and 
college  apparatus,  from  persons  in  Italy  and 
France.  Tbe  dntiea  upon  such  articles  have 
been  romitted  heretofore  by  the  liberality  of 
Congress.  The  articles  npon  which  doties  have 
been  paid,  and  which  the  bill  contemplatea  to 
refnnd,  consist  of  paintings  and  other  articles  of 
church  ftimitnre,  preeent^d  some  years  since  by 
the  then  Duke  of  Orleans,  now  King  of  the 
French,  to  the  Biabop  of  Bairdstown.  He 
could  not  refuse  to  accept  the  o&ring ;  by  ai 
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eepting,  however,  he  had  to  paj  the  duties, 
which  your  reTenue  laws  impose  upon  articles 
iinport«d  from  abroad.  These  orlJoleB  would 
not  have  been  purohased  and  imported.  Thej 
have  Dot  been  hrooght  into  the  oonntrf  as 
merobandbe,  do  not  enter  into  the  conaump- 
tioQ  of  the  coontiy,  and  therefore  do  not,  I 
hnmhly  conoeive,  fall  within  the  principle  or 
spirit  otjour  revenne  system.  Thej  are  speci- 
inens  of  art  and  taate  dedgned  as  omaineiits 
to  a  house  of  public  worehip. 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 
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1  trust,  Kr.  Speaker,  that  the  circnmataDce 
Ibat  this  application  is  in  behalf  of  a  On  '    " 

bishop  will  Dot  prejudice  themind of  aay 


1  behalf  of  a  Oatholio 
^__j 3  the  mind  of  aoy  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  I  am  snre  it  does  not  the 
honorable  member  ^m  New  Tork.  I  would 
extend  this  relief  to  any  church  or  pnblic  insti- 
tution, and  to  none  sooner  than  the  Catholic. 
I  live  among  them.  They  are,  like  other  de- 
nominations, honest  in  their  religious  opinion^ 
content  to  worship  in  the  mode  their  edocation 
and  habits  tao^ht  them  to  believe  to  be  right, 
and  whtcb  their  Judgments  approre.  Tl^y  are 
honest,  indostrlouB,  and  patnotio  citizens,  de- 
voted to  the  free  institntions  of  the  country. 
I  mean  not  to  say  they  are  more  so  than  other 
deoominationB ;  oertunly  they  are  not  less 
patriotio  and  liberal  in  th^  opinions  and  prac- 
ticea  than  others  of  my  constituents.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  withdraw 
bis  oppontion  to  this  bill ;  the  amount  involved 
is  i!™<>Ui  I'ot  it  is  to  the  very  worthy  man, 
Bishop  Flaset  at  this  time  of  much  consequence. 
At  least,  I  shall  look  with  confidence  for  the 
Judgment  of  this  House  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  &e  bUl. 

Mr.  ViRPLABOE  sud  that  this  bill  had  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans. 
He  should  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what 
had  been  so  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  as  to  the  character  and  claims  of 
Bishop  Flaset,  but  would  merely  state  the  gen- 
eral principle  which  had  governed  the  commit' 
tee  in  reporting  the  bill — a  principle  which  had 
been  settled  aRei  full  discussion,  on  more  than 
one  ocoauon,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  that  House. 
The  duties  had  not  been  remitted  on  all  impor- 
tations made  for  the  use  of  churches  or  liberal 
institutions,  but  the  principle  adopted  by  the 
Government  was,  that  it  ought  not  to  tax  the 
donations  of  learned  or  pious  men  abroad  to 
institutions  of  religion  or  literature  in  this 
country.  That  principle  had  first  been  settled 
in  reference  to  books  and  apparatus  presented 
to  one  of  our  colleges.  There  were  ten  or 
twelve  laws  of  this  character  upon  our  statute 
book,  and  there  were  four  or  five  bills  of  a  simi- 
lar description  at  present  reported  to  this  House 
and  the  other.  'Hie  principle  appeared  to  him 
a  sound  one ;  we  ought  not  to  tax  these  fruits 
ofpbilanthropyandprooftofgoodwilL  Enough, 
and  more  than  enough,  has  l^en  done  to  check 
this  species  of  friendly  intercourse,  and  all  those 
acts  of  kindness  between  diSerent  nations  which 
were  calculated  to  cause  men  to  remember  that 
they  all  formed  parts  of  one  great  family.     A 


religion,  however,  and  a  cwoHsa 

terest  in  the  cnmvationof  sdene^lMiilk 
gether  large  maaaeaof  men  on  bothafarfk 
Atlantic,  audit  waa  not  gradow  to  tiittal» 
nations  which  onr  brethrem  abroad  iq^li 
disposed  tomakoto  thoinstJtntioBtirfwM 
world. 

l£r.  HooAir  replied  that  the  exjtoittiiaiiii 
had  b«en  gives  was  so  pwJectly  MtiArtnj* 
him,  that  he  wonld,  with  {deuun^  viMi 
his  objections  to  the  hill. 

The  bill  was  paaaed  withont  fitrthsm* 


MmtCAT,  A^il  9. 
7%«  BngliA  JTiMwruiI— CMmtulwa  oJ  k 

Ur.  Chiltoh  Au.ui  pervented  a  nwn 
which,  he  stated,  waa  awted  by  a  ray  !# 
number  of  the  citizens  ca  Kentocky  of  tip 
ties,  praying  Congreaa  tomakeanafffopnM 
for  the  purpoee  or  colonizing  the  me  pie^i 

A  similar  memorial  was  presBatcd  ift. 
ToMPZiKB,  of  Kentucky.    Both  uMm<nlt<« 

referred, 

Mr.  Uebokb  presented  a  memorial  faa* 
dry  snlifects  of  Great  Britain,  reaidiDgBKl' 
land,  craving  Oongress  to  ud  Ihs  Ajwri" 
Colonization  Society,  as  an  effeetoal  lamt* 
ultimat^  Buppreasing  the  AMcan  8U*«ii4 
io.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  IL  moved  that. the  memcKiil  lienAM 
to  the  Select  CommiUee  ^pointed  oollit^ 
oniztfon  subject;  and,  without  beii^  nd,' 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  b«  so  refund. 

Ur.  Polk  soon  aA«r,  having  inqnind  iuta 
nature  and  source  of  the  meni(Hvl,iMTat, 
reconsideration  of  the  question  on  itiiefcRM| 
At  lie  time  of  its  introduction,  he  sad,  i»»' 
very  indistjuctly  heard  the  nature  of  il  OM  i 
or  he  should  have  olgected  to  it  then;  Ih" 
since,  however,  learned,  on  inqmiy, '*''*|!* 
a  memorial  rigned  by  Britiah  suyecU  rew* 
in  Great  Britwn,  praying  for  the  »bQli|w* 
slavery,  and  reoommending  an  appropnWi''','! . 
the  United  States  Congress  to  the  OiooiM* 
Society,  for  the  better  attaimnant  of  ^^jn  I 
of  that  society  in  the  colonization  oS  MM*  i 
people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  '''^'''Jl 
Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  comment  an  theanp" 
character  of  the  petition,  coming,  uitMl^: 
foreigners  redduit  in  a  foreign  ooantrTi*  ' 
relatmg  to  matters  with  whioh  those  wl»5j 
it  oonld  not  possibly  have  any  ooncan.  «■  ! 
not  attribute  any  imi»oprie^y of  oop^"^ 
gentleman  who  presented  it  to  the  Hw* 
weil-knoWn  character  of  the  membw  fr»  v* 
ginia  shielded  him  from  the  P<**''^'''(^2  ■ 
imputation  of  improper  motives  in  wtMW 
this  memorial ;  he  hadnodoobtihitp™"* 
had  acted  with  an  honest  convictioo  of  JsP 
priety  and  ntiUty,  but  be  (Mr.  P.)  mwl'^ 
mitted  to  say  that  hia  views  of  ll>»  ■!" 
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Uffend  materially  from  those  enterttuned  bf 
lim.  He  oonsidered  that  foreignera  had  noth- 
hr  whatever  ti>  do  in  regpeot  to  anj  meaaarea 
iruioh  might  be  adopted  in  reference  to  this 
freat  qnestton :  thetr  interference  In  it  in  the 
ilgtiteat  degree  was  imcalled  for  and  imperti- 
leot,  The  mbjeot  itself  waa  one  of  the  greats 
lat  diffionlty  and  delioaoy — the  agitation  of  that 
IDWtion,  even  bj  those  who  were  moaC  deeplj" 
Btereeted  in  its  a^nstment,  was  a  matter  wbitdi 
squired  the  Qtmost  cantion :  the  fiooae  were 
erapnloiiB  of  Bating  on  it,  even  upon  the  memO' 


leliberatet;  ooght  thej  then  to  oouaider  it  upon 
his  opplioatioa  of  foreigners  t  When  the 
nemonal  was  presented  \yj  the  gentleman 
tarn  Virginia,  ne  (Hr.  P.)  repeated  that  the 
mtotnxrj  eataroMry  of  its  contents  and  pnrport 
ras  BO  indistinctlT  made  as  not  to  be  beard  by 
dm.  He  shonld,  therefore,  move  a  reoonsider- 
ition  of  the  reference  given  to  it. 

Hr,  HsBOEB  had  diatincOy  stated  at  the  time 
le  presented  this  memorial,  that  tt  came  from 
Iritish  Bnbjeola  re«ident  in  England.  It  was 
mown  to  many  gentlemen  who  heard  him,  that 
he  Oolonizadon  Socie^  had  an  agent  abroad 
ngaged  ia  soliciting  peonniary  ud  towards  its 
eaonrees.  The  memorial  was  respeothl  in  its 
enor,  nor  was  it  Jnatly  chargeable  with  an  im- 
wtinent  ii^erferenoe  in  onr  affairs.    It  did  not 

mment  to  aid  in  the  general  design  of  the 
iMUtiaii  of  slavery ;  ani^  «s  a  meana  of  doing 
o,  tliat  it  wtmld  ooontenancethe  designs  of  the 
Monization  Societ]^,  The  memorialiBtB  were 
sembers  of  that  society.  The  doctrine  of  the 
lentleman  from  Tennenee  (Mr.  Polk)  waa  to 
dm  perfectly  novel.  Was  It  to  be  maintiuned, 
bat,  because  theconstitationeeoared  to  Ameri- 
an  oitizenB  the  right  of  petitioning  that  Eonee, 
t  therefore  deban^  all  foreigners  fh>m  doing 

0  (  Had  not  memoriak  been  freqneittly  pre- 
Mtted  by  foreigners,  and  respectftilly  received  I 
hte  of  the  most  tealone  reports  he  had  ever 
ead,  was  that  made  in  tiie  Senate  on  the  me- 
Htrial  of  a  Mr.  Sarcbet  The  memorial  had 
leen  presented  to  this  House  through  the 
Ipeaker,  bnt  Hr.  M.  did  not  approve  of  ita 
anor,  becaose  it  was  in  the  natnre  of  an  appeal 
ram  one  branch  of  thin  Government  to  another. 
tut  be  would  ask  the  gentleman  fh>m  Tennee- 
t/b,  if  a  foreigner  had  received  gross  injnatice 

1  a  oMe  not  reached  by  the  oonrts,  whetner  he 
rss  to  be  prohibited  from  petitioning  that 
iotiae,  and,  if  he  might  do  so  when  remding  in 
Ida  c<ranti7,  wonld  the  circnmstance  of  his 
fci^^'ng  abrciiad  make  any  difibrenoef  He  con- 
hSered  the  presenting  of  a  memorial  to  this 
(oremment  an  act  of  Oie  bluest  respect  which 
.  fordgner  eoold  pay  to  IL  The  alave  trade 
ttd  been  prononnced  piracy :  the  British  Qov- 
mment  had  so  declared  it,  at  onr  instance : 
nd  anrely  all  foreigners,  and  eveirbody  else,  had 
''"Testintbepnttiiigdawnofpiraoy.  There 
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was  in  tbe  memorialareference  to  the  subject  of 
slaverr ;  but  no  other  reference  to  it,  thui  such 
as  bad  been  contained  in  every  memorial  fVom 
tbe  Oolonization  Bociety.  The  memorialists  did 
not  pretend  to  diaoaas  the  morality  of  slavery, 
or  the  propriety  of  its  abolition  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  Statea ;  they  merely  expressed,  in 
respectful  langnage,  their  belief  that  the  plan 
of  oolonization  waa  oalcolated  to  effect  the  event- 
nal  destruction  of  slavery;  nor  oonld  imagina- 
tion devise  any  other  mode  of  acoompliuiing 
an  object  so  desirable.  Hr.  H.  had  not  songht 
to  conceal  the  nature  of  the  memorial.  There 
was  nothing  in  it  which  needed  oonceahnenL 
He  had  not  pretended  that  it  was  from  Ameri- 
can citizens,  bat  had  distinctly  announced  that 
it  came  from  British  anbjecta.  Bnt  that  all 
docbt  might  be  removed  respeotdug  ita  object, 
or  ita  language,  he  deaired  that  the  memorial 
should  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  If  it  should 
then  appear  that  the  paper  oontained  any  thing 
improper,  Hr.  H.  was  willing  that  it  should  b« 
laid  on  the  table,  or  withdrawn  from  the  Hoose. 
His  object  in  offering  it  had  been  to  do  good. 
If  the  memorial  was  likely  to  do  evil,  he  was 
willing  to  withdraw  It. 

Ur.  Dkayton  stated  his  reasons  more  at 
length  why  a  paper  like  this  should  not  be  read 
in  tne  Bouse.  He  was  as  atrongly  opposed  to 
the  slave  trade  as  any  philanthropist  who  hod 
ever  poured  out  orisons  for  the  destruction  of 
all  engaged  in  it,  in  Europe,  Africa,  or  America. 
He  thonght  no  pnniahment  that  coold  be  de- 
vised was  too  great  to  be  inflicted  on  the  man 
who  had  endeavored  to  purchase  pleasure 
through  the  instmmentali^  of  that  helUah 
traffic.  In  all  the  maledictions  which  had  been 
heaped  npon  the  trade,  he  moat  heartily  oon- 
cnrred.  But  when  he  reflected  on  the  situation 
of  a  large  portion  of  this  Union,  where  alavery 
had  become  an  inherent  part  of  tbe  system  ot 
things,  where  it  could  be  no  more  eradicated,  by 


ated,b 
of  Ilgh 


could  be  separated  from  the  son,  or  than  the 
swamps  of  the  Bouth  conld  be  converted  into 
the  forests  and  prairies  of  the  West,  he  put  it  to 
gentlemen  to  soy  whether  it  was  proper  to  intro- 
duce and  agitate  such  a  subject  in  that  House. 
Tbe  discuBsion  of  it  never  failed  to  excite  much 
feeling,  and  often  led  to  harsh  and  angry  debate. 
The  sabjeot  wasenvironedwith  difficoltiee,  and 
Congress  had  repeatedly  disclaimed  all  right  to 
touch  it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  memorial 
wonld  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  LrronBB  said  it  was  to  he  regretted  that 
a  sobject  of  that  sort  should  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House.  He  meant  no  disrespect 
towards  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  when  he 
said  it  was  his  own  opinion  Uiat  the  naper 
should  not  have  been  broaght  into  the  Honse. 
The  gentleman,  perceiving  the  effect  it  pro- 
duced, had  expressed  a  deeire  to  take  it  back ; 
he  coDsidered  that  desire  as  honorable  to  the 
gentleman,  and  thought  that  it  ought  to  be 
complied  with.  Hr.  L.  had  no  objections  to 
hear  any  memorial  addressed  to  tne  House  j 


,gle 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


but  it  waa  not  the  ordinary  conree  to  hftve  me- 
morialB  read ;  and  thia  one  wu  on  a  delicate 
■objec^  and  hod  been  introduced  without  oon- 
tidenUion.  From  what  quarter  had  it  come  t 
From  the  inhalntantB  of  a  foreign  comitrj. 
wholly  nnoonnectad  with  this  Government ;  ana 
WM  ^at  HoQM  abont  totakejorisdiotionof  itt 
He  thought  not ;  and  he  beUeTsd  tbftt  ever; 
gentlemea  who  re&eoted  coolly  on  the  enl^ect 
wonld  agroe  with  him  that  tlie  desire  of  the 
oentlemaa  from  Yiiviiua  oaght  to  be  granted. 
Kooe  woold  go  Airther  than  he  in  giving  a  juat 
enoooragement  and  aopport  to  the  demgna  of 
the  American  Golonixation  Society ;  bat  a  pa- 
per like  this,  instead  of  b«ng  calcnlated  to  pro- 
mote those  dewgna,  Dperat«d  in  a  manner  di- 
rectly the  reverse,  and  tended  to  exoite  the 
strongest  prqndice  ao^nsC  tham.  The  memo- 
mi  could  De  prodactive  of  no  good  feeling,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  withdrawn, 

Ifr.  iNOEBeoLL  ahonld  vote  against  the  read- 
ing of  this  paper,  because,  as  matters  now  stood, 
the  Honae  waa  not  called  to  act  npon  it.  The 
gentieman  who  had  introduced  this  petition 
wished  to  withdraw  it,  and  oonrtesy  required 
that  the  same  indolgence  shonld  be  extended 
to  that  gentleman  which  was  shown  to  all 
others  making  a  like  request  The  snbjeot  was 
not,  in  reality,  before  the  Honse  for  its  action ; 
and  why  eboiild  the  paper  be  read!  He  ad- 
mitted to  the  gentieman  from  Rhode  Island, 
that  foreifpere  ought  to  Im  permitted  to  come 
to  the  Honae  by  petition,  whenever  they  de- 
sired, on  their  own  behalf,  privileges  which  the 
House  alone  could  grant  Bat  it  was  mani- 
festly most  improper  that  the^  shoold  attempt, 
by  memorial,  to  interfere  with  the  policy  of 
thin  conntry,  domestic  or  fbrugn.  The  memo- 
rial contained  a  suggestion  as  to  the  beet  mode 
of  disposing  of  onr  gnrplos  revenue.  What 
would  be  thought  in  the  British  Pariiament,  if 
an  American  petition  shoold  be  introduced 
tbere  in  bebslf  of  the  starving,  potatoe-fed 
population  of  Ireland!  or  sagKesting  eonaidera- 
tiona  in  favor  of  the  reform  bUl  ? 

Ifr.  DioESON  said  ho  was  asked  to  vote  npon 
the  qnestion  of  reading,  with  a  direct  reference 
to  a  subsequent  motion  t«  withdraw  the  memo- 
rial. He  waa  not  prepared  to  act  on  anch  a 
motion  withont  first  nearing  the  manorial  read. 
He  could  not  act  in  the  dark,  nor  vote  in  refer- 
ence to  a  subject  that  he  knew  nothing  about. 
He  trusted  that  no  representative  on  that  floor 
wonld  think  of  voting  on  any  qnestion,  until 
be  had  some  knowledge  of  the  facts  involved 
in  it.  To  do  »o,  would  be  highly  undignified 
in  the  representative  of  a  free  and  intelligent 
people,  and,  in  his  own  case,  he  w»uld  say, 
highly  improper. 

If;  as  had  been  aaid,  the  pt^r  contained  ar- 
guments unfit  to  be  addressed  by  foreigners  to 
that  Houae — if  it  appealed  to  this  Government 
proposing  any  action  with  a  view  to  the  alwli- 
tion  of  slavery,  whatever  might  be  his  opinion 
on  the  general  sabject^  he  should  cheerfully 
consent  to  ite  b^ng  withdrawn,  —  ~* ' 


dling  with  a  qaeaticxi  whudi  bdongeducln* 
ly  toonrselvea.  Othw  gentlemen,  l>ann;» 
usted  tliat  tiie  p^»er  oont^ued  aMhiit  » 
proper,  and  that  the  Impertinence  dtugu  n 
a  mere  matter  of  inference.  Betw««  tm 
opposite  repreeentatiooa,  eoutd  he  be  upOi 
to  act  without  knowing  what  tlte  fw>41 
contain  }  He  eonoeived  not,  and,  thanM^k 
shoold  vote  for  the  reading. 

Ur,  FATTOir,  of  Vir^pnia,  said  that  il  <a 
much  to  be  regretted  that  all  aul^eoti  lUd 
came  before  that  House  oonld  not  be  SiemiL 
withont  prodvcipg  exdtciDet^;  but  lohsiB 
deliberatlTe  Iwdies  were  eempaMdof  wtt,<d 
so  long  as  all  m«i  were  not  ^dkaoplmste 
were  aome  topiea  which  alnysmnstsainril 

produce  excitement,  and  ntUiq))^  it 

otbta  the  case  that  the  excitemrat,  oi 
with  the  antyeota  themselrea,  was  m 
by  exaroeratmg  and  tnw.  inanltiug  1 
employed  by  thoae  who  were  uusgei 
^souBsion.  For  himself  be  had  bMB 
that  the  preaent  sulgeot  shoold  ps* 
qoietly,  and  seoret^  hvfa  the  Home,  i 
enterM  it  He  was  glad,  verj  glad,  te  viM 
thesentimeittespmaediiiallpanactdMEM 
that  it  was  improper  such  a  papco'  AaiA  h« 
been  intoodnced  Otere.  H«  was  ^ad  ttaifc 
sentiment  seemed  to  be  ao  nDiTWalilUii 
gentleinan  from  Virginia  (ICr.  Mw«w)Wa 
this  matter,  fallen  into  an  indisovtHn  n 
should  be  rwuedied  by  letttngtheUoate^iil 
of  the  p^>er  in  the  shorteet  mode  pMWA 
BO  as  in  some  dw«a  to  at<nie  to  ^  ~^ 
error  of  its  introdaction.  But  it  aevi 
some  gentleuien  ware  not  diqiosed  te  |^ 
this.  They  insisted  on  hearing  the  nnn 
read.  Why!  To  what  and t  A  rskof i> 
House  reqnired  that  a  nwmb^  whw  an- 
dnoing  a  petition  or  memorial,  dtould  Msoa't 
state  to  the  House  its  general  oharaeter,adii 
obgeot  prayed  for.  u  the  pnaeot  can,  tts 
role  had  been  oomplied  wiui,  but  be  didii 
believe  that  the  statemmt  of  his  odleagisw 
been  heard  by  ten  membera  In  the  Hooa 

The  general  character  of  the  p«iti>a  hi 
however,  elnce  l>een  stated  in  the  iUhliM 
and  Hr.  F.  inqvired  wbetlwr  then  va« 
gentleman  on  uat  floor  who  would  wti'tt 
soch  a  paper,  npon  mob  a  rat^Ject,  eowac  i* 
such  a  source,  waa  a  prop«r  ol^Mt  tent* 
tion  of  that  Hoose.  Why,  thai,  shodl  il* 
read !  Would  not  gantlem^  all  hate  n^ 
it,  had  they  known  it*  fcaturcet  HetiMa 
in  God  there  were  not  ten  men  wUiia,^ 
walls  who  wonld  have  ««isentad  to  tea^^ 
Why,  then,  shonld  it  be  read  at  tbtOan 
tablet  llr.  P.  a^  beahonld  sothanii* 
but  for  a  sentiment  which  bad  fUlta  1t»* 
least  one  gentleman,  that  the  cq^mvtiaB  off* 
tlemen  frvm  the  Bouth  aroee  fr>om  tborM 
afraid  to  hear  the  paper  read.  Afntdl  u 
whati  OfwhomI  Afraid  to  read  thiiaiij 
able  invocation  to  nniversal  emancqaM^ 
dressed  to  that  Honse  by  sntaeoti  d  ^ 
Britain,  when  they  heard,  from  day  to  dv,* 
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kmi,US>.] 


7b  Afluk  MmmerJat—OilmiMlm  ad  Savm^. 


i«  Vnited  withont  tttr,  the  raving*  of  inoen- 
liN7  CiaaHo*  tnta  a  Mil  of  oar  ovn  oovntrj  I 
ifraid,  wbeD  tfae  sabjeot  of  abolitioa  hod  b««u 
igitated  with  men  doors  in  the  State  Le^ila- 
nrca,  and  iraa  dallj  disowMd  tn  the  preMea  of 
Ae  Sonth  1  Afraiid  to  liitan  to  a  miterable 
jfftiiioo  of  tbi*  aorti  No.  Bot  what  they 
irere  afraid  to  do  was,  to  give  anj  aanotlon,  to 
tfflx  anj  r«q>ectabilitri  to  an  liiMtent  lQterti>r> 
nee,  by  fortigtian,  in  tiia  aSUra  itf  a  piMion 
}f  the  States  of  (his  Doioii,  who  wobM  not  even 
loffer  theGenenI  Govemnientitadf  tolegUate 
in  refbrenoe  to  them — an  interferenoe  with  tfae 
abject,  reelecting  whleh  more  tiian  one  memo- 
tlal  coming  from  onr  own  dtiMM,  bad  bees 
Indtsnantl;  thrown  ont  of  that  HoVM.  He 
reputed  soch  a  tannt  upon  the  Honaa  with  the 
Mom  it  merited.  Sonthem  gentlemen  were 
not  afraid  t«  hear  the  taiserabk  pu)er  read. 
He  waa  glad  to  bear  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
(inia  (Ifr.  Ubbcbb)  aononnoe  hi*  iiitentl<Hi  to 
iel  the  memorial  ba  seen  by  all  the  people  of 
Um  Uidted  Statea.  He  waaanMiallr^  that 
Ae  people  of  Vlrpnla,  and  that  the  oonatita- 
■nts  of  the  gutlMnan  bimael^  wonid  bare  an 
gpportnnitf  of  knowfog  what  u  was  that  that 
gentleman  had  seen  fit  to  throw  into  that  arena 
u  a  brand  to  kindle  op  the  flamee  of  diaoord 
In  that  Home.  In  utybig  this,  he  meant  noth- 
lug  diareepeotfiil  to  th*  honorable  gmtlemao. 
tt  might  hare  been,  he  hoped  it  was,  be  believed 
It  was,  a  misconceptioa  of  the  true  natnre  of 
Ifaat  paper,  and  a  momentaiy  forgetfolnees  of 
the  imprc^rietr  of  the  st«p,  which  had  ocoa- 
■Imed  Um  gentJemanto  intn^ciaoe  IL  But  still 
If  the  thing  was  in  itaelf  a  firebrand,  snre  to 
Mit  up  the  fiamea  of  discord,  it  was  proper 
that  the  people  sfaoold  know  it. 

ICr.  BKKHa,  ot  Jlaasachosetta,  saM  he  had 
nu  hla  eye  orer  the  memorial,  and  be  believed 
Ihat  when  It  abootd  be  laid  before  the  public, 
the  people  woold  be  matlj-  sorptiaed  at  the 
lebate  to  which  it  had  pvoi  Urth.  He  was 
Mtisfled  that  there  had  been  no  inteottoDOQ  the 
part  of  tliose  who  oStoed  the  memorial  to  tonoh 
upon  that  very  delicate  nbjeot  whidi  waa  eo 
■pt  to  prodaoe  esettemant  in  that  Hoiiml  Re- 
nrding,  however,  tfaat  anbjeot  aa  oae  which 
belonged  exduirely,  by  the  oonatitntion  and 
laws  of  the  coontcy,  to  tlut  portion  of  the  Ci^on 
vhere  the  colored  popnlatloii  was  cUeflyfoand, 
to  omoarred  in  the  o^lon  that  it  onght  to  be 
avoided  iks  a  fndtfnl  aooroe  irf  exdted  feeling. 

It  Wis  troe  that  bis  conatitaents  took  a  deep 
ioterett  in  the  neoaM  of  the  colonizatioD  caoae, 
tNit  -the  people  <rf  the  North,  so  far  as  be  had 
tied  an  opportcid^  to  know  them,  had  no  idea 
>f  interfering,  in  tlie  moat  remote  degree,  with 
ihet  n>eciee  of  property  which  was  hdd  by 
Iheir  Soathem  brethren.  They  never  had  done 
t,  and  never  woidd  do  it.  They  had  no  wish, 
w  thoDght  of  shaking  the  Heonrity  of  slave 
property  at  the  Sooth,  or  intarmeddhng  with  it 
n  Um  remotest  manner.  Knowing  this  as  he 
lid,  gentlemen  might  readily  oonoaiv&  that 
vhen  be  heard  his  oonatitoenti  repeirtedly  ao- 


onsed  of  B  derire  to  disturb  the  slave  qaeetioD, 
he  felt  that  tliey  were  nnjnstly  aoonsad.  No;  let 
hint  tell  MnUemen  of  the  Sontb,  that  if  the 
stability  or  this  Union  was  never  to  be  disturbed 
till  the  people  of  the  North  attempted  to  invade 
the  aecoritj  of  the  tennre  by  which  thoee  gen- 
tlemen  controlled  slave  labor  the  Union  would 
last  while  time  endnred.  If  the  &ir  &brio  of 
oar  aodal  institationB  was  nevo-  to  be  ihaken . 
till  tfae  people  of  the  Northern  Stataa  ovw- 
ieeped  the  boonds  of  the  eanstitDti(n  to  meddle 
witii  tfae  property  of  their  Sonthem  bretiiren, 
thoae  iustJtDtions  wonld  stand  till  time  had 
ommbled  the  solid  ocdnmna  that  snmnmdad  tfaat 
Hall,  and  laid  them  proatnte  in  the  dnat 

Tfae  question  of  reoonsideralion  was  tfaen  pnt^ 
and  earned;  and  Hr.  Uebosb  withdrew  the 
memorial  ttota  lie  Hotue. 

The  following  is  tfae  memorial  preaented  fay 
Mr.  Mkbou,  which  gave  rise  to  vm  above  de- 


(EaoLun,)  JamMory  U,  1883. 

To  the  hononbie  House  of  BeravMntatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America, 'the  nnderilgned, 
members  and  friends  of  the  American  Coloniudon 
Society,  reddent  in  Qreat  Britain,  raapeetfiiliy  pr^ 
sent  the  foUowIng  addraa : 

Deeply  impteseed  with  sentiments  of  ■hhoirence 
of  the  evils  <rf' tlie  slave  tradeand  slavery,  we  resort 
to  jour  boaorsble  Hoase  la  to  a  refuKe  for  the  op- 
pressed,  nnder  the  sanotion  of  ■oousoung  trust  that 
clTODmuances  are,  at  this  eifals,  Ugbly  fkvorsble 
for  efl'ecting  a  beneftusl  change  In  ttw  confi^oii  of 
the  colored  popnla^on  of  the Unlled Stales;  andln 
the  full  belier  that  jon,  as  oonsarvatora  of  liberty, 
will  lend  every  possible  aid  to  theasered  oanse. 

We  feel  attaebod  bj  langoage,  lineage,  and  rell- 
gion,  to  ODT  Aueiioan  breureu,  and  we  rincetdy 
rejoice  in  the  growing  pniBperity  of  tbeii  beloved 
eotutry ;  but  we  bar  Uut  that  pnMpoity  may,  at 
no  very  distant  period,  be  expeeed  to  danger, 
shoDld  not  the  sjstem  m  sUverv  which  prevails  In 
seTeral  of  the  States  be  maieriaUy  corrected,  if  not 
wbcUj  eradicated 

It  appears  to  ni  *■  an  iDcoatroveitible  lket,lh«t 
a  mlied  popolatioa  of  wbiies  and  blacks  cannot,  la 
the  nature  of  things,  oordially  nntte,  nor  eiperiwMa 
tfaow  redprocal,  loclal  blsaaliigs  which  either  of  the 
classes  migbt,  if  separate,  eqjoy. 

Under  this  coDvbjtioti,  we,  jonr  memoiisHsla,  beg 
to  lay  before  joar  boaorsble  House  a  conolae  view 
of  those  circumstances  to  which  we  have  allnde<^ 
and  that  appear  to  ns  of  >  chancier  so  aus^eioni 
to  the  eventual  relief  cd'  America  from  the  lamsat- 
able  coDsequenoes  of  slavery,  and  to  the  reatora- 
tion  cf  the  emancipated  to  a  proper  station  in  s(h 

The  leading  point  to  which  we  would  refer  Is  the 
riling  colony  of  Liberia,  on  the  western  shores  of 
Africa,  established  by  tne  sileDt,  persevering,  and 
JudidouB  cfTorta  of  the  American  ColonltaUon  8o> 
elety,  to  which  we  steadily  look  as  an  asylumpoint- 
ed  out  (may  we  say  f)  even  by  the  finger  of  Divine 
I^videnre,  where  the  sons  of  Africa  Mil  Bnd  a  cli- 
mate congenial  with  their  eocstltndons,  and  may 
form  s  society  peooliariy  adapted  to  develop  Ibeu 
capabilities,  and,  what  Ja  more,  to  extend  dvillta- 
tlonand  Cbiistisnity  Into  the  very  heart  of  AAUs^ 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


B.  or  K.] 

ud  to  eMablidi  m  I^itinuto 

of  that  iDott  IntuDDu  tnfflo,  tlw  sUtb  trade. 

It  appear*  that  Dumeraua  ottm  of  slaTea  for 
•inaiwipation  aod  colooiiation  are  made  to  thg  ■c 
detj,  wbloh,  to  the  extent  of  Itc  meaua,  It  eagerly 
embracea;  bat,  for  tbepurpOMtof  h  great  an  ud- 
dertaking,  the  meana  of  indiTidsala,  or  of  tbe  «o- 
detj,  are  too  Umited.  Happilj  for  America,  she  is 
about  to  be  eioDerated  from  a  pnbUe  debt ;  and  we 
tentnn  reapeotfidlj  to  art,  to  what  better  purpose 
«an  national  iMottreea  beaiifUedT 

In  oonelodon,  we  prMame  to  Mlidt  jneti  eld  on 
behalf  of  the  American  ColontiaUan  Sodety,  aa  to 
yonr  honorable  Hooae  nuj  aeen  meet;  and  we 
.  (ball  enr  feel  onraeWee  uuioas  to  do  all  in  our 
power  topromale  the  welfare  of  the  United  Stalea, 
and  to  anatain  the  amicable  relaUona  which  wi 
happflj  nbalBt  between  that  countr;  and  our  own. 
[Kgned  b  J  forty  penona.] 

Batcbdit,  April  14. 
Brtatk  ^  Frimltge. 
The  Spiaekb  laid  before  the  Hoose  tbe  fol- 
lowing letter  from    the  honorable   Tiluax 
STAKBRfiBT,  a  member  of  the  Honse  from  the 
State  of  Ohio : 
7b  tA«  AoHoroU*  Aimaew  Srtxhkih, 

f^Mofar  o/tA<  Smue  of  Rtprnmtativu  : 
SlB ;  I  was  waylaid  In  the  Mreet,  near  to  my 
boardins-hotue,  laat  night,  about  eight  o'clock,  and 
attacked  knocked  down  by  a  bludgeon,  and 
Mverely  brvdaed  and  wounded  by  Samoet  HooBton, 
late  of  Tennessee,  for  words  spoken  In  my  place  in 
Uie  HouM  of  BepreaentatiTes ;  by  reason  of  which, 
I  am  confined  to  my  bed,  and  unable  to  discbarge 
my  duties  in  the  House,  and  attend  to  the  interests 
of  toy  coQSCituenta.  I  communicate  this  informa- 
tion to  you,  and  request  that  yoo  will  lay  it  before 
theHonse. 

Tery  respeotfiilly,  youn, 

WILLIAH  ^TANBERBT, 
Mtmhtr  Bf  the  B.  afS.frpm  Ohio. 
April  14,  issa. 


Baaliti,  That  the  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  8ergeant«t-AmiB  attending  to  the 
House,  eonunandlng  him  to  t&ke  in  custody,  wber- 
ever  to  be  found,  ue  body  of  Samuel  Houston,  and 
the  same  In  hia  custody  to  keep,  subject  to  the 
further  order  and  discretion  of  the  Bouse. 

Hr.  Y.  quoted,  in  support  of  his  motion,  two 
preoedenta,  one  in  1796,  in  the  case  of  Randall 
and  Wbitiie;,  two  land  apeotilatorH,  who  had 
proposed  a  bribe,  in  lan<b  or  money,  to  two 
members  of  tbe  House,  on  oondidcm  of  the 
passage  of  a  certain  bill,  which  proposal  tbe 
membiera  had  lud  before  tiie  Hoose  as  the  basis 
of  a  motion  similar  to  that  which  he  bad  now 
made.  The  other  case  was  that  of  John  An- 
denon.  which,  lie  presomed,  would  be  recol- 
lected by  many  of  those  now  present.  In  both 
oases  a  breach  of  privilege  had  been  all^^  to 
hare  been  committed,  by  an  attempt  to  bribe 
membeia  of  tbe  Honsa    Ur.  T.  had  not  been 


[AMkH 


•ssanlt  for  words  nxdcen  in  debate; 
lieving  it  to  be  at  least  as  great  a  rioii^ri 
the  pnTilegea  of  the  House  to  assault  ■  mecie 
in  tne  public  streets  for  what  he  had  nttari 
in  debate,  as  to  offer  him  a  bribe  witb  tni 
to  carry  a  dewred  measore  throu^  thsH^ 
be  had  tliought  it  proper  to  follow  the  pet- 
dent,  and  lutd  thwefoi«  put  his  reMtamai 
the  same  words  whiidi  bad  been  onfi^a 
those  oooa^na. 

Ur.  Pole  sud  tiiat  it  occwred  toUads 
anoh  a  resolution  as  this  required  edDecmsi' 
eration.  On  hearing,  tbis  morning,  jut  Wn 
he  came  to  the  House,  of  the  oecontut  rv 
ferred  toin  the  letter  just  lud  before  tlieBM 
by  the  Speaker,  and  on  hearing,  also,  dit  ^ 
subject  would  probably,  in  some  shapcvod^ 
be  brought  to  the  notice  c^  tbe  Eoaxdi 
morning,  he  bad  supposed  that  the  QtiDoaft 
tent  to  which  any  gentleman  would  'HA  i 
going,  under  tbe  drcamstaDcei^  would  kb 
propoee  an  inquiry  by  a  oommittea.  Oin* 
lution  assumed  the  &ot  that  a  oouten^ntti 
House  had  been  ccmuiutted,  and  that  a«B« 
possessed  tlie  power  to  pnniah  it.  Eniji* 
tleman  must  oe  aware  that  a  great  USam 
of  opinion  always  had  existed  aa  to  the  [oK 
of  that  HoQse  to  punish  as  a  contempt  utA 
which  did  not  interrupt  or  impede  th«  "taka 
of  tbe  House.  Yet,  what  d^  this  rw^na 
propose  I  It  not  only  asserted  the  dootiiH  dl 
the  House  m'ght  punish  an  act  not  couvUi 
in  its  presence,  or  intermptmg  its  proccefiiK 
bat  it  IB  proposed  that,  witLoat  fiirUia'  in;^ 
they  should  deprire  a  dlJiMn of  hia  h'bertj.ia 
direottheirBergeant-at-ArmatosKzeandtoUi 
bim  ia  custody.  Mr.  P.  did  not  admit  tint  A 
House  possessed  any  snch  power;  sod  Ink 
Uered  that  a  great  m^ority  of  that  Hooss^ 
a  deliberMe  and  AiU  examination  of  the  <^M 
wonld  hold  the  same  sentimraits  with  umA 

Mr.  JKBiniB,  of  Usiyland,  called  to  * 
reading  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stasbkbbt,  tti  ■ 
resolution  of  If  r,  Tanok  ;  and  they  wtr«  J«o 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Hr.  J,  then  observed  that  be  had  not  f^ 

CJ  it  poswble  that  a  single  vcdce  oouli  Iw 
raised  in  that  Honse,  or  in  the  widQ 
against  tbe  exercise  of  a  power  which  loa^ 
dictated  by  common  sense.  Hr.  J.  bdd  m 
the  conslitationimperstiYely  called  npoij* 
ss  representaldvee  of  the  pei^e  to  protect  tbr 
selves  in  the  exerdse  oi  their  du^.  It  eiy* 
ly  declared  that  no  member  mi^t  betM>p 
into  question  elsewhere  for  words  qxte  > 
that  HoDse.  Now,  be  would  Kke  to  *■• 
whether,  in  the  preaentoase,  there  had  firtt** 
an  attempt  not  only  to  questim  the  »»** 
the  member  assanlted,  but  to  arrest  bi)b^ 
pn^resa — not  only  to  queation  tie  '°*9"? 
which  he  had  exercised  his  privilege)  w>  * 
deprive  him  altogether  of  tbe  power  rf  «* 
(damg  it  A  member  of  that  House  w^! 
to  the  Bpeakei^-vhat  t  a  aonniMr  •  "*" 


|;>:,C00<^|C 
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Ur.  BmeBT,  of  Korth  Okrolina,  moved  to 
imend  the  rewlutjon  hj  atriking  ont  all  &fter 
he  word  "RewlTed,"  audinBertiogtliefollow- 


lUe  VfiLUAK  SrAKBXBaT,  ■  member  of  tbla  Hooaa 
rom  tbe  StaU  of  Ohio,  In  lehtion  to  an  lat 
looiinltted  on  him  b;  Suiael  Honston,  with  poi 
o  take  Bnch  itepe  u  win  aiMure  >  tborongh  an 
IgUion  of  the  trumction." 

Hr.  DomxiDai  oiled  for  the  reading  of  the 
lase  of  Anderson,  which  had  been  referred  to, 
ind  the  Clerk,  therenpon,  read  an  extract  from 
he  jonmals  of  the  House  containing  tta  pro- 
teedin^  in  that  oaae. 

Ifr.  Oom-TBa,  of  Peiuiirrlvania,  said :  If  the^ 
rare  to  go  into  a  tedions  examinaUon  of  wit- 
lesses  before  a  oommittM,  the/  might  as  well 
am  over  their  injured  fellow-member  to  tbe 
nnrts  of  the  District.  The  preservation  of  that 
loose  was  nottowaittheslowformsof  Jnstioe; 
md  therefore  tbe  power  was  given  to  ft  to  sn- 
Mrsede  those  forms,  and  to  act  at  onoe  where 
to  lafetj  was  threatened.  Bnt  if  a  member, 
rhow  person  had  been  asa^ed  in  the  pablio 
treets  for  words  nttered  in  debate,  was  to  be 
hrown  off  to  a  distanoe  till  reports  of  ooramit- 
•es  were  prepared  and  debated,  they  might  as 
rell  leave  aim  to  bring  his  complaint  before  the 
nut  of  the  Distriel^and  tbassabjeottheprivl- 
egee  of  that  House— of  that  Bouse  did  he  sa; ! 
— nothe  privikgea  and  ri^ts  of  the  people  of 
he  Uniteo  States,  to  tiie  determinauons  and 
•ward  of  the  court  which  sat  in  a  neighboring 
mitdiog.  He  said  the  privileges  of  the  Ameri- 
«n  people ;  for  this  was  not  a  qneation  as  to 
be  prlrilegea  of  the  member  from  Ohio ;  it 
oocbed  the  privilegeB  of  the  people  of  Ohio, 
thonld  the  Honse  den}'  tbe  process  asked  bj 
be  resolution,  and  refuse  to  exercise  the  power 
fhich  even  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  him- 
elf  admitted  it  to  possess,  (for  he  had  stated 
he  case  wherein  it  might  tie  ezMtosed,)  thej 
vonld  not  cast  a  sligbt  Qpon  the  Rentleman 
hm  Ohio.  They  wonld  do  him  no  injnry,  for 
■e  possessed  a  spirit  which  would  raise  bim 
,bove  the  indlgnitj  he  had  received ;  bnt  the; 
ronld  infiict  a  blow  npon  the  people  whose 
epr«aentative  be  was,  and  for  tbe  preservation 
nid  vindication  of  whose  rights  the  power  to 
'Otiish  had  been  vested  in  that  Honse. 

Ui.  Dbattdk  said:  The  question  divided 
laelf  into  two  inqniries.  First,  whether  the 
loose  had  the  power  to  act  nnder  the  reeoln- 
lon ;  and,  second]  j,  if  it  bad,  in  what  manner 
be  resolution  was  to  be  executed. 

Ifr.  D.  desired,  in  tbe  outset,  that  the  Honse 
bonld  be  deeply  impressed  vrith  the  sentiment 
bat  when  once  the  day  shoald  arrive  when 
reedom  of  discussion  in  that  HoU  should  be 
eetn^ed,  tbe  pillars  of  the  oonstitntion  wonld 
utter,  and  the  teir  temple  of  our  liberties  must 

rdily  fsJL    And  would  any  man  tell  him  that 
freedom  of  debate  conld  be  preserved  if  a 
Kmber  of  that  Honse,  for  words  qwken  in  his 
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place  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  was  to 
suffer  personal  violence  t  Bhoula  such  a  prin* 
ciple  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Honse,  an  in- 
dividoal,  for  doing  what  he  conceived  to  be  bit 
dnty  to  the  country,  might  not  only  suffer  per- 
gonal violenoe,  bnt  be  put  to  death  with  im- 
punity, so  f^  ss  the  Honse  was  concerned.  II 
the  House  had  no  power  to  punish  in  the  case 
of  an  assanl^  it  baa  no  power  to  pnnish  in  a 
case  of  murder.  To  preserve,  then,  a  right  ao 
aaored  as  tlie  right  of  debate,  oogbt  not  sMne 
power  to  be  ejven!  Was  the  right  of  poniah- 
ing  saob  outrages  to  be  a  mere  Darren  rightt 
an  abstraction  t  existing  in  the  Zaz  parlianun-  . 
taria  alone,  and  never  to  be  acted  on  t  Jt  the 
right  existed,  it  mnst  be  acted  on,  or  it  would 
become  a  mockery.  In  this  case,  an  assanlt 
had  been  committed  for  words  nttered  by  a 
member  of  that  House,  in  bis  ^aoe.  Ur.  D, 
begged  that  it  might  be  distinctly  understood 
that  in  this  matter  he  was  not  governed  by  any 
party  or  personal  coluiderationB.  He  did  not 
for  a  moment  consider  to  what  political  party 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  belonged.  He  looked 
only  to  the  protection  of  tbe  Honse  in  those 
rights  without  which  there  could  exist  no  snoh 
thing  as  a  republican  assembly  ;  he  looked  only 
to  the  consequences  which  must  msae,  shonid 
such  an  outrage  be  passed  over  withont  the 
solemn  action  of  that  Honse.  As  to  the  par- 
ticolar  individaals  ooaoerned,  ther  were  totally 
ont  of  the  question  with  him.  Had  they  beai 
Ur.  D.'s  personal  or  political  friends,  the  qnea- 
tion  would  not  be  in  tne  least  altered ;  hla  mind  ' 
was  directed  to  tbe  stability  and  inte^ty  of 
repnblic,  and  at  what  might  be  tlie  issue  of 
such  a  state  of  things  should  an  attack  like  this 
npon  tbe  privileges  of  that  Iwdy  be  lightiy 


ed  for  words  spoken  bj  him  oo  that  floor. 
tbe  House  bad  any  power,  onder  any  oironm- 
itances,  to  pnnish  for  a  contempt,  and  thia  was 
aot  one  of  those  cases,  then  saoh  a  case  never 
MsM  occur,  and  the  power  conld  not  be  called 
into  exertion  in  any  cose  whatever.  That  which 
appeared  to  be  tbe  popniar  principle,  as  nrged  in 
lbs  debate,  would,  on  inveati^ation,  prove  to  be 
not  tbe  popular,  but,  in  reality,  the  monarchial 
principle.  The  true  popniar  principle  was  the 
preeervationofthe  powers  of  that  House.  What 

id  the  House  oonaist  of  I  The  representatives 
of  the  people.  And  wliat  were  its  rights  and 
ita  privileges  t  They  were  the  rights  and  the 
prerogatjvee  of  tiie  people. 

No  greater  power  existed  in  a  convention 
than  pertained  to  that  Honse  nnder  similar  cir- 
cumstanoes.  Could  there  be  aDy  qneation, 
whether,  if  a  convention  of  the  people  them- 
selves was  assembled,  and  one  of  ita  members 
should  be  maltreated,  as  a  member  of  thia 
Honse  had  now  been,  that  there  wonld  not  be 
a  power  in  that  body  to  prevent  the  lepetitiML 
of  the  outrage  t  If  not,  how  waa  aoonstitiitiim 
ever  to  be  foimed}  or  how  ooold  it  be  annd* 
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•dt  Would  not  even  &  eonBtitnent  Bssembly 
itself  be  lUble  to  the  influence  of  eit«mBl  ter- 
ror I  If  Booh  ft  doctrine  shoa]d  be  eflsctioned, 
the  conntrr  migbt  have  a  oonstitation  which 
embodied  the  wul,  not  of  thow  who  appeared 
to  be  represented,  but  of  a  email  junta  of  nefa- 
rious men,  who,  with  a  strong  arm,  interposed 
to  domineer  over  it  It  might  be  said  that  he 
was  potting  an  eitreme  case.  Admitting  tt  to 
be  80,  the  principle  wm  the  same.  Bnt  was  be 
ludeM  bolaing  np  to  view  a  fanej  picf:iire  t 
had  not  thia  verj  case  arisen,  and  that  in  recent 
times  I  Bid  not  the  experience  of  Prance 
afibrd  to  the  world,  on  this  subject,  an  impres- 
•ire  and  a  warning  leason  t  WhoeTer  had 
turned  hie  attention  to  the  various  sneceaaive 
Oovemmenta  which  had  been  inflicted  upon 
that  DQfortunat«  couutr;,  could  never  cease  to 
recollect,  that  first  in  tte  national  Assembly, 
that  afterwards  in  the  constitaent  Assembly, 
and  then  in  the  national  Convention  which  suc- 
ceeded, it  had  l>een  the  galleries  which  dictated 
the  laws.  It  was  lawless  violence,  at  the  head 
of  brutal  and  infuriated  mobs,  which  dictated 
the  laws  bj  which  France  was  governed ;  h; 
which  an  unsparing  proscription  had  filled  the 
prisona  and  reared  the  guillotine ;  by  which 
mnrdershadtjeenpronoancedlegal ;  and  which 
had  led  to  Blauglit«r,  without  even  the  form  of 
trial,  tens  and  nundreds  of  thousands  of  inno- 
cent men,  of  helpless  women,  and  even  of 
smiling  infants  from  the  cradle.  The  laws,  it 
was  tme,  had  been  enacted  by  assemblies  hav' 
ing  the  power  to  pass  laws.  Bnt  were  those 
assemblies  free  t  Could  they  be  called  a  ft^e 
aaaembly  whose  members  were  warned  before- 
hand hj  political  combinationa,  that  if  they 
vot«d  for  certain  measures,  which  those  com- 
binations  disapprovedj  they  would  be  conHidered 
among  the  proscribed,  and  wonid  be  tried  be- 
fore ^e  revolutionary  tribnoal  I  Ur.  D.  would 
not  sav  that  such  consequences  were  to  be 
feared  in  this  country,  or  at  thia  time,  bat  they 
had  occurred  where  the  freedom  of  speech  had 
once  been  manacled  by  an  eitraneous  power ; 
and  there  was  no  better  wa;  to  prevent  the  oc- 
currence of  so  deplorable  a  state  of  things, 
than  tA  inflict  an  exemolarr  punishment  on  tne 
man  who  should  take  ue  nnt  step  to  produce 
it. 

The  power  to  punish  for  contempta  which 
now  existed  in  the  British  Parliament,  had 


which  members  of  nrliameut  had  been  called 
to  account  by  the  Crown  for  exorcising  the 
liberty  of  speech.  Afterwards,  however,  the 
nation  had  gradually  imbibed  more  popular 
principles,  ana  with  the  growing  light  or  liberty 
came  this  very  power  to  punish  contempts  of 
Parliament.  From  the  moment  when  the 
British  Parliament  became,  in  some  good  de- 
gree, a  body  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  its  power  to  oonunit  for  contempts 


Are,« 

began  to  be  reoognited.  He  Tepaled,AK 
fore,  that  the  argument  wUch  demed  tk  cat 
ence  of  this  power,  while  at  the  fint  lit 
it  appeared  to  be  the  popular  argamcKn 
in  foot  directiy  the  reverse^  It  wii  th  »ft 
ment  for  despotism. 

Ur.  Tattos,  of  Virginia,  said  ha  vaaU  sis 
Tor  to  produce  bis  views  upon  the  qn(iti«,d 
the  only  ques^on  whieli  the  House  waiDOToU 
to  decide.  It  bad  been  with  ineiprtaiMia 
toniahment  that  he  hadheard  theTeeoMciMt 
when  it  was  proposed  by  the  gntUomhs 
Ohio ;  but  his  aatonishment  had  be«n  ditctfi 
hj  the  fact  which  had  been  diaelaaad  nn  fc 
discussion  opened,  via :  that  the  coanamMJ 
by  that  gentleman  was  the  oonna  vbicilri 
been  heretofore  pursued  by  the  Honse  in  H 
of  alleged  contempt.  Ur.  P.  did  not  kan.M 
would  he  stop  to  inanire,  whether  lb*  1am 
cases  did  or  did  not  differ  tram  the  ftiaA' 
to  the  form  in  which  contempt  was  euBuint 
On  that  point  he  should  make  no  raasfak 
should  at  once  take  the  bold  and  broid  ptd 
that  in  no  case  of  proceeding  by  my  jM 
body  ousht  a  peremptorr  attachment  to  ]• 
oeed,  to  mcarcerate  an  individoal  ehaipd  ti 
contempt,  in  the  first  instaDC&  unkasAtBO' 
tempt  baa  been  one  committM  in  the  pmi 
and  &ce  of  the  tribunal,  and  going  to  £nii 
its  deliberations,  and  anlMa  the  ease  *■■  <^ 
that  the  immediate  ensto^t^  the  poioiildi 
ofi'ender  was  indiepenaable  to  the  vtaem^ 
the  tribunal  of  ita  proper  fhnetiaH.  Iii" 
the  House  governed  itadf  hj  this  wl^  *1* 
and  what  irrepanUe  tqJartJMW 


was  charged  with  havlDg  o 

such  as,  under  an  excited  state  of  fcefiBft," 
most  honoraWa  man  in  the  commofi^H^ 
commit.  Mr.  P.  knew  nothing  about  tb>  ■* 
vidual,  and  bad  no  acqoaiotauee  with  IdB :  v 
had  he  with  the  meniber  from  (fti«i«'? 
such  as  neoeeaarilT  ar«Me  fVom  Ike  (cijW 
Interconrsein  that  House.  Hewai,thB* 
influenced  by  no  personal  feefiagtawndaw 
of  the  partiea.  But  was  tt  not  *<«*'*  ^ 
the  process  of  that  House  should  be  *•"  ? 
upon  a  mere  statement  or  afltdaritlfli 
cared  not  which.  To  him  it  made  do  ffltaffl* 
He  could  Just  as  soon  act,  and  the  Bn*^ 
Just  as  much  right  to  act,  on  the  o»  n  * 
other.)  But  be  muntuned  that  theH<wt» 
no  right,  proceeding  on  the  principles  •''"■J 
law,  to  isane  any  peremptoij  pw)cee&ij.y 
it  had  taken  a  previous  step  in  the  Mtc*^' 
rule  upon  the  party,  ^ving  him  an  "Pf^^^ 
to  show  that  the  cwuplsjot  wasra*««"S 
tBc|L  or  the  proceeding  onfbonded  ia  1**-, 
He  appealed  to  every  gentleman  •'•Jj'? 
him,  to  say  whether  it  was  nsnal,  *M°** 
was  customary,  whether  it  was  1*™-^ 
mere  charge  of  contempt,  to  ■PI"^®''*?^ 
vidual  by  process  fbMn  that  House, «<t!J 
the  case  that  he  had  stated.  It  hid  Ikm* 
that  the  accused  party  might  fly.  &«*"\ 
Inany  or^UnaryoaaeofaimaltaitdbrtMJ-  ■* 


fcntc,lS8a.]  * 

M  ml^t  when  aoonwd  bj  a  grand  Jury,  And 
not  imprisoned.  In  no  otu«  oonld  it  be  Bhoim 
ihat  a  court  acting  on  a  matter  of  contempt  had 
krr«ated  and  impriaoned  a  oitiien  till  he  bad 
Int  been  alJoved  an  opportanitj  to  oome 
Mfore  the  oonrt,  and  to  abow,  if  he  could,  that 
ihe  acensatioo  agdut  Um  was  nofonnded. 
3«ntleinen  were  orerieaping  the  preliminary 
itep,  and  nrging  tli«  Hooae  to  roah  at  ooce  to 
loogment  The  resolntion  called  npon  the 
Soiue,  not  to  inveetint*,  bat  at  once  to  per- 
Smtd  an  act,  the  e^ts  of  which  might  in 
nanv  oasea,  be  a  more  Mrere  pDnlahment  than 
iM  Hoiue  would  be  willing  to  infliot  aftw  tbe 
xskmioatioa  had  been  made.  Ur.  P.  knew  no 
iMoe  which  b«d  any  atudtwr  to  it ;  nnleu  It 
wm»  in  that  oonrt  of  the  inCunal  r^ona,  where 
saaidof  tliejndga,ea«A!|7alai^tt;w«.    He 


„         a  ahoold  be  addnoed  than  tboae    

I  had  jet  heard,  he  coald  not  conaent  to  rote 
tor  theresdntioa  He  admitted  that  the  HonBe 
night,  In  aome  caaoa^  poniah  for  a  contempt, 
lot,  however,  in  redrwa  6t  the  wrong*  of  tne 
lentloman  &om  Ohio— tbe  conrta  were  open  to 
iim — bnt  for  the  pnrpoee  of  awerting  t^e  dig- 
titj  of  the  Hooae,  and  guarding  ita  right  to 
laliberate  in  &eedom. 

ICr.  FoarsB,  of  Georgia,  inqnired  of  the  Ohdr 
whether  tbe  iradavit  of  the  nonorable  member 
Vom  Ohio  (Hr.  &tiXBMxai)  waa  before  the 
aooae,  and  eooueoted  with  hta  letter, 

Tbe  Speaker  relied  that  it  wao. 

ThU,  tben,  continoed  Hr.  7,,  relieved  him 
Itam  the  pnneiiwl  diffioa%  which  he  had  felt 
rith  regard  to  tbis  prooeeding.  Aa  to  Ma 
ndiridDal  opinion,  he  was  as  well  satiafled  of 
ii»  tmtb  of  tlie  statement  contained  in  tbe 
etter  befwo  the  affidavit  was  introdaoed,  as  he 
wae  now ;  bat  when  called  on  as  a  member  of 
Ilia  Home  to  vote  for  tbe  ezerdse  of  a  high 
^wogative  of  tbe  Uonae,  be  oonld  not  do  so  on 
ih*  b»r«  stateroait  of  any  individnaL  It  has 
MOD  aaid  that  a  statement  made  bj 
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tMr  in  bis  place  is  eqidvaleot  to  an  affidavit ; 
md  aeveral  preoedenta  bad  been  referred  to, 
wbere  indirldnals  have  been  arrested,  bj  order 


Wlthr^ard 
B  preoedenta,  Ur.  F,  uii  thej  wonla  not 
[ovem  Urn,  when,  in  his  judgment,  thev  were 
WDtrary  to  law.  He  knew  verj  -weh  that  we 
were  in  tbe  habit  of  giring  cre^t  to  whatAver 
•  averred  hj  a  member  of  the  Honae.  Tb]& 
aowevar,  waa  a  mere  matter  of  conrtear ;  and 
ve  shoold  take  care  that  we  do  pot  carry  oar 
warteaj  to  each  other  so  Car  as  to  violate  the 
i^ta  of  other*.  We  are  now  applied  to 
jiBtitDte  a  proceeding  affecting  the  liberty  of 
t  atiien ;  let  ns  see,  then,  tlut  it  is  done  in 
■xact  oompliamae  with  the  forms  and  principlea 
)f  law. 

But,  BMd  Ur.  F_  a  reference  to  the  ooiutitn- 
ioD  will  remove  all  doubt,  and  reader  ftarther 
irgoment  on  this  point  entirely  nnneoeasary. 
[n  that  insbument  It  is  expressly  declared  that 
'  the  right  of  the  foopla  to  be  seonre  in  their 
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persona,  booses,  &c.,  shall  not  be  violated ;  and 
no  warranta  shall  ismie  bnt  upon  probable 
canse,  mpported  by  oath  or  affirmation,"  Jto. 
With  this  provision  in  the  great  charter  of  oar 
rights  staring  me  in  the  face,  said  Mr.  F.,  I 
cannot,  I  dare  not,  vote  for  the  process  now 
moved,  □nlesB  en  affidavit,  on  which  to  found 
it,  bad  been  fomished  as. 

Ur.  F.  said  the  Issaing  of  tbe  warrant  moved 
for  had  been  objected  to  becanse  the  very  arreat 
would  be  a  pnntshment,  to  which  the  party 
aocosed  ought  not  to  be  snbjeoted  before  an 
investigation  is  had.  He  ooold  not  perodve 
the  force  of  this  objectSon.  Every  indivldoal 
in  the  community  is  liable  to  be  arreet«d  when 
legally  oharaed  with  a  violation  of  the  laws  <tf 
the  land.  Bappose  that,  instead  of  proeecating 
Qeneral  Honaton  for  a  oonlompt  of  this  Eons^ 
the  gentleman  fi-om  Ohio  had  <q)plied  to  a 
magistrate  of  the  District  for  a  varrant  on  a 
chu^  of  assault  and  battery,  would  there  be 
any  idoDbt  as  to  the  power  to  have  the  party 
arrested  t  Certainly  not.  Why,  then,  have  we 
not  the  same  right  to  order  an  arrest  in  the  one 
case,  that  a  Instice  of  the  peace  would  in  the 
other  f  It  la  no  greater  pnniiJunent  to  be 
arrested  by  onr  Sergeant-at-Anns  than  by  a 
aij  marshal  or  oonatable. 

Mr.  EvxBETT,  of  Uoseaohasetta,  stdd  that  be 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  this 
debate.  AH  that  be  could  have  tali  that  would 
have  been  pertiaeiit  to  tbe  qneation,  had  been 
s«d  by  others.  There  waa  one  remark,  how- 
ever, of  the  gentleman  ttom  South  Cvolina, 
(Ur.  Dbatton,)  which  bad  struck  Mm  nnptea»- 
antly.  And.  as  all  that  fell  from  that  member 
deserved,  and  always  received,  tbe  att«ntion  of 
the  House,  Ur.  K  felt  boand  to  take  »oma 
notice  of  iL  That  gentleman  had  said  tliat  be 
was  glad  that  the  motion  for  tbe  previona  qaea- 
tion  had  not  been  snoccssfol,  and  he  had  thou^t 
proper  to  add,  that  he  should  have  considered 
its  snooesB  a  sort  of  treason  to  theoonstitution. 
Ur.  E.  had  beea  one  of  fifty  or  rixty  members 
who  hod  voted  in  favor  of  tiiat  question,  and  tt 
was  therefore  incumbent  on  him,  in  rep«JJing  so 
grave  a  charge  as  that  of  treason  to  the  co^ti- 
tation,  to  give  some  explanation  of  the  gronnda 
on  wluoh  be  bad  voted  in  fovor  of  tbe  motion. 
He  need  not  reespitnlate  the  resolution  on 
which  the  main  qaeatlon  oonld  hare  been  pat. 
Tbe  gentlemaQ  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Folk) 
had  seriously  queetioaed  the  power  of  the 
House  to  proceed  by  attachment  and  waa  for 
turning  over  tbe  iqlured  member  to  the  conrta 
of  the  District,  as  if  It  was  a  matter  in  which 
he  alone  was  concerned/  The  gentlemao  trota 
Yir^nia  (Ur.  DonDBiPoa)  bod  deprecated  as  a 
great  evil,  that  a  discussion  should  proceed  in 
that  House  upon  such  an  assumption — an  as- 
somptjon  which  went  the  wbole  length  ofm^n- 
taining  that,  ev«k  if  one  of  ita  members  aboald 
be  miudered  in  consequence  of  the  part  be  had 
token  in  debate  upon  that  floor  the  House 
could  cast  DO  eye  to  tbe  rights  of  his  constito- 
ents,  and  oonld  not  oomplam  that  its  own  ligfata 
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bad  been  ii^ared,  or  ibi  priTiiegea  Tiolated. 
The  gentlenum  from  Virginia  bad  not  been 
willing  that  a  diBoaaeion  eboold  proceed,  whioh 
took  all  UuB  for  granted,  and  on  Uiat  gronnd 
bad  moved  ttie  previona  ^neadon.  Or.  £. 
agreeing  with  him  in  sentiment,  bad,  on  the 
aame  gronnd,  vot«d  to  anatain  the  motion.  He 
bad  been  willing  to  arreat  the  diacnsaioa  for  the 
aoke  of  seonring  tbe  Terr  object  which  hia 
firienda  from  South  Carolina  prononnoed  to 
be  of  encb  vital  importoace,  tIe,.  tbe  freedom  of 
debate.  If  the  Honae  were  gravely  to  en- 
teric elaborate  argaments  on  the  question 
whether  thej  had  power  to  proceed  in  auoh  a 
oaae,  the  very  diaouaaion  itaetf  wonld  have  an 
injnriona  beating  on  the  freedom  of  debate  in 
that  Honae.  The  freedom  of  debate^  it  was 
Baying  Uttle  to  aa;  that  it  waa  the  deareat 
privilege  of  freemen — it  waa  their  life — the 
life  of  tbe  membera,  and  the  politioal  lifb  of 
the  body  itaelf.  What  bad  now  been  done  by 
one  man,  might  be  done  by  armed  moba. 
Bnp[>ose  an  inforiated  mob,  headed  by  some 

EolitJca]  demagogne,  ahould  waylay,  not  one, 
at  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  members  of  the 
Honae,  woold  they  tnm  over  those  members  to 
the  oonrtB  of  the  DiHtrict  of  Oolimibia,  and  leave 
Qiem  to  get  their  remedy  by  action  for  aeaanlt 
and  battery  I  To  what  waa  it  that  they  owed 
tiie  fact  of  their  meeting  in  that  spot!  Why 
did  not  the  Congreea  still  aasemhle  as  formerlv  in 
pliiladelpbia  T  Was  it  not  becanae  an  insnlt  had 
been  offered  to  Congreaa  in  that  city  I  Nona  of 
the  membera  were  knocked  down  there :  none 
of  them  were  bruised  and  wounded  bo  as  to  be 
kept  fh>m  attending  the  Honse ;  bnt  an  insult 
had  been  offered  to  a  member  in  tbe  pnblio 
theatre,  aa  it  wae  nnderstood,  and  believed,  in 
eonseqnenoe  of  the  Mrt  he  had  taken  in  the 
pnblio  proceedings.  They  were  told  that  if  they 
wonld  remEun,  the  Btate  wonld  protect  them ; 
that  the  Legialatore  of  Pennsylvania  wonld  hold 
its  shield  over  them ;  bnt  no  I  they  said  they 
would  go  to  a  district  of  their  own,  to  a  spot 
where  they  shoold  not  be  dependent  on  the 
aherifb  and  marahala  of  a  district  anthority. 
They  wonld  go  where  they  oonid  protect  them- 
aelvea^  and  it  was  that  determination  whit^  had 
lud  tne  foondations  of  the  capitol  upon  this 
rook.  If  the  time  should  ever  come  wnen  the 
members  of  that  body  were  to  Iw  turned  over 
to  ancb  a  oonrt  aa  that  which  eat  in  this  Diatrict, 


and  tbe  House  wonld  not  assume  the  : 


inflicted  upon  its  members  aa  done  to  itself, 
the  constitntioD  would  no  longer  be  worth 
living  under.  The  sooner  they  went  home  the 
better — or  if  they  continued  to  come  to  that 

Slace,  the  sooner  they  armed  themselves  with 
irks  and  pistols,  the  sooner  they  would  Iw 
safe;  for  then  they  wonld  understand  that  the 
Honee  wonld  not  protect  tbem. 

Mr.  Watnc,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  did  not 
at  all  doubt  that  a  gross  outrage  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  he  waa  wiUiag  that  it  ehonld  be 
punished.  Bnt  he  did  not  like  the  proposed 
mode  of  proceeding.    It  waa  againat  all  his 


which  ita  d^pilCy  and  ila  [RivUegM  ^^h 
vindicated.  Two  proporiticiwwereb«ARA« 
The  one  waa  that  the  Speaker  ahodd  iMt  tt 
order  for  the  qipreheaeSos  <rf  tbe  tattrlM 
The  other,  that  «  oommittea  should  te  f 
pointed  to  investigate  tlM  eaee,  aod  to  nail 
Mr.  W.  waa  about  to  mak*  s  anoertitB  lU 
woe  different  fMm  ettber  of  ueaa  Mm: 
for  he  did  not  think  that  th«  Houaooiiliiil 
propriety  adi^t  ^ther  of  tbe  jwoporiUcBivitt 
nad  been  submitted  to  iL  He  dmied  Ibe  pm 
of  the  Honse,  in  case  of  contempt,  to  )MWM^ 
peremptory  proeees,  nnlcM  tbe  oenteB^  U 
been  committed  in  its  immediate  pnscBce.  9i 
reason  of  this  distinotion  be  ioflk  to  U,M 
when  tbe  inanlt  was  oommitted  in  tbar  m 
presence,  they  were  all  Judges  of  tbe  &e^d 
had  the  dremnatanoea  all  before  tbe«.  Ii 
held  that  the  proceedings  of  adeliberatiT(M|i 
on  the  subject  of  oont^pta,  abould  be  ;tnlj 
to  those  observed  in  a  court  of  JnMiae.  It 
contempt  were  conunitted  in  the  faw  of  di 
court,  tne  cotirt  had 
summary  manner 


bad  power  to  pnmA  il  a  i 
;  but  might,  if  they  ^mii, 
)oeaB,and  prooeed  mendA- 


lurt,  no  such  proceeding  could  be  jaitM 
And  eo,  in  the  case  of  a  deliberative  Mj.Ai 
proceeding  might  not  be  sommary,  imiHiii 
contempt  were  oommitted  in  preaenee  rf  1> 
aaeembly,  and  toided  to  intormpt  or  ptei^ 
its  delibwations.  He  asked  gMitMnien  te  p* 
dnoe  an  inatance,  whether  in  Parliameot,  a  k 
any  court  of  Justice,  oc^anized  as  it  eboBld  ^ 
whan  an  individual  charged  with  a  ooaM 
had  been  arrested,  in  the  first  instaoee.  • 
knew  that  ezamplea  might  be  fbund  ii  w 
country,  and  it  waanotaarpriiBnglhetitArf 
have  occurred.  But  the  course  puneed  n 
first  to  iaaue  what  waa  called  a  mJe  a^  4 
whioh  the  individual  was  caJled  upon  (o  |^ 
himself  of  the  contempt.  The  rule  wasfomM 
upon  this  salutary  principle,  that,  b«fe»  j» 
take  away  the  liberty  of  a  citiien,  yoo  da 
prooeed  with  the  utmost  oantjon.  if  ia  4» 
present  instance  the  House  riionld  esSi  ^ 
this  individaal  to  purge  himself  of  the  *D^ 
contempt,  and  he  ahould  refuse  so  to  d^  tt* 
the  order  of  the  Bonsa  would  issue,  n^  '^ 
order  ran  into  every  part  of  tbe  oountrr.  If* 
had  fled,  it  would  foUow  him.  Genlla" 
seemed  to  think  it  neoesBary  to  iasoetbttl^ 
ceas  of  the  Hooae  at  onoe,  in  order  to  brinit** 
person  before  them,  but  the  ^)eaker  m* 
discretion  aa  to  tbe  fbrm  of  tbe  proeeaa  B 
order  would  be  directed  to  the  StiB*"^ 
Arms  to  seize  Uiis  individnal,  and  him  shT.' 
keep.  What,  then,  would  follow  os  ^^fH 
brought  up  t  Tbe  ordw  would  not  be  rdiM 
and  he  must,  therefore,  be  retained  b  to  f 
tody  of  the  Bergeaotr«t- Anna.  To  Ihii  lEr.  ■- 
was  opposed.    He  knew  nothing  penaaill;* 
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hta  indiTiduL  He  had  no  uonitotaiioe  with 
dm,  and  lie  had  no  doubt  that  lie  fa&d  commit- 
ed  »  brnUl  ontnge.  But  ttih  the  Hodm  was 
lot  to  arraign  him  aa  a  oriminal,  and  there  was 
he  miatak«  of  gentlemen.  The  Home  waa  not 
o  proceed  aa  a  oooii  Toold  do  In  Uie  case  of 
Time  or  mlademeanor.  The  onlj  waj  in  a  erim- 
lul  proceedltig  was  to  apprehaod  the  aooaaed 
^jonaffldaviL  But  thiaoasewaaof  andxedna- 
ore.  The  Hooaa  had  no  ri^  to  inflict  its  sano- 
ion  beforehand.  The  appreheu^on  of  the  bdl- 
ridnal  amounted  to  a  apeoiea  of  eorporal  panieb- 
UuL  Thia  was  not  to  be  inflicted  in  the  firat 
oatanoe.  Tlie  Honac^  while  it  waa  taking  atqia 
o  TiDdtoat«  ila  own  rightt,  ahoold  b«  oaaHooa 
a  to  proceed,  that  the  rl^ta  of  Uie  citizen 
hoold  not  be  invaded.  He  oon^ered  it  ntterlj 
Nit  of  the  (jneation  for  the  Honse  to  a^onm 
rithont  taking  aome  step  in  thia  afiiur.  He 
lever  would  vote  for  snch  a  motion  natil  Bome~ 
hing  ahonld  hare  been  done,  and  he  ahoold 
low  wait  till  the  qnestitm  waa  taken  on  the 
notion  for  a  Select  Committee,  and  if  that 
H^>paettion  ahonld  fail,  then  he  would  offer  an 
unendmcDt  on  the  prlndple  he  had  Indi- 
lated. 

Mr.  Bkudbut  obaervod,  that  when  thig 
XHnpltdiit  waa  presented,  his  first  impresrim 
tad  hem  that  the  Honae  waa  aathorued  to 
receive  it,  and  to  proceed  and  inflict  niitable 
inniahment,  if  the  charge  ehonld  torn  out  to 
»  well  founded.  It  waa  dne  to  himaelf  to  add, 
hat  an  eiamination  of  the  oonatitation,  and  the 
riewB  which  had  been  presented  in  Uie  oonrae 
it  the  debate^  together  with  the  oonnderation 
liat  he  had  been  able  to  bestow  Qpon  the  aob- 
eot,  had  aatiafled  him  that  hla  first  impreauon 
iras  erraneotUL  If  the  Honae  would  indnlse 
lim,  he  woold  state  the  gronnda  upon  which  ne 
ud  come  to  that  condnaon. 


>bkh  bad  been  sDbseqaentljr  verified  b^  bia 
lath,  bad  stated  that  he  waa  last  evKiing  way- 
aid  and  attacked  bj  an  iudividoal  in  one  of  the 
itreeta  of  thia  city,  knocked  down  with  a  bind- 
[eon,  and  beat  with  great  severi^.so  tbathe 
raa  now  confined  to  his  bed,  and  nnable  to 
itteod  in  his  place  in  that  HaU.  This  outrage 
s  also  stated  to  have  been  committed  in  oouse- 
pienee  of  langoage  which  bad  been  nsed  by 
lim  in  this  Hotue.  Upon  theee  facts,  which, 
n  this  posture  of  the  proceeding  we  most  take 
10  be  inooatrovertlble,  the  inqmry  arises,  is  the 
3oiua  authorized  to  arreat  and  pnniah  the  offend- 
ir  t  It  was  not  the  province  of  the  Honse  to 
lecide  what  redreas  (or  the  indignity  and  snffer- 
ng  wonld  be  afforded  to  the  iijored  party  in  a 
■onrt  ot  law,  nor  waa  it  for  thia  Honae  to  invoke 
he  power  of  a  court  of  oriminal  JoriadiotiMi,  ia 
rhich  thia  offence  wonld  no  doubt  be  proac- 
mted,  and  an  adequate  pnnishment  inflicted, 
there  the  ri^ts  of  the  it^ored  party  would  be 
veil  understood  and  appreciated,  and  the  vlo- 
ated  peace  of  the  oountry  vindicated.    Nor 


was  it  material  to  inquire  what  power  to  provide 
for  the  pimishment  of  cases  like  the  preaent  had 
been  delegated  to  tbe  entdra  legislative  branch 
of  this  Oovenunent.  Gongren  had  not  legia- 
lated  upon  the  subject.  The  present  appeal 
waa  to  the  power  of  this  House  sloue.  He  had 
examined  into  the  constitntion  in  search  of  that 
power.  He  was  aware  that  some  powers  were 
eroresely  delegated  to  thia  House  by  it ;  that 
othma  were  in^dental  and  neceaaary :  and  be 
waa  also  aware  that  Oongreas,  not  the  Honse 
alone,  nl^t  make  all  laws  neoeasary  and  proper 
to  oany  mto  execution  all  the  powers  ve^ed 
in  the  Oovemment  of  the  Uoited  Statea,  or  any 
depirtment  or  officer  thereof. 

The  call  was  seconded  by  a  sufficient  vote. 

The  main  qnastiou  was  put,  being  upon  the 
(wiginal  motion  of  Mr.  Yakoc,  viz : 

lUMivtd,  Tbftt  the  Speaker  do  Issue  hia  warrant, 
directed  to  the  Sergeaot-at-Arma  atteD^ng  to  the 
House,  commandius  him  to  Uke  in  custody,  wher- 
ever to  be  foucd,  the  bodj  of  Samuel  Houston,  and 
the  same  In  custody  to  keep,  subject  to  tbe  Airther 
order  mud  dlscretiDn  of  the  House. 

And  tt  was  determined  as  follows: 
Tus. — UeasTB.  Chilton  Allan,  Allison,  Andei^ 
BOO,  Angel,  Appletcu,  Ansher,  Arnold,  Ashley, 
Babcock,  Banks,  Koyes  Barber,  John  B.  BarirauF, 
Barnwell,  Barnocer,  Baretow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  JaiUM 
Bates,  Bell,  Bethune,  Jamea  Blair,  John  BUh-, 
Boack,  Briggs,  John  Brodbead,  John  0.  Brodhcad; 
Bard,  Barges,  CahooD,  Chandler,  Cbaat«,cawbonie, 
Coke,  Col&r,  Lewia  Condlet,  Bilaa  Gondit,  Eleathe- 
ros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Conrln,  Coulter, 


bewBit,  Dickaou,  Doddridge,  Doidileday,  Drsytoo, 
Duncan,  EUaworth,  Oeoi^  ETaaa,  Jo^ua  Evans, 
Edwird  Everett,  Horace  Everatt,  Felder,  Tord, 
Foster,  GUmore,  Oordon,  Orennell,  Griffin,  Thomas 
H.  HalL  Hawkins,  Heister,  Hw^es,  HoBkuan, 
Hagaa,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Huut,  HoDtington,  lu- 
geraoll,  Irvln,  Jecdfer,  Charles  C.  Johnston,  Eava- 


lagh,  Beudail,  Keunon,  Adam  King,  John  EIur, 
"  irv  King,  Lamar,  Laodng,  Leavitt,  Lent,  Letch- 
Hasou,  Kaishall,  UcCoy,  Uelntire,  McKsy, 
"'  "  ■  "  uj,  Newton, 
_     _  Fotta,  Ban- 

dolph,  John  Eeed,  Edward  C.  Seed,  Boan^  Boot, 
Ruaad,  William  B.  Bbepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Blade,  Smith,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  PhUemou  Tfaomaa,  John  Thomaon,  Tomp- 
kins, Trnoj,  Vuice,  Ve^anck,  Vinton,  WardweO, 
Washington,  Warue,  Weeks,  Wilkin,  Wheeler, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Campbell 
P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffe,  WOde, 
Williams,  Worthington,  Toudk— 141). 

Hira — Ueurs.  Beardsley,  Boon,  Bucher,  Clay, 
Conner,  Rtigerald,  Harper,  Hawea,  Holland,  Horn, 
Jarvls,  Jewett,  Care  Johnaon,  LrcompM,  Lewis, 
L;on,  Hanu,  Uardis,  Thos.  R.  Mitchell,  Paltol^ 
Renon,  Folk,  ^;)eigfat,  Slandl&r,  Wile;  T" 


o  the  resolution  waa  i^reed  to. 
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UoHDAT,  April  19. 

The  Spiaskb  annoniiced  to  the  Eoiue  th&t 
the  Bergeant-at'Anna  had  executed  the  order 
committed  to  Mm,  and  that  SBiniiel  noTiBton 
was  DOW  in  the  enstodf  of  that  officer.  Where- 
npon, 

Mr.  Da  via,  of  Uaaaachnaetta,  ofibred  the  fol- 
lowing reeolation : 

Sucivid,  That  Samuel  Houston  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  Houm  on  Thundaj  iieit,  at  twelre 
o'clock,  to  annrer  to  the  charge  made  against  bim 
^  WiLLuv  STANaaaBT,  of  Ohla,  a  member  of  thia 
HoDBe,  in  bil  letter  and  affldaTJt;  and  that  he  be 
forthwith  fbmiahed  with  a  copy  of  said  charge  and 
letter  ol  aaid  Stanbeny,  by  the  Clerk. 

Hr.  D^na,  after  explaiaing  and  Tindioating 
the  motlTea  whloh  hu  led  to  the  reHolnlJoii 
he  had  ofibred,  agreed  to  modifj'  it  in  such  a 
manner  aa  that  the  accoaed  part;  rai^t  fortb- 
wltU  be  bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  House. 

The  reeolDtlon  of  Hr.  Bavia  was  modified  b; 
him  at  the  suggestion  of  Ueasre.  Fostkb  and 
WtoKLiFTi,  BO  as  to  read  aa  foUows : 

BmAiKi,  That  a  Committee  on  PtlTilegea,  ooti- 
dstiDg  of  asTen  memben,  be  appointed  and  in- 
■truoMd  t«  report  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
case  of  Samuel  Houston,  who  ta  now  In  custodj 
bj  Ttrtne  of  an  order  of  this  House,  and  that  awd 
oommlttee  haTs  leave  to  execute  the  dut;  assigned 


The  resolotioa  was  adopted  almost  nuani- 
monaly. 

After  a  brief  intmral,  l£r.  HonsbHi  was 
broDght  in  the  onatodj  of  the  S^^eant-at-AnDB, 
and  placed  at  tlie  bar  of  the  House ;  when  the 
SpaaxxB  addresaed  him  aa  follows : 

"  Bameet  Houston,  joa  have  been  brought  before 
this  House,  b;  its  order,  to  answer  the  ^taige  of 
hsTing  sssaulted  and  beaten  Wiuiam  Stambikkt,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  BepreeentaUTca  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  {Hilo,  for  words 
spoken  b;  him,  in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  in  debate  upon  a  questioD  then  dependiog 
before  the  House.  Before  jDQ  are  called  upon  to 
answer,  in  an;  manner,  to  the  ant^ect-matter  of  this 
charge,  it  Is  m-j  dutj,  aa  presiding  officer  of  this 
House,  to  inform  70a  that  if  70a  deaiie  the  dd  irf 
counsel,  the  testimony  of  witneasei,  time  to  prepare 
for  jour  defence,  or  hare  any  other  request  to 
make  in  relation  to  this  subject,  your  requMt  will 
now  be  received  and  considered  by  the  Honee.  If^ 
however,  yon  neither  wish  for  counsel,  witnesses, 
or  fbrther  time,  but  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
the  iaveatlgation  of  the  oharge,  you  will  state  it,  and 
the  Honse  will  take  order  aceonUnglj." 


"  Vr.  ^)eaker,  I  wish  no  eounael :  I  shall  require 
the  attendance  of  witnesses.  Having  but  this  mo- 
ment been  apprised  of  the  course  which  would  be 
pursued  by  the  Bouse,  and  believing,  ss  I  do,  that 
this  Inveatintion  is  to  form  a  precedent,  essentially 
involving  the  liberty  of  American  citiaens,  I  will 


A  oommittee  was  then  app<^ted  to  i^ 
the  proc«edinga  proper  to  M  oheemd  I7  ^ 
House  in  the  trial  of  the  case,  ai  beracfn 
stated. 
[The  following  gentlemen  cxiinpawdtbti» 
littoe,  vis:  lb.  DaTI^  of  MaMafhnMfti,fc 


TmBD^T,  April  IT. 
OeMc/SamutI  Myittte^ 
of  Jleaaftchasetta,  beo  I 
ivilegee,  ^pointed  oo  Kiaiti 
presented  the  following  report : 

The  Oommittee  on  Ftitilegea,  vht  nl 
inatmoted  bj  the  Honse  to  r^kort  a  nodi  rf  p 
seeding  in  (be  o«e  of  Sanmd  HoMtoa,  abk 
now  in  onstodj,  nnder  a  wairant  taased^olt 
of  the  Home,  npon  the  oojDjdwnt  of  wnial 
Btakbxbbt,  one  of  it«  membeti^  Iht  tanltil 
and  beating  theaaid  Staiibxkkt  tor  wordi^d* 
in  his  ^aoe  on  th«  flo)»  of  the  Hoasa  mr- 
meod  the  adoption  of  the  ftdlowiog  onw: 


pot  to  him  the  f oDowiiw  iiitenvgsun : 
>  yon  admit  or  deny  tbt  job  imtAd 

the  aaid  Stanberry,  aa  he  Ims  ttfimm 

the  letter  which  haa  been  read,  aoo^itfeUM 
beendciiveredtoyoubrordecof IheHsBM!  - 

If  the  said  Samnel  Honaton  admit  tkit  It  | 
asMult  and  treat  the  said  Stanbern,  ss  in  >idlai 
Is  represented,  then  tiie  Speaker  Aall  pottobi 
following  interrogatray : 

Do  yon  admit  or  d^y  that  the  aaiae  iMtA  * 
beating  were  done  fOr  and  on  aocamt  of  n 
spoken  by  the  said  Stanbeny  in  the  Bene  sf  If 
resentatives  in  debate  ? 

If  the  aaid  Bamnet  HoostoD  admU  tb»  sasdl  S 
beating,  and  that  they  were  for  the  caoss  stand 
then  the  House  sbaO  consider  thechsigtasiil 
the  said  Stat^rry  as  true,  and  aball  jnmtit 
judgment  thereon. 

But  if  the  said  Samnel  Honaton  deny  tha  M 
and  beating,  or  (hat  the  «une  wete  daeefK* 
cause  aforraaid,  or  lefhae,  or  evade  answtriit  ■ 
interrogatories,  then  the  nid  WiUuBi  Sum 
shall  be  examined  aa  a  wl(DeastoucUng«MdBi| 
after  which,  the  aid  Saaniel  Honstoa  Asnkj 
lowed  to  introduce  any  competent  evidceesai 
defence ;  and  then  any  ftartber  evidence  the  BM 
may  direct  shall  also  be  intiodnead.  ' 

If  parol  evidence  la  offbred,  the  witsMMM 
be  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  end  be  exsBnala* 
bar,  nnlnss  they  are  mnmhnn  of  the  Smk* 
whieh  esse  thev  may  be  eumined  ia  tkarih^ 
A  committee  shall  be  i^<dBted  to  sum"* 


Em?  qDaMim  put  l^  •  menbar  not  of  the  com- 
BuUM,  ttuU  bo  r«diioBd  towritingbTNch  member, 
■nd  be  pr^MHmded  to  the  iritneM  bj  tbe  Speaker, 
If  not  olyeoled  to ;  but  if  mj  qoettlon  ihkU  be 
ottfecled  to,  or  uij  testimony  ottered  ttudl  be  ob- 
Jeoted  to  bj  uij  member,  tiie  member  so  ottJeaUug, 
tad  tbe  uciued,  or  hli  cooiuel,  ihall  be  betrd 
tbereon ;  >fler  wUcb,  tbe  quoMionHhallbe  docided 
Tithont  fnrtlMF  debate. 

When  tbe  ei1dtii>oe  U  all  before  tbe  Hooie,  the 
nid  Samnal  Houston  shall  be  beard  on  the  whole 
mattw  b;  Uoiwl^  or  Ms  conturl,  u  fa«  m«f  elect 

Altar  the  Mid  Samuel  HooMon  ihall  hare  beea  eo 
heard,  he  ihaU  be  treated  'to  withdraw,  and  the 
Honae  ihall  proceed  to  condder  the  nl:^t,  tad  t« 
(ako  loeh  order  thereon  «a  maj  aeem  joM  and 
prcmer. 

&d  Samnel  Houton  shall  be  fttmiahed  with  a 
copy  of  thia  order. 

Tie  report  of  the  committee  mm  ooneQired 
Id  nnonimoiul^r. 

The  oommittee  wu  then  ordered  to  con^t 
of  fire  memben,  a  propoeition  for  Mvea  hav- 
ing been  previooal;  negatlred. 

Botne  aticDBsion  ensued  as  to  the  putionlar 
time  (rf  proceeding  to  trU. 

finally,  to-morrow,  at  twelTe  o'clock,  being 
the  time  eaid  to  be  oraferred  hj  0«iural  Hou- 
ton,  wu  iiuanimoiulf  agreed  to. 


WxDRBiUT,  April  18. 
OoM  of  Sanntt  Smuton. 
m 
Owdar, 

2Cr.  JoiEmov,  of  Tenneesee,  offered  a  resoln- 
tioD  that  ^mnel  Honaton  t>e  allowed  to  employ 
connoel  to  aid  him  in  his  defence.  Ur.  J.  itatM, 
In  explanation,  that  Mr.  Bonaton,  althoa^  he 
bad,  when  pnt  to  tbe  bar,  stated  to  the  HonM 
that  he  had  no  desire  for  coDosel,  bad,  on  tar- 
ther  reflection,  come  to  a  different  oonelnaion, 
and  that  the  present  resolution  had  been  offered 
at  bis  reqneot, 

Tha  reedoUon  waa  agreed  to, 

Bamnd  Houton  was  now  bron^t  to  tbe  bar 
of  tbe  Honae  bj  the  SerMaDt-at-Amia,  aocmn- 
panied  b7  bis  oonnaeL  f^anda  B.  Key,  Eaq., 
whan  the  Sfuxkb,  after  annonm^ng  to  him 
the  natnre  of  the  obarge  ha.  waa  called  to 
answer,  notified  Urn  that,  before  prooeedlng 
to  interrogatorieg,  ha  was  required  to  aaj 
whether  Iw  was  prepared  to  proceed  to  trial 
acoording  to  tha  oroer  which  had  been  an- 
nounced to  him,  or  ifhether  be  bad  an;  dther 
reanest  to  make  of  the  Honae, 

Hr.  Hanaton,  in  reply,  sabmitted  the  follow- 
ing p^wr,  which  was  read  by  his  ooonsel,  and 
i^Min  read  at  the  Clerk's  table : 

•■Tba  aoenaad  denUa  that  'be  asaaalted  and 
|>e*t*  the  said  Staaberry  u  he  has  represented  In 
lb«  letter  wUcb  has  bean  read. 
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"He  adniiis  that  ha  fidt  sreat  laffignation  on 
la  Ifatiofial  InmiMiuemaMikMfthtia 
t  been  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Bonae 


reoidlag  ia  the  JTational 
itated  to  hare  been  mad_ 

by  the  said  BUnberrj,  Impntiag 


to  the  seoosed,  by  name,  a  groa*  offence  of  which 
be  knew  himself  to  be  famooent,  sod  tbe  dissemina- 
tion of  which  throo^ont  tbe  eeontry,  by  such  pub- 
lication, waa  eiidentl  J  calenlated  to  aflect  hk  honor 
and  chancier.  Under  these  circumstances,  tb<  ac- 
oused  wu  induced  to  Inquire  of  said  Sianberry,  Ins 
respectful  note,  whether  tba  report  of  what  he  liad 
said  was  truly  sot  forth  in  said  paper.  To  which 
Inquiry  thus  made,  said  Stanbeny  reftised  to  give 
any  answer,  in  a  manner  eahndalad  sUU  ftsrther  to 
injure  tbe  aoouaed.  The  ocooaed  admita  that  he 
wu  greatly  excited  br  these  proTocatioos,  and  that, 
under  the  ufluence  ol  feelingi  thoa  exdtftd,  be  did, 
on  accidentally  meeting  the  said  {Kooberry,  asBult 
,  and  beat  him,  tbe  accwed  being  nuarmed  with  any 
Other  wsapon  than  a  eanBion  walkhtg  cans,  and 
beBeving  the  said  Stanberry  to  be,  as  be  in  fiMt 
was,  armed  with  phtoh  that  tbe  meeting  look 
place  ssTeral  hours  after  the  odionnmient  at  Con* 
gre^^  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  erening,  on  the 
FennsylTania  ATenoe,  and  nearly  half  a  mUe  from 
tbe  ea^tol,  and  i»  the  ojwoaite  side  of  the  ATenoe 
from  where  Kr.  Slanberry^s  boarding-boose  ia  situ- 
ated ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  this  occnrrence,  he 
was  neither  seeing  for,  nor  eipeo^ng  to  see,  the 
said  Stanberry. 

"  Tbe  aocosed  denies  that  he  btended  to  commit, 
or  that  ha  believed  he  was  committing,  any  con* 
tesBpt  towards  tbe  House  of  ReptessMatiTee,  or  soy 
breach  of  ItajuMlege,  or  tbe  pHTilega^anvof  Its 
■SMbets.  He  denbs  that  tbe  act  complainad  of 
oonstitatM  any  snch  contempt  or  breach  of  privi- 
lege, and  Is  prepared  to  jnstiA  his  condnet,  so  &r 
at  least  as  tbe  tlghu  and  prinleges  of  this  Hoose 
and  its  members  are  ooncemed,  by  proot" 

The  Sfkoxkb  Inqolred  whether  Ur.  Houston 
was  prepared  toprooeed  in  the  trial.  Towbioh 
he  retried  In  the  afflnnatlTe. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  SiunanBT  waa  then  read. 

The  Spmazu  then  pnt  the  first  interrogatory, 
directed  by  order  of  the  Honae,  jeatai^^,  aa 
follows : 

Do  TOO  admit  or  deny  that  yon  assaoUed  and 
beat  the  said  Btanbetty,  aa  he  has  represented  in 
the  letter  wUoh  has  been  read,  a  copy  of  which 
has  bsm  d«UT«ed  to  yon  by  the  order  of  tba 
Housef 

The  aocosed  replied  tliat  his  connsel  wonld 
respond  to  the  interrogatory  for  him ;  where- 
upon, 

Mr.  Key  read  bcaa  a  pi^er,  anbatantially,  aa 
follows: 


set  forth;  he  admits  that  be  ftlt  great  IndignatioD 
«a  reading  the  remarks  of  Hr.  BrAaaiaaT,  u 
reported  in  the  InltUiftHeer,  oborgitig  him  with 
offsnees  dNOgaUwy  to  Us  honor  and  oharaoter,  of 
which  be  was  lonoeenL  He  says  that  he  inqolred 
of  Hr.  S.  if  the  report  truly  set  forth  what  he  had 
said,  which  inquiry  Hr.  B.  refbaed  to  answer.  Be 
admits  that  be  wu  greatly  eidted  by  the  manner 
of  this  refbsal,  and  did,  on  acddentaliy  meeting 
with  Mr.  S.,  beat  him.  Be  aayi  that  he  bimaalf  wu 
armed  only  with  an  ordinary  walking  stick  ;  that 
Mr.  S.  wu  armed  with  plaiols ;  that  be  met  him 


Tnlta  from  the  capll4^  and  oi 


ABRDKIHEM  OP  THB 


wB.] 


Oam^SamuiBaalm. 


[Ann,UB 


Mr.  Datii^  (^  MaBudinBetta,  aUntUiiK  to  the 
'  .  Btaitbbbbt,  mOTed  tiiat 


ftppodte  tlwt  of  Ut.  a'l  lodgtegi.  He  deoisB  that 
hi  what  pwMd  b«  Intandid  b>  commit  ■  conbimpl 
■ptinst  Uie  Hoiae,  or  ■  braaeh  of  the  priTtlBgM  of 
its  membera.  He  denies  thM  th«  act  involTM  toch 
•  contempt  or  breach  ;  and  b  prepared  to  Justify 
hi*  conduct,  a«  fkr  u  Uie  Home  ii  concenied,  bj 
proof  and  argumeat. 

The  Bemud  interrogalor?  vu  then  pot  to  the 
woosed  by  the  Spbaxxb,  u  follow* : 

Do  jou  admU  or  deny  that  the  aaid  anaoh  and 
beating  were  done  for  and  on  account  of  irordi 
■poken  bf  the  aaid  Stanberry  in  the  Honie  of  Rep- 
retentatiTei  hi  debate? 

To  which  the  aoetued  repU«d  tbat  the  re- 
sponse giveo  to  the  firit  mterrt^atorr  embraced 
u  uBwer  to  the  seooud,  and  he  dedlned  ginng 
onj'  other. 

TlATm,  rf 

absence  of  Mr.     _  _    ,  _. 

fortber  proeeontion  c£  the  trial  be  ntf^>ended 
until  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Mr.  Vahoi  BtMed  that  Mr.  Staitbbbbt  was 
able  to  attend  whenerer  It  might  be  neccMarj. 

The  motion  was  wreed  to. 

Mr.  Houston  and  his  oonnsd  having  retired, 

Hr.  Datib,  on  aoooont  of  ill  health,  requested 
to  be  ezonaed  flrom  servbs  on  the  committee 
q)pointed  to  miperintend  ue  ezaminatioa  of 
witneeses,  and  was  exonaed  accordioglr. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Joseph  Gales, 
Jnnior,  was  qipointad  to  take  down  tike  testi- 


TEUB8DAT,  April  19. 
Out  qf  Samiui  Smitlati. 

The  SivAXZB  infbrmed  the  Honse  that^  imder 
the  resolntion  adopted  yeaterda;,  Hr.  Gales  bsd 
oonsented  to  act  as  stenogri^her  on  the  trial  of 
Samnel  fiooston. 

The  honr  of  twelve  having  arrived. 

Mr.  Houston  was  ogi^n  placed  at  the  bar. 

The  Spbaeeb  ashed  him  if  he  was  ready  to 
proceed  in  the  trial,  and  he  answered  in  the 
affirmative,'  wherenpon, 

Hr.  CocLTKB,  ham  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
l^es,  moved  that  Mr.  Stahberbt  be  now 
■worn,  and  called  upon  for  his  testimonj. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  BrAimEBBT 
wBs  sworn,  in  the  oanal  form,  to  testify,  ftc 

[The  testimony  in  the  case  is  spread  on  the 
Jonnul  of  the  House.  In  the  foUowing  notices 
of  the  biat,  such  parts  of  the  t«stimoDj  only 
ore  Introduced  as  are  necessary  to  elucidate  the 
debate  on  the  different  qneationa  which  aroee.j 

Ut.  Stanssbrt  teatiSed  as  follows ; 

On  the  ith  of  this  month,  Mr.  Cav*  Johfboit, 
ft  member  of  this  Honse,  presented  to  me  a 
note  &0U1  Mr.  Houston,  which  I  believe  ie  now 
in  poBsesaion  of  my  coUeagne,  (Mr.  Cbeiohton, 
of  Ohio,)  which  I  request  may  be  handed  to 
the  Chair  BO  that  it  may  be  read. 

The  letter  was  handed  to  tbe  Chair,  and  was 
read,  and  is  aa  follows : 


WixtsaaiDt  Car,  AprU  1,  IBl 

Bib  ;  I  have  seen  mdu  rcinaAa  in  tlu  K^mi 

InttlliffttKtr  of  the  Sdhutant,  in  which 

resented  to  have  said,  "  Wu  the  late  I ,^ 

War  removed  in  eooseqnence  of  bis  tttespt  finb 
lently  to  gire  toQOTernor  Honston  theaiDDMlit 
Indiao  raSonit 

The  otgect  of  this  note  la  to  atcertiiii  «Mt 
my  name  was  used  by  [yeo]  in  debate ;  oi  1 
BO,  whether  yoor  ntnarlB  bava   beao  eotncdr 

Aa  the  Temarka  were  inserted  la  safidplBif 
thrir  regular  place.  "I  hope  vonwiB  ftadiliB' 
venient  to  reply  aithoat  delay." 

I  uL  joar  ntoit  obediait  senni, 
'^  BAMVEL  SOCBPS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  Btavhuet,  M.  C. 

That  letter  WHS  preaent«d  to  meinthiiM 
I  do  not  remember  whether  the  sbsbod  irftfa 
House  had  commenced  or  not ;  and  i  don 
was  eipreaaed  by  Mr.  Johubok  for  i  sfttti 
answer  to  it  On  the  Bsrae  day  I  wratts 
answer,  dated  the  4th  of  April,  but  not  n- 
sented  until  next  day ;  which  1  bandcdtoir, 
CKSiaBTOir,  requesting  Mr.  Ckeiohtos,  Mn 
presenting  it,  to  ascertwn  whether  Mr.  Joebs 
was  acquainted  with  the  contents  trf'  the  m> 
of  Mr.  Eouaton.  That  letter  I  wish  tobn 
read  for  the  information  of  the  Housb 

The  letter  was  read,  and  is  as  fbllowi; 
"Bjuj.oiBKiajaEm.-tim,Apriii,l(a. 

"  fiiB :  I  received  this  momiiig,  b;  yow  itaht 
note  tigned  Samuel  HonMon,  quoting  bum  k 
KaUoHoI  IitUUimctr  of  the  2d  instant,  t  naat 
made  by  me  hi  the  Booes.  Ihe  otgect  oC  Ibt  M 
is  'to  asoertun  whether  Mr.  HooBtMi'siiiBlM 
used  by  me  in  debate,  and  whether  mj  tcMh 
were  correctly  quoted.' 

"  I  cannot  reeognLn  the  right  of  Mr.  EosaNa 

make  this  request.    Terj  respectftilly,  vomi  fc 

"WILLIAM  STAl^SBBI. 

"  The  Hon.  Cavi  Jornisoa." 

Mr.  GBBiQBTOir,  I  understand,  pivmtrf  ttr 
note  which  has  been  read,  to  iii.  iwsiai,'* 
this  Hall.  Borne  time  on  the  somedsylb. 
JoBxson  came  to  me,  and,  after  Ismsatii;  I 
had  not  thought  fit  to  address  an  >nsw«r  toK. 
Houston,  said  that,  after  consultation  wiAUi 
frienda,  he  had  come  to  the  del^nninttiaik 
have  nc'"  ^  " 
himself 

ton,  to  take  his  own  course.  On  the  ewjl 
of  Uie  day  on  which  I  received  the  note  fr<""l^ 
Houston,  and  before  sending  the  answer,  Ita 
a  consoltatioD  with  some  of  my  fnttA,  »*» 
agreed  with  me  upon  the  answer  wUA  rt 
sent  It  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  mj  ln»* 
(Mr.  EwnfG,(rfOhio)thatitwasproperIdH«« 
be  armed;  that.  Immediately  upon  the  n^ 
tion  of  my  note,  Mr.  Honston  would  F^^ 
make  an  assault  upon  me.  Mr.  Ewiss  w^ 
ingly  procured  for  me  a  pair  of  piatolj  »' 
dirk ;  and  on  the  morning  on  which  the  i 

wassentjlwai  ' ""  "' 

if  he  should  i 


[^ISSS.] 
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3ij  lod^ngs,  I  received  e,  note  from  a  gei^tl^ 
nan  of  the  name  of  UcCarty,  of  Indians,  (not 
lie  member  of  this  House,)  informing  me  Uiat 
lie  bad  Bometbing  of  importance  vhicb  be 
iriBhed  to  communicate.  Subsequently,  ho 
x>ld  me  that,  betus  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Tiptoit, 
)r  Indiana,  he  had  board  some  gentleman  wbooe 
lame  be  did  not  mention,  declare  he  bad  heard 
SoDston  aa;  that  he  intended  to  shoot  me  in 
Jie  strwt,  and  to  have  a  man,  whoae  name,  I 
MlisTe,  was  ArmBtrong,  of  Tenneesee,  in  oom- 
md;  witb  him.  Mr.  McOartrr,  1  believe,  oom- 
nmuoatod  the  same  information  to  Mr.  Ewinci. 
rho  came  to  the  Eonae  with  me  next  daj,  ana 
[  was  prepared  with  my  pistols  oocked  to  de- 
bnd  myself;  but  I  did  not  meet  with  Mr. 
Sonston  that  day,  tboagh  I  aaw  him  within 
lie  House.  I  azpeoted  every  time  I  went  ont 
)i;  or  came  into,  this  .Hall,  to  meet  him,  and  I 
iras  always  prepared  for  such  an  event  My 
>bject  in  desiring  the  company  of  Mr.  EwtNo, 
ras  to  have  a  respectable  witness  present,  who 
iTss  not  to  interfere  between  me  and  Mr.  Hoos- 
aa,  nnleea  hia  own  Indgment  shonld  dictate  it 
I  was  unwilling  that  any  thing  between  na 
lionld  depend  npon  the  testimony  of  sacb  wit- 
iMses  as  Mr.  Houston  might  have  in  his  eom- 
taoy.  I  continned  prepu«d  for  the  expected 
nesting  ontil  I  benn  to  tlilnk  eilber  that  Mr. 
louston  never  had  an  intention  to  attack  me, 
v  bad  relinqniahed  it ;  but  still  kept  a  pistol  in 
ny  pocket.  On  Friday  ught,  at  eight  o'clock, 
pmnidng  that  I  rertde  at  Mn.  QnMn's,  on  the 
oath  side  of  the  Arenne,)  I  left  Mrs.  Queen's, 
ffossad  the  Avenoe,  and  stepped  on  the  side- 
■ralk  near  Mr.  Elliot's,  having  one  pistol  in  my 
toeket  not  cocked,  having  no  expectation  of 
nesting  Ur.  Uoostou.  At  the  moment  of 
itepping  on  the  sidewal^  Mr.  Houston  stood 
Miore  me.  I  think  he  oslled  me  by  my  name, 
ind  instantly  sbnok  me  with  the  blndgeon  he 
lad  in  bis  band  with  great  violence,  and  h«  re- 
>aated  the  blow  while  I  waa  down ;  he  stmck 
ne  repeatedly  with  great  violence,  I  was 
litber  koookM  down  or  thrown  in  the  nmffle, 
[  do  not  know  which ;  while  down,  tnming  on 
ny  right  aide,  I  got  my  hand  in  my  pocket,  and 
^  my  piatol  and  cocked  it ;  I  watehed  an  op- 
tortimity  while  he  was  ibriking  me  with  gnat 
riolenoe,  fmd  pnOed  the  trigger  atoing  at  Us 
)cea«t ;  the  piatol  did  not  go  off;  1  thought  it 
lid  not  anw,  bat  I  have  since  nnderatood  it  did. 
le  vreetea  the  pistol  from  my  hand,  and,  after 
)  blows,  he  left  me,    ' 

„  which  1  said,  I  do  not  d _ . . 

dlect  what,  Honston  sud  "  I  had  assailed  lum, 
nd  that  he  would  be  answerable  to  the  laws  of 
da  oDontry  for  what  he  bad  done." 


Qtutilon  by  At  eammUlei. — Vu  any  penon  or 
■sTHHu  present  with  Ur.  Booaton,  or  near  (0  htm, 
rhen  the  blow  was  first  Infiieted  r 

.^H«M*r. — There  wm  one  indivldiial;  the  tnnsso- 
loQ  was  •ohnrrted,  and  the  asstnlt  was  so  Immedl- 
to,  that  I  did  not  recognise  him ;  the  blow  was 
nWcted  by  Honston  inMaaUy  on  my  leccgniiing 


[After  some  finiber  evidence  by  Tir.  &.] 

Qvetlion  hy  Vit  attmtid  {to  Mr.  BianbeTry.) — 
These  remarks,  thns  published,  impota  a  fraud  to 
the  accused;  had  you  then,  or  have  joa  now,  any 
and  what  eridenoe  of  the  ooirectneas  of  such  im- 
putation? 

To  this  intem^tory  Mr.  Diokbok,  one  of  the 
memtwrs  from  the  State  of  New  York,  objeot«d. 

And  the  question  being  taken — "Shall  the 
said  interrogatory  be  pntt "  it  pasaed  in  the 
^rmative — yeas  101,  nays  8i. 

Mr.  Stahbxssz  then  proceeded  to  answer  as 
follows : 

*'  Ic  was  no  part  of  mTlntenUcn  to  impute  fraud 
to  General  Houston,  ^s  name  wm  mentioned, 
merely  that  the  transacUon  to  which  I  alluded 
night  be  identified.  I  intended  to  make  ■  charpo 
against  the  Ute  Secretary  of  War,  and  igainst  the 
Presideat,  If  he  had  a  knowledge  of  the  contem- 
plated fivnd  and  did  not  disapprove  of  ft." 

Mr.  P^aiTOi)  suggested  that  the  witneae  ought 
not  to  proceed  any  farther.  As  he  denied  all 
intention  of  impnting  fraad  to  the  respondent, 
any  r^Iy  as  to  the  groonds  upon  which  tJie  im- 
putation of  fraud  waa  fmndea  would  be  lirelo' 

ID-.  TanoK  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
marks of  Hx.  SiasBEBBT  to  which  the  inter- 
rogatory referred,  and  tiiey  were  read  aoo<»d< 
ingly. 

Mr.  WioKucm,  thon^  he  regretted  that  the 
interrogatory  had  been  put,  tnoo^t  that  it 
mnst  bo  folly  answered, 

Mr.  Anaits  ezpreased  his  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vii^nia  wonid  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  v<^  by  wMoh  the  House  had  or- 
dered the  interroga&iry  to  be  put  and  answered. 
The  essentialpartof  the  answer  had  been  given, 
and  the  House  had  no  concern  in  the  reudne. 

Mr.  OsAio  moved  that  the  witoess  be  excused 
from  farther  answering  the  interrogatory, 

Mr.  CoDLTBB  hoped  that  the  counsel  wonId 
consent  to  withdraw  it ;  but  if  be  shonld  re- 
fVisa  the  whole  answer  mast  be  given. 

Mr.  En  expreased  his  willingness  to  relieve 
tlie  Hoaae  frwn  its  diffloolty,  by  withdrawing 
the  itrtern^atory.  He  was  not  influenced  to 
do  this  by  any  fear  of  ii^oryto  the  aooosed,  for 
the  answer  given  was  that  which  of  all  others 
he  moat  derirad.  But,  to  relieve  the  House,  he 
would  withdraw  the  interrogatory  in  its  present 
form,  and  sabstitute  another,  inqniring  d  the 
wimcM  whether  he  meant  to  impute  fraud  to 
the  respondent 

Mr.  Hkbckb  observed  that  the  oounael  had 
no  right  to  withdraw  the  intemwatory. 

The  Sfukxb  replied  that  he  had  a  right  to 
aak  leave. 

It  being  now  very  lata,  Mr.  L.  Gohsiot 
moved  to  poe^ione  all  fhrther  prooeedings  in 
this  trial  until  tirdve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

The  motion  prevailed— and  the  Boose  ad- 
JonnedL 
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Satubdat,  April  11. 
C(u»  (ff  Samwl  Sontton, 
The  jotmil  of  jeftordftj  barinK  been  read, 
Ur.  BiAKBEBBT  ezpreMed  a  wiui  to  hiiTe  tbe 
tonnud  of  Thnndsj,  the  19tli  instant,  wrreeted. 
He  moTed  that  the  word  "  oompUinant "  in 
oonnectiou  with  hia  own  name  be  stricken  oat : 
he  did  not  niah  to  wpear  ae  the  complunant 
in  this  ease.    He  baa  addraaeed  a  letter  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoase,  itatisK  the  beta  of  the 
caae :  and  he  now  oonridered  thii  Boom  and 
the  nation  aa  the  compl^nanta.    I  am  leaa  In- 
terested myself,  aaid  Mr.  8.,  than  any  other 
i,  with  reapeot  to  me,  has. 


I  tnut,  bee 


__  Ibtiho  niggeeted  to  hia  ooneacne  to  poat- 
pone  his  moldon  for  the  present,  ud  snfifar  the 
bial  to  proceed. 

Ur.  Boon  ot^ected  to  any  correction  of  the 
JonmaL  It  leuned  to  him  that  the  nation  was 
not  the  eonwlainant,  bnt  tbe  gentleman  from 
Otiio  himsdi  alone. 

Mr.  SpitaBT  IVM  t«  request  the  gntleman 
Iwota  Indiana  to  withdraw  tua  motJML  All  the 
facts  had  fone  forth  to  the  world,  txA  all  trn- 
dentood  who  was  the  complainant ;  the  lan- 
gnage  of  tbojonroal  waa  of  little  oonseqnanoe. 

Mr.  Boos  replied  that  the  remarlu  of  his 
friend  from  Korth  Carolina  were  so  forcible 
that  he  wonld  withdraw  his  otjeoUon. 

Ur.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  snbmit  the  following  reaolntjon : 

"AmoJem^  That  nomemberof  tbeHoue.eieept 
the  committee  appointed  for  tlie  nanagatnnt  of 
the  trial  now  pending  before  the  House,  be  pennit- 
ted  to  diacun  qnestioDe  pertaioiiig  to  the  trial  of 
Senmel  Honstou,  until  the  examlnftdoo  of  witnessM 
1b  closed  \  that  »Si  questioog  bs  propounded  through 
tlie  committee  in  writing,  and  that  tlie  member* 
of  the  committee  alone,  on  the  pert  of  the  Honae, 
be  lUotred  to  oMect  to,  or  diacuae,  the  relsTaocy 
or  irreTeUncy  of  '  ' 
farther  debate 
or  ot^jectiaoa." 

Ur.  Rksd  said  that,  to  aroid  nselese  diaona- 
moD,  he  wonld  move  to  laj  the  reeolation  on 
the  Uble. 

Ur.  Hall,  on  that  qnostlon,  asked  the  yeat 
and  nays. 

Ur.  WioxurFz  aeked  Ur.  'Rsed  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  moment. 

Ur.  Rbid  having  ooDWnted, 

Mr.  WiOEum  offered  a  modification  of  the 
lesolntion. 

Mr.  Hau.  said  that,  oh  tbe  modification  ob- 
viated the  difBonltj  no  wished  to  remedy,  he 
wonld  withdraw  hie  rescdntion. 

[After  a  dcsullor;  debate  of  some  duration,  Kr. 
Wtccurra  witbdraw  Us  modification.] 

The  HoQse  a^onmed. 


f  tenimon;,  tbos  precluding  an; 


HonDAT,  April  St. 
Cat^  SatMul  Bm»(o%. 
Ur.  Houston  was  pnt  to  the  bar,  tad  tk» 
amination  of  wltneaees  reenmed. 

The  Hon.  Fbliz  Gbttiidt,  the  Hco.  Ifr.  Bn- 
RKB,  and  the  Htm.  Ur.  Ttptow,  of  fta  %am, 
Dr.  Haw,  and  Ur.  Bhaw,  wen  savn^  » 

The  examination  being  doeed,  and  OeM 
moDj  having  bem  read  to  tlie  nituMsa^ 

The  farther  bearing  of  the  case  was  pvsl^ 
to  devMi  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TmnuAT,  Apra  UL 
Catt  tff  Samuel  Sovran. 

The  oaae  of  Bamnel  Hooaton  again  eo^f 
for  bearing, 

Ur.  Donnxmaa  mav«d  to  poetpeotAnla 
prooeedinge  in  the  trial  ontilFrid^  BBt< 
twelve  o'clock.  He  add  tliat  be  andBMiJ 
all  the  testimcarbad  beea  takot,  and  tbtk 
had  oonsoHed  tbe  oonasd  of  the  noeaMd  it> 
had  no  ol^eedoiu  to  eacb  a  ooats&  HeMI 
accompany  his  motitm  wiUi  anotiitr  ts  pM 
th*  teattmonr,  wishing  the  Hoase  to  poai 
that  preparation  wbicb  nS^  eoBdoeeioi* 
vent  mnoh  oonaomptioc  of  tine  In  ttimi^ 
bat«.  AnoHier  reaaim  for  bis  moHoi  «■• 
wish  not  to  interfere  with  the  boriMSt'tii 
IMstrictofOdnmbia.  There  ware  two  wim 
in  particnlar  which  wm*  of  groat  iBtmal,al 
on  which  he  lH^>ed  the  Hoqm  wonU  eetliw 
aUy:  one  was  the  bill  in  fnrtheraaeei(tt< 
aqaednot  above  Georgetown ;  the  Mb*  M 
that  to-  Um  bridge  over  the  Potamac  B* 
HoDse  was  to  act  at  all  on  theae  Irill^  itv* 
act  soon,  that  the  early  part  of  the  s^a* 
might'be  oocnpiad  In  proaeontiiig  die  jnfi^ 
works. 

The  motion  was  afterwards  witbdtan,^ 
the  oaae  o(»itlaaed  till  to-marn>w. 


Thdbsdai,  April  SS, 

AAaee. 
Ur.  KxT,  cotmsel  for  the  aocnsed,  nM&  ■) 
addressed  the  Honee  aafollowg :  Thedatjl* 
now  to  diecbarge,  of  rabmittiog  the  dtftnwii 
Samnel  Houston  to  this  honoraMe  House,  ndj 
be  a  &r  lighter  we  to  the  House  and  to  NM 
if  I  could  oooeider  thU  the  case  of  Samuel  Bw- 
tonalone.  I  conldflnd,  in  the  facts  of  tbii  on 
admitting,  to  ita  fiiUest  extenLtbe  pova  *' 
eertod  against  him,  a  most  soMdent  idot 
But,  sir,  tliia  cause  cannot  fail  to  bare  oM- 
quences,  for  good  or  for  evil,  eztendii^tofr 
tant  days,  when  the  accused  and  all  tromd  Us 
inay  be  forgotten.  It  is  thought  to  (fi(t<,~ 
hi^  privileges  of  this  great  House;  asdil' 
certain  that  It  afibot^the  still  higher  frifft^ 
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if  a  atill  greater  HooBB—tba  people  of  this  greet 
repDblio. 

I  otn  ex^ea*  no  regret  that  1117  client  has 
Men  placed  m  hie  present  dtnation.  Althoogh 
,t  may  be  in  aoiDe  tlesMe  bnmUiatiiig  to  stand 
It  the  bar  even  of  thie  hi^  tribimal,  for  trial 
M  an  offender,  my  oUent,  I  knov,  &eta  no  anoh 
ngret.  I  nMBk  in  reference  to  hie  trial  for  the 
Kt  eomplauied  of  in  tUa  ^aoe.  That  act  he 
ronld  not  seek  to  JtuUfy  by  the  etriot  and  per- 
bot  mte  of  dntf  praaarilted  to  n^  thooKh  he 
lopee  it  will  be  Iband  as  mnob  coiucaTnea  to  it 
IS  the  infirmity  of  hnman  natnre  viU  allow- 
Bnt  he  looks  to  the  coaseaoenoee  of  calling  it 
n  qoeition  here,  and  tbereiore  deems  the  place 
M  now  fills,  like  the  station  he  has  been  used 
w  fill — a  poet  of  honor :  nor  .can  I  have  any 
bar  Uiat  it  ia,  like  the  stations  he  haa  been  used 
n  fill,  a  poet  of  danger.  He  is  prond,  as  an 
imeric«n  dtiian,  to  stand  here,  repreeenting 
ihe  great  body  of  tlie  pft^e,  whose  rights,  he 
nste,  will  be  Tindieated  in  his  person.  And  I 
im  prood,  as  u  Americaa  kwyer,  to  stand  by 
nch  ainan,inBnohaoanse,  Jjidconldl  hope 
»  impreae  upon  tfaa  minds  of  others  tlie  strong 
belings  and  eMivietions  of  my  own;  oonld  I 
■how,  as  I  see  and  feel  tham,  i£»  Importanoe  ot 
ibe  qnestiou  arUing  ftom  tbe  prewnt  prooeed- 
ng,  and  the  danger  to  onr  ftee  mstitnttonsfrom 
aaintainiii^  the  power  hera  aammed,  I  should 
Kxisider  Uus  the  prondeat  and  moat  gratifying 
lonr  of  my  life ;  aa  one  in  which  I  was  per- 
nitted  to  do  something,  in  my  day  and  genera- 
ion,  to  ^ow  my  thanmlneas  to  the  Proridenoe 
liat  haa  been  pleased  to  oast  my  lot  in  a  laud 
it  law  and  liberty.  And  tbonj^  I  may  and 
Dust  bil  to  do  thu^  yet  it  ^vea  me  o«»Uenoe 
o  know  Uiat  here,  among  the  repreeentatiTee 
tf  the  American  peo^e,  the  great  prinoiplea  of 
ihe  oonatitotion,  now  m  oontrorersy,  oannot  biL 
ipwever  fbebly  I  niay  >"n'"ttt'i  them,  to  find 
iblo  and  ready  defenders. 

In  the  course  of  snoh  atrial  asQie  present,  it 
san  searcely  be  matter  of  complaint  or  sorprue 
ihat  some  things  maj  oocor  to  interfere  witli 
;he  f^  conridereiion  of  the  cause,  and  proper 
»  be  noticed  and  laid  ont  of  the  way  la  the 
liscnsaioQ.  Bome  thiuES  mar  be  done  to  excite 
wejadioe,  by  the  mist^ee  of  its  adrocotes,  and 
iome  by  those  of  others.  Some  snoh  things 
law  oecaiTod  in  this  case,  on  some  of  which 
[  mil  briefly  remark. 

One  of  tbem  ooncems  myself.  I  have  nnder- 
■tood  that  I  have  been  tboaght  to  have  iqjnred 
ny  oaose,  by  attempting  to  challenge  for  canse 
in  honorable  member  of  this  Hoase,  who  was 
opposed  to  have  formed,  and  pnoltcly  ex- 
iressed,  an  opinion  upon  the  case,  nn&rorable 
o  the  accused. 

Let  not  this  eircnmstanoe  prejndice  my  client. 
t  was  my  own  act,  and  from  m^  own  snggee- 
ion.  I  thoQght  it  my  client's  right,  end,  cod- 
eqaently,  my  dnty.  I  hope  I  alw  may  be  ex- 
Kisod  i^  in  my  ignorance  of  this  dark  subject, 
■ariiameetary  law,  I  thought  the  rules  of  pro- 
eeding  in  the  tribunals  to  which  I  had  been 


accustomed,  intended  to  secure  to  every  man  a 
fur  and  importjat  trial,  might  be  applicable 
here.  I  must,  however,  in  fivnknees,  acknowl- 
edge that  when  I  thought  it  possible  the  House 
might  decide  that  they  had  no  power  to  allow 
tlie  accused  the  benefit  of  such  a  role,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  snoh  a  deciMon  of  tbe  qnestion 
would  be  a  moat  apt  illustration  of  the  arsu' 
meat  I  am  hereafter  to  offer,  to  show  that  Sua 
Honse  was  not  a  proper  tribunal  for  such  pro- 
oeediogs. 

There  is  another  thing  on  which  I  can  hardly 
trust  myself  to  speak — ^  which  I  might  Joslly 
complain. 

what  ought  to  be  the  course  of  the  publio 
preaa,  in  reference  to  a  case  like  the  preeent  t 
— the  press,  the  privileged  guardian  of  the 
people^s  rights,  when  the  qnestion  ia  between 
the  rights  of  the  many  and  me  privile^  of  the 
few ;  when  the  citixen's  peroonal  liberty  Is 
about  to  be  affected  by  a  new  process,  and  a 
great  question,  as  to  constitnlioiial  rights  and 
restrainta,  ia  to  be  tried,  we  might  expect  that 
the  press,  if  not  the  advocate  of  free  priutdptes, 
wonid  at  least  be  neutral.  Surely  we  ndght 
e^eot  that  nothing  would  be  done  to  infl^ia 
tJke  public  and  the  Judges  ag^nst  the  accused, 
and  to  prevent  the  oolm,  dignified,  and  impar- 
tial consideration  doe  to  sn<di  a  cause. 

Yet  the  preaa  has  pnrsned,  os  to  this  case,  a 
cause  exat^y  the  oontrary  to  that  which  it 
owed  to  the  accused,  to  itael^  and  to  tbe  {inb- 
lie;  and  this  has  been  done  by  that  press, 
wludi,  from  its  connection  with  this  Hoas& 
was,  perhopa,  the  most  capable  to  injure,  and 
oert^dy  the  most  bound  to  protect  Bo  that 
we  have  seen  that  while  the  accused  was  held 
in  silent  and  sobmissive  doraoce  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  this  House,  another  of  its  officers  was 
daily  ponriog  upon  him  sU  the  oterfiowinos  of 
his  wratlL  and  doing  every  thing  to  exdte  a 
degree  of  mdignolion  against  bim,  which  should 
muie  the  fair  hearing  of  his  canse  imposatble. 
It  is  difflonlt  to  suppose  that  these  effiula  have 
been  whoUy  without  effect 

The  accused  has  been  represented  as  a  man 
of  violence  and  blood,  oooBriona  of  anperior 
strength,  lying  in  wut  as  an  assaasin ;  in  per- 
BOnal  vigor  as  a  Hercules.  These  exs^g^erated 
deecriptTons  of  bis  character  have  be«i  wholly 
miccnflrmed  by  the  proof;  and  whatever  the 
Hjpeaninoe  of  hia  person  might  indical«,  he  is 
shown  to  be  a  weak  and  disabled  man,  not 
likely  to  be  tompt«d  to  violence  by  the  aaenr- 
ance  of  succeee. 

He  had  once,  indeed,  an  arm  fit  to  execute 
the  strong  impnlsea  of  a  brave  heart — but  that 
arm  he  had  given  to  hia  country.  On  the  field 
of  one  of  her  moat  perilons  ba&es  it  had  been 
raised  in  her  defence — and  on  that  field  it  had 
&11en,  crashed  and  mangled  to  his  »de. 

Herooles,  too,  oould  not  be  painted  without 
hia  dub— and  language  conld  hardly  be  found 
to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  terrific  weap- 
on with  which  this  assassin  was  armed.  I 
thought  it  proper  that,  instead  of  tbe  piotDN) 
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the  dab  itaetf  should  be  exhibited.  Tb«  House 
haveseenit;  andleoaldnothelpremembering, 
on  seeing  so  hoaorabte  ceiitleiDUi  meaaoriiig 
it,  and  comparing  it  with  Dis  finger,  the  vener- 
able Judge  who  b  Mid  to  have  preseat«d  his 
tbomb  to  show  the  dimensions  of  the  sUcIe 
with  which,  in  those  strange  old  timeB^the  law 
allowed  a  mut  to  chastise  bis  wife.  Whether 
pravioQS  impressions  hare  been  made  to  the 
aiasdvantue  of  the  aocnsed,  I  will  hope,  have 
betm  ilreadr  removed  b;  the  evidence,  and  shall 
prooeod  to  oonrider  what  is  the  charge  against 
nim,  what  is  the  law,  and  what  are  the  facta  b> 
condemn  him.  For  an;  distinct  chaise  ag^nst 
bim,  I  have  looked  in  vain  throngh  all  tbese 
proceedings.  The  warrant  states  no  canse,  and 
the  resolution  ordering  it  is  eqnall;  indefinite. 
In  tbe  oonrse  of  prooeeding  marked  ont  bv  the 
committee,  and  adopted  bj  the  Honse,  he  is 
called  to  answer  qneations,  bnt  nninformed  as 
to  his  offence.  Even  now,  when  I  am  called 
upon  ftir  bis  defence  I  am  pat  to  coqjectnre 
irbat  ohaqra  I  am  to  defend  bim  against.  The 
prindpal  onarge,  I  mppoee,  is  the  violation  of 
a  member's  nrivileKe  b;  an  assault  for  words 
spoken  in  deoate.  Bnt  I  have  been  obliged  to 
see,  in  the  course  of  the  iiionirj,  two  other 
charges  showing  oooosionallj  their  little  heads 
nnder  these  proceedings.  Of  these,  of  ooorse, 
I  must  saj  a  few  wor& 

Tbe  complaint  of  the  member  assanlted,  and 
some  parts  of  his  evidence,  seem  to  put  the 
breach  of  privilege  npon  the  circumstance  of 
bis  being  prevented,  by  tlie  oonsecmences  of  tbe 
assanlt,  from  attending  to  his  dnties  in  tjie 
Eonee,  It  ma;  be  nrged,  therefore,  tliat  bis 
offence  consists  in  his  having  thos  ob8tmct«d  a 
member  in  the  diaoharge  of  his  ixAj-,  T  will 
only  say  to  this,  that  sach  a  doctrine  would  be 
making  criminal,  not  tbe  act,  nor  the  intent 
with  which  It  was  committed,  bat  tlie  conse- 
qnenoea  following  it;  so  that  whether  tbe  as- 
sanlt was  pnnishable  here,  would  depend  en- 
tirely npon  its  violation.  If  it  prevented  the 
member's  attendance  upon  tbe  House,  it  wonld 
be  a  contempt  ;  otherwise,  not. 

This  doctrme  also  would  make  any  otlier  act, 
if  It  prevented  the  member's  attendants,  a  con- 
tempt ;  and  this  might  be  done  by  a  threat — 
nay,  by  an  act  of  coort«ay. 

It  wonld  also  appear  fi'om  one  of  the  qnea- 
tiona  proposed  and  one  of  the  answers  of  the 
witness,  and  tbe  correction  afterwards  made  of 
it,  that  it  may  be  supposed  the  ofl%nce  consists 
in  the  Hssamt's  being  made  on  the  member 
when  on  his  way  tomakeinquiriesof  what  had 
been  said  of  him  in  the  Rouse;  that  this  was 
offidal  business ;  audthatitisabreaohof  privl- 

Xto  assault  a  member  when  engaged  on 
ial  dnty. 
I  need  only  to  say  tha^  if  such  is  the  law  of 
oont«mpta,  and  such  a  business  is  official  and 
within  tiie  protection  of  privilege,  it  is  difScnIt 
to  conceive  what  a  member  may  do  that  would 
not  be  covered  by  privilege.  It  is  said  it  was 
necesaary  for  him  to  know  what  vaa  done  in 


tbe  EoQse,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  SniiKf 
his  dntj,  and  that  in  giHog  tomak«ts^>- 
qniry  it  was  necessary  be  should  be  pnilKbl 
So  it  is  necessary,  to  enable  bim  to  dkdap 
bis  dutj  here,  that  he  should  take  rest  nd* 
freabment :  and  thla  wonld  nuke  prrribp  i 
shield  by  day  and  ni^t,  and  amealNrcMl 
at  uo  time  or  place  get  from  nndv  it  iHf 
also  remind  tbe  Honse  tliat  the  noBba  Im- 
sel^  on  this  oooadon,  (and  he  snrdy  wo  it 
best  jndge,)  was  of  opinion  that  the  vial  ti 
was  paying  when  assanlted,  was  notiatdai 
act ;  for  when  asked  if  he  wu  th«a  eni^tda 
any  official  dntj,  hia  reply  was  in  flw  aegBii^ 
though  he  seemed  aft^rwarda  tndiaedloU 
that  it  was  snoh  an  act  as  privilege  no^k 
stretched  to  cover.  I  cannot  think  it  niuiiwj 
to  say  more  as  to  these  charges,  if  indcedM 
such  sboold  be  urged.  And  that  to  Ttsdl 
presume  the  Honse  ohiefiy  looks,  aad  iU 
alone  I  sball  consider,  is  this — an  asssoHt^ 
mitt«d  on  a  mMnber  for  words  qMikoi  ah- 
bate.  Has  tliis  Honse  power  to  try  and  pviA 
such  an  act?  Are  there  focta  proved,  tcibt 
snch  an  act  committ«dt  And  fint  m  tsAl 
law,  has  this  Honse  the  power  to  try  sad  jdA 
an  aBSBolt  committed  on  a  member,  out  rf  Ai 
Honse  and  not  during  its  aeeaoo,  for  n^ 
spoken  in  debate  t  To  what  extent  tbii  Ins 
has  the  power  of  proceeding  for  ooutxmpt^M 
be  a  question  of  difficulty ;  aU  I  need  in,  m 
all  I  mean  to  do,  is  to  show  that  they  ban  ■! 
tbe  power  to  the  extent  I  have  just  ststed. 

It  has  been  gravely  questioned  wbetherillM 
the  power  to  any  extent ;  whether  it  en  «>■ 
punish  a  contempt  committed  m  its  prtsroet. 

This  I  shall  not  discuss,  bnt  take  it  for  gi* 
ed  that,  to  that  extent,  it  may  be  necesssr;,  nl 
therefore  proper,  to  prevent  intemptiiiii  > 
its  deliberations  by  confining  sncli  offeudn 

Let  it  not  be  avd  that,  if  the  power  Iw  A 
mitted  as  to  oSenoes  committed  in  the  pntm 
and  to  tbe  interruption  of  the  Honsej  ntcii  i^ 
mission  proves  the  possession  of  the  povtr,  ■i' 
that  it  can  only  be  limited  by  the  diseretioii' 
the  House. 

There  is  Jnat  reason  and  high  antbwityb 
such  a  distinction  for  limiting  it  to  sets  d'* 
t^TTDption,  and  denying  it  beyond  thne  In- 


aneoufil} 


its. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  may  be 
fer  the  power  in  such  case^  diat  caniux  en 
in  others  where  tiiere  is  no  mtemption.  I|* 
House  may  also  exerdse  it  over  aota  oominiiM 
in  its  presence,  and  as  to  which  it  can  Jsip 
immediately  with  far  more  ease  than  ovgtf 
Oommitt«d  at  a  diatanc&  requiring  tb<  ft"* 
of  witnesses,  and  such  investi^tions  of  ^ 
pDted  bets  as  must  nrevent  its  diacbaive  rf>^ 
more  important  ana  urgent  duties  of  Isp'*' 

Further,  some  limitation  of  the  pov'^J 
most  be  allowed,  is  posNble  and  prc^Mr;  Mi 
it  is  not  confined  to  immediate  aotsof  int»T 
tion,  it  will  be  diffioult,  if  not  i 
pfMoribe  anj  other  limit. 


irwiL,  tS83.] 

Id  England,  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
Mid  it  as  an  unlimited,  nndeflnable,  and  eicla- 
In  power,  and  th«7  have  used  it  (as  nich 
■over  wili  ever  be  used)  to  oppress  the  people 
ad  disgrace  themaelves.  They  have  forced  tlie 
onrts  to  sanction  it,' threatening,  seizing,  and 
nprisonlnDtheJadgm,  till  they  agreed  to  leave 
he  law  of  FarliaineDt  to  the  Farliaiuent,  and  de- 
ennined  to  be  utterly  ignorant  npon  the  sabject. 
Ij  this  efficacionsmode  of  teaching,  the  English 
ndsM  have  become  enlightened  into  astate  of  to- 
aldarknesasBtothedoctrineofoontempta;  and 
be  fictims  of  parliamentary  perseontion.  who 
pealed  to  them,  were  sent  back  to  their  im- 
iruonment,  the  Jodgea  declining  to  look  into 
he  oS^cea  for  which  thej  were  committed, 
ledaring  that  it  was  unneoeaaarj  for  them  to 
Dqtiire  mto  the  natnre  of  the  contempt,  becanae 
t  bdonged  to  the  leriparliammitaria,  and  they 
■onld  not  understand  it.  Such  was  the  case  of 
Uttcander  Murray,  in  1  Wil.  (p.  399,)  and  mch 
he  opinion  of  all  theindges.  This  man  was  a 
tloce  priaoner  of  the  Honse  of  Commons,  for  a 
lontempt.  He  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
ind  all  mtereonrse  with  his  ^ends.  His  oealth 
ras  suffering  ttom  his  confinement,  and  a  phy- 
jdan  was  not  allowed  to  viait  him,  bnt  npon 
lie  special  order  of  the  House.  He  waa  bronght 
lefore  the  eonrt  by  An.  wr.  It  was  urged  for 
lim  that  a  British  subject  oonld  not  be  suffered 
a  perish  in  imprisoument,  without  a  trial,  or 
nquiiT  into  the  ofibooe  for  which  he  was  com- 
nitte£  It  was  determined  to  be  ont  of  the 
>ower  of  the  eonrt  to  interfere,  and  he  waa 
«nt  back  to  bia  confinement 

I  have  not  referred  to  this  case  on  account 
>f  its  peculiar  enormity.  Many  othera,  of  far 
neater  oppression,  might  have  been  adduced. 
3nt  it  is  cited  in  a  more  recent  case,  that  of  Sir 
fnach  Bnrdett,  in  Uth  East,  by  Lord  KUen- 
xjmugfa,  and  mentioned,  "  with  a  slight  quall- 
loation  of  an  eipreaslon  from  one  of  the  Jndgea, 
vitfa  approbation.''  In  this  cose  also  it  is  ao- 
oowledged  that  there  had  been  an  Engliah 
>udn,  (and  that  Jndse  waa  Lord  Holt,)  inde- 
MDdent  enough  to  declare  his  opinion  ofpar- 
iamentary  prfvileEe,  and  to  limit  its  power  to 
iffeooei  committed  in  the  presence  of  the  Hoase, 
Sa  views  of  this  doctrine  may  be  alao  seen  in 
Id  Id.  Ray.  988— Ist  ditto,  10— end  a  note  to 
Jie  latter  case  shows  the  means  used  to  teach 
lim  to  think  more  reverently  of  parliamentary 
privileges. 

There  is  a  Jodldal  dedsion  of  the  highest 
Murt  <^  onr  own  conntry.  going  thns  far,  and 
■ofintber.  The  constitution  of  Varyland  (IB 
wc)  alto  thns  limits  the  privU^es  of  their  legis- 
■tive  bodiee,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  find,  in 
uiy  State,  a  prosecution  like  the  present.  It 
lannot,  therefore,  I  think,  be  aivned  that  there 
a  any  iooonsistonor  in  admitting  the  power 
vifidn  the  Ibidte  I  bsve  atated,  and  denying  it 

aond  tbem.    I  proceed  then  to  inquire  where 
'  House  got  the  power,  whatever  it  may  be, 
ifhich  it  asserts  in  the  present  proceedings.    If 
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if  not  what  the  power  ia,  yet,  at  least,  what  it 
is  not 

'  If  I  am  told  that  it  is  an  inherent  incidental 
power,  taken«rn«eBiri(a(e,Btthemomentof  its 
creation^  alike  in  origiu  and  extent  to  that  of 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  I  answer,  first, 
that  it  is  not  claimed  to  have  been  bo  taken  by 
the  British  Parliament.  It  is  claimed  there,  on 
the  ground  of  grant,  by  prescription,  by  imme- 
morial naage.  If  we  consult  Blaokstone,  Coke, 
Holt'a  law  of  IlbeL  and  Lord  EUenboroogh  in 
the  case  of  Sir  F.  Bnrdett,  we  find  various 
orl^s  resorted  to,  hot  none  of  them  aay  the 
Parliament  took  it,  as  inherent,  ex  ntetiHtaU, 
They  conjecture  tiiat  some  old  sUtute,  now  lost, 
gave  the  [K>wer.  Lord  EUenborou^h  quotes 
several  ancient  etatntes  which  recognize,  aa  he 
contends,  the  exercise  of  the  power. 

This  Honse,  therefore,  cannot  borrow  sn 
origin  ax  n«eeMi{at«  from  the  British  Parliament 
for  they  diacl^m  sach  an  origin,  and  labor  hard 
to  find  a  better. 

1  answer,  secondly,  that  if  thia  House  conld 
thns  get  an  origin  for  the  power,  thev  conld 
not  claim  it  to  the  extent  in  which  ft  is  neld  br 
the  British  Parliament;  for  the  extent  to  which 
it  conld  be  claimed  would  be  limited  by  the  ne- 
cessity reqairing  them  to  take  It,  and  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  naving  carried  it  (as  all  most 
confess  they  have)  far  beyond  that  neoeadty,  b 
an  abuse :  and  if  we  could  plead  their  example 
for  taking  the  power,  we  sorely  should  not  for 
theabnseoflL  It  is  plain  tiiat  we  cannot  derive 
the  power,  aa  the  British  Parliament  does,  Te 
can  have  no  immemorial  naage,  no  real  or  sup- 
posed ancient  grant,  no  lost  recorda. 

This  Honse  derives  its  existence  and  all  Ita 
powers,  whatever  they  may  be  called,  from  the 
constitution.    From  the  words  of  that  iustrn- 


by  the  Supreme  Court  (4  Oranch,  S8,)  that  as 
the  courts  are  created  by  a  written  instrument, 
the  constitution,  all  their  powers  must  be  de- 
rived iroiD  that  Bonrce.  The  same  principle  ap- 
plies to  this  House. 

The  conatitntion  then  ia  the  source  to  which 
the  power  must  be  traced. 

In  express  words  it  is  nowhere  given ;  many 
powers,  and  such  as  would  be  inherent,  inci- 
dental, and  necessary,  (if  any  conld,)  are  given 
by  express  words ;  bnt  this  is  not 

If  it  la  ^t,  therefore,  from  whatever  part  of 
the  oonstitntion,  it  must  be  got  by  a  neoenary 
and  proper  implication.  I  lay  down  then  these 
four  propontions : 

1st.  Tne  power  must  appear  to  be  neceatary 
and  proper  to  this  House,  to  enable  it  to  dis- 
charge its  constitutional  ftmctions. 

Sd.  It  most  not  Iw  inconsistent  with  other 
powers  expresdy  given  to  other  deparbnenta  of 
the  Oovemment 

8d.  It  must  not  clash  with  the  ezpreat  pro- 
hibitions of  the  constitution, 

4tb.  It  must  be  ezerclaed  only  in  the  wif 
preeoribed  by  the  oonstitation.  ^ 

d:>yClOOglC 
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Ab  to  the  first — is  thia  power  aa  now  darned 
a  neceasarj  and  proper  one  for  this  House  I  I 
iball  contend  that  it  is  neither. 

Is  it  necessary  I — what  does  that  term  denote  f 
what  is  the  degree  of  necessity  required  t  I 
know  that  in  the  case  of  Kar^land  against 
UcOnllough,  in  4th  Wheaton,  it  is  decided  by 
tbe  Supretne  Ooort  that  any  degree  of  ueceeeity 
gives  CoDCTesB  the  power  to  legislate.  This 
principle,  however,  is  confined  to  legislative 
acts,  done  in  the  ordinary  and  neoesBory  sphere 
of  dnty.  The  grant  of  judicial  power,  the 
power  to  ponish,  would  require  a  more  strict 
constraction.  Akd  as  the  House,  in  assuming 
this  Judicial  power,  acts  upon  its  mere  discre- 
tion, and  is  nnder  Bo  obligation  to  assume  it, 
and  it  is  moreover  a  dangerous  power,  very 
liable  to  abuse,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  show 
for  itself  a  pluner  and  greater  necessity.  Bnch 
aeems  to  have  been  tbe  very  jost  view  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  required  necesuty 
taken  by  an  able  and  lesmed  committee  of  this 
House  in  the  case  of  Bussel  Jarvis ;  they  say  it 
is  a  daogerooB  power,  liable  to  abuse,  and  that 
the  House  should  only  esenuise  it  "in  oasea  of 
strong  necessity." 

The  inquiry  then  is,  is  there  a  strong  neces- 
sity, or  any  necessity,  for  such  int«rfer6nce  of 
this  House  in  a  case  like  the  present — where 
tbe  wroQg  over  which  it  assumes  jorisdiction 
has  been  committed  not  in  its  presence,  nor  to 
die  intermption  of  its  deliberations ! 

The  question  is  not  whether  it  is  necessary 
such  an  offence  should  be  punished,  but 
whether  it  is  neceasary  th^  this  House  abonld 
lay  a^de  iU  legislalive  duties,  to  try  and  punish 
iL 

It  is  no  reason,  therefore,  to  say  that  the 
House  must  be  protected  from  en  interruption 
that  may  be  continued  or  repeated,  because 
there  is  no  interruption.  Kor,  tnat  such 
Tjffence  should  be  punished  here  to  prevent  its 
repetition,  if  there  are  other  tribunals  whose 
duty  it  is  to  try  and  ponish  such  offences.  Now, 
that  OUT  courts  are  competent  to  try  all  such 
offences  as  the  present,  and  consider  the  causes 
and  circumstances  of  eveij  assault,  and  pun- 
ish it  accordingly,  cannot  be  doubted — and  the 
presumption  certainly  is  that  all  courts  and 
officers  will  do  their  duty ;  if  so,  the  act  will 
receive  itsproperpunishment  without  the  inter- 
ference of  this  Hoose ;  and  it  cannot,  therefore, 
be  necessary  it  should  interfere :  on  the  con- 
trary, when  we  con«der  what  other  things  this 
House  has  to  do,  tbe  nec«s»ty  seems  to  be  that 
they  should  not  do  that  which  must  prevent 
th^  doing  what  it  is  necessary  they  should  do. 

It  may  further  be  said  that  even  if  the  courts 
had  not  Bufflcientpower,  or  were  not  sufficiently 
bound  to  try  or  punish  such  offences.  Congress 
can  make  them  so,  and  therefore  are  under  no 
necessity  to  assume  the  jurisdiction  themselves. 

Neither  is  it  proper.  It  can  never  be  proper, 
that  a  party  prosecuting  for  offences  agauist 
itself  shall  be  the  judges  to  try  and  ponish. 
Tliis  House  charges  a  man  with  an  offence;  tiie 
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members  are  the  proaecatore;  thsy  nsJM 
the  evidence,  argue  the  canae  agaiost  dMp» 
oner,  and  then  dedde  whether  he  or  ttn  ■ 
right  in  the  aiKument.  Tbe  prisraier  ii  ufmj 
counsel,  hot  the  privily  of^  arguing  cilLb 
judges,  and  refuting  their  arguments,  vilgB' 
erauy  he  of  little  use  to  him.  Itwoi^btM 
enough  to  have  soch  fearful  odds  sgiiut  )at 
in  numbers  and  talents,  as  opposng  adnUa: 
bnt  after  such  an  encounter*,  to  have  (d  kulb 
the  same  persons  f<»'  JDdgm«D^  woald|nW 
almost  a  hopeless  prospect. 

The  connsel,  in  such  an  eoconntsr,  m^t 
possibly  also  meet  some  things  stilliBon&idl 
than  superior  numbers  and  talents.  Tbcn  Mf 
hereafter  be,  upon  a  bench  of  two  hunditdw 
fifty  judges,  (of  which  this  Hoose  wiS  cesM^ 
such  a  thing  as  aci^tious,  impatient  jid^  b 
may  think  some  of  the  qneationa  or  irgiinM 
of  the  connsel  (particularly-  if  they  Us  U 
upon  the  view  he  may  wish  taken  of  tLeoa) 
"trifling,"  and  he  may  be,  as  sndi  jodfOi^ 
erally  are,  armed  with  the  moat  withering  [W 
ers  of  rebuke  and  invecdve;  and  henqh 
provoked  to  make  the  couusel  foA,  for  ra^a 
offence,  aH  the  thunder  and  lightning  iri'jiiidd 
ire.  It  is  true  that  the  inferiority  of  th*  ca» 
sel,  his  humble  and  unprivileged  GODditi<n,ai 
permitted  guest  iu  Uiis  gT^at  Hall,  voddp- 
erally  prot«ot  him  from  being  tjbns  asniUi' 
disabled;  but  these  circumatanoea,  effKO^ 
as  tbey  would  appeal  to  tbe  magnaulnutyiib 
high  and  the  privileged,    might  pca^  k 


Under  these  and  iounmerable  otit«  «tMi 
^sadvantages,  it  must  appear  to  be  of  nd 
consequence  to  a  prisoner  whether  he  kai  v» 
sel  or  not,  before  a  tribunal  8o  CMi^ti^  k 
is  plainly  acknowledged,  even  in  Englui,! 
more  modem  and  better  times,  that  it  i«M 
proper  that  any  Honae  should  redi««  iB«a 
wrongs.  We  Sod,  in  Starkie  on  Sland»,  (4lg 
that  the  House  of  Oommona  has,  on  Mni 
occasions  of  oontempt,  declined  the  joria^ctiA 
and  requested  the  prosecntiou  of  Hte  tdnte 
before  tbe  courts.  The  author  commeo&tt 
course  of  the  Hoose,  and  qnotea  fnna  the  i^ 
dress  of  the  Attorney  General  to  tbe  juTt* 
one  of  the  cases,  on  acknowledgment  of  tin  » 
fitness  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  try  <dtav 
against  itself^  and  his  decided  ^proba&UKif^ 
determination  he  understood  the  Hoase  W 
made  to  send  all  such  coses  to  beproeeeaudlr 
the  courts. 

Can  it  be  "proper "then  for  this  Hmn" 
assume  a  power  which,  from  ita  obriont^ 
confessed  u^ostice,  the  House  of  CeauBOi* 
commended  for  renounungf 

There  araman/otherobJectionstothijBfBi 
OS  an  appropriate  tribunal  for  such  jvolm^W 
which  will  readily  occur  to  oor  miodi.  B* 
tbe  Hoose  sofGcient  powers,  in  cases  of  di&^ 
or  resistance,  to  briiusuch  cases  to  any  mh*- 
fnl  reeoltt  When  the  party  is  oHiTidc^t* 
tbe  House  the  power  to  inflict  an  v^fnf^ 
punishment!    It  oannot  beproperoi  bmMQ 
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^t  this  Houm  should  trj,  if  it  oannot  kdeqnate- 
[■j  pnnisb,  puHcalarlf  waeD  the  ordinary  trihn- 
ub  can  do  both. 

The  only  poniBhrnent  it  can  infliot  is  im- 
iriwMimeDt,  tod  this,  According  to  Hie  report  in 
[arria'B  oaa«, "  oogfat  never  to  be  carried  mrther 
Jian  ahall  be  abcolatdy  and  imperionalr  re- 
goired  by  the  exietang  emergenoy."  In  Dona 
ud  Anderson,  the  Bnpreme  Court  say  that  the 
jower  to  pnniBb  for  contempts  in  Oongress 
'  mnat  be  the  leaat  posable  power  adequate  to 
ihe  end  proposed,  which  ia  the  power  of  im- 
iriaonment ;  "  and  ftirther,  that  thia  "  imprison- 
nent  most  oease  witli  the  sesrion." 

It  is  plun  that,  with  a  power  thns  reslTieted, 
here  maj:  be  Tcry  atroctons  cases,  where  the 
3onM,  after  convicting,  can  impose  no  adequate 
tonialtment  Their  unpnsonment  can  nerer 
M  like  that  of  the  British  Oommons,  for  it 
nnst  not  ha  made  more  ri^d  tlrnn  "  atisolntelj 
md  imperionsiy  reqaired  "  to  protect  the  Rouse 
hxD  the  ofibnder,  it  most  be  the  exertion  of 
'the  least  poesible  power"  of  restraint;  and 
Mich  (as  I  have  seen)  is  the  sort  of  imprison- 
nent  applied  in  this  cue,  so  very  different  from 
liat  within  the  fonr  walls  of  the  court's  gaol,  that, 
ixo(^t  that  it  maj  interfere  with  a  man's  bn«- 
lees  dsewhere^  it  would  tie  no  punishment  at 
dl.  To  many  persons  it  certdidj  wonld  be 
tone  to  spend  even  the  whole  winter  in  Wssh- 
nston,  with  aparbnenta  in  one  of  its  best  hotels, 
vuh  Oie  fttrOier  benefit  of  a  very  coorteons 
ind  u^reeiAIe  gentlonan  as  Us  oompanion. 

If  I  am  told  that,  notwithstandii^  the  ooin- 
on  of  the  committee  in  Jarris's  oase^  ana  of 
be  Snpreme  Court  in  Dnim  and  Anderson,  the 
louse  may,  if  thev  shall  find  that  tills  mitigated 
■nprisooment  will  not  effectually  restr^u  such 
iHenoee,  consider  it  "  necessary,"  and  will 
^erefore  have  the  power  to  increase  its  rigor : 
o  this  I  answer  that  it  certjunly  may,  and  if  it 
akes  this  power,  very  probably,  hereafUr, 
vill ;  and  by  the  same  reasoning,  if  imprison- 
oent,  however  rigid,  will  not  restrain  offenders, 
my  of  the  other  [tuni^mients,  taken  upon  the 
«me  principle,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  such 
IS  cutting  off  hands,  or  banishment,  or  even 
leath,  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  pro- 
fiction  of  the  House,  which  will  stilt  say  that 
hey  are  applying  the  "least  possible  power" 
lecessary  for  that  purpose.  I  ao  not  think  that. 
)y  admitting  that  it  may  Dome  to  this,  it  will 
bllow  that  the  power  is  a  proper  one. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  (hat  it  is  a  power 
■either  necessary  nor  proper.  That  this  House 
nay  exercise  preventive  Justice,  which  can  only 
iitend  to  protect  itsdf  from  intermiitionB,  and 
lan  hare  no  pretensions  to  the  exercise  of  vin- 
liotive  jQstioe  over  oases  which  do  not  interrupt 
t,  if  they  leave  them  to  be  pmiished  elsewhere. 

I,  secondly,  insist  that  the  power  claimed  by 
he  Bouse  is  inconnstent  with  the  powers 
nqtreasly  given  by  the  oonstitulion  to  other  de- 


Wbat  is  the  nature  of  the  power  in  question  ! 
jt  it  legislative,  executive,  or  Jndidall    And  if 


it  be  Judicial,  does  not  the  constitotion  expresdy 
vest  the  Judicial  power  in  the  conrla  of  the 
United  States?  Article  S,  section  S.  Does  itnot 
declare  that  "  the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  Jury  f  "  (The 
declaration  and  the  exception  alike  oondiiBive 
upon  the  question.) 

There  is  no  ground  upon  which  the  ezoeption 
of  this  particnlar  offence  from  the  consideration 
of  the  courts  can  be  claimed.  The  courts  were 
intended  to  try,  and  are  competent  to  try  and 
punish  all  offences ;  and  wliat«ver  power  diis 
House  may  assert  over  the  act  compl^ned  of  in 
this  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  hut  that  the 
court  has  power,  and  adeqnate  power,  to  try 
and  punish  it.  Are  both  then  to  try  and  pun- 
ish tne  same  act  the  one  calling  it  a  breacti  of 
(he  peace,  and  tne  other  a  hreaui  of  privil«f^l 
And  if  so,  which  is  to  have  the  nrefereuoe  in 
this  conflict  of  jnrisdictions  t  Is  it  to  depend 
upon  the  speed  of  their  respective  offloera,  and 
the  ofi^der  be  made  first  to  answer  where  he 
is  first  caught  t 

Bnppose,  in  this  case,  whm  the  wamnt  was 
issued,  the  accnsed  had  been  fonnd  by  the  Sear- 
geant-at-Arms  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  I 
Oonld  he  have  taken  him  t  Oould  he  liave  been 
brought  here  for  trial  ?  And  Is  there  any  dif- 
ference  between  an  ofi^der's  being  actually 
taken  by  the  marshal,  and  his  being  liable  to 
betaken! 

And,  thirdly,  the  power  dimmed  is  within 
the  probibidona  of  the  constitution, 

What  are  these  prohibitions  t 

The  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  deolaret 
that  "  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  fbr  a 
capital  or  otherwise  jnfunons  crime,  unless  oo 
presentment  or  indictmentofagrand  Jury,  dec.;" 
nor  shall  any  person  be  sDbJeot,  for  the  same 
offence,  to  be  twice  put  In  Jeopardy,  Ac,  "nor 
be  deprived  of  life,  liber^,  or  propierty,  with- 
out due  process  of  law." 

What  words  can  be  more  general)  "No 
person  shall  be  held  to  answer,"  "  nor  be  de- 
prived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
process  of  law."  Coo  a  man  be  thns  held  to 
answer  here,  and  be  here  deprived  of  life,  iibei^ 
ty,  or  property,  without  violating  this  prohibi- 
tion )  Is  not  the  accused  here  thns  "held  to 
answer  t "  Is  not  his  liber^  afilsoted  by  this 
proceeding!  and  is  this  proceeding  the  due 
course  of  utwt  , 

If  we  wanted  authority  in  a  matter  so  plain» 
we  may  find  it  in  Lord  Ellenborongh'a  ownion 
in  the  case,  to  which  I  have  alresSy  refljrred, 
of  Sir  Francis  Bcrdett.  There  It  was  urged 
that  these  same  words,  found  iu  the  statute  of 
Edward,  that  "no  man  shall  be  deprived  oflife, 
liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law,"  prohibited  the  power  assmned  by  Par- 
liament, as  it  is  now  sssnmed  here,  of  summary 
proceedings  for  contempts. 

I  beg  this  honorable  Honse  to  see  how  hit 
lordship  answers  it,  and  to  see  how  Imposrible 
it  is  for  this  or  any  other  answer  to  end*  th* 
Ibroe  of  the  prohibition  here. 

CiOOgle 
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HoMj*  thst,  pMviooB  tothufltatate,the  lex 
jMrfionMMtarta,  ^riog  tliia  power  of  bqhuhstj 
prooeeding,  wu  m  force,  and  was  part  of  the 
Uw  of  ttie  Wd ;  tuid  that,  therefore,  tLe  terms, 
"dae  proceea  of  lav,"  applied  ai  well  to  the 
law  of  Parliament  a«  t«  all  other  law. 

Now,  with  ns:  no  snch  soawer  oao  be  urged 
when  tbu  prohioition  ia  objected,  for  when  out 
oonstitatioD  was  adopted,  there  was  no  snob 
prerioDs  law  td  the  l^id,  and  the  words,  "  dne 
process  of  Uw,"  oonld  omjr  apply,  as  Coke  oon- 
ddered  them  in  the  T^ngiiah  atatate,  (ad  JosL 
K^  to  trials  by  Indlotment  and  Jnrf. 

Look  also  at  tike  provisions  of  the  sixth  arti- 
cle:  "  In  all  criminal  proseontiona.  the  accused 
ahall  enjoy  the  ri^ht  to  a  q>eeay  and  public 
trisl,  bj  an  impartial  ynj,  ft«. ; "  "  and  to  be 
Informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  tlie  aoonaa- 
tion — to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses 
aoainst  him — to  have  compulsory  process  for 
obtaining  witnessea  in  his  lavor — waA  to  have 
tiie  aswstanoe  of  counsel  for  hb  defence." 

I  would  ask  whether  an;  proeeontion,  any- 
where, in  which  a  man  may  be  found  guilty 
of  an  infiunooB  crime,  or  in  which  his  person 
may  be  imprisoned,  is  not  "  a  criminal  prosecn- 
tion."  If  BO,  are  not  all  theee  safeguards  of  the 
MAstitution  to  ensure  him  a  fkir  trial  sacnred 
to  bim  ?  If  not  so,  if  all  or  any  of  these  safe- 
goarda  are  no  protoetion  to  a  citizen  accused 
and  tried  here,  if  he  may  be  tried  here  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  the  House,  withont  jury 
or  Bcensation,  or  witnesses  or  ooimsel,  and  the 
constitution  is  no  shield  for  him  here,  tlien  have 
the  framera  of  tlie  constitntion  of  which  we 
boast,  left  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Oovemment,  or  rather  in  one 
branch  of  it  a  power  as  boondless  and  danger- 
ooa  aa  conld  be  desired  by  a  despot — then  have 
tiiey  taken  pains  to  secure  tlie  citizen  from  op- 
nreodon,  from  every  quarter  but  one.  And  onr 
tMMit  mtist  now  be,  not  that  we  have  a  free 
Qovemment.  secoiing  the  citizen  from  every 
-violation  pf  US  li^ta,  bnt  that  we  have  a  Oov- 
wnmen^  of  which  only  onedepartment  basab- 
•olnte  power  over  onr  Uvea,  liberties,  and  propi- 
ertj ;  where  onljr  one  privileged  order  eiiata, 
vhidi  has  no  limits  to  its  power  over  the  citi- 
seu,  bnt  its  discretioik. 

It  has  been  generally  agreed  that  the  sedition 
law  was  xmconatitntional,  becanse  it  conflicted 
with  the  prohibition  to  pass  any  law  infring^g 
'  ^e  liberty  of  the  press.  Now,  if  OongresB 
were  to  pass  a  law  to  punish  contempts,  or  any 
other  offenoe,  by  depriving  the  citizen  of  hia 
liberty,  by  a  trial  here  at  elsewhere,  withont  a 
Jury,  withont  dne  prooeea  of  law,  woold  not 
Bu<^  a  law  equally  conflict  with  that  prohibi- 
tion which  guards  these  rights  from  infringe- 
ment! 

And  if  such  a  law  would  be  a  violation  of  llie 
constitution,  is  not  the  exercise  of  the  power 
withont  a  law  equally  nneonstitutioaaL 

If  snch  a  law  was  passed,  conld  there  be  a 
doubt  of  the  Donrts  of  the  United  States  de- 
eding it  to  be  anoonstitaUcaial  and  void  I    And 


yet  the  assumption  now  is,  that  thta  Howes 
do  without  a  law  that  wbiob  the  TbdeC» 
gress,  with  the  sanction  of  the  EiccotiT^  odd 
not  aocomplisb. 

Uy  fourth  and  last  propositioD  i^  ikitifl 
am  wrong  in  all  tbi^  if  it  ia  a  |»npef  miit 
eeesary  power,  not  inoonmstent  with  ibe  (••' 
ere  expressly  granted  nor  contrary  to  the  )n- 
hibitiMiB  of  the  oonstitation,  stillitiitobea^ 
erciaed  only  in  the  way  preeoribed,  tht  'a^^ 
a  law.  The  erant  intheaweepingdu»cfdi 
constitution  mtended  to  ecmfer  pown  s> 
enumerated,  is  to  the  Congreas,  not  Is  ill 
Houses  separately.  And  it  is  a  p<nrff,K)) 
do,  withont  a  law,  what  they  may  deaaMM' 


A  law  then  moat  be  passed,  if  it  be  diMJ 
necessary  and  proper,  to  eiercise  this  jnndc- 
tion,  pointing  out  the  offenee,  the  mods  of  p- 
ceeding,  and  the  punishment.  And  tlw,  v,i 
reasonable  as  well  as  cnnstitntional  Thke 
It  a  man  may  lose  his  liberty  for  an  ofw 
which  he  had  no  means  of  knowing  tse 
offence,  and  be  exposed  to  a  pmu^bwl  i 
which  he  conld  never  have  hurd  tiUiin 

Eronounced.  If  this  be  not  tyranny,  vhtfel 
Fthis  be  our  condition,  are  we  frecnenl  j 
I  know  that  in  England  there  have  bea*  j 
sert«ra  of  such  a  power,  and  Jndgei  and  jui* 
have  justified  it ;  bnt  it  cannot  be  ei^Mdl 
hold  its  ground  there  agunst  the  q)irit9fn- 
form  now  awakened.  I  have  referred  to  (M 
in  whid)  it  is  maiut^ned.  We  see  it  ddtaU 
in  Blackstone,  (BL  Oom.  1st  voL  1S4,)  'I"  <■ 
aiders  it  n 
should  b 
becanse  t 

to  avoid  the  ofTencee  defined,  i 
others.  And  this  is  the  same  writer  irbci  s» 
demns  the  tyranny  of  Oalignla  for  biriqi* 
laws  hung  np  bo  hi^  that  they  oonid  «i^ 
read,  and  then  pnnishing  those  who  tr« 
greiBBed  them.  If  it  was  tyranny  in  1ub> 
hang  np  his  laws  thus  bi^,  what  wis  itiiAt 
ParQameut  he  was  defendiiig  not  to  htifAs 
np  at  Bllf  Nay,  to  bury  them  under  lliei* 
of  their  musty  rolls,  whence  theyeonUiMTah 
dng  up,  or  to  hide  them  still  more  tteai^'* 
the  breast  of  Parliament,  until  tbiy  ** 
brought  out,  as  occasion  required,  Ck'  dm) 

Sir,  the  modou  annotators  aa  tidi  «^ 
onderstand  better  the  rights  of  the  snt^  ^ 
the  page  which  I  have  quoted,  nu(y  be  iw* 
opimons  of  Christian  Anshbcm  and  OInttj  ^ 

this  defence  of  the  nade&ied  and  mddHv 
kiws  of  privilege— (1st  Chita's  Blask,  pi  IW 
They  condemn  it  as  n^nat  and  opprasri^  * 
trary  to  the  rights  <»  EnglidnDOi.  Tb?' 
olare  that  to  pnidrii  thus  for  offeooBsaU^* 
previous  Iswnad  defined  and  d^uMmceii>* 

arbitrary  exercise  of  power;  is  pouii*''' 
npon  the  nnivenally  nprobated  prawi^'' 


scKsmne,  yai.  yjOBi.  m  vol  iM,j  win  v 
)  it  necessary  and  proper  thatsodKAsta 
d  bepuniBhedwitnontalawdefiniKte 
ise  tne  definition  wonid  enaUs  offista 
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ibamty,  April  80. 
£i>ni  qf  1A«  UmUd  StattL 

Vr.  OurroK  asked  leave  to  make  a  report 
ii  relUaon  to  the  Bank  <tf  the  XJaittd  Statea ; 
uxl  leave  havins  been  granted, 

Ur.  0.,  {torn  the  Oommittee  of  Yuitation  and 
[n^airy  into  the  Affsin  of  the  Buik  of  the 
Uaitcd  Ststea,  made  a  report,  and  moved  that, 
vithont  being  read,  it  be  oommitted  to  a  Oom- 
nittee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  Mate  of  the 
^nion,  and  be  printed. 

[On  thk  motloD  to  print  the  report  of  the  Beleet 
InTCUigaUng  Gomndtleo,  an  udmstad  debate 
^iraiig  ap,  gcAng  into  the  merits  of  the  quettlon : 
n  which  Mettrt.  HcDuSe,  Clayton,  Adunt,  Hab- 
lard,  Lamkr,  Cambreleng,  Wayne,  WlcUiOb,  Whit- 
leaej,  Tbomu  of  Hujland,  B.  M.  Johmon,  and 
{Tmunoagh  tofric  pari] 

The  qnestion  ire«  tlien  pat  on  oommitting  and 
jtrintiiur  the  report;  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Olat,  oCAlabama,  asked  leave  to  move 
!br  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  of  the  report 

The  reqneet  D^ng  otnected  to,  he  moved  to 
niBi>end  the  mle  to  (Jiov  him  to  make  the 
notion,  bnt  the  Honse  r^ected  the  motion, 
whioh  reqniree  a  TOt«  of  two-thirda,)  ;eaa  8S, 
iajaM. 

TDm>A.T,  l[s7  1. 
StMbttionarf  Ptntunu. 

The  Hoose  reeomed  the  coni!derati<»i  of  the 
■evolnlionary  pennon  hill.  The  qneation  being 
Mt  the  affienament  of  Ifr.  Wickliftb,  which 
pmpoaed  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  all 
prho  were  engaged  in  the  Indiui  wan  of  the 
West,  down  to  the  year  1790, 

Mr,  Blub,  of  B.  0.,  moved  to  ineert.a  clause 
a  inelode  those  militia  who  foogfat  in  the 
Matles  of  Kong's  Uonntain  and  Gniffi»^  Oowt- 
loaeet  in  Ni»th  Carolina,  wittibat  proof  of 
brther  service,  and  he  demanded  the  feas  and 
uij»  on  his  modon,  which,  1>«ng  t«keii,  stood 
—yeas  46,  nays  IIS;  so  the  amendment  was 
'^ect«d. 

Mr.  Letohbb  also  renewed  the  amendment 
rhfoh  he  offered  in  committee  to  inclada  those 
rho  fonsht  in  the  Indian  wars  from  1770  to 
.783  ;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Vholei,  to  inclnde  thoee  militia  in  the  pro  rata 
llowance  who  served  three  months,  was  oon- 
nrred  in  by  yeas  and  nays— 96  t«  78. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Maesachosetts,  moved  the 
««vions  qnestion,  which  was  carried — yeas  SI, 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  pnt,  and  the  hill 
>rder«d  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
-7«as  126,  nays  00, 


WxDFKSDAT,  Uay  9. 
Smolntdonarfi  Amjmi  £iB. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  revolntkmary  peodon 
bill  was  read  a  third  time, 

ib.  WiLDi  being  ahoat  to  vote  in  a  manner 
different  flvm  what  he  had  always  fonnerty 
done,  be  b^ged  to  explain  the  gromids  on 
which  he  sboold  do  so.  He  was  deoidedly  in 
favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  nor  did  he 
maoh  object  to  its  extent:  bnt  he  considered 
the  time  of  Its  introdnotion  alb^ether  objec- 
tionable. He  refen^  to  the  excited  stat«  of 
the  pablie  mind,  and  the  large  amount  of  money 
the  olll  would  draw  from  the  Treasury ;  and 
said  Oiat  while  the  dark  and  portentoai  clond 
of  the  tariff  ^soastion  yet  hnng  over  the 
oonntiT,  he  ibonU  be  destitate  of  all  dalins  to 
patrlotie  feeling  if  he  should  eonamt  to  pasa 
this  bill  antil  the  other  most  perplexing  nWeet 
should  first  have  been  disposed  of.  Not  believ 
ing  that  there  would,  after  that,  remain  lime  to 
resume  the  present  bill  with  any  other  h<^  of 
its  paasage,  he  oonoloded  by  moving  that  the 
friruier  consideration  of  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

On  that  qnedion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  stood— yeaa  46,  naya 
128. 

The  yeas  snd  nays  were  tiien  ordered  on  the 
panage  of  the  bill,  and,  being  taken,  stood  as 

Tiis. — Ueasis.  Adams,  AQiioEi,  Anderson,  An- 

SAppleton,  Arnold,  Ajdiley,  Banlu,  S,  Bar- 
,  Mrringer,  Bantow,  luu:  C.  Bites,  Jkmes 
Bates,  Beirdiley,  Bethone,  Boon,  Bonck,  Briggs, 
John  Kodbetd,  John  C.  Brodhead,  Bucber,  Bnllard, 


Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Dayau,  Denny,  De- 
wart,  Dickson,  Doddridge,  Donbleday,  Dancao, 
Ellsworth,  Oflorn  Evans,  Jcahna  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Brerett,  Fibverald,  Ford,  Oaltber, 
Qiluore,  QrenneU,  Baaunona,  Harper,  &wes, 
Qeiater,  Bodges,  Began,  Holland,  Bom,  Hubbard, 
Hagbes,  Htintington,  Ihrie,  lugeraoU,  Jarvk, 
Jewett,  Bichard  X.  Johnson,  Eavansgh,  Kendall, 
Eennon,  Adam  King,  John  Kliw,  Kerr,  Leavitt, 
Lecomfrte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Hann,  Hatshall,  Haxwell, 
HoCarty,  Bobert  HcOy,  Hclndre,  McKenoan, 
Hereer,  HlDigan,  George  E.  HItebeU,  MuUenberg, 
Ifewton,  Pearce,  Person,  Pitcher,  Potts,  BaudoliA, 
John  Beed,  E.  C.  Beed,  Semmes,  Blade,  &nith, 
Bonle,  Southard,  Spenoe,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Sether- 


'faittieaey,  Edward  D.  White,  WicUiffit,  Wil- 
Uama,  Toang~Ii6. 

Nats. — Measra.  Alexander,  Bobert  Allen,  Arch- 
er, BamweD,  Bell,  Ji^ie*  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Booldin,  Cblnii,  CUIbome,  Clay,  Clayton,  C-oke, 
Conoer,  Craig,  Davenport,  Warren  B.  Davis,  Dray- 
Um,  Felder,  Foster,  Cordon,  Griffln,  T.  H.  Ball,  W. 
Ball,  Hawkins,  Irvin,  Charles  C.  Johnston,  I«niar, 
Lewis,  Hardis,  Hasou,  XoDoffle,  McKay,  Kewnaa, 
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Kockolls,  Pktton,  nanuiiBT,  Polk,  Bouie,  Buswtl, 
^ight  SUnberrj,  SUudiier,  Fnncis  Thomu, 
Witay  ThomFMni,  Vmce,  Wayns,  WorthingtoD— 


llOKDAI,  HftJ  7. 
Tb«  followiDg  remlution,  offered  » 


ago  by  Mr.  Etskitt, 

Betdved,  That  the  Fottmuter  0«neral  be  direct- 
ed to  tntnsmit  to  this  Honie  >  copy  of  the  contrscta 
lately  made  by  hin  with  Trae  and  Greene,  and  Hill 
and  BaHm,  for  printing  Poet  Office  blanks;  and 
•leo  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  wiUi  Smeoa  Ide, 
tat  the  Mme  porp°M,  in  ISST;  and  also  to  itate 
vhether  prapoaals  were  pnbllHhed  for  said  contracta, 
and  the  auonnt  [laid  under  said  contiaote. 

llr.  Bi^m,  of  South  Oaroliua,  moved  to  k; 
the  resolotioD  on  the  table. 

Ur.  EvBHTTT,  of  Tenuont,  row  to  state  the 
groonda  oa  which  he  had  offered  the  resolu- 
tion. In  1827,  the  contr&ct  for  printtng  Post 
Office  blanks  was  ffiven  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
On  proposals  pabliahed  by  the  department,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  seasvon,  his  attention  was 
called  to  the  subject  by  a  letter  from  one  of 
bis  constAtneotA,  reqnestiug  him  to  ascertain 
when  the  propoeala  for  the  oontroct  for  the 
ensuing  foar  years  would  be  published ;  and 
that,  on  application  to  the  department,  he  was 
informed  that  contracts  had  Jready  been  made 
with  Hill  and  Barton,  and  Tme  and  Greene. 
Of  the  nature  of  that  contract,  whether  benefi- 
dal  or  not,  he  was  not  informed.  He  was 
adrised  that  proposals  had  been  made  to  the 
department  at  lower  rates  than  the  former  con- 
traots.  That  when  the  department  thought 
proper  to  ohange  the  mode  of  making  a  oon- 
tract  of  this  magnitode,  it  was  proper  the  Honse 
shonld  know  it ;  and  if  any  evil  had  resalted 
from  It,  it  might  be  provided  against  by  legis- 
latiotL 

Ur  Spkkibt  snKested  that  the  gentleman 
might  aoooroplish  Wi  object  by  simply  requir- 
ing the  Postmaster  General  to  state  whether 
the  practice  of  the  department  at  present  was 
different  from  what  it  had  been  formerly.  The 
call  in  its  present  shape  most  produce  a  very 
voltmunons  report,  which,  in  hu  opinion,  was 
wholly  nnneoessary.  , 

Ur.  E.  U,  JoEHSOH  eaid  that  it  was  proper 
for  him  to  state  that  the  practice  of  the  depart- 
ment had  been  perfectly  nniform  on  the  subject 
of  these  contracts.  There  was  no  law  requiring 
them  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  The 
Dsnal  mode  had  been  for  the  department  to  fi: 
the  price  of  the  supplies  it  needed;  and  to 
avoid  the  delay  and  trouble  of  carrying  them 
from  one  part  of  the  comitry  to  another,  the 
eontraott  were  poroelled  oot  in  different  parts 
of  the  Union.    Mr.  J,  s^d  he  had  no  ol^eotlon 


the  inquiry  pi  _ 
the  unnecessary  labor 
the  department.  It  was  extremelf  inasTe- 
ient  to  have  the  clerks  taken  frona  the  rarric 
course  of  their  occupations  to  anaver  cuttf 
this  kind,  which,  after  great  time  and  trntit 
had  bean  spent  upon  tbon,  for  the  mo»I  f^. 
issued  in  nothing. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  trtmi  Ncrth  Cuo 
lina,  Qii.  Spxiobt,)  and  froca  Kontnc^,  (Xi. 
JoHsaoN,)  Ur.  Etkbhtt  stated  that  the  rej^rf 
the  department  could  not  require  moct  i^ 
all  the  papers  called  far  being  merely  copae  i 
the  oODtractB,  the  offers  of  tDdividaala,  ud  i 
ment  of  the  quantity  of  papers,  Ac,  snl 
That  though  it  was  tme  there  was  now 
directing  the  department  to  adrertise  lir  At 
contract,  yet  the  gentleman  was  mintatc  la 
supposing  it  had  been  the  practice  of  that  depA 
ment  to  make  private  contracta  for  tltdr  ^fi^ 
ing.  That,  in  18ST,  the  department  did  ad>» 
tise :  how  the  practice  had  been  1>ef<»«  M 
time,  he  was  not  informed. 

Ur.  WBrrruceBT  was  in  favor  of  the  rt^dt 
tion,  but  he  wished  a  mach  more  extended  i» 

3niry  gone  into  in  reference  to  the  affiuis  of  lU 
epartment  of  the  Govenunest.  GoUlena 
who  support  the  Administration  had  mads  Ai 
most  fruik  and  liberal  profea^ons  (and  vm 
could  be  more  r^oiced  at  witnessing  thontbi 
himseli)  that  they  were  ready  and  willin^ton 
into  such  an  inquiry,  if  any  gentleman  tobI 
rise  in  his  place  and  say  that  he  had  rcaMi  B 
beUeve  that  there  was  miananagement  in  vq 
part  of  the  affairs  of  the  Government.  lEr.  •. 
said  he  was  one  who  did  believe,  and  had  hif 
been  under  the  belief,  that  very  grcKB  ii» 
management  did  exist  in  the  Post  QfBoe  Dqat- 
ment  \  and  he  was  desirous  of  avuling  hiiM 
of  the  frank  dStm  that  had  been  made  to  inn- 
duoe  the  resolution  he  had  offered,  propodiw  t 
more  extended  inquiry  than  that  containedh 
the  resointion  Just  offered  bj  the  geatknB 
from  Vermont ;  and  he  hopetl  that  ue  boaiv- 
able  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Saasaca^ 
at  the  bead  of  the  Post  Office  Oommittee,  -rA 
whoso  liberality  of  oonduct  and  feeling  e>fl7 
one  was  aoquunted,  would  extend  the  tat 
indulgence  to  an  inquiry  of  this  kind,  wbidibi 
had  done  in  so  prompt  and  ample  a  manna'  ■ 
a  late  occasion.  [When  on  the  Bank  Cm- 
mittee.] 

As  to  the  labor  tb^  might  be  necesa&iyk 
answer  the  call,  he  ooneddered  tbat  a  maltvrf 
very  small  comparative  importance.  If  ^ 
affurs  of  the  department  were  going  wrcof;  di 
House  ought  to  know  it ;  but  if  they  wen  ' 
conducted  with  faimesa  and  propria,  tt> 
inquiry  would  afford  an  opportunity  totm^^ 
that  fact  known  to  the  House  and  to  the  nUiiia 
He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  wbok  of  *• 
motion  DOW  before  the  House,  and  insert  * 
proposition  for  the  appointment  of  a  ootnaiil&* 
to  examine  the  present  condition  of  tbs  ^ 
Office  Department,  &0.  iK^  wUh  powa  lo  tm 
for  persons  and  papa* 
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Ur.  Orawvobd  uid  that  the  unetidment 
tmok  him  aa  of  a  roost  extraordinary  charao- 
Kt.  A  propodlion  had  been  offered  b;  the 
[entJeman  from  Vennout  U>  inanire  into  a 
ingle  contraot — an  inqniry  into  which  he  pre- 
nuned  no  one  wonld  moke  anv  opposition ; 
md  now  to  Buch  a  resolntion  uie  gentleman 
riahed  to  append  an  amendment,  gyioa  to  pro- 
Kwe  an  inqairj  into  tbe  whde  aamiQigtration 
if  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  thiB  without 
he  aU^tioQ  of  a  single  bot.  Only  on  the 
«lief  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  House 
ras  oalted  to  east  a  shade  over  the  repntation 
if  one  of  the  best  officers  that  ever  ezleted  in 
vsf  Government.  The  gentJemau  would  prob- 
lUj  say  that  socH  was  not  his  intention  in 
iffeiing  the  amendment,  bnt  Mr.  0.  knew  too 
rell  tnat  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  coald  be 
rielded  with  some  effect  at  the  approaching 
Jection ;  and  if  it  should  be  gone  into,  he  wonld 
rentore  to  predict  that  it  would  be  so  used, 
ffhy  were  committees  of  inTestigaUon  ever 
[ppcnntedl  It  was  only  when  some  disease 
rai  believed  to  Inrk  beneath  the  surface  which 
«qnired  to  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  But 
foold  tliat  Honse  institute  a  Committee  of 
nvestigation  witliout  any  charge  being  first 
Dade )  On  what  should  such  an  investigation 
>e  based  t  It  should  always  be  preceded  by 
he  allegation  of  some  Bpeoific  UxA  of  malver- 
otion.  If  Hr.  0.  shonld  see  that,  he  pledged 
limself  to  vote  for  the  inquiry ;  bat  he  could 
lot  consent  that  the  money  of  the  people 
ihonld  he  consumed  on  such  an  investdgatioQ, 
vitbont  some  distinct  ground  to  believe  that 
lomething  was  wrong.  Besides,  at  this  lato 
itageof  t£e  session,  could  the  gentleman  Iwlieve 
bat  sach  an  inTestigution,  if  gone  into,  could 
MMsibly  be  completed  i  Did  be  remember  that 
liey  were  within  four  weeks  of  the  usual  ter- 
nination  of  the  session  t  The  gentleman  said 
ibat  the  grounds  of  his  amendment  had  long 
>een  in  his  mind  \  if  so,  why  did  he  not  sooner 
nins  them  forward  t  Believing  that  no  good 
»nld  grow  out  of  the  proposed  inquiry,  and 
2iat  the  offlcera  of  the  Govermnent  nad  some 


Mr.  K.  U,  JoHBSoir  had  not  expected  such  a 
nbstitnte  to  be  offered  by  any  member  of  the 
louse,  certainly  not  by  a  gentleman  who,  like 
iJnueu^  was  entitled  to  be  called  a  working 
member ;  a  gentleman,  toa  who  bad  told  him  in 
wnveraatiou,  and  had  told  the  House  in  debate, 
liat  it  was  not  worth  while  to  call  Dp  any 
sore  of  those  useflil  bills  for  private  relief  of 
Fhlcb  not  leas  than  three  hundred  remained 
<til]  unacted  upon.  Though  the  honorable 
fentleman  baa  labored  in  tbe  preparation 
tt  those  bills,  still  it  was  now  so  late  in  the 
lessloa  that  the  gentleman  had  abandoned 
jiem  in  despair.    Kow,  however,  the  gentle- 


ilready.    There  were  not  enoogh  of  exciting 
raljaots  befors  it.    Tlte  Bank  of  tli«  United 


States — the  trial  which  was  shortly  to  be  re- 
sumed— the  tariff— the  apportionment  bill — the 
bill  for  interval  improvements — all  these  were 
not  suflScieut.  The  gentleman  wanted  a  com- 
mittee got  up,  who  should  inquire  into  matters  . 
and  things  in  general,  althongb  a  similar  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  another  branch  of  the 
Legislatnre,  had  given  up  the  case  in  desptur, 
after  getting  pretty  near  a  cart-load  of  aocn- 
ments,  Ur.  J.  sua  he  fblt,  and  always  showed 
much  respect  for  the  very  worthy  gentleman 
as  the  chairman  of  one  of  the  working  commit- 
tees of  the  House,  and  fbr  the  committee  over 
which  he  presided,  that  he  really  thought  the 
honorable  meml>er  might  show  some  llttie  re- 
spect, in  return,  to  him,  and  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee.  The  gentieman  seemed  to  wish  to 
a  him ;  but  how  would  he  look  when  he 
raxeed,  and  set  to  act  as  a  lieutenant  only 
in  a  committee  that  was  Inqniring  into  the 
affurs  of  the  Post  Office,  with  his  nonorable 
friend  at  the  head  of  it  as  the  chairman  I  He 
would,  however,  make  a  proposal  to  the  gentie- 
man.   If  the  worthy  member  wonld  postpone 


tenant,  and  then  they  wonld  see  which  would 
outdo  the  other  as  a  working  man  in  prose- 
cuting the  inquiry  to  its  oonanmmation. 

Ocat  o/Samtiel  3<nutim—Mr.  Bbuttoti'tDtfaiM. 

The  hour  of  twelve,  appointed  for  a  fiirther 
hearing  of  the  case  of  funnel  Honston  for  an 
alleged  breach  of  privilcKe,  having  arrived,  the 
accused  was  brought  to  the  bar ;  when  he  rose, 
and  addreesedthe  House  in  bis  own  defence  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  Arr^gned  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  on  a  charge  of  -violating  the  laws  of 
my  country,  I  feel  ul  that  embarrassment  which 
my  peculiar  sitaatjon  is  calculated  to  inspire. 
Though  t  have  been  defended  hj  able  ana  en- 
lightened counsel,  possessing  intellect  of  the 
very  highest  order,  emhellisbed,  too,  by  all  that 
science  and  literature  con  bestow,  yet  it  seema 

E roper  that,  under  such  circumstances,  I  shonld 
B  heard  in  my  own  vindication. 
The  charge  which  has  been  preferred  agunst 
me  is  one  of  no  ordinary  character.  If  I  shall 
be  convicted  of  having  acted  from  the  motive 
allt^ed  by  my  accuser,  lasting  infamy  must  he 
the  necessary  oonsei^nenoe. 

To  my  apprehension,  the  darkeet  dungeons 
of  this  Government,  with  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  c^  treason,  present  a  trifline  considera- 
tion when  compared  with  that  load  of  infamy 
which,  under  snch  circumstances,  must  attach 
itself  forever  to  my  name. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  charget  I  am 
aocOBod  of  lying  in  wait,  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  a  fellow-man  of  the  efficient  use  of 
his  person,  if  not  of  eiistence  itself.  Sir,  can 
there  be  a  greater  crime  t  Who,  bnt  a  wretch 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  man,  oould  ever  be 
guilty  of  it  f  I  disclaim,  uttorly,  «xwj  motive 
unworthy  of  an  honorable  man.     ft,  wiuai 
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the  laws  of  m;  conntr;,  or  trespassed  on  the 
prerogatWw  of  this  honorable  body,  I  am  will- 
inR  to  be  held  to  my  responsibility  for  so 
doing.  No  man  has  more  respect  for  this 
body,  and  its  rights  and  priTiteges.  Never  eon 
I  forget  the  associations  connected  with  this 
Hall.  Never  con  1  lose  tlie  remembrance  of 
that  pride  of  heart  which  swelled  mj  bosom 
vhen  finding  mjself,  for  the  first  time,  enjoy- 
ing those  privileges,  aod  eiercieing  tboae  rights, 
as  one  of  the  repreaentatives  of  tlie  American 
people.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  political 
ooUi^on  in  wliich  I  was  occasionally  involved, 
whatever  diversity  of  feelings  may  have  for  a 
moment  separated  me  from  some  of  my  a>«o- 
cuatea,  tJiey  have  never  been  able  to  take  away 
that  respect,  for  the  collective  body  which  I 
have  ever  proudly  cherished.  The  personal 
associations  I  have  enjoyed  with  many  of  those 
I  now  see  aronnd  me.  I  shall  ever  remember 
with  the  kindeat  feelings.  None  of  these 
things,  however,  are  to  operate  as  the  amalleat 
eztennation  of  my  offence  that  shall  be  proved 
against  me.  All  I  demand  is,  that  my  actions 
may  be  pnrsaed  to  the  motives  which  gave 
them  birth.  Though  it  may  have  been  alleged 
that  I  am  "  a  man  of  broken  fortune  and  blasted 
tepatationj"  I  never  can  forget  that  repntation, 
however  lunited,  is  the  high  boon  of  heaven. 
Ferhiqw  the  dronmstances  of  adversity,  by 
which  I  have  been  crDHbed,  have  made  me  olmg 
to  tlie  littJe  remains  of  it  wMch  I  still  possess, 
and  to  cherish  them  with  the  greater  fondness. 
Thongh  the  ploughshare  of  rain  has  been 
driving  over  me,  and  l^d  waste  my  brightest 
hopes,  yet  I  am  proud  to  think  that,  nnder  bU 
drcnmBtances,  I  nave  endeavored  to  soatain  the 
laws  of  my  country,  and  to  sapport  her  isstitn- 
tions.  Whatever  m^  be  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  these  matters,  1  am  here 
.  to  be  tried  for  a  aohstantive  offence,  discon- 
nected entirely  with  my  former  life  or  circum- 
■tancea  I  have  only  to  say  to  those  who 
rebnke  me,  at  the  time  when  tiiey  see  adversity 
sorely  presmng  upon  me,  for  myself 


I  [Wanted ;  they  have  t« 

In  snpport  of  tlie  charge  on  which  I 
here  arraigned,  I  ask,  what  facta  have  bmu 
eddnoed  to  prove  either  my  motive  .or  my 
coarse  of  action  f    I  am  well  aware  that  this 
honorable  body,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  this 

EroaecQtlon,  acted  under  the  allegation  that  I 
ad  been  gailty  of  a  very  great  outrage — that  I 
had  been  lying  in  -wtit,  and  had  bwn  gnilty 
of  an  attack  ttpon  an  nnarmed  and  helpleas 

Sir,  had  I  contemplated  any  snch  attack,  I 
should  have  been  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
Bad  I  thonght  it  possible  that,  in  walking  on 
that  avenne,  I  was  to  meet  an  individnal  who 
bad  aught  against  me,  uid  wat  disposed  to 


dress  the  wrong  by  a  personal 

I  have  been  found  in  the 

which  I  was?     Was  I  vmed!     Was  1  liiBf 

vraitf    What  s^B  tlie  testimony!  UyuM- 


pectedly  on  my  part,  and  under  ci 
of  provocation,  snch  as  I  am  well  p 
member  of  this  body  wonld  ever  brook.  IMi 
attack  him  without  previona  challenge  I  Si 
Did  I  not  apprise  him  that  I  was  the  indiiiM. 
he  bad  iiynred!  He  had  ample  time  to  tin 
his  hand  npon  bis  arms,  which  be  did!  In 
nnarmed.  8ir,  has  this  the  aemblanw  i 
assassination !  However  culpable  my  ccnM 
may,  by  some,  be  considered,  the  crime  d  \{^ 
in  welt  bad  ita  existence  only  in  the  iioip» 
tion  of  my  accuser.  The  honorable  Ewtr 
"'  Bonri  nti.  Bcckkxb)  hai  t«ctiMli 
i  that  I  was  not  appriaed  befcrdoi 
of  any  such  meeting — that  it  was  purejj  u- 
dental,  and  wholly  unexpected — that  the  sctia 
took  place  nnder  a  heated  state  of  feeling,  al 
was  prompted  by  his  arraigning  me,  bcfon  <!■ 
honorable  body,  and  his  sabaeqnent  catn^ 
npon  my  feelings  and  character  I 

It  has  been  ssid  by  my  aocnser  that  the  Md 
made  npon  him  was  for  words  ottered  is  til 
place.  It  is  tme  that  he  b&d  laid  hebn  tb  I 
seachargeof  corruption,  inwhichnjia)  ' 
implicated ;  bat  it  was  not  for  the  icra^te 
nttered  here  that  I  aasailed  him.  It  niii  i 
pnblishing  in  the  Intelligencer  libdkms  mSU^ 
to  my  injury;  snch  asno  member  of  thte  bo*' 
able  court,  who  is  conscious  of  the  ri^B  of  a  ' 
American  citizen,  would  ever  tamely  nltiNia 
It  was  for  a  false  and  libellous  matter,  puUM 
"in  anticipation  of  its  regular  place"  iab  I 
debates  of  this  House.  Afl«r  havmg  \m 
"blasted"  by  the  stroke  of  adversiiy,  ■* 
hunted  ttam  society  as  an  ontlaw,  to  bs  iM 
libelled  for  corruption  and  charged  with  fini 
m>on  the  Government  is  too  mnch  to  eodml 
doold  the  human  mind  brook  itt  Cenldln^ 
mit  to  this,  I  should  indeed  think  that  I  vtii 
man  not  only  of  "  broken  fortune,"  bat  of 
"blasted  repntation."  It  is  well  known  thtf> 
private  citizen  has  no  opportnnity  of  nfiljH 
an  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  hun  on  tb 
floor.  It  was  for  the  pnblication  of  rack  a 
attack— for  the  publication  of  a  charge  vlnii 
has  here  been  di«iroven,  inasmoch  is  no  UA 
mony  has  been  adduced  to  support  it.  It  *» 
for  this  that  I  aasailed  the  member;  sod  Iihk 
assert  that  this  charge  b  groondlev.  lb 
proof  has  failed.  The  proof  was  on  hi*  J 
was  not  called  on  to  ^rove  a  negative,  thon^ 
was  prepared  to  do  it.  Afi«r  an  attickHt 
this  had  been  made  on  my  good  name,  viii" 
that  respect  for  the  prinlegea  of  ihU  Bms* 
which  I  have  ever  felt,  and  which  ariats6<a 
the  conviction  that  they  have  been  intraM^ 
it  for  the  public  aood ;  althonrii  I  owoM 
the  pnblication  false  and  libeUons.  I  ■»■' 
dnced,  by  my  beat  respect  for  this  body,  o*" 
look  npon  him  as  a  pnvate  fndiTidsal  vk  W 


>y  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBESa 


lAT,  18SI.] 


OamiifBamad 


HmuleiCi  Dtflntt. 


[H.  or  S. 


rnmged  me,  but  as  b  member  of  this  House. 
:  therefore  addressed  to  him  a  note.  It  was 
aj  nrivileae  to  do  bo.  However  hombte  I 
tutj  M,  ana  however  blasted  in  the  eelimation 
if  some  gentleroeiL  it  vrea  etill  my  privilege,  in 
xnmnoQ  with  the  hamblest  citisen  that  treads 
American  soil,  to  address  an  inqairr  to  the 
Kmorable  member.  I  asked  of  him,  re^)ect- 
iillj,  and  in  language  U>  which  none  can  ob- 
eet,  whether  that  publication  was  hie,  and 
mder  what  rirctimatanoea  it  had  been  made. 
&,  lie  did  not  deign  to  replj ;  bnt,  prooeeding 
m  his  own  aasmapttoQ  uat  I  was  a  man  of 
'  blasted  reputation,"  he  woold  not  condescend, 
Mr  ftven  stoop  from  the  loftj  height  of  his 
ifflcial  dignitv,  to  notice  me,  a  mere  private 
ndividnaL  The  terms  in  which  he  coQCDed  hie 
■eftual  were  of  the  most  inBoltiuK  character, 
ae  declared  that  I  had  no  right,  after  all  that 
)e  had  said,  to  m^e  even  a  reqaeet  for  eiplana- 
ion.  This  was  ai^snming  higher  ground  ibui 
bat  of  his  privilege.  It  Is  the  right  of  all — of 
he  lowest  and  the  humblest — to  request  an 
xplanation  where  the;  are  personal] j  con- 
xmed.  But  tiiis  was  denied  me.  That  nni- 
rersal  right  of  petition  which  is  guarantied  by 
the  coDstitntion  to  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  on  which  right  my  applioation  was 
bated — this  common,  titia  sacred,  this  wise, 
ittdethaslble  privilege^  was  refused  to  an  Amcri- 
Mn  citizen.  What  mdignation  woald  such  a 
refosal  excite  in  every  manly  bosom  I  It  was, 
in  sabotaaoe,  aaying  to  me,  although  I  have 
ii^red  yon  wiUiont  provuc^on,  and  in  the 
most  pnblie  manner,  yon  have  no  right  to 
loqoire  any  thing  abont  it,  and  I  sh^  oontinne 
bo  do  the  same  thing  till  yoor  reputation  is 
Mmplet«ly  degntded  and  sunk. 

Of  tbe  nature  of  the  accnsalion,  and  the 
manner  In  which  he  sastaiaed  it,  I  need  not 
remind  this  honorable  court  Uy  aocnser  de- 
dfcrad,  in  reply  to  the  first  interrogatory  pnt  to 
bim,  that  it  nad  not  been  his  object  to  impnte  a 
fraud.  On  afterthought,  however,  he  changed 
Us  pontion,  and  avowed  his  belief  that  I  was  a 
gnQty  man.  Still  relentless,  still  resolved  to 
MKrifioe  his  victim,  he  Ixire  down  npon  bim 
with  all  the  weight  of  his  official  station.  Al' 
thOBgh  the  IndividtiBl  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  drllised  society,  still  he  most  be  pnrsned, 
ind  hmitod,  and  bhuted  I  With  what  I  With 
truth  t  With  faett  No.  With  sormises— 
with  sospicions — with  hearsays,  and  affidavits. 
Btit  did  these  proofs,  soch  as  they  were,  exist 
It  the  time  his  acoosation  was  made }  Not  at 
iL  He  made  the  char^  on  a  mere  vagne  m- 
mor ;  bnt,  as  a  means  of  inflicting  a  more  dead- 
ly stab,  he  gave  in  the  names  of  men  who  had 
Uacl^med  the  tmth  of  their  own  declarations 
—names  of  which  I  need  not  say  much. 

I  am  not  enriona  to  speculate  much  on  the 
iffidavit  which  has  been  produced  to  the  House 
—a  matter  whioh,  in  its  origin,  for  the  honor 
>f  all  concenied,  had  better  been  left  to  sleep 
io  oblivion — a  matter  conceived  in  malice,  ma- 
tured in  eoiraption  and  peijnry,  and  introanoed 


here  in  a  manner  most  mysterious.  He  who 
made  the  affidavit  instantly  fled.  I  tmst  he 
may  be  the  scapegoat  who  will  bear  the  sins  of 
Ma  association  m  this  tnmsaotion  to  the  wilder- 
ness. It  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell 
longer  on  the  snbject  of  this  affidavit — the  time 
at  whioh  it  was  obtaiued — the  circumstaneeA 


uate  himsdf  into  my  &vor,  after  naving  pre- 
viously injured  me,  when  he  sought  my  for- 
giveness (or  past  offences,  I  forgave  liim  gen- 
eroDsIy  :  and  this  is  the  requital  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  tbe 
dtnation  I  occnpy  before  this  honorable -oourt 
— a  situation  well  calculated  to  inspire  alarm 
and  solicitude  on  my  part.  In  tbe  nature  of 
the  aoensation,  there  is  matter  oognizable  in 
the  courts  of  the  country.  I  am  arrwgned 
here  for  the  offence  of  having  redressed  a  per- 
sonal wrong.  I  am  charged  with  not  having 
respected  the  rights  of  this  House ;  yet  I  am  not 
allowed  the  judgment  of  my  peers.  I  can  cMm 
no  equality  with  the  honorable  members  of  this 
House,  whom  I  see  around  me.  Th^  station 
has  raised  them  far  above  me.  I  am  only  a 
private  citizen.  Tims  utuated,  who  are  -to  be 
my  judges?  Thoae  who  form  a  party  to  thia 
accusation.  How  unequal  the  contest  1  and 
how  hopeless  must  innocence  itself  be,  if  such 
a  court  were  pleased  te  demand  a  victim  1  I 
know  there  is  no  such  purpose  here.  The 
honor  as  well  as  the  integrity  of  gentlemen 
would  withhold  them  from  it.  Bat,  behold 
the  influence  which  may  be  exerted  against 
mel  I  see  no  judge  npon  the  bench,  with 
power  to  instruct  the  Jury  as  to  the  law  of  the 
oase ;  I  see  no  accuser,  and  no  accused,  stand- 
ing ^de  by  edde  before  that  judge  I  I  am  ar- 
raigned before  a  coart  which  is  standing  on  ila 
own  privileges — which  arraigns  me  in  its  own 
case.  And  thus  ^tnated,  I  xra  tried  for  the 
commission  of  a  most  flagrant  crime— for  iu- 
Bulting  the  whole  American  people,  in  the 
person  of  one  of  the  members  of  this  body. 
Yet  I  have  violated  no  law,  I  have  transj^ressed 
no  preoept  known  to  the  people  of  this  land. 
If  I  have  violated  any  privilege,  that  privilege 
mnst  be  somewhere  declared.  If  it  exists  at 
all,  it  lies  as  a  little  spark  deeply  covered ;  not 
even  the  smoke  of  it  has  appeared.  It  is  a 
privil^e  which  the  American  people  do  not 
Know ;  and  I  demand,  on  their  behalf  to  know 
what  it  is,  I  shall  bow  to  that  privilege  when 
it  shall  have  been  defined,  and  when  it  shall 
have  become  constitntlona],  b^  the  people's  ao- 
quiesceuce.  But  where  there  is  no  law,  there  ia 
no  transgression.  I  admit  that  the  members  of 
this  House  h&ve  privileges,  and  that  their  per- 
sons onght  to  be  proteoted,  because  they  rep- 
resent oitisens  of  this  repnblio.  On  those  ^v- 
Uegea  I  should  be  the  last  to  encroach.  avL 
when  a  member  of  thia  House  plaoea  himself 
out  of  the  protection  of  this  pnvilege  by  traa- 
passins  on  my  rights,  I  shall  view  him  in  hit 
mdiviaDal  capadty,  and  deal  with  him  aa  with 
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t  privileges  cf  this  House ;  I  will 
never  uwl  &  memMr  of  this  Hoose,  while  he 
repreaeata  the  Amerioan  people;  nor  will  I 
encroach  on  any  privilege  wmeh  belongs  to 
genUemea  as  audi.  I  need  not  aaj  that  there 
exist,  in  this  OoTemmeDt,  three  distinct  co- 
ordinata  branches.  Eveiy  gentleman  knows 
what  the7  are.  And,  in  respect  to  one  of 
them,  Gougr«B8  have  declared  what  shall,  and 
what  shall  not,  be  conridered  as  a  contem^A. 
Thej  have  declared  that  a  j°dge  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  duties  of  his  office ;  but,  when  he 
step*  from  the  high  fonotion  of  adminiatwing 
the  laws  enacted  hj  this  body,  and  it*  oo-ordi- 
Date  braoobee ;  when  he  leaves  the  Jndidal 
seat,  and  l^s  aside  the  judicial  robes,  uien  hie 
privilege  ceases.  I^  then,  we  ma;  reason  from 
analcgj,  in  deducing  the  rights  of  this  bod/,  H 
•eoms  reascHiable  to  sappoee  that  thej  do  not 
tranaoead  thoee  of  a  coordinate  branch  of  Q«v-. 
emment ;  and  if  not,  then  it  ie  idle  to  saj  that, 
when  tluB  bodj  has  adjonmed,  its  members  re- 
main under  the  protection  of  tbeir  privile^ 
and  tiiat  it  goes  with  a  member,  and  remams 
with  him,  while  ontraging  the  rights  of  citizens. 
Where  i£  the  privilege  ?  Show  it  to  me,  that 
I  ma;  olie;  the  law.  J  am  told  that  it  is  nnde- 
flned  and  nndefinable,  and  that  it  is  to  be  regu- 
lated by  yonr  diseretion  alone.  If  sooh  a  dis- 
oretion  is  in  yonr  hand,  the  power  of  pnuish- 
ment  mnat  extend  to  life  itself  and  that  over  a 
man  who  has  not,  in  any  way,  interrnptad  your 
deliberatiooa.  If  yon  csn  arrest  him,  yon  may 
not  only  fine  him,  and  imprison  him,  but  yon 
may  inflict  upon  bim  tortnre  and  death.  Sir, 
tyrante  have  made  laws,  and,  in  enacting  them, 
have  had  no  r^srd  to  graduating  them  in  pro- 
portion to  the  offences  punishable.  By  one 
of  these  tyrants  all  offenses  were  made  capital. 
Draco  determined  that,  fbr  a  small  offence,  a 
citizen  deserved  death ;  and,  as  nothing  more 
than  death  oonld  be  implicated  for  the  greatest, 
the  punishment  of  all  crimes  l>eGame  eqnal.  If 
this  body  will  publish  its  privileges,  and  grad- 
uate its  punishmenta,  then  we  shfOl  know  what 
to  fear,  and  how  to  avoid  transgresHon.  ICalig- 
ula  enacted  laws :  they  were  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  his  subjects,  but  of  entrap- 
Jisg  them.  He  might  as  well  not  have  ezeri»d 
is  legislative  power,  but  left  his  action  soldy 
to  the  government  of  his  wanton  caprice.  Bat 
he  was  adjudged  a  tyrant  and  a  monster  for 
pnnishinK  men  for  transgressing  a  law  which 
they  oonld  not  know.  For  it  is  the  conscience 
and  motive  of  men  which  alone  give  turpitude 
to  their  actions. 

The  ground  has  l^een  assumed  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, that,  if  the  Eonse  ne^eoted  to  ponish 
in  such  a  case  as  the  present,  its  l^ialation 
might  be  exposed  to  danger;  that  companies 
mieht  be  organized — conspiracies  formed — and 
moDs  collected,  and  thus  the  meaanres  of  the 
House  be  effectually  controlled.  Sir,  I  must 
enter  my  protest  against  the  applieati<;m  of  any 
■neh  argnment  to  myselt    Uy  dlspotiti<Hi  has 


never  be^  ftotioiu,  my  «»daot 


tara 


honorable  genoMnen  mnat  be  prolMri.  ] 
grantit.  I  would  OU  in  tb»  firat  £td ik 
their  persraiB  wer«  asaaOed.  I  wonld  h  li 
last  to  entrench  myself  behind  it.    I  fcd  Ait 


be  forgotten  that  tite  dlisen,  bowerertten 
and  however  ruined  in  iivtnne,  has  fririliia 
too.  It  is  bis  privilege  to  Mttii  and KiMB 
honest  name-^ deacore  and  to  ei^i^ 
less  repntation.  This  is  ttM  provdManairi 
that  any  man  ean  wear,  and  it  is  one  astfM] 
Amnienn  dtJien  ouriit  to  prc»  ttodciij  tola 
heart;  nordiould  hnarm  vrer  haagMnta 
by  bis  ride  when  thiaaaoMd,  bria^totjcnli 
assailed,  When  a  member  (rf  this  &««• 
trenched  in  his  jmvil^e^  brands  aptinlidt 
izen,  tn  the  fcoe  of  the  wh(d«  nation,  •>  a  W 
ulent  villain,  he  forges  the  digni^  of  tii* 
tion,  and  renders  himself  anawwaUs  to  tb 
party  aggrieved.  Are  honorable  geallw— » 
send  abroad  their  ealnmniea  snqnstficatii 
Are  they  to  use  the  privilege  whid  tixjlas 
received  from  the  oiliiens  of  Qua  oocUits* 
means  to  ii^jure  the  oitizetist  If  giMlMa 
disr^ard  the  ordinary  rules  of  deotfiB,  i^ 
use,  in  their  place,  language  irfjurians  t«  tf 
vidoals,  can  they  expect  to  be  pnlaeUi  M 
privileges  which  they  have  f(»Mtedt  '^' 
nonorable  gentlemen  will  reject  tiM_ 
and  will  not  travel  out  ot  the  limito  af  !■# 
mate  debate,  for  the  purpoee  of  gralifjiii^ 
vate  pique  and  personal  hostiUtT^tite;  lAM 
a  wall  of  Are  around  them  tar  Oiejr  pnM<<>* 
The  breast  of  every  tme-heartad  Amerina" 
glow  with  zeal  in  thur  defowev  and  >3  ^ 
to  their  privikges  witii  revennlaa]  ftiHili* 
Tbey  will  be  aumnmded  with  an  iiB|«at4nik 


bulwark,  sudt  as  no  iomad  hoet^nordMaf* 
walls  of  this  cafHtol,  could  ever  tnwlT-  "" 
mnral  rampart— a  defence  that  wm  li 
time  endures.  As  long  ea  nMOBben  nf* 
the  rights  of  individo^  individuals  w2  * 
spect  their  rights ;  nor  will  they  e«r  kasttl 
safeguard  nntil  they  ahall  abaodon  that  rata 
respect  which  the  dtizois  of  a  rqinblie  on* 
eaeh  other,  Oan  gentlemen  expect  te  9K 
porticnlar  immunities,  whoi  they  ceaM  I*  ** 
BooOTding  to  the  high  atatioa  they  ooeapr.  ■■ 
dwrade  themselves  by  the  use  of  laagnice  w 
as  It  doea  not  beoome  tlie  proud  qdtitofs* 
mentocoffer?  Lettbem  beaBsnredtbtis' 
ican  pecfje  will  never  diahcator  thtaBNJTMV 
a^roviog  Uie  vcdontary  degrsdatini  li  "■ 
r^resentatives. 

TUs  honoraUe  body  oluma  to  e«w»" 
privil^e  which  ia  undefined  and  ioMUfMv 
Bible,  but  Kentlunen  have  not  be»  aUsOJf 
thrfr  hand  wi  any  part  of  the  cortiW* 
which  antboriiee  thw  dum  to  mdi  sntf^ 
ordinary  prerogative.  The  attempt  Ia  ^f* 
it  rests  upon  analogy  only — an  •ado^**' 
neoted  with  the  powera  of  the  star  s*"*]* 
that  worst  extnaaoenoe  <£  a  dsepotie  mV"^ 


DBBATS8  OT  OOHGHESS. 
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_,  .  .  .  lablaproromtiveof  die  king — • 
ntiTO  vhidi  oMJnwd  that  the  king's  oooii 
ixMud  wherever  tlia  king's  penoa  wu  Ibnnd ; 
utd  its  prerogative  to  pnniah  for  ooDtonpts  was 
»  be  ezeraiMd  at  hie  pleaaore,  and  waa  an 
nglne  of  oruelty  and  oppreasioa.  The/  sob- 
ajtted  to  a  {oiTilege  vbloh  waa  everr  thing 
vben  it  wna  to  be  ezerased,  and  Dotiuiig  whoi 
t  was  to  be  deBsed  and  iaveetigated—a  privi- 
eoe  which  floated  m  a  Tagna  fimor  in  tbe  im- 
i^nation  of  a  British  niMiarGh,  and  waa  canted 
nto  effect  \^  his  deepotio  arm ;  in  the  e^reiae 
>(  whioh  tlM  aat^ecta  of  the  Britiah  reahn  wen, 
riUHmt  law,  disbsined  of  their  liber^,  imprie- 
ued,  Sned,  pilloried,  wliipped,  and  pUlcmed 
igain. 

Gentlemen  have  admitted  that  the  power 
hej  olaimed  is  not  ibond  in  the  oonatitation : 
ihen  where  is  itt  There  is  no  king  here  to 
!uieT  bis  own  high  prerogatiTe.  We  know  no 
vjA  mijeaty  in  this  oonntry,  to  be  preserved 
ft  the  expense  of  the  righto  and  lilterues  of  the 
Mteni.  On  what  ground,  then,  wm  tlM  priv- 
iage  plaoedl    On  neoesritjl  the  plea  cu  aU 


UtDtiont  AU  the  powers 
lerivative.  The/  edat  onl/  as  th<7  have  been 
leflned  and  regolated  b/  the  pec^de.  Vhat- 
iver  is  not  BO  granted,  is  the  anmnptiMi  of  an 
iztnuMtliDar/  prerogBtive.  If  the  power  is  not 
n  the  oMiBtitntion,  then  it  i*  reeerved  to  the 
leo)^  and  the  assnmptioD  of  it  is  an  en- 
naobment  upon  the  rlgftte  of  the  oltiiens.  If, 
lowertr,  the  ooort  shall  aasome  this  power, 
od  the  Atneriean  pec^le  wibtearing  it  shall 
lemilesoe  in  ttie  aMinnption,  I  shall  bow  to  their 
riu  with  the  moat  reremtial  reqwot. 

I  trust  I  shall  «diiUt  tb«  same  ealmiasioii  m 
las  distingiiiflhed  mj  oondnet  thnm^ont  this 
rial  AlUMNi^  the  <Aoer  sent  to  arrest  me 
onld  nem  uve  eflfocted  his  pnrpoee  wlthotit 
■iiiag  a  poeae,  I  bowed,  and  ever  shall  bow,  to 
ha  ver/ shadow  of  the  anthmritj  of  the  Honae, 
0  long  as  mv  reMstanoe  eonld  be  ooastmed  into 
ontempta  of  the  r«preaentAii*es  oS  the  pet^le 
if  Uie  Unioa. 

I  oooeeiTe  thst  the  Honse  hod  no  right  to 
iepriva  me  of  libertj,  and  arraign  me  at  its  bar. 

dull  treat  its  will  with  prafomidreqtect;  and 
boold  its  wUl  infliet  upon  me  a  heariw  peoallr 
ban  even  tlie  law  ilaelf  would  proitomioe,  I 
hall  sQbtnit  wilUngjj  to  whatevu  it  maj  ad- 


edge. 
IhOTell 


B  lived  to  eoitain  tlie  instihitions  of  m/ 
omiliT,  and  I  wilt  never  treat  either  them  or 
be  Ainetionariea  of  its  Qoveimnent  with  oon- 
mael/.  Tat  it  is  mj  opinitn  that  the  right 
■a  beaa  aaaoined  withont  le^timate  aotbimtj, 


mm  q)prOTo  of  the  nsnrpatiun. 


^eapip  that  thdr  e«rvaiita,  when  aoting  in  a 
private  oapadtjj  ere  protected  by  an  uDOeflned 
of  n 


private  oapadtj^  i 

poww,  resting  m  the  breasts  of  men  who  at 

once  ezwoise  the  ftinetions  <^  aoonsers,  witoeee- 


lent;  aDd,oni«»Iai 
the/  will  deem  it  an  awftil  revelation  of  oaorp- 
ed  and  dangerons  power. 

It  is  eertainl/  a  matter  of  soma  magnitode 
that  the  privilegea  erf  the  House,  bo  streaaooBl/ 
asserted,  shoold  be  defined.  The  power  as- 
samed  by  this  oonrt  is  a  higher  power  than 
that  olaimed  b/  a  British  Fariisment.  I  dislike 
precedents  where  the  rights  of  a  oitiaen  are  at 
stake.  The/  cannot  Una  aa  when  drawn  from 
British  hietor/,  beoanse  onr  oonatitation  and 
laws  are  <<i«nmilT  to  those  in  England.  lie 
privileges  of  Parliament,  however,  are  in  some 
d^ree  defined  bT  the  laws  and  precedenta  ot 
"    '         itr^,  aodifthe/werebbDing,lBhonld 


llament  ia  poUished  b/  him,  the  aet  of  paUt 
oatitn  plaoee  him  out  of  the  protection  of  hia 
privilege.  In  the  ettabliehment  of  tUs  position 
1  am  entrenahed  in  anttat^ties,  as  diitliiignisbed 
and  utqnealioaable  ae  an/  that  oan  be  rdied 
on  b/  gmtlemenon  the  other  ride.  ADdanrel/ 
it  cannot  pcadbl/  be  fapposed  that  this  court 
haa  a  rl^t  to  exendse  powere  which  the  Pai<- 
liament  of  Endand  doea  not  claim  fbr  ita  mem- 
ber^  though  ue/  are  larAa  and  dnkes.  The 
nations  ot  the  oU  world  are  looking  for  /our 
dedsimi.  A  great  principle  is  involved.  The 
libertiea  trf  more  wxa  twdve  milliona  of  aoole 


are  at  stake,  and  mr  chief  regrrt  is,  that,  m  so 
we((^^  a  sat^eot  I  am  ao  Inoompetent  to  the 
taak  which  luM  Ulen  to  m/  lot  uid  that  I  do 


not  poaaeaa  thoae  abilitlea  whicii  wonld  enable 
me  nil/  to  show  what  bleadnga  on  the  ooe 
hand,  or  what  cnraea  on  the  ouier,  mast  flow 
fnm  tlM  dedtfon  to  which  this  Hooae  shall 
arrive.  While  the  people  of  other  natkaw  are 
contemplating  all  that  u  aaUime  and  beantifnl 
at  Government,  aa  exhibited  in  the  American 
ccnstitntion :  while  the/  locft  to  hw  CUr  pli^ 
and  her  fHutfoI  vaUm  aa  a  land  of  refiq^  fbr 
the  <q^iresBed,  a  sacffed  ssnetnar/  which  stands 
read/  to  reodve  and  protect  those  who  fl/  from 
rikoraa  pollnted  b/  the  infloence  ot  despotism ; 
while  me  hope  of  the  philanthropist  is  fbll- 
blown,  and  all  e/ea  are  directed  to  tl 


regolated  b/  no  law,  and  of  so  m/sterioDs  a 
natore  that  the  citiaen  of  this  repaUio  knows 
not  whan  he  violated  iti  Pnblish  this  fact 
other  nations,  and  none  will  think  oS 


fl/ing  to  a  conntr/  wbare  even  tb^  pwaonal 
libe^  mnst  depend  apon  evince,  and  must  lie 
at  the  mere/  of  a  priucdple  parol/  t/ranideat~ 
....      —   ■     '  Iqr  0    "     


for,  whether  exerolsed  b/  ona.  or  men/,  the 
prino^de^  I  i^Mat,  is  t/rannioal.     It  ia  oqir^ 
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dons,  and,  in  its  piactioal  effeoti,  maj  become 
firoal  In  the  extreme.  Bo  long  u  tbe  aeonri^ 
of  the  eitiren  reMa  upon  definea  Uts,  &ltlu>ii(^ 
the  pnnishment  attached  to  thMr  tnnagiearion 
naj  b«  veJ7  terMe,  atiJl  if  both  law  and  pon- 
lahment  ue  clearly  l«d  down,  and  piibiici? 
known,  the  law  taty  be  obejed,  and  tlie  pnn- 
i^ment  nvoided.  Bnt  it  inll  erer  be  ftnnd 
that  men  bare  an  inherent  love  ct  libertj  and 
an  inborn  mum  of  the  vahie  of  reputation, 
whiob  never  can  be  made  to  yield  to  any  an- 
Ihority. 

"  There  ii  ■  bright,  ODdjbg  thought  in  man, 
That  bids  hii  booI  itill  upwmid  look 
To  Fams'i  proud  clitT; 
XaA,  longing,  look 
In  bopea  to  gnTe  bia  name 
For  liter  ages  to  admire, 
And  wonder  how  he  reached 
The  dlu;,  dangvroua  bdgbl, 
Or  where  he  Btood,  or  how." 

Thie  U  the  epirit  which  auimatea  and  cheers 
men  in  pursnit  of  honorable  acbicTemente  I 

ApprobenaioDs  ee«m  to  be  entertained  by 
membere  of  this  Honae,  leat  violence  ahonld 
some  day  b«  omployed  to  alaidge  thia  honorable 
body  In  the  epjoyment  of  ita  ri^ts ;  atid  prece- 
dente  bare  been  referred  to  to  show  that  the 
deliberatjona  of  %  LeglBlatore  may  be  oontroUed 
by  armed  mobe !  One  gentleman  seemed  all 
alive  to  the  prospect  of  theee  dangera ;  and 
gentlemen,  in  the  progress  of  my  case,  have 
talked  abont  the  Ooyernment  being  overthrown  I 
They  have  spoken  of  the  designs  of  tyrants. 
They  have  collared  np  the  spectre  of  a  Chief 
Magiatrste  who  may  have  his  bnlliea  and  bis 
myrmidona,  and  may  employ  them  to  carry 
tneaaores  in  this  EoDse,  by  practJcea  the  most 
nefariona.  Sir,  I  trast  I  efaall  never  see  that  day 
arrive ;  and  I  hope  that  those  who  are  ma(£ 
yonngei  than  I,  may  never  witness  ita  fearftU 
reality.  Bnt  while  gantlemen  seem  ao  greatly 
to  dread  the  tyranny  of  a  aingle  individasl,  and 
appear  to  conaider  it  a  mii,tt«r  of  oonrae  that  it 
most  be  some  Ccesar,  some  Oromwell,  or  some 
Bonaparte,  who  is  to  overthrow  oor  liberties, 
I  mnat  beg  leavo  to  dissent  from  that  opinion. 
AH  history  will  show  that  no  tyrant  ever 
erasped  the  reins  of  power,  till  they  were  pnt 
uitA  nis  hands  by  corrupt  and  obseqaions  l^s- 
lative bodies.  If I^prebendedthesnbverfiionof 
our  liberties,  I  ahonld  look  nottotheEzecative, 
bnt  to  the  Legislative  Department 

The  whole  histoi^  of  Qreeoe  fbrnished  ample 
lessons  of  instniction  on  this  snl^eot.  And 
when  CESsar  trampled  on  the  liberties  oi  his 
oonntry,  it  was  becanse  a  oorrnpt  and  &ctaons 
Senate  had  placed  the  sceptre  in  his  hands,  and 
tendered  him  the  crown.  The  aame  tiling  had 
been  done  both  in  Borne  and  elsewhere ;  not 
becanse  one  man  was  strong  enough  to  conqner 
the  nation,  but  becanse  the  nation  made  their 
lil>erUea  a  footstool — encouraged  and  invited 
him  to  plaoe  his  feet  upon  their  neoks.  Men 
never  can  be  oonqnered  ao  long  as  the  spirit  of 


tib«l7  breathes  in  th^  bosooiB ;  but  l«Ai 
Legislatnr«  once  become  ooiruiA  nd  wmk, 
th^  th«  freadom  of  the  people  beeomss  SI  Of 
firey.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  fregSMtAt 
tiona  seonred  by  our  form  of  niiiiiiiiiial  iq 
save  ns  from  this  fruitful  aonree  of  ma;  tal 
the  term  of  our  repreeentadvea'  tiSm  w*k 
lifa,  we  would  be  in  fesiflil  danger  of  dn| 
the  fate  whioh  has  happened  toall  n|a)ia 
before  ns.  Tha  prooces  ia  ea^  Hkd  mtall 
Laws  are  firvt  enacted,  wbiohtraKlthitaiM 
on  the  people's  libwtiee— Uieae  sore  ndMk 
pass.  Then  other  laws  are  sDacted,  i^A|i 
a  little  further — men  be^  to  find  that  psn 
is  rallying  to  the  strong  pi^t,  from  irlMi 
vors  are  liberally  diqieneed.  Tb^seakbi 
&vota,  and  thus  become  giiadnally  eon^il 
Tlie  cormption  wbiofa  has  b^unattfaeM*^ 
flows,  by  degrees,  to  the  eztreonitieB  of  the  SbK 
from  whence,  by  a  natnral  reaetttm,  it  itlm 
again  to  the  centre,  and  there  settling,  it  p 
erates  a  tyrant.  ^,  it  is  thus  that  ^tm; 
arises — aB«iate^rowacorraptliketha(<ifBBi 
— men  become  its  members  who  look  wilki 
deep,  intense  burning  interest  to  the  ynmmm 
ofpower;  thcaroonstantojisforpoTeF-tia 
us  more  power— we  want  rank,  and  tUit 
and  titles,  and  ezelmdve  pri-rileges !  It  is  hA 
men  who  bowed  tlwir  knees  to  Fon^iey,  bM 
triomphant  OtBsar,  and  tendravd  him  (bsH^ 
tre.  It  is  true  that  Onear  gramed  atit;  ti 
he  never  could  have  dntdied  ft,  had  than  ha 
an  upri^t,  hcmeetL^islatnrc^fMthMtoitM 
and  to  Rome.  England  has  lud  ber  Otm^ 
But  why  ?  Because  a  despot  had  piuiliat 
reigned  whom  oonspiracy  mad  stritM  dm 
ana  becanse  a  Parliamoit,  altfaoi^  tbeidil' 
the  BritiBh  people,  had  beomne  radiosllT* 
rapt,  and,  instead  ai  sitp|>ortiiig  and  panM 
the  throne,  had  hurled  ittothegmmd.  Cn> 
well's  hopes  were  then  yoiu^ ;  he  ooiiwmm^ 
with  that  lowliness  which  u  ever  the  pdi! 
of  yoong  ambition,  bnt  soon  he  m&elli 
marched,  and;  in  the  end,  seized  upon  athnae 
not  lower  than  that  of  the  Aotocrstef  alllb 
Bnasias.  Never  wonld  he  have  bewi  ero«^ 
Protector  had  not  the  Parliament  of  Ea^ 
been  first  oormpted.  Bervared  thepniCeM 
throne  on  the  necks  of  a  base  and  anrileta 


tlemsn  had  alluded  to  the  Constitnent  sad  W 
tional  Assembly  of  France.  What  hgisWi" 
tradies  could  havebeen  more  oorrnpt  thin  tbtjl 
If  the  galleries  dictated  the  Uw  to  those  bsfa 
why  was  it  t  Because  they  themsdfw  m 
usurped  the  power  they  exerdsed— end  knw 
atraok  the  hearts  of  men  who  had  nohsobM 
country;  for  where  there  is  no  seeotityU''' 
wtiizen,  there  ia  neither  home  nor  tf^f- 
Bonaparte  was  used  to  ssy  that  it  wasM>^ 
who  seiR  •  ■■      -  ■  " 

the  peopli 
ad  ves  under 
men  are  groundh 
lobbiesof  an  American  Legislature  an  ton* 
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Ightaoed,  too  pBtriotio,  ever  to  iomUt  tite 
lumbers  of  their  own  Houm  of  Representa- 
iTM.  Let  the  House  do  its  dut^,  within  the 
jonititiitloii,  and  thej  will  find,  throo^ont 
iTtry  portion  of  this  people,  a  Bpirit  of  the 
teepwt  rererenoe  to  sustain  their  rights.  I 
ohmit,  then,  to  this  ooort,  whether  Kenttemen 
rhohatepreeeDted  so  man7  hTpotheUoal  caseg, 
iDd  indulged  so  man/  vagae  fears,  haTe  not 
Uaqnieted  themeelTes  in  yain.  Some  of  the 
;entlemen  have  tlirown  ont  the  idea  that  prob- 
ibl7  they  themselTes  might  be  the  next  Tiotim 
Dr  inmiolation  ■  that  some  rode,  ferooions  bnlly 
ri|^t  aiaanlt  uiem  for  the  r«inarkB  the?  had 
iffered  on  the  floor.  If  these  remarks  were 
atended  to  refer  to  me — altboogh  the  gentle- 
un,  no  donbt,  thoneht  they  were  doing  me 
lothing  more  than  ^eer  Jnstioe,  yet  I  can  as- 
nre  them  tliat  I  have  not  merited  snob  a  re- 
roach  at  their  hands,  and  I  think  that  the 
waring  of  this  cause,  and  the  stuniolng  np  of 
ho  evMonoe  by  my  ooansel,  may  be  saffloient 
a  prore  that  snch  feara  are  gronndleas.  I  have 
Aver  tUnted  for  Qie  blood  of  my  fellow-man. 
:  never  have  been  ongaKed  in  riota,  or  gnilty  of 
■allying  any  man.  I  nave  never  intermptAd 
ny  offleor  of  the  Qovemment  in  the  disel^rge 
if  his  dottee.  I  have  never  been  the  advooat« 
^bsHiea,  or  the  representative  of -blackgnarda. 
.  never  sought  to  inspire  the  feora  of  any  one  by 
aperior  -ptatietX  feroe,  nor  have  T  ever  assailed 
ny  oae  muMS  when  deeply  wronged.  I  wonld 
ruBngly  givft  my  life  as  the  onaranty  for  the 
wotoetion  of  the  members  of  this  House.  I 
ronld  be  the  first  to  protect  them,  Uie  last  to 
unit  their  feelings  or  to  violate  the  aanotnary 
if  their  persons.  It  was  deemed  necessary  to 
■me  a  sammary  proeess  for  my  apprehension, 
md  it  was  <Hi«nly  mdntained  that  my  oondnct 
neat  richly  deserved  pnniahment,  I  submitted. 
'.  made  no  redstaiioe  to  that  prooese.    I  anb- 


nffieicnt  to  rely  on  the  con^tntion,  and  on 
urivileges  never  granted  by  the  otwatitDtion^  bnt 
iven  the  penonalfeelingitrf  members  have  been 
f^Mtkd  to — the  very  bond  <^  sodabiHty  has 
Men  called  in  aid  of  this  otteo^  against  the 
tberly  of  the  American  citlsen,  Hit  had  been 
letcmlned  to  try  me  for  my  alleged  offence, 
■"hy  appeal  to  personal  feeling,  bnt  to  indnoe 
he  Honse  to  act  nnder  the  iimneooe  of  par- 
laU^,  and  aaorifioe  Ite  dnty,  the  law,  and  the 
wnsetntion,  to  merdy  personal  oondd^ationa. 

And  what  effbot  was  all  this  to  prodaoe  in 
Mrlandt  To  distrain  the  American  cltiMn 
tf  bis  fiberly — to  prostrate  Um  by  power  and 
nflnsnoe,  unknown  to  the  laws  of  thb  eoontry. 

Thns  pnUio  liberty  to  assailed,  in  the  person 
if  an  individoaL  md,  in  prostrating  Dim,  a 
[irineiple  wiO  be  destroyed,  wbieh  is  the-great 
lafegiiard  of  Amerioan  liber^.  Sir,  the  time 
ns,  when  the  name  of  Bomui  eitiien  was 
known  throo^oat  the  worid  as  the  protection 
rfhfan  that  twre  it  Italy  was  then  uie  teat  of 
Bbec^;  there  she  shone  like  the  son  in 


brightness,  and  her  rays  darted  themaelves  to 
the  remotest  ends  of  the  eartii.  It  was  a  noble 
example,  and  we  should  do  well  to  profit  by  it. 
In  oonseqnence  of  the  dedmon  of  gentlemen,  the 
rectitude  of  whose  motives  I  am  far  from  ar- 
raigning, I  am  brought  before  yon  as  an  ao- 
comd  man,  and  placed  to  respond  in  my  own 
behalf  before  this  high  tribnnal.  However 
novel  snch  an  attitndje  may  be  to  me,  it  may 
the  better  be  endured,  since  it  is  a  great  prin- 
ciple itaX  I  contend  for.  It  is  not  my  rights 
alone,  bnt  the  rights  of  millions  that  are  in- 
volved. Need  I  state  this  here  t  Who  can  be 
60  wise  to  know,  or  who  can  have  the  same  in- 
centives to  preserve  the  jnst  and  nnalienablo 
rights  of  an  American  citizen,  as  the  high  conrt 
I  DOW  address  f  Amerioan  citizen  1  It  is  a 
sacred  name  I  Its '  sanctity  attaches  itself  alike 
to  his  person,  whether  he  jonmeys  over  the 
soorching  sands  of  Florida,  or  wanders  in  the 
deepest  forests  of  onr  Northern  frontier; 
thronghont  the  republic,  or  in  his  native  Btato ; 
in  the  bosom  of  civilization,  or  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  savage  life ;  still  be  is  an  American  dti- 
zen.  I  do  not  snspeot  the  motives  of  gentle- 
men; Ishonldnotdeservejostioeatthetrhanda 
if  I  oonld ;  I  am  very  snre  they  will  feel  them- 
selves elevated  far  above  the  influence  of  every 
sinister  consideration,  Bobelieving,  it  will  give 
me  pleasnre  to  endnre  tbeir  will ;  and  I  shonld 
be  prond  to  be  even  thdr  victim,  rather  than 
odinit  the  belief  that  they  can  be  actuated  by 
any  base  or  unworthy  motive.  I  mig^t  refer  ' 
to  other  matters  which  are  on  my  mind  and 
which  press  for  otteranoe.  Bnt  I  shall  inanlge 
in  no  feelings  on  an  occasion  like  the  present. 
And  shonld  any  nngnorded  eipresrion  have 
fallen  from  me,  I  can  assnre  gentiemen  it  ha* 
fallen  withoat  dewgn.  The  meml>ers  of  this 
court  mnst  be  aware  that  many  individnals  have 
oalonlated  on  the  opporttmity  of  hnmiliating 
me,  could  their  measures  be  sanctioned  hy  the 

Enblio.  Bat  I  feel  proudly  confident  that  noth- 
ig  which  trenchea  on  the  right  that  every  man 
bom  in  this  land  posaeses,  to  a  tail  and  open 
trial,  can  ever  be  sanctioned  by  the  people.  I 
have  had  tiie  misfortnne  to  see  a  witness  brooght 
here  in  behalf  of  the  accosed,  inmlted  upon  the 
stand — insnlted,  where  he  was  entitled  to  ex- 
pect proteotion  from  this  Honse.  I  haveftar- 
ther  seen  the  ooonsel  who  conducted  my  defence 
treated  with  perron^  disrei^iect.  A  gentie- 
man  whose  bluid  and  amiable  manners  should 
at  least  have  shielded  him  from  every  thing 
likeradenees  or  indignity.  A  gentieman  whose 
intelligence  raises  him  to  a  distinguished  emi- 
nence in  eodety.  and  the  friiits  of  whose  genins 
will  be  a  prond  legacy  to  posterity.  He  was 
entitled,  as  It  seems  to  me,  e^edally  when  en- 
gaged in  behalf  of  an  aocnsed  man,  to  respectfh] 
consideration  and  gentlemanly  treatment  How 
far  the  conrse  ponaed  towaMS  him  was  of  this 
de8cri[>tion„I  leave  It  for  the  oonrt  to  decide. 
Bnt  Uiie  waa  not  the  only  i«markaUe  thbg  in 
tiie  course  of  the  present  trial  In  a  eonrt  ti 
Justice,  I  had  ever  been  tanght  to  iMlieve  that 
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tiie  person  of  an  individu&l  Mcoaed,  whatever 
might  have  been  his  alleged  ofiance,  was  held 
to  be  ander  protection;  that  be  was  ahidded 
hv  the  dignity  and  aathorit;  of  the  tribunal  from 
obloqDj  and  abase,  and  protected  from  all  vio- 
lence, whether  by  Bpeeoh  or  action.  It  Is  ad- 
mitted that  ooonsel  maj  animadvert  with  se- 
verity upon  his  oondnot,  and  enlarge  npon  his 
guilt.  Bat  there  is  a  deoomm  which  naoally 
govema  the  style  of  a  proeeontor,  however  so 
mncb  heated  he  may  M  by  his  aobject  The 
power  of  pnhlio  opinion,  if  nothing  else,  is  snfS- 
eient  to  restraii]  lum,  and  to  correct  all  impro- 
priety of  langoam.  He  has  reason  to  fear  the 
oorrectioD  of  on  indignant  peopl&  whenever  he 
is  tempted  to  heap  inanlt  npon  those  in  bonds. 
Bnt  while  standing  at  this  bar,  have  I  not  been 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  aasaadnt  And 
have  I  not  brooked  itf  Will  the  annals  of 
jadioia!  prooeeding  exhibit  another  instance 
(Where  such  langoa^  has  been  permitted  to  be 
appUed  to  an  individiial  in  cnstody  t  Yet,  be- 
fore tba  eyes  of  tJiia  assembly,  and  in  the  eyes 
of  tills  whole  nation,  have  I  been  tradaoed  by 
the  epithet  of  aaaassin.  Sir,  I  tmst  that  I  need 
not  disclaim  the  orime  impntcd  In  that  word. 
I  bore  no  dagger  when  I  met'my  aocuserl 
When  that  term   vas   applied  to  me,  in  this 

g'Broe,  and  on  this  occasion,  I  do  oooibsa  that  I 
It  my  spirit  chaf&  and  feelings  indignant,  Bat 
so  far  as  the  mnBoiei  of  my  coontenaoce  were 
capable  of  snppreedng  every  indioatJon  of  snoh 
a  feeling,  I  did  mppres  it.  Yet  I  ooold  not 
bnt  think  of  the  eloquent  and  impreaaive  rebuke 
administered  to  the  nigh  priest  of  the  Jews  by 
the  Apostle  Pan],  when  he  stood  in  bonds  be- 
fore bim,  and  the  b^h  prieet  ordered  him  to  be 
amoteupon  the  mouth.  "Qodsh^  smite  thee, 
tboa  wLited  wall,  for  sitteet  thon  to  jndge  me 
according  to  the  law,  and  oommandeet  me  to 
be  smitten  contrary  to  the  law  t  "  When  I 
was  on  my  trial  at  this  bar,  I  was  nnder  the 
protection  of  this  angust  tribungJ.  I  had  by 
my  deportment  here  provoked  no  indignity.  As 
an  American  citizen,  I  had  a  dftim  to  that  im- 
punity from  inenlt  which  is  accorded  to 
veriest  victim  of  malice.  Yet  I  was  stign  ' ' 
as  an  assassin,  and  I  brooked  it,  uttering  no  re- 
I>roach  in  reply.  I  hoped  it  might  be  a  propi- 
tiatJon  of  the  offence,  if  I  bad  committed  any 
against  the  privileges  of  the  American  people. 

As  for  the  feelings  which  prompted  my  ac- 
caser,  who  made  ose  of  the  term,  however 
warranted  he  may  have  Eupposed  himself  in 
applying  it  to  me,  I  con  refer  him  to  the  time, 
and  I  do  it  with  pride,  though  not  in  tbe  spirit  of 
vaunting,  when  it  was  my  destiny,  ana  I  felt 
It,  I  confess,  a  hii;b  and  honorable  destiny,  to 
be  tiie  repreeentanve  on  this  floor  of  American 
freemen. 

Did  the  gentJeman  at  that  time  see  any  thing 
in  my  deportment  which  would  wwranthifl 
treating  me  as  he  has  done  t  And  I  think  it 
most  be  aourded  to  me,  that  when,  since  that 
time,  I  have  been  accidentally  present  here,  my 
deportment  has  been  ever  respeotAiL    It  has 


never  been  my  habit  to  retain  and  grsifr 
malignant  fedjjtgs ;  nor  ehonid  I  have  en  ' 
oocauon  for  the  pres^it  proceeding  had  I M 
been  aconsed,  denonnoed,  and  ineahed  opa 
this  floor.  I  do  not  justify  laj  oonrse.  Im 
been  held  accountable,  uid  I  have  amiaU 
fbr  it  Bnt  I  trost  tlus  ia  not  to  be  luin 
precedent  for  others.  If^  in  what  1  £d,  I 
Binned  ag^nst  this  honorable  House,  I  ia 
unoonsdouB  of  the  foot.  The  sn  oU 
not  in  my  intention ;  it  bad  no  plaee  h  ^ 


becmmDg  ia  m 
sail  me  with  contempt,  ridictil«,  and  vinfu- 
tion,  I  trust  I  have  uie  fortitude  to  eodsti 
I  cannot  forget  that  whUe  I  have  my  priritf^ 
others  have  their  privileges  also,  Midnntf» 
oonnt  for  their  improfieT  exensiae. 

I  may  have  erred  when  proceeding  m  At 
principle  of  other  analogous  cases.    I  fAjuM 


judge.    If  I  had  . ._  .  _     

upon  the  repntation  of  an  accused  mas,  I  «tiU 
at  least  have  held  myself  aloof  from  the  lid  if 
prononndng  Judnnent  upon  him.  Sr,  I U 
that  I  never  could  have  done  it.  GonM  I  tan 
been  ^Utyof  snch  an  act?  Cooldl  sofirtan 
lost  Bight  of  every  high  object  of  evoy  ulk 
purpose,  of  every  sacred  tmst,  I  afaould  hmii- 
ourred  a.  doom  so  degraded,  that  imaginatica  it- 
self would  ftui  in  the  pursuit  of  my  destiny,^ 
fancy  woald  become  weary  in  the  pnnoit  tf i 
profitless  Journey.  I  shonld  have  sunken  n^ 
sejf  BO  low,  that  Archimedes  hJTundf,  «ith  i 
the  fanded  power  of  bis  levw^  thoogh  enter- 
ed at  the  task  for  a  thousand  years,  oouU  ncnc 
have  exalted  such  a  spirit  to  the  rank  and^ 
cumstances  of  honorable  men.  Whateva  qt- 
thel«  it  may  have  pleased  gentlemen  to  m^I 
aoqnit  tliem  of  rqtroach.  i  have  no  ^itbAV 
retom.  I  viU  not  eheridi  for  a  mranot  ■ 
unkind  fbeling-^io,  not  fw  "  the  onkiDdM  ri 
of  all." 

8ir,  evenif  iqioryhaa  been  done  to  the  jcin- 
leges  of  this  House,  which  I  deny,  does  it  dK 
become  the  House  to  conMder  whether,  ia  or 
reeling  one  wrong,  another  maf  not  epnng  4 
of  far  greater  and  overBhadowiog  mi^itmtl 
In  the  disonsdon  wMch  preceded  my  aircat,  n? 
character  was  gratuitously  and  wantctdytf- 
a^ed.  It  was  suggested,  as  aa  argnmcat  b 
the  arrest,  that  I  had  probably  fled  like  a  rata 
a  rencvade,  and  ablackgnud;  *"d  thatiuiniti' 
mightbe  of  vast  importanee. 

To  these  gentlemm,  who  ooold  advaace  ni 


some  little  in  the  protection  of 

xeus,  and  if  I,  myself  an  American  dtiwi,  tan 
perilled  life  and  blood  to  protect  the  hearttaa 
my  fellow-citizen%  they  little  know  me  "ta 
would  ima^e  that  I  would  flea  fom  cha  otaf^f 
of  crime  uist  was  imputed  to  me.  M  ' 
events,  they  will  learn  tiiat  for  once  I  banm* 
proved  recreant.  I  have  not  esoliewed  rof** 
sibility — I  have  not  sought  retaga  ia  M^ 
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Uxt.  ISaa.]  Cam  ^&n 

Fever  I  never!  Bhall  Uut  brand  stUob  iteelf  to 
mj  name.  'WooJd  it  not  have  boen  strange 
Qiat  I  should  seek  to  diabonor  mj  coontj^ 
through  her  repreeentodTea^  when  I  have  ever 
been  foimd  reao;,  at  her  call,  to  do  and  aaffer 
b  her  service  I  Yas,  And  I  truat  that  while 
Qving  upon  thia  euthj  I  shall  ever  be  fonnd  ready, 
at  her  calL  to  vindioato  the  wrongs  inflicted 
D^n  her  in  ooUective  capaoitj,  or  npon  her 
Ditizena  in  their  personal  righta.  and  to  resent 
mj  own  personal  wrongs.  Wnatever  gentle- 
men may  nave  imagined,  so  long  aa  that  proad 
smblem  of  my  conntry's  liberties,  with  its  stripes 
ind  ila  atara,  ^inting  to  the  American  flag 
)ver  the  portrait  of  I^ayette,)  shall  wave  in 
Jiis  Hall  of  American  le^latore,  so  long  ahalt 
t  cast  ita  sacred  proteotion  over  the  personal 
%htfl  of  every  American  citizen.  Sir,  when 
ron  shall  have  destroyed  the  pride  of  Amoricsu 
sbaracter,  yon  will  have  destroyed  the  brightest 
ewel  that  Heaven  ever  made.  Ton  will  have 
Irained  the  poreat  and  the  holiest  drop  which 
risits  the  haort  of  yonr  sages  in  oonncil,  and 
roQT  heroes  in  the  field.  Yon  will  have  an- 
lihilated  the  principle  that  mast  auatain  Uiat 
imblem  of  the  natJCHi'a  glory,  and  elevate  that 
imblem  above  your  own  exalted  seat.  These 
nasay  oolnmns,  with  yonder  lofty  dome,  shall 
rink  into  one  cmmbliog  min.  Tee,  sir,  thongh 
jormption  may  have  done  something,  andlnxniy 
nay  have  added  her  sednctive  powers  in  en- 
laogerinK  the  perpetuity  of  onr  nation's  &ir 
ame,  it  la  theae  privileges  which  atill  indnoe 
ivery  American  citizen  to  cling  to  the  instita- 
iona  of  hia  country,  and  to  look  to  the  aseem- 
>led  representatives  of  hia  native  land  as  th^ 
>eat  and  only  safegnard. 

But,  sir,  HO  long  as  that  flag  shall  bear  aloft 
ta  glittering-  stars — bearing  tbem  amidst  the 
lin  of  battle,  and  waving  tbem  trinmpbaotly 
ibove  the  storms  of  the  ocean,  so  long,  I  trust, 
ball  the  rights  of  American  citizens  be  pre- 
lerved  safe  and  ouimpaired,  and  trauamitted  aa 
t  sacred  legacy  from  one  generation  to  another, 
ill  diaoord  shall  wreck  the  spheres — the  grand 
narch  of  time  shall  cease — and  not  one  frag- 
nent  of  all  creation  be  left  to  chafe  on  the 
waom  of  eternity's  waves. 
Whan  Ur.  Bonaton  hod  condnded, 
Ur.  Habpbb,  of  New  Hampahirei  snbmitted 
lie  ffdlowing  reaolation : 

Bttotred,  Th>t  Samnel  Houston,  now  fn  custody 
if  the  Sergeant-at-Anua,  should  l>e  forthwith  dis- 


[n.orB. 


Hr.  HtnmiroToiiroseto  ofibr  an  .     . 
hat  all  after  the  word  Beeolved  be  eUidken 
Hit,  and  the  following  inserted 


Tdmdat,  May  8, 

Co«  of  Samuel  IToutton. 

The  Honae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

case  of  Samuel  Eooston ;  the  queelion  being  on 

the  amendment  oSered  by  Hr.  HunnNOTOir  tc 


breach  of  the  privil^es  of  the  House.) 

Mr.,ELLBWOBTH,of  Connecticut,  said:  It  bad 
been  s^d  that  this  was  a  qnestion  toachin((  the 
rights  of  an  American  citizen  ;  and  gentlemen 
had  even  called  upon  the  House,  as  tLou^h  the 
individual  at  the  bar  was  a  Roman  citizen. 
He  Is,  add  Ur.  E.,  an  American  citizen,  and  I 
am  prepared  and  disposed  to  secure  to  him  all 
the  rights  which  peridn  to  that  character,  and 
they  are  beyond  what  any  Bomanei^oyed;  bnt 
it  onghl  not  to  be  forgotten  that  this  la  a  qne»- 
tioQ  that  involves  the  rights,  not  only  of  the 
aocnsed,  but  of  every  citizen  in  the  Union ;  and 
if  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Polk)  be  oorreot,  it  ia  a 
question  deeply  connected  with  all  the  rights 
of  freemen,  and  of  free  and  independent  debate 
in  thia  House.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  few 
and  simple — I  wUl  not  reoapitolate  them.  That 
the  accused  has  assailed  amemberof  this  House, 
ie  not  denied ;  and  that  he  has  inflicted  npon 
him  an  outrage^  which  threatened  not  only  his 
safety,  bat  his  life,  has  been  sufficiently  eatab- 
Uahed.  The  tmly  qnestion  is,  whether  tliia 
battery  was  perpetrated  for  the  canee  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in  hia  letter  to  the 
Spatter.  This  embraoea  the  whole  of  the  case. 
If  the  injury  was  not  inflicted  for  that  cause,  . 
then wehaveno Jnrisdictionof thematter;  but 
if  it  was,  then  I  repeat  that  the  case  involves  a 
question  of  the  deepest  moment. 
I  shall  not  recapitulate  the  evidence  of  the 


recollection  of  gentlemen,  and  to  n 
tory  and  convincing.  The  letter  of  the  accused 
expressly  declares  that  this  was  the  cause.  The 
assertion  made  by  him  in  this  House,  "  that  he 
would  right  the  wrong  where  it  was  done,"  ia 
to  the  same  effect,  as  is  likewise  his  whole  con- 
duct and  the  coorae  of  hia  defence.  But,  sir,  if 
we  were  to  decide  that  the  assault  was  made 
for  the  publication  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, Bnd  not  for  speaking  the  words,  I  am  far 
ftom  agreeing  that  this  would  alter  the  case. 
It  la  very  true  that  in  England  a  member  can- 
not plead  his  privilege  for  publishing  his  speech 
delivered  in  Parliament.  There  it  is  a  breach 
of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Parliament  for  a 
member  or  other  person  to  publish  a  speech  so 
d^vered,  but  here  it  is  not  only  permitted,  bnt 
expected  and  called  for ;  auoh  is  the  genina  of 
our  Government  and  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions. I  am  not  ready  to  follow  the  English  ooorta 
in  this  particular,  nor  is  it  necessary  now  to 
decide  the  question,  for  in  my  view  the  pnbUoo- 
tion  was  not  the  oauae  of  the  aasanlt. 
The  learned  counsel  for  the  aoaaaed,  aa  well 


..ogle 
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u  the  I«ftmed  lai  distingnishad  gentlemtui  who 
bw  Jost  taken  his  Mat,  (Mr.  Polk,)  have  ea- 
deavored  to  maintiuii  that  this  House  Uaa  no 
Tight  to  punish  an  assaalt  oommitted  on  a  mem- 
b^  for  what  he  inaj  have  said  in  debate  on  this 
floor,  and  the  propoaition  would  not  be  varied 
Bhonld  I  My  for  the  dischai^  of  his  datr  in  this 
House,  for  a  member  who  speaks  in  uiis  Ball 
riaes  to  apeak  under  all  the  obligations  of  his 
high  official  trust;  what  he  hstb,  he  sajB  in 
tbe  diaoharge  of  bis  dnt;,  and  is  the  sole  judge, 
botii'of  the  propriety  *>{  what  he  shall  say,  and 
when  he  ahatl  say  it,  being,  however,  amenable 
in  both  reepeota  to  the  Jadgment  of  this  Honse. 
The  qneetjon  then  to  be  settled  is,  whether  the 
Bohm  has  a  right,  nnder  the  ooDStitution,  to 
take  oognizaooe  of  an  asuolt  committed  bj  ' 
third  partiea,  ont  of  doors,  on  a  member  who 
risea  her«.  and  Inhis  place,  and  nnder  his  official 
nsponalbiUtiee,  utters  his  sentiments,  as  in  his 
opinion  dntj  demands.  The  geotleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Polx)  savs  that  he  has  looked 
Into  tbe  constitntion,  and  finds  there  no  snob 
power,  and  has  spent  tionrs  to  show  that  it  does 
not  exist.  Bir,  if  I  do  not  find  it  there,  I  ssreeto 
vote  with  him ;  and  if  I  do  find  it,  and  sqow  it 
tn  him,  then  I  ask  that  he  will  vote  with  me. 
I  shall  not  go  be  jond  the  letter  of  the  oonstitn- 
tloD — I  have  no  need  to  go  bejond  it. 

Mr.  Dbittoit,  of  Sontn  Oarolina,  said :  The 
charge  which  has  been  preferred  agdnst  the 
aoonaed  ta  that  (^  having  tusanlted  a  member 
from  Ohio  for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate 
upon  this  floor.  If  the  Bocn»ed  has  oommitted 
this  act,  he  is,  in  my  Judgment,  gailty  of  a 
bnaeh  of  one  of  the  pri^^ea  of  a  representa- 
tive, for  which  this  Honse  onght  to  pnnish 
him,  I  shall  not  resort  to  argnment  or  prece- 
dents to  sustain  this  position,  because  I  regard 
It  to  be  unqueetionable  that  all  le^slattve  and 
judicial  bodies  have  the  right  to  protect  them- 
srivea  while  exercising  the  fonctions  which  are 
devolved  upon  them.  Were  they  destitute  of 
it,  their  legitimate  proceedings  might  be  inter- 
mpted,  and  even  the  great  objects  for  which 
they  are  constituted  be  prevented  from  being 
carried  into  execution.  This  right  does  not 
belong  to  the  members  of  this  House,  as  individ- 
uals, but  as  representatives  of  the  people.  V, 
by  fopoe  or  menaces,  a  member  is  obstructed  in 
the  performance  of  his  appropriate  duties,  or  if 
be  be  assaulted  forwhathehasdone  in  the  per- 
formanoe  of  them,  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
invaded,  in  the  person  of  the  member  who,  in 
bis  representative  capacity,  is  identified  with 
the  people  whom  he  represents.  Were  the  fed- 
eral  compact  dissolved,  and  were  we  sitting 
here  as  a  convention,  witbonC  a  constitution  or 
laws,  oonld  any  one  doubt  that  we  had  the  right 
ta  protect  ourselves  from  threats  or  violence ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  we  possessed  the  right 
of  exercising  the  means  whiui  should  be  neces- 
sary to  enable  us  to  accomplish  the  objects  for 
which  we  had  been  delegated  by  the  people  t 
Snob  are  the  views  which  I  take  of  the  privileges 
of  a  representative ;  bot  these  privileges  are 


vested  In  htm,  soldy  that  he  m^  bithfdf  iri 
faartesBly  perform  his  repraeentiliTt  o&i; 
they  do  not  attach  to  him  whm  be  iiMi 
the  perfomuuioe  of  them.  If  a  rnembv  wt 
ezpresaions  in  delMte,  howevw  fi^aiina  Aq 
may  be  to  the  reputation  (tfaDoUur.bacn* 
t>e  held  accountable  fbr  them  to  ^poM; 
bat  i^  for  the  repetition  of  tlie  sraee^ 
aions  to  a  orowd  in  the  streeta,  or  fbr  tbt  |^ 
lioation  of  them  by  hitnaelf  tn  tbe  ntv^M 
he  should  be  aasanlted,  be  would  tin  M 
upon  the  same  footing  witti  hii  eastiCn^ 
and  can  only  appral  to  tiie  laws  for  ntai 
To  execute  bis  duties  in  tbis  Hoioe,  itiioC 
reqniidte  that  a  member  ehoold  either  repot  i 
speeches  elsewhere,  or  that  he  should  p^ 
them — he  is  not  precluded  from  the  rcpetitia 
or  the  publication  of  his  speeches;  bntilir 
either  of  these  acta,  he  shonid  eoRtrkaafe- 
Bonal  violence,  tbis  House  wonld  hsTsnoJaA- 
diction  over  the  offender,  liecaiiBe  thenonffi- 
ative  haj  not  been  assailed  for  what  he  bud 
or  done  upon  this  floor.  Shonid  a  repraW' 
tive  be  assaulted  for  what  be  had  uttotdiifr 
bate,  in  consequence  of  his  speech  ieif* 
peated  or  published  by  a  third  persMi,  ll*  > 
saitant  wonld  be  guilty  of  a  breadiof  thpni- 
leges  of  this  body,  because  the  represMi^ 
not  having  participated  in  Ibeae  ads,  ntua,*- 
dlmizdshed,  his  piivilege  of  freedom  of  tfvA 
in  debate. 

It  has  been  intisted  upon,  thattiietmdif 
privil^e  now  compMned  of  is  a  vicbfini' 
tbat  part  of  the  constitution  which  ujs,  'te 
for  any  apeeeh  or  debate  in  this  Hounttwif' 
reaent^tive  shidl  not  be  questioned  in  bb;<^ 
place."  Admitting  the  oonstnictiw  of  iLeM 
stitntion  by  these  gentlemen  to  be  owrrtl 
should  reply  to  them,  that  the  rtprmsti^ 
from  Ohio  had  been  assailed  for  tbe  pobSafa 
of  his  speech  in  tbe  paper,  and  not  fdrbirif 
delivered  it  on  this  floor.  But,  in  mj  i^ 
hension,  the  words  qaoted  from  tbe  w*™' 
tion  are  not  applicable  to  the  snlgeetirtiii^i' 
now  presented  to  ns.  The  entire  psisp^i^ 
the  eonstitntion,  an  extract  &wn  wbidi  ^ 
ciade  by  tbe  gentleman  tram  OonoedinL  t 
this :  "  They  (that  is,  Seaatm  tod  Eqiw"* 
atives)  shall,  in  all  oases,  except  tieMn,M*7^ 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  pririltged  Iha 
arrest  dnring  their  attendanoe  at  (he  <erf<*< 
their  reepeotive  Hoosee,  and  in  going  to*''' 
taming  from  tbe  same;  and  for  my  nM^s 
debate  In  either  Honse  they  ehsll  iK*  "?«• 
tioned  in  any  otihar  plaoe."  By  th!a  pu^nB 
oertain  privileges  are  granted  to  t  reprB*|^ 
live,  in  order  that  he  may  not  be  jnlamg' 
or  controlled  in  the  performance  of  lu>  ^|*^ 
tive  dntiea.  To  effect  these  ol^ects,  be  mb* 
be  detained  by  legal  process,  taiess  e)»1" 
with  treason,  fblony,  or  iireaeh  of  the  I*^ 
and  cannot  be  brou^t  beforea  ^''''*^^ 
words  spoken  by  bim  in  debate,  sWi«ff* 
words  might  be  auoh  as  would,  M  ^  ^ 

SrivUege,  render  him  liable  to  «n  ■*'J 
efiunation.    The  cxmstitntioo  did  not  )•■■" 
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epreeenta 

1  iDdiTidosl,  becanBe  he  cannot  l^aUj  be  aa- 
lAolted ;  oDd  beoauw,  if  hfi  be  asMnlted  the 
BWB  afford  to  him  the  same  remedy  aa  the;  do 
to  ereiy  oitiieii;  bot  nnlesa  ehielded  \>j  hia 
iriTtlege,  a  representative  could  hare  do  remedr 
irhere  be  bad  been  l^allj  arreeted  or  Baed, 
'X  is  obTioDB,  then,  that  Uie  proTision  of  the 
tonstitntion  which  haa  been  relied  npon,  is  in- 
«nded  to  protect  memben  of  Congrees  in  oer- 
Htu  OBsea,  in  which,  bnt  for  that  provision,  the; 
tonld  not  U^^allj  be  protected ;  not  to  grant 
>TOteclion  to  them  in  oases  in  which  the;  are 
woteoted  by  the  lave  of  tlie  land. 

The  House  a4JoQmed. 


Wxi>]nMDi.T,  Ma;  9. 
Out  ^Sanmel  Houtton. 

The  House  resnined  the  oonMderation  of  the 
■nscdvtion  of  Hr.  Haspkb,  tagathve  with  Ur. 
SrnTutoTOB's  amendment,  the  one  proporing 
ihat  Samnel  Honston  be  released  fttm  oosUidjr ; 
Jie  other,  that  he  i*  goilt;  of  a  contempt  and 
l>raach  of  the  pririleges  of  the  House, 

ttr.  DsATTOir  offered  an  amendment  to  Hr. 
SrHTmoTOH'a  amendment,  going  to  declare 
that,  as  Bamnel  Houston  had  flot  been  proved 
bo  hare  committed  the  asuolt  for  words  spoken 
in  debate,  he  be  released  from  enstodj. 

Hr.  DoDDBiDoi  reqaested  Mr.  Dbattoii  to 
withdraw  hia  ameudiDent ;  and 

Mr.  Dbattdh  withdrew  it  for  the  preaent. 

Mr.  DoDDUDQt  B^d :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sensi- 
ble of  the  time  miaq>ent  in  toe  present  inveati- 
ntion,  and  of  the  importance  of  that  time. 
But  I  em  sensible  of  the  im;>ortanee  of  the  prin- 
(dplea  inTolved  in  the  decision  we  are  abont  to 
make.  We  are  about  to  defend,  or  surrender, 
tbe  privUeges,  tlte  rights,  and  even  the  libertiee 
at  onr  consUtueuta.  These,  and  all  that  is 
dear  to  them,  are  at  stake.  In  deciding  on  the 
preaent  question,  thia  Honae  will  uphold  the 
piinciples  of  our  free  Qovemment^  or  permit  tta 
■v^tj  lonndation  to  be  rsied.  for  no  one  can 
belieTe  that  tbe  repreeentatiTe  principle  c^  be 
maintained  when  freedom  of  debate  snatl  cease : 
withont  thia,  represeatatjon  would  be  a  vain 
thing.  Whenever  It  shall  h^ipen  that  tbe  rep- 
rasentaUve  of  the  petmle  is  reetr^ned.  bf  con- 
aiderstioiiB  of  personal  danmr,  from  defending 
the  righta  and  intereats  of  Utoae  be  rmreaenta, 
then  representatioD  oeasea  to  ezltt  but  in  name, 
and  the  Goremment,  bj  whatever  name  it  ma; 
be  called,  beoomes  arbitrar;.  There  haa  been 
one  opmmon  effort  here,  and  oat  of  doors,  to 
arraign  this  House  for  attempting  to  aecnra  to 
its  members  eznlueive  privili^ ;  the  qneetion 
baa  even  been  debated  as  if  the  privileges  of  the 
members  of  this  House  alone,  and  not  those  of 
tbe  whole  bod;  of  the  people,  were  involved. 
This  effort  ma;  be  available  to  divert  public 
opinion,  for  a  while,  from  the  true  question ; 
bitt,  ret;  on  it,  that  attention  will  soon  be  re- 


I  have  often  reflected  on  a  remark  of  a  coun- 
tryman of  mine  made  in  grave  debate,  sharpened 
by  party  feeling  like  the  present ;  a  romarlc 
which  then  struck  me  aa  more  of  a  rhetorical 
effort  than  oa  a  politioaJ  truism.  It  was  this : 
"  That  in  all  time,  and  in  every  nation,  a  Rreat 
portiOD  of  the  public  mind  ia  naturally  inclined 
to  monarchy;  and  that  this  its  natnral  tendency 
should  lie  viplantl;  guarded  agslnat  by  tbe 
friends  of  our  free  iniAltations."  The  gentle- 
man to  whom  I  allade  was  considered  the  flrat 
debater  in  Virginia,  if  not  in  l^e  Union  f  and 
though  poaseesed  of  great  warmtii  and  of  much 
decision,  as  a  party  poIiticiaTi,  bis  general  ob- 
servations  were  always  entitled  to  seriona  con- 
rideradon.  He  did  not  mean  that  thia  natural 
tendency  of  our  weak  nature  wss  to  monarchy 
by  name,  but  to  arbitrary  power,  in  the  penon 
of  aome  one  in  whom  we  place  an  unlimited, 
and,  therefore,  a  daugerons  confldenoe. .  In  free 
Oovemments,  this  fMal  tendency  flrat  manifests 
itself  in  an  impatience  under  the  operation  of 
those  checks  which  are  the  very  esaenoe  o^  and 
without  which  tt%b  Government  never  did  or 
can  exist;  and  I  fear  we  have  arrived  at  a 
period  when  we  can  no  longer  shut  our  eyes  to 
this  impatience. 

It  was  ver;  happil;  Stud  b;  the  gentteman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ADAHa,)  the  other 
day,  that  this  la  a  Qovemment  of  co-Operation 
and  of  checks.  More  lA  politioal  buth  could 
not  well  be  expressed  in  fewer  words.  That, 
at  least,  is  ite  tneoiy,  and,  in  general,  has  been 
ita  practice.  The  aepartmeota  of  Government 
are  theoreUcally  three ;  legislative,  executive, 
and  judidary.  These,  to  be  separate  and  co- 
ordinate, must  be  indepeudent  of  each  other ; 
each  must  operate  as  a  check  on  the  others; 
to  effect  which  salutary  end,  each  must  be  sus- 
tMned  by  the  otben.  Thns  the  judiciary,  in 
Madison's  time,  waa  sustained  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Union,  against  an  oi^anized,  legal- 
ised, and  armed  opposition  to  ita  authority  in 
Penn^lvania.  Even  in  the  time  of  Washing- 
ton, it  was  sustained  in  the  same  Btate  agunat 
an  armed  factions  oppo«tion. 

The  oase  to  which  I  allude,  of  a  legaliaad 
armed  opposition  to  the  judicial  authority  ia 
Pennsylvania  during  Mr.  Madison's  .Administra- 
tion, deservea  a  more  partionlor  notioe,  aa  the 
exact  parallel  to  that  opposition  now  eziita  la 
the  Boiith.  The  case  was  thia :  A  controTW^ 
aroee  in  the  admlralt;  conrt  of  FenDaylTania,. 
daring  the  revololitmar;  war,  betwees  tha- 
oommaiider  of  aPennsylvaoiaOovenmHDtbri^ 
and  one  Olmstead,  owner  of  a  Connectiont  priva- 
teer, in  which  each  claimed  a  certain  c^bir«d 
vesseL  Judge  Ross,  the  Pennsylvania  adnuralty 
jndg«,  determined  in  f^vor  of  Jomah.  the  oom- 
mander  of  the  Pennsylvania  bri^  and  bl>  arew. 
Olmstead  qipealed  to  the  continental  oourt  td 
appeala  in  admiralty  csaee,  wUch  waa  no  other 
tun  a  committee  of  seven  membenof  the  oco- 
tinaital  Oongreea.  Tool  court  reversed  the  d^ 
oree  of  the  Slate  court,  and  (wdered  the  <»p- 
tared  vesad  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  <Hi^ 
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■teftd  ood  crew ;  but,  in  ooDsideration  of  the 
>tat«  of  the  couDtrj,  refosing  to  gruit  process 
to  eaforoe  their  reTening  decree.  All  the 
oonrt  concurred,  except  the  honomble  Thomas 
HcKean,  the  president  of  the  court,  who  was 
among  tbeflrat  jurists  of  the  age,  and  who  after- 
warda  became  chief  justice,  and  fioallj  Goveni- 
or  of  Peiui87lvani&.  The  admiralty  judge, 
whose  decree  had  thns  been  reversed,  never- 
theless proceeded  to  execut«  it ;  aelling  the 
prii«,  and  diatribotinff  their  shares  of  the  prize 
monej  to  Joaiah  and  crew,  and  paying  to  the 
celebrated  David  Bitten  house,  treasnrer  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  proportion  to  which  that 
State  was  entitled  by  its  laws.  The  snin  so  paid 
was  vested  in  public  eecuritiea,  and  after  Lis 
death  oame  to  the  possesHiou  of  his  daughters, 
who  were  his  executrixes.  The  Butiject  of  this 
nit  waa  bronght,  in  a  dvil  action,  before  thr 
.e  Court  of  errors  and  appeals  of  " 


BT^ania,  nnder  the  former  jadioial  system  of 
wM.  State.  Here  i^un  Mr.  McKean  presided 
as  chief  justice.  Ibis  court  concurred  with 
the  continental  conrt  of  appeals,  and,  Ube  them, 
were  Dnanimons,  with  the  exception  of  tbe 
pre«dent. 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  present  federal 
constitution,  it  was  dedded  that  the  present 
district   conrts  of  the  United  States  were  tlie 


executed 

tinental  court  of  appeals.  Olmstead,  hereupon, 
filed  his  bill  before  Peters,  district  judge  in 
Pennsylvania,  who  rendered  a  decree,  but  de- 
clined enforcing  it  until  the  case  was  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Oourt,  and  there  finaUy 
decided  in  favor  of  Olmstead,  against  the 
daughters  of  Bittenhonse.  Ueanwhile,  Mr, 
McKean  became  Qovemor,  and,  on  a  message 
from  him,  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  passed 
a  law,  authorizing  the  Executive  of  that  State 
to  call  out  a  sufficient  armed  force  to  resist  tbe 
marshal  in  the  execution  of  any  process  from 
the  federal  courts  to  enforce  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt.  The  ground  taken  by  Chief 
Justice  McEean  was,  that  Pennsylvania  was  a 

C7,  deriving  a  right  to  the  money  in  the 
da  of  tbe  treasnrer  by  the  judgment  of  her 
own  court,  which  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  jurisdiction  to  review  or  reverse. 
Here^  then,  was  a  case,  in  which  a  State 
claimed  to  he  a  party ;  cliumed  the  subject  nn- 
der the  judgmentof  her  owncourt;  viewed  the 
jurisdiction  of  her  court  as  final  and  conclusive ; 
and  contended  that  the  federal  conrts  exercised 
bnt  a  usurped  authority. — a  case  in  which  the 
Executive  of  tbe  State  had  recommended  tbe 
passage  of  a  law,  and  had  approved  and  signed 
It  when  passed,  authorizing  an  armed  oppo^- 
tJon  to  the  process  of  the  federal  judiciary.  Be- 
fore the  occasion  happened,  on  which  this  law 
WOE  to  operate,  Simon  Snyder  became  Govern- 
or. Boring  his  admioistration,  a  law  passed, 
requiring  bim  to  correspond  with  tbe  President 
of  tbe  United  States,  to  procure  some  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  exeontion  of  tbe  sentence  of 


the  Supreme  Court  could  be  prtnntei  ^  : 
the  constitution  conid  be  so  amended  tsnii  < 
tablisb  some  separate,  independent,  idL  '-Kft 
tial  tribunal,  to  dedde  controverted  •ja^m 
of  power  and  jurisdiction  between  tbeFiU 
and  State  Qovemments.  That  &at«  tlap 
posed  to  the  States  an  amendment  to  ibcUt 
a]  constitution  for  the  establistunwt  (f  adi 
tribunal.  Governor  Snyder,  in  ymuiai 
the  State  law,  wrote  to  PreaideDt  )[i£m£t 
his  concurrence  in  some  measore  to  iixih 
execution  of  the  process. 

I  am  now,  sir,  speaking  of  transacdouM 
may  be  new  and  appear  strange  lo  taai-M 
I  am  speaking  so  near  the  publin  u^n^ 
tbe  nation,  where  the  evidences  of  whttl^ 
must  be  preserved,  that  any  one  donhJEf,! 
prompted  by  cariosity,  may  eismine  it  ta- 
self;  or,  by  calling  at  my  room, m«j «i:£a 
copies  of  those  proceedings,  certified  6a  fc 
Department  of  State  of  Pennsjlvanis.  Com* 
Snyder,  in  addressingthe  Prudent,  did  ml  U 
to  remind  him  of  tbe  party  topics  of  tbt  Jq, 
nor  of  tike  difference  netween  a  fisobk  it 
ustance  to  tbe  constitntion  and  livitf  tt 
United  States,  and  a  sentence  of  a  Judge.  M 
ed  OQ  a  usnrped  authority.  This  alujdiji) 
then  suit  tbe  Presidential  ear.  Tbeusn' 
President  Madison  is,  perhaps,  (and  tbitiiv 
ing  mucb,)  tbe  most  laconic  and  decnnH 
have  seen  from  his  pen.  He  informed  tht  (*■ 
emor,  that  so  far  from  being  at  liberty  to  M- 
cert  any  measures  to  prevent  the  ewami 
a  sentence  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  tht  V^ 
States,  it  was  made  his  dnty,  where  cffoit* 
was  made,  to  cause  tbe  same  to  be  umB^  ; 
and,  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  tbe  dm»Q  ' 
force.  He  added,  that  as  no  discntui  > 
maJned  with  tbe  federal  Executive  to  »itl^ 
the  measures  which  might  lead  to  t  p*>p 
issue,  it  gave  bim  great  pleasure  lo  pa"* 
that  tbe  act  commonicated  to  bim  by  Goibm 
Snyder  gave  tbeiatter  gentleman  powalo'jj 
promise  and  settle  the  affair  with  (Now 
which  he  did.  The  Preadent's  allnaoo  ■* 
to  the  judidal  act  of  1789 ;  of  which  we.  iiT^ 
gima,  have  understood  Mr.  Madison  lo t** 
penman.  H  this  is  an  historical  enw,  1 1* 
like  to  be  informed ;  if  it  is  not,  the  fi*'*^ 
the  necessity  of  making  sudi  a  proTisitanI » 
time  is  but  another  proof  of  the  gieat  ^V^ 
of  the  late  President  Madison. 

Tbe  Governor  bad  stationed  a  loiliivy^ 
under  the  command  of  General  Bright,  ortof 
bright,  round  the  house  in  which  lie  "^"^ 
of  Rittenhouse  resided,  to  prevent  tla  sunw 
of  the  United  States  from  entering  »nd  »jj 
his  process.  Alexander  J.  Dallas  ">  ^ 
attorney,  and  at  this  time  pnblielj  iiib««* 
in  oonrt,  in  Philadelphia,  the  detanmnJMi* 
the  President  of  the  United  Stat«s  lo  a^ 
sentenee  in  Olmstead's  case  lo  ba  '^'^ 
This  fact  ran  tbrongh  the  dty  like  £«  ^'*" 
the  wind  in  dry  stubble.  The  njird*  *; 
moned  a  posse  of  two  thousand  o''*''^ 
whom  were  attached  to  IheGovemof'sp''** 
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tartf ,  bnt  bU  of  whom  doclared  their  reftdi- 
ie»  to  aid  the  marshal ;  and,  thereupon,  the 

leneral's  troops,  one  after  another,  deserted, 
LOd  the  militia  refused  to  obey  hioi.  The  mar- 
hal  6nt«red,  and  the  process  was  executed, 
rhns,  though  the  GoTemment  rebelled  aocord- 
Dg  to  law,  the  lojaltj  of  the  people  of  that 
;reat  State  pnt  the  rebellion  down.  It  waa  anp- 
K»ed  that  tue  same  niEul  irom  Washington  that 
lonvejed  the  President's  answer  to  Governor 
Inyder,  bronght  also  an  iostrnction  to  the  dis- 
rict  attorney  to  make  pnblic  the  President's 
leterminatioQ ;  bnt  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
kcl  waa  so  or  not  I  was  present,  and  beheld 
he  joy  oniversally  difl^ised  at  the  aappression 
if  that  rebellion. 

At  all  times  the  Judiciary  has  had  its  enemies. 
Riere  have  always  been  those  who  are  op- 
losed  tt>  the  tenure  of  judicial  office — those  who 
rill  not  consent  to  have  the  constitntionality 
if  a  lepalative  act,  or  the  legality  of  an  Eieon- 
ive  measure,  submitted  to  Judicial  detenuina- 
ion.  At  all  times,  therefore,  there  have  been 
base  who  were  impatient  onder  the  operation 
if  the  judicial  check  established  by  the  conaU- 
ntJoDj  <and  some  of  whom  have  labored  to 
ning  it  into  contempt  and  disrepute  among  the 
leople,  and  to  destroy  their  confidence  in  its 
lecimons,  by  disparting  its  naefnlneas,  pa- 
riotdsm,  and  purity.  Many  attempts  have  been 
nade  to  beat  down  that  great  bulwark  of  lib- 
irty — this  sheet-anchor  of  every  free  State. 
)ne  of  these  came  from  one  in  the  highest  place, 
ind  was  made  in  several  of  the  State  Assem- 
>ties.  AH  these  attacks,  with  the  complete  de- 
'eat  of  each,  are  matters  of  history.  The  cou- 
idence  of  the  people  in  their  jndges  remains 
iDshaken,  and,  I  believe,  waa  never  more  gen- ' 
iral  than  at  the  present  moment.  But  we  must 
hot  our  eyes  to  the  light  that  ahines  around 
la;  we  most  oeaae  to  read  what  is  pas^g 
ibroad,  and  even  to  hear  some  things  uttered 
rithin  oar  walls,  if  we  do  not  perceive  a  sreat ' 
sffort  is  now  making  to  lessen,  if  not  to  mulL^, 
bis  Judicial  check  t^  the  constitntion.  In  this 
rffort  the  public  press  is  deeply  engaged.  The 
udgmenta  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  when  sup- 
rased  not  to  agree  with  the  opinions  of  the 
Siecative,  are  represented  as  attacks  on  the 
^reudent ;  if  displeasiog  to  a  State,  as  attacks . 
n  that  State.  The  tribunal  is  itself  denounced 
IS  &ctiooa;  its  members  as  tyrants,  aiming  to 
isarp  supreme  power,  and  an  unconstitutional 
nntrol  over  the  other  departments  of  Govem- 
neot — one  of  which  holos  the  purse,  and  the 
■ther,  the  sword  of  the  nation. 

I  have  already  a^d  that,  in  times  past,  the 
ndiciary  has  been  snstuned  by  the  £xecntive, 
rhen  called  on  for  aid.  This  ia  history.  But 
whether  it  will  now  be  so  sustained,  renuuns 
o  be  seen ;  and  soon  tiiat,  too,  will  become 
ligtory. 

As  an  executive  council,  the  Senate  is  the 
mly  constitnttonal  check  on  the  President.  If 
his  check  were  removed,  the  Present,  in 
naking  treatiea,  and  in  the  exerdse  of  the  high 
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power  of  appointment,  would  be  pro^Bely  as 
absolute  as  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rnauas. 

Should  he,  by  treaty,  transfer  part,  or  the 
whole,  of  one  of  these  States  to  a  foreign  power, 
and  should  the  balance  of  our  constitution  re- 
ipain,  snch  a  treaty  of  dismemberment  would 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land  j  the  iudiciaiy 
would  be  bound  so  to  eipound  it,  and,  donbt- 
lees,  in  doing  so,  would  be  sustained  by  Uie 
same  Executive  who  would  negotiate  such  a 
treaty.  The  Senate  is  the  only  <^eck  to  an  nn- 
restrained  Executive  power.  Remove  this,  and 
our  Presidents  are  monarchs  in  fact,  and  might 
as  well  be  so  in  name.  And  can  we  blink  Uie 
fact,  that  a  most  powerful,  untiring,  and  widely 
extended  effort  is  now  making  to  break  down 
the  Senate !  The  attack  on  the  Senate  is  sna- 
twned  by  the  presses  friendly  to  the  Eieontiv«s 
all  over  the  Union.  From  that  which  is  called 
its  organ,  in  this  city,  the  Senate  is  denounced, 
like  uie  Supreme  Cbnrt,  as  a  factious  body. 
Its  members  are  accused  of  combinations,  of 
corruption,  of  political  intrijme,  and  abused  In 
all  the  terms  of  reproach  Known  to  our  lan- 
guage. Letters  are  written  from  this  city,  to 
be  published  in  distant  places,  among  their  con- 
stituents, in  order  to  degrade  them  there. 
Theae,  when  nublished  at  a  distance,  oome  back, 
and  are  repnolished  here,  as  evidences  of  the 
public  sentiment  abroad ;  and  are  used  here, 
not  merely  to  degrade  the  members  peraonally, 
but  to  break  down  the  independence  of  the 
body  as  a  legislative  and  executive  counciL  It 
is  urged  by  those  who  are  concerned,  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  manufacture  of  such  evidences 
of  public  sentiment,  that  the  Senate  must  bo 
shorn  of  its  powers  and  of  its  infioence. 

These  modes  of  attack  have  l)een  long  known 
and  used.  The  natiiw  ia  aocustomed  to  read 
letters  ftom  Washinf^ton,  and  has  fallen  into  a 
habit  of  paying  as  bttle  regard  to  them  as  wa 
who  are  nere,  and  know  their  origin  and  their 
merits.  A  new  mode  of  accomplishing  thia 
desirable  purpose  of  prostraUng  the  Senate  has 
been  invented,  of  far  more  extenuve  influence. 
Public  meetings  are  got  np  in  every  city,  town, 
and  hamlet — in  every  village  and  county  place 
where  the  uecessoir  materials  are  found.  These 
meetings  pass  reeolutions  on  the  subjeot  of  Mi, 
Van  Buren's  nomination  to  England,  and  the 
rejection  of  that  nomination  by  ttie  Senate.  It 
cannot  i>e  affirmed  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
meetings,  and  of  their  resolutiona,  that  they  are 
oU  couched  in  the  same  language,  but  the  sub- 
stance of  all  b  the  same — so  much  so,  as  to 
prove  them  to  be  the  common  coinage  of  the 
same  mint — maunfactnred  in  this  city,  for  mA- 
versal  consumption.  These  reaolntions  declare 
that  Hr.  Van  Buren  performed  all  the  duties  of 
Secretary  of  Stole  m  a  manner  honorable  to 
himself  and  useful  to  the  country — that  his  mis- 
sion to  England  was  necessary  for  the  public 
service.  His  rejection  by  the  Senate  is  de- 
nounced as  a  corrupt,  factions  act,  dishonora- 
ble to  that  body  collectively,  and  individnaUf 
dlsgraoefol  to  the  members  who  ooncurred  in  it,    ■ 
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TheM  rwolntiona  an  adopted,  it  ii  wid,  in  some 
plaoes,  bj  large  collections  of  people,  and  bj 
hnadrMa  and  thotuanda  of  ihoee  who  oauuot 
poaaiblj  know  a  ejllable  abont  tiie  trath  or  nn- 
troth  <tf  what  tbej  m  raaolTe.  The  foreign 
tnaXy  relatlona  of  a  ooaoti;  are  never  known 
"to  tb*  great  bod^of  the  people,  while  the  actual 
relatitoa  of  peaoe  and  war  ar«  known  to  all. 
NegotiatioDe  onfininbed  are  genenllj  secreta  to 
■U  DDt  the  Execndve,  and  ought  to  be  bo.  It 
u  not  p<wnble  that,  howeTer  well  infbrnied  the 
gr«at  uaaB  of  our  population  may  be,  they 
■bonld  know  enough  of  tboM  intricate  sOpnla- 
tiona  by  which  oar  commercial  and  other  for- 
eign relatioua  are  r^ulated,  to  decide  on  the 
meriti  or  demerits  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  or  any- 
body  else,  as  to  nnflniahed  and  nudiaoleaed  ne- 

Ktiatitws.    Tet  these  resolotions  are  obtained 
political  partisan^  and  used  fbr  the  pnrpoae 


i  see  Uiat  there  exists  a  powerful, 
orgaiiii«d,  aat^ve,  and  tireleaa  pari;  in  this 
eonntry,  wbo  are  now  lending  their  united 
eflbrta  to  the  proetratdoD  of  the  Judiciary  and  of 
tlw  Braate.  Many  todiTidnalB  enssged  in  these 
deaperate  enterprises  agunst  public  libertj  feel 
confident  of  entire  sncceaa.  Antinat  one  de- 
partment of  GOTMnmeot  they  belioTe  they  have 
already  succeeded ;  and  as  to  the  other,  they 
feel  so  confident  of  victory  as  to  anticipate 
already  the  fniits  of  iL  When  tbta  party  enall 
have  sDOoeeded  against  the  Judiciary,  and  shall 
have  hmnUed  the  Senate,  what  more  will  be 
necessary  In  order  to  the  complete  establish- 
ment of  arbitrary  power  t  Nothing  more  but 
to  subdue  the  independence  of  the  people  at 
large,  whiidi  can  only  be  done  by  destroying 
Hie  fi^eedom  of  debate,  and  of  proceedings  here  I 
And  have  we  lived  to  behold  the  b^inning  of 
this  last,  deeperata  enterprise  ?  If  so,  truly  we 
may  eniltuin,  with  Senator  Giles,  "  That  in  all 
time,  (oar  own  not  excepted,)  a  large  proportion 
of  the  pnblio  mind  indines  to  monarchy,  not 
in  name,  indeed,  but  to  arbitrary  power — power 
nnohecked,  nnreatrained,  in  the  hands  of  one 
man ;  "  and  we  must  agree  with  him,  "  that  it 
ia  oar  Aatj,  as  the  Mends  of  onr  free  Institu- 
tions, to  guard  and  preserve  them  against  the 
assaults  of  that  povet." 

I  wish  Uie  noose  to  bear  in  mind,  that,  as  I 
have  no  authority  to  sacribe  the  efforts  egunst 
the  constitution  and  public  liberty  of  which  I 
have  been  speaking,  to  the  President,  or  to  his 
past  or  present  cabinet,  so  I  do  not  so  charge 
oe  ascribe  them.  It  is  not  a  new  thing  In  his- 
tory, ancient  or  modem,  for  the  friends  of  those 
already  clothed  with  high  powers  to  offer  to 
invest  them  with  more— with  absolute  sway. 
Some  there  have  been,  whose  putnotigm  com- 
pelled them  to  r^ect  such  offers.  But^  in  the 
indulgence  of  an  unlimited  confidence  m  him 
who  is  at  the  head  of  this  Government,  there 
are  those  who  would  blindly  break  down  all 
the  safegnords,  all  the  checks  of  the  constitu- 
tion, all  barrjersforthesecnrity  of  oar  liberties, 
in  order  to  in  vest  him  with  the  absolute  power; 
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little  thinking  of  the  shortness  of  the  ^j» 
ing  which  he  can  hold  it,orof  Aeitmoad^ 
of  preventing  it  from  pasnng  into  ous  W 
or  of  restraining  its  eiercise  wbenerv  iti^ 
&11  into  those  of  an  ambitdoos  Pnsfot,fr  ! 
posed  to  respect  no  law  bnt  his  on  lilri 
to  disregard  all  restraints  on  its  fi«e  indg^m 

Mr,  Bbahoslit,  of  New  Ywi,  dcbbc^ 
by  saying  that  this  trial  had  oeenfM  kw 
al  weeks  of  the  preciona  time  ol  tL«  'Bm 
at  an  advanced  period  of  a  long  Kmnc  V 
hapH  that  Ume  had  been  profitably  apoL  V 
that,  said  Mr.  B.,  oor  constitoeDti  vil  )M 
Judge.  There  was  very  little  eom^<iiiT« 
detail  in  any  of  the  testimony,  wlue£  «odlh 
supposed  material ;  yet  some  two  WMb  tn 
been  required  to  hear  and  commit  to  vriv 
what  is  caUed  evidence.  The  [dij,  niti 
should  be  worth  the  candle.  The  inporiw 
of  Uiifl  evidenoe  ought  to  be  such  uun* 
die  us  to  the  reflection  that  it  wis  titu  aA 
expense  of  more  than  twenty  thoaimdddB 
to  the  public.  Yet,  what  is  It  t  Ai^tlouM 
what  testimony  before  a  judicial  triboDal  m 
be.  Conjectures,  hearsay,  general  tat^M 
and  ex  parte  afBdavits.  AaA  these,  if  lir 
could  prove  any  thing,  except  the  incoD^oP 
or  unauitableness  of  me  tribnnal  whieti  Med 
them,  were  directed,  as  if  in  moGkery  rfJBW 
at  any  and  every  object,  rather  than  tLe  ^ 
which  seemed,  if  any  thing  was,  nutemll'i 
decision  of  the  cause.  Aliaoet  eray  nil  i 
evidence  hitherto  doemod  reaaniahte,  smb"  • 
have  been  disregarded  in  this  tnaL  TbeBw 
has  flomidered  throogh  the  t«8limoiiy  ^pwtit 
without  chart  or  compass  to  direct  i^  wi 
dear  violation  of  the  moat  well-setllsd  ai» 
thoritative  legal  prindplee.  The  d«Me  \m  i 
been  abontegoallydiscursiye  and  enalie.  1m\ 
toploB  have  been  introdnoed  and  gTaTdyBpJ ; 
which  have  neither  been  denied  nor  dcaW 
in  any  quarter.  I  hope,  sir,  that  tbejn^a^ 
of  the  House,  when  it  sball  be  rtnnm  *■ 
atone  for  the  irreloTantmaas  of  proof  vm^ 
been  given,  and  the  aberrant  ohancta||(» 
discussion.  _         : 

GenUemen  have  set  themselves  Mriou';*! 
work  to  prove  that  membera  of  tMi  Hon*  ^ 
certain  constitutional  privileges.  WJit,  »■" 
privilege  I  A  right,  exemption,  or  toai^ 
posseeaed  by  one  or  more  persons,  hi>t »"' " 
mon  to  all  their  fellow-citiajna.  lto»"ta'' 
entitled  to  immunities  of  this  nature  imf* 
leged  persons,  snd  of  this  deeeriplKa* 
members  of  this  House.  All  pririleg*  »  •■ 
to  be  a  nnisance,  yet,  for  reasons  ^^W"*^* 
ctent  of  themselves,  some  rf  a  wty  impc** 
character  have  boon  oon&ired  irp<»  *''**T7 
represent  the  people  here.  Noonetss  W* 
no  (inB  linn  danv.  tlieir  existence.    ThBT  '•^ 


no  one  can  deny,  their  existence.  Thej  " 
no  doubt,  conferred,  and  are  tolerawd  ca  W 
lie  grouuda,  and  not  as  a  boon  or  inddjBW* 
indviduals.  They  should  bo  few,  iimiw;  •» 
defined  ;  and  they  are  of  that  «l'»f»'"5;J^ 
constitution  whi(^  created  and  «**'■*  *J*' 
explicit,  and  too  pUu  to  admit  t'Mt" 
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lavil.  SeoAton  and  RepresenUtivea  in  Con- 
gress ftre  privileged  &om  arrest  "  in  all  cases, 
izcept  treason,  felon;,  or  breach  of  the  peace ; " 
'  and  for  on;  Bpeech  or  debate  in  ^tber  Eonae 
hey  abaU  not  be  questioQed  in  anj  other 
>iaee."  All  this,  sir,  is  plain  and  explicit 
Sere  is  no  room  to  fbIm  a  question.  These  are 
;h©  andoabted  rishls  or  pnvilegce  of  members 
>f  Oongresa.  Whoever  vioUtes  them,  does  a 
WToag  to  the  individiu]  tuid  the  conntry,  sets 
Jte  coDstitation  at  defiance,  and  justly  exposes 
limself  to  that  measure  of  punishment  which 
iie  laws  have  provided  for  soch  eases. 

These  privilmeeare  founded  on  good  resMns. 
Representatives  of  the  people  ought  to  speak 
^eely,  and  without  the  fear  of  personal  injary, 
jr  the  vexation  aud  hazard  of  respond  bilitj 
dsewbere.  If  words,  slanderous  in  their  terms, 
ue  nttered  here,  the  conatjtntjon  declares  the; 
tro  not  BtanderoQB.  If  spoken  on  another  oo- 
camon,  and  in  another  place,  malice  would  he 
implied.  Bat  in  words  spoken  hare,  malice  is 
r^adiated,  and  for  all  legal  purposes  good  mo- 
Uvea  are  absolutelr  inferred.  We  are  exempt 
from  civil  process.  For  debts,  we  may  set  the 
law  and  ita  offioen  at  defiance.  We  are  beyond 
their  reach.  Our  privilege  is  our  shield.  We 
are  free  from  arrest  in  all  cases  eicept  for  crimes 
■—".treason,  felonj,  or  breach  of  the  peace." 

These  impunities,  not  enjojed  bj  others,  bat 
which  are  the  indisputable  rights  of  members 
of  this  bodv,  shoald  admonish  us  of  the  corre- 
Ipondent  duty — never  to  abuse  them.  They 
were  not  designed  as  a  shield  for  mendacity, 
fran^  or  malice ;  and  should  never  be  naed  as 
a  cover  for  deftunation,  or  to  stir  np  an  nn- 
loanded  and  false  clamor. 

It  has  been  said  that  these  are  not  strictly  the 
privileges  of  members,  bat  of  their  constitaents ; 
or  rather,  that  they  were  conferred  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  coostitnents,  and  not  at  all  for  the  in- 
dividual raemberH.  The  discn^xin  upon  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  I  believe,  has  not  been 
very  iateliigible  to  any  one.  The  privileges  of 
members  are  their  rights — their  iudividud  and 
eonstitutional  rights ;  and  whether  conferred 
vith  a  view  to  their  own  protection  and  so- 
enrity  in  performing  thdr  public  dutiea,  or  for 
a  higher  object,  the  benefit  of  their  constitnent^ 
I  regard  as  a  matter  of  utter  indiffereooe. 
Sofflcient  for  me  that  the  privilege  has  been 
conferred,  that  the  right  exists,  that  the  (Mnsti- 
tntion  has  spoken,  and  all  are  bound  to  heed 
aad  obey  its  voice.  We  are  not  legislating  with 
a  view  to  determine  what  privileges  ought  to 
be  conferred  on  members  of  this  Uonse.  That 
was  decided  by  the  people  in  adopting  the  con- 
•titution  under  which  we  are  assembled.  Oar 
privileges  are  to  be  found  in  that  instrument. 
Le^slotion  cannot  abridge  them  ;  nor  can  the 
whim,  the  c(^)rice,  or  the  will  of  this  body  make 
then,  like  the  privileges  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, unlimited,  nndefined,  and  nndeflnable. 

I  therefore,  ur,  dismiss  the  matter  of  privi- 
lege. If  the  pnvilege  of  a  member  has  been 
invaded,  the  existence  of  the  privilege  itself  is 
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not  denied.  If  a  wrong  has  been  A<me,  and  no 
one  denies  that  there  has,  the  law  has  provided 
ample  means  for  redress.  The  courts  are  op«» ; 
Justice  will  be  sure  and  speedy ;  the  courae  is 
plain  and  tree  from  diffioalty.  Ko  one  doubted 
the  power  of  the  courts  to  inflict  an  adequate 
pnnishment,  and  afibrd  to  the  injured  part;  an 
adequate  reparation.  But  here,  in  thid  Housf^ 
the  disputed  point — indeed,  sir,  in  my  judgment, 
the  only  essential  point  in  controverey,  is  the 
power  of  the  House  to  try  and  pnniBQ  for  an 
offence  which  I  admit  has  been  oommitted. 

The  testimony  has  unde^ne  a  strict  analy- 
sia,  and  been  summed  up  m  due  form.  For 
what  purpose)  To  prove  what  the  aconsed 
admitted  in  his  plea,  and  what  no  one  has  ques- 
tioned— that  an  assault  has  been  committed  on 
the  member  from  Ohio,  ^r.  Btuibebbt.)  To 
prove  fiirther,  what  I  will  not  stop  to  contro- 
vert, that  the  assault  was  made  for  words 
spoken  in  debate.  Both  points,  for  the  purpose 
of  this  discussion,  I  will  admit  to  be  established. 
I  will  take  them  in  this  respect  to  be  indubita- 
ble. But  what  consequence  shall  we  draw  from 
them  t  Why,  oertainly,  argued  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Doddbidox,)  if  the  mem- 
ber was  assaulteil  for  that  cause,  it  was  a  breach 
of  ihei  privil^ies,  and  a  high  contempt  of  the 
aathority  of  this  House.  And  as  "  a  privilege 
without  the  means  of  enforcing  it,  and  of  se- 
curing its  enjoyment,  is  no  privilege,"  this 
House  has  therefore  an  unquestionable  nght  to 
try  and  punish  the  accused  for  that  assault  I 

This  is  the  species  of  argument  which  we 
have  board ;  and  in  this  manner  the  hooorable 
gentleman  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
llonse  is  MIy  aathorized  to  do  what  it  is  as- 
suming to  do.  I  differ  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman totally  in  both  these  positions.  The 
assault  on  the  person  I  admit ;  hut  1  deny  that 
there  was  any  assault  upon  the  privilege  of  the 
member,  or  any  contempt  of  this  Honse.  Priv- 
ilege is  a  peculiar  right  or  immunity,  poBseflsed 
by  the  few,  to  the  eicluaion  of  the  many.  A 
breach  of  privilege  is  but  a  violation  of  that 
peculiar  right.  But  this  assault  would  have 
been  equally  an  outra^  and  equally  unjustifia- 
ble, haa  it  been  committed  on  any  other  ratizen. 
It  was  a  violation  of  rights  equally  possessed 
by  all,  and  not  of  any  special  right,  which 
adheres  to  an  individual  as  a  member  of  this 
House.  It  was  a  breach  of  the  general  law  of 
society,  and  not  of  the  peculiar  immunities  of 
this  House.  I  maintain  then,  sir,  that  the 
rights  of  the  memiier,  as  snoh,  have  not  been 
wounded,  nor  has  the  dignity  of  the  House  been 
insulted,  or  its  aathority  contemned.  The 
general  law  of  the  land  is  ample  for  this  ease, 
without  relying  upon  any  peculiar  provition 
for  the  security  of  members  of  this  body. 

But  if  I  am  mistaken  in  this ;  if;  indeed,  this 
may  with  propriety  be  treated  as  a  breaoh  of 
privilege  and  contempt  of  this  House,  what 
then  t  Does  it  follow  that  this  House  is  author- 
iied  to  punish  t  That  is  averred  by  the  gentle- 
man &om  Virginia.    His  pomtion  is,  wt  the 
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bod;  poMesBing  the  privilqe  mnet  have  the 
meani  of  securing  its  cinojmeQt,  and  of  puniBh- 
iDg  for  its  violation,  or  it  is  no  privilege.  This 
ia  bold  KToimd.  If  the  honorable  geollemui 
has  sustained  it,  or  if  it  can  be  Hostained  in  tuy 
manner,  I  will  admit  the  question  to  be  settled. 
But  altboDgh  the  pontion  has  been  advanoed 
ae  anthoritative,  jet  I  submit  to  the  House 
that  it  was  accompanied  with  verj  tittle  argn- 
ment  to  illustrate  or  efltablish  its  accuracy.  I 
confess,  sir,  that  I  cannot  accede  vo  this  opinion 
of  the  honorable  geotleman,  able  and  accurate 
as  I  know  him  in  most  things  to  be.  Is  it  true 
that  an  individual  or  a  public  body,  whose 
privilege^  have  been  assailed  and  trampled 
under  foot,  has  a  ri^ht,  not  oolj  to  repel  the 
BBSulant,  bat  to  inflict  npcn  bun  retnbutive 
Justice  1  I  shonld  say  not,  ur.  I  should  turn 
to  the  courts  for  justice.  I  should  turoke  their 
powers,  where  the  individual  wrong  or  the 
pnblio  oflence  called  for  reparation  or  fumish- 
ment.  But  the  honorable  genUeman,  like  the 
accused  now  on  trial,  wonld  take  the  law  into 
his  own  hand.  A  wrong  having  been  done,  by 
violating  a  privilege,  he  wonld  himself  right 
it:  the  u^eved  and  injured  party  he  woold 
make  JQ^,  Upon  this  argument,  the  right 
and  the  authority  to  pnoish  ore  called  into 


mitting  and  acquiring  judicial  power.  A  blow 
has  made  many  a  worthy  man  a  knight,  but 
upon  this  principle  the  beating  of  one  member 
transfers  jndieial  power  not  only  to  himself,  but 
to  all  other  members  of  the  same  body. 

I  vroald  not^r,  treat  this  subject  lightly  or 
irreverenUy.  We  are  inquiring  into  uie  con- 
stitutional powers  of  this  ilonae,  the  source  of 
its  authority,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
acquired.     I^  indeed,  our  powers  as  a  judicial 


this  theory  of  the  constitution,  and  present  it 
to  the  public  gaze.  Will  it  stand  examination ! 
Can  the  judgment  of  any  gentleman  approve 
it  t  The  mass  of  onr  powers  are  le^pslative,  not 
judicial.  Ordinarily  we  have  not  the  powers 
of  a  court;  nor  have  we  at  any  time,  unless 
they  are  brought  into  existence,  as  is  urged  by 
the  gentleman  from  Yii^ia,  by  a  breach  of 
privilege.  His  theory  regards  the  power  to 
punish  as  incident  to  the  possession  of  tiie 
privilege.  But  bow  does  the  gentleman  prove 
the  accuracy  of  this  position  i  Does  he  find  it 
in  any  judicial  system  whatever!  Is  such  the 
opinion  of  any  jurist  or  statesman, 
gentleman  himself  whose  opinion  is 
respect?  Where  does  the  gentli 
anthority  for  the  position  he  has  advanced  with 
such  confidence? 

We  have  no  privileged  orders  here,  yet  there 
are  many  individuals,  aside  from  members  of 
OoDgress,  who  are  temporarily  clothed  witb 
privileges.  Attorneys  at  law,  jurors,  witnesses, 
parties  to  suits,  are  familiar  instances.  All 
these  are  privileged— have  rights  peculiar  to 
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themselves.  But,  how  do  thej  penos^a 
dicate  these  privileges  when  araailed,udi^ 
summary  punishment  Tifion  the  violUnf  I 
need  not  answer  this  qaeation.  Veilb* 
that  they  have  no  power  of  thai  deia^ 
and  that  their  only  relief  is  in  tk  tejt 
They  may  punish.  Such  is  the  nston  ud  dt 
province  of  judicial  power  i  but  I  tike  km* 
deny  that  any  such  power  is  nec«ssinl;  at 
veyed  by  conferring  privileges  up(n  u  c^- 
vidual  or  a  public  boay.  The^^idCdm 
cation,  or  Ecoleeiastiul  Synod,  fnni^B  a 
apposite  illustration  of  the  qnestiou  nev  wk 
diaoussion.  A  public  statute  of  the  rule  |iii 
ta  members  of  that  body  the  same  lidikK 
privileges  as  were  or  shonld  be  enjoyed  ^i 
nobles  and  commonalty  called  to  PtAmA 
Yet,  sir,  was  it  ever  heard  tbst  that  tam4 
the  miniature  of  a  Parliament,  with  lU  iitft- 
geons  display  and  expanded  powers—wiik  i 
the  immunities  of  the  body  to  whichitisHak 
lated — was  it  ever  pretended  that  it  coald  itt 
out  retributive  justice  for  a  violatiin  d '» 
privileges?  Cert^nly,  sir,  nothing  of  this  m- 
ture  was  ever  suggeeteii  there.  It  ntaiitik 
the  honorable  genUeman  trota  Vii^inii  to  &- 

and  present  as  an  axiom  m  Itgiiffl" 
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Thtbsdat,  May  10. 
Ciut  of  SamuA  Botutn. 

The  House  resumed  the  erne  <^  So^ 
Honston — the  question  pending  the  ebm  ■ 
yesterday. 

Mr.  Ckakx,  of  Ohio,  said  yrh&>  this  cm  <* 
first  brought  before  the  House,  I  snppw^J 
merely  involved  a  question  of  fac^  aoi  till' 
the  charge  was  suEtained  by  the  evidatoj^lk 
appropriate  punishment  would  follo»,  ■ ' 
necessary  consequence.  But  I  waa  nuitiM 
Some  gentiemen  wholly  deny  the  power  tf  ilj 
House  to  punish  contempts  and  brescbet  (> 
privilege;  others,  restricting  the  power  to  ffl 
narrowest  possilile  limits,  maintun  tint  I* 
peculiar  circumstancee  of  this  case  *''''* 
warrant  its  exercise.  I  shall  endeavor  to  dm 
that  the  charge  against  the  accused  is  foDl* 
tained  by  the  proof ;  that  the  House  dots  rip? 
fully  possess  the  power  to  punish ;  tai  tlial  Iv 
case  presents  a  fit  oocaaion  for  its  ^^'^^  Jt 
charge  is,  that  the  accused  committed  in  tsut 
and  battery  on  the  member  fiflm  0^^ 
words  spoken  in  debate  by  the  Uttff<  V* 
accused,  in  bis  answer,  admits  the  couuDi)^ 
of  the  assanlt  and  battery,  but,  liuw«ti  > 
counsel,  seeks  to  avaU  himself  of  •  no»eI  ^ 
of  defence ;  that  this  outrage  on  the  f"^ 
from  Ohio  was.  committed,  not  for  tl»  ^ 
made  by  him  in  this  Hdnsa,  but  for  tie  pum 
tioa  of  that  speech ;  and  his  refiissl  to  ws^ 
the  interrogatory  of  the  accused,  *''^''*'JT 
pnblication  was  a  correct  copy  of  t«  ?** 


i  0^  < 


Hat,  IBSa.] 


CtfHa/BamtdHaufbm. 


[H.«»B. 


rha  defence  is  not  sastained  bj'  the  eTidenoe, 
lad,  if  it  were,  it  would  not  aviul  the  afcoged. 

I  will  not  wiBta  the  time  of  the  Hoiue,  by  a 
(uDUte  recapttolation  of  the  teetimon;.  The 
uuwer  of  tiie  accused  doei  not  directly  deny 
ihat  the  act  was  conunitted  for  the  cbobo  bs- 
dgned  in  the  charge,  in  hie  letter  to  the  member 
^m  Ohio ;  he  makes  no  inquiry  or  oomptnlnt 
respocting  the  pnblioation ;  his  only  object  was 
»  asoertain  whether  tht^  pnblioBtion  was  a 
KMTect  repMt  of  the  speech.  For  anght  that 
ippears  in  the  tMtdmony,  the  accased  did  not 
mow  that  the  member  from  Ohio  had  any 
igeooy  In  the  pablieatioii,  antil  the  fact  waa 
itated  by  him  on  his  eiamination.  Bnt  if  any 
loabt  reated  on  this  point,  tt  would  be  oom- 
detely  removed  by  the  tesUmony  of  the  mem- 
Mr  from  Tennessee.  The  answer  of  the  acoosed 
»  the  well-meant  remonstrances  of  his  real 
Hand,  proves  the  temper  of  his  mind — proves 
wnolnsively  that  it  was  the  speech  delivered  in 
iai  House  which  mused  his  indignation,  and 
nfiamed  bis  thirst  for  vengeance ;  and  t^t  it 
rae  -a  mere  afterthought  to  ascribe  the  snbse- 
luent  outrage  to  the  pablioaUon  of  thjrt>  speech. 
[t  was  heres  in  this  Hall,  he  had  suffered  wrMig, 
ind  here  shoold  the  wrong  be  rightod.  The 
Mnirt  of  Heaven  itself  shoold  not  shield  the 
rroi^-doer.  The  ferocious  oont«mpt  of  all 
laoctioBB,  human  and  divine,  exhibited  In  tliat 
UBwer,  however  oharaoteristio  it  might  have 
Hen,  in  the  month  of  a  robber  chieftun,  "  with 
und  of  blood  and  brow  of  gloom,"  in  the  wx- 
Keoth  oentnry,  and  in  a  country  then  the  most 
awleas  and  worst  governed  in  Europe,  snrely 
■till  not  be  endured  in  this  enlightened  age  and 
dviliced  oonntry.  To  my  judgment,  the  evi- 
lence  establishes  Mly  and  incontrovertihiy, 
!hat  the  true  and  only  cause  of  this  outrage  is 
die  only  one  assigned  In  the  charge,  and  that 
^  accused  cannot  and  ought  not  to  evade  the 
wnaeqnenoes  of  this  act,  by  ascribing  it  to 
uufther  and  simulated  motive. 

But,  were  the  &ct  otherwise,  I  deny  that  the 
ledriona  of  the  English  courts,  in  the  cases  of 
Lord  AbiogdoD  and  of  Oreavy,  are  to  be  oon- 
rtdered  as  applicable  to,  or  authoritative  in,  this 
Bonntry.  Nor  would  the  defence  now  set  up 
Im  sastained  in  the  British  Hoose  of  Commons. 
By  the  law  of  that  conntry.  as  expounded  by 
its  Jndgea,  a  member  of  PartiameDt  is  not  re- 
iponnble  for  any  thing  said  by  him  in  debate, 
ixcept  to  the  House  of  which  he  is  a  member ; 
tint  tS  he  pnhllsh  his  speech  in  the  newspapers, 
dioDgh  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  an  erro- 
leons  report  made  without  his  privity  or  oon- 
lent,  this  act  of  publioatloD  renders  him  liable 
a  a  prosecntion,  if  the  published  speech  con- 
lains  matter  reflecting  on  the  character  and 
XHidnat  of  im  individuEil,  and  he  cannot  set  up 
lis  privilc^  as  a  bar  to  such  proseontion.  A 
jtarty  arraigned  before  the  House  of  Oommona 
Tor  an  asssolt  uid  battery  on  one  of  its  mem- 
Mrs,  urges  this  defence :-  True,  1  assanlted  and 
Mat  your  member ;  bot  the  act  was  done  for 
iie  paUioation  of  the  speech,  not  for  the  speech 


itself.  By  the  law  of  the  land,  a  member 
publishing  his  speech  may  be  prosecuted  as  a 
libeller ;  ergo,  a  member  publishing  his  speech 
may  be  assaulted  by  any  one  who  fancies  him- 
self injured  by  such  pablication,  and  your  rights 
are  untoached,  your  privileaes 'inviolate.  I 
deny  the  Ic^c  of  this  concluMon.  It  is  a  m#n 
wjuttur.  In  fact,  the  House  of  Commons  has 
always  punished  insults  and  personal  violence 
to  its  members,  l^om  whatever  cause,  aa  a 
breach  of  privilege. 

In  all  arguments  drawn  i^om  analogy,  we 
must  be  careful  that  the  cases  are  alike,  that 
there  is  no  essenttal  difierenoe  in  the  facta  and 
circumstances;  otherwise,  onr  reasoning  will 
be  inconclusive  and  erroneous.  Before  we 
adopt  and  naturalize  these  doctrines  of  Uie 
English  courts,  and  extend  their  application  to 
sncn  cases  as  the  one  now  before  us,  let  us 
compare  the  difference  in  the  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  institntions  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  one  is  a  monarchy,  of  which  the 
secrecy  in  counsel  is  a  constituent  quality ;  the 
other  a  republic,  of  which  publicity  is  the  life 
and  sool.  In  England,  in  a  prosecntion  for  an 
alleged  libel,  the  tm^  of  the  charge  cannot 
be  pven  in  evidence ;  here,  truth  may  be  freely 
puUished,  whether  it  affectsQovemment,ma^s- 
tracy,  or  individuals,  if  euoh  publication  be  made 
from  good  motivee,  and  for  JnBtifiable  ends. 

"  Tne  two  Houses  of  Parliament,"  I  qnot« 
Hallam's  Constitutional  History  of  England, 
vol.  8,  p.  8B8,  "  are  supposed  to  deliberate  with 
closed  doors.  It  is  always  competent  for  any 
one  member  to  insist  that  strangers  be  ex- 
cluded ;  not  on  any  special  gronnd,  bnt  by 
merely  enforcing  the  standing  order  for  that 
purpose.  It  has  been  several  times  resolved 
that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  privilege  to  publish 
any  speeches  or  proceedings  of  the  f^oromons; 
thougli  they  have  since  directed  their  own  votes 
and  resolutions  to  be  printed."  It  waa  re- 
solved, Mm.  em.,  February  2S,  17SB,  that  "it 
is  an  indignity  to,  and  a  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  House,  for  any  person  to  g^ve,  in  written 
or  printed  newspapers,  any  acooant  or  minutes 
of  the  debates  or  otber  proceedings  of  this 
House,  or  of  any  committee  thereof;  and  that, 
upon  discovery  of  the  authors,  Ac,  this  House 
will  proceed  against  the  offenders  with  the 
utmost  severity."  In  IT88,  the  resolution  was 
repeated  in  nearly  the  same  words.  On  tlie 
80th  of  April,  1747,  Gave,  the  editor  of  the 
Gentleman  8  Magazine,  was  brought  to  the  bar 
for  publishing  the  House's  debates;  he  denied 
that  he  retained  any  person  in  pay  to  make  the 
_.  ..  1 ._     .  .     «,  I  .J  contrition, 

payment  of  the  fees. 

Look  at  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  Ameri- 
can Congress.  So  far  from  this  secrecy,  this 
caution  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance  of  our 
proceedings,  every  fticility  is  aSarAeA,  and  great 
expense  is  incurred,  to  give  publicity  to  them. 
Extra  copies  of  important  public  documents  arc 
printed,  and  scattered  through  the  whole  conn- 
try,  for  public  information.  Initead  of  conniving 
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at  reporten,  u  in  Enj^and,  admitting  them  ea 
it  vere  bj  Btealth,  aod  McntiDg  them  behind 
the  [dltan  ot  Uiq  gallwiM,  here  the?  are  ad- 
mitted of  right;  fon  awapi  them  conspicnoas 
BtatJons  in  the  Hall,  and,  in  fact,  conetitnte 
them  officers  of  the  HooHe.  1  know  that  thove 
mlea  and  orders  of  Pariiament,  thongh  nnrc' 
p«s]ed,  are  obsolete ;  tlut  the  debates  of  both 
EoaBes  are  freely  and  fnlly  pablishod ;  and  the 
intelligent  writer  to  whom  I  have  referred, 
attribntw  the  improvement,  nay,  even  the 
preservation,  of  the  British  oonsdtutdon,  to  this 
eiroomatsnoe.  "Perhaps,"  ia  his  langoage, 
"  the  constitntion  could  not  have  etood  so  long, 
or  rather  would  have  stood  like  a  naeleaa  and 
ontonaated  mansion,  if  this  nnlawfnl  means  had 
not  kept  Qp  a  perpetnal  interooiirM,  a  renpro- 
ritj  of  innoenoe,  between  the  ParUament  and 
the  people."  But  a  oormpt  Honae  of  Com- 
mons, imbued  with  the  slavish  dootrines  of  a 
former  age,  anzions  t«  mozile  the  press,  to 
shroud  their  proceedings  in  seoreoy ,  waj  aronse 
those  sleeping  lions,  and  will  do  so,  whenever 
they  believe  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  broken 
to  snbmissioQ. 

Are  the  representatives  of  the  Amerioan 
people  prepared  to  admit  the  doctrine  that  a 
member  cannot  publish  hie  speech,  however 
truly  and  faithfolly,  withoat  divesting  himself 
of  his  privilege  1  Jfo  reporter,  however  skilftil, 
can  report  with  perfect  aacoraoy  the  language 
•nd  sentiments  of  a  speaker.  Is  it  not  noto- 
rious that,  if  you  deny  to  a  member  the  right 
of  revising  and  correcting  the  notes  of  the 
report«r,  his  speech  must  go  ont  to  his  ooniti- 
tuenta,  and  to  the  public,  mutilated,  distorted, 
and  misrepresented  t  Are  gentlemen  aware  of 
the  oonseqaenoee  of  this  rigorous  eiclnsion  of 
the  right  of  revision  and  correction  t  Why, 
speeches,  as  delivered  here  sometimes,  resemble 
bear-cobs,  which  are  licked  into  shape  only 
when  they  approach  the  preaa. 

Fmdat,  May  11. 
Gate  of  SoMiuA  HoMMUm, 
The  House  resumed  the  case  of  Samuel  Houston. 
tir.  Ebkb,  of  Uoryland,  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  in 
the  decision  of  this  question  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  this  Union  are  involved.  It  goes  to 
the  foundation  of  the  Qovemment;  it  strikes 
at  the  root  of  liberty ;  it  may  realize  the  boding 


tiono: 

of  *'  .     .    . 

themselves  agmnst  violence,  and  external  Influ- 
ence and  control,  by  whom  shall  they  be  pro- 
tected) By  what  laws,  by  what  judgment,  or 
by  what  tribunals  can  they  be  preserved ) 

Sir,  we  are  alMOt  to  dedde  a  case  in  whioh, 
it  is  true,  the  righta  and  privileges  of  a  private 
citiien  are  involved,  oa  well  as  the  privileges 
of  the  whole  people,  in  the  persons  of  their 
immediate  representatives.  Thedignity  of  this 
people  is  thns  brought  iato  question  by  the 
conduct  of  the  accused.    To  tbe  high  tribnnAl 
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of  pnbHo  opinion,  and  t( 
tuenta,  we  must  ^  ■ — 
we  may  now  adopt. 
to  deliberate  calmly,  and  to  dende  vtt  ■ 
enlightened  judgment,  npon  *  Mae  m  ^» 
tant ;  and  he  who  Inata  tbe  qneatioD  fi^. 
cannot,  I  think,  either  joaQT  appiwwa  tb 
character  of  oar  Qovernmrait,  or  R^  ii 
permanoicy  of  ita  free  instftntiona. 

The  first  <jneati(»  bdi>te  tlM  Howtia,  wMt 
Samuel  Honeton  is  guilty  of  a  brcwi jfk 
privileges.  Thia  bemg  decided  lAimM). 
will  draw  after  {t,as1  tnut  IshaBfRwir 
reason  and  aoUMmty,  the  pow«r  of  pawv^ 
as  well  aa  the  kind  and  extent  of  it  Bat  A 
question  involves  an  inquiry  into  the  Bstatal 
extent  of  onrprivilegea,aaa  matter  of  ctaAik 
tional  right  and  power,  and  iato  tbe  paiti^ 
&iete  whioh  are  sJleged  to  hnve  oonstMid  d> 
transgression  imputed  to  the  •oookA. 

I  listened,  sir,  to  the  d^mee  whkk  m 
offered  by  the  learned  eonnael  fbrHMsoM 
not  only  with  a  req»ectfid  aod  deroted  M» 
ti<Hi,  (an  att«itiim  greal^  h^faUnsd  t?  Ai 
interest  of  andent  fnendMbip,)  But  witk  s  ^ 
anxiety  to  be  informed  npon  tkto  veigli^^ 
tion.  I  felt  every  dispoeatioB  to  qftad^ 
eloquence,  aod  I  could  not  bnt  MBWtii«» 
mire  his  ingennity ;  bat  hia  oonstitnluad  M 
l^al  interpretations  I  was  oompcffled  wMr> 
repudiate.  The  learned  coonset,  and  btaitdik 
members  too,  have  talked  of  jmvilegM  a^ 
fined  and  nndefinaUe ;  and  tbe  c«usel  4  ■ 
accuswl  oomplained,  even  to  tiie  lart,aiit)i 
was  in  some  degree  of  ignorance  of  tbe<k^ 
alleg«d  against  his  oUent.  He  e]aiiiMd,atli4 
that  one  inalienable  right  belcmged  to  the  » 
ten — that,  before  he  ia  put  npon  his  Md,* 
shall  know  and  nndeisana  tlM  MMsatian^a* 
him.  In  the  eloqnent  and  ingi"'""  vam 
these  were  the  oommonplaoM^  I  wU  MtJ 
the  tricka,  of  tbe  advocate ;  bnt,  in  hw™| 
members,  with  «  fall  knowlega  of  tbe  **■ 
with  the  constitatioB  in  their  bsnd«  twa 
grave  doubts  and  subtleties  did,  I  eonAs^v 
prise  me.  The  aocnsed  himself  Ha^sp*^ 
such'  &stidions  hesitation  on  ttus  pent-  o* 
affected  not  to  mismiderstand  tbe  ehaist-  ^ 
confessed  the  violent  act  charged  npMi  I^^ 
avoided  its  lesal  oonseqneooe,  by  desing''* 
intent  impnted,  or  that  he  has  ""■""'""'V 
breach  of  oonstitntional  privilege.  Thtoi^ 
at  leugth  supposed  tbat  "  the  main  d>i^>*!' 
that  of  assauttingamemberforwoidf^^' 
debate,  and,  therel^,  oommitting  >  brew  ■  ■ 
the  privil^^  of  this  Hooae ; "  uA.  la*  ■ 
boldly  s^d  he  would  undertake  In  *^°^!yl 
no  such  privilege  belongs  to  a  mcoiber  rf* 
House,  as  to  be  ftee  from  aaaanlt  fer  w* 
spoken  in  debate,  unless  it  were  in  tbe  ^* 
or  on  his  way  to  or  from  the  Hoo**;  "J^ 
so  far  as  tbe  power  of  thia  Boms t™*r 
extended  for  hu  proteotioo,  or  br  tto7»«- 
ment  of  the  offender. 

Sir,  both  the  privilege  and  tbe  '[WM'J'S 
of  a  violation  of  it  were  r^reeentgd  it »'" 
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SonstoBiraalnfonnedfromtheOhairlliBthehad 
tiarge  of  having 
Stambkkict,  a 
member  of  the  Honse  of  BepresentAtiTe*  of  the 
[Tnited  Statei  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  words 
ipoken  b;  him,  in  his  pisoe,  as  a  member  of  this 
Bonae,  id  debate  upon  a  qneadoo  then  pending 
Mfore  the  Honse.  Moreover,  air,  a  oopy  of  the 
atter  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  oontaiiuDg  an 
txaet  qieaificatJon  of  the  ali^ftd  oatrage,  was 
lelirered  to  the  aeonaed.  I  reoite  these  pro- 
wediBga  to  meet  the  exQ^aordinfuy  argoment  of 
ihe  oonnael,  and  to  show  the  fallacy  of  the 
Aatamenta  which  have  been  made  of  the  case, 
rhey  prove  that  the  party  had  notice,  the 
neat  formal  and  [weoiac^  «f  the  natnre  of  the 
iharge,  that  tUa  wa*  known  to  his  oonnael,  and 
mown  to  every  mranber  of  this  Honae. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Bpeaker,  refer  to  the  fonnda- 
;ian  of  that  power  which  it  ia  proposed  to  exer- 
)iae  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  oonclade 
hab  the  privilegeB  oonferred  by  tiie  oonatitation 
neidentally  and  nMessarily  embrace  the  power 
uponiah  any-violation  of  them. 

By  Hie  aixth  aeetJon  of  the  first  artiole  of  the 
MMMtitatioQ,  ptivikRee  of  members  are  thns 
lefined:  "They  duul  in  all  oases,  ezoept  trea- 
■OS,  Mony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  prlv- 
le^ed  frmtt  arrest  during  their  att«nd&noe  at 
lie  seasion  of  their  reapeotive  Honaee,  and  in 
pang  to  and  retaminK  from  the  same ;  and  fbr 
my  speech  or  debate  in  either  Honae  Uiey  shall 
lot  M  qaeetioned  in  any  other  place."  Bera, 
ar,  are  aa  plain  and  clear  definitions  of  the 
Kivileges  of  members,  as  language  oonld  ex- 
ireis.  Here  are  rales  of  action  and  of  right, 
Mt  hnng  np  on  hi^,  like  the  laws  of  the 
iloody  tyrant,  whioh  have  been  allnded  to,  but 
>Uiii]y  set  down  in  the  ooostitation,  and  in  this 
ittle  mannal,  where  he  who  runs  may  read, 
rhe  privilege  is  defined,  and  any  violudon  of 
t  is  an  ofl^noe  againat  the  eonstitatdon,  and 
MCMrity,  if  nothing  alaa^  givea  the  law  of  pnn- 
ahtnent  TheM  ia,  too^  a  neoenary  connection 
Ntweeo  a  breach  of  the  privileges  thns  defined 
■nd  a  pnnlahment  of  the  offender,  by  restr^nt, 
Inring  the  period  of  their  continnanoe ;  and  yet 
o  adopt  the  nice  dbtinctlon  which  haa  been  set 
ip  by  some  gentlemen  between  preventive  and 
'Stribntive  punishment,  as  Idd  down  by  them, 
»onld  refine  away  the  whole  efficacy  of  the 
irivilege,  and  the  power  of  preserving  it 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  ftamers  of  our 
jonstitntion  were  well  versed  in  parliamentary 
liatory,  and  w«(«  aware  ot  the  prindple  lud 
town  in  the  Engiiah  anthoritiea,  that  privilegea 
<t  Parliament  wen  left  sndefined,  beoanae  they 
vera  said  to  be  andefinable,  and  that  their  dig- 
■ity  and  independanoe  were  preaerved  by  keep- 
ng  their  privileges  indefinite,  and  that,  tbere- 
bre,  in  oar  constitction,'pririlege  wae  limited, 
fbe  framers  of  the  oonmtatlon  have,  at  least,  i 
ianij  and  pmdently  defined  those  privileges  ' 
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which  are  essential  to  the  free  and  independent 
action  of  repreaentativea,  although  they  left 
the  mode  of  protecting  them  to  the  law,  which 
necessity  and  the  natnre  of  things  conferred. 

The  privilege  now  in  qneetion  is  plainly  set 
down  in  this  constttntion,  which  all  know.  It 
is  therein  proclaimed  that  a  memtier  shall  not 
be  questioned  elsewhere  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate. Snt  it  is  contended  that,  as  no  expresa 
power  is  granted  to  pimish  a  breach  of  this 
privilege,  tais  Hoose  cannot  exercise  any  power 
over  the  party  interfering  with  it,  althongh  it 
la  adn)itt«d  tliat  within  it«  own  walls  it  may 
inflict  punishment  for  any  disturbance  of  its 
proceedings  there.  Bnch  doctrines  amount  to 
a  totd  abrogation  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
•tituticHi,  whilst  the  admissions  of  those  who 
hold  tliem  prove  their  absurdity,  and  establish 
the  opposite  oonstruction. 

The  privilege  declared  waa  intended  to  secure 
to  the  Honse,  in  the  persons  of  its  members, 
or  rather  to  the  people  whom  they  represent, 
free,  nninflueaoed,  and  nndisturbed  deliberation. 
The  power  of  legixlation,  with  which  the 
oonstitution  has  invet-ted  each  Honse  of  Con- 
gress, necessarily  includes  the  right  and  the 
¥)wer  to  deliberate  freely  and  without  restraint, 
his  freedom  cannot  exist  without  the  power 
of  self-protection.  The  means  of  legislation 
are  inherent  in  the  power  to  l^^islate ;  they 
are  incidental,  beoanse  the  power  cannot  other- 
wiseexitt.  If  the  House  has  anv  self-protecting 
power,  it  Is  not  because  it  1^  in  aziy  case, 
specially  ^ven,  but  because  it  is  easential  to 
enable  it  to  perform  its  ftmotions :  and,  to  this 
end,  it  mnst  prcaerve  the  liberty  and  safety  of 
its  members,  so  as  to  enforce  th^r  attendants. 
These  pHvil^es,  and  the  enforcement  of 
them,  are  the  essential  means  of  eiotdung 
the  power  to  legislate.  They  are  not  con- 
ferred as  personal  honors  or  matinetions  npon 
individoals,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  people; 
hence,  they  do  not  attend  ua  at  onr  homes  in 
tiie  recess,  bat  are  limited  to  the  period  of  our 
service  of  the  people,  and  c^ase  with  the  neces- 
sity which  createa  them.  Therefore,  sir,  those 
wise  and  patriotic  men  who  framed  onr  consti- 
tution, with  such  knowledge  of  the  essential 
natnre  of  these  legislative  privileges,  and  of  the 
stm^les  of  the  English  Parliament  to  muntaln 
them,  would  never  nave  eent  it  unfinished  from 
th^r  hands,  had  they  not  been  perfectiy  oon< 
vineed,  from  reason  and  analt^,  that  the  inct- 
dental  power  to  enforce  the  prinlegea  they  de- 
fined would  necessarily  be  inferred.  And  on 
whom  has  the  constitution  oonferred  this  power 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  privileges  so  oleariy 
^ven  to  the  Senators  and  Bepreeentatives  in 
Congress  t 

Sir,  it  is  on  each  Honae,  not  on  the  Congress ; 
and  in  each  Honse  neoessarilf  ariaes  die  hiu- 
dental  power  of  preaerrins  ita  existenee,  and 
enabling  itself  to  discharge  the  deliberative  and 
legislative  fnnctiona,  which  that  oonstitntion 
expressly  aaelgns  to  it.  By  looking  to  any 
other  branch  or  department  of  the  Goivemment 
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for  prot«atioii,  this  Hoom  at  once  ^vee  Dp  its 
i[idep«nd«Dce  and  its  verj  existence.  If  we 
call  npon  the  Senate,  it  haa  merelj  the  utoe 
power  01  onreelves,  in  reference  to  its  ovn 
twdj— not  to  ouM,  If  yon  refer  to  the  Exeo- 
ntive,  it  has  no  power  eflpeoially  given  for 
jonr  protection;  and  the  jnoiciary,  in  ita  dow 

Erocees,  maj  leave  700  to  perish,  or  to  be 
icked  ont,  like  the  Bump  Parliament  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  present  prot«ction  that  yon  want. 
If  jon  attempt  to  pan  laws  specially  to  define 
and  secnre  your  pnvileges,  and  pnoi^  the  Tiola- 
tion  of  them,  the  Benate  will  t«]l  you  that  you 
already  have  the  power,  or  they  may  not  agree 
to  yoar  syetem,  or  the  Executive  may  veto  it. 
Thns,  one  braoob  of  the  L^slature,  by  throw- 
ing itself  npon  the  other  for  protection,  gives 
Dp  the  efBoacy  of  that  power  of  independent 
self-preaerraUon  which  the  oonstiti^tion  clearly 
intended  to  bestow  on  each ;  and,  by  a  reliance 
on  the  Eiecntive  sanction,  both  Eonses  would 
Hnbmit  themselves  to  the  footstool  of  Preeiden- 
tial  caprice. 

Bnt,  sir,  the  very  admissioit,  which  is  made 
on  all  nands,  of  the  right  to  pnnish  others  than 
members  for  contempts  committed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  House,  isan  admission  of  the  power 
to  punish  for  contempts,  by  intimidation  or  vio- 
lence, ont  of  the  House ;  because  there  is  no 
exprcM  antbority  or  jKiwer  given  in  the  one 
case  more  than  in  the  other.  An  egress  pow- 
er is  only  given  to  the  Honac  to  pnnuh  its  own 
meniherB  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  even  to 
expel  them ;  hat  I  have  seen  or  heard  it  ob- 
aerved  that  tliat  power  was  given  to  obviate  a 
poantde  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  members 
representing  the  other  States  to  restrain  any 
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representative  of  a  BtBt«  equally  entitled  to  act, 
Inhis  ■■       ■■  ■  - 

dnly  rastr^ned  to  order. 


the  free  action  of  aU  that  every  one  si 


This  concession  of  the  power  to  pmiish  fw 
acts  committed  within  the  walls  of  toe  House, 
relinquishes  the  whole  ground  of  the  argument, 
which  is  the  want  of  an  express  grant,  for  there 
is  no  express  power  to  pnnisli  others  uian  mem- 
bers ;  and  why  should  this  Honse  he  at  liberty 
to  exercise  any  unwanted  power  to  punish  acts 
committed  within  its  walla,  any  more  than  for 
those  committed  beyond  themt  The  illastra- 
tion  of  this  argument  has  become  familiar  by 
repetition :  the  object  is  to  protect  members  in 
the  free  exercise  of  their  deliberative  fmicttona, 
and  la  freedom  of  debate.  If  a  man  be  lieaten 
and  disabled  as  he  is  leaving  the  Honae,  or  at 
his  lodgings,  or  in  the  street,  whilst  he  is  here 
at  the  seat  of  the  legislative  session,  or  is  ques- 
tioned, and  intimidated  by  bladgeons,  is  not  the 
inconvenience,  and  the  violation  of  his  privilege, 
the  samet  Is  not  the  influence  to  iutermpt  the 
free  exercise  of  his  functions  the  suinet 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  discuss,  in  a 
very  brief  manner,  the  qneetion  of  fact.  Is  the 
chaise  proved  ?  The  nature  of  the  charge  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  fully  before 
oa.    Do  the  fiiots  proved  support  the  allegation 


of  the  violence  having  beea  conmutud  aib 
perstm  of  the  member  from  Ohio  witttiki 
tent  and  for  the  cause  intpnted  1 

The  oonnsel  noticed  two  minor  dur^l 
he  called  them,)  that  of  the  mtmlw  tari^ 
I>een  beaten  so  aa  to  have  been  kepcfiDBii  ] 
seat  in  this  House,  or  having  beenbcstaa  : 
his  way  to  a  member  of  the  Senate  mbtna  I 
I  presume,  ur,  it  can  make  no  poeaUeifc-  | 
ence  in  the  case,  where  he  wasbealai,ift(  , 
assault  was  committed  on  account  rf  ni  , 
spoken  in  debate.  That  the  aesaolt  and  btUE; 
was  committed,  has  been  amply  provtd:  uL 
in  what  manner  t  Much  has  been  aii,  s. 
about  the  provocation,  and  whether  iht  tOv 
ordinary  violence  was  induced  by  tix^Mc^ 
or  the  publication  of  the  speech ;  bat  <n  ^ 
is  clear-— that,  if  any  case  coold  occBrteolfi 
a  solemn  investigation  bjr  this  HoniedfiUn' 
lst«d  di^ty  in  the  Dttaon  of  «te  of  he  b» 
bers,  it  IS  to  be  seen  In  the  enomuty  oCfttt- 
tack  upon  the  person  of  the  member  GroaWi 
Shall  I  hold  up  to  you  the  picture  of  Ihic  sn- 
actioa  from  the  evidence  which  has  bea  |iia 
of  itt  I  willnot  do  so  to  influence  your iw 
bnt  to  bring  to  them  thetmeDatureaflketK 
you  are  caQed  npon  to  decide.  .It  isUp^ 
liefore  you  the  member  from  Ohio^  u  ibti?' 
reeentative  of  an  importsot  State,  in  the  KM 
oonditiDn  to  which  the  exercise  of  lus  wMtv 
tional  privilege  here  has  reduced  hiin,HiB 
put  to  a  f^  test  the  duties  which  weonb 
ourselves  and  the  people  whwo  ve  rqcoA 
and  more  especially  to  the  ooustibwiits  d  ix 
member.  I  willresdfr^m  thedepasitioD<Jili 
honorable  Senator  from  Uiseonii,  (Ur.  Bra- 
NIB,)  his  account  of  the  reDoontre,  from  thtfS 
meeting  of  the  aocnsed  and  the  member  tm 
Ohio,  m  the  total  prostration  of  the  litur:    ; 

Houston  was  stsndinR  not  directly  boat  ^ 

pilings,  but  rkther  qiutrtenag  towards  it,  ud  V' 

teringtome;  without  answering  mj  quMiia,)> 

appeared  to  shift  the  podllon  of  bu  tert   I  ■* 

nothing  at  the  ttme,  but  aoon  ^scoTcred  k  pM^ 

an  coming  across  the  Avenoe,  and  pretn  am*  1 

I,  and  near  to  the  pavenleat ;  at  the  tiaiHj  1 

_3t  recogniie  the  individusl  when  I  first  otsBo*  ! 

hJTti^  but  u  lie  approached  DCAier,  and  ni  io  ^ 

I  of  pntUng  his  foot  npon  tbepaTcmaU,!^ 

rered  tt  to  be  Hr.  SriJ^BKaar.    Itoecmnd^ 

diaCetj  to  me  that  there  would  be  1  iiBeekj  tr 

>en  them,   having  nnderatood  preFiDiulj  ^ 

there    had    been    dissatisTaction     belvew    tlta 

Houston  did  not  reply  lo  my  qoeslion.    AtS* 

Biaai  approached  nearer,  he  appeared  U  bka 

bis  place.     Houston  asked  if  that  was  Mr.  Sta^ 

~    he  replied,  very  politely,  and  bomag  B  " 

3  time,  '  yes,  sir ;'  then,  said  HoiisWn,  jt*J^ 

lamued  rascal,  siid  with  that  atrackbiB™' 

stick  which  he  held  in  his  hand.    SMnraidR' 

np  hU  buids  over  bis  head,  and  stsigBril"- 

hie  hat  feU  oO;  and   he    exolataMd,-'OkJ>» 

Houston  continued  te  follnw  him  ap^  aid  im«i^ 

to   strike    him.    After    leoeiviog   sevenl  v*^ 

blows,  STAXBsaBT  turned,  as  I  thought,  N  ry  * 

Houston  at  that  moment  aprmlg  apoo  ^"T 

rear,  SiairauBi'a  aims  hanguig  don,  iflowF 
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lefeBceleu.  He  wied  liioi,  tai  attempted  to  throw 
ilm,  but  w«s  not  sble  to  do  bo.  Btambibbt  unied 
tim  about  on  the  parement  lome  little  time  ^ 
rhethar  he  eitiioated  himaelT,  or  HooitoD  thnut 
lin  from  him,  I  am  not  able  to  determine, 
hought  ha  tbriut  him  irom  him;  as  he  passed  him, 
le  struck  him,  and  gars  him  a  trip;  Stanbkkbt 
VI:  when  he  fell  he  still  conCiaued  to  halloo;  in- 
le«d,  be  lullooed  alt  the  time  pretty  much,  except 
rhen  they  were  Bcuffiag.  I  saw  Stahbirbt,  anj-i 
■aring  receirod  sereral  blows,  put  out  both  handt 
n  ttaH  way,  he  then  Iving  on  bis  back.  I  did  nol 
UMOTer  what  «u  in  bis  hands,  or  If  anj  thing  was; 
lot  I  heard  a  sound  like  the  mapping  of  a  gun  lock, 
ind  I  saw  particles  of  fire.  Houston  appeared  ti 
alie  bold  of  Stikbikbt's  bands,  and  took  some 
Ung  fhim  tbem,  whicb  I  conld  oot  see.  ASte 
liat,  Houston  stood  op  more  erect,  still  b«KtiO| 
tTAHBBBBT  with  a  Stick  orer  the  head,  anas,  aoi 
Mes  ;  9iAHBSiutT  sdll  Icvpt  his  hands  spread  out 
Uter  Houston's  giring  bim  streral  other  blows,  hi 
aj  on  his  back  and  put  up  bis  feet ;  Houston  iben 
itroek  himelsewhere,  Ur.SrANSiBKT,  Uterbkvlog 
eceired  severKl  blows,  ceased  to  halloo,  and  lay,  ~~ 
[  thought,  perfectly  stiU.  All  this  time  I  hud  n 
ipoken  to  either  of  the  parties,  or  interfered  In  any 

Buuer  whatsTer.     1  now  thought  Stihi 

>adly  hurt,  or  perhaps  killed,  from  the  i 
f  hich  he  lay.  I  stepped  up  to  Houston  to  tell  him 
o  desist,  but,  wttbont  being  spokeu  to,  he  quit  of 
ds  own  accord,  lit.  Stahbebkt  then  got  up  on  his 
^t,  and  I  thcD  Mtr  tfae  pistol  in  tbe  right  band  of 
JoTenioT  Houston  for  the  first  time." 

Snoh  Is  tbe  evidanee  of  the  honorable  Senator. 
With  re«peot  to  tbe  witness,  I  will  sajonl^one 
ironl:  "Mine  enemy's  dog,  hftd  he  bit  me," 
ihoold  not  have  died  that  death  iti  mj  pres- 
iDce.  And  it  ia  eud  that  otir  proceedtoga,  in 
mch  ■  case  as  thia,  will  be  decided  by  tbe 
Mople.  I  trast,  air,  that  ^Dtlemen  are  greatly 
niataken.  The  people  will  regard  the  powers 
vith  which  tbey  have  inveBted  us,  and  they 
■ill  bold  OS  responsible  for  the  doe  exertion  of 
hem  for  tbe  vindication  of  the  privilege  of  every 
nember  of  our  body.  If  any  man  comd  be  more 
iboMd  and  d^raded  in  bia  person  hy  the  vio- 
ODoe  of  another,  I  know  not  bow  ;  and  are  we 
it  liberty  to  turn  off  the  corapluntof  tbe  mam- 
Mr  from  Ohio,  and  condemn  him  to  loss  of 
fste  becanse  his  piatol  misaed  Are  7  Shall  we 
ladertake  to  degrade  him  from  tbe  right  of  pro- 
eetion  and  the  privileges  of  this  Honae  oom- 
atm  to  na  all,  nnder  tbe  provirioos  of  tbe  con- 
titntion,  becanse  be  proved  ao  tmfortnnata  aa 
lot  to  have  killed  bis  assailant  ?  Shall  I  asl^ 
ir,  what  else  he  oonld  have  done  t  Some  of 
Ls  might  affect  to  make  a  ready  answer ;  but 
re  have  uovertrled,  and  therefore  cannot  know, 
he  diSctilties  of  ancb  a  moment  of  dlscomfltnra 
jid  impanding  destrnotioa. 

Tho  counsel  for  Cba  aoonsed  baa  taken  a  view 
>f  tbe  conduct  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  wbicb 
B  wholly  nnanpported  by  the  evidence,  and 
laa,  with  tbe  aia  of  imagination,  rapreaanted 
lim  aa  a  man  arming  bimaelf  for  an  affray,  and 
nang  forth  aa  an  avgressor,  and  bo  has  more 
luin  intimated  the  onaraotar  of  the  oot,  in  tbe 
lye  of  the  law,  had  he  aaooMiftdly  inaintaiDed 


tha  fight.  Sir,  tbe  evidenoe  wholly  reflites  thia 
statement.  Although  the  member  had  be^ 
informed  that  !t  was  mmored  that  the  accused 
meant  to  sboot  him  in  the  street,  and  had  been 
advised  by  a  friend  to  prepare  to  defend  bim- 
aelf. and  altbongh  be  hod  armed  himself  accord' 
ingly,  he  was  afterwards  thrown  off  bis  guard 
by   varions   circomstances,  and  carried  but   a 


expectation  of  meeting  the  aocusad,  he  was  sad' 
denly  accosted  by  the  accused,  and  instantly 
struck  down  with  a  bladgeon.  Whilst  proatrato 
beneath  his  assailant,  and  aa  ha  continued  to 
strike  him  with  great  violence,  be  got  bis  band 
npon  his  pistol,  (liis  only  weapon  and  bis  only 
possible  means  of  defence,)  and  endeavored  to 
diacbarge  it.  He  did  not  draw  the  pistol  till 
he  was  beaten  to  the  gronnd,  and  was  lyins 
helpless,  and  in  the  hands  of  his  adversary ;  ana 
he  resorted  to  tbe  pistol,  aa  he  had  a  strict  legal 
right  todo,  to  save  himself  fKim  tbe  probability 
of  impending  death  or  great  bodily  barm.  And 
so  it  would  have  stood  in  tbe  eye  of  the  law, 
npon  tbe  settled  role  of  self-defence,  in  any 
jadicial  forum. 

For  what  was  thia  ignominious  chastisement 
inflicted)  It  is  alleged  to  have  been  for  a 
speech  of  the  member  frmn  Ohio,  made  in  thia 
House,  in  a  debate  on  a  subject  pending  before 
iL  In  that  speech  was  a  passage  importing  a 
charge  npon  the  late  Secretary  of  War  of  an  at- 
tempt made  by  bim  frandulently  to  give  to  the 
accnaed  tbe  contract  fbr  Indian  ratioaa.  I  am 
ot  to  undertake  to  maintain  this  allegation  of 

fraud,  in  order  to  support  tbe  argument  I  have 
1  band.  It  is  anfflcient  to  aay  that  this  House, 
having  an  inqnisitorial  power  over  all  high 
officers  of  the  Government,  ia  the  proper  plac* 
'  '  a  f^ir  inqniry  into  every  species  of  oorrapt 

improper  condnct  in  tbem,  whicb  the  orw- 
nary  tribunals  of  Jnstioe  cannot  reach;  and  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  who  comes  to 
the  knowledge  of  frandnlent  praotioea'  in  the 
officers  or  departments  of  the  Govommont,  to 
communicate  the  information  to  this  Honiie, 

)  must  do  this,  however,  imder  a  respontdbility 

this  Hoas&  and  to  public  opinion.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  sabject  to  which  tbe  member 
from  Ohio  so  emphatioally  alluded  in  his  ob- 
noiiouB  speech,  and  I  have  no  sympathy  or 
pardclpati(»i  in  the  charge,  more  tiien  any 
other  member  of  thia  House ;  and  I  speak  merely 
in  reference  to  the  privilege  of  speech  and  de- 
bate, which  is  secured  to  every  member  on  tbia 
floor  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  oonatitn- 
tion.  For  myself  I  would  never  give  n^  sano- 
tion  or  conntenance  to  light  and  frivolous  in- 
timations of  fraudulent  practices  in  any  officer 
of  Government;  but,  if  1  should  become  master 
'  any  such  secret,  and  of  ancb  facts  and  otr- 

ustances  as  would  convince  the  mind  of  a 
reasonable  man  of  the  reality  of  their  existenoe, 


iMsly,    Whit,  then,  has  tbe  member  Arom  Ohio 


»  I         I 


B-mtB.] 

done  in  hU  place  t  He  bu  alleged  a  corrupt 
design  on  the  part  of  the  1»1«  Secretary  of  War 
In  on  important  transaction,  in  which  an  official 
dntj  haa  devolved  onhiui,  and  he  went, further, 
and  charged  the  President  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  bnun««s.  He  moreover  gave  his  reasons 
for  his  belief  in  the  facts  alleged,  and  referred 
in  part  to  his  antbority.  Sir,  that  member  and 
every  other  is  amenable  to  this  Hoase,  even  in 
the  penalty  of  expnUion,  for  a  groas,  false 
clamor ;  bat  his  privilege  of  freedom  of  speeoh 
and  debate  here  cannot  be  coDstitotiooally  or 
le^Uy  questioned  in  an;  other  place.  An  in- 
qniry  into  frands  or  oormptjons  m  any  branch 
of  the  Government  ia  too  important  to  the  in- 
teresU  of  the  people  to  be  stifled  by  violence  oi 
intimidation,  even  from  individnals  who  may 
deem  themselvee  nnjnstlr-aecoaed. 

In  En^and,  it  u  an  established  principle,  and 
a  role  settled  even  by  Uieir  ooorta,  that  a  mem- 
ber in  his  place  may  make  a  ohorge  or  propose 
an  inquiry  npon  common  fame ;  and  here  the 
ooQstitntion  has  given  an  eqaal  freedom  of 
speech  and  debate.  It  is  a  freedom  of  debate 
and  a  liberty  of  action,  with  which  tJiis  House 
is  invested  by  the  people,  in  order  that  it  may 
■observe  their  own  great  paramonot  interests. 

I  cannot,  Mr.  Speaker,  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  member  irom  Ohio  was  qaes- 
tioned  and  beaten  for  his  speech  made  in  this 
Hoase,  and  I  do  not  perceive  how  it  is  possible 
from  the  evidence  to  come  to  any  other  con- 
clusion, notwithstanding  all  ihe  subtlety  that 
haa  been  practised  to  disprove  it. 

The  speech  of  tlie  member  was  delivered  in 
the  Uouse  on  the  Slat  of  March,  and  was  pnb- 
lished  in  the  Intellwencer  on  Monday  the  Sd 
instant.  The  note  of  the  accused  was  dated  on 
the  Bd,  and  delivered  on  the  jtli,  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Tennessee,  (ai.  C.  JohnsoKj) 
to  the  meml>er  from  Ohio.  "  The  object  of  this 
note  is  to  ascertain  whether  my  name  was  nsed 
by  yon  in  debate ;  and,  if  so,  whether  yonr  re- 
marks have  been  correctly  qnoted."  Snob  is 
its  tenor.  The  reply  was  (dated  on  the  4th, 
but  not  delivered  till  the  6th) — "  I  cannot  rec- 
ognize the  right  of  Mr.  Houston  to  make  this 
request"  Throughout  all  the  conversation  of 
'  the  aocased  with  his  friend,  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee,  not  a  syllable  was 
ever  said  by  him  about  the  publication  as  dis- 
tinct {torn  the  debate ;  and  Uiis  tqipears,  not- 
withstanding tlie  close  examination  of  an  hon- 
orable member  to  that  point.  The  witness 
aaid,  indeed,  in  answer  to  the  qnestion,  that  he 
certainly  thought  that  the  accused  felt  himself 
aggrieved  by  the  pablioation  in  the  newspaper, 
but  did  not  remember  that  he  ever  uttered  any 
thing  from  which  that  impression  was  drawn. 
The  accused  swore  that  lie  wonld  rixht  the 
wrong  where  it  was  given,  and  wonld  whip 
the  damned  rascal  before  he  left  the  House,  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  0. 
loBtnos)  and  the  aocnsed  then  standing  bebind 
the  Spe^er's  chair  1  But  the  counsel  negatives 
this  idea,  and  pnta  the  provooatioa  upon  the 
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refusal  to  answer  the  aocased,  and  the  aeii  [ 
tbe  answer  addressed  to  his  friend!  iaijti 
the  writing  out  and  publicataon  i^  Ibe^ 
by  the  member  are  relied  upoDaHaaiuiiEinlepj 
BggreeeicHi,  upon  the  evident  aftertbtn^iti 
gesled  by  «  distinction  found  in  HnM&^ 
cases.  But  did  the  aoooaed  know  <n  ikK 
or  even  on  the  4th,  that  the  member  friaCii 
and  nottherep<Hler,hadwTitteiioattba^ad 
and  oaosed  it  to  be  DnbUshed?  Fim  ilia 
appears,  he  never  did  know  it  tSl  thittialU 
proceeded.  But,  sir,  the  writing  out  oidpi- 
lication  of  a  speech  made  here  by  ammliffi 
debate  are  of  the  essence  of  the  privikgt  Moii 
by  our  ooustitation,  as  has  been  slreuf  inn 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (lb.  D* 
DBiDoa,)  and  the  distinction,  ther^iin,  dia 
cases  can  have  no  application  in  thii  eu^ 
I  was  aware  of  one  of  the  caaee  refund  Bi 
supporting  the  distinotion,  but  I  ham  m  dek 
it  would  be  found  that  this  case,  and  tH  lAm 
of  its  class,  must  reet  on  an  old  Httdisi  nk 
of  tbe  House  of  Oommons,  which  h«>  loMtd 
for  one  or  two  centuries,  that  the  debUoii^ 
Honse  should  not  be  divulged  or  psbliM 
without  its  order  or  authority. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  rule,  the  Ei^ 
people  had  ono«s  perh^w,  a  more  Miw  i 
knowledge  of  the  speeches  and  doings  of  t!id  , 
representatives  in  Parliament,  tbou^  tbe  ipi 
of  liberty  found  means  long  ago-  to  enjcli  i 
reatrictioD,  and  to  disseminate  *n  tieff 
account  of  every  thins  that  was  then  Hid* 
done.  I  remember  wdl,  air,  my  reading.  Ha 
a  boy,  in  "  The  Gentieman's  Msganui,''  [^ 
liahed  in  London  alittle  leasthanaoeDiuTift  . 
"  Debates  in  the  Senate  of  Lillipirt,''  *4 
'ere  none  other  than  the  regular  ipMcliei 
Parliament  under  the  guise  of  fictiliou  i^uw- 
ters.  Bnt,  in  the  present  enlightened  iUU< 
the  public  mind  in  England,  this  aodciiirdE) 
obsolete,  or  wholly  disregarded,  and  tit  drt* 
of  ever^  hour  in  Parliament  is  given  oalUik 
people  m  nnmberleaa  daily  jouroalji, 

Bnt,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  whok  aridofl 
in  this  case,  there  remains  not  a  donbt  tl^i 
was  the  speech  of  the  member  from  Obio* 
debate  upon  this  floor,  that  was  Ihe  cssK  ^ 
true  cauaa  of  the  ontiage  committed  opcel* 
by  the  accused,  and  that  tact  ooaclDdwtlKv 
ject 

Mr.  DicsLSOH,  of  New  York,  swd:  Thi^ 
spondent  is  chained  with  a  breach  of  tbe  pnit 
legea  of  the  House,  by  an  assault  sod  biitaT 
on  the  member  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Siiisimi 
for  words  spoken  by  him  in  debate  Ml" 
floor.  I  consider  the  oharae  as  sdjnJUM^ 
the  respondent  at  the  bar.  jndcpeDdeiitai'' 
response  of  the  accnacd,  I  coDuder  li«  ^^ 
as  proved  by  the  note  addressed  to  tli«  lo^ 
from  Ohio.  The  member  was  a*  »■ 
whether  the  remarks  in  the  InteUlgeoW  ■•• 
true,  but  whether  those  remarks  Berea** 

'    report  of  bis  speech. 

..hatmore)  The  remark  of  the  WW" 
his  friend  fh>m  Tennessee,  when  adriM'"" 
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It  in  Ais  House,  that  he  would 


woYes, 

«rf  were  for  vorda  spokt 

iooT,  and  not  for  the  poblicalion  of  the  epeeeh 

n  the  loteUiffencer. 

The  oonnsu  for  the  aoonsed  urged,  in  his  de- 
bnce,  that  it  was  not  the  gpeeoh,  hut  the  note 
him  the  member  from  Ohio,  th&t  oocadonad 
he  Bssanh.  Vsa  that  tme  ?  Was  there  aoy 
hing  in  that  Dote  insulting  to  the  aooneed? 
Waa  there  an^  insnlt  to  the  friend  of  the  ao- 
tnaed  from  Tennessee  t  That  friend  swears 
hat  he  was  doabtfol,  that  he  consulted  his 
Hends,  that  the;  advised  him,  and  his  own 
ndgment  confirmed  their  de<uHlon,  that  there 
va«  no  indigiutj  ofi^red  b;  the  note  to  the  so- 
iDsed,  or  his  fnend ;  tlkat  he  so  informed  tiie 
tccosed,  who  was  satisfied  with  snoh  jadgment 
tf  his  Mend,  and  theju^ment  of  the  common 
Hends  of  both.  The  note,  then,  oontalDed  no 
nsnlt  to  theaooQsed;  and  I  connder  the  charge 
IS  AiIl;  proved,  that  the  assault  and  battel? 
vere  for  words  spoken  In  debate  on  the  floor 
)f  this  House. 

But  I  shall  awnme  a  still  broader  groond. 
the  counsel  fi>r  the  aoonsed  trinmphantlj  asked, 
rhether,  if  an  assanlt  and  batter;  were  committed 
m  a  member,  and  he  was  disabled,  not  white 
m  his  waj  to  or  from  his  boarding-house,  bnt 
n  going  to  see  other  members  on  busineae  in 
relation  to  the  discharge  of  his  dntiea  as  sach 
nember,  it  would  l>e  a  breach  of  privileffc.  I 
xmtend  that  it  would,  and  that  an  assault  and 
batter;  committed  on  a  member,  daring  the 
Msion  of  OongresB,  with  or  without  caoae, 
irould  be  a  br^ch  of  privilege,  as  deeded  b; 
1m  late  Chief  Jnatice  Panons,  and  the  other 
^dgee  <rf  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maanchoaetts. 

The  aoonsed  has,  then^  been  gnih;  of  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and  rendered 
kimself  liable  to  arrest  uid  imprisonment  b;  its 
nder;  shows  bj  elemeotar;  writers  in  the  re- 
;ieated  decMons  of  both  Honsea  of  Parliament 
mice  16B0,  and  b^  the  decisions  of  the  Oonrts  of 
Dommcm  Pleas,  King's  Bench,  Exchequer  Cham- 
tier,  all  ^e  judges  and  the  Honse  of  Lords 
littins  aa  a  conrt  of  oror  In  En^and.  In  the 
TonrtS  ;ear  of  Edward  the  Bizth,  1660,  one 
Vithriiucton  was  committed  to  the  Tower  for 
m  aseamt  on  one  Brandlings  a  bnraeaa  of  New- 
laaUe.  (S  Bt  Trials,  p.  9.)  Williams  threat- 
aned  and  assaolted  Bainbri^  a  member  of  the 
Houee  of  Commons  ;  a  complaint  was  made^  a 
■rarrant  was  instantljisaned,  and  WlUiamawaa 
bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  examined,  con- 
ricted  of  a  breach  of  the  pririleges  of  the 
House,  and  imprisoned.  (1  Hataell,  ffs.)  With- 
Dut  fatiguing  the  House  with  a  recital  of  similar 
eases,  more  than  fift;  of  which  are  referred  to 
on  m;  minutes  before  me,  suffice  it  to  sa;,  that, 
Etom  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  centnrj'  to  the 

Sesent  time,  as  ^>pean  b;  the  Joumau  of  the 
onae  of  Commons,  aasat^ta  and  batteries  on 


members  of  the  House,  in  the  streets  of  London 
and  Westminster,  have  been  deemed,  adju^^ 
and  ponisbed  as  breaches  of  the  privileges  of  the 

Such  proceedings  were  admited  and  sanc- 
tioned, daring  the  same  period,  b;  the  House 
of  I>ords,  in  aoalogcns  cases.  Not  onlj  agaaalta 
and  batteries  b;  individngl,  lawless  violence, 
bnt  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  mem- 
IwTV  of  either  Honse  of  Parliament,  b;  the  offl- 
oers  of  juetloe,  and  b;  order  of  the  couri»  of 
England,  except  for  treason,  felon;,  and  breach 
of  the  peaoe,  have,  during  the  sune  period,  been 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
The;  have  arrested  and  ponisbed  the  indiridnal 
who  sned  out  the  process,  and  the  offioen  who 
made  the  arrest.  The;  have  arrested  the  sher- 
iffs of  IGddleeex  for  a  contempt  and  breach  of 
privilege^  for  reftiMng  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  HouM  directing  them  to  set  at  libert;  a 
member  in  th«r  onstod;.  The  House  of  Com- 
mona  have  wpointed  a  oommittee  to  enfbrce 
obedience  to  their  order,  and  to  set  at  libort;, 
b;  foroe^  a  member  of  th«r  House  arrested  h; 

theoffioerso* 

oeoioftbeo) 
a  membffi'  of  tlie  Bouse  b;  the  officers  of  jue- 
tioe,  bat  b;  m^der  of  the  priv;  council,  and  even 
of  the  King  >iwnr»lf^  been  considered  and  ad- 
judged a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Strickland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  arrested  b;  order  of  the  priv;  coun- 
cil of  Qneen  Elizabeth,  14th  April,  ISTS,  for  in- 
troducing a  bill  into  the  Honse  of  Commona  to 
reform  the  book  of  common  praver,  and  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  Id  rMation  thereto. 
This  was  the  first  attempt  to  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  En^and,  and  jnatlv  awakened 
and  aroused  the  indignatioB  of  the  Honse  of 
Oixnmona  and  the  peowe. 

Telvert<m  tntrodnoed  the  sabject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Honae  in  the  indignant  langnego  of 
a  freeman,  and  with  a  boldueea  and  manl;  inde- 
pendence becoming  a  statesman  and  a  member 
of  Parliament.  The  privj  conncil  were 
alanued;  some  of  them  whispered  to  the  Speak- 
er, and  a  motion  was  made,  and  further  pro- 
ceedings a^nmed  ontil  next  d^.  Tlie  mem- 
bw  was  releaaed  from  imprisonment,  and  Kp- 
peared  in  hit  seat,  at  the  (^enliig  of  the  Honse, 
the  next  nuMning. 


tued  in  debate.  The  Honse  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  wut  Ml  him,  (uid  ascertain  the  cause 
of  his  detention.  The;  denied  the  King's  right 
to  imprison.  The  King  wTot«  to  the  Speaker, 
"  severe];  reprobating  those  fier;  and  popular 
spirits  of  some  of  the  Honae  of  Oommons,  who 
bad  presumed  to  argue  and  debate  pnblicl;  of 
matters  far  above  their  reach  and  capacit;,  tend- 
ing to  our  high  dishonor  and  breach  of  preroga- 
tivero;al,"andadded,  "We think oarselvesrer; 
free  and  able  to  punish  an;  man's  misdemeanor 
in  Parliament,  as  well  daring  their  utting  aa 
after,  npw  an;  man's  ineolent  behavior  lhw&" 


jgk 
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James  the  Fi  nt,  in  the  laDgnage  of  the  hiatorifm, 
"  wu  an  orbiCrarv  monarch,  wishing  to  trample 
on  the  rights  ood  libertiei  of  the  people."  la 
the  fifth  year  of  Oharlea  I.,  Sir  John  Elliot, 
Deoiil  HolliH,  and  Benjamin  Valentine  were 
indioted,  tried,  and  convicted,  for  words  spoken 
b;  them  in  debate  in  tbe  Honae  of  Commons, 
and  sentenced  to  par  fines  and  be  imprisooed. 
8ucfa  proceedings  were  condemned  by  the 
Honae  of  CommtHu,  and  adjudged  a  breach  of 
tJmr  privil^^ea. 

"  Everj  obstruction  in  their  (the  House  of 
Commons)  daties,  by  a  stranger,  by  assaulting, 
challenging,  or  insolting  any  single  representa- 
tive of  the  House  of  Commons,  has,  from  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  oentnry  downwards, 
been Jastly  deemed  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
on  onence  against  the  whole  body."  (Hallam's 
OonstitntioDal  History,  p.  858.)  "  I  imderetand 
it  to  be  dearly  part  of  tlie  law  and  onstom  of 
Parliament,  that  each  Honsa  may  inquire  into 
and  imprison  for  breaclies  of  privUege,  and  that 
an  assault  on  members  is  a  breach  of  privilege." 
(Hargravo's,  Jnrid,  Argument,  vol.  2,  p.  183.  1 
Chitty's  Blackstone,  p.  164,  &c.  &&,  and  Chittj's 
Notes,    e  Btate  Trials,  SS.    4  Inst.,  fol.  60.) 

The  power  to  arrest  and  pnniah  for  breaches 
of  privilege  is  so  clear,  tbatall  the  Jndges  of  Eng- 
land have,  for  more  than  two  oeatnries,  dis- 
olumed  all  power  and  all  jnriadiotion  to  dis- 
obarge  on  AofiMa  eorpui  a  person  thus  com- 
mitted by  the  House  of  CommoDS,  or  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  commitment.  And  this 
rule  was  adopted  as  well  in  relation  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  and  the  nobles  of  the  land, 
as  tho  commoner.  In  support  of  this  Bssertion, 
I  will  only  refer  to  tbe  case  of  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  in  1677.  (6  SUte  Trials,  1370. 
8  St.  Trials,  p.  80.)  The  Aylesbury  men.  (2 
Ld.  Raymond's  Rep.,  1106.)  Case  of  Alexan- 
der Murray,  in  1781.  (1  Will.  Rep.,  289.) 
ilower's  case.  (8  Term.  Rep^  828.)  And  the 
case  of  Brass  Crosby,  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
in  1771.    (8  Willson'e  Rep.,  188.) 

Aboat  the  year  1310^  Sir  Francis  Bordett 
was  committed  to  the  Tower  for  a  breach  of 
the  privilegea.of  the  House  of  OommonB.  He 
brought  his  action  in  the  Oonrt  of  King's  Bench 
agtunst  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  the  then  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  declared  against 
him  in  trespass  for  assault  and  battery,  and 
false  imprisonment.  Tbe  defendant  pleaded, 
in  justification,  the  proceedings  and  order  of  the 
House  of  Commona,  and  his  warrant  issued  in 
pursuance  of  such  orders,  to  commit  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  Tower.  To  this  plea  the  plaintiff  de- 
murred. The  case  was  argned  by  Mr.  Holroyd, 
at  very  great  lengUi,  for  Sir  Francis  Bordett. 
In  his  ailment,  Be  reviewed  all  the  cases  in 
England. 


Lord  EUenborongh,  Chief  Jnstiee,  iaddw 
ing  bis  opinion,  in  like  manner,  reviewed  ddi  I 
adjudged  cases,  the  history  and  tbe  pnrile^  I 
of  Parliament,  and  overmled  the  dein(iiTB.i 
which  decimon  all  the  jndges  conmmd.  |U 
East's  Rep.,  p.  1.)  The  caose  was  aaki  Ir 
Sir  Francis  to  the  Court  of  Eieheqtwr  Cte- 
ber,  and  there  argued  by  other  counsel  ferb 
plsintiS;  when  Mr.  Mansfield,  tbe  thea  (¥d 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  ddivrnd  & 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  oomt,  coufirmiif& 
decision  of  tho  King's  Bench.  (4  TamLBs, 
p.  401.)  The  oanse  was  then  carried  lirft 
Francis,  by  writ  of  error,  to  tbeHonseirflai 
And  there,  as  a  last  effort,  he  avuled  Idiudld 
the  extensive  learning  and  exalted  taksB^ 
Lord  Brougham,  thepTeeeDtChaneefltvrfOf 
land.  When  Lord  Brongham  had  finii^  b 
long  and  able  aignment,  the  defendants  mb- 
sel  was  stopped  bf  Lord  !E1don,  and,  t&e  i 
brief  opinion  delivered  by  Lord  Erakiiitth 
House  of  Lords  nnanimonalj  affirmed  the  dfd- 
sion  of  the  Oourteof  King's  Bench  mi  fit 
Exchequer  Chamber.  (S  Dowe's  Far.  itf. 
166,  19S.)  Arrests  and  imprisomneoti  rsi 
then  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  FaHisDOl 
for  the  last  three  centuries,  for  brearli  of  & 
privileges  of  either  House  by  members  «h 
strangers,  in  restraint  as  well  of  the  ofkaii 
the  court,  and  the  insolence  and  tyranny  irfflf 
royal  prerogative  and  power,  as  of  incEriM 
lawless  violence,  sustained  by  all  elcntn; 
writers,  and  all  the  jndges  of  England.  iMf 
those  judges  were  Sir  Michael  Foster,  the  po^ 
lar  Judge,  the  advocate  and  firm  suppi^  i 
the  rights  and  libertjes  of  tbe  people;  and  ft 
Matthew  Hale,  who  had  collated  UieUnad 
eoustitutiouB  of  all  oonntries  and  all  tpt,  ^ 
ermine  of  whose  robes  was  never  soiW  i; 
meanness  or  injustice,  whose  whole  life  i< 
pure  as  the  dews  of  Hermon,  and  whose  irtef- 
rity  and  entire  character  was  a  noble  eoItEF 
on  human  nature,  and  added  dignity  lo  b*  ^ 
Among  the  members  of  Parliament  vbo  sb  . 
tiuned  the  principles  for  which  Iooiiteiid,W 
William  Pitt,  the  elder.  Earl  of  Chathu^  M^ 
abih  nomm.  Edmund  Bnrke,  the  biai  a 
fi^edom,  of  this  country  in  her  revdntio^ 
struggle,  of  oppressed  Ireland,  and  the  oppnan 
in  India,  in  wnose  works,  with  some  pofi**' 
hereaiea,  are  more  general  maxims  in  p^ 
and  morals,  founded  on  a  thorough  tnowWf* 
of  history  and  human  nature,  usefcl  U  ^ 
statesman,  snd  adapted  to  all  tina  and  u 
countries,  than  are  to  be  found  in  thewocb* 
any  other  author ;  a  man  who  drew  Ids  m* 
phors  and  illustrations  from  all  DstniCi  w 
every  art  and  science ;  whose  feelingi  ^^'^ 
dent,  the  viBiona  of  whose  taacj  were  t^ 
whose  geniufl,  cultivated,  poUshed,  t^^ 
awakened,  soothed,  instructed,  aroused,  itspm, 
was  penetrating  as  electric  fire,  and  bn^ts 
the  lightning's  flash,  and  whose  path  TV  ^ 
did  as  the  galaxy  of  heaven.  With  bini  ■« 
the  younger  Pitt,  Sheridan,  Ersfcine, mt^ 
splendid  luminaries,  which  threw  intotlKn)" 
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ind  eclipwd  all  the  othor  and  minor  lights  of 
be  countrj,  if  not  of  the  tga,  in  which  they  lived. 
The  power  to  oommit  and  to  punish  for  the 
ireaoh  of  the  privilages  of  this  Eonse  is  also 
howQ  by  anali^nB  ooseg  in,  and  b;  the  pnio- 
ioe  and  proceedings  of|  Uiis  Hotue.  Under  the 
rtides  of  ooafederatlon^d  in  the  Ooagrew  of 
77T,  it  was  by  tbe  House  "  Resolved,  that 
tnnning  Bedford  has  lieen  gailty  of  a  high 
ireaob  of  the  priTileges  of  this  Hoose,  in  send- 
ng  a  challenge  to  one  of  its  membera  for  words 

£}ken  by  him  in  this  Honse  in  tbe  coorse  of 
bate."  In  December,  1796,  on  information 
Sven  by  Hessre,  Smith,  Murray,  Giles,  and 
Jack,  then  membera  of  the  Honse,  Robert  Ran- 
lall  and  Cbarlea  Whitney  were  arrsEted  by  the 
iergeant-at-Anns,  and  by  order  of  the  Honae, 
or  "  a  contempt  to^  and  breach  of  the  privileges 
if  this  House,  in  on  unwarrantable  attempt  to 
lorrapt  the  integrity  of  its  members."  Wit- 
lesees  were  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
ind  tbe  said  Robert  Randall  was  a^udged 
[Uilty,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-eight  to  sevent^n. 
Lmong  tbose  who  Tot«d  in  the  affirmative,  with 
oany  other  distingoished  names,  are  the  names 
if  Henry  Dearborn,  William  Elndley,  Albert 
Dallatto,  WiUiam  B.  GUm,  Samnel  Bmith,  now 
n  the  Senate,  and  Edward  Livingston,  the 
ireseat  Secretary  of  State. 

Daring  the  same  session  of  Ooogrees,  and  in 
iCarch,  1TB6,  Mr.  Madison,  late  President  of  the 
ilnited  States,  from  the  Committee  on  Privi- 
eges,  reported  that  James  Gonn,  and  Frederick 
^relinghn^sen.  Senators,  were  gnilty  of  a  breach 
if  tbe  privileges  of  the  House,  in  sending  and 
>earing  a  ch^enge  from  said  Qonn  to  Mr. 
Baldwin,  a  distingnished  member  of  tbe  House 
rom  Georgia;  bat  from  letters  addressed  to 
he  oommittee,  and  reported  to  the  House,  Ood- 
aiaing  satisfactory  apologies  and  acknowledg- 
nenta,  any  further  proceedings  were  deemed 
umeoesaary,  and  each  report  was  adopted 
vithont  a  divisioa.  These  two  cases  occurring 
)nt  a  few  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
ititation,  while  tbe  sages  who  framed  that  in- 
itmmeat  yet  lived,  contain  an  express  recogni- 
ion  of  the  power  to  arrest  and  to  punish. 

In  1828,  one  Russel  Jarvis  committed  an  as- 
laolt  upon  the  private  secretary  of  the  late  Presi- 
IcDt  AdAm&  in  tbe  rotundo  of  the  c^itol,  im- 
nediately  after  he  had  delivered  a  Message  from 
he  President  to  the  House,  and  while  he  was 
iroceeding  with  another  Message  to  the  Senate. 
1  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
iobject,  a  minority  of  whom  reported  that  tbe 
issaolt  was  on  act  done  in  contempt  of  the  au- 
iiority  and  dignity  of  the  House,  involving  a 
riolation  of  its  own  peculiar  privileges."  That 
*  if  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  not 
ihe  power  to  punish  an  assaolt  committ«d  nn- 
ler  these  circumstanoea,  then  are  they  destitute 
if  a  power  which  belongs  to  the  most  inferior 
ndieial  trlbnaal  in  the  oountry.  The  power  of 
innishing  for  contempt  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
wmmon law  of  England ;  it  belongs  essentially 
a  every  jndiual  tribonal,  and  t«  every  legisla- 


tive body.  The  En^ish  law  of  contempts,  ag 
such,  has  not  surely  the  slightest  anUiority  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  United  States,  yet  tbe 
power  of  that  court  to  vindicate  its  dignity,  and 
preserve  its  officers  ftom  ontraffs  during  its  ses- 
don,  will  scarcely  be  qaeetioDod.'  In  like  man- 
ner, although  the  Parliamentary  law  of  England, 
as  such,  can  have  no  aathority,"  that  is,  no 
binding  influence,  "  here,  yet  all  the  legislative 
bodies  in  the  Union  act  npon  its  rules.  The 
power  in  question  grows  out  of  the  great  law 
of  self-preeervation. '  The  oommittee  report- 
ed one  resolution,  declaring  the  smd  Jarvia 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  o£  and 
meriting  tbe  censure  of  the  House,  and,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  report,  another  resolntion, 
that  it  was  not  expedient  to  have  any  inrther 
proceedings  in  tbe  case.  They  also  stated  there 
was  bat  a  bare  m^ority  of  the  committee  in 
favor  of  the  eeocmd  reeolatdon,  tbe  minority  be- 
lieving that  it  was  expedi«it  to  vindicate  the 
dignity  of  the  Hoose,  by  inflicting  some  punish- 
ment for  the  violations  of  its  privileges,  Mach 
reliance  tias  been  placed  by  some  on  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  that  committee.  When  ft  is 
asoertuned  that  at  one  moment  they  insist«d 
tbe  Honse  had  no  power  to  punish,  and  in  the 
nest  oontended  Uiat  the  Hoose,  to  vindicate  its 
dinuty,  without  anthtmty,  and  in  defiance  of 
alTlaw,  shotdd  punish  the  accused,  it  is  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  the  House  to  say  in  what 
spirit  the  minority  report  was  made,  and  to  how 
mnch  conaideration  ft  is  entitled.  The  power 
contended  for  then,  is  sanctioned  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  by 
the  proceedings  and  practice  of  this  House  un- 
der tbe  articles  of  confederation,  and  under  the 
present  constitution  of  the  United  States,  fbr 
more  than  fifty  years,  approved  by  Uie  Jndidal 
decisions  of  the  superior  courts  of  many  of  tbe 
States,  and  by  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  power  to  oommit  and  to  pimisb  for  a 
breach  of  tbe  privileges  of  tbe  Honse  is,  in  the 
present  instance,  shown  also  by  a  fur  interpre- 
tation of  that  part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
States,  which  provides  that  members  of  Con- 
gress "  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony, 
and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  firom 
arrest  during  their  attendance  at  tbe  session  of 
ttfeir  respective  Houses,  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  same ;  and  for  any  speech 
or  deb^  in  either  House  tiiej  shall  not  be 
qneationed  in  any  other  place." 

Did  the  framers  of  tbe  constitution  intmd  to 
secure  the  persons  of  members  from  arre«t  and 
iraprieonment,  and  yet  leave  them  subject  to 
individnal  lawless  violence  ?  Did  they  intend 
to  take  from  the  courts  and  their  officers  tbe 
power  to  arrest  by  law,  and  yet  give  authority 
to  individnals  to  beat  with  dubs,  wound,  m^m, 
and  entirely  disable  roemlwrs  of  Congress  from 
serving  their  constituents  or  their  conntry  ? 

Did  they  intend  to  forbid  that  members 
I  should  be  questioned  for  words  spoken  1b  d^ 
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bate  ia  either  Hoose,  aod  yet  pennit  them  to 
be  knocked  down  ia  silence,  and  their  lives  en- 
dmngeredF  Did  they  inteod  tbat,  as  to  mem- 
bers of  C<Higreu,  Bodet;  should  he  resolved 
into  ita  first  principles,  where  atrength  and 
power  give  rignt^  and  the  weakest  ia  compelled 
to  yield  to  the  s^tragest  t 

The  power  to  oommit  and  to  ptmish  for  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Honae  is  also 
abown,  Jnstified  and  proved  by  neceaaity,  the 
great  prmoiplea  of  poblio  policy,  the  preserva- 
tion m  freedom  of  debate,  the  independence  of 
members,  and  the  liberty  of  the  citisen.  The 
right  and  the  power  are  as  beneficial  and  indis- 
pensable aa  tney  are  ancient  and  established. 


the  minority  are  bonnd  to  respect,  and  indeed 
have  respected,  the  rights  oi  every  member, 
however  obnoziooa  to  them,  on  all  qneetiona  of 
privilege."  (8  Hallam's  Oonstitntional  History, 
p.  SS8.) 

Would  to  God  that  were  the  case  here,  that 
every  one  could  and  woold  feel  that  an  inanlt, 
<w  a  wrong  done  to  an  individtud  member, 
"however  obnoxions,"  waa  a  contempt  and 
violation  of  the  honor  and  dimity,  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  whole  House  I 

Lord  Erekine,  in  delivering  his  opinion  in 
the  Honse  of  Lords,  in  the  case  of  Burdett, 
add :  "  The  House  of  Commona,  like  every 
other  tribunal,  must  have  the  power  to  protect 
itself  from  obatmction  and  insult,  and  ta  main- 
tais  its  digiuty  and  character.  If  the  dignity  of 
the  Honse  is  not  maintained,  its  snn  is  set, 
never  to  be  lighted  np  again."  Bnch  power 
hu  often  been  said  to  be  "one  of  the  moat 


that "  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Fartiament 
are  the  very  hearl-atnnga  of  the  common- 
wealth." - 

Lord  EllenboroQgh,  late  Ohief  Jnstice  of  Eng- 
land, in  delivering  his  opinion  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Francis  Bardett,  remarked,  "I  have  said 
that,  a  priori,  if  there  were  no  precedents  npon 
the  snbject,  no  legislative  reqnisitdon,  no  prac- 
tice or  opinions  in  the  conrta  of  law,  reoogniz- 
ing  anch  an  authority,  it  woold  still  be  eaaen- 
tjally  necessary  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
have  it ;  indeed^  that  they  wonld  sink  into  utter 
contempt  and  Inefficiency  without  it.  Coflld 
it  be  expected  that  they  shonld  stand  high  in 
the  estimation  and  reverence  of  Ihe  people,  if, 
whenever  they  were  insnl ted,  they  wore  obliged 
to  wait  the  comparatively  slow  proceedings  of 
the  ordinary  conrts  of  law  for  their  redreea ! 
They  certdnly  mnst  have  the  power  of  self- 
vindication  and  self-protection  m  their  own 
handsJ"  The  like  opinions  were  entertained 
and  expressed  by  the  Supreme  Ooort  of  the 
United  8tat«s,  in  the  case  of  Anderson,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  power  and  authority  of  both  Honsea 
of  Conp^ss.  Ajgain,  it  was  said  by  Jadge  Flatt, 
in  delivering  Lis  opinion  in  the  court  of  errors 
in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  in  the  case  of  Tates 


w.  laniiing,  "  that  the  ri^t  of  panidiiii  t| 
summary  conviction  is  inherent  in  allemk 
ofjostice  and  legislative  asoemblie^  aodii*- 
sentisl  to  their  protection  and  existeDaa.  Ha 
experience  of  ages  has  denM«at««ted  thniti 
power  is  perfecUy  compatible  with  civilQiB^ 
and  anxiUary  to  the  pnicat  ends  of  P^O"^ 
The  far-famed,  the  liberal,  and  the  -"'V''-"' 
Charles  James  Fox,  in  the  Houae  oS  CcSBwaa 
in  the  case  of  John  Beeveo,  aud,  "he  criU 
upon  the  Honse  to  come  forward  m  the  *■& 
cation  of  their  privileoea,  thrir  digni^,  nl 
their  existence,"  and  caUed  Uie  privilegca<rftk 
HoQse  "The  Coda  of  Liberty."  Not  a^t 
snch  power  supported  and  enatained  by  tht  ■■ 
thority  of  illnstrions  names,  and  by  the  ofaiiH 
and  wisdom  of  illnstrione  men,  bnt  it  ia  re^ao- 
foUy  submitted  that  it  etronglj  isoaaaaA'tai 
to  the  sober  judgment  and  sonnd  comnMa  ata* 
of  mankind.  It  is  the  remark  of  an  able^Aa- 
man  and  distinguished  jurist  of  Great  Bi^a% 
that  "Govemmoot  rests  in  a  great  degRC« 
pnblic  opinion;  and  that,  if  ever  the  time  Ad 
come  when  &cttona  men  will  overtnni  the  Gm- 
ernment  of  the  country,  they  Till  begu  iM 
work  by  calumniatiog  die  conrts  <rf  jmttoe,  lal 
both  Honses  of  ParliamenL"  So  in  tids«Ma- 
try,  if  factious  men  shall  ever  destroiy  on  ts^ 
stitution,  and  overturn  onr  'ht^epj  formt4GtH- 
emment,  they  will  begin  th«r  work  by  eate- 
niating  the  Supreme  Court  ot  the  Unjted  &MB 
and  both  Houses  of  Congreea,  and  by  dcn^ 
to  them  those  powers  neoeaMry  foir  their  ttt- 
preservation  and  their  very  existence.  Tab- 
out  such  power,  the  two  Honaes  of  CoagiK 
to  aU  honorable,  to  all  usefdl  purpoaca.  b^ 
cease  to  exist  If  they  have  no  poww  ta  it- 
straln  violence,  and  mnat  soflbr  their  mestei 
to  be  beaten  in  the  streets  like  dogs,  thej  it 
soon  become  contemptiUe.  If  their  mcnbB 
may  be  wonnded,  maimed,  and  diaabled,  aj 
yet  they  have  no  power  to  punish,  majaaut 
in  the  House  may  be  changed,  bills  td  vital  ia- 
terast  to  the  whole  oomttry  may  be  d<€estii 
bills  the  moat  tyrannic  and  nignat  ibmj  ta 
passed ;  minorities  may  legialate  for,  and  ■ 
the  Honae  of  Bepreeentatives,  give  Ptesidert 
to  the  pe(n)le,  and  thus  destaoy  the  primai; 
maxima  and  first  prindi^eB  <rf  repuUioan  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  two  Houses  might  be  left  ftifhovt  era 
a  qnorom  of  members  fbr  the  tranaMtitntf 
business ;  the  timid  and  the  weak  woold  gh( 
place,  in  the  Halls  of  Ooogresa,  to  the  atnefr 
the  athletic,  uid  the  bold ;  age,  a:  '  ''       '  ''  ~ 


would  be  palsied,  and  all  niaaly  inc.,  __- 
and  nobleness  of  soul  would  be  loot.  Ta  jn- 
vent  auch  deplorable  oonaeqneDces,  tha  bnm- 
aity  of  the  power  contended  for  has  beeIla^ 
knowladgea  and  exerrised  in  all  l^Matiiew- 
semblies,  ancient  and  modem,  in  the  rudest  ■ 
well  as  the  moat  polished  ages ;  in  the  rerattei 
of  Greece,  fiome,  and  Venice,  among  to*  m- 


DEBATES  OP  CONGKESS. 


IT,  188S.] 


Cim  i^Samnd  Soabm. 


got  Germftna,  and  in  the  FaTlUments  of  Paris. 
loh  power  is  sastaiited  b;  the  laws  of  nature, 
If-defence,  and  self-preaerrfttion,  as  explained 
d  enforced  in  the  writings  of  Paffendorff  and 
ntina,  ftnd  declared  b^  Jnstioe  Johnson,  in 
e  case  of  Anderson,  to  be  inherent  in,  and  to 
bt  from  Deoeaeitx  in  tiiig  House.  If  we  bare 
>  privileges,  or  if  we  have  privileges,  and 
B  without  the  power  to  enforce  them, 
<w  miserable,  how  helpless  is  onr  situation  I 
e  are  every  moment  exposed  to  individual 
irlew  violenoe  and  the  assaults  and  attacks 


Icen  of  the  Ooverament,  from  the  highest  to 
e  lowest,  and  a  power  to  present  for  trial 
'  iinpeadiment  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
wnors,  it  is  vastlj-  important  to  the  pnre  ad- 
nistration  of  the  Government,  the  exposure 
fraad  and  corruption,  and  the  preservation 
the  righte,  liberties,  and  lives  of  the  people, 
at  the  members  of  this  House  shonld  be  left 
>e  to  act,  nnbiassed  and  nnawed  by  bribes,  bj 
tterj,  b;  fear,  b;  violence,  or  bj  the  dennn- 
Aiona,  threats,  or  insolence  c^  Executive 
wer.  The  freedom  of  action  in  this  Uonse 
ee  deatrojed,  there  fs  no  barrier  between 
speople  and  arbitrarr  power. 
When  Mr.  D.  conclnded  it  was  nine  o'clock ; 
a  House  manifested  much  impatience,  and  the 
iH  resoanded  with  cries  for  the  question. 
Hr.  Etaxs,  of  Uaine,  demanded  that  it  be 
ten  by  yeas  and  nays ;  which  was  ordered. 
The  following  resolntion,  introduced  by  Ur. 
kSPKB,  was  then  read : 

'*  RttUnA,  That  Samuel  Honaton,  now  io  eostody 
the  Sargeant-at-Amu,  should  be  forthwith  dis- 
uged." 


And  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
aatitnte^t  was  decided  by — ^veaa  106,  nays60. 
So  Hr,  HuHTnaToa'a  amenament  was  adopt- 

rhe  resolntion  of  Ur.  Habpbb,  as  amended 
Ur.  HcNTiNaToir,  was  then  agreed  to. 
kCr.  CI.4T  now  offered  his  former  amendment, 
tibe  form  of  a  reeolntion. 
Ur.  HuRnsoTox  thereupon  moved  thefol- 
riog  as  an  amendment  of  )Cr.  Clax's  restdn- 
d: 

■  That  Bamnel  Houston  be  brcngfat  to  the  bar  of 
Hoose  on  Henday  next  at  twelve  o'clo^  and 
there  repciouBded  by  the  Speaker  fi>r  the  eon- 
ipt  aod  Tiolation  of  the  privileges  of  the  Hoose 
■rhioh  he  has  been  gi^ty,  and  that  be  be  dis- 
ned  from  the  mutody  of  die  Bergeant-at-Arms. 
'  That  Samuel  Houston  be  excluded  [ram  the  ei- 
iae  of  the  pcivikge  couferred  by  the  ISth  stand- 
rule  of  the  Hooie."  (ThU  rule  confen  the  priv- 
W  of  adnUMlon  on  the  floor  of  the  House  on  all 
)  have  at  any  time  herett^ore  been  members  of 
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The  question  being  abont  to  be  put  on  Hr. 
Hcstikotoh'b  resolntions, 
Hr.  Clat  demanded  a  divirion  of  the  quee- 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
first  branch  of  the  amendment,  which  was  in 
the  following  words : 


The  question  was  then  put  on  Hr.  HinrnKo- 
tor's  first  amendmeDt,  (for  a  reprimand,)  and 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows — yeas  lOQ, 
nays  69. 

Bo  the  resolntion  was  agreed  \a. 

The  question  then  came  np  on  the  second 
resolution,  (fbr  exdnding  from  the  privileged 

Hie  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolution,  and  decided  by 

Ysia. — Messrs.  Adams,  0.  Allan,  Allison,  Ap- 
pleton,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Banks,  John 
S.  Barbour,  Bamwe!],  Barringer,  Barslow,  Isaac  C. 
Bates,  BriggE,  BuUard,  Barges,  Caboon,  Cboate, 
Coke,  Collier,  Levis  Condict,  Silas  Condit,  E. 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crone, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Dsvlfl,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dicksoe,  Doddri(^,  Ellsworth,  Georga  Evans, 
Joshua  Evana,  Edward  Everett,  Hor«ce  Everett, 
Felder,  Grenneil,  QHao,  HeUter,  Hodges,  Enghea, 
HnntlngtOQ,  IngersoU,  Irvio,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  Kerr, 
Letcher,  ICarslull,  lUiwall,  Boben  UcCay,  Mo- 
DofBe,  HcKay,  HcKennan,  Ueroer,  Uilligan, -Hew- 
too,  Pearce,  Fendlcton,  Potts,  Bandolph,  itksA 
Seed,  Boot,  Ruseel,  Semmea,  William  B.  Siepard, 
Stade,  Southard,  Spence,  Stewart,  Storrs,  SuUier- 
land,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Verplanck, 
Vinton,  Washington,  Watmough,  Wilklti,  EQsha 
Whittlesey,  Frederick^  Whittlesey,  Wickliffa,  Wil- 
liama,  Toting. — 90. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allan,  An- 
derson, Angel,  Archer,  Aabley,  James  Bates,  Beards- 
ley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Betbune,  James  Blair,  John 
Blair,  Bonck,  Boul^  John  Brodhead,  John  C. 
Brodhead,  Bocber,  Burd,  Cambreleng,  Can,  Careon, 
Chandler,  CLaibome,  Clay,  Clayton,  Conner,  Cnig, 
Cravrord,  Darenport,  Dayan,  Dewart,  Doubteday, 
Drayton,  Dimcan,  flt^erald.  Ford,  Foster,  Oalther, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  ThorOaa  H.  Hall,  William  Hall, 
Hammons,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  HoSman, 
Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Hubbard,  Jhrie,  Jarvii, 
Jewett,  B.  H.  JohnaOD,  Cave  Johnson,  Charles  0. 
Joboston,  EsTanagh,  John  King,  Henry  King, 
I^mar,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Lccompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  Muin,  Hardis,  Hason,  HcCarty,  WUIian 
McCoy,  Mclntlre,  Tbomas  B.  Mitchell,  Muhlenben, 
Newnan,  NuckoUa,  I^erson,  Pitcher,  Plnmmer,  Polk, 
Edward  C.  Reed,  Bencher,  Roane,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Smith,  Soule,  SpeishI,  Staodifer,  Stephena,  Fmnda 
Tbomaa,  Fhilemon  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  John 
Thomson,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  We^  Whed- 
er,  WortUngton.— 101. 

Hr.  Jbntveb  and  Hr.  Ecbk  ofibred  fOrthw 
amendments,  going  to  confine  the  exolnsion  to 


Igle 
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Mr.  AsoBxs  wKhdreir,  far  tlie  pnmtl 
UUer  clnQBe,  and  thefint  partofllKRitU 

Bamae)  EoustoD  wasDowpat  totbciu,! 
infonned  b;  the  Speaker  that  be  lud  hW;! 
present  the  paper  above  refetred  lo. 

The  accused  ihea  presented  tlw  pips,  wi 
WBB  again  read  bj  tbe  Clerk. 

The  SpXADEBthen  proaonnoedtheiqva 
required  bj  tbe  Tote  of  the  Hoom,  fbrtlei 
tempt  of  the  Hoose,  and  breach  ef  piin 
thereof^  committed  by  Genenl  Howtoi,  a 
following  words : 

Saaaui  Hoution  :  Ton  lutTe  beco  (ia{id  r 
violation  of  the  Hghta  and  pririlega  of  ih  E 
of  RepreaeatatiTet,  la  having  tHati  peon! 
teace  to  one  of  its  members  for  nordl  l^ 
debate.  In  eiercimng  the  bi|^>iiddt£alcf 
of  ucertainingaadriodicatiDKthdreniinfi 
the  Hook  hafo  proceeded  thnragbanlthk  an 
gation,  and  hi  relation  to  jroor  mdiTidul  lifl 
itb  in  (liat  deliberation  and  cmntioi  'lid  k 
]  characteriie  the  [Ugnified  and  monl  jutb 
Buch  an  assembly. 

Ton  have  been  beard  in  peraon  in  foni 
you  have  been  ably  and  rioqnentJj  defc 
emioeot  counsel,  aod  every  tkcilitj  aHwdtJ  ik 
place  jonr  cause  full;  and  biriy  befbn  <it  '^ 
and  to  urge  upon  ita  coo^den^aa  matttn  i 
cifde  as  well  as  of  fkct,  in  eiplanalioa  ind  > 
tion  of  yooT  eondoct. 


tbe  present  seaaion  of  Congreas,  bat  withdrew 
tbem ;  and  the  qnealdon  was  Anally  taken  on 
the  resotntioQ  sa  amended,  and  decided  by 
yeaa  and  naya  as  fbUowB — yeaa  96,  nays  84. 

UoimaT,  May  14. 

Gut  qf  Samu«l  SomUm. 

Tbe  Chuk  having  annoonoed  tbe  expiration 

of  tbe  bonr, 

Ur.  Abobkk  aud  that  before  Bamnel  Eooaton 


tbe  aomued.  It  oonUuned  what  the  aoooeed 
believed  he  had  a  right  to  state  orally  to  the 
Honae;  but  the  deep  respect  he  felt  for  this 
body  had  induced  nim  first  to  Hnbmit  it  in 
writing,  and  obtidn  permiaaion  to  ofi^  it  »X,  tbe 
bar.  The  paper  was  drawn  tip  in  the  moat 
respectM  language. 

Mr.  BiiROES  inqnired  of  tbe  Chair  what  was 
before  the  EanM. 

Mr.  AsoECB  said,  a  motion,  whieh  wonld  im- 
mediately be  offered,  tIe.,  that  the  accused 
have  liberty  to  read  the  paper  to  which  Mr. 
A.  referred,  when  he  ebonld  be  placed  at  the 
twr  of  the  Eonse  to  reoeive  the  rebuke  wbicb 
the  Speaker  had  been  ordered  to  administer. 

After  aome  desidtory  couTorBation,  the  p^ier 
waa  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows : 
Jti  tht  kmurfabU  tht  Soutt  of  Rtprtlintativet  of 
tilt  Uniltd  BCata : 

The  accused,  nor  at  the  bar  of  tbe  Honse,  asks 
leave  respectfully  to  state — 

That  he  nadentands  he  la  now  brought  before 
the  House  to  receive  a  reprimand  from  the  Speak- 
er, In  eieeution  of  the  sentence  prononneed  upon 
Urn. 

Was  he  to  nibmit  in  Eolence  to  such  a  sentence, 
it  B^ht  Imply  that  he  recognized  the  authority  of 
the  House  to  Impose  It 

He  cannot  consent  that  it  shall  be  thus  Imi^ied. 
He  considers  it  a  mode  of  punishment  unknown  to 
oar  laws,  and  if  not  forbidden  by  the  proMbi^on  of 
the  constitution  against  '^  unusual  punishments,'' 
yetinconmstenC  with  the  S[Hrit  of  our  Institutions, 
and  unfit  to  be  inflicted  upon  a  free  dtizen. 

He  thinks  proper  to  add,  in  making  this  decia-. 
ration,  that  he  has  been  unwillmg  to  tcooble  "^- 

That  though  he  befievea  the  whole  proceeding 
against  bim,  ss  well  sa  the  sentence  he  now  objects 
te,  unwarranted  by  the  constitution  of  his  country, 
yet  ciraumstaDcea  may  exist  to  josiify  or  eicose  a 
dtiten  in  determining  (as  he  has  doue  on  ibii  occa- 
sion) to  suflte  in  silent  patience  whatever  the  House 
may  ihiiJc  [ooper  to  emoroe. 

SAMUEL  HOUSTON. 

JfoyU. 

Mr.  Abohxb  tben  moved  that  wlien  tbe  ao- 
onsed  ahonld  be  brongfat  to  the  bar,  he  be  per- 
mitted to  tender  tbis  l>n>er,  oad  that  it  sboold 
be  entered  on  thejoonuu  of  the  Honse  as  part 
of  tbe  trial. 

Mr.  K  EvBBiTT  demanded  a  division  of  tbe 
^eetion  npon  this  motion ;  npon  which 


which  led  to  the  act  of  violence  committal  tf 
yoor  eondoct  has  been  pronounced,  by  tbi  nl 
judgment  of  the  House,  to  be  ahigh  brtsdiDf< 
rights  and  privileges,  and  to  decnuid  thei  ■* 
duapprobatioD  and  censure.  ^ 

1^  in  fulSlliag  the  order  of  tbe  Houm,  Ii 
called  vpOQ,  BS.tts  preaidins  oSoer,  to  H! 
■n  individual  miedaEated  and  sniobnu^  ^- 
be  expected  that  I  should  endeavor,  aabrwl 
able,  to  Impress  upon  him  the  Impoituw  i>i 
priety  of  ^sedulously  guarding  from  liAii" 
rights  and  privileges  secured  to  ikenHmlOT'' 
House  by  our  iunluable  constitatioo.  Btf.' 
addressing  a  citiien  otf  your  cbarscter  "^^ 
gence,  and  one  who  bat  himselT  beea  bm"' 
the  people  with  a  seat  in  this  Qoas*,It<> 
necessary  that  I  should  add  to  tbe  Ml 
npon  me,  by  dwelling  upon  the  cbsrscto'  v  i 
sequences  of  the  ofleoce  with  which  jm  bo' 
charged  and  found  guilty.  Wbaterer  tai  ■ 
deocy  to  impair  tbe  freedom  of  detMU  i 
House — a  fteedom  no  less  snered  thin  the  wi 
of  the  constitution  itself,  or  to  detract  &oaa^ 
dependence  of  the  representatlTel  of  tlie 
the  rigbt^  dJBcbarge  of  their  high  !mt- 
are  no  doubt  sensible,  must,  in  the  WM^-i-^ 
weaken  and  degrade  not  only  the  LegM'"''! 
nation  iwel^  but  tlie  chancter  of  onrfiw*" 

Your  own  mind  will  snggsst  to  7"^^ 
more  suitable  rettections  than  any  (bii«  w" 
say  conlii  convey.  To  those  reflsctiostl'*' 
pared  to  tnist,  not  doubting  that,  ^  }*'^ 
time  con^dered  the  act  of  violeiice  wtaaj"^ 
committed,  in  tbe  light  hi  whkh  11  huh*") 
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:ur,  1B83L]  CUnn 

1  bj  th«  Eonaa,  yon  would  lum  been  apued  iu 
MtpprobMion  tnd  oeonire,  ud  I  the  duty  of  de- 
aling to  joa  the  raaulc  of  it. 

I  for!>aBr  to  aa;  more  than  to  pranauDce  the 
idgment  of  the  House,  which  is,  that  ;ou  have 
tea  guiltj  of  a  high  breach  of  its  piirileget,  and 
lat  jon  be  reprimanded  therefor,  at  Its  bar,  bjthe 
peaker ;  and,  Id  ob«di«nce  to  tbe  order  of  the 
onae,  1  do  reprimaad  jaa  aocordinglj. 

Tou  will  now  be  conduoted  from  the  bar  of  the 
□DBo,  and  diecharged  from  the  cnitod;  of  tlie 
)iS«ant«t-Anua. 

Mr.  AsoHKR  now  moyed  that  the  pt^^r  pre- 
nited  b7  the  accoaed  be  entered  on  ue  jonmal 
r  the  House, 

Ur.  EvxRETThaTinKwithdrawnlusol^ectlon, 
le  motion  waa  agreod  to. 

BaHi  ^Oie  United  StaUt. 

Ifr.  Adams,  u  t,  member  of  the  Oommittee 
f  laTestimtioD,  made  a  eeparate  report  on  the 
^rs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  acoc 
uiied  bj  Bundrj  docoments,  which  were 
fired  to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  10,000  copies  of  all  the  r«»orte 
n  this  sabject  were  ordered  to  be  {Minted. 

Tduiut,  Ua;  15. 

Ikath  of  ih»  EtpretuitatiM,  Jonathm 

HKKt,Etq. 

Soon  after  the  Jonmal  of  jesterdaj  was  read, 

ICr.  Etirbtt,  of  Vermont,  rose,  and  ad- 
Ireeaed  the  House  as  follows : 

Ur.  Speaker :  It  has  become  mj  painAil  dnty, 
n  behalf  of  wtj  colleegnee,  to  aononnoe  to  this 
{tmee  the  death  of  one  of  their  number,  tlie 
lonorable  Joiii.tiun  Hcbt.    On  this  occasion, 

ma;  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  has  long 
>Ben  a  memtMr  of  this  Honse,  and  that  the 
alents  and  assidnit;  with  which  he  ezecnted 
lis  duties  in  this  place  were  alike  honorable  Xo 
limeeUI  to  this  Honse,  and  to  his  constitaents. 
■  hare  known  hJTn  long,  I  hare  known  him 
'ell;  and  a  pnier  spirit  never  inhabited  mor- 
■Utj.  His  place  in  this  Honse  ma?,  indeed, 
M  nlled,  bnt  the  void  in  the  affections  of  his 
ami];,  and  of  his  friends,  can  never  be  filled. 

ttt.  E.  then  submitted  the  following  resoln- 

lUtalved,  That  the  members  of  the  House  will 
esliiy  Iheir  respect  for  tbe  memory  of  JoHiTHiH 
Inr,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  thin  House  from 
he  State  of  Vermont,  bj  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
im  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  sesdon  of 

The  resolntion  was  nnanimonsly  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Etrrt  then  said  that,  in  deference  to 
^e  expressed  will  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
vishes  of  his  family  and  fHends,  that  the  funeral 
>f  the  deceased  should  be  private,  he  ahonld 
iwbear  to  offer  any  farther  resolntion. 

Mr.  E.  Gtibett  rose,  and  said,  as  it  was  Qie 
una)  practice  for  the  House,  npon  everj  occo- 
^n  U  this  melsodiolf  natore,  to  testify  their 


[H.  . 


regret  by  s<  .    -  ,    - 

fbre  move  that  tiie  House  do  now  adjot 

On  this  motion,  seTenl  gentlemen  addreMed 
the  Honse ;  and  after  eoi&derable  discnsrion 
as  to  the  most  impropriate  mode  of  paying  re> 
spect  to  the  deoeased,  it  ended  in  the  following 
committee,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Etsbbtt,  Mr.  Oahdom, 
Mr.  Slaor,  Mr.  E.  Etkeew,  Mr.  Tatlobj  Mr, 
GHOi,Tx,  and  Mr.  L.  Oondict,  being  appomted 
to  snpenntend  the  ceremonies  to  be  used  at  the 
funeral,  which  the  Honse  resolved  shonld  be 
atteikded  by  the  Speaker,  officers,  and  membws, 
as  was  nsntd  in  idmilar  oases. 

A  motion  of  odjoomment  till  Thnisday  tbfla 
previdled,  with  an  nndcsvtondiiut  that  the  mem- 
IMTB  would  meet  in  the  Hall  t£iB  day  at  thraa 
o'clock,  Co  form  in  prooesdon  to  MwA  tb«' 

Tike  Honse  ihaa  a^onmed  to  Thtmday. 

ToieDATjUa;  SS, 
aakChiUwrt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boor,  tbe  Hotue  went  Into 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  BsssniaKB  in  the 
oh^,  and  took  np  tbe  bill  to  i*omote  the  eol- 
tnre  and  maon&otnre  of  silk. 

Several  verbal  alterations  were  agreed  there- 
to ;  and  an  amendment  Uiat  the  ^tpropristion 
of  $40,000,  to  be  ^ven  to  Mr.  Dnponoeon  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  bill,  shonld  bo 

Said  as  followa ;  on  the  pasnng  of  the  UU, 
10,000;  onthelst  March,  1888,(30,000;  on 
the  let  March,  1884, 110,000— was  also  agreed 


Mr.  Polk,  and  decided  in  tAe  negative — yeasM, 
nays  98, 

The  oommittee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  without  amendment, 

■WxinraBDAT,  May  28. 

Oviture  of  BUk. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  took  np 

the  bill  fbr  the  enoouragement  of  tbe  culture  ai 

sUk. 

Mr.  Folk  asked  ifit  would  be  in  order  to  re- 
new the  motion  to  strike  ont  the  enaotintdanse. 


the  sense  of  the  Home  o: 
portent  question. 


this  novel  and  im- 


observed  that  the  House  was  called  a 

rtvHioi 
— forwWt  hewonldatk.    Why,  nothing  upon 


make  an  ^proprialitmof  fs^rtlioneanddoUara 


upon  to 
ddoUora 


earth.  With  req>ect  to  the  Institution  which 
it  was  proposed  to  establish,  nzty  yotms  men 
were  to  attend  it  at  their  own  expense,  and  even 
pay  their  own  travelling  expenses.  Mr,  D'Ho- 
mergae  was  to  receive  the  sum  he  bad  stated 
for  instructing  them  in  weaving  silk.  It  was 
said  that  the  snm  was  neceesary,  in  order  that 
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he  might  prooore  flztares  and  other  neoeeurj 
artiolw.  At  tha  end  of  three  jotrs,  that  gen- 
tleman vas  to  receive  the  mone;,  whether  he 
inAmoted  any  one  pnpU  or  not ;  whether  the 
pnpil  deriTM  any  benefit  or  not  from  liia  in- 
sCmotion.  lAjing  out  of  Tiew  the'  constitii' 
tionality  of  estsbliahing  this  Institution,  it  whs, 
he  thoD^t,  a  monstrona  propodtttHi.  Was 
there  any  yonng  man  who  coold  go  to  this  ailk- 
weaviDg  tohod;,  who  would  not  go  to  college  ? 
If  he  was  ableto  bear  the  expenses  of  attendiog 
this  Bohocd,  ho  vaa  able  to  be  admitted  into  the 
best  college  in  &e  United  States,  and  acquire  a 
good  education.  For  his  part,  he  saw  no  use  in 
YoUug  away  fbrt;  thousand  dcdlais.  It  was  the 
most  ■JngniT  proposition  he  erer  remembered 
to  have  beard.  Mr.  P.  oonolnded  bj  calling  for 
tiie  Teas  and  nspi,  which  were  ordered. 

Ur,  Ooxs,  of  Vir^nia,  sud  that  when  gen- 
tiemen  were  called  npon  to  show  by  the  consti- 
tntion  their  plea  for  asking  an  appropriation  of 
this  Und,  they  claimed  to  denve  their  right 
from  the  regulation  of  commerce ;  but  they 
bad  not  as  yet  satisfied  his  mind  as  to  the  pow- 
er which  was  set  np.  It  had  been  yesterday 
attempted  to  be  justified  by  the  establishment 
<tf  other  insUtations ;  so  that,  if  encroaohments 
}ui  been  heretofore  made  on  the  constitaUonal 
power,  that  was  to  serve  asareason  formaiking 
^e  qipropriation.  At  this  moment,  when  a 
strong  eioiCement  eiiHted  in  their  eonntry,  which 
was  most  universal,  there  was  a  claim  made 
upon  it  to  give  encouragement'to  industry,  in  a 
mode  never  before  thought  of^  and  for  the  ex- 
clnuve  benefit  of  a  Hingle  individnsl,  who  was 
to  give  ui  academic  edocation  to  mxty  young 
men,  recommended  by  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States.  It  was,  indeed,  the  most  ridic- 
ulous project  he  had  ever  heard  of.  Mr.  0. 
next  combated  this  attempt  to  force  the  coun- 
trj  into  on  mmeoesBan-  expense,  and  said  there 
were  about  sixty-two  individnala  who  did  little 
ebe  than  see  tne  money  of  their  constitnentg 
appropriated  most  liberaUy,  in  order  to  cherish 
the  Interests  of  another  section  of  the  conutry. 
The  people  he  (Mr.  0.)  bad  the  honor  to  repre- 
Boit,  saw  it  and  knew  it ;  and  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  now  to  pause  upon  the  brink  of  the 
Rubicon. 

Mr.  Jxsma  stated  the  reasons  which  had 
led  to  the  reportinff  of  the  bill,  and,  after  re- 
citing the  former  introductioK  of  a  rimilar 
meaanre,  swd,  in  reference  to  the  objections 
made  to  it  by  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  Virfpnia,  (Mr.  Poi^  and  Mr.  Coke,)  that 
the  same  ground  of  nnoonstitolaonality  wt^ 
taken  on  a  variety  of  other  bills,  and,  in  fact, 
every  act  that  did  not  meet  the  particular  views 
of  some  gentlemen,  was  opposed  as  nnconstitn- 
tional.  He  referred  to  the  anxiety  felt  the  last 
session  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  to  the 
circnmatance,  in  proof  of  it,  that  an  application, 
signed  by  ninety-one  members  of  Congress,  had 
been  made  to  Mr.  B'Homergue,  requesting  him 
not  to  quit  thisoonntry,  but  to  remain  and  wait 
fbr  the  aotioa  of  Congress  during  the  present  ses- 


sion. HewentontowgneupoDtliedetubrfAi  I 
bill,  whioh,  he  observed,  left  it  in  the  &>n&a  1 
of  the  Prerfdent  to  arrest  the  progreei  dit  \ 
establishment,  if  its  advaabiges  should  xsh  I 
snch  as  would  justify  the  ezp«nditiiTe  nt  da  I 
forty  thousand  dollars  to  be  ^ipttmriaT  '  ' 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Polk,  he  i 
it  was  not  incumbent  or  compnlBory  apa 
State  to  send  young  aum  to  Boqiiiret}w*n,sri 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  jonmey  to  F^ 
delphia  or  any  other  place  fortlut  popoK 
The  bill  only  held  out  t)ie  sdvantages  totka 
who  might  be  disposed  to  av^  them^dierf 
the  opportunity  which  it  preeenit«d  of  hw 
ing  acquainted  with  the  beet  mode  <rf  laat 
a  product  which  would  <indoDb(«Uy  baoa 
one  of  the  first  and  most  valnable  starts  (rfAt 
country.  Mr.  J.  oondoded  by  giving  sn  iM*- 
esting  sketch  of  the  benefits  which  would  nfd 
from  an  extennon  of  this  pteanog  and  u^ 
art  tbrougbout  the  country, 

Mr.  WioEUFFi  asked  whether,  if  the  Hso 
were  determined  to  go  into  this  matter  at  i» 
culture  of  silk,  it  would  not  be  better  ts  Am 
a  national  establishment,  and  giv«  a  Btluya 
the  person  to  be  employM.  for  tesching  the  Kl 
He  wished  the  friends  of  the  taetBon  to  ki 
into,  and  reooniider  the  det^ls  of  the  tuD  Ttad 
prt^oeed  to  give  forty  thousand  dollan  to  ft: 
D'Homergne  for  the  employment  orba!6md 
sixty  individuals,  whether  they  mt^t  or  ns^ 
not  choose  to  be  employed  or  tangfat  at  sH  Me. 
W.  related  an  aneoi]ot«  on  th«  BnbjectoftM 
bill,  A  former  ohturman  of  the  COTomiltM  m 
Agriculture,  he  observed,  had  himself  sstdlt 
could  not  see  the  cwiBtitotioDal  power  to  oA 
the  appropriation;  but  he  replied,  "Oh,^ 
us  the  bill,  and  we  will  forniah  the  oofstili- 
tlonal  argimient."  Ur.  W.  went  on  to  itntr 
the  objectionable  feetareaof  tbe  I»I1,  and^ 
pealed  to  the  friends  of  d<HDestic  mano&nxurK 
(and  he  would  take  the  oceadon  to  say  that  it 
was  a  friend  to  a  reasonabla  and  prtqieT  probe- 
tion  of  our  mannfacturere,)  whether  this  Ifi, 
granting  all  the  land,  buildings,  materials,  ia- 
plements,  machinery,  Ac.,  purchased  by  tk 
forty  thonsand  dolI^s,  and  the  profita  that  mq 
accrue  fhnn  its  expenditure  to  this  indiiidoal; 
imder  tbe  arrangements  proposed,  ought  to^ 
passed  at  snch  a  time  as  the  preeeiDt.  Mr.  T. 
adverted  to  the  approaching  extinction  of  thi 
public  debt,  and  to  the  public  anxiety  fort 
diminutionof thebnrdensof taiatioD.  Theew 
of  the  country,  b^  observed,  were  fixed  umb 
Congress,  and  yet  tbey  were  now  engagedii 
die  discussion  of  a  measure  which,  in  its  t^jee- 
tionable  character,  goes  far  beyond  any  piu- 
ject  ever  introdnced  into,  or  ever  ean^i^tioMd  I7. 
that  House.  Mr.  W.  adverted,  in  ocmdnnon,  H 
the  establishment  of  the  Military  Acsdeiaytt 
West  Point.  He  had  int^ided,  he  said,  if  ht 
had  had  time,  to  have  redeemed  the  repotitios 
of  the  departed  saint,  CB^.  JefiersonJ  wid 
whom  that  institution  origioated.  Bad  thM  3- 
lustrions  pa&iot  been  permitted  to  see  hov  Ibt 
acad«ny  was  at  present  oonstltiited,  aid  h 


Oat,  I83S.] 

■•notion  it,  he  might  well  liave  been  aoonsed  of 
la  abuse  of  the  ooDetitntioiial  power.  It  waa 
trigtaally  established  by  a  oougregoUon  togeth- 
ir  of  the  junior  sffioen  of  the  army,  who  were 
o  be  isHtraoted  in  the  edenoe  of  their  profee- 
lion  by  tlteir senior  officers.  Ten  juuioroffioeni, 
uUled  oadeta,  assembled  for  this  purpose,  had 
brmed  the  nnolena  or  seed  from  which  had 
prang  np  this  growing  eioresoeoce — for  a 
[rowing  escreeoence  he  would  aall  it — upon  oor 
"epnblican  instjtQtioiis.  He  earnestly  remon- 
itrated  against  going  into  snch  a  meamire  at  the 
>r«eent  arisis,  when  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on 
ill  hand8  that  meaanree  of  mntnal  conciliation 
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jnprovement,  bnt  he  conld  not  go  the  length 
>f  this  bill.  He  waa  like  an  indlTtdual  in  Vir- 
puia,  who,  when  asked,  daring  the  revolntion, 
irbetiier  he  would  go  for  "  liberty  or  death," 
replied  that  be  c«uld  no^  go  so  far  as  that,  be- 
SHDEe,  when  he  was  dead,  liberty  wonid  do  him 
u>  good ;  bnt  he  would  go  as  Ear  as  "  Uberty, 
>r  be  crippled." 

yir.  Stewart  read  extracts  fh>m  a  Uessage 
>f  General  Washington  to  the  first  Oongress 
inder  the  constitution,  in  which  he  recom- 
nended  granting  the  bounties,  and  other  peca- 
lisry  aid,  for  the  introdnotion  of  valnablo  im- 
>roFemeDts.  He  also  quoted  Alexander  Hamil- 
ion  for  the  same  porpose. 

Mr.  WiOKLiFTB  now  moved  to  recommit  the 
jiH  to  flie  Committee  on  Agricaltore,  with  in- 
itmctions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ea- 
^abliahing  a  filature  at  the  pnblio  expense,  and 
unploying  a  mperinteadent  with  salary. 

This  motion  was  rejected  without  a  connt 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  the  mo- 
don  of  Ur.  Pole  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
^lanse  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  by — yeas  97, 
Miys  Tl. 

So  the  enacting  danse  waa  stricken  ont,  and 
the  bill  of  course  rejected. 


TmrsBDAT,  May  24. 

Alasandrut  C^naL 

Th«  Honse  proceeded  to  couEdder  the  billa 

relating  to  the  District  of  Oolnmbia ;  and  tiie 

Sestion  being  on  the  bill  for  the  aid  of  the 
exaodria  Canal  Oompany, 

'iir  DoDDuiDOB  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
1^11,  which  he  withdrew  in  favor  of  another 
presented  by 

Mr.  J,  B.  BiKBOUB,  approprifttiug  100,000 
Jollars  to  the  company,  to  be  applied  to  the 
jonstmction  of  an  aquedoet  over  the  PoUtmaCL 
at  or  near  Georgetown.  Mi.  B.  briefly  stated 
tliat  the  amount  of  direct  tax  which  had  been 
levied  upon  that  part  of  the  District  lyins  south 
tt  the  Potomac  was  more  than  ]O4,OO0  dollars, 
rhis  money  had  been  applied  to  Uie  general  pnr- 
ftoaea  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  now,  therefore, 
DO  more  than  equitable  that  that  amonnt  should 
be  retamed.  for  the  uae  of  the  District,  by 


[H.  or  R. 

Oongreea,  which  was  its  only  local  Le^ala- 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — 96  to  71. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Lamab  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Spbioht  moved  a  caU  of  the  Honse ;  bat 
the  motion  waa  negatived,  and  the  question  on 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried — yeas 
SO,  n^s  78. 


MoNDAT,  May  28. 

Indian  Mittu/narU»  ImpriioTud  in  Qtorgia. 

Mr.  PENiiLBTOtf,  of  Kew  York,  presented  to 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  a  petition  firom 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Dntchesa  county,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
the  most  speedy  and  efFeatuaJ  measures  to  enforce 
the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  missionariea 
Worcester  and  Butler,  imprisoned  under  a  Judg- 
ment of  a  State  court  in  Oeorgia. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  petition  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  HooBe  a  question  no  less  im- 
portant, than  whether  the  law  of  the  land,  ad- 
judicated iu  the  highest  tribunal,  ehnll  fnmidi 
to  American  citizens  a  rule  of  action  or  not ; 
whether  there  beknowntotheoonsUtutiontwo 
powers,  the  collisions  of  which  are  to  be  de- 
cided, not  by  law,  bnt  by  war. 

The  Indian  relations  of  the  United  States  are, 
said  Mr.  P.,  In  one  sense,  intimately  connected 
with  this  question^  but  not  aa  I  shall  consider 
iL  Public  men  will  probably  ^ffer  in  opinion 
□Don  the  sul^ect  of  tnose  relations  as  long  as 
the  subject  itself  shall  be  remembered.  The 
question  is  nut  now  whether  the  Supreme  Court 
have  taken  a  oorreot  view  of  those  relations  or 
not ;  it  is  not  whether  their  decision  be  right, 
bnt  it  is  whether  they  possess  anthority  to 
make  any  decision  at  all.  Neither  shall  I  speak 
of  the  motives  or  conduct  of  the  individnala  in 
whoee  behalf  we  are  peUtiooed  to  interfere. 
It  has  been  said  that  they  are  fanatics.  What 
then  f  Is  this  a  question  of  religious  enthu- 
siasm, or  of  personal  rights  I  I  hesitate  ikot  to 
affirm  that  civil  liberty  owes  aa  much  to  eccle- 
siastics as  she  owes  to  lawyers. 

When  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England 
had  demonstrated  the  right  of  private  Judg- 
ment, and  the  natural  independence  of  men  in 
the  formation  of  a  religious  belief,  it  waa  bnt  a 
step  to  apply  those  same  principles  to  a  like  in- 
dependence iu  the  affairs  of  Government  and 
State;  accordingly,  we  find,  in  the  history  of 
English  lil>erty,  that  the  names  of  Hooker  and 
Ohillin^orth  are  commemorated  on  the  same 
page  with  those  of  Hampden  and  Sydney.  Sir, 
there  is  a  greater  example  atiU.  When  the 
Apostle  Paul  stood  iu  the  presence  of  the  Bo- 
man  centurion,  and  they  were  binding  him  with 
thongs,  he  asked  this  little  question :  "  la  it 
lawfol  for  you  to  scourve  a  man  that  is  a  JRo- 
man,  and  nncmidemned  t "     I  aak  yoo,  31^. 
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Speaker,  ia  it  lawtU  for  yon  to  impriMO  a  man 
that  is  an  AmericBo,  and  acquitted  f  Doea  it 
not  oocor  to  ever^  man'e  mind  to  ask,  how  hap- 
Mns  it  in  &  Oovenunent  of  law,  that  tJie  law 
u  witiiont  authoritjt 

Tha  answer  is,  beeanse  it  operatea  upon  on« 
of  the  sovereign  parties  to  this  couipsct. 

Whether  this  answer  be  infficient  or  not, 
whether  it  suits  "  the  geuins  and  the  language 
of  the  ajBt«ni  before  ns,"  is  the  qnestion  to  be 
determined.  When  my  attention  was  first  di- 
rected to  this  sabject,  I  found  that  all  extolled 
the  ooDstitution,  tnongb  few  understood  it  alike ; 
■11  spoke  of  its  fraraera  with  reverence  and  re- 
spect. To  them,  then,  I  determine  to  make  my 
appeal ;  in  this  appeal,  Ur.  Speaker,  there  is  a 
pecoliar  fitness.  As  this  coiiBtitutiou  was 
offered  to  the  people,  so  it  was  accepted ;  as  it 
was  expluned,  k>  it  was  understood ;  there  was 
not  one  intent  in  those  who  gave,  and  another 
in  thoee  who  receired.  Tbi»  system,  thos  con- 
trived, became,  by  adoption  of  the  American 
people,  a  fixed  and  determined  system.  We 
may  alter  its  terms,  it  is  tme ;  but  while  the 
terms  remain,  wo  cannot  give  them  ft  new 
meaning.  Id  relation  to  it,  we  stand  in  a  very 
different  situation  from  our  ancestors — widi 
them  it  was  persuasion,  to  ns  it  is  anthority — 
with  them  ft  was  reason,  but  to  ns  it  is  law. 
There  exists,  Ur.  Speaker,  a  very  striking  dif- 
ference between  the  old  opponents  of  the  con- 
Kitntioa  and  the  new ;  the  former  admitted  it 
to  be,  in  truth  and  in  deed,  what  its  iHends  in- 
tended to  make  it ;  bnt  the  new  school  insists 


case.  Otherwise,  Mr.  Benry,  for  itist«nce,  and 
Kr.  Wilson,  shonld  have  changed  sides;  the 
former  should  have  l>een  for  the  constitution, 
and  the  latter  against  it ;  for  this  new  school 
maintains  the  constitntion  to  be  that  verj  thing, 
for  not  being  which,  Mr.  Henry  opposed  it ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  mointuns  it  to  be  that  very 
thing,  for  not  being  which,  Mr.  Wilson  sup- 
ported it.  So  much  wiser,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the 
new  whiga  than  the  old. 

I  have  alluded  to  a  new  school,  and  a  new 
doctrine.  What  doctrine  is  this,  which,  as 
presenting  a  tme  theory  of  this  Government, 
WSH  expressly  repudiated  by  all  the  leading  men 
on  either  side  in  the  federal  and  State  conven- 
tions ?  The  leading  principle  is,  that  the  con- 
etitntioo  is  a  compact  between  sovereign 
States. 

From  this  poution  ore  drawn,  for  practice, 
two  general  inferences.  One,  that  each  of  these 
sovereign  parties  possesses  the  riaht  of  final  and 
independent  interpretation ;  it  ts  an  incident 
inseparable  from  sovereign  power,  that  the  sov- 
ereign should,  for  himself  and  in  the  last  resort, 
determine  the  extent  of  his  own  engagements  i 
the  other  is,  that  any  of  the  sovereign  parties 
may  withdraw  from  the  oompaot,  if  dissatisfied 
wiUi  the  manner  of  its  operation,  or  the  mode 
of  ita  observance.  Now,  sir,  I  deny  the  prind- 
ple,  and  botJi  the  inferences.    The  constitntion 


is  not  a  compact,  treaty,  or  alHaoca,  tara 
the  Sovereign  Btatea, 

There  were  submitted  in  the  goienlfmm- 
tion  two  principal  plans  for  con«idaiti'a.  I 
omit  all  notice  of  the  third,  whidi  wu  p 
posed  by  Oeneral  HamDton,  and  of  sbid  a 
Johnson  svd  shrewdly,  that  It  wsspturi)] 
everybody,  and  supported  by  domj  'tn 
like  the  hare  with  many  friends— ill  gm^t 
good  word  as  they  paaeed  by,  bnt  nowWii 
np  on  their  hacks.  Essentially,  then,  tfintm 
bat  two.  One  of  these  proceeded  mxn  tl«iii 
ofacompact  between  States;  theoifittpnw* 
ed  upon  the  ideaof  an  institution  of  thtps^ 
These  two  systems  were  antagonist  {jstev^ 
one  to  the  other.  They  continned  tbin^ 
distinct  and  irreconcilable,  and  vers  una  ■ 
that  day  for  one  moment  confonnded.  Tbtca 
supported  the  idea  of  a  Govenunent  ierd 
from  the  States,  was  opposed  to  the  idnrfi 
Government  denved  from  the  people ;  wtaw 
patronized  the  principle  of  p(^nlar  deriitk 
was  hostile  to  a  Govomnient  depcncBBf  w* 

The  ultimate  decinon  of  qneetioiiswbidiE; 

involve  the  whole  Union  in  war,  on^t  tft 
be  lelt  to  the  local  tribtmals ;  theL'  jalfff » 
not  responsible  to  the  nation;  »eiin» 
check  upon  them  here  by  impeaehmw;  d 
the  President  and  Senate  have  no  inHoaoi " 
their  original  appoiutmonL  I  decin  t>  h 
understood.  I  am  for  strict  oonstruetiiBi,  > 
man  Is  more  hostile  than  I  am  to  >U  " 
called  kttitndinorian  principles.  I  do  sol  ^ 
tend  that  the  national  tnbnnals  pons  ia 
power,  because,  from  rcasMis  of  Bliti.  dr 
ought  to  ptHsess  it,  Bnt  I  do  contoii^ 
when  we  resist  an  attempt  to  abridge  i  pi*^ 
given  In  express  terms,  that  then  the  jn^. 
of  exerting  the  power  to  the  extent  gi«ii,Br 
by  reasons  of  State,  be  rightfully  shown. 

There  are  two  objections  which  li»"  I* 
chiefly  inasted  upon.  First,  it  haa  b«o  * 
that  the  appellate  power  presupposes  u  idst 
ority  in  the  8Ute  courts ;  and,  s«oodij>< 
the  words  of  the  constitntion  are  s«!ii«f 
confining  thispower  to  the  inferior  «"** 
the  Union.  Why,  sir,  this  xery  ebrma  «■■ 
sion )  The  State  courts  are  inferior ;  fi*  • 
dition  supposed  to  he  so  indiroenabh.  * 
withal  so  inconceivable,  does  really  eii*-  f* 
any  thing  be  plunert  What  saysttK  p^' 
"  The  constitution,  lawt  and  treaties  maittt 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  Uie  Isni' •» 
"  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bonod  uw 
by,  any  thing  in  the  constitntion  or  liw**"? 
State  to  the  oontrary  notwithstandiBg'^ 
for  the  second  suggestion,  the  ftot  npoa  rts 

Blniift  it.  lipTiBTiilB  li  not.  t.md:  the  WOidJ  IT*  ■* 


s^d,  when  so  common  a  coutingency  v  • —  , 
OS  the  oripn  of  the  suit  in  ths  Satt»»V 
Let  this  contingency  happen  in  sB  **^ 
the  judicial  power  of  the  Govemnwl"^ 
never  be  brought  to  bear  upon  any  a»  i*^ 
for  instance,  the  gtveit  case  (rf  ■  lw*ff' " 
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ational  ponrt  baa  not  original  JnriBdiotion, 
rhioh  it  hu  not,  nor  tqi^«Ilata,  vbioh  it  la 
ontended  it  liu  not,  there  ib  no  jurisdiction  at 
11;  and  this  is  the  conclnaloa  which  is  snp- 


;  this  mode  of  reasoning,  the  Jarisdiction  of 
hie  angnst  tribunal  does  not  depend  upon  anj 
si^oal  prinoiplea  of  Qovemment  or  views  of 
ivi]  polity;  joa  maj  not  impute  to  it  tiie 
OBception  of  a  greet  purpose  ardentijr  derired 
jid  esMtly  foreeeen.  Here  are  no  traces  of 
i>recast,  no  evidences  of  design.  It  is  not  a 
■oint  well  asoerttuned  and  deflnitiTelr  fixed. 
)n  the  eontrarf,  all  ita  powers  are  left  to  be 
letermined  b^  the  resnlt  of  a  scramble  be- 
ween  the  conrta,  or  hy  the  whim  of  the  snttor, 
rho  may  select  his  own  tribanal,  and  to  that 
election  all  other  considerations  most  field, 
whether  derired  from  the  genioe  of  the  GoTem- 
nent,  the  language  of  the  oonetitntion,  or  the 
lablio  welfare.  The  appellate  power  then 
ixislH  in  all  the  ennmerated  cases,  whether  of 
ivil  or  criminal  jariadiction.  There  is  do  dis- 
JDCtliHi  in  tbo  letter — there  shonld  be  none  in 
lie  interpretation :  ameroemente,  imprison- 
nenta,  hard  labor,  and  death,  are  of  more  oon- 
«m  bo  the  citieen  than  the  oonaeqnences  of 
tny  civil  Judgment. 

Afbw  words  npon  the  measnres  which  Ihave 
>ropoaed  to  tho  Eoose.  It  appears  to  be,  npon 
he  wholes  the  opinion  of  the  profeasion,  (it  is 
lertaiolj  that  of  ver^  eminent  lawyers,)  tiiat 
he  proviso  in  the  foorteenth  section  of  the 
[ndieijuy  aot  extends  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
ij  that  proviso,  writs  of  AoSm*  eorput  do  not 
ixtend  to  prisoners  in  gaol,  unless  where  they 
ire  in  custody  nnder,  or  \>j  color  of  the  anthor- 
%j  of  the  United  States.  I  am  informed  that 
D  Cabrera's  case  this  proviso  was  held  to 
ixtend  to  the  cironit  courts  of  the  United 
Itatea.  It  Is  impos^ble  to  believe  that  it  was 
irer  intended  to  include  persons  confined  in  gaol 
n  pursuance  of  a  Judgruent  erroneous  npon  a 
Kmstttadonal  point.  Snoh  an  idea  is  utterly 
Dcon^tent  with  the  express  language  of  the 
ection,  and  the  spirit  of  the  whole  aoi.  Uj 
list  proposition  Is  designed  to  removo  this 
uoonsiateney,  and  settle  this  doubt. 

Upon  the  second  proposition,  when  the 
lupreme  Court  reverses  the  Judgment  of  a 
Ute  court,  the  cause  is,  in  the  first  instance, 
emanded  for  a  final  decision.  If  the  court 
elow  obey,  as  they  are  tjound  to  do,  it  is  well ; 
r  not,-the  refusal  to  obey  (such  has  been  the 
ractice)  is  regarded  as  error  in  the  canse ;  and 
be  reftisal  must  ^pear  on  record.  In  no  prior 
istauce,  if  I  am  oorrectlv  informed,  has  any 
onrt  remsed  to  make  such  an  entry.  But  in 
lie  case  of  these  two  missionaries,  the  conrt  in 
reorgitt  has  refused  to  make  any  entry  upon 
he  record  at  all.  Hence,  no  second  writ  of 
rror  can  be  bronght.  Bnrely  the  House  will 
ever  consent  to  suffer  the  public  Justice  to  be 
efeated  by  such  a  trick  as  this.  It  affords  a. 
Irong  illnstrsUoD  of  the  spirit  bj  which  an 


Inferior  conrt  maybe  actnated.  This  remanding 
of  the  clause,  in  the  first  instance,  is  a  very 
cinrasy  and  unneoesaary  contrivance.  It  was 
originally  a  mere  act  of  civility  to  the  State 
conrt,  and  should  never  be  allovred  to  obstmcL 
snbstaatially,  the  operation  chF  the  law ;  and 
iussmnch  as  it  seema,  in  this  case,  to  have 
been  perverted  to  that  eff'ect  I  propose  to  re- 
peal it. 

I  have  thns,  Ur.  Speaker,  delivered  to  the 
House  my  sentiments  npon  this  important  and 
delicate  question.  InSuenced,  as  I  have  been 
throughout,  by  an  unaffected  desire  to  avoid 
offence,  I  have  touched  npon  no  topic,  I  have 
uttered  no  language  which  could  alarm  tfie  pride 
of  the  State  of  Oeoi^ia,  or  esdte  the  feelings 
of  her  representatives. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  am  not  altogether  to  be  Justi- 
fied for  Uie  cold  and  phl^[matio  manner  which 
I  have  forced  myself  to  adopt.  The  House 
will  remember  that,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  I  submitted  certf^n  resolutions,  InvidT- 
ing  the  very  same  principlea  and  oonrae  of 
reasoning  which  I  have  here  so  feebly  attraapted 
to  develop.  It  was  not  tJie  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  devote  any  portion  of  its  time  to  their 
consideration.  When  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
to  yield  quietly  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House, 
my  attention  was  again  called  to  this  subject,  by 
my  own  constituents,  who  have  manifested 
snoh  a  generous  sympathy  with  these  unfor- 
tunate missionaries.  It  has  thus  happened, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  an  accidental  opportunity 
has  more  contribnted  to  the  original  purpose 
than  my  own  careAiI  derigns. 


I  have  nothing  more  to  add  t^an  to  express 
my  earnest  wiah  tiiat  the  petition  of  my  otmsti- 
tuenta  may  be  granted,  that  the  repreaentativea 
of  the  American  people  will  not  be  insensible  to 
the  great  rights  of  personal  liberty  and  the 
clearest  dictates  of  constitntional  law,  and  that 
we  will  not  leave  either  our  f^Uow-^itirena,  or 
the  stranger  within  our  gates,  to  the  oppresnim 
of  any  local  and  sabordinate  power, 

Ur.  P.  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  the 
petition  to  a  Select  Ocmimittee,  with  instruo- 
tioDS  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  that  where  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  shall  declare  an  act  of  impris- 
onment to  be  illegal,  a  habeat  eorpiu  may  issue 
for  bringing  the  person^  so  illegally  imprisoned, 
before  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District 
Courts,  and  disohorfced,  and  also  for  repealing 
so  mnoh  of  the  judiciary  act  as  requires  a  case 
carried  from  a  Stat«  conrt  to  the  Supreme 
Court  to  be  remanded  for  execution,  and  to 
authorize  the  Supreme  Court  to  execute  th^ 
own  judgments. 

7%»  7!»r^—B«diielion  tif  D%tUt—&ipm»m  <tf 
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Meaiu)  to  equalize  the  datiee   on    imports 

lir.  UoDcFna  rose,  and  B^d :  I  propoee,  at, 

to  sabmit  some  expUnAtioiia,  in  additioo  to  lliose 
alreadj.presentAO,  ia  a  different  form,  of  the 
views  and  prindplea  wbioli  icdocod  the  Commit- 
tee of  Waj-B  and  Means  to  report  tlie  present  bill 
as  an  a^jnxtment  of  the  great  snltject  of  the  tari£ 
1  must,  however,  io  Hie  outset,  candidly  ac- 
knowledge that  I  have  not  the  least  gUmmeriog 
of  hope  toat  an;  thing  1  mar  otter  at  tbia  lime, 
or  which  any  homaa  lieing  can  advance  in  this 
Hall,  will  indnce  the  m^oritj  to  adopt  the 
meaanre  now  proposed,  or  anj  other  measure 
fbnuded  on  similar  principles.  Nay,  sir,  I  am 
ralaotandj  compelled  to  go  still  further.  Al- 
though  I  have  been  disposed  to  hope  even 
agunst  hope,  that  some  providential  coincidence 
c^  oircumstanoes  might  yet  intervene  to  incline 
the  hearts  of  the  migoritj  to  jnstice,  and  lead 
their  deliberations  to  some  propitions  result,  ;et 
the  developments  and  the  experience  of  everf 
day  have  rendered  it  more  and  more  apparent 
that  all  snob  expectations  are  utterly  vam  and 
delusive.  As  to  anj  adjustment  of  this  great 
question,  therefore,  which  eheH  give  traoquillitj 
to  the  pnblio  mindj  and  restore  the  broken  har- 
mony of  this  Umon,  "  mj  final  hope  is  flat 
despair."  Under  these  circumstanoi^  it  may 
seem  singolar,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that 
it  is  precisely  because  I  do  not  hope  to  produce 
OonvictioQ  upon  the  minda  of  this  committee, 
and  have  no  expectation  that  this  great  ques- 
tion will  be  adjusted  here,  that  I  am  more  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  set  forth,  in  the  dearest 
and  most  distinct  manner,  the  principles  which 
will  govern  me,  and,  as  I  befieve,  those  who 
are  associated  with  m^  as  well  as  the  State  we 
in  oonmion  represent,  m  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
this  great  contest  for  our  inalienable  rights. 
Sir,  it  is  vain,  it  is  worse  than  vain,  to  attempt 
to  put  by,  to  evade,  or  to  palter  with  this  qaes- 
tioD.  It  can  no  longer  be  disguised  that  there 
does  exist,  under  the  unjust  and  oppressive  le^s- 
lation  of  Congress,  and  without  any  agency  of 
Providenoe  to  that  effect,  a  radical  hostility  of 
interests  between  the  two  great  subdivisions  of 
this  confederacy.  And  if  the  power  of  the 
majority,  and  not  their  sense  of  justice,  is  to 
decide  the  present  controversy,  it  will  be  impos- 
uble  ever  to  reconcile  these  conSioting  inter- 
ests. Snch  beuig  the  case,  God  only  knows 
what  is  to  be  the  end  of  this  great  political 
drama.  One  thing  is  certain ;  an  eventful 
poUtical  era  is  at  hand,  and  whether  it  shall  be 
signaliKed  by  the  civil  triumph,  or  by  the  catas- 
trophe of  constitutional  lit>erty,  history  will 
record  that  triumph  or  that  catastrophe,  and 
po8t«rity  will  pronounce  judgment  on  the  au- 
thors of  it. 

That  my  views  and  principles  may  be  under- 
stood and  appreciated  Dy  that  august  tribunal, 
and  that  the  record  which  history  shall  make 
np  may  present  the  true  issue  between  the  two 


great  owttending  partiea,  the  oppWd  iri 
the  oppressed,  I  wul  attempt  befote  I  lib  tf 
seat,  to  demonstrate  how  grievow  ire  tk 
wrongs  we  have  too  patiently  endi)red,ndbi 
vital  and  sacred  are  the  righta  for  «hi«h  nM 
contending. 

But,  before  I  proceed  to  jiTiniiiii  i^  ■- 
equality  and  gross  ugostioe  of  this  a^ini 
~  ~im  of  taxation  and  protectim,  I  slalii 
.tteotion  of  the  committee  to  a  bnef  cif» 
tion  of  my  views  as  to  the  ainoantof  im^ 
which,  under  existing  carcometanoc^  I  itm  it 
ixpedient  to  provide  for  de&aying  the  BBttw] 
kod  proper  expenses  of  this  Qovemnai. 

In  deciding  this  question,  there  is  lo  kAK 
criterion  to  which  we  can  resort  thsotbena' 
age  expenditures  of  a  fMmer  period,  *liJA4 
must  Bckoowledf^  to  famish  a  pmpcf  ituit 
such  a  calculation.  In  1821,  oor  • —  " 
reduced  from  a  war  to  a  peaix  et 
From  the  year  following  ttiis  rediKuon  a  m 
close  of  Ur.  llonroe'sAdminisbatioo  is  Iffll 
inclusive,  I  have  made  a  oalonlatioo  d  it 
average  expenses  of  this  GoverDnMit  tu  il 
objects,  botJi  permanent  and  oonting«nt;  id 
the  result  is,  that  these  ezpenaca  tmmi 
annaaUy,toa!esssumthanflO,000,00(|L  K« 
of  those  who  hear  me  will  bear  me  oot  wta! 
say,  that,  whenlfirsttookmyseatinthittu^.I 
regarded  as  very  extravagant  in  nyHite 

egu^i  to  the  public  expenditure,  becwel 

justified  the  expenditures  of  that  Adnunistnlia 
Bir,  iir.  Uonroe's  Administration  was  d»DsiMl 
by  a  Urge  party  in  this  country  for  its  emtn- 
gance.  It  was  accused  of  pr^iariog  ll«  H 
for  a  great  and  splendid  Government,  iH^ 
of  regarding  thoee  prinoiplea  of  ecffluunjla' 
down  by  the  fathers  of  our  pcJiticsl  cbmA 
I  did  not  think  so  then,  and  I  do  not  Itbd: « 

T ;  and  I  shall  hiul  the  day  when  the  pitMM 

any  future  Administration  shall  briifbft 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the  tw* 

n  of  110,000,000,  which  I  beliere  to  bea 

iple  provision  for  all  the  exigencitt  id  b* 
country.  But,  sir,  so  far  from  widiiiigbtdi^ 
mantle  our  fortifications,  suffer  the  Daij  ui* 
upon  the  docks,  and  leave  the  nalion  tsomj 
defenceless,  as  has  been  saggeeted  in  a  if^ 
recently  offered  to  the  Eoose,  I  am  fi»  v^^ 
buning  all  the  institnlioits  of  the  conntry  lu  > 
respectable  footing,  and  am  willing,  md  h"* 
ever  been  willing,  W  mse  whatever  toxMni  a 
revenue  may  be  necessary  for  that  paip* 
though  I  am  aware  that  the  burden  will  be  niT 
miequally  distributed,  even  by  this  IhII. 

The  essential  institutions  of  the  «""''^^ 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  ciTil  «**fj^ 
ment.  These  I  retard  as  indiBponsiUs ;  I  »* 
them  to  be  necessary  at  all  times,  in  P'**'r 
in  war ;  for  I  fully  recoguiie  the  traii  of  w 
maxim,  that  the  best  way  to  presw*  P** 
is  to  be  prepared  for  war.  Noir,  sr,  dm 
the  last  three  Tears  of  Mr.  Monroe's  Ato»** 
tion,  it  was  denounced,  as  I  have  ewi,  w  » 
extravagance ;  and  yet  the  total  annul  a^ 
diture  for  the  army,  the  navy,  mdlheo" 
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lilt,  amounted,  during  those  years,  to  lees  than 
(7,000,000,*  I  repeat  it,  rir,  eumhatioallj,  that, 
when  our  army  was  more  emoient,  ita  rank 
twtter  filled,  and  ita  offioera  as  Domeroas  and 
Dompetaot  as  they  now  ore,  the  annaal  expenses 
3!  the  Glovenunentfor  these  three  ohieota  were 
less  than  seven  millions  of  dollars.  When  jon 
idd  to  this  (he  eipeDditnre  for  the  Inoian 
[>epartment,  and  for  other  objects  of  a  misoel- 
laneons  kind,  each  amounting  to  t.  little  np- 
■rarda  of  half  a  million,  it  will  be  fonnd  that, 
Kcdnnve  of  pendonH,  the  whole  KTerage  eipea- 
Utore  of  the  United  States,  dsring  those  years, 
unonnted  to  bat  little  more  than  $8,000,000. 
Lssnming  this  as  a  basis,  and  I  am  satisfied 
iiat  the  amoont  will  be  more  than  sufficient, 
MpeciaUj  as  our  fortificationa  are  nearly  com- 
peted, (and  I  hope  never  hereafter  to  see  more 
ihan  (600,000  snnQoUy  expended  npon  them.) 
Rid  as  the  imi»VTements  of  oar  navy  yards 


!br  ohjeeta  of  a  permanent  natare. 
Then,  as  to  pensions,  I  shall  confine  my 


liem.  During  the  three  years  I  bare  men- 
ioned,  the  p^sion  list  was  very  large ;  since 
lien,  however,  tfae  namber  of  pensioners  has 
!nen  rapidly  diminished  by  death.  So  that, 
vhereae,  in  1S32,  die  snm  expended  on  this 
tijeot  was  nearly  (3,000,000,  it  is  now  less  than 
(1,000,000,  notwithstanding  the  great  number 
)f  pensioners  since  pat  upon  the  roll,  by  special 
Mts  of  OongresB,  and  the  relaxed  mle  of  the 
War  Department.    It  may  fairly  be  preenmed. 


ige,  that,  in  the  coarae  of  some  five  years,  this 
Hwneb  of  ezpeoditare  will  be  reduced  to  a  very 
noonriderable  som. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that,  alter  paying  off  the 
nbtio  debt,  there  will  be  a  large  snrplns,  not 
eea  than  eight  or  ten  millions,  of  the  inoome  of 
Ite  year  1883,  becanse  the  income  pf  that  year 
irill  be  prinoipally  derived  from  dnties  which 
iccraed  dnring  tiie  present  year,  nnder  the 
ixisting  tariff.  Moreover,  as  the  pr(^>osed 
vdaction  of  ttie'datles  will  be  gradual,  and  I 
im  wiQing  to  make  It  still  more  so,  by  exteod- 
n^  the  period  of  Snal  redaction  to  three  years, 
t  IS  obvioaa  that  the  sarplns  revenne  must  be 
lonriderahle  dnring  all  these  years,  and  that 
Jk  sofBciency  of  a  revenue  derived  from  aver- 
age dnties  of  m  per  cent,  will  not  be  brought ' 
o  the  test  in  lees  than  four  or  five  years. 
Even  if  we  aappose  that  the  pension  bill,  now 
ending,  shooH  become  a  law,  it  is  not  proba- 
ble that  the  whole  pension  establishment,  fbnr 
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or  five  years  hence,  will  require  an  expenditure 
of  more  than  (2,000,000.  But  be  that  as  it 
may,  (8,000,000  will  be  amply  sofficientfortho 
permanent  institutions  and  ordinary  expenses, 
and  all  the  revenue  over  that  sum  will  be 
apj^icable  to  pensions  and  other  objects. 

The  next  inquiry  in  order  is,  what  amount  of 
revenne  a  doty  of  ISJper  cent,  upon  all  imports 
will  bring  into  the  Ireasnryt  If  we  assnine, 
as  the  basis  of  our  estimate,  the  average  amount 
of  the  merchandise  imported  for  oonBumption 
daring  the  last  seven  years,  we  shall  nave 
something  less  th&n  (69,000,000  as  that  average. 
The  revenne  from  ^is  amount  of  imports,  at 
l%i  per  cent,  duty,  would  be  something  lesa 
than  (9,000,000.  But  we  are  inquiring  what 
will  be  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  four  or  five 
years  hence,  after  all  the  sorplusea  shall  bo 
exhausted :  and  I  think  it  may  be  very  safely 
estimated  that  the  amount  of  the  dutiable  im- 
ports, nnder  this  bill,  will  not  be  less  than 
(S0,000,000.  Then  will  be  atleast  (13,000,000 
now  annually  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
existdns  duties,  Uiat  will  be  aisengaged  from 
that  object,  and  will  be  applicable  to  other 
purposes.  It  is  a  reasonable  supposition  that 
this  amount,  at  least,  will  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  foreign  imports,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  now  thus  applied.  According  to  this  view 
of  the  subject,  making  all  proper  allowancee,  it 
follows  that  the  amount  of  the  imports  for  con- 
sumption will  be  more  than  (80,000,000  the 
very  first  year  the  ISJ  per  cent,  duty  goto  into 
operation ;  aoA,  from  Uie  natural  pn^ess  of 
population  and  wealth,  that  amount  must  in- 
crease considerably  every  year  afterwards. 

We  shall  have,  then,  an  income  of  (10,000,000 
from  the  imposts ;  and  even  if  we  estimate  the 
income  from  the  public  lands  at  one-half  ita 
present  amount,  that  and  the  bank  dividends 
will  yield  (2,000,000  more. 

Having  shown  that  only  (8,000,000  will  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  and  permanent  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  it  follows  that,  with 
a  revenue  of  (12,000,000,  there  will  be  en  annual 
surplus  of  (4,000,000  applicable  to  penuons  and 
other  objects  of  a  contingent  nature. 

In  presenting  this  brief  view  of  the  future 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  Qovemment,  I 
will  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  if  I  should 
ever  return  to  thia  body,  I  Intend  to  propose  a 
general  system  of  retrenchment  and  economy ; 
a  system  not  founded  on  an  indiscriminate 
hostility  to  our  existing  establishments,  but  on 
a  deep  conviction  that  these  esteblishments  can 
be  rowntained  in  puritv  and  vigor  only  by  the 
observance  of  a  strict  but  Judicious  and  liberal 


I  am  folly  salMed,  that,  without  reducing 
either  the  array  or  the  navy,  and  without  in- 
Jorioualy  ourteiing  the  salaries  of  any  of  the 
officers  of  Government,  a  saving  may  be  effect- 
ed of  at  least  half  a  million  of  dollare.  'With- 
out going  into  detwla,  I  will  barely  surest  that 
the  Treasury  Department  alone  opens  a  field 
in  which  retrenchment  and  reform  m^  1m 
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«mplo;ed  with  very  great  advantage  to  the 
oounb'j.  Sir,  under  the  oomplioated  BjBtein  of 
high  minimom  dntiei,  tlie  eipensee  of  coUeoting 
the  publio  reveDQe  have  iuoreased  enormoiuly 
within  the  Uat  ten  yeaM.  At  a  former  period, 
Then  our  revenne  from  the  imposts  was  eqnal 
to  what  it  ia  now,  the  whole  annoal  expense  of 
ooUecting  it  did  not  tunonnt  to  more  than 
(700,000.  Now,  sir,  it  has  swelled  up  to 
nearly  donble  that  amonsL 

The  proposed  reduction  of  the  dntjes  will 
enable  the  department  to  dispense  with  the 
greater  part  of  that  host  of  custom-house  officers 
which  alinoBt  darkens  oar  coasts ;  and  in  this 
it«m  alone,  eeveral  hundred  thoosand  dollara 
may  be  annaally  saved.  Upon  the  whole,  sir, 
I  am  well  Hatlsfied,  that  the  amount  of  revenne 
which  this  bill  will  produce,  with  that  derived 
frwn  other  Bonroee,  will  l>e  amply  soffioient 
for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  counbj  ;  and  that, 
ccauideriug  it  as  a  mare  reveoDe  measure,  no 
one  can  justly  take  an  exoeption  to  it. 

I  will  here  remark,  or,  that  the  people  of 
the  Bonth  ^whetho'  oorrectly  or  not,  I  will  here- 
after ooofflder)  are  firmlj  impressed  with  the 
belief  that,  luider  any  svBtem  of  dutiea,  while 
the  revenue  is  derived  umost  excRisively  fhim 
importa,  their  proportion  of  the  burdens  im- 
posed by  federal  taxation  will  be  much  greater 
titan  it  ODght  to  be  according  to  the  pnuoiple 
of  the  conMltation  which  regnlatea  the  appor- 
titHunent  of  direct  taxes.  Under  these  oironm- 
Btanoea,  they  thiuk  they  have  a  right  to 
insist  that  the  aggregate  bnrden  of  taxation 
shall  be  as  light  aa  poaaible,  and  that  not  a 
dollar  shall  be  expended  by  the  Government 
that  can  be  avoided  by  a  rigid  economy. 

Having  now  disposed  of  these  pr^iminary 
qneationH,  I  shall  proceed  to  conMder  how  far 
me  provisions  of  this  bill  have  been  dictated  by 
a  due  regard  to  the  principles  of  Justice  and 
equality  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  this  Qovem- 

With  the  exoeption  of  certain  articles  admit- 
ted free  of  daty,  nearly  all  of  which  are  the 
imports  and  the  consumption  of  the  Northern 
Btatee,  all  imported  merchandise  will  be  sub- 
jected to  the  moderate  and  equal  duty  of  IS^ 
per  cent.  Sow,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  whether 
any  objection  can  be  jnstiy  urged  aotdnst  this 
scheme,  on  the  score  of  inequality.  Kegarding 
it  as  a  Southern  measure,  can  any  other  portion 
of  the  Union  allege,  with  the  semblance  of 
truth,  that  it  will  be  subjected  to  an  undue 
share  of  the  pablio  burdens !  I  pnt  the  ques- 
tion emphatically,  and  deure  tb^  it  may  be 
fairly  met  and  fiUly  answered,  ia  there  s  manu- 
factoriog  State^  or  a  manufacturing  county  in  the 
Union,  that  will  tie  compelled  to  pay  a  lai^r 
proportion  of  public  bnrdens,  by  this  bill,  than 
Jnstly  and  equitably  falls  to  its  share  1 

Let  OS  examine  tiiis  matter.  Our  imports  of 
foreign  merohaodise  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  dlasses.  The  first  consists  of  articles  which 
ore  exclnsivdv  produced  in  foreign  countriea ; 
the  second,  oiivtides  partly  produced  abroad, 


and  partiy  in  the  United  StUea.  Tbelsaw  | 
are  nsnally  denominated  the  nnprotooted,  ad 
the  latter  the  protected  daas  of  articles.  Bsv, 
an  to  the  former  class,  eomprimog  te*^  oAt, 
ailka,  winea,  and  a  variety  of  otb«r  impctO.! 
will  assume,  that  from  these  one-half  ti  it 
federal  revenue  will  be  oollMted,  tbo^  ii 
point  of  fitct,  it  would  be  laor^  tMnreet  to  iq 
one-third  only. 

As  to  this  portion  of  the  reTenoe,  m  oh  ks 
ever  pretended  that  the  bnrdsi  is  net  miiJj 
distributed  over  the  Union  in  proportkn  tow 
consumption  of  the  aiticlefl  from  whidi  a  ■ 
derived.  It  must  be  ^^wvent  that  tbe  n^ 
factoring  Statee  have  no  gnnimds  for  ^kfiif 
that  the  dntiee  upon  silks,  wiji«a,  torn,  and  vHk. 
expose  them  to  an  nne^al 
den.  Will  a  scJitary  voioe  tx 
this  part  of  &«  bill  under  c 
snrealy  there  will  not,  Wh^  tbeo,  n 
What  is  tiie  sabject  of  complaiDt  agai 
bill,  and  who  are  they  by  whom  the  ei  , 
is  made  (    The  part  of  the  bill  which  is  el 

to  the  dennndation  of  the  niana&anraf  I 


scope  of  the  protecting  syston.     Ya^ 

ia  the  aouroe  of  the  ocanplainta  agai 
posed  measnre.    And  who,  do  jaa 


iplaintB  ag^nsttliep*' 


the  persona  that  make  thenit 


threatening  exoitemNit  existed  in  rdsM 
to  this  part  of  the  proposed  taxiS,  he  vmH 
very  natorally  anppoee  tiitt,  as  tbe  exda— f 
waa  agunst  a  tax  mil,  it  was  tik«  indignaticia*' 
those  who  are  oalled  up«m  to  pay  taxes,  or  ^ta 
whose  prodnctions  the,  duties  w««  pn^cMJ 
to  be  levied.  Upon  being  informed  that  (be 
productions  of  the  Southwn  States  fiimiiM 
the  exchangee  for  this  class  of  inqiof^  kt 
would  take  it  for  granted  that  theaa  St«« 
were  olamorons  agamst  so  oneqnal  a  »Amt 
of  taxation.  But  how  would  this  inqwty 
foreigner  be  astonished,  oa  discovHing  that  tb 
excitement  was  confined  to  that  part  of  tk 
Union  which  paid  no  part  of  the  taxes  in  tgt^ 
tion;  and  that  the  causa  of  tiieexcitemeotws^ 
that  the  taxes  pn^osed  w««  not  for^  or  SAj. 
inatead  of  m  per  cent,  upon  the  valoe  ot  us- 
ports!  In  other  words,  how  great  wonld  t« 
the  astonishment  of  this  impartial  "lotAeroi* 
from  Europe,  when  he  learned  that  tbe  am 
plaint  against  the  propoaed  dnty  on  cottM^ 
woollen,  and  other  manofkotnrea,  proceeded  u- 
dosively  fh>m  the  domestic  maiinfoctiu«n  d 
theee  very  artieleo,  on  whom  the  duty  tmU 
operate,  not  as  a  burden,  but  as  a  bonntv.  " 
would  he  ^t  to  exclaim,  "  What " 
ry  people  too  Americans  most  be  I  in  sanpt 
Governments  are  shaken  by  the  oomplaiiiarf 
the  people  who  pay  the  taiea.  Here,  tbe  V^ 
aeems  likely  to  lie  shaken  to  itA  very  fonndtfiw 
by  the  olsmiOtB  of  those  who  reo^ve  then  b 
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inro^  the  people  017  ont  that  the  taxes  are 
00  bigh ;  here,  they  leem  to  be  regarded  aa  a 
rreat  bleming,  and  the  cry  is,  tuA  tittij  are 
ibout  to  be  rednoed  too  low." 

Bit,  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  harmony,  and, 
'.  will  add,  hi  the  spVit  of  magnanimity,  the 
leople  of  the  Soatfa  now  aay  to  yon,  "  We  know 
hat  it  b  TeiT  unequal  and  oppreasive  upon  ns 
hat  the  prodnotions  of  onr  indastry  ahonld  pay 
iren  IS}  per  oent.  to  sapport  the  Govenunent, 
rfaile  the  very  same  prodantions  of  yoor  indoa- 
ry  pay  no  oontribntion  at  all,  bnt  receive,  on 
lie  (Mwtrary,  a  ben^dal  bounty  from  the  tax 
crried  upon  our  prodnotions.  Bnt  If  yon  wilt 
Imit  the  harden  to  the  necessary  expenses  of 
he  QoTemment,  we  are  willing  to  submit  to  it 
la  a  revenne  measnre,  oneqaal  as  it  obfionaly 
B,  and  will  oheerfally  consider  the  peonniary 
oaa  we  shall  sustain  as  a  peace-ofiering  1^  the 
ihrine  of  the  Union."  And  what  do  the  people 
)f  the  North  My  to  this  generons  and  liberal 
nertnret 

"  We  will  not  aeoede  to  yonr  terms.  We 
tave  'caloolated  the  vahie  ot'  this  tax  npon 
roar  productions,  and  we  have  aeoertainad  that 
t  tribute  of  12}  per  cent,  is  not  enangh  to  keep 
ip  onr  eetablishments  in  the  high  state  of  profit 
ind  prosperity  which  we  desire.  We  oannot 
et  joa  off  with  a  less  tribute  than  forty-flve 
MT  cent.,  and  it  follows  that  you  will  have  to 
)ay  it." 

Bu-,  language  oaunot  convey,  nor  imagination 
MMiceiTe  any  thing  that  would  exhibit  the  hor- 
'ible  enomrtty  of  Uiis  system  more  clearly  than 
ills  simple  statement  of  the  real  condition  of 
ihe  in  tereslH  involved,  and  the  troe  point  of  the 
Mintroversy.  Now,  sir,  I  will  pnt  this  matter 
to  a  very  plain  teat.  If  my  views  are  not  cor- 
rect, the  whole  tariff  aoestion  can  be  soon 
lettled  betweoi  the  gentleman  immediately  on 
■  ht,  (Mr.  ApFxrioN,)  who,  as  I  mider- 
,  )  one  of  the  largest  manafactnrers  in 
Ihe  United  Statea,  and  myselt  I  turn  to  this 
^tlemao,  then,  and  I  say  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  will 
low  make  a  bargain  with  yon  for  the  adjust- 
inant  of  this  difficnlty.  Yon  admit  that  one- 
lialf  of  this  bill  is  perfectly  Just  and  eqnal; 
ihat,  I  mean,  which  levies  halt  of  the  federal 
revenue  from  wines,  ailka,  and  other  nnpro- 
lected  artiolea.  The  ant^  burden  of  yonr 
somt^nt  is  direeted  against  the  other  half  of 
'he  bill ;  that  which  levies  the  remaining  half 
)f  the  revenne  fhim  protected  articles.  Kow, 
ii,  in  tender  oonsideration  of  the  oppressive 
jperaUon  of  this  part  of  the  tax  bill  upon  the 
nsnnfaotuiing  States  I  will  agree  to  strike  it 
iDt  altogether,  and  raise  the  renuuning  half  of  the 
revenue,  by  dbnbling  the  dntiea  on  onprotected 
vticiee,  or  by  direct  taxes.  Is  it  a  bargain, 
drt"  "Nol  no!  no  I"  replies  the  gentl^ian, 
;'  that  would  be  infinitely  worse  than  the  bill  as 
tnow  stands;  for,  in  that  case,  the  tariff  States 
ironld  lose  all  Iti^  protection,  and  have  to  pay 
their  quota  of  the  inoreased  duties  on  nnpro- 
tected  articles,  or  of  the  direct  taxes  beaUaa; 
irhareaa,  by  toe  hill  in  ita  present  tana,  they 
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certainly  have  a  protecting  bounty  of  IS}  pcf 

Th^  tnith  Is,  Ur.  Chairman,  that  the  mann- 
faoturing  Statee  would  not  agree  to  strike  out 
these  duties  on  any  l«ras.  Even  if  it  were 
demonstrated  tliat  Qie  Government  did  not  need 
a  dollar  of  the  revenue  derived  fW>m  this  source, 
or  if  the  Sontbant  Statea  would  agree  to  raise 
this  half  of  the  pnbUc  revenne  by  direct  taxa- 
tion among  themselves,  still  the  manufacturing 
States  woiud  not  accede  to  such  a  proportion. 
And  what,  sir,  (I  ask  for  no  idle  purpose,)  does 
this  fitct  prove ) 

The  plain  and  naked  qneetion  is  presented  to 
them— will  yon  he  satisfied  to  adjust  this  con- 
troversy, by  being  relieved  entirely  from  one- 
half  of  the  burden  of  the  federal  revenue,  pay- 
ing only  yonr  due  proportion  of  the  other  half  1 
and  they,  indignantly  spuming  the  offer,  rei^j 
that  they  will  not. 

Oan  any  power  of  human  reasoning  more 
dearly  demonstrsto  that  they  feel,  and  know 
that  they  wiU  pay  no  part  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed to  be  levied  on  the  entire  class  of  pro- 
tected articles  I  The  matter  is  abeolately  too 
pl^n  for  arifument.  and  it  oomes  palpably  U 


twelve  and  a  half  per  oent.  should  be  levied 
upon  thmr  prodnotions,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  relieving  the  monnfactoren  from  so  much 
tazadoD,  and  giving  them  so  much  bounty ; 
whUe  the  Union-lovuig  pet^le  of  the  North  ore 
reeolved  to  nut  tiie  Union  itself  in  Imihinent 
jec^ardy,  nnieaa  their  brethren  of  the  South 
will  reduce  themselves  to  abeolute  vassalage,  by 
consenting  to  bring  to  the  mereesiary  altar  of 
this  manufacturing  idol  tiiree  times  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  tribute. 

It  must  be  obvious,  sir,  lliat  vital  as  are  the 
pecuniary  interests  involved  in  this  controversy, 
they  are  quite  secondary  when  compared  with 
the  principles  involved  in  iL 

Its  tme  character  and  importance  cannot  be 
seep  until  we  consider  it,  not  only  as  a  question 
of  interest,  but  as  a  queeUco  of  right  and  justice. 
It  Is  Justice,  and  not  interest,  that  consecrates 
the  •tmggka  of  men  and  o(  uations.  It  will 
not  do.  tnerefiwe^  to  show  mc^  however  clearly, 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  deatroryoor 
interests  and  deaolate  your  country,  ae  uie  ex- 
isting system  haa  destroyed  and  desolated  mine. 
I  am  not  now  considering  yonr  interests,  bnt 
your  rights ;  I  am  not  going  to  try  this  ques- 
tion by  the  barbarian  test  of  power  and  nnm- 
bere,  but  by  ^le  principlee  of  eternal  Justice. 

And  in  Uiis  swred  formn,  I  pat  these  que^ 
tions  to  every  manufacturer  m  the  Union : 
What  ii^astioe  will  this  bill  inflict  npou  you  t 
What  right  of  yours  will  it  violate  !  What  par- 
tide  of  your  property  will  it  ctnifiaoate,  and  to 


met)  and  dlsttaicUy  annrered. 
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thia  bilLBhonld  it  paaa^will  do  very  great  dtun- 
•ge  to  Ui«  manDfacttuing  StaUe,  but  it  will  be, 
in  legal  pbrsseology,  damaged  witJioat  injury, 
tmleas  the;  will  show  that  some  legal  or  moral 
ri^t  will  b«  Tiolatsd. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  there  is  a  shtwiow 
of  gronnd  for  aUeging  that  snob  is  the  fact ;  uid, 
to  give  the  inqniry  a  practical  form,  1  will  first 
ask,  in  what  mode,  and  by  what  process,  will 
the  Northern  maQoisctarera  be  iqjared  by  the 
passage  of  thia  bill !  They  are  ready  to  inform 
ns,  in  reply,  as  we  have  heard  it  a  thousand 
times  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  every  source, 
in  every  form,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
Union,  that  they  are  waging  B  great  national 
ooateet  in  favor  of  domestic  hidnstry,  and 
against  foreign  industry  ■  and  it  is  gravely  con- 
tended that  eveiT  patriot  is  bound,  upon  his 
allegianoe,  to  taxe  sidee  with  the  domeslie 
against  the  foreign  belligerent 

Now,  sir,  as  this  idea  of  a  oont«Bt  between 
domestic  and  fordgn  industiT  Is  the  larking 
&llaoy  which  lies  at  Che  very  foundation  of  the 
American  syst«m,  I  solicit  the  calm  and  dis- 
psseiooate  attention  of  the  oommlttee  to  a  plain 
and  practical  analysis,  hj  which  I  thiok  it  will 
be  clearly  demonstrated  that,  in  this  as  in  other 
instances,  men  and  nations  have  been  carried 
away  by  mere  names,  and  have  permitted  the 
sober  dictates,  of  common  sense  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  one  of  the  moat  arrant  impostures 
and  delusions  that  has  ever  existed  in  tlie  dvil- 
iced  world  unce  the  darkest  days  of  popery. 
It  is  a  delusion,  air,  as  anti-sodal,  and,  I  will 
add,  as  anti-christian,  as  that  which  induced  tm 
eminent  jurist  of  £D^and  to  express  the  opinion 
that  every  sntyect  who  held  oertain  religious 
opinions,  not  oonformsble  to  the  established 
faith,  should  be  regarded  in  law  as  an  alien 
enemy. 


Wkdnisdat,  May  80. 
SuTvty  of  the  Coatt, 

On  this  bill,  Mr.  Wabd,  of  New  York,  said 
he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  Uie  hill  nnder  coosid- 
eration,  but  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Oommittee  on  N^aval 
Affairs  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  and  which,  if  adopted,  woold 
be  a  means  of  saving  much  money  to  the  na- 
tion. The  survey  of  the  coast,  he  said,  was  first 
contemplated  in  the  year  1807.  as  appears  by 
letters  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Tieasory,  to  Mr.  Hosier,  and  was  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  our  navigating  and  commercial 
interests.  The  law  of  that  j  jar  is  now  pnoposod 
to  be  revised  by  the  present  bill,  which  provides 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  power  to  appoint  a  suitable  penum  as 
astronomer  to  oondnot  it,  together  with  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy.  That  part  relating  to 
an  astronomer,  or  rather  the  employment  of 
oivil  characters,  was  abolished  in  the  year  1818. 

Two  methodjg  were  recommended  for  tlie  snr- 
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vey  oftheooaat,  under  the  act  of  1807,  a^a 
his  opinion,  the  wrong  one  was  adopted ;  tk« 
is,  one   by  measuring  a  eeriea  of  trun^es  il 

along  the  coast,  connecting  by  them  the  pries- 
pal  points,  and  called  a  triangolation;  tbcoib. 
that  of  ascertaining  all  the  pHnripal  ptHnti  ty 
the  use  of  chronometers  and  astronomical  obai;- 
vfttions,  and  technically  called  the  chranoautric 
mode.  The  triangntation  mode  was  adopld, 
and  after  being  continued  for  ten  years,  and  i 
an  expense  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  tbowanf 
dollars,  BO  little  had  been  acoomplished,  ^ 
Congress  pnt  a  stop  to  it,  and  wiselj,  too,  fr 
it  would  have  been  almost  an  eadle$s  woi^mj 
would  have  expended  for  the  uatian  MvanI 
millions  of  dollars.  Indeed,  eoid  he,  it  «t>oll 
have  taken  almost  a  century-  to  compteic  i^ 
Judging  from  the  prioress  that  was  made  dir 
mg  the  ten  years  that  it  was  contiiiaed,  idL 
fh>m  the  progress  which  other  luitioQS  bit! 
mode  in  similar  works.  Both  the  Eoglifh  k1 
the  French  began  theirs  in  1789-  thefonntc 
was  not  finished  until  1890,  and  the  latla-ii 
not  yet  completed.  The  triaagolation  of  bv- 
land  beran  in  182G ;  and  bj  tbo  report  c£  tte 
proceedmgs  in  I8S1,  it  appears  thst  only  tb«tf 
one-third  part  was  finished.  If  the  lav  of  ISVT 
should  be  revived  without  limitation,  it  w<nU 
bring  this  burden  agun  upon  us. 

The  reasons  why  Qie  bill  ought  not  tot* 
adopted,  as  it  now  stands,  are,  that  a  ecmct 
knowledge  of  our  coasts  may  be  obtained  hi 
much  shorter  time,  and  at  very  moderate  ei- 
pense,  by  adopting  the  chronometric  moAe,  h 
Is  well  known,  donbtiess,  to  all  the  membeiscf 
this  Honse,  that  very  great  improvements  hire 
taken  place  in  the  making  of  chrononewi^ 
within  these  twenty-five  years.  This  m«d«(f 
ascertaining  noints  and  places  of  a  cott?t  b« 
been  nractised  with  very  great  accnracy  in  Ei- 
rope  by  the  English,  French,  and  Bnssans,  ii 
all  their  late  surveys ;  the  accuracy  in  com!*- 
nation  with  astronomical  observationa  is  uol 
Burpaaaed  by  any  other  mode  in  ascertaininf 
the  position  of  places. .  It  has  been  employed 
to  correct  the  triaogalations,  and  enecea^ItT, 
having  detected  an  error  of  five  seconds  in  time 
of  longitude  in  all  the  stationary  points  in  the 
trisngulation  of  England. 

The  coast  snrvej,  said  Mr.  W.,  will  not  he 
completed,  if  tbe  method  of  triangulatioo  b 
again  adopted,  under  sixty  years,  and  Hi*', 
too,  at  an  expense  of  many  millions  of  dotUi^ 
and  our  navigating  interest  will  derivejio  eanb- 
ly  benefit  from  it  whatever  during  all  that  lime. 
Whereas,  if  the  chrononietrical  mode  should  I* 
adopted,  (and  he  hoped  the  committee  woidd 
propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  that  efled 
when  it  shall  have  been  reported  to  the  Honi^ 
it  may  be  completed  In  five  years,  and  thf  re- 
sults will  be  of  use  immediately  to  the  conuner- 
cial  andshipping  interestof  ourcountry.  "Rtat 
are  already  several  accurate  sorveyB  of  ths 
coast,  and  all  that  is  now  required  is  to  exuuM 
the  harbors  and  different  iidets,  aa  also  aO  Ik 
principal  lighthonsea,  oapee,  mm!  hetdlaada. 
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The  noQse  Bgma  went  into  committor  od  the 
«rieF  biU. 

Mr.  Afplkton  moved  to  amend  it  b;  striking 
int  the  first  section ;  whictt  motion  l>«iDg  de- 
>atable,  he  proceeded  to  address  the  Honse  at 
en^th  in  replj*  to  Mr.  MoDuffib. 

Mr.  ArPLKTo:r  sud  it  was  with  great  diffl- 
lence  that  be  addressed  himself  to  the  comixiit- 
ee,  in  replj  to  the  eloqnent  Hp«eoh  of  the  hon- 
trable  geQUeinan  from  South  Oarulina ;  bat  it 
lould  not  liave  escaped  the  notioe  of  the  ( 
nittee,  that  that  gentiemaii  had  thooght  proper 
o  make  the  applicatinu  of  bis  argameot  bo  per- 
onal  to  bim,  (Mr.  A.,)  and  to  make  his  appeals 
o  him  as  representing  a  mannfactoring  interest, 
o  direct,  that  he  had  no  choioe  but  to  throw  him- 
elf  on  their  indnlgeace.  It  i8trae,saidMr.  A., 
bat,  as  a  representative  of  a  district  deeply  in- 
ereeted  in  this  qnestion,  I  had  supposed  that  it 
aisht  beoome  my  duty,  at  some  period  of  the 
Lebat«,  to  take  a  part  in  it.  But,  so  far  as  per- 
onal  ooTwderatioas  are  concerned,  I  abonld  hare 
>referred  to  have  done  it  noder  oircomBtaooes 
vbiob  would  not  have  brought  me  so  imme- 
tiat«lf  in  contrast  with  the  diBtinKnished  gen- 
leman  from  Sonth  Oarolisa ;  and  1  might,  pos- 
Iblj,  have  shrank  from  the  attempt,  bnt  for 
Jie  coovictiOD  that  the  advantages  which  that 
^Dtlcman  possesses,  in  the  command  of  lan- 
niage,  and  the  eracea  and  power  of  oratory,  are 
WDnterbalancea  by  the  circomstance  that  the^ 
iave  t>een  put  in  reqnisltion  to  snatain  a  posi- 
lon  fundamentally  false ;  whilst  to  me  remains 
,he  easier  task  of  defending  the  tmib,  which, 
n  the  words  of  the  poet,  "needs  no  flowers  of 
ipeech." 

The  honorable  gentleman  f^m  South  Caro- 
ina  placed  himself  at  my  side  as  a  rival  mana- 
botnrer,  and  charges  me  with  robbery  and  plnn- 
ler,  for  the  pnrpose  of  destroying  his  oompe- 
dtion.  He  inquires  by  what  right  I  claim  thus 
x>  deprive  him  of  bis  property,  and,  in  the  im- 
Msdoned  tones  which  indicate  a  deep  convio- 
ion  of  injury  BUfftained,  demands  of  me  justice. 
!  asnire  that  honorable  gentleman  that  I  am 
vhoUy  onoonseioos  of  having  done  him  wroiu. 
'.  am  not  aware  of  having  any  thing  of  his  m 
ny  possession,  and  am  moat  ready,  if  I  can,  to 
to  him  am^le  Justice.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  rec- 
^nize  him  in  his  assumed  character  of  mann- 
iwtarer ;  I  meet  him  here  in  the  character  in 
vhich  be  has  presented  himself  in  this  detiate 
—an  expounder  of  political  economy. 

It  mast  be  apparent,  Mr.  Chairmui,  that  the 
[Desdon  of  the  tariff,  as  connected  with  the  bill 
m  yonr  table,  and  the  accompanying  report  of 
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the  Committee  of  Ways  ^d  Means,  so  eloquent- 
ly explained  and  enforced  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  the  chairman 
of  that  committee,  assuraea  a  character  alto- 
gether new  in  this  Eouae.  It  is  not  a  qaestiou 
of  the  general  eipedieooy  of  a  system  of  pro- 
tection to  domestic  manofactores ;  it  is  not  a 
question  of  modification  or  improvement  of  the 
tariff;  it  presents  the  naked  question,  whether 
a  system  of  protection,  fbond^d  on  impost  du- 
ties, is  at  war  with  the  eternal  principles  otjuB- 
tlce,  and  ahonld,  oonseqnentJy,  be  abandoned. 

We  have,  daring  the  last  few  years,  heard 
gr^t  complaint  of  the  aneqaat  operation  of  the 
tariff  npon  difierent  sections  of  the  oountry, 
witb  no  distinct  explanation  of  the  nature  ot 
this  inequality. 

The  Pniladelphia  oouvention  of  the  last  anm- 
mer,  in  their  addreas  to  the  people,  make  bitter 
complaints  of  the  inequality,  oppression,  and 
injustice  of  the  tari^  but  wiibont  the  slightest 
speiufication  of  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
this  inequality  and  iniuslace  are  brought  alxiut. 
The  charge  m  inequality  is,  in  fact,  completely 
oentralized  by  the  allegation  that  "  the  system 
operates  wi^  an  iqjnrions  influence  on  the 
several  interestsof  agriculture  navigation,  com- 
merce, the  meohanio  arta,  and  even  on  mann- 
faotnree  themselves ;  "  whilst  all  the  reaaoning 
of  the  address  goes  to  show  its  injurious  opera- 

m  upon  all  classes,  and  upon  all  intereeta. 

At  length,  however,  the  mystery  is  solved. 
The  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  explains  the  whole  matter,  and  exhibits 
to  OB  the  prooeaa  by  which  the  tariff  is  made  to 
blast  and  wither  the  fair  fields  of  the  South, 
whilst  Bcattering  plenty  and  wealth  over  the 
Middle  and  NorUieni  States  of  the  Union.  The 
notable  disoorery  has  been  made,  that  ao  im- 
post duty  is  not,  as  heretofore  supposed,  a  tax 
npon  the  oonsnmem  of  the  nHnmoditles  on 
which  it  is  levied,  bat  falls,  exdndvely,  on  the 
ori^nal  producers  of  the  exports  given  in  ex- 
change for  the  imported  oommodities ;  and,  in- 
asmuch as  the  exports  of  the  United  States  are 
composed,  mostly,  of  the  articles  of  cotton,  rioe^ 
and  tobaooo,  the  productions  of  the  South,  the 
tax  levied  on  imports  imposea  a  very  unequal 
burden  on  the  planten  «  the  Southern  Staiea, 
the  prodnoera  tn  those  articles  of  export.  How- 
ever extraor^narj  It  may  b«^  this  propodtion 
has  been  brou^t  bc^>re  this  House,  ottder  the 
sanction  of  one  (rf  Ha  must  important  commit- 
tees, as  an  eatabUahed  troth,  on  the  faith  of 
whioh.  and  in  obedience  to  its  requisitions,  we 
are  called  npon  to  abandon  a  long-eatablisbed 
system  of  policy,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  the 
property  of  individaala. 

As  a  apecolative  opinion  it  is  not  altogether 
new.  Tne  distingniuied  gentleman  from  Sontb 
Oartdina  is  well  known  as  its  aathor  or  discov- 
erer, and  he  has  stated  to  the  committee  that 

prod^med  it  in  this  House  something  more 
than  two  years  afo.  J  well  remember  its  first 
promulgation,  ana  that  it  caught  my  attention 
-  %  mere  ouriosi^ — an  idle  and  barmleaa 
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epocolstion ;  but,  to  mj  ntter  BstoDUhment, 
onder  ibo  fostering  okre  of  ite  (atlior,  Uiia  dis- 
regtrded  opiidon  has  been  mode  to  Hsome  fonn 
■nd  oo[iri«teno&  until  it  has  found  ita  wsj 
within  theee  valU,  nnder  the  high  Bsnotlon  of 
an  elabonUed  report,  nndar  drcmnatances  and  in 
a  obaraoter  of  ain>alling  IntWMt,  and  tiiteaten- 
ing  nothing  len  than  the  integritr  of  the  Vaian. 
R^iarding  it,  as  I  do,  aa  a  nropontion  totally 
blee — oa^,  more,  as  a  miserable  fallacy,  hardly 
worthy,  in  itself,  of  eerions  argument — I  cannot 
be  insensible  to  the  power  of  that  geniiia  wMoh 
not  only  has  been  able 


hot  to  penoade  a  very  oonuderable  Mctioa  of 
the  oovntry  not  only  of  the  absolute  troth  of 
the  proposidon  iteel^  but  to  have  wron^t  np 
thur  minds  to  brare  all  the  honors  of  disonion 
or  a  civil  war  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Chainnan,  let  os  Inquira  into  Utis  matter. 
TIm  amoont  paid  into  the  Treasury  fia  impost 
is  a  tax  falling  upon  somebody;  all  taxea  are 
levied  npon  the  property  of  some  on«.  IHrect 
taxes  oome  ont  of  the  prMMrty  on  which  they 
m  levied ;  ^«  owner  of  the  fropertj  taxed 
haa  no  escape  from  a  direct  ooatribnllon.  An 
impost  is  aa  indirect  tax,  and  the  payment  of  it 
is  a  volnntaiy  matter  on  the  part  of  the  person 
p^iog.  The  impost  daty  is  inoorporated  in  the 
price  of  the  commodity  imported,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  ataz  depends  on  the  fact  of  a  purchase; 
tiie  duty,  ther^ore,  falls  necessarily  upon  the 
ooDsnmer  who  is  tike  last  parchaser.  The  im- 
portation of  goods  snl^ect  to  impost  is  made  by 
&  distinct  class — the  merctiaata ;  they  pay  no 
part  of  the  tax,  beoanee  they  make  no  importa- 
tion bnt  with  a  view  to  profit ;  do  one  ntokes 
aoimportationbnt  with  the  belief  and  expecta- 
tion that  the  oommodity  inqioMcd  will  sell  for 
a  price  which  shall  Include  at  least  the  original 
cost,  the  duty  of  impost,  and  all  otbsr  cha]rges, 
vrith  some  profit  to  himaelt  Bboold  this  ez- 
peotatioD  be  disappointed,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
send  his  commodity  to  any  other  market,  with- 
out being  afibcted  by  the  duty,  sinoe  that  is, 
in  that  case,  returned  to  him  in  the  way  of  a 
drawbaok. 

Impost  duties  are,  therefore,  taxes  upon  the 
oonsumption  of  the  country.  The  line  of  cna- 
tom-hooBes  may  be  consideTed  as  a  barrier,  or 
wall,  separating  each  country  from  the  great 
general  market  of  the  world.  Within  that  en- 
do«nre  the  price  of  every  article  of  imported 
merchandise  indndes  the  price  in  the  general 
market  of  the  world,  to^tlier  with  the  duty 
imposed  on  it  in  that  poiticnlar  country. 

It  is  midonhtodly  tme  that  the  addition  of  a 
duty  may,  and  often  will,  lessen  the  consump- 
tion of  a  commodity,  and  thns  affect  the  foreign 
producer  or  manuGactorer.  It  may  compel  hmi 
to  rednce  llie  price  more  or  less,  even  to  on 
amount  e^nal  to  the  duty  imposed,  or  to  reduce 
the  qnantity,  or  to  abandon  the  production  al- 
together, according  to  cironmstanoes.     Thus 
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the  tariff  on  wocdlene  in  this  ooontry  nq,  mi 
nndonhledly  does,  affect  the  mannbetn^ 
woollens  in  England ;  bnttomakecDidietiK 
that  onr  duty  on  woollens  ntdooea  the  pnu  d 
cotton  in  South  Carolina,  requires  an  tdutrf 
the  imagination  qniteheyond  my  oomprdtOHB. 
Ve  are  next  told,  Mr.  Chwrman,  thK  Eif- 
land  cannot  take  our  oottrai  anleas  we  take  le 
mannfactnrci.    That  Om  difflcnlty  of  mikii 


cents  a  pound,  becaoM  the  t 
to  bring  home  apede,  the  eflfect  u  hi  uqn^ 
the  value  of  specie  in  the  United  SUtes,  w)£d 
tiie  same  cause  tends  to  eaohanee  it*  nlvit 
Great  Brituii.  The  conaeqneDoe  is,  tkit  Ai 
cotton  which  the  planter  sells,  ia  scdd  at  tic  Im 
price  resulting  from  the  dekmCHB  ai  ifvk 
abroad,  whilst  all  his  supplies  are  pnrcbaHdC 
the  high  prices  resulting  from  an  abuiaBi 
and  depreciation  in  the  vfdne  of  ^>ecie  at  bm^ 
the  combined  effect  of  which  is  eqnal  to  i  J^ 
duction  of  two  cents  a  pound  mi  the  priwrf 
luscotton. 

Before  examining  the  thecnr  ml  vhidi  da 
is  founded,  and  the  prooeas  by  whidi  k  ■ 
brought  about,  I  cannot  bnt  be  struck  witli  tit 
singnlarity  of  the  oircnniHtanoe  that  it  *1k^ 
be  brought  forward  at  the  present  time.  Ok 
would  suppose  it  wonld  be  time  enou^  m 
bring  forward  this  argument  when  th«n  n 
some  indication  of  an  approxiinstion,  rt  \aa, 
to  a  state  of  things  beanng  aome  reeembtaM 
to  the  case  snppoaed. 

The  evil  effects  of  a  rednnduioe  of  qieivk 
conseqiieaoe  of  the  importations  of  that  sraili 
fhim  Eogiond,  conid  hardly  have  been  eipMBJ 
to  have  been  brought  forward  at  a  tinw  vkc 
for  nearly  a  twelvemonth,  onr  banks  have  bea 
pouring  out  thur  specie^  to  pay  our  baUaettiA 
England,  to  a  degree  of  ezhAostioD  wliicli  ka 
required  B  contraction  of  th«  currency  to  la  a- 
tent  which  has  produced  very  cuiaidersUc  «" 
barrassment  in  the  commercial  cilje^  vai  • 
great  reduction  in  Qie  price  of  ctannioditiK 
We  have  lately  had  laid  on  onr  tables  s  itM- 
ment  from  the  Treasury  DeportmeDt  of  tl» 
amount  of  our  imports  &om,  and  expoiUlA 
the  British  European  ports  dnring  the  JKV 
ending  SOth  September  last,  one  of  wbieli  1  i^ 
in  my  hand,  showing  the  amount  of  the  formt 
to  be  41,244,234  dollars,  and  of  the  lilts',  H- 
584,392  dollare ;  making  an  exoew  of  impoitt 
over  exports  of  nearly  eleven  milUons  of  dollm; 
nearly  two  millions  of  the  exporta  ^ipetrio; » 
have  been  in  specie. 

On  the  gronndof  E^)preheii9ionforthefiitiR^ 
it  would  not  have  been  surpri^ng  if  saow  vp 
ment  of  the  sort  had  been  brought  6^s^ 
were  it  proposed  to  extend  a  pKMbiloiT  tvil 
to  every  article  of  fordgn  productioiL  Brtil 
does  seem  to  me  most  singularly  ill-tboM,  i* 
reference  to  the  avowed  policy  of  the  friw 
of  the  protective  system,  which  pnifnw  * 

nrsl  reduction  of  duties,  opening  wii>^ 
of  inqtortation,  a  general  exlansiWKifjf 
ward  commerce,  with  the  single  c 
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bw  mannfMtorM  and  prodoots,  for  which  they 
ibtlm  the  prot«atioD  of  the  estsbllthed  sTstem. 
(n  thto  state  of  things,  can  any  thing  be  more 
ireposterooa  than  maJdng  it  a  qaeetioa  whether 
England  can  pay  ns  fbr  those  of  our  prodnota 
lev  which  she  has  oocadon  t 

London  ia  the  ttanking-hoose  of  the  woiU. 
k  sale  of  oottOQ,or  other  oommoditie^  payable 
in  the  cturenoy  of  London,  gives  to  the  partj' 
making  snch  sala  the  power  of  poroha^g  wiUi 
it  everj  prodneUon  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
(t  is  a  power  as  universal  as  oommeroe,  as  wide 
■a  the  globe. 

Our  trade  with  OUna,  Java,  India,  Onba,  and 
Jie  Brazili,  in  wliiob  we  purchase  much  more 
ibaii  we  sell,  is,  in  a  great  measore,  carried  on 
!>y  credits  on  London. 

I  hare  been  famished  lAb  an  eatiiuate,  on 
irhioh  I  have  perfbct  reliance,  of  the  ainonnt  (^ 
I^Us  on  London  negotiated  in  our  trade  with 
June  conntaiea  daring  the  last  year,  amounting 
W  between  nine  and  t«n  millions  of  dollars, 
ipwards  of  half  being  done  in  ports  beyond  the 
Jape  of  Good  Hope.  Onr  trade  with  all  those 
sonntries,  thereftH^  fomlabeB  as  an  exohange 
br  theprodnotions  of  the  planljng  States  shipped 
a  Engluid,  as  direct  and  efftetnal  as  the  Impor- 
latioD  of  voc^ens  and  cottons  firom  liverpool. 

The  American  ^stem  originated,  perhsps,  as 
nnch  as  in  any  thing,  in  the  endeavor  to  oonn- 
;eract  ^e  constant  tendency  of  onr  relati<»s 
ind  trade  with  England  to  create  balances 
■gainst  ns,  which  must  be  paid  in  spede.  The 
wyraent  of  these  balances,  in  this  mode,  affects 
ihe  bank  drculatlon,  occasions  a  contraction  of 
ie  currency,  or,  as  it  Is  commonly  called,  a 
icarrity  of  money — a  state  of  things  which 
sheeks  alt  industry,  and  embarrasses  all  trade, 
nore  or  iesa,  according  to  the  degree  of  the  in- 
lensity  of  the  preaeare. 

This  is  tba  neoeasary  state  of  things  between 
V  manufacturing  nation  and  an  sgriooltiiral  one. 
rhe  maanibctnres  ore  offered  on  credit,  and 
igricDlturists,  individnally,  and  is  the  mass,  are 
f ery  mt  to  take  freely  the  credit  offered  them, 
intil  the  oeoeesity  of  payment  Imposes  the  salu- 
tary and  necessary  check.  With  sll  onr  ad- 
ranoee  in  mannfaotores,  it  will  be  a  long  time, 
f  it  ever  arrive,  before  we  shall  take  of  ber 
mmediote  productions  a  less  amount  than  she 
irill  take  of  ours.  The  tendency,  thns  far,  has 
>een  wholly  the  other  way. 

The  whole  question  of  the  effect  (tf  Hie  tariff 
HI  the  production  of  the  cotton  planter  is  re- 
vived into  the  inquiry  whether  it  does,  in  bet, 
essen  the  consumption  of  cotton.  Beoaose, 
irithoat  doing  so,  it  is  inconceivaUe  that  it 
ihonld  in  any  way  diminish  its  price.  It  will 
lot  be  pretended  that  more  mannfaetnrea  of 
»ottoii  woald  be  oonsumed  In  the  United  States 
f  the  mannfaoture  were  carried  on  whollf  in 


1  the  oontrary,  it  Is  qnlte  obvious  that  the 
WDsnmption  of  American  cotton  in  the  Uidted 
States  IB  greatly  inoreaaed  in  conseqaeoce  <rf 
lie  establishmeot  of  the  mannfootore  in  tUa 
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country ;  the  qoeetion,  therefore,  is,  whetiier 
other  parts  of  the  world  nae  fewer  msnn&rotnres 
of  oottou  in  consequence  of  onr  protecting  da- 
ties  on  woollens,  cottons,  and  iron.  To  me  it 
is  wholly  iaoonoeivable  that  any  sooh  effect 
can  be  produced.  How  does  onr  tariff  abridge 
in  the  slighteeC  degree,  the  ability  of  any  notioii 
under  heaven  to  oonsnme  cottons? 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  obtuseness  of 
mind,  but  I  oannot  find,  in  the  vuioua  illnstro- 
tions  of  the  theory  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Oarolino,  any  approach  to  that  demon- 
stration which  he  so  confidently  promised  ns^ 
any  thing  like  practical  truth.  The  whole  ap- 
pears to  me  a  tissne  of  sophiatriea,  ingeniously 
Eat  together,  and  showing,  in  the  gentleman 
Imsel^  simie  portion,  at  least,  of  that  halluci- 
nation of  mind  which  he  attributes  so  freely  to 
all  who  refnse  aasent  to  them. 

The  &ot  IB,  men  of  genius,  who  give  them- 
selves up  to  abetmse  specnlations  on  any  snlijeol^ 
are  very  liable  to  foil  into  gross  errore  in  apply- 
ing their  deductions  as  roles  in  practical  life. 
This  is  particularly  true  in  the  study  of  politloal 
economy,  the  most  abstmse  of  all  sabjeots.  It 
may  be  defined  the  science  of  ultimate  tendoi- 
cies ;  and  the  more  remote  and  recondite  the 
tendency,  the  greater  the  merit  of  the  diacov- 
ery.  As  a  striking  example  of  this,  I  shall 
quote  Dr.  HcOulloch.  the  present  professor  of 
political  economy  in  the  University  of  London, 
and  the  Magnus  Apollo  of  the  sdiool  of  ultra 
free  trade.  In  the  following  out  what  he  con- 
wders  a  most  important  discovery  of  Mr.  Ri- 
cardo,  to  wit,  that  since  commodities  are  made 
np  of  the  profits  of  capital,  and  the  wages  of 
labor,  and  the  effect  of  a  rise  in  one  of  tiiese 
elements  is  not  to  increase  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity, bnt  to  depress  the  otner  element,  hft 
perceives  that  it  neoessarily  follows  that  the 
tendency  of  a  rise  of  wages  will  be  to  increase 
the  use  of  machinery,  and  so,  eventually,  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  those  commodities  which 
are  produced  by  moobinery,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consecmenee,  to  reduce  thnr  price. 

I  rder  those  who  ore  carious  in  these  matters 
to  the  rizth  sedioa  in  the  third  part  of  McOul- 
loch's  "  Principles  of  Political  Eoonomy,"  and 
shall  content  myself  with  reading  his  practical 
sppltcation  of  ^em,  fh>m  an  artide  on  the  cot- 
ton manDfaotnre  in  the  Sdinbnrgh  Review  for 
June,  183T,  avowedly  written  by  Dr.  UeOnl- 
looh.  In  disouBsing  the  question  how  far  the 
cotton  monnftcture  in  Zngland  was  in  danger 
of  suffering  by  the  competition  of  France,  on 
account  of  the  wages  and  taxes  being  there  so 
much  lower,  he  nsee  this  language :  '■'  Bnt,  ad- 
mitting, for  the  sake  of  iUnstration,  for  we  be- 
lieve the  Esot  to  be  otheririse,  that  labor  is 
reslly  cheaper  in  France  than  in  England,  it 
will  not  require  any  very  elaborate  argument 
to  show  that  this  oircnmstance  cannot,  of  itaelf^ 
lay  onr  cotton  manufacturers  nsder  any  disad- 
vantage, as  compared  with  those  of  France,  or 
any  other  country.  We  admit  that  it  seoiu^ 
at  first  dgh^  soffidently  parodoxioal  to  offinn 
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B  of  wages  has  s  tendency  to 
reduce  the  price  of  all  iJiat  dam  of  commodities 
which,  like  cottons,  and  m&ny  other  Hpeciea  of 
msnnfactared  goods,  are  prodnced  chiefij  h; 
the  ud  of  maohinerj.  Bat  the  paradox  is  only 
in  appearance ;  and  &  very  smul  degree  of  at- 
tentioiL  will  oonvinoe  any  one  at  all  ftmiliar 
with  such  investigation^  that  the  proposition  it 
as  Dudeniftble  as  it  is  important."  After  ex- 
plaining the  principle,  he  adds :  "  This  princi- 
ple shows  conclasively  that,  instead  of  oni 
nigh  wages  laying  onr  cotton  munfactnren 
onder  any  disadvantage,  as  comfiared  with 
fbreignera,  their  effect  must  be  distinctly  and 
completely  the  reTerse.  The  ides  that  high 
wages  can  ever  be  injnrioas  to  the  oommerce 
of  a  country,  is,  therefore,  qnif«  imaginary. 
They  t«nd,  indeed,  to  give  its  industry  a  pecn- 
liar  bias  and  direction,  hnt  that  is  all.  If,  on 
the  one  hand,  they  raise  the  valne  of  certtdn 
descriptions  of  commoditieB,  and  check  their  ex- 
portation on  the  other  hand,  they  proportionally 
lower  the  value  of  other  deM^iptions,  and  fit 
them  the  better  for  the  foreign  market.  Onr 
manofacturers  may,  therefore,  be  of  good  cheer." 

I  commend  this  theory  to  the  especial  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  ffom  South  Oarolina,  as 
ft  COaAterpart  to  his  own ;  better  BQpr>orted  by 
all  the  forms  of  reasoning,  but  eqnally  false  as 
a  matter  of  practical  application.  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  informed 
the  committee  that  the  discovery  that  dnties  on 
imports  were  equivalent  \o  a  tar  npon  exports, 
originated  with  himself  something  more  than 
two  years  ago ;  that,  on  its  proranlMtion,  it 
was  hooted  and  laughed  at  But  he  had  since 
discovered  that  by  a  singular  coincidence,  the 
same  idea  had  been  promulgated  about  the 
same  period,  by  a  very  eminent  political  econo- 
mist. Professor  Senior,  of  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford ;  and  he  read  us  an  extract  from  one  of  the 
three  lectures  on  wages  published  by  that  gen- 
tleman, containing,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect, 
the  following  idea :  "That  every  prohibition  of 
importationiB  a  prohibition  of  exportation  ;  that 
every  restriction  on  the  importation  of  French 
miks  is  a  restriction  on  exportation  of  those 
articles  with  which  those  silks  would  have  been 
parchased." 

It  BO  happened,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
snmmer,  these  three  lectures  of  Ur.  Senior  fell 
in  my  way,  and  I  looked  through  them,  with- 
out diBcovering  the  new  principle  of  the  gen- 
tleman tram  Bonth  Osrolina ;  neither  do  I  per- 
ceive it  now ;  and  1  will  refer  the  gentleman  to 
an  earlier  promulgation  of  the  same  ides,  and  a 
coincidence  still  more  striking  with  the  lan- 
gaage  used  by  him.  It  is  in  the  Edinburgh  Re- 
view for  Decemt>er,  1828,  in  an  article  on  the 
American  tariff  attributed  to  the  same  Dr.  Mo- 
Cnllooh  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  and  is 
as  follows :  "  Oommerce  is  merely  an  exchange 
of  equivalents,  and  those  who  refuse  to  import, 
really,  by  so  doing,  relhse  to  export.  If  Ameri- 
ca cease  to  buy  a  million's  worth  of  produce 
from  foreigners,  she  must,  at  the  osme  time, 


[llii,m 

cease  selling  to  them  a  mUlion'B  worth  of  ami 
other  species  of  nrodnoe ;  tiist  is,  she  ■■  1 
cease  sanding  to  tJie  forragner  the  aitidu^ 
bad  previou^y  been  accustomed  to  expor.c 
pay  for  the  articlee  obtained  &om  hiii,  Am 
are,  in  future,  throni^  the  agency  (tf  the  u*-  i 
hibition,  to  be  raised  at  home.  All,  thttom, 
that  ahe  will  accomplish  by  tliia  measBie,  i3 
be  the  transference  of  cqdtaL  frtxa  out  bwi 
of  industry  to  another." 

There  is  certwnly  nothing  new  in  the  ik»- 
dation  that  commerce  is  an  exchange  (Jc^gr- 
alents.  The  idea  was  very  fallv  iUBstrittdk 
the  very  able  pamphlet  on  the  bnllion  qnotfo. 
published  by  Mr.  Hnskissoo,  in  1811.  Tb 
idea  would  seem  to  have  been  the  gierm  of  ^ 
theory  of  the  gentleman  ^m  Soath  Canfn; 
but  I  do  not  peroeAe  that  either  Mr.  Saaarm 
Dr.  McOdltocn  sust^  it.  The  gentlemsn'i  c<- 
gument,  as  I  nnderstand  it,  put  in  the  fm:  d 
a  syllogism,  stands  thoa 


are,  oonseqoently,  equal  to  each  other. 
fore,  a  tax  upon  imports  is  eqoiv&lent  to  itn 
upon  exporta.  Now,  these  learned  pnft^ 
appear  to  me  to  famish  only  tlte  m^or  and  Ik 
minor  propowtiona  of  the  ByUogiani.  Tbe  mo- 
clnsion  seems  to  belong  to  the  gentlemas  fnn 
South  Carolina,  and,  according  to  my  bpc* 
a  palpable  non  teqviCvr.  I  do  not  see  tht  oa- 
nection.  Why  or  how  is  a  tax  npoD  impotB 
equivalent  to  a  tax  upon  exports  f  Bean  ' 
imports  and  exports  are  of  equal  vtJnes  i  h  ii 
beyond  my  comprehension.  It  is  tme  tb*i 
given  per  oentage  on  equal  enms  will  prodoa 
an  eqiul  amount.  That  a  tax  of  forty  per  «" 
~~  imports  is  eqnal  or  equivalent,  in  amM 
a  tax  of  forty  per  cent,  on  exports,  is  a 
evident.  But  to  say  that  it  falls  on  the  ss 
parties,  appears  to  me  as  absurd  ss  to  say  t^ 
estates  of  A,  in  Hassachosetta,  and  <tf  S^ii 
South  Carolina,  are  equal ;  a  tax  on  A  is  fqnr- 
alent  to  a  tax  on  B ;  therefore,  B  pays  the  m 
levied  npon  A.  And  is  it  for  appresam  ni 
injustice,  fonnd  to  exist  h^  snc^  a  mode  rf 
reasoning,  that  South  Carolina  is  about  U 
cede  from  the  Union ) 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  8tal«d  his  tea- 
viotion  that  South  Carolina  wiB  not  cnt«iiL 
He  has  even  fixed  the  ntmost  period  d  her  h»- 
dnring  patience  at  five  months ;  he  baa  gira 
->)  on  ominous  intimation  that  this  may  he  ha 
ist  appearance  in  this  HaU.  Ur.  Chjunno^ 
amperfectiy  aware  that  this  state  ofexdtc- 
lent  exists  in  Soulh  Carolina..  I  beUen  tfal 
spark  only  is  wanting  to  lif^ht  it  into  a  b3uL 
Conld  I  believe  in  the  proposition  of  the  ga^ 
man  fcom  Booth  Carolina,  I  should  iust^  tint 
excitement.  I  would  Join  Sooth  cWi^iu  in 
abolishing  the  tariff,  whatever  might  be  tht 
consequence.  The  gentleman  says,  that  wiihii 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years,  the  woHd  «iD  U 
lost  in  astonlslunent  that  his  theory  dioold  enr 
have  been  doubted.  I,  mr,  wQl  ventura  t 
counter  prophecy,  that  the  astonishmrat  Til 
be  of  a  dimrent  oharscter — that  it  will  ba 
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■nked  with  thoM  daliuiQDa  which  should 
each  mankiDd  a  mortifying  Issbod  of  humility. 

M0NDA.T,  Jnne  i. 

Virgmia  Military  Claimt. 

The  Honse  took  np  the  tnll  for  the  Tirgiida 

[This  bill  proposed  to  apjtropriate  ahout  $600,- 
•00  to  Uie  State  of  Virginia,  to  reimboree 
DOMTs  paid  bj  her  to  certain  regimenta  of  the 
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,  of  Yirf^nia,  w 

letail  of  the  facts  on  wbloh  the  claim  was 


Mr.  Bakbouk,  o 


L  vent  into  a  brief 


bnnded.  Ha  denied  that  Virginia 
lefore  the  House  to  ask  the  GoTemment  to 
liaeharge  the  engagements  she  had  entered  into 
rith  her  own  troops,  Mr.  B.  explained  that 
IS  to  two  of  the  regiments,  they  had  Berred 
rhoUy  in  the  continental  aervioe — one  regi- 
nent  at  the  battle  of  Br8iidyirin&  the  other  in 
I  snbsoqnent  battle ;  both  of  which  were  fooght 
br  the  preBervation  of  Philadelphia,  then  the 
i^iital  of  the  United  Btates.  Another  class 
>rovided  for  by  the  bill  were  troops  which  had 
shiefly,  thoTigh  not  altogether,  been  employed 
n  the  aerriee  of  the  General  Qorermnent. 
Another  class  were  those  troops  which  had 
wen  employed  in  the  eonqnest  of  the  Western 
nontry,  and  as  to  whom  the  United  Btate«  had 
Lgreed  to  pay  Viivinia  the  whole  of  the  ez- 
Mmea  inctured  in  the  oooqnest  or  preservation 
\t  tlkat  portion  of  ccontiy.  The  reason  why 
Jiese  claims  had  been  delayed  to  the  present 
±ne  was  this :  at  the  close  of  the  war,  a  board 
)f  offloers  was  eatablished  to  discriminate  as  to 
;he  claims.  By  an  act  of  the  commonwealth  of  1 
Virginia,  cMmants  were  allowed  to  go  into  her 
sonrts  of  law,  where  she  suffered  herself  to  be 
implicated.  These  daimaats  did  so,  in  the 
prosecntion  of  their  claims ;  bnt  the  report  of 
ihe  board  of  officers  being  lost,  the  ooart  of  sp- 
peala  acoording  to  the  well-known  rule  of  law 
■rhich  reqnires  that  the  tiest  evidence  shall  be 
prodnoed  which  a  case  will  admit  o^  decided 
■gunst  these  olalms.  The  report  was  after- 
ivards  found,  and  the  olaimaats  obtained  judg- 
ment agmnst  the  State  of  Virginia  for  remnner- 
t&aa  for  those  servioes  which  bad  been  render- 
el  not  to  that  Btate,  bnt  to  the  United  Statea. 
Mr.  Babstow,  of  New  York,  sud  that  it  was 
•rltb  great  diffidence  he  at  any  time  rose  to 
iiscnaa  a  qneetion  in  this  House,  and  he  was 
peculiarly  nn willing,  at  all  times,  to  oppose  any 
measure  which  was  brought  forward  by  the 
bonorable  gentleman  from  Yiiginia,  (Mr.  Bab- 
SODB.)  Nothing  bnt  a  sense  of  dnty  would 
wet  induce  him  to  throw  himself  npon  the  in- 
dnlgance  of  the  Honse ;  for  he  was  contented, 
on  all  ordinary  ocoatdona,  to  ^ve  his  vote  hon- 
Mtly  and  conscientionsly,  and  leave  it  to  others, 
if  Uiey  choose,  to  search  fbr  the  reasons  of  hts 
condnct,  and  to  put  such  coostmotion  npon  his 
Vol.  XL— « 
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motives  as  they  might  deem  proper.  But,  aa 
he  deemed  the  qneetion  now  before  the  Honse 
to  be  one  of  great  importanoe,  not  merely  on 
account  of  the  large  amonnt  of  the  clum,  bnt 
because  he  considered  the  principle  sought  to 
be  established  by  this  bill  of  zreat  consequence 
to  this  Qovemment,  he  asked  the  attention  of 
the  House  while  he  statod  some  of  the  reasons 
that  would  induce  him  to  veto  against  this  bilL 

It  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  B.,  that,  at  an 
early  day,  the  continental  Congreas  took  np  the 
subject  of  allowing  half  pay  to  the  officers  of 
the  revolutionary  army  who  should  serve  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  As  early  as  1778,  or  perhaps 
before  that  time,  this  important  sabject  was 
bronght  before  tbem,  bnt  the  resolntion  which 
settled  the  principle  of  half  pay  for  life,  waa 
not  adopted  nntif  the  11th  of  Angnst,  1776. 
The  resolntion  of  Congress  of  March  23, 1788, 
substituted  five  years'  whole  pay,  instead  of 
half  pay  for  life,  at  the  request,  or  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  officers  entitlea  to  the  same.  Pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  the  resolntion  of  Gon- 
greea  of  Angnst,  1779,  the  Btate  of  Virginia 
took  np  this  subject  and  in  May  1779,  passed 
a  law  promising  hall  pay,  dniing  life,  to  all  the 
officers  of  the  army  who  were  citizens  of  that 
commonwealth,  whether  serving  in  the  State 
troops,  or  in  the  continental  line,  provided  Oon- 
gress  didnotmake  "  tantamount  provision  "  for 
them.  This  law  of  Virginia  was  highly  honor- 
able to  tbe  Legislatnre  of  that  State,  who,  in 
anticipation  of  what  Congress  might  do,  had 
thus  made  the  Btate  bable  to  the  expense  of  half 
pay,  for  life,  to  all  tbe  officers  of  the  army  who 
were  citizens  of  that  State,  The  vety  words 
of  the  act  show  that  it  waa  considered  a  State 
bonnty,  and  it  was  expected  and  intended, 
without  doubt,  that  the  Btate  should  pay  all 
those  for  whom  Congreas  did  not  make  "  tanta- 
mount providon ;  "  and  it  oonld  not  have  l>een 
onticipatod  that  Congress  wonld  go  farther  than 
to  provide  for  those  who  were  on  the  conti- 
nental establishment  This  was  an  act  of  gen- 
erosity on  the  part  of  Yii^inia,  and  the  paM- 
otio  Vir^nians  of  those  tunes  could  not  have 
expected  Congreas  to  provide  for  the  officers  in 
their  State  troops,  who  were  citizens  of  Vir- 
ginia, withont  providing  for  the  officers  in  the 
State  line  of  other  States,  Oongress  did  pro- 
vide, as  waa  expectod.  for  the  officers  of  the 
continental  army,  and  conseqnentiy  relieved 
Virginia  from  the  payment  of  the  offioera  of 
that  Btate  who  were  on  the  continental  estab- 
lishment 

1  will  not  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  cMm 
which  the  officers  of  the  State  troops  of  Vir- 

f'nia  might  have  had  npon  that  8tat&  nor  will 
inqnire  how  or  why  it  has  happened  that  she 
has  kept  those  officers  ont  of  their  promised  re- 
ward for  half  a  centnry.  Her  Jaw  of  May,  1779, 
ought  not  to  have  been  misonderstood.  I 
know,  however,  that  it  baa  been  evaded,  under 
a  pretence  that  those  oCBoers  did  not  serve  to 
the  end  of  the  war.  It  upears  evident  to  me, 
however,  that  the  claim  <^  those  officers  npMt 


,glc 


a  or  B.] 

Virginia  was  founded  in  jnitioe,  and,  u  tho^ 
were  not  discharged  unljl  February,  1788,  they 
had  good  right  to  suppose  they  bad  secred  to 
the  end  of  tix6  war,  altJioiigh  the  definite  treaty 
of  peace  was  not  ratified  till  soDie  time  after. 

The  laws  of  Virginia  having  permitted  prirate 
lutizens  to  a^anteaw  anita  against  the  State,  it 
aeema  that  some  of  tbe  officers,  or  tiieir  refve- 
aentattves,  have  recwitly  conunenced  suits  for 
Uiebalf  pay  promised  by  the  act  of  May,  177S, 
and  her  ooorts  have  decided  that  the  6tat«  is 
bound  to  pay  those  cluma.  The  smouot  ap- 
propriated by  the  bill  b^ore  the  House  is  a  ht- 
tle  more  than  $400,000;  but.  I  believe  the 
wholQ  amoont,  as  stated  by  the  agent  of  the 
Bt«t«  of  Virginia  in  his  memorial,  is  somewhat 
more  thaa  $900,000. 

I  have  considered  the  act  of  Virginia  an  aot 
of  geaorosity,  and  highly  creditable  to  that  pa- 
triotic Gtst^  and  I  cannot  believe  that  those 
who  passed  tliat  law  ever  intended  to  make  it 
the  louadation  of  a  claim .  apoa  the  Oovem- 
meat  of  the  UnioD.  Other  States  of  thia  Union 
have  passed  similar  acta  of  geiierD«ty,  and  have 
oarriiKl  them  into  effect,. Hod  have  themselves 
provided  the  means,  without  ever  even  dream- 
mg  of  calling  upon  the  Oeneral  Qoyemment  to 
indemnify  them.  The  State  of  South  Carolina 
has  a  peutaoa  list  of  revolutionary  soldiers  whg 
are  paid  under  her  own  State  laws,  and  out  of 
her  State  treasory.  Pennsylvania  pays  annually 
in  pennons  to  the  soldiers  of  her  State  line  more 
than  $20,000,  andhas  also  given  bonntjes  in  lands 
to  a  lai^  amount  Bave  South  Carolina  and 
Pennsylvania  asked  remuneration  at  your  hands  f 
They  certainly  have  as  good  reason  to  do  so  as 
the  State  of  Virguiia  h^  in  t^e  case  now  be- 
fore us.  New  York,  sir,  has  exceeded  every 
State  in  the  Union  in  her  munificence  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolution.  Has  not  that  State 
set  apart  the  fairest  portion  of  her  lands— the 
very  garden  of  her  possessions,  to  her  soldiers 
who  fought  the  baUles  of  the  country  t  Has 
she  saked  this  Government  to  indemnify  her 
for  these  acts  of  generosity  and  monifioeuce  to 
those  who  served  their  country  in  her  greatest 
peril  ?  Should  the  BtBt«  of  New  York  (al- 
though the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  here)  ask  this  Government  to 
mdemnify  her  for  expenses  incurred  by  her  own 
acts  of  generosity,  I  would  be  among  the  first 
to  oppose  her  claim.  1  would  say  to  her, 
"  perform  your  own  patriotic  promises,  and  not 
sacrifice  the  honor  yon  have  acquired  by  ac- 
cepting a  remuneration  from  otheTs." 

Besides,  the  accounts  of  the  different  States 
with  each  other  and  with  Oongresa  during  the 
war  of  the  revolntiou,  were  long  since  di^Msed 
of  and  settled.  The  law  of  Congress  of  1790 
directed  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
settle  all  these  claims.  Tlie  law  barred  all  ao- 
oounts  not  a^nsted  and  allowed  by  the  several 
States  previous  to  the  year  1788.  Those  com- 
missioners did  adjust  the  accounts  of  all  the 
States  upon  justandequitahleprinciptes.  Those 
acooonta,  lac,  consisted  of  moneys  advanced; 
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pay  and  subnstenoeof  the  aoWnBoTtbtEB 
troops  and  miUtia;  munitians  <tf  .«ii;^ 
equipage,  and  every  other  necessiTj  td<aa 
made  by  the  several  States  in  ■ii[^(/di  , 
common  cause.  All  these  exmiMa  ad  i^ 
vances  were  allowed  and  settlea. 

In  answer  to  the  inqoiry  of  tht  galioi  ; 
from  KentuEky,  (Hr.  WioKUrn,)  1  ca  ri| 
say,  that,  in  my  judgment^  this  dum  otm 
ap  by  the  State  of  Vti^iiua,  if  it  bad  b«»^ 
at  that  time,  would  not  have  beensUand,  fc 
was  of  a  very  difierent  nature  frtm  IhMdM 
which  were  allowed.  It  grew  out  of  *  ha 
law— 4  mere  act  of  State  gmerositj,  Bin 
no  part  of  the  neoeseai7  expeiiNBiai  ibt«' 
men  defence.  The;  could  not  biK  dM 
half  p^  to  the  officers  of  the  Vu^ta 
line  wi^out  mulri-ng  thA  same  mis  in^b' 
the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Kr.  Bjbm 
tells  yon  that  these  regiments  of  tlie  Etob 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  were  brave ;  ittiis 
fought  many  important  botdee  in  dcAmi 
the  whole  conntjy,  and  not  merdy  in  U» 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  I  agree  with  UiAa 
the  soldiers  of  that  patriotio  State  wm  Ira 
and  that  they,  foo^t  for  the  ooiiinoiL  i^ 
of  the  whole  oouotry ;  but  did  net  tkte 
troops  and  militia  of  the  other  SUMi^ 
also  for  the  whole  oooutiy,  and  {attbtamt 
caus&t  Did  not  the  militia  of  N'sw  b^ 
act  a  conntionouB  part,  on  many  oatBtai,tt 

Earticulart  at  the  battle  <^  Sanbiat  H 
ave  their  officers  received  half  p^lcrEfcl 
When  this  bill  was  before  the  CocmallK' 
the  Whole,  the  other  daj,  I  took  oixmm* 
st.j  that  it  involved  princii^  nes'  ui » 
known  to  this  Government,  and  thit  no  pw 
dent  for  it  could  be  fonnd  in  cur  livs.  I!> 
geutlemau  from  VirKinl^C^  B^*""^ ''^ 
said,  in  reply,  that  t£»  prin(^l»  eostaiH'* 
thia  bill  were  well  setued,  and  (hsl  C«p* 
had,  more  than  once  during  the  preMot  »■■ 
recoimized  the  same ;  and,  I  believe,  be  tW* 


...„  .  ...-.,-  id,  I  believe,  ho 
to  the  provision  made  during  the  preaau  i-^ 
aion  for  tlie  officers  of  Colonel  Gi'"''^ J^ 
menL  This  assertion  was  made  vitiiNan 
(xmfldence  at  thetitoei,  ihatldidDotkniwP 
I  might  have  been  mistaken  in  ths  poawl 
then  took.  But  let  na  exannne  lli«  f^r^ 
When  a  bill  was  under  oonsideralioD,  ««i><" 
ago,  in  this  House,  allowing  five  y«in'  w  W 
to  an  officer  of  Gibstm's  remneut,  I  ft?  » 


on  the  ground  that  Gibson's  rq^i"^ 

to  the  Virpnia  State  line,Aiid  not  lo  Ihi» 

tinental  establishment.  The  goitleiin  "^ 
aBsnred  the  House  that  Gibsoo'i  rtpsalW 
been  transferred  to  the  conUnentil  ^J^ 
place  of  a  raiment  which  had  been  piaw 
destroyed  at  the  battle  rf  GenMiUovfc* 
menti<med  a  resolution  or  law  d  the  U|* 
tore  of  Virginia  making  the  tTMsfer.  B' * 
informed  the  House  that  tbisrtgioiail'w'w 
recognized  at  the  Pension  Offi»«s<i^* 
tal  repment,  and  entitled  to  pawcWW"*' 
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tfatr  Ptntim  Fund. 


lotoflBSS.  ThepeiuioDactaf  1828,  it  willbe 
reooUeoted,  provided  only  for  tlio«e  who  Mrved 
hring  the  war  in  the  oontmeotsl  lioe,  and 
irere  enUtledtotheboimtjof  eUhtf  dollu«  by 
be  resolution  of  Congress  of  Maj  IStb,  1776, 
B  ctae  thej  eerved  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
Kts  of  the  present  Beaeion  of  Oo^ress,  there- 
i>re,  which  provided  for  certain  offioers  of  Gih- 
kui'b  regiment,  were  paaaed  onder  the  bdi^ 
hat  this  regiment  wu  in  bat  a  continental 
T^iment  Bnt  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  regi- 
nentB  mentioned '  in  the  bill  before  ns  were 
tontinental  raiments. 

The  truth  ii,  that  the  gentlenuin  from  Yir- 
pnia,  u  well  as  the  Seeretuy  of  the  TreaffQr;ri 
me  mistaken  in  eappoainK  that  Oibson^s  regi- 
nent  was  ever  considered  bj  the  old  Ooogreea 
■  a  continental  re^^ent.  j  oan  find  nothing 
n  the  Jonmals  that:  Roee  to  oonfirm  mch  an 
ipinioo.  Althongb  £e  head  of  .the  Pension 
>ffioe  may  have  decided  in  th^  fitvor,  yet  we 
mow  also  that  the  deoiuons  of  that  officer  have 
lot  always  been  tatisfaotory  whm«  he  has 
Injected  olaima;  and  he  may  hare  Knnetdmea 
(ommitted  an  error  in  allowing  olalnu  whieh 
rere  not  entitled  to  snoh  a  deotrion.  Nrither 
iw  reeolatioa  of  Ocmgrwa  (tf  Angoet,  1779,  nor 
be  act  of  Gongress  o£  1698,  provided  for  any 
lenona  exoept  snoh  as  served  for  and  "  daring 
he  war,"  ornad  become  enpeniniDerary  by  the 
lonsolidation  of  the  army  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1760.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  if 
Sibwn'a  regiment  was  ever  placed  on  Qie  oon- 
inental  establishment,  it  did  not  eontinne  on 
liat  establishment  nntil  the  end  of  the  war.  It 
ras  discharged  in  October,  1781,  imtnedlately 
ift£r  the  butle  of  Yorktown,  and  the  c^ttnre 
)f  G(HiiwalUa. 

Underallthecircmnstsnoeeof  thecase.!  oan- 
lot  consider  this  claim  as  having  any  Rmnd»- 
ion injustice.  Jte  allowanoa  would  opra the 
bor  to  claims  without  nnmber  from  tlie  other 
Hate^  resting  on  prindpleeof  a  simitar  nature, 
md  which  it  was  the  int«itJon  of  the  law  of 
3<MigMes  of  17B0  to  guard  againsL  I  cannot, 
n  ute  whde,  refrain  from  ex^esring  my  as- 
nnishment  that  the  State  of  Viiginia  should 
lave  rensted  this  inst  claim  of  her  officers  for 
lalf  a  century,  and,  when  forced  by  a  deciMon 
)f  her  own  courts  to  f olfll  the  promise  she  made 
ler  old  soldiers,  by  the  act  of  1779,  and  which 
iraa  ao  honor^le  to  the  patriots  of  that  day, 
ud  when  being  no  longer  able  to  put  off  the 
layment,  that  she  should  apply  to  the  Qeneral 
3oveRimentto  relieve  her  rami  her  ownhonor- 
kble  and  voluntary  act  of  generouty  towards  ao 
leMTTing  a  dais  of  her  dtimns. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Sbbpfskd,  ot  North  Carolina,  fol- 
owed,  and  occupied  the  floor  until  half-past 
'our  o'clock.  He  was  mpoeed  to  the  bill, 
[lie  diffioulties  which  might  arise  in  the  settle- 
nent  of  these  claims  in  fatnre  times,  had  been 
intidpated  b^  Congress  in  1790,  and,  to  pie- 
rent  snoh  a  difflcnlty,  a  board  of  comnussioners 
raa  appointed,  and  an  act  passed  for  the  adjust' 
ncDt  ot  these  Stat«  accounts. 


.'  the  settlement  which  took  place  in  con- 
sequenoe  of  that  act,  Hr.  S.  contended  that 
these  claims  had  been  settled,  and  that  t«  grant 
them  would  be  to  distarb  that  settlement.  Ur, 
9.  farther  contended  that  the  fact  of  Btate  troopa 
fighting  occasionally  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
country  did  not  give  them  a  claim  on  the  United 
States  as  continental  troops;  that,  therefore, 
this  claim  moat  be  founded  on,  and  consequent- 
ly limited  by,  the  act  of  1790,  By  that  act  all 
such  claims  were  linuted  to  October  of  the 
year  1788,  and, conseqnently.theseclaims  coold 
not  be  sustained  nnaer  tli^t  act,  beoanse  they 
had  not  been  allowed  by  the  Slate  at  the  time 
provided.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  Vii^ia  regarded  the  officers 
embraced  in  this  bill  as  of  that  class  termed  sn- 
pemumeraiy  officers.  He  said  that  if  this  ol^m 
waa  allowed,  he  saw  no  reason  why  they  shonld 
not  appoint  another  board  of  commiadoners,  to 

if  the^  coold,  at  this  late  day,  do  more 
ample  instioe  to  the  ciaimants  of  this  character. 
He  hod  no  donbt  that  something  might  be  done 
to  Vireinia ;  bnt  if  theee  claims  were  ^owed, 
it  would  open  again  the  whole  snl^eot  of  Btate 
claims  on  the  Qeneral  Oovernment  He  con- 
tended, however,  that  it  was  too  late  now,  and 
moreover,  that  there  were  no  oooounta  by  which 
they  could,  with  any  groond  of  TeiSKm  or  jns- 
tioe,  disturb  the  settlement  <^  the  commisaifft- 

of  ITW. 


Teubsdat,  June  7. 
JUmg  Pennon  Fund, 

Ur.  WiTUoirsB  presented  a  petMon  from  a 
widow  ot  one  of  onr  marines,  praying  that  her 
bnaband's  invalid  pennon  might  be  allowed  to 
her  and  her  children.  Mr.  W.  stated  that  Qiat 
petition  was  founded  on  a  bill  which  hod  been 
reported  from  the  Naval  Oommittee  to  extend 
the  prOTisions  of  the  navy  pension  fund.  The 
bill  was  short,  and  would  occupy  bnt  little  time, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  now  indulge 
him  by  going  into  a  committee  to  take  It  a 
Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  '' 
mie;  which  motion  prevuled — yeas  109. 

Mr.  W.  read  from  a  statistical  statement  in 
his  hand  the  amounts  of  surplns  which  had  ac- 
crued to  the  fnnd  daring  Beveral  years,  in  can- 
sequence  of  its  receipts  exceeding  its  expendi- 
tnree.  The  result  was,  that  the  fund  would 
have  had  $1,096,000  in  its  posseadon,  bnt  for 
a  loss  by  the  f^ure  of  the  Bank  of  Oolumbia, 
which  greatly  rednoed  It. 

The  Honse  then,  on  motbn  of  Ur.  W.,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  took  np  the 
bin  further  to  extend  the  penBions  heretofore 
granted  to  the  widowa  of  persona  killed,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  servioe. 

The  bin  having  been  read,  Mr.  W.  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  It  to  the 


It  no. 
.dthe 


Ur.  Homun  opposed  the  motion,  and  quoted 
the  opinion  of  the  late  Secretary  Southard,  ir 
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evidence  that  the  ch&nge  proposed  b;  thU  bill, 
in  ttie  applicatioii  of  the  dbtj  pension  fond, 
was  hazardous.  Hr.  H.  oontenaed  that  tb« 
fbnd  ooght  to  be  nnraed,  and  held  In  regerve  for 
thow  for  whose  baoefit  eiclonTely  it  had  been 
areat«d.  It  was  intended  not  for  widows  and 
ohildren,  but  for  those  who  had  sostained  per- 
sonal injor;  in  the  naval  service  of  their  coan- 
tcj,  or  thOBO  who  had  become  superannnated 
and  helpless. 

The  conmdttee  then  rose,  and  report«d  the 
bilL 

Hr.  BiiEBnt,  of  Oonneoticat,  moved  the  pre- 
vious qnestion,  which  was  seconded,  pnt,  and 
carried ;  and  the  mun  qaestioa  beinff  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill,  it  was  caniea  in  the 
afBrmatlTe— yeas  BO. 


FsiDAT,  June  8. 
Tha   OonBenUon  with  Ftanee — CofMniMtion  to 

SettU  Oiaimt—EedveUonof  Duty  on  Frmeh 

Wine*. 

Mr.  Abohkr  renewed  and  eamertly  preesed 
a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  tiie  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  late  convention  with  France. 
He  did  not  apprehend  the  oocurrenco  of  any 
debate,  and  promised  that,  in  case  amendmente 
should  be  offered,  or  any  prolonged  discnsuon 
attempted,  he  would  himself  move  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bilL  He  recalled  the  sttea- 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  importance  of  the  bill. 
There  were  some  cl^mants  whose  claims  were 
of  twenty,  and  others  of  thirty  years'  standing. 
The  Government  had  now  eacceeded  in  obtun- 
ing  $5,000,000  ;  and  though  that  would  go  but 
ft  Bmnli  way  towards  aatisi^ing  the  entire  maaa 
of  churns,  yet  it  was  very  important  that  even 
this  relief  should  be  realized  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  money  was  now  ready  to  be  paid  over ; 
and  should  the  board  of  commisBioaers  be  at 
once  appointed,  the  claimants  mnst  still  wait 
two  or  tJiree  years  more  before  they  conld  re- 
alize any  part  of  what  was  due  to  them.  They 
ought  to  be  in  session  at  this  moment.  "Hi.  A, 
engaged  that,  should  the  bill  be  opposed  in  com- 
mittee, he  would  notspeik  inreply  I  and,  when 
it  oame  into  the  House,  he  would  consent  to  its 
postponement  to  any  day  which  gentlemen 
mi^t  desire. 

The  Eonse  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  'Wioeuftb  in  the  chair,  and  took 
np  the  bill  "  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention 
between  the  TTnitfid  States  and  his  M^esty  the 
King  of  the  French,  oondnded  at  Fans  on  the 
4thof  Jnly,  1881." 

[The  bill  appoints  a  board  of  three  OMnmis- 
uoners  for  the  examination  of  claims.  They 
are  to  have  a  secretary  and  clerk— are  to  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  in  this  city,  and 
to  conclnde  their  dalles  within  three  years. 
The  bill  assigns  a  salary  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  $3,000  per  annnm,  to  the  secretary 
$2,000,  and  to  the  clerk  $1,G00. 


The  seoretanr  is  required  to  be  venedn^ 
Bn^ish,  Frentm,  and  Spanish  langoaga.  lit 
awards  of  the  board  are  to  be  bmnilud, 
through  the  State  Department,  to  thsScoiMj 
of  the  Treasury,  and  paid  by  lum.  Ikti 
contains  a  supplementary  sectioaordmmgik 
for  ten  yean  from  the  Sd  of  Fetntiy,  M, 
French  winee  shall  be  admitted  into  the  XvSi 
Statee  under  a  dnty  of  six  cests  w  nd.  n 
cents  on  white,  and  twenty-two  on  liHa 
bottles.] 

Hr.  Ellswobth  Inqnired  bow  1(»sa|cM 
of  time  had  been  allowed  for  compEeltig  di 
award  of  other  commisaioners. 

Hr.  Abohbb  replied  Qiat  the  usual  penndia 
three  years.  This  had  been  ossigiKd  t«  tti 
Danish  commissioQera,  although  the  tatxAi 
claims  submitted  to  them  had  sot  beta  vt 
so  great  aa  that  on  whidt  these  oonutuHfaai 
mnsb  pass.  One  provision  oBoal  in  sod  «• 
ventitms  wa^  that  the  foreign  GoTEnnM 
should  furnish  all  the  evidence  in  thmr  puw 
sion  that  might  be  neceeaaij-  tia  the  ntitU 
ment  of  the  claims,  and  time  was  nnjuiirrW 
collate  the  foreign  docnmcmts  that  m^  b 
received,  and  pnt  the  evidence  in  a  fbniBilt 
submitted  to  the  hoard.  This  had  beai  (k 
principal  aonroe  of  the  deUys  which  hri  m- 
cnrrea  in  the  proceedings  of  other  boar&  o(t 
nmilar  character.  We  must  have  aoA  a  bcH^ 
or  our  citizens  coold  not  get  their  monef.  H) 
French  Government  had  stipulated,  ud  *■ 
ready  to  pay  the  five  milhons :  and  the  pfBl 
bill  followed  the  precedents  which  had  bcei!( 

Hr.  EvBBKTT  said  that  he  thon^it  two  yw 
quite  enough  for  completing  the  diiti«s  of  ti» 
commission.  It  was  now  six  yean  Am,  « 
the  call  of  this  Eonse,  the  cl^anants  ttx  Tim 
spoliations  had  been  invited  to  make  oil  tbr 
respective  oases,  and  send  forward  tbat  vot^ 
ers;  and  this  had  been  generaDy  dime,  i 
large  quarto  volume  of  such  evidences  of  dsB 
had  been  reported  to  the  House,  and  printed  1^ 
its  order.  This  had  been  done  six  yesnsp. 
HTuotiationa  for  the  allowanoe  of  tbcee  d^ 
had  been  pending  during  all  those  liz  ye>A 
and,  indeed,  during  a  period  twice  u  loiig.  ^ 
general  expectation  had  prevuled  that  nut- 
thing  would  be  done,  and  the  claiDllDt^~ 


treaty,  tike  ciumants  had  not  had  so  Inif  ■ 
warning ;  and  in  that  caae.  it  mig^t  hsTS  kn 
proper  to  allow  the  board  three  years;  tain 
this  there  could  be  no  such  necessity.  lEr.  1 
spoke  from  personal  knowledge  wheoba^ 
that  the  clumants  in  gemeral  oonsidwtd  l** 
years  as  long  mough  for  the  mtting  of  th«  bcvd 
And  if  they  who  were  most  interested  tM 
willing  that  the  period  should  consist  o(  tn 
years,  why  ahonld  the  House  extend  il  » 
three  t  Some  of  tliom  had  lain  out  of  ^ 
money  for  twenty,  twenty-five,  and  mm  ■■ 
long  as  twenty-seven  years;  and  it  wasifv' 


haraship  lliat  now,  when  the  n 


,c 


DEBATES  OF  CONGHBSS. 
Jnra,  1B83,]      CaHHmtiea  »eilh  ntmea—Commimim  to  SeOh  Claimt    JUdatHon  gf  Whit  DMf,        [H.  c 


709 


Dbt^ed,  when  ita  piiTineiit  vu  secured,  aod 
it  might  be  uid  to  be  almost  within  their 
irsBp,  stai  farther  delay  should,  without  neoes- 
nty,  be  interposed.  A  oolleagne  of  his  (Mr. 
&PPLKTOM)  had  letters  in  his  possession  from 
•ome  of  the  cltumants  residing  m  Boeton,  stat- 
ing  it  as  Qielr  wish  that  the  period  shonld  not 
be  longer  than  two  years ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
Ihatthe  same  wish  was  shared  \>j  those  rest- 
Jent  in  other  cities  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PoLX  apprehended  that  there  wonld  be 
Mme  conflict  between  the  interests  of  the 
sUmanta.  A  large  portion  of  those  ctaims 
irere  in  the  hands  of  insnranc«  companies,  who 
Itad  the  evidence  in  rapport  of  them  already 
prepared;  while  indiridaal  cl^manta,  who  did 
lot  poaseis  the  same  advaotagea,  were  very 
US^ntly  situated,  many  of  them  having  the 
jridenoe  of  their  claims  still  to  !»  looked  up. 
&.  m^oiity  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  A&iis, 
ifter  reflecting  on  the  circnmstsnceB  of  the 
me,  had  come  to  the  conclnsion  tiiat  three 
reus  would  not  be  too  Ions  a  time  to  be 
■flowed  for  this  parpose.  'Aree  years  had 
Men  allowed  to  the  Florida  oommission,  and 
lie  same  length  of  time  to  the  commissioners 
mder  the  Danish  treaty.    And  there  would  t)e 

Kite  as  mach  difficulty,  and  more,  in  settlinK 
e  clums  nnder  the  present  commission,  a 
ronld,  no  donbt,  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
nsDrance  companies  that  the  time  should  l>e 
imtted  to  as  short  a  period  as  possible.  But 
Us  wonld  not  be  doing  jnstioe  to  the  other 
daimants.  There  were  □laimH  to  the  amonnt 
>f  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
mly  fire  millions  of  dollars  to  satisfy  them.  Of 
»urs6  it  was  the  interest  of  those  who  now 
>wned  them  to  shorten  the  time,  because  the 
nore  claims  they  conld  shnt  ont,  the  larger 
heir  own  dividend  wonld  be.  He  thonght, 
wrides,  that  the  insurance  companies  were  not 
otitled,  as  claimants,  to  the  most  favorable 
nusideration,  becanse,  thongh  their  losses  had, 
lo  donbt,  been  large,  the  risk  had  been  volon- 
arily  asanmed,  and  the  loss  in  some  measure 
lompensated  by  the  premiums  they  had  re- 
wived.  There  were  other  claimants  who  had 
Jtima  of  mnch  greater  hardahip ;  and,  as  the 
lontroversy  was  chiefly  I>etween  them,  he 
loped  tlie  motion  of  the  gentleman  wonld  not 
irevi^ 

Ur.  Ellsworth  had  no  desire  for  an  nnrea- 
onable  limitation,  nor  that  the  time  shonld  bo 
nrttdled  so  mnch  as  to  deprive  any  of  an  ample 
^portnni^  of  establishing  their  clahtis.  Bnt  as 
I,  considerable  nomber  of  the  claimants  were 
mong  hts  own  oonstitneota,  and  as  none  of 
hem  cotdd  get  their  money  till  the  commission 
honid  have  ecpired,  he  was  opposed  to  having 
he  time  needlessly  prolonged.  In  proportion 
o  the  time  asrigned  to  the  commission,  would 
le  the  dilatory  movements  of  the  claimant 
le  eonld  not  heUeve  that  there  was  any  good 
laim,  the  evidence  of  which  might  not  be 
obtained  within  two  years,  and  he  shonld  be 
ftposed  to  an  extension  of  the  period  beyond 


that  time,  even  if  it  dionid  not  be  attended  with 
an  increase  of  pnblio  expense.  He  hoped  the 
time  wonld  not  t>e  prolonged  beyond  two  years 
at  the  farthest. 

'a.T.  Rkbd  said  he  represented  a  nomber  of 
these  claimants,  whose  evidence  had  been  long 
since  prepared ;  bnt,  on  looking  into  it,  he  found 
that  many  of  the  papers  were  wanting,  and 
wonld  have  to  be  supplied.  That  was  the  only 
reason  why  he  should  assent  to  as  long  a  period 
as  two  years.  As  to  the  remark  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Folk,)  that  the  insnr- 
anoe  companies  were  not  dajmants  entitled  to 
aa  much  favor  as  others,  it  was  entirely  a  mis- 


'Csals,  of  any  other  individnaL  Be»des,  if  it 
should  appear,  toward  the  close  of  the  two 
years,  that  i^jostice  was  likely  to  result  from 
confining  the  commission  to  that  length  of 
time,  the  House  ooold  extend  the  time.  Bd^ 
should  it  be  fixed  at  first  at  three  years,  although 
one  mi^ht  tw  sofBoient,  notice  having  once  been 
given,  it  would  not  do  to  shorten  the  period. 

Mr.  Fk&kok,  of  Bhode  Island,  said  that  he 
represented  a  commercial  part  of  the  Union, 
yet  he  must  differ  from  otber  gentlemen  who 
represented  commercial  interests,  in  reference 
to  the  present  satiJect.  The  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  trom  Tennessee  (Mr.  Folk)  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  very  correct  one.  fie  thought 
that  a  too  great  curtailment  of  the  time  wonld 
have  a  tendency  to  ahut  out  and  push  aside  the 
interests  of  those  whose  claims  were  of  com- 
paratively small  amount  There  were  many 
who  had  only  a  small  share  in  the  losses  sna- 
tained,  being  port  ship-owners.  These  persons, 
some  of  whom  were  mates  of  vessels,  mi^t 
not  perhaps  have  owned  more  than  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  in  a  captnred  ship.    Such 

ficTsons  did  not  possess  the  same  means  to  col- 
ect  evidence  as  those  did  who  hod  heavier 
cMms. 

Mr.  Batxs,  of  Maine,  would  only  add  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  6t>m 
Rhode  Island,  that  in  many  cases  the  papers 
necessary  to  establish  the  cl»ms  were  not  now 
in  the  oonntry.  He  had  recently  received  let- 
ters from  some  of  the  claimants  in  his  dtetriot, 
inquiring  about  the  condition  of  their  papers; 
and,  on  examination,  he  found  that  some  of 
them  had  been  sent  to  France.  In  such  cases, 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  papers  to  he 
returned  and  suitably  arranged,  that  they  might 
he  presented  in  time.  Many  of  the  claimanta 
resided  in  the  interior,  having  retired  from 
trade,  and  whose  only  hope  was  in  recovering 
the  omonnt  of  their  claims,  finitable  time 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  such  persons  to  obtain 
and  prepare  the  evidence  that  might  be  neces- 
aary  in  their  respective  cases. 

fir.  Dbaxbobs  said  that  he  bad  received 
several  commissions  in  relation  to  these  claimsj 
but  they  did  not  proceed  from  insurance  com- 
panies, bnt  from  private  individuals,  and  he 
thonght  that  two  years  was  time  enough  fiv 
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tbe  iittiua;  of  the  oommiBmonerB.  71111111  tliat 
time,  a  ol  aim  ant  might  send  to  France  six  or 
seven  timei.  He  might  send  twice  eren  t« 
India.  He  belieTed  that  nearl  j  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  cMmants  wonld  prefer  two  years  to 
three  for  the  doratiou  of  the  conuniaBion,  and 
woald  like  even  a  sbortop  period.  As  sooh  was 
the  wish  of  tboae  who  were!  moat  interested  in 
the  qaestion,  he  trusted  that  the  time  wonld 
not  be  extended  bejoud  two  jean. 

The  qneetion  was  pat  on  tlie  amendment  pro- 
posed  bT  Mr.  Etkbht,  and  oBiried — yeas  77, 


fears. 

Mr.  PuBOE  oSbred  an  Kuendment,  whioh 
vent  to  provide  that  before  the  award  of  the 
oommiBuoners  should  be  paid  to  anj  claimant, 
the  debt  of  snah  claimant  to  the  United  States 
(if  aoT)  ahoold  first  be  deducted ;  which  was 


(if  any)  i 
agreed  tc 


Mr.  Jbwktt  ofibred  an  ainendmeDt,  which 
changed  the  oompeaaation  of  the  oommistioneni 
to  a  per  diem  allowance  of  eight  dollars  for 
every  day  in  which  they  shonld  be  actually 
employed,  and  eight  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles  they  might  have  to  travel  in  attending 
and  retnmiug  from  the  meetiuga  of  the  board, 
with  a  proviso  that  their  entire  allowance 
should  not  exceed  three  thousand  dollars.  A 
similar  proviso  was  added  with  reqiect  to  tlie 
secretary,  whose  whole  allowance  was  not  to 
exceed  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  80, 
nays  62. 

On  motitm  of  Mr.  Asoheb,  the  tnll  was  fiuther 
amended,  so  as  to  require  the  board  to  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  of  August  next.  The  commit- 
_  tee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  Honse. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  ibe  com- 
mittee was  ooncnrred  in. 

The  second,  which  related  to  the  dnration  of 
the  commission,  having  been  read,  the  debate 
upon  it  was  renewed.  The  extension  of  the 
term  to  three  years  was  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Pole  and  Mr.  Peabcb,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Dbatton,  OuuBBLKira,  and  Ubasbokn  ;  when 
the  question  being  put  on  concurrence,  it  was 
carried — yeas  70,  nays  S9. 

8o  the  llouse  determined  that  tbe  commission 
should  be  limited  to  two  yeara. 

Mr.  JswET-r'a  amendment  having  next  been 
read,  and  the  question  being  on  concnrring, 

Mr.  ZvBBETT  opposed  tbe  amendment.  He 
thought  the  allowance  in  the  bill  was  not  too 
much  for  the  right  sort  of  men  to  fill  such  a 
station.  The  situation  of  a  commissioner  Ut  pass 
on  claims  so  important  required  a  "mAn  of 
various  talents  and  mnch  knowled^,  both 
legal  and  commercial.  He  did  not  believe  that 
tbe  amendment  wonld  produce  any  saving,  or 
none  that  would  in  anywise  compensate  for 
the  consequences.  The  efieot  of  adopting  it 
would  be,  that  the  appointments  wonld  have  to 
be  made  from  persons  in  the  nnghborhood  of 


t^  city.    No  man,  of  a  suitable  KiDdE^ba 
a  distance,  would  aooept  the  commiwa  otM 

Mr.  WioxuiTB  was  very  mndi  in  fntti 
the  amendment,  and  hoped  the  Honn  tnH 
ooncnr  in  it.  In  all  tie  boaris  vUAH 
hitherto  been  ^pointed,  it  hadgraenl^iM 
found  that  they  regulated  their  liboimai 
ing  to  Uie  time  allowed  them  by  Congiw;  Is 
when  the  olaiQis  for  spoliations  on  IM  SagH 
frontier,  amounting  to  not  less  this  (tftil' 
instead  of  being  sent  to  a  board  of  «»• 
sionera,  had  been  referred  to  Peter  Hqn^li 
whole  amonut  had  been  settled  in  tbe  iatii 
between  the  adioumment  and  the  joteSiii 
the  next  session.  Hr.  W.  felt  petinU^ 
if  the  Honse  shonld  ccmfine  tbest  mk» 
sionera  to  a  per  diem  allowanee,  tte;  nH 
get  the  bnsinees  done  much  smbhAsiI 
they  were  allowed  the  wuinal  salny.  II  if 
were  all  allowed  their  tliree  thooNod  diSiii 
year,  they  wonld  probably  come  oo  bmnK 
and  ^ve  notioe  to  the  clwmanls,  birt  *  iMa 
attend  a  fbw  pleasant  evenings  tntbe  mm 
of  Congress,  and  tiien  go  home,  tuni^  ■ 
comfortable  certainty  that  their  aiint  n 
EOing  on  all  the  while;,  but  if  they  WETS  oiip> 
diem,  they  wonld  waste  no  time. 

Mr.  WiLDK  eonoeived  tbe  prindplt  d  if 
amendment  to  be  highly  exceptioiuUt, iri* 
it  seemed  likely  to  be  sdi^ted,  hs  Alt  M 
briefly  to  state  his  objectjons  to  it  St  M 
do  it  briefly,  as  his  health  wmiH  notpe* 
him  to. do  otherwise.  It  had  been  i^  iWi 
ordinary  cases  snch  a  board  need  not  ■>  l^^ 
than.foor  months  in  Ute  year.  At  Uiaper&i 
allowance  proposed  in  the  amaldBU■I^lt>t!* 
penistion  of  a  oonuiiisBioner  woold  it  ttutw 
amount  to  about  nine  hmidred  and  aiiyiii^ 
Conld  it  be  seriously  expected  tint  gatl« 
conid  be  obt^ed  who  were  ft  to  daCnMt 
fund  of  such  magnitndo  for  sucb  s  taaf* 
tion?  Did  not  the  Goremmentpsjtbejn^ 
of  the  Bnpreme  Oourt  an  anraijl  alW;* 
were  they  oconpied  daring  Quii  »M'  *^ 
WhynotallowUiwnaperdkmT  "^tP^ 
man  said  that  be  was  willing  to  rsnrdw* 
oommissioners  Ubertlly,  yet,  that  be  Wii™! 
great  saving  wonld  resolt.  Now,  Mr.  ^-T^ 
not  B&y  tbat  any  eenttanan  inmMi  *■' 
such  a  sitnatdon  woud  yield  te  » Iwe  *  ^2 
tation  n  to  idt  (Hmi  day  to  day  willo«  * 
ness,  for  the  sake  of  making  his  '^"^F^^ 
mount  up  to  something  like  »  reqxn* 
sum ;  but  this  he  wonld  say,  tint  "J.*  * 
men  who  would  aocoit  oi  that  ''"''''^'fj 
an  allowance  of  nine  hundred  and  ^^^ 
would  be  capable  of  sitting  evMy  ixf™ 
witbont  bns^nes^  for  the  take  rf  "^W.^ 
their  salary.  Prom  the  grade  <'_™^i 
was  requisite  to  the  due  and  '""T*'^? 
charge  of  snob  a  trust,  it  wasiiee*a»iT"Jj 
individuals  who  were  to  fill  tbe  W*^*?': 
be  taken' from  the  highest  rank <rftl>il9M^ 
fession ;  and  who  did  not  know  tWttt'JJ 
receipts  of  Snoh  men  &r  esjesW  w  " 
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nm  of  nine  hundred  and  rixtj  doltan  I  If  the 
Jlowance  mnHt  be  per  diem,  it  onght  at  least 
o  be  doDbled,  OT  ther  eoold  not  expect  to 
ommand  the  talent  which  wbb  roitable  to  the 
ilace, 

Tbe  qnestlon  wm  taken  on  ooncnrriiig  in  the 
mendmeDt,  and  decided — jeae  80,  nays  B4. 

Mr,  Piabob'b  amendmeat  was  aleo  cononrred 
0,  which,  provides  that  the  debts  of  the  olaim- 
nts  to  the  United  Statea  ghall  be  dednoted 
lefore  the  inone;  awarded  them  is  p^d. 

Ur.  Vascs  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the 
rath  seotioD,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  And  be  it  further  madid.  That,  for  the  term  of 
en  jMrt  trom  »nd  ttter  the  second  dsj  of  Febrn- 
n,  less,  winea,  the  produce  of  Fnmce,  shall  be 
lotted  into  the  United  States  on  paying  dntiea 
lot  eiceediag  the  following  rate*  on  the  galloD, 
•noh  as  is  at  present  nsed  m  the  United  Sutea,) 
hat  ia  to  say  :  aiz  oenta  for  red  wine  in  caaka,  ten 
lenlt  for  while  wine  in  caaka,  and  twenty-tvo  oenta 
brwine*  in  all  aorta  of  bottlea." 

Ur.  V.  said  he  thought  the  adoption  of  this 
ieotd<»i  of  tbe  bill  woTild  go  to  SQrrender  the 
irinoiple  that  this  Honse  bod  anj  light  to  in- 
«rfere  with  treaties,  and  woold  be  admitting 
hat  the  ExeontiTe  and  the  Senate  might  regn- 
ate  the  whole  imposts  of  the  ooantry  at  their 
deasnre,  witbont  anj  action  of  the  House,  or 
mntrol  on  its  part  at  alL  The  PresidenC,  with 
Jm  assent  of  tbe  Senate,  had  here  imdertaken 
o  fix  the  dniies'  that  were  to  be  levied  on 
?^Dch  wlnee  imported  into  the  United  States 
br  a  certain  term.  It  was  not  that  Mr.  V.  was 
^poeed  to  lowering  the'  daties  on  these 
mea  that  he  objected  to  this  part  of  the  bill, 
br  he  wonld  hare  no  objection  to  take  them 
iff  entirely,  but  be  protested  ag^ost  the  prin- 
dple, 

Ifr.  BASsnroKB  sud  that  he  thonght  tbe 
notion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would 
iperate,  if  adopted,  to  dtfeat  the  very  olject 
le  had  In  view  in  making  ft  The  treaty  with 
France  stipulated  that  the  dnty  on  wines  ahoold 
H  rednceo.  Tbe  Senate  had  ratified  the  treaty, 
Mit  it  coold  not  receive  validity  in  this  feature 
>f  it  without  the  act  of  thia  HoQse.  It  was  thia 
nrj  section  which  alone  retted  to  the  Hoose 
nnadiction  over  tbe  BDltJeot.  The  gentleman 
lad  oontended  that  the  treaty  woiild  not  be 
nlid  without  this  section  of  the. law.  But 
xeatiee  were  held  and  deotared  by  tbe  constitn- 
Jan  to  be  the  sapreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  if 
he  House  shonla  refuse  to  aet  with  respect  to 
bh  redaction  of  the  dntdes  on  wlnea,  the  whole 
ifi'eet  would  be,  that  tbe  reduction  would  go 
nto  effbot  without  any  action  of  tbe  House  at 
dl.  Wonld  net  that  involve  the  very  oonae- 
luenee  the  gentleman  aougbt  to  prevent  t 

Hi.  Ola.t  B^d  that  the  bill  haa  now  occupied 
such  time:  and  as  be  wonld  not  believe  that 
t  m^ority  of  the  Honse  would  consent  to 
rtolato  what  by  tbe  will  of  two  of  the  oo-ordi- 
ute  branches  of  the  Qovemment  bad  become 
t  law  of  the  land,  he  demanded  the  previous 
loestion  i   but  at  the  earned  request  (rf  Mr. 
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Abohib,  consented  to  withdraw  the  moUon 
on  condition  that  Mr.  A.  wonld  renew  it. 
'  Mr.  Aaokxs  s^d  that  he  held,  in  the  fUlest 
manner,  the  power  of  the  House  to  withhold  ita 
assent  from  the  execution  of  a  treaty  which  it 
did  not  approve,  and  it  was  this  very  idea  of 
retaining  Jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  and  that 
asGerting  the  right,  that  had  indoced  the  com- 
mittee to  insert  this  section  in  the  bill.  The 
section  followed  the  words  of  tbe  treaty.  The 
meaBore  was  attended  with  a  twofold  advan- 
tage :  E^rst,  it  obtained  for  ds  a  redaction  on 
the  dnty  on  cotton  imported  into  France  for 
neary  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  dnty  la 
France,  before  thia  treaty,  on  sea  island  cotton 


made  tbe  same.  The  other  advantage  related 
to  the  claim  of  the  French  Gkivemment  to  Lou- 
isiana. Ko  man  knew  better  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wicelitfe,)  who  had 
asked  a  qaestion  aa  to  the  wording  of  the  seoCioii, 
the  perplexity  which  bad  attended  tbe  arrange- 
ment of  the  French  claim ;  and  it  was  the 
admission  of  the  sonndeat  men,  that  the  ground 
on  which  tbe  United  States  stood  as  to  that 
matter  was  very  doubtM.  Bat,  in  consequence 
of  this  admission  of  ber  wines,  France  had 
now  consented  to  relinquish  all  claims  arising 
under  tlie  Louisiana  treaty.  And  what  was  the 
amount  of  this  reduction  of  duties  t  It  was  but 
four  cenle  on  one  kind  of  wine,  and  five  cents 
on  another :  while  on  wines  in  bottlea  tbe  duty 
was  reduced  from  Sltf  to  twenty-two  cents. 
Tbe  larger  introduction  and  nae  of  the  French 
wines  in  this  country  was  an  otject  greatly 
to  l>e  dedred.  Mr.  A,  oonoluded  by  renewing 
the  motion  for  the  previoas  qnestion. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House^ 
yeas  80. 

Mr.  Vasck,  bring  still  opposed  to  tbe  aection' 
be  bad  indicated,  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya 
on  the  previous  question. 

They  were  ordered,  and  taken,  and  atood  as 
follows :  yeas  116,  nays  46. 

So  the  main  question  was  put,  and  the  bill 
was  tberenpon  ordered  to  be  en^>»sed  for  its 
third  reading. 


Batctbsat,  June  9. 
Motmltd  Infantry. 

Mr.  DmroiJi  moved  to  take  up  tbe  bill  from 
tbe  Benato  for  monnting  and  equipping  a  part 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Oltjeetions 
being  made,  he  moved  that  tbe  mle  ne  sus- 
pended for  that  purpose,  and  submitted  a  letter 
from  an  individnal  on  the  frontier,  giving  some 
very  shocking  details  of  the  massacres  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians  upon  tbe  defenceless  in- 
habitants. The  mle  was  suspended,  and  tbe 
Honse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DrNOAB,  went  into 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  tbe 
Union,  Mr.  Tatlob  in  the  ch^,  npon  that  bill. 

Mr.  Cassos  oly  acted  to  the  clause  of  the  bill 
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which  limita  the  nnmber  of  the  troops  to  be 
rsiaad  to  ten  companiei.  He  tbouf^ht  tne  nam- 
ber  of  troopi  ought  to  be  kit  entirel;  to  the 
discretion  of  the  PreaideoL 

Mr.  DascA.Ti  moved  to  strike  out  all  eStet 
the  enacting  clknse,  end  Hubstitnte  a  proTiBton 
that  the  President  might  receive  eight  hnudred 
monQted  gnomea  aa  volaut^era,  to  aerre  fh»n 
the  1st  of  April  to  the  1st  of  November  in  every 
year,  and  longer  if  necessary,  receiving  the 
aame  pay  aa  the  monnted  troops  of  the  United 
States,  and  appropriating  $60,000  to  cover  the 
expenses  which  might  accrue.  In  supporting 
the  amendment,  i£x,  B.  said  be  had  long  fore- 
seen the  necessity  of  raising  a  permanent  corps 
of  mounted  men  for  defending  the  frontier. 
Abont  the  first  proposition  he  ever  submitted 
for  the  considerotioD  of  Congress,  was  one,  in 
183S,  for  rdsing  eight  companies  of  monnted 
gnmnen  for  that  service.  His  experience  con- 
vinced him  that  it  was  the  only  force  that  oonld 
be  relied  on  to  keep  the  savages  in  proper  suli- 
Jeotion ;  and  he  firmly  believed  that  all  the  dis- 
tress and  bloodshed  that  had  just  been  heard 
of  in  HUnois  woold  have  l)een  avoided  if  Con- 
gress had  adopted  the  plan  he  then  and  now 
suggested.  No  number  of  United  States'  sol- 
diers on  foot  could  reetore  peace  and  confidence 
to  the  citizens  reeiding  in  that  country  Fami- 
lies who  have  witueased  the  shocking  scenes 
which  had  just  been  acted  on  the  frontier, 
woold  never  retnm  to  their  homes  ontil  an 
efficient  force,  snoh  as  can  be  relied  on,  may  be 
ruaed  and  permanently  stationed  on  tlie  fron- 
tier for  their  protection  and  defence.  He  be- 
lieved we  shoold  hear  of  no  more  Indian  wars, 
after  this  force  was  organized  and  placed  in 
service.  One  thing  certainly  would  be  accom- 
plished by  it ;  citizens  residing  in  that  section 
of  the  country  wonld  no  longer  be  subject  to 
be  called  on  without  preparation  to  leave  their 
families  and  their  business,  to  march  against 
these  Indiana. 

The  Government  had  the  power,  and  it  was 
proper  that  it  shoold  protect  every  one  of  its 
citizens  while  engaged  in  their  nsnal  pursuits. 
On  greet  occasions,  he  thooght  the  militia 
should  be  relied  on  for  the  national  defence, 
but  it  was  ruinous  to  any  people  engaaed  in 
civil  pursnita  to  be  compelled  to  defend  their 
own  firesides,  or  to  be  required  to  march  in 
defence  of  their  neighbors,  on  every  incursion 
of  an  enemy,  however  small  their  force.  The 
militia  on  the  frontier  had  always  ^ven  the 
highest  evidence  of  patriotism,  by  tunung  ont 
at  a  moment's  warning  to  defend  the  country, 
even  though  it  deprived  them  of  fusing  a  crop 
for  the  support  of  thedr  families,  which  waa  the 
case  lost  yearj  and  he  did  not  doubt  it  woald 
be  so  again  thia  season.  He  believed  that  the 
pay  allowed  by  the  Oovemment  to  the  citiiens 
ihns  called  out,  could  not  posubly  compensate 
them  individually  for  their  sacrifices,  much  lees 
for  their  privations  of  being  hurrie>d  into  the 
service  without  the  necessary  preparations  to 
make  them  comfortable ;  but  he  said  the  priva- 
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tioa  and  injury  to  the  soldier  thus  rdtdM 
was  nothing  comp«red  with  tike  injirj  iatt 
the  whole  ccnmnnnitj  reeiding  near  tb  &■ 
tier,  who  were  compelled  to  fly  bam  U 
homes,  and  sacrifice  not  only  the  prediiuM 
li^r  of  the  season,  paoonoary  for  theit  tqfa. 
bnt  all  the  effeots  they  poaseased  *n  Itftbifal 
and  are  generally  dertrojed.  The  bJU  b  U 
Just  offerad  would  ranedy  all  thut  cfk  I 
was  a  mcAsore  not  only  of  justice,  bathnH^ 
and  he  hoped  it  woold  be  adc^rted  witbAJi- 
lay,  as  he  thought  it  very  probeUe  tblte 
troopa  oonld,  and  hoped  they  woold,  if  mw 
eary,  be  rused  in  timeto  aesat  ineipdEqd 
ctisslJsing  the  war  par^  of  Indians  *bidU 
commenced  the  outrages  on  thedtiMi^ 


oonld  beOoi^ 


Illinois. 


llr.  D.  saidifthe 


ment  The  proposal  waa  that  eadi  d  ifca 
volunteers  should  fiimiah  his  own  bont;  d 
as  this  force  wonld  not  be  needed  in  siOi 
time,  (for  it  was  not  the  habit  of  the  IidiwI 
make  war  in  the  winter,)  the  ooontrjsoiUli 
saved  the  expense  of  the  keeping<tf  thewiv* 
during  all  uie  winter  months  —  u  tjpat 
which  must  be  incnrred  if  the  United  W 
troops  should  be  employed.  The  ytM>(>o 
of  tie  country  who  would  oonstitiiu  te 
volnnteers  sll  owned  horses,  aod  were  ice* 
tomedto  taking  care  of  them.  TheyTtnuh 
allowed  forty  cents  a  day  for  Om  oh  trf  te 
horses,  and  snob  an  allowance  wonU  Mwa 
a  great  saving  if  oompared  with  the  eqaa 
that  must  be  incnrred  uould  the  United  SUB 
troops  be  mounted  at  Uie  expense  trf'  ibt  Gf^  : 


Mr.  Dbattob  proposed  to  amend  tiw  mm 

ment  of  Mr.  DtrsoAM,  so  astoincreaMll)eia>' 
her  of  troops  from  eight  hundred  to  oo*  tt* 
aand,  which  Mr.  DnsoAjf  accepted. 
Mr.  Dkaetoh  was  exceedingly  seniw  ■ 
ipresa  on  the  House  the  poUey,  ha  iiip> 
almost  say  the  neoeaat^,  at  adoptiiig  tb«  a» 
now  propoeed.  According  to  tbt  bw^ 
uio  reoolleotion,  a  plan  exactly  similarUUB 
had  been  heretofore  reported  to  th*  Bswlj 
the  MiUtaiy  Committee.  Yet,  notirithMtfUl 
the  reasoning  contained  in  the  iroort  iai  b* 
corrobofaled  by  the  opinion  of  ukm  bert  >^ 
qnainted  with  Uie  nature  of  Indisn  wtifut,  u 
referred  to  such  men  as  Gen.  Clark,  Gor.  Cm 
Gen.  Gainea,  Gen.  Atkinson,  and  the  icrj^ 
perienced  gentleman  at  present  a  uno^^ 
this  House  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  ^>Bif^ 
messure  had  fitiled  to  meet  with  the  *f!t^ 
tion  of  a  m^ority  of  the  House,  At  IW  ■* 
the  committea  could  only  suggest  wliil»<" 
be  the  probable  conseqnenoes  of  n^'siigP 
oi^anize  sndi  a  force.  The  commii'"  "J 
stated  that  the  frontjers  would  be  li»lii«  "f 
attacked ;  and  although  there  existed  tlJV 
time  nothing  which  deserved  the duk <ii' 
Indian  war,  even  yet  depredatuns  W  •* 
committed,  murders  perprtrated,  sad  «■  l" 
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loldlen  of  the  United  States  maaMcred  aJmost 
■rithin  Bight  of  the  guriMiu.  It  woold  have 
fteeu  a  vain  attannit  to  pnraae  the  Indiana  who 
!iad  oommitted  theae  outrages,  for  thej  were 
ill  mounted  on  fleet  honea,  while  the  troops  of 
Jie  Onited  Statea  oonsiated  of  iuiantry  alone, 
ind  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  endnre 
lU  tlie  iiianlta  and  ujnriea  ao  sure  to  arise  from 
[ndian  hostilitj.  Bntnow  the  rarj  evils  which 
Jie  oomiulUee  had  then  predicted  had  aotnaUj 
Mcnrred.  It  appeared  that  the  Indiana  had 
ittacked  not  merel j  the  rernlar  troops  and  tbe 
pilitia  of  Qlinoia,  bnt  had  mnrderad  women, 
dd  men,  and  children.  It  wai  iinpra«lioable  to 
rat  a  stop  to  Uiese  dreadM  ontragea,  beoanae 
•Jm  United  States'  troops  had  no  horsea  on 
rhlch  to  pnraae  the  enemj.  The  mdtmted 
mlitia  of  lUiDois  bad  beau  Mdled  ont,  bnt  their 
>artj  had  been  partiallf  dialed.  Itappeared 
Itat  the  Sacs,  the  Sioux,  and  the  Pottawato- 
niea,  had  nnited,  and  were  colleotiDg  a  formi- 
lable  foroe.  What  was  wanted  in  order  to 
ibeck  them  was  the  peculiar  species  of  trO(^ 
rhioh  the  amendment  propoaed  to  call  into 
letioB.  Without  troops  of  tliis  desoriptdon, 
lioogh  the  number  of  oar  regnlars  ehonld  be 
lipled,  no  impression  oonld  tie  nude  upon  the 
^Mian  force.  Bnt  these  monnted  nflemen 
)onld  aasail  the  1n(iiftn  Tillages,  anticipate  and 
tnak  up  aaaooiatiouB  and  combinations  which 
ronld  otherwise  be  sure  to  be  formed,  and  bf 
obtaining  and  rqtidlf  transmitting  information 
night  d^eat  the  designs  of  the  enemy.    In  an 


rhich  had  careAiUy  been  mMe  went  to  show 
liat  the  proposed  maasnie  would  be  aooom- 
Moied  with  the  aaTinx  c£  the  publio  mone;. 
tn  ooaseqnenoe  of  the  United  Stales'  troops  not 
Ming  mounted,  it  bad  beenneeesaarr  to  oall  ont 
lie  mititia.  The  pay  <rf  these  foreee,  the  hire- 
ng  of  steamboats  for  their  tranqiortation,  and 
iBtha  other  expenses  inddental  to  soch  a  ser- 
rice,  had  amounted  to  &r  more  than  it  would 
iSTe  coat  to  mount  and  equip  the  regular  troops. 
^  wsa  the  nndentandiiw  that  the  troops  ruaed 
mder  this  UU  were  to  be  kept  in  commission 
nlj  so  long  aa  OitAr  aerrices  night  be  neoes- 
lar^,  and  dnrihg  the  winter  thej  would  be  no 
apenas  to  the  QoTemmeot  Mr.  D.  trosted 
hat  the  amendmnitwonldreecdve  the  assent  of 
he  oonunittee. 

Hr.  Ashlbt'b  amendment  was  rejeoted. 

The  amendment  proposed  bj  Mr.  DuHOur 
vas  agreed  to — yeas  79,  n^  81. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill, 
md  it  was  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed. 


WumnBDAT,  June  IS. 
The  Tar^Seduetion  of  Dulitt—ProUetiM 
to  Home  Indutfry. 
Mr.  Ohoatc,  of  Masaachu  setts,  did  not  intend 
o  engage  in  a  general  discussion  of  this  truly 
xiUDolas  snbJecL    Sooh  a  disouision,  extend- 


ing over  the  whole  gronnd  of  debate,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  able  examples  which  bad  been  set, 
wonld  be,  within  the  limits  of  time  which  he 
had  preeoribed  to  himself,  superficial  and  com- 
monplace. Lengthened  far  enough  to  be  at 
once  comprehensive  and  thorough,  if  he  were 
capable  of  oondocting  such  a  one,  it  would 
consnme  more  time  than  the  committee  oonld 
spare,  and  demand  more  physical  energy,  if 
nothing  else  were  wanting,  than  be  possessed. 

I  wish  only,  sir,  ssid  Mr.  0.,  to  snbmit  some 
oonsiderations  upon  a  single  one  of  all  the  topics 
which  belong  to  this  delicate  and  complex 
deliberation.  I  wish  to  preeentonereason  only- 
why  you  should  not  abolish,  or  substantially 
alter,  the  existing  national  protective  system. 
Much  had  been  said  for  the  prodnoers  of  cottou, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  and  the  consumers  of  imports 
ed  British  goods.  I  beg  your  indnlgenoe  while 
I  say  something  in  behal/of  that  pOTtion  of  the 
Atnwioaa  people  whom  your  le^^islation  and 
word  of  honor  have  invited  or  compelled  to 
become  maanfactarers,  or  to  connect  their  labor, 
their  capital,  their  fortunes,  their  calculations 
for  life,  for  tJiemselves  and  for  their  children, 
remot^y  or  direotiy  with  mann&ctnres,  and 
who  are  now  menaced  by  an  abandonment  at 
that  policy  which  has  made  them  what  they 
are,  uid  placed  them  where  they  are. 

The  qnestion  at  this  moment  pending  before 
the  committee,  upon  the  amendment  offered  by 
my  colleagne  (Hr.  J.  Divis)  to  the  bill  report- 
ed by  the  Oommittae  on  Mana&ctnres,  is,  per- 
haps, a  decidve  question.  If  yonadopt  it  with 
saoh  modifioationa,  and  snch  farther  lees  im- 
portant amendments,  as  ore  understood  to  tw 
matured,  and  in  readiness  to  be  presented,  yon 
decide  to  preserve,  substantially  nnimpaired, 
the  Amencan  system  as  now  established. 
Something  you  will  also  do,  I  hope  it  may  be 
thought  to  be  mnob,  for  conciliation  and  oon- 
oession.  Yon  redaoe  the  revenue  to  the  needs 
of  the  Government,  or  at  least  yon  efficiently, 
and  in  good  Mth,  begin  the  business  of  reduo- 
tion.  From  one,  perhaps  from  two  articles, 
exclnmvely  of  Bouthem  oonsumption,  and  of 
great  importance  to  the  South,  negro  clothing 
and  ootton  bagging  the  protecting  duty  will, 
by  exemption  or  drawback,  be  taken  wholly 
away.  But  the  general  system  of  protection 
will  remun  nntonohed. 

Ii^  on  the  other  hand,  yon  r^eet  this  amend- 
ment, and  pass  the  bill  submitted  by  the  Becre> 
tary  of  the  Treasnry,  or  that  submitted  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  you  prostrate 
that  system.  Looking  at  the  rate  of  duties,  and 
the  mode  and  plaoo  of  valuation  therein  pre- 
eoribed, oMisnlting  with  men  in  whose  practi- 
cal o^nions  I  ought  to  have  confidence,  and 
judging  as  well  as  I  may  for  myself  I  am  oom- 
pdbd  to  believe  that  each  of  those  bills  with- 
draws, and  intends  to  withdraw,  from  our 
immature  and  qiringing  manafbctorea,  whatever 
of  certain  and  substantial  protection  they  now 
enjoy.  The  real  question  pending,  therefore, 
is  the  broad  une  which  gentlemen  bav*  dis- 
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cnssed — Shall  the  existing  protective  Byateia  be 
maiatalned,  or  shall  it  be  overthrown,  either  hj 
direct  abolition,  or  h^  compromise  i 

I  have  listened,  bit,  to  this  di»ciu«ion  with 
great  interest.  The  magnitade  of  the  conae- 
qnences  which  all  admit  depend  npon  it^  and 
me  abiiitj  with  which  it  has  been  anitaiDed, 
bsve  made  it  to  me  a  memorable  and  instrao- 
tire  occasion.  But  tn  all  that  I  have  heard 
there  has  btan  onl7  one  pUnaible  reason  sag- 
gested'for  the  ftbandonment  of  the  protecliTe 
Bjsteiil.  That  reason  is,  that  the  syHtom  oper- 
ates ^th  a  local  and  partial  severity  npon  the 
planting  States.  It  is  true  that  other  ooosider- 
atioDS  ore  pressed  in  argnment.  The  gettle- 
man  fh>m  Georgia  who  has  Jnet  resomed  fais 
Best,  (Mr.  WiLDi,)  doee  not  confine  himself  ex- 
durivelj  to  the  sectional  objection.  Else- 
where, as  well  as  in  the  South,  Uiere  is  hostility 
to  the  system.  Elsewhere,  as  well  as  there, 
there  are  political  eoonomists  and  politicians 
who  maint^  that  it  reets  npon  antmsonnd 
theorr  of  the  wealth  of  nations ;  that  it  nndolj 
depresses  and  nndoly  fosters  individnol  inter- 
est ;  that  it  is  aristocratical  and  anti-repnbli- 
can  in  its  tendencies,  and  that  it  produces,  in 
the  long  mn,  national  loss  and  national  inimo- 
rollt?.  Elsewhere,  as  well  as  there,  there  are 
pursuits  on  whioli  some  of  its  provisions  do 
press  with  nnqneetionable  seventj.  Everj- 
where,  as  well  ss  there,  it  prodaces  some  good 
and  some  evil,  like  aU  other  contrivanoes  of 
man ;  and  it  dividea  pnblio  opinion,  to  some 
extent,  like  every  other  subject  whioh  address- 
es itself  to  the  reason  and  pas^ong  of  man. 
But  I  am  anre  I  speak  the  sentiment  of  nine  in 
ten  of  the  committee  when  I  saj  that,  were  it 
not  for  its  alleged  severity  of  pressure  upon  the 
Sonth,  tliere  wonid  be  no  plaufdbility  whatso- 
ever in  this  formidable  attack  npon  it.  But  for 
this  we  should  ntterly  reject  the  snggeetiod  so 
often  reiterated  here  and  elsewhere,  tliat  the 
extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  affords  a  fit 
opportunity  for  overthrowing  It.  We  should 
see  nothing  at  all  of  that  ori^  which  inspires 
BO  much  newspaper  eloquence.  What,  but  for 
this,  should  we  do  1  Why,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
as  fast  as  we  could,  we  should  reduoe  the  reve- 
nue to  the  wants  of  Government,  but  we  should 
do  this  without  so  much  as  touching  tlie  prin- 
ciple of  the  protective  portions  of  the  tariff. 
Its  details  we  might,  now  or  hereafter,  no  doubt, 
re-eiamine.  We  might  insert  an  item  here,  or 
strike  out  another  there  ;  we  might  restore  the 
true  value  of  the  pound  sterling ;  abolish  the 
mysteries  and  abomination  of  minimums;  alter 
the  place  and  mode  of  appraising  goods;  sub- 
stitute cash  payments  of  duties  for  credits ;  and 
if  any  interest  affected  by  the  general  system 
should  be  found  to  suffer  more  or  gain  lens  than 
others,  we  might  relieve  it  by  exemption  or 
drawback ;  but  the  aystem  itstJf,  in  its  general 
principle,  grand  outlines,  and  substantial  con- 
struction, nobody  wonId  dream  of  tampering 
with. 

I  repeat  it,  then,  t2ie  only  plauuble  ground  of 
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States  of  tbe  6a«di:dA 
blights  their  harreabs  Uwta  timr  f^d 
oonsee  tba  grass  t»  grow  cm  the  whimi,ii 
in  the  great  tiioroo^ifares  erf  Omi  cuBaaii 
dties ;  that  it  enbanoes  tlie  pica  (<  d  ttq 
buy,  and  depresaas  the  prices  of  all  Ihtf  ti. 

To  this  argument  of  the  Smth.  Tariott » 
sweramay  be  given.  I  shaD  oonfina^KKi 
I  have  said,  to  one,  and  tbat  a  pUn,  judd. 
and  intelligible  annrer.  It  is-lliit:  teii 
ininry  which  tbe  abandonmeoit  of  tin  pfiq 
will  do  to  tlie  individoAla,  and  to  i1m  iuaai 
and  aectiona  remoteljr  or  direotlj  ~  '' 
witli,  uid  dependent  on, 
meohanioal  indnatry,  and  to  tne  ooaaij,  n 
outwei^  inunecambly.  tmy  ntkail  NMi 
of  the  good  whieb  it  wUl  do  to  the  Soolk 

I  take  it,  mr,  if  tliefactbeso,  thisisiji^ 
argument  to  be  addreeeed  to  the  nBoiaa 
It  is  a  question  of  expe^eney  we  a»  drioif 
"The  greateat  good  of  tA«  ^TBateBtmite'i 
the  tnniinx  ocmaideradtm,  la  it  nMt  Vit 
a«t  to  which  gentlemok  urge  yon  so  siIh^ 
will  ocoaMon  nux^  evil  than  good,iD  ilty 
and  oomprehendveeatiinat«of  itaecanqBan 
will  you  be  persuaded  into  it  t 

It  ia  true,  certainly,  Uiat  a  different  dodni 
has  been  insinuated,  if  not  op«uly  yttmA* 
thia  discussion.  It  haa  been  argiwd  tkitibi 
not  a  question  of  expediency,  but  ot  i^^P 
tiee,  and  principle.  It  has  been  s'Sh'  ^ 
no  matter  how  great  may  l>e  the  amooal  rfi* 
pecuniary,  economical,  individual  and  ubfld 
sacrifioe  on  the  cme  side,  oeoaairand  brdi 
Bubverrion  of  the  protaotive  policy,  orbi>vt[i» 
ial  the  eompensation  on  tbe  other,  onrSoBt 
em  brethren  may  demand  its  ntnaanat 
matter  of  clear  right  and  jnatioe.  ItiaiipK 
or  it  ft^owB  from  what  isargned,  that  tbejBf 
put  a  oottoa  plaatatJm,  or  a  lolaen  Ut 
against  a  tbtmBOiid  ndllious  of  dtdhnofw 
facturiog  vafaies,  against  tiie  ooenpatiNi  m 
property  of  seventeen  State*,  and  apii*  * 
wealth,  power,  ei^ymeats,  and  hopM  <■  > 
whole  nation ;  and  demand,  aa  a  daiiD  dwei 
right,  that  the  greater  ebonld  be  ucriSwd^ 
for  t^e  benefit  of  the  leaa,  bat  cm  a  grofwl* 
expectation  of  snoh  a  boiafit  That  "p<^* 
terosts  "  on  which  the  gentiamin  fK*i  >*' 
^nia  (Hr.  Bouuhb)  laid  sooh  ngnificasl » 
pha^s,  should  prevail  against  sioill  uiIbiA 
and  that  the  m^ority,  in  a-matterwitliiitw 
constitutional  competence,  sltoald  pw^ 
rule  to  the  minority,  is  vehemently  dw*"* 
as  nqjuat  and  intolerable. 

Sir  I  am  afraid  that  tliis  language  eoDi^v 
uset^i  meaning,  nor  any  meaning  ataD,  »'*' 
direction  of  our  duty  aa  l^slaton  iiljii'f'' 
gency.  Observe  that  it  is  not  th«  (OBsttiW- 
al  power  of  the  mqjontyin  Congrew  to  a^' 
prot«cting  tariff  which  gentlemen  dmf-  W 
mean  something  more  and  someihingcl!''^ 
this.  FrobaMy  they  do  not  doubt  th»t  pWM" 
the  conntibittonal  pow»  to  collect  a  mw*^ 
and  ^ven  amoont  of  revenue^  in  sack  no" 
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IS  Inctdaotallr  to  extend  proteotiou  to  domestle 
jidBatry.  At  least  Utej  oo  not  tott  dlstinotl  j 
tenyit  Observe,  too,  diet  tlwraa  notoon- 
lesMod  tostj  tliatthem^oritjonghtto  weigh 
Aili  qoertion  deUberatdf  and  ditpaasionstelj, 
u  e  grave  and  dlffienlt  qoeetion  of  policy,  wiui 
\  liberal  iodalgenoe  towatds  the  opiniMW  of  ti>e 
ninority  and  witb  a  determinatioii  if  possible 
a  reconcile  ratber  than  sacrifloe  the  amaUer 
ntereeb^  and  the  aabordinate  good  to  the 
{reator,  Thla  is  not  the  langnaga  of  the  gea- 
demm.  Thej  go  a  great  vay  oeyond  and  abore 
Ids.  lliey  mean  to  say,  or  they  aaj  nothing 
» tbe  pnrpoee,  tiial^  in  this  particolar  oaae,  the 
majority  of  this  nation,  acting  aooor^ng  to  the 
Soma  of  the  oonMitotioD,  upon  a  sotfject  within 
lie  jurisdiction  of. the  Qenerai  OoTemment, 
lave  no  right  to  determine  tbe  national  policy, 
w  hare  no  right  to  determine  It  as  the  graatast 
{ood  of  tbe  greateet  somher  ahaU  in  the  Jndg- 
Dent  of  the  majority  require,  bat  as  the  minor- 
ty  ahalt  dictate.  They  assert  a  moral  right,  or 
lome  sort  of  right,  not  a  oonstitational  one,  to 
tuve  the  protecting  aystem  forthwith  abandon- 
>d  with  reference  to  oonseqnencea.  Jfaf  ^v»- 
iMa,  ruaC  ealwm,  say  they.  Sir,  the  ardor  of 
Itbate  has  harried  gMitlemen  into  exaggerated 
(xpreadoa  or  «»Ain(m  of  thought.  Let  ne,  to 
iM  the  ^ogoage  of  a  distiogaiuied  indiTidnal, 
me  of  that  OonsrMS  of  which  the  gentleman 
th>ni  Geo^ia  (IJr.  Wiun)  hsa  jnst  famished 
u  eo  many  interesting  reoolleotiona,  and  whose 
rrest  names  he  has  praised  with  so  mnoh  oon- 
lor  and  diserimioation — "  let  ns  seek  for  dear 
Ideas."  I  sDppoee  myad^  opon  the  general 
loeetion  of  oontinning  or  'withdrawing  proteo- 
Son,  to  he  one  of  the  m^ority  of  this  Legisla- 
tnre.  The  constitationat  power  to  continne  or 
irttbdrsw  protection  is  conceded  to  ns.  By 
•That  principle  of  polltloal  morality  on^t  we 
to  r^ulatoUieeieroiae  of  this  power?  For  all 
legislation  which  is  adndtted  to  be  antborised 
1^  the  oonstitDtion,  thepeople  of  the  United 
Btatea  are  one  people.  The  ocmfederaled  ohar- 
leter  of  the  QoTemment  and  the  stqiarate  exist' 
Bnoe  of  the  States,  fbr  all  soeh  le^dation,  are 
of  no  lnlportanoe.  The  power  of  the  m^ori^, 
md  tbe  role  of  poUtical  morality  which  shonld 
aontrol  Ita  ezercise,  are  precisely  the  same  for 
neh  legislation,  as  if  the  QoTemraent  were 
MHisoUdated,  and  oar  people  "  one,  indivisible, 
ud  bomogeiteoaa,"  as  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Ueans  describes  tbe  Qov- 
tonment  snd  the  people  of  England.  Local  in- 
tneete,  porsnits,  and  opinions  there  are,  of 
DoarM,  diSbrenl^  connoting,  almost  irreoon- 
DilaUe.  The  Bontb^the  KOTth,  the  West,  have 
MU^h  thdr  own.  We  are  called  to  dalitterate 
i^on  a  policy  which  affects  them  all ;  some 
favorably,  others  unfavorably,  or  less  favorably. 
What  is  the  role  of  oar  right  and  onr  duty  % 
Kr,  we  onght  if  we  conld  do  so,  to  adopt  a 
potioy  which  shall  reconcile  and  harmonize  all 
these  interesta,  and  promote  the  good  of  all,  and 
of  all  eqoally.  But  that  is  impoetitde.  What 
thenare  we  todo!    Gonsnit  the  greatest  good 


of  the  greatest  nnmber ;  regardless  where  or  on 
whom  the  parijoolar  hardship  whiidi  all  general 
policy  mnst  prodnoe  shall  rail,  bnt  regretting 
that  it  ahoold  fall  on  anybody,  and  lightening  it 
as  well  as  we  may.    Tbe  moral  right  of  the 


(tf  the  minority  ia  aoquiesoence.  If  they  a 
snbjected  to  loss  and  hardship,  and  it  be  direct, 
speoifio,  measnrable  in  mcmey,  or  snoh  as  the 
onstoms  of  civil  socielieB  recognize  as  a  &t  sub- 
ject of  compensation,  they  mast  be  oompea- 
sated.  If  not  BO,  it  is  what  the  gentleman  from 
Booth  Carolina  oalls  damnum  oAsaus  tnyurio. 
Extrane  cases  provide  for  theiuselves,  and  are 
a  law  onto  themselves.  All  this,  Jeremy  Ben- 
tbam  and  the  Westmnister  Review,  to  which 
we  have  been  sent,  in  the  coarse  of  Uiis  discns- 
sion,  to  learo.  political  economy,  woold  aay  is 
too  clear  for  argument.  I  agree,  certainly,  that 
it  is  a  very  grave  question  of  expediency, 
whether  we  etuul  perpetuate  a  system  which  is 
supposed  to  dietnbute  its  good  and  its  evil 
aeoldonally ;  Its  good  over  one  v^ou,  and  its 
evil  over  another.  I  should  hesitate  a  little  - 
longer  perhaps  apon  a  measure  which  was  op- 
posed by  tbe  entire  people  of  a  mn|^e  Btate, 
than  opon  one  which  was  opposed  by  an  equal 
number  of  persons  scattered  through  the  twenty- 
foor  States.  If  the  navigating  interest  of  this 
oountrv  were  confined  to  Booth  Oarolina,  and 
her  wKole  popolation  were  concerned  in  that 
interest,  gentlranen  migjpt  not  think  it  expedient 
perhaps  to  burden  it  aa  they  borden  it  n< — 
The  power  and  right  of  the  u  '  ■  ' 
duty  of  the  mincrity,  t — '" 
the  same. 

Then,  sir,  to  pass  on.  If  the  iq]ury  to  othw 
•ectiona,  intereKS,  and  individuals,  and  to  the 
nation,  will  exceed  the  benefit  to  the  Sonth,  the 
measore  recommended  is  Inexpedient,  and  must 
be  rejected.  Take,  then,  as  well  aa  yon  can, 
the  aimendons  of  the  evil  of  all  sorts,  which 
yon  will  do  if  yon  overturn  this  system.  Con- 
sider first  the  magnitude  and  character  of  the 
interests  which  ft  shelters,  and  their  cMms 
npon  your  care.  I  could  not,  in  an  honr,  enu- 
merate the  varioQB  agricnltural  products  and 
branohes  of  mechanical  and  manofHtaring  in- 
dustry, which  make  up  the  vast  sggp^fste  and 
wttgwiu,  BO  to  speak,  of  yonr  protected  inter- 
ests. It  would  he  still  less  easy  to  express 
their  valoe  in  "  moneys  nnmbered,"  or  to  gaoge 


general,  that  thia  interest  has  swollen  to  many 
hnndred  millions  of  doUars.  Yon  know  that  it 
comprehends  many  agricnltnral  products  to 
which  the  wisdom  c^  all  dvilized  nations  has 


trades,  and  branohca  of  manafaottirej  which 
diaracterize  the  judidona  and  praotical  mdostry 
of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  of  men,  wheresoever 
npon  earth  they  are  fonnd.  Yon  know  that  it 
is  no  local  or  aabordinate  interest,    'dewing  It 
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m«ralj  OS  B  basinesB  nhich  is  porsned,  and  • 
propert7  which  is  holden  hj  individuale,  it  is 
pnreaed  and  boldeo  in  the  East,  in  t]i«  central 
BtaUa,  in  the  Weet,  ia  the  Sooth,  and  in  the 
Bontliweet ;  and  tlioiuandH  of  those  classee  of 
our  dUzenB  vbom  die  legislator  wonld  most 
wish  to  fovor,  laborers,  meobaaioa,  fi&rmers, 
capitalisle  of  middling  fortonee,  their  own  ao- 
qnlaitian,  have  oonneetad  themaelTeB  ingeparably 
witb  its  prosperity  and  its  dedine.  I  might 
impress  perhaps  a  more  vivid  and  just  concep- 
tion of  its  im[Kntanc«  and  character,  hy  enter- 
ing into  some  detuls.  Bnt  it  is  needless.  I 
speak  to  statesmen  who  hM  Uie  fate  of  the 
whole  national  indoatry  in  their  hands,  who 
are  now  delilierating  npon  a  measore  pregnant 
with  its  fat«,  and  thev  have  sorely  prepared 
themselves  for  snoh  a  dnty  by  a  careful  snrvey 
of  its  partionlar  employments,  as  well  aa  its 
grand  aggregate  and  mafnitnde. 

Bemember  now  the  cuims  which  this  indus- 
try has  upon  you.  Sir,  had  these  int«re«ts 
sprang  spontaneously  up  omongst  ng,  bad  they 
ETOwu  by  yonr  n^lect,  instead  of  having 
Qonrished  by  yoor  care,  no  statesman  would 
sacrifice  or  tamper  with  them.  They  are  too 
vast  and  precious  to  be  thrown  away,  "  as  a 
dmnkard  flinss  bis  treasore  from  him,"  and  too 
complex  and  delicate  to  be  sntyected  to  bold  the- 
ories and  untried  ezperimeutB.  Bnt  to  pass  a 
bill  in  two  sectiov,  such  as  this  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  dooming  the  whole 
body  of  them  to  rain,  ntter  and  immediate,  no 
Government  which  God  ever  suffered  to  stand 
one  hnndred  years  qdod  the  earth  ever  did  such 
a  deed.  However  they  may  have  grown  up, 
whencesoever  they  came,  every  Government 
deserving  the  name  of  a  Government,  every 
statesman  aspiring  to  the  character  of  a  states- 
man, would  regard  them  as  a  vast  addition  to 
the  wealth,  capacities,  enjoyment,  and  power 
of  tlie  nation,  and  wonld  coltivate  them  aooord- 
inriy. 

But  attend  to  the  natnre  and  limitations  of 
this  pledge.  What  was  the  extent  of  the  asanr- 
ance  given  to  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  conn- 
try,  by  the  passage  of  yonr  various  tariffs  of 
protection?  Why,  you  undertook,  to  those 
who  acted  on  it,  to  continue  to  afford  them  such 
and  so  much  protection  agunst  foreigners  as 
yon  can  afford  oy  any  practicable  assesament  of 
duties  of  revenue.  Yon  are  not  to  ruse  revenue 
for  protection.  Ton  raise  it  to  duitay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  the  army,  the  navy, 
civil  list,  pensions,  and  miscellanies,  and  you 
are  to  raise  no  more  than  is  neoeesary  for  tbose 
purposes.  The  amonot  thus  raised  ia  first  to 
be  fixed  by  reference  to  those  purposes,  and 
then  that  amount  is  to  be  distributed  upon  the 
objects  of  importation,  as  to  afford  the  atmost 
practicable  incidental  protection  to  domestic 
manufactures,  if  so  much  is  necessary.  If  that 
blessed  consummation  so  devoutly  wished  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  ever  be  realized,  and  the  Govern- 
ment  should   come    to   be  odmiiiiatered  for 
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nothing,  the  manufacturer  gets  no  mmfnlto 
tion  in  this  form.  If  five  miUiens  iboild  m 
suffice  to  defray  the  expenses  trf  admiuaai^ 
it,  that  sum  measures  the  limits  of  ftaUOm. 
So  far  the  manufacturer  takes  hb  risk,  becM 
he  reposes  npon  a  system  whidaoqJaintK' 
tion  with  revenue,  and  makn  protectia  i4 
ordioatA  to  revenue. 

Sir,  I  limit  and  qualify  tbU  legidatiTg  jMp 
still  more  strictly.  I  agree  Qat,  if  m  Ik 
adoption  of  the  protective  poUey  by  Ihji  Gn- 
emment,  aiter  capital  had  be«i  iavstad,  ai 
manafactDreB  bad  began  to  apriug  up  biiiA 
that  policy ;  i^  after  all  this,  a  nair  Mttf 
facta  substantially  should  presait  itsdf;  ifl 
should  be  ascertained  either  that  bo  taia 

5rot«cljon  was  neceeaary,  the  mam&tkM 
aving  outgrown  that  neoessily,  v  lU  i 
furiber  prolectiou  was  unavailing  tod  iM^ 
dient,  it  being  disoovered  to  be  iofoaiUeli 
iotroduce  or  sustain  tfaem  by  sadi  mttna 
that  unforeseen  and  great  mischicA  to  dii 
paramount  interests  would  attend  t)MiaK«» 
ful  introdnotion  by  such  means,  thai  \it  pUp 
would  be  no  Iraiger  oUigatory,  and  Goraiori 
rajyht  abandon  the  policy  of  protectwo  rtW 
staming  ita  honor,  or  impairing  confidcsN  a  it 
JDstice.  To  this  extent  also  Uia  iwuiiifart— 
tsjces  his  risk.  ' 

This  brings  us,  sir,  to  the  great  qaeetioii^ 
which  this  deliberation,  in  the  view  rf  » [» 
tical  statesman,  mainly  tnma.  E*s  i  AM  i 
facta,  substantially  new  and  material,  na 
since  tbe  year  1824,  or  the  year  1^  'H^ 
discharges  you  of  your  pledge,  and  raimil 
honorable,  expedient,  sod  honest  to  tlwda 
the  protected  interests,  and  change  the  f^ 
then  deliberately  adopted  ?  Sir,  the  CoipH 
of  1834,  and  that  of  ISSa,  bad  their dotj  to^ 
and  we  have  ours.  They  bad  th«r  nqx^ 
bilities,  and  we  have  onta.  In  the  diwliiip* 
that  dot^,  nnder  the  whole  weldil  <^  >» 
responsibility,  they  settled  this  polieT,  M  > 
view  of  the  vast  interests  now  eml>artidii^ 
we  are  to  assnme  that  it  was  riglitly  tew» 
Our  bosinees  is  to  inqnire  whether,  in  (be  epj 
years  which  have  unoe  el^tsed,  malUr  n  j*| 
/aeto  has  aiisen,  requiring  us  to  undo  *Wtbo 
have  done.  Has  it  been  asoert«ined,tlus,"* 
no  farther  protecljoo  is  oeoeaBary,  madtUBt 
having  outgrown  such  necea^ty  I  KoMj  F^ 
tends  this.  It  is  admitted  byev«T«w»" 
has  debated  this  question  here,  and  I?  '" 
whole  anti-tariff  presa,  that  continued  w«» 
tion  to  Bome  extent  ia  indiq>enfaMe|  u  » 
object  be  to  retain  the  mana£ictara«  u^ 
buune8a,andke^upthewage«oflil'0':  "'' 
object  be  to  drive  them  ont  (£  thdr  ^■*'^°^ 
to  reduce  the  wagM  of  freelsbottoalennw 
the  wages  of  European  panperian,  it  iia^'''' 
ant  thing.  Has  it  been  aaeertaiMd,  boKj 
let  it  be  furthef  demanded,  that  the  fP^T, 
manufacturers  have  reached  ao^.fl.P^; 

the  rate  of  duties  _  ' 

by  the  Secretary 

them  adequate  protection 


liave  reached  audi  »  P»»  "J 
is  proposed  by  the  liill  '^''S 
xj  of  the  TreasoCT  wU  *^ 
protecliont    Inoawwfl** 
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It  aaoertsined  that  the  proposed  duties  are  i 


F  dutiM  were  ad^ted  to  their  condition 
irh«a  the;  wer«  lud  on. 

In  18S4  and  1BS8  certain  protecting  dntiea 
irer*  impoaed.  Ttus  wu  done  npon  great  con- 
Bderation,  and  a  oareM  etndy  of  this  moat 
jomplex  nit^eot  in  all  ita  parta  and  all  ita  Iwar- 
nga.  It  bta  not  been  intunated  b;  aaj  Kentie- 
nan,  and  not  a  tittle  of  proof  has  been  addooed 
>D  tbta  oocaBi(»i  to  show  that  those  dntiea, 
wking  into  conuderation  the  state  of  onr  mann- 
hctnrM  then,  vere  too  high  for  their  ol^ect— 
jffeotaal  protection.  Bot  it  is  a  c<Mnmon  and 
>Iaaaible  Htlo^  to  t»j  that  as  a  mannfoctore 
jrowB,  and  stnkee  its  root  deeper,  and  aoqniree 
lardihood  sod  a  adf-aoataining  capacity,  as  skilt 
■  improved,  and  capital  flows  Into  the  emplof- 
iMDt,  and  domeatio  oompetiUon  becomes  aaven- 
rarooB  and  fortonatt^  that^  then,  lees  than  the 
K-iKinal  degree  of  protection  is  neoeasary,  and 
latiea  maj  ooroe  down  somewhat.  Thia  is  the 
ir^ment  from  which  there  is  most  to  dread. 
St,  this  project  of  redncing  datiee  of  proteo- 
ion,  to  Iceep  paoe  with  a  supposed  advanoo- 
neot  of  the  msimfiutiire,  is  tli«  most  delicate 
Imsinees  that  ever  was  nndertaksn.  The  prol>- 
lem  is  this :  If  Biit;  per  cent,  was  oalj  adequate 
protection  in  1882  ?  Naj,  the  problem  is  still 
more  complicated.  Yon  propose  to  sbolisb 
niniiinims ;  and  therefore  the  queedon  is,  what 
kd  valorem  duty  now  will  be  an  exact  eqairalent 
Tor  the  artificia]  specific  dnty  of  the  existing 
isriift  Here,  precision,  oertaintj,  proo^  accu- 
rate calculation,  are  every  thing.  Five  per 
:aDt.  more  or  leas  may  msi:e  all  tne  diffdreuce 
between  a  protecting  dntj  and  a  duty  which 
fields  no  protection.  The  loose,  indolent,  and 
niBobierons  suggestion  m>  often  repeated,  with 
•o  littie  meaning,  that  mannf^nrea  can  now 
to  a  great  degree  take  care  of  themsclTCB,  is  an 
maafo  guide  of  practical  legislation.  Where 
are  the  proo&  on  which  yon  assert  that  this 
indnstiy  can  snst^  this  reduction  1  Show 
your  estimatu.  Work  ont  the  smn.  Take  the 
aom^ex  and  oareftil  oalcnlation  upon  which 
the  Oongreas  of  18S8  proceeded ;  go  over  item 
Ivy  iton,  and  let  ns  see  upon  what  supposed 
■iteration  of  cirenmstanoea  yon  gronna  this 
swiloaa  experiment.  The  cost  of  foreign  pro- 
iDOtton,  the  cost  of  domestic  production,  the 
l«Dgers  from  fluctuations  of  foreign  markets 
■nd  bnsineas,  and  frran  frsnds  npon  yonr  own 
metom-hoosee,  la  there  any  new  liftht  npon 
iheee  sobjecta  t  Have  you  examined  witnesses  I 
Save  yon  so  mnch  as  read  an  affidavit?  Have 
rtra  taken  an  observation  t  or  do  yon  go  by  dead 
^eokoningt  And,  either  way,  do  let  na  look 
)T«r  your  day's  work  I  Sir,  they  who  are  striv- 
ng  to  overturn  the  system  of  protection,  act 
ntelli^enUy  and  consistently  is  voting  for  this 
eduction  of  daty,  if  they  can  obtain  no  more, 
'c^ardleas  of  its  extent  and  consequences.  Bat 
.  entreat  the  m^ority  of  this  House,  the  friends 
ind  framen  <£  the  ^ttem,  to  be  cautions  bow 


they  receive  the  delusive,  or,  at  the  1>eBt,  donbt' 
ftd  proportion,  that  a  dnty  of  cDe-half  will 
aa  emotnally  protect  the  interests  to  which  they 
are  devoted,  now,  as  the  whole  dnty  protected 
them  when  it  was  first  imposed.  Iney  may 
volnutarily  renounce  protection,  if  they  think 
the  times  demand  the  sacrifice.  Bat  let  them 
not  be  deladed  out  of  it ;  nor  attempt  to  sootlie 
the  country  by  the  pretence  that  it  has  been 
preserved,  when  thoy  know  it  has  not,  or  do 
not  know  that'it  has. 

Upoo  the  whole,  sir,  I  submit  that  it  has  not 
been  ascertiuned,  since  1824  or  16S8,  that  no 
farther  protection  is  neceseaiy,  nor  that  the  pro- 
posed degree  of  reduced  protection  is  all  which 
is  necessary. 

Well,  ur,  has  it  been  asoert^ed  ihat  protec- 
ticm  is  nnavmling  and  inexpedient,  it  being  now 
discovered  to  beimposubletointrodnoedoniea- 
tio  mannfaotures  by  each  means  at  all,  or  at 
least  without  great  and  disproportionate  ex- 
penses t  Let  it  be  premised  uiat  it  is  only  fonr 
years  since  the  system  was  consnmmated. 
Even  if  yon  date  back  from  1824,  it  is  quite 
too  short  a  time  to  develop  the  fair  action  of  a 
complex  policy  like  this.  He  is  a  bold  states- 
man, and  that  is  a  bold  party  and  a  bold  Admin- 
istration which  will  say  the  result  of  such  an 
experiioeiit  has  demonstrated  that  tiiis  kind  of 
inaostry  cannot  be  engrafted  npon  the  stock  of 
the  masonline  morality,  energetic  habits,  the  skill, 
perseveranoe,  and  Enigality  of  this  people.  How- 


be  abandoned.  But  I  go  fiuther.  I  ask  every 
member  of  this  committee,  if  even  the  bri^, 
and  in  some  respects  nnfavorable  experiment 
which  has  been  made,  does  not  prove  oonhln- 
sively  that  this  seed  is  sown  on  good  ground, 
and  that,  although  it  is  yet  bnt  in  the  blade 
and  the  green  ear,  it  will  shoot  higher,  and 
bring  forth  of  fiill  com  in  the  ear  a  hnndred 
fold.  You  have  not  overrated  the  capadtiea  of 
yonr  country,  nor  erred  in  yoor  vision  of  her 
greatness.  We  see  far  enough  to  know  that 
whatever  of  wealth,  power,  eqjoyment,  and 
aggrandizement,  a  diversified,  persevering,  re- 
warded, tnteUectnal  industry  will  bestow  npon 
a  nation,  is  already  within  onr  grasp.  We  see 
far  enoogh  to  know  that  the  same  great  power 
of  the  social  worid,  which  reared  and  which 
upholds  the  strong  columns  of  England's  ocean 
throne,  will  carry  ns  np  also  to  the  same  daz- 
iling  elevation,  and  cover  us  over,  in  the  ful- 
nem  of  time,  with  the  same  brightness  of  glory. 
Sie  tibi  ttiam  ititr  ad  atira/ 
Gentlemen  say,  however,  that  they  admit  yon 
n  introduce  and  eetablish  manofitctareB  by  a 
witective  policy,  bnt  it  will  cost  too  much 
The  price  paid  by  the  oonanmers  of  the  conn  try  b 
loo  high,  and  the  rentnncration  which  we  aptici- 

Cis  too  remote  and  too  inadequate.  Sir,  thij 
not  come  to  the  point  Yon  expected  it 
wonld  cost  something  thns  to  introdnce  maon. 
factnies,  when  you  adopted  this  policy.  Too 
expected  a  temporary  enhancement  of  prioea  to 
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s,  and  yon  looked  forward  to  B 
rreat  ultinuLte  nationkl  oompeiuftdon,  overbal- 
bnctng  chU  Bacriflce,  "  casting  jonr  bread  npoo 
the  waters  to  receive  it  again  after  maig' 
dajB." 

The  tme  qaestion  is  this :  Has  it  been  proved, 
by  the  experiment  of  tbeae  ^ht  yean,  tfaat  it 
will  ooat  more  than  yon  expected  to  est&bUsh 
maanf^ctnres  by   a   proteotlve    policy?     Do 

Erio«8  stand  higher,  or  is  domeetio  competition 
:ss  eDterprising  and  BDCOeaafiil,  or  have  mann- 
factures  driven  more  feebly  than  yon  antici- 
pated, rendering  it  probable  that  yon  will  be 
forced  to  ^ve,  not  too  much  for  the  whistle, 
bnt  more  Uian  yon  meant  to  give  I  Sir,  the 
revene  of  all  this  has  happened.  The  Mends 
and  foes  of  the  syatem  have  been  alike  disap- 

Kinted  by  its  splendid  and  qnick  saccess. 
ioee  have  fallen,  from  some  oanse,  eompetil^on 
is  crowded  and  bold,  and  mumfactures  have 
multiplied  themselvw,  if  it  bo  pleases  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tenneesee,  "  beyond  the  dreams  of 
avarice,"  or  of  eDthUBiasm. 

Has  the  experiment  proved  that  the  snocees- 
ftil  introdnction  Of  mannfactnres.  by  aid  of  this 
kind  of  legislation,  works  out  in  any  way  an 
overbalance  of  national  injury  t  Does  it  ope- 
rate to  diminish  revenoe,  or  to  idepress  trade, 
navigatioD,  conmierce  and  agricoltare,  and  the 
wages  of  labor?  Do  the  great  cities  wither 
nnoer  this  corset  Does  the  country  wither 
under  it  t  Does  it  begin  to  develop  anti-repob- 
lican  and  ftristocraUcal  influences  in  our  society ! 
No,  ^r ;  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself 
admits  that  the  eye  of  man  never  reposed  upon 
a  more  soothing  spectade  of  general  enjoyment 
and  prosperity  than  that  which  this  whole  land 
— esceptmg  only,  what  I  do  not  except,  tlie 
Southern  region  of  misery — this  moment  pre- 
sents. "  Thrice  happy,  if  we  but  knew  our  hap- 
piness I" 

Will  it  be  said,  however,  that  public  senti- 
ment has  at  length  declared  agamst  the  sys- 
tem, and  that  this  is  a  new  fact,  relieving  yon 
of  your  pledge,  and  requiring  you  to  retrace 
your  steps )  Sir,  It  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Govermnent  settled  tiiis  policy  against 
a  very  divided  public  opinion,  and  tiiere- 
fore  the  continuance  of  sncii  a  divided  opinion 
ought  to  be  cautiously  received,  as  a  reason 
for  receding  ftom  it  I  do  not  know  that 
in  1834  the  weight  of  opinion  was  not  against 
the  protecting  tariff,  tlie  literary  press  of 
this  country  and  of  England,  the  professed  and 
perhaps  sincere  sentiments  of  British  states- 
men given  oat  in  Parliament  abont  that  time, 
the  whole  navigating  and  commercial  interests, 
the  nnited  East  and  South,  some  of  the  first 
abilities  of  the  day  in  Oongresa,  encountered  by 
great  abilities,  it  is  true,  on  the  other  side ; 
these  were  against  it,  and  yet  it  was  adopted. 
Is  anybody  so  weak  as  to  suppose  that  a  trial 
of  eight  years  wonld  convert  all  this  body  of 
opposition  ever  to  the  tariff)  Can  yon  then 
honorably  urge  this  anticipated  continuance  of 
hostility,  snpposing  it  were  nndiminislied,  as  a 


reason  for  giving  up  a  system  with  rtda 
many  interests  have  since  been  htatrai^ 
and  which  you  adopted  in  deflanoe  of  ttotlw- 
tility?  Bnt,  sir,  this  is  not  aU.  EroroDii 
man  who  bears  me,  will  admit  thstp(flbi» 
ment  is  more  lavorable  to  the  preHi^dlH  rf 
the  tariff,  than  it  was  to  its  piawp.  Tb 
press,  the  elections,  the  voice  of  the  KciAn 
8tat«s,  Uaryland,  of  East  Tameaeee,  na} 
thing  proves  it 

Will  it  be  said  finally,  that  alOiaD^  (ff» 
tion  hsa  diminished  upon  tie  iriid^  it  W 
however  assumed  an  anomaloos,  vpw^ 
semi-belligerent  form  in  oiw  Btate ;  that  W 
Oaroiina  will  secede  fixua.the  Uniminh 
months,  if  yon  do  not  abandcm  the  [coMri 
interests  t  Is  this  a  new  and  mitmib; 
which  requires  us  to  abandon  them  I 

This  is  a  topic  of  greit  deHaacy.  Tbta 
perhaps  I  say  abont  it,  >the  better.  It  ^ 
appear  preenmptnOns  in  me^  aflff  tbe  ate 
asseveration  of  thegentlemanframEcothCte' 
Una,  (Mr.  MoDrrns,)  whose  grest  tikoti  «J 
eneigetic  and  persevering  chuacter  lo  «d  I 
him  for  fnlflUing  his  own  prcdielitn,  if  k 
should  be  BO  minded,  (I  donottluiikEiti9i 
to  express  the  opinion  that  Sooth  OsiaDuii! 
neither  nulliiy  nor  secede ;  yet  sodi  b  mw 
tbelees  my  prevailing  opinion,  and  Mrtarifi] 
hope.  One  thing  I  take  leave  to  M7i  vilkdi 
freedom  whieh  is  tbe  prrvilege  anddilyiif  At 
humblest  in  this  body.  Sfaenaa&Diiunii^ 
and  DO  fwrer  pretext,  to  leave  the  nid(n,if."i 
oontinne  this  policy,  than  IfassacfaosettabeB 
go,  if  yon  abandon  it  No  caanirtiy  ca  ^ 
tingniah  between  the  two  eases.  lalSlkb- 
Bachosetta  resisted  tiie  adoption  a£  &  ^^ 
and  South  Carolina  fiivored  it  In  IENbI 
leae,  they  stood  fogeSier.  in  oi^oatiaa  t 
was  adopted.  Massaelrosetta  aeqveso(diB4> 
declared  and  constitntienBl  will,  wtthdm  ^ 
capital  from  the  sea,  and  with  no  good  Rw' 
first  began  to  mann&ctnrs.  Bc^  Ovtia 
stood  out  against  the  law.  She  ad*  jm  ■ 
repeal  it  to-day,  becaiAe  it  does  hv  »  ptt 
injury.  Jfassachnsetts  aaka  yon  not  to  i^ 
it,  because  that  will  da  her  a  greit  '^.■ 
Where  is  tbe  -difference !  But  Ok  gookM 
saidthatitisagreotprindple  Sobtk  OfltSi* 
contends  for ;  tbat  her  cause  b  dorian,  (^ 
mending  her,  whether  she  socoeed  or  M,  to* 
approbation  of  the  world  and  porteii^. 

Sir,  there  is  no  more  principle  on  tb«  8«* 
Carolina  wde  of  this  eontroven^,  th»n  li«* 
on  the  MaBsachnsetts  side  of  it  SbeW" 
repeal  the  law,  to  benefit  her  cott/m  pli*|| 
We  would  retain  it,  to  benefit  onr  «««,«* 
len,  and  glass  manufiwtureis,  and  '^fP^* 
wages  of  free  labor.  It  does  no  diwi** 
either  SWte  to  admit  that  it  is  a  natw  * 
property  and  interest  which  is  in  di^  J 
think  Bnrke  says  that  all  the  greit  waU** 
liberty  in  modem  times  have  ttnied  8W 
npon  questions  of  taring.  Bot  I  csmx*^ 
that  one  State  has,  in  thta  particular,  say  *» 
tage  over  tbe  other. 
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Now,  sir,  I  wiiljudge  other  States  bf  1117  own 
3tAte.  When  I  return  to  mj  constitDHntB,  toA 
tber  «sk  me  if  this  vote  irhioh  I  am  to  Kive 
rill  not  halp  to  drive  Sooth  Carolina  ont  of  the 
D&ion,  I  shall  answer  no ;  that  South  Carolina 
a  aa  patiiolia  as  ICaasaohiucUs.  I  aluJl  remind 
ihem  that  if  this  great  qnestion  had  gone  against 
u ;  had  OoDgrees  in  good  faith,  and  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  best  discretion,  decided  to  abandon 
■Jm  protActive  ay^stam  alti^ther,  and  thna  had 
■wept  the  "sweet  and  cheerful  eor&ce"  of 
Ifa^aohoaetta  as  by  the  Are  of  iadginent;  I 
ihall  remind  them  that  she  woald  not  secede, 
tnd  that  South  OaroUna  is  no  less  nor  more 
patriotic  than  Uassaohosetts.  Of  course,  the 
ireas  will  In,  aa  it  ia,  inflsmmatorj ;  turbulent 
wnventionB  wUl  be  holden ;  loltj,  paeeioiiate 
angna^  will  be  nttered ;  ruh  overt  acta  even 
JiAj  be  doOB.  But  I  trust  etill  that  her  statee- 
nen,  and  men.  of  lead,  talent,  and  educadon ; 
I6C  moral  and  roligioos  men;  her  men  of 
ireight^  prop«rt7,  and  character;  and,  above 
lU,  the  old  South  Carolina  rank  aud  file,  will 
tend  ateadfast  for  union,  as  the;  were  once 
bremoat  and  first  for  Independence.  In  this 
ill  of  ua  ma;  be  mistaken.  But,  at  all  events, 
[  do  not  recognize,  in  the  position  of  South 
Carolina,  that  new  and  unexpected  fact  which 
[  demand  aa  the  condition  upon  which  this 
iledgo  ma;  be  disregarded,  and  these  interests 
Mcrifiefid. 


)f  the  nation.  Ton  inflict  an  injur;  upon  those 
irho  have  expected  ever;  thmg  from  ;onr 
lonor,  be;ond  estimate  and  beyond  oompensa- 
ioD.  Sir,  uobod;  oan  certain!;  foretell  the 
nanner  or  the  degree  of  the  effect  which  the 
rill  reported  b;  the  Committee  of  'Wa;B  and 
Ueans  will  pnxlnoe.  The  delnga  will  sweep 
iver  the  whole  land,  and  swell  np  to  the  tops 
if  the  moontaina.  How  man;  ma;  eso^M 
Irowning,  what  new  formations  ma;  grow,  and 
tfter  what  interval,  upon  the  ruins  of  that  old 
ind  Mr  Creadon  that  will  have  perished  in  the 
lood  f  Sir,  thia  is  a  specolation  into  which  I 
lave  no  means  or  spirit  to  enter.  Some  cooae- 
[neoceSt  however,  of  passing  snoh  a  bill  as  that, 
tfe  manileet.  That  vast  mass  of  propert;  in 
nannbotnrea  on  hand;  buUdings,  maohiner;, 
itock  in  nil  stages  of  the  process,  bbrica  nn- 
old,  wool,  sheep,  and  the  rest,  would  fall  at 
uca,  and  irreoovorabl;  and  incalculably  in 
ralue.  Wheela  will  stop ;  operatives  will  be 
lismissed ;  bankrupts;  will  follow ;  and  and- 
len  and  violent  truisfera  of  property,  and  great 
peoolatiiMs  on  great  aacrifioes.  A  shock  will 
le  given  to  indnsir;  throngh  all  its  thonsand  em- 
iIo;meuts.  After  some  interval,  perhqis,  of  de- 
ffeseion  and  appreheuMon,  capitalists  would 
«eame  the  bnmneas  with  diminished  con£- 
lenoe,  reduced  and  unstead;  profits,  and  the 
rages  of  free  labor  at  nine  pence  a  da;.  Sir, 
rbetber  inannCaoturing  industry  does  or  does 
lot  aorvive  this  blow,  the  stateamao,  the  part;. 


the  Administratioo,  which  inflicts  it,  haa  a  great 
deal  to  answer  for  in  this  world. 

But  this  is  not  half  the  evil.  The  statesman 
who  does  this  deed,  is  guilt;  of  prodigBlly 
squandering  awa;  a  national  propert;  wm^ 
more  than  the  public  domun.  He  flings  from 
him,  like  a  spendthrift  heir,  all  that  has  ;et 
been  done  for  the  establishment  of  domestic 
manufactures.  He  turns  the  shadow  upon  the 
dial  man;  degrees  backwards :  aud  now,  after 
so  much  skill  haa  been  acquired,  and  so  much 
oapital  turned  in ;  Just  when  the  firat  evils  and 
sacrifices  which  attend  the  introdactiou  of  thia 
Indnstr;  by  legislative  aid,  are  begioninR  to  be 
compensated ;  just  when  prices  and  profits  are 
fhUen  to  their  lowest  desirable  point,  and  wastes 
are  stead;  and  reasonable,  and  competition 
eager ;  Just  when  that  which  was  sown  in 
weakness  is  riwig  in  strenffth,  he  throws  it  all 
aa  a  useless  thing  awa;.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe 
that  Adam  5mim  or  Mr.  Huskisson,  if  the; 
were  alive  and  here  to-da;,  would  give  ;ou  au<m 
oonnseL  All  men  admit,  and  &ee  trade  the- 
orists as  Aill;  as  an;,  that  manufbctures  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  higher  attainments  of  na- 
tional greatness,  and  consideration,  and  wealth, 
and  ai^o;ment.  Nobod;  has  aemonstrated 
this  proposition  so  well  as  Adam  Smith.  What 
the;  contend  for  is,  that  ;ou  aboil  not  force 
manufactures  upon  our  people  b;  commercial 
regulation.  The;  are  a  great  good,  only  you 
may  give  too  much  for  it.  But  the;  all  admit 
that  manufiaotures,  however  unphilosophioall; 
introduced  and  sustained,  when  eetaolisbed, 
are  a  perennial  spring  of  resource  and  energ; 
to  a  Stato,  They  all  admit  that  it  is  the  induatr; 
of  England,  helped  forward  perhaps  by  a  hun- 
dred foolish  laws  of  Edward  or  Elizabeth,  which 
has  placed  her  at  tbe  head  of  modem  civiliza- 
tion, and  put  into  her  hands  more  than  the 
Boeptre  of  the  sea.  Why,  the  gendeman  ttom 
Virginia  himself  (Mr.  Boinj)iB>  agrees  with 
Alexander  Hamilton  in  his  estimate  of  the  na- 
tional importance  of  manufacturing  industry. 
Now  ;ou  choose  to  begin  b;  forcing  this  spe- 
cies of  iudustr;  b;  a  protecting  tariff.  Grant 
that  you  started  wrong.  It  is  better  to  go 
through  than  to  go  back.  It  is  more  econom- 
ical to  do  so.  Do  you  not  see  that  the  countnr 
has  grown  to  ;our  lavra  ?  Occupation,  c^itu, 
hope,  which  is  the  life  of  tbe  world,  ore  the^ 
not  rapidly  accommodating  themselves  to  thu 
policy  t  The  first  bad  eflecta,  the  disturbance 
and  derangement  which  mark  the  moment  of 
its  introduction,  are  disappearing.  Consumera 
of  all  olaasea  feel  the  benefits  of  a  full  dome»- 
tic  competition.  A  great  body  of  skill  is  gen- 
erated, worth  more,  in  the  contemplation  of 
philosophical  stateunanship,  than  a  thousand 
mines  of  barbaric  gold.  I  suspect,  therefore, 
that  if  Adam  Smith  were  to  come  into  this 
Ball  at  this  moment,  he  would  tell  ns  that  to 
be  sure  we  had  started  foolishly ;  that  we  hod 
set  at  naught  his  wisest  connaela,  and  were 
rather  en  unmanageable  set  of  pupils  in  polili- 
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cal  eoonomj ;  but  that  we  bad  gone  so  for  in, 
that  it  was  better  to  wade  through  tban  to 
wsd«  back.  He  would  mj  I  imagine,  that 
althoagb  it  was  a  bad  calculation  to  prepare 
this  ground  and  eow  this  aeed,  at  bo  much  ex- 
penae  of  time  and  monoj,  and  agaioHt  all  the 
theorieB  of  bnsbandrj,  it  would  be  a  still  worse 
one,  now  that  the  season  is  so  far  advBDcod, 
and  the  crop  is  half  leg  high,  to  throw  down 
the  fence,  and  torn  tbe  cattle  in,  and  wait 
tbrongh  another  long  and  dreary  winter,  in  the 
dream  of  witnessing  a  spontaneooB  crop  of 
Atuericau  wheat.  Bat  whatever  be  might  aay, 
sure  I  am  the  strong  oommon  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tbb  conntiy  will  tell  yon  this. 

I  observed  Jtut  now  that  all  men  admit  the 
valae  of  mannfactores  to  a  nation,  altbongh 
thej  do  not  admit  that  it  ia  expedient  to  force 
their  growth  by  legislative  etimnlanta.  It  es- 
caped taj  recollection  at  tbe  moment,  that  tbe 
gentleman  Sroia  Tenneseee  (Ur.  Bkll)  »eemed 
to  argue  not  merely  against  tbe  prot^tive  sys- 
tem, out  against  manufactming  indnstry  iteelf| 
as  dangerons  or  undesirable.  He  ar^ed  that 
European  fendal  policy  regarded  it  with  favor, 
because  it  threw  great  masses  of  property  into 
few  hands,  depressing  and  imporerisliing  the 
body  of  the  people ;  an  arietocratical  arrange- 
ment, having  a  tendency  to  uphold  a  privileged 
order,  and  mmialiing  reservoirs  and  cistems, 
whence  prinoes  and  barons  might  draw  the  pe- 
coniary  means  of  foreign  or  domestic  war.  Our 
policy  was  different,  ha  argued,  and  would  re- 
gard mannfactiiring  iudostry  differently.  Bir, 
without  intending  to  go  out  of  my  way  to  dis- 
cuss this  interesting  topic,  I  will  aay  that  the 
gentieman's  theory,  however  ingeniously  sup- 
ported, contradicts  tbe  whole  history  of  the 
middle  age^  and  the  whole  history  of  European 
politics  and  industry.  That  history  tells  us 
that  the  small  commercial  and  mannfacturing 
corporations  which  ^w  up  by  the  seasliores 
of  all  the  feudal  kingdoms  of  Europe,  from 
Italy  to  England,  and  hovi  Spain  to  the  Hanse 
Towns,  were  the  first  seats  of  popular  liberty 
in  modern  times.  They  were  tiie  first,  and 
they  were  long  tbe  only  spots  where  any  thing 
like  a  free  people  existed,  after  the  wane  of  the 
republican  glory  of  Greece  and  Rome ;  and  it 
was  tbe  intelligence  and  spirit  of  this  very  pop- 
ulation  which  rent  the  gorgeous  and  bloody 
trappings,  and  beat  down  the  castle  walla  w 
feudal  aristocracy,  and  gave  to  tbe  world  its 
first  idea  of  reureeentaiive,  popular  Ooven- 
ment.  Modem  European  liberty  was  literally 
tbe  daughter  of  mjmmacturing  and  commercial 
industry  and  riches.  "  These  porsoita  gave 
men  wealth,  and  wealth  gave  them  leisure,  and 
leisure  reflection,  and  reflection  taught  them 
the  knowledge  and  the  worth  of  social  right." 
The  manufacturers  and  merchants  of  Europe, 
two  hundred  years  before  America  was  discov- 
ered, almost  in  every  feudal  State,  had  com- 
pelled tbe  prince  and  the  nobles  to  erect  them 
and  their  representatives  into  a  third  branch 
of  the  national  Parliament :  and  RobertsoD  ob- 


serves "  that  all  the  efforts  for  libcdy,  iiitnj 
country  in  Europe  have  been  nude  b;  ili 
new  power  of  tbe  legislature."  ltii^» 
markable,  that  in  the  time  of  Jamn  L,  Kiii 
aocompli^ed  historian  of  his  teigs  infonBi^ 
"  tbe  pnritans  of  England,  the  fnmen  if  ^ 
English  constitntion,  and  the  fonnden^iU 
free  republics,  and  nndefiled  religion  of  tb  m 
world,  were  of  tbe  middle  class,  irealtli;  ti> 
ders,  anbstantJal  shopkeepere,  mechsiuis.  'fm- 
neymen,  and  manirfaotnrers ;  and  thstth^n- 
sided  chiefly  in  tbe  county  of  Norfolk,  Eoi& 
and  Essex,  in  London,  and  the  dodung  un 
of  Gloucester,  the  moet  populous  sad  ucd  w 
Uized  qnarten  of  England,  the  priDt^wi 
manufactnrefl,  the  asjlnm  of  findgn  FnH' 


gentleman  a  sentence  or  two  from  u  tti^t 
perhaps  tbe  ablest  of  tbe  British  toiy  josw 
Blackwood's  Magazine.  It  was  viicui  ■ 
1881 ;  and  the  writer  ia  attemptiog  to  M 
the  origin  and  causes  of  that  niirit  of  rdn 
which  at  this  moment  shakes  all  ^t^mil  ih 
an  earthquake :  "  The  two  great  poren  aft 
ating  on  human  affaire,  which  are  pradui 
this  progressive  increase  of  democnlic  ii^ 
enoe,  are  the  extension  of  manuCKtara,  <d  < 
the  infloence  of  tiie  duly  press.  ¥sniifirtfi 
in  every  age  and  qnart«r  of  tbe  ^obe,  kl 
been  tbe  fmitfnl  source  of  democniie  U^ 
We  need  not  appeal  to  history  for  thitMal 
truth ;  its  exemplification  b  too  mmilai  ■ 
the  present  time  to  admit  a  mMneat'idiidt 
The  mannfactujers  reside  in  small  toim  Si 
members  whom  they  retnm  to  PariisDHntn 
be  the  faithful  mirror  of  their  demoostic  vjt 
ions.  Every  snccesMve  year  brings  omi^iIi 
rural  boroughs  within  tbe  vgrtei  of  iiiiu> 
turing  wealth,  and  the  conta^on  of  nuiifr 
tnriug  democracy.  Look  at  Preston  tid  i^^ 
and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  daww** 
tendency  of  small  manufacturing  towM"  1 
really  do  not  think  it  neceeaary  to  wy  s««» 
prove  that  tbe  industry  whidi  weidt  jw^ 
protect  ia  not  hostile  to  the  genius  of  Mr  ii* 
tations,  and  the  spirit  of  onr  civil  poBcy. 

Ton  see  the  evil  which  yon  will  do,  "t 
now  will  show  us  any  good  to  compenatsira 
much  evil !  This  bringa  me  te  the  iotsiot 
question:  is  the  tariff  prodoctiveofrMl,i*; 
Biderable,  uncompensated  injury  to  tbe  Seiml 
IdouotintendtodiscuM  thequeetton  ttlu^ 
I  have  examined  it  as  well  as  I  oould ;  MB 
^e  purpose  of  debating  it  here,  becaasellliMP 
my  duty  to  the  Sooth,  ray  own  vxi^vf^ 
aibd  to  the  oounfi7,  required  it  ThsMi*' 
which  I  have  formed,  and  on  which  I  *** 
I  ask  briefly  to  declare,  without  tronhlicf  J* 
with  tbe  grounds  of  it  at  large. 

I  do  not  thin^  then,  that  it  is  mdt*^ 
either  as  a  doctrine  of  political  m«M^ 
reasoning^  or  as  a  propoeitioo  of  &ctbfI<M 
that  the  existing  protective  systun  doM  F^ 
duce  evil  in  the  South,  Four  (rf  the  «* 
Southern  States,  Georgia,  Tennwsee,  ili«» 
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utd  UlaaisHpipi,  are  u  proaperons  as  onr  States 
D  the  TTnion.  In  the  otb«r  three,  Virginift, 
iortix  OkTolina,  and  South  Carolina,  there  is 
to  decline,  or  diiitMea,  or  deoa;,  hat  there  is 
irobablj  a  diroinished  or  retarded  growth  of 
irotperitj.  Even  there,  population  advanoes 
aore  rapidly  than  in  the  tariff  States  of  Nevr 
Jsmpshire,  Conneoticnt,  New  Janey,  or  I>ela- 
rare,  and  yery  neariy  as  rapidly  as  in  the  tariff 
Itate  of  Uaasachnsetti.  The  attempt  to  trace 
he  oaoM  of  this  diminished  prosperity,  what- 
irer  toay  be  the  degree  of  it,  to  Uie  tariff  has 
wen  a  total  failure.  Other  facta,  notorions 
nd  admitted,  explain  all  the  appearances.  The 
>ter-pradnat(on  of  the  p«at  staple  of  ootton, 
ind  its  consequent  fall  in  price ;  the  snperior 
ase  and  cheapness  with  which  tt  CsQ  be  raised 
n  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  compared  with 
krath  Oarolica;  the  advantage  for  commerce 
KMsessed  hy  New  York  over  Charleston ;  the 
UI  of  all  prices  and  profits,  and  the  wages  of 
abor  all  over  the  world;  the  great  change  of 
imea  within  a  few  years  reqnMng  to  be  met, 
Mit  not  yet  met,  by  a  oorresponding  change  of 
loonomy,  and  the  habits  of  the  South :  these 
MUtK  and  others,  inolndlng  the  peculiar  char- 
Kter  of  the  great  body  of  Boathem  labor,  ez- 
)Uin  every  Uiing  which  is  here  relied  on  as 
adioatiitg  the  bad  eSbcte  of  the  tariff.  To  the 
irgnment,  that  the  tariff  enhaneee  prioes  to  the 
mosnmer,  there  are  three  answers.  The  first 
a,  that  if  this  be  so,  the  evil  is  not  sectional, 
)Bt  thrown  impartiallT'  upon  the  whole  con- 
mmpttoB  of  the  United  States.  The  seoond  i^ 
2>at  there  b  no  proof;  and  no  reason  to  believe, 
iiat  prices  wonld  stand  permanentlr  lower  If 
he  protective  policy  were  now  abandtned, 
iiaa  they  will  permanently  stand  nnder  the 
Aeady  operatiDn  of  that  policy.  And  the  third 
t,  Hut  if  there  is  seotional  grievance,  there  is 
leetional  compensation  also.  The  enhanced 
nine  of  slaves  as  a  marketable  article  to  snp- 
{dy  the  growing  demand  in  the  Southwest,  the 
vithdrawal  of  capital  from  ootton  to  sngar  in 
Loni^ana,  the  increasing  demand  for  cotton 
md  flour  in  the  North,  the  increasing  ability 
>f  the  Northern  population  to  consnme  gen- 
jraDj,  creaUng  an  enlarging  demand  for  all 
lotte  of  foreign  goods,  and  ta  enlarging  corre- 
oondent  demand  fbr  Sonthem  exports  to  par 
ior  those  goods ;  in  all  these  ways,  if  there  u 
lectional  grievanoe,  there  is  sectional  compen- 
■tlon  too.  To  the  other  armament,  that  the 
Miff  affeol«  the  producer  of  Sonthem  staples, 
iver  and  above  its  effect  on  him  as  a  consomer, 
[  eannot  yield  assent.  It  is  said,  by  Volt^re, 
[  think,  that  no  man  is  obliged  to  bdiere  what 
w  does  not  understand;  and  I  confess  I  do 
lot  comprehend  how  the  tariff  lessens  the  price 
IT  the  demaud  for  cotton ;  and  whether  its 
proceeds  come  home  in  goods  or  specie,  and 
irfaoeTor  brings  them,  I  see  no  clear  and  cer- 
tain nafavorable  effect  npon  Sonthem  nroduc- 
dve  labor  or  capitaL  Bat  having  a^a  this,  I 
■m  willing  to  admit  that  it  does  not  folly  meet 
Ihe  dlfficnlty.    Be  it  that  there  is  no  gronnd  of 


S'aint  on  the  part  of  onr  brethren  of  the 
.  Be  it  that  tnere  is  do  real  evil  produced 
'■-  the  tariff,  and  removable  by  its  appeaL 
lere  is  evil,  nevertheless,  occasioned  by  It, 
which  it  is  most  desirable  to  remove,  ^ere 
is  excitement  which  one  wonld  wish  to  allay. 
There  is  alienation  which  one  wonld  wish  to 
win  back  to  its  first  love.  It  is  not  qnlte 
enongh  to  reftit«  the  reaaoniug,  and  explain 
away  the  evidence  of  the  Bontfa.  It  is  not 
enough  to  tannt  her  with  the  recollection  of 
that  long  series  of  hostile  policy  with  which 
she  pnraaed  the  Industry  of  New  Ei^iand  when 
she  neld  the  power.  It  is  not  enough  to  show, 
as  snrely  it  can  be  shown,  that  she  was  herself 
the  anthoT  of  the  very  policy  which  she  now 
^probates.  Still  the  difficulty  recnrs.  There 
great   sectional   excitement;    and    that, 


excitement.  Tes,  certainly.  Bnt  how  t  Sir, 
my  hnmble  scheme  is  this :  I  think,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  medics!  men,  that  the  case  requires 
topical  treatment,  local  applications.  Search 
out  the  sectional  grievance,  if  yon  can  find  it. 
Find  what  are  the  articles  eidnsively  of  South- 
ern consumption,  and  important  in  the  economy 
of  the  Bonth,  and  relieve  them  of  all  protecting 
duty.  Strike  them  out  of  the  statute.  For 
BO  much  let  there  be  no  tariff,  and  let  them  tie 
fabricated  in  England,  that  the  American  Union 
may  be  preserved ;  and  let  all  others  be,  as 
they  now  are,  effectually  protected.  There  is 
negro  clothing :  gentiemen  intimate  that  this 
is  an  nnimportant  concession.  Why,  sir,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  other  branch  of  this 
Legialatare  from  Virginia,  said  these  words  in 
debate  in  that  body  daring  the  present  session : 
"  I  urged  (he  is  relating  a  conversation  with 
another  United  States  Senator)  the  abandon* 
ment  of  dnties  on  n^ro  clothing.  I  said  it 
will  be  kindly  taken  at  the  8out£,  and  go  tut 
to  produce  harmony. "  Let  it  be  given,  th^ 
to  Kind  feeling  and  harmony. 

One  remarl^  tar,  sn^estod  hy  the  Impreeslve 
concluding  observations  of  the  gentleman  tnaa 
Qeorgia,  {Mr.  Wildb,)  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seat,  and  I  will  relieve  the  ocxnmittee.  I 
confess  that  I  have  more  than  once  during  this 
discossion  been  led  to  fear,  with  the  gentlemaa 
tram  Geor^o,  in  a  moment  of  despondency, 
that  the  diversity  of  employment  growing  np 
in  the  opposite  extremities  of  this  country: 
mannfactures,  and  what  yon  may  coll  the  agil- 
CQltnre  of  mannfaotures  in  the  East,  and  that 
which  may  he  called  the  agricnltare  of  oom- 
meree  In  Uie  South ;  the  consequent  diversity 
of  habits,  opinions,  and  snppMed  or  real  inter- 
ests which  this  may  proonce ;  the  occasional 
stmgdes  in  which  the  two  parties  may  be  in- 
volved to  get  control  of  the  national  policy,  and 
wield  that  to  their  several  advantage ;  the 
eternal  and  inherent  hostility  which  exista  be- 
tween fi«e  trade  doctrine  and  measnres  and 
protective  doctrine  and  measures ;  and  that  still 
deeper,  still  more  unappeasable  hostility  whldi 
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tbe  gentleman  fears  ma;  groT  up  b«tireen  free 
labor  and  the  employen  of  slave  labor — I  siij, 
sir,  I  httve  thongnt  it  posMble,  bb  be  bsa,  that 
tbese  causes  ma;  sever  this  Uaion.  There 
MemB  to  be,  I  iMve  feared,  gronnd  laid  for  a 
separatioD  of  the  States,  not  soTuncb  lathe 
faulta  of  man,  as  in  the  nature  of  thinss. 

But  this  feeling  is  all  allayed  sod  rebuked  b; 
the  recollection  (I  hope  Uie  gentleman  ^m 
Georgia  ma;  derive  coDSolstion  in  the  Game 
woj)  that  Washington  long  ago  foresaw  all 
these  imat^nary  cansea  of  diannion,  and  regard- 
ed them  very  differently.  He  foresaw,  in  his 
lifetime,  that  the  East  would  be  the  seat  of 
maniifactnres,  and  the  Sooth  the  remon  of  agri- 
cultare,  ta  the  end  of  the  world.  He  foresaw, 
too,  that  national  legislation  would  be  occasion- 
ally invoked  to  protect  the  domestic  indoatry 
of  the  East  agunst  foreign  regnlatjon  and  for-- 
eign  competition ;  and  t£aa  be  made  to  press, 
perhaps  with  severity,  upon  the  agrionltnre  ana 
commerce  of  the  Boath.  Bnt  he  contemplated 
all  this  with  exultation,  not  fear.  Ue  saw  in 
tiiia  diversity  of  porsnite  and  interests,  not  the 
seeds  of  disBolntion,  but  the  ties  of  union, 
"  stronger  than  links  of  iron  " — "  a  triple  cord 
which  no  man  can  break."  In  his  farewell 
address,  written  in  1796,  after  these  different, 
not  adverse  tendencies  of  labor  and  capital  had 
developed  themseLvea ;  alter  it  was  plain  that 
the  East  wonid  mannfactnre,  and  the  South 
nuse  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  Hiroosh  all 
time ;  after  Alexander  Hamilton,  his  bosom 
friend,  had  onfolded  the  national  nses  and  valne 
of  mannfactaring  industry,  and  had  recom- 
mended al)  Borte  of  protection,  and  prohibition, 
and  bonuty,  to  introdaoe  and  sustain  it ;  after 
Oongresa  had  passed  one  act  expressly  for  the 
encouragement  of  domestic  manafacturee,  thns 
making  It  plain  to  Ms  foreught  that  national 
legialation  would  be  hronght  in  aid  of  the  great 
o^ect ;  after  all  this,  he  expresses  himself,  not 
with  apprehension,  but  with  oonfidenoe,  or, 
rather  let  me  say,  with  joy.  He  says:  "In 
yonr  interest,  every  portion  of  onr  conntry 
finds  the  moat  commanding  motive  for  carefiilly 
goarding  and  preserving  the  union  of  the  whole. 
The  North,  in  an  mirestrained  interconrse  with 
tiie  South,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a 
friendly  Government,  finds  in  the  production  of 
the  latter  great  additional  resources  of  maritime 
and  commercial  enterprise,  and  preoions  mate- 
rials of  mannfactnring  industry.  The  SouUi, 
in  the  same  intercourse^  benefiting  by  the  si 
agency  of  the  North,  sees  its  agricnlture  gr 
and  its  commerce  e^uud."  Sir,  the  condition 
of  our  coasting  trade  and  internal  commerce, 
at  this  momen^  is  the  best  possible  commentary 
on  the  wisdom  of  this  scripture. 

What  then  is  there,  sir,  so  very  terrible  i 
signs  of  these  times !  What  is  this  great 
upon  which  gentlemen  are  so  eloanent  ?  What 
if  there  be  some  excitement  of  feeling,  some ' 
harsh  words,  and  some  lowering  looks  between 
the  brethren  of  this  wide  houseliold !  What  if 
South  Carolina,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  Uassa- 


cbnsetts,  do  feel  stronsly,  and  express  thra- 
selves  strongly,  on  this  question  f  AB  dm 
things  must  needs  be,  and  m&j  very  ssfdj  k 
They  are  only  part  of  tJie  price !  how  '^aaitt' 
qnate  the  price  t— -which  every  natioD  p^f  fe 
greatness  and  liberty.  All  signal  a&d  dmdic 
national  fame  and  empire  are  reached,  if  ik? 
ever  are  reached,  through  sat^  ooiasiaBd  wi 
temporary  tribulation  as  this.  The  hiMor^ 
every  free  State  which  ever  existed,  fiUingqn 
enough  to  leave  a  history,  is  an  imbrokea  m- 
ord  of  internal  strife,  and  sharp  civil  oodB. 
tion,  and  the  collisions  of  interests  and  fecla^ 
which  the  good  men  of  tiia  time  tJifingfat  nta^ 
irreconcilable,  but  which  were  jet ' 
ly  reconciled;  the  appointed  A' 
means  of  which  they  aeveraU; 
their  places  in  the  system  of  the  wmU.  b- 
stead,  then,  sir,  of  antidpatiiia'  with  tbegeEk. 
man  from  Georgia  the  time  when,  in  puiw 
of  the  pathetic  Buggestioii  of  the  paCnsrd 
whioh  he  has  just  repeated,  we  dull  £*ik 
flocks  and  herds,  and  take  each  oar  weivi 
',  "  that  there  be  no  m<»«  strife  betvM 
"  instead  of  looking  with  so  rnvdi  tfm- 
alon  upon  this  diverdty  of  pnrsints  nalB' 
teresta,  let  us  adopt  a  mora  cheeifid  tkee^. 
Let  OS  agree  to  see  in  it,  as  long  ^  ««ik 
"  merely  Uiat  combination  and  that  opposiiK 
of  interests,  that  action  and  that  oosutttMia 
which,  in  the  natural  and  the  poUtica]  wnL 
irom  the  re^procal  atrag^e  of  diMMidaat  fs*- 
ers,  draws  out  the  harmony  of  the  n&iraM' 
This  is  the  language  of  one  of  the  nH 
men  and  meet  accomplished  mindB  that  f 
lived.  I  hope  onr  example  may  illnitnle  i> 
truth. 

Ur.  Gj.a^itok,  of  Georgia,  moved  for  4i 
riring  of  the  comnuttee ;  but  the  motiwi  f» 
lost— yeas  82,  nays  M. 

Noquonunhaviogvoted,  the  committee  kk 
and  reported  the  fact  to  the  Houae ;  and* 

Ur.  Speiqht  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoaae. 

Ur.  WioEurFB  advocated,  and  Hx.  Clitti> 
opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Oarolina,  moved  aa  li- 
joDrnment — yeas  68,  nays  74. 

Rights  were  now  brought  into  the  AJLJ 

The  House  again  went  mto  committee. 

Ur.  EsRB  again  moved  for  the  rising  at  At 
committee,  and  the  motion  at  length  aoeceaU 
^yeaa  81,  nays  60. 

Mr.  BsBD  then  moved  an  adioamioMiC 

Ur.  Vebfluok demanded  tneyeasaodo^'. 
which  b^ng  ordered  and  tak«i,  stood  m  ftr 
lows — yeas  76,  nays  GS. 

So  the  HouH  acgooraed  at  eight  o'do^ 

•Tlu>dniiiiMUllM«iiinn*aBTBUiMa  la  tkacHV' 
tills  TuUr  diMOMKw--*  ilgB  tlut  tlu  dcb^  had  lH«t 
nnlntflpfitting  It  li  miuli  ibrldgBd  bn«.  W^oa  %  Ot^ 
mllln  iXeaa  WIlOlaflIld<ltHl^«ttIlaataq:■afBa^lt^* 
nothing  mora.  It  miut  rtuudnpertQia  betloIktSiiK 
wblcli  lmmadl*telT0rdenssll9(  tli«aoaaB,Ba4«tei 


of  tho  Whok!  ifl  gone  lnt«  ^ 
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Ire-Emplum  Jiightt. 

He  HoQBo  reanmed  the  oouideratioD  of  the 
till  from  tlie  Senate,  greDting  the  right  of  pre- 
imption  to  settlers  on  the  pabllc  hmda.  The 
[oaitioii  being  on  concairing  with  the  amend- 
nent  of  Mr.  Wioelipps,  as  modified  b;  the 
imeadmeota  sabmitted  bj  Mr.  Iktino  aoa  ICr. 
Vditov. 

]£r.  Whitx,  of  Florida,  Mid  it  could  Dot  be 
lecosBaiT,  after  the  very  eatiefactory  explana- 
ioo  of  tne  prinoiples  of  the  bill  under  oonsider- 
ition  by  the  churmau  of  the  committee  to  the 
Zonae  yesterday,  fbr  bim  to  ooonpy  mnnh  of 
ts  attention  at  this  late  period  of  its  session. 
le  could  not,  however,  in  jostioe  to  his  consti- 
aents,  who  were  bo  dM[My  interested,  aliow 
b9  occasion  to  pass  without  presenting  some 
liewB  which  bad  not  been  adverted  to  by  others 
n  the  debate.  It  is  now  too  late,  continued 
lir.  ff .,  to  qnertion  the  pre-emption  policy.  It 
» tme,  that,  for  ton  years  prior  to  182S,  it  had 
>eeii  abandoned ;  hot  its  abandonment  had 
ntinght  no  adequate  consideration  to  the  pnbli< 
i«Bsury  for  the  individual  oppresnon  it  pro- 
iDoed  thronghont  the  new  States  and  Teirito- 
iea.  I  assert  it  as  a  £ict,  sustained  by  the  his- 
ory  of  tbe  country,  that  there  has  never  been 
I  period  so  prolific  in  frand  and  epeoulstion  as 
Ktween  the  years  181S  and  1S26 — the  former 
ha  period  of  the  first  report  against  this  sys- 
am,  and  the  latter  the  revival  of  tbe  policy  in 
'avor  of  oceupants  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 
[  -wilt  hazard  another  general  remark,  and  that 
a,  that  the  land  system  has  never  been  so  pros- 
>erons  to  the  conntry,  or  to  the  Government, 
ifl  since  tiie  renewal  of  tbe  pre'Cmption  rights 
A  settlers  on  the  pnblio  lands.  As  some  gen- 
lemen  here  have  never  before  bod  seats  on  this 
loor,  and  may  not  have  turned  their  attention 
io  the  satgect,  I  trost  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  a 
>rief  explanation  of  the  provirions  of  the  bill 
uid  the  amendment. 

The  original  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Seiiate,  was 
lie  one  introduced  into  that  body  lost  year,  the 
>bject  of  which  was  to  place  those  settlers  on 
;be  public  lands  who  were  prevented  from 
Lvailmg  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
)f  ISSB— '30,  in  conseqnence  of  the  public  snr- 
reys  not  having  heoa  made  prior  to  the  period 
tsed  in  that  law  as  the  limitation  for  the  pre- 
lentation  and  proof  of  the  claims.  This  provi- 
doa  is  one  of  snch  obvious  jostioe  and  proprie- 
7,  that  it  is  presumed  there  is  not  a  member 
>f  this  Honse  who  will  ol^ect  to  it. 

The  amendment  gives  a  pre-emption  to  all 
lona  fide  occupants  nn  to  Uie  1st  of  January. 
' "'"     I  am  in  fsvor  of  the  amendment,  as 
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at  tbe  minimum  prise.  These  settlera  are  the 
pioneers  of  the  forest,  tbe  bold  adventurers 
who  penetrate  the  wildemeaa,  open  roadi,  es- 
tablish ferries,  and  bridge  creeks,  for  the  ao- 
commodatjon  of  the  larger  purchasers  who  fol- 
low them,  and  take  np  larger  portions  of  the 
public  domain. 

If  there  is  any  one  here  who  can  so  far  forget 
what  is  dne  to  this  enterprising  dasa  of  our 
fellttw-eitisens  as  to  make  an  esdmato  of  dollars 
and  centa  in  the  sole  of  the  small  tract  upon 
which  his  humble  cottage  is  established,  I 
wonid  oak  him  to  took  at  the  returns  of  the 


the  sales  of  public  lands,  npon  au  average,  do 
not  exoeed  five  cents  npon  dte  acre  the  min- 
imnm  price.  What,  then,  fs  the  resolt  of  the 
refdsal  to  pass  this  bill  t  Ilie  little  eahin  and 
small  field  of  the  poor  man  is  offered  at  public 
auction ;  and,  if  it  sell  for  more  than  the  Qov- 
emment  price,  the  additional  valoe  has  been 
g^ven  to  It  by  his  improvement^  which  no  just 
or  liberal  Government  would  ever  avail  itaelf 
o£     This,  however,  as  for  as  my  experience 


IS  the  original  bill ;  and,  as  tbe  amendment 
iviU  supersede  the  bill,  and  is  more  beneficiel 
n  its  character,  I  tmst  it  will  be  adopted. 

This  right  of  pre-emption,  as  the  word  im- 
>ort8,  gives  to  the  occupant  the  privilege  of  en- 
«ring  tbe  quarter  scctiou  of  land  on  which  he 
ios  erecte(l  a  honse^  and  made  improvements, 


goes,  is  not  the  usual  course.    The  occupant  is 
left  at  the  mercy  of  unfeeling  and  beartlesa 
upoD  the  distresses  of  the 


the  mercy  of  unfeeling  and  beartlesa 
speculators,  who  live  upoa  the  distresses  of  the 
poor.  A  land  sale  is  advertised;  the  pur- 
ohasers  attend;  the  poor  eetQer  has  scraped 
hither  just  eaongh  to  purchase'  at  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre.     The  Shylocks  and 

rolators  say  to  him,  give  me  one,  two,_  or 
e  himdred  dollars,  or  I  vrill  buy  year  im- 
provement, and  torn  yoor  wife  and  children 
into  the  woods.  The  money  is  not  to  be  had, 
and  a  note,  horse,  gnn,  or  cow,  is  given,  and 
the  land  at  last  sold  at  the  price  proposed  in 
this  bilL  The  Oovemment  Is  not  buiefited, 
and  one  of  its  citixens  who  would,  at  any  mo- 
ment, hazard  his  life  in  its  deface,  is  oppressed 
and  defi'anded.  This  is  no  piotnre  w  bncy ; 
it  is  of  daily  oconrrenoe.  I  have  even  heard  of 
instances  in  which  the  lost  cow  has  been  taken 
from  a  poor  man,  and  the  small  sma  of  five 
dollars,  not  to  bid  for  the  improvement  of  an 
oocupant  npon  the  pnblio  lands.  The  object 
of  this  law  is  to  pot  au  end  to  this  vile  and 
infamous  traffic.  Poverty  has  evils  eooa^ 
withont  adding  to  it  petty  Appresnons  and 
frauds  of  this  sort 

The  worthy  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Williams,)  for  whose  opinions,  generally, 
I  have  great  respect,  has  told  as  that  there  is  a 
law  prohibiting  settleraeuts  npon  the  pablic 
lands,  and  that  this  bill  is  intended  to  reward 
tbe  violators  of  that  law. 

I  had  occadon,  some  years  ago,  to  examine 
this  question,  and  to  debate  It  m  this  Honse, 
in  opposition  to  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who 
has  steadily  (nnce  Ohio  has  had  oil  the  ben- 
efit of  these  laws)  opposed  the  extenuon  of  tlie 
policy  to  other  portions  of  the  Union,  or  to  its 
provinces,  I  then  maintuned,  to  the  satisfec- 
tioD  of  every  gentleman,  fHend  or  enemy  to 
the  hill,  that  there  was  no  such  law  now  In  . 

ogle 
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foroe  as  tlua  referrod  to  bj  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Nortli  Gkrolina.  I  hare  not  now 
time  to  go  into  this  qnestion  again.  I  will 
only  remark  that  there  was  snch  a  law  pawed 
in  1807,  the  olject  of  whioh  waa  to  prevent 
■ettlementa  on  the  pnblio  lands  withoat  a  per- 
mit from  offioera  of  the  Government,  That  law 
was  deagned  for  a  daas  of  floating  Spaoiah  and 
French  omcesmons,  and  waa  intended  to  pre- 
Tent  tbeii  location  and  posseswon,  ooder  tliem, 
after  the  oean<m  of  Loniuana. 

That  proTiaion  was  tooal  in  its  o^ect,  and 
waa  [WBcticallf  repealed  In  1B14,  and  has  never 
been  oonaidend  oj  the  Qovemment,  nor  the 
occnpantj,  in  force  since.  The  settlers  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  are  not  treapasBera  and 
violators  of  law,  as  some  gentleihen  suppose. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Eouae  hy  oontinning 
Uiia  ai^nment.  It  is  well  known  tiiat  in  the 
Tear  noeeeding  the  pre-emption  law  of  1824- 
'80,  the  tales  of  the  pabtio  lands  incresaed 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  It  ia  the  trneet 
policy  of  this  Government  to  encourage  the 
extension  of  onr  settlements  to  the  borders  of 
the  oonfederaoy,  and  to  give  to  our  poor,  enter- 
prinng  dtixens  an  intereat  in  the  soil  which 
thmr  will  be  called  npon  to  defbnd  whenever 
it  diall  be  invaded. 

ICr,  Sevikb  appotei  the  pofltponement,  and 

Mr.  Wwtga  advocated  it;  when  the  qnes- 
tioa  being  taken,  the  sal^eiA  was  pos^oned 
ontil  to-moTTOw. 

Ttrginia  Ctaimt. 
The  bin  wi  the  aahject  of  the  Virginia  clidms 
next  oraning  np, 

Hr.  Babboub  read  some  extracts  from  the 


General  Government  had  bad  the  services  of 
troops  r^sed  by  tbe  Btates,  and  argned  to  show 
tliat  if  the  evidence  had  been  r^y  in  17S0, 
the  clainu  in  the  bill  woiild  have  been  allowed 
and  settled,  together  with  others  of  a  nmilar 
nature,  at  Uiat  time.  He  pressed  the  equitable 
oonMderation,  that  as  the  Qovemment  had  re- 
ceived the  services  of  the  troops  in  question, 
the  Government^  and  not  the  State  of  Virginia, 
was  boond  to  remunerate  their  services. 

Hr.  Boot  took  the  floor  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  spoke  until  tlie  expiration  of  the  hour. 

7%e  TariiB'—Duconlmt  qf  the  Simth. 

Hie  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  ^^  resumed  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 

Ur.  Bates,  of  Haaaaohnactts,  addressed  the 
committee  in  aapport  of  the  amendment  moved 
by  Ur.  Pi.via,  of  Massachusetts,  in  reference 
to  tiie  duty  on  woollena,  and  confined  his  argu- 
ment almost  exclnuvely  to  that  branch  of  the 
Buttlect,  wliich  he  illostrated  by  patting  a  va- 
riety of  cases  to  ahow  the  effect  and  ^e  pro- 
priety of  protection. 

Mr.  Clattoit,  of  Georgia,  followed.  In  ris- 
ing, he  expressed  his  mtention  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  tbe  bill,  in  effect  as  follows : 


1st  After  the  Ist  of  January,  18SS,  all  dHia 
shonld  be  ad  valorem,  and  for  no  otM'  cifcct 


Sd.  Tliat  for  the  first  year  all  duties  dion 
should  be  reduced  to  thir^-five  par  oonLj  to 
the  second  twenty-five;  and  after  that  ih^ 
should  be  regularly  fifteen  per  cenL  nntil  ijbr- 

Bi.  That,  for  tbe  purpose  of  ctmathntHsd; 
and  equally  protecting  matinfnctnrea,  Cengns 
should  freely  give  its  consent  to  any  State  &» 
chose  to  manufacture,  to  lay  ant^  dnties  m  I 
might  deem  neceasary  to  eacoorage  thtf  Ih- 
ness,  within  Its  own  limits,  npan  any  ii^«n 
or  exports  to  or  firom  any  foreign  natias  ^» 
ever ;  provided  eud  dutiea  were  pMd  into  it 
federal  Treasury. 

Mr.  Olaytok  then  proceeded  to  say  tU 
almost  every  gentleman  who  hjul  addresed  lit 
committee  had  prononnced  this  «  most  put 
and  serious  question.  Judging  frma  die  Oa 
ordinary  apaJJiy  whioh  seems  to  prevsS  si  £s 
body,  said  Mr.  C,  it  would  not  be  to  eoaaia- 
ed  by  me  ;  and  I  should  inacli  eooracr  tab  a 
for  a  &rce  than  a  tragedy.  It  is  a  r^naikillt 
fact,  Mr.  Gludrman,  and  I  doubt  whether  Am 
credit  will  be  given  to  its  relAticm,  that  tU 
this  whole  country,  from  its  centre  tai»(>- 
cumference,  is  under  the  tremor  t^  deep  ■□■ 
iety ;  when  all  eyes  are  directed  to  Uus  rai 
point  for  safety  frcon  the  iinpeading  Monii 
when  in  all  qnarters  there  is  one  genval  a- 
presraon  of  concern,  prompted  by  a  seimlfin 
which  has  received  its  last  increaae  frim  ik 
peculiar  urgency  of  the  crims ;  no  mitb  k^ 
pervades  the  representatives  of  tbe  peo;^  m- 
sombled  in  this  HalL  So  indifieretit  have  »«- 
hers  been  to  this  discnssion,  that  speakers  ^n 
been  compelled  to  address  empty  aesta.  tin 
tunee  during  this  debate  have  yoo  been  olfpi 
to  descend  from  yonr  duur,  aod  report  to  tki 
Speaker  that  there  was  not  a  qaomm  ia  Ua 
House.  What  a  &ct  to  oranmnnicale  to  tb 
American  people !  And,  ur,  those  who  hatt 
oenerally  remained,  have  either  been  frankiif 
documents  or  dodog  over  newsp^iera.  [Htn 
Mr,  0,  was  called  to  order  by  a  member,  m 
improperly  reflecting  upon  the  members  c^  the 
House.  Mr.  C.  observed  that  tbe  gentlona 
ought  to  remember  that  the  present  coi^iMf 
is  always  eicepl«d.  He  hoped  thoy  would  uit 
nothing  of  his  remarks  to  themselves;  if  thcf 
did,  he  would  barely  say  they  were  mad«  -wih 
a  view  to  get  their  attention,  and  havinr  £a^ 
ceeded  in  what  most  had  iailed  to  obtaia,  k 
would  proceed  to  the  sotQeot.]  Mr.  GhalnnB, 
the  question  before  us  is  an  impcMiAnt  one,  ad 
if  appreciated  in  the  degree  of  its  profom^  ii- 
terest,  and  the  still  more  absorbing  fharat** 
of  ita  probable  resolta,  it  InvtJvM  a  requas- 
bility  t«o  big  for  utterance.  To  my  mind,  ^ 
monished  by  facts,  and  warned  by  the  fedk? 
of  the  country,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  pndxt 
that,  unless  an  auspicious  issne  att^id*  Cbt 
present  deliberations,  they  are  the  last  that  >3 
ever  again  engage  the  attention  of  this  be4f 
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Fithln  these  wbUs.  It  la  not  now  a  question 
>f  dollora  and  oente,  bnt  of  liberty  and  eqoalitj. 
Grerj  thing  done  on  tliis  occaaoa  will  soon  be 
lelivered  over  to  history,  and  he  who  now 
itands  by  the  cause  of  freedom,  poeteritT  will 
itand  by  bim.  A  fame  of  enduring  honor 
kwwta  the  firm,  and  a  name  of  M  laaUng  io- 
'aiBj  shall  follow  the  faithless. 

In  the  name  of  every  thing  that  Is  sacred, 
low  an  grievances  to  be  redressed  that  are 
leoied  all  credit  ag^nst  which  every  avenue 
>f  coovictioa  is  clo^  I  Of  what  avail  is  rea- 
K}ning  with  Quit  individual  whose  eye  is  blind 
x>  the  tmtk  who6e  ear  is  shut  to  the  evidence, 
ivhose  mina  is  imbued  with  pr^udice,  whose 
leort  is  locked  against  jostice,  and  whose  ver- 
lict  is  sought  aguost  himself  T  I  confess,  Hr. 
Chairman,  it  is  a  hopeless  onderUkiog,  and  thus 
kr  all  argnmeiit  has  proved  as  useless  as  It  is 
topeless ;  but,  sir,  we  have  arrived  at  a  crisis 
ivhen  debate  must  cease,  and  this  matter  wil^ 
terh^M,  have  to  be  referred  to  some  other  ar- 
ritrament  It  is  «(tremely  desirable,  therefore, 
hat  we  lay  onr  manifesto  before  the  world, 
ud  there  is  no  better  place  from  which  it  shall 
aaae  than  the  Halls  of  Congress,  the  great  seat 
ind  source  of  onr  injury.  To  spe^  to  the  peo- 
de  of  the  Boutb,  through  the  hiah  privilege  of 
ihe  freedom  of  debate,  is  now  all  that  is  left  to 
u,  and  it  is  my  intention  on  the  present  ooca- 
lion  to  use  that  right  to  the  atmost  of  my 
ibUity. 

Vhen  Great  Britain  acknowledged  the  inde- 
Kudeoce  of  the  colonies,  they  wore  as  inde- 
jendent  of  each  other  as  they  were  of  the 
irorld.  There  was  an  individual  moment  of 
ime^  and  perhaps  the  brightest  of  their  exist- 
ence, when  they  were  left  to  their  own  esdn- 
live  self~govemment.  Their  ounfederation  was 
iltogether  volnnt&ry.  11^  at  the  termination 
)f  the  revolution,  their  debt,  produced  by  that 
itmnle,  had  been  discharged,  and  if  all  wars 
xnild  have  ceased  from  that  eventful  period, 
ivcry  one  perceives  there  would  not  have  been 

a  earthly  reason  for  the  Union.  The  States 
vidnally  could  have  regulated  all  the  con- 
cerns necessary  to  municiD^  govommeut.  The 
lonest  discharge  of  their  debt,  and  the  dread  of 
ntestine  and  foreign  wars,  were,  therefore,  the 
ole  motive  to  the  confederation ;  any  other 
ndacement  is  idle  and  ridiculous.  It  was 
)hysioal  and  not  moral  force,  it  was  strength 
ind  not  intelligence,  needed  and  sought  by  the 
Jtates.  Even  under  their  connection  with  the 
tareat  oountry,  they  were  always  competent 
o  their  own  self-government,  withont  the  aid 
if  each  other's  councils. 

Notwithstanding  the  "  articles  of  confedera- 
ion  "  carried  us  successfUly  through  the  war, 
loubtJess  by  virtue  of  the  great  cause  which  it 
ras  serving,  and  the  common  dangers  and  suf- 
'eringa  of  the  people,  yet  they  were  found  too 
reak  for  a  state  of  peace,  and  General  Wash- 
ngton  procured  the  Congress  of  that  day  to 
vopose  to  the  States  the  adoption  of  a  system, 
he  avowed  otject  of  which  was  "to  obtain 
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&om  the  States  substantial  funds  for  funding 
the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States."  This 
was  the  seed  that  was  cost  npon  the  bosom  of 
the  States,  and  from  which  has  sprung  that 
tremendous  growth  witnessed  in  uie  present 
power  of  the  Union.  80  Jealous,  however, 
were  the  States  that  some  mischief  would  ensue 
if  the  artiolce  of  confederation  be  disturbed, 
that,  for  a  long  time,  they  refused  this  and 
other  rinular  propositions.  At  length  they 
yielded  to  constant  and  urgent  imporbinity,  and 
a  convention  met  in  Hay,  '87,  not  to  fi^e  a 
oonstitntion,  for  they  bad  no  such  powers,  but, 
onoe  assembled,  they  took  upon  themselvea  to 
produce  that  giAnt  that  la  now  striding  over 
the  States,  and  crushing  at  every  step  some  of 
their  invaluable  rights. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  constitutional 
pointj  and  I  make  no  apology  for  the  great 
length  of  the  aignment  employed  on  this  head, 
for  I  readily  own,  if  the  subject  of  protecting 
manirfgctnres  depended  alone  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  expediency,  unless  it  was  carried  to  a 
state  of  manifest  oppressioa,  of  which  I  shall 
speak  hereafter,  I  sLonld  have  nothing  to  say, 
for  that  is  a  matter  legitimately  within  the 
power  of  Congress  i  and  althongh  I  should 
greatly  deplore  the  adoption  and  continued 
proaecutioa  of  a  policy  obviously  grinding  down 
the  resources  of  one  class  of  the  States,  to  build 
up  and  advance  the  prosperity  of  another  of  the 
same  confederacy,  yet  it  woidd  be  ours  to  sub- 
mit under  the  terms  of  the  compact.  All  argu- 
ment is  vun  against  cupidity  supported  by 
power ;  hut  if  it  is  unconstilntional,  it  ia  onr 
right,  nay  it  is  onr  duty,  to  resist,  and  to  nee 
every  weapon  in  our  power,  from  the  voice  of 
reason  np  to  the  still  hoarser  tonw  of  rebellion. 

I  proceed  now  to  examine  the  question  in 
reference  to  its  expediency ;  and  under  two 
aspects  this  branch  will  be  con^dered. 

1.  The  great  inequality  and  ii^ustioe  of  the 

2.  Its  dangarouB  efibct  npon  the  harmony  <rf 
the  Union. 

On  the  first  puint,  sufier  me,  Ur.  Ohairman, 
to  present  one  serious  reflection  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  the  argument.  It  is  by  dose  thinking 
we  sometimes  get  upon  the  track  of  truth 
which  leads  to  the  most  fortunate  results.  This 
system  commenced,  sud  is  continued,  by  peti- 
tions for  rdiet  Ur.  Chairman,  has  any  one 
ever  considered  where  relief  comes  fWim  f  No 
one  will  be  so  credulous  as  to  l>e]ieve  that  relief 
is  manufactured  in  this  Hall,  and  sent  out  to  the 
supplicating  BufTerers;  if  not,  where  doea  it 
come  from  t  Gert^nly  from  some  other  quar- 
ter of  the  country  that  does  not  complain. 
Now,  does  not  every  one  perceive,  that  wheoce- 
soever  the  reli^  ia  taken,  Jnst  precisely  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  withdrawn  most  that 
part  suffer  1  And  would  they  not  have  a  rights 
and  he  entitled  to  respect,  too^  torn  ronnd, 
and  petition  for  relief  also  I  What  right  has 
Congress  to  rob  one  portion  of  coontry  to  hnah 
the  mouths  of  another!    If  the  North  soSiBr^  , 


H.  orB.] 

ii  it  right  to  make  the  Sonth,  Bgoinst  her  wiU, 
relieTO  that  Buffering  t  No;  the  trath  is,  when 
the  Sooth  petitions  for  relief,  tbej  ore  told 
"  yon  lie,"  yon  do  not  snffer,  or,  if  yon  do,  it  is 
greatly  leas  than  yon  iniAgine ;  at  all  eventB, 
you  mnat  sabmit  to  the  will  of  a  mtyority  \ 
and,  QotwitbHtanding  the  Federal  Qovemment 
WS8  framed  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the 
whole,  yet  some  portdona  of  the  country  most 
saffer,  and  there  u  no  help  for  it.  1b  this  the 
kind  of  reply  that  a  free  people  onght  to  sab- 
mit to  t  YoD  may  think  bo,  but  depend  upon  it, 
a  very  fihort  time  will  find  you  in  a  wofcd  mis- 
take. This  reflection  brin^  me  to  the  asBer- 
tlon  of  a  principle,  which,  if  any  man  pretends 
to  oontTovert,  1  wish  to  hear  from  him  before 
I  proceed  any  further.  I  confidently  lay  down 
this  position,  that  Oovemment  cannot  make 
one  freeman  work  for  another  without  bis  con- 
sent. It  cannot  take  the  property  of  one  and 
give  it  to  another.  That  whatever  wonld  be 
wrong  in  the  acts  of  GoTemment,  as  between 
man  and  man,  iB  equally  wrong  te  between  ten 
or  ten  millions  of  men.  Doee  any  one  deny 
this  t  None  1  Then  I  proceed.  If  any  csb- 
nslty  Bhoold,  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  reduce 
the  four  qnarters  of  the  Union  to  but  one  man 
apiece,  and  he  of  the  East  sboold  be  a  ship- 
bnilder,  of  the  North  a  cotton  spinner,  of  the 
West  a  hemp  weaver,  and  of  the  Boath  a  cot- 
ton planter,  m  what  condition  wonld  the  tariff 
system  find  these  fonr  iudividnalB  ?  Hark  well, 
I  beseech  you,  Mr.  Ohairman,  their  exact  rela- 
tive situations,  for  this  very  picture  is  a  faith- 
ful illustration  of  the  bill  on  your  table,  and  I 
?ronoance  there  is  no  ^tting  away  fWim  it. 
'oar  bill,  as  plain  as  a  biU  can  talk  in  vernac- 
nlar  language,  says  to  the  hemp  weaver,  and 
pointing  at  the  same  time  to  the  cotton  planter, 
you  may  make  him  pay  you,  faeudes  a  fair  price 
for  your  bagging,  five  centa  a  yard  as  a  bounty 
for  yoar  labor.  It  is  tme  he  iforks  as  hard  as 
yoQ  do,  bnt  yon  are  a  man  of  o^iital,  and, 
therefore,  must  be  protected.  Ho  shall  wrap 
his  ootttm  in  yonr  bagging,  or  pay  a  higher 
price  to  some  one  ehe  for  that  article.  Your 
t>ilt  says  also  to  the  ship  builder,  that  same  cot- 
ton planter  shall  pay  you  a  bounty  for  carrying 
his  cotton  to  the  spinner.  To  the  spinner,  it 
Bays  be  absll  sell  it  to  yon,  and  buy  your  cloths ; 
r,  if  he  dares  to  cany  it  to  any  other  market. 
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he  shall  pay  too  a  tax  of  eight  oenta  a  yard 
for  every  yara  of  cottons  he  buys  elsewhere. 
Now,  I  ask  yon,  Mr.  Ohairman,  is  this  jnst! 


Wonld  the  Government  dare  to  put  its  law  into 
'  this  kind  of  language  as  between  one  laborer 
and  another?  And,  if  it  would  not,  how  can 
it  do  BO  aa  between  whole  oommunities  1  Would 
the  prinoipte  be  changed  from  the  case  I  have 
put,  if  the  laborers  and  their  pursuits  were 
multiplied  to  ten  thousand  ?  And  if  that  sin- 
gle cotton  planter  could  not  bear  tlie  draughts 
of  the  other  three  taslcmaiitera,  will  the  whole 
class  of  planters  be  in  any  better  situation  from 
the'  multiplied  claaaea  uf  manufacturers  con- 
stantly preying  upon  his  labor(    No,  sir;  ihej 


cannot  and  will  not  bear  it;  and,  Irepeti,!!? 
are  preparing  to  ugnify  it  to  yon  in  an;'*" 

cannot  be  miBonderatood- 

Tbe  remarks  I  have  made  naturally  ra 
me  to  on  examination  of.  the  bnrdens  we  dM 
we  bear,  though  the  mannfJtctnren  ttusl  i 
is  all  delusion.  When  the  bill  ot  tb«  pa^ 
roan  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr,  KcDcna'i 
was  read,  and  I  fonnd  it  proposed  toUja^ 
of  twenty -five  per  cent,  on  ^  foreign  utidal 
asked  myself^  is  it  possible  that  any  thin;  ma 
could  in  conscience  be  demanded )  Vbca  1  it 
fleet  that  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  itudoi 
fourth  part  of  a  man's  inoc«ne,  for  cine  na  m 
of  ten  spend  all  thdr  income,  and  whai  I  rm 
looted,  also,  that  most  men  of  money  ik  k^* 
ed  with  twenty-five  per  cent,  interest,  I  tibJb- 
ed  if  it  w^  poesible  that  the  manufactorwifl 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  this  amount,  isA  nt 
yet  anxious  to  get  more.  There  is  h^v 
nan  in  a  thousand  believes  that  he  ptji  tn^ 
five  cents  on  every  dollar  that  he  Isyioit;  d 
yet,  air,  what  will  be  his  aatoniahmeut  wiaii  i 
comes  to  learn  that  he  pays  the  double  Ef  i> 
The  rejection  of  the  bill  Jost  mentimeJ  pm 
that  the  tax  is  over  twenty-five  per  cat*  | 
they  would  have  taken  iL  Then,  whit  st! 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory,  in  hi)  m1«* 
tions  submitted  to  this  Eonse,  places  it  tt  tt?-  ' 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent. ;  other  calmUi* 
make  it  a  fraction  over  fifty.  Now,  J  deoai 
if  it  be  less  than  either  of  these  snnu,  i^ 
some  friend  of  the  tariff  immedial«l]'  ax  o 
his  place,  and  state  what  it  is.  Undiogsof 
position  to  this  statement,  I  set  it  don  *  ! 
granted,  that  the  duty  is  sMnewhere  ii  di  < 
neighborhood  of  fifty  per  cenL  upon  la  iw 
age,  on  all  the  nsual  articles  of  oonsmyii^  ' 
B((cn  as  cottons,  woollens,  iron,  aolt^  sogn,  ^  , 
fee,  and  all  kinds  of  tools  and  fannmg  ileisa  I 
I  shaU,  then,  for  the  sake  of  easy  cttnlKW 
place  It  at  fifty.  This  point  being  adjoiUd'  i 
proceed  to  state  another,  which  ia  neceaiTB  . 
my  purpose,  and  in  which  there  can  be  Eh)  ' 
or  DO  diapnte.  It  is  this :  the  prioe  (tf  u  in-  | 
cle  ia  increased  the  amonnt  of  the  ^^'^J^  ' 
establishment  of  this  potation  will  be  p(i^pH»  . 
until  I  owae  to  anawer  the  aigunieiil  «™  \ 
gantlemani  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  SnwW 
on  that  sabjeot.  One  oUiier  pwut  is  •!»*■ 
mitted,  viz.,  that  the  consumer  pgptlieih?-  | 
and  this  for  the  present,  is  enough  (orajp'- 
pose,  though  I  think  I  shall  hereafter  be  lO^  I 
sustain  the  views  of  the  gentleman  (run  G^  ! 
Cfu^lina,  that  the  prodncer  pays  the  tai.  "* 
three  thin^  being  settled,  to  wit,  Gnl>  "^ 


the  duty ;  and,  third,  that  the 
the  duty,  I  proceed  to  present  an  iUiBtrtM 
of  its  burdensome  effects  upon  the  P'*"*^ 
the  South.  Suppose,  Mr.  Chainiiiii,  ia»« 
of  the  Atlantic  Oceaij,  &  straight,  nwTO»"* 
ronnmg  from  Maine  to  Mobile,  dirided  iBj* 
the  old-world;  and  suppose  all  the  di^ 
factories  in  the  United  Sutea,  indeed  of  m 


I,  1S3S.] 


DEBATES  01'  CONGRESS. 


Dstered  in  gironps  in  the  Northern  and  Uiddle 
atos,  were  gtrnng,  at  saitable  interrHls,  oil 
ong  on  this  side  of  this  dividing  stream ;  im- 

re  similar  and  corresponding  factories  on 
other  aide,  eiactl7  opposite  to  those  on 
lis;  and  that  B  convenient  bridse  leads  from 
le  to  the  other :  here,  then,  ire  DAve  present- 
il  Dot  only  two  sinular  places  of  supplies,  but 
iro  noorkets  for  the  produce  of  the  planters. 
jLstetkd  of  sending  their  produce  to  these  msr- 
bts,  as  is  usual,  through  the  tuencj  of  mer- 
bants,  each  planter  beoomes  nia  own  mer- 

eant.  Now,  air,  suppose  one  presents  himself 
th  hia  cotton  at  a  woollen  factorj,  and  de- 
dres  to  purchase  a  bale  of  blankets,  he  is  told 
the  price  is  fifty  dollars,  but  that,  on  the  other 
ride  of  the  stream,  a  preaisoly  umilar  bale  can 
be  hod  for  twenty-five.  Having  an  eaay  and 
convenient  bridge,  every  one  perceives  he 
wonld  have  no  hesitation  in  selecting  this 
cheaper  market.  Bat  when  he  arrives  at  the 
fbot  of  the  bridge,  he  is  met  by  a  cnstom-faonft 
officer,  who  informs  him  that  if  he  bnys  his 
blankets  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  he  will 
have  to  pay  one-half  of  them  to  the  Govern- 
ment, so  that  he  might  as  well  lay  oat  his 
money  with  the  factory  man  on  tbia  side.  He 
inquires  why  is  it  that  I  have  to  pay  half  my 
prodncB  to  the  Government  t  He  ia  answered, 
all  the  owners  of  factories  strung  np  and  down 
this  river  have  united  and  made  their  poor 
workmen  believe  they  ooght  to  be  protected  by 
Government,  and  they  have  been  artflilly  put 
np  to  clamor  for  relief^  until  the  Government 
has  compelled  you  to  pay  half  yonr  blankets  to 
me  for  her  nse,  or  half  yonr  money  to  them, 
and  now  you  may  take  your  choice.  Of  conrse, 
he  puts  himself  to  no  ^rther  trouble,  rttnms, 
makes  the  purchase,  and  loses  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, which  the  manu&ctarer  pockets.  That 
this  is  the  precise  operation  of  the  tariff  system 
upon  every  article  which  a  planter  pnrchases, 
ts  as  certam  as  death ;  and  I  defy  any  one  to 
detect  a  fallacy  in  tlie  atatement.  And,  ^, 
here  is  the  proper  place  to  exhibit  the  effect 
which  thU  system  has  npon  our  produce.  Ad- 
mit for  the  sake  of  aroimient,  as  stated  by  the 
gendeman  from  Soutn  Carolina,  (Ur.  Dbat- 
TOK,)  that  a  repeal  of  the  tariff  would  not  affect 
the  price  of  cotton,  yet  is  it  not  obvious  that 
if  the  price  of  cotton  is  eight  dollars  per  hnn- 
dred,  and  half  that  amount  is  ptud  in  tax, 
whenever  laid  oat,  it  cannot  be  worth  hnt  fbnr 
dollara  to  the  planter  1  Now,  take  off  this  tax, 
and  though  the  price  might  not  rise,  yet  no  one 
can  doubt  the  cotton  is  worth  fonr  dollars  more 
to  him,  in  the  additional  necessaries  which  it 
will  command. 

As  (o  the  condition  of  the  Booth,  in  relation 
to  the  common  comforts  of  life,  it  haa  no  possi- 
ble dependence  npon  the  North.  ViUi  its 
forty-five  millions  of  eiports,  if  that  Immense 
snm  conld  be  permitted  to  circulate  among 
themselves,  it  would,  in  reference  to  the  eon- 
veDtenr«e  of  living,  and  the  facilities  of  subsist' 
ence,  become  one  of  the  happiest  regions  of 


the  earth.  It  would  give  life  to  commeroe  with 
its  thousand  connections.  It  wonld  give  a  new 
spring  to  agrieultnre,  and  fresh  energy  to  oor 


smile  with  tokens  of  the  most  extended  pros- 
perity. And,  sir,  this  briDEs  me  to  the  con- 
sideration of  an  idea  advanoed  by  the  gentleman 
fVom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Cbawtobd,)  who  con- 
trasted the  post  and  present  situation  of  the 
Korth,  while  it  was  without  the  aid  of  South- 
ern taxation.  Then  it  was  drooping  under  the 
wastiog  malady  of  poverty,  now  it  isflouishing 
in  all  tJle  bloom  of  invigorating  activity ;  then 
it  presented  one  wide  sarface  of  stagnant  em~ 
ployment,  now  all  was  a  living  cnrrent  of  plenty 
and  gladness ;  then  donbt  and  d^ection  hnng 
upon  every  oountenanoe,  now  oonfidenoe  ana 
--'    --•  -  beam  from  every  eye.    Sir,  I  could 


not  bnt  say  to  myself!  how  selfish  it  man — that 
man,  too,  who  should  be  a  brother,  and  tiiat 
brother  who  should  feel  for  a  brother's  woes. 
Did  it  never  occur  to  the  gentleman,  while 
slowing  with  the  emotions  of  Joy  at  the  eljsiaa 
happiness  of  his  immediato  home,  that,  perad- 
veotnre  some  other  section  of  hb  couuti*/  was 
yet  groaning  under  that  condititm  which  formed 
the  dork  shade  of  the  ploa^g  picture  of  proa- 
fterity  which  he  has  Joat  portrayed  t  If  r.  Chair- 
man, if  some  stranger  to  our  land,  accompanied 
by  a  Mentor  who  uiew  all  its  varied  relaUons, 
should  enter  it  in  the  North,  and  pervade  it 
froraHaine  to  Mobile,  having  all  its  minute  parts 
and  characteristics  explained  by  his  guide,  what 
wonld  he  behold !  Throufd)  the  cold  reoion 
of  the  Northj  amidst  its  bald  and  barren  hills 
and  sterile  ndges,  he  will  discover  cheerfU 
hamlets,  glistening  villages,  flouriahing  towns 
springing  np  as  by  magic,  and  orowdM  cities 
isplaying,  by  their  marble  oolomna  and  gilded 


that  fiowB  by  this  hill,  will  be  peroeivt  Ccdl 
employment  for  labor,  well  rewarded ;  content- 
ment shining  on  every  face;  riches,  in  all  their 
gayest  profusion,  ministering  their  luxuries  to 
some,  competency  distiibnting  her  milder  com- 
forts to  otnera,  and  sufficiency  dealing  out  its 
more  moderate  supplies  to  aU;  but,  sir,  when 
he  crosses  the  Potomac,  what  will  he  discover  i 
In  this  land  of  fertility — of  most  proprtioas  soil 
and  genial  climate,  where  every  valnaUa  pro- 
dnctjon  of  natnre  is  reared,  where  the  earth 
t«ems  with  a  perpetnal  golden  harvest,  spring- 
ing from  its  fraitAil  plains  or  mineral  moim- 
taiDS,  what,  I  repeat,  will  he  behold  I  Farma 
wboae  orchards  have  decayed,  whose  honaes 
are  tumbling  into  ruins,  whose  fenses  have 
rotted  and  sunk  into  the  boaom  of  brian — vil- 
lages whose  grassgrown  footways  are  choked 
with  weeds,  whose  habitations  on  the  outskirts 
have  been  left  to  the  slumbers  of  some  strolling 
flock,  whose  once  smiling  gardena,  in  the  beao- 
tifnl  language  of  the  poet,  present  nothing  now 
"  But  malted  sbnibi,  where  birds  forget  to  sing, 
And  silent  baU  in  drowsy  closten  cling." 


H.  or  B.] 

And,  sir,  this  U  the  piotnre  that  belongs,  bnt 
with  a  few  exceptions,  to  all  the  towns  snd 
cities  of  tiiia  once  flonrisiiing  country.  I  coald 
give  70D  a  moat  feeling  account  of  a  cttj  in  my 
own  State,  once  the  pride  of  the  Bonth,  the 
bns7  mart  of  one  of  the  ereatest  staples  of  the 
euib,  the  source  of  wealth,  the  seat  then  and 
DOT  of  hospitality,  aod  every  generoos  Tirtoe ; 
bat  what  is  the  fate  of  Savannah)  Let  her 
witiiering  commerce  and  her  HJTiVing  dwellings 
tell  the  stor7 ;  and,  sir,  to  yonr  American  sys- 
tem will  she  point  70Q  for  the  cause  of  alt  her 
misfortunes.  Why  ie  it,  this  stranger  wonld 
natorallj  inqaire,  that  I  perceive  snch  a  differ- 
ence between  these  two  great  sections  of  conn- 
by,  eepeciallj  when  soch  a  mysterioas  oontra- 
dicuon  is  exhibited  as  to  their  natural  advan- 
t^est  On  one  side,  eve^  thing  that  could 
make  a  country  prosperons,  while,  on  tbe  other, 
tiiere  seems  to  be  nothing  that  wonld  present 
the  exact  reverse.  Bis  director  would  be  com- 
pelled to  answer,  it  has  all  been  done  by  the 
■ingnlar  device  of  legislation.  The  mere  opera- 
.  tion  of  bonun  law,  actuated  by  the  selfisbnees 
of  human  natm«,  has  done  &is  foul  deed  of 
mischief;  has  drawn,  secretly  and  insidiously, 
all  the  resonrces  of  the  Boutb  to  the  Northern 
and  Middle  Btates.  We  have  generally  been 
instmcted  to  believe  that  man  afone,  in  his  in- 
^vidnal  character,  is  disposed  to  be  a  despot, 
bnt  a  relation  of  a  whole  community  is  some- 
times as  great  a  tyrant,  and  we  are  often  de- 
otived  and  lulled  into  seenrity  mider  the  tame 
belief  that  it  is  intended  to  protect,  and  not  to 
destroy,  when  itoftens  happens  that  some  com- 
bination of  robberv  or  usurpers  have  artfully 
transferred  their  power  into  the  form  of  taw, 
aiid,  in  that  way,  as  effectually  accomplished 
the  purposes  of  fraud  and  ambition  as  if  achieved 
by  the  dagger  or  the  titgot.  And  in  all  the 
country  of  the  Boutb,  &om  Virginia  to  Qeorg^ 
it  may  lie  truly  said — 
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I  come  now  to  the  second  ground  of  expe- 
diency, that  the  system  "  is  danfferi      -     -' 


the 


peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union."  Ur.  Chair- 
man, this  country  was  never,  perhaps,  except 
in  time  of  war,  in  a  higher  degree  of  excite- 
ment. We  hear  of  meetings  at  the  North ;  in- 
deed, very  targe  ones  have  lately  twen  gotten 
np  to  dictate  to  the  House  the  course  it  must 
pnrsue ;  we  bear  of  Legislatures  pursuing  tbe 
same  course,  and  saying  the  protecting  system 
shall  not  only  not  be  repealM,  hut  it  shall  not 
be  relaxed ;  we  hear  of  the  presses  saying  that 
even  the  measures  of  compromise  suggested, 
with  the  best  intentions,  by  tbe  Administration, 
fbr  the  sake  of  jteace,  wilt  be  resisted  by  "  a 
mlltion  of  mnsket-beanng  people."  Now,  sir, 
when  the  South  acts  or  talks  Qme,  it  is  treason  1 
She  must  suffer,  and  if  she  complains  in  a  tone 
any  thing  aljove  the  strain  of  supplication^  she 
)b  rebuked  for  insolence,  and  charged  with  a 
design  to  diememt>er  the  Union.    Mr.  Chair- 
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man,  this  people  cannot  bear  every  this;,  ali 
portentous  sign  has  lately  appeared  ii  ^ 
Soutli.  Two  States  have  met  togeibo,  ^ 
told  to  each  other  the  story  of  th^  vnn^i 
a  temper  tliat  cannot  be  miataken.  Tiktn 
how  you  trifle  with  a  people  stnig^iif  h 
litierty;  you  live  but  one  generation  ramii 
from^a  cose,  wliich  I  shall  prcMUl;  im 
you,  that  affords  the  lesson  of  how  imdi  a 
injured  people  can  suffer,  and  exactly  tf  >k 
point  they  will  avenge  their  insolta.  In 
thousand  people,  bnrmng  with  a  justanmrf 
their  sufferings,  have  recently  declaied  Ji 
gallant  son  of  the  South,  whow  chivihjrf 
patriotism  deserved  the  aentiment,  in  vie*  rft 
determination  to  resist  oppresdiHi,  if  HE » 
lievod,  that  he  was  "a  patriot  without  Eenai 
without  reproacli.  He  has  generoudj  derod 
himself  to  the  defence  of  Sontbem  riihu  al 
Bouthem  interests,  and  is  qualified  uifti^ 
crisis.  And  Southern  people  will  eaapmlm 
in  the  great  cause  in  every  peril,  ana  iltiai 
hazard."  Uark  well  this  feeling  I  It  din  1 
spirit  ttiat  will  never  flag.  nntU  itwsiBid 
swells  every  boaom  from  the  Potomac  to  li 
Mississipiii. 

Mr.  Ciiwman,  history  is  AiU  of  initndiii 
admonitions  on  the  subject  of  invaded  iiba^; 
and  how  certdn  the  refienbnents  aC  itttja- 
pie  wilt  t}e  aroused  in  defence  of  that  aioapt 
oious  of  all  Heaven's  best  giih  to  man.  1u 
the  few  are  insidious,  the  many  arepi&ii; 
white  tyranny  is  secret  and  crafty,  deiDOoq 
is  open,  generous,  and  forbearing ;  but  then  ■ 
a  crids  in  every  thing,  and  a  point  bejJ 
which  even  slavery  will  not  suffer.  ¥cihidl 
learn  wisdom  from  experience.  Otirona- 
nals  present  the  most  illnstriouc  case  1^  1» 
man  persecution,  resisted  by  the  moit  ccmsa 
mate  courage  and  daring.  We  have  t  Iw* 
not  yet  uxty  years  old,  replete  with  1  ooai 
that  can  never  be  loo  often  consalt*d;  iii' 
oonnsel  that  cannot  deceive ;  it  is  a  noiiU 
that  win  not  betray ;  it  possesaee  a  feeling  dift 
touches  the  heart  without  ■ngniRh,  thoip  i^* 
connected  with  a  atory  that  must  ianra  h> 
upon  onr  regrets,  ItistbisBtru^eforEbatr, 
this  memorable  contest  for  principle,  I  EhiU  m 
day  invoke  in  behalf  of  a  people  snfii«ta|'* 
the  same  unholy  oppresdon.  It  is  ( ^^^ 
\jght  that  cannot  be  extlugnished ;  as^bdn 
maven,  in  favor  of  my  suffering  cosmliT"* 
will  I  match  this  torch  of  the  revolntioB," 
snuff  it  and  flash  it  in  your  faces. 

In  speaking  of  the  causes  wLich  led  to  u( 
revolution,  a  disdnguished  orat«r,  (Joel  BtHofJ 
Just  after  its  happy  termination,  brilliwtljt* 
served :  "  It  was  not  the  quantitj  of  the  Vi.i 
was  not  the  mode  of  appropriation,  bnt  il  «»* 
right  of  tlie  demand,  that  was  caUcdinqoaO* 
Upon  this  the  people  deliberated;  thii  tkfl 
discnssed  in  a  cool  and  dispasMonat^  mius; 
and  this  they  opposed,  in  every  shwe  iWa 
artM  and  systematic  Ministry  ^^'''''^^''iJjS 
more  than  ten  years  l)erore  they asawoMW 
Eword.    Tbb  single  tdrcnnutance,  isda  b> 
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he  magnitude  of  the  ooutest^  will  stamp  »  pe- 
nliar  glorf  od  the  Amerioan  rerolntion,  and 
urk  it  as  a  diatiogaished  era  in  the  historj  of 
unkind." 

We  are  not  onl  j  qoertioning  the  "  right  of  the 
iemutd,"  trat  we  nave  the  peculiar  asgraTation 
f  not  only  an  intolerable  "quantitr''of  "tax," 
lat  tliat  tax  la  traneferred  from  tJte  bosom  of 
or  people,  and  "  appropriated  "  in  other  conn- 
ries.  Before  I  prooeed  to  the  comparison 
rhich  it  la  taj  intention  to  makejitianecessarv' 
listinctl^  to  state  the  exact  principle  in  botlk 
SMS,  and  then  show  with  what  renutrkable 
Idelit;  the  facts  will  nutain  the  analog;.  The 
oloniea  were,  as  the  States  are  now,  independ- 
mt  of  each  other;  and  Qreat  Britain,  the 
nother  eouQtry,  oonetitnted  their  federal  head, 
To  them  ttie  mother  country  was  what  the 
general  Government  now  is  to  the  Stales, 
Hie  latter  is  onr  federal  ttead.  Qreat  Britun 
naint^ned  that  she  had  a  right  "  to  tax  the 
xdontes  in  all  cases  whatever,"  The  colonies 
lenied  i^  and  contended  thti  she  had  only  the 
'ight  to  tax  them  throngh  the  regulation  of 
XHnmeroe  as  revenne,  and  for  their  benefit; 
iut  saob  taxes  oonld  not  be  token  and  applied 
ya  laj  other  pnrpose  whatever ;  that  no  direct 
tax  at  all  contd  be  laid  npoa  them  without  their 
Mnsent,  and  then  onl;  for  the  nse  of  the  oolo- 
iIh,  and  to  be  granted  by  their  own  Legiala- 
Inrea.  The  General  Government  m^ntabu  that 
die  has  a  right  to  "  tax  the  States  in  all  cases 
rhatever."  The  States  danj  this  right,  and 
Mmtend  t3iat  it  con  only  tax  Uiem,  through  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  as  revenae,  for  the 
lingle  purpose  alone  of  sopporting  the  Govern- 
ment, and  consequeatlv  for  their  oeuefitgener- 
aUj  and  equally  ;  and  that,  aa  Great  Britun 
oonld  not  tax  l£e  coloniw  for  her  own  benefit 
■t  home,  or  carry  their  money  out  of  the  colo- 
nies to  be  spent  on  objects  nneonnected  wiUi 
Uidr  colonial  ooDdition,  so  the  General  Gcvem- 
■nent  cannot  tax  the  Slates  for  the  benefit  of 
mannfictnrea,  a  distinct  interest  from  that  of 
the  Government;  in  other  words,  it  cannot 
take  money,  by  way  of  taxation,  from  one  por- 
tion of  the  St^es,  to  be  spent  in  another,  to 
■opport  an  iudividnal  interest  different  from 
that  of  the  Union,  where  all  are  alike  con- 
oemed.  The  proposition  is  now  fairly  mode. 
Let  any  Miperilcial  reader  examine  the  causes 
wliich  led  to  the  revolntion,  and  he  will  find 
that  the  colonies,  thongh  as  States  they  are 
now  greatly  more  oppresoed  in  some  quarters, 
yet  then  they  flashed  like  lightning  at  tlie 
lightest  invadon  of  their  rights.  Great  Britun 
in  two  hundred  years,  with  all  her  power  and 
ingenuity,  and  apparently  with  tenfold  more 
■ight,  was  never  able,  in  the  internal  regnlations 
of  the  colonies,  to  dnvethefirst  entering  wedge 
Into  what  they  considered  nnconstllational  tax- 
ation ;  nor   in   that  time  did  she  accomplish 

what  the  General  Government  has  done  in  the 

short  apace  of  eighteen  years.    Yariona  < 
(he  acts,  and  at  various  times  and  under  vai 

■tatca  of  feeling  were  they  urged,  to  establish 


the  principle  that  the  mother  oonstry  hod  the 
right  "to  Dind  the  colonies  in  all  oases  what- 
ever," The  result  of  soch  en  nnnatnral  and 
abhorrent  experiment  mnst  be  fresh  upon  Uie 
recollecUou  of  every  one,  save,  perhaps,  the 
miagaided  and  infatuated  rnlers  of  the  Geoerol 
Government,  Long  and  ardent  were  their  op- 
position against  the  attempts  of  the  British 
Parliament  t«-rivet  u^n  them  her  port  laws, 
navigation  acts,  admu^ty  regulations,  new 
modes  of  trial,  of  appointing  officers,  stomp 
acts,  and  torifb  for  regulating  their  trade. 
Opinions,  resulting  from  uieir  oppreasioni,  stim- 
nlated  them  to  mitigated  resutance,  which 
spread  through  America,  were  intrepidly  main- 
tained against  the  usurpations  of  the  mother 
country,  and  finally  terminated  in  their  ao- 
knowleoged  indqtoidenoe. 

Before  I  cloae  thia  branch  of  the  anltjeot,  I 
must  refer  the  committee  to  a  part  of  Dr. 
Franklin's  eiamiaation  before  a  oommittaa  of 
Parliament  on  the  subject  of  the  discontents  in 
the  colonies ;  for  it  is  so  pertinent  to  the  case 
of  the  South,  that  it  were  treacherous  in  me  to 
omit  it.  Among  the  vast  variety  of  questions 
that  were  asked  him,  aU  of  which  he  answered 
with  great  wisdom,  and  the  moot  nnnanal 
promptness,  were  the  following,  viz : 

'■Do  not  vou  think  tbey  would  mbmtt  to  the 
atonp  set,  il^it  was  modified,  the  obnoxiotis  ports 
taken  out,  and  the  duty  redoesd  to  some  particulars 
of  imiU  moment?    No;   ihey  will  never  submit 


ighl  of  ParlianieDt  lelaling  to  America,  in< 
,  power  to  tax  the  people  UiereF  [For  the 
&ctaren.]     Tes,  I  have  beard  of  such  reaoln- 

"  What  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  Americans  on 
those  resolniionsT  They  will  think  them  nnoonati* 
tntiooal  and  unjosL 

"But  who  ia  to  Jndge  of  that,  Britain  or  the 
oolonyT    Those  that  feet  can  best  judge." 

Tes,  sir,  and  we  who  feel  will  Judge,  oome 
what  will  I 

8^d  this  same  committee  to  tiie  American 
saga; 

"  If  the  act  ia  not  repealed,  what  do  you  think 
will  be  the  consequences  f    A  total  loss  of  tba  re- 

r:t  and  affection  the  people  of  America  bear  to 
mother  country,  and  of  aU  ibe  commerce  that 
depends  on  that  respect  and  auction." 

And  I,  too,  will  answer  for  the  Bonth,  if  yonr 
tariff  act  is  not  repealed,  awiqr  go  oil  the  re- 
spect and  affection  which  can  alone  moke  thia 
Union  any  longer  deurable. 

What  was  the  issue  of  aU  this,  Mr.  Oh^- 
man)  Keed  I  tell  yon !  Itmnfrtbef^^shinthe 
recollection  of  every  man  present.  Indeed,  if 
it  were  not  fh>m  a  knowledge  of  the  histoiy  of 
that  day,  which  some,  perhm>s,  care  not  to 
know,  and  others  strive  to  forget,  yet  there  ia 
an  occasion  once  a  year  when  it  is  brought  to 
tjieu*  remembrance  by  a  aacred  political  observ- 
ance which  ia  designed  for  that  especial  pnr- 
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pose.  I  bold  in  mj  hand  the  homilj  thftt  is 
used  OD  that  Babbath  of  onr  iDdepeodenoe,  & 
port  of  vliich  it  ia  mj  intention  to  read  on  this 
occasion  as  containing  my  doctrines,  and  I  care 
not  for  the  Dame  bj  which  it  is  called,  for 
names  are  nothing,  against  tyraiuiy  and  nsiir- 
pation ;  and  nnder  these  tides  I  rank  eTery 
thing  that  violates  the  constitntion  of  the  conn- 
tr;.  What  I  am  abont  to  read  perhaps  was 
never  read  before  but  with  feelings  of  delight, 
except  as  to  those  against  whose  despotism  it 
was  levelled,  and  whose  oppressiona  it  was  in- 
tended to  blast.  It  may  now,  for  anght  I 
know,  encounter  another  eioeption. 

"  We  bold  these  truths  to  be  self-«vldent,  that 
an  meD  are  created  equal ;  that  thej  are  endowed 
bf  their  Creator  with  certain  uoalienable  lights; 
^at  amongst  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiaesi.  That,  to  secure  these  righta,  Gorem- 
nents  we  Instituted  among  men,  deriving  tbelr 
jost  powers  from  theconseDtofthegoTemed;  that 
wlieDeTeraujrformof  Gofemmentbecomeadastruc- 
tiie  of  these  ends,  it  'a  the  right  of  the  people  to 
aller  or  to  abolish  it,  and  lo  Institute  new  Gorem- 
ment,  laying  its  foundatioD  on  such  principles,  and 
organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  likely  to  oflect  their  gafety  and  bapjjness. 
Prudence  indeed  will  dictate  that  Oovenunenls  ions 
established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
transient  causes  ;  and,  accordingly,  all  experience 
hath  shown  that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to 
■nffer,  while  evils  are  suKrabk,  than  to  right  them- 
aelvea  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  wlilch  the;  are 
accustomed.  Bat  when  a  long  tr^  of  abases  and 
nsnrpalion,  paraning  inTariably  the  eaioe  object, 
evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them  mider  abscdute 
despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw 
off  sach  GoremnteDtjaud  to  provide  new  guards  for 
their  future  aecurity. 

So  man  can  object  to  this  doctrine.  If  there 
be  anch  a  one,  let  him  step  forth  before  the 
democracy  of  America,  and  I  will  venture  to 
predict  he  will  stand  ont  confessed  an  Amer- 
ican monopolist.  Among  the  enumeration  of 
grievances  pnblished  t6  the  world  in  that 
memorable  instroment,  part  of  whioh  I  have 
jnst  read,  the  following  are  to  be  found : 

"  For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

"For  impodng  taxes  upon  us  without  our  Gon- 

"lo  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  we  have 
petitioned  for  redresi  in  the  most  humble  terms ; 
our  repeated  petitiona  have  been  answered  only  by 
repealed  iqjarj." 

Mow,  dr,  liattin  to  the  catastrophe,  and  may 
it  tank  deep  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
mshing  to  a  similar  destiny,  not  only  deaf  to 
all  entreaties,  but  blind  to  those  dire  conse- 
qnencesfrom  which  the  land  is  not  yet  relieved, 
and  the  blood  of  which  has  scarcely  ceased 
smoking  to  heaven. 

"A.  prince  whose  character  is  thus  marked  by 
every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  onGt  t    ' 
mlcr  of  a  free  people," 

Enough  of  quotations!     Can  principles  be 


pMner,  or  langnage  more  eiplidtl  1h 
miannderatands  this  doctrine  I  Viliitteal 
that  onrs  is  a  case  different  from  tbeuliM)' 
That  we  are  repre«ented  in  Congreas,  od,  t» 
sequent)/,  whatever  taxes  are  in^oeed,  tit* 
posed  by  onr  repreaentatiTeal  Bir,  tiki 
solemn  mockery,  it  is  adding  insnh  to  i^ 
What,  tar,  break  down  the  dear  diadnciiaiji 
the  ooiistitntion,  prostrate  the  limits  of  fsn 
in  that  saered  instrament  intended  to  Sia 
bonndaries  around  the  will  of  the  mncnnfi 
the  safe  protection  of  the  min<Hity,k(Bk 
unlimited  and  uncontrollable  diseretion  <(  fl> ! 
majority  to  do  what  they  l^eaM,  asd  dn  v ; 
we  are  represented,  and  nost  aobaiitl  SI  i 
insolent  and  insuflferable  podtioo  I  Sir,  I )» ! 
X  that  the  Sottthem  Btatee  conU  Mk 
inaolted  and  abused  if  HieywcnEifMll 
from  the  rest  of  the  State\  and  thsmtttW' 
.  _  by  this  city  waa  widened  to  the  Ml  j 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  majoritr  vIM  I 
now  wields  their  destmy  waa  toretJretoHbi 
delphia,  and  there,  withoot  a,siagle  mudil 
minority,  pass  the  system  tht^nowgriufelka 
'  the  dost  and  attempt  to  carry  it  into  M 
. .  er  that  then  distant  people.  Does  igiiiip 
feeble,  powerless,  hand-bound  minority  mf 
a  reckless  majority,  who  are  restdved  t»» 
leap  the  entrenchments  thrown  tnmi  ii 
rights  of  the  former,  and  to  know  no  twi 
but  those  of  their  will,  ao  effectually  h 
the  great  ends  of  equal  representa&n, 
whatever  is  done  ahall  be  Justified  uBdaW 
valnableprininplel  Sir,  Uuacnmotbeimat 
maintuned.  The  membera  of  0»  SdoA  4* 
as  well  he  at  home,  &r  -iingHiif  Ibtnai* 
here  with  this  unchanged  mqcn^,  vbmil 
have  neither  wei^t  nor  infloenoe,  mIj  ani 
to  have  them  mocked  with  tlie  pieUur*" 
their  burdens  are  impoaed  np<m  thai 
witii  their  own  oonsenL 

Doea  any  one  believe  tliat  thepeeiibi'P 
United  States  meant  no  mon  bj  the  renMi 
than  a  mere  ohangeof  maatenl  TbaiibiM 
of  novelty  alone  luts  indnoed  them  to  f^* 
one  set  of  fetters,  merely  to  impose  nO* 

!>reoiseIy  similar,  beconse  th^  are  of  tlxitM 
brgiiw)  Why  stm^e  throuf^  ewrotM 
of  suffering,  why  Emit  nndw  everj  JuMT 
why  waste  the  weaUh  and  saoifiM  >!>•  I** 
of  an  infant  countrjr,  to  maintain  andJM' 
the  principle  of  self-internal  goTwamMi,  ■ 
the  unalienable  right  of  proper^,  it,  '^^J* 
work  was  aooompliabed,  thoy  ehoidii  « 
torn  round,  and  throw  themsaivej,  ia**" 
made  manadea,  at  the  feet  of  aartli*  (P"' 
The  thing  is  too  intolerable  hrtheww* 
credulity.  Motives  always  dtfenatee  tbe  or 
aoter  of  an  action,  and  the  revdotiafl  ('■  * 
tion  is  gnided  by  as  settled  an  intaat, m>* 
as  fixed  an  otnoiA,  as  the  smallest  ""^ 
ofsnindividnal;  and  thejartrqiraadaHr 
or  madness  is  alike  a]^ilicaUe  te  e^^** 
would  have  been  tboiuht  of  ao  indim*'^ 
should  thus  have  «cted t  We  havs  *«•* 
dearly  indicated  the  motive  of  tbt  nnw» 
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t  was  Dot  a  change  of  tTranU.  It  was  to  w- 
nre  &nd  preserve  niiinipaired  thst  Beparate  and 
xclnsiTe  independenoe  which  belonced  to  the 
Itotea,  not  in  their  joint  bnt  Mveraf  capacity. 
Ikving  trimnpbed  in  their  perilous  nndertaUng, 
lot,  however,  without  enooontering  the  most 
a^ieakable  difficoltiea,  which  left  in  their  train 
Htloosieij  ther  could  never  appease,  and  hnr- 
ens  thej  coold  not  diaehsrfe,  which  exposed 
hem  to  dieeenslons  from  within,  or  invasion 
rom  without ;  they  were  willing  to  transfer, 
nd  nothing  more,  the  right  of  protection  which 
lad  inat  been  forfeited  by  the  mother  conntry 
0  the  more  tender  and  parental  oare  of  the 
federal  Government.  It  was  physical  and  not 
Doral  fbroe ;  it  was  strength  and  not  intelli- 
^□ce,  needed  and  songht  by  the  Stfttes.  Any 
hing  more  than  thU  never  was  intended. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the  subjeot  of  the  Uuion, 
ind  I  have  done.  We  have  been  aocnsed  of  a 
vant  of  attachment  to  the  Union.  Such  a 
diarge  I  fling  back  in  the  teeth  of  onr  acoasers. 
Vhat  I  the  South  disaffected  to  the  Union  I  The 
Joutfa  that  suffered  so  mnch  in  the  revolution- 
try  war  from  the  common  enemy,  from  savages 
m  her  frontier,  and  tories,  worse  than  aavagee, 
n  her  very  heajt  1  The  South,  tliat  so  mllantly 
q>ened  her  purse  and  shed  her  bkiod  in  the 
Bit  war  with  the  BritLih  and  Indians,  wb«]  In 

mother  quarter .    But  I  forbear.  It  cannot 

M  believed  that  the  South  is  disloyal.  "Who 
irere  the  onpportera  of  Jefferson,  and  Madison, 
ud  Monroe  t  And  who,  more  than  Jefferson, 
ICadison,  and  Monroe,  were  the  defenders  of 
ihose  repablicBH  princiolee  which  moved,  di- 
rected, and  consmnmatea  the  revolution  of '76, 
ind  were  happily  hii  at  the  foundation  of  the 
Federal  Government?  Did  the  South  keep 
iMck  when  the  ITorth  refused  to  give  apasacri- 
loe  rightfully  necessary  to  support  and  defend 
the  principles  of  the  constitution  I  No,  sir ;  it 
is  a  slander  to  whisper  the  aligbtest  luspidon 
at  disloyalty  against  the  South.  We  are  at- 
tached, wuittly  attached,  to  the  Uuion ;  not,  it 
is  true,  for  its  money,  for  we  pay  all  and  get 
nothing ;  but  it  b  for  those  n-ee  and  liberal 
prindplea  so  dear  to  the  rights  of  man ;  those 
principles  that  form  the  best  seonrityfor  his 
Eife,  liberty,  and  property,  without  which  neither 
mion  nor  any  uiing  else  is  worth  preserving, 
[n  the  words  of  a  great  man,  ^ve  os  onion,  but 
^ve  ns  liberty  fint.  Do  not  deprive  us  of  all 
Mr  blessings  under  tiie  empty  sound  of  union. 
Do  not  steal  Avm  us  our  senses  nnder  the  be- 
iritching  charm  of  union.  Do  not,  like  the 
lUdagascar  bat^  suck  us  to  deatii  while  yon  are 
tuning  ne  to  sleep  by  the  eoolingbreezes  of 
ronr  wide-spread  wings  of  union.  We  begin  to 
imdersand  all  this  delusion,  and  we  are  awake 
to  the  sufferings  yon  have  insldioualj  inflicted 
open  us  by  the  talisman  of  union.  If  you  will 
Dot  with^w  your  exactions,  if  you  will  not 
tive  with  us  upon  the  terras  of  equal  rights,  I 
tell  yoninthelanguageof  plain  truth,  to  which, 
perbiqia,  yon  are  nnaccostomed,  we  shall  cer- 
tamly  part  from  yon,  and  part,!  hope,  inpeaoe. 


Then  yon  may  hng  to  yourselvei*  your  darling 
American  system ;  then  you  may  tax  your 
people  to  your  hearts'  content ;  and  then,  if  you 
choose,  yoo  may  take  to  yourselves  other  gods ; 
bnt,  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  tiie 
Lord  of  Liberty,  and  all  the  people  of  the  Sonth 
shall  cry,  amen. 

Fridat,  June  IS. 
Th«  Tariff'~I>iiemtmttifat  South. 

Mr.  ScmEBLuni  resumed  bis  argument  In 
support  of  the  protective  system,  which  he  in- 
sisted had  had  its  origin  in  Viipnia.  In  sup- 
port of  this  position  he  made  large  quotations 
from  the  Ricluaond  Enquirer  and  the  writings 
of  llr.  Jefferson.  He  adverted  to  the  part 
taken  by  Georgia  at  the  time  the  constitution 
was  adopted,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  course 
taken  by  her  representatives  on  tbe  present 
occasion.  He  commented  upon  the  amount  of 
protection  enjoyed  by  Sonthem  commodities, 
and  applied  the  argoments  advanced  by  the 
opponents  of  tbe  system  to  this  branch  of  legis- 
lative protection,  insisting  that  if  they  would 
consent  to  remove  the  protecting  duty  on  cot- 
ton, the  Northern  mann&otQrerv  could  get  the 
PemanibQco  cotton  in  abaDdanoe  and  on  very 
advantageous  terms.  He  inveighed  agfunst  the 
pc«tions  taken  by  Sontbem  gentlemen  as  not 
going  to  modify,  but  utterly  to  destroy  the  pro- 
tective system,  and  with  it  tbe  entire  mass  of 
mannfactnreB  at  the  North.  As  to  a  seceenm 
of  Geoi^ia,  be  would  not  ask  tbe  gentleman 
from  that  State  (Mr.  Olattoh)  to  stay  in  tbe 
Unicra  because  he  knew  he  would  stay,  $n& 
could  not  do  otherwise  conristently  with  his 
own  interest  He  closed  his  remarks  with  a 
strong  impres^on  of  his  own  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  determination  to  abide  by  it  to  the 
uttermost. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  this  examination  of  the  constitutionality  (^ 
the  tariff,  1  feel  bound  to  vindicate  onr  ances- 
tors fr«m  the  charge  of  authorizing,  in  tbe  con- 
stitDtion,  a  modiiicstion  of  tbe  very  principle 
which  produced  the  revolution.  Who  can  wit- 
ness the  present  struggle  of  the  Southern  States 
for  their  constitutional  rights,  without  being 
struck  with  the  identity  ^  the  contest  which 
the  American  colonies  waged  with  Great  Brit- 
ain? 8ir,  the  history  of  the  two  periods  may 
be  written  in  almost  ttie  some  words — unoonsti- 
tntional  oppression  on  the  part  of  both  Govern- 
ments j  Increasing  discontent  among  the  op- 
pressed portion,  first  manifested  in  petitions, 
and  afterwards  assuming  tbe  bolder  language 
of  remonstrance.  How  long  have  the  Sonthem 
States,  in  tbeir  devotion  to  the  Onion,  b^ged 
and  implored  their  rights  f  They  have  peti- 
tioned and  remonstrated  until  their  remon- 
strances have  been  ''  treated  with  contempt." 
So  f»T  from  producing  any  effect,  tbeir  hardens 
have  been  increased ;  and  while  the  m^ority 
are  buying  np  the  diff'erent  sections  of  tbe 
Union  by  the  plunder  of  the  Bontb,  aod  an 
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gndtuHj  eztcmding  the  cirelo  of  their  power, 
e  inaultlnglr  told  we  miut  Hobmit  to  their 


paaaing  the  (tamp  kct  wu  gre&ter  than  that 
which  hu  imposed  on  hb  our  bordeDii.  There 
were  but  two  or  three  individoaU  who  had  the 
ooursge  to  vote  against  the  pasiage  of  that  bill, 
and  ret  our  anoestors  dared  to  t£iiik  it  nncon- 
■titntional,  and,  in  the  face  of  "  an  anned  t^r- 
atui7,"  to  reiist  its  ezecntioii. 

Sir,  there  ia  an  !ii&taatii»  in  power  which 
"    '   1  it  ioaenuble  to  the    ' 


the  ezdtement,  if  not  the  oppodtjon  to  this 
■Tstem  is  the  South,  li  confiD^to  Sonth  Caro- 
lua ;  and  that  it  haa  been  prodaoed  (here  bj 
disaffected  politidans.  Sir,  this  is  the  very 
itaiapagB  of  the  ro^ral  prodamatioiis  in  relation 
to  Masuchnsetta.  She  was  draonnced  for  her 
disalfeotloD,  and  the  loyaltf  and  fidelity  of  the 
other  colonies  were  played  off  in  contrast  with 
whftt  was  called  her  "rebellious  spirit.' 
was  conadered  and  treated  as  a  Mamadmsetts 
•zntement,  nntil  the  whole  contioent  was  in  a 
Uaze.  The  feelmg  of  old  Faneail  Hall  became 
the  sentiment  of  aU  America :  "  That  the  Brit^ 
iah  I^u4i«meDt  bad  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies 
tat  the  benefit  ot  the  mother  country ;  and  if 
the  odoniee  once  abandoned  the  right  to  tax 
theuuelves,  and  soffbred  Parliament  to  Ua.  them 
•t  discretion,  ther  were  no  longer  free."  Let 
ftentlnDm  not  deoeive  themselves  into  a  belief 
tiiat  the  other  Soathem  States  can  or  will  sepa- 
rate &om  South  Canriina  in  the  coming  straggle 
for  their  common  righta,  whatever  apparent 
difference  there  may  be  as  to  the  manner  In 
which  this  stniggle  shall  commence. 

Sir,  the  first  csnse  of  offence  to  the  colonies 
was  the  iropoMtion  of  a  dnty,  or,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  has  well  expressed  it,  a  tariff 
on  West  India  prodoce  coming  into  the  colcmial 
porta.  This  was  resented  as  an  attempt  to  force 
the  colonies  to  cany  on  their  trade  with  the 
West  Indies  throngh  the  mother  coontry.  It 
was  denounced  as  a  measnre  which  wonld  make 
the  commerce  of  the  States  tributary  to  the 
commerce  of  Old  England.  We  denonnce  the 
tariff  on  the  very  principle  that  it  makes  the 
BoDthera  States  tnbatary  to  the  mauu&ctoTes 
of  New  England.  The  object  of  the  British 
OoTermnent  then  was  to  restrict  the  trade  of 
the  colonies  to  Old  En^and :  the  object  of  this 
OoTemnient  is  to  restrict  the  trade  of  the  Sonlh 
to  Kew  England.  The  only  difference  in  the 
parallel  is,  that  the  colonies  were  confined  to 
the  best  market  on  earth,  while  it  is  attempted 
to  confine  the  Soathem  States  to  a.  market 
which  requires  of  them  a  diaoriminating  dnty, 
averaging  forty-five  per  cent.,  to  make  it  equal 
to  the  other  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  one  who  has  witnessed  the  patience 
with  which  the  Southern  States  have  submitted 
to  the  heavy  and  increasing  exactions  of  the 


tariff  laws,  to  be  informed  that  their  iicBd 
ancestors,  not  more  than  fifty -odd  jm  a 
had  reristed,  with  their  lives,  an  inooeadHt 
tax  on  stamped  paper,  and  a  thraepont^ 
on  t«a.  Sir,  the  amount  of  these  offnm 
was  indeed  trifling,  compared  with  uotiik 
which  the  Sontbem  States  have  nbBittiJk 
the  last  twelve  yean.  Tea  was  i  b*n 
drank  only  by  the  rich ;  and  tbe  dnlj  iiM 
was  of  the  lightest  revcaine  charaela.  n 
Is  onr  present  condition  I  We  are  Undt 
every  article  of  necessary  consmnptiai,  aq^ 
ed  AH)m  abroad,  notthreep«ice,n[ttoKK» 
■ge  of  forty-five  per  oent. ;  not  en  tha  Imii 
of  life  which  are  used  by  the  ridi,  but  ^t 
sugar,  the  salt,  tbe  iron,  ths  fluitd^k 
blankets,  even  the  implements  of  Ubar  il 
which  the  industrious  poor  eun  tlwir  Intf 
Sir,  is  there  any  difference  m  prrndple  rti 
oonseorates  the  ^presmons  wliidi  veatr* 
dure?  None.  Every  Southern  State tek 
dared  them  unjust  and  unccitititotiaDiL  af 
therefore,  a  palpable  usurpatioD  at  Iber  li^ 
and  it  remains  to  be  seen  wbetbH  tb(;n 
disgrace  their  &thera  by  evGotuiI  sol 
to  nnanthorised  oppression. 

Ur.  Chainnan,  thefreatprindpJewUdf^ 
dnced  the  revolntitui,  whatevw  owdifie^t 
may  haveassomed  in  thedifitewtsetKftf 
ish  oppression,  was  a  denial  of  lh»  ri^» 
serted  by  the  British  Crown,  of  tsistiai  * 
out  reprettentation.  That  d^iiil  meut  Mdif 
more  nor  less  than  tbe  aesertiairftbit^ 
conservative  principle  of  Engliih  hlietf,^ 
taxation  mnst  be  by  the  congmt  of  tbox  * 
pay  the  taxes,  or,  in  other  words,  tbil  tb>  ^ 
plies  can  be  voted  only  by  those  i>bo[«i'<iK 
Sir,  that  single  princiide  is  wcrtli,  in  psA 
more  than  m  the  oonstitadoniiiinerto** 
I  defy  the  tyrant's  power  if  jon^n  w* 
right  to  withhold  his  supplies,  Wbit  k*» 
armies,  his  navies,  his  dungeoM,  hi<  P^^J 
without  money,  which  bos  been  aW  * 
sinew  of  war,  and  which  is  e^oiBj  the  «* 
of  oppres^on  t  Cut  it  in  twsui,  sod  4e  ■• 
of  power  is  nnnerved.  Withhold  tb*^ 
plies,  and  yon  pnt  a  check  on  lie  Jw^™^ 
mined  oppression,  by  teaching  the  ij'w* " 
al>solnte  ^pendenoe  on  the  peoek  it'aim 
and  tills  only,  which  has,  throngluoMat*^ 
wrestied  En^iah  liberty  from  tie  iron  F«*  • 
her  kings  and  her  nobility.  Our  idmww  * 
lieved  they  had  embodiea  thisfiw  i"*^ 
of  Anglo-Saxon  Uberty  in  cor  (xn^omV 
providing  that  tH  revenue  biila  it»  ""^J" 
in  the  House  of  RepresenUtiTtt, "«  tS* 
branch  of  onr  L^islatore;  '"^^^J^M 
oppreamTeeectifnaftltaxBtI<«,tlierF^?7~? 
all  duties,  imposts,  and exdsM  nxiMK  v 
form  throiudiout  the  United  6t«M  t<J'^ 
version  of  the  spirit  of  this  l««t*<''''''?S 


most  rind  •«'/f*2 

an  vow  <l6"p™;r 
Doen  completely,  ana  to  all  pr»i*i'"(?2iS 
inverted ;  and  those  who  pejMtW*'" 


ho  pay  the  t&xes  shall  vo»  He  i^^ 
been  completely,  and  to  all  P"***'?^ 
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on,  1802.] 


Til  Thr^^Duamlmt  ijflit  3<mth. 


[H.0 


«  bouDlJed  bj  taxation,  exdoBiTel^  eierciae 
«  right  of  impoaiag  the  taxes.  Sir,  I  would 
i.  wnat  agency  the  Bonthem  States  have  hod 

pOBsiag  a  reveane  bill  sinoe  1816.  Have  not 
«  representatives  from  those  States,  abnost 
ro  mat$»,"  voted  aaainat  every  revenne 
eaaore  since  that  period ;  while  the  represents 
lv4a  from  tli«  Northern  States,  to  whom,  b; 
eir  own  admismons,  the  collection  of  taxes  bj 
iports  operates  as  a  bonnty.  have  forced 
«ir  revenne  laws  on  the  Sontn  without  her 
naent  ?     Has  not  each  snccessive  tariff  been 

the  nature  of  a  new  and  direct  oontribntion, 
vied  hj  one  section  of  the  Union  on  the  labor 
'  the  oUier  f  Sir,  is  not  the  South  practically 
irepreamted  on  this  floor,  on  all  qnestlons  of 
zMiou  t  Do  not  the  tax  receivers,  instead  of 
le  tax  payers,  fix  the  tunoont  of  the  taxes  f 
t  what  avul  have  been  the  speeches,  the  re- 
■OBBtronces,  and  even  the  vot«a  of  Southern 
Ambers  a^inst  the  determined  efforts  of  a 
i^ority,  who  were  intent  in  imposing  burdens 
1  the  Sonth  t  Has  the  presence  of  Southern 
lembers  had  any  other  effect^  daring  this 
ilamn  mockery  of  Sontbem  rights,  than  to 
ire  the  aemblaiice  of  deliberation  to  predeter- 
iaeA  iqjoBtica,  and  to  make  themselves  instm- 
lental,  in  appearance,  to  their  own  oppressions  t 
tr,  the  British  Parliament,  to  cloak  their  Injoa- 
oey  offered,  through  Dr.  Franklin,  to  give  the 


ood  mnso  to  r^eot  the  proposal ;  telling  them 
bat  sach  represe&tatioa  wonld  be  a  nunority 
I  Pariiamant,  too  weak  to  resist  any  scheme 
f  iigostioei  and  thus  delusion  would  be  added 
>  oppreesion.  I  ask  if  the  Southern  States, 
rlth  their  present  representation  on  this  floor, 
re  not  in  precieeY  ^e  same  sitnation  in  which 
he  colonies  would  have  be«n  placed  with  their 
lominal  representation  in  Parliament. 
][r,  Ohairman,  I  propose,  very  briefly,  to  take 
,  ftmuldal  view  of  the  amount  of  burdens  im- 
KMsd  on  the  Southern  States,  and  of  the  nn- 
qnal  expenditure  of  the  rerenne  collected  by 
Doocts.  Sir,  by  an  examination  of  this  propo- 
UuHi,  we  shall  be  enahled  to  estimate  the  rela- 
ive  amount  of  freedom  which  we  eiyoy  under 
he  present  action  of  this  Government,  Per- 
onal  rights  are  at  this  day  secure  throuKhont 
he  whole  civilized  world,  and  taxation  is  the 
nif  true  measnre  of  liberty.  In  ruder  ages, 
he  whip^  the  chain,  and  the  dungeon,  were  the 
u&umeats  of  oppression ;  hat  the  tyranny  of 
Dodem  times  oonsistB  almost  eiduUTely  in  an 
nvasion  of  the  rights  of  property,  and  not  the 
Ishts  of  penmn.  Taxation  is  the  snbtle  process 
rhich  increases  power,  while  it  destroys  the 
Deans  of  redsting  iL  Complete  slavery  con- 
ists  in  Uie  right,  on  the  part  of  the  master  or 
lie  Qovemment,  to  the  whole  labor  of  the 
lave,  and  the  d^rees  of  sbvery  can  be  fixed 
mlpr  by  the  relative  amount  of  contribution 
evied  upon  the  labor  of  the  individuBl.  Sir, 
neasore  the  rights  of  the  Southern  planter  by 
iia  standard,  utd  what  superiority  of  fi-eedom 


do  yon  assign  him  over  the  anliijects  of  the 
English,  French,  or  Spanish  monarchies !  It  la 
tme,  the  whip  is  not  on  our  hacks,  nor  the 
chiuns  on  our  anus.  The  English,  French,  or 
Spanish  sutyeots  can  say  as  much,  and  more. 
Each  of  them  can  exutt  in  the  dedaration  that 
his  Qovemment  levies  a  smaller  contribation 
on  his  yearly  inoome,  than  the  Joint  action  of 
the  State  and  Federal  Governments  levies  on 
the  inoome  of  the  Sonthem  planter.  Sir,  I 
invite  a  comparison  between  the  amount  of 
taxes  pud  by  the  Sonthem  planter,  and  the 
amount  paid  by  the  population  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  or  Spun.  If  we  oonnder  the  taxation 
of  the  South  in  the  twofold  aq>eot  of  the  quan- 
tity odlected,  and  the  small  portion  returned  to 
them  in  the  shape  of  Government  expenditure, 
the  history  o!  the  -woriA  does  not  present  an 
instance  of  such  a  perpetual  and  exhausting 
drun.  The  reeonroes  of  no  other  country  on 
earth  oDuld  have  iwrne  it  half  the  time.  The 
resson  that  we  are  not  reduced  to  the  conditioa 
of  beggars  and  laxaroni,  like  a  portion  of  the 
popnlation  of  Enrope,  is  not  that  we  are  less 
tax-ridden  than  the  most  oppressed  of  them,  bnt 
beoanse  of  the  abundance  and  fertjll^  of  onr 
lands,  and  the  inexhhustibte  value  of  oar  st^dea, 
which  gives  s  larger  inowne  to  onr  labor  than 
ia  enjoyed  hy  any  other  people  under  the  son. 

Bn^  Mr.  Chapman,  how  doee  this  inequality 
of  expenditure  awril  into  amonnt'of  <qq>readon, 
when  we  oonaidw  Atots  as  tbey  are;  that  the 
section  reoeiving  so  small  a  portion  of  expendi- 
ture pays  two-thirda  of  the  whole  revwna  of 
the  Government?  Sir,  to  enm  np'the  whole 
suffering  of  the  South,  I  wonld  not  confine  it 
either  to  the  tariff  or  to  internal  improvement ; 
bat  to  the  Joint  action  of  oollectdng  and  disburs- 
ing the  revenne,  by  which  the  Southern  States 
pay  five  doUara  into  the  Treasury,  and  get  one 
out ;  while  the  Northern  States  pay  one  in,  and 
get  five  out. 

Mr.  Chdrman,  the  honorable  genUeman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDcyTni)  has,  I  think, 
conclDsively  proven  that  a  duty  of  forty-five 
per  cent,  upon  those  articlee  which  we  take  in 
exchange  for  our  cotton  is  equivalent  to  an 
export  duty  of  forty-flve  per  cent  on  onr  oot* 
ton.  This  proporition  boa  been  denied,  but  not 
di^roven.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  ode  have 
not  even  attempted  to  meet  the  argument;  nw 
can  it  be  met.  Sir,  it  b  not  ctmtended  that  we 
reodve  forty-five  per  cent,  leaa  in  mcwey  fi^ 
our  cotton  than  we  would  have  reodved  if 
there  had  been  no  dnty ;  bnt  that  our  cotton 
loses  ita  relative  vahte  in  the  markets  ot  the 
world,  by  the  very  fact  that,  by  datiee,  yon  add 
forty-Sve  per  cent,  to  the  price  of  those  articles 
which  we  take  in  exchange  for  onr  cotton.  Sir, 
this  is  a  conseqnenoe  wuch  the  cotton  plant- 
er cannot  avoid.  His  cotton  will  purchaae 
fewer  of  those  uHdee  which  are  enhanced  in 


price  by  a  forty-five  per  cent.  daty.  If  he  sells 
Us  cotton  for  money,  tliat  money  will  purchase 
forty-flve  per  oenL  less  on  account  of  dutto  t 


that  amount  on  the  arthslea  which  he  wishes  to 


ogle 
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purchase.  Bit,  for  all  praotica]  pnrposea,  the 
OoTernment  had  jnst  as  well  take  forty-flve  ont 
of  every  hundred  balea  of  my  cotton,  and  make 
a  present  of  it,  before  my  fkce,  to  the  mannho- 
torer,  as  to  compel  roe,  by  aa  impoat  daty,  to 
pay  him  forty-Sve  per  cent,  more  for  hie  mann- 
factnres  than  I  shonld  have  given  him  but  for 
the  duty ;  or  to  pay  forty^fiie  per  cent,  at  the 
custom  hoose  for  his  benefit,  when  I  import 
each  articlea  as  be  maoufsctares.  An  injustice 
is  shared  by  the  whole  population  of  the  Sooth, 
whose  oonsDDiption  is  made  dearer  by  duties, 
while  the  price  of  their  labiH'  is  not  enhanced 
in  a  corresponding  degree. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  told  that  a 
repeal  of  this  system  will  prostrat*  the  prodno- 
tire  labor  and  capital  of  the  North.  Sir,  is  not 
this  an  admission  of  the  absolnte  dependence  of 
the  North  npon  the  bounties  which  tney  are  per- 
mitted by  niis  GoTemment  to  levy  on  the 
Bonth  f  If  the  manufacturers  cannot  live  with- 
out these  contributions  on  Southern  labor,  can 
we  be  expected  to  sustain  ourselves  under  such 
perpetual  exactions  t  Sir,  atthefonnationof  this 
Ooyemment,  the  Sonth  was  rich  and  the  North 
poor.  Now  the  scene  is  changed ;  and  while 
the  North  is  prosperons  beyond  example,  the 
States  of  Virgtiia,  North  Carolina,  Bonth  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  present  the  appearance  of  so 
many  conqnered  and  plundered  provinces. 

The  agricultural  interest  of  flie  South  is,  at 
this  time,  much  more  depressed  than  the  mann- 
iactnring  interest  of  the  North.  If  this  be  not 
a  syatera  of  sectional  plunder,  let  gentlemen 
play  out  their  own  principles,  by  glHng  to 
others  what  they  claim  for  themsdves.  Sir, 
are  not  the  rights  of  the  ootton  planter  as  sacred 
aa  those  of  the  manufacturer !  Is  he  not  equally 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  a  Government, 
one-half  of  whose  revenue  is  colleet«d  upon  the 
cotton  trade  alone  1  Has  he  not  been  for  years 
tributary  to  the  manufacturer )  And  would 
the  forty-five  per  cent  bounty  on  ootton  be 
any  thing  more  than  the  contribution  he  non 
fomishes  to  the  mann&ctnrer  1  Sir,  if  gentle- 
men refuse  to  place  the  cotton  grower  on  i 
fi>oting  with  the  favored  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, they  need  not  be  surprised  if  a  sense  of 
injustice  and  opprea^on  should  drive  him  to 
withhold  from  this  Government  that  contribu- 
tion which  it  has  so  long  and  so  unjustly  levied 
on  his  industry. 

Hr.  Chairman,  the  crisis  has  at  length  arrived 
when  this  question  must  be  settled  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  The  Southern  people  have  looKed 
with  delight  to  the  payment  of  tne  pubUo  debt, 
as  a  period  when  they  might  expect  some  alle- 
viation of  tbeir  burdens.  There  is  no  longer 
on  eicnso  or  pretext  for  continuing  the  present 
rate  of  daties,  except  for  the  single  purpose  of 
making  tbe  South  tributary  to  the  North.  We 
have  borne,  patiently,  our  unequal  burdens  in 
discharging  a  debt  incurred  in  our  common 
defence,  and  we  now  demand  of  you  to  lessen 
our  taxes  to  tbe  amount  annually  paid  in  the 
discharge  of  that  debt.    Partaking  in  tbe  com- 


men  feeling  of  onr  eoontrym^  in  t 
at  an  event  which  has  freed  the  Gvna4 
from  pecnniary  obligation,  we  caUnpct  jtik 
adjust  your  revenue  to  the  legitinali  tm 
of  the  Government.  IliiB  great  nsliiiB^jiti^ 
which  is  hailed  with  Joy  by  the  lovtndi» 
dom  throughout  the  world,  andidiiidLiIk 
dted  in  after  times  to  the  honor  of 
GovemmenL  brings  no  relief  to  us  i 
are  to  be  continued,    fo,  do  \ 

,  in  calUng  for  a  reduction  <d  oar  taat 

the  fiscal  demands  of  tbe  GoTemraoitl  Ik 
subjects  of  European  deepotism  woaid  ivit 
least  this  claim  on  the  humanity  of  Uhtm* 
eign.  We  are  willing  to  conbribirt«ciiirJMI» 
tion  of  revenue  to  support  the  QoTenoncd.  li 
we  will  yield  in  no  ni^ard  or  rdudtul  fl 
Should  any  portion  of  our  oonunon  Mrabj.sf 
that  portion  of  which  webave  most  («wi« 
plaint,  require  our  defence,  it  will  l»  fannM 
witboQt  calculation  of  cost  or  oouseqieoMS  B( 
ne  spirit  which  nnited  onr  &thenflidMi)« 
victory,  shall  animate  their  sons,  ud  a* 
nmon  cause  we  will  forget  our  p«t » 
^^ces.  But,  sir,  with  these  fedings,  »W 
know  pervade  the  whde  Sontbeni  «in«jl 
should  be  acting  uncandidlj,  did  I  —  ■* 
that  nothing  short  of  a  pradicsl  "l* 
of  the  principle  of  protection  c*e  of  "PJJ 
satisfy  the  wounded  feelings  of  the  StBttW 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  the  nnprotwtoi  rt* 
which  forms  the  basis  of  the  prMou  »» 
never  be  considered  a  ftir  adjustment^* 
question.  It  has  been  no  part  of  onrta^ 
that  revenue  duties  should  be  'e^«?^  "IJ 
articles  which  are  not  nisanlaetiirM  ii» 
country.  Such  articles  are  mostly  hm«* 
Bumed  by  the  rich,  and  are  the  nw*  «F*" 
subjects  of  revenue,  because  the  **«^'? 
are  borne  equally  by  all  who  conrone  t*^^ 
complaint  has  been  that  protecting  mW  * 
been  levied  on  those  articlee  wbieli  ««i 
tured  in  one  portion  of  onroou!itry,Wi'^ 
pose  of  rMsing  the  price  of  monufciS"'"!'"^ 
and  that  whUe  those  duties  opff»t»  •> '"^ 
the  South,  they  operate  as  a  booolr'*  ™-Tj 
This  is  the  sum  and  mbatsnoe «  ™  Jj 
controversy;  and  if  you  take  die  di*M« 
wines,  silks,  teas,  epicea,  and  Wfi  "J^l^ 
ries,  and  throw  the  whole  burdoiot"'^ 
on  salt  iron,  cotton,  and  wooilen  P™j 
such  oUier  necessaries  of  life  is  "*.'*S 
to  the  South  and  manufectnroJ  W  "' '^ 
yon  not  only  relieve  tbat  section  ^^y-  ^ 
burden  of  taxation,  but  you  msie «"  '"^ 
the  South  tribatery  to  the  Sorth. 

Sir,  we  concede  much  to  It*  ^ 
interest,  when  we  concede  the  cfu"  ^^ 
whole  revenue  of  the  <*oveHiffleBini'J5 
ad  valorem  dnty  on  imports.  ^"Z.^  ^ 
fication  of  imposts,  the  prindipil  '^^m 
always  fall  on  tbe  South,  who*  J^Z«i 
enter  mainly  into  the  foreign  tnw  ',^^_. 
try.  By  tbe  bill  reported  ttm  »« ^^| 
of  Ways  and  Means,  we  propose  W  P^ 
permanent  prot«ctieD,  KidagtKH^''' 
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.ntf  of  twelve  sod  a  half  p«r  cent,  on  sll  joai 
unnfaotDrM,  beudea  the  protAotion.  yoa  enjof 
1  the  expense  of  traoeporttitioii  ana  commu- 
ions  on  uie  foreign  article.  Sir,  thirty  yean 
go,  when  7onr  nuuiiifaotareB  were  in  their 
itsaey,  ax  and  eight  per  cent,  were  conudered 
.  BofSoieDt  tax  ontbereat  of  tbeoommiuutyfbr 
lieii  anpport.  Twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  pro- 
MtioD  at  the  expense  of  the  South  is  more 
ban  w)j  Soathem  planter  realize  fh>m  his 


he  millions  of  dollars  whiah  have  dread;  heen 
rrnng  from  the  impoverished  South,  to  build 
in  the  mannfbotnring  industr;  and  prosperitj 
I  the  North.  Strict  and  rigid  joBtaoe  wonld 
aqnire  that,  in  retnmiiig  to  a  alt  ayiteni  of 
ereoQe,  the  mannfactorers  should  coatribnte  as 
inch  to  the  South,  aa  they  have  heretofbre 
xaoted  from  her. 
Mr.  Churman,  it  baa  been  nrged  that  toy 
eduction  of  daties  ahoald  be  nadnal,  so  as  to 

Sure,  as  little  as  posrible,  the  Tntereata  of  thoae 
10  have  vested  their  capital  in  manufiMitnrea, 
inder  Ibe  implied  faith  of  the  Government  to 
ontiane  ita  policy  of  protection.  I  cheerfall^ 
idd  to  this  ftuggestion,  although  my  oousti- 
oeuta  have  large  mterests  inveatod  in  agrionl- 
nre,  nnder  the  pledge  from  this  Oovennnant 
hat  their  rights  of  jiroperty  ehonld  not  be 
rtolated  by  appropnating  any  part  of  Ita 
iroceeda  to  any  other  pnrpoee  than  to  oarry 
nto  eSbot  the  constitntional  powers  of  the 
3ovemment  No  one  has  nropoced,  and  I  hope 
10  one  bom  the  Sonth  will  propose,  a  sudden 
reduction.  If  gentlemen  require  i^  let  them 
lake  three,  five,  or  even  seven  years,  provided 
liey  win  at  last  come  down  to  the  Intimate 
rants  of  the  Clovenunent.  Let  us,  however, 
ne  through  this  long  viata  of  time  aome  prospect 
)f  retnmiug  liberty  and  Jnstioe;  someperttMlin 
lie  distant  perspective,  at  which  they  will 
mtore  to  as  oor  long-lost  rights.  The  Phila- 
MphiA  F^ee  Trade  Convention,  qwaking  in 
Ihe  same  of  the  South,  have  aasnmed  the  ground 
iat,  under  a  gradual  reduction,  the  system 
if  protection  must  ultimately  be  abandoned. 
Ifhile  I  profess  myself  willing  to  vote  for  any 
!ttl  and  o<ma  fiA»  reduction,  I  must  be  allowed 
■a  say  that,  if  the  Bonthem  people  abandon  the 
MMtion  assaroed  by  tiiat  wHivention,  they  are 
lot  only  the  slavey  but  the  willing  slaves  of 
uaoafactQriDg  avanoe  and  oppression. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  atE«mpted'  to  discuss 
diii  subject  witli  that  freedom  which  its  impor- 
tance demands.  I  should  not  have  acted  with 
taodor,  bad  I  characterized  the  oppression  of 
irfaich  we  complwn,  in  terms  of  more  measured 
iiriignation.  Sir,  I  have  not  intended  to  give 
^Sboos  to  any  one  on  this  floor  by  any  thing 
that  I  have  said.  How  mnch  soever  1  may 
liSbr  with  gentlemen,  my  asaooiations  here  have 
liven  me  a  feeling  of  personal  respect  and  kind- 
■tesa  towards  many  with  whom  I  shall,  prob- 
lUy,  always  disagree  in  opinion  on  this  qnes- 
Uon.    Sach  gentlemen  will  give  me  credit  when 


I  say  that  the  Southern  people  value  the  TTnion 
aa  much  as  any  other  portion  of  our  common 
country :  but  they  value  their  liberties  still 
more.  They  will  abandon  the  Union  only  in 
the  last  struggle  for  their  rights ;  and  when  it 
is  gone,  they  will  have  no  cause  to  upbr^d 
themselves.  They  have  not  asked,  nor  will  they 
ask,  any  favors,  or  bonnties,  or  privil^es  itt 
your  bands ;  they  claim  but  the  right  to  enjoy 
the  proceeds  of  their  honest  labor.  In  their 
name,  I  invoke  yon,  by  the  blood  of  onr  com- 
mon ancestors,  by  the  mdependence  which  they 
straggled  to  achieve,  by  the  emblems  of  liber^ 
which  surround  na,  by  the  stars  and  stripes  rf 
our  national  banner,  suffer  as  to  remain  m  the 
Union,  not  as  slaves,  but  as  freemen,  paying  no 
other  tribute  than  that  which  we  owe  to  our 
oommoD  oonntry. 

Satcsd&t,  Jane  16, 
Tk»  JBegitUr  of  DOatm. 

Ifr.  E.  EvKBBrr,  from  the  library  Oommit' 
tee,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Rtmilmd,  That  the  order  of  this  House  for  a  sub- 
scription for  the  first  three  vohmies  of  Gales  and 
Seaton's  Register  of  Debates,  be  extended  to  tfae 
rotome  which  ha*  dnce  been  pubUsbed,  and  to  the 
volumes  which  may  hereafter  be  published  of  the 
aforesaid  work. 

Ur.  FosixB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  aa  re- 
ferred to  the  volmnes  to  be  published  hereafter. 
He  thoo^bt  the  resolution  had  at  first  been 
adopted  in  rather  a  hasty  and  precipitate  man- 
ner. It  appeared,  however,  that  on  the  foith 
of  it  the  pablishers  had  gone  on  to  print  an- 
other volume  of  debates.  He  did  not  wish 
that  tiiey  should  be  losers,  and  be  was  willing 
to  go  as  far  as  the  Tolume  which  had  been 
printed.  But  he  was  opposed  to  granting  fifty 
or  one  hundred  thoussnd  dollars  a  year  to  any- 
body. 

Ur.  EvKBBTT  stated,  tliat  when  the  original 
resolution  had  been  moved,  it  hod  been  under- 
stood by  some  members  of  Oongre«s,  and  among 
them  a  very  disttngaished  member,  now  in  the 
other  HoDse,  aa  amounting  to  a  standing  sub- 
scription for  this  work,  as  it  should  come  out 
from  year  to  year.  There  had,  however,  been 
some  doabt  on  this  sut^ect  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  of  Acconnts,  in  conseqnence  of 
whioh  the  last  volume  of  the  work  had  not 
been  taken,  and  remained  on  the  hands  of  the 
pablishers.  Mr.  £.  observed  that  the  work. 
was,  in  its  nature,  continuous.  The  debates  in 
the  Eoose  proceeded;  and  if  it  was  proper 
that  a  record  of  them  should  be  preserved  at 
all,  the  record  ought  to  continue  with  the  de- 
bate. It  was  important  that  the  people  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  had 
paased  in  that  House,  and  that  they  should 
have  some  record  of  its  proceedings  to  turn  to. 
The  amount  of  the  eabscription  was  not  large^ 
and  as  the  resolution  had  been  passed  almost 
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nnanitQinulj,  (man?  gentlemen  bad  voted  in  its 
&Tor,  wbom  Hr.  E.  never  knew  to  vote  for  any 
other  of  the  kind,)  the  pntiliahera  had  made 
preparation  to  go  farther,  and  bad  printed  an- 
other Totnme  of  their  work.  He  bop«d  there 
wonld  he  no  objeotiou  to  adopting  the  reso- 
Intion. 

Mr.  FoarxB  was  glad  that  the  present  resoln- 
tion  had  been  bronght  forward.  Donbta,  it 
aeemed,  had  been  felt  respecting  the  eit«nt  and 
proper  conatmction  of  the  original  resolution, 
and  that  now  offered  was  Intended  to  remove 
all  doubt  on  the  subject.  This  was  verj  right. 
He  had  not  been  a  member  when  the  first  reso- 
Intion  paased,  bnt  if  the  interpretation  of  gen- 
tlemen was  correct,  he  conld  not  bnt  think  that 
a  former  Congress  bad  gone  rorj  far  in  com- 
mitting this  Gorermnent  to  all  agee  for  the 
BQpport  of  a  work  of  this  description.  The 
fkiui  of  the  nation  was  add  to  have  been 
I>ledged,  and  the  Honse  committed  for  td]  fdtnre 
time.  This  was  the  proper  oocadon  fbr  the 
Hpnse  to  say  whether  it  ao  nnderstood  the 
reaolntion.  If  the  snbscription  was  to  be 
stopped,  now  was  the  time  to  stop  it.  The 
gentleman,  however,  had  observed  that  the 
resolution  had  been  passed  almost  onanimonsly. 
Tes ;  no  doubt.  The  House  seldom  refused  to 
subscribe  for  any  pnbtication,  be  it  what  it 
might,  which  was  intended  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  its  own  members.    If  a  work  was 

r  somebodv  else,  they  wonld  consider,  and 


motion  to  snbsoribe  would  pass  almost  onani- 
monsly. 

ill.  Pou:  stdd  Hut,  on  learning  that  there 
had  been  some  doubt  as  to  the  proper  constrao- 
tion  to  be  pven  to  the  resolution  originally 
passed,  he  had  requested  of  the  Clerk  to  see  the 
words  of  that  resolntion,  and  on  reading  them, 
all  doubt  vanished.  There  was  no  room  on 
which  a  doubt  conld  rest.  [Here  Mr.  P.  read 
the  resolntion.]  The  resolution  extended  to 
tbe  debates  of  two  aeesions  only.  It  contained 
no  pledge,  nor  any  thing  like  a  pledge.  The 
question  was  perfectly  open,  and,  nnleaa  some 
other  resolntion  had  passed,  it  was  impoB^ble 
that  the  publishers  could  have  supposed  that 
the  House  was  in  any  manner  bound.  Mr.  P. 
auid  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  resolotion  ooght 
not  to  pass,  bnt  that,  if  it  did  pass,  the  amend- 
ment ought  first  to  be  adopted.  He  concluded 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment npon  the  table;  bnt  withdrew  the  motion 
at  the  request  of 

Mr.  AnAua,  who  observed,  that  with  respect 
to  the  orinnal  resolntion  he  had  nothing  to 
Bay,  as  he  nad  not  then  been  a  member  of  the 
Honse.  He  was,  however,  extremely  glad  that 
each  a  resolntion  did  pass.  From  the  lan- 
goa^  of  the  resolution,  it  certainly  appeared 
to  him  to  c<»itun  no  pledge  for  any  future  stil>- 
scription.  Bnt  he  wished  that  tbe  present  reso- 
lution might  pass  upon  its  own  merits.  It  was 
fit  and  proper  that  members  of  the  House 
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should  have  an  opportnni^  to  know  vbttW 
been  done  heretofore.  Be  believed  thtf  tfai 
was  scarcely  a  member  of  tbe  Hoose  who  U 
not,  on  the  occasion  of  the  debate  which  d  ■jk 
time  oocnpies  the  Honse,  aod  which  to  ie^ 
agitates  the  nation,  recurred  to  this  ntati  i 
the  former  discnselons  in  Congreaa  on  tht  ^ 
subject,  particularly  those  on  tbe  tariff  oflH 
This  work  may  be  considered  as  the  b^  if  «t 
as  the  only  parliamentary,  or  radter  eoip» 
sional  history  of  this  TTuion ;  for,  in  liat  i 
peace  at  least,  the  record  of  Ute  proccc£i;pi 
the  two  Honaes  of  Congress  is  in  a  greatd^" 
the  history  of  tbe  nation.  la  Great  Brilni 
recent  publicati(»k  of  the  paiiiamentaiy  iia 
formed  a  work  ooenpying  neai^y  two  hsU 
volumes,  each  as  large  as  those  of  the  *ri 
now  in  question.  In  Great  Britain, 
pie  were  sometimes  aocosed  here  * 
the  same  powerful  interest  in  tl 
their  Government  which  we  did,  so  mod  '» 
terest  was  excited  by  this  work,  that  tlu  ^ 
lication  snst^ned  itself  althoa^  docmDamri 
a  eimilar  kind  were  now  in  a  course  at  jA 
cation,  nnder  the  sanction  of  PariiamBit,  ai 
at  the  expense  of  the  nation.  Of  the  iiu|» 
tnde,  and  extent,  and  ezpensiveoea  rf  H 
publication,  any  member  of  th«  Hoose  m^ 
form  an  idea  by  visiting  onr  own  libni;,  ■ 
which  he  believed,  by  the  liberality  d  i 
printer  of  the  compilation  itself^  a  presoti'i 
complete  set  of  it  bad  very  noently  beoi  nfe 

Surely,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  whtck  fli 
example  of  England,  and  the  exampk  d  Si 
Britiui  Parliament,  shonld  have  weigbt  itt 
ua,  it  was  tJi'*,  Tbe  publication  refetnd  tii 
the  present  resolntion  was  one  of  tbe  km 
kind  with  that  of  the  parliameatary  dd)ria; 
bnt  without  the  aid  of  this  House,  it  mmt  ££ 
The  publication  wonld  continue,  if  the  coaiBit 
was  to  continue  with  its  present  Gov^nmal 
as  he  trusted  in  God  it  would,  and  then,  1)» 
after,  these  very  volumes  would  be  looked  bd 
to  by  post«rity  as  a  record  of  the  atsts  and  «(t^ 
ions  of  that  House.  He  hoped  that  any  aa 
of  money  that  might  be  required  to  secnrs  ad 
an  object  would  not  be  looked  to  as  a  ran 
for  rejecting  it  He  hoped  gentlemen  w«H 
rather  look  to  tiieir  posterity,  and  pniridft  It* 
means  which  should  enable  them  to  lean  ritf 
their  forefathers  had  said  and  done.    The  *«t 

s  important  as  an  aid  to  the  history  of  it* 
country.  Mndi  of  tbe  national  histo^mA 
of  conrse,  depend  on  what  paased  is  tiK 
House. 

What  is  the  meaning,  Mr.  Speaker,  <i  att 
beautiful  marble  statue  over  your  dock  (pac- 
ing at  the  statne)  at  tbe  entrance  of  Ihta  M 
Sir,  it  is  the  Muse  of  History  in  her  car,  k* 
ing  down  upon  the  members  of  this  Honse,» 
reminding  Uiem  that,  as  the  hoar  p>»e^  ^  ^ 
in  the  attitude  of  recoidhig  wbatevtr  tb^  sj 
and  do  npon  this  floor:  an  admonitiOB  »« 
,/orthy  of  being  remembered.  Tie  "P**"' 
at  the  sides,  in  the  rear  of  your  chair,  m  W 
scribeeof  that  Muse  of  History!  ■ndthisp* 
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Mion,  for  which  the  resolution  before  jod 
>pose«  k  anbsoriptioQ,  ia  the  real,  I  might  say 
)  living  record  of  that  hielorio  Mnse.  The 
blicatlon  is  well  known  to  be  the  beat  and 
Mt  aocarate  report  existing  of  the  debates  in 
tigeeat ;  and  so  long  as  It  shall  be  oontinned, 
cl,  espeoUHy,  so  well  ezecnted  as  it  has  been 
lierto,  I  moet  earnestly  hope  that  the  snb- 
iption  for  the  Tolnmes,  as  tney  succeed  each ' 
ler,  will  not  be  reftued. 
ICr.  SpBtoHT  B^d,  that  If  the  qnestion  to  be 
;tled  had  been  whether  the  state  of  knowl- 
ga  in  tite  coantry  shoald  be  improved,  and 
i«t^er  the  nation  ahonld  have  the  means  of 
lOwEog  what  passed  in  tiiat  Honse,  he  should 
eerftiUy  agree  to  the  resotntion.  Bat  the 
leotlon  was,  whether  Congress  should  have 
e  power  to  tax  the  people  of  this  country, 
d  appropriate  their  money  to  buy  books  for 
emselves  to  read.  And  he  solemnly  protast- 
1  against  their  having  any  anch  power  in  re- 
lect  to  h'lB  constitnents  for  any  such  iiarpose. 
te  pr&ctioe  had  been  carried  to  a  considerable 
:tent  dnring  the  present  session,  and  the  evil 
<g«n  now  to  be  looked  apon  by  the  people,  as 

ought  to  be  looked  upon,  with  horror  and- 
flgnsL  There  was  not  an  individnal  in  the 
onse  who  would  go  to  a  greater  extent  with 
riew  to  enlighten  the  people  of  this  country 
■an  he  would,  but  he  called  upon  the  Honse 
t  look  at  the  precedent  they  were  setting, 
hey  were  appropriating  the  money  of  the 
eomanry  of  tMs  land  to  buy  books  for  them- , 
dves  to  readl  and,  not  content  with  this,  they 
'en  binding  Congress  to  do  the  same  thing  in 
U  future  times.  He  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
lan  from  Tennessee  in  the  exoellent  sentiment 
e  had  expressed,  and  he  renewed  the  motion 
f  diat  gentleman  to  lay  the  resolation  and 
mendment  apon  the  table.  On  which  motion 
e  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  withdrew  the , 
lotion,  however,  to  oblige 

Hr.  BtrTBEBLAND,  who  said  he  was  in  favor 
f  these  books — [Here  l£r.  Spbiobt,  speaking 
eroBs,  said,  "Bay  them"] — and  he  was  In 
avor  of  buying  them,  and,  therefore,  be  was 
n  &Tor  of  the  reaolation.  This  qnestion  had ' 
■een  diacoased  when  Hr.  B.  had  first  come  into 
Jmigreas.  Ur.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
a  the  Honse  at  that  time,  and  strongly  advo- 
ated  ttie  measore.  The  gentleman  &oni  Ten- 
iMsee  (Mr.  Polk)  opposed,  and  he  (Kr.  Suthxb- 
.ain>)  defended  Uie  resolution.  The  reasons  be 
tad  given  at  that  time ;  be  thonght  them  snffl- 
lient  then,  and  he  thoaght  them  safBoient 
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lie  books  and  Uke 
lO  their  constitnents,  to  inform  thero  of  the 
>tate  of  pablio  affurs,  some  means  should  be 
tdopted  of  having  them  sent.  How  else  w.onld 
hej  find  their  way  into  the  distant  parts  of 
:be  ocmntry !  Who  woald  bny  these  books  to 
»rry  them  oat  into  Arkansas  t  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  he  wonld  venture  to 
■ay,  bod  not  carried  them  into  his  part  of  the 
oonntrj, 
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[Mr.  SpxtGHT  made  some  eiphwatioa,  which 
#as  not  heard,  bnt  it  was  believed  to  be  that 
he  did  not  take  the  books.] 

'iti.  S.  resumed.  If  the  gentleman  had  not 
taken  the  books,  he  was  a  rare  exception  to  a 

Eneral  rnle ;  for  he  had  long  observed  that, 
all  these  cases,  however  zealously  gentlemen 
might  oppose  each  a  resolution  as  this,  they 
took  the  books  notwithstanding.  Thns  they 
had  a  double  advantsge:  they  got  both  tbe 
books  and  the  credit  of  refusing  l£em.  Mr.  S. 
wished  to  see  them  sent  abroad,  and  placed  in 
the  libraries  of  the  oonntry.  li^  on  arriving  at 
home,  any  gentleman's  conscience  should  re- 
buke bim  for  having  taken  the  books,  all  he 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  pnt  them  into  a 
pablio  library,  and  let  the  people  have  the  ben- 
efit of  them.  This  was  the  very  thing  Mr.  S. 
desired,  and  he  was  the  more  deurons  of  it 
becanse,  by  consoltmg  soch  a  work,  they  would 
be  able  to  see  both  sides  of  every  disputed 
question.  A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Ur. 
Outtok)  had  lately  told  the  House  that  he 
was  manufacturing  a  speech  which  he  intended 
to  publish  and  distribnte  at  the  Bontb,  and 
that  he  should  have  certain  documents  upend- 
ed thereto.  Vow,  Mr.  8.  wished  that  this  book 
should  slso  go  to  the  South,  with  certain  docu- 
ments appended  thereto.  He  was  for  sending 
the  argument  employed  in  the  present  debate, 
on  both  sides  ta  the  question,  all  over  tbe 
Union.  I«t  them  go  forth  side  by  side,  neck 
and  neck,  with  the  tariff-borse  a  nttle  ahead. 
The  gentieman  wanted,  very  much,  to  enlighten 
the  nation ;  let  him  send  this  book  abroad ;  let 
the  people  of  the  Sonth  hear  what  those  of  the 
Korth  bad  to  uy.  And,  on  tbe  other  hand,  let 
those  in  the  ITorth  hear  the  arguments  and 
oompltdntB  of  their  BonUiem  brethren.  It  was 
a  graat  question,  and  the  people  ought  to  nn- 
derstand  it  And  it  was  said  that  the  Union 
was  in  danger ;  he  believed  no  such  thing ;  bnt 
he  wanted  the  people  to  hear  both  aides  of  the 
argument.  GtenUemen  mnat  have  found  it  very 
convenient  to  have  books  to  refer  to.  '  If,  for 
instance,  they  wanted  to  consult  the  Kicbmond 
Enquirer,  to  see  where  tbe  tariff  doctrine  com- 
menced, they  could  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it.  Tbe  copy  which  be  had  oonsulted  for 
that  purpose,  and  out  of  which  he  hod  read 
sach  interesting  extracts,  was,  however,  the 
only  complete  file  of  that  paper  to  be  found. 
It  had  been  preserved  by  Mi.  Jefferson,  and 
but  for  that  the  House  might  have  lost  the 
whole  of  what  he  had  road  to  them.  But  had 
a  Register  of  Debates  been  at  that  time  irab- 
lished,  what  a  flood  of  light  wonld  it  have 
poured  upon  the  whole  sulgoct  I  Such  a_ record 
tended  to  preserve  the  purity  and  consistency 
of  legislation.  What  waa  it,  for  example,  that 
kept  the  judiciary  of  thb  countn'  so  pure,  and 
in  such  high  esteem  t  It  waa  the  publication 
of  their  deotsions.  The  court,  then,  could  not 
leave  the  ground  It  had  onoo  taken,  withtmt 
having  its  previous  decisions  held  up  before  Its 
face.    This  rendered  the  court  cantiooa,  ■u>4.i|,> 


fE.] 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 
Tie  Rtgitier  ^Dtbata. 


obliged  it  to  be  conaiatent  The  purity  of  thftt 
tribunal  d^Kuded  more  n^n  the  publication 
of  its  decisioQB  than  anj  thug  else.    The  same 

Ecinciple  would  operate  here,  and  be  followed 
/  tlie  same  oonaeqaencei. 

Mr.  Thohpsoit,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  laj  the  reeolution  upon  the  table.  On 
which  niatiou  Mr.  Evkbktt  demanded  the  yeas 
and  najB. . 

The  qneatioD  was  taken,  accordinglj,  hj  jeas 
and  najs,  and  stood  as  follows :  Yeas  66, 
najs  lOe. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolntioa  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  EvsBitTT  had  no  wish  that  the  Eonge 
should  do  an  J  thing  which  might  be  considered 
as  binding  it  to  take  this  work  in  all  fatnre 
time,  and  if  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
sentleman  from  Georgia  shomd,  as  he  trusted 
it  would,  be  rqected,  he  shonid  Uien  offer  an 
amendment  adding  tiie  words,  "  till  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  House."  This  would  leare  the 
House  an  opportimitj  of  stopping  ita  anbsorip- 
tjon  at  pleasure. 

Mr.  Polk  sud  that  the  adoption  of  such  an 
amendment  would  bare  no  effect  to  alter  the 
ease,  the  House  might  at  all  times  withdraw  its 
Hnbsoription ;  hot  if  gentlemen  held  that,  be- 
conse  the  pnblisbeTB  luid  pat  themselves  to  ex- 
pense in  advance  of  any  action  of  the  House, 
the  House  was  bound  to  take  the  book,  it  was 
manifest  that  the  pablisbers  could  oontinne  the 
obligation  as  long  as  they  pleased.  The  proper 
course  would  be  that  indicated  by  the  gentle- 
maa  from  Georgia,  to  strike  out  tiie  last  part 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MoDdftlb  said  that  it  was  bo'who  had 
introduoed  the  original  resolution  for  a  sub- 
scription to  this  work.  He  believed  the  work 
to  be  a  very  valuable  one,  and  he  was  very  sure 
the  publiabera  would  not  and  oould  not  under- 
take it  without  the  support  of  Congress.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  geotJeman  Jrom  Uoa- 
sacbosetts  (Mr.  Evekgtt)  would  consent  to  the 
amendmenL  He  tbooght  it  wonld  be  better 
that  the  publishers  should  rely  on  the  discre- 
tion and  liberslity  of  future  Congreasee,  than 
that  the  Honee  should  enter  into  an  obligation 
which  had  no  respect  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  proposed  should  be  executed.  He 
thought  they  might  with  great  confidence  rely 
on  future  Oongreeaes  to  continue  the  support  (^ 
the  book,  if  it  should  continue  to  be  executed 
as  well  as  it  had  been  hitherto.  A  proof  of 
which  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the 
orj^nal  resolution  had  been  introdnced,  and 
adopted  by  so  large  a  m^ority,  in  a  .period  of 
the  very  highest  political  excitement,  when 
parties  ran  as  high  as  they  ever  had  done  since 
we  were  a  nation. 

Mr.  Ellswobth  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  with  the  modifioatJon  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ever- 
BIT  0  the  House  wonld  have  the  matter  within 
its  oontroL  The  object  was  not  tliat  individual 
members  might  get  these  booki.    The  gentle- 
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man  from  KorOt  Garolin&  had  not  been  anc 
in  the  view  he  had  token ;  the  olgect  Mmit 
the  nation  at  large  might  have  tiie  ^bA 
The  people  never  wonld  get  these  botto  n  ^ 
other  mode ;  nor  could  thev  be  better  Sam 
nated  than  by  being  placed  in  every  Ctopa- 
sionol  district  in  the  Union.  If  the  fieuc  n 
satisfied  that  the  work  was  valuable,  (lajm 
denied  that  it  was,)  the  better  mode  veit  i 
to  give  the  publishers  some  aasaraiittltf 
upon.  The  subject  woold  still  bewiiUEk 
control  of  the  House ;  and  should  tbt  both 
badly  executed,  they  need  DOt  take  iL 

Mr.  I&vm  said  he  had  no  objectiixi  toitf 
for  the  subscription,  bnt  he  matt  itjea  1 
pled^ng  the  House  to  take  whatever  Ibew' 
pilers  of  this  book  might  cbooae  to  [O  i> 
type.  He  ehould  prefer  to  let  a  comnuBttfr 
amine  the  book,  and  paaa  on  its  m^U,  & 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  ctet 

[Mr.  I.  bad  not  heard  tbe  motion  tfk 

FOBTKB.] 

Mr.  Spbioht  thrther  innated  oa  hii  nffi 
tjon  to  the  resolntion.  If  there  was  ■  pra* 
tion  to  grant  to  each  member  of  the  Bowl 
bonus  of  $1,000,  wonld  aoy  gentlemaalc  W : 
to  vote  for  it!  This  was  a  motion  to  ^{n^  < 
ate  money  to  buy  Ji  book  for  ther  0¥i  »■  '- 
where  was  the  difference  t  He  contaididli 
principle ;  bnt  to  contend  for  prindple  in  lis 
tunes,  seemed  like  rowing  against  iriid  d 
tide.  He  was  glad  to  perceive,  hoireTKt|i 
nothing  like  a  spirit  of  party  actuated  gol^ 
men  on  this  occasion.  As  to  carrying  tltd  Itf 
to  spread  information  in  their  disUic^  il  ^ 
do  very  well  for  the  geotlenian  from  FUli^ 
phia  (Mr.  ScTHEauini)  to  talk  <^  lh»I;  ^ 
now  wonld  it  apply  in  bis  districL  and  ital 
his  colleague  over  the  ■way,  (Mr.  Cu*.' 
whose  districts  were  of  mnch  larger  £!>£■■' 
Placing  the  book  in  their  libraries  wooHf* 
vey  no  information  to  the  people.  He  iaa^ 
that  the  House  hod  no  oonstitntioDsl  t)^* 
peas  any  each  resolntion;  bat,  if  theyTcnii- 
termined  to  proceed,  let  them  do  so. 

Mr.  Ckud  proposed  to  limit  tbe  eabxi^ 
to  the  fonrtb  and  fifth  volnmea  of  the  ™- 
This  would  be  going  far  enough  into  the  filta 
and  wonld  obviate  the  objection  of  tbt  eu^ 
man  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobtbb,)  whiM  " 
not  without  force.  As  to  the  panllel  «*|| 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolii* ij* 
not  apply.  Tt  would  be  mean  and  test,  iw^ 
to  voto  a  bonus  of  money  into  their  pocW; 
bnt  it  was  wholly  another  matter  to  vole  wfl 
for  tbe  means  of  transmittiDg  our  nstiaBill»>' 
tory  to  posterity.  Did  the  gentleman  fiH* 
it  was  the  object  of  those  who  votad  fe  * 
resolution  to  enlarge  th«r  fortune  bj*^* 
portent  sum  of  five  dollars!  He  IrasMa  ""J 
oU  bad  higher  motives.  .    ^ 

Mr.  Dajobl  coincided  in  opinion  ™  ■• 
gentleman  who  had  jnst  spoken;  bntki^ 
could  vote  for  a  resolution  of  this  tini  * 
gentleman's  areumeot  was  very  good;  «* 
thought  tlie  diasenunation  of  the  Un**' 
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Dore  finportanca  than  diaHmin&ting  geatle- 
aen'a  sp^hea,  HoweTer,  u  the  genUemao, 
torn  Viisiiiia  spoke  Tery  oneo,  he  Buppoeed  he 
ronld  tike  to  see  hU  own  speeches  pnt  apon 
'ecord ;  bat  when  a  propositioa  was  bronght 
brward  to  pl&oe  a  copy  of  the  laws  in  every 
:Ierk'e  office  la  the  conntiy,  the  gentleman  was 
ipposed  to  It.  He  would  Tot«  a  book  for  hU 
fWTi  library,  bat  'when  a  book  was  to  be  sent 
o  his  coRstitnents,  that  he  was  opposed  to. 
le  treated  the  ai^nment  of  tbe  gentleman  from 
!forth  Carolias  abont  money,  with  contempt. 

[Mr.  Craio  here  interposed.  It  was  not  trae 
hat  he  hod  treated  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  with  contempt  ■■,  be  hod  no  Booh 
honghL  Mr.  Spbiout  eild  it  was  no  matter ; 
le  should  take  care  of  that.] 

Hr.  D.  resumed.  He  had  not  said  the  gen- 
lemon  treated  any  one  with  contempt.  As  to 
readng  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
pith  contempt,  it  was  impossible ;  the  two  gen- 
lemen  were  too  good  friends  for  that ;  anabe- 
ides,  they  seemed  to  have  token  the  Eonse 
jointl]'  into  their  core.  None,  snrely,  wonld 
'©ntare  to  treat  either  of  them  with  contempt ; 
t  vas  oat  of  the  question.  As  to  the  honor- 
ible  gentleman  from  North  OaroUno,  he  hod 
old  the  HoDse  that  he  did  not  carry  these 
K>oks  home. 

rUr.  SpKiaHT  sud  he  had  not.] 

So  we  are  to  suppose  thM  he  did  not  take  his 
>ooks. 

[Mr.  8FnaHi  said  be  had  not  taken  them 
nto  his  district ;  they  were  in  this  city.] 

Oho  1  This  is  news,  indeed.  So  the  gentle- 
nan  was  not  agunst  taking  the  books,  but  only 
Igainat  carrjing  them  to  his  conatitnents.  A 
TWj  extraordinary  distinction,  indeed  \   much 


tf  r.  D.  said  he  liked  to  see  consistency.  He 
lid  not  charge  the  gentleman  from  North  Gar- 
>lina  with  inconsistency  in  his  votes,  for  he  had 
llways  voted  against  every  proposition  of  this 
kind ;  the  gratleman  was  for  keeping  ont  every 
diing  that  was  to  enlighten  his  conatitnents. 
rbe  gentleman's  district  was  so  large  that  he 
Aon^t  information  conld  not  get  to  them. 
Ur.  D.  had  been  nniformly  against  voting  books 
tor  themselves ;  but  when  information  was  to 
M  provided  for  the  people,  that  he  was  in  favor 
>fl  If  the  proposition  was  to  pot  thia  Register 
ft  Debates  m  every  clerk's  office  in  the  coun- 
try, he  would  vote  for  it ;  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, he  wonld  place  there  a  copy  of  the  laws, 
tt  waa  as  necessary  for  the  people  to  know  the 
rotes  of  gentlemen,  as  to  know  their  speeches. 
Snt  it  often  happened  that  the  votes  of  gentle- 
nea  did  not  tally  with  their  speeches.  Thus 
^e  worthy  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
o)  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  giving  all 


i«  voted  agunst  it.  The  gentieman's  speech 
ooked  one  way,  and  hia  vote  another.  Mr.  D. 
jonclnded  by  saying  he  was  now  ready  to  hear 


what  the  gentleman  from  North  Oarolina  had 

Mr.  SpEiaHT  Bud  he  had  nothing  to  aay. 
The  gentleman  had  acknowledged  that  his 
conrae  had  been  consistent.  He  had  not  voted 
for  printing  a  new  edition  of  the  laws,  becanee 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  country  had  already 
a  sufficient  supply.  He  believed  all  the  Honse 
understood  the  meaning  of  what  he  had  said. 
As  to  contempt,  he  had  meant  none ;  bnt  if  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  thonght  that  any 
thing  of  that  nature  applied  to  him,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  take  it. 

Mr.  EvzaxTT  said  he  wished  to  amend  the 
amendment,  go  aa  to  meet  the  suggestion 
thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  so 
aa  to  extend  Uie  snbscription  of  the  Eonae  only 
to  the  next  volome  of  the  Debates.  Perhaps 
the  gentleman  itciTa  Georgia  wonld  accept  it  as 
a  modiflcation. 

Hr.  FoeTKB  aaid  he  conld  not  do  so.  No 
constmcdon  of  the  constitation  wonld  author- 
ize snob  an  application  of  the  public  money. 
A  gentleman  had  said  that  the  publishers  had 
gone  to  the  North  to  get  type  for  printing  this 
work,  and  therefore  the  ZJonae  waa  bonnd  to 
take  iL  He  could  not  subscribe  to  such  doc- 
trine. If  this  work  waa  bo  very  important,  let 
the  Clerk  of  the  Hoase  advertise  for  proposals 
to  publish  it.  Mr.  F.  referred  to  a  former  pe- 
riod, when  the  House  had  been  so  scrupulous 
with  respect  to  thia  class  of  eipenditnrea,  that 
it  hod  inserted  in  the  appropriatioa  bill  a  pro- 
viao,  reetraining  the  ^plication  of  the  contin- 
gent ftmd ;  but  now  it  seemed  they  had  foi^t- 
ten  all  their  scmples.  One  work  after  another 
was  to  be  subscribed  for,  and  the  money  waa 
all  to  come  oat  of  the  contingent  f^nd.  They 
had  ordered  work  after  work  for  their  own 
personal  use.    He  was  agfunst  the  whole  pro- 

Mr.  Deabbobx  sud  it  be^  to  be  considered 
so  important  to  disseminate  mformation  through 
the  country,  that  gentlemen  opposed  to  thia 
practioe  oomplained  the  practice  was  increasing 
daily.  Mr.  D.  considered  this  as  a  favorable 
omen.  What  had  the  American  Oongresa  yet 
done  for  science  and  the  arts?  Where  wera 
the  libraries  or  great  public  institotiona  it  had 
endowed  or  established  !  Had  we  not  still  to 
depend  on  foreign  literature?  What  subject 
conld  be  discnssea,  but  we  had  to  go  to  foreign 
libraries  for  what  we  needed!  There  were 
more  books  in  a  mngle  library  in  Paris,  than 
conld  be  collected  in  the  whole  United  States ; 
yet  gentlemen  objected  to  anlscribiDg  for  this 
one  valuable  book — a  book  immediiely  con- 
nected with  their  own  proceedings  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  country.  Mr,  D.  was,  however, 
couflrmed  in  the  belief  that  the  work  wonld  be 
encouraged,  and  that  ^e  House  wonld  take 
measares  to  transmit  to  posterity  some  correct 
knowledge,  not  only  of  its  acts,  but  of  the 

Sronnds  <?  them ;  so  that  their  children  and 
escendonts  might  examine  them,  and,  wliers 
they  had  erred,  might  correct  the  error, 

ogle 
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Hie  qiMsUon  was  put  on  Ur.  Fobtxk's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  bj — jeas  100,  nays  68.  So 
the  amendmeiit  wa«  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Etkrktt  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion, 
t>7  adding  Oie  words,  "  and  to  the  next  bdo- 
oeeding  volume ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  DANm  denied  that  there  vas  a  oom- 

Elete  oop7  of  the  hiws  of  the  United  StAtes  to 
e  foand  in  anj  clerk's  oflke  in  Looisiana  or 
Alabama,  and  scarcelf  one  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Union.  He  would  Tentmre  to  say  that  even 
in  ViraiDia,  and  the  gentleman's  own  dUtrict, 
no  BQcn  thing  conld  be  produced.  TakhiK  the 
gentleman,  therefore,  apon  hia  own  prinoiplee^ 
he  was  perfectly  Inconsistent, 

The  question  was  pnt  on  agreeing  to  the 
reeolntion  as  amended,  and  carried  in  the  afflrm- 

The  EoDM  a^oomed. 


TuxsDAT,  Jnne  19. 
I>mA  qfMr.  J0h7i»u>n  of  YiTtMa. 
Ur.  BoruiiK,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  aa!d  that 
it  was  bis  melancholy  task  to  announce  to  the 
EoQse  the  death  of  one  of  its  member^  Hr. 
OkABLM  0.  JonHBTON,  his  colleague,  who  de- 
parted thia  life  (as  it  was  B«d)  on  Sonday  last. 
In  commonicating  this  fact  to  the  Hooae,  none 
who  bad  known  the  deceased,  and  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  terms  on  which  Ur.  B. 
stood  with  him,  need  to  be  told  how  deeply  the 
loss  was  deplored  by  him.  Be  had  known  Ur. 
J.  when  he  was  a  youth,  and  had  witnessed  the 
I^omisB  of  all  thoae  things  to  ccane  on  which  a 
parent's  heart  dwelt  wiu  such  fond  hope  and 
anticipation.  Mr.  J.'s  after-life  had  filled  the 
picture  which  seemed  then  to  be  portrayed  in 
the  bad  and  in  promise.  Conld  Ur.  B.  present 
to  the  noose  that  image  which  each  member 
of  that  little  band  among  whom  he  dwelt  had 
cherished  of  him  In  bis  bosom,  the  exhibition 
would  show  a  uiuon  of  all  the  social  Tirtues  in 
their  most  eminent  degree.  Of  that  little  band 
Ur.  3.  had  been  the  idol,  and  he  had  deserved 
to  be  so.  He  promieed  talents  and  Tirtnes  fit- 
ting him  to  do  much  good  to  that  country 
which  no  man  in  it  loved  more  purely  or  more 
warmly  than  he  loved  it.  He  was  Just  coming 
forth  to  comply  with  all  the  promise  which  his 
parents  (now  no  more)  had  indulged  respecting 
nim,  when  he  was  Ibna  enddenty  cnt  off.  He 
had  left  2  children,  who  had  now  no  parent; 
bnt  no  man  who  had  known  the  father  they 
had  lost,  coold  or  would  do  anght  but  kindness 
to  the  children  he  had  left  behind  him.  Mr. 
B.  sud  he  came  to  tell  the  tale  of  sorrow ;  a 
deplorable  tale,  most  deeply  deplored  by  him. 
Mr.  J.  had  been  to  him  a  friend  "meet  for 
him  "  in  all  particnlara.  He  had  been  so  to  all 
Q»  littie  mess  with  whom  he  asso<Hated — of 
whom  there  was  not  one  bnt  felt  as  he  did,  and 
as  he  believed  that  every  one  must  feel  who 
knew  any  Uiing  of  the  friend  whom  they  had 
lost.    Mr.  B.  then  offered  resolutiona— 


~[^^ 


For  attending  the  fmeral  at  i  o'ciod  in  4 
afternoon; 

For  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  doriii  ft 
reddne  of  the  session ; 

For  a  oonunittae  to  superintend  the  fitsari 

For  a  message  annonndng  the  enatUd 
Senate. 
The  Honae  then  adjcnmed. 


Wedsbsuat,  Jane  20,  \ 

Ariatie  Cholera. 

Mr.  HowAKD  stated  that  in  oauemna  i 
the  information  which  had  been  nua«  ^ 
of  the  exiatenoe  of  a  contagions  disetn  d  & 
British  territcny  bordering  on  the  Unikd  Euk^ 
he  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  <a  Ox- 
merce  to  report  a  joint  lescdntioa,  fn  titk 
steps  to  check  the  progress  of  the  dims^a 
which  he  meant  to  ask  the  House,  froaiti* 
portance  generally  to  the  public,  Ic  hin  im 
passed  through  idl  its  atsgea.  The  iwtaa 
which  he  submitted  was  as  follows : 

"  JfMolMd  by  Ok  Stnalt  amd  Eoum  i^Sefm^ 
tiMt,<te.  That  the  sum  of  $50,000  be, sad  tki Mr 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  ont  of  inj  man;  •• 
otberwue  ^ii»i}pri»ted,  and  placed  at  tlM  dacniB 
of  the  President  of  the  Uiiiled  Sutei^  U  be  o- 
pended  under  hia  antbority  in  endeaTMiig  M  w 
serrethe  people  of  this  country  from  tbcinnlaa 
of  the  disease  known  by  the  name  of  Asatic  (M 
ra,  now  raging  in  Canada." 

Mr.  HowABO  moved  that  tlie  rnle  riHxU  h 
suspended  in  order  to  take  np  the  joint  wit 
tion,  and  that  it  then  might  have  iU  iM*' 

The  moticm  to  BQq>end  the  nde  ra  iqat' 
ed— yeaa  69,  nays  6S.    (It  required  twiM^4 


Tbitkboai,  June  SI. 
ThtChoJent. 
The  joint  rescdntdcffi  moved  yestertekr^ 
HowABD,  to  appn^riate  fifty  ihootaad  ddba 
to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  cholcn  intcw 
United  BUtes,  was  taken  up.     Ihe  4«a« 
being  on  ibi  seoond  reading, 
Mr.  HowABS    addresMd  the  wsmnilW  ■ 


length  in  support  of  it,  waiviiw  the  a^'^ 

sertiimstc       " 
potileuce  tl 


tional  queetion,  and  innsting  t 


D^  question,  and  mnstrng  ttiai  tM  p^^ 
the  fronljera,  in  whoae  exertiims  to  ptrm 
«.d  introdnotion  of  thia  peatileuce  the  w* 
country  was  interested,  ooght  nottolwWH 
support  onaiddd  the  expense  they''^'*''^ 
sanly  inonr  in  carrying  ueirana^emeottiW 

Mr.  H"T.  of  North  Carolina,  ««»*«•'» 
resolntjcni  oueoiutitatkmal,  and  <W^ ''f 
unneoeesaiT.  once  the  mamoipal  l****'lfj 
antlne  regnladona  of  the  Slates  was  Ml" 
equate,  without  any  l^pslatien  <rf'Ooii|TH'- 

Mr.  iBVffl  insisted  that  the  "^"^S 
within  the  oonatitotion,  and  reDMmrfnlM  «>■ 
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ir^rmth  against  lAjing  the  whole  burden  of 
pr«r«Dtive  measnrea  on  thoae  who  Inhabited 
Uie  frontier. 

Mr.  Pouc  Opposed  the  resolution  as  useless 
IS  well  as  nnoonstitationaL  The  President 
[naat  necessuilj  aot  on  local  information,  and 
tbe  whole  sobject  onf^ht  to  be  left  to  local  and 
State  legislation.  He  moTed  to  lay  the  resolu- 
UoD  on  Uie  table ;  op  whioh  motion 

Ur.  Iktih  demanded  the  jeas  and  najrs;  hnt, 
before  they  were  taken,  the  Honse,  on  motion 
>f  !Ur.  Hason,  passed  to  the  order  of  the  daj, 
which  WIS  the  bill  to  liquidate  oertun  Virginia 


'WanmsDi.T,  Jane  37. 

The  question  recorriae  on  the  foUowinK 
imendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Asuih,  viz;  To 
ncreue  the  duty  in  the  hill  on  miu,  gloTee. 
lindinos,  blankets,  boueir,  and  canrats  and 
Mrpetug,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-fiTe  per 
wnt.  ad  valorem.  To  increase  the  'duty  on 
3niBBel«  carpeting  from  fifty  cents  the  square 
rard  to  sixlj'three :  to  redaee  the  duty  on  in- 
jrain  earpeting  from  forty-five  by  striking  ont 
;ha  word  "  Sve,"  to  forty,  and  to  inolnde  in 
the  same  provision  with  Uie  innmu  the  Yene- 
nan  carpeting,  which  was  rated  at  twenty-two 
kod  a  half  cents  the  square  yard, 

Mr.  AdjlHs  said  that  his  object  in  proposing 
liheee  amendments  was  to  make  the  bill  consist- 
ent with  itself,  and  thereby  to  ^ve  to  the 
nAna&ctarer  of  woollens  a  corresponding  pre- 
lection to  that  which  was  already  seoored  by 
■lia  Honte  to  the  grower  of  the  raw  materia. 
Se  deemed  these  amendments  of  extreme  im- 
portance ;  and  if  they  were,  as  he  trusted  they 
wonld  be,  adopted,  from  what  had  passed  in 
lebat«  on  the  bill  for  the  last  three  days,  he 
waa  induced  to  have  great  hopes  that  the  bill 
wonld  be  in  snch  a  shape  that  the  m^orit; 
woold  be  found  in  the  Hoaae  who  woiud  be 
lecidedly  in  fiivor  of  sending  it  perfected  to  the 
tenate.  He  bad  great  hopes  that  this  would 
!ie  the  case,  because  it  appeared,  by  various  de- 
jifliona  within  theee  three  days  passed,  that 
:here  were  in  the  House  at  least  one  hundred 
nembers  who  proved  by  their  oondaot  and  by 
heir  TOt«s  that  they  were  sincerely  and  ear- 
lestly  desirous  for  tiie  passage  of  the  bill — a 
]U1  which,  when  passed,  would  in  Its  operation 
■eliere  the  people  of  this  country  fh>m  fbll  six 
io  eight,  or  possibly  ten  millions  of  dollars  an- 
KiaDy  levied  on  them  for  taiee.  It  was  a  mat- 
er of  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  have  to  ob- 
lerve  that  whilst  there  waa  snch  a  number  so 
liqiosed  to  act,  they  were  equally  determined 
liat  the  remission  of  this  tuation  should  be 
lone  withont  impuring  the  great  prindple  for 
rhich  he  had  contended,  of  proteodon  to  the 
ndnstry  of  this  ooantry.  He  felt  no  doubt, 
herefore,  while  that  number  were  tnie  to  their 
Minciples,  that  they  would  be  able  to  send  the 
liU,  and  vwj  shortly  too,  to  the  Benate ;  and 


the  beet,  but  rather  thought  it  might  \»  made 
much  more  beneficial,  yet,  if  the  amendments  be 
had  proposed  should  be  adopted,  be  was  prepared 
to  state  then  that  he,  for  one,  would  Totefor  it. 

Hr.  Bpeioht  said  he  had  not,  hitherto,  taken 
any  part  in  the  discnssion  on  the  general  bu1>- 
ject  involved  in  this  bill;  nor  did  he  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  now  in  doing  so, 
rather  wishing  to  have  it  brought  to  as  speedy 
a  termination  as  possible.  He  could  not,  bow- 
ever,  refrain  frvm  observing  that  be  looked  on 
the  amendments  now  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  honorable  gentleuun  fh>in  Uassachu- 
setts  as  testing  the  great  principle  msjntained 
tikronghout  the  entire  bill,  and  to  which,  apart 
from  his  objections  to  it  on  the  score  of  its  un- 
otHHtitntionality,  he  was  decidedly  opposed — 
he  meant  its  nnequat  operation  upon  the  poor 
and  upon  the  rich.  Every  candid  man  wonld 
BoknowledM  that  It  grinds  down  the  laboring 
classes,  and  to  thoee  persona  in  the  hnmUer 
walks  of  life  jpves  no  relief  whatever.  Would 
not,  he  asked,  its  efiects  be  most  felt  by  tbem  t 
He  instanced  the  provision  made  as  to  the  dnty 
on  blankets,  which,  more  than  most  others, 
would  bear  hard,  particularly  hard  on  those  of 
his  constltaente  who  earned  their  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  their  brow.  Mr.  S.  argued  forcibly 
and  at  considerable  length  og^nst  the  protec- 
tive system  generally,  and  its  ruinous  effects  on 
the  South,  and  sud  it  could  not  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Honse  but  for  a  combination, 
which  was  made  by  its  supporters,  who,  to  ef- 
fect their  object,  £i1  not  scruple  to  hold  ont 
lures  that  they  would  include  m  tlie  operation 
of  their  system  many  articles  in  which  the 
States  happened  to  have  direct  bteresla.  Lon- 
isiana  had  her  protection  on  sugar;  Feansyl- 
vanta  her  protection  on  iron ;  the  northern  and 
maritime  districts  of  the  country  had  ihe  boon 
given  by  the  t«ntli  section  to  shipping;  and 
thuc^  and  thus  only,  were  they  able  to  uphold 
it ;  and  this  all  at  the  expense  of  the  Soutn — at 
the  expense  particularly  of  the  a^cultural  in- 
terest, whom  they  wonld  not  deign  to  reedve 
into  their  protection,  for  the^  h^  reflued  to 
give  to  that  class  a  small  relief  when  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Cabsoit)  had  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  ^ve  them  only  a  veir 
small  share,  and  to  which  they  were  as  mnm 
and  as  justly  entitled  as  any  other  dass  in  the 
community. 

Mr.  Cucsmjoro  moved  to  reoonddw  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  concerning  the  allowance  to 
navigation.  He  had  ascertained  that,  if  that 
predion  remuned  in  the  bill,  it  would  lose 
more  than  thirty  votes,  upon  eonitituUonal 
grounds,  no  matter  what  form  the  bill  should 
nltimatdj  assume.  He  was  willing  to  assume 
any  req>ondbili^  but  that  of  defeating  a  meas- 
ure BO  important  to  the  harmony  of  the  Union. 
He  felt  it  to  be  bis  imperative  dnty  to  respect 
the  constitutional  olnections  of  those  who  wera 


.Coogic 
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Mr.  Etinb  inqnired  if  ncli  a  motion  coald 
be  in  order,  tbere  having  been  already  a  recon- 
rideraUon  on  the  same  vote. 

The  BpBAXSB  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  qnestioQ  of  reconrideratiou  waa  pnt,  and 
carried  — yeas  97,  nays  Bl. 

Ur.  Whiti  moved  an  amendment,  in  anb- 
staooe,  to  strike  oat  of  the  ten&  Hectios  the 
provisions  mode  therein  for  drawbacks,  and  in- 
sert, in  lien  thereof,  that  there  be  paid  an 
amonnt  equal  to  three-fourths  of  the  dnty  paid 
on  all  the  imported  hemp,  sail  dnck,  iron,  and 
copper,  naed  in  the  ooostniction  and  fitting  ont 
of  snips  owned  by  American  citiiena,  and  sub- 
ject to  SQoh  fiirtber  relations  as  should  be 
prescribed  b;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory. 

BTBNIKa  BBSSION. 

The  qveation  being  on  striking  ont  the  tenth 
seoticoi  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Clay  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  thereon ;  which  being  taken,  stood — 
yeas  99,  nays  97.  So  the  tenth  section  was 
stricken  ooL 

Ur.  VutPunoK  said  that  as  the  Hoiue  had 
lost  stricken  oat  the  port  of  the  bill  which  held 
ont  a  protection  to  the  navigatbg  interest,  he 
ooDsidered  it  bis  doty,  as  some  compensation, 
to  propose  an  amendment  reinstating  the  duty 
on  sail  dock  as  it  bad  stood  under  the  act  of 
'24.  Ue  therefore  moved  to  strike  ont  after 
the  word  "sail  dock"  the  words  "ten  cents 
the  square  yard,"  and  insert  "  fifteen  per  cent, 
ad  vdorem." 

Ur.  WioKUPFX  said  a  few  words  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  amendment,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  stood — yeas  98,  nays  94. 

So  the  amendment  of  Ur.  Ybbpi^hok  wss 
agreed  to. 

Ur.  Boon  demanded  the  prerions  question, 
bnt  the  motion  was  not  seoonded. 

Ur,  Adaub  repeated  the  motion  which  be 
had  made  last  evening,  a  deciuon  on  which  had 
been  superseded  by  the  conrse  since  pnrsned, 
(of  whicn  be  complMned ;)  it  was  to  amend  the 
bill  in  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  woollens, 
and  which  then  read  as  follows :  "  On-  mits, 
gloves,  binding,  blankets,  hosiery,  and  carpets 
and  carpeting,  twenty-five  per  cenL,  except 
Brussels  carpeting,  whiob  shaJl  be  at  fifty  oents 
tbe  sqnare  yard,  ingrained  carpeting  at  forty- 
five  cente  the  square  yard,  and  Venetian  car- 
peting at  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents  tbe  sqnare 
yard ;  and  except  blankets,  the  value  whereof 
st  tbe  place  fVom  whence  exported  shall  not 
exceed  seventy-five  cents,  the  fluty  to  be  levied 
upon  which  shall  be  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  , 
on  fiannels,  btizea,  coach  laces,  thirty-five  per 
cent. ;  and  upon  all  other  monnfactnres  of  wool, 
or  of  which  wool  is  a  component  part,  and  on 
ready-made  clothing,  fifty  per  cent." 

So  as  to  read,  "  On  mits,  &c,  except  Brus- 
eels  carpeting,  which  shall  be  at  siity-tbree 
oents  the  square  yard  ;  ingrained  and  Venetian 
carpeting  at  forty  cents  the  square  yard ;  and 
except  Uiuiteta,  dec. ;  on  fiannels  and  baizes, 
sixty  cents  tbe  square  yard;  on  coach  laces, 


thirty-five  per  penL ;  and  npon  all  other  ies- 
ufactnrea  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  b  a  f«B- 
ponent  part,  and  on  ready-made  dotbin^  Hart;- 
five  per  cent." 

The  qnestion  having  been  divided,  it  waa  te 
put  on  striking  ont  fifly  cents,  and  interte 
sixty-three  ceota  the  sqiur«  yard  on  Bc»<^ 
carpeting. 

Ur.  ^AjiB  observed  that  this  was  a  pst  li 
tbe  same  system  of  equalizing  datieswhicblaL 
been  pursued  in  conatmcting  the  wbok  'uL 
The  duties  on  woollen  yam  bavins  been  autL 


should  also  be  increased. 

Ur.  EixfiwosTH  also  advocated  Ow  aexi 

cut,  and  referred  to  tbe  state  of  this  bnia 
of  manubctuTC  as  it  existed  in  two  estitfiA- 
mentfl  within  bis  own  district. 

Ur.  Caubkklbno  said  that  the  IhH  tti  n- 
dnced  the  duty  on  raw  wool,  such  as  was  tad 
in  carpeting,  to  almost  nothing ;  and  it  w*t  Ik 
that  the  duty  on  tbe  fkbric  Bbonld  be  nitai 
pruporbonably.  The  dnty,  as  it  now  stood  b 
the  bill,  was  ^most  prohibitory ;  the  aorc^ 
protection  amonnted  to  abont  one  hnndnd  nj 
twenty  per  cent. ;  and  yet  tlie  mannfKtvs 
were  not  satisfied,  and  the  geotleman  btm 
Uassaohnsetta  now  wished  to  raise  it  k3 
bigher, 

Ur.  Wathocoh  observed,  in  reply,  llul  b 
the  making  of  Brussels  carpeting  none  ol&t 
coarse  wo<m  to  which  the  gentleman's  rcDvb 
Lpplied,  was  used ;  none  but  tbe  finea  no 
entered  into  the  fabric 

Ur.  UoDcTFiB  did  not  wish  the  House  to  tf 
without  further  light ;  and  desired  to  k  b- 
formed  from  some  practical  soaroe  what  m 
the  cost  of  Brussels,  ingrain,  and  Venetian  <x- 
petmg,  that  the  House  might  know  what  ^ 
ad  valorem  they  were  asked  to  impoacL 

Mr.  Inokbsoix  replied  that  tbe  cost,  c 
France,  of  Brussels  carpeting  waa  ooe  hnndRJ 
and  tweuty-siz  cents  the  square  yard  ;  Mtd  of 
un  and  Venetian  carpeting,  sixty-fire  cbS 
r.  UoDnmB  said  he  had  a  letter  fiwn  t 
gentieman  in  Boston,  which  stated  that  tbe  ret 
abroad  of  ingrain  was  &om  fertj~six  to  filt- 
nine  cents,  but  of  the  oonunooe«t  swt  it  w» 
forty  cents.  At  this  rate,  tlie  duty  would  i* 
on  the  coarser  kinds  ninety-four  per  c«nl^  n 
tbe  finer  seventy  per  cent  He  took  it  fa 
granted  the  Venetian  carpeting  waa  c^  a  coarw 
description  than  ingrain. 

Ur.  Adaxs  said  the  gentleman  was  tsQj^ 
about  ingrain  oorpeting,  while  the  amendiMd 
bad  to  do  with  Brussels.  As  to  ingrsin,  bs 
amendment  proposed  to  reduce,  not  to  incr«*ML 
the  duty.  Bnusels  carpeting  at  Baltimwe  ra 
at  one  dollar  and  rixty-two  cents  tbe  sqast 
yard,  and  it  was  quoted  as  an  exttaordiaaT 
degree  of  obeapueGs,  that  it  had,  in  one  caia 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

Ur.  OA>iBSKi.Uio  Bud  at  that  rale  tbe  d:^ 
would  be  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Ur.  Vatkouoh  sud  the  dnty,  icrteiad  <f 
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sitiK  ninety-fonr  per  oent.  u  had  been  sup- 
>aeid  bj  the  genuentan  iWiiii  Bonth  OarolinA, 
tfr.  affoDnFFiK,)  waa  but  flfty-nine  per  cent. 

Mt.  XvDorm  repeated  the  information  be 
ad  received  from  BoBton.  It  came  from  Mr. 
teT^jamin  Winelow,  a  gentleman  of  high  : 
Bntile  standing. 

l£r.  Adams  Btii  Ibe  question  irae  on  Bms- 
ela    carpeting,  and  demanded  the  jeaa  and 


■^■;. 


Sr.  HoFTHAN  said  there  were  three  qaalitiea 
tf  Bmssels  carpeting,  one  of  which  coat  one 
loUar  ami  twenty-eight  cents,  another  one  dol- 
ar,  and  a  third  sort  cost  onljr  eigbtj-nine  cents. 
rbe  dntiee  on  carpetings  were  badl;'  arranged ; 
^e  heaviest  tax  fell  on  that  nsed  bf  the  poorer 
people,  and  the  lightest  on  tliat  contamed  br 
the  Trealtbj. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  aroendmrat 
was  decided  in  the  ^rmatJTe— ^eas  98,  di^ 
92. 

The  qaeetion  wa«  nest  on  the  second  item  of 
the  amendment,  viz:  to  make  the  dnt^  on  Ya- 
netian  and  Ingrun  oarpetisg  alike,  flziDg  both 
•t  forty  cents  the  square  jariL 

itr,  CAMBBKUKft  opposed  the  amendment, 
which  went  to  raise  the  proposed  dnt7  on  Ve- 
netian carpeting  from  twentj-two  cents  to  fort; 
cents.  The  gentleman  bad  sud,  that  the 
amendment  proposed  to  reduce  the  dntf  on  in- 
grun, ia  true ;  bat  at  forty  cents  the  dnty  wonld 
aot  be  reduced  below  the  tariff  of  '28,  although 
th«  dnty  on  the  ooane  wool  waa  almost  taken 
off.  The  gentleman,  he  presumed,  woold  not 
Bay  in  this  case,  as  be  had  abont  Uie  Bmssels 
carpeting,  that  no  coarse  wool  was  used  in  the 
mannfactnre. 

Ur.  Adams  replied  that  be  abontd  say  so. 
Ho  coarse  wool  was  employed:  none  of  that 
from  which  the  dnty  bad  been  removed. 

Ur,  CAUBBBLEna  inquired  what  was  the  price 
of  the  wool  used  in  this  sort  of  carpeting. 

Ur.  Ad&hs  B^d  he  could  not  say  precisely; 
bat  he  took  it  for  granted,  from  the  informa- 
tion he  had  receiveo,  that  none  of  the  sort  be- 
low eight  cents  a  pound  was  employed. 

Tb.  Oakbbblbng  should  take  nothing  for 
granted  on  that  floor ;  he  called  for  proot 

llr.  Adams  sud  he  had  letters  to  show  that 
none  of  the  free  wool  was  used,  and  be  wonld 
endeavor  to  lay  bis  hand  npon  them. 

ICr.  Ellswobtb  inquired  at  what  rate  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  had  pat  these  carpet- 
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r.  Oambkxuko  s^d  at  twenty-five  per  cent. 
ad  valorem. 

V.T.  Oarsok  thereupon  moved  to  amend  the 
•mendment  so  as  to  fix  the  duty  at  twenty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

Mr.  WniTK,  of  New  York,  called  for  a  division 
ot  tbe  question,  so  that  it  should  first  be  taken 
on  ioserting  the  words  "  and  Venetian." 

Mr.  WioKuyFE  should  like  to  know  fVom 
gentlemen  who  were  familiar  with  the  subject, 
to  what  use  the  coarse  wool  was  put.  He  ree- 
oUected  that  in  1828  mnch  was  said  In  bvor 


of  admitting  it,  because  it  was  used  in  the  man- 
ofactore  of  caipeting. 

Mr.  STTrBKBUKD  said  he  bad  recentl^r  received 
a  letter  from  a  msnuItictDrer  of  this  article 
in  Philadelphia,  stating  that  the  mannfactnre 
would  be  broken  up  should  tbe  dnty  be  reduced. 
He  aaked,  on  what  article  could  duties  be  hid 
with  more  prt^riety  than  on  carpeting?  It 
was  an  article  almost  exclusively  used  by  the 
wealthier  part  of  the  community,  chiefly  those 
who  resided  in  dtiee :  in  the  country,  but  little 
of  it,  comparatively,  waa  ever  used. 

Mr.  Davis  said  uiere  was  no  auch  thing  as 
"  free  wool "  tmder  this  bilL  A  duty  waa  laid 
on  the  veiy  coarsest  kind :  it  was  used  in  mak- 
ing the  ordinary  kind  of  earpeta. 

Mr.  Adams  now  read  tbe  letter  he  had  re- 
ferred to ;  and  the  amendment  was  rejected — 
yeas  8i,  nays  96. 

Mr.  A.  withdrew  the  residue  of  his  amend- 
ment aa  to  carpets. 

The  question  recurring  on  tbe  last  danse  of 
tbe  amendment  which  proposed  a  dnty  of  six- 
teen cents  the  sqnare  jexi  on  flannek  and 

Mr.  Okaiq  moved  the  previooa  question,  and 
the  question  being  put  on  seconding  the  call,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  03,  nays  9S. 

Mr.  Affuctos  advocated  tbe  amendment. 
He  said  that  two  and  a  half  milliona  of  dollars 
were  invested  in  this  branch  of  manufacture, 
Tbe  protecting  duty,  by  the  act  of  "24,  had  been 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
At  that  time  but  littie  capital  waa  employed. 
By  tbe  act  of  1828,  a  duty  of  twenty-two  and 
a  half  cents  a  square  yard  had  been  laidonfian- 
nels  under  the  lowest  minim  ntn,  which  waa  a 
higher  protection  than  on  any  other  species  of 
woollen  goods.  The  oonaequenoe  had  been  to 
draw  a  livge  amount  of  capital  into  that  branch 
of  business :  iuMmuoh  that  the  fiannels  made 
by  tboee  engaged  had  filled  the  entire  American 
market  within  four  years  aftor.  A  larger 
amonnt  of  wool  waa  used  by  this  manufacture 
than  by  any  other.  Tbe  dnty  laid  by  tbe  bill 
upon  wool  amounted  to  forty-eigbt  per  oent : 
the  present  amendment  wonld  place  thirty-five 
per  cent  upon  flannels.  The  Committee  on 
Mannfaotnrea,  wbeu  they  reported  the  duty  at 
present  in  tbe  hill,  had  not  t>een  aware  of  the 
true  fiiots  of  the  case  whicb  had  since  oome  to 
tbtir  knowledge. 

Mr.  B^ns,  of  Maine,  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Adamb,  by  striking  out  tbe  entire  clause 
about  flanneta  and  baizes  from  the  bill,  so  as 
to  leave  the  existing  law  unaltered. 

Tbe  Ckaib  replied  in  tbe  negative. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  moved  tbe  pre- 

ons  qneetion,  and  the  call  having  been 
seconded,  tbe  previous  qneetion  was  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  was  aocord- 
nglypnt,viK:  "Shall  the  bill  beengrosaed,  and 
'ead  a  third  time  1 "  and  decided  aa  follows : 
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ber,  Buringcr,  Barttow,  Junei  B«te«,  Beanble;, 
Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  John  Btu'r,  Boack,  John  C. 
Brodbcul,  Bucher,  Bmd,  Cimbreleng,  Cur,  Cbaii- 
dler,  ChiiiD,  CUibarne,  CUj,  Collier,  Conner,  Eleu- 
tlierM  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Conriu,  Coulter,  Cnfg, 
Crane,  Dayan,  Dearbom,  Doddridge,  Doubledaj, 
Ellnrorth,  0.  Evana,  J.  Erana,  Findlay,  Hturerald, 
Ford,  Qatcher,  Oillmore,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Witliam 
Ball,  HammonB,  Harper,  Hawkins,  HelMer,  Hoffinan, 
Hogan,  Horn,  Howanl,  Hubbard,  HuaUncton,  Inger- 
■oll,  Irrin,  Isacka,  Jenifer,  Jewett,  R.  H.  Johnaon, 
Cave  Johnion,   Karanaj'h,  Kennon,  Adam  King, 


IfaiwaU,  HcCarty,  Hclntire,  Hercer,  T.  B.  Hitebell, 
KuUenberg,  Patton,  Pieraon,  Plnmmer,  Folk,  Bau- 
ddpti,  Joha  Beed,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Boaas,  Boot, 
BombI,  William  B.  Sbepard,  AnfuUne  H.  Shepperd, 
anllh,  Sonthard,  ^leight,  Spanoe,  BUndifer,   Ste- 

eens,  Stom,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Fhilemon 
omas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Yerplanck,  Ward,  Ward- 
veil,  WashiogtOD,  Wayne,  Weeka,  E.  Whittlesey, 
F.  WhitUeaej,  CampbeU  P.  While,  Willianw,  WorUi- 
ington,  Yonog— IS2. 

Kays.— Hessre.  Aleiaoder,  R.  Allen,  H.  Allen, 
Banka,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  I.  C.  Bates,  Boul- 
din.  Branch,  Briggs,  Bullard,  Burges,  Carson,  Clioate, 
Clayton,  Coke,  Lewis  Coadict,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creigbtmi,  Daniel,  DaTenport,  John  Daiis,  Warren 
B.  Daria,  Denny,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Felder,  Foster,  Oardon,  Gremiell,  GrilBn,  Hawes, 
Hodgea,  Hughes,  Ihrie,  Jirris,  KendaU,  H.  Kbg, 
Lamar,  Lewis,  Bobert  UcCoy,  Holhiffie,  HcEay, 
HcKeaoau,  Hilligaa,  Newnan,  Nuckolla,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Bencher,  Blade,  Btewart, 
Sutherland,  Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Tance, 
Watmou^  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Edward  D.  White, 
Wiokliffe,  WUde— 65. 


FBIS1.T,  June  SO. 
Dmih  of  Mr.  XUehtU. 
lb.  HowASD,  of  Uoryland,  rose,  and  thus  ad- 
dressed the  Hoose:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  de- 
¥olTed  npoa  me  to  coniniimic*te  W  the  House 
the  decease  of  Geoboe  £.  Mitohbix,  one  of  the 
representatives  for  tbe  State  of  Maryland.  The 
infirni  state  of  health  in  which  he  h^  been  for 
a  long  time  past,  mast  have  been  apparent  to 
every  one,  until  at  length  the  stm^les  between 
a  natnrallj  robust  oonstitatlon,  and  an  inveter- 
ate disease,  are  over,  have  terminated  in  his 
decease,  and  he  now  sleeps  with  his  fatliers. 
It  is  bot  a  short  time  mnce  we  were  called  on 
to  pay  the  last  melancholy  tribate  of  re«^teot, 
ana  to  follow  to  the  tomb  the  remans  of  one 
of  our  body,  who  was  suddenly  cut  off  in  the 
meridian  of  Ma  nsefalness,  and  now  we  find  our 
ranks  again  broken.  These  events  force  one 
reflection  on  my  mindf  which  I  crave  leave  to 
express.  Whilst,  in  the  performance  of  onr 
duties,  we  are  prescribing  laws  for  others,  we 
And  oarselves  the  snbjects  of  a  system  of  other 
laws,  which  we  had  no  share  in  enacting.  Sir, 
there  is  no  republio  in  the  government  of  the 


Universe ;  and  yet  how  absolnta  it  tbi  i 
sity,  how  absolnte  the  obligaiioii  of  tixam  i 
to  the  Deity,  who,  in  his  wisdom,  hwicHt  I 
that  code.  I  will  not  attempt  now,  orbit^* 
portray  the  life  or  eharacter  of  the  dccoK 
The  BpontaneooB  offer,  on  the  part  at  lit  A 
itary  authorities  of  the  city,  t«joiniaEw^3t 
timonial  of  respect  as  tho  Bouse  nu;  oli. 
sofficienUy  demonslzates  that  the  ism  i 
Mitchell  is  inscribed  on  the  loDi  i^  tat. 
Whilst  in  the  service  of  his  connlry,  inrofh 
recent  war,  his  brilliant  defence  0[  tia  bsi 
Oswego,  with  which  he  was  intmiwd,  wcait 


well,  and  obtained  respect  &om  aH 
withdraw  awhile  &om  the  c«res  whxt » 
Tonnd  UB  here,  and  nnite  in  paying  tk  U 
tribnteof  respect  to  his  memory,  hiordttta 
we  may  do  so,  I  submit  to  yon  the  fo&iii) 
TeeoIutionB : 

JtftolMd,  That  the  menben  of  thia  5om  if 
attend  the  ftmeral  of  the  late  OioaaE  E.  KnBi. 
at  five  o'clock  P.  H. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  t«  like«i*rk 
soperioteii^g  the  funeral  oTGioBai  K.  Im^ 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  H«M  6<a  tk 
fitate  of  Maryland. 

That  the  members  of  this  Heuia  will  U^im 
respect  for  ilia  memory  by  wearing  crqit,  ^ 

It  was  then  ordered  that  a  messsge  It  id 
to  the  Senate  to  notify  to  them  tbe  i/ai* 
Ur.  H.,  and  the  hour  that  his  tiaenS  tm 
take  place. 

Mr.  HowiBD,  Mr.  THOMpaoir,  of  Get^  » 
Blub,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Mr.  Aleukhu  n 
Oamok,  Mr.  DuxBOE^,  and  Ifr.  Wian,  fw 
named  as  the  committee.    After  wMdii 

The  House  a^onmed. 


8i.TTrBi>AY,  June  30. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  Senste.  puf^ 
that  a  committee  of  both  Hoases  «»it  "»  * 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  reqnesl  W 
to  recommend  a  day  for  the  observM*'^ 
genersd  fast  in  reference  to  a  delive»ii<*J* 
the  impending  judgment  of  fl  preysIaWB"' 
Asiatio  cholera,  coming  np  for  «mader»to 

Mr.  Akohek  moved  to  lay  the  nwiBW 
upon  the  table.  He  presumed  there  «•• 
gentleman  in  that  Honse  who  could  V^ 
that  either  the  General  or  the  SW  W^^  | 
menta  had,  as  snch,  any  thing  to  do  '^'J 
Buhjeot  of  religion  at  all.  The  verj  MJJ"'  , 
those  Governments  was  soffinient U>  1*"''^ 
oot,  and  the  language  of  tie  constitoiw  ""•■ 
ed  that  each  was  the  will  of  this  i>il>°>^  ! 
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On  this  motion  Mr.  WBimxssY  denuuded 
Hie  yeu  and  iiiija. 

Betng  taken,  they  atood — yeas  68,  nays  104. 

80  the  Uoiue  refused  to  lay  the  resolntion 
ipon  the  table. 

Tbe  qaeition  being  m  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  Adakb  moved  to  amend  the  resolntion 
»y  striking  ont  the  word  "  Asiatic,"  and  inaort- 
ng  in  lieu  thereof  the  irord  "  pestileotiaL" 
Ele  considered  the  oastom  of  giving  denomina- 
lon  to  diseases  from  tho  coontries  whence 
liey  came,  or  where  they  were  supposed  to 
irevail,  as  very  objectionable.  This  disease 
ntg  confined  to  no  part  of  the  world.  It  had 
HVTailed,  indeed,  in  Asia,  but  it  bad  likewise 
Men  but  too  prevalent  over  all  Europe,  and  it 
lireatened  to  become  so  in  onr  own  conntry. 
Se  repeat«d  tliat  there  was  something  ofibnsive 
n  naming  it  as  bclon^ff  to  any  one  partioalar 
XKintry.  Had  this  terrihle  disorder  originated 
n  onr  own  country,  and  should  the  people  of 
Eoiope,  when  it  came  to  them,  denominate  it 
Jie  "  American  sconrge,"  be  presumed  that  all 
Americans  would  feel  a  strong  objection  to  snch 
1  title.  It  was  one  of  the  meet  dresdthl  oalemi- 
im  that  it  had  ever  pleased  Divine  Providence 
a  inflict  upon  tbe  bamaa  race.  There  was 
Mt,  he  beltevMl,  in  all  the  records  of  history,  a 
parallel  to  it  to  be  fonnd  anywhere. 

Mr.  BcBflKs  thonzht  that  this  disease  onsht  to 
ha  designated  by  tae  name  it  bad  already  re- 
vived. It  had  been  called  in  Gnrope  the  Astatic 
jholera,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  that  name 
ihonld  be  changed.  There  was  something  in 
'hb  character  of  such  calamity,  which  caused 
]ien  to  forget  all  origin.  Nor  did  the  term 
irbicb  had  been  objected  to^  involve  in  it  any 
Lhing  of  reproach  or  reflections,  or  any  thiiu 
like  arrogating  a  snperiority  over  others,  u 
lisd  been  denominated  Asiatio  cholera  chiefly 
iritb  a  view  to  distin^niah  it  from  a  disease  of 
t  similar  kind,  but  which  was  not  epidemic — the 
Mdinary  cholera  morbus,  which  bad  always 
Iwea  prevalent,  more  or  less,  daring  the  hot 
Kason  in  this  conntry.  Whether  the  imported 
liseise  was  "pestilential"  or  not  was  a  matter 
rf  controversy.  Many  denied  it  to  be  con- 
tagions at  all,  tiiough  shonld  that  Honse,  by  its 
Ida,  pronoonce  it  to  be  a  pestilential  disease,  it 
night  perh^B  go  for  to  settle  the  question. 

Mr.  Batbb,  of  Maine,  sgreed  with  Mr,  Ada^xs 
in  tbe  sentiment  that  it  was  improper  to  des- 
ignate this  terrible  disease  by  the  name  of  any 
X)nntry.  and  sfaonld  consider  it  more  appropriate 
to  give  it  a  name  that  shonld  refer  to  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disorder  itself.  The  term  Asiatic ' 
Ud  nothing  towards  charaot«riiing  the  disease. 
He  shonld  prefer  having  it  denominated  "  apas- 

Tbe  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Adams's 
imendment,  it  was  rejected, 

Mr,  DiTis,  of  South  Oarolina,  was  opposed  to 
Ibe  resolntion  itself.  He  thought  the  act  which 
it  proposed  was  one  pecoliarly  pertaining  to  the , 
rorions  christian  churches  in  our  loud,  aud  did 


[B.  or  B. 

nob  belong  to  the  Qovernmeot  at  all.  He  was 
not  aware  that  any  such  coarse  had  been  pur- 
sued heretofore.  The  custom  had  obvicWy 
been  derived  from  our  English  ancestors.  It 
bad  long  preruled  in  England,  and  there  it  was 
proper  enough,  on  the  theory  of  their  Govern- 
ment, in  which  the  King  was  recognised  as  tbe 
head  of  the  hierarchy.  But  nobody  surely 
would  attempt  to  assimilate  the  Government 
of  OW  country,  in  this  respect,  to  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  President  of  tiie  United  States 
was  not  the  head  of  the  chnrch.  In  some  of 
tbe  States  this  fast  had  been  recommended  by 
ecclesiastical  authority.  He  understood  that  in 
Virginia  the  head  of  the  Episoopal  Ohnroh  had 
acted  on  the  subject, 

Tlus  was  very  pn^r,  and  he  presumed  tba 
example  wonld  he  followed  in  other  States. 
Bnt  the  Government,  as  such,  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter.  There  was  another  o^eo- 
tion  to  the  measure.  It  tended  to  increase 
alarm,  and  to  give  a  solemn  sanction  to  tho 
fears  of  the  people.  This,  instead  of  averting 
the  calamity,  would  ratlier  have  an  opposite 
tendency,  inasmoch  as  it  was  generally  held' 
that  a  previous  stato  of  alarm  constituted  a  great 
part  of  the  danger. 

Hr.  Dbabbobh  said  that  tbe  gentiemaa  from 
South  Oarolina  had  been  incorrect  in  sni^mrang 
that  no  such  course  had  been  heretofore  pur- 
sued. Daring  the  last  war,  &sts  bad  been  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  Oongress,  and  d^s 
of  thanksgiving  had  also  been  recooimended  by 
Washington  and  Adams. 

Mr.  Obaio  denied  that  the  resolntion  shonld 
be  objected  to  on  any  constitutional  eround. 
It  contained  nothing  obligatory.  It  did  not 
pretend  to  bind  anybody.  Shonld  the  resolu- 
tion pass,  the  President  was  free  either  to  do  it 
or  not  to  do  it,  as  he  tbonght  flt    And  if  he 

firoclumed  a  day,  the  people  were  free  to  observe 
t  or  not,  as  they  should  think  fit.  It  woe 
entirely  an  extra  ofSeial  act,  based  upon  no 
claim  to  authority,  bnt  founded  on  an  e±prea- 
■'on  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  people, 
Mr.  Cabson  tbouabt  that  this  matter  might 


He  thonght  the  measure  improper,  and  likely 
to  end  in  no  good  purpose.  The  letter  was  nA 
very  loi^,  and  he  considered  it  a  very  good 
lett«r.  He  requested  that  the  letter  might  be 
Eead  at  the  Clerk's  table, 

[Cries  of  No  I  No!— OyectI— We  have  aU 
read  it.] 

Mr.  G.  then  s^d  he  should  take  the  liberty 
of  reading  it  himself  He  then  read  in  bis  place 
the  reply  of  President  Jackson  to  an  ^lioa- 
tioo  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  on  the  subject  of  a  fast, 

tir.  Kkbb,  strongly  oltjecting  to  this  debate, 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  the  previous  qnes- 
tioa  put  and  carried,  and  tbe  yeas  and  nayB 
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ordered  an  the  main  question,  which  was  the 
third  reading  of  the  rwolutlon,  and  was  earned 
bj— yeaa  99,  naja  82. 


UoNDAT,  July  8. 
Bank  ijf  the  UniUd  Stat»~£echarter. 
The  HoQM  resumed  the  ooDsideration  of  the 
bill  to  recharter  the  United  States  Bank. 

The  question  rocnrring  on  the  amendment 
pTopoaed  bj  Ur.  Wabdwell,  of  New  York,  to 

S'  re  to  the  several  States  the  power  of  ttunng 
e  capital  employed  therein, 
Mr.  W.  eipUJned,  and  advocated  his  amend- 
ment at  considerable  length.  He  had  presented 
B  niunber  of  petitions  from  his  district  for  the 
recfaarter  of  the  banlt,  but  in  every  one  of  them 
it  was  made  a  condition  that  the  new  charter 
ahonld  contain  a  olanse  empowering  the  States 
to  tax  bank  capital  within  their  respective 
limits ;  and  he  believed  that,  could  the  question 
be  sabmitted  to  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  whether  the  States  should  have  snch  a 
■    '  ■  "  'n  the  af- 


le  out  of  ten  would  ai 


firmative.  Whj  no  such  danse  had  been  inserted 
in  the  existing  charter,  he  was  unable  to  divine. 
As  to  running  a  parallel  between  this  case  and 
that  of  the  General  Post  Office  and  its  branches, 
if  there  was  any  force  in  the  argument,  lot  it  be 
carried  ftilly  oat ;  let  fees  and  salaries  be  given 
by  the  Government  to  all  tibe  snbordmate 
offioerB  of  the  eetablishment,  and  then  the 
people  would  be  better  able  to  see  and  Judge 
whether  there  was  a  necessity  for  sncn  an 
eetablishment.  Be  believed  that  if  the  powers 
of  tbe  bank  shonld  not  be  curtailed  at  the 
present  session,  it  would  be  out  of  tbe  power 
of  any  fliture  Congress  to  resist  tbe  overwnelm- 
ing-  influence  of  so  gigantic  an  institution,  nor 
could  a  President  of  tbe  United  States  ever  be 
hereafter  elected  bat  witb  its  approbation.  He 
admitted  the  propriety  of  establishing  branches 
of  the  bank  at  points  where  it  was  necessary 
fbr  the  collection  and  safety  of  the  public 
revenoM ;  bat  in^sted  thtii  if  they  shonld  be 
placed  where  no  snch  necessity  existed,  and 
where  they  came  in  competition  with  State 
banks  of  far  weaker  power,  it  was  no  more  than 
Mr  that  they  should  be  sut^ect  to  the  same 
taxation  with  snob  banks.  Nothing  could  be 
more  oidnat,  nothing  could  effect  greater  ine- 
quality tnan  the  exemption  of  all  this  capital 
from  taxation.  He  condnded  b;  demanding  the 
jeas  and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Root  inquired  of  tbe  Chair  whether  a 
proviso  could  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment.  It  was  itself  a  substantive  propo- 
idtion,  and  was  not  connected  with  the  subject 
of  the  branches  of  the  bank,  to  which  subject 
the  sectiiHi  and  previous  amendment  referred. 

The  OiuiK  replied,  the  amendment  of  the 
^ntleman  from  New  Tork  to  tbe  amendment 
IS  perfectly  in  order.  An  amendment  may  be 
made  so  as  totally  to  tdter  tbe  nature  of  the 
original  proposition.    If  the  amendment  pro- 


tence  of  tiie  Cbur  to  suppress  as  agaiut  <m 

Questions  of  comdsteuce  are  tot  the  dun 
of  tiie  House  and  not  ttie  Chair,  and  tit  jn^ 
flition  for  amendment  is  therefore  in  oris. 

Mr.  EiLSwoBTH  observed  that  under  lb;  at 
ing  charter  the  property  of  individul!  ii  ii 
Bank  of  the  United  States  oonld  be  uud.^ 
as  their  property  in  any  other  coipaCii 
might  be.  There  waa,  therefore,  not  i  sot 
holder  in  tbe  United  Stat<s  but  could  bt  mdri 
under  the  existing  law.  As  to  the  stod  eraj 
by  the  United  States,  tbat,  it  was  mmU 
oi^bt  not  to  be  taxed.  Tliere  remaiMdtlia 
only  tbe  stock  owned  bj  fbrefgnen,  that  a§ 
not  be  reached  by  taxation,  Ifr.  £.  eaid  ht  n 
willing  to  vote  for  an  amendmeat  ^mM  *! 
be  deemed  necessary,  to  supply  that  ddaatj, 
but  it  was  at  most  only  a  sooH  matter,  la- 
eign  stockholders  within  tbe  Ststei  waim 
generally  taxed.  He  hoped  the  anxotas 
would  not  prevuL 

Ur.  UoDfffib  thought  that  the  go&n 
had  not  wdl  conadered  what  wadd  l«  A 
effect  of  his  amwdment.  He  had  »A  tta 
there  was  no  propositioa  that  poo^tvA. 
assent  to  more  r«adQy  than  that  the  stod  i 
the  United  States  Bank  ought  te  be  taiBl  k 
a  genera]  sense,  this  might  be  tme.  Bo  it 
moment  the  attempt  was  madt^  i""^ 
wonld  find  the  autyect  involved  in  incitrinh 
difficulties.  The  gentleman  had  talked  d« 
the  inequality  of  taxation.  But  hs  ■hUU 
that  no  proposition  ooold  be  devised  rial  I 
wonld  in  practice  involve  grosKr  u>d  ■«  , 
revolting  inequality  than  his  own  smnxiiE* 
It  gave  to  Pennsylvania,  where  ono-«iilhi''l  I 
the  stock  of  the  bank  was  held,  povtetn 
alltbestockholdersiiitbeUnitedBtstaiL  Tk* 
Stat«s  where  the  largest  amount  of  die  b^ 
capital  was  held,  received  the  greatest  ub^ 
benefit  from  the  bank.  And  yet  tb«s»  *m 
be  the  States  nhioh,  under  the  operatiMi  t'^ 
proposed  amendment,  wonld  tax  tht  \aii^ 
most  heavily.  The  bonus  was  tbe  onljt?" 
tax  which  could  be  levied,  and  tha  botw"- 
quired  by  this  bill  waa  very  large,  Tbe  !<•• 
under  the  existing  chaiter  was  a  nuHion  «"' 
half  for  twenty  years'  privilege,  while  IW  ■ 
the  present  bill  amounted  to  three  miffiMB*' 
fifteen  years'  privilege. 

Mr.  WiTSS  said,  in  reply,  (hat  the  ni(ii*« 
inequality  of  which  the  gentleman  qwlft  •* 
only  from  Uie  monstrous  nature  ot  tiis  1* 
Should  he  succeed  in  amending  it  In  (he  ■»■ 
ner  he  desired,  no  snob  inequaliWwinJJ'W* 
Let  the  capital  of  the  bank  be  totriW" 
among  the  States  in  such  proporticpw  tt  ^ 
mature  consideration  of  aU  circuiostm!*,  )*  ' 


tionally.  Then  where  would  b*  tleiBeqnw?. 
He  threw  out  this  idea  to  tbtse  irto*'?* 
favor  of  State  taxation,  merely  lo  sw»  "" 
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^at  their  prinoiple  was  not  of  ancli  difficult 
ipplioation  aa  might  be  imagiaed.  Should  the 
ireaent  ameudinent  ba  adopted,  Hr.  W,  shoald 
bllow  it  up  with  another  of  the  nature  he  had 
leeoribed. 

Ur.  Boot  was  opposed  to  the  present  amend- 
neat.  Though  he  was  in  favor  of  the  States 
lutviug  power  to  tax  the  hank,  hla  own  propo- 
dtioQ  would  be  that  the  States  Bhonld  have 
Mwer  to  ftx  the  atoek  of  the  United  Stat«B 
bank  at  the  same  rate  that  they  taxed  the  stock 
>f  their  own  bank.  Bnt  this  was  to  be  on  con- 
Utlon  of  remitting  the  bonus  enticelj.  The 
bonus  of  t2CK),000  a  year  amonnted  to  about 
leven  mills  to  the  dollar  on  the  whole  capital  of 
the  bank,  whereas  the  tax  imposed  by  the  State 
t£  Kew  York  npon  her  owa  hanks  did  not  ex- 
seed  two  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Ur.  Wabdweli,  ezpluned,  and  insisted  that 
Ihe  States  b?  his  amendment  vonld  tax  the 
(lock  of  the  United  States  Bank,  bat  in  no 
Dther  mode  than  they  did  the  stock  of  their 
iwn  banks. 

Ur.  Olattoh  replied  to  Hr.  Boor,  reminding 
bim  that  the  United  States  Bank  stock  was 
low  worth  one  hundred  and  tvent;-five  dollars 
!br  eveij  bondred.  With  sach  an  advance,  the 
bank  might  well  afford  to  pa;  a  bouDs.  A  tax 
7f  Sve  per  cent,  npon  one  hundred  and  twentj- 
Sve  dollarB  would  be  eqaed  to  a  tax  of  six  per 
Mnt.  on  a  hondred  dollars.  By  the  passing  of 
ihis  bill,  the  bank  would,  in  effect,  have  a  dear 
uldition  to  its  capital  of  twenty-nve  per  cent. 
[C  was  for  this  that  the  bonns  was  dven.  Why 
hea  shoold  the  stock  of  this  bank  be  exempted 
iroQi  taxation  anj  more  than  the  stock  of  the 
jtate  banks  ?    Could  any  good  reason  be  given 

Ur.  EvxKBTr,  of  Vermont,  a^d  he  rose  to 
nske  an  inqnirj  relative  to  the  bank  taxes  in 
!Tew  York.  In  that  State  they  had  a  safety 
^md  system,  and  he  understood  Uiat  banks  who 
vonld  not  come  in  nader  that  system  were 
laxed,  with  a  view  to  compel  them  to  assent 
io  it.  The  amendment  coming  ftom  that  State, 
le  presnmed  it  had  relation  to  the  safety  fond 
lystem,  and  to  the  prospective  exercise  of  this 
»iing  power  to  tax  the  bank  without  limita- 
iioD.  The  branches  might  thus  be  driven  ont 
if  the  State,  nnleas  thoy  would  come  in  nnder 
^t  system.  His  ol^ection  was  not  to  giving 
he  State  power  to  tax  the  bank,  bnt  to  the 
ndimited  natnre  of  the  power  proposed  to  be 
{iven.  The  queetion  bemg  on  an  amendment 
to  an  amendment,  he  was  preclnded  from  oSbr- 
iog  any  limitation  to  the  power, 

Mr.  Wabdwsix  replied  that,  in  offering  hia 
tmendment,  be  had  not  had  the  slightest  refer- 
iQce  to  the  safety  fund;  no  snch  thing  had  been 
in  his  thoaghts.  He  was  willing  that  the  power 
}f  the  States  should  be  limited,  and  that  all  the 
States  shonld  be  put  on  the  same  footing. 

Ur.  DiTiB,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  r^etted  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  WAanwxLL) 
ud  modified  his  amendment,  and  presented  it 
in  the  form  in  which  it  now  appeared ;  as  it 


DOW  assumed  to  prescribe  to  a  State  the  mode 
in  which  that  Slate  ahonid  exercise  its  power  of 
taxation.  He  was  aware  that  the  concurrent 
power  of  taxation  possessed  by  a  State  in  com- 
mon with  the  Qenerol  Qovemment,  was  ex' 
tremely  delicate  in  its  natnre  -,  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly tme  that,  if  the  Government  had  within 
any  State  funds  which  were  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  such  funds  were  not  liable  to  be 
taxed  by  the  State.  Bnt  when  the  Government 
vested  its  funds  iu  a  canal,  or  in  a  bank,  or  in 
any  company  within  the  State,  it  waived  that 
distinction,  and  the  right  of  the  State  to  tax 
immediately  accrued.  Oonld  it  Iw  right  that 
the  oitixens  of  a  State  ahoold  have  a  place  of 
reftige  within  the  State  where  they  might  vest 
their  property,  and  have  it  aaored  from  the  tax- 
ing power  of  tne  State  t  A  citizen  who  would 
denre  this,  was  rarely  nnworthy  of  the  name. 
It  bad  been  a^d  by  some  goaUemen  that  this 
bank  qnestion  had  been  eettled  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Ur.  D.  did  not  regard  it  in 
that  light  He  knew  of  bnt  one  qnestion  which 
oonld  be  said  to  have  been  settied  by  the  people 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitntion,  and  that 
was  the  qnestion  in  reference  to  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws.  This  the  people  had  settled 
themselves,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  all 
the  branohee  of  their  Government,  legislative, 
executive,  and  Judicial.  With  this  exception, 
there  was  not  one  political  proposition  that  did 
not  remtun  as  unsettled  now  as  it  was  then. 
But  independent  of  the  concurrent  power  of 
taxation  possessed  by  the  States,  (on  which 
doctrine,  however,  Ur,  Madison  had  labored  to 
support  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,) 
as  a  mere  act  of  pmdence,  he  considered  it  the 
safest  and  the  wisest  conrse  to  insert  such  a 
provision  in  tbe  charter.  What  would  not  such 
a  clause  have  saved  to  tbe  Government  in  the 
great  lottery  case  t 

Ur.  Bill  was  in  fbvor  of  the  object  of  the 
amendment,  but  the  amendment  was  insufficient 
to  attain  that  object.  It  laid  down  as  a  crite- 
rion by  which  the  States  were  to  tax  the  United 
States  Bank  stock,  the  rate  at  which  they 
taxed  their  own  bank  stock.  But  in  Tennessee, 
and,  he  believed  in  Kentucky,  and  in  some 
other  States,  bai^  were  not  liable  to  taxation 
at  all.  The  criterion  therefore  &tled.  He 
BUBsested  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Ur.  Wabowbll)  to  pnt  his  amendment  in  snch 
a  shape  as  that  the  amount  of  capital  vested  in 
SQoh  branch  should  ha  reported  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  where  such  branch  was  situ- 
ated. It  had  been  sn«(ested  that  the  amend- 
ment would  ^ve  an  nndue  power  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  but,  as  a  counterpoise  to 
that,  he  would  remind  gentlemen  of  the  amount 
of  stock  in  the  Weetem  States,  The  L^is- 
latnres  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  Umon 
— in  Uassaohnsetts  and  in  Sonth  Carolina,  would 
have  it  in  their  power  to  raise  a  tax  upon  bank 
stock  in  Tennessee.  Such  a  feature  called  alond 
fur  some  remedy,  as  he  believed  there  was 
existence  where  a  Legislatnre 
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Attempted  to  tax  capita]  which  \»j  beytwd  its 
own  Itmita.  Be  admitted  that  the  mbject  was 
attended  with  great  diffioidtT ;  bat  he  tbooBht 
that  at  leaat  sometMng  might  be  dmie  that 
would  be  prefwable  to  the  present  atato  of 

Mr.  HrBBABD  was  not  satisfied  witli  the 
amendment,  although  he  should  deoline  ofibring 
a  snbstitate.  He  then  went  into  a  psTtlctdar 
aoconat  of  the  maimer  in  which  banks  were 
taxed  in  Kew  Hsmpshire. 

Hr.  Adaub  said  he  hoped,  if  an;  amendment 
was  adopted,  sllowing  ttie  ITiiited  Statee  Bank 
to  be  taxed  bj  the  States  for  Hie  benefit  of 
the  State  treasaries,  gentlemen  would,  in  fidr- 
ness,  offer  a  further  amendment,  oUowing  the 
State  banks  to  be  taxed  bjr  Congress  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Treasurj  of  the  United  States,  in 
proportion  to  the  bonns  to  be  paid  bj  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Then  there  wonld  be 
something  like  eqoality.  This  biU  reqnired  the 
stockholders  of  the  United  States  Bank  to  pa^ 
to  the  Government  a  tax  of  twmty  thonsand 
dollars  a  ;ear  for  the  priirileRe  of  doing  banking 
business.  Bid  the  State  baokspaj  that  amoont 
to  the  Treasnrj  of  the  United  8tat«s  I  If  they 
did,  then  the  system  might  have  some  preten- 
sions to  eqnality.  Mr.  A.  hoped  that  do  amend- 
ment wonld  pass  which  should  in  any  sh^>e 
pnt  this  institation  into  the  power  of  the  8t^ 
Legislatores,  As  to  the  State  tAiing  the  stock 
held  by  their  own  citizens,  they  wonld  on  that 
sabject  do  as  they  pleased.  None  disputed  their 
right  BO  to  do.  Bnt  that  was  all  the  right  they 
otight  to  possess  in  the  matter.  It  liad  been 
said  by  the  gentlenun  from  New  York  (Ur, 
Wasdwbll)  that,  oonld  the  sense  of  the  people 
be  taken,  nine-tenths  of  them  woold  vote  in 
faTor  of  the  present  amuidment  In  that 
opinion  ha  believed  the  gentleman  to  t>e  very 
mnch  mistaken,  thonsh  it  might  Im  very  trae 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  stocknolders  in  State 
banks,  and,  for  angbt  he  knew,  the  other  tenth 
also,  would  very  willingly  vote  for  it.  There 
were,  indeed,  nnmerons  and  honorable  eicep' 
tions,  as  some  of  the  memorials  from  the  Bute 
banks  would  prove.  The  gentieman,  indeed, 
had  spoken  of  memorials  from  his  own 
district,  in  which  it  was  made  a  condition 
of  the  petition  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  that 
the  State  Ledalatnres  should  have  power  to 
tax  the  capital  employed  by  the  tiranohes.  If 
these  memorials  contained  anah  a  provision, 
Mr,  A.  believed  that  in  that  respect  they  dif- 
fered from  all  others  which  had  Deen  received 
upon  the  snt^ect  He  did  not  know  of  another 
instence  where  any  snch  condition  had  been 
hinted  at.  The  House  had  had  a  great  deal  of 
debate  already  on  this  subject,  and  an  exposi- 
tion had  been  mode  of  the  manner  and  form  in 
which  the  safety  fund  system  had  been  organized 
and  applied  within  the  limita  of  a  great  and  pre- 
ponderant State  of  the  Union,  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  which  a  memorial  had  been  sent  to  the 
House  accompanied  by  instructions  to  the  Sena- 
tors, and  a  reqnest  to  the  Bepresentatlves  of 
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the  State  to  vote  agunst  the  rechartttiuri 
the  liank.  Was  that  memorial  the  Toiatili 
people  of  New  York  t  No.  It  -wu  ttit  na 
of  a  few  interested  individnsli,  opcndDi  h* 
means  of  political  manoeuvres  to  get  fix  te 
selves  an  interest  of  seven  per  cent  by  friW 
out  of  the  State  the  branches  of  ■  buk  ^ 
loaned  money  at  six  per  cent  To  ibir » 
mortal  honor,  some  of  the  rqtressntilinshi 
the  State  of  New  Y<wk  itself  had«ipoi(d^ 
whole  transaction,  and  exhibited  tlie  am 
tissue  of  party  machinery  to  the  polfic  m 
of  the  people  of  the  Union.  Althooih  tiiBB 
might  not  be  so  strong  in  other  Stilei,  jtl  it 
some  priuolple  of  private  and  Mnotu)  iuaa 
would  doubtleea  op«rate  on  tWi  ifas.  id 
many  of  the  memmials  against  the  biok  iftta 


ice  wliich  was,  in  effect,  a^iainst  tlu  pM|k 
Mr.  A.  wonld  prefer  that  this  sedioii  of  it 
bill  shonld  be  stricken  out  entirely,  m  it  M 
give  to  the  States  a  partial  ooDtrol  oifs  tta 
bank,  which,  in  his  opinion,  tiieyonditMB 
possess.  The  power  of  Congress  oootaiwBM 
be  transferred  to  the  State  Leoslitani  tm 
the  power  of  Legislatnreaooiddbe  jKamU^ 
Congress.  The  people  h«dgivakto(sa da 
own  powers.  That  which  th^hid  grtal 
CongiW,  it  was  tiie  daty  <tf  OcmgnH  Isov- 
cise.  It  was  giv«i  by  the  people  <rftba8tM 
not  by  the  State  Legislatnres.  They  ««  ■■ 
low  servonta  t^  the  same  masters.  Tbt  ■» 
bers  of  the  State  Legislahires  reprM»tri4i 
people  of  their  own  States.  ThemtnliEia 
this  Hoose  were  representatives  of  tbe  pc^ 
not  only  of  the  States  to  which  tb^  Kwt 
tively  belonBcd,  but  of  the  people  rf  ui»  »» 
Union.  Whenever  the  Legislatnre  of » *» 
undertook  to  tax  the  United  Ststss  Bukw 
within  that  State,  it  amounted  to  neiliff  f" 
nor  leas  than  this:  it  wasasiD^e&tslel'fi*'' 
tnre  undertaking  to  pasi  laws  whidi  »«  " 
affect  the  interests  of  the  whde  TJaion;  it  w 
the  Government  of  one  State  iagifltfiiil^ 
the  iuterests  of  all  the  States. 

Mr.  A.  wonld  eiclnde  all  Stale  l(p«l«« 
from  having  any  infiuenoe  on  this  JMtiWM. 
State  power  had  once  and  agwn  inl«fcM'| 
injure  the  institution.  Wherever  il  lud  "* 
exerted,  the  effect  had  been  peniici(iiB,so^ 
festiy  pernicious,  that  even  the  BtsM  I*?* 
tore  itself  had  more  tlum  (ooe  le*"''V[J 
the  efffeota,  to  oome  back  to  better  p™^ 
In  the  very  State  of  New  Hamp^™" 
had  been  particnlarly  referred  to,  "^  *"■ 
the  last  three  years,  a  dictatorial  lett«f  baiW 
ent  from  members  of  the  L^sBw  *'.'•' 
ireaident  and  directors  of  the  psrwt  "wt^T 
lesignating  what  individnal  they  ahooU  W" 
Ks  president  and  a  whde  ad  <i  ^"''"'zZ 
branch  wiUiin  that  Stat*.  Mr.  A-wwW" 
1  sndi  interference.  Let  the  StsM  if* 
tnres  move  with  all  posrtWs  frwtoi  TfJ" 
their  own  proper  orbits.  Let  then  «»'^^ 
tbe  legitimate  power  oonforred  spa  ''■° " 
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the  Mople.  Let  Ooogrees  neTW  attempt  to 
intemre  with  tbem  in  their  appropriate  ftmo- 
tions;  bntlet  them  oot  interferewiththelegis- 
latloa  of  OoDgreM.  He  hoped  that  the  amoid- 
nadt  would  not  prev^. 

l£r.  Babbodb,  of  Virg^ia,  Bud  that  he  wu 
ippowd  to  the  preeent  amendmeat,  u  he  had 
tMen  to  all  its  antMedents  and  BooeMorlee ;  he 
iraa  for  reohartering  the  bank,  and  fbr  that 
reaion  he  most  resist  theae  indirect  ohetaoles 
Jiat  were  thrown  into  hia  path,  and  whiob 
mart  tend  to  defeat  that  object 

The  power  to  tax,  if  ooiuerred  on  the  States, 
irsB  in  itself  a  power  to  deetroy ;  and  nnder  no 
raise,  and  for  no  purpose,  would  he  arm  the 
Itatea  with  so  misohieyoos  a  power.  He  would 
rather  pat  down  the  bank  at  onoe,  b?  a  vote 
iffeotiiiz  that  result  openlj,  boldlj,  and  in  the 
luM  of  aaj,  than  travel  the  by-wajs  of  indireo- 
ion  to  reach  it.  From  boyhood  to  the  present 
noment  of  my  life  I  have  seen,  felt,  and  ei' 
pressed  my  own  sense  of  the  necessity  of  this 
Male  These  opini(»iB  have  been  freely,  filly, 
ind  publicly  expressed  to  those  who  had  a  right 
o  know  them.  I  am  sent  here  with  a  knowl- 
Klge  of  these  opinions,  and  npon  them  I  mean 
»  aot.  I  should  be  false  to  myself,  as  well  as 
io  otiers,  if  I  now  pat  them  away  from  me. 
fet  if  I  had  the  power  wished  by  Oaligola,  (I 
leliere,)  and  all  the  banks  of  the  earth  had  bat 
joe  neck,  I  wonld  not  hentate  a  moment  in 
giving  the  blow.  Bat  we  are  not  w>  dronm- 
itaa<wd.  A  statesman  most  look  to  the  erisdng 
Maditkin  of  things,  and  find  his  obligations  or 
Inty  in  their  present  relation  to  the  public 
interesta.  A  distingoiahed  ooUeagae  of  mine, 
ICr.  J.  Raadotpb,)  [no  longer  a  member  of  this 
Qonaa,  bat  whose  opinions  always  oi»omand 
ray  reapeetf]  said,  on  a  former  oooarion.  that 
the  fonndMa  at  oor  Oovenunent  inltndea  that 
this  ahoold  be  a  hard  money  Govenimrat. 
Qeoive  Waaldngton  and  Alexander  Bamilbw 
{oicUy  saw  that  this  Was  imposrible ;  bnt  they 
Mw  that  pnblio  morals,  pnblio  interest,  ai^ 
Bommon  bonesty,  reqnlred  the  closest  possible 
mproximatioD  to  it.  lluswasfoaDdinuieerea- 
oon  of  the  National  Bank  in  1791,  pat  down 
b  1811,  and  the  need  for  its  reestabiishment 
itrikingly  illoBtrated  in  the  pinching  neceatities 
rf  which  the  preeeat  bank  is  the  oSepring.  A 
metellio  cnrrenoy  wonld  t>e  the  soundest,  the 
MieBt,  the  least  liable  to  flnctoaUon  or  fraud. 
Bat,  air,  we  are  not  employed  in  studying 
ilohemy,  nor  have  we,  nor  can  we,  discover  it. 
We.cannot  change  the  present  state  of  thmgs; 
ire  mart  look  oat  for  that  which  is  the  best,  the 
nueat  soooedanenm  for  a  metallio  cuTrency. 
Fhere  is  no  ooonsellor  so  safe,  no  guide  so 
snerring,  as  experience.  This  we  once  disre- 
garded ;  we  inoarred  the  penalties  of  an  error, 
sad  were  driven  back  into  those  fbotsteps  in, 
whi^  we  were  stonily  and  severely  oounselleif 
to  tread. 

In  the  whole  system  of  trade,  in  its  largert 
DompreheiiHon,  there  is  no  nerve  so  delicate, 
acme  so  sensitive,  as  ito  money  nerve.    No 


mattor  whether  that  nerve  be  made  of  coiii, 
golden  bullion,  or  bank  notes.  Touoh  it,  and 
the  vibration  is  deep,  and  long,  and  senrible, 
tbrooghout  its  own  worid  of  commerce  and 
exchanges.  The  cironlating  medium  of  every 
oonntry  is  its  scale  of  value ;  and  npon  it,  and 
by  it,  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the  stability 
of  property  most  be  graduated  and  deSned. 

The  power  in  the  6tat«a  to  tax  ml  Uiititm 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  nrither  more  nor 
less  than  a  power,  at  the  same  will,  to  increase  or 
diminish  the  quantity  of  oironlating  medium,  and 
to  prescribe  terms  as  tiie  price  of  its  forbear- 
ance, br  which  the  amoant  of  currency  may  be 
swelled  or  decreased.  If  this  be  not  a  power 
to  fix  the  valne  of  pnmerty  by  the  fluctuating 
oouDsels  of  the  local  Oovemments,  then  the 
grant  proposed  to  be  given  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  exerdsed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Stat«a.  K  it  be  such  powtf,  then  it  sbonld 
be  withheld  by  all  (he  ooligations  that  bind  ug 
to  our  social  and  rdative  datJes.  Is  not,  said 
Ur.  B.,  the  hfrtory  of  the  States  fiUed  with 
those  freaks  in  l^;i^tion  which  toacb  the 
rights  of  pn^wrty,  and  the  correlative  wealth 
and  poverty  of  oor  citizens,  by  a  circaitons 
action,  but  as  fatally  and  as  mischievously  as 
the  more  direct  agency  of  tiie  most  profligate 
men  m  the  worst  ages  of  the  world?  The 
means  4^  expelliag  the  measore  of  value  through 
Uie  power  tit  taxation  is  too  large  and  dangerous 
an  endowment  of  power ;  is  a  trust  pr^nant 
irith  too  mooh  of  evil,  to  be  part«d  with,  if  it 
be  posnble  to  withhold  it.  What  are  these 
sadden  and  violent  floctnations  in  the  channels 
of  currency,  bat  one  great  and  fatal  Eoripus,  lu 
which  labor  loses  the  sweat  of  its  own  brow, 
and  canning  gaint,  that  for  which  it  never  has 
and  never  will  toil  i^nent  changes  in  this 
measaro  of  value  (the  ooin  and  bank  not«e) 
invariably  instigate  (me  portion  of  society  to 
prey  upon  another.  Yon  let  loose  and  stimu- 
late the  sharpened  wits  of  one  class  of  men 
agunst  the  blunter  intdleots  of  another ;  and 
in  the  otmfliot  the  hard  earnings  of  honert 
kdnstry  become  the  victim  and  the  socrifioe. 
The  SUte  L^islatores  interested  in  the  State 
banks  will  so  tax  the  national  enrreney  as  to 
secure  the  oiroulation  of  its  own  notes ;  and 
then  comes  the  stmggle  who  shall  fill  the 
channels  of  currency.  No  sach  strife  ever  did 
exist  withoat  this  effect ;  the  bad  notes  will 
drive  the  good  notes  out  of  circulation.  Why, 
sir,  it  is  the  plainest  thing  in  our  daily  transac- 
tions. The  purchaser  goes  into  market  with 
two  notes  in  his  pocket,  the  one  good  beyond 
doubt,  the  oflWT  on  a  sonpidons  bonk,  and  of 
donbutal  credit— which  will  that  parchsaer  part 
with  ui  the  maiket  I  Will  he  not  push  the  bad 
or  doubtfU  note  away  ftwn  him,  and  retain  the 
good  one  t  Will  not  everybody  else  do  so  tooT 
And  thus  the  bod  notes  beotMne  otir  oiraulating 
medinin.  Is  self-interest  dead,  or  has  that 
sleepless  passion  now  determined  for  once  to 
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Bleep,  bat  it  hIwats  wakea  up  refreshed  b;  it« 
Blomben ;  and  tlioQgli  from  some  sort  of  pnr^ 
pose,  Ood  knows  well  what,  this  bank  nuij 
either  be  deferred  or  put  down,  (for  doabt 
about  it  will  ^ve  birth  to  fraad  and  mischief, 
and  the  swapping  of  propertj  withont  valuable 
ooDBideratioD,)  jet  I  eay,  sir,  it  will  agaui  riae, 
and  it  will  owe  its  renewed  existence  to  the 
honest;,  the  intelligence,  af ,  the  absolute 
sitiei  m  the  coantrj. 

Bot  another  point  in  view.  Gentlemen  argae 
this  question  as  if  we  were  trenching  npon  the 
power  of  the  States.  Are  the  tme  friends  of 
the  State  rights  aware  of  the  difficaltiea  that 
here  lie  in  wait  for  them,  and  into  which  they 
are  now  plunging  t  The  taxing  power  is  either 
inherent  in  the  Btat«s,  belonging  to  them  of 
right,  or  it  is  noL  If  in  them,  onr  grant  is  idle, 
BQpererogator;,  and  worthlesB.  If  not  in  them, 
can  this  Gorenunent,  the  oreatnre  of  the  States, 
throw  back  power  apon  its  creator!  If  the 
power  be  in  ns,  and  is  only  to  be  exercised  by 
onr  gift,  may  we  not  give  it,  in  whole  or  in 

SEtrt,  to  one,  to  more  of  the  &tat«e,  and  to  ail  ? 
ir,  the  trite  ""Tim^  (Sijnt  tit  dare,  tjvt  tit 
di*ponere,  aprings  to  the  view.  May  we  not 
give  it  on  oonditioo,  and  canse  the  troe  and 
Hovereisn  States  of  this  confederacy  to  kneel 
and  to  knock  at  onr  doors  for  terms  and  condi- 
tions ;  ay,  the  terms  and  conditions  which  the 
master  prescribes  to  hie  slave  I  Is  State  pride 
to  be  relinked  by  the  federal  frown,  or  Cheered 
by  the  federal  smile.  For  one,  and  I  clum  to 
be,  in  the  legitimate  sense  of  the  term,  as  geno- 
ioe  a  Mend  of  the  reserved  powers  of  the  Statee 
as  any  boaster  here ;  for  one,  all  my  pride  and 
all  m  J  principles  in  relation  to  State  sovereignty 
rise  up  in  rebellion  to  this  notion.  There  is  a 
spirit  and  a  temper  in  the  States  that  would 
revolt  at  snch  an  mterpretation  of  thdr  rights. 
Between  the  two  GoveromentA,  the  sovereign 
power,  the  people,  have  partitioned  oat  granted 
means  for  specified  ends.  And  the  autiiority 
«f  neither  the  one  Government  nor  the  other 
can  be  augmented  or  diminisbad  by  the  gift  or 
grant  of  the  other.  Yon  cannot  make  the  Btat^ 
tenants  at  the  federal  will.  I  repeat,  sir,  if  we 
have  this  power  to  tax,  can  we  transfuse  it  at 
will  Into  the  local  l^istation  of  the  several 
States  i  Is  this  power  so  mntable  that  we  can 
retain  or  transfer  it  at  onr  pleasure!  I  rely 
apon  that  salutary  principle  which  is  engrafted 
into  onr  system  of  jorispmdeace,  and  drawn 
fh)m  the  wisdom  of  antiquity — Iklegatvt  nan 
mjtat  delegare.  It  is  a  maxim  drsvm  to  ua 
from  our  Anglo-Saxon  forefathers.  When  a 
lawless  king,  meanly  sunk  in  loose,  inglorious 
loxory,  aimed  at  still  more  lawless  power,  and 
claimed  the  right  of  milimited  taxation  as  being 
within  himself  by  the  ready  grant  of  a  tame 
and  supple  Fariiament,  a  hardy  and  fearless 
baron  (an  iron  baron)  said —  "  Delegatta  non 
foteit  deltgart."  The  baron  won  liberty  and 
immortality;  the  king  lost  his  head.  This 
claim,  the  stern  reproai^  and  the  commen- 
tar;  that  followed,  are  dear  to  liberty,  and 


stand  in  the  records  of  history.  Sit,  the  Sum 
cannot,  will  not  take  by  your  gift.  We  a«^ 
not  to  give  it  if  we  could ;  because  we  ^i 
power  to  destroy  this  neceassry  &!bnc  fcr  it 
public  wants,  the  public  cece^ties ;  this  tWi 
for  public  morals,  and  this  barrier  againtf  At 
irruption  of  all  the  ills  that  inTade  the  rigktd 
fair  dealing  and  honest  indostry.  I  tni<l  <it 
this  amen&neut,  with  its  in^denta  aod  ntso- 
tntea,  will  ecoli  be  leiected. 

Mr.  MnBLEiiBXBa,OftTii>g  aaked  and  Mad 
leave  to  be  excnaed  from  Totin^  ia  cctiseqaoa 
of  his  having  reoently  acquired  aonw  U  At 
stock  of  the  bank, 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  lb.  T 
was  pot,  and  negatived — yeas  69,  nays  93l 

Mr.  WATNs  tiien  moved  an  amendnm^a 
substance,  vii.,  that  the  bank  shonid  pay  to  6» 
several  States,  for  the  privilege  of  hsn| 
branches  therein,  an  annuity  of  one  per  oes. 
on  the  capital  sto«k  which  may  be  asn^Md  s 
each  branch,  but  which  be  withdrew  in  hxixd 

Mr.  W.  B.  Davis,  who  proposed  aaotir 
amendment,  in  substance,  viz.,  to  provide  t^ 
nothing  in  this  sot,  or  the  origin^  act,  i^k^ 
be  construed  to  exempt  or  derive  tbe  ensa 
States  of  their  power  of  taxation. 

The  amendment  was  debated  at  length. 

Mr.  Adams  remarked  that  it  was  in  effwt  a 
nullify  the  decisions  made  on  this  eabject  t? 
the  Snpteme  Court 

After  some  farther  discosnon  hj  VEsaa 
Ellswobth,  Davis,  Ikokssou.,  and  Hcisui^ 
Mr.  E.  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoose^  whki  *> 
negatived. 

Mr.  Mabbhau,  swd  it  appeared  to  him  to  la 
appropriate,  while  we  are  engaged  in  oonsderi^ 
the  pn^riety  of  recognizing  the  powo-  of  4* 
States  to  tax  this  institution,  or  of  ocmfttriEf 
such  power  upon  them,  to  look  back  upon  tfe 
instances  in  which  this  power  had  been  eiercisad, 
or  attempted  to  be  exercised,  on  the  part  of  fte 
States,  that  we  might  thus  see  what  would  pnila- 
bly  be  tbe  effect  of  the  recognition  or  grant  of  tb 
power,  if  now  expressly  made.  He  recoDcMed 
three  instances  of  the  exercise,  or  attenpMd 
exercise,  of  such  a  power,  by  Eeotockj,  h; 
Ohio,  and  by  Maryland,  In  two  of  these  eiati 
he  was  certun,  and  in  all  of  them  he  belien^ 
tbe  open  and  avowed  object  of  impodng  iki 
tax  was  to  drive  the  branches  of  uie  Ca!t«J 
States  Bank  from  those  States  re^tedivd;; 
and,  from  the  amount  of  the  tax  imposed,  Bub 
must  have  been  the  effect,  if  the  tax  had  bMi 
collected.  Since,  then,  the  power  to  tax  n^ 
be  nsed  for  the  pnrpose,  and  to  tlie  eiteni  ef 
destroying  the  subject ;  and  as  experieiKe  h(d 
shown  that  it  had  been  attempted  to  be  tad 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  that  extent,  in  regBd 
to  the  bant^  it  seesied  lo  tum  to  involrc  » 
palpable  inconsistency  for  those  wIurmuntaiMi 
Vie  constitutional  power  of  Congres  to  tual 
this  chariier,  and  who  intended  to  vote  tat  At 
continuance  of  the  bank,  to  insert  in  the  intbs- 
ment  which  should  provide  for  its  contiMal 
existence,  th4  grant  or  rccognitim  of  a  li^ 
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a  otber  GoTemmectSj  which,  Jadgins  fh)nithe 
taat,  he  was  Justified  in  BaTing  would  hj  some 
tt  tliose  QoTemments  be  nsea  for  the  pnrptMe 
»f  destroying  it.  To  graat  to  the  Bt>t«8,  or  to 
Ldmit  that  the?  EJre&dj  possess  the  nnlimited 
>on'er  of  taxing  the  branohee  aitnated  within 
ihem  respecUvely,  was  to  admit,  or  to  grant  to 
ihe  States  the  right  to  defeat  and  destroy  the 
purposes  anA  objects  for  which  the  bank  might 
be  crested ;  and  was  so  obrioasl j  and  ntterly  at 


Uonal,  that  he  tlioaglit  it  imposrible  for  those 
who  mtended  to  vote  fbr  the  charter,  also  to 
Bnpport  the  amendment  now  under  ocniaidera- 
tion. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Datib 
was  negatived — yeaa  81,  ii»ys  108. 

Mr.  W^iRE  then  renewed  the  amendment  he 
had  jtiBt  withdrawn. 

Mr.  IIowi^D  aQggest«d  as  a  modifioaldoD,  to 
insert,  "and  no  bonna  shall  be  pud  hj  the 
bank-"  and  said,  if  this  was  added,  he  would 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Watux  accepted  the  BOffiestdoQ,  and 
modified  his  amendment  accordingly. 

After  a  protracted  debate,  in  wbioh  ICesars. 
POTTOS,  DoDDsn>oK,  Inoebsoll,  Watbx,  Couh- 
TXB,  and  Ibtin  took  part. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
Waykb,  as  modified,  was  negatived— jeas  08, 
naTs  108. 

Ifr.  HcBBASD  proposed  on  amendment,  that 
the  States  may  have  the  power  to  tax  the  bank 
branohea  at  a  rate  not  ezoeeding  one-half  per 
cent. 

Negatived— yeas  81,  naya  90, 
Hr.  Obajo  said  it  was  evident  that  Qie  bill 
wonld  be  carried  in  a  shape  not  very  different 
fh>m  what  it  was.    He  would  therefbre  move 
the  previooa  question.    It  was  not  seconded. 

lb-.  Bill  proposed  an  amendment,  in  snb- 
itonoe,  viz:  uiat  there  ehonld  be  a  tu  on  the 
profits  of  the  branches  in  each  State,  not  exoeed- 
ing  the  tax  paid  by  the  local  bonks.  The  amend- 
ment was  negatived — ;eas  87,  nays  94. 

Mr.  Makn'  moved  an  amendment  in  the  fol- 
lowing form ; 

"  Oa  so  muoh  of  the  cai^Ui  slook  held  by  forelgn- 
•TS  or  tWr  ageats,  there  shall  be  ptid  by  the 
pretitknt,  ont  of  their  respective  dividends  on 
ito<^,  one  per  cant." 

He  insisted  that  it  was  no  more  than  just 
that  a  State  shonld  be  allowed  to  tax  the  capital 
of  branch  banks  within  its  own  limits.  For 
however  convenient  tnch  brouchea  might  be,  it 
mnst  be  admitted  that  their  capital  took  Uie 
place  of  just  so  much  State  bank  capital,  which 
wonld  otherwise  be  employed,  and  which  wonld 
yieU  the  SUte  a  revenue. 

Mr.  AsAKS  remarked  that  this  was,  in  efiiact, 
wying  that  foreigners  ahonld  not  bold  any 

Mr,  Watbx  oonld  not  vote  for  this  amend- 
mmt,  as  he  was  willing  to  make  the  bank  oa 
good  as  he  could,  bot  not  as  bad  as  he  oonld. 


Mr.  BnBD,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  proposition  sabinitted  by  his  col- 
league was  entitled  to  respectfol  consideration. 
Let  ns  eiamine  it,  said  Mr,  B.,  and  decide  npon 
its  merits.  It  proposes  that,  on  so  moch  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  United  Stjitos  Bank  as  shall 
or  ma;y  be  held  by  foreigners  or  their  agents  on 
or  after  the  ad  day  of  ^rch,  1836,  there  shall 
be  pud,  annually,  by  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  said  bant,  mto  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  one  per  cent.,  to  t>e  dedacted  from  the 
dividend  which  may  be  due  and  payable  to  aaid 
foreigners  or  their  agents.  It  la  well  known 
that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  a  very  great  amount  is  held  by  foreigners. 
In  uainx  the  term  foreigners  here,  I  mean  per- 
.  sons  subject  to  fordgn  Oovemmeats,  and  not 
residing  within  the  United  States.  This  is  not 
otijectionable,  and  it  conclnsivety  proves  that 
great  confidence  is  entertmned  in  the  stability 
of  the  institnCion,  and  that  it  has  been  pmdentlr 
as  well  as  profitably  conducted.  For,  after  all, 
it  is  interest  which  governs  in  cases  of  this  kind. 
Does  any  one  believe  that  it  was  with  a  sole 
view  to  benefit  this  country  that  those  foreigners 
were  indnced  to  make  such  investments  t  Oer- 
tainlj  not.  Thej  believed  that  atock  in  thb 
bank  wonld  be  productive,  and  they  calonlat«d 
wisely,  as  experience  has  demonstrated.  We 
were  well  pleased  that  they  sent  their  money 
here,  and  1,  for  one,  would  have  no  objection 
if  more  of  it  were  sent  or  brought  here, 
for  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  "  wnere  vonr 
ti«asure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also." 
Having  said  this  much  respectingstock  held  by 
persons  not  redding  within  the  United  Btate^ 
it  is  hoped  that  I  maybe  excused  for  iuquirinc 
what  right  boa  this  foreign  capital,  employed 
here  and  yielding  a  handsome  per  cent,  to  the 
owners  of  it,  to  be  exempted  from  bearing  its 
share  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  a  Gkivemment 
which  affords  it  employment  and  security.  T, 
for  one,  do  not  perceive  the  Justice  of  iL  It 
may  be  sud,  the  foreign  owners  of  this  stook 
have  entered  into  contract,  and  p^d  thrir  pro- 
portion of  the  bonus ;  true,  and  so  have  the 
stockholders  who  reside  in  this  conntry.  Do- 
meslio  coital  bears  its  shore  of  this  contribution 
for  banking  privileges  afforded  by  Oovemment, 
andalsopaya  taxes  for  State  purposes.  I,  there- 
fore, am  not  willing  that  Baring  and  Brother*, 
and  other  wealtby  foreign  capitahsts,  having 
money  profitably  employed  here,  should  psj 
less  to  the  support  of  State  Governmenta,  and 
the  improvementa  made  within  their  limito. 
than  the  owner  or  owners  of  a  small  tract  oi 
land,  or  the  man  who  has  his  debt  secured  by 
bond  or  Judgment 

One  word  more  concerning  this  bonus  made 
np  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  contribution. 
What  is  it?  ^y,  sir,  little  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  the  Government  deposits  mada 
in  this  bank  and  its  branches,  omonntinv,  anna- 
ally,  to  many  millions  of  dollar".  At  tnis  pro- 
tracted period  of  debate,  I  shall  not  discuss  tlie 
power  possessed  by  tbe  States  of  this  Union  to 


H.  or  R.] 

tax  the  stock  of  foreignera  in  this  bank.  Shonld 
there  be  any  donbt  aboat  it,  we  can  easily 
remove  it  by  aeknowled^g  the  right  In  the 
law  which  creates  its  charter.  It  will  go  into 
ezistenoe  ander  it,  aft«r  the  expiration  of  the 
present  charter,  and  anl^ect  to  its  provisions. 
Therefore,  when  a  boon  la  to  be  granted,  let  us 
exact  onr  Just  dues.  Is  a  corporation,  a  thing 
without  soul  or  bowels,  as  the  book  says,  the 
profits  of  whose  exertions  are  in  a  great  measnre 
to  be  enjoyed  by  dtizens  of  other  countries, 
to  have  higher  prlTilegei  than  cildzeos  of  oar 
own  conotry  t    I  hope  not. 

These  observations  are  not  made  from  any 
hostile  feeling  toward  this  hank,  for  I  am  in 
&Tor  of  its  being  rechartered,  believing  that  it 
has  apowerfnliDflnentK  in  keeping  the  cnrrency 
of  the  oonntry  in  a  sound  state,  besides  the  aid 
which  it  affoi^B  the  Gk>vemrQent  respecting  the 
eoUection  and  transmission  of  the  revenue.  The 
distress,  and  embarrassment  which  fell  upon  ns 
whffli  the  impolitio  measnre  of  prostrating  this 
bank  was  resorted  to  at  a  former  period,  added 
to  the  difficulties  necessarily  prodaced  by  the 
embargo  and  non-intercoaree  preceding  the  last 
war,  ought  to  warn  us  of  the  evils  which  follow 
onr  refiising  to  recharter  this  bank.  The  idea 
of  a  Treasury  bank  is,  to  me,  chimerical.  I 
have  seen  yoar  Troasnry  notee,  bearing  interest 
last  war,  offered  at  a  discount  of  fifteen  per  cent., 
and  people  unwilling  to  purchase  them. 

I,  therefore,  conceive  that  this  resolution,  if 
acted  on  so  as  to  become  a  part  of  this  bill,  will 
form  a  wholesome  proviuon  in  it,  and  be  a 
matter  of  strict  jnstaoa  to  onr  own  citiiens ;  and 
that  no  foreigner  ought  to  complun  of  it,  and, 
therefore,  hope  it  may  prevul. 

Mr.  Olattob  thought  it  a  reasonable  {n'oposi- 

The  question  on  Uie  amendment  was  nega- 
tdred— yeas  77,  nays  110. 

Hr.  Olattok  proposed  an  amen^nent,  in  sub- 
stance, viz.,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  enj 
foreigner  to  hold  any  stock  in  the  bank,  nnder 
penalty  of  forfeiture ;  and  he  hoped  the  Honse 
would  indulge  him  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion.  The  Honse  refosed  to  order  the 
yeas  and  nays-  and  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Clattok  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  Lswia  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
that  after  the  acceptance  of  the  amended  char- 
ter, it  shonld  not  be  lawfal  for  the  bank  to  take 
more  than  five  per  cent,  npon  loans  or  dis- 
counts ;  which  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs. 
IiBwia  and  DonoBmoE,  and  was  lost — yesa  83, 
nays  108. 

Mr,  Clattoh  moved  a  proviso  that  nothing 
in  this  act  be  constraed  to  restrun  the  incorpo- 
ration of  another  bank,  or  banks,  by  Oongreas ; 
which  was  lost  without  a  division, 

Mr,  MoKai  moved  a  providon  that  the  cashier 
of  the  bank  shall  report  to  the  treasurer  of  each 
State  wherein  branches  ore  located,  the  amonnt 
of  capital  stock  owned  by  foreigners,  and  the 
brancnes  shall  pay  upon  their  proportion  of  such 
stock,  according  to  the  capital  astsigned  tbem. 
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into  the  State  Treasories  respectively  Um  lat 
rate  of  tax  as  is  asaeaeed  on  tbe  stock  of  Swi 

This  provimon  was  diecnsaect  by  Hesaa.  b 
OXB,  MoEat,  and  Busoas,  and  waa  lost— vcatn 
n»^s  101. 

Mr.  Hawxs  moved  an  ameodnxnt  tU  lit 
charter  be  not  extraided  for  a  period  exece^ 
ten  years ;  which  was  lost  witAiont  a  diTinoi. 

ill.  HoBH  moved  a  proviso  that  no  £ic(tK, 
or  ofBcer  of  the  bank,  shonld  vot«  at  any  d» 
tion  in  behalf  of  other  stocklioldtm,  by  tn* 
of  proxy ;  nor  shonld  anj  proxy  to  any  pen 
be  valid  for  a  period  exceeding  thirty  days  tfla 
it  was  given.  This  was  loeA  without  ■  t- 
virion. 

Mr.  HowABD  was  friendly  to  tbe  baid;;  ad 
should  probably  vota  for  ita  recbarter;  tntlt 
was  convinced  thai  it  was  injn 
interests  to  preee  this  biQ  fbrtber  at  this 
He  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  aoA  the  ameodi 
on  the  table ;  which  waa  negatived — yeas  N, 
nays  104. 

After  the  vote  was  declared, 

Mr.  HoDiOTOt  roae,  aod  rei^oested  tlie  tnak 
of  the  bank  to  remun  in  their  aeata,  aid  veb 
down  all  the  amendments  that  mi^tbeofsci 
to  the  amendment  he  had  proposed,  as  it  n 
obvious  they  were  offered  merely  for  delay,  k 
was  highly  important  that  the  bill  be  mw  fr 
posed  of. 

Mr.  F.  Tbomas  moved  an  addition  cf  ^SO.W 
to  the  bonna  propoBwl  by  the  bill  as  it  evt 
from  the  Senate,  This  was  negatived — jus  11 
nays  109. 

Hr.  Coni,TKB  moved  a  proviaion  that  a  Jori 
Oommittee  be  aonnally  amounted,  to  be  ex- 
posed of  one  member  (A  Uie  BenatA,  and  t«* 
members  of  the  House,  whoae  dn^  it  riw^ 
be  to  visit  and  thoronghly  exsndne  tbe  trus^ 
tions  of  the  bank,  and  rejKirt  a  statemait  rf 
tbeir  doings,  and  of  the  aitnatjon  of  tbe  \mi, 
to  Oongreffi ;  upon  which  report  (if  ou&viaalij^ 
Congress  should  have  the  nghtof  pasaiiigsli* 
reusing  the  charter  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  C.  advocated  this  provid<»  at  la|A, 
It  had  been  found  necessary  in  Peamavliva 
to  insert  a  condition  of  repeal  in  the  book  Am- 
tors  granted  by  the  States.  Be  had  beMii- 
formM  tiiat  enoh  was  the  recent  praotiM  k 
New  Tork  and  in  other  States. 

Tbe  proposition  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  UcDtits^ 
amendment,  (expunging  that  danae  of  the  til 
which  reetricted  tbe  number  of  branobes  in  aiy 
one  State  to  two,)  and  was  agreed  to  wttliotitt 
division. 

Vx.  NoTie  BasBXB  then  demanded  the  jn- 
vious  qnestion ;  whidi  demanded  was  sustauMJ 
— yeas  89,  nays  54. 

Mr.  RxHOHBB  demanded  tlie  yeas  and n^a 
the  previons  question ;  which  were  ordffed. 

On  this  qneetion — "  Shall  the  main  qntsiiai 
be  now  put!  "  the  yeas  were  63,  nays  95. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  main  jav- 
tion  should  not  then  be  put. 
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Mr.  ytMBOMM  tbea  rose  to  more  ■  raoonaden- 
tion  <tf  thk  TOta ;  when 
The  Hoose  a4joiinied. 

TuuDAT,  Jnlj  8. 

Bmi  ef  tKt  United  Statu. 

The  qneeUoD  b^ng  on  the  motioii  of  Ur. 

McKOEB  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 

Honae  hftd  on  the  preTiona  night  reibsed  to 

allow  the  previous  qnestioa  to  be  then  put, 

Mr.  Oi^T  moved  to  laj  Mr.  M.'s  motion  on 
the  table ;  bnt  oonMnted  to  withdraw  that  mo' 
tlon  npon  ttie  reqnett  of 

Mr.  Tailob,  of  New  York,  who  made  an 
explanation  respeotiDg  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  voted  jestwlay,  and  itdvoost«d  the  reoon- 
nderation. 

Mr.  Oi^T  now  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  of  Ur.  Ubbokb  on  tlie  table. 

After  Tarions  inqniriea  in  relation  to  order 
had  b«en  put  to  the  Ohur,  and  aiuwered, 

The  question  on  laving  tlie  motion  to  reoon- 
aider,  &o.,  on  the  t&ble,  was  pnt,  and  carried — 
yeaa  80,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Lawia,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  oat 
tha  aeventh  seoldoii  of  the  bill,  and  insert  in  lieu 
tharoof  a  provision  that  the  bank  ahoold  not 
taEb  a  higher  rate  of  intareat  oa  its  loans  or  dls- 
oonnts  than  five  per  cent. 

Mr.  TaoiuoH,  of  Ohio,  offered  Uie  following 
as  an  oraeudnientr 

"A  tax  DOt  exceeding  eight  per  cent,  on  the 
^Tidend  umuiUj  collecled  ud  declared,  which  tax 
■ball  be  paid  Into  the  Treasurjr  of  each  State  in 
which  said  bank  shall  make  disooante,  either  bj 
itaelf  or  its  branches,  in  proporUon  to  the  amount 
of  dividends  ooUected  in  each  State ;  which  said  tax 
■hall  b«  pdd  on  the  4th  daj  of  llarch  in  «uh  jear, 
daring  the  term  of  fifteen  jtaxt ;  uid  a  .lUtement 
of  the  amouni  Bo  paid  bj  the  bank  shall  be  i.'ade  bj 
the  president  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treu- 
nry  of  the  Umted  Stales  on  or  before  the  let  da; 
of  Ajnll  in  each  of  the  flfteed  yean  aforesaid." 

Mr.  Dkabbobk  therenpoa  moved  the  previons 
qtiestion ;  which  was  seconded — yeas  94. 

Hie  previous  qnestion  was  then  pnt  as  fol- 
lowa:  "Sliall  the  main  question  be  now  put!" 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  affirmative 
—06  to  83. 

The  main  question  was  then  stated  on  order- 
ing the  biQ  to  be  read  a  third  timc^  and  de^ed 
by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

Taas.— Venn.  Adams,  C.  Allen,  H.  AHen,  AU- 
ion,  Api^ton,  Annatroiig,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Bab- 
eock,  Buika,  N.  Barber,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Barringer, 
Bantoir,  I.  U.  Bates,  Brlgga,  Bncher,  Bollard,  Bard, 
Barges,  Cboate,  Collier,  L.  Coadlet,  &  Condit, 
K  Cooke,  B.  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Oraig, 
&ane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Dudel,  J.  Davl^  Dear- 
born, Denny,  Dewart,  Doddridge,  Brajton,  Ells- 
worth, Q.  Erana,  J.  Kvana,  S.  Everett,  H.  Everett, 
Ford,  Qilmore.  Orennell,  Hodges,  Heister,  Horn, 
Boghea,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  laacka, 
Jenifer,  Kendall  H.  Kinb  Kerr  Letciier,  Hann, 
VohSL— U 


Harsball,  HaxweQ,  McCoy,  HcDuffle,  UoEennan, 
Mercer,  MiHIgan,  Kevtoo,  Fearce,  Pendleton, 
Htcber,  Potts,  Randolph,  J.  Reed,  Root,  Bnssel, 
Senunes,  W.  B.  Shep&rd,  A  H.  Bhepperd,  Bade, 
Smitii,  Southard,  Bpence,  Stanberry,  Stephens, 
Stewart,  Stona,  SnlberUnd,   Tajlor,   P.  Thomas, 


loa. 

Navs. — He«rs.  Adair,  Alexander,  Anderson, 
Archer,  J.  Bates,  BeanUey,  Bell,  Bergen,  BelhnnB, 
James  Blair,  John  Blslr,  Bonck,  Botudin,  Branch, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Cbudler,  Chiiu),  Claiborne,  Clan 
Clayton,  Coke,  Conner,  yf.  R.  Davis,  Dayan,  Doable- 
dky,  Felder,  titxgerald.  Foster,  Oaicher,  Gordon, 
Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall^  W.  Hall,  Hammoni,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  HoOman,  Hogan,  Holland,  Howard, 
Hubbard,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  KaTsosgh,  Eennon, 

A.  KiDK,  -1-  Kine,  Lamar,  Leavitt,  Leconpte,  Lewis, 
Lyon,  HardlB,  Mason,  HcCarty,  McInUra,  McEay, 
lOtehell,  Newnan,  Nnckolla,  Patton,  Pierson,  Folk, 

B.  0.  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  Boule,  E^telght,  Stan- 
difer,  F.  Thomu,  W.  Thompson,  J.  Tbomson,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wajue,  Weeks,  Wheeler,  C-  F-  White, 
WUde,  Worthiogton— 61. 

Ur.  BEABDeucr  moved  to  enapend  the  nle  to 
make  way  for  a  motion  that  the  bill  receive  Its 
third  reading  this  day. 

Ur.  Rked,  of  Hew  York,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  motion ;  which  being  ordered 
and  taken,  the  mle  was  suspended— yeas  124, 
nays  60. 

Ur.  DaaBBoBR  moved  the  previons  question ; 
which  being  seconded  by  a  m^ority  of  tha 

Ur.  BouuDor  demanded  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
tbe  previous  question ;  which  being  taken, 
stood — yeas  109,  nays  70. 

So  the  jpravioua  qnestion  was  ordered. 

The  main  qaestion  was  then  accordingly  put, 
"Shall  this  bill  pass  I"  and  was  deo&ea  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  aa  follows — 
yeas  107,  nays  85. 

Bo  the  bill  was  passed,  and  retomed  to  tha 
Sraiate  as  amepded. 

Ur.  J.  B.  BaasODB  having  been  called  ont  tot 
a  few  minutes  on  represeotwve  dnty,  and  bdng 
thereby  absent  when  the  qaestion  was  put, 
requested  leave  to  record  his  vote. 

Mr.  W,  R.  Davis  said  he  was  eimilariy  ax- 
omnstsnced ;  but  leave  was  reAised  to  botii. 


WKDirssna.T,  July  4. 
FvhUeLandt. 
'  Ur.  Ixirta  Oosdiot  moved  that  the  House 
reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  "  the 
act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  for 
granting  lands  to  cert^  States,"  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Uonday  in  December  next ;  and 
after  a  call  of  the  Ilonse,  and  the  question  bdng 
taken  thereon,  the  noose  refused  to  reconuder 
the  vote — yeas  88,  nays  100. 

The  reminder  of  this  day's  rittiitg  was  R>ent 
on  the  quarantine  bill,  and  various  penHonuUK 
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A.a.rkt,nt.-St*I»dtK,nLi,SiIiiardt,Sin1a»,Ad- 

AsuB,  inmt,  S*piMautmtlT«  ttea  Kuituokj,  BM. 
Abuo^  iam*,  I-alUi  to  IUith>  WHliliiitan  ob  the  nmanl 

tt  ITidil^tira'i  rwnilnii,  Ua 
ISUB,  JoBV  QinBtiT,  BepnaraUtlTa  from  M—tehantte, 

S«;  OB  BliTurln  tha  Dlnrint  nf  CelBuMmSU;  on 
TO-Sn;  SBtha  Bontli CaraUoit 
m  nteolblDg  for  Us  BagUttr  oT  DsUta, 

ne ;  OB  Uia  Tuur  blU,  T41  i  OB  ■  dij- of  Ikitliig,  T« ;  OB  re- 

<faHMclB(U>Bttk,n8.  £to /wtad,  Toll.  1,^4,1, 8,  fl;m 
Abim,  BonRT  H.,  decMH  «<  isl 
JddrHHt  q^  tU  iSmaU  owl  SbuM  <•  oonMr  to  iY«<- 

(ter*  JCsMOT*.— &*  A<l«a^  ToU,  1, 1 
.J^feTwH  y  0iiiHrraH.-5w  /wd^  Toli.  T,  1<L 
.dAniniIt(itn«ir<wv.-A<Jnil«MMl.S. 
4fH»A£la«u  and  ,9EaMry.-iSH  indii^  Toll.  1, 1,  lad  A- 

dim,  mLi,Blartry. 
AfHaaiu  ettptvrtd.-fyt  Aik^  toL  t. 


AuxiaDn:,UuK,Bapi«snUaT«fromTlrclBla,Ug,    Btt 

IrnOm,  TolL  4 1,  a,  S,  10. 
JJg»riiu,  War.—B**  India,  toL  1. 
Au-ul,  Chiltdh,  BopnuDtetlTft  ftom  EoBtookr,  C8& 
Alltttaiiet,  J\>rtiffn^Sf  Adiie,  tdL  1  j  ilio,  AiImk  toIb. 

1,  B^  <,  AfioMaMsiis 
AILWt,  HlKA>,  BepmontallTe  from  Yirmolit,  ESS. 
AuB,Bo»iT,  BapnHntBtlTsfroraTiiKlnI*,G>a.    AiAi- 

d«g^  Tok.  «,  T,  B, «,  10. 
Aunon,  BoiiBT,  BBpHHBtttlTO  trom  PaBujiraitBi  (S89. 
.^■MUa  Mood.— &<  /iKliRs  ToL  (. 

.^IHWlllUllf  q/  M4j0Ur)uI<V'U<^«IML'-<SMjll2«ll,TaLT. 

.im«itdmm<  q/'  M«  OnuMwMoik^SM  A<Ik^  tdU  1,  ^  a,  C, 

T,a.«. 

jMy  itanW*'*  fiiTM.— Ib  the  Hodh,  b  bill  to  auk*  oom- 
p<iiMttonl>rooBildand,B7a.    S4*IitdM,n)M.l,i,t,*,&. 

AMDDKHt,  Joax,  EepnHBUtlTo  from  UalDa,  ess.  &<J»- 
d«,  TOlB  8, ),  10. 

AiBBMoa,  JoBX,  ths  cBis  at,  «h  7b^«^  toL  I,  Sravy. 

Amu,  Wnius  S.,  BaprsHBtitlTs  tram  New  York,  tISS ; 
SB  Uw  Babloud  MawOrietu  raid,  IK;  ob  tha  alt 
dBtf,  S8;  oBtlia  (Jilmiof  Uodrm,  SOgj  OS  tli*  wndBct 
«r  tha  Buk,  ass.    Am  Adw,  TOL  IIL 

Amtaaa,  Hatui,  BapnaaBtBtlTa  from  UunchoMtti, 

H8l    OB  mlnlmnm    dDHH,  EU;     OB    the    ndBotloB    of 


-tppo* 


k— jSh  India,  toL  S. 


.4jipf«prtaMoiu.~lB  the  Banati^  Ob  tdn  cm 
tiro  but  jmn  of  Admu'  idnilBMnttiiB  ea 
flnttwoof  Jb^qob^SSA;  b>9Aaa^lfi<;  Bi 


HUafbrthamolt^ilkBtlOBorpeBdBHr  4t& 

MotloB  toabtkaoBtthaDatfltto-mlolatHti  hn 
Itf;  eoBiH  of  tha  lut  AdmlBlstiaUo^  *•;  Aar 

(ruiehmtBt  rapoit,  U> ;  araij  i Iw  aad  pi^da 

mida  bf  tha  prewot  putr  ll  not  obIj'  higtoa  >• 
fiirfottflB,  4M\  nmoTBli  friuD  ofOn,  491;  hw  ta" 
thar  rtdeamed  tha  pledge  of  rsOHBdUieMI  Mi  >■ 

tiBgeBl  fBPd  tor : 
■Ii  THTi,  tfl ;  c>M  dted  bftbe 
4isa;  diUdBetloB  la  tha  eaa  of  11m  ontat  ta  AHk 
IS);  upeBdltniM  of  tba  preaant  and  kat  A*rf* 
bBCloB,4AS;  eompariuB,  4aa ;  thid  AdiBlBlatadia  la 
ant  op  tba  STilam  of  totania]  ImpntTeaiKti  ij^ 
roota,4AS;  haTB  tha  pohlle  aipesdltna  baw  lb* 
Uwdf  *SS;  no  PrealdaBt  ihonld,  darii«  tha  (■« 
tS  a  TB0UH7  vhloh  otnttod  darlnc  tha  ii«<in.  IT' 
B  fyiBd  proTldad  to  meat  the  axpeaao  of  a  coatti^tff^ 
«M;  ilBi^nlaT nnlMdon  OB  tha  partof  ConcROidBlif 
WublDgtoB'aidmlBlieaUoB.tM;  pwnraf  ttefi* 
dent  OTar  tha  eantlBgaiit  fimd  sbaoliite,  45t ;  TTniMlii 
raBpoBilbla  tor  tha  expesaea  oT  hia  ■^nliriifrattaB.  1; 
ntlnuta  oi;  HI.    £m  Adf^  toIb.  1,  S,  a,  ^  T,  SL 

AisBiB,  Vniuu  B^  BaprtMstatiTB  fimu  Tti^Bto.  Bi;  ■ 
thaibaauogof  lha3peakD,Mi  oBlteTmk^iritfK 
US;  on  ■  mlnliler  to  ColomhiB,  (M;  oa  tba  iiiBialw 
-with  FiBBoe.  708 :  on  tb*  ooi'iBUos  with  ftaaai^ni: 
OB  B  dsr  of  bBtlBg,  T4L    ataItidaB,m».l,J,a,t,m 

Ardtnt  Bplritt  In  Hs  ifa^.—S**  JiKta^  toL  ]«. 

Arkaatat  Ttrrttorf.St  Indtt,  tbL  I,  nnHorfm. 

Artanta*  ITMlarB  Awadory.— Ae  iiMlaa^  Ttf«  X,  & 

Abubtbobs,  Viliiui,  BaprnaataUTa  tkiai  TTnlifc,  tk 
Ett  AdM,  TDla.  a,  S,  la 

Armoiy,  irariant.— &«  /i(d«v  toL  B. 

Armt-St*  Tudv^  tdU  1,  E,  «,  I^  T,  10^ 

ArmfDt-rUoit,prm»tUmnf.-StBtdMiL,-ni.t,mAit 
dm,t<A.t,l>t»mmm. 

Abbols,  Taaitta  J>-,  BqirtaaBtatli 
OB  tha  ipporttMunut  blU,  on. 


•  Ada^ntM 


AuaiMiiiHk*  iVMUmlV  BurHarg.—. 


.COLH^IC 


BOOOK.  Wnxim,  SapnaeBUIn  from  Ha*  ToA,  BR. 

M1.T,  lIoi>>TIOT,«h«MBdaOrkB*p«T«tllM  B«Bl(«,tHi 

jtamn  Bamit-St  fnOta,  toL  *. 
aWmPT*  OKf  OUO  BaUroad—S**  Itdtia.  lO.  ID. 
Minora  sad  irodUiiftoii  SaUrvail,— Id  tlia  Honia,  a  bU 
wlaUTB to, mnildanwl. 818 ;  r(markB,n>;  mollini  toom- 
onr  In  tha  asuodiiMoti  ot  tha  Saaita,  StS ;  oatriad.  8W. 
«£  q^ Aafffowf.— Eitncti  from  aommiuikstloiii  of  Lord 

of  Ulb  Tn—BTj,  UlnUtan,  Aa^  nbtlTa  to,  IN. 
iMfc  ^Oa  I7M(«(  AalaL— Id  tlia  Hooaa,  MolDtloiu  nla- 
U*a  to,  ooBMBTed,  n-,  motion  to  t^  on  tho  tabte,  Tl; 
eanled,  n. 

JVeM^^aiMuuIiI^CXariar.— Id  th*  SanaU,  anaotatlon 
fvlAttra  tOf  eoDftJdend,  14S ;  JutiafatloD  for  briDglaj  for- 
ward tha  ^utJOD  at  tlili  Oma,  llll ;  tba  coudoet  of  the 
bank  and  ItaMendi,  144;  agDaeof  pDblladat7.144;  pn- 
imniWDp  tn  tha  EngUih  PailliunsDt,  Itf ;  eitnct  (Km 
Sir  HeDi7  Piniell't  apaaeh,  US ;  ipHdi  ot  Iti.  Ilnma, 
UB;orEdini(dEll]sa,Ull;or8liVmiamFBllaMT.14B. 
B*>aval  otjacMd  to  baowte  tha  bank  la  an  iBitltBtloB 
loo  %imi  ud  povarftil  Is  ha  bdaiatad  Id  a  (DTanmMDl 
arft«aDdaqiiallaw«,IU;  oondnetoftfaa  Banked KbC- 
haa  to  Mi.  PlCt,  iU;  the  tandaoelca  of  tba  bank  an 
a.  Bad  penaldoQa  to  tha  gortmrnant  and  tha 
la,UT;  th**xolii*lT«piiTlle|niaBdaiitl.rapnUI<iaD 
whish  It  glTM  to  tha  itoekboldan,  M8; 
til*  aam*.  oradlc,  and  roTunua  of  the  United  fltatea 
SlTaa  to  R,  141;  pomr  to  par  the  raTanaa*  of  th*  Uui- 
f*dBIUMlBthalrowiiDal*^I4>;  balueca  In  tha  haBk, 
IW-UD;  Igjoij  BiUsg  to  tha  United  Stataa  bf  uoom- 
paaaalad  maeaga  of  publlo  mon<7,  IGl ;  >taCsni«tlt,  IGl ; 
it  bu  povor  to  dlwndlt  ud  dUpanga  tha  doIs  of  all 
pthei  bank!  b/  aielndlog  them  from  tha  coltoctloa 
at  tha  Mienno,  IGI;  poirer  to  hold  real  aetata,  le- 
oalT*  leet^  and  »taln  a  bod;  ofpeaaanCi?,  U>;  what  la 
Uia  aflMt  of  IhU  tMt  ap*atjt  IBS;  pov)r  to  deal  Id 


tabUah  bnnchca  In  the  dUttrant  State*  wlthant  thali 

tkw  of  the  iloekboldofi  from  tadlildBd  ttibUl?  od  the 
Ulan  ot  tlM  bank,  US;  to  hara  tba  United  Stalea  tn  a 
jwtnar,  US ;  aitiaet  from  th*  qioaoh  of  8ti  William 
FBltana]',  IH;  to  b*TO  tDralcDB*  bt  partaan,  IM; 
damptloa  from  doa  sanno  of  law  ta  TlolaUoB*  af  II* 
ahaztar,  UT ;  to  hire  all  Huh  nnjoat  prlTUagaa  Basned 
to  tha  oorpotatlan  aa  a  monopoly  bj  a  [dedge  ef  the 
pDbUaUth  toehartei  no  other  b*Dk,UI;  oomapOBd- 
«BM  batwaan  th*  Itid  of  tha  Tnaaniy,  Aa^  aod  the 
eomun  of  the  Bank  of  En^and,  ISt;  Uo  of  that 
iMBkilW;  anmplMDf  tlw**DlBlttan«OBitdend,UB; 
lhkbtakl**BlB(tltntloB  too  eoad;  and  aipanalTa  •» 
tW  Amatlsaa  peopi*  to  kotp  up,  IW;  dlr*<!t  «ip*Baw 
of  (ha  b«ak,  110;  tax  of  lltS,  IW;  other  polota  not 
tavehei^  111 ;  leara  lo  iDtiodae*  th*  nadstlon  taOuad, 

in. 

iSwdl  ChrmKiir.— In  tha  Btut«,  l**T*  to  btlDf  la  ■ 
TaaolatlOB  daslailic  11*  cniT*Be7  lUagal,  aaked,  IH; 
wwaa,  164;  tba  raeolnllon  expnaaaa  tt*  own  olfaot, 
t64;  th*aDrr*Be7aml(tied,M4;  d*<U0B  at  Ikaoanit, 
t*"""'";  th*  I((*I1^  vt  tU*  «BR*n«r,  MS;  •BbataiKa 
ar  Iha  daddon,  MS;  the  aeeUon  raltond  to  la  a  DMf« 
fnTtrioB  to  pmlah  tbi  rialaOoB  at  ttkOt  rt^la,  MS; 
lU  object,  MB;  U  thia  TtewdonbtadtUB;  thallthiaa- 
ttgD  OT  tha  diaitai,  Ml;  aeeond  (nvndnpon  whiehthe 
Mvrt  rcUed  la  tha  Bth  aitlela  of  the  abiter.  Ml;  what 
ll  tt*  BMaidnc  gf  the  arttelaf  Mt;  thr**  ^laelfla 
a  of  th*  eoBit,  Ml ;  II 


United  Stataa,  MI;  polal*  of  iMMapsUbUllT  b*tw*u 
thll  oomuoj  *Bd  tba  reqatrementa  of  the  charter,  MT; 
tbeea  otden  cannot  tart  lor  eunDc^  h*eaaM  th*T  u* 
•Btileot  to  th*  law  of  endonaUe  paper,  MS;  being  onoa 
paid  thej  an  done  with,  MB;  not  *TtdaBc«d  bj-  anjr 
■IgD  that  can  Und  the  oorporata  eAota  ftir  pajmen^ 
tCB;  ttiej  are  not  drawn  In  the  ooipomt*  Mm*  of  th* 
bank.  H« :  law  on  thi*  polBl,  Ht ;  eaa*  of  King  T*.  B1(K 
IN;  point*,  ITI;  raauna  tot  tha  IhTtnllOD  of  thai* 
blanch  bank  aiden,SIl;  namHTiot  beta.  Ill;  Cbetrea' 
report  to  tha  itookholdon,  STl;  Blddl*^  npoit,  >T1; 
Impedimenta  nnder  whloh  tb*  bank  nlbnd  andct  lb. 
Cheav**,  gn. 

Tlila  mil  null  J  iiii^Til  tn  b*  ■ii|HMiiaam1.  flTH.  It*  Dlept 
tt7  JnitUle*  It*  (oppreatfon,  STB ;  lli  prmleloiii  oos**- 
qnenoea,  174;  theae  orden  ire  not  pajablo  In  the  Btataa 
when  imoed,  SI* ;  not  a  new  thing;  1T4 ;  ImpoTeiiahlDg 
to  the  Statta  where  laoad,  174;  aCatameBt*  of  the  beak, 
174;  the  emlielon  of  theae orden  la dalnglng  thaooontr^ 
with  coBBUrMt*,  SIB ;  powor  graatod  bf  Congn**  to 
the  bank,  111. 

Opinion  of  the  ooait  idbmd  to  ibore,  117;  not  ■ 
pliable  prohlbltcTj  of  theae  order*  I*  to  he  ft»nd  In 
tbeactot  iDoorporatlon,  1T7;  powen  graatad  tn  thalth 
aeetloo  of  th*  ehotor,  ns;  the  g*o*T*l  raaamiliig  ma»- 
ttoDedbf  the  letter  ofthaidiartar,  178;  thiae  ordeia  ar* 
deeorlbed  Id  the  Ulh  acotloB  ef  tho  ehattar,  and  |co- 
t*eted  M  legal,  171. 


propaitr  of  IndlTldBali  BfaOBld  b*  Intrednotd  with  eaa- 
tlon,  871;  whtt  eSeot  wonld  Ihla  InqntarhaTs  nptt  Ih* 
liBtllntlDnr  in. 

Two  waygtobilngdMnttbeabtM*'"'^*)'^!  f"" 
tber  remark*, SIS;  leara  nfruad,  MO;  WII4,  M;  nW' 
hitlona  of  loqalif  mbmlttod,  181;  taithat  nwtlatlaaa 
mbraltted,  SSI ;  anawar  to  tha  call  OD  tha  Beerabrr  it 
theTieaaoiT.Sll;  It  had  boas  loppeaed  all  tha  bniHA** 
Itaacd  thla  daacrlptlou  of  oorraiKr,  8W;  th*  amomrt 
dooa  not  «EO**d  flva  loinion  dotUza,  Ml;  ipede  drawn 
from  the  Weat,  Ml ;  freta  ahown  Tif  the  ftftn  nad, 
Ml;  It  la  BBid  thai  order*  an  aent  axcdniiTalr  to  tb* 
ireaterBStata,S10;  It  la  aald  the  Vaet  I*  dnlD*d  tf 
gold  and  ril**r,SH;  doe*  not  the  tbtt  Idea  cf  a  bnacb 
bank  IndndetbapilTUcgaof  theegdaftaoroidenrMO; 
motion  laid  OD  Ih*  table,  811. 

StiJiarUr, — ImportaDca  of  tha  qaettloa,  4W;  aaant- 
laaim*iBDitabaBdpdtltIoBa,410;  bill  eoBtlnnea  In  fbro* 
the  pnacnt  charter  ftir  dfteoD  Tcan,  UH ;  omentlal  and 
paiaiDoant  object*  of  granlbig  the  praaent  charter,  411 ; 
manner  In  which  tbtel  objecia  wen  to  be  obt^ned,  4a ; 
dliaatioBB  oonMqn*[it«*  of  iBbtlltDllnt  ••allMi  tn  tb* 
ptOMDt  bMJc  Mt :  wait  aatU  the  dooamenla  an  printed 
M;  tanpartaneaeftolBf  *■  with  tba  dlM)BMloa,4M. 

Ag«DOT  br  vbleh  the  bank  aharlaT  wb*  aaeartd,  4n; 
tafloanoa  of  th*  bask  OB  tU  Utar«Ma  of  tb*  p«)|ila  and 
tb*  gOTtfiimeBt,  418 ;  a*  to  thecnrTaBejc/thaconntiTi 
4n;  BBvuidaDd  nBlAmn  oorranCT-ODatfth*  great  and* 
eont*mpl*t*d  Ib  tha  esBttttstloB,  4M;  in  tha  ahaene* 
of  the  United  Stataa  Bank,  the  State  hanki  baeao*  tb* 
ngalatsn  of  the  tamaej,  4«;  a  wall  eondaotad  sa- 
thiMl  bank  hH  an  eioaadlnglr  naghil  and  aSattln 
opaiBlianM  tb*  paper  dmlatlea  of  the  eoBBtr7,4M; 
ire  oai^t  raihir  to  InereaH  BBd  maltlplx  om  ••aaiia*^ 


la  an;  State  wlthoat  the  aa 
thaapltBl  aati|M'tota»li0B,4H;  tnotlop  Ibr  a  reailr 
b*BB*,«(;  better  that  the  bank  ihonld  ndae*  lb*  nt* 
of  iDlemt  OB  loaaa  and  dl*e«iBta,  4M;  be  Mt  lT>b* 
pw)pl^4MiST*p*raaBbBkI(h  rata  Ibr  a  taak  «ttb 


jogle 


fodi  idTBlaCM,  W;  ao  bmbI^  ol  il«ildlii«  tlu  qiuc 
tlaB  <€  urtimriT  aow,  MTi  aihurtad  wltk  tba  l««th 
«I  lUa  ■ndoB,  MT;  >Mn  liopitUiit  oti]««a  tbrowa 
■ida  Ibr  tUi,  «T :  thu*  la  u  uiaiilibid  liiT«rtl(]>tlan, 
4ST;  tb*dHlitcaa(tb*qSMllaBd<H*ni>tbelaocbilhli 
On^'^  **<:  *>»  PntfdntUl  alHUoo  U  kud,  ul 
w^  tUi  ndda  FMBinr  MS;  tli«  utahlUhiiMnt  oT 
NTBil  t—^""  buiki  in  dUtUwit  parti  sT  tbe  Union 


n«  qiuMlgB  kaa  bMS  pwpoiid  to  tUi  Conirwi  bj 
tba  PiMldaDi,  41*;  -wkj  na  a  daiUsn  pnaaed  at  tba 
Dt  fte  4  rMilj  b«WH  *d«|it*4 


4I*;adopl*d,4n 

n*  pfwHulflmt  praUbldng  tba  MtiMiihp*****  of  a 
fciiaiib  Ib  k  Btala  wlUwiit  panalNten  mbIhi  a  psmi  on 
S  Btata  to  uptl  tha  back  at  plaanra,  411 ;  That  la  Ilia 
ottfaot  of  ths  moUon  1  411 ;  gni  pevar  to  adopt  tbli 
Bt doublftil, 4n ;  onirbatgnHuuldDthaStataa 
B  tUi  powar  «I  laaaBon  1 4ra ;  *  bnaoh  !•  bat  *4 
1^,  471;  tha  iBaqnallt;  of  Iha  opandH  at  thla 
It  tba  oii]7'Ot^tloa,4Tl;  It  prooKdi 
what  groDiid 
_         _  •»  onl7  • 

bank,b«4Uik<]f  draalatloBr4n;  otjactsf  tba  eon- 
MHUtoaln  Taatnlala)  IbaStaWa  ft«n  ivuiuc  bUla  of 
«adll,  4111  lh«  <M«tto«  tt  atata  Unka  not  oondatut 


4]«. 

Tha  povar  of  tantloo  on*  of  tb*  bi^itat  ittilbBlaa 
tt  Btata  HTanlgn^,  471;  tain  lapoaed  b7  Alabama. 
4n ;  It  la  aald  a  banot  la  paid  to  tba  (es«nl  gonm- 
mant,  4T4;  povai  of  tha  Statu  to  cmta  banka  ao  long 
aoqaleaead  iB,  It  la  too  Ut*  to  fiiaatlaD  It,  4T4;  bov  la 
tba  atMt  bald  bj  foiatgnaia  to  be  oonddoiad  aa  aumpt 
b«mtantlaBt4T& 

Tha  iBWDdmanta  pnpoaad  ambiaaa  two  dlaUnet  (saa- 
tlODi,  419 ;  aigiUD*Bta  atsiaat  Iha  pown  oT  tautlon, 
4TSl  EHaoT  UoCBUoeha9laattbabask,4n;  tha  prop- 
'  «T^  if  the  atookholden  a  bli  object  of  tautlen,  «I9; 
tha  pvwir  to  Impoea  axtita  In  Iha  |ei»ia]  goTanuuf  nt, 
419',  opinion  of  Hamlltan  that  the  Btalea  baTS  the 
powar  tt  tuaUan,  474 ;  lawa  ainadj  paieed  (Ai  IuIiig 
tba  bulk,  dltitaiatloa  bjtha  Blat<  of  Ohio,  474  i  di- 
emntauaa,  471;  baakf^  lutltntKni  t4xed  In  Hew 
Tork,4T7;  tba  amendm^t  la  dedaratorj  of  tba  ri^ta 
ollbe  BtMc>,477;  CoBgtui  baa datermliisd  that  tbeae 
btvqdkaa  are  not  naeaaaarr  to  enable  tba  gov  tnnunt  Co 
CBirroB  III  Ileal  DODeenM,477;  thU  ri^t  of  a  State 
rata  on  the  lame  fbDadaHon  aa  the  right  to  tu  l*Bd^ 
4TS ;  amendmiiBte  loat,  473. 


propstlllon,  4ES ;  la  fire  pea  gsst. 

thebMkr4S«;  iilTiii  la  iliiiilliiiTTj  liia^i  III  aa  Iha  i^ 

>ltr,4a;  elbeU  on  tb  BtaU  I.a|laUluaa,  M4;  C 


mottoB  tBBtelkaeBtlaAA 
■noUoB  Isatdkaootaa  anual  bMM«f  tUWH,* 
«hM  la  tba  lanewai  of  tbe  cbutea  worth  t*  Iha^^ 
oanta?  4SE;  eildCBoea, 483 ;  nttoBa  sbh  bk^B 


•  «(  pa?ta«4.4« 

of  tbe  buki  siSi  who*  tb*  iM|ii>^t«lj  Itea. 
time  thla  bin  waa  jMid,  SU;  bb  1iii|  nliil  i^Ba 
at  hand,  B14 ;  alwari  bMB  "—";*■'  ailil^ii  B  > 
Tile  ntb«  than  npel  loidsD  akpdt^  til;  <M^ 
tiooalotdactlew  cciBald«nd,U<;  riimiiiiJiiiBl  jini 
danta,ai7;  eitneta  from  tb*  mill^i.  MI;  daata 
PmUut  nject  the  antharU^  of  all  iiiaiiiil^.ii^ 
wbatla«iltabletohlin.eiB;  he  it  a* imhA  haul It4> 
Uw  M  a  pilnte  eltlien,  BIS ;  ■  lav  i*  net  a  li*  I  h 
•OM  &t  to  denr  Iti  effect,  Sll ;  ilmiialnii  sC  Ib  i^tm 
Cout,  Bll;  qoMUaiii  b«Aire  It,  BUi  SB);  wum^ 
BU  j  gnnt  of  eidulTe  prlTllact*  (aid  ts  be  ■§«■- 
tatianil,  SSI ;  w«  bav*  aow  uiiTad  at «  an  afaekK 

Tbl*  docDmant  admictad  bj  thi 
plalo,  lad  macepUbla  of  only  oi 
It  li  nOd,  rnin  to  tb*  couttT  U  to  b«  tto 


Uw  Senate t  Wi\  banka  In  tha  JMoCii^  a^tifa 
eioluiTa  jBiUdlcItoa  of  Congrae^  eitteC  br  tbhriB- 
ter.B^C;  la  eeaa  of  a  war  tba  t«ak,  if  Ib  uk^^tK 
Koaln  dependcnoe  Ibr  nUag  nuuMj ,  SWL 

£ipeileoc*  under  tbo  praaont  charta^  AM;  Ua  f^ 
i«ipcelit«tbiiBaeot  bllKSI7;  tiicthar  i^^ta  A' 
tlTB  to  p^ment  at  «w  baDk  of  tha  Bote*  af  — *- 
G27 ;  embamnaeat  caoaed  bf  aUUas  la  the  tat' 
tba preaeol bank, BBS;  the  prinet^  «<  aaVfaMMia 
mutconpel  the  bank  to  prapam  tor  Ita  liillii^B 
Hon,  If  III  dv*  «•  Iiow»naibered.O»;  e&c(<(k 
eoBlnollon,  EtO;  ihall  aaj  -  -  -  - 
qneatloD,  SU ;  axtnota  bom 
tbaftetDraiof  theidiamew 
batlon  of  OoTeiBiaentt  B30 ; 
ttinntr]rl  IHl;  tbanlotiu 
hardlf  reoondlable  with  tb*  gaolu  <£  i 
goTunmentiSn ;  oouteBflatlaa  of  tb*  C*bi> 
drafted  the<Bnatitathio.a»t;  no  qaeaOoBnMnciaH^ 
illamBirl  than  the  bank,  SSS;  If  tlwr*  b*  aa  al•cticel(^ 
Ids  modire  In  Ih*  nutter,  who  baie  been  ■etaalal It*' 
BSl;  preoedenti,  US  1  the  powar  to  HteblM  *  hak 
"1  Veeeb  of  Ifr.  Oiv  In  UHK 


i;,Coot;^lc 


Into,  we;  p«tltKi>i*tHt«i9lwit«r,aM:tlw«ti 


tkm  moTM  IM  *  MmmlltM  of  taifalir,  «M-.  IT  tlw  buk 
AonM  pnnttMirkbn*ittolb«MtfM,Md*woiild 
b*  iUpawJ  to  p«tndMn,«Df;  ket*  pMUttd  m  > 


noRiU 


Th»  Dnlehufasf  tanlncMm  uDUoii*  of  bnnoh 
bank  oidcn  •■  »  mmBcir  tnmlBwl,  •)(;  Ihi  diuf* 
•f  ncBiT,  MT;  tUrd,  dMllli(  Id  domatla  Ulli  of  ei- 
ahangauddlafiilHdlauiiWT;  fourth,  dob-bkt  dT  Iba 
•bartar,M8;  ffth,  baUdlag  of  boiu«  to  rent, «« ;  ilith, 
not  li*Ttn(  ■  int  propnrttoa  ot  coEn,  DOS;  •urtnth. 
lbMlf>an  TBtliig  lbrdtneton,ft)B;  aOun  diiD««,  ttH; 
vndn*  ■OEamnliitloii  of  pml«  Id  tha  hmdi  of  ■  few, 
KM;  ■pMlllHtkiD.Ut;  ntiaMlM  ud  lama  dliwrt];  or 
iBdIiwUr,  to  priDten,  adlton,  Ao.,  (IS;  dfrtlDeUoB  In 
uad  DDdDfl  aad  ImpnqHr 
la  to  padtloa  Ooofnaa, 


«U ;  covM  of  wMan  nIMIn  to  tb*  nMlattOD,  (U. 

WbatlitbanBlBtlBDrni;  otjastloii to illowliictba 
Inqnlr/,  (14;  htttor;  trf  th«  pnedM  o(  hnlBg  Ulla  af 
ucdiuica  bj  tha  bnoohai  od  tha  Dutbar  buk,  (14; 
thaa*  bllh  on  t3i<  nma  fboUng  •*  binDsb  notia,  n<; 
nUdltj-sf  tbaaenota>bubcenid]ad1c>tiid,(I«;  chirga 
of  o  flidktion  of  Um  ctautCT  ndlr  nuda  oot,  ni ;  In  tha 
nmttvr  of  lUDry,  (10;  aonia  arpLuutLon  aboBld  tbara- 
fcreba  aakadftruidglreDitlT;  tba Doaipaetad realit- 
ftoea  to  tbt  naolotion  HupTUn^  (IT;  oo  ajomtDftllon 
bu  TnaiinMda,  (IT;  Oiannewil  of  ncloilTO powsn 
■booM  not  ba  piDtod  vfthont  *D  ammlbUlDn,  (la. 

Tho  naolntloD  an  Bttompt  at  tnd«flo1to  poatponamant, 
ns;  whrnolu  iBTtstfgiitiOD  M  u  auUn  dajT  US; 
*eUonoBth>Buttar.«I>;  ntIoa)DbJectli>i»,fl«;  daUj 
In  nohularlac  irbliA  tbli  iBTaatlgstJoB  DUf  oseadon, 
(M ;  ftelhai  nrnuk^  OH ;  Iba  cbarga  of  lMIdn(  ordan 
•a  cnrrvner,  Wl ;  not  wlthlD  tba  dealgD  of  tboa*  wbo 
duitarad  tbe  InatltnlloD,  (91 ;  tuorr  on  brokan  bonk 
BOtM  In  Obfo  md  Kantoekr,  Ml ;  dlB<ann»  batmen 
manban  of  Oonfran  ond  dtlMiM  Raoenillr  In  mnklDg 
[o  odton,  dSI;  aDtlralj'  propar  tha 
M  tike  pUao,(n;  neh  on  Inqnlrj 
■boQld  pneeda  erafr  ranamL  m ;  any  motlra  fll  to  ba 
Htad  npon  la  At  to  b«  tTOWad,  (H ;  oplDlono  of  the 
Pmldant  on  tha  mbjast  of  raebutar,  tH ;  MnMadnant 
•»>«],(»;  thaoomBdttaawblahwfl]baRlcgtad,«lT; 
ftirthar  debate,  m,  OS;  pnipotltloii  to  ippotDt  tba 
««Bmltte«<rf  lnqnIrrbrbaUot,n>;  motlan  1o(t,«»; 
aoDBtttaowia  r^Mrt  tbit  tb*T  bit  a  not  bad  Umato 
ln(|Dli*,M(;  loMlarin  ttaaobii(ia,(M;  no  proof  dot 
fnnnd  for  atnmf  nqridon  tbnt  tba  &fEWr<  Tmta  baan 
bnpnpailT  nuuuBad,  OO ;  tba  man  whom  It  1>  tbe  In- 
tRvit  of  tba  bonk  to  anplo;  aannot  ba  mada  tb*  Inatm- 
mtBtt  of  >  oomipt  TtoliHon  af  In  chortar,  «M;  tba 
dbvet  qoaatlon  fOr  oar  datanDliutlan,  (Si ;  two  oppor- 
tBDJUn  Ibr  tba  peopio  to  aipnaa  thalr  Tiawi  Id  regiid 
totbabak,«n;  wbrAanldwa  act  at  tbia  •eadonl 
(H;  time  of  Its  eiWnna  If  tba  ebirtn  la  nnawad, 
ni;  tahlt  adnotaca  to  tha  itoekboldan  la  the  ID- 
(Raaed  Tilia  of  lb*  itoCk,  (M ;  wa  shoDid  not  glia  u 
moHbt  pUdga  (f  mwwlttg  It!  ebartor,  (M ;  propcaed 
Bodtteatlanaef  thaebutcr,  (H;  doobtfbl  If  Oaprtd- 
l^e  of  daallDK  Id  (orelgD  anbuga  ihonld  ba  eaDtfnaad, 
(K;  two  modlSeitloni  of  tbt  cbarter  wbleb  ahonld  be 
niidi,6KV;  trnportaDtnaaonlbrtbapoatpoDamentaf  tha 
•itjKlidN;  prerloai  qniKlon  nvred,  Wl;  doabtiU 


If  tho  motton  vHI  ant  off  dabaU,  in ;  ^1  tf  tho  Boon, 
MT;  «all  nqwndad,  OS;  pnrlou  qnaMton  Mt  aw- 
•*  nMOtditn;  oanMI,agt  M* 


Ibu  tUt  axanptlan,  TM;  arorr  ModiboUar  eaa  ba 
raashed  BDdar  tba  aifitlni  law,  T4t;  laajitilMbl*  dlS- 
ealtJa*li)c>nTlagtbapnps(llleBlBlBahet.T(*i  tkm 
Btataawhora  tba  hrgait  topitil  waa,  naalYadtha  grutall 
bauBtandwoBldtax  thal>aml«at,14(;  dtatribatatba 
oapltalanddlaeoBntapn9ortlauUr.n«;  BtsUaAnM 
b*Ta  tba  p«ww  to  lu  tbla  Btook,  tha  Mm*  M  Oaj  lau< 
thalr  own  buk  ato«k,T4T;  bank  taiaatn  HawToifc, 
T«T;  tfgbtofaState  to  tax  TtMod  e«T*nmaat  Itaute 
W;  InaonaettUalbabaDkaaranot  UablatotaaattOB 
atall.T4T;  Btnto  banka  ihonld  ba  taxed  bf  CoDgnaa Hn 
tha  baDalt  of  tbe  TnaaBry,  1*S;  BUta  lacUdatara 
iboBid  ba  eiehided  ftmn  barlaf  laj  InflBinaa  <■  tUi 
"  irto  taiptf  • 


Dlreston  oA  IWT ;  taaolBtiou  teUlTe  M,  MS. 
AmI:  Jr«<M  4*  AumaiU  (/ Z>irtiar-fiM /adn^  TOL  T. 
Bantt  If  Qapoaa-,SM  HUtrn,  Tcd.  TL 
Bah*,  Jon,  BepraaentatlTS 
AMlrvpf  ^(A-Am  Jit^am,  TOla.  1,  l;  T. 
B»SI>,  NOTli,  BiprtaaDtatlTa  IMni   i 

iSaa  Iitdta,  rob.  T,  E^  «,  la 
BjlSbodi,  Johi  B,  BapraaentatlTa  bom  Tlrglal*,  H8;  OB 

tba  Alexandria  oomJ,  OS;  on  tba  Tlistel*  rnlUlvj 

elaliiia,TW;   on  Vli^tnla  alajma,  TU ;   on  ndurtail^ 

tbabaDk,I4(.    SttStdm.ioLW, 
Biuoitii,  P.  T,  on  topagnphlial  niTTaTa,  S,    At  Utitm, 

Tola,  B,  8, 1.  ^  «,  ]«. 
BAHnmi,  Bonn  W^  Biprwntallw  ban  8a«lk  Chi» 

IliB,DM. 
Ain-iuUvftf  iTMO  Orittmt.    Bu  InOm,  toL  t. 
Bixwaotm,  Duixl  B,,  ob  b^ofrapUeal  nnaTt,  (;   a> 

tha  aalt  dBtr.  IS ;  BapraaeBtitlTe  fins  Hoith  CvoIIb^ 

K8;  OB  the  aonTaBltoB  with  TraMO,  TIL     St  ImOm, 

Tola.  (. ),  10. 
Bunov,  Gmsox  H^  BapraaaBtaUra  trvm  Snr  Ym^  Hi; 

on  yirflnlB  mlUtBrr  elatma,  IMl 
Bath,  Edwud,  wltataa  o^  the  tdal  of  Jndce  Pe^  Ui: 
BATB,Iauoa,onpaaalona,tl;  nlitlTeto JndfoPai^tT; 

on  Um  eoltora  of  rilk,  11 ;  Bapta*a>tMl*a  fiou  "-m 

ehoaatt^  US ;  OB  the  eoDTenUoB  wltb  riBsoa,  TML 
BiTM,  Jakh,  BepNoantatlTa  ben  IlaiBa^  n& 
BaUan  of  Smt  ontatt—S—  Imdtm,  Ttd.  4;  dt,  at  M. 

.£#lKl^  aaa  JiKte^  T^  & 


of   the  ] 

reeelTad  that  w< 

44l>;  tbam 

tbe  oontnrr  ware  ^Tta,  44E;  Inaxpedlaat  mode  of 

biinflBg  the  DilidoB  before  tba  Banata^  44S;  (ranUBf 


I  propria 
BxLL,Jsaii,  onnmanl  of  tha  Isdlaae,  H;  I 


■yCoogle 


m  tha  ooDdiut  of  tlu  buk.  M;  on  ncbwterlii(  Uic 
tuk,n7.    Ah  Ail«^  Toll,  t,  Id 
a^i,  Riuron,  a— »t«r  fruan  W«w  TTmjihlw,  MT.    AmA- 

*iliTOta.T.a,llML 

Bbrom,  Tnoxu  H^  on  i*Mir^  of  ths  ehBtw  tt  tb«  buk, 

llll  OB  UHMltdDtr,  in;  OB  U<  p0U-sa«  fBTHU^- 

tbn,  IM ;  on  Ou  pmon  of  Cosgieii  lo  ndlMt  dn^M 
■ad  NfidiU  eommfio,  B8;  Benitor  from  lOwnul, 
MI;  w  Ue  dnt^  aa  Iidlu  bluk^  Xt;  OS  poUla 
■^•Bditimth  MS ;  oa  ths  OBimej  of  Uu  CDltod  BUUi 
Buk,  tM;  on  Iht  bniHli  liuk  mmaor,  88>;  on  ttis 
TCdDiitiaiiordaa«,4U-«M;oiilh*inlitf<n  to  &i»t*- 
imU«,4M;  ondlAlbalkaofpnMHdioriudiali^lM; 
M  n^iitn  of  tha  Ualtad  Blats  Btak,  4M ;  on  praU- 
Utloaofnotaaliatbin  twantrdallui,4Ii>;  en  amasd- 
miDli  to  th»  bank  alurtai,  dn :  oa  ndknao*  of  tha 
bwk  bm  to  tha  SeenlVT  ort>>«  Traaanir,  oe;  on  dla- 
triboUoo  (tf  proeakli  of  lud  Hlia,  see. 

Sdsbe,  Joan  S^  SqmaeBtatiTa  from  )Ta«  Tark,  BBS. 

BlUAU,  Thdiui,  (TldOBO*  on  tha  uea  of  lalt,  l(t 

Bsmnn,  IiAirasLn,  Ba|mauUI>«  froo  Krath  OaroUna, 
DM. 

Sm,  OKinSB  U,  BanatoT  from  KMtatkjr,  MT;  on  tha 
ndDstkiD  or  dntlH,  ttS;  oa  nnlDttaaarr  pendon^ 
MD;  on  tha  mlaton  to  finntanula,  Ml ;  oanchnrtWDT 
tha  UalUd  SlatM  Bank,  dTE;  oa  imwndnunta  to  tha 
bank  oharlat,  481    Bu  Mta,  tdL  10. 

jm  la  radwa  OMt  afiuUaa  A(«M  M  Avorft,  BIS. 

gmt,  Moiug.~-Bu  JntUB,  ToL  1. 

.aiiko;)  Jliva'.— In  thi  HonBa,  a  bU  to  remit  thadotlaoa 

ontala  artldaa,  oDUlAared,  «n :  otjMt  irf  tiM  bUl,  «Sa : 

It  pn^oaaa  to  pcoBota  aonadnaal  Inlaceat,  SN;  Uitoi? 

«f  tha  bUI,  Kt ;  blatorrotlhablihoiikat;  guata)  pttn- 

,     titl*  wUch  (Onraod  tb<  oommlttea  fn  laporUni  tha 

.    Ull,  NO;  bUl  panad.  Ml. 

Bl.ua>  Jako,  on  wood  fbr  tha  poor  et  Owrgatoini,  UT : 
Bapraaf  nlatlro  ftom  Booth  Oanllni,  MS ;  oa  Sonlli 
,  Cwottn»cUnw,NS;  on  tha  shdCD  of  Hn.  I>aeataT,  «M ; 
on  tb«  eondoet  oTthl  Iwnk,  BM.    8—  Indtn,  tdU  10. 

Blur,  Jobk,  oa  tha  Bafilo  and  Saw  Orltaaa  road,  H ; 
BapreaaatatlTa  fton  TauoatM,  084.  iSMfi>daB,T(dB.T, 
&»,10. 

MaiJt  BaOeU,  AM  M«  bt  eaimtti  l—Sf  Indtit,  tdL  4. 

Slut  Uffl-lt,  at  atnalt  to  Ua  Atany.— Ah  AttM,  loL  B. 

Bo«F,  B*TU»,  BapcaaantatlTO  from  lodlaiu,  COL  Am  fn- 
rfaB,T0Ll<I. 

Bomn:,  J«^«,  BapnaantatlT*  from  How  Tork,  988. 

BoDum,  Taoiua  F.,  on  the  Baflila  lad  Naw  Orlaani  road, 
18;  KapTMantatlTafrDm  VlrflnlB,  SS8;  oatbadeoeaaa 
or  Cbulaa  O.  Johuton,  TU 

aaumtr/BrIiAiiivyiutU—SitIitdtB,TiA.a,I>iMf,<tc 

Bonu^  Tooiua,  erldeaoa  oa  tha  naat  otadt,  188. 

BlAVLal,  AauHAH,  mamorlal  ot,  aU. 

BaAaoB,  JoBK,  RapnaoatatlTi  tram  Hurtb  C*roltBa,nS;  on 
tb«e.C.m(morlal,Ul,Ui.    »*  Aidaic,  Tob.  T,  B,  >,  Id 

Bmall,  4ftn  vlA.~8tt  Indtm.  toL  ICb 

A-MOA  ifPriiiiUg*.—at4  Autat^  Tola  1,  4 

BrtalmiaUr  on  (it«  Ualowora— ^u  Jhdn^  voL  B. 

AWMf  .Sd«h— ,5h  Jivlai!^  ToL  8. 

SHbtF]/,—Sit  Ada*,  ToL  & 

Bataaa,  Onoaca  M.,  BapraaaatatlTa  Anm  Uaaaachnaatta, 
B88;  on  tha  apiionlanmtat  bUl,  cut. 

JH(M  .^nr'^wlMU  (M  0>iaiiur«.--nSM  JiMtoti,  toL  S. 

&«!•&  J«MrML~':jtM  Adaoi,  ToL  4 
A^Hak  JKInMar,  CoKduM  qf.—ate  InOM,  tdL  L 
A-lMak  Aillfaaia,  Bwmorlal  o(  848. 
arlMA  WtH  ItiOia  ■nwUSuIndtti,  toL  8. 
BaoDBuj),  JoBH,  BapnaentattT*  from  Noir  HampAIr*, 
BSa.    £h /odaa^  ToL  10. 


mHa«T-k.K 

Baooica,  Pukob  T„  latter  mlaUTa  to  tha  miian;  « 
Waahlnftoa'd  T*ma]aa»  801.. 

BaowK,  B,  on  tha  TaiUah  oomudriin,  S>;  fiauan  few 
irDithC»tollua,l4T;  oaradnetioBofdntte^at. 

Bdoku,  JoBH  C,  BapreaantatlTe  from  Peaarlm^  Wt. 

Bdohuiav,  JAin*,  oa  tha  momaHal  or  Judge  Poik.  K: 
rcIUl*ah>  Jndga  Fe(at.!»-St;  on  tha  1iii|iii^i^  t 
Jodge  Feck,  M;  ioppwti  tha  Impaachmint  it  Ja^ 
Peek,  148;  oa  attandl^  the  trial a<  Jadge  Pe^K4;  ■ 
the  Jodl^trT  bill,  800;  on  pilntli^  tha  JaAdHj  nfA 
SlT;oalnBotTaatdabtoia,tSa.    AaaJiwUB, Tola.!, 8.8.18 

BiroKiina,  Ai«iJjana,BautorEnRnlDiaDiiil,84I;  anbt^ 
oloUonarj  peBil«ia,4U;  on  TncdnaUaa  of  Iha  Iidaa 
44T. 

AffUs  sad  JTau  IMaoM  £awL— In  tha  Hona,  a^i^ 
tlTi  to,  couldoiBd,  8 ;  tha  CO 
Lllhedbf  aaTaralact^O;  dalgnto 
ol  FanoirlTUila,  8 ;  poJuon  o(  FannaylTasIa  Ik  nlHla 

Inoreaie  oT  the  Mandi  <f  inlcinil  in^niTalBat,  I;  Oa 
■onad  dootrtoc*  of  tha  old  Tlrglnla  ada4  t;  ak- 
dam  ot  Iha  pTotecUre  UML,  7 ;  tlM  bDl  (f  lb.  ■>•- 
■on  pnaanted  In  imS^S;  ltpioTtdeafririBiT«)k(M 
lonlo  of  a  road  from  ODa  aitrema  of  th«  tlM  Oikaa 


\\  thb  axtenilTa  prqjoet 


auonte  (real  aatlDiul  vorla,  > ; 

the  onrqnal  dlUrlboUon  of  tha  i 

the  ijitem  of  lolonuJ  Id 

part  of  the  gntX  ^atem  of  Inter 

realLu  their  adTaatagea  daring  ip 

Cambattand  rnad,  11 ;  a  claim  of  Jorlidlctka  bf  * 

Unltad  Stats  over  the  roadi  thejr  m^v  Hi  b^^ 

eoaHqaeaeai  of  the  bill.  It. 

What  ml  oncoattltDlIoiitl  whea  How  Totk  mM 
tat  aid,  hu^  br  a  ehaofa  of  tlnic  and  mea,  bacaaa  aa 
iUtntlonal  now,  11 ;  attempt  ot  the  goTOUMatlai^ 
pel  the  oanal  boati  of  Naw  Tort:  to  paj  tnirii  tMf, 
18;  dannllloa  of  the  word  eatahllah,  IS ;  wteaAd^bM 
deeldana  or  Btata  rlghli  aneMvd  ta  (^pedtlea  l>  Ita 

ctia  of  thia  right  la  nnjnat  ud  nntqnal  In  Ita  opendK 
14;  the ntUllj of  thli  glgantle  pn^act,  14;  Ittal^B 
baapaitoftha  Amaitcui  sntam,  IS;  Ian  illaalliwfc 
which  goTammenta,  like  IndlTldnaU,  mi  t^aodf  o- 
}ut,Ui 

Thlaifitani  of  laglilatlon  li  emal,  Di||DBt,asdnfp«>- 
■iTOilG;  Itiiaald  that  CoBgnaa,  bf  Ita  anaetiaaii, to 
aattlad  the  eoniUtntlona]  power  of  tha  gDrcmaalk 
rotation  to  Inluul  ImproTementa.  10 ;  the  title  rf  ^ 
hill  li  wrong,  18;  It  ti  not  a  road  which  thalataol' 
tha  omuitiT  oalli  lot,  10 ;  thli  appTcqirl&tlaa  of  ttHa 
hondrad  doUara  Ifl  bnt  thebaglBaInf  oftha^cpaailtB* 
IT ;  tha  operaUoa  of  thlg  aaheme,  IS. 

Aniletr  with  which  the  preeeadlngi  of  thia  fi^M 
are  legarded,  tS ;  tha  Bonthara  oonntij  recardi  Itidf a 
nnaqnallj  taxed,  18;  ahaJl  tha  anUrt  paTnuAl  ff  d* 
pobUo  debt  glTe  na  Boralleft  IS;  If  IhIabmpaH,i 
ahom  the  pmpoae  at  tha  Oovammont  to  heap  atdt 
praaent  grinding  eppreaalon  ef  tha  Bodth,  19;  thtSi^ 
li  oondnoed  that  Ita  oppmaieB  arlaea  from  tk*  amoa 
ef  nnlawfnl  pover^lO. 

power  who  admit  coailmetlona  of  a  dh»«  aill  k  dia- 
genu  tendenej, M;  tha  porcbaiaof  LoBislaai.>:  > 
gmt  and  iplindld  Oevemmant,  30;  to 'hat  an  wi  ■• 
■ttrlbnta  tha  Indomitable  tpliit  of  England  !  11 ;  M- 
Inff  of  the  people  on  tha  propcaed  nnt«a,H;  Ib^ 
Bleatlnff^  88;    the  pUndplai  and  detitk  a(  tk  U 


>,  Google 


fitjaaltoiwlilii,  W ;  oauUtnuti  Joloiu  et  Ui«  unuMd 
OTHfnnni  tad  Inovulnf  poven  of  this  GorenuDent, 
M;  [hU  MU  1*  U»  mM  dmliig  iitUmpt  npan  Btato 
JsTlidletlsn  wd  antlwritr  that  wu  iTU  bofora  Coa- 
«i<B,40;  thi  puMiCB  of  thli  blU  la  uaaeoaaHT.Ul 
■maDdmaat  morad,  41;  orgtalxatlaD  of  the  Committee 
of  Intaniel  ImproTaOMnti,  dl;  the  locattok  of  the 
nad  shiqnd  m  •  aanUBatloo  of  tho  Committee,  41; 
explaaiUea,  41;  other  imeadmeata  mored,  4£;  bUl 
njeeted.  4&    Stt  InOm^  tdL  IOl 

na.iBD,  H.  A„  BepmentMlT*  from  ladlaaa,  09. 

nMn,  Saoas^  BepnaeatatlTe  from  PoiuiijItibIi,  US ;  on 
iMttwMrlBf  the  beat,  TOL 

II  >  II  ma,  Taoraui,  oa  the  TnrUih  mliiloii,  MO ;  Bopre- 
■ealalhr*  l^om  UiMMhnaeltt,  US :  on  the  Sonth  Cud- 
Una  memorial,  US  ;oB  the  Soatb  CtmUaa  eltlmg,  SH. 
S*t  J^tdtm,  TOle.  B,  V,  ID. 

vnar,  Juwa,  OB  the  nitloul  lOkl  la  Ohio,  laH-Ul.  Su 
.AtAv,  Tol.  10. 


AVOOT,  ViLLUH,  SepreeentellTe  ttom  Teimout,  G89.    S4* 

AUUim,  Jon  C  litter  reUtlTe  to  the  remoTal  of  VMb- 
ISftODl  Nlnelltt,  OK     «M  A>d«ll,  TOK.  4, 11,  t,  T,  8i  10. 

lAlCBaHLano.  Cflimmiu.  C,  od  the  pej  of  meiolien,  4;  oa 
Ou  «iilliu*  of  tllk,  IS ;  on  raftmnca  of  PreeldeDf)  mee- 
■■Ce,m:  nporttontnde  with  the  Dealih  Ii]aads,04S; 
SapnentatlTa  from  New  Yoik,  OSS;  oa  mlnlmam  dn- 
tJee,  UO  loathe  Tariff  bill,  T4L    &e /Kfin,  Toll.  8, «,  10; 

bMadfoH  Bt^tt*.—St  Indtai,  roll.  1, 0. 

tonal  anwvf  Jfwole  aUait.— Stt  Italia,  jiA.  1 

toMOl  <*  auieit^Se*  ntdta,  voL  t. 

taraeoat,  RM^  cf.—att  InOns,  toL  4. 

Iasb.  Jobk,  BepneeatetlTO  fmni  ladliiw,  SU. 

lASB,  Oraina,  choMB  doorkeeper  of  the  llonAe,  040. 

Us*,  T.  C  wltzMM  OB  the  trill  or  Jadce  Peck,  ISt. 

XaMMQV,  Sahubl  p.,  oa  the  ecpen«ee  of  Impeeohment,  804 ; 
ontbeTaiUehmlmlod.Stl;  BapraMDlatlirotrom North 
Catollai,  6BS;  oa  mlnlmam  datlei,  000 ;  oo  the  Bonlh 
CamltaimemoiliUMS:  oa  tho  dIiUd  of  Mn.  I>e(atar, 
SK    »i />uf«^  Tolt.  g,  1,  IOl 

Jmmmtit,  OxveMtoML— &e  A<fe>^  toL  0,  uid  tadtas,  tdL 
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Ohoao,  Knf  ui,  EepraeeatitlTa  front  UuMohaeetti,  On;  oa 

the  rednetloa  of  datlee,  TUL 
C»o«tou  Xdwft,  J^mtdoaUuiUi  n,— iSm  AdM^nL  ft 
CMtra,  AltaUe,—Ia  the  Hoaea,  ■  raulatlaB,  ratetin  (■ 
tiklag  Blepa  to  cheek  the  propvit  of  the  ekolem,  An, 
eoogldond,  T40 ;  onsoBitltaUoBil,  nwlua,  ML 
CLUBouta,  NkTBUtat.  B,  BepneantatlTe  from  TliilBla, 

US.    ,SM/wfAE,TaLm 
(3(i<n  AgtneUi.~lii  tho  Seaite,  ta  l^^ropriltloB  Sir  efuti 
Pirie  md  Loadou  oonildered,  44T;   odffia  of  tb* 
naeita,  44T;  ippolatmeatt  onuthotlnd,  44Ti  tBrthar 
muks,44T. 
CuaxB,UATTDiwBT.CtAi(,gliM«Beluk,ON.    AaAdM 


ClAT.CLa 


T, 


Jdambb^  S.  F.,  on  tha  pnalihmaat  of  doalUog,  IM,  SE : 
SnMocflxm  Mttjluii,M'l;  on  the  Coloaintlon  Bo- 
CJ«t7,4M;  Dathteipenia*ofthe8oietsni«llt,4W.  5u 
JnOta,  nU.  a,  t,  IK 

JKAMDUB,  TnoHia,  BeprMaatitlTe  bom 


ytaruli  flit  ijiitni.  nrj-Hnftrrtif  '/    ff  ■•— *— ,  --',  ■ 
JMarttail4  t»JteH.—SM  /wie^  toL  1. 
]■  I  ■!  IM.  Bdviis,  wltneai  oa  the  trill  of  Jodga  Peek,  IS4. 
JioM,  Ad^  DjMoi  eoniitet  and  trial  tf/'.—Stt  hiia, 

TItttBptatt,  fr*gatt,  oMaef  efL.—8u  Indta,  toL  1. 

'  •  <mJ  JUaiHre  OmoJ^— &e  /fK(<i(\  toL  IIL 
awl  OMb  Oanal—Stt  Indtm,  role.  S,  >,  10. 
iBixMii,  VwitUM,  on  the  nit  dntr,  SI ;  on  the  CDltar*  oT 
illk,ni  OB  nfcfeaoeor  the  PreetdeBfi  n«Mna,«0; 
(Ki  mileiiia  of  miailiar^  181 ;  on  dnlf  on  hI^  S11.    St 
Adeo^ToLlO. 
{■onr,  JouTB  T.,  Bapcteantitlra  fMm  Tlittala,  001 


tCo 


tbe  Domoriil  of  Judge  Peek,  S4-S0; 


OB  raUef  to  lead  pBrehiaon,  09 
AliUma,DM.    «m  iwlei^  toI.  10. 
Cut,  HaBir,BoiiBtor  from  Kontnekr,  SIT ;  on  tlMi*dno- 
Uoaof  diitie«,S81;  on  runoral  of  WiihlBgton'i  remilna, 
BU!;   on  the  rednotioa  id  dntlei,  41S;   on  nnglelmed 
dlildeade,  4S0;  i 


mill,  443;  on  ttia  tnleeloB  to  Belgiam,  444,  US;  on 
alllm  igeaelei,  441 ;  on  r«fi»TiDg  tt>«  dlitrlbntloa  blU, 
4U;  OB  dlstribatloa  of  prooeede  of  lead  eilu,  411;  en 
dEMrimlutlii«  dutlM  with  apeia,  400;  on  a  etataa  af 
Wuhlagtoa,  4W ;  oa  priTilc^ei  of  Beaite  odloert,  dOT ; 
en  a  dif  of  hmnJlUtloB,  400 ;  on  dliOrlbaHoB  of  pro- 
eaedi  of  liBdiilei.(m;  oa  th*  IwakTetOkOn.  dM 
iMttu,  Tola,  t,  4,  fi,  0,  T,  B. 
Oi.iTTtin,  Joan  hL,  OB  the  poet-ofBce  lBT<itf(aUoB,  ISl ;  on 
"i*  poet-oBlo*  depwtDieDt,  MS;  Senator  from  Itelawire, 
II;  ontheipportlonmeathlU,4U;  oniBiendmantato 
le  benk  slwtor,  4S1 ;  on  the  >»"*  rota,  tM.     Sa  Iik- 

K^TI^IO. 

CLi.nDi>,  TaoMU,  on  the  eoudaot  of  tha  beak,  MB ;  on  dl»- 
OMUat  at  the  SoBth,  m ;  OB  r«dMtt«liw  the  boik,  T4T. 

Oent  ^  He  iI<»w.-iaM  Aidet^  ToL  10. 

a»il  ihraey.— la  the  Hoaea,  a  bill  reliUie  la,  noildaie^ 
TDD ;  whea  Ont  oontampleted,  100 ;  two  methodi  reooi>- 
moBded  fbr  the  nrrej,  TOO;  ehroBomalrto  niAda  tho 
ehaipcat,  TOO ;  ditj  feen  reqalrod  to  complete  It  bj  tri- 
Wl(nlltla^II»l  iu«e,tOI.    Ae /liiln^  >i^  S,  >. 

CM  flilenM;— A«  Aife^  Tola  1, 1,  and  Ado,  i(d.  B,  J>B- 
Ht  ait  Imperit. 

Oeinl,  yortitn lathe  Houiia,arDpDttiDdblllralitlTa to, 

«&    A«  At-tn^  ToU.  S,  I. 

Ooi^  BioHUB,  Jr.,  BepreteatitlTe  from  Tlrglnli,  Sn ;  on 
the  taloiiliatloB  of  free  bUeki,  fidO;  on  rauonl  of 
'WiihtagtoB'i  remilai,  094;  ob  the  rilk  ealtBn,  ML 
£m  Iiulm,  ToL  10. 

OMectto*  DUtHeU,  WnUnt.— St  India,  ■ni-S. 

CoLuai,  JoHH  A.,  BepraieBlatlTa  lyom  New  Tork,  US. 

O-IoinHa,  MiiUiUr  (a.— la  the  Hoaae,  the  utaij  ot,  eon- 
ridtrad,  tO);  arowed  obKotof  the  OsTemmeat  to  dl»- 
MntlBoa  the  appobitiBoat  of  a  minlitar.  Ml ;  the  Gor- 
ommeBt  dIwlTed,(01;  the  nun  ukad  lUehonld  ba 
■pprqiriated,  COS;  tba  SoTanmiaBt  hie  ao  ezliteBoe, 
to  vbleh  we  are  eeadlag  a  lalBlater,  aOK. 

fljaitoalton  JSoolaCr.— la  the  Benite,  memorldi  talitlTO 
lo,4ST;  powan  of  tha  Ganaiil  OorenmantidST;  itow- 
all  of  the  adroeatei  ot  the  lobime,  49T ;  qneadoB  of  Am 
power  to  make  iB  ^proptlitlafi,  411;  nmarkl,  dMj 
mamoriil  laid  oa  tha  tibli,  4ai.    St^idici,TiA.». 

Oolimita  Sitir.-St  HUHa,  nrii.  1, 8, 10. 

OnHHrvt  ^  a«  CiiMail  ffntair'Ae />K(«^  Toll.  1,  & 

OommtfifOu  WttLSt Iu4tB,yA.\t. 

Ofmpmiinim  i^  JTemMTK-A*  JMc^  Tob.  «  lad  U^ 


.y  Google 


dH  Indtm,  Tok.  (,  \  T,  B,  H  M 


Hona,  HouT  W^  K^mmUUto  ftam  Noitli  OhoUib, 

— U  Um  Hpbh,  ■  nulBlkBi^n  to 

M  wUsb  naj  ba 

la  la  Dm  DnlMd  StMM  Cauti, 


OMnm,  TmOMiM,  BapwntiH**  ftom  Ohio,  S8t 
AM  V  SMI  »|>  PotaitoNL— Jte  Jitda,  Tid.  T. 

Omu^  RitBUn.  ofl  Bai>di7  naUt,  ITSj  BapnwBtitlTe 
frgDP«Bq'lTWbi,BaS;Mivn«tlDcHoutaB,U&  A* 
/■^■^  nil.  9,  U. 

<^ua,  Boun.  K»giw»iWllT»  from  TIifiBla,  BS8;  en 
•alMslbl^bTthaK>ftat«'i/D*tat(s,TM.    Sttltidm, 

TOLIO. 

Cteun,  JouvB  EL,  SaprHOBtatIn  frem  OUotOIS;  ob  tha 
eaw  of  Bamul  Houbra,  STa,    A*  A<ia<^  Tid.  10. 

OkAWnn,  T>diu*  E^  BafnaauUUv*  ftom  Psui^lnnla, 
BM;  eBltiai|i|KilBts«>t  bULBtt 


CUiaHTcm,  WiLLUK,  Jr^  BapraMntatlT*  bcm  Obta,  DM. 

att  ladm,  i«L  S,  11 
£Hna*  •foAul  M*  (TMMII  dfoUt— fiM  AJaiH  ToL  8,  i^anol 

ZiHH  (/ Ma  ITolM  AotM 


CtamtariMCC  itaul,  to  CUl— Ib  tha  Suiato,  ■  bUI  daelaring 
tha  MMBtof  0«gn«l«aB  ul  of  Ohio,  V»\  uiaiitlbc 
tha  praaegTatiqp  a/  tha  road,  S80 ;  prortdea  for  the  aol- 
laatlsD  of  •  UMdawla  tell  tit  npaln,  V> ;  IH  pmrUoiM 
raiifinihli  and  Jut,  HO;  to  Tota  fin  Ihli  bUl  dosnat 
enBDlt  111  to  anjt  polat  ra  Uw  fiiMtlom  of  Istmial  Im- 
pcnan^  SW  i  th*  bill  ftolB  ihort  la  the  aaadan  Bt  th* 
mdtaOU^MB;  tnolfMltoBi  to  th*  bm  ailtnow 
Maad^  Ml ;  rili|ll«  doaa  not  poaaea*  tha  ponar  pro- 
pOMdlob*|1iroBl«OUo,MliJiiiiiliatlaa  to  baglTan 
to  JoiUeM  of  paut  iB  Ohio,  Ul:  whatan  tha  pn- 
tUomoT  th*bUl,Ml;  «« tiMudnto(Hdi>apowartodn 
that  vblsh  iba  eaold  Bot  do  banalt  Ul;  hrtber  otilceUoDa 
tatb*tiill,Mti  onlHad  lotUid  nadlBf,Ml;  puMd, 


■abaerlUBg  Air  tha  B^Uw  <<  DabBtM,n& 

dtu.yiA».»,Vi. 
DaaUt  Jitoarfa— BapoTtM  tha  teada  witk,  Ml 
VtyxmsKt,  T>oa»*,  Eapna  ~ 

;8ai  Ada^  Tok.  8,  >.  IB. 

undnIlM,B3SL 

DATS,  WuUK  &,  OD  th*  JadldarrUn,  «>;  ] 
tfra  ftvm  Boatfa  CuoHaa,  US;  «  a  da 
on  rsahiTtarhif  tha  baak,  TIT.    S—  Ja. 

J>ag^aumtUiU4o».-li,  th*  aauata,  a  v 
to  ooDildend,  4t8 ;  tha  BoamB*  ctf  Oh  at 
diBU,4n;aba«mla(naaIutlaD,WI;i 


fliad  to  DD  pait  of  tha  iTOM,7dB;  laaam  ^». 
pnoeikBta,  rtf ;  naolBtlea  ordvod  ta  ttbd  i^lc 
■M;  nirtbsr  MXHldantloB,  194. 

DxTU,  Ciunm,  Bapnaeatatlr*  ftata  B«v  Taik,iK 

Ontf  ana  Dmmi  JmtUtMem,  doHttoBs  tB.-Ai  .^ 
Tola,  d,  ^  S.  10. 

DUiUOU,  BsmtT  A.  ^  B*[*«nBlBtl*«  ftna 
aatt>,a3S;  on  lamoral  of  WaahliwtBB'k  ■«■ 
on  tha  oonTaitloii  irltfa  tnaom,  TW ;  ob  a 
dar.lM. 

Mbatm,  rtporU'iv  ^-St  Imit^  nL  1. 

DtbaUt,  £xM«r  ^— IB  th*  Hens,  m  noloai 
MTlba  for  coBaldend,  7S&;  ntorad  Co  oMka  aa 
M  nfcmd  to  fiihii*  Tolnin**,  TO ;  tba  woA  1 
ana,  Ilka  tba  dabataa,  aad  th*  roooid.  If  ^hb 
ouf  ht  to  ooBtlBB*,  TSff;  tho  Ibmur  raaolalfM 
Ter;  Or  ia  MDimltllBg  thb  OaTanmani  li 
laa ;  pnpar  that  maraben  aboold  hara  an  «f 
to tBOw wliat hud  ^Bfii  innii  hii iiliifliiii. TM . 
Ii  th*  0BI7  OoBcnariowl  U*tai7  «f  th*  CalMi,  M:  h 
aiamplaitf  EoglaBd  AooMbaTAiral^tlB  ttfefafB 
lar,  TM;  iboald  CoBfraa  bcra  tha  pvwn  t*  a*  Ik 
paopls  and  qipi^riate  tfaalr  Tmonaj  la  b«j  ba^  fe 
UamMdrot  r  7ST;  fiiRhtt  dabato,  n 
tha  table,  toit,T38;(  ~ 
aabacriptJorif  TO9; 
TW.    St*  liidim,  ToL  IL 

Dwiama,  Has.  Bebui.— IB  tba  Hooaa,  ■  1 

tha  bill  to  eompaBaala,  loit,  aid;  tha  bD^  »I;  hn 
rdat<TStolh*BBTr,SNi*abal,BN;  ^p«Bn^to- 
iBf  e<  tha  Mgal*  PUkdal^ila,  OM ;  BatU^  b  dii^ 
to  ba  sompaiad  to  thli,BW;  raportsf  ihaa^^A^ 
tM:  tsnumnt*  Uw  npnMBWln  at  a  pUat  ^ 
UM:  thabUlDSJoitlflablalBpilDBlplcHvallalbB^ 
In  wUeh  tta*  dMilbutlen  li  to  b*  ^Ma,  dM;  oMia  * 

to  Kn.  I>eeatar,  (00;  Daeatnr  deaUr  «inhd  la  ta 
rawaid,  001;  to  whom  ahaU  lb*  ravanl,  vhU  1^ 
tohaTBlMtB  bsatowadoB  him,  b*  MvaUatta^  ■! 
ffdakMH; 


SIB. 
D^fmtUt  BMaaaraa  agatMM  Ortat  A«ate  ^dr  IM 

Dtlmrar*  mtd  (n«aap«db  fTtnaf     iBra  BirfM.  iii  1 
DtittatMfiim  nrWIoHaL-dM  Atd«^  TaL  I. 
DaairT,  Huani,OD  UMBBTlptleBdf  thalttik^dN;  B^*- 

BeBtattTafrmBPaBBajlTaBiaiSBB;  aB  tb*  ftealhlM- 

Mw  mamork),  ««1,  Hi 
Dbhbi ,  Pbublofe,  tha  o***  U,  —4  InOm,  t«L  & 
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nr  ABx;  Itxirst,  BsprwenMln  from  FMHrlTUila,  GtS. 

lOKIBaoir,  ILuiAir,  on  tb*  dltlM  as  Iroi,  UB ;  Buitor 
from  Nsw  J(n«f,MT;  on  ttis  dulj  on  iBdlu  blukcli, 
KM ;  on  'WiiUBrCaii'*  blrtli-4>7,  8ST ;  OB  tli*  ■ppor- 
tlaa>n«Btbill,«1II:  DBthandBotlaBD/diitlf^tiO.  Sa 
JitOtm.  Toll,  a, «,  T,  B.  1, 10. 

■OKBox,  JoBK,  Rapr««tatlTafraiiiKa«Tork,BtS;  ontho 
lof  BiltUinli]«M«,«U;<»iU*«H*citBwi]iul 

■  Aid«^  ToL  It. 
I  JWIanwurM.— &•  Ad«^  ti^  1. 

t  of  PiMla  jr«Hy.-n8M  Indtm,  toL  T. 
M«ft»r<fag  oad  AmnmMug  OjghtrL-^tt  IttOMI,  to).  ID. 
Mantai  Suanlp  Oamal/—Sn  Indtm,  vatL  S,  t. 
MririteMoa  q^  U<  Btnmm4.-S—  H\dta,  toL  111 
TMMol  (t^  a><wi>Mli.-,5M  Ad«^  TOta.  1, 9,  <,  T. 
MvMmfl  MiutiHmKC—lB  tlia  Saul^  ■  nBlnUaa  edtllic 
fcrmllstof  iiui»ato«ii*nDi;o<En«d,4H;  Utdoatho 
tal>la,«Sa. 
EMmtbm  4i>  a*  iXMrM  4<  CW«iiUa.-«M  JiKtM^  rail.  1, 


I,  pMiur,  «  lb*  nil  dotj,  SI  1  0 


JoaicUiT  npoct,  nT,  SU;  XopnHOtsUn  (Mm  Vlt- 
■lida,  SaS;  nporU  OD  d*TM7  la  *>u  DWtM  of  Ooliim- 
■r  tlw  Ohio,  HI ;  OB  nnwnl  of 


X>WTr,  Jod|*,  «(tn  oooipHiMtloii  tn^  Ml, 

I>airauiii>,  Ultmb  F.,  BapNMBtatli*  (Mn  H>ir  TMt, 

BBS ;  «e  Uw  ipptrtloniHat  Ull,  HI. 
2>rM»6aat  «•  B^/hnd  3ivar.-~S>t  DhMm  m  BupcrU, 

tbLIOl 
J>nMi«aiik-~A« /nd<^  nil.  1  ud  1*,  JIhNm  M  Aqwrti. 
SKiTisa,  TiLUUi.  OB  hiiMgniiUcil  mntjt,  D;  nlMln 
toJad«*pMk.«;oBlhaTaikldiHWom,Ml;  Bcpn- 
■utaUn  from  Sootb  Omllw,  5M:  om  Sontb  CuoUu 
dtl^sa;  OB  UMSHthCanllu  iwBoiUl,Uli  on 
Ugran«nla(ir>a>ilqMB^inMli^DM,Wl;  aa  tha 
BoBlkCteollM<t*iBU,IM;  «  tha  Buaorial  of  Brltlah 
nb)«cili,«I;  ob  imatlBs  SoBitsa,  HO;  an  mooaled 
tahatiT.TU.     A«  Adas,  Talk  ^  t,  la 
SmOBS,  ll«i>Ain,  tha  lua  at,  «M  Adja^  ToL  IS; 
I>avuT,  CKuia  B^  Bautat  ft<n  Kaw  Ya^  WT.     A* 

A«n^Toll>. 
Pt»IUiiff,OiiiiMimo,*e.—Jaa»ttatiM,»WilbrtitjMa.- 
Unut  or  ((fm>  1b  tb*  Dlrtriat  tl  OolsBblB,  aoa- 


•idlBur  ta  maka  (unUiBg  paaltlubla  bj  coBflnaiBaBt 
Ib  Ot  poBllanUuT,  in ;  objaet  of  aluriBg  iIdiIIIbi  wLlh 
iBbBWU  almai,  IM;  dBalUnf  pBDlibod  Is  tha  Khi«s 
fnuta  obI;  b7  B  Om,  IK ;  pualt;  1b  Mranl  Btitat, 
IN;  dnr  ttaw  mam  than  li  >  powar  ■tMD(*r  Utu 


a  ban 


ttkm,  IM;  iMOMomar  u4  toadaquarur  lafldMlai 
OBllHMblMt,lMI;  UU  bid  BB  th*  Ubta,  IW;  qowUiB 
iaiwiBBllmaBt,t»;  rMdnllaBoaH«l,Ht.  S-In- 
<l»,t(>ll 
Dir*u>,JiiBB«,OB  Iha  IDlMto  wtd  WeUcan  Canal,  KC: 
OB  B^t  BpiiBSI  In  lUlBolih  ail,  Sid;  SarnaaBtitlT* 
1  mOBBUd  Infentrj,  Til.    St*  In 


at  it  AiBiB  of  tha  Honaa, 
1 1  rilk  OiV  to  Co^na,  sm 


iL«,ia 
[■0.,(hia 


thl  HOBM  1  bin  to  iHoi  thl  HTBIBl  Bob 

M;  obj«!tof  tha  bul  topiflitdo  ■  naMd^Bgilut  in 
ibiuo  of  tho  Iiwi  of  tba  ooonby,  M ;  Ua  priaalpil  ol4*ct 
kts  anfona  tha  tuiff  )««<#  1M8,M;  thit  liwni 
piBad  tat  tbc  imtectkni  tt  doBustJa  iBdiulij,  ud  hiT* 

not  thou  for  vhaaa  benefit  It  wu  piaad  b  il^t  to  lA 
and  damiod  oT  ni  that  tha  Ulh  ct  tha  OoTtnnwnt 
ihaltnotbaTlalitadl  U ;  proof  that  tha  law  li  TioUUd, 
Mi  tha  coana  af  Fraaoa, 40;  proTbloai  id  i— 1'^"c 
Uwa,  nadar  wbloh  th*  allagad  tnoda  ar*  parpatntad, 
a;  prooaadlnfi  at  (ha  Cnatam  Honu  to  Sew  York, 
tt;  a  papal  rMd,  M;  lt>antlMritr«D>atloB«d,M;  nad- 
iBg  ooDtlnnod.  4d;  daaerlpUon  of  tha  mmat  B«ad  to 
ooamielhaid>,4T;  KtUr  of  tha  Cidlactar  of  Naw  Tark, 

fBBflnllT'  nndsntood  that  oar  lawi  an  iTidod  f  40 }  tha 
Pnaldant,  In  Ui  maaaiga,  latjoiatai  ai  mneh,  4t ;  what 
takn  plaoa  Id  tha  Appntnn'  oOen,  it;  unrahH  at 


what  la  tha  esndltlga  at  th*  ABariaah  BMnhaBtf  M; 
mamarlala,  W;  «U  apaak  of  tha  oompUoB  of  trada, 
W,  how  li  Iha  woollao  bada  (anlad  on  f  SI ;  laltioDBd 
poller  to  allov  truulant,  wsBdartnt  fomisan  to  naoip 
that  amplormont  whiah  baloa^  to  ABHcieaa  tdtliani  t 
Bl ;  amneoBi  to  ny  that  the  aTWloni  an  oanaed  bj-  tha 
Ugh  diiUa%  CI ;  ih*  linlcn  TalBBllon  tl  tha  rattan  part 
of  onr  ijitani,  M  ;  afhata  af  fnad  md  iTirfaB  on  tha 
nrenaMl;  th*  Oinada  tnda,H:  th*  pwiplilntb* 
IbtttlOT  haTB  naTST  bean  awan  of  tha  mbehlaft  pn^ 
tiled  at  tha  Cortom  HoMe,H;  prarldOBior  tha  bill 
bafiinth<eammlttaa,llli  ob>eetlou  kiIbM  the  Ml,  DB. 
JML—A  motioa  te  nonutder  tba  rata  ndoolBf  tha 
dDtT0BMlt,T8;  noKBi (br tha neouMantlon, H;  tha 
dlfflailtr  <tf  tha  nil]oiit  ofa  (arU^  Td ;  the  1  Dtanit  ^  (TBIT 
paftahonldba  oaoaaltad,  Td;  iltaatlon  a/  tha  ommtcy 
In  ftinnar  roan  In  nqwet  ta  lall,  H ;  aitnata  bom  tha 
Jotunaliof  tha  Old  ConKriMi  TB ;  nta  af  dB^fiBuiiilj 
iDpoaad,  TC;  nuBolhatDn  an  tba  aaahcard,  TB;  uvbl' 
lant  prlea  paid  tat  It  lo  TBtisBa  pafti  id  tha  ooantrr. 


m  It  tl  u 


thapaapla,  T()  tha  prepsdUin,  ta 
eeiTad,Tt;  It  Iinld  thitnlt  la  aniiiiiiiiiraf  iita,TT; 
thltpTCVMlt><Bl<  ablowatraak  at  th*  whole  dimwilo 
Inducrr  of  Of  aooDtiT,  IT ;  tha  uteat  at  th*  aalt  IB- 
t«nithMiwlb**pat»enllT«lrMB*mr*d,Tl;rtrtwn«Bt, 
18 ;  maanbetu*!  IB  itaM^t  BTor  Stalo  af  tba  UBl«k  IS : 
thli  ndnetlOD  mutnlBlba  mamifcirfn, TO ;  aranfa 
Talna  of  toalaB  uH,  TO;  adT*BtB|a  to  tha  ftitalgB 
■niela,!)]  If  tb*dDqFli*ODtlBD*d,thaMltor  Waatan 
PanurlTiBia  will  aaaa  aampata  with  tha  ft>t«l|a  (Hi- 
de, Tl;  when  tha  maaaftKtind  uttela  li  leat  t(i,ea; 
ODBeatlanof  porkwlththlanljeetiM;  d«a**tl«  ootn- 
patltloB  ndnan  tha  prlaa  lower  thai  the  tanlga  aitlala 
woald  b*  If  ft**  of  dntr,  SO. 

A  ndneUon  ot  dntr  ■*  the  pnaent  ttma  wosld  be 
pT^odldal  tfl  tha  pnUl*  IntnaM,  Bl;  bgnaOIi  t>  tba 
■a  fnm  tha  pnttoHaB 


Id  iitl<la,Mi 
in  tefliUtlou 
w  Toik  and  New  "'-f'"^ 
of  ndod^  tb*  pf«teatloa,Bi;  tha  kit*  a  tnaaca  tf 
jBdaB,ei;  DotlaBlolar<>htbalBbUleat,8i;  moUoB 
to  neoaJdar,  eaiHod, », 

The  »1,  abMlnta  ■iniiiiTtel  tt  lUaaa^t  set  tab* 
tanad,  31 ;  th*  poor  bub  maat  oAoB  pajr  the  neat  tsi, 
8a:«flMt(f  th*ndBatlqBaa  KavTo^Mi  tkaBtal* 


>y  Google 


aoltiiB,T(lli  wnnsf  uwef  iMlmTOa;  HeCallseh'i 
Tlaw  of  Isw  mfH  an  ooUiai,  *>.,  TW;  Baatt  Ctndlna 
wUlBotnbaimTOL 

Ou  TCMm  whj  7«o  •hooU  Bst  tboOA  or  iltv  Ibt 
uUtlM  ^«(KUn  ajitomiTlS-,  aOlKt  of  tha  aouDd- 
inast  pr^HMd,  TIS;  It  1*  uM  thg  a^rtam  opanlai  with 
a  pUnUBi  BMtM, 


n^i 


li  li  Ua 


oir  p 


thaari>an,n4;aald 
tlea,  Tl«;  Tiawa  adrau 
dlaal  ir  It  lijsna  oaar  aacUana  aad  Istanati  rnon 
tkaaUbcMflti  til*  Sooth,  lU;  sUlot  which  thla  la- 
duatir  haa  db  rsi,  Tl(i  haa  a  atata  of  iketa  aubatan- 
Uallr  aaw  and  matntal  arlaan  rinoa  ISM  and  18^  which 
dlaebut«  raa  of  jau  pladfo,  and  laadan  It  hanwxble 
a>daxpadleat  taabandoD  tha  polL^adopted?  714;  haa 
~  it  protsctlou  li  niisntlUiK  wd 


tanab7ap»taotlTspoUaT,lllaaald,nT;  data  It  work 
an  onMMlatica  oT  natlgu)  ln]st7t  TIB;  theatutade 
4tt  South  Canliaa,  IIS ;  jsn  Ttdata  Id  aoma  lort  the 
pU^ladlUthitf  thaBatlaB.nt;  a  atateaman  whs  doaa 
thb  daad  la  gallij  af  pndliallj'  (qnaaderlUK  a  Batlmal 
pnpartT,  Tl>;  aU  nun  admit  tha  Taloa  af  raannlulona 
to  a  nation,  TW;  Hot  mada  ent  that  tha  eilatlnx  pnitae- 
tlTamEaudaaaiTlltotheSonth,T>0;  ftuiharnmarh^ 

Amandmanl  pnpoaad,  nt;  apathj-  on  th*  aabjaot. 
IH;  howaracTlaTaniiaatabendnaaadthataradaniod 
allciadltinS:  tho praat Inaquhtr and  InJoatlH  of  the 
ajMain,  ns ;  Eha  hardana  born*  eamliiad,  IM ;  coodl- 
tloo  of  th*  Booth  In  ralaUon  to  tha  eomlbrti  or  iUa, 
RT;  tha  17*1*10  U  dangtroni  to  tha  peaa*  and  hannooT 
of  tb*  Union,  TiS ;  canaaa  vhlish  lad  to  the  Barolntloi, 
fW;  onr  tax  appropriated  In  olheicountrlea,  TSf ;  ax- 
■ndaallOB  ef  Dr.  FmkUa  tnHir*  a  aemnlttM  ^  Pai^ 
llilD«Bl,TM;  Dactaratlonof  lDdapandaIioe,TM;  laonn 
■  (■wdlfranntfroin  thaeolonleiT  TSO;  did  tha  paopla 
D*aB  no  Duna  b;  tha  BaTolnllon  than  ■  ohasga  of  maa- 

tanr  na 

Th*  pnteaUT*  ijatcm  had  Ita  orlflB  In  Virginia,  tii ; 
onr  anaaaton  did  not  anthotti*  In  th*  ConitJtoUon  a 
bodlOfiatlon  af  tha  Terj  prlndpl*  whloh  prodoud  the 
SarolottaD,  tSl ;  flnt  eanaa  of  othnee  to  th*  eolonlu 
wa*  a  tariff  an  Watt  India  pradoH,  IM ;  principle  of 
tbaBaroInUaD.ISI;  SaaBdal  Maw  of  the  amoint  of 
bnrdena  imposed  an  th*  Soitfaarn  Sttteg,  ud  of  the 
nneqnat  aiputdlCoT*  of  tha  larenna  aoUaated  bf  im- 
peatB,1ta;  It  li  bM  tk«  rtptat  of  tUa  vMom  will  proa- 
tntothapndaotlTelabn  of  th*  North,  184;  thiaqaea- 
tl«n  mntt  nav  ba  aatUad  on  a  pannaoeBt  baala,  TM; 
mndi  sDoaeded  ta  th*  maimlbatDrlDg  Intaraila  In  the 
mUmiUod  orth*i*T*nn*,1H;  ttlaold  aajitdaetlon 
«f  dDtl<*ahaBld  ba  gradual,  TSS. 

opat«d.I«;  otjeotio  >i*kethabin 
tU,  141 ;  taat  Uia  graat  prlndpl*  miln- 
talnwl  throDghont  tha  bUI,  Til ;  prataoUon  to  the  u<[- 

maTA,T41;  bU10rdfrcdtoba*ogroiaed,T48.    <8m /■- 
dam,  Tols.  1, 1,  S,  4. 5,  B,  T,  S,  >,  10. 
PtOiet  o»  Inpoiit.—LtT^Jit  at  and  refolatlnf  oonnuroa, 

PuMf  o»  /nporte— HeaolBHoDi  adopttd  bjr  Iha  dtj  of 

New  Tork  on  th*  >Dli}eot  of  the  tarllC  49>, 
J>hMm  iHi  Tbnfuv*.— Ah  ImUa,  tdL  1. 
J)NU«a,  TbBM,  A^,  JMIHin  i^-&*  AdiiK  ToL  10. 


ii,  AMrtt  <tf.~S—  India.  joL  ft, 


Aa(«<«  ^  PraMant-Aa  Adu^  T«l  1,  al  MlfiU 


Xl»etima  FrstlAriVaaiitait— AtAda^nLK 
mffOaUtiif  uXfUtHttm  WaMinlmlittKim 
Ainu*  Jtvat  jr«iaM*B*i«L— Am  AAkiA  t 
etftaBth*qMMkd^» 


aaotallTa  from  CoonaeUeDt,  (W;  on  thi  ^fitaa 
bUl,e48;«itli*B«ath  CaraUiiKUB^M;  alib 
aolTsnt  I>ebto^  bUl,  «D1 :  aith*Miirau4iB 
ttin,<n;  ontheooBTenltonwllh  Pnai^!«;a» 
acrlbli«faraeB*«IMv«r  I)gb>t(i.l»;iaBdS 
lag  tha  bank,  T4(^  A*  Jiidaa,  nL  It. 
KatMHfC—Su  Indm  Tola.  S,  d,  G  and  Mk<^1>M 
BHIaiiL 


Mi;  01 


•maloi,  >«,  sn ;  oB  th«eciDdB«<l  kM 
rraaUng  HniiatDii,  Ht;  en  piBMOiK^a 
Ih  oooTeatlon  with  rraaa,7M:ak* 
1th  Fnae«,ni);  on  th*  BifbWrtf  DM 
ns.  aitlndta,r6k.6,>,lt. 
Etibt,  HchtOB,  BepnaenmT*  taa  Yun^W  * 

A<fa«,  Tol.  UL 
Kwna, 'nnnua,  Senator  &«OUo,MIl  lalkxMI 
of  dntiag,  mti  on  amairiBanli  la  thi  Md«t 
dai;  ondlitrlbaUsBOf  pMscadiefhodalitft*  . 
tha  bank  Tain,  BM. 
Jaielia»g*i^SlatlM.—SttAdm.T<i.J.  I 


hate<ita-»iMM>'> 


nd4ral  jMdga.— St4lndtK, -roll.  4,6,  ai^^*^ 

3,  AaundnunU  V>  ila  CamitUM'm. 
Fntin,  JoBH  If..  Sepraeentatlr*  frm  SmU  0"^** 
FiHDLiT,  Jivn,  Bepriaoatitin  bta  Ivai*,  M  * 

ItldtBS,  Toll.  8,  >,  ID. 
FmBaBiLD,  WiLLua.  Eopreamtatinlhai  !*■•■■■ 
Flag  1^ 111*  Uiai4iaiatit.SaHim.^^^ 
.flarfdu  Zand  (%><i>u,—Tnth*Heua,iMD  to^"^ 
inantot<»uldered,«g;  moUoo  to  udi*  iI ''^ 
ha vB  beeo  eonflmed  by  lbs  Sinter  ■»J  *** 
<8;  thoWllproposBSBOBewpriedpltli*^*" 
ottleet  of  Oonfiea  In  orgulUif  V^  ''**^, 
th*  aflofflpatlMi  of  theea  cHlDim  «:*""""■  , 
attempt  to  nTeraa  tha  deeWw  rf  OfflBh*"? 
thla  motion  will  lottndlie*  a  1»- IT"" '"  "T: 
•S;  whatlBltiobJeotHSjthapoBffrf'™*^^ 
Spain,  Inrsguil  to  landi,0i  r"'*'"""*^     i 
plaBed,89;  ol(J«iUon*ro;  l^"*" 


Tl.    SM/i 


ToLW 


fltirMaASiHn.—Stth>iat,TA1. 


*-»-***"* 


^oeupatlon  ^.—IBm  Indtt,  nl.  t.  JNtrcAoM  ff^Stt 
InOtB,  ToL  &     Wnckmi—St  J»(ln,  toL  a. 

grWs  otut  atertUi  BrnmOarn  OiMi— In  th«  HonN,a 
msmsa  rclitln  (o  rM«lT«d,  Ml. 

on,  JoBK,  lalUi  DB  nmenl  of  WuhlBftoo'*  iuhiIbi, 

■oe. 

in.BAjimii  A.,  oBthasgiMnltfqiTOpiUtlos,  Kt;  8«iw- 
tor  ftqm  CenlusUsnt,  U7 ;  on  StToliiUaDu;  puulou, 
Ml.     St*  Indtx,  tO*.  t,  ID. 

tCt  SttelvHiHu—S—  Indtx,  t«L  10,  Puilla  Lattdt. 

i«p,Juat,  BtpiwinMIn  ftom  Fasiurliula,  BSSi  8t 
Aiti^TDLia 

r<i(pt  Mlmittrt,  Abmtef  PrieOtgu-Btt  ImdtB,  Tul  B. 

ir«4r»  A«Ia(fo)u.— .Sm  /iikt^  toIi.  1,  i. 

rtl^rntr*,  rtHUaiu  from.— at  India,  Toi.  a. 

tniTH,  Jobs,  oe  tha  utiauil  nnd  Is  Ohio,  211;  sa  tlit 
TukUti  ceainliilali,  SU;  Bsutor  ftom  OKUftmHT; 
•o  WMhlnctDB'tMitb  Hmj,  8S7 ;  db  th*  ippoittoiniuiit 
bill,  US,  4M;  DiithamLlBBtoOiu(«iuilB,4M;oiiUis 
B«lI<aBllIll■ll)^UB;  m  oUUn  «fwicl«t,  MT;  on  M- 
olutteror  IhaUnltod  BUto  Buk,  4M ;  oBaiUtBaor 
'WuhlBston.UT;  oatbeBcgtiterof  I>atiata,ISllL    Ett 

JiMtM^TDLtdL 

»s«,  Thomu  F.,  OB  ths  UimUU  i««il  MU,  M;  on 
priBtLnf  the  JndloUf;  nport,  S14 ;  B«pnieDUtlTa  tma 
OwMCl*,  K8 1  OB  tb*  lB«dT«Bt  dibtmi' bUl,  «n;  OB  the 
ODndDBtst  thabukitll;  ob  umUng  Houton,  UI ;  on 
MUoiUBC  for  Uw  SaiUts  of  DatmtM,  TH,  TW.  Am 
AdsvToL  10. 

Yanct.  OintfMmt  wOt.— In  ths  Hodh,  b  Mil  to  any 
fnW(Sut,*cwi»uUI(ir*d,Tlie;ditBUiar  tlKWU,T<H; 
two  jttn*  that  iiuagh  fbr  aomplatlBf  th*  dnUaa  of  thia 
MnmllriBB,  TU ;  oonBlat  batnan  tha  iBtaiuta  of  tha 
dalDuati,  IN ;  tlma  ihould  not  bo  nndlewlji  prolOBgod, 
UA;  too  fieat  n  cuitBUiBeBt  of  Umt  woBld  Iutb  b 
taadaBoj  topuhaalda  imall  clalnu,  TM;  period  of  the 


ni;  prevloiuqi 
Vamet,JttlaUtnt  isiM.— Am  Jitdta,  Tola.  I,  El 
ViMUif  Pr<tU»gt.~at  Indta,  Toll.  1. 1 
VaaAoeb;  CWniMMM  v*.— Ib  tha  Hobb^b  laaolatloa 

raUUTa  la,  ooroldu*],  BtC,  Hi  GO,  filCL 

VMdBH  ri^  0»UCfMIU.~^!H  7lKt«l,  ToL  1. 

kBUBSHDnBi,  Tbiodob^  OB  the  raOHTiI  of  tha  IniUui, 
IM ;  on  the  pinlahnwnt  at  i]o«lIinj,  IM ;  Sautor  fnm 
lfawJan^,MT;  on  th*  apporUoBmant  bUl,  lU;  on 
KanlnUsBBrj  P«bi1dbi,  Ml ;  en  a  dsj  of  bunilUtloB. 
Bpai^tafWMUBCton,lW&  Stt  India,  rot  10. 
■  ■  -     -   -St  India,  ToL  1^ 
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etrgia  MUMa  Oatm.— St  Jndta,  jtiM.  >,  (,  T,  1  & 

OtrgiaOkiba*.— St  Inam,TBi.W. 

Otrtfa  PnitiLSt  Ada^  toL  la 

ef*rmait£a%en'V*,I'aHtiit.    Am  Adiot  toL  1 

QojiOBi^  J(HB,  KapraautBtln  Itna  Faaa^nBlB,  SH. 
SM/wMt^  Telle. 

OMna,  Wiuux,  aTtdeno*  on  the  nav  of  nit,  10, 
.Aaaoiri^— SMelcitlonTdMlrata,olhf^S8t. 

e«ED<ur,  Wiuux  P.,  SB  priBtlng  Um  JndMiu]'  nport, 
SIT;  BwtMait*llTef)v«Tli«lnfai,BtS;  oaramonl^ 
~  WB,    5h/ihI«(^toL10. 


arnlt,AUteai.-~StIndim,v6li.J,a. 

QioiBSLL,  Qaoisi.  4r,  BepraaaatBtlTa  from  MiHBiilinitlW. 
bUl,MT.    fi(«A<lM^ToL10. 

Qmnx,  J.  K.,  BapraautatlTa  from  SoBth  OandlBB,  tM 

Qbitbbt,  Pbux,  on  the  pajpuint  of  wItTiiwii,  U9;  B«w> 
toi  fnHD  TaBBaMea,  UT;  aa  the  radoetlan  at  datlai^ 
M;  OB  BaTalBdM«7  ptBdont,  UO;  oa  B»rolntJOBU7 
pauioUiMa;  ob  ndaetlni  of  dBtlu,  SUl  St  Indt^ 
ToLia 

giMlapMifa,  JBmJp*  to,— In  the  BaBate,  »B«ppropiUtlna  Bg, 
ikMand,**);  irhoUr  bbmmmmt,  M»i  the  Baaatik 


Important  trade  batvacn  flnBtamaU  ud  tba  Ualtad 
Statea,  Ml ;  lo  raftiae  the  appr^rUtloB  ao  immadJalalj 
aftar  oonllnnlBf  tha  nomiBBttoB  voo]  ~  ~ 
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fiir  iBft'Tv  tg  pTHont  k  mlnoritj  npoiti  900 ;  motion  to 
po^ioHsMII;  whit  eOBTM  wlU  ths  blU  UkeiftortlH 
■HOBdnadlngr  SOI;  u  Importut  Mit|)Kt,  M ;  olijMt 
of  tk*  pottpDitamaDt,  SSI ;  Qi<  qsMtlon  «f  MCOnd  rud- 
Ing  optn  to  dtHOBlOD.  Wl ;  borama  thtblll  teb« 
laporUdt  SOI;  debate  on  tlu  portpgMnwBt, *01 ;  pott- 
|>«»d,8M;  mInoTltr  raport  pmtaitad,  MR;  noolntlin 
nUUre  to  m  iinandaianl  of  tbs  eonitltnllon  oAnd 
■od  loit,  MM;  bLU  nlitlTB  to  repaaUng  tba  tStb  MctJoB, 
Jte,  nfactad,  KM;  motlao  to  print  axtn  ooplu  of  VU 
raportoDnpe*lliicthsMHfaHotion,*a,BlT;  no  mate 
Rend  out  Iba  raporti  iftac  Qia  qOMUon  wu  atttlad,  UI; 
lb«  nport  eontiln*  ■  lUr  eipoattlao  of  (ka  (HKonstin- 
UouUtfof  tliai«Uoii,81T;  tli*  proporitloB  torapaal 
aqidTalnnt  toidbMloUoDof  tha Union, SIT ;  anflao- 
Hon  on  tba  eommittaa,  SIT ;  tti  aoutltatlaBalltj  often 
mootadfSlfl. 


oidar.SM:  lariair  of 

8M :  tlia  nnjorltf  of  U>  aominlttaa  eoBtind  tlint  thli 

■action  aoiftn  on  tha  BoptaoM  Ocrort  poirsn  Dot  aatbtr- 


•Mttositf  tk*aot,SU;  twalfth  MCtloo,  ttG ;  twtnt;- 
fltlk  laotlon,  SM;  tk*  powar  It  bobAh  to  ra-anndns 
udnpTana  tba  dealdooi  of  tlM  State  Oomt^nt;  Oatt 
tba  oonmtntkm  glra  tbli  poirai t  BM;  Itli  not  apcd- 
fladln  tbo  ooBrtlEntlon,  S>T;  tn  tho  dabMat  of  tba  BCata 
oonvanUou  to  latt^  tba  coniUtDtlon  tbara  la  no  rafer- 
anea  (o  tblj  povar,  SIT;  amandmanta  propoaad  bj  tbe 
ooartntlon  <tf  Naw  ToA,  SIT ;  dUmpeel  ahoira  to  the 
Jndgmanti  ot  BtMa  aoatt^  SIS;  otbar  eUoM*  of  tbo 
OHMtltsdon  immltt^.  ttS ;  oplotou  of  Ur,  m.i»t..ii 
SIS;  ■  bnnuh  of  JnrMlctlon  cMmad  whlsh  baa  beeo 
danlad  b^  tbe  aothoiltlaa  af  eaorgU,  SM ;  nnuAi  of 
tbaraport,S»;riiRhaTut[BBorNavTBik,SaB;  powsr 
of  tba  Oonrt  OTar  oontrOTanlaa  betwaan  BUtai  and 
fccalgn  Btataa,  SM ;  In  eompatiMn  with  tha  Jndlotarr 
aOlha  othar  dBpartouDti  of  tba  Gorammant  u«  iroak 
iuldpovar]eaa,S80;  tba  Jndgca  of  tbla  Omrt,  SW ;  ilgbt 
•ndpiopertbitbotbrapoRibapnbUabadiSSl.  Bnln- 
im  Tola.  1,  B,  1^  ta 


Kun,  Xlui  E^  Sanator  from  BHnota,  S(t ;  on  tba  re 
tlon  of  dnUai,  «&    Aa  AllM.  tdIi.  S,  ».  10. 

EiTAmsB,  Edtus,  BapratantaUTa  tiwtt  Hilne,  SS8. 

Edtduj,  Joaan  6^  SaprasantetlTe 
DBS.    Ai  Aulaii,  Tot.  IB. 

Kin(or,WiuuM,BapraaantatlTabQnlOUo,eB».    Bttln- 

OM.  TOl.  10, 

Xmtatt  Ociaiat.—Bt*  Iiidta,  toL  S. 

Khhto«,  Loan,  eTldaaea  on  Iha  tuM  of  Mlt,  in. 

Ksan,  Joan  L,  BapraaantitlTa  from  ICarrhnd,  dM ;  m  tlia 


Honaton,  BBO. 
Kit,  Mr.,  opanlnc  ■paant  !■  dolnw  of  Hmitiia.1 
KiKO,  AsiK,  BapraaastillTe  tma  PaamaTtranl^  Ba, 
Knra.  WiuuK  B.,  Sanator  Ilva  Alabama,  *C ;  ■■  te 
dBBtlonitfdntt«,4n;  oni^srlasDiadtabAalta] 
4M.    fiuAi(l«i^T<ill.4,e,f,T,  S,S;1«L 

~  ~  •  naea  or  alt,  in. 


nriKwfa  <a-aM  A 


Lijun,  Besst  0,,  SapreaeataflTB  Avb  Oiirail^  V 

LoudCkiia*,  Ca^rmMint <tf  gar*rfia.-^aM  Jad«»,wim 

ta,fN>mtkaaaiiata,M«Mand,nO;  tete^Ai^ 
SN ;  dafcela  of  tba  lav  of  kat  analaa,  SM :  ttk  H  k- 


rrrnrfi  ITrrtnm  Tii  rnrfninli  1.  n  <.  I  T.  nJIBii  TmI. 
Lunm(i,aBaiTy^BapKaentatlTeflwnSavTai^K 
I.Ainan,  Cot.  Jom.— In  tbaBatBti^  akfUfivSianW 

aanabIared,<R;  tba  uw  ot  LMUnana,  4U,  «9^  <l;  It 

oidared  lo  (be  tbird  naiOm,  iM. 
Li.irLa(,  Lisa  £iiwA»,  oTManae  aa  tk*  lAl  *t  A# 

Paak.l8t 
LaA,  Piion,  on  tba  Bnlftlo  and  Kev  OriMM  iMi,  K;  ■ 

the  Btlt  dutr,  Bt.    Sm  Iftdm.  rid.  IOl 
Ltad  lR»Mi^Mimi>iiri.—att  ludim,  nd. » 
L»aajUmM,Sturttdaalti^.—S—Iitd^,'nM.-Ut. 
laKtrrt,  Bdhtkut  H.,  KapraanilatlTa  frnm  OUn,  3M 
LnooKm,  Joaipn,  SepiaaaatatlTefrom  KaBtK^,S»:B 


LuT,Ju 


itatlTB&«BNawTa[k,SML    Smk 

d«i,TaLia 

LncHnn,  Bobbt  P.,  on  the  H^arlOa  n^  UH,  <t,  ■: 
BapnaeBtillTa  frnm  Saatnebr,  CBS;  tm  tba  mti«ai 
of  BrlllahnUecti,Ml.    £m  iiida^  nb.  T,  f  M 

Liva,  DiiOK  H^  on  lamoral  af  tba  T-Jt-n  Hi  B^b- 
HBtatln  from  Alabanu,  SSB;  on  dlacootiat  tt  tm 
Bontb,nL 

UbviaAgtiUDi.—att  Imdtm,  Tok.  B,  0. 

IMrary  <^  Oirnffrttt^-Sf  ti^am,  toL  i. 

Library  ^  Mr.  J^Hrm^St  btdtm,  nL  & 

Z40*i  K>M«  X>ii«a*^^8M  Aufao^  m.  & 
LUMaUefiL,  abOutm  iff.— a—  Jmdta.  Tok.  %  A 
Lmnnu,  JMKt  £,  wltDaH  on  tba  trial  of  imOft  Patt.  K 
UaaOotnoBfatieiu;— UtkaHoBa^arwolirtta  ■*■• 

to   eonaldorad,  BTO;  a 

e«ratai7  of  Ika  SkTj,  STS;  aaOkorftr  ■ 


tbould  be  oontlnaad,  STT ;  auendtkaBt,  n 
adapIad,STT;flo<a,>rT.    &a  Atd^  nk  t,  ft 

ZjTOranoK,  EmTAin,  on  tba  FoaC-oOaa  liiiMil|iilii>  V 
ontlM  pnalibDtaut  ot  da^Usc  IM;  an  Ite  TMU 
«mmiHlon,Sl>i  on  tbe  national  nadta(ai^M;a 
tbadalmoflfaiu«B,Ml:sBaaP»MlCgd^tlt  A 
Adas,  TOU.  I,  S,  t,  a,  1^  1ft 

Jam  AUL—Aa  AdiB,  ToL  & 


t^ 


I  M  Wa»Uttgtim.—StIliatm,taL  ICL 
Ztiiifitiiaii, fwMa«« <!^— a* fliJM,Ti)l«.^ a.    Se.7y«atf, 
Am  ^ndi^  ToL  a.     A).  Ttrrilorv^-^tt  Itidtm,  Tab.  I, 

£0W<»«aii«lJW«aiidanuiJl— SIIIp4Md,l(IS;»tiined 


choHB  SMretuj  of  Beuta,  Wt, 
J.  B.  a,  wltSHi  on  tbo  una  of  JndgB  Peck,  IML 

In  from  KtBtnoky,  W&. 


XflOK,  Kt.,  iU(«iHnt  n^eetliic  alt,  118. 


JTotl  n^ftt.S»*  In-im,  ToL  T. 
JToAh,  AOmttiim  c^—Sit  InOtm,  toL  S. 
JTiKmh  Bnn  CMm  <tf.~Su  Ind4m,  toU  8,  lOi 
Jfi|^  SMcral,  (JflM  ^.—8n  IndKH,  tdL  10. 

Muj.4>T,  Bounr  C„  on  topugrqiUcal  garraTi,  B ;  a 

InthaeoUsotlonaf  diiClw,M,-  on  th>  daty  do  gill,  SU. 

A*  AdAt,  tdIl  T,  8,  >.  m 
HAaaDx,  'WiLui  P.,  BcnMor  from  ITDrth  CuoUu,  StT;  on 

til*  ndnctlDii  of  dntl«,  KT. 
l^unr,  Jou  K,  Bepruentetln  from  PaaurlTuiEm,  US. 
ICiaoT,  ytiLUui  iL,  S«B«tor  from  ITew  York,  UT ;  on  Ilia 

ndncUoa  of  daUu,  UT;  on  nduriarof  tlis  Dnltod 

Btat«Buk,48K 
KisDa,  SAanxL  W.,  Bspr«Mnt)itl*«  from  Al.>jm^  B8fc 
XAuaiTT,  D'Arriniyn,  Oatt  iif.~8tt  JtuUa,  toL  >. 
Martm*  Bm(ct.~aa  ImHu,  toI  10. 
MwiltilT,  TsoKA*  A,  BcprcMntttlTt  from  Kentnekr,  ESS. 
MAnm,  VniUH  D.,  on  topognqihlca]  mraT*,  Et;  nlitlTa 

ta2iidg*PMk,W;oaUia  JadldiTjblD,M)l.    JUfit- 

<I<^ToLlD. 
MatyliHtd  Mmietlai  M  At  ACute  4^  iToUiHuiI  AJMt*.— 

Hum,  J<im>  T„  SsprcMntaHn  from  TlrflnU,  (I88L 

Mamaetm-Ut  Mtmorlat  0<maWari^mi.-8tt  SidtK, 
toLIl 

MamaiAmKUt  KIMa  ClnlfM.-Bm  pHwid,  1II&  A*  ii^ 
Ao,  Toh.  8,  t,  Ul 

Kaxviu,  Ltwn,  BeprcwntitlTa  bam  VIiiliili,  SS&  Ai 
Imdm,  TOlt. »,  10. 

J(iijF>v<II<  Asad— la  the  Hous,  ■  bill  uitboTtilnK  ■  anb- 
lertpthm  to  tbt  (tuck  ot,  couldtrtd,  <l] ;  Iketi  wunacUd 
wltk  ait  qiplloBUon  to  Congrcan,  (1 ;  dcdgB  of  tha 
nad  wbtch  la  to  ba  Imprond,  M ;  morid  to  aCrlka  oat 
tha  tutting  dtiut,  H ;  »hit  are  tha  arldanwa  of  Iti 
BitliHulitr  T  M;  tha  antTtT  of  thg  imtd,  <B;  aaia  wltli 
width  nibacilptlDni  may  ba  got  to  uj  ntw  Mhnna, 
M;  itnbKripUoa  10 stock itudgODpraolBeljthaaana 
fcoUnj  u  ■  dtrael  ippmprUtlaB  of  monaj  ttn  a  road  or 
iaail,ra;  nnUomUltr  ot  Iba  wocfc,  a ;  Iti  objaet  fbllf 
>Towtd,aj  tha  LonlntlU  Caul,*!;  ftlasktdwhy 
Eutnekj  doaa  not  maka  tha  road,  U ;  mutratlon,  M. 

Nln*  n  tan  UU>  of  thawn*  ctauwCar  on  om  oalen- 
dir,H;  ntantof  thliTaad,aej  othar  billa  whlsb  *111 
ftillmi  )f  Uili  Ib  anthocliad,  05 ;  Importanca  of  thli  nb- 
}Mt  IVH  br  lb*  Sttta  of  Kintnokj.  «fi ;  lint  apNlntlon 
iha  hH  erer  made  to  Oongreu  for  ^d,  flfi , 


ilia  aidoaln 


aniagat 


KiBtukf,  M;  It  U  tha  great  nattonal  mallroi 

tha  Bvt  to  Etntnekr,  and  all  Qx  fitatH  vaat  and  BOMb- 

watt,  K;  Importanca  ct  tha  mall  catablEahmint.  M 

That  will  ba  tha  ranll  of  thli  lirlnh  mode  of  apend- 
Isg  iDEinay,  and  what  Ita  oaua  V  CT ;  all  nah  appn^ria- 
tl«a  an  Dii}Dit  and  noeoutltutloul,  and  pzagsaDt  with 
dliutzoni  coDH^oancaa,  fT ;  argnmant  In  fhToi  of  tba 
n^  itltrfy  fknadDna,  <T ;  bm  pHaod,  «T. 


IfoCAXiT,  JcufATMUT,  BapnacntillTa  from  Indiana,  SW. 
«0Cti»HiniB,a.  T.a,  oanuaoDloatlon  on  Ho  aalttnde,  lU. 
IfoCoT,  SoBiR,  BtpnaaatatlTa  from  Panujlnala,  ttH. 

UbCoT,  ViLLua,  Bspnaenlatin  from  Vligiala,  sn;  oa 
•all  apttnga  In  Illlnoli,  811 ;  on  Bonth  Canllna  -win.. 
MS;  on  rasUTal  ol  Waihlngton'a  ramilM,  En ;  on  South 
CiToUna  dalmi,  WL    A*  Jnda^  Tola  d,  E,  S,  T,  B,  (^  1(L 

MoOLMxaT,  Villus,  on  BerolnUonai;  aoldlan,  SU.  Stt 
Adn^ToLlft 

XoDbwwo,  Oaonsi,  on  lopognphltil  iiut>ti,  *;  on  tha 
eoltaraof  atlkiTl;  opoui  Itii  tha  proaatnUon  cT  tba  trtal 
of  Jn.lgeFaek,lM;  on  Inland  porta  of  aotry.SaS;  on 
thoTnikiali  mIialoB,SW;  EapraiutMlTa  fnnn  Sonlh 
OaFMIna,(US;  on  Soalh CanUui elalma,  M« ;  on  mini- 
mnm  dsUaa,  UIi  oa  tbaramoralof  VariilagtoD'a  ra- 
Ii>alna,En;  as  tha  Sonth  Candlna  alalma,EW;  on  a 
mln<al<r(oCalim>Ua,801:  on  tha  oondnctof  thaSank, 
«»i  onthatednetlonordBtlet,tK;oBaabMiilblngfor 
tha  Badatar  of  DabaKa,  ns ;  on  racharteilng  Iha  Bank, 
TM.    Aa  AkIiib,  Tola.  T.  6,  >,  Id, 

HcIimu,BiiTin,BapraieBtatlTefromUllna,na.    i^A- 
rf«CTirfa»^ia 
Car,  Jung  J^  BapnaoutatlTa  fMm  Nurtb  OanUna,  GH. 

UoKninroii,  T.  M.,  BapreaantMlTa  from  PannaTlTanla,  CBt ; 
1  OarolLna  olaima,  Ml 

HoLu^  IXna,  aiUnuU  of  appropriaUana,  ML 

Uusnl  Clata  tmdtr  Oa  Florida  Traat^.—at*  I)idm, 
*(da.(,lllL 

MtdUmraniOK  Teadt.—8M  Indtm,  toL  1. 

Mmarial  if  BHHA  aui^*Bl*  o*  CWoiKMIIM.-In  tha 
Honaa,  %  memorial  aaUng  tfbr  an  appnpriatlos,  dEC, 
MD;  nfairad to laelect committee, HO iraeouMantlM 
mored,  S»;  tha  anljaot  ona  of  tha  gieataat  d^eaej, 
Ml;  napaetfnl  and  not  Imperttnenl;  MI;  mamorlak 
ITaf  oandr  reoelTod  fMm  roreigien,  Ml ;  la  It  pnpar  to 
tubodaoa  ud  agitate  th!>  anl^ai^  ban  f  Ml ;  ftom  That 
qaaituhaalhlieDDar  MS;  the  nljaet not  baftm  tha 
Boiaa  for  Iti  aatlon,  Ml;  what  do««  the  paper  eontaln  f 
MS;  lla  ganani  chanctor  haa  bean  alatad,  OU;  whj 
than  ihonld  It  be  read  I  MS ;  why  afli  mj  ri^eeta- 
Untr  to  an  Inaoteot  InterfBnnaa  bf  foivlgnan  Id  ou 
alUrar  Ml;  tha  mmnoilal,  MS. 

Mimbmiif  Cimgr—t,Appointm«iita^.-'atIiidm,fa.t. 
tons,  Cautu*  f .,  on  topogrqihica]  aarreya,  B;  Bapco- 
laolatlTa  from  Tltglnla,  US ;  oB  remoral  of  Waahlng- 
toD<i  remain^  ISl,  IW8 ;  on  tha  SoDth  Can^na  eUme, 
BM;  on  the  BMrnoital  of  Biltlah  antijaeti^  ML  8t4lit- 
dK^  Tola  a,  *,  1<L 

VnaDtm,  openi  tha  deftoee  of  Jndg*  Pack,  IM 

[11,  wItBtw  OB  the  trial  of  Jndga  Pe^  Igl. 

JfaMaffa,— BrlatlTO  to  certain  bllli,  IDS ;  at  leoand  aMelOB 
of  Twin^-flrat  CoBtnm,  lOt. 

In  tha  Houa,  motion  to  nfar  tha  portion  relating  to 
thebaakitoaaeleeteommlttea,STO;  Impertaaoe  of  the 
qneatlon,  elO ;  report  of  ths  Commlttaa  ot  Taja  and 
1I(«B1  at  the  lait  aaiilan,  STO ;  their  report  esatlnned  at 
tha  laat  aenlon,  STl ;  tnitbar  debate,  STl ;  notion  loot, 
STS;  on  tha  BrltliheoIonU  trade,  M;  ralatlTe  to  mm- 
mmlcatlon  of  Charlei  B.  Und,  8SS;  at  fint  leadan  ot 
Twentr-HOiDdCoBgraai^MT;  on  the  mamoiial  af  th* 

Mtttagtc/Jfimbtri^Tn  tha  Hoa«^  a  naolntlon  rtUdT* 
tc^  oonalderad,  ISS ;  objeot  to  adopt  aoma  BBlAmn  mod* 
Sel;  motion  to  l^tharaaalntlon  on  tha 

■t,  Kl;  rraalDtlon  adopted,  te;  1 
and  loat,  KM;   rnoli 


t^Ml*Xa,W». 


>y  Google 
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jnUfcUT  ^<sa<l««V  ood  ^ooffaniM.— Sm /kIm^  f  oh.  %  S,  T. 
MUUarv  Roadt.-Stt  Iti4m,  tdL  T. 
JOUNu  OovrU-lfarUaL—Sit  ImUa,  toIl  1, 10. 
HiLUB.  6.  D.,  BtuUi  ftvin  B<nUi  CmoUiu,  MT  -,  dd  WhIi- 
iBCton't  blrthd>7,  SST ;  db  tba  mlailoB  (o  B^om,  MS ; 

OB  wuiiiDgUB'i  ottat,  as. 

UiLUOUi,  Jaait  J.,  BcprawatnUx  fKm  Delimn,  68& 

UIUWT,  Smenl,  unmiiiuloiUsB  oa  ult,  IN. 

JRM:-^Su  Iitdta,  Toll.  1, 1, 10; 

JHraiHla-t  A^HiUMoii.— A*  Ails^  Tol.  4. 

Mifittippi  JUvtr,  tf*  SavigatLom  t^.—Stt  tnOta,  loL  1. 

m-l-^pt  Salt.— at  Indra,  toL  El    Ah  nrrilory.— J^ 

Ada,  TaL  «,  tWrUortM 
Mmimri.—SH  Indiai,  t«1&  4,  Ok  •,  T. 
JOmtuH,  Laiui  Oaimt  <a.-5m  /nd«^  toL  10. 
JHwniri  Zand  ffronli  /ir  Jtoodi  and  Catutit,  Msildend, 

4n 

MiNBSLL,  OiOH>  On  S«^SMoUUn  from  MvyludiDM. 

d«!uaoi;<Me,TM. 
MnoBiu,  Tbohai  B,  ea  mlnlmuii]  dnUai.  SSSj  oB  Um 

Sontli  Cu«Uu  atami^  St),    ^te  Indtm,  nli.  B,  >,  10. 
JToliMM  owl  £mb,  Ull  nliUn  to,  M;  pusod,  IffT. 
Honu,  Boani;  on  Ui«  BnSiIa  ud  Svt  OiIhuu  nad,  11 


ia,3kMa,Claim^.—lii  ' 


itc,  tha  bUl  hn  Ihi 
ifl  oommlttoA,  Ml 


T,  SN;  n 


[fltlila 


1  bill  ordsnd  to  kthjrd  mdlDg,  H4; 
bj  tbo  dllMU  1^  Nan  Tnk,  to  pneura 
>blll,TliidJgU«d,KMi  tba  mamoila]  oT 

thli  11 1  dtbt,  tH ;  I*  It  >  dabt «  not  r  IH ;  sot  Hitlior- 
lud  (o  porchue  1  hoDH  In  Fuii,tKi  Itli  iild  Itiru 
iBteiidgd  bt  tba  UH  oT  tlta  Oovanimeiit,  IWt;  do  mui- 
naror  btusfltderlnd  lotht  UntlcdStiits,  2IHIi  upon 
vhiC prtndpla  li  Uia  elilm  to  ba*u>talD»dt  NO;  tha 
laS>leampaBgUlonni«da(Ktb>a«Tloe,!»ei  liiiuihi 
B  ukad  on  thla  oooulw  to  cDutitata 
nod  p<4lo]rr  mtl;  upon  wtutgioimd 
1*  InUr^to  bs  allowed  If  jm  pa^thlt  iililmr  Wl\ 
m„mMt„g  sUuM  atraok  out  of  tlia  bill  <*  CDinialttsa, 
MS;  Iwtlo  thsHoaH,SOC;  uaendments  offared  to  tha 
Ull,S06j  taTaf«rlotha)iral>aruaiiuiClagoffi<wn,S08; 
tha  claim  prauntcd  Id  1320,  803  i  pravlou  ^plioatloa 
to  tha  jm^t  deputmaat  tar  lit  allowanoa,  BOO ;  raport 
ofthsoonUDlttaaotlutuHlon.aoO;  llliHldtbapetqila 
dialie  tha  aUovanca  of  tbia  claim,  010 ;  [arthai  temarkt, 
■10;  imandBiont  mOTad,  811 ;  lurthar  dabata.  Oil ;  oar- 
ilad,011;bmpaiaad,OI4,  Ac<mtiUtnf,—tIndaa,ya.9. 

Mbnro*  ZioelriiM,— £»  Iitdtx,  Tola.  B,  0. 

UWU,  OuiuL,  Banatoi  ftom  Alabama,  MI ;  OB  the  niaa- 
am  of  dutlaa,  US;  on  taiatloa  of  bank  itock  by  tho 
&talaa,t;3. 

lIOMan,  ViLLua,  IA»  Out  <if.—St*  Indas,  toL  ID. 

JMUr  ^  Owtmodora  Ptrry.—Stt  Indue,  loL  I. 

MeuMtd  IttfiuHiT/.— la  tha  Honio,  a  bill  relitJTa  to  wa- 
■ld(r«d,)ll;  ot^aeUon  to  thellmitot  the  nombat  of 
tnoft,  ni ;  amandment  mored.  Til ;  MRf ad,  TU.  &i 
Iitdm,  Tola.  4.  ID. 

Htnomias,  HniBT  A.,  on  tha  Boflalo  and  Mair  Orlaana 
mad,  40 ;  BapnaeulatlTa  ftxHs  FamuylTanlh  U8. 

litmoao,  Oniea  V.,  lattai  on  lemaTtl  of  WaihlaiftoD'i 


.yatornUaoMwi  Xam— &(  Jndim,  Tola.  1, 1, 4,  lOL 

Hausan,  Ahold,  Senatnr  fMm  Dehiwar*.  M7. 

JTowU  A«iiUaAm*>ii.—£H  J^ular^  Tola.  1,  E,  S,  4,(1,  «,T, «,  10. 


JITawiJ  ApMta-A*  Ad^  ToL  T. 

JTonil  /•aiuloit  .nnvL-^e*  /tidtB,  toL  T.  « 

jni«a;&3koaJL-,SH  /HdB,Tal.a,aDdAdci^TaLl.Ja 


Sort  Prntlan  .FiauL—In  tha  Bonae,  a  bin  to  iiliaf  [fc 

peuleEi  Ult,  DiHuldand,  9)7. 
jnicy  Jard<^  reaolntloii  of  Inqnliy  relstlTa  <«,  m. 
S»gT«tt,  Ftm,  4>t  M*  />MrM  ^  CWwaM*.— £■  i^ 

ToLt. 
Xtgmt,  Kidimpplag  t^.—St  AiIaK,  toL  1. 
Jftitrai  £tlaUem.~^t4  atdtu,  tbU.  8, 4, 9.  It  T. 


ytu  Mateo  and  Mitmvi,  Itiland  Jivdt 

Itulmi,T0\.&. 
Iftia  Orttant,  D^fsnet  i^.—Sta  Iwdt^  t6L  i. 
HawTDR.  Thohu,  SopnaaBtallTa  from  Ylrslala,  SB.    ia 

/iuf*»,  TSk  »,  ^  4, 6,  0.  T,  8, »,  10. 
jnagara  Bi^nn.—Stt  Indtm,  Tola.  5,  ft. 
Nolu,  Jiiua,  decWM  of;  tST,  IBS. 

Sm-BrporUMon  in  Forttgrt  BtOomt. — ,St«  f-fi-,Tri  1 
SoK.I,AportatUM.—St*  /odioi,  toI<.  S,  4. 
JToii'/ntiresiiru.— 5u  iidfrcDtma. 
AorttM«(«rB  Annufdnr.— I5W  Ittdta,  Tsla.  H,  Ifi. 
JToHAiHif  C«ut,  AfAiraMoN  o/.—Stt  Jm^t^-nk.H. 
Kdoiolia,  W.  T.,  SepreautatlTa  from  South  Cbidiaa.H^ 

OB  South  Caiullna  alalmi,  641.    ,Sm  £utH^  n^  ^  U. 


OaOu-Stt  Acfmi,  Tol  1 

Orxupyiitg  ClaimaBl  XiMd).— Am  /it^a^  t«(,  & 

Qfiotrt,  Btfnoval  t^f. — So*  Judaso,  ToL  ]_ 
Q^leart  a/  Ua  Ctutpnu.—iStt  Irtdtx,  toL  I 
fj^lcu,  FiuralU^  of.— Set  Indta.  tdL  8. 
OMa  Comet.  LarutGra»IUr.-~SiIitdtii,-nL  10. 
Ohio  Ritur,  Impnttmatt  if  Ott  Saxtgatiau  «^-Iato 
HooM,  Dotlss  to  appnpilala  tlIH,«M  ta,  Aa,  01; 


ITOondi  npon  w 


of  tha  Ohio  aod  Peiuia;lTaBlacaaala,n4;  a  §■}«■■  <f 
gnat  Imporianoa  to  the  Wealam  cMiiitrf,  8U;  ^ 
Ohio  li  the  jDoel  Impoitaat  chanBat  of  IqicicaaiB » 
the  VuMn  HUtea,  BSS ;  uwtlaii  eanliid,  SB. 

QUo  Siait  GonrtmtaLStt  I»dti^  roL  1. 

Onfimuoa  q^lTST.— ^IH  Indus,  Tata.  S,  4,  and  Adi^i^t 
JRaKivi 

OrUoK*  nrrUoKai;— Aa  Adao,  toL  4t  ' 


'*  itfthoSfeiaam.'^ 


PalHUmgt  i^lkt  pHaelpal  m 
IndtB.  Tola.  G,  >,  la 

I'onaviaJa»tiltrt,iitMrtietloiuto.—S*elBdtm,\Alk 

-       nuiJrfal«L-J^/iKtas,Tola.B,Ol 

FaiKis,  BunrUi,  oildaiuja  on  the  affect  of  th«  aalt  liwi,lB 

Piunu,  Bia  Himi,  eiliact  from  the  spocch  a(  lO. 

Patent  Qffiot.—Se*  Indm,  toL  10. 

Pattnl  to  Allana.— In  the  Hooaa,  a  UU  ftx.  Mi. 

la,  Jon  IL,  BapraxntaUTe  ttDB  TIrgta4  S9:a 
a  coodan  of  the  bank,  014 ;  ob  tho  loemoilal  af  At. 
Ii  anhjecta,  MS  \  on  airaatlng  Honaton,  Ml. 

Paj/mmt  qf  Inlerttl  to  8lalf.~St  Twtdma,  tti.  i. 

Pag  ef  Jfantara— Id  the  Hoiua,  aiaaoJntJDa  n^Uoill: 
object  of  lbaiiioTarBeemttDbeaiiappBcatteB<ifato> 
feltare  oftbe  paj  of  mambaia  An  the  parpoeo  of  csrtdlif 
(he  iculoD.  S 1  th«  alltet  woald  bo  to  Ioto  the  tmieia 
of  legUlatlon  la  lea  eompetaoC  haoda,  1  \  aiaiv  ^^ 
of  laitfiieaaail(uu,8i  notthaarlih  of  tha  people  dfl 
their  rapraaeatatlTM  ahoatd  ifl^*i*>f  ifjtteat  [af^£ 


mip«llfldto  p>  home  Boon  upa^wund 
Hn  Um  pnwnt  ind  ft>na«  hi 
8;  huta  with  which  bUli  an  hmrled  Ihnogh  o 
laM  taa  dky>,  il ;  piopw  modi  to  (barton  tnilaiu 
take  from  tbo  Int  put  of  It,  1;  the  dedrs  toflnd&ntt 
wltb  thli  COBgnui,  4 ;  rHolatlon  puiad,  4. 

A  iMalBUan  rUIto  to,  eouldemd,  SS<,  tS> ;  Ihi 
proposed  la  1>«  udopUd,  937;  tharnla.iST;  uiwadii 
IdUod  aened  to,  SST;  fOrthei 


ta.fl,<.]0 


I,  Dim*  J.,  OS  th«  eipantM  of  utj  JViU,  m ; 


N;  on  the  eonitiitloa  with  Fnaoa, 
TOV-ni.  St  TiidtB,T6L  10. 
■OK,  /irDax.~Ia  the  Hodm,  uemariil  el  pneeated,  M ; 
ooiit«its,H;  motion  to  nbr  to  the  Comioinu  of  the 
Wliol*,  M ;  ths  Jodgs  ilinplr  uki  to  bo  heud  befbr* 
ha  li  Impeaohod,  H ;  no  BnUbnultj  of  pnoedeirf|. 
M;  HoDioihonldpnMeodwlth  caDlloD,U;  vhyiiaald 

Tixmy  la  Ulaoui  or  elfOThoro  r  B4 ;  eiptanatlDJis  In  ro- 
latles  to  mattencoatiUaed  Id  the  memorial.  S3;  «Maf 
Haatln^  la  vhlch  ho  via  heaid  aod  teatlmoDj  pto- 
dneed,  l^lan  Iho  Houa  ToUd  lo  Impeach  him,  K;  the 
Tcport  of  the 


Tba  pnoUH  to  be  poiinad  In  thK  a, 

•e.SS;proeeed- 

dalj  to  p«*™.  M;  the  piaettas  In  « 

•.  of  imp.»>h. 

nHDt,  li  sow  to  be  lettlod,  Ml  the  coo 

nepnmodbr 

bU  of  a  crlmlna]  be 


1  a  oourt  of  lav,  M ;  If  the  Hosw 


SI;  the 


EoDM  vula  th*  Ikali  onlr,  and  on  ois  aide,  1 
Intlon  odiered  to  grant  Jndgo  Peak  pennluloa  to  DukD 
aiplanattou,  IT ;  aniendoHBtt  affgred,  IT ;  we  am  ohIt- 
to  InqnLro,  and  If  vo  aeo  eaaae,  direct  an  Impeachment, 
tt;  Tiain  ^the  Judlelirr  CoramlKee  relatlTo  lo  tha 
Jndge'acondnot,  Ifl;  ol^eetlona  urged  bf  tho  opponenti 
cl  (ho  Impeachiaoat  oonsl<1er«d,  S8 ;  ths  Brltkh  pm»- 
dmti,  M;  tbia  Hmiaa  not  "the  fniid  Inqneat"  of  the 
nalta,  tt;  Ita  p«v«^  W;  Iho  Jadgo  ihonld  bo  per- 
nltted  to  «taH  fcota  aa  tbtj  tppmni  Im  tb«  teaUmony, 
■DdAovbovtholnrqipBadtothoBhM);  anppoMtbo 
iMti  ••«  dlapntol,  80 ;  eMbDMrnbotnuMJodsafinblD- 
•^tOi  tha  propoiltton  la  ain^  and  Mmpio,  m ;  let  tha 
HoHt  baTo  an  vptottatitf  to  boat  the  ileva  of  the 
^Bdn  U;  <^«t  of  the  naolnttoB,  M;  what  ia  tha 
propar  mode  of  proneortlng  far  na  to  td^t  f  Si ;  proeeed- 
li(ltithaiueor  Jnd(eChHe,>l;  vhatdoai  hoatato 
lalhUmnnoifaltSl;  the  bsW  ootme  H  that  whkh  the 
Hooaa  have  hitherto  adopted.  111 ;  eonrao  of  the  HoDae 
€t  BeprmntaM'ree  of  FennsTlTanta,  SI ;  let  a  inltablo 
praeadani  nov  be  eatabUahed  far  ftatnn;  UtrMa,  8SL 

The  leeoaed  ahoBJd  bare  an  c^poTtnnltj  of  aaxlaf  In 
bit  BW1  bohalf  vhUeier  ha  had  to  ttf,  n ;  ibonld  they 
Bov  nflSr  the  accnaed  to  go  bojond  the  teatlmonj  and 
Introdnce  now  (ul«  F  tt ;  ehall  the  aesnaed  hare  now 
■HithR  hesilnf  badda  that  bsftm  the  eommlttoorn; 
It  the  Jodgo  baa  ao  condoeted  aa  to  reqnlie  acomtl- 
tnttonal  lorarpoaltlon,  wa  ought  not  to  ibrtnk  trvm  the 
dity  ImpoMd  on  na,  19 1  Ufflonlt  lo  dFflna  tha  word 
Bdedemaanor  at  need  in  the  eouHtatton,  M ;  definition 
Milled  lothlaeaas,  SI;  wag  the  condact  of  Lavlea 
aochia  to  Jnatliy  the  eonrt  In  treating  It  aa  a  eontamptf 
SI;  Milement  of  the  Jodge,  U ;  II  li  aild  that  hi*  0|iln- 
lOB, (leapt  lo  one  partleDlar,vaaeTtra  Judicial,  H;  via 
than  uj  thbv  improptr  In  pubHahlng  hli  oidnlon  t  H; 


psataaatM;  vaathei 
eit  oommantaij  on  the 
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did  the  Jadge  aanme  an  authorltr  b«  did  not  rightfully 
>f  LawloH  a  contempt  of  the 
D  no  mora  than  a  Ililr  and  bon- 
Inion  published  by  tha  Jndge  t 
KTi  oDTlona  tendaney  or  the  publication,  33 ;  the  deaign 
waa  a  eontaoipl,  8S;  are  we  obllgad  to  luppoao  the 
Judge  had  any  other  motlro  than  to  uphold  (he  honor 
andpurltyofthaeonrtlM;  are  tha  dnmmetaneaa  nch 
aa  to  Infci  anhoneet  or  a  mallcLooa  InCj^nt?  84;  what 
motlTa  flODld  the  Jndge  bare  to  oppri^Bn  thli  man  T  ST  ' 
the  accueed  ooght  to  be  treated  vlth  tha  ntmoat  llbo 
allty,  n ;  application  li  now  made  fbr  tt 
have  permlaato 
Qtherwlao,  aa  ha  ml^t  cfa 

Letlar  Ihim  Judge  Peel 
dared  to  bo  prtntad  with  the  i 

Kdlbet  of  Judg*  Poch'a  oommonleatloD.  M ;  what  to 
the  olbnce  ohaijedl  U;  la  It  oustalned  by  th»  WeU- 
monyF  K;  eplnlos  of  the  Judiciary  Comnilttef,  W; 
detalla  of  the  eaie,  K,  M ;  did  Ur.  Lawlw  aay  or  do 
■ny  thing  ealenlatad  In  the  stighteit  drgrro  to  caoae 
offBncaF  ETT;  itatement  of  tho  wltnuBO,  it;  tha  odd- 
chidlng  ooCDCtftfi;  the  taw  in  regard  to  ooutempla  of 
oourt,  S3,  e> ;  what  la  the  quHtloii  which  Jndgo  Pock 
haa  attempted  to  nlae  In  Ui  defence tM;  rESohitloB 
teporled,  80 ;  adopted,  81. 

Article  of  Impeachment  flonslderud,  Tl ;  managan  ap- 
pointed, Tl ;  tbtir  rapoit,  Tl 

KoTcd  that  the  Eonaa  attend  the  Beaala  dortng  tb« 
trial,  IDS;  r«aaou,18B;  ooutbrmable  to  uaaga,  lOBipreo- 
once  at  the  managan  aufllelent,  100 ;  pncUoa  In  rub 
case*,  IW ;  neolrod  to  attend  thla  day.  loa^ 

TWol  9^— OrganliaUon  of  tho  Benata  at  a  oooil  U 
Impeacbnent,  IM ;  npUcatlou  of  tha  Bona*  to  tho  to- 
Bwar  and  plea  ctf  Jodga  Poek,  IM 


not  In  taict 


i  by  Lavlaae,  118;  eommon  lav  of  En^nd 
ourta  of  tha  United  Btal(a,llC;  tho 
power  to  pnnun  contempta  cannot  legally  or  oonatlttt- 
tioDatly  be  aiardaad  eo  ai  to  dlifruchlsa  a  dUian,  IK ; 
vaa  there  any  thing  In  ihit  faaa  to  JnitUy  the  oterelaa 
of  anch  an  aitnordinary  power  aa  that  anunied  by  tha 
Judge  to  eommlt  and  aniprnd  Lawleaa,  liB  ;  tho  DIttrlct 
Conrt  of  Mlisonrl  had  no  power  to  pnnlih  a  etilien  tar 
oontempt  fnttbar  than  to  protect  Iha  oourt  In  tho  aetnal 
adIIIIUIXntk>Daf}uatle«,lM;  aitant  to  which  the  doe- 
trlna  of  oontampt  vaa  eartied  In  EnglTib  authora,ltT; 
tha  pBMIeUIOB  at  f  Cltlien  "  alleged  to  be  a  Itbal,  and 
poBtahaUo  aa  a  oontempt,  ItT ;  the  ooodnet  of  tho  Judge 
pneenla  tba  atrongiat  lllnatratlDn  of  Jndlcta]  deapoHim 
•Tor  eiondasd,  ir;  the  Jodire  mnat  hare  boon  d»- 
niigod.UT;  analyda  c^tha  pnUKatloB,  IM ;  doa  the 
publication  contain  a  aidltary  word  or  lylUble  dlae- 
^ectlul  ot  ooDtemptnooa  Is  the  court  or  the  JndgoT  IM ; 
ocold  a  mora  harmlcaa  or  reipoetftil  poblkatlon  have 
been  madar  W;  the  EnglUh  and. tha  Amertcu  law, 
lU;  any  eltlienhai  a  mil  and  clear  right  to  laTUtJgato 
the  pnbUihod  opinion  of  tba  Judge.  IM ;  whalerer  may 
hare  been  the  character  of  the  contempt,  the  Judge 
hat  truBcandad  tho  Kmlt*  of  anthcrt^  In  '""'-"t 
upon  him  tha  partlonlar  ponlahznaDt  Impotad.  IW ;  ha 
haa  Tlolaled  the  Ubatty  of  tha  preB  Is  tha  moat  dan- 
gorona  form,  1» ;  erery  editor  In  tha  United  Statat  wh 
liable  to  be  Imnorad  In  tha  walla  of  a  pilaon  on  tha 
prlndpla  aaaertad  by  Jndgs  Peak,  ISO ;  If  any  public 
(onctionary  ought  to  be  bald  raapoaMbla  to  Iha  preae,  It 
vaa  the  Jodgaa,  who  held  tbeir  office  duiiag  good  ba 
havlot,  180;  If  thtajodga  la  held  guUtleaa,  than  aaa  b« 
no  jDdldal  oatnf  »X  <1«^  JutUod  by  lUi  r**- 
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ItMamj  at  Ui.  Inlns,  in ;  polntj  ufned,  ISl ; 
BuntiTt  ot  the  WttlDMnr,  Ul,  lU,  IM;  enu^xunl- 
ullaB,1U,lM. 

Delkoea  opeaad,  IM;  tha  chuigB,  IN;  omMqunsM 
«f  mUlnliw  tha  chug*  brttia  conrt,1Ui  ttas  tnu- 
■ctlon  whieli  hid  prvdnesd  clu  Impuchmaat,  t» ;  beta 
ud  eTidesog  b;  Hhlsh  tha  rupoDdent  wtU  iiutalD  tba 
podUsu  that  a  ooDlamptwu  eommllted,  ISS;  caie  of 
BouUrd,  13S;otliar  gnandiordafkaoe.IM',  ■•Idanoe, 
ItM,  11(;  dafbaea  ooDtlnDad,  lU;  pneedaata  ftom 
booki,  1>S;  wbr  *u  It  Bid  a  large  iuJori(7  o(  Ihs 
Houag  had  rated  thla  Impeachment  f  ISB;  ll  It  pmpar 
bafina  a  petit  jurj  to  ippul  to  tha  prooeedlsgi  vt  the 
pand  ]air?  1)8;  wai  tha Teipondent  tuba  iDTolTadln 
•U  the  turpltada  or  tha  irlckad]nd£e>  of  EaglaBd  r  in  i 
the  reapandeat  hu  bean  npreaentad  ai  aa  meaij  to  the 
fraedom  of  the  proa,  IWj  *bat  U  tha  libertj  ef  tha 
pna  t  IN ;  the  rj^t  to  qneiUgn  aplDlooi,  140 ;  ll  Mt 
tha  doetrlne  he  laid  dews  on  tha  liberty  of  tha  pnaa 
■onndt  140;  othar  allagatlDiia,  140,  141;  argumenta  la 
(opport  of  tha  Impnanhmaal.  US ;  rota  of  tha  Beuts, 
14^;  aaqalttal,  148. 

KepoTt  of  naaiucan,  na ;  npUoatloB,  STl ;  reaolntloii, 
Kt;  In  what  order  ihoDld  the  Hsnae  attavl  tha  tiU t 
IT4;  eooTM  panmodbrthe  muugan,  aT4. 

fiuotntloa  relatlTe  to  the  attendaDce  of  the  Boa»  on 
tha  trial,  «TT ;  debet*  OB  attandlnf  aa  i  CamnilttM  of 
tha  Whole,  ITT-SBL 

BeaolaUom  on  Kttndlng  tha  tHat,  eouldered,  SH ; 

Hooie  aUeod  the  trial  In  Commlttx  of  tha  Whole.  IM, 

KM,  SOS-aH ;  aaqslltil  reported  to  the  Home,  MOl    Stt 

Aite^ToLIK 

Awil  ftol*  <tr  Ma  Tiiltail  SMm— 5w /fufw^  ToL  S. 

VwrDtxrov,  Eoiiniip  H.,  BeprojenUllFB  from  New  York, 


ftiUttnliarY  i»  On  DUMct  ^  CUmnMi.— .Sh  InOv^ 
Tola.B,«. 

"     "^TOLl 

w  /iirfaB,  ToL  T. 

Am<o»  Loot. — In  the  Honae,  a  raaolntlon  relatlTa  to  tht 
ratUoB  ei,  eoutdertd,  n ;  proTUlmi  ibould  be  made 
fat  nnmaraoa  apifDcAttou  hot  Indnded,  ffl ;  tha  raeoln- 
tl«n  smbodlat  the  raoommeDdatloD  of  tha  Pmaldaot, 
II;  H  loTolTei  two  propoiitlaiu,  on*  nlatfng  to  the 
•oMIen  of  the  B*TDlatlOB  and  the  other  to  tha  InnlLdi 
of  the  laat  wu,  n ;  thue  propmlUabi  oouldered,  U ; 
sorraipondenoa  with  tha  Sesrelar^  of  Wu  «  to  Ifae 
Dnmbcror  Hldlen,!!;  object  to  iboir  what  la  not  it- 
Idned  rather  than  irhit  ta,  S3 ;  abltltf  of  the  Treuarr, 
K;  thepludgeoT  the  Prealdant'i  name  Id  behalf  of  the 
aoldler^n.    «u /miaiii,  toL  10. 

ftruiant,  JCnnlnMonary.— In  the  Honta,  wneDdmeat 
moved  to  tha  Ml],  Wl ;  bill  paiud.  Ml. 

Fni*fm*  lo  Wouiuttd  qffletrt  of  U4  War  e/  1811-,iS«e/»- 

JWOtmt,  Btf^m  q^^Stt  ToL  1  and  Indm,  Tolt  1, «, 

Pirna,  Bnnon,  on  tha  memcnlalar  Judge  Peak,  M,  10; 
OD  attending  the  trUI  of  Jodga  Peck,  lOJ;  ultsan  en 
the  trial  of  Jndge  Peel,  ug.    Set  JnOtit, -ral.  m 
nOadtlpMa  FHgale,  Capton  qf.—St4  Indtm,  toL  ». 
PinuoH,  Job,  KcpreeeDUtlTe  from  New  York.  BtS. 
Pinuni  ("  (Ae  IPmI  India.— Sm  TtidtK,  toIi.  T,  a 
FlTOan.  NlTHU^^  KepresenUUrB  (Tom  Xew  YoA,  BU. 
PiaaiiHToif,  Btdhm,  Nil  ibr  the  nllef  oi;  oonildarod,  4«Il 
Punouu,  PujixLnr  E^  RepruentatlTa  from  Wialadppl, 

■"- pnbllo  feat  day,  IB4. 

Qconai,  on  relief  to  Jefl^non'a  daaghtor, 
lie  pnnlihrnent  of  duelllDS,  IK;  on  the  na- 
I  In  Ohio,  Ml :  Beulor  from  lUailaslppI,  S4I; 
notion  irf  dntiM,  4M. 


on  ishaolblng  Air  the  Bsglitar  oTDehnti^m,* 
Sk  Indni,  Tola.  8,  >,  10. 
ftHldLartmi*  Oanat  and  ZovMaiaa  OMtgt.'-tmB^ 

TOLIO. 

/U«- «r  ffOT^^owia,  teood  ^.— In  thB  HsaacnMUB 
to  gin  thirty  cnrdi  of  wood  oSei«d,M«:  ahal)* 
oedent  to  tpprupriato  tha  pnblie  foada  tOM^af^ 
poaa,  S04;  ooneeqneneea  of  tho  ^otttlnmad  faa^tf 
anch  reaolaUoiia,  KX ;  not  eompotait  for  the  1 
Toia  aaeh  donation^  MPT ;  thla  HooBi 
the  DEitilet,  lOT. 

PtrUiif  amy,  TnlaitA—lii  the  Hoo^mUD  ii|iir»H 
prorlda  ftr,  SK;  4  norel  prlBdiil*,  InTVlilaf  cnMa 


PoTlug'^  Onamtrtt  W4H.— dM  Zitdcii,  toL  T. 

PMlOfft  ¥"  Jltatpaptn-^Sta  T%dtia,  «rt.  a. 

Pothtualtr-Omtral,  Salanr  If.—Bm  Intim,  Tab,  ^ft 

Pott  qgh*  aMtracU.—Ja  tha  Hoom,  b  naalmlw  rf  > 
qnlrj'  otfarad.  881 ;  debate^  88S. 

Fait  Hfflet  II^Mlmtpl  litMiUffattt,m.—Ia  tba  tamt 
temlnUOD  daolarlng  that  tha  Saleet  OomnAlaarf  Ik 
THtlfatloB  were  not  aatbortaod  toon  beanthaa)*' 
aoBi  dlamiiaed  ftom  ofllee  to  BaeeriBfn  tht^tmB^^ 
rvmoral,  ISO;  tha  teetlmoDj  on  no  pojnt  hM  hmjit^ 
before  the  Comtalttee,  ISO;  Uw  lata  Pataattffi* 
ti^  180;  the  examlBation  ahoold  hsTv  bee^r^ttiaEB 
tha  Blaadlnj  Committee,  IM;  ITia  ii^iiiirm  Bbm 
the  Poatmaater  Oenenl  prare*  too  rnneh,  im ;  M^ 
aoshah  otjeetlanbubeui  adrBOeed  to  aeraKi  BiSi^ 
181 ;  a  ^Tt  at  tha  powar  dalBEBtot  to  tba  Cot^ 
mnat  be  reToked,  181 ;  doea  thadepartruatanvala 
theaechatseilin;  ItlBiUeged  that  tUa  qnaWaa 
derided  bf  the  Senate  at  the  last  ninHiio,  IB);  -]» 
•erlptlOB'  lj 
deelaratoryt 

tha  oommltlee  aoC,  19;  tha  Tardlel  at 
aaldto  be  another  eanse  tot  mppi  laalli^  taqiiiT.lH: 
there  la  no  department  of  IhaOoTarsBtutlBvUAai 
pwjple  take  ao  Uraljr  an  [Bteroat  aa  the  Poat  09m  1H; 
tha  charaetor  of  tha  proeeedln^  cBrHeil  41  agriatf  Ifc 
Barry,  1S8;  If  a  tontb  part  of  tba  mslttTBiiedaai 
boo.  It  might  come  betljre  tbe  Beanie  fH' MaL  W;  ^ 
whole  proceeding  ahonld  be  eEpnni;ed.  148;  m  pw 
Uoni  aainmed  aad  new  tndnaaUoaa  nttare^  131;  pe«T 
nerer  belbre  bronght  In  aid  of  an  ^'""Inallra  lM»mf 
of  oorflaal  ooncema,lST;  bow  had  we  get  Inralnife 
tUiwIdeanddegnltorTdebMeriST;  tbeaiattiaffc 
rendntjon,  IST;  the  Ingennllj  In  laltjo;  np  tk  nH 
this  eitraordlnarj  debate,  1ST. 

What  la  the  power  chimed  by  the  Cbainna  •fna 
Comnilttae?  IBS;  arlf^t  In  tha  Senate  to  aSi  »tt 
Prealdent  fOr  his  reaaou  for  anch  rcmcnvla  ftod  d* 
aa  the  Senate  might  deem  lupra|Hr,  I^;  whatpncail 
good  wlU  reanlt  flvm  tho  inqniryf  1$?;  a  eeis^ia 
of  the  BenaU  are  to  be  enplored  In  flndlag  rnahaM 
tor  tha  Impaaehment  at  an  oOcer,  ]S>;  tha  daW 
mnst  bo  oonatttBllDBSllr  made  and  Iec*ll7  P'W*'-  '^'■ 
reulntlaa  amanded,  IW;  adopted,  IM;  repeitaf  ^ 
m!ttee,I84;  printing  ordered,  K4;  memoiWtfJh* 
ham  Biadler,  Mt;  Tclnmlnoni  ehaiaetei  of  thanp^ 
MS;  nnlawfal  allowineea  made,  SB;  exan^alad 
the  books  or  the  depvtmeal,  M8;  tb«  tMit  Wna 
Barrr  and  Dradler,  »8;  who  waa  R^MuriUa!  M 
eraaareaof  namai,  MT;  prinUag  aaapeniM,  M  J 

la  the  Baa«ta,  n  motloa  to  abollab  tba  poaM  « 
Bewqiap«(offar*d,4H- nmatt^Ui;  BaUaalMflt 


F<ott  ii0o».~SuAdM,yoi.  L 

fietomaa  R4nr  SrUft^-Stt  Imdta,  tA  & 

Poma,  BoiaiT,  so  imeDdiiuiit  to  ths  ni]«,  KM ;  offui  > 

TCWilnUaD  en  Uu  Buk,  n.    Sat  Tndta,  vol  10. 
Pona,  D^-no,  Jr,  BtpniuitallTS  frDm  Pduu^lmili,  GS8. 

ToL  11.  TurUA  Mitttim. 

Powsia,  OiMBOK,  u  tla  MiTtrlUs  nwd,  tf.  Stt  Indma, 
TOLIO: 

Jr«  mtpllim  MffUK-lB  the  Hodh,>  Un  to  giut,  As.. 
conaidAn^  Ttt;  toolita  taqii«aUon  thtpoUqj.nSi  de- 
tail^ nt ;  •ul^sat  padpanad,  TU.  A*  JtKdn^  tsIi, 
T,ia 

FannnB,  Bjjnm,  BuUor  from  TtniKn^  US. 

J'rt—mt*  to  MinitUrt.—S»e  iMttm,  toL  1. 

>V«iAI«itfaI  JIaiM«t  <fi  a«  fittiM.— &<  Ads,  T«L  a. 

JV«pi«M  0I1MUM.— ,Sm  /Mte^  Tols.  1,  4,  & 

^r*mat9t^BmaUC!lte4n,eiaaiAtni,4Sll. 
J^lealmm.—Ae  IiUUa,  Tola  4,  &. 


.fsMfo  JMil—St  Jmlaii,  toL  B. 
.PiiMa  J>^<uJI«r«-,SM  AdM^  ToL  T. 
J>HMIei>D«iiiMitJi,AixpFw<oKit/:--SHA<l«^T<>LI  i>a; 

StprimUiie  tf.—St  bUltie,  toL  IOl 
/NiMa  JBBpMtdMu-M— In  Uu  Beuta,  ■  UU  ta  aatboriw 

Haw  Orlauu,  Muldared.  W) ;  prorUIau  at  tUi  Mil 
BMamry,  SU ;  It  la  uld  tha  eipaoaai  of  Mm  QoTan- 
mant  baTa  naarlf  doablMI  Han  1S!1,  SSS ;  la  tUa  ao  r 
SW;  aiilUtakB,3H)i  aq>aiiaea  of  lSxa,.SMi  aitnoidl- 
iiaij  Uama  dedndad,  340 ;  ao  lunvaaa  thown,  Ml ;  do 
tlw  aipeiiaM  go  on  aimuallr  looraaaiiit  I  Wl  i  Iha  ax^ 

„Biarka,Ha. 

J-mWo  Lamd  IHttraiMoa.--Iii  tha  Scuta,  ■  Rfort  In 
ra^Id  to  tha  dlatilbotlon  oT  Uia  prooBods  of  Hit  galea  oi; 
Ml;  iDjodlaeeonCalnsdiii  tbaraport,M4;  piocaadaoD 
tlw  prlaelpla  of  moiar.  Ut ;  tt-t  nnnaa  nut  b*  kapt 
up  If  th*  moiuj  It  thtoirn  Into  the  Putama4^440;  arar; 
tUaf  taiadlnt^  W,M1:  laportaad  bill  laid  on  tba 
tibl^  Ut;  motlea  U  rthr  to  Commltte*  on  Pnblla 
LaiHk,  4»  i  Oabati^  4S«;  bill  nfemd,  ua. 

"WliateTaT  la  bnu  wltli  n^rd  M  an;  oualu^  dliUaii 
of  tha  TarrltDiy  la  troa  (tf  tha  vliola  of  It,  W;  our 
il^ti  and  dotlai  to  tba  Cforth-waat  Tenltoi?,  tM;  ob- 
JaetlDulOiudto  thablII,UMi  dosi  til*  bill  chai^a  tha 


lema  partleolaia,  GOOj  oDwt 
;    report  of  tba  ^rlawiac 
;   Oblo  CompaDT.Sai;  bow  tha  lasda 
aranawhald,aMi  tha  ksdt  mut  nnuU  iMinmoB 
jtanl  DOUl  the  aalea  are  omnplaltd,  KM. 

Tha  cath  argamaal  l>  the  ealf  one  sted,  DOB ;  loaa  la 
lb*  new  Btataa,  soil ;  thla  bin  eiUad  a  iraUm  far  aattUng 
IhehnalDHOf  iDtamaliinprDTeiDeat,SO«i  ItlaaUrllT 
bin,  CM ;  the  bill  idroltlj  dnwo.  NJI ;  pnrpoua  to  wbleh 
Ibaptvoacd*  lurba  ^iproprUtsd  bf  tha  atotea,  EiOT; 
the  Tlilonarr  aehema  of  tba  ColDoliaClan  Bodetjr,  EOI; 
IftoeaM  of  tha  oaloivil  popaUtloB,  SOT;  iwle,  Ml;  ■ 
protdit  igalnat  the  application  of  tha  pabUo  landa  to 
thtiot^eetilUe;  motion  toatrlka  ont  tbavorda  "Ibr 
Uu  dlitrfbotlon,''  Ac..  SOS;  apportdnltr  to  laat  tha 
prliKlpl*ordlatribaaDD,SOI)|  motion lort, EM ;  railou 
amiBdnuiti  olTtnd  ud  lait,  UOl 


BX.  776 

A  bin  t«  approprUla  tba  proeaada  fin  a  IbBlted  ttOM^ 
conalierad,  4n ;  no  qaaaUon  of  aacb  raat  Impoitaiwat 

at;  chillesgeathefiiUMtiUaitlOBOt  Amartouttalaa- 
DHD,  1S9;  wladom  of  tha  pretaDi  ajatam,  4M;  bmda 
In  Kontnakf,  ttS;  naonrcaa  theaa  landa  pnaait  ■plnrt 
prctaore  and  want  In  other  parte  of  the  UBlon,<M; 
TlaloDiij  plus  for  eqnandaring  tha  pobUo  domkla,  4H; 
thapluof  diatrlbntlai],  IBB  1  the  ftmd  la  not  wanted, 
MB;  tha  power  of  Congraia  l«  nuihe  the  dlitrlbntloB, 
4U;  the  tonna  propoead  flir  the  dlatribatlan,  4M;  Ita 
aqnltr  Id  reapaot  ta  the  two  cUh*  of  BtatM,  <M.    St 

FMUv  LancU.—St*  Indem,  toU  1,  ^  S,  6,  T,  KL  Al,  J'ur- 
eJtatirt  ^,—St*  Ituiat,  toL  ID.  Al,  ffnxlaiaMMt  tf 
Oit  Pr{at.—Sit  Indim,  toIl  S,  9. 

Fcimar,  Sm  Viuiui,  aUnet  ftom  the  gpeeoh  ot;  14BL 

iWtart  1»  U«  lfan.—S*t  Indtm,  toL  10. 


EaOraadt,  old  tc—Btt  Itdaa,  toL  It. 
BaUreadJrontaatiinwrtlii  VoaWivfo*.— In  tha  Hn«, 

bin  toHlhorlie,oonaidarsd,ltl4;  ■  (mt  naUoBal  work, 
IM;  Uiree  dUtlBCt  pnipoaltloiu  embracod  In  tb*  KBtad- 
mant  offered.  ISB;  thaaa  «oniidar*d,  t8I^  MB. 

Baitsaii.  and  Wamn,  oaae  ot— Set  htdta,  toL  1. 

KumOLTa,  Jum  F^  BapreaintatlTa  bom  New  Jenff, 
as&    8n  lada,  ToL  10. 

SmuoBk,prtMbM<mi^.—SttIiidta,Tol^ 

Stat  Atola  iud:Staea^  MfiKiMiM  qf.—Btt  ItOtn,  toL  B. 

Baonu,  WnAmM,  vltoeaa  on  tba  trtal  of  Judf*  Peek, 
IX 

Baao,  EmrUD  C,  on  tha  ealt  datr,  H ;  BapreaaatatlTa  tMn 
H**Tark,E8& 

Bud,  Joaa,  BapietaBtattTe  frota  MmMhBaatta.  B8S;  mi 
tha  eoDTentloD  with  Fiuioe,  tUt,  Stt  Inim,  Tola.  B,  T, 
a,>,  Id 

SasoKBi,  Aaa^aAa,  BapreaentaUTe  from  Nnth  H""ii~, 
BBS. 

Stpert  on  pi1iit]ii(  of  oration,  tbowJii(  JefftaMB'a  oplnloat 
on  protaetlon,  debate  on,  181;  on  dntlH  on  t<M,SH; 
on  the  oelabntlon  of  VaablnstMi'i  blrthdaj-,  tU. 

Btpruen  tatitm,  ratio  qfi—Ja  tha  SfeData,  Bmeiidmabt  to 
tha  epponloilDieat  bill  conaldered.  111;  street  to  ip- 
proilmate  more  nearly  to  an  aqnltabl*  rapniantatlan, 
b;  giTliiK  to  raeb  atitc  luring  a  ttacUon  aieeadlai  ■ 
moist;  an  additional  member,  411;  no  blU  arar  pavad 
wblcb  did  net  repraeent  fncUoni,  411 ;  tha  eeTenl  blUi 
wbleh  hara  pauad,  miewad,  411 ;  operaUon  of  Uu  bU 
with  iTgnnl  lo  Now  York  otjaeUsnaMe,  4Ig ;  eAot  (< 
tha  mle  wnntad,  4IB;  thia  bill  rednoa  the  rcpnaao- 
taIlonefaomeorthepoora*t8tal«t,41S;  tha popnlaUoa 
and  tbe  niunberaf  repnaantatlTa*  propoead,  411 ;  t^xn- 
tlanjoftheproTUant  eftheUll,414;  cu  thUbealM 
a  repreeentatlon  ipportlened  among  tbe  »Tanl  fitataa 
eaeordlng  to  population  t  414;  shall  tba  direct  repr^ 
eenlatloD  ot  Dictlona  be  itrlekeo  aatr4]S;  tbla  r«pi«. 

UiareapaetlTe  nambeia  of  uch  BtMe,4U;  each  SUta 
mut  be  reealrad  aa  a  dlattnct  bod;  to  ba  dlaHaoU;  rap- 
rMenled,  41S. 

Oreat  iBjutIca  hat  b«*a  dona  to  the  email  BUtee  In 
wltbholdbig  from  them  their  proper  ehare  of  power, 
41D;  It  la  the  dnt;  of  Congrett  to  epproaeb  uBaarlrea 
poaalble  to  tha  larmt  of  the  eoBtUtatlaa,  41>;  Iti 


.glc 


MlllMa*nMl*dtb*ntk>l>Ulii(lTM,«l«j  bowWub- 
taflontiwtaa  tb*Mlitsct,4U;U*IHt<r(>rnto.41T: 
fcrtkn  d(b*M,  41T;  iqmMDtedaii  of  frwtlDii*  *tracfc 
•nt,41T;  bill ocdBad  to  tk»  OM  iwdisf ,  41T ;  motion 
oto  njMUif  u  UKBdmant,  ouitod. 


In  tt«  Bou*.  ■  UU  nbUT*  tii,eoiulde»d,btS;oD« 
npiwatilitt  ftr  4SJ)Ut,  Aa,  e4e;  IneqwIKr  mtallig 
from  kastkn^  6<9 ;  Tela  of  WuhllgtoD,  HS ;  rsuoiu 


«L,aM  wUl  Dot  Todnee  tba  aomber  of  memboi  of 
Hw  EooM,  BH ;  th*  flnt  B«bh  bc«*  th*  bum  pro- 
portion to  tho  population  of  Iho  oonntiy,  MT ;  m  on- 
uanxu  popBlu  MpnMnUtlOB  the  Mtat  dapogltotr  of 
powor,  UA;  ooDdder  tho  gnat  powen  Tcatod  In  th« 
EnentlT*  ud  blitMtniiuge,  MS ;  It  ii  nknl.  wbit  rale 
■hould  Im  idoptad  to  limit  tba  nunben,  MS;  ■  ton- 
donaj  to  idopt  tbo  HotlLDeDti  mndlublti  of  tbo  old 
ooantrlM  of  EnraiM,  M8 ;  opention  of  ths  rul*  to  In- 


IW;  nluloa  of  th*  Houe  to  th*  EiMntlTa,  BU ;  < 
^ipl*  of  thi  Con(Te«  of  It,  BSIt;  not  i  anlJMt  u 
tiiU7  Is  III  obKHtor,  600 ;  «  wlU  not  daprlTs  ■ 
Bt*t*  of  anprsMntatlTa  vboH  popnUtlon  hai  Inomui 
EM  J  a*  onlf  oraddantlon  : 


b*tire*a  tb*  two  uooanta  li,  vbMhtr 


npni 


Domorom,  bAO;  Id  th*  o*A*offr*o- 
tlautb*ciwitHe8tat«i»thslHitinnTan,C5I;  onlj 
a  qD**thHi  of  namb*n  to  th*  Hsoh,  NH  ;  tS  irlll  do 
mora  fiuX  Jutlea  thin  tnj  otbe^  nnmber,  E«;  tb* 
|*n*nl  nlbr*  la  to  b*  looked  ntuaj  operitlon  of  tbto 
ntto,  EH;  oomptrUoa  of  the  ntlo  of  M  Mid  4S.  DOS; 
bitliST  of  tbfl  old  Stitea  In  •eUllng  tbli  qnMttoD,  wa 

Ifored  to  unend  to  ■■  to  gtn  to  tb*  UTanl  Blatoe 
tbs  MBW  welglit  tli*r  potMU  at  preaeat,  ud  oot  tbit  to 
which  th^  woold  b*  entitled  nndei  the  sair  MBgm, 
NM;  no  nnftl*iidl]r  f*«Uiiei  to  tba  West,  EST;  what  la 
tba  qnaaUoB  T  BET  >4he  law  will  ba  In  fbna  ona  da;  only, 
tftr ;  mannei  of  iU  openUiHi,  SET ;  bf  what  antfaotlt; 
da  we  laglalato  a  dtHhranea  batwaes  tba  weight  of  a 
Btato  tn  the  eieontlT*  and  leglilatiTa  branebH  ?  M§  '> 
tUj  piopoalUanlaatwiTWIththaTeiyflisndatJan  piln- 
dplaa  of  OQF  GoTaram*nt — popolar  aovaralgnlj,  EOS; 
who  ehooaaatba  Pnaldentt  H9;  aiardee  of  the  oo- 
ozdlnato  powen  of  the  exeenttTe  and  teglalatlva  dopatt- 
m*nla  deeigned  to  oommence  aimaltueonalr,  089 ;  the 
opentliui  of  thli  pilnelplo  numot  be  ponpoDed,  EE>. 

MdUoi]  to  amend  b;  abuplr  itrlhlng  ont  tha  wotda 
*lbft7<*l^t,'*  CTO;  an  Important  qaeetlon  befor*  tha 
Hanaa.  DTI ;  tUl  Qmaber  poaaeuaa  as  nndna  adrutago, 
ETl ;  nndne  importanea  ilran  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
AltUe,  DTI ;  fnictEone,  ETl ;  noc-repreaentatloa  decided 
tn  ITM,  5T1 ;  operation  of  the  bUl,  ETl ;  cue  of  TennawM, 
ETS;  turtfaarnraarU,  6T1;  motion  loat, ETl ;  mored  to 
ttritaeatandlnaert  "tortT'-ftmr,"  ET1;  whatiat^pnj- 
pottoflhebUlnportadbrthecommlttaaTETS;  Itiiad- 
mitlad  Hut  u  ineraaaa  of  the  npraaontatlon  la  reqnlred, 
tn;  iAi}*otli»i, Elt;  raaaom br  a  nmneniDa  honse,  ET«; 
It  la  aald  tba  T(atiit^4d]7  growing  npon  tha  aid  et■te^ 
■od  that  tha  qnaatiom  of  tmil]«u  ahanld  not  be  regarded, 
BIE;tarth*rdabate,  BID;  moUoD  curled,  ETE;  quatlaa 
OB  fiilnc  the  nUo  at  M,  ETT ;  important  that  the  popu- 
lar iMiuch  ehoold  be  inoraaaed,  ETT ;  tba  prsaent  inoreas* 
npedlant,  ETS ;  motion  lott,  DT8 ;  44,000  propoecd.  E» ; 
hardabip  of  tha  aaaa  or  tha  Statea  aggriaTed,  SEO ;  oom. 
peallton  of  the  aominlttee,  E60 ;  openUon  of  tUa  ratio, 
■St;  ooBdltlan  of  Uia  onallar  Btataa,  ESI ;  amendment 


R;  anthad«He*ofAl*nBd«r8Birtli,H:  J 
tbatrlalof  JiidcePeek.Tl;Da  th*  cbUd*  rt^D: 
on  the  Bank  of  th*  Unllad  Stolen,  79  ;  OB  a*  iril** 
M;anlh*(mlti>nor(iUt,IB;  on  tiw  liiiMirffctn 
H-AdiuiM.  MB;  on  the  PoatOaeoD^ilMLBl.  »*;■*■ 
atlT*toU»dH)l*i>,UO;  nladr*  to  a*  P**t  OBvk 
TMtlfftlan,Ulf-in;  ndatJT*  to  tke  IndiiB  BA(*.HI 
ontheoiloiinilUworthaIHa(rtW,19i;  b  Ite  »>■* 
of  Gvncnat  to  eoltoot  dndaa  and  i  *ni1i«ii  aaHnaa 
»S;  antbapDnlabiDantrfdB«lllne,Sa;  eattefe*^ 
of  Jama*  Mobl*,  WE;  u  tt*  i—r  on  siw.  KS;  a*^ 
liT*o*kplasUthMia,«S;Tdlttn  to  irtW^W  ^— ■ 
bera,  tW,  on  tb*  paj- of  UMmben,  tSC;  rdrihvkK 
act  of  raUaf  to  oOcata  and  MUta 
187 1  to  >n  eieeaa  of  mUlt^  ea 


a  of  Benator  SoOr,  SB8 ;  of  "  '  1*  ii 
Bpeakar,  8«;  OD  the  aoltaia  (irtfk,MS:  oa  iw» 
ikin  (rftha  alara  trade,  SIS:  on  tha  liinaliiaiiaat  t 
American  dUieB)  in  Brltlah  FreilMea,  aE4;  nWn 
to  tha  United  Stalea  Buk,SS8.8S0;  ■««,»•;  hM<* 
to  the  remoral  of  WaaUngtoo^  rcmalo^Mt;  rA*a 
to  tonltoTia1]i]dge>,«M;  calltogfarl— faMdnaafc* 
mlBlitera  in  Sn^and  rolatiT*  to  the  oEoaiial  b^e.tfii 
onalandgnnttoLonlalana,4M;  aa  Ike  tartCMtM; 
on  the  decsae  of  Jonathan  Hnnt,  4S7;  ei 
of  Ghariea  Johntan,  4(1 ;  DD  the  tenH*  of  Q.  E.  Hkt- 
ea,tK\  anaalaBldngbaaneerDea,M<;  idaanta* 
Bandnak7RMd,EEa;reUUTS  to  mini 
Oh  tb*  eolonbatlen  ef  turn  hlaeko, 
Vithlngton*B  centennial  birthday, 
atcam  carrlagea.  ETV ;  rt 
ESI ;  on  a  portnlt  a  naahlngton,  OM :  ea  lite  t^hn 
of  tha  Bank,  SH;  t 
tba  obarge  agafnet  Hi 

S«;  ontbadooeaMiar  JauthaaBiuit,C>I;< 
eeaaa  of  George  K  HItebell,TM;  relztlntoi 
irand,  TM ;  on  a  pnUlo  Fast  dar,  T54. 

Xttrtiui)iBunt.—S«t  htdtm.  Tab.  1  !& 

SasenHe,  opUtcUm  qf.—St*  Indm,  tvL  S. 

Xmimm  OutlirtSei  litdta,  toL  «. 


moTad,  SIE;  EM;  ordnvd  to  tb*  thlid  n 

1*  BOt  Uie  praaant  llat  laig* cnmgb *  SSI ;  whaiaii* 
titled  at  praaantr  EtI ;  motion  to  raoaiUBit  the  U,  ta. 
SSI ;  (bnner  poUor  of  the  Goreinmant  to  iiiialiii  |» 
atom  to  thoaa  dlaahlfd,  S8a ;  bad  mla  ts  innate  It* 
dictate!  of  Jadgmenl,  and  follow  th*  tmpnlae  itf^  W- 
iDg),  839 ;  (tnnndi  of  otjeelf  on  to  th*  pcaatoa  Vf- 
(gg  ■  aomatbing  ahonid  ba  dona  IW  tha  etato  tnN|i  ^ 
Tolnntaen,  888 ;  moat  *Dgic>d  in  tba  Boalh  vn  k9- 
tla,  888 ;  laTlib  jvnr  numajt  iqpon  thoaa  entUM  a  B, 
/  iBteiBal  lnqnn- 


DMai,  wagDnn^  JUl,  4W;  it ' 
ynfrlttoBM  of  the  bfll,  no  raacoa  tiy  olhere  ibculd  b* 
«XB)Dd^  4Mi  imtDdratBti  iMt,  4W;  nllieT  imoDd- 
mantB  moTcd,  410 ;  mrritet  of  Clirk*.  MO ;  wldlen  or 
thalBdIuinnsntltleilloaiab«iellCiafag  bLU,UO; 


•wtaaa  te  IIMt,  Ml ;  If  tha  B«uU  ibudaiu  thn  gnnnd 
of  prorldlng  Ok  tboMwbo  <amii>t  pnild*  ftir  thtm- 
■t^TH,  an  MdtloaDrtka  TOutrr  (hanld  ihus  dike.  Ml ; 
bUldMtror«dbrlto*n*Ml»M^Ml;  fBTthernmuU 
iipanUiaazti>DtaftlwbUl,Ml.    Sn  Tndta,  yA  V),  tai 

MoIhMviS  *yf«Witff  dtflaan  <!):-n8M  £Hla^  ToL  «^ 
^MBl««f  BMiT  Jbwrty  Iamdt.Stt  JndM,  toL  8. 

■  AnbUo  hoiHi,  S8& 

JCood  JVovi  JMnO  lo  (Maago,'  Do,  .Avn*  i'MuaooIa  to 
A^  ^afrMMM.  Do^  /Vom  Ot»rt/ia  to  JTnr  Orttant, 
Sm iWl(a,T«L a.   Da„ta^ffaiHiii.— AaJMH^ToLl. 

.BooA  dn  nrr«op<u.— Id  tha  Honifc  ■  nHaagB  nliitlT«  to 
Dvtndt  ud  CUoagD  mad,  IK ;  noU,  lOe. 

MeadM  to  ante  dp  TtrpiHWi^  dtfkrwKw  Bt«iiwik-^H 

AdM,YDL>. 


BosMiia,  AiBxi,  Eaiutoc  from  Blioda  Iilud.  UT;  CO  tha 
ndBoUonor  dDll«,««;  on  tba  rtUaf  of  CoL  LannB*, 
«T.    An  AdK,  toIl  a,  *,  10. 

BoBaMa,  Jonx  IL,  Sautor  fiDm  UllDob,  84T ;  on  tha  i«- 

Boov,  Buann,  BapnaaatatlTa  from  Sen  YoA,  SB ;  ra- 
CbutatiDg  Cto  Bank,  TIT- 

run,  on  the  national  mad  In  Ohio,  SUj 


SilM,  amtadmmS  qfi~Ia  tb*  Honw,  i  naolatloa  raUtjTa 
ta,  oOmd  and  adeptad,  MS.    A<  AtfMMoli. »,  10. 

—  ~  ■       -  im  Ohio,  NO.    &* 


imTmforU. 
8aUBpn»iitiMiataoU.—bi.'a,t'ai>ai,i,mi  A>r  Uwaali 

0^  oltorad,  110 ;  Ita  ot^eot,  811 ;  ordaTod  to  ba  aagroaaaJ, 

ni;bllIpai»d,nL 
SamdvaY  Soad,  r—otuUim  riUMn  to,  MO. 
ai9nuiM,rtU^^.—SM  lltdtt^  toL  1. 
A»<wt  ImUSh  Ado,  tdL  10. 
Bmwiit,  praiielloH  ^.-^St  Aidoi,  Tola.  S,  d. 
Biam  m,  ftrtit*  niareHiwt— iSm  JiHtm,  T<ri.  8. 
Btatnf  GlDoanwMHi.-'AH  /nitaB,  Tidi.  I,  i,  8,  E. 
8Mn<  ProettOSiv,  fniNlooKo*  a/-£w  /m<1«,  Td.  4 
AMKm  £«*  efine,  MM  Jwfan,  Tob,  4,  «,  >,  and  AuKa, 

TaL  a,  J>fAfW<M  JTaOMM*  (md  &iU 


H;  BapMMntatlTS  tnta  VizflaA,  RS. 
At  IiuUa,  Tol  it. 

DmK  Kmnnaa  at  Sd  mmXhi  of  Hat  Ooagraat,  10> 
«a  th«  trial  of  Jad(«  P«k,  US;  ajjonnu  at  aloaa  (rf  U 
•i^n  of  tha  Slit  OongnM,  388;  eonvanta  Igttai 
<f  nl  CoagTM*.  MT ;  w)]«inii  at  Dloaa  or  Ut  eeadc 

IM  rmmiiaa.  riTT 


aoiTB,  Bouno,  Sanitor  franTcnnoat,  8tT.   AM  A- 

d«,  tol*.  T,  B,  9,  IOl 

xhb,  ViLLiul  K,  00  tha  BnHUe  uid  Ne*  Ottaana 
nad,  10 :    EepnaentatlTa  from  North  OirAIu,  U8. 
Btt  In^tm,  TOt.  ID. 
BwAtD,  AusEWTiHi  II.,  BcpmantatlTa  from  North  Caro- 

B»t  JndKi,  TDK.  9, 10. 
aut,  eiMurt  o/— In  the  Honia,  ■  naolnBon  TalatlTa  to 
printing  tha  report  on,  ooiuldand,  W ;  Taloe  of  tha  re- 
port, M;  nopiDprletjlnprlDllDg  It  at  Mipana  of  tha 
eontlDgeat  fund, 98;  deb^  M;  TtaalDtlan  paaaed,M; 
(DMiidBiaot  also  pelted,  Mj  reaolnUon,  SM. 

A  billltor the  aaeourtgemoBt  of,  881 ;  morad  to atrlke 
oBt  the  eniellDK  danae,  WI ;  tot  nothlag,  881 ;  right 
under  the  ooDaUtntlrm  (Or  thla,  881 ;  better  to  tana  a 
national  ertabllthment,  and  glT*  ■  aalarj  to  a  tiwibar, 
«M;  motion  cvtled,  888. 

iHi,  NiTBlvm.,  Benator  frvm  N<«  Bwnpehir*,  S4T ; 
on  the  apportlanment  bUl.  418,    Stt  Indta,  tdL  10. 
Baetut,  8n  Johr,  oiidaDee  on  tha  ntea  of  wit,  lot. 
ShMii;  rimt.—Stt  India,  toL  10. 
BlU)^  TiUJUt,  BepreaantallTe  ft«m  TeiniBBt,  888;  ou 

ipporHonmenl  bill,  BIO. 
Slavt  TVoda.— Inthe  Honae,  rteolatloatnlatlntathanip- 
pi«ilan  ol^  oonald««d,S4a;  pMMd,B4Bi.     Stt  IitOta, 
T<d.  S,  8, 1,  8. 
aiaetrv  iitOit  DMrttltif  aihHiibta.—tii  the  Houa,petl- 
tlonireUtlTeto,  HO;  bwmmanbanof  the  Bede^oT 
Frieudi,  MO ;  aik  fbr  tha  abolition  of  tltTerj  and  of  tha 
iUts  trade  In  the  dlltil«t,  HO;  rtJBrrad,  MO;  report, 
Ml.    Sm /■■m,  TOl*.  B,  8,  IDl 
aaenTi,A<Moin)fTHdiiima.—llttt»dia^^t>\.t,  OrMitaiiet. 
Sbtetrv,  Iftgro,  i»  BouOt  Am*rtea.—8t*  Indms,  toL  8, 
aatny,  BtKtuUont  BOatttt  to,  im  N*ib  8Uitn.-~Bt  A- 

duB,  Tolt.  &  I,  and  /nd«,  loL  8,  TtrrUortm. 
Btott*  J>tpBrt»d,—8—  IndtK,  Tola.  8, 8.     Do.,  nigtth*.— 
Aaa  Aulei^  Tole.  0, 8,  T.     Bo.,  Imjmrtat4m  ef.~attl»- 
iiai.t<iLt,aiAIttdim,-n\.%DuUtfo»ImporU.    Do., 
IndtiaiMyfiir.—St*I*dia,yA.t.    Do., MIffraMott  ^. 
— *a /«(»,  vol  a.    Do,  fe«to»w.-A»fit<liaiT(*i.l, 
B.*,B. 
3at6S,  Ooatl  TVwiQNirtaMon^— Aea/ndw^ToL  8. 
Slaopi  if  War.—Bt*  Indue,  toL  T. 
SrnaUAmad  7emiU.—8tt htdtB,TiA.i. 
iaxta,io*r,ilit  Canqf.—8ttIwUx,TBL». 
SMrra,  BxKim,  pruldestof  t]iaBenata,pfw(<«.,  108;  <a 
thepafmentof  witneaaea.188;  on  r«p«al<iif  the  datj- 
OB  Mlt,  1T8 ;  OB  the  Tniklah  eommlalon,  151 ;  oD  the 
daUea  on  inm,  108 ;  elected  Pruldent  pn  Cam.  of  tha 
BdBate,  Ml ;  Seaator  from  Uaiylud,  84T ;  on  pnbUa 
eipendltorea,  MM;  on  the  rvdnctton' of  dntlaa,  880 ;  on 
the  bransh  bank  eonvneT-,  888 ;  on  SeroIntloiiirT  pen- 
dona,  441;  an  artra  oompanMlOD  lo  Jodg*  Dotjr,  448; 
on  TiahlBjMn'e  atato),  4G0;  on  »  portrait  of  Vaahlni- 
tuB,  DOS.    .She  Jwtfat,  rola.  l,8,4,B^t,T,S,8;10. 
BaiTs,  ButDiL  A^  BoprtaeBtatlTe  fton  PennaTlnnla,  B88. 
fluiTK,  Aijmin>D,oBthBp»Tof  niember«,8i  deeeaaeot 

fi.    £M  fntlaic  TOb.  8,  T,  a,  8, 1ft 
JMUan  of  Oe  £«mIuMdil— 5U /iKl«i)i,  T^  8,  8. 
SoDii,  NiniAV,  IKpreioBtatlTe  turn  NewTork,  BSS. 
dMU  Am4Hem  Btatf.—See  Indus,  Tola.  8,  T. 
AbU  Caroltiui  CMnu.—U  the  Hin»,  a  bin  making  ap- 
la  ftit, 


under  irMeb  tUa  m0D*r  had  b*«D  ^papitatod  bf  tka 
Btata,atB;  botiof  the<*w,M4;  eaoutof  UaDkeln 
aln^  OadBcted  fr«B  the  eo)dlen'p«r,M4;  «nH10B> 
to  tnppir  of  Boldlara  n»lo  at  Ptttabug,  wUek  eboaU 
b«  ramanented  If  tUaltemta  alhnrad,  H4 ;  AalL  th* 
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CalWd  SIMM  Ttfaai  to  Beoth  Ovidtu  Uw  tnaatj  aha 
tetatOj  lartaetit  6tt;  no  In*  to  nQiiln  tha  CElUd 
SlBt«b>ftinlahbUtik*l*,»l;  ittaUUmaf  Cuolluit 

<kH«koD  on  lUowliic  k  sartaln  (Uonnot  fbi  blukoti, 
auTled,  OK;  voUon  to  itifkii  ant  InUnaC,  CH;  lUowad 
In  nther  luai,  MO;  >  ocir  princlpla,  to  oompaiuata 
BlMaa  Ibt  irhM  Uwr  >«■' l°at  In  nukliic  (dTiuioH  to  the 
nal«D,IIM:  InUreat  u  nod  dneattka  prlnalpal,  US; 
JoaUoe  vC  ths  dalm  tat  Uw  paTmmt  tt  Intanat,  NM; 
fttrthat  dilMto,  DM;  dtttaaltj-of  miUD|  ant  «ub  u 
iDtanal  aceoaat  ai  the  Mil  woald  raqolm,  WTj  amend- 
nHot  Iciit,  fi>7.    «u /iidii^  tdL  <L 

AaM  OinoUwi  JTamai-laJ,  on  Uu  tatll^  ML 

AnA  OaraUaa  PraltH'Si*  Imdtm,  toL  1<L 

BauTBUs,  lai^o.  Kepraaaoliillf*  &om  ITaw  Janar.  H8, 

4>ii<n,  IHturfBUntiUm^  J>iMm  teM.-~Ia  tlu   Banato,  a 
niiltniilitlTi  tni.  ITT;  nhrrad,4tT. 

4ia4i>,  Ba*i)le<Mom  nf  lU  lytatj  of  ISID.— ^8u  AdM, 
raia-T. 

Bp*ci*  /'ornunft,— Sm  Adai^  *aL  i. 

^fteU.  I^UMpsHoUoH  «;  In  i^Ka  jtrmad  7tmtU.—Sta 
Jndim,  ToL  T. 

n  tba  d 


flwn  North  Carolina,  ess ;  on  nlonldng  ftas  nafmei, 
tU ;  DD  th»  Bonth  ChoUu  mamoilal,  589 ;  on  ataam 
aaiTlagaa,  tJ9\  on  poat-oldca  oonbaeti,  M9;  on  anti- 
■oriMng  Dn  tba  Beglatar  of  Dabctoa,  TST,  tS8 ;  on  tAe 
tariff  biU,  Tti.    St»  India,  toL  ID. 

Bnmia,  Auaacai,  on  topofnphleal  anrrsTB,  1 ;  ralatlra  to 
Jodga  PoekiSOj  on  (ha  anltnta  of  lUk,  M ;  iopportatha 
ImpaaebnHDt,  1ST;  raportaon  Uw  tUk  lUg  prawntod  bf 
DBpopoaan,  ITS.    ^^ai  Z%dia,  toL  10. 

Bmci,  Jomr  S^  Bepraaantadra  trom  lUijttui,  US. 

BrKiaira,  Pius,  SanMoc  bea  )UlBa,StTi  on  nnoUmed 
ffirldanda,  ua ;  on  TMdniUon  of  tba  Indiana,  US.  8u 
OldtB,  Toli.  8,  >,  10. 

BrumaBT,  Willuh,  BapnacntaUn  from  Ohio,  BBS ;  lit- 

t*T  to  Speakar  of  the  Honaa,  M4;  on  tlia  mattar  with 

Houton,  IBT.    Bt*  AkIM.  Tota.  >,  10. 
SruTDinm,  J^iib.  BapraaantatlTa  ft«in  Tamunae,  689. 

Sit  InOta,  TOL  It, 
aal*  Balmiaf.'-Stt  AidK^ToLl. 
Aa(a  Papm,  ArrMHoan,  oommnnleatlan  from  Galea  and 

Batton  NbttTa  to,  SDK, 
at.  D«mliig».—att  Ikdtm,  Tola.  %  T. 
iWaant  OarTiaftt.—la  tba  Hoiu<^  reaolatlon  relttlTa  to, 

m 

BTSPEDn,  Piiii.urDn,  BapreeantatlTa  fhim  Faniuj'lTantB, 

CS&    Set  Indta,  toL  10; 
BTmraos,  AimKiw,  hla  abaanca  aa  Bpaabar,  SAO ;  lemaika 

Ob  Tote  of  thanka  ai  Bpeakar,  S«S ;  SapreaeDtatm  from 

TlrBlnEa,DSg;  clwaeB  Spukar, BO ;  addt«et, SSI.    S** 

Iitdua,  Tola.  S,  >,  10. 
fhrw An,  Commodon,  lettora  on  OAUDJodw  BMator,  fldO. 
ftmAit,  AKDRnv,  BepraientatlTa  from  FeniiaTlTanla, 

eSB.    £m  Adam,  vol*.  8,  ID. 
BUkJc,  Ftai  IBOdmt  Jfttc—S—  Iitdta,  roL  6. 
Bnua,  Hunt  B.,  on  tha   pay  of  membcia,  S;    on  r»- 

monl  of  the  Isdlaiu,  H;   on  aCtanOliiG  tha  trial  of 

Jadga  Podk,  10!l;  aapporti  tba  Impaacbmant  of  Jad^ 

Feok,  Ml ;  on  tba  Tnrklih  mlaHon,  MO,  Sil.  Suludta, 

Tob.  t,  T,  8,  *,  m 
Bioua,  WiujiM  L.,  B«pt«tactotlTa  from   OonDaetloat, 

Saa.    Sm  /itdao,  tdL  10. 
Ontaaa,  Jutn,  oa  Iba  memorial  of  Jndga  Pw^  IT. 
AtoMUty  ^  /Xaiu-Su  Indtx,  toL  1. 
B^trift  at  AttaaHdrla,  Rttiff  of  On.— St  Itidt^  toL  t. 
Bt^artrt  in  War. — St*  Indoi,  toL  0. 
Avar,  i'niH&iMit  on  Atoned.— JiM  J'uHai  OM  /fiip«r(>. 

tbLIIX 


AHKfai'  jr<Kb.— In  tha  Ho»^  ■  patMa  nltfntiA 


Atpanumarorir  fyiiiii  iiml  ftiiliJi,  iniilitlmi* 


^wvaos  fiaiuruJ  4^  Ha  jn»VL— &a /iiila%  i4.  H 
BiiTBni.uiD,  JoiL  K,  on  attBdl^Iha  tiU  gf  Ja^K 
IOC;  on  mbaorlbiT*  Itif  tba  BsiWai  <tf  DiUftS:  a 
tbeaaltdnt]r,Siei  nnprriaantiflTa  Ihan  FiaafrtM 
(»8;ondlacanleBtattheS«th,nL  AiM^Mt 
Bwunrotra,  aunm,  laH*  cb  fraoda  li  tti  iAifei< 
datlaa,  41. 


Tb(M&a|«  JflialDiL-SM  JMai^  ToL  I; 

Tbm^  iNreoL-Aa  ItOm,  Talk  1,  5,  4    A,  fr.-* 

/lutW,TDl.& 


KO;  BaproaaBtmUva  from  Haw  Tort,  SUj  m*^ 
toaUana,Wl.    &a /ikIh^  Tok.  1^  d,  T,  I;  U 
Tauwbj,  IdTTLcrol  W.,  OB  tba  genairi  ^^aft^- 
US;  on  th«TBiUriimiaaloB,lM;  (BlkaTidliM' 
ml«toB,SH;  aleeUdPreddeatfn(iiL(<U>ta« 
Ml;  deoUnea.SSl:  BgDator&amTliiliai.M:  ■* 
oalabntJOB  ef  Waiblagton'a  Urtbdv.  MI'' ■  B" 
dnettonof  dnUea,  «1S-4M ;  on  tba  mfarfga  btw 
nMda,MS;  ontbeulialonto  Balgluii,UI;  ■«» 
pnuaa  at  tbe  OoTarunen^  tfSj  « tbaniWtfCW 
Lanrani,  IN;  on  «  dy of  hnmlHatlnli,  <!  AU" 
TO]&B,>,ia 
IIkm^  nport  on  datlaa  on,  H4. 
TkMMaaaa,  Admlmiim^—SH  /atfaa^  toLL 
nmuaMa,  Zowl  (Xa<M<  <ia^-Aa  iiuM  vol.  H 
nwMMaa,  S^WaiAwlite.— A(  Aila,nl.lL 
Territorial  Ar*m>iuiita.-»a  Adiai,  Til.  1 

^Tok.l,^,l,^^ 


ramoTal  of  Taddngton^  r«anlaa,  mm 
Tromu,  PmuwoM,  BapreaantntlTa  fran  Ladriw* 
Tboumh,  Tiut,  on  nmoTBl  of  tba  I*ttM«:  on 
to  abaant  mamban,  WT ;  on  tha  dn^  M  M^  •>■;  >^ 
TaaantMJTe  bem  Saoiiia,  BtS;  01  nMnI  if  '<* 
Ington^ ramalna, SS7.    fSl*lildm,-niL.J,t,%^ 


0iiml^lM;« 


Adaa^T0la.«,T.B,».  ^^ 

«8S. 

TiijwpropJMoaJ  flwtiajia.— In  tha  HoMi  »  W  ■***  J 
proprUllOE>at<»,a)naidared,«;  bii(«*i«"'*** 
Bipendltom  towortt  baraloAin  dl»di4*:**~ 
be  applied  aananal,!;  tUa  ohMga  ""'^^JJ^ 
aad  naraaonaUa,  4 ;  If  adopted,  twj  ""TT  ^ 
IwTa  bb  peonBar  pn^Mt  oirltd  lbw«^*'*'V 
wbld,thap(a»anlmodaleadj,B;lt»al"'^|'2l 
la  osntlBnad,  Ita  aianlae  aboold  la  Wtte  tk  ^*|^ 
B ;  tba  propoaltloB  exeepUoBabl^ ti  Hi— *^- 
dda  OB  tlM  propria^  of  now  aamri,*;  ^"TT 
will  wllaTe  tbe  ExwmUt*  bim  iiatilnIXW'' 
aotboililiic  Ihaaa  aarraja,  BBeaariWi^i '""." 
er  of  t  -     -.  -  - 

loat,& 


>,  Google 


Tkaot,  Pmnw  Is  BtpnaaDtatlTa  from  Maw  ZoA,  ISB8 ; 

SB  th*  apportlaiimut  bQI,  DSl  j  ob  the  ulilm  at  Un 

l>K«tar,l)M.    &«  Ads^  Tob  >,  m 
n-«a*ss,  mmM—Mj  .ji;— ,5m  /lufa^  toL  S. 
7V«a«M  WK<  AdlMon  eH««i1L~.EIm  Ail«^  toL  >. 
n-wdfltry.— <Sh  /hIs^  isUi  1,  & 
T>rma*itrt  X'lM.'-St*  Indtm,  tdL  Dl 

OrtttlndlimSttiMaUon. 

n-aalYvm^pvi*.—SttJluttia,TaJ.«. 
n-matr  »<1*  Ortat  SrUaim^-~S54  JudtB,  va].  1. 
Tbbitab^  jAJiMt  on  topOfnfihteAl  Bnrreji^  S;  on  nroln- 

TaoDr,6>0MalL,BSBtoi£i>a  S«oi|Li,MT.    atlndtoL, 

TvOEBi.  Bnsuiia,  on  Uia  du^  on  wl^  111^  >U ;  OB  nndO' 

tloiiv7  pAiuloii^  888. 
ntf*Ui  CbmmMtoi.— i^wv  qfllU  Pr4tlil*at  lo  nrigi' 
malt  iaile»M.~l^  tks  BauU*  th*  vpropiUtloB  bUI 
oaaMtnd,  1M;  motlou  to  ttrlke  ont  eertala  qiproprU- 
UOM  it  BlDT  Ibr  oommlnloiMn  appoIntHl  bj  tha  lita 
Ud  pNMDt  Pndilnt,  1«6 ;  otilMt  to  upm  dlMppnb*- 
Nan  of  what  hi*  bMO  d«M,  ud  tha  moda  In  which  It 
WH  ynfttti  to  nnuafita  tha  eonimliilonon,  IK; 
dlAcaua  betwan  ■  TObuitaiT  twud  to  thoH  who  In- 
tSBdad  and  utod  hiallj,  ind  rotiic  u  ■ppnqnlitloii 
arBUBarapoBtha  ^ipUeitlOB  of  Ui«  SnentlTa  La  »• 
damptlon  of  Iha  ftlth  of  tba  BtaM  pladcad  hj  tfaoaa  who 
had  no  light  to  pladEa  lt,tH;  tha  powar  azardsad  br 
tha  Pnddsnl  In  thta  eaaa  li  sot  granted,  but  forblddan 
liy  tha  aoutttntloii,  IM;  lUlamant  of  &eti,  ]>T:  did 
tlu  FnriidaBt  poiaiia  n>r  wthort^  to  laiUtata  ncta  ao 

vlea  asd  aaoMBt  rf  tha  BuiataT  1>T:  tha  amendment  lo 
■It*  then  a  tilktf  tfffvni  of  tb*  Preitdaiit'a  ■nthor- 
1^,  IK  letanotaraT  tha  power  aiartad  brthaPnal- 
d*Dt,I«S;  wa  Uts  Id  Bteug*  |]nHa,IM:  !•  It  aaldwe 
ihould  hiTs  n  mnoh  aanBdaHo  In  tha  dlaerattw  of  Ihi 
FreMentutobelleTe  hewooldBot  abue  tUidlicn- 
tlOB  r  IH ;  the  EiecatlTe  lu«  no  neb  Inbennt  or  nude- 
flnad  aathoittr,  IW;  eautlUtlOB  axamliiad,  IM ;  maan- 
iBg  of  tba  tarm  '  TaaaOBT  In  Wtka,"  WO  i  the  tatm  "  mtr 
happani'MU;  aaanwl  ndobTloiuralaateoiiitnallaD, 
MOipmrUooafcrthe  HooM  of  Beprea(Matliraa,SM; 
piotWoBi  IM  theBtaat*,Wlj  prarUoM  torTacandei 
lo  thai*  eaata,  m;  tha  powat  of  th*  Pnddent  it  the 
amatBn(ardto^4ipolnbDaDta,>cn;  Hmaiartbna 
dUhrent  9*dta  of  offleal  *ra  nhrrad  to  la  tha  eon- 
fUtntloii,  101 ;  a  ibt^  preriooa  Inatane*  of  an  at- 
tanpt  lo  fill  mcb  Tacandel  ta  the  raeaB  Df  tha  Benale, 
101 ;  tba  Praildenl  eaODOt  make  an  original  appelut- 
DMnttauroffloMm;  iiu  not  num  tha  oblaet  of  tha 
touHtaUuB  to.  eoDfer  power  than  It  la  to  ohack  and  ra- 
Hnin  Uie  autbetlty  wUidi  It  r>ali,>CiSj  a  sale  ang- 
p(ted,S08;  aniwen,  He ; proteat affdnrt  that argtuoent 
whkh  In  a  wrtttOB  coutltatloii  aaaka  to  IbAi  uthorllr 
ftr  the  goTOTBon  from  their  own  pnatiaa,  Mi  th* 
preeedenia,  «M ;  In  Uia  admlnlatiaUaa  at  l£i.  JabCMW, 
IMi  In  IM*,  KH;  la  the  ca»*  of  tb*  Booth  American 
oaa  of  Panama,  IM ;  tha  proTleloni  at 


Ml;  Itli  Mid  there  marl 
of  Iha  omutltBtlaB,  MB; 

»;ltltaaldml 

tetnaUj  aaot  la  the  aaae  of 


of  IbetraatrriOl;  It  wia the  datf  of  the  Prealdentat 
the  next  wHion  of  the  Beuta  to  bare  inbmltled  the  ap- 
polntmentof  theeeoommlidoDen,lQII;m1aiu*iid  eoa- 
ttadktory  mode*  reaortod  to,  for  aaUrging  the  axeentlTa 
power.  110 ;  did  IJio  mlnlilen  oeaea  to  be  tach  tha  mo- 

king  can  do  Bo  wrvng,**  111. 

Vbalwaa  thafeaiof  tha  genllamen  T  111;  the  Free]- 
dent  can  alw^t  appoint  eecret,  Inlbreial,  dlplamaUo 
agant*  wttfaont  the  adrlc*  of  tha  Senate,  111 ;  ntlDca- 
Ifara  of  tha  tnatj  doea  not  Impoae  aa  obligation  to  paj 
tha  aganta,  lis ;  eieq>e  offered  to  oa,  118 ;  li  b*  wllllog 
toiaoriaea  the  inbataaoe  lo  tha  ftiRa  T  IIB;  protteilona 
of  Bttaehmant  la  Iha  ooutltatloB.  IK;  the  eharga 
nude,  SU;  what  are  the  frola  which  hare  created  thli 
enddeo  aiplotlan  r  114;  It  Is  aatdtha  Fnaldant  hu  bo 
power  to  appoint  a  pabUe  ndnlttar  dDring  tha  reeeia  of 
the  Bcnata  whare  none  baa  eileled  before,  SIS;  wordi 
of  tbe  eoutltatloB,  nS ;  It  la  lald  ao  PreeldanI  baa  erar 
dared  to  tUl  np  an  original  ruucr  In  aa  offloe  aflai  th* 
end  of  the  ksiIob  In 'hleh  the  law  which  created  th* 
o&ce  h*d  paaaed,  lid ;  the  offloe  d(  a  oiinlatarta  afiir- 
elgD  power  derlTce  Ita  atithorltj  from  the  law  of  na- 
tloB*,  UT:  thia  taw  diatlDgvlihta  tha  two  aliww  of 
igenii  bj  whom  dlplomatla  iDtannane  maj  be  ourlad 
on,  IIT ;  an  error  Ilea  tn  oonBldeilng  th*  mlBlon  to  eadi 
eonrt  a  dlitlnct  oDIca,  IIS;  negotlaton  for  peaae  an 
ltiTarl«bl7planlpataDtlailca,S18;  pleaofneoeHltr,  219; 


narbe  II 


whkh  ha*  excited  the  lodlgnalian  agalnat  aiecntlTe  an- 
eroeehment,  US;  ceoeea  of  eompl*lnt,  US;  dlMlnetlen 
bet«eeD*pnbUc  mlnlalsraadaaaorat*cant,lM;  frolt 
la  (bimd  with  tbe  muDer  In  which  thee*  agent*  wara 
ooBatUnted,  HO ;  waa  there  arer  *n  Important  nU^aat 
sf  oar  sonfldtBtlal  debate*  tlwt  waa  not  whlipered  *bont 
In  taramiini;  It  la  aald,  ahow  the  power  of  th*  Prea- 
Ident  tu  VpolDt  aecret  agents,  1X1 ;  tha  practlae  of  ap- 
pointlBg  lecret  ageBta  I*  coenl  with  oor  exUtane*  •*  a 
Dadon,  HI ;  Initancea,  891 ;  b7  whom  tbl*  ean*tncUDa 
wi*  giTsn  to  the  soDatltnlion,  HI;  will  It  be  laldlU* 
•xample  doe*  not  q>p1;T  HI;  treaty  of  Algiers  KS; 
practlco  of  Adam*  and  JeOenon,  1X1 ;  CH*  of  dltBonltlaa 
nndor  the  treat;  of  Alglen,  S8 ;  pracUoe  of  Vaoraa, 
114 ;  piBcllea  of  Adamg,  324 ;  la  not  thle  DBlfrirm  pras- 
tloa  atronglr  paranaslvo  of  the  earreetDem  of  tb*  «on- 
Bxnctlon  f  »M ;  an  iMtaaoe  In  tbe  jeai  1818,  MO. 

Indmatad  that  thU  i>  not  Uia  proper  pile*  for  th* 
dlBcudoo,  nt;  a  hoe  and  er;  la  lo  be  railed  at  oar 
beelB,lM;oardatrI>tobe  folthftd  lo  Iha  nmaUtnltoo, 
KB;  what  Wat  the  P*a*iii*  qoeitlon  bnt  tb*  bona,  and 
fleih,  and  alnew  oflhlil  UT;  thlt  la  no  aecret  agaacTi 
bat  a  lecnt  ambaaaf  or  mlalDii,  HI ;  aoUoa  or  proteN 
In  the  Beoate  on  a  farmer  caee,  KT ;  extract  from  th* 
ipeeehottheBeeretaiTOfBCate,  US;  tbe  aaseareftnad 
to  fnmUh  no  auoae  for  Ihe  Bocratarr,  US ;  It  1*  aald 
the**  peraons  wen  not  pnblle  mlnlitsn,  nt;  did  not 
Hr.  BhlndmakakBOWBhlalmecbanetart  SO;  If  tb* 
preoedeata  ware  all  In  point,  the  consUtatJu  wovld  ha 
Bnchan(ad,lSO;  It  la  aald  thai  It  It  now  loo  latato  ob- 
Jact,  Ml ;  why  abould  wa  be  goaded  loto  oppoaltion  to 
th«  Admlnlatiation  by  peiaararanoe  Id  a  eoone  whlah 
wa  cannot  approret  Kl;  thla  ba*  been  called  a  mar* 
~  itween  tba  Praaldent  and  BenaU, 


a  from  the  origin  of  oar 

re,  ttS;  th*  Panama  Ulidon  and  thla  caae,  ttS; 

ifeammMonen  to  Indian  lrlbaa,M4;  Ibaatlai^ 


.,Coot;^lc 


bMvMD  the  Chlif  Ulglrtnta  ud  bli 


IiutcftbgPraldiiDt,«Sl;  vlulBrer  I  turn  u[d  I  h»e 
thought,  sal;  ceune  th«  Jvlwto  1^  Ukon,  !B5 ;  ilLallac- 
tton  drmwn  brnimo  the  pomr  to  mmlt  tmtilrt  ind  the 
power  to  nuke  appolDtistnti,  Ki;  how  m  tniUei  to 
b*  MgoUoledr  SaS;  (sir  meiof  ■treat^iiesnUilail  ij 
uj other Ihu  t  dlplomiUo  officer.  SU;  eilttenoe  of 
w»r  fliM  to  the  Pr«ldenl  poirw  he  mij-  not  rtghifiillj 
cklto  In  time  of  puoe,  389 ;  wheo  iror  AKtAta  the  eou- 
Mltadoii  glTei  to  tha  eieontlT*  OTecy  Isirfnl  menu  to 
MCompIldh  peKB,  ttt',  u  aiuiwer  to  tha  precedFiit* 
0tled.n3,nT!  dltltintice  betve«n  the hordei of  Al^en 
ud  the  tribotiTlei  of  the  Ottomu  Empire,  HI;  hov 
the  ippropriiUon  Is  JuallHed,  tST;  It  la  SKld  thia  ta  not  ■ 
new  mlHlon,  ESB;  eommlatioDen  ipjx^nled  bj  Ur. 
Haurar,  HI ;  eoarao  panBcd  [n  the  Hoiiae,  H9 ;  amend- 
ment* propoeed,  MS ;  pnblldt;  of  secret  proceedings  of 

deputiDeDt,  HI ;  the  aecrot  fnnd,  whf  set  spirt  >  M4 ; 
pstriotism  thoald  never  drsjielrDf  tha  BepnbUc,  3tS; 
oonne  of  tha  opposttlDn  cooeldered,  MS  i  correetnMt  of 
the  dlstlnctloo  between  i^ontA  sod  officers  of  the  gor- 
•niiiciit,HS:  VIrglnIs  thesDthorof  lhaeill,»(«;  two 
or  three  striking  cuo.  241 ;  groands  apon  which  the 
^^went  IneoDslitenej  ofopli 


of  Uicl 

je  De^ottstLon  ODght  to 


riclly  ce 


-ehkd 


epproprls: 


0,  »M;  tha  scmces  tendered  by  the  Com- 
1T9  been  illgbtlf  spoken  of  lUO;  estlmito 
•f  the  probible  bsDeflti  ol  ■  free  oommeree  Into  the 
BUot  Sai,lSO;  whitli  theunendmanlorthechBlniuii 
•ftbeFlDSDce  Committee,  161;  little  thongbt  ■  coutl- 
tntloiu]  qOMtlOD  oonid  hsTO  been  nlsed  on  a  qoeitlon 
to  pof  for  urrlees,  SOI ;  the  poEnU  submitted  bj  the 
MUtor  from  VIrglnIs,  %1;  the  eonstitutloii  giree  the 
isme  powers  to  tbo  Fresldciit  In  tho  esse  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Jndgca,  salt  does  in  that  of  ministers  to  foreign 
nat^na,  SH ;  It  Is  isld  the  President  haa  coiuintlted  a 
pelpsble  vloladon  of  the  oanitltndDB,  IC£;  precedents 
nt  h;  all  preTlons  Presidents,  OS ;  motion  to  stdke  out 
wlthdn-rn,  9M ;  sniendiDents  sdoplod,  lit;  fiber 
ameodmeutt,  KKI;  smendmenti  of  th«  noose  dlssgreed 
to,  sai- 
ls Ibo  Honaa,  an  ■pproprlstlon  of  115,1)0(1  lbr.33>j 
proTlBO  to  atrlke  oat,  830;  exact  chsrtctar  of  the  psr- 
tons  to  be  eompeouted  rmknawn,  KB ;  these  men  hsTO 
ptrftirmed  Importut  sorrlcvs,  88>;  If  p^d  at  all.  It 
■boold  be  oDt  of  tlie  seemt  sarrlca  fund,  889 ;  If  lar 
pnbllo  mlhleten  are  to  be  prorlded  for,  let  the  goiom- 

HoBse  hu  no  Dwts  to  go  upon,  840 ;  will  not  certsln 
peisODS,  who  hsTS  perfbnnDd  wrrlces,  be  left  to  take 
tlwitohaneeforpBfiDent,lftblsliBCrlckanDntrMD;wh7 
ouuiot  persou  who  huTS  been  Id  the  serrlco  of  the 
oonotry  be  psld !  840 ;  wbj  la  the  olaose  to  be  Btiicken 
outTSM;  tha oommltlee ;leal(ed  to presBal  tha qaestlon 
In  such  s  waj  as  to  oonolllato  all,  841 ;  the  aflUr  hu 
hsppased  throogh  more  ovenlght,  wltliont  anj-  Intent, 
Ml ;  nnles  the  HonM  Intends  to  eompenaate  them  la 
tome  otbsr  mode  tba  appropriation  onght  not  to  be 
■tricken  oat,  841 ;  lbs  eierdse  of  ■  conilltatlonal  power, 
u  llir  «8  U7  conatraetlon  of  the  cooitltntlon  nonld  de- 
iIto  (broe  from  preoedent,  841 ;  motion  to  ttrlks  oot 
anted,  841;  smeDdmeot  moTed  lo  strlks  ost  |XG,«aO 
ud  mbsUtote  15,000;  841;  the  (ie,oaO  Is  Intended  to 
pioilde  Iba  Itlbnta  glreii  to  the  Grand  Belgnor,  841; 
lb*  traMj'  should  be  eoimiuuilcBtwl  to  the  Hddm  belbre 


tbe  epptoprlstlia  Is  glreii,  Sfl ;  *tawt  litmai.  It 
atjecUons  autreied,  841;  the  eouIiT  hu  M  lii^i 
bought  a  livBiT,  8«1;  ressons  fbr  th*  eiinSat,H; 

•dopted.  US ;  proiiso  of  tha  BcaaU  almk  sB  ti  (• 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  MB. 

Tao-IMr^l  VBtt.—3tt  /odea,  tc^  4. 

TiLia,  JoBw.on  the  pnniaboinit  ef  diHUIi(K;ab 
TtuUab  esmmliBloa,  tM;  BeiutaiiyoDiTa,IC;Hk 
rodnetlon  of  dntlH,sn;  lai  tbe  chsrteitf  ttilll 
Buk,t8&    As  Jiulem  Tids.  T,  V,  10. 


Utilon^  MtlolMimi^.SM  Iitdtm.  toL  4. 
Vfiited  auita  tmd  6toreia.—Sta  Indta,  tH.  ft 
UimtOad  Balatmti.—SM  Ind^oi,  vol  &. 


VinKlnailon  «< AuHOM.— In  tlie  Bnate,aNII>>|is* 
ftir  considered.  417 ;  s  bm  mors  te- the  bmlti' Ilk 
agonts  than  of  the  Indlms.  447;  aa  eipatanBtH! 
naeleaa  and  dangeroiu,  4fT7  power  tbeUB  ctmttthr 
Preddeot,  447;  (ailed  lOr  by  bnmsDltT  asd  oHIeq. 

pa»d.  448.-^1  iKdaa,  toL  >. 
Vascx,  JonP>,  OB  the  lUnota  asd  UdlpaOMa: 
RepresentaUTe  Aom  Ohio,  MB;  rdattre  M  aiatf 


8U;  on  the  tariff,  SIB;  S^KsealallTstaBHnM 

B88. 
VeutU  ngiittfing  owl  ebortn^.— At  iadm  nL  L 
Viet  and  Raar  ASmUalt^S—  iiufB,  toL  S. 
Flee  PnttdtBTtApptiA—aet  Utiae,  nl  t 
rie*  iVasideiit,  fJoteers  Iff0it.~ai4  Indu,  nL  t 
Tnrroit,  S^bdu,  P.,  on  tho  salt  dntj-,  77;  on  tla  isilpla 

of  the  Oblo,  8M;  BefoeaailidlTe  freo01hM--li 

Adas,  Tolt.  T,  e,  0,  10, 
TtrftHta  land  (Xaitii.-~lm  Uw  SoDHk  a  Nt  nlUIn  K 

oonlldered,  H8. 
Vbffnia  Land  Warraiilt.~Stt  Indtm,  toL  T, 
I'lrpJiKs  JHMMrv  i^HHb:— &*  JMo^  nk  i  t 
FliVftla  ifiUbuy  Ololiiw— In  a*  HecB,  >  W  la  V 


WabtM  mtdJOaait  OhuI-Sm  bdm.  nti 
Wasnuux,  Qioaoa  A-,  Benatoc  from  Le^iai,  W 
T^ua,Jomi  K,a  witnos  on  the  trial  cf  ladr  ^^ 

18& 
War.  OwtiK^  <i^as^-At  iwlK^TeL  9. 
War,  Btdaration  q^  In  IBll,— &•  Ad«  n4. 4 
If  AID.  AiaoiT,  EepnsentatiT*  bom  Kl«  Tnk.  IK  A 

/mfn^  TcAi.  9,  Id 
WjJinwu.1,  DunaL,  BepmaonlatlT*  t 

on  a  reehirter  of  the  Bank,  74& 
WuB,  BoBasr,  a  wltoBM  on  Uu  trial  irf  Jsiip  »*  W 
WtUIUKgloa  Wv,  Oapturt  t^.—Bit  Mn.-"i-'^  ^^ 
1  C,  SeprcMOtatlTs  »»  KiT" 


mSwt"*.* 


fits. 


r,  JoBK  A.,  Istto-  OB  n 


WuHmaron.  Uaataa,  lotter  OB  thenowid^" 

ton's  remains,  SSB ;  nmonl  of  the  rsmUa  't  ^ 

TroaUoffftni's  SMtAiy-^In  the  B«nil«  ipW  ■ ' 


ouitenDlal  binhd*ri  acrMd  to.  KK;  oominlKea  ip- 
poiDtod,  S$T  i  ol^eetlou  to  HrrlBg  on  tfaa  comuiltUa, 
S8T  ;  BS  rauaa  vkjr  ConcraM  alioiild  doptrt  ftttm  th< 
TTT'"— T  mode  of  honoring  tho  d>r,  883  l  fDrther  »■ 
iiiBAa,>88i  nportoT  Ui*  Mnt  Commlttoe,  IH;  f- 
pUooUcw  Au  Ika  nmnlu  af  Wuhmgcan,  MS;  ramulu, 
MM;  adoptloii  of  Dm  molstlan,  SM;  ipplleaUon  tntlia 
nnulna,  400;  nplj,  WO;  nulDtloa  reUUie  lo,  GTt; 
owUoB  la  atrika  ont  -  OaDonl,''  St«. 

WMMHtfCofa  J(«iiHHfli-A<  /HdAZ,  Tob.  S,  (,  T. 

W*aaa»TOir,  i>ertra<t  <;<— In  tb«  Bsnae,  •  naalnllou  nla- 
ttra  to,  ooDiIdond,  BM;  Ibrthei  daluta.  UT. 

In  th«  BuuMk  ■  HMlaUoa  raUUTo  to,  SOS )  aomld- 
«nd,  BOS;  oidaiwl  to  Iw  aBgnawd,M«L     3-  lodmt. 


nport  of  tl 


WinMittloiCt  Jboulu.— la  the  Baua, 
omninlttH,  Sai;  raaolDUoB  nUUTt  to  i 
tha  ranulaa  sT  Wuhlngtoo,  SS) ;  Bir  what  parpoeo  but 
that  of  vain  ahoir  wen  th«sa  ranulu  to  b*  nmowd, 
ESI;  Dsaalmltj ot  tha  Tola  ata  tormei  period,  US; 
TlalBtl>sthaauetltTDltbagtBTa,SSI;  ftir  vhU  reaaoD 
ktblapnvoMdr  SSt;  hla  hoiaa  balont  loth*  aoll  of 
Tlislnlni  Il^I  apantloBofthanaglDlloBODthafKUnga 
U  VUgUUa,  SH;  Um  Ualtwl  BUM  sua  a  debt  of 
(ntltDdapanaonattuthaKtf  Tirgtaii,BSi;  the  reao- 
IntloBof  lin,S§S;  li  this  vlolatlm  the  rapoia  of  the 
psTsr  A8S;  WaihlBcton  died  a  clUiaD  of  the  United 
BIUen,DSS;  Uili  propoalUon  fteqnuUj  made,  SSC ;  1* 
Boraspeotdne  to  the  right!  of  hli  utlTa  BtAtaT  S3S; 
woold  ba  aaaent  to  CU*  prgpariUon,  [f  poailbla  I  fiM; 
nmoTBl  of  tha  ram^u  of  Ibrthi  ITaiUiKtiHi,  SST; 
tha  dadra  of  Virginia,  GSTi  Intarpratatlon  of  WagUng- 
toa*!  irUI,SBT;  tMoIntlont  of  Coogren  In  iT»,  i»1; 
enrra^ondcnea  with  Um.  Taahlngton,  088 ;  *b*t  na 
tb«  MlabcMlOB  dwlred  b]t  thla  Honia  f  SSS ;  vhal  tha 
raaiilntloBpi«po«M,SW;  [Uthai  naarkaiSH;  laioln- 


Fnithtr  ratalntlon  ralatlT*  li 

liiTltatiani  ihould  ba  glTan  b;  a  diraat  ut  of  the  Ilonae, 
HI;  thontd  Indnda  Jndj(e«  of  the  SnpreiBa  Court,  Ul ; 
oanthaeouantforranonl  bo  obUaedT  Wl;  (nrthar 

Mn.  Waehlngtoh'i  ramalna,  naalntlon  ralatlTa  to  the 

»iiiar>]D(SH;  r«imjk4,(WJ;  CDmspoDdenoa, NHt SOS. 

*iuUn«(»,  Ao'iH  .If:— In  the  Senata,  motion  to  atriha  ont 

19,000  to  ptoeoia  atatiui  oC;  IK;    right  of  chg  Hooeo 

denied,  US;  no  oontnuC  nude,  tSS;  no  Intention  oa 
tha  part  of  the  Houa  lo  nanrp  eiduilve  JnrlMVetloB, 
~  '  >[  ■  pedaMtiaa  atatoe  oi;  ooDBldared, 


«T;o 


4*T. 


In  thi  Boa■^  a  KMlallon  ralatlTa  to,  oualdarod, 
ni;  farther  debate,  att. 

WuBOio*,  Jon  a,  BapnaantatiTe  from  Fennej'liranU, 
DM;  «a  the  appoitloniiunt  bill,  SIT;  an  tha  aendnst  of 
tha  Bank,  118,  (Ml 

'Wtjm.JatmiL.iia  tha  eoltni*  of  illt,  n;  oo  the  rv 
morel  of  tha  Iikdlan^M;  on  ra&nBoa  of  tha  Preal' 
danfi  noBige,  ITO^  m ;  on  tha  Tnrklah  mledon,  SSR, 
NO;  Rapraaaatitiiefrom  Georgia,  68S;  oa  the  oondnet 
of  tha  Bank,  «a;  eu  arreeUng  Honaton,  Ug;  on  le- 
eharteriig  tho  Bank,  TM.    8tt  InOm,  toL  10. 

Wni,  Jom  d,  oommnnleatlon  on  aalt,  Iia 


n,lSS;f 


■olT«atdeblore,20ii  on  tha  dntlei  on  in*,tU;  Sana- 
terftnn  V»w  Hampahlra,  UI;  on  tha  nppattloniaant 
bUl,4M;oiitheuI«lon  to  Bolglnm,  MS ;  on  reehartar 

o(thaD.S.Buk,Uti  on  taxation  of  bank  etock  br  the 


EX.  781 

Wini,  iotat  W.,  BapreeantatlTa  (Hm  S*<r  IIunfiUn> 

GSB.    att  ladta,  toL  IIX 
WiMUm  Armvry.—Stt  /nJem,  Toli.  7,  (,  ]ft 
Wfltm  Shtn,  ttatigatlo*  if,— Set  fadm,  toL  B. 
irM(iMiU^iMi<I«iiy,reiolnUoD  irUUie  ta,2»,    ^ea  A- 

ifBC,  Tola.  T,  10. 
Wa*  iMnf  Oaaitt.—Stt  /•dea,  toU  1,  m 
Wett  Point  YiMon.—St*  Indtx,  toU,  S,  10. 
WDHutn,  GnATtAV  H.,  SopreaentaUte  from  Haw  Torfc, 

fiSg. 
WaiTB,  CiHTHLL  P.,  OS  (ar«]gi)  colni,  tSti ;  Sepretantatlto 

ftam  Mew  York.  BS3.    Su  India,  toL  10. 
WnriB,  Edvaui  D.,  nlatlTe  to  brown  ingar,  SOS ;  Bopr*- 

aeaUUTafromLoDlilann,S88.    A* /i»tM,  toL  10. 
yfrnnm,  Hcau  L.,  oa  land  claims  In  Florida,  S8 ;  on  the  lira 

oak  planlatloDS,  STA ;  Senetor  Tnm  Tanneaaee,  847 ;  oa 

tho  redneUos  of  dnllaa,  US;  oa  KeTOlnttOBBiy  pan- 

tlons,  441,448;  on  UwbMit  rata,  IBS.    5ee  Adeni,  toI*. 

B,  *,  10, 
Wnm,  Joanrn  U.,  Del^^gWe  ttoa  Florida,  0(0;  on  tha 

Florida  bonndai7,SU;  on  preemption  righta,  788,    Bu 

/ntfa,  Toli.  8,  t,  10. 
WMIit.atlriatiiuloit  on  Inaian  raaer«MoiM.~iSM /■- 

muney'i  raltnl  RI^U.—Stt  Indea.  tdL  < 

'Whrtlbbt,  Fudwce,  BepreMiitatlTe  from  Hew  York, 


«T^*.l^;" 

theaHatJnd|iireck,mi  ontbellTa  oak  pUntatiana, 
SIT;  on  the  nsTigatlon  of  the  Ohlo,SS4;  EopreacntatlTa 
bora  Kcntnck},SS9;  oa  Tlrglnla  land  dalnu,  S48;  oa 
the  rcmoTal  of  Washlncton'*  reimlus,  EST-SOl ;  oa  tb* 
relief  of  Blabup  Flsget,  SSO ;  on  tho  tUk  onlture,  (H ; 
OS  the  eonTenllon  with  Fnaoe,  TIO.  8m  Iitdta,  t^ 
7,8,8,10. 

VIdom  and  Orphan*,  ptniien  lo.—Stt  Indtu,  voL  & 

ViLDi,  SiCHUD  H.,  BepreaealatlTe  from  Oeorgta,  SS8 ;  on 
mlnlmnm  duUea,U8;  on  a  mlnbtn  toColomMn,  (08; 
on  the  Be'DlutloBsry  Pendoa  bill.  Ml ;  on  th*  ooDTto- 
tlon  with  Fnnoa,  710.    5ta  Indtit,  TsL  10. 

Wruii,  Bioiunn  H.,  the  oaae  (it—St*  Indim,  toL  10, 

WiLitini,  'Wu.Luii,BenatorfrDBiPenu]^ianl^S4I;  oalba 
rediietlon  of  dntlat,  4ta,  4S7. 

Wiumt,  Sumu.  J.,  KapreaentattTa  from  Haw  York,  GS8. 

WlLLUna,  Liwn,  BepraaonlatlTe  ttoa  North  Caroliu, 
SBB;  on  the  Bontfa  CaroUoa  elalma,  GH.  St  InOaB, 
Tola.  7,  E^  8, 10. 

fT ma,  Adrtv  £.,  Dotecate  ftvm  lUehlgan,  G(8.   BhSuUk, 

"WtKt,  VlLLUJI,  In  delbnos  of  Jndga  Peck,  1S3. 

1FiAueae^pa^menlq^ifl4nipAiatnaiif  ooaaft — In  thaBu- 
ato,  the  bill  making  proTlalon  for  the  paTmeal  of  wlt- 
neaaea  In  tha  oae  of  Jadge  Peck,  1(8 ;  payment  In  other 
easea,  1>8 ;  proprietf  of  the  Inemte,  138. 

BUI  roporiod  for  tha  psfDienl  ot.  In  the  eaae  of  Jndga 
Peok,SOS;  naage  aa  to  pejing  wltncgeea  on  both  eld^ 
S0(;  eaaa  of  Jndga  Cbaaa.  (04;  a  rafliatl  wonld  be  a 
podtlTa  dsBlal  of  JnsUea,  804;  Ull  ordered  to  be  en- 
groeaad,  804;  raaoIoUan  relatln  to,  SID.    Aa  IndtK, 

TOLt. 

'W'oDDannr,  Lnn,  on  the  Poet  OfflM  Inraatlgatlon.  V» ;  m 
tha  panlabinent  of  dneUIng,  ItS ;  on  the  Tnrttth  eoin- 
mfialon,  *1L    S—  Iitdta,  Tol*.  8;  8. 

IToBiBDfSTOK,  3.  T.  B„  BepnaentatlTe  ttom  UtrfiuiA,  E(ft 


Google 
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non-nwinl  of  Uw  ehirter  of  Ch<  Buk.  1«1 ;  on  tb< 

OB  a  Buk,  Tl;  oD  tha  Bit  dnt,.  W:   «.  U.  M 

m;  on  duty  on  InAIui  blukcU,  SSI;  on  U»  ipponion- 

OliooTato  ariltri'llla  »a^  101 ;  oa  tk*  fM ««■ 

DHDt  bill.  «T, «» ;  on  tl»  redarti™  or  dotlM,  «S.  *fll, 

>n;onlhadnt7on«icu.n3;«mila^<<M. 

iiiiiiin.ri.  iiiniiiii  Tiiiiiiii  iiii^iii.ig.  Hn 

UbtUh  «rt.Jo  po.t  oOcu.  4H;  on  tho  Mil  tor  ttio  teUof 

pr«lon  of  (U<.  tnd^  MS;  »Utln  t>  roairirf 

ef  CoLI«iiHiai,Uti  on  taking  np  tha  BaltlmoTa  ud 

bill,  SBS;  an  tkaoUlmof  I>>si>tDr's]wiim,«M:  ai^» 

nhutai,  lis.  190.  4SI,  4S9.  4S« ;  on  tha  Buk  bill,  <ST, 

tlon  raliUre  to  tha  condiiat  of  tbe  Bift,  <K:  nii- 

UU,  m ;  on  tha  aiH  ofSuD«*IHaaMB,lB;a& 

diatribHtioB  of  procsoda  of  Uad  nls.  SOt ;  on  ndnetlas 

tuis  bill.  T«:  on  the  Buk  bin,  na. 

orUutarl^Sll. 

£<>«M.-Oi)  tba  vmj  ar  mamban,  *;  on  tha  BntUo 

■Bd  Nav  OtImiu  nwd,  4B ;  on  tha  naolntlDii  for  tha 

»</>([<BSTOl.ig. 
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rv. 
A  CATECHISM  OF  THE  STEAM  ENGINE, 

DlMtratiT* o( tha 8aienti£a_ Pnodplea  upon  vhieh  it*  operation  depand%  and  thaprMtiaal di 
tU  itnietiire^  in  ila  application  to  Hinei,  Mill^  Steam  NaTigation  and  Kailwaj^ 

WITB  TASIOUB  BtJgS^TIOSB  OT IMPBOTMMEST. 

Br  JOHH  BOURNE  C.  £. 
Ud«  DMt  roL  ISmo,  ppt  288.    Friec^  16  eanli. 


TRKATBE  ON  MAKINB  AND  NAVAl  AKCHITECTUEE : 
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By  ALEXIS    80YEB. 
1   Ttdnm^   ISma,  naatlj  bound.     Priec^  fH, 


THE  rNYAMD'S  OWN  BOOK, 
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By  Iks  Hovoubu  LADT  CDST. 

1  ToL  lama   GoQi,  60  ««iita. 
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A  CYCLOPEDIA, 

OF  BIX  TSODBAim  PBAcmCAL  BECEIPTEt  AHD  COUJLTEBAL  INFOBHATION  ST  1EI 

Ab^  H^fatiOBitM,  oat  Ttium,  aauniai*  MBtaa*,  Pbiuuot,  amd  DoHMmo  Eocwran 

By  A.  3. 0OOLE7. 

1  TolniiM^  Sto.  pp.  5)6,  nuUj  bound,  fl  50; 

IV. 

THE  CHEMISTRY  OF  COMMON  UFE. 

B7  JABIES  F.  W.  JOHNSTON,  H.  A.,  F.  B.  &,  P.  O.  S. 

n*  Air  ««  Breathe,  Oie  Vatar  ve  Drink,  lie  Soil  we  ColUnUe,  and  tbe  Hanta  we  Bmk  Ot 
Bread  w«  Ea^  Tbe  Beef  we  Cook,  and  the  BsTeragei  w«  Infiue.  llie  Sweeti  we  Eztnc^  "Ot 
liqnon  we  Fenneu^  and  the  Bucotica  we  Indulge  in.  The  Odor*  we  Bnjof,  Hm  BodliM 
Diilike.  What  we  Breathe  tod  Breathe  for,  And  what,  how,  and  why  we  Digeak  7W  Ml 
we  Cheriih,  and  the  Cironlalion  of  Matter.     A  Aeeapitnlation. 

WITH  ifVMSsoua  wooB-cu^  itLvarsATiom. 
Complete  in  E  Noa.    Paper  ooren.  It  cti.  doth,  f  I.    (Nearly  rea4y-) 
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